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responses needed, dependent on fire hydrant 
availability.

•	 Community priorities, expectations, and per-
formance goals.

•	 Call types by station, measured in minutes from 
Jan. 1, 2022 through Nov. 15, 2023.

•	 The district’s critical infrastructure, target haz-
ards and methodology.

The “living” document is composed of 10 sections 
and gives the district a starting place to begin writing 
a self-assessment toward accreditation, said Bradley.

Kovacs said in each broad category there are 
multiple sections within, and Ridings will task ad-
ministrative staff to begin working on those sections 
before the Peer Assessment Team visits in late 2024. 
The district is working toward achieving districtwide 
accreditation in spring 2025.

President Mike Smaldino thanked the executive 
staff for the document and said it was a heavy lift.

Peak Alerts
Kovacs said Genysas EVAC, formerly known as Zone-
haven, has been implemented and is operational. The 
EPCSO purchased the application for countywide 
use. It enables responding agencies to communicate 
critical information collaboratively. Vital instructions 
can be disseminated to the public such as: evacuation 
notices or shelter in place requests during emergen-
cies such as wildfires, floods, active shooter incidents, 
hurricanes, and more. Residents are encouraged to 
sign up to receive emergency information from Peak 
Alerts (notifications sent through software called 
Everbridge by public safety agencies in El Paso and 
Teller Counties). For more information, visit www.el-
pasoteller911.org or www.peakalerts.org.

Chief’s report
Kovacs congratulated Bradley and Battalion Chief Mi-
cah Coyle for receiving their chief fire officer creden-
tials from the Center for Public Safety and Excellence 
and said the district now has four qualified out of only 
1,300 nationwide to achieve the credential. He and 
Division Chief of Administration Jamey Bumgarner 
also hold the credentials. 

The chief’s report includes activity for November 
and December 2023, and he highlighted the follow-
ing:
•	 The annual awards ceremony had been moved 

to the first month of the year and occurred on 
Jan. 14. See photo inset of the Firefighter of the 
Year 2023.

•	 Lt. Curt Leonhardt is the new Fleet and Facilities 
lieutenant.

•	 Firefighter/Paramedic Dak Damour will leave 
the district for South Metro Fire Rescue, Centen-
nial. 

•	 The district added another recruit to make a to-
tal of 10 firefighter recruits enrolled in the 

Career Fire Academy that began in January. The dis-
trict is looking forward to the result. Coyle and 
the firefighters select the recruits and seem to 
have the “knack” for choosing the right candi-
dates.

•	 The district completed a total of 577 training 
hours in November and 593 training hours in 
December.

•	 Requests to the district from American Medical 
Response for assistance in Colorado Springs are 
trending down again with two calls per month 
for November and December

Note: The chief’s report and financial report can be 

found at www.monumentfire.org.
Facilities update

Kovacs said the remodel of Station 5 (Shamrock Sta-
tion/Highway 83) was almost complete.

Bumgarner said the following:
•	 The remodel of Station 4 (Gleneagle Drive) is 

scheduled to begin Feb. 12. The crews will be 
accommodated at Station 5 during the remodel 
through August.

•	 An ambulance crew will remain at Station 4 dur-
ing the remodel after a shower is installed on the 
opposite side of the station from the construc-
tion area. The shower installation is expected to 
take about four to five weeks.

•	 The future Station 3 rebuild design phase is un-
derway with OZ Architects and John Sattler, 
vice president of NVS Program Management. 
The process is expected to take about six to nine 
months before the building phase begins. See 
www.ocn.me/v23n9.htm#mfd.

•	 The district must accomplish all the planning 
stages and purchase a site north and adjacent to 
the YMCA alongside Jackson Creek Parkway for 
the station rebuild.

•	 The district is moving forward with the devel-
opment of the district training center on the 14 
acres adjacent to Station 1. About a dozen soil 
samples are being gathered from around the 
property to determine the compaction of the 
terrain.

•	 Discussions continue with the Town of Monu-
ment regarding the appropriate zoning for the 
training facility. 

Kovacs said emergency services are not affected by 
the moratorium on planning reviews that the Monu-
ment Town Council board approved, effective Jan. 4, 
2024. See MTC article on page 1.

Apparatus update
Bumgarner said the fourth ambulance had been re-
ceived in the district and is expected to be placed into 
service within the next two to three weeks. The wild-
land group under Ridings’ supervision is readying the 
equipment for the Wildland Type 3 engine 541. 

Firefighter/Paramedics AJ Armstrong and Robert 
Horne are using experience gained from wildland de-
ployments on federal engines and “Hot Shot” crews 
to equip the engine. Engine 541 cost $379,732 without 
equipment and is expected to be fully equipped and 
placed into service in April or May.
Note: A ceremonial “push-in” event for the ambu-
lance and wildland engine took place on Jan. 27 at 
Station 1. See Snapshot section on page 17. 

Executive session
The board moved into an executive session at 7:56 
p.m. pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes Section 
24-6-402(4), (f ) to review the fire chief’s annual per-
formance.

Kovacs confirmed that no action was taken when 
the board returned to the regular session. The meet-
ing adjourned at 9:21 p.m.

**********
Meetings are usually held on the fourth Wednesday 
of the month. The next regular meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday, Feb. 28 at 6:30 p.m. at Station 1, 18650 
Highway 105. For Zoom meeting instructions, agen-
das, minutes, and updates, visit www.monumentfire.
org or contact Director of Administration Jennifer 
Martin at 719-484-9011.

Natalie Barszcz can be reached at 
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.

