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going to get hurt. Why can’t we be pro-
active instead of reactive.”

Vollmer Road resident Maggie
Mae Stone stated, “I've been trying on
the same subject for nearly 2 1/2 years
to find out when somebody is going
to give a damn about the kids at the

By Helen Walklett

At the Feb. 1 El Paso County Planning
Commission meeting, Chair Tom Bai-
ley reported that he and Commissioner
Jay Carlson had met with County Com-
missioners Stan VanderWerf and Cam-
mie Bremer to work toward a meeting
between the full Board of County Com-
missioners (BOCC) and the Planning
Commission.

Bailey said, “They’re very happy

By Janet Sellers

NOTE: This reporter was unable to make
a recording or attend in person and at-
tended viaan online Zoom meeting. This
article was based on the agenda avail-
able online at www.BFFire.org and her
notesfromthemeeting.Thisreporterwas
unable to enter the Zoom meeting until
20 minutes had passed, and some details
fromthe meetingwere unavailabletoher
at this writing.

At the Black Forest Fire/Rescue Protec-
tion District (BFFRPD) meeting on Feb.
21, the board discussed the financial
management plan, the budget execu-
tion, costs and delivery issues for the
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School in the Woods and put up speed
limit signs”

Although it is a designated school
zone, limited to 25 mph, this cannot be
enforced because there are no signs.
Stone told the commissioners that she
and her husband had offered to pay

for two signs, but no one had acted in-
terested in any way. She said she had
been told by three Sheriff’s Deputies
on three separate occasions that noth-
ing would change until someone died.

Chair Cami Bremer asked Josh
Palmer, county engineer, to follow up

El Paso County Planning Commission, Feb. 1

Positive feedback from county commissioners

with what we’re giving them, so thank
you all for that. Your participation in
these discussions, in these delibera-
tions, the questions that you ask, the
points that we get onto the record gives
the [county] commissioners a very sol-
id foundation to make their final deci-
sion.”

Carlson said the commissioners
had commented, “We want you guys
to function independently. We're not

looking for you to think ‘What would
the Board of County Commissioners
do or think! He added, “The other thing
that both commissioners mentioned
in our conversations with them is that
they do read all our minutes and that
they really pay attention to the dis-
senting votes, if there are any, and see
if there’s something they might have
missed in their look at things. So, it’s
important to get our thoughts on the

Black Forest Fire/Rescue Protection District, Feb. 21

New tender truck issues discussed; properties included

new fire tender truck, and authority re-
garding policies and procedures.

There was a discussion between
the board and Chief P.J. Langmaid re-
garding policies and proposals as well
as implementation of the policies as
procedures. The board approved the
stated contract expenditure for the
tender truck at delivery and reserved
conversation to a later time regarding
any further fees from issues regarding
a timely delivery.

Inclusion of properties to the dis-
trict were requested and adopted at
this meeting. There were no comments
on workshops, and a resident asking
about plans for more equipment was
told that it’s in the long-term plan.
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Chief Langmaid requested a public
executive session with the board, and
it was held at 8:50 p.m. The discussion
centered on clarification for the chief
and board duties of the district as an
elite force and other terminology for
policies and for terms on which the
board requested clarification. Mem-
bers of the board suggested that they
address these issues later and not in
this board meeting as the board mem-
bers were not in agreement regarding
the nature of the issues. They decided
to announce a special meeting to clar-
ity for all board members and when
all board members are present. These
comments ended the executive ses-
sion.

directly with the two citizens to explain
the measures taken and those planned,
which include the installation of dual
turn lanes over the summer when the
school is closed.
Helen Walklett can be reached at
helenwalklett@ocn.me.

record.

It is hoped that the meeting be-
tween the BOCC and the Planning
Commission will take place in the next
several weeks. Members of the public
can comment on any application on
the agenda at a Planning Commission
hearing and can also raise a matter not
on the agenda at the start of a meeting.

Helen Walklett can be reached at

helenwalklett@ocn.me

Upon return to the regular meet-
ing there were no more issues, and the
meeting was adjourned at 9:27 p.m.
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Meetings are usually held on the third
Wednesday of the month at Station
1, 11445 Teachout Road, Colorado
Springs. Meetings are open to the pub-
lic in person or via Zoom. The next reg-
ular meeting is scheduled for March 20
at 7 p.m. For joining instructions, up-
dates, agendas, minutes, and reports,
visit www.bffir.org or contact Director
of Public Relations Brooke Reid at Ad-
min@bffire.org or call 719-495-4300.
Janet Sellers may be reached at
JanetSellers@ocn.me.

Monument Fire District, Feb. 28
Board meeting held after
OCN went to press

By Natalie Barszcz
The Monument Fire District (MFD)
board met on Feb. 28, which was after
this issue of Our Community News had
gone to press. Coverage of that meeting
will be included in our April 6 issue.
skkeskkokkkkkk

Meetings are usually held on the fourth
Wednesday of the month. A special
meeting/public hearing for the inclu-
sion/exclusion of property related to
the merger with Donald Wescott Fire

Protection District will be held via
Zoom and in person on March 6 at
3:30 p.m. at Station 1, 18650 Highway
105. The next regular board meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, March 27
at 6:30 p.m. For Zoom meeting joining
instructions, agendas, minutes, and
updates, visit www.monumentfire.org
or contact Director of Administration
Jennifer Martin at 719-484-9011.
Natalie Barszcz can be reached at
nataliebarszcz@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Jan 8

Safe Routes to School trail
approved

By James Howald

In February, the Woodmoor Water and
Sanitation District (WWSD) board dis-
cussed and approved an Intergovern-
mental Agreement (IGA) with Lewis-
Palmer School District 38 (LPSD). The
board allocated additional funds to
the Highway 105 construction project.
It also heard operational reports. The
meeting ended with an executive ses-
sion.

Walking trail for

students approved

District Manager Jessie Shaffer asked
the board to approve an IGA between
WWSD and LPSD allowing the school
district to use a portion of WWSD’s land
for a Safe Routes to School walking trail
to be used by students. The IGA had
been a long time in the making, Shaffer
said, and would permit the school dis-
trict to use WWSD'’s lower lake access
road, which runs along the southwest-
ern edge of Lake Woodmoor, as a trail
students could use to walk to school.
Shaffer said a second IGA would be
needed to address the construction of a
bridge across the spillway at the south-
ern edge of Lake Woodmoor.

The IGA notes that the school
district has obtained a Safe Routes to
School grant from the U.S. Department
of Transportation to fund construction
of the trail. It makes LPSD responsible
for the maintenance of the trail and
specifies that LPSD will install two dou-
ble-leaf vehicle gates at the north and
south ends of the access road and will
also install a fence along the western
edge of the lake. LPSD will be responsi-
ble for maintenance and upkeep of the
gates, the fence, and signs at the trail-
head. The IGA also indemnifies WWSD

against any liability for use of the trail
and insures WWSD against claims up
to $2 million.

Director Tom Roddam said he was
opposed to the IGA, arguing that the
indemnification in the IGA would not
prevent WWSD from being sued. “It’s
notworth a hill of beans,” Roddam said.

Board President Brian Bush said
WWSD has “passively acknowledged
this plan for a lot of years.” (Our Com-
munity News first reported on the plan
in 2017.)

Roddam suggested tabling the IGA
until the plan for the bridge across the
spillway was complete.

Shaffer said that prior WWSD
boards had agreed to the plan, and it
would be hard to renege on those com-
mitments now. He said they could do
so now but “it would be tough.”

Director Dan Beley expressed
some reservations about the IGA. Di-
rector Bill Clewe and Treasurer Roy
Martinez said they did not have a prob-
lem with the terms of the IGA.

The board voted to approve the
IGA. Beley, Bush, Clewe and Martinez
voted in favor; Roddam voted against.

Additional funds for

Highway 105 allocated
Richard Hood, of JVA Inc., the com-
pany managing WWSD’s portion of El
Paso County’s project to widen High-
way 105 between Jackson Creek Park-
way and Lake Woodmoor Dr., gave the
board an update on that project and
asked the board to approve some ad-
ditional funds.

Hood explained that Wildcat Con-
struction has completed about 60% of

WWSD (Cont. on 12)




