
By Bernard L. Minetti
Nearly a dozen building industry repre-
sentatives upset about a proposed sprin-
kler requirement for new residential con-
struction spoke out at the Oct. 27 meeting 
of the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Depart-
ment board. The requirement is part of the 
2009 International Fire Code, which the 
board was considering adopting for the 
district. After much discussion, the board 

approved implementation of the fi re code 
but deferred a decision on the sprinkler 
requirement.

Board President Charlie Pocock 
stipulated that the sprinkler provision will 
be revisited at the October 2011 board 
meeting for consideration. He noted that 
the sprinkler requirement only referred 
to new construction and that there is no 
requirement for retrofi tting or installation 

upon resale of a home. 
During the session, building industry 

representatives voiced their opposition to 
the sprinkler requirement. An individual 
identifying himself as the president of 
Classic Homes gave a short talk delineat-
ing the effect of the cost factor involved 
with the sprinkler requirement. Director 
Roger Lance countered that he believed 
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Above: Attendees of the Empty Bowl browse the 
numerous bowl selections. Right: Volunteers from across 
the Tri-Lakes area assisted with the event, including these 
administrators from District 38 who served soup. Photos 
by David Futey. See page 28 for more photos. 

Tri-Lakes community and others 
support the Empty Bowl
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Volunteers reporting on community issues in Monument, Palmer Lake, and the surrounding Tri-Lakes area
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Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Department board, Oct. 27

Fire board again defers sprinkler issue

(Continued on page 2)

A Patriotic Christmas 
Marketplace, Nov. 7

10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sundance Mountain Ath-
letic Center, 1808 Woodmoor Dr. Help 
the Tri-Lakes Networking Team stuff 
boxes for service-members stationed 
overseas this Christmas season.  

D-38 Community 
Meetings, Nov. 16-17

7 p.m., D-38 Administration Build-
ing Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Community members are in-
vited to contribute their suggestions and 
comments for the search for the next D38 
Superintendent of Schools.

FREE Thanksgiving Dinner
 at Rosie’s Diner, Nov. 25

Hourly seatings 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Palmer Lake’s 

Chili Supper, Nov. 27
5-8:30 p.m. All proceeds go toward main-
tenance of the Palmer Lake Star. 

Historic Monument 
Small Town Christmas, Dec. 4

10 a.m.-4 p.m., Downtown Monument. 
Enjoy a day full of holiday activities in-
cludes a visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
holiday crafts for the kids at the Old 
Town Hall, reindeer, miniature donkeys, 
carolers, hayrides, handpainted holiday 
banners, a Christmas tree lighting, mer-
chant special events, and refreshments . 

RMMA FREE Concert, Dec. 4
Three of the artists who once played in 
the popular Da Vinci String Quartet will 
perform piano quartet music with Dr. Mi-
chael Baron starting at 7 p.m., Forestgate 
Presbyterian Church, 970 Northgate Rd.

Kiwanis North Pole at 
Tri-Lakes Craft Show, Dec. 4-5

Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and Sun., 11 a.m.-4 
p.m., Lewis-Palmer Middle School, 1776 
Woodmoor Dr. 

See pages 31-35 for details 
of these and many other 

local events.

Our Community News is now at OCN.ME
Like many other media companies, OCN has adopted the new .ME address extension for simple shorthand alternatives to our classic 
ourcommunitynews.org addresses, which are still usable. Save typing—www.ocn.me will take you to our website. For advertising 
information, please send an e-mail to ads@ocn.me. Letters to the editor can be sent to editor@ocn.me.

By David Futey
Sometimes it takes a community to help 
a community. That seemed the mantra 
for the 2010 Empty Bowl held at Lewis-
Palmer High School on Oct. 13. 

The 20th annual Empty Bowl was 
sponsored by the Monument Hill Ki-
wanis, the Lewis-Palmer High School and 
Palmer Ridge High School Key Clubs, 
and the Lewis-Palmer School District, 
with proceeds from the event going to 
support the efforts of Tri-Lakes Cares 
(TLC). TLC Executive Director Haley 
Chapin was “thankful to all the donors 
and for the turnout and support received 
from the community.” 

Indeed, it takes substantial commu-

nity support for this annual event. For ex-
ample, a combination of 33 potters and art 
organizations created over 1,000 bowls for 
distribution. Though the majority of pot-
ters were from the Tri-Lakes area, potter 
Anne Shimek noted that a “good number 
of bowls were received from potters out-
side of the Tri-Lakes area, and they were 
glad to help,” demonstrating the reach of 
the event’s goal to assist those in need. 

There was also a bit of excitement 
during bowl selection as numerous attend-
ees of the event arrived well before the 5 
p.m. start time to ensure a good selection 
of bowls to choose from. Every attendee 
of the event selects a bowl as part of the 
evening’s activities. 

Besides the potters, 16 churches and 
over 40 businesses and individuals pro-
vided goods and services for the event. A 
number of local businesses and organiza-
tions also donated various items for the 
Empty Bowl Silent Auction. The auction, 
coordinated by Amy Braun and Kathleen 
Fulton, had over 75 donations, with some 
items brought in the day of the event. 
Braun stated the support for the auction as 
another example of how the “community 
rallies around Tri-Lakes Cares.”

Information about Tri-Lakes Cares 
and ways to support its mission is at tri-
lakescares.org. 

David Futey can be reached at 
dfutey@ocn.me
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that safety could not be 
priced out of the equation. 
He stated that there should 
be no price tag assigned 
to personal safety. Fire 
Marshal Curtis Kauffman 
supported Lance’s posi-
tion and stated that the cost 
would be approximately $1 
to $2 a square foot, which 
he believed was minimal 
in relationship to the fi re 

safety accomplished.
Lance said that the 

average damage to a 
“sprinklered” house dur-
ing a fi re was approxi-
mately $4,000 to $5,000, 
while an unsprinklered 
unit averaged $45,000 in 
damages. He also said that 
the safety of fi re personnel 
as well as occupants be 
considered. Lance added 

that 10 to 20 years ago, 
the burn-through time for 
construction material was 
about 30 minutes. Now, 
due to the construction 
industry utilizing lighter 
and cheaper materials, the 
burn-through time is ap-
proximately fi ve minutes. 
This shortened burn-
through time endangers all 
involved in any residential 
confl agration, especially 
fi refi ghters.

The building industry 
representatives agreed 
with Lance’s statement 
concerning burn-through 
times. When asked by 
Lance directly what the 
industry objection to the 
sprinkler installation re-
quirement was, several 
of the industry attendees 
replied simultaneously that 
“cost” was the sole factor. 
Lance observed that there 
was little to no apparent 
concern given to safety 
considerations by the in-
dustry. 

Directors John Hil-
debrandt, Bill Ingram, 
and Bruce Fritzsche said 
that they had polled con-
stituents regarding the 
sprinkler provision and 
had found stiff opposition. 
They stated that they be-
lieved that their constitu-
ents did not understand the 
overall importance of this 
safety requirement. Lance 
was the only board mem-
ber to prioritize the safety 
aspect of the sprinkler re-
quirement, citing that fi re 
personnel and occupants 
were endangered more in a 
non-sprinklered home than 
in a sprinkler-equipped 
residence.

Hildebrandt cited 
the possibility that Tri-
Lakes residents lacked 
an understanding of the 
necessity for sprinklers. 
Hildebrandt, Fritzsche, 
and Ingram indicated that 
they feared the reaction of 
their constituents should 
this sprinkler requirement 
be passed. Pocock advised 
the board that he would 
personally undertake an 

PASSIVE SOLAR HOME IN WAKONDA
HILLS! 1.23-acres. Trees, privacy and 
mountain views! Over 2300 sq. ft, 4 
br, 2 ba, remodeled eat-in kitchen 
with granite tops. Tile floors, main-
level master, large deck. Only 
$318,900!

FABULOUS LOT IN HAWK-
RIDGE! Trees, privacy, and 
great views from this corner 
lot! Over 3 acres. Easy 
build. Should take walk-out. 
Well and septic required. 
Area of estate homes. D38. 
Only $225,000!NEW LISTING

2.56-ACRE LOT IN BENT
TREE! Great southern 
exposure on this wooded lot 
located on a quiet street. 
Easy build, should take 
walk-out basement. Only 
$209,000!
NEW LISTING

BEST LOT IN WISSLER
RANCH! Over 3-acre corner 
lot with pines and meadow! 
Close to community park, 
quiet street, area of million 
dollar homes, will take walk-
out. Perc and soil tests 
done. Reduced to $179,900!

2.50 ACRES ON WEST SIDE!
Pines, scrub oak and more! 
Fabulous mountain and city 
views. Zoned for horses. 
Modulars and outbuildings 
OK. You can't get any 
closer to the national forest 
than this! Only $89,000!

MAIN-LEVEL LIVING IN WOODMOOR! 4
br, 3 ba home. 3/4-acre lot. Quiet cul-
de-sac with views of the mountains. 
Backs to open space. New tile floors 
and stainless appliances. Great room 
and finished basement. Only 
$279,500!

WALK-OUT RANCHER ON 2.5-ACRES IN
D-38! Over 4500 sq. ft. 6 bd, 4.5 ba, 
gourmet kitchen, main-level master 
suite, great room with fireplace, for-
mal dining room, finished lower-level. 
Great views! Only $399,000!

F A B U L O U S
WOODMOOR
C U S T O M
HOME! Over 
5100 sq. ft. 
Large treed 
lot. 5 br, 4.5 
ba, office, 
gourmet eat-
in kitchen, 
m a i n - l e v e l 
family room, 
w a l k - o u t 

lower-level. Hardwood floors, new paint, and carpet. Only $475,000!

LOOKING FOR LAND? LOOK AT THESE GREAT LOTS!

Reduced!
Reduced!

GREAT BUY IN GLENEAGLE! Over 
3200 sq ft, (2190 finished), 3 bd. 2.5 
ba. Lots of hardwood. Formal living 
room, dining room, and family room. 
Large eat-in kitchen. Vacant and 
ready to go! Pre-foreclosure, a great 
buy at only $240,000.

Reduced!

Reduced!

Reduced $75+ K!

719-488-1400
www.monumentcoins.com

monumentcoins@gmail.com
In the MONTEVERDE Center
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Host a GOLD Party and 
Receive 10% to 15% in CASH!
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education process between now 
and the October 2011 meeting 
to educate and inform citizens 
through the media.

Treasurer’s report
Treasurer Hildebrandt reported 
that year-to-date budgeted prop-
erty tax revenue had reached 
97.92 percent in September, for 
a total of $3,150,633. He advised 
the board that specific ownership 
taxes had reached 69.89 percent, 
which equated to $224,364. This 
was slightly lagging the budgeted 
amount of 75 percent for Septem-
ber. Hildebrandt then stated that 
the ambulance revenues were 
$420,172, or 91.34 percent of the 
budgeted amount and 16.34 per-
cent ahead for the fiscal year.
Hildebrandt said salaries had 
exceeded the budgeted amount 
by 7.99 percent and overtime 
payments had exceeded the 
budget by 36.46 percent. 
Overall expenses were 
77.76 percent, or 2.76 per-
cent over budget. Fire Chief 
Robert Denboske advised 
the board that the excess ex-
penses were necessary and 
that he would be attempting 
to balance the excesses be-
fore the end of the year. 

Administrative Assis-
tant Jennifer Martin advised 
the board that firefighter 
Mike Rauenzahn had come 
up with an idea for the 
firefighters to recognize 
October as Breast Cancer 
Awareness month. The Tri-
Lakes firefighters wore pink 
T-shirts with a fire shield on 
the front and a design on the 
back stating, “My Courage, 
My Fight, My Life” on the 
top over a pink ribbon. On 
the bottom of the design 

were the words, “Our Battle.” All 
firefighters wore these shirts over 
their uniforms in October.

Martin said Jason White 
had been hired as a firefighter. 
She said that White had origi-
nally been associated with the 
Tri-Lakes Fire District begin-
ning in late 1988 as an Explorer 
Scout working with the district 
for about seven years. Since that 
time, he had been employed by 
the Colorado Springs Fire De-
partment as an emergency medi-
cal technician, as a paramedic 
with Centura Health’s Flight for 
Life, and with Woodland Park as 
an ambulance tech.

Training program
Training Officer Mike Keough 
said the training program had 
become stabilized as the process 
has been improved over time 

with repetition. The training 
statistics for September for Fire/
Hazard Specific classes included 
45 sessions for a total of 468 
personnel training hours. EMS 
Specific Training included five 
sessions that generated a total of 
77.5 personnel training hours in 
this discipline. Physical Fitness 
training included five sessions 
for a total of 21 personnel hours. 
Overall personnel training hours 
amounted to 468 man hours. 

Keough stated that he is con-
tinually developing and seeking 
to improve the training methods 
and opportunities for the fire em-
ployees. He indicated that train-
ing was the heart of professional 
firefighting and emergency ser-
vices.

Pocock then terminated the 
open meeting in deference to an 
executive session titled “Purpose 
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By Jim Kendrick
On Oct. 27, the Donald Wescott Fire Protection District 
board unanimously approved two contracts with AM-
NET Partners of Colorado Springs for maintenance of 
the district’s information technology (IT) equipment and 
installation of new IT equipment in the new district fire 
station to be constructed on Highway 83. 

Chief Jeff Edwards was out of town on vacation. 
Two IT contracts approved

Wescott volunteer firefighters Lt. Tim Hampton and Lt. 
Bryan Ackerman work in the IT industry and volunteered 
to help negotiate the service plan with AMNET Partners 
President/CEO Trevor Dierdorff. All three answered nu-
merous questions from board members about options and 
ways to minimize costs while providing adequate protec-
tion from problems caused by equipment, software, and 
viruses. 

After a very lengthy technical discussion, the board 
unanimously approved an IT services contract with 
AMNET for November and December. The board also 
approved a separate contract with AMNET for all of 
2011. The maximum contract length under the Colorado 
TABOR amendment is 12 months. The monthly fee in 
both contracts is $1,450. 

New volunteers progressing
Volunteer Battalion Chief Mike Badger reported that 
nine new volunteer firefighters had completed their ori-
entation program. A total of 11 volunteer firefighters will 

be taking a Firefighter I class and should graduate in the 
spring. There are currently 20 volunteer firefighters, and 
most have already completed their emergency medical 
technician (EMT) coursework at Pikes Peak Community 
College. 

2009 International Fire Code adopted
The board unanimously approved adoption of the 2009 
International Fire Code. The El Paso County Board of 
County of Commissioners will have to ratify this deci-
sion, which is a routine process. The district had been us-
ing the 2003 International Fire Code. The board deferred 
a decision on requiring sprinkler systems to be installed 
throughout all new single-family homes—as an amend-
ment to the 2009 code—until 2013. 

Wescott will continue to require that sprinkler sys-
tems be installed in new homes over 6,000 square feet 
that are built in areas within the district that do not have 
fire hydrants. 

2011 budget discussion continue
There was a lengthy technical discussion regarding a new 
pay system that would add individual employee certifica-
tions to seniority in determining pay grades. Overall, the 
new system would upgrade pay scales for the most quali-
fied firefighters, a long-term goal of the board. Implemen-
tation would add about 15 percent to the total pay and 
benefits budget. The board consensus was to develop a 
plan that would increase pay in equal steps over a three-
year period. 

