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with a chipper borrowed from EPC-
SO, but that prompted Deputy Chief 
of Operations Chris Piepenburg to 
request speeding up the program 
to purchase a district chipper. The 
district wildfire risk assessment in-
cludes mapping the whole district 
and working with property owners 
that have higher volumes of brush 
that could impact properties that 
are mitigated in the community. 
The decision on purchasing addi-
tional apparatus will be discussed 
after wildland deployment revenue 
for 2023 has been realized, he said.
Note: The El Paso County Slash and 
Mulch facility is located at 12375 
Herring Road, Black Forest. For 
hours of operation, location, and 
information, visit www.bfslash.org. 

Plan reviews prove 
time-consuming

Langmaid said the county has an 
expectation that he is trying to navi-
gate regarding unfunded mandates 
on the fire district. Most of the day 
he had been reviewing contractor 
and developer project plans. The 
county agreed the district could 
charge a fee to review plans, but he 
is unsure if the developer will pay 
the fee or if the county is prepared 
to pay for the manpower or use a 
costly third party. The county is 
aware of the burden on the fire dis-
tricts but is also concerned about 
conflicts of interest. There is more 
to unpack and unravel, he said.

Financial report
Hinton said that as of May 31, the 
district had about $2.2 million in 
the bank (with about $1.4 million 
for general operations, $567,908 
in combined emergency and capi-
tal improvement reserves, and 
$137,400 in the TABOR reserve 
fund). The district received about 
$441,718 in county taxes. It had 
about $3.6 million in total assets (in-
cludes $631,554 for the 2022 Pierce 
Enforcer 4395 engine). The district 
was at about 37% of the budget year 
to date at the end of May.

The board accepted the finan-
cial report as presented, 4-0.

Operations update
Piepenburg said the district re-
sponded to a significant structure 
fire with Falcon Fire Protection Dis-
trict in May.

Training update
Piepenburg said the following:
• The weather had put a slight 

damper on training recently, 
but staff are still training out-
side despite the storms. The 
district completed 1,588 train-
ing hours in May, about 20% of 
their time on shift.

• Live fire training took place 
with CSFD and Monument Fire 
District at the district training 
center.

• Firefighter 2 and driver opera-
tor pumper practical tests were 
completed.

• Orientation training has begun 
on the tower ladder truck. 

• The district hired Michael Tor-
res as the new training captain 
to replace Jason Morrison. 
Torres arrives with 16 years’ 
fire service experience with 
the City of Chicago Fire De-
partment and smaller subur-
ban departments. 

• He and Lieutenant Chad 
Herdt attended Urban Search 
and Rescue (USAR) training 
in Lakewood. The hope is to 
include more staff members 
in the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 
USAR training in the future. 
Nationwide, about 28 teams 
make up the task forces that 
deploy to natural and man-
made disasters.

Langmaid said besides CSFD and 
Fort Carson, the district is the only 
agency in the county that partici-
pates in FEMA USAR operations. 
Teams also deploy internationally 
to assist in disasters such as the re-
cent earthquake in Turkey. Herdt 
and Piepenburg are a credit to the 
district, he said.
Note: Herdt and Piepenburg are 
members of CO-TF1 Lakewood, 
Colo., West Metro Fire Rescue 
FEMA USAR taskforce.

Facilities update
Dowden requested an update on 
the condition of Station 1 after the 
prolonged spring rains, in compar-
ison to the leakage issues of previ-
ous years.

Langmaid said the repairs to 
the mezzanine appear to have been 
successful, and the rain had not af-
fected Station 1. Unfortunately, 
the concrete and run-off repairs 
at Station 2 had not worked out 
as anticipated, and water is travel-
ling down the walls and entering 
through cracks in the concrete. 
Staff are pushing water away from 
walls, and after an inspection that 
afternoon, he noted water entering 
the bay at Station 2, he said.

Donation received 
Father Brad Noonan of Our Lady of 
the Pines Catholic Church, Black 
Forest, presented Dowden with a 
$7,000 check on behalf of his par-
ish. Noonan thanked the Board of 
Directors and the district for their 
support throughout the years, 

complimenting the board for its 
foresight in purchasing the lad-
der truck. It is a beautiful gift to the 
community, said Noonan. 

Dowden thanked Noonan and 
the congregation for the generous 
donation. The district will use the 
funds to purchase equipment for 
the 2005 Pierce Tower Ladder truck.

In remembrance
Noonan asked those present to re-

member Benjamin “Ben” Weylin 
Montoya who passed away from 
COVID-19 pneumonia on Jan. 16, 
2021. Montoya was an emergency 
medical technician with the depart-
ment in the 1990s before moving to 
Kansas in 1998.

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 
p.m.

**********
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Welcome Home!
Exceptional quality of life is waiting at 
New Day Cottages. Residents enjoy 
a cozy, comfortable, caring lifestyle;  
family enjoys peace of mind knowing 
their loved ones are happy, well cared 
for, and safe. 

Join our family
Join us for a personal tour with our 
professional staff. Or, visit us online 
and read our story. We look forward to 
welcoming your loved ones home.

719-266-1100
Website: www.NewDayCottages.com
Email: newdaycottages@q.com  

1577 Turner Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
10975 Howells Road, Black Forest, CO  80908

N E W  D A Y  C O T T A G E S  A S S I S T E D  L I V I N G  H O M E S

Welcome Home!
Exceptional quality of life is waiting at 
New Day Cottages. Residents enjoy 
a cozy, comfortable, caring lifestyle;  
family enjoys peace of mind knowing 
their loved ones are happy, well cared 
for, and safe. 

Join our family
Join us for a personal tour with our 
professional staff. Or, visit us online 
and read our story. We look forward to 
welcoming your loved ones home.

719-266-1100
Website: www.NewDayCottages.com
Email: newdaycottages@q.com  

1577 Turner Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80920
10975 Howells Road, Black Forest, CO  80908

If being a part of a family in a 
beautiful home with great care 
would benefit your loved one, 
contact us.

Visit us on-line and read our story
www.NewDayCottages.com

NOEL RELIEF CENTERS
A NEW APPROACH TO PAIN RELIEF

We offer several new treatment options 
for pain relief and optimal health.  

*** $39 NEW PATIENT SPECIAL *** 
Includes Consultation with Dr. Noel, Pulstar 

Electronic Spinal Alignment, Physical and 
Neurological Exam, and Report of Findings.

950 Baptist Rd #130, Monument, CO 80132

(719) 359-9947 
https://noelreliefcenters.com    •    info@noelreliefcenters.com

CONDITIONS TREATED: Back Pain • Neck Pain • 
Headaches / Migraines • Sciatica • Arthritis • Tendonitis • 

Herniated Disc • Frozen Shoulder • Trigger Finger • 
Rotator Cuff Syndrome • Plantar Fasciitis • Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome • Jaw Pain / TMJ Syndrome • Sports Injuries • 

Sprain / Strain Injuries • Fibromyalgia • More… 

CONTEMPORARY     
9:30 AM

tlumc.org/visit

SUMMER SERVICE TIMES

CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
AT 9:00 AM

TRADITIONAL WORSHIP
AT 10:30 AM

20256 Hunting Downs Way
Monument, CO 80132

719.488.1365
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