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By Marlene Brown
The Northern El Paso County Coalition of Commu-
nity Associations (NEPCO) held its bi-monthly meet-
ing on Jan. 20. NEPCO’s purpose is to serve and be an 
area-wide point of contact for interaction with local 
government and agencies regarding land use matters 
that impact member associations and their residents. 
NEPCO’s area of interest is bordered on the north by 
the county line, on the east by Meridian Road, on the 
south along Northgate Boulevard to Highway 83, and 
west along the ridgeline of the Front Range.

NEPCO has over 50 members of homeowner 
associations (HOAs), which represents over 10,000 
homes and over 20,000 registered voters. Cherry 
Creek Crossing is the newest member HOA to join 
NEPCO.

Board President Mike Aspenson announced that 
the Land Use Committee chair is open. Current Com-
mittee Chair Bob Mooney is retiring but is available 
for training anyone that is a member of an HOA. They 
will be able to run and update the spreadsheets and 
files that coordinate with the county Planning Com-
mission using EDARP (epcdevplanreview.com), 
which is a database of current land development 
projects in the county that is available to the public 
and the Monument Planning Commission. For more 
information, interested parties should email presi-
dent@nepco.org. No experience needed.

Beth Lonnquist, chairman of the Wildfire Pre-
paredness Committee, Red Rocks Ranch Home Own-
ers Association, explained that January is the time 
to begin planning wildfire mitigation. Contact the 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District dba 
Monument Fire District (MFD) for a chipping date. 

The chipping is free for HOAs. MFD will send two fire-
fighters and chipper truck. They will man the truck, 
and the homeowners need 10-12 volunteers to get 
small trees and brush ready for the chipping day and 
to feed the chipper. To sign up your HOA for chipping 
day, go to www.monumentfire.org.

Wildfire Neighborhood Ambassador training 
class is coming Feb. 21-March 27 online. This year’s 
six modules will be presented by Fire Adapted Colo-
rado for free to residents of neighborhoods that al-
ready have established slash chipping programs and 
want to build more depth in their Firewise volunteer 
group. For information, call Lisa Hatfield 719-339-
7831 before Feb. 14.

Guest speakers—law enforcement
Undersheriff Jeff Kramer spoke on behalf of the coun-
ty (EPC) Sheriff’s Office. It is the largest sheriff’s office 
in the state, with 542 sworn personnel and 336 profes-
sional staff. EPC is the most populous county in Colo-
rado. The office also runs the EPC Jail, which is like a 
small city. As of Jan. 20, there were 1,100 inmates in 
the jail. On any given day there are 100-200 inmates 
that must be transported to court in downtown Colo-
rado Springs. The officers have mental health and cri-
sis intervention training. There are 11 school resource 
officers working for the office that are contracted and 
are placed in county schools. 

County areas are divided into districts. North-
ern District 1 is Woodmoor, Gleneagle, Monument 
and Palmer Lake. District 2 is Black Forest and east-
ward. District 1 has 11,200 houses with goals of call 
response times of 15 minutes for one car and 20 min-
utes for two cars depending on the call priority. Black 
Forest has a 20-minute response time and Falcon 20-

25 minutes.
The Town of Monument’s new police chief as 

of May 9, Patrick Regan, is working to hire five more 
officers. The officers would include two to be hired 
this year, two more would be school officers and one 
would be a detective. Plus, more are needed as su-
pervisors. Regan has over 23 years in leadership and 
training positions. He moved here from Arizona and 
mentioned the crime rate is very low in the Tri-Lakes 
area compared to what he is used to.

Woodmoor Chief of Police Kevin Nielsen spoke 
next. Woodmoor has eight sworn officers. They work 
in collaboration with Monument and Palmer Lake 
police and the Sheriff’s Office. They have a Missing 
Persons Officer, Kelly Fisher, and two resource offi-
cers at Monument Academy. Most of their calls are 
criminal trespass and vehicle break-ins, smash and 
grab, porch pirates, and mail theft. Nielsen said to be 
sure to lock up your cars and if there was no mail in 
your box you might be a victim of theft.

Be sure to sign up for Peak Alerts, and in event of 
an emergency messages can be sent via text, phone, 
email, or mobile app. See https://elpasoteller911.
org/246/Peak-Alerts. 

**********
NEPCO meets every other month, and the next meet-
ing is scheduled for March 9, 10 a.m.-noon at the 
Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. 
For more information regarding membership and fu-
ture meetings, go to nepco.org

Marlene Brown can be reached at 
marlenebrown@ocn.me.

Hills use septic systems, do not connect to the dis-
trict’s wastewater system and therefore pay a lower 
rate.

Administrative resolutions
At its Jan. 18 meeting, the board passed Resolution 
2024-5, which establishes rules by which the board 
will operate, such as the timelines for budget approv-
al and other required financial reporting and where 
legal and meeting notices will be published. This res-
olution must be updated annually. 

The board also set the location, dates, and times 
for its 2024 board meetings. That schedule is pub-
lished on the district’s webpage here: www.donala-
water.org/images/docs/2023_Meeting_Schedule.pdf. 
Highlights of financial, operational reports
• In his manager’s report, General Manager Jeff 

Hodge told the board that the district came in 
under budget for the previous year. 

• Hodge said Classic Homes had proposed a resi-
dential development, consisting of 49 homes, 
adjacent to the Big R store and just east of I-25. To 
avoid paying a tap fee for each house built, Clas-
sic Homes had asked for all the homes to use a 
single water tap and meter. Typically, each resi-
dence has its own water and sewer tap, and the 
builder pays a fee for those taps when a house is 
built.

• Water Operator Ronny Wright told the board 
that the study of hydrous manganese oxide to 
reduce radium levels in the district’s water was 
complete and he would submit it to the state af-
ter some fine tuning. After state approval, the 

district would begin using a process to reme-
diate radium using hydrous manganese oxide 
technology, and all radium compliance issues 
should be resolved by the second quarter of 
2025.

**********
The next board meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
Feb. 15 at 1:30 p.m. Generally, board meetings are 
held the third Thursday of the month at 1:30 p.m. and 
include online access; call (719) 488-3603 or access 
www.donalawater.org to receive up-to-date meet-
ing information. The district office is located at 15850 
Holbein Drive, Colorado Springs. 
James Howald can be reached at jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Jackie Burhans can be reached at  
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

Northern El Paso County Coalition of Community Associations (NEPCO), Jan. 20

Group hears from law enforcement officials

El Paso County Regional Loop Water Authority, Jan. 18 

Consultants address financing, CSU facilities, easements
By James Howald

At its January meeting, the El Paso County Regional 
Loop Water Authority (EPCRLWA, or the Loop) board 
heard progress reports from two consultants. The 
board also held an executive session.
Consultants address financing, easements 
John Kuosman updated the board on his discussions 
with engineering companies and Colorado Springs 
Utilities (CSU).

Kuosman, a water practice leader with Merrick 
and Co. who also serves as the Loop Water Author-
ity’s project planning and workflow manager, said he 
had received feedback from several engineering com-
panies on projects they had worked on that were rel-
evant to the Loop’s water reuse design. He used that 
feedback to determine the cost drivers that the Loop 
should build into its financial analysis. These cost 
drivers were used by Piper Sandler, the Loop’s under-
writer, to develop financing scenarios that will be vot-
ed on by the authority’s participating water districts. 

Kuosman said the Town of Monument is driving 
the Loop’s work to develop a financial model for the 
project, because the town needs to make a final deci-
sion whether it will remain a participant in the Loop 

or become a participant in the Northern Delivery 
System, a water reuse project that is managed by the 
Triview Metropolitan District. Kuosman said he had 
scheduled a presentation to the town at its executive 
session on Jan. 30.

Kuosman also reported to the board on his dis-
cussions with CSU. The Loop initially assumed that 
it would be responsible for construction of all infra-
structure required to process and convey water to its 
customers, but as the project moved forward CSU be-
came open to the possibility of the Loop using CSU’s 
Edward Bailey Water Treatment Plant (EBWTP), 
which has unused capacity. Using EBWTP would save 
the Loop the cost of building its own treatment facil-
ity. The potential use of EBWTP by the Loop to pro-
cess water from the Chilcott Ditch raises the issue of 
treatment upgrades that might be required at EBWTP, 
Kuosman said, adding that CSU is funding a study to 
make this determination. Kuosman said he would re-
view the water quality data the authority has collected 
and facilitate a meeting with CSU.

Rebecca Hutchinson, also with Merrick and Co., 
told the board she was investigating the easements 
that would be required to convey the water treated at 

the EBWTP, which is located at 977 Marksheffel Rd., 
to the east of Colorado Springs, to the Loop’s cus-
tomers in northern El Paso County. Hutchinson said 
she is working with two companies that specialize in 
easement investigations: Kimley Horn and Western 
States Land Services LLC. 

Executive session
The meeting ended with an executive session to re-
ceive information from consultants regarding water 
sources. The executive session was attended by board 
members from the participating water districts. 

**********
The next regular meeting is scheduled for Feb. 15 at 
9 a.m. Regular meetings are usually held on the third 
Thursday of each month at 9 a.m. at the Monument 
Town Hall at 645 Beacon Lite Road. Workshop meet-
ings are held the first Thursday of each month at 9 
a.m. at the Cherokee Metropolitan District offices at 
6250 Palmer Park Blvd., Colorado Springs. Please see 
loopwater.org or call 719-488-3603 to verify meeting 
times and locations.
James Howald can be reached at jameshowald@ocn.me. 

By Bill Kappel
For the second consecutive year, temperatures were 
below normal and precipitation was above normal 
in 2023. This continued the trend around the Palmer 
Divide so far this winter and hopefully will continue 
into spring. The month started off warmer than nor-
mal and ended warmer than normal, but most days 
in between were cold and unsettled.

After a quiet first three days of the month, a pe-
riod of cool and snowy conditions moved in. This 
produced measurable snowfall each day from the 4th 
through the 8th. During the period snow wasn’t con-
tinuous but off and on each day, accumulating 6-10 
inches for most of us. 

In the middle of the month, a strong blast of Arc-
tic air invaded the region and most of the country. 
High temperatures reached 40F on the afternoon of 
the 9th, but that was the last time we reached above 
freezing until noon on the 16th. This is an extremely 
long time frame for us as even in very cold outbreaks 
we usually scour out the cold air within a few days 
and westerly, warming winds kick in. 

However, this time, the cold air mass was deeper 
than normal and had a couple of reinforcing surges. 
Westerly winds never materialized until the end of the 
event. Temperatures reached the teens and 20 below 
zero on five consecutive nights from the 13th through 
the 18th. During the period, snowfall wasn’t heavy, 
partly because the air was so cold, but we managed to 
pick up 2-4 inches over the period. 

Mild conditions moved in quickly behind the de-
parting cold air, with highs reaching into the mid- and 
upper 40s on the 17th and 18th. A quick shot of cold 
air and light snow moved in overnight on the 18th 
and kept temperatures cold on the 20th with highs 
in the low 20s. Once again, mild conditions moved in 
quickly, with high temperatures 30 degrees warmer 
than the day before, hitting the low 50s. Temperatures 
remained slightly warmer than normal over the next 
week, with highs in the 40s each afternoon from the 
21st through the 25th. 

The final storm of the month began to affect the 
region during the early evening of the 25th. Howev-
er, this storm was of Pacific Ocean origins, and this 
meant relatively mild conditions. Temperatures were 
only slightly below freezing during the event, produc-
ing heavy, wet snowfall that felt more like April than 
January. The relatively warmer air mass was also able 
to hold higher levels of moisture, and this resulted in 
some quick accumulations, with the storm produc-
ing 4-7 inches from the evening of the 25th through 
the morning of the 26th. After this system departed, 
mild temperatures returned to the region to end the 
month. Highs moved through the 40s on the 27th to 
the 50s from the 28th through the 31st, a bit of a Janu-
ary thaw before we head into our snowiest months of 
winter.

A look ahead
February is often a transition month as we move from 
the dry and cold conditions in December and Janu-

ary toward relatively warmer and wetter conditions 
of March and April. Precipitation averages around an 
inch with just over 20 inches of snow expected and 
average high temperatures in the 30s. It can get very 
cold in February with Arctic air making brief pushes 
into the region. However, days begin to get a little lon-
ger, which leads to some nice, sunny days, and the 
snow that does fall begins to melt faster. 

January 2024 Weather Statistics
Average High   40.1° (-°) 

100-year return frequency value max 48.4° min 30.8°
Average Low   13.4° (-0.2°) 

100-year return frequency value max 26.6° min 6.6°
Highest Temperature 58° on the 14th 
Lowest Temperature -21° on the 15th 
Monthly Precipitation 0.91” 

(+0.28” 39% above normal)
100-year return frequency value max 1.56” min 0.01”

Monthly Snowfall 16.4” 
(+”, 10% below normal)

Season to Date Snow  58.1” 
(+5.3”, 10% above normal) 

(the snow season is from Oct 1 to Sept 30) 
Season to Date Precip. 0.91” 

(+0.20”, 22% above normal) 
(the precipitation season, Jan 1 to Dec 31)

Heating Degree Days 1257 (+160) 1097
Cooling Degree Days 0
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. He 

can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

January Weather Wrap