The board scheduled a special meeting for finaliza-
tion of the 2011 budget proposal on Nov. 10 at 7 p.m. The 
board will review the final budget at the next regular 
meeting, which was changed from Nov. 24 to Nov. 17 at 7 
p.m. because of the Thanksgiving holiday. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. 
**********

Meetings are normally held on the fourth Wednesday of 
the month at Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. For more 
information on the next two meetings, call 488-8680. 
Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

of Developing Strategies for Negotiations.” 
**********

The next Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
board meeting will be held on Wednesday, Nov. 17, at 7 
p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Highway 105 west of 
Monument near the bowling alley. For further informa-
tion regarding this meeting, contact Fire District Admin-
istrative Assistant Jennifer Martin at 719-484-0911.

Bernard Minetti can be reached at 
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

RIght: Firefighters Tony Tafoya, left, and Rudi Gillette 
display the pink T-shirt that all firefighters wore during 
October to honor Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 
Firefighter Mike Rauenzahn was the originator of the 
idea. Photo by Bernard Minetti.

Homeowners & 
Auto Insurance 

If you are with any major company, 
you are probably paying too much!

Times are tough. Don�t waste money. 
Call and compare. Remember,  

everything is economic. 
Call (719) 574-9544.
Honest, confidential advice.

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning. 
Now accepting  
new students. 

Call Pam Brunson            646-2791
www.pianobypam.com

Horse Boarding 
12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay & 

grain. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter.
Call Rick at 481-6660

11/30/10.

Yarn Show, Nov. 6Yarn Show, Nov. 6
See beautiful, unique yarns and enjoy great savings!See beautiful, unique yarns and enjoy great savings!

Jewelry Show, Nov. 13Jewelry Show, Nov. 13
Works by Laurra Fitzgerald & FelicWorks by Laurra Fitzgerald & Felicita Woods. Sale prices!ita Woods. Sale prices!

www.beadcorneronline.com 

All Yarn

30% OFF

ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST
On-Site Tailoring 

10% OFF
ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of 
drop-off. Prepayment required. 
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Expires 11/30/10.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road 

By King Soopers 
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm 

Sat. 8 am - 4 pm 

BARGAINS EVERY SINGLE DAY 
WE�VE CLEANED OUT OUR CASES AND 

HAVE A FABULOUS SELECTION OF 
JEWELRY MARKED DOWN 10-40% 

NOW CARRYING ANTI-OXIDANT RICH ACAI 
FACE PRODUCTS BY HOITY TOITY 

Clip and save through November 
15% OFF ON ANY ONE ITEM  
(Does not include items marked down 80%) 

 Located in the Monument Plaza 
 behind Rosie�s Diner 

We welcome new consignors so call for an  
appointment today 

719-484-0300 
www.twotimers.net 

Two Timers 
                Fine Consign 
          Women�s, Children�s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 

Guitar
Lessons

All Ages • All Levels • All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious 
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 20 years’ 

Teaching Experience 

Call Mike at 487-8435

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Oct. 27

Information technology 
contract approved
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By Susan Hindman
Changes in the permit needed to operate the wastewater 
portion of Academy Water and Sanitation’s operations 
will require more tests of the lagoon water. Academy’s 
Operator Anthony Pastorello told the board at the Oct. 6 
meeting that he had received a revised wastewater treat-
ment facility discharge permit, which was necessary 
because of some discrepancies in the original permit 
application. 

The new permit has two changes. “We used to just do 
CBOD (carbonaceous biological oxygen demand) com-
posite sampling for influent coming in,” he said. “Now we 
have to do that on top of BOD sampling” also for influent. 
The CBOD leaving the plant is already tested, so “they 
want to see the percentage of removal.” 

Second, “We used to test for fecal coliform going out 
to the creek,” Pastorello said. “Now they’ve done away 
with that, but want us to do E. coli sampling.” Both sam-
plings will require slightly “minimal” extra costs.

Two problems solved
Pastorello noticed that excess vegetation was covering up 
an eroded area of land around the water line of lagoon 
1, “creating a safety hazard for … anyone that would 
step over the affected area unawares.” The fast-growing, 
nutrient-rich vegetation was removed and the bank was 
re-graded at a cost of $900. The cause of the problem was 
grit and soil that has been scraped out and packed against 
the bank during sludge removal last year.

Improperly working compressor pumps at the lower 
lift station set off alarms when they allowed influent to 
exceed normal operating levels at the station. Because 
leaving the two pumps as they were could cause a failure 
during harsher weather, making it more difficult to repair, 
Pastorello said it would be best to replace the pumps, 
which were 15 to 17 years old; the cost was $1,800. 
Zero water readings lead to policy change

Four occupied properties have shown two or more months 
of zero readings for water use. Pastorello sent notices out 
to each of the residences, saying that their meters need 
to be repaired and he needs to get inside the homes to 
do that. But he has not received any response. Three are 
rental properties. 

Because no policy has been set up in the bylaws to 
handle these situations, the board discussed ways to en-
force compliance. The board decided that if a household 
does not respond to a letter of notification within 30 days 
after it was sent, then the district will shut off water to 
the home.

Community members, stakeholders to 
begin meetings

The group putting together a Source Water Protection 
Plan—a statewide, voluntary program for public water 
systems—met and planned the first larger meeting of 
community members and stakeholders (such as the coun-
ty commissioners, the state Department of Health and 
Environment, the sheriff, the county Parks Department, 
Colorado Springs Utilities, and many others). 

The program is designed to assist public water sup-
ply systems in preventing accidental contamination of 
untreated drinking water. The protection plan looks at the 
land use surrounding the water supply and the potential 
problems that could cause contamination. The meeting 
was planned for Oct. 27. 

Full disclosure
The auditor informed the board that—per Colorado 
statutes covering special districts—at every meeting, 
the board needs to specify that no board member has a 
conflict of interest with another district. 

And that bright green stuff on 
top of one of the lagoons?

If you have walked or driven past Academy’s facility on 
Spring Valley Drive, you might have noticed a bright 
green coating on one of the lagoons. It is duckweed, a 
tiny, quarter-inch leaf that floats on the top of the water, 
says Pastorello.

 “It’s a good thing,” he said. “It helps clarify the wa-
ter in warm weather. But I’m waiting to see what kind of 
impact we have when it gets cold and it starts to die off. 
It looks like more than it is.… You’ll see it one day and it 
looks like it’s in a quarter of the pond, then the next day 
it looks like it’s in three-quarters of the pond. It’s just the 
way that stuff reacts.” 

**********
The Academy Water and Sanitation District board usu-
ally meets at 7 p.m. the first Wednesday of every month 
at the fire station on Sun Hills Drive. The next meeting is 
Dec. 1.

Susan Hindman can be reached at 
susanhindman@ocn.me.

For all your 
plumbing 

needs

Plumbing, LLC  
Shawn Heer, Principal

719.633-6948 (ofc)

719.351.3573 (cell)

Mention this ad for 15% OFF labor!

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH

   Lessons 
*Year Round 
*Group, Private 
*Ages 7 - Adult 
*Western, English   
       *Dressage

481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz 

*CHA Certified* 
Instructor

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team  

Real Estate Myth vs. Reality 
Myth��I can�t control the price level at which my 
home will sell because I am up against short sales and 
bank-owned properties.�

Reality�Short sales are becoming more difficult 
and lengthy because of government oversight, buyers 
are hesitant to get involved in short sales because they 
now fear that closings may not happen. Bank-owned 
properties are usually in very rough condition and need 
lots of work which translates to buyers spending more 
time and money than they had anticipated.  

Reality�Well-staged properties sell quicker and for 
more money than unstaged properties. This why I 
offer a FREE consultation with a professional staging 
company as part of my listing benefits. Call me today 
and receive a FREE Staging Consultation with a pro-
fessional staging company. The professionals will 
come to your home and assess what needs to be accom-
plished. A FREE written report will be given to you. 
Most of the suggestions will be simple and easy to ac-
complish by the average homeowner.  

If you are serious about selling your property, call me 
today and I will show you how to accomplish your 
goals.

For complete information on 
these properties, visit  

www.andyellis.remax.com

Email: AndyEllis2010@gmail.com

Ready, Willing, and 
Able to Handle All Your 

Real Estate Needs!

Colorado Springs, Monument 
Palmer Lake, Gleneagle 
Black Forest, Woodmoor 

55 N. Sherwood Glen, 
W ood moo r �1⁄2 + -a c re 
wooded lot. 5 bedrooms. 
4 baths. Over 3400 sq. ft. 
Rich woodwork. Newer 
windows, roof, and carpet.  
Huge deck and front patio. 
Fireplaces in master bed-

room and family room. Huge rec room. Oversized 2-car garage. 
Hardwood floors, hickory cabinets. List price $309,900.

Reduced! 16930 Oldborough Hts., 
Monument�Very special 
estate on over 8.5 acres 
with trees and magnifi-
cent views of the Rampart 
Range and Pikes Peak. 
Over 10,000 sq. ft. of 

interior space that includes 9 bedrooms and 8 bathrooms plus an 
office! 6-car garage and a new 40�x32� outbuilding. Close to Monu-
ment. $1,090,000�Way below 5/28/10 appraisal! 

Reduced $209K!
It�s all about the cats!

Now accepting holiday reservations 
�Dedicated to cat care in your home
�Ten years serving the Tri �Lakes area  
�Colorado State Licensed - Insured & Bonded 
�Certified to administer insulin/medications 
�Veterinarian/client references upon request  

Dayna Carnival, Owner 
Carnival Cat Care, LLC 

carnival@divide.net            (719) 488-0125

Celebrate the Celebrate the Celebrate the 
HolidaysHolidaysHolidays

With Jewelry! With Jewelry! With Jewelry! 

125 Second St.
Historic Monument

719-481-0250
TrollbeadsTrail.com     

Darlene Armstrong Trunk Show!Darlene Armstrong Trunk Show!Darlene Armstrong Trunk Show!
Saturday, December 4Saturday, December 4Saturday, December 4

Marty Christensen 
Chartercraft Homes, Inc. 
(719) 481-9706 or (719) 499-9984 
Licensed and insured

� New construction 
� Remodeling 
� Basement finishing 

� Additions 
� Decks
� RV garages 

Home Construction and Remodeling

Academy Water and Sanitation District, Oct. 6

Revised permit brings new conditions

Shari Blake Pet Services
Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593
CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY

Drywall Work
Remodels, Basements, Repairs. 30 yr. exp.

Call Gerry at 481-4497
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By Jim Kendrick
On Oct. 12, Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facil-
ity Manager Bill Burks briefed the Joint Use Committee 
(JUC) on recent changes he had made to the draft 2011 
budget based on recent Colorado Water Quality Control 
Commission regulatory hearings and related workgroup 
meetings held by the Water Quality Control Division of 
the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environ-
ment. 

The original proposed budget total of $893,265 has 
dropped slightly, after two previous JUC meetings, to 
$892,765. 

These various hearings and meetings are very likely 
to lead to implementation of substantially tighter state-
wide nutrient regulations for waters of the state as well as 
stricter individual discharge permit limits for wastewater 
treatment facilities statewide. If enacted as proposed, 
these new regulations and permit restrictions will require 
the installation of new, very expensive tertiary treatment 
equipment at every equipment wastewater treatment fa-
cility in Colorado.

The Tri-Lakes facility operates as a separate public 
utility and is jointly owned, in equal one-third shares, by 
Monument Sanitation District, Palmer Lake Sanitation 
District, and Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District. 
The three-member JUC acts as the board of the facility 
and consists of one director from each of the three owner 
boards.

Palmer Lake’s representative and JUC President Dale 
Smith and Monument Director Lowell Morgan attended 
this meeting. Woodmoor’s alternate representative, Di-

rector Jim Taylor, filled in for Director Jim Whitelaw, 
who was out of town. The three district managers and 
several other district directors also attended. 

The Tri-Lakes facility won a national award after it 
was built just over a decade ago for its state-of-the-art 
activated sludge biological nutrient removal technology. 
Now the plant has been deemed inadequate by the En-
vironmental Protection Agency due to its new demands 
for increases in removal of total phosphorus and total 
nitrogen constituents in the treated effluent the facility 
discharges to Monument Creek. 

The statewide cost to meet these new EPA require-
ments will be about $1.4 billion. The state’s Water Pol-
lution Control Revolving Loan Fund, which makes low 
interest loans to special districts for modifications to 
wastewater-treatment facilities, will only have about $60 
million available for projects it approves for public financ-
ing in 2011. 

The EPA’s demands only apply to wastewater facili-
ties. These facilities contribute only about 10 percent of 
the total phosphorus and total nitrogen (also called nutri-
ents with respect to aquatic life) that enter state waters in 
the Arkansas River basin. There will be no new restric-
tions on local agriculture, which contributes roughly 80 
percent of the nutrient load to this region’s rivers and 
streams. 

Another source of higher costs in the 2011 budget 
is the increase in costs for biannual removal of sludge, 
the waste product of biological waste treatment that is 
removed from the facility’s aeration basins and stored in 
a sludge lagoon for about two years. This sludge is then 
“de-watered” and hauled off in 18-wheel trucks for direct 
agricultural application as fertilizer. The cost of removing 
the water and transport by Parker Ag had roughly doubled 
to $191,250. Burks noted that Liquid Waste Management 
made a counter offer of $165,600.

Burks said this saving of about $25,000 would offset 
other 2011 budget increases associated with:
• Legal fees regarding numerous tighter limits in the 

facility’s next five-year discharge permit—$7,500.
• Final costs for a new storage building—$2,500.
• Engineering studies on options for additional nutrient 

removal capital equipment—$15,000.
Burks noted that the district’s environmental attorney Tad 
Foster has done a good job working with the Colorado 
Wastewater Utility Council and Colorado Nutrient Coali-
tion in attempting to minimize the size of the cost impacts 
of new EPA restrictions for Tri-Lakes. Foster arranged to 
obtain the expert services of environmental statistician 
Tim Moore through the council. Foster also arranged for 
expert environmental attorney John Hall to represent the 
coalition at a variety of nutrient criteria workgroup meet-
ings. 

Moore succeeded in reversing a change in whole ef-
fluent toxicity testing procedures announced earlier this 
year by the Water Quality Control Division. The change 
would have caused all wastewater facilities that had false 
positive results for toxicity that are caused by the nor-
mal variability in these biological reproduction tests for 
stream aquatic life to be counted as permit violations by 
the EPA. (http://www.ocn.me/v10n5.htm#juc)

Moore also succeeded in persuading the division to 
accept every change he recommended in the implementa-
tion of the division’s new multi-metric index procedure 
for categorizing stream, river, lake, and reservoir aquatic 
life health throughout Colorado. The JUC previously 
approved two separate $500 contributions to the Waste-
water Utility Council to help pay for each of Moore’s 
two presentations at state Health Department meetings 
regarding these regulatory issues. (http://www.ocn.me/
v10n10.htm#msd) 

Copper issues are back
Monument Sanitation District Manager Mike Wicklund 
reported that the timing of a spike in the copper concen-
tration in Monument’s wastewater roughly corresponded 
to a customer’s service line backup caused by tree roots 
penetrating and blocking the flow in the homeowner’s 
sewer pipe, suggesting that copper sulfate, a chemical 
that is banned by the district, may have been used within 
the district. Wicklund suggested that he make a test dump 
of copper sulfate into the Monument collection system 
to measure the Tri-Lakes facility’s reaction to a known 
quantity.

The facility’s September copper concentration test 
result was 16 parts per billion, well above the discharge 
permit limit of 11.7 parts per billion per test and 8 parts 
per billion on average. The August test result was 7 parts 
per billion. However, this spike will not be reported as a 
permit violation due to a temporary modification to the 
permit limit. Another recurrence of this type of copper 
spike, which was more common several years ago, would 
cause problems in the near future. 

A few months ago, the Colorado Water Quality 
Control Commission approved a regulation change that 
eliminates renewal of temporary modifications at the end 
of 2010 for renewed discharge permits. The facility’s per-
mit expired at the end of 2009, and the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health and Environment’s Water Quality 
Control Division is three years behind on renewing per-
mits due to staff and budget shortfalls. It is not yet clear 
whether the copper limits in the facility’s actual discharge 
permit will change before a new permit is issued at the 
end of 2012. 

Wicklund also reported that the construction of two 
lift stations in Wakonda Hills was going well. The instal-
lation of the wet wells was the next step. Construction is 
scheduled to be finished by the end of November. 

Monthly financial report
Burks reported that the cost of the recent lightning strike 
damage to a facility generator and pH and temperature 
meters will be about $5,000. Most of the cost will be cov-
ered by an insurance claim. There is a $1,000 deductible 
for each lightning strike claim.

Burks stated that he had received a more satisfactory 
alternative bid for a facility security system. Previous 
bids had been about $5,000. The latest bid was about 
$2,000. The JUC unanimously authorized Burks to final-
ize a contract with Rocky Mountain Electric Service at 
the lower figure. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:24 a.m.
**********

The next meeting will be held at 10 a.m. on Nov. 9 at 
the Tri-Lakes facility lab building, 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of the 
month. Information: 481-4053.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Piano Lessons By Becky  
� 37 years of teaching experience 
� Bachelors of Arts in Music 
� King�s Deer area 
� First Lesson is FREE! 

Call 559-3837 

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Bud Gerathy

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility Joint Use Committee, Oct. 12

EPA restrictions put pressure on budget

Dr. Michael Baron, piano 
Jerllyn Jorgensen, violin 
Margaret Miller, viola 

Katherine Knight, cello 
The rich world of the piano quartet is explored 
by pianist Michael Baron and members of the 
former internationally-acclaimed Da Vinci String 
Quartet. In celebration of the 200th birthday of 
Robert Schumann, his magnificent (and only) 
Piano Quartet will be presented as well as 
piano quartets by Mozart and Beethoven.  
Don�t miss this rare opportunity to hear world-
class chamber music in an intimate setting.  

������������������� 

Tickets are free but you must reserve your 
tickets in advance at www.rmmaonline.org
or by contacting Pam Brunson, President of 

RMMA, at 646-2791 or TheRMMA@gmail.com.
������������������� 

Save the date: The final concert in the 2010-
2011 RMMA series is scheduled for Feb. 12. 

The Rocky Mountain Music  
Alliance proudly presents� 

A FREE Concert  
Saturday, Dec. 4, 7 p.m. 

Forestgate Presbyterian Church, 970 Northgate Rd.
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By John Heiser
At the regular monthly meeting Oct. 20 
of the Pikes Peak Regional Water Author-
ity (PPRWA), it was announced that at 
the El Paso County Water Authority 
(EPCWA) meeting Oct. 6, the members 
unanimously voted to merge the PPRWA 
into the EPCWA. This is a reversal of 
the decision in September by PPRWA 
members to continue the PPRWA and 
abandon the EPCWA.

The members of the PPRWA are 
the Cherokee Metropolitan District, 
the City of Fountain, the Donala Water 
and Sanitation District, the Town of 
Monument, the Town of Palmer Lake, 
the Triview Metropolitan District, the 
Woodmen Hills Metropolitan District, 
and the Woodmoor Water and Sanita-
tion District. 

All of the PPRWA members are also 
members of the EPCWA. Additional 
members of the EPCWA are El Paso 
County, the Colorado Centre Metro-
politan District, the Forest Lakes Met-
ropolitan District, the Fountain Mutual 
Irrigation Co., the Security Water and 
Sanitation District, the Stratmoor Hills 
Water and Sanitation District, the Sunset 
Metropolitan District, and the Widefield 
Water and Sanitation District.

The current plan is for the PPRWA 
to dissolve in December, the EPCWA 
to change its name in January to the 

PPRWA, and for the new PPRWA to revise 
its bylaws to reflect the role and projects of 
the current PPRWA.

Donala General Manager Dana 
Duthie, who is also the treasurer for 
the current PPRWA, said any remaining 

PPRWA funds at the end of the year will 
be refunded to the PPRWA members in 
proportion to dues paid.
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Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, Oct. 20

PPRWA merger with the 
El Paso County Water Authority on again

B.Y.   .B.
Valid thru 11/1/10 thru 11/30/10

*With coupon only & minimum $10 purchase

(coupon valid at Monument Store only)

Bring Your Own Bag

(one coupon - per customer - per visit)

� ���������

Join with Natural Grocers to reduce, reuse, and recycle.
Please bring and reuse your own bags to carry your purchases.

Reusable totes available for sale.
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While Supplies Last
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Thanksgiving
Turkeys!!!

Mary�s
Organic
Fresh Free-Range
Deep Chilled Turkeys

10-24 lbs.
$299

per lb.

Mary�s
Heritage
Fresh Free-Range
Deep Chilled Turkeys

7-16 lbs.
$549

per lb.

Mary�s
Fresh Free-Range
Deep Chilled Turkeys

10-24 lbs.
$189

per lb.

Shelton�s*
Fresh Free-Range
Deep Chilled Turkeys

10-24 lbs.
$259

per lb.

Reserve yours soon! 
Quantities are limited!

�Deep-Chilled
�Free-Range
�Antibiotic-Free
�No Hormones

$500 Deposit Required
Order Now For Pickup on: 

Nov. 23rd & Nov. 24th

You can also order online at
naturalgrocers.com/turkeys.php

Natural Grocers by Vitamin Cottage is pleased to 
offer our customers Mary's and Shelton�s fresh free range 
deep chilled turkeys, Mary's fresh deep chilled organic 
turkeys and Mary's fresh deep chilled Heritage turkeys for 
your Thanksgiving Dinner!
These turkeys are raised without antibiotics, without added 
hormones, without artificial growth stimulants, without 
animal by-products and without preservatives.  In addition 
the Mary's organic turkeys are fed only 100% organic feed 
and are raised on ranches that adhere to the Quality 
Assurance International guidelines for organically grown 
turkeys.
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By John Heiser
At the regular monthly meeting 

of the Donala Water and Sanita-
tion District Board of Directors 

Oct. 21, the board received a 
progress report on the year-long 

Donala Expanded Water 
Supply Study (DEWSS). Ac-
cording to Donala General 
Manager Dana Duthie, hun-
dreds of millions of gallons 
that are being discharged 
into Monument Creek by the 
wastewater treatment plant 
each year could be captured, 
extensively treated, and 
mixed in with the district’s 
water supply.

The study team includes 
Roger Sams from GMS, Ka-
tie Fendel and David Takeda 
from Leonard Rice Engi-
neers, and Floyd Ciruli from 
Ciruli Associates, a polling 
and public relations firm. 

Sams reported on a 
meeting held Oct. 13 with 
representatives of the state 
Water Quality Control Divi-
sion (WQCD) at the Colorado 
Department of Public Health 
and Environment complex in 

Denver.
Aurora’s Prairie Waters is a 

large water reclamation project 
that is projected for completion 
by 2012. It will reportedly in-
crease that city’s water supply by 
roughly 3.3 billion gallons annu-
ally. There is information on that 
project at www.prairiewaters.org. 
Some of the WQCD representa-
tives who attended the Oct. 13 
meeting are overseeing the Prai-
rie Waters project.

Duthie, who attended the 
Oct 13 meeting, added that the 
government officials were sur-
prised that a district of Donala’s 
size is interested in a water recla-
mation project.

Sams said that over the next 
month, the primary emphasis for 
the team will be to identify al-
ternative implementation strate-
gies. Another meeting with state 
officials is planned before the 
holidays.

Duthie noted that the district 
is seeking volunteers to serve on 
a citizen advisory committee to 
review the project. He added that 
a community meeting to discuss 
the project is planned for March 
or April 2011. 
Rate increases proposed
Duthie proposed the following 
revised single-family house wa-
ter rate increases:

Dick Brown, the current 
PPRWA’s legislative liaison, 
would become the new authori-
ty’s legislative liaison.

Gary Barber, manager of the 
current PPRWA and EPCWA, 
would continue as the manager 
of the new authority but at sub-

stantially reduced funding.
Duthie was skeptical of the 

prospects for the new authority, 
which he said may only be able to 
fund six meetings per year.

**********
The next regular monthly 
meeting of the PPRWA will be 

held Nov. 17 at 8:30 a.m. at the 
Monument Town Hall and Police 
Building, 645 Beacon Lite Road 
at Highway 105. The meetings 
are normally held on the third 
Wednesday of each month. The 
location is rotated among the 
PPRWA members.

The PPRWA website is 
www.pprwa.com.

The EPCWA meets the 
first Wednesday of each month 
at the El Paso County Board of 
County Commissioners Third 
Floor Hearing Room, 27 E. Ver-
mijo, Colorado Springs. The next 

meeting will be held Dec. 1.
The EPCWA website is 

www.epcwa.com.
John Heiser can be reached at 

johnheiser@ocn.me.

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Oct. 21

Board receives progress report on water reclamation study

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 801321860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School

 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available

��������������������������������������������David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.
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We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

(719) 488-3737
www.hamulaorthodontics.com

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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• Complimentary Exams

• Clear Braces, Invisalign & 
Self Ligating Brackets

• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & 
Adults

• Extended Office Hours

• Flexible Payment Plans

Water
Range (gallons) Old rate New rate Increase
0-10,000 3.30$       3.40$      3%
10,001-20,000 4.30$       4.55$      6%
20,001-30,000 4.85$       5.25$      8%
30,001-40,000 6.05$       6.60$      9%
40,001-50,000 8.50$       9.60$      13%
Above 50,000 9.70$       11.10$    14%

Rate per 1,000 gallons/month



Page 8 Vol. 10 No. 11Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME Page 9Saturday, November 6, 2010

The minimum water service fee, 
which provides no water, would 
be unchanged at $13, with $3 
of that fee designated for water 
development.

The proposed water rates 
for townhome complexes match 
the above residential rates up to 
40,000 gallons per month. Over 
40,000 gallons, the rate would 
increase to $8.50 per 1,000 gal-
lons (up from $7.70 per 1,000 
gallons in 2010.) However, for 
those townhome projects that 
have made significant reductions 
in their irrigated landscaping, 
the rate over 40,000 gallons per 
month would only increase to 
$7.50 per 1,000 gallons (up from 
$6.70 per 1,000 gallons in 2010).

The rate for reuse water 
for the golf course is proposed 
to remain unchanged at $2.60 
per 1,000 gallons per month. 
Untreated water for the golf 
course from the district’s wells 
is proposed to remain unchanged 
at $3.60 per 1,000 gallons per 
month.

Duthie recommended keep-
ing the sewer fee unchanged at 
$26 per month, with $2 of that 
fee designated for sewer devel-
opment and used to help pay off 
the debt for the expansion of the 
wastewater treatment plant.

No changes are proposed to 
the water and sewer tap fees and 
water and sewer development 
fees charged to developers.

The availability of service 

fee charged to owners of vacant 
lots would be unchanged at $300 
per year.

A final decision on the rate 
proposal will be made at the next 
board meeting, Nov. 30.

Draft budget reviewed
Duthie distributed copies of 
a draft budget for 2011. Some 
highlights:
• Total projected annual 

revenue for 2011 is $9.393 
million. Some of the 
larger amounts are $4.5 
million from bond sales for 
renewable water projects, 
$1.997 million from water 
sales, $1.213 million from 
property taxes, and $893,000 
from sewer service.

• 2011 expenses for operations 
and administration are 
projected at $4.559 million. 
Some of the larger amounts 
are $640,608 for wastewater 
plant operating expenses, 
$515,000 for salaries, 

$500,000 for repairs and 
maintenance, $491,228 for 
repayment of loans, and 
$325,000 for utilities.

• Capital project expenses 
are estimated at $2.5 
million, including $2.225 
million for renewable water 
infrastructure including 
connection to Colorado 
Springs Utilities at 
Northgate Road.

• The projected ending total 
fund balance for 2011 is 
$7.386 million.

A hearing on the budget will be 
held at the next board meeting, 
Nov. 30.

High water use 
continues

Duthie noted that September 
was hot and dry and the district 
pumped 57 million gallons, 
one of the district’s six highest 
production months ever. Water 
production through the end of 
September exceeded the total 

production during 2009 by over 
6 million gallons. 

One hundred fifty-five 
district customers used more 

DRAKE
CONSTRUCTION

P.O. Box 583
Monument, CO 80132

719.481.1751
Cell 719.339.5506

Licensed / insured

Residential Contractor

Lewis-Palmer School District #38
146 Jefferson Street
P.O. Box 40
Monument, CO 80132
(719) 488-4700
www.lewispalmer.org
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All District 38 schools participated in the annual Harvest of Love food drive to benefit Tri Lakes cares. Students
collected food and cash from families, friends, and neighbors. At left, Lewis-Palmer Middle School 7th grader
student Sarah Benedict helps weigh and sort the donations. LPMS alone brought in more than 17,000 pounds
and district-wide, students collected the equivalent of more than 42,000 pounds. The Monument Hill Kiwanis
club helped move the truckloads of goods to the food bank. Thanks to our entire community for assisting in

this effort for local needy families!

Students Bring in Tons of Love in Annual Harvest

Palmer Ridge High School presents �Seussical the Musical� November 11-13.
This all-music production ran on Broadway, incorporating elements and characters
from 17 Dr. Seuss books for children. The plot features a story line reminiscent of
�Horton Hears a Who� with the Cat in the Hat as narrator. The show is great for all
ages and includes a variety of music and dance styles. Tickets are on sale in
advance at www.showtix4u.com  or by calling 866-967-8167. Shows are Thursday-
Saturday night at 7:00 p.m. and a Saturday matinee at 2:00 p.m.

The following weekend, Lewis-Palmer High School theater department will perform
�Once Upon a Mattress�, the show that ran on Broadway and was later adapted
for television. It�s a musical comedy very loosely based on the ageless fairy tale,
�Princess and the Pea�. Shows are Thursday through Saturday nights, November
18-20 at 7:00 p.m. and a matinee Saturday at 2:00 p.m. Advance tickets are
available at Lewis-Palmer High School main office weekdays from 7:15 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. Shows often sell out in advance, but if any tickets are remaining they�ll
be available for sale at the door.

Comments Sought in Supt. Search

The next Board of Education regular meeting is Thursday, November 18th at the Administration Building,

The Lewis-Palmer School District Board of Education is asking
community members to contribute their thoughts about the attributes and
qualifications for the next Superintendent of Schools. Two community
meetings will focus specifically on gathering public suggestions and
comments for the search process.  The meetings are set for :

Tuesday, November 16th and Wednesday, November 17th

at 7:00 p.m. the D-38 Administration Building in the Learning Center.  Bob
Cito, a facilitator from the Colorado Association of School Boards, will
conduct the meeting and collect responses. Anyone unable to attend who
would like to share comments or ideas may send those in an email to
bobcito4@gmail.com

Hundreds of unique gift ideas for 
all ages and more arriving  

every week!  
See us first 

�We are close and convenient�

Expert Advice � Great Prices � Neighborhood Location 

A RadioShack Dealer 
Tri-Lakes Electronics 

481-2387491 Highway 105 ~ Next to Starbucks 

Right Here in Monument! 

� Hex Bugs 
� RC Cars & Trucks 
� Educational Kits 
� Helicopters & Planes 

� Gaming Accessories 
� Spynet for Kids 
� Robotic Toys 
� Dinosaurs

We have  

Powerful
Gift Ideas 
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than 40,000 gallons during 
September. Over 600 customers 
exceeded 40,000 gallons in one 
or more of the months during the 
irrigation season.

Duthie noted that even 
though the irrigation-rationing 
program has not significantly 
reduced overall demand, it has 
reduced the daily peak demand. 

He concluded that only 
higher water bills are likely to 
lead to increased conservation 
and said that has been reflected 

in the proposed water rates de-
scribed earlier. 

Duthie also suggested that if 
Donala is connected to the Colo-
rado Springs Utilities (CSU) 
system, the district may adopt 
a voluntary irrigation-rationing 
system following CSU’s guide-
lines.

Water court case 
hits a snag

Duthie reported that while ne-
gotiations are continuing with 
those opposing the district’s 

Willow Creek Ranch water court 
case, the Southeastern Colorado 
Water Conservancy District has 
filed a suit of discovery regard-
ing conveyance of water through 
CSU. 

He said the issue seems to 
center on the use of the Turquoise 
and Twin Lakes reservoirs and 
the Otero pump station. The 
related 1965 contract with the 
federal Bureau of Reclamation 
might be interpreted to restrict 
use of the system for water 
destined for CSU and Aurora 
customers.

Duthie said Rick Fendel, 
Donala’s water attorney, is work-
ing to resolve the issue.

Engineering reports from 
those opposing the case are due 
Nov. 8.

Other matters
• Mike Lavin was named the 

employee of the quarter 
for his work rebuilding 
meters, completing 250 
residential meter change-
outs this summer, and for 
the excellent customer 
service he has provided. 
Lavin started as one of the 
district’s summer hires. 

Upon completing his degree, 
he was hired full-time with 
the district in May 2005. 

• During the three months 
from July 1 through Sept. 30, 
the district’s $3.76 million in 
investments managed by 
Davidson Fixed Income 
Management showed a yield 
of 0.42 percent, achieving a 
goal of beating the Colotrust 
Plus fund, which yielded 
0.11 percent during the 
same period. The weighted 
average maturity of the 
district’s investments is 5.3 
months. 

• Duthie reported on the 
Oct. 20 meeting of the 
Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority. See PPRWA 
article on page 7. He also 
discussed the issues with 
proposed stream standard 
governing discharges from 
wastewater plants. See the 
Joint Use Committee article 
on page 6.

Following the public meeting, 
the board went into executive 
session to discuss personnel and 
negotiation issues.

**********
The Donala board will hold its 
next regular meeting on Nov. 30 
at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala office, 
15850 Holbein Drive. Meetings 
are normally held on the third 
Thursday of each month. No 
meeting is planned for Decem-
ber.

The district’s website is at 
www.donalawater.org.
John Heiser can be reached at 

johnheiser@ocn.me.

Above: Bill George (L), Donala 
vice-president, congratulates 
Mike Lavin on being named 
employee of the quarter. 
Photo by John Heiser.
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Wear your 
retainers! 

341 Front Street � Downtown Monument  
(719) 488-2300 � Now Tues.-Sat. 9-5!

20% OFF!
One item when you donate.  

With coupon. Good thru 11/30/10. 
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Customers...
Thank You! 

� Children & Adult Eye Exams 
� Laser Vision Consultant 
� Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses 

We Match Faces  
and Frames! 

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D. Authorized Oakley Dealer 

Gleneagle�s own Emma and Zach 
Veschi, sister and brother, bicycle 

enthusiasts, and dog lovers are frame-
styled to suit their very active lifestyles! 

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF$40 OFF
Comprehensive Eye Exam
Must present coupon when service is provided.

May exclude some insurance plans.  
Good through January 6, 2011.

488-9595
In Monument

Next to Monument Academy

www.premiervision.com 

� NCA Accredited, State Licensed 
� Dedicated to Catholic Values 
� Financial Aid Available 
� Full day & Half day Preschool 

� Core Knowledge Curriculum 
� Everyday Math 
� Highly Qualified Teachers 
� Limited class size 

      Call or visit to enroll

Mary Hoffmann 
Principal 

Fr. Don Brownstein 
Pastor

719-481-1855
124 First Street, Monument 

www.ucsppr.org
St. Peter Catholic School offers an accelerated academic program 
where students are prepared to become leaders in the world and  
their communities. We offer a safe, loving and Christ-centered  

environment in which students feel valued and validated. 

Preschool through  
Fifth Grade
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Monument Board of Trustees, Oct. 4

Fitzpatrick named full mem-
ber of Planning Commission

By Jim Kendrick
On Oct. 4, Carrie Bartow, a CPA for Clif-
ton Gunderson LLP, gave a lengthy pre-
sentation on the town’s fi nancial health to 
the Monument Board of Trustees. Also, 
the board unanimously appointed Jim 
Fitzpatrick as full member of the Plan-
ning Commission through January 2012. 
Fitzpatrick was sworn in by Deputy Town 
Clerk Claudia Whitney. 

Fitzpatrick had been appointed as 
an alternate commissioner on March 10. 
He fi lls the vacancy created when former 
Commissioner Bill Baker resigned on 
Aug. 11 because of his plans to move out 
of town. 

Trustee Gail Drumm was absent. 
Town “financial checkup” 

earns C+ grade
Town Manager Cathy Green introduced 
Bartow, who presented an hour-long re-
port on 18 indicators that she and town 
Treasurer Pamela Smith’s staff will use in 
the future to track fi nancial health. Bar-
tow, a Monument resident, also prepares 
the fi nancial report for regular meetings 
of the Baptist Road Rural Transportation 
Authority. Bartow based her lengthy pre-
sentation on fi ve years of audit and other 
fi nancial information from 2005 through 
2009. She noted that this report is an 
analysis tool, not an audit. 

Some of the highlights Bartow pre-
sented are listed below. They are consoli-
dated by overlapping topics rather than by 
each of the 18 specifi c indicators. There 
were numerous questions and answers 
during this highly technical presentation; 

they are also highlighted after the sum-
mary of Bartow’s report. 
General fund: Expenditures exceeded 
revenues in the last four years, 2006 
through 2009. While revenues rose from 
about $3.2 million in 2005 to $4.0 million 
in 2008, there was a drop to about $3.7 
million in 2009. General fund expen-
ditures rose from $2.9 million in 2005 
to $6.3 million in 2009, exceeding the 
growth in the Consumer Price Index from 
infl ation, at a rate of 15.7 to 26.6 percent 
per year. If this trend continues, the gen-
eral fund balance will continue to decline. 
Previous higher levels of revenue are not 
likely to return soon. There was no analy-
sis of the separate water enterprise fund 
and other town impact fee funds. Much 
of the spread represents the capital cost of 
the Third Street improvement project. 
Revenue sources and sales tax analysis: 
On average, about 83 percent of revenues 
are from taxes. Clifton Gunderson recom-
mended that the town more actively review 
sales tax payments (55 percent of general 

Above: Carrie Bartow, of Clifton 
Gunderson LLC, presented a detailed 
analysis of the town’s fi nancial health. 
Photo by Jim Kendrick.
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fund revenues in 2009) to be sure that they are being 
calculated correctly and remitted by retailers. The board 
should also consider an increase in the fines charged in 
municipal court and fees charged for town reviews and 
services, as well as consider alternative safe investment 
options that would increase interest earnings. 

Bartow also suggested that the town should meet pe-
riodically with the 10 largest vendors (62 percent of sales 
tax revenue) to go over its plans for prioritizing capital 
infrastructure replacement plans. Intergovernmental rev-
enue dependency will increase as a town priority, but the 
availability of state and federal grants and low interest 
loans will continue to decline. Per capita revenue dropped 
about 30 percent over the past five years, from $900 to 
$617. Errors by the state revenue office in the amounts 
sent to Monument cannot be audited by the town. Bartow 
suggested forming an alliance with the county to initiate 
audits of the state process. 
Expenditure analysis: The relative share of expenditures 
for capital outlay jumped from an average of about 22 
percent in 2005 through 2007 to 31.1 percent in 2008 and 
44.6 percent in 2009. The new Town Hall and Third Street 
renovations have used up most of the town’s capital fund, 
so these levels should drop significantly in the near term. 
Per capita expenditures in 2009 only declined 3.5 percent 
to $983 compared to the 30 percent drop in per capita 
revenue to $613. On the other hand, the town staff only 
grew from 42 to 49 full-time equivalents over the past five 
years while population grew by about 75 percent. 
Asset sufficiency ratio: This indicator measures whether 
the town’s total unrestricted cash and investments are ad-
equate to cover its current obligations or amounts owed. 
The ratio dropped from 5.9 to 3.1 from 2005 through 
2008, then dropped to 0.5 in 2009. A ratio of less than 
one indicates that the town’s unrestricted cash and in-
vestments were not sufficient to pay the bills. The town’s 
balance sheet for the end of 2009 shows about $400,000 
payable to Triview Metropolitan District for construction 
invoices and about $822,000 in receivables from other 
governments, which should cover the amount owed to 
Triview. The end of year timing of these two figures af-
fected the 2009 asset sufficiency ratio. There were corre-
sponding drops in the unrestricted fund balance ratio and 
the revenues coverage ratio. 

Though not discussed during this presentation, Triv-
iew is still not paying the full cost of having town staff 
operate its drinking water treatment facility. Triview is 
not paying for the services provided to it by Green, Smith, 
and Public Works Director Rich Landreth to run Triview 
since its board of directors terminated former district 
manager Ron Simpson and former district administrator 
Dale Hill in early 2009. There were three other Triview 
employees when Simpson and Hill left. All three be-
came town employees when the town took over Triview 
operations. One became a member of the town treasurer 
department, while the other two continue to perform 
Triview duties exclusively. (For more information, see 
http://www.ocn.me /v9n6.htm#tmd)
User charge coverage ratio: User charges for town pro-
grams only paid for 83 to 87 percent of costs for four of 
the five years. In 2006, user charges exceeded costs by 
5.8 percent.
Assessed values analysis: The town’s assessed value rose 
steadily from $52.8 million to $106.4 million. Property 
taxes are about 20 percent of town revenues. However, 
assessed values are expected to decline in 2011, which 
will cause revenue drops starting in 2012. The town’s un-
collected property tax ratio remains minimal. However, 
continued increases in unemployment and foreclosures 
could cause the ratio to increase and affect the town’s 
credit worthiness for new long-term debt. This trend may 
mitigate the pressures for expansion of the town caused 
by a population growth from about 4,100 to 7,000 in the 
past five years. 
Debt per capita: This ratio jumped from $1,015 in 2005 
to $1,362 in 2006, then decreased to $664 in 2009, due in 
large part to a surge in population growth. The percentage 
of the annual budget going to debt service has declined 
since its peak in 2007. 
Maintenance asset ratio: This indicator dropped 
steadily from 13.5 percent to 3.2 percent over the past five 
years, showing a substantial increase in deferral of main-
tenance of capital assets that may create unforeseen and 
unanticipated costs and liability in the future. This indi-
cator is skewed by the dramatic increase in capital assets 
recorded by the town after the completion of most Third 
Street improvements in 2009 and gives an unfair and 
unduly negative initial impression. Nor does it include 

improvements completed within Triview. 
Some of the responses by Bartow and town staff 

members to trustees’ questions were:
• Town staff cannot reveal individual sales tax revenues 

from individual businesses to board members.
• The indicators in this report do not specifically 

show decreases in some types of expenditures by 
individual town departments with respect to cash 
reserves. 

• There have been several rounds of fee increases, all 
of which have been based on studies of the actual 
average amount of staff time required for each type 
of service transaction, resulting in prompt recent 
changes where necessary. All development service 
fees are currently being compensated by developer 
fees, while salaries and benefits have remained fairly 
flat.

• Some departments, like the Police Department, 
cannot raise enough revenue to offset their budget.

• Bartow said her personal opinion as a resident was 
that the town received a C+ grade overall. She 
urged better monitoring and use of more long-term 
projections when deciding how to finance future 
capital projects to preclude a further drastic drop in 
cash reserves. 

• Smith asked the board to determine which of the 
18 indicators they would like to be reported on 
regularly. 

• Bartow noted that Clifton Gunderson is already 
doing a compliance study on whether vendors are 
remitting sales taxes to the Baptist Road Rural 
Transportation Authority. The BRRTA boundaries 
overlap the Triview service area boundaries. The 
results of the BRRTA study could be shared with the 
Board of Trustees.

Mayor Travis Easton and Trustee Stan Gingrich thanked 
Bartow for her report, saying, “This is great information” 
and “The timing is perfect for budget preparation” and 
analyzing financial policies. 

Draft budget presented to trustees
After Bartow concluded her presentation, Green present-
ed copies of the draft 2011 town budget to the trustees. 
Green asked the trustees to study the document prior to 
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the scheduled Oct. 25 draft budget work-
shop meeting at Town Hall. 

Smith noted that the final budget 
document will be presented for approval 
by the board not later than Dec. 6 and 
must be approved by Dec. 20 in order to 
be forwarded to the state by the end of the 
year. Current assumptions for budget de-
velopment are based on 2010 expenditures 
through the end of August:
• General fund expenditures are 

decreased by 1.41 percent, including 
capital expenditures. 

• General fund revenues are increased 
by 1.8 percent. 

• Salaries and benefits do not increase. 
• There is a 20 percent increase in 

health insurance costs—about 
$67,000—which will be refined, 
probably upward, by the end of 
this year by the town’s health care 
representative, Dick Welch. 

• No new staff hires or layoffs are 
proposed. 

The town revenue reduction if Proposi-
tion 101 had passed would increase from 
$302,000 in 2011 to $423,000 by 2014. 

Amendment 60 would have had 
no immediate impact because the town 
has never held a vote on approving an 
exemption on refunding TABOR limits 
for excessive property tax or mill levy 
revenues. 

Amendment 61 would have made the 
town debt ceiling $7,600,341 under the 
maximum 10 percent limit. The town has 
$3,292,274 in outstanding non-enterprise 
debt not paid by a tax that ends when the 
debt is paid off. A revenue reduction of 
$518,891 would be mandated after the 
debt is paid off. Limiting debt to a 10-year 
maximum term would have forced a debt 
cash flow increase of $342,378 in annual 
payables. 

If all three measures had been ap-
proved by the voters, the town would 
see a minimum of $1,284,269 in revenue 
reductions, about a 35 percent revenue 
reduction. 

Trustees’ comments
Easton noted the upcoming annual “Tri-
Lakes Thanksgiving Coming Together” 
dinner on Nov. 25 at Rosie’s Café. There 
will be three seatings for free Thanksgiv-
ing dinners at 11 a.m. noon, and 1 p.m. 
The event is being sponsored by sev-
eral Monument and Palmer Lake groups. 
Transportation to these seatings can be 
arranged by phoning 640-5442. Please 
RSVP at 884-8017 if you plan to attend. 

Public comments
Nigel Guyot, the community health man-
ager of the El Paso County Department 
of Health and Environment, stated the 
he will be going to local town meetings 

outside of Colorado Springs as part of the 
county’s “listening plan.” He will be pres-
ent to answer any questions that citizens 
or board members have and take back any 
issues to the Health Department. 

Corey Koca, field operations supervi-
sor of the Monument Black Hills Energy 
facility on Base Camp Road, presented 
a check for $2,000 for Monument com-
munity park projects. Black Hills also 
donates trees to the town every year on 
Arbor Day. 

Easton read a certificate of appre-
ciation to Master Jay Lee of the U.S. Tae-
kwondo Center in Monument Marketplace 
(http://www.familyblackbelt.com/) “and 
his dedicated students for their valued 
commitment to the community” in raising 
over $40,000 on Sept. 18 for toys, turkeys, 
and meals for local needy families during 
their annual “Break-a-Thon” fundraiser 
for “The Best Christmas Ever.” 