By Natalie Barszcz
The Triview Metropolitan District (TMD) board held 
a special meeting via Zoom on Jan. 8 to certify the dis-
trict’s mill levy and approve the 2024 budget. At the 
regular board meeting on Jan. 25, the board received 
multiple updates on water infrastructure projects 
and heard about a pause in planning approvals, the 
lower-than-expected sales tax revenues in 2023, and 
how street parking was hampering the district’s snow 
removal efforts.

Mill levy certification
District Manager James McGrady said the district fi-
nally received the total property tax revenue assess-
ment for 2024 at the end of December. The district 
was anticipating about $179 million, but the final 
amount after the changes made by the state Legisla-

ture in November was reduced to just over $172 mil-
lion for 2024. After reassessing the 2024 budget, the 
district is still in a position to lower the mill levy by 3.5 
mills from the 2023 mill levy of 24 mills. The operat-
ing mill levy has been raised to 4.5 mills, but remains 
under the 7 mills limit, and 16 mills will be set for the 
debt service. He also informed the board that the 2024 
budget had been revised to add $500,000 back into 
the 2024 budget for the Promontory Pointe overlay 
project. It had accidentally been omitted in the final 
proposed budget in December, he said.

Vice President Anthony Sexton asked if the dis-
trict envisions ever needing to go to 7 mills or above 
for operational use.

McGrady said he projects the budget five years 
ahead and does not anticipate the district needing 

to increase the general operations mill levy to more 
than 5 mills unless the district loses a major retailer 
or a substantial downturn in property values occurs. 
Those losses could cause the district to go to 7 mills, 
but if the property valuations continue to increase 
and the district maintains the current retailers, even 
adding more commercial growth, the mill levy should 
not ever go to 7 mills.

Sexton said the board had lowered the mill levy 
consecutively for the past four years.

Director Jason Gross asked what was driving the 
increase in general operating costs.

McGrady said the biggest drivers increasing the 
general operating costs are inflationary pressures, 
wages, materials, gasoline and the increases in road 
miles and open spaces the district is required to 

By James Howald
At a brief meeting in January, the Woodmoor Water 
and Sanitation District (WWSD) board passed its an-
nual administrative resolution and handled other 
housekeeping matters. It also heard operational re-
ports.

Administrative resolution passes
The board voted unanimously in favor of Resolution 
24-01, the first resolution of the new year, which lays 
out administrative procedures that will govern the 
board’s actions in 2024. This administrative resolu-
tion is updated annually and covers topics such as the 
timeline for the budget process, the reports the board 
must provide to the state of Colorado, and where the 
board will publish legal notices. 

The board also voted to sell worn-out office 
equipment and drilling material and account for the 
money from the sales using the miscellaneous cat-
egory of the budget.

Details of operational reports
•	 District Manager Jessie Shaffer updated the 

board on the El Paso County Regional Loop Wa-
ter Authority (EPCRLWA or the Loop). See the 
Loop article on page 14. Shaffer said the Loop 
board, of which he is president, is working with 
Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU) to determine if 
the Loop can lower its construction costs by us-
ing CSU’s Edward Bailey Waste Treatment Fa-
cility to process its water instead of building its 
own treatment plant. He said the Loop board is 
focusing on the design of financing options that 
must be voted on by each participating water 
district. The Loop is also working on an analysis 
of the easements required by the pipelines that 
will convey water from Fountain Creek to the 
Loop’s customers in El Paso County.

•	 Operations Superintendent Dan LaFontaine re-
ported on four main breaks that occurred in De-
cember, one of which lost an estimated 1 million 
gallons of water. That leak washed out a road, 

he said. He emphasized the importance of the 
district’s project to replace and repair the oldest 
parts of the district’s distribution system.

•	 District Engineer Ariel Hacker told the board 
that Phase A of El Paso County’s project to wid-
en Hghway 105 is expected to take another two 
years to complete. Phase A addresses Highway 
105 between Jackson Creek Parkway and Lake 
Woodmoor Drive. Phase B of the project will 
widen Highway 105 between Lake Woodmoor 
Drive. and Martingale Road., Hacker said, add-
ing that planning for the easements required by 
Phase B is underway. 

**********
The next meeting is scheduled for Feb. 12 at 1 p.m. 
Meetings are usually held on the second Monday 
of each month at 1 p.m. at the district office at 1845 
Woodmoor Drive; please see www.woodmoorwater.
com or call 719-488-2525 to verify meeting times and 
locations.
James Howald can be reached at jameshowald@ocn.me. 
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Above: District Firefighter of the Year 2023, 
Engineer Christian Schmidt.  

Photo courtesy MFD.

Right: Charles Ragland 
promoted to Lieutenant. 
Ragland was unavailable 
to attend the ceremony.  
Photo courtesy MFD.

Above: Brian Kirkpatrick was promoted to 
Lieutenant. From left, parents Diane and Tim 
Kirkpatrick, wife Ambyr, daughter Britain, son 
Evan, and Lt. Kirkpatrick with Fire Chief Andy 
Kovacs in the bay at Station 1, Monument on 
Jan. 24. After Kovacs had administered the oath 
of office to Kirkpatrick, Ambyr pinned on her 
husband’s badge. Photo by Natalie Barszcz.

Above: Adam Wakefield was promoted to 
Lieutenant. From left, sibling Angie Wakefield, 
daughter Kinsley, wife Noomi, Lt. Wakefield, Fire 
Chief Andy Kovacs, and (front row) sons Cole 
and Austin hold their dad’s new helmet at Station 
1, Monument on Jan. 24. After Kovacs had 
administered the oath of office, Noomi pinned on 
her husband’s badge. Photo by Natalie Barszcz.
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