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observe art in a new, creative way as an 
experience. Projecting images in video or 
stills around the room or on the people 
are also innovative ways to engage the 
visitors.

Different from performance art, vid-
eo art, or installation art, an immersive 
art experience involves the rapport of the 
creative presenters and the live audience. 
It’s using visual and other human senses 

to share a creative and fun moment in 
time. People cannot get this on their own 
just by looking at static artworks or being 
in a theater. It is curated by the artists for 
the experience. 

The immersive experience allows 
artists to lead with art and entertaining 
stories or poems. It is highly interactive 
and removes common limits to include 
multiple creative experiences in one go. 

And it is not formal. It’s more like a con-
versation of enjoyment of the art and 
visitors. People can stand and watch or 
interact as a mixed reality. Imagine the 
projected image or video on the people 
and you get the idea—the people become 
part of the art experience.

A special immersive event that in-
cludes art, light, and poems is planned at 
Bella Art and Frame Gallery for the sea-

son’s last Art Hop Sept. 21. Local poets 
Mary Brown and me will read short flash 
poetry works (haiku and more) from our 
books, and artworks with immersive im-
agery from my books. 
Janet Sellers is an artist, writer, and speaker, 

sharing her works locally and across the 
country. Contact her at 
JanetSellers@ocn.me. 

Above and right: An exhibit 
featuring art created with 
artificial intelligence by students 
was on display at the Western 
Museum of Mining and Industry 
last month. The opening and a 
lecture were held on Aug. 11. All 
proceeds from the sale of the prints go to Monumental Impact, which enables 
and supports the growing talent and passion of high school students in 
technology, engineering, and entrepreneurship. The exhibit was a collaboration 
between the Palmer Lake Arts Council and Monumental Impact. It was made 
possible by a grant from CORE Electric Cooperative and was supervised by 
Dr. Kent Hutson. Pictured in the inset From left are Gavin Schmidt and Alex 
Epstein framing a print in preparation for the art exhibit. Photos by Dr. Kent 
Hutson.

Hummingbird Festival, Aug. 4-5

AARP at the Black Forest Festival

AI art show, Aug. 11

Above: A crowd of about 200 gathered for the annual National Neighborhood 
Night Out event on Aug. 5 at the Little Train Park in Promontory Pointe. The 
Homeowners Association board members hosted the picnic to thank first 
responders for providing a safe neighborhood. Participants were treated to 
Broken Bones BBQ, Lori Lynn’s Cookies and Cream treats, a live performance 
by Nick Davey, a bounce castle, and interaction with officers and staff from 
Monument Police Department, El Paso County Sheriff’s Office, and Monument 
Fire District Station 4. Pictured from left are Monument Police Department Cpl. 
R. Hoeh with Will Beatty, Melody Dixon, and Eva Beatty atop a Monument 
Police Department cruiser. Photo by Natalie Barszcz.Cemetery records updated, Aug. 7

Above: The annual Hummingbird Festival was held in a rustic setting off Roller 
Coaster Road in Monument on Aug. 4 and 5. Festival visitors could learn about 
hummingbirds, nature, and art. Vendor stands offered food, books related to 
Native American culture, alpacas, and others. A Monument fire truck displayed 
items related to fire and rescue. The festival is organized each year by Marlene 
Brown, Janet Sellers, and other local community leaders. Photo by Steve Pate.

Above: Members of Chapter 1100 of AARP in Black Forest provided pastries 
and cold water to people who attended the annual Black Forest Festival on 
Aug. 11. They also helped with the breakfast prepared by area Scouts. Chapter 
member Ray Rozak hooked up his tractor to a trailer and provided free hayrides. 
From left are Electa Beckner, Lin Rozak, Candace Lehmann, Bonnie Kittel, 
Ray Rozak, and Max Stucky. Photo by Stan Beckner.

Art Hop, Aug. 17
Right: The Art Hop 
was bustling in down-
town Monument on 
Aug. 17 as artists 
demonstrated their 
art and offered fin-
ished pieces for sale. 
Artist Janet Sellers 
demonstrated water-
color at Bella Art and 
Frame, and there 
were outside booths 
of various artists. The 
last Art Hop of the 
2023 season will be 
at 5 to 8 p.m. Sept. 
21, free and open 
to the public. https://
tri.lakes.chamberof-
commerce.me/Calendar/moreinfo.php?eventid=454703. See more info at 
#downtownmonument. Photo by Marlene Brown.

National Night Out, Aug. 5

Snapshots of Our Community

Above and right: It was expected the project 
would take a few months. Instead, it took 
13 years. On Aug. 7, the Monument Town 
Council heard a presentation from two Monument volunteers who updated the 
town’s cemetery records. John Howe started the project in 2010. He was joined 
by Michael Weinfeld in 2018. They told the council how they used handwritten 
ledgers with information taken from family Bibles, minutes from various cemetery 
committees, and maps including one based on ground-penetrating radar which 
turned up many of the cemetery’s 186 unknown graves. Howe and Weinfeld 
also made dozens of trips to the cemetery to photograph gravestones. They 
also used a pointed probe to uncover some markers that had sunk beneath the 
surface. If they heard a “thunk,” they knew they’d hit a tombstone. The oldest 
marked grave is Alonzo Welty’s. He was buried in 1860, 26 years before the 
cemetery was officially created. In all, there are 1,692 lots. All are spoken for. 
The cemetery sold out in April 2021. Howe and Weinfeld’s findings are in a 73-
page report called “A Loose History of Monument Cemetery.” It can be found 
online in the packet for the Aug. 7 Town Council meeting at monumenttownco.
documents-on-demand.com. Photo by Steve Pate. Inset photo by Tia M. Mayer.

August Issue Snapshot Correction: The Monument Sanitation District was founded in 1963 and is celebrating its 60th anniversary. 