Personnel manual updated
The board unanimously approved a reso-
lution that authorizes an amendment add-
ing a section that covers employee proba-
tion periods. 

Snow removal 
agreement approved

The board unanimously approved a 
resolution that authorizes the extension 
of an intergovernmental agreement with 
the county that exchanges snow removal 
responsibility on certain sections of road-
ways around Monument. Landreth said 
the total lengths of roadway that the town 
and county take care of are nearly equal in 
length and make sense from an operations 
standpoint. Some of the roads affected are 
Mitchell Avenue, Mount Herman Road, 
Beacon Lite Road, and Struthers Road. 

Liquor license renewed
The board unanimously approved an an-
nual liquor license for the Circle K store 
in the Shell station of the King Soopers 
shopping center on Baptist Road. 

Financial reports and updates
The board approved four payments over 
$5,000:
• $15,998 to CIRSA for workers’ 

compensation insurance for the 
fourth quarter. 

• $16,415 to CIRSA for liability 
insurance for the fourth quarter.

• $6,467 to Lytle Water Solutions LLC 
for water engineering work on various 
town projects.

• $125,615 to Triview Metropolitan 
District for July sales tax ($117,766), 
July motor vehicle taxes ($7,702), and 
June Regional Building Department 
sales taxes ($146).

Smith also gave a monthly informational 
update briefing on sales tax revenue 

through the end of July. Total sales tax 
revenue is down $125,190 from 2009. July 
revenues were down $16,133.

Staff reports
Town Attorney Gary Shupp reported 
that the court date for the Brody lawsuit 
against the town has been scheduled for 
April 5, 2011. 

Tom Kassawara, director of Develop-
ment Services, reported that he had met 
with representatives of Kum and Go Corp. 
to discuss town development requirements 
for a convenience store/gas station on the 
corner of Knollwood Boulevard and High-
way 105, adjacent to the existing Integrity 
Bank building. This facility will be the 
first under this brand in the area.

There were no new commercial 
land use permits issued during August 
or September. There were seven new 
single-family residential land use permits 
issued during August and none during 
September.

Landreth reported that the prefabri-
cated restroom building purchased from 
the now closed Larkspur rest area and 
installed several months ago at Limbach 
Park is now operational. The long delay 
was mandated by a need to resolve wheel-
chair access issues with Pikes Peak Re-
gional Building Department due to code 
changes implemented after the modular 
building was constructed and installed 
along I-25. 

The town’s well 8 compressor has 
been repaired. The town is operating the 
Forest Lake Metropolitan District water 
plant to provide augmentation water and 
potable water for the Upper Monument 
Creek Regional Wastewater Treatment 

facility. Triview’s September water pro-
duction was a record high, and the highest 
production month for 2010 as well, due to 
lack of rain. 

Police Chief Jake Shirk announced 
meetings with faith-based groups to 
improve group safety measures. Similar 
meetings were held with a homeowners 
association and three neighborhood watch 
groups. The Police Department received a 
grant from the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club to 
purchase two digital cameras for evidence 
collection and an external hard drive for 
computer forensics.

The meeting went into executive 
session at 8:30 p.m. to discuss contract 
negotiations. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

The Blue Sage Merchant 
251 Front St #11-B, Historic Monument, 488-1822 

Mon � Fri 10:00 � 5:00 Sat 9:00 � 3:30 or by Appointment 
http://showcase.inkfrog.com/thebluesagemerchant

8,000+ Positive Feedbacks 

We sell for YOU on the 
WORLD�S LARGEST auction site!

FREE eBay research! FREE professional photographs! 
EXPERIENCE you can count on! 

We do it all! Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 5 years!

December 4th & 5th 

5TH ANNUAL

Sponsored by: Monument Hill Kiwanis 

With visits from Santa each day 11:30 am to 1:30 pm! 
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By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Board of Trust-
ees held its second annual Town 
Hall-style meeting on Oct. 18 
at Palmer Ridge High School. 
Local vendors were again in-
vited to set up booths/displays. 
Citizen and vendor turnout was 
far less than that of the previ-
ous October meeting, which 
drew about 40 vendors and 
200 area residents. There were 
a half-dozen booths and about 
10 citizens in attendance at the 
second meeting. (www.ocn.me/
v9n11pix.htm#bot1019)

Trustees Tommie Plank and 
Gail Drumm were absent. 

Leah Squires, Carol Cross-
land, and Monument Principal 
Planner Karen Griffith set up a 
town Community Garden Com-
mittee booth to promote creation 
of a Lavelett Park Community 
Garden for a feasibility study 
during the 2011 growing season. 
Garden One’s produce, grown by 
volunteers, will be distributed to 
local charities or needy families. 
Garden Two will be for local 
residents to raise vegetables us-
ing their own seeds and tools. 
For more information, contact 
Griffith at kgriffith@townofm
onument.net or 481-2954 before 
close of business on Nov. 15. 

Trustees’ comments
Introductions by the five board 
members and senior staff lead-
ership revealed two common 
turnover themes. Mayor Travis 
Easton, Mayor Pro Tem Rafael 
Dominguez, and Trustees Stan 
Gingrich, Jeff Kaiser, and Rick 
Squires had all been appointed to 
the board prior to being elected 
to regular four-year terms of 
office. Town Manager Cathy 
Green, Town Treasurer Pamela 
Smith, Director of Development 
Services Tom Kassawara, and 
Public Works Director Rich Lan-
dreth had all joined the staff in 
2005 (Smith and Kassawara on 

the same day.) 
Mayor Travis Easton an-

nounced a meeting at the 
Monument Marketplace U.S. 
Taekwondo Center regarding the 
center organizing and offering 
a free program on child safety 
to the local community. Easton 
noted that he and Dominguez 
would be attending the organiza-
tional meeting. 

Senior living center 
Chuck Roberts of the Tri-Lakes 
Senior Alliance asked about the 
status of building “a senior resi-
dence here” in Monument. 

Kassawara stated that the 
developer who proposed to build 
a 57-unit senior living center on 
a large lot owned by the town on 
the south side of Highway 105, 
just west of the Lake Woodmoor 
Drive intersection, “has backed 
out.” 

However, the staff has held 
preliminary meetings with an-
other developer who is propos-
ing to build a facility on the east 
side of Jackson Creek Parkway 
near the southeast corner of the 
Monument Marketplace, across 
from the new Curves location 
and O’Reilly Auto Parts. Kas-
sawara added that the maximum 
size of a facility to be reasonably 
able to get federal financing from 
institutions other than banks is 
80 living units.

The major difficulty with 
the new vacant location is the 
adjacent Preble’s mouse habitat 
along the shoreline of Jackson 
Creek. Kassawara said that Triv-
iew Metropolitan District’s 404 
wetland and mouse habitat per-
mits with the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers and U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service have lapsed, 
and that “was not workable” for 
this development. These two 
agencies will compel the “main 
Jackson Creek developer” to 
get amended Triview permits 
in place before considering the 

habitat substitutions and mitiga-
tion proposed to build a senior 
residence where Jackson Creek 
flows under the parkway. 

“Nothing is going to hap-
pen until that permit gets back 
on track,” Kassawara said. The 
developer “needs a minimal 
amount of [mouse] acres but 
enough to make a difference. 
He can’t build without it.” Kas-
sawara added that the town staff 
has been working on obtaining 
an amended permit for the past 
18 months since the staff took 
over operation of Triview Metro 
District. 

Easton said there has been 
a “task force” for obtaining a 
senior residence for the past four 
months consisting of Roberts, 
Easton, Green, and a represen-
tative of the Tri-Lakes Chamber 
of Commerce and the Town of 
Palmer Lake. Easton said it is 
difficult for developers to view 
Monument and Palmer Lake as 
a separate community for build-
ing a facility, given the existing 
density of seniors in Colorado 
Springs. 

Roberts said he would re-
view the 2010 census to update 
senior statistics for the Tri-Lakes 
region. He also noted that Lib-
erty Heights is out of reach eco-
nomically for most local seniors 
and the nearest “affordable” 
senior residence is in Colorado 
Springs on Hancock Avenue. 
Kassawara said he would up-
date Roberts from time to time. 
There have been six preliminary 
development meetings on this 
proposed location and a seventh 
was scheduled for Oct. 19. 
Tri-Lakes as a destination
Julie Bille, owner of Be Ex-
pressed, said she had helped form 
a small group of local Tri-Lakes 
region business owners called 
Tri-Lakes Brand Awareness. The 
goal of the committee is to pro-
mote the region as a “destination 

location, rather than just an exit 
ramp,” in cooperation with Mon-
ument, the Historic Monument 
Merchants Association, Palmer 
Lake, and the Tri-Lakes Cham-
ber of Commerce. The commit-
tee meets in Oakley’s Restaurant 
in the Sunrise Mountain Inn on 
Woodmoor Drive. She urged 
the board to help organize the 
committee to provide ideas to 
encourage visitors to come here 
for camping, hiking, the arts, 
and holding weddings. Domin-
guez and Kaiser agreed to attend 
the committee’s Oct. 21 meeting. 
Bille also praised the success of 
the Chamber’s 3/50 program. 

Third Street work 
appreciated

Maggie Williamson, owner of 
Bella Art and Frame, thanked the 
town and Public Works for the 
improvements to Third Street. 
“Now can you do it on Second 
Street?” After the laughter sub-
sided, Easton explained that the 
Third Street improvements had 
exhausted the town’s various 
capital projects funds. She also 
urged board cooperation with 
Palmer Lake and other areas in 
the Tri-Lakes region. 

Nancy Swearingen asked if 
a shoulder or bike lanes could be 
added to Jackson Creek Parkway 
“so you can ride your bike over 
to the Y without getting run off 
the road.” Kassawara said that a 
trail would be built when the va-
cant land next to the parkway is 
developed. Developers will pay 
Triview Metropolitan District for 
construction of bike lanes south 
of Higby Road and the county 
for building bike lanes between 
Higby and Highway 105, be-
cause they are required under the 
town’s road standards in recently 
revised regulations. 

Water update
Swearingen also asked for a 
drinking water update. Easton 

noted that the Western Slope of 
Colorado “has about 85 percent 
of the available water and the 
Front Range has about 85 per-
cent of the need.” Easton and 
Landreth explained the purpose 
of the El Paso County Water Au-
thority and Pikes Peak Regional 
Water Authority and participa-
tion in them by the two local 
towns and special water districts, 
such as Academy, Cherokee, 
Donala, Forest Lakes, Fountain 
Triview, and Woodmoor. They 
also described proposals for 
three major new renewable water 
project options— the Southern 
Delivery System, Superditch, 
and the Flaming Gorge proj-
ect—and the legal difficulties of 
implementing re-use. 

Colorado Springs City 
Councilman Darryl Glenn at-
tended this meeting and added 
that a regional approach is need-
ed but may be complicated by 
six of the seven members of the 
City Council leaving office after 
the election. Glenn, who was a 
candidate for Wayne Williams’ 
Board of County Commissioners 
position, complimented Easton 
and the board for their close 
coordination with the city and 
Colorado Springs Utilities. 

Copper Ridge
Kaiser asked Glenn about the 
Copper Ridge development that 
will extend Powers Boulevard 
to I-25. Glenn said Colorado 
Springs had approved the proj-
ect and the Board of County 
Commissioners would soon 
hold a hearing on approving and 
funding its share of the project. 
Glenn stated that development of 
Powers and the Colorado Springs 
airport are critical for sustaining 
further expansion of the county’s 
military infrastructure, as well 
as improving tourism, particu-
larly in the northern part of the 
county. 

Partial public financing 
of the Copper Ridge shopping 
center helped draw “destination 
retail” to the project, which is a 
plus for the local region despite 
the controversy it created in the 
press, Glenn added. 

Improving 
communication

Easton asked for suggestions to 
improve communications with 
citizens. During the ensuing 
discussion, there were numerous 
suggestions for using a variety 
of Internet and surface mail 
methods, such as water bills and 
newsletters. 

Dominguez said that board 
members and town staff are very 
good at responding to requests 
for information and sugges-
tions from constituents. He also 
noted to two Air Force Academy 
cadets attending the meeting for 
a political science course they 
are taking that all the trustees 
are volunteers who are proud of 
their community and serving on 
the board. Gingrich described a 
number of things the trustees do 
outside of board meetings. 

NO REGISTRATION FEE!
Offer good through Nov. 30, 2010. New students only. Not valid with any other offer.

Monument Board of Trustees, Oct. 18

Light turnout at town meeting does not dampen discussion
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Green proposed moving next year’s town hall session 
to the “Big Red” D-38 school district building to improve 
citizen and vendor attendance, because Palmer Ridge 
High School is not in the town. 

The single item of business on the regular meeting 
agenda was payment of bills over $5,000. The board 

unanimously approved payments of:
• $172,143 to Triview Metropolitan District for August 

sales tax ($113,400), September motor vehicle 
tax ($3,602), and Pikes Peak Regional Building 
Department use tax ($141).

• $39,108 to All Purpose Paving for asphalt repairs.

• $10,536 to Brooks Plumbing and Heating Inc. for 
plumbing services for the new restroom in Limbaugh 
Park.

The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

By David Futey
On Oct. 14, the Palmer Lake Town Council met first as the 
Palmer Lake Liquor and Medical Marijuana Licensing 
Authority to approve a liquor license. Then the council 
adjourned that meeting and immediately convened for its 
regular October meeting. 

The absence of Trustee Joe Polonsky was excused. 
The Liquor Authority approved a request from 

Thomas Fletcher Sr. for a new retail liquor store, High 
Country Wine and Liquor, located at 795 Highway 105. 

Regular meeting
Sidewalk maintenance vote tabled

The council unanimously decided to table a vote on Ordi-
nance 6 regarding the care and maintenance of sidewalks. 
Town staff will maintain sidewalks until the ordinance is 
finalized. Trustee Dennis Stern said the Roads Commit-
tee had a workshop, which was well attended by citizens, 
where the goals and scope of the sidewalk ordinance were 
discussed. In the workshop meeting, the committee re-
quested Trustee Bryan Jack to research the requirement 
of sidewalk maintenance within the Safe Route to Schools 
grant and review other town ordinances regarding side-
walks. 

Jack said requirements for sidewalk maintenance 
within the grant were difficult to locate due to the volume 
of written material in the grant and the time frame he had 
available for the review. Jack said that in the project ap-
plication, the town committed to maintain sidewalks and 

keep them in good repair, offering a line item in the budget 
for funding. Jack said he would like the additional time to 
review the grant to determine maintenance requirements 
or other requirements the town will need to meet. 

Road Supervisor Bob Radosevich said the sidewalk 
is completely on town property except a small area on 
state Transportation Department property. None of the 
sidewalk is on private property. Mayor John Cressman 
asked that since the sidewalks are on town property, 
“Does that mitigate the homeowner’s responsibility to 
keep them clean?” Stern said other town ordinances that 
they reviewed stated that sidewalks that are on or abut to 
a personal property had to be maintained by the property 
owner. 

Jack said that not all ordinances stated property own-
er responsibility, as in metro districts the sidewalks were 
maintained by the district. Jack also said there is already 
an ordinance regarding sidewalk maintenance as it per-
tains to business owners. Business owners are required to 
keep the sidewalk clear. 

Trustee Max Stafford asked if there was homeowner 
liability. Town Attorney Larry Gaddis said, “Speaking 
personally, I have an obligation to shovel it (snow) off and 
if somebody slips and gets hurt, it’s my fault. I am covered 
by my homeowner’s insurance.” Cressman said all hom-
eowners need to research their own insurance. 

Trustee Nikki McDonald said the goal is to have 
more sidewalks in town. Stern said the ordinance can be 

amended or modified if other sidewalks are added. Stern 
recommended that the town maintain the sidewalk until 
the ordinance is finalized.

