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Above: Members of the Tri-Lakes Lions Club and Knights of Sight gathered 
Jan. 14 to process over 60 pounds of recyclable eyeglasses donated by area 
residents. The glasses were sent to the Colorado Lions Eyeglass Recycling 
Center in Denver for further processing. Lions International vision centers 
will provide the glasses for free to underprivileged people around the world. 
Walmart Vision, America’s Best, Monument Vision, and Premier Vision helped 
with the project. Photo by Gordon Reichal. 

Above: There were chess boards as far as the eye could see in the gym 
at Bear Creek Elementary on Feb. 24 as the school hosted the 17th annual 
D38 chess tournament. About 130 students took part. Robert Collier was the 
best among high school students, and Colton Kandrak topped the middle 
school division. Among elementary school students, Abraham Burruel won the 
first-grade category, Anze Caulkins was tops among second-graders. Henry 
Johnson won the third-grade division. Max Lindeman came in first among 
fourth-graders. The fifth-grade category was won by Walter Hefter. Kyle Fieber 
was tops among sixth-graders and Sam Knauf won the kindergarten category. 
In the photo, Palmer Lake Elementary School student Tucker VanderJagt 
makes a move toward victory in his third-round competition. Photo by Michael 
Weinfeld.

perennial lovage from seed indoors, 
then plant outdoors after the last frost. 
It matures to a whopping 60 inches in 

90 days; cutting it back mid-season 
will bring forth new, tasty leaves. Easily 
grown from seed, it grows well in pots 

but is most vigorous in the ground.
Janet Sellers is an avid “lazy gardener” 
letting Mother Nature lead the way for 

natural growing wisdom. Reach her at 
janetsellers@ocn.me.

Above: A Palmer Ridge High School junior was named Division 4 Young 
Marine of the Year for the second consecutive year on Dec. 28. Jackson 
Waters, 17, will now compete with five other division winners for the title of 
National Young Marine of the Year, the highest honor bestowed by the Young 
Marines nationally. The competition will be held March 23 in Woodbridge, 
Va., near the Young Marines National Headquarters. Since joining the Young 
Marines in 2016, Jackson has logged 850 hours of community service. Photo 
courtesy of the Young Marines.

Above: Members of the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) and their spouses got 
CPR training at the Woodmoor Barn on Feb. 21. The training was conducted by 
the Monument Fire Department and UC Health cardiac care nurses. According 
to the American Heart Association, 74% of cardiac arrests that occur outside 
of a hospital happen at home, and nearly half of those victims survive when 
someone performs CPR. In the photo, TLWC member Margie Klaus watches 
as Roger Meurer, spouse of TLWC member Laura Meurer (not pictured), 
practices CPR technique. Checking the monitor that gives feedback on proper 
CPR technique are TLWC member and organizer of the event Carol Costakis 
and her husband Greg. Photo by Sue Leggiero.
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Left: About 40 people lined up early to be among the first to eat ice cream for 
breakfast at Lolley’s Ice Cream in Monument on Feb. 24. Monument residents 
Ryan Maguire and his family were first in line at 8:40 a.m., 20 minutes before 
the shop opened. Maguire says they were first in line last year, too. The national 
event was originally scheduled for Feb. 3, but had to be postponed in Monument 
because of a snowstorm. Maguire says if it hadn’t been postponed, they would’ve 
stood in line in the snow. Customers had their choice of having their ice cream on 
top of waffles or mini-doughnuts. Photo by Michael Weinfeld.

Snapshots of Our Community

By Janet Sellers
Imagination is available at all times; using 
it to be creative and make something is a 
highly developed and valued skill.
Art has an effect on viewers and collec-
tors, and they seek to revisit the realms 
the artist brings as a kind of portal for 
them. We all experience this kind of 
portal idea when we read books or 
watch television and video games or 
use visual and sound media to engage 
with ideas and our imagination. The 
artist creates a pathway from our day-
to-day life to the realm of imagination, 
bringing it to us physically from their 
adventures in imagination via art cre-
ation. 

Art is decoration, a statement, rit-
ual equipment, ornament, entertain-
ment, and more. Art is the imagina-

tion made visible and tangible. We can 
make it ourselves, we can buy art as 
investment, and we can even buy frac-
tional shares of art as investment and 
earn a return when the art sells.

In the last year, among the top 
10 smart and safe investments with 
a whopping 10 percent return listed 
by the investment firm Lion’s Wealth 
Management, art is No. 4. Art is an in-
vestment to enjoy seeing every day 
while it creates a return. It also appreci-
ates in value independently of other in-
vestment indexes like security indexes 
and inflation. 

This begs the question of which 
level of art is investment worthy and 
how is that determined and discerned? 
Frequently, investors use the second-
ary art market for investment levels, 

and the cognoscenti (literati) invest in 
the primary art market. What are those?

The primary art market is the first 
purchase of a work and usually lower in 
price than when the artwork is resold, 
which is known as the secondary mar-
ket. Artworks can be resold often, but it 
is likely that the collector buys the art-
work because they like to see it or know 
they can share it via leasing or other 
ways for shows at museums and events. 

These primary and secondary art 
markets are closely intertwined, and 
the best way for people to understand 
the investment value, as with any in-
vestment, is educating themselves 
about the art, artists and the stability 
of the artists’ works and the art prices. 
The secondary art market tends to be 
more stable but as in any market, the 

seller, be it at auction, private sale, or a 
gallery sale, looks to make the highest 
return possible. Just as in any business, 
an artist’s artwork sales need to go up 
to show confidence, stability, and prof-
itability for investment status. Even so, 
art for art’s sake and art for personal 
pleasure are still investments to enjoy 
and brighten our days. 

News flash! This year, our Art Hop 
season will change from Thursdays to 
Fridays and include music, food, and 
more. Stay tuned!
Janet Sellers is an artist, writer and speak-
er who makes and shares her artworks 
locally and nationally via galleries, writ-
ing, and talks on art and making things. 

Contact her at janetsellers@ocn.me. 

Art Matters

Fine art offers valuable returns