Baumann thanks town services for 
response to emergency

Lewis-Palmer District 38 Interim Superintendent Ted 
Bauman thanked employees of the Palmer Lake Police 
Department, Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department, 
and paramedics in response to a stabbing that occurred 

Palmer Lake Town Council, Oct. 14

Council tables vote on sidewalk maintenance
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Monument Planning Commission, Oct. 13

Livestock grazing code amendment approved
By Jim Kendrick

On Oct. 13, the Monument Planning Commission ap-
proved an amendment to the town’s livestock grazing 
ordinance. Language was added to the code to better 
explain how a grazing permit is to be obtained and the 
conditions under which a 12-month revocable permit will 
be approved for grazing on undeveloped properties zoned 
for urban development. 

Principal Planner Karen Griffith also explained prob-
lems that have arisen in the past when fences were broken 
and livestock broke out, making noise and occasionally 
damaging other properties and nearby crops. 

The new language in the amendment deleted the 
provision that fences be set back at least 100 feet from 

the property line. Grazing must be controlled so that no 
more than 25 percent of the area’s vegetation has been 
consumed at any time. The remaining vegetation must not 
be less than three inches in height. Grazing areas must 
be kept clean with regular removal of manure, in a man-
ner that minimizes flies, excessive odors, noise, and dust. 
Drainage and erosion controls must be put in place and 
maintained to prevent runoff containing contaminants, 
sediment, and organic waste. Livestock and manure man-
agement plans are required in the permit application.

Griffith also recommended a provision in the amend-
ment’s language that would account for a fence or gate be-
ing damaged by someone other than the property owner. 

Jerry Biggs, an owner of the vacant Lake of the 

Rockies property southwest of the intersection of Second 
Street and Mitchell Avenue, spoke in support of the code 
amendment. Biggs leases this property on occasion to 
livestock owners. 

The amendment was unanimously approved with 
four conditions that made minor wording changes. 

**********
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Nov. 10 at 
Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. Meetings are normally 
held on the second Wednesday of the month. Information: 
884-8017. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.
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between two Lewis-Palmer Middle School students at a 
bus stop near the school. Bauman said because of the two-
minute response time, “a young boy’s life was saved.”

Committee reports
Parks and Recreation Trustee Gary Coleman commented 
on the Palmer Lake Arts and Crafts Event (PLACE), the 
A Taste of Palmer Lake that occurred during PLACE and 
other related activities. Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts Ex-
ecutive Director Susan Adams provided a descriptive and 
financial overview of the event. The Town of Palmer Lake 
gave $2,000 toward the event. 

Adams said a greater variety of art vendors is needed 
because there was “too much of the same.” She said A 
Taste of Palmer Lake was “a hit.” Fifty tickets were pre-
sold and more than 100 more were sold during the event. 
The restaurants involved indicated they want to do it 
again next year.

Cressman asked how well the artists did with sales. 
Adams said “some did well and some did not.” She said 
that the number of artists will “absolutely grow next year.” 
Adams also said the general feedback is to hold the fes-
tival again, but she stated that “It needs full community 
involvement to make this a full town effort.” Adams then 
offered ideas to increase community participation in the 
event. She also said there will be an evaluation of the date 
and consideration of the competition with other festivals.

Fire Department
Fire Department Trustee Jack provided the following:
• Members of the department raised $2,626 for 

Muscular Dystrophy Association.
• Volunteers of the department worked 1,304.25 hours 

in September, with Fire Chief Shana Ball working 
228 hours.

• All department members are now compliant with 
the National Incident Management System/Incident 
Command System.

Jane Garrabrant of the Palmer Lake Fire Department 
Protective Association said the association “fund-raises 
money for the Fire Department and the star.” The associa-
tion has its own by-laws in order to make determinations 
on what to fund. 

Garrabrant raised a concern that the Fire Department 
volunteers are stretched too thin due to mandatory train-
ing, mandatory 24-hour shifts every fourth week, call re-
sponse, fund-raisers such as the Chili Supper performed 
by the department, and participation in other non-fund-
raising events like the Fishing Derby, fire safety classes 
for kindergarteners, and the Yule Log Hunt. 

She told the council, “My request to you is to think 
about all those things before saying ‘Let’s let the Fire De-
partment do it’ because “the most important thing we do 
is train and go on calls.” She said she wanted the council 
to be conscious of requests made of the Fire Department 
and the association. 

Jack responded that he could not recall an instance 
when the council had directed the Fire Department to 
participate in an event. Jack said, “The fire department 

is a function of the municipality.” Garrabrant said she 
knows organizations make requests of the Fire Depart-
ment but, “We are at a point now where we are trying to 
raise money and not lose, thus we are being careful what 
we choose to fund.”

Police
Trustee McDonald highlighted a case where a bear de-
stroyed a compact vehicle. The bear was also seen in the 
evening near the Town Hall area.

Water
Trustee Stafford said plans for the water treatment plant 
are awaiting approval from the state. Stafford said the 
engineering firm was checking on the approval status the 
week of Oct.11. 

Roads
Trustee Stern reported that the contractors completed 
their portion of the Safe Routes to School project, but the 
town has a few remaining items to complete. The Roads 
Department placed over 32,000 gallons of water and over 
16,000 gallons of magnesium chloride on roads for dust 
control.

Town Clerk Della Gray received two bids for re-roof-
ing the library, and a local resident will be submitting a 
third bid. She requested and received approval from the 
council to create a contest by soliciting designs from the 
two District 38 high schools for a chain-saw carving of a 
tree by the Town Hall. The council would have to approve 
the design. 

Gray reported that the Planning Commission board 
vacancy has been posted and a resident has expressed an 
interest in the vacancy. 

Business licenses approved
The council unanimously approved a business license for 
Raspberry Mountain Pet Care, 176 Rockridge Road. The 
owner, Ruth Engleright, stated she is staying within town 
regulations of no more than four dogs on the premises. 
The license request was for Engleright to care for pets 
when the pet owners are on vacation.

The council unanimously approved a business license 
for High Country Wine and Liquor. The business will be 
operated by Thomas Fletcher and located at 795 Highway 
105. Jack asked if any major modifications are planned, 
and the owners responded that there will be stucco and a 
new LED sign. The hours of the store will follow similar 
hours of other liquor stores in the area, opening at 9 a.m. 
but staying open a half hour later than other liquor stores, 
and the business will employ five or six staff. 

Gray said the town needs to enter into a formal 
agreement with the store owners because the town owns 
the land where the parking lot is located. Palmer Lake 
resident Gary Atkins requested that the council “look at 
the road” because there is a driveway just west of Circle 
Road as a convenience road and speeding is a problem, 
along with a rise on Highway 105, creating a concern 
about accidents. 

Atkins asked the council to review the access to 
Highway 105. Jack said the Colorado Department of 

Transportation’s easement right-of-way will need to be 
reviewed along with other improvements suggested or 
needed such as parking lot lighting. The owners will be 
working with the town on the improvements. 

Council opposes 
amendments and proposition

After a lengthy discussion, the council voted 5-1 to op-
pose Amendments 60 and 61 and Proposition 101 on the 
Nov. 2 ballot. Jack was the only dissenting vote. Jack said 
though he opposes these measures as an individual, he 
opposes a council measure on them. Originally the coun-
cil was supposed to have voted on a resolution regarding 
these issues, but Jack was concerned with some of the 
wording in the resolution. 

During the discussion, Town Attorney Gaddis said 
there is “difficulty finding any reputable person who has 
supported these issues” and, if passed “they will have a 
significant effect on the operation of the town.” 

Palmer Lake resident Gary Atkins supported the 
council and the resolution regarding defeat of these 
amendments. Atkins said, “We cannot grow as a com-
munity with less money.” 

Audit accepted
The council unanimously approved acceptance of the 
2009 audit. The town received a Gold Star in auditing 
standards. Gray said that, after considerable effort, the 
town has gone from a quad accounting to a dual account-
ing. 

Preliminary budget for 2011
Gray said her greatest concern is that the anticipated town 
revenues are down by $30,000 for 2010. The town is pro-
jected to see a carryover of $52,000 in expenditures. At 
this time, Gray was unable to calculate the cost for Safe 
Route to Schools until all the final payments are made. 
There may be money that can be shifted to pay for some 
of the Safe Route to School engineering. 

Trustees and department heads will be meeting to 
review the preliminary budget and make requests. The 
budget needs to be approved by Dec. 15. 

Citizens’ comments
Town resident Atkins offered comments on two different 
topics. Atkins said that the bear problem in town, men-
tioned in the police report and through incidents that have 
occurred elsewhere, might require dumpsters with metal 
lids and bars that lock down the lids. He suggested the 
council might require businesses and schools to change 
their dumpsters. He also questioned the impact that side-
walks will have on the community by noting that Monu-
ment and Woodmoor have very few sidewalks. Atkins 
said, “Maybe it isn’t too big of a problem to ask residents 
to clear snow in high snow load areas, though sidewalks 
might not be the most practical in a high snow area.” 

Ron Heard, a representative for the William J. 
Crawford Memorial committee, said construction of 
the memorial has been delayed by one year because the 
organization sponsoring the construction had to become 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit. This change would provide a tax ad-
vantage to donors. The Tri-Lakes Chamber Foundation is 
now the fiscal agent for the project and is a 501(c)3. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m. 
**********

A joint workshop and Town Council meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m. on Nov. 4 at Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
This is in observance of Veterans Day, Nov. 11. Regular 
meetings are normally held on the second Thursday of 
the month.

David Futey can be reached at dfutey@ocn.me.
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By Harriet Halbig
Bob Cito of the Colorado Association of School Boards 
(CASB) attended the Board of Education’s work session 
on Oct. 5 to explain the services he and the association 
could offer in a search for a new permanent district su-
perintendent. At the Oct. 21 meeting, the board approved 
using CASB in the search for a new superintendent. 
Interim Superintendent Ted Bauman said he has known 
Cito for many years and admires his thoroughness and the 
fact that he has knowledge of the district and of the talent 
pool in the state.

Cito said that the search process should bring mem-
bers of the community together. He said there is a need for 
strong leaders, and the relationship between the district 
staff and the community is critical. The process should 
identify the district’s challenges and goals. This informa-
tion would be gleaned from meetings of focus groups in 
the community. He said that it is not productive for mem-
bers of the board to attend these meetings, because he 
wishes to promote candidness. 

These elements will be included in the application 
document. Applicants should be required to write about 
why they feel they would be a good choice for the posi-
tion. This would require them to research the district 
and thereby display their ability to analyze its problems 
and how to approach them. The superintendent serves 
the Board of Education, staff, and community and must 
evaluate the expectations of each of these groups.

Cito said that individuals working with him will 
assist in advertising the position, reviewing legal mat-
ters, and handling administrative work and background 
checks. He suggested that the group could also prepare a 
follow-up report a year after the selection.

Board member Jeff Ferguson asked whether Colo-
rado experience would be necessary. Cito responded that 
Colorado experience was more important in the selection 
of an interim superintendent where there would not be 
time to build experience on the job. He acknowledged that 
Colorado is a unique place, but if a candidate’s motives 
and enthusiasm are sufficient, it is not necessary for him 
or her to have experience in the state.

Cito said that ideally the committee should seek a su-
perintendent who would stay for at least five years. Time 
is needed to build the momentum to solve big problems 
and to create trust in the community.

He said that the search committee would aid the 
district in setting priorities stated at the beginning of the 
process. This should include eight or 10 abilities such as 
communication skills, making tough decisions, and fol-
lowing through on decisions. Through the use of these 
considerations, the applications should be reduced to 
10 or so individuals before background checks are per-
formed. Generally there are 30 or fewer applicants. 

Local experts and members of the board could then 
be involved in screening and interviewing.

Due to the timing of the search, Cito suggested that 
decisions about desired qualities should be made soon. 
With the holidays coming, the application deadline 
should be in January, giving applicants four to six weeks 
to prepare their application. He said that most applica-
tions arrive in the last few days before the deadline, as 
some applicants are seated superintendents and wish to 
retain confidentiality. CASB is very confidential until 
background checks are performed, he said.

Once the finalists are chosen, he suggested leaving a 
week between announcing the intention to interview and 
making the interview to allow for travel. Cito suggested 
that if an applicant is offered the position and declines he 
should pay his own expenses.

Hopefully, the hiring will be finalized in March, Cito 
said.

Board member Gail Wilson said she had spoken with 
someone who worked with Cito on a search and liked him 
very much. Board member Robb Pike said that he may 
also make inquiries.

At its Oct. 21 meeting, the board voted to proceed 
with using CASB in the search for a new superintendent. 

Accreditation process explained
Dr. Marie Revak, the district’s director of assessment, ex-
plained the process by which the Colorado Department of 
Education (CDE) accredits school districts. She distribut-
ed copies of the District Performance Framework Report 
from CDE and explained that a district is evaluated on the 

basis of academic achievement, academic growth (over 
one year), academic growth gaps (academic progress of 
historically disadvantaged student subgroups and those 
needing to catch up), and postsecondary and workforce 
readiness (preparedness for college or jobs upon comple-
tion of high school).

Considerations at the high school level include the 
number of students taking the ACT test, the graduation 
rate, and the dropout rate.

District 38 is accredited with distinction, putting it 
in the top 10 percent of over 170 districts in the state.

School districts in turn accredit individual schools 
based on the school performance infrastructure indi-
cated in the district accreditation. Schools create school 
improvement plans annually. These plans are presented 
to the District Accountability Advisory Committee in 
February and then to the Board of Education in March. 
Accreditations are due in mid-October.

Detailed information on the process is available at 
schoolview.org.

Other board actions
Deb Goth, chairperson of the Operations Advisory Com-
mittee, reported that $99,802 remains from the proceeds 
of the bond issue passed in 2006. The remainder of the 
approximately $69 million was used to construct Palmer 
Ridge High School, improve Lewis-Palmer High School 
athletic facilities and fund Lewis-Palmer High School se-
curity and technology. The remainder is on hold pending 
action on drainage issues at Palmer Ridge. The commit-
tee is negotiating with the architects on this matter.

Goth assured the board that all funds from the bond 
issues have been spent as directed.

Cheryl Wangeman, assistant superintendent of op-
erations, spoke to the board about the National Incident 
Management System (NIMS) as a basis for incident man-
agement in the district. The system provides procedures 
for dealing with emergencies through the cooperation of 
federal, state, and local governments. There have been 
meetings with law enforcement and fire officials and 
creation of site-based procedures. Administrators have 
attended training sessions. There are now about 50 people 
involved in the program, including counselors, nurses, 
and others. The board voted to approve participation in 
the program.

Bob Foster, director of personnel and student ser-
vices, distributed a final draft of policies involving reduc-
tion in force and transfers of staff within the district. The 
changes were prompted by changes in state law. Foster 
and Board President John Mann stressed that there are 
no plans for a reduction in force. In fact, there has never 
been one in the district’s history. The board approved the 
policy as presented.

The revised policy is now posted on the district in-
tranet site for staff access.

It was announced that Assistant Superintendent of 
Student Learning Shirley Trees and Revak will be leav-
ing the district at the end of this school year. The board 
praised both of them for their hard work and innovation 
and wished them well. Superintendent Bauman recom-
mended that neither should be replaced until the new 
superintendent has been chosen.

The board received a letter from the board of Monu-

ment Academy expressing its desire to extend their con-
tract for five years. Negotiations will now begin to final-
ize the contract before the deadline of July 2011.

The board approved routine measures such as min-
utes of previous meetings, requests for leaves of absence, 
list of substitute teachers and support staff, special educa-
tion contracts, and other items requiring board approval.

**********
The Board of Education meets at 6 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of each month at the district’s learning center, 
146 Jefferson St., Monument. The next meeting will be 
held on Nov. 18.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Lewis-Palmer School District Board of Education, Oct. 5 and 21

Association will assist search for new superintendent

Above: Benjamin Knode, an 8th grader at Lewis 
Palmer Middle School, placed 2nd in the Colorado 
Math League competition last spring. With him are 
his gifted education teacher Carol Snyder on the left 
and LPMS principal Caryn Collett. Photo by Harriet 
Halbig.
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By Harriet Halbig
Following a brief discussion at the Sep-
tember meeting, the District Accountabil-
ity Advisory Committee (DAAC) on Oct. 
12 again considered developing a program 
for grades K-12 to defi ne and promote in-
tegrity in the school setting.

Committee members were concerned 
about the use of cell phones and other 
electronic devices to share test and home-
work answers. Students feel pressure from 
peers, parents, and society to get good 
grades to get into top colleges, even when 
students are not intellectually able to keep 
up on arrival at college. In addition, stu-

dents often read about cheating among 
athletes and business fi gures.

Committee members shared experi-
ences and information about how other 
districts handle cheating in the classroom 
by denying credit to both students when 
papers are copied or answers are trans-
mitted. Signifi cant penalties should be in 
place and understood by all parties, they 
said.

It was suggested that students and par-
ents could be required to sign a statement 
that they understand the consequences of 
cheating. Monument Academy has stu-
dents and parents sign such an agreement.

Many committee members said that 
they see cheating as a problem but were 
unable to arrive at specifi c methods for 
teaching honesty and integrity at every 
grade level. The group defi ned integrity 
as “doing the right thing although no one 
is watching.”

The discussion will be continued next 
month.

Adopt a School
Georgina Gittins, a parent from Bear 
Creek Elementary, spoke about the new 
Adopt a School program. Based on a pro-
gram in Florida, Adopt a School enables 
parents and community members, includ-
ing businesses, to support their school 
by adopting a class, a grade, or an entire 
school for a set, tax-deductible donation.

Teachers purchase needed materials 
and submit their receipts to their school 
secretary, who processes the reimburse-
ment. The reimbursement is processed 
through the district’s Learning Points 
system, thereby avoiding handling fees. 
There is a list of approved items, and all 
items become the property of the school.

Gittins said that Bear Creek has 
served as the pilot location for the pro-
gram, and principals of all other schools 
have been sent information. Information 
was sent home with students, and there 
was a booth at Back to School Night ex-
plaining the program. To date, there have 
been 30 adoptions for a total of more than 
$5,000 in donations. Three schools were 
adopted, three grades were adopted, and 

many teachers—including all kin-
dergarten teachers—were adopted.

AdoptD38@lewispalmer.org 
gives a list of all donors and recipi-
ents. Donors can pay online.

Gittins added that those parents 
and others who volunteer time and 
support the schools in other ways 
are also credited for their contribu-
tions.

Accreditation of 
the school district

Dr. Marie Revak, the district’s di-
rector of assessment, explained the 
state’s procedures for rating school 
districts. Lewis-Palmer District 38 
was accredited with distinction, 
placing it in the top 10 percent of 
over 170 districts in the state. The 
districts, in turn, accredit indi-
vidual schools. For more detailed 
information, see the article on the 
Board of Education on page 17 of 
this issue.

Committee for 
Political Achievement

Committee for Political Achieve-
ment Co-chair Cori Tanner report-
ed that there will be no further ac-
tion by the committee until after the 
election. At that time, there will be 
letters sent to legislators regarding 
the impact of the election on school 
funding and activities.

**********
The District Accountability Ad-
visory Committee meets on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 7 
p.m. Locations vary. The November 
meeting will be held at Bear Creek 
Elementary School, 1330 Creekside 
Drive in Monument.
Harriet Halbig can be reached at 

harriethalbig@ocn.me.

District Accountability Advisory Committee, Oct. 12

Academic integrity discussion continues
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NEW evening classes M/W 3:30 pm & 6 pm, T/TH 4:30 pm 
at the Sundance Mountain Athletic Center,  

1808 Woodmoor Dr. Other locations include the 
Sundance Studio, 1450 Cipriani Loop, and the 

Black Forest Community Church, 6845 Shoup Rd.  
For information, call Carolyn at 488-5776.

Support 
Our 

Community.
Shop 

Tri-Lakes!
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By Harriet Halbig
The Special Education Advisory 
Committee voted at its October 
meeting to officially change its 
name to the Exceptional Stu-
dents Learning Team. The new 
name reflects the group’s inten-
tion to include special education, 
gifted/talented, and other groups 
within one entity.

Anna Amenson, a sopho-
more at Palmer Ridge High 
School, spoke to the group about 
her experiences in the district 
from sixth grade until the pres-
ent, telling how testing and 
other classroom experiences are 
personalized to meet her needs. 
Anna’s father, committee Chair-
man Chris Amenson, said that 
the family’s experiences in Dis-
trict 38 have been very positive 
and that Anna’s work ethic and 
general attitude have allowed 
her to progress well through 
the years. She hopes to attend a 
small college and seek a career 
related to music.

Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict Interim Superintendent Ted 
Bauman spoke about develop-
ments in the district’s philoso-
phy regarding special education 
since his arrival in 1988. He first 
served as principal at Kilmer El-
ementary, where the first special 
education program in the district 
was developed. Prior to that time, 
special needs students were sent 
to District 20 for services.

At present there are about 
600 students in the program, or 
about 12 percent of the student 
population. 

State audits education 
plans

Special Education Director Mary 

Anne Fleury reported that the 
district has recently undergone 
an audit by state officials. They 
examine IEPs (individual educa-
tion plans) to determine whether 
they are complete and are being 
implemented correctly in such 
areas as timeliness of reporting 
and attendance by appropriate 
individuals at evaluation meet-
ings.

Fleury reported that the 
district’s transition plan, serving 
students ages 18-21, is designed 
to aid students in moving to post-
secondary education, vocational 
education, adult services, inde-
pendent living, or community 
participation. Participants have 
their own space for the program 
and their own vehicle for trans-
portation to various programs 
in other locations. She said that 
participants enjoy being a part of 
an adult program.

Fleury distributed cop-
ies of the District Special 
Education Improvement Plan 
stating goals to be reached 
by May 2013 and steps to be 
taken to reach them. Goals in 
the areas of student achieve-
ment (50 percent increase in 
access to regular education 
curriculum for students with 
disabilities), whole child (50 
percent increase in ability to 
advocate for themselves, 100 
percent access to extended 
school year services for those 
who qualify), and community 
engagement (100 percent of 
materials for use with stu-
dents with disabilities will 
be identified and catalogued, 
100 percent of parents will 
feel welcomed and supported 

in their transition). The docu-
ment includes measures and ac-
tion priorities for each goal.

Question and answer 
session

When asked about the impact of 
ballot initiatives on the district’s 
plans, Bauman said that it is 
fruitless to worry until after the 
election. At that point, planning 
can begin to maximize the re-
sources available. 

Fleury said that it is criti-
cal to be creative in meeting the 
needs of the students with the 
resources available. One initia-
tive is to train general education 
teachers to better interact with 
special education teachers and 
students. Some remaining fed-
eral stimulus funds will support 
training in this area.

When asked about plans 
to purchase new technology 

for special education students, 
Bauman said that 162 netbooks 
had been purchased with fed-
eral funds. Training for their use 
has not yet begun. The district 
is maintaining what it already 
owns. The technology direc-
tor for the district has not been 
replaced due to budget concerns 
and the district is looking within 
for technically savvy people to 
train their colleagues.

When a parent asked about 
the bullying in the district, 
Bauman said that whenever an 
incident is reported, there is an 
immediate response from the 
administration. He said that 
there is renewed emphasis on the 
Safe2Tell program, encouraging 
students to anonymously report 
suspicious behavior or incidents. 
At the middle school level, ac-
countability, respect, and trust 

are being stressed.
**********

The Exceptional Students Learn-
ing Team meets at 6:30 p.m. on 
the second Wednesday of each 
month in the district’s learning 
center, 146 Jefferson St. in Mon-
ument. The next meeting will be 
held on Nov. 10.
Harriet Halbig can be reached 

at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Exceptional Students Learning Team (formerly Special Education Advisory Committee), Oct. 20

Committee approves new name, hears student’s story

Thinking of selling? Our low �Flat Fee� program has 
saved El Paso county sellers thousands of dollars vs. 
traditional real estate commissions. Think about it, you 
can get the professional services of a REALTORTM

while preserving more of your home�s equity. 
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10% OFF
With this ad.

Good thru 11/30/10.
Not good with other offers. 

Tax, tip, and alcohol excluded.

BREAKFAST
Sun 8:30-10:30
LUNCH
Tues-Sun 11:00-3:30 
DINNER
urs-Sun 3:30-8:00

Operated by the volunteers of the American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11.

Support Our 
Community.

Shop Tri-Lakes!
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By Harriet Halbig
The Woodmoor Improvement 
Association’s (WIA) Board of 
Directors voted at its October 
meeting to remove password 
protection from its financial 
records. In the past, only hom-
eowners in the association were 
allowed access to the informa-
tion without a formal request.

Covenants Director Ed 
Miller said that he found noth-
ing in the records that required 
secrecy. He and others said that 
realtors and potential homebuy-
ers often seek this information 
to confirm that the association 

is effectively administered. Last 
year the password protection 
was added.

Board President Chuck 
Maher and Executive Director 
Matt Beseau agreed that there 
was no need to guard the infor-
mation and that the requirement 
of a signed document requesting 
access was a waste of staff time. 
Members also agreed that any 
requirement that would discour-
age home sales in the area was 
counterproductive.

Other decisions made in-
cluded: 
• Postponing implementation 

of a staff benefit plan until 
further research and legal 
advice could be acquired.

• Purchasing two new hand-
held radios for Woodmoor 
Public Safety.

• Hiring a part-time employee 
to help with budget matters 
for an indefinite period.

• Scheduling a work session 
of the board to discuss 
the association’s legal 
documents in anticipation 
of a vote at the annual 
meeting in January.

Routine committee reports in-
cluded a proposal to purchase 
benches or picnic tables for 
common areas, a request from 
a number of members to build 
a trail parallel to Woodmoor 
Drive to increase safety for 
students at the middle school, 
a report on continuing experi-
ments in scrub oak control, and 
a report on preparations for the 
January elections for the board.

Maher asked for sugges-
tions for a winter festival or an 
event to honor those who volun-
teer their time for the associa-
tion. No decision was made.

**********
The WIA usually meets on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month 
at 7 p.m. Due to the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, it will meet on Nov. 
17 at the Barn, 1691 Woodmoor 
Drive in Monument.

Harriet Halbig can be reached 
at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, Oct. 27

Board broadens access to WIA 
financial information

Michelle Bowles  
492-8858
Lisa Ramsey 
559-2151

Looking to purchase or refinance your 
home loan? Call us or apply online at  
financecoloradohomes.com
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Donna M O'Bryant
Financial Advisor
.

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-487-0407

Pet Sitting $5 OFF
(719) 434-8709, lovemycanine@gmail.com
http://sites.google.com/site/lovemycanine/
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By Bill Kappel
Much like September, October was warm and mainly 
dry, with temperatures well above normal and precipita-
tion well below normal. This has been one of the warmest 
and driest two-month periods of September and October 
in the last hundred years around the region.

Once again, no major storms affected the region, 
with only a trace of snow recorded for the month. This 
pattern we have been in for the last two months is in stark 
contrast to last year, when we received plenty of snow and 
cold during September and October and demonstrates 
how widely the weather pattern can vary around the Tri-
Lakes region not only on a daily basis but year over year 
as well.

Dry and warm weather dominated the region during 
the first five days of the month as a ridge of high pressure 
continued to keep any storms from the north from af-
fecting the area. Highs reached well into the 70s on each 
afternoon except the 2nd. The clear, dry weather did al-
low overnight lows to drop well into the 30s, right around 
normal for early October. A bit of a pattern change began 
to take place over the western United States starting on 
the 6th as a series of stronger storms began to beat down 
the ridge of high pressure that had been dominating our 
weather, allowing more moisture and cooler weather to 
begin to affect the region. 

High temperatures fell back into the low to mid-60s 
from the 6th through the 9th; with the exception of the 
afternoon of the 7th when we managed to reach the low 
70s. With the cooler air mass in place and the continued 
clear skies, temperatures finally tumbled below the freez-
ing mark for many of us from late on the 8th through the 
morning of the 10th, with some of the cold pockets in the 
area reaching down into the mid-20s. This first freeze of 
the season was about two weeks later than normal for 
most areas. 

During this time, an area of low pressure became cut 
off over the Great Plains, isolated from the main upper 
atmospheric flow across the United States and began to 
affect Colorado on the 8th with more clouds and gusty 
winds. The moisture from this storm moved in on the 
10th, with a cold frontal passage early in the afternoon, 
producing our first real upslope event of the fall with 
plenty of cold rain, breaking a long dry spell. This also 
brought the first significant snow for many mountain 
areas.

The area of low pressure continued to spin over 
Wyoming, Nebraska, and Kansas for a couple of days. 
This allowed several bands of showers and thunderstorms 
to develop and affect the region. This led to areas of fog 
and showers on the 11th, and then steadier rain during 
the morning of the 12th as the system moved out of the 
region. Unfortunately, this was our only precipitation for 
the week, as high pressure built in quickly behind the 
departing storm and left dry, mild conditions in its wake. 
Highs jumped from the 40s on the 12th to the 70s by the 
14th and 15th under clear skies. 

Another dry week of weather occurred from the 18th 
through the 24th. Temperatures did vary quite a bit, with 
mid-60s during the middle of the week to upper 40s on 
the 22nd. With the dry air and long nights, temperatures 
did fall to seasonal values, ranging from the mid-20s to 
the mid-30s across the area. Sunny skies were the rule for 
most of the week, as an area of high pressure that has been 
dominating our weather for the last month or so continued 
to hold strong. 

However, an active weather pattern over the eastern 
Pacific Ocean began to break down that area of high pres-
sure toward the end of the week and into the weekend. 
This set up our first widespread snows in the high country 
and kicked in some windy conditions along the Front 
Range as a strong jet stream slammed into Colorado. 
Unfortunately, the strong northwesterly flow associated 
with this active pattern didn’t bring moisture to use, just 
gusty winds. 

As the end of this active weather pattern moved 
through on the morning of the 25th, a quick shot of rain 
and snow developed over the area, reminding us that 

sunny skies and warm weather is not normal for the end 
of October. Temperatures were held to below normal 
values for the next two days, with highs only hitting the 
low 40s and overnight lows dipping well into the teens. 
However, just in time for trick-or-treaters, quiet and mild 
conditions developed for the final three days of the month, 
with temperatures moving back to normal and above lev-
els through Halloween.

A look ahead
November is generally dry and cool around the region. 
We usually get several light snows interspersed with 
sunny skies. Gusty winds commonly develop on a couple 
of days as the jet stream becomes more active and more 
directly affects Colorado. Our first sub-zero morning low 
temperature occurs during the month as well. High tem-
peratures average in the upper 40s early in the month to 
the low 40s by the end with overnight lows often dipping 
into the teens and single digits.

For a complete look at monthly climate summaries for 
the Tri-Lakes region, please visit www.thekappels.com/
ClimateSummary.htm.

October 2010 Weather Statistics
Average High   61.8° (+2.9)

100-year return frequency value max 67.7° min 50.7°
Average Low   31.0° (+2.0)

100-year return frequency value max 36.8° min 26.4°
Monthly Precipitation 0.38” (-1.28”)

100-year return frequency value max 4.63” min 0.18”
Monthly Snowfall Trace (-15.7”)
Highest Temperature 77° on the 1st, 5th 
Lowest Temperature 15° on the 27th, 28th 
Season to Date Snow  Trace (-16.2”)

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip. 5.67” (-4.14”) 

(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days 577 (+229)
Cooling Degree Days 0 (0)

For more detailed weather information and Climatol-

ogy of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit 
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm. Remember, weather affects all of us every 
day and is a very important part of life for us in the Tri-
Lakes region, and we want to hear from you. If you see a 
unique weather event or have a weather question, please 
contact us at billkappel@ocn.me.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.

October Weather Wrap

Mile High Holistics
626 Hwy 105 

Palmer Lake, CO 80133 
(719) 487-0901 

Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 10-5 
Sunday by Appointment

Compassionate Care in a Relaxing Setting

Discreet, Professional, & Knowledgeable 

�15+ Top Shelf Strains �4g 1/8ths �$50 Cap

�Edibles �Candy �Clones �Pipes

BUY TWO 
EDIBLES, GET 

ONE FREE 
Native Infusions Edibles 

One Coupon Per Patient 
Cannot Be Combined  

With Other Offers

MEMBER
PRICING ON 

ANY ONE ITEM 
One Coupon Per Patient 

Cannot Be Combined  
With Other Offers

PARKING & ENTRY IN BACK AVAILABLE 

CALL TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE APPOINTMENT 

Discover Scentsy!
Sarah is also an Independent Consultant of  

Scentsy Wickless Candles.
Scentsy candles are a safe alternative 

to ordinary scented candles, and can be left on 
24 hours-a-day. Inexpensive and appealing to 
everyone. These make GREAT GIFTS! See 
what ALL THE BUZZ is about and why they are 
#1 in the business! For more information or to 
purchase, please visit...
http://sarahnorwood.scentsy.us

Holiday Special 
$45 for a  

1-hour Massage
OR Reflexology!

Give the gift of RELAXATION this holiday season, OR, 
simply treat yourself to some Holiday Stress Relief! 

Gift Certificates Available!
Sarah Norwood Health Services 

236 Washington St., Suite 5-E 
Downtown Monument  � (719) 510-2704

sarahnorwood34@gmail.com
sarahnorwoodhealthservices.com

WE HAVE FIREWOOD FOR SALE!!
Many types of firewood available: Ponderosa pine,

Lodgepole pine, Pinon pine and Juniper

Cottonwood and Aspen coming soon! 

We deliver it to you -- dependable and courteous service

PLEASE CALL FOR RATES...  (719) 491-4811

Many types of firewood available: 
Ponderosa Pine, Lodgepole Pine, 

Pinon Pine, Juniper, and Cottonwood. 
We deliver it to you-dependable and courteous service
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Disclaimer: The opinions ex-
pressed in Letters to Our Com-
munity should not be interpreted 
as the view of OCN even when 
the letter writer is an OCN vol-
unteer. 
For letter guidelines, see page 35 

A special thank you 
for a playground

When teachers and parents at 
Grace Best Elementary School 
joined together last February to 
begin to dream and plan for a 
new playground for Bear Creek 
Elementary School, they had no 
idea what a challenging journey 
they were about to embark upon!

After endless hours of re-
searching, planning, and fund-
raising, we can proudly announce 
the completion of the first phase 
of the playground with the help 
of Access Construction. As we 
overlook the amazing view that 

includes our playground, we are 
grateful for the support of our 
school district families, our PTO, 
and many local community busi-
nesses that generously contribut-
ed their finances, materials, and 
time in order to make this dream 
come true. See photo,page 26.

We’d like to give special rec-
ognition to the following busi-
nesses and community groups 
that donated time, materials, or 
finances to make the playground 
possible: Girls Scout Troop 105, 
Pikes Peak Ice Cream & Gelato, 
Colorado Springs Orthopedic 
Group, Texas Roadhouse, Cov-
ered Treasures, Buffalo Builders, 
Nick ‘n’ Willy’s Pizza, Tri-Lakes 
Dental, D&S Truss Co., Lowe’s 
Hardware Stores (Lowe’s for 
Heroes), First National Bank of 
Monument, Synthes, Van Guard 
Construction Co., Tri-Lakes 
Women’s Club, Big A Rentall 
Center, A. Were Engineering, 

DMS Building Components, 
Timbers Diversified Wood Prod-
ucts, Kanzler Foundation Inc., 
EIB Construction Inc., DPS, 
Peakview Roofing, Home Depot, 
Strate Management, Aspen Val-
ley Custom Homes, Signature 
Tile and Stone, Target, Tri-Lakes 
Printing, and King Soopers.

A special thanks to Jim 
Britt, who spent hours working at 
the site over the summer months 
in order to be sure the land was 
well-prepped for the equipment’s 
installation, and Scott Strate, 
who coordinated the designing 
and contributions necessary to 
build the pavilion. 

I’m sure the list of people 
involved could go on and on. Be 
assured of our thankfulness for 
all of you in our community who 
had a part.

On behalf of the students 
and the staff, thanks to all for 
your continued support. Come 
and enjoy the beautiful play-
ground with your children! 
The Bear Creek Elementary 
School Playground Committee

Thanks for 
community’s support

In January, a fundraiser was 
held in honor of our son Parker, 
to raise money for his medical 
expenses (Parker has congenital 
aniridia and glaucoma). Since 
the fundraiser was held, Parker 
has had three additional surger-

ies, including a cornea transplant 
and retinal reattachment surger-
ies. 

Unfortunately, the surgical 
outcomes were not as we all had 
hoped, and Parker lost all vision 
in his right eye. However, that 
has not stopped him from excel-
ling and learning new things. He 
continues to surprise his fam-
ily with every new discovery he 
makes and every milestone he 
marks. We are optimistic that 
he will continue to adapt well 
despite his low vision. 

Again, we would like to 
thank the community for your 
support and keeping our family 
in your thoughts and prayers. 
Lucas and Natalie Ebaugh

Funding distinction
 is important

I would like to clarify a state-
ment in Our Community News 
dated Oct. 2, 2010, regarding the 
Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire De-
partment (PLVFD) and the Beer 
and Wine Garden for the PLACE 
event. The Beer and Wine Gar-
den was funded by the Palmer 
Lake Fire Department Protective 
Association, a nonprofit corpo-
ration that is the “fundraising 
arm” of the PLVFD. Therefore 
the proceeds of that event went 
back to the association, not to 
the General Fund of the Town of 
Palmer Lake. 

It is an important distinction 

because 100 percent of the funds 
raised by the association ben-
efit the PLVFD, whereas funds 
raised by the PLVFD itself would 
go back into the General Fund, 
where it would be available for 
use by other town departments, 
not necessarily for the PLVFD.

The association holds sev-
eral fundraisers throughout 
the year, including the annual 
Chili Supper and Star-Lighting, 
which will be held this year on 
Saturday, Nov. 27, at the Palmer 
Lake Town Hall. The association 
funds these events, and proceeds 
go toward repairs and mainte-
nance of the Star on Sundance 
Mountain as well as training 
and equipment that would not 
be possible to obtain through the 
PLVFD’s budget from the Town 
of Palmer Lake. 

In addition to family and 
work obligations, the members 
of the PLVFD volunteer many 
hours to the welfare of our 
citizens by responding to calls, 
attending trainings, performing 
station duties, and helping with 
association fundraisers and other 
events in Palmer Lake. 

The association is always 
looking for volunteers to help 
with fundraisers! Interested par-
ties may contact me at 487-0190.

Thank you.
Jane Garrabrant, treasurer
Palmer Lake Fire Department 
Protective Association

Flower lady keeps 
town colorful

Wide-brimmed cowgirl hat, 
blue jeans, fluorescent vest, a 
welcoming smile—who was 
that lady who spent this past 
summer filling the varied-size 
urns along Second Street in 
downtown Monument with bags 
of potting soil and a profusion of 
flowers and greenery as well as 
hauling 7,000 gallons of water 
on her jitney? 

Several times a week, those 
urns needed water and care, 

especially this year with so little 
rainfall. She also planted and 
cared for the garden plots at the 
entrance sign to Monument and 
Limbach Park with a riot of color 
and all without blocking the sign 
itself; not to neglect the 10 bar-
rels of flowers at the Monument 
cemetery.

I was not the only person to 
stop and chat with Sharon Wil-
liams to compliment her and ask 
about a specific plant that caught 
my eye. I was whelmed when 
Sharon told me she is a master 
gardener and a native plant 
master gardener. This explained 
why the floral displays were so 
attractive and welcoming to our 
residents and visitors.

And Sharon is not only a 
dedicated part-time town gar-
dener but a volunteer with her 
Wheaton terrier, Quincy, as 
they visit hospice patients. What 
energy. 
John Howe

Letters to Our Community
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Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church exists to worship 
God and go ever deeper 
with Him, fervently love 
one another, and take 
Living Water to the 
world. 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
8:30-9:30 am: Traditional Worship Service 
9:30-10:00 am: Fellowship Time 
10:00-10:45 am: Teaching and Community Time 
10:45-noon: More Contemporary Worship Service 

Believing God by Beth Moore, Bible Study 
Friday Mornings and Tuesday Evenings  
(see website for details)  
The last study will be held Tuesday, November 23. 

13990 Gleneagle Drive 

(719) 964-1838 
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanChurch.org 
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By the staff at Covered Treasures 
Temperatures are falling along with the 
leaves, so it may be time to stock up on 
books for those cold winter nights—or 
to add to your gift shelf. Following are 
some new arrivals that appeal to many 
interests.

The Wishing Trees
By John Shors (Penguin Group) $15
A year after the death of Kate, a former 
high-tech executive, Ian fi nds her fi nal 
wish. She wants him to take their 10-year-
old daughter, Mattie, on a trip across Asia, 
through the countries they had planned to 
visit to celebrate their 15th anniversary. 
Eager to honor the woman they loved, 
Ian and Mattie embark on an epic jour-
ney, leaving symbols of their connection 
to Kate in the form of paper “wishes” in 
ancient trees. As they celebrate what Kate 
meant to them, they begin to fi nd their 
way back to each other, discovering that 
healing is possible and love endures.
 
The Pure Joy of Monastery Cooking: 
Essential Meatless Recipes for the Home 
Cook
By Brother Victor-Antoine d’Avila-La-
tourrette (Countryman Press) $35
This collection of over 200 recipes cap-
tures the essence of culinary and spiri-
tual simplicity as lived at Our Lady of the 
Resurrection Monastery, with a focus on 
local ingredients, home cooking, and fi ne 
dining.

Earth (The Book): A Visitor’s Guide to 
the Human Race
By John Stewart and “The Daily Show” 
writers (Grand Central Publishing) 
$27.99
Readers take an intellectual voyage 
through time—back to the very moment 
of creation—that might help them fi gure 

out exactly how and why everything got 
so totally messed up. Along the way, one 
fi nds hilarious answers to life’s toughest 
questions—completely unburdened by 
objectivity, integrity, or even accuracy.

Fall of Giants
By Ken Follett (Penguin Group) $36
Best-selling author Ken Follett returns 
with a magnifi cent new historical epic. 
The fi rst in The Century Trilogy follows 
the fates of fi ve interrelated families—
American, German, Russian, English and 
Welsh—as they travel through the extraor-
dinary events of the 20th century, includ-
ing World War I, the Russian Revolution, 
and the struggle for women’s suffrage. 

An Object of Beauty
By Steve Martin (Grand Central Publish-
ing) $26.99
Lacey Yeager is young, captivating, and 
ambitious enough to take the New York 
City art world by storm. Groomed at 
Sootheby’s and hungry to keep climb-
ing the social and career ladders, Lacey 
charms men and women, old and young, 
rich and even richer with her magnetic 
personality. Her ascension to the high-
est tiers of the city parallels the soaring 
heights—and at times the dark lows—of 
the art world and the country from the 
late 1900s through today. 

Safe Haven
By Nicholas Sparks (Grand Central 
Publishing) $25.99
When a beautiful, mysterious young 
woman appears in a small North Caro-
lina town, her sudden arrival raises 
questions about her past. Katie seems 
determined to avoid forming personal 
ties until a series of events draws her 
into two reluctant relationships. Even as 
she begins to fall in love, Katie struggles 
with the dark secret that set her on a fear-
ful, shattering journey across the coun-
try, and she eventually learns that love is 
the only true safe haven. 

At Home: A Short History of Private 
Life
By Bill Bryson (Random House) $28.95
Bryson’s lively, inquisitive mind turns 
the seemingly mundane spaces—bath-

room and bedroom and kitchen—into 
an occasion for revealing the centuries 
of history that dwell in every home. From 
architecture to electricity, from food pres-
ervation to epidemics, from the telephone 
to the Eiffel Tower, from crinolines to 
toilets, Bryson demonstrates that what-
ever happens in the world ends up in our 
houses. 

Hell’s Corner
By David Baldacci (Grand Central Pub-
lishing) $27.99
After what appears to be a terrorist bomb 
detonation at a White House state dinner, 
Oliver Stone and the Camel Club must 
stop the attackers, or face the catastrophic 
results in this exhilarating new book by 
“the master of the political thriller.”

Despite these beautiful, warm fall days, 
we know that snowfl akes will soon be fl y-
ing, and an exciting new book is a good 
friend to have around—or you may want 
to get an early start on that holiday list. 
Until next month, happy reading.

The staff at Covered Treasures can be 
reached at books@ocn.me.

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Fall into some great winter reading

481-2665 (BOOK) 
Second and Washington Streets  

In Historic Downtown Monument
Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat., 9-4, Closed Sun. 
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Check out our new website: 

www.coveredtreasures.com

Your Hometown Bookstore  
Since 1993 

For great reading 
suggestions, stop in today 

for your copy of this 
year�s Winter Catalog 
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One month FREE with 

purchase of two months! 

Good through 11/30/10 • New customers only

past 13 years – Thank You!

We wish you a Happy Holiday Season!
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By Elizabeth Hacker
November signals the start of the holiday season. Many 
have already started planning and shopping for the up-
coming celebrations. It’s hard to imagine, but Thanksgiv-

ing is only a few weeks away. Our tradition incorporates 
decorating, feasting, and, lest I forget, watching football. 
We actually kick off the season on Thanksgiving follow-
ing the lighting of the Palmer Lake Star with a little light-
ing ceremony of our own.

The traditional Thanksgiving bird is a turkey, which, 
thanks to our local grocery stores, can be purchased very 
reasonably. Some families, especially when one or more 
members hunt, celebrate with wild game birds including 
pheasant, duck, wild turkey, and goose. A few years ago, 
a fellow employee offered me several pheasants. At fi rst I 
was reluctant to try something new on a traditional holi-
day where expectations are high, but we found them to be 
quite tasty, albeit a bit bony. 

The little birds were already dressed out, and when I 
mentioned that I could use some of their beautiful feath-
ers for a table decoration, my co-worker balked. This re-
action took me by surprise until he told me that he hunted 
pheasants primarily for their feathers, which are prized 
by fl y fi shermen and fl y tiers. He showed me some of his 
creations and I better understood his hesitation, so it was 
indeed kind of him to share a few with me. 

The ring-necked pheasant is a Mongolian native that 
was successfully introduced in the United States in 1857. 
Since that time it has naturalized in many habitats from 
Maine to California and is a popular game bird in the 
grasslands of eastern Colorado. I occasionally see them 
along roads in Greenland Ranch, but I don’t think they 
have naturalized on the Divide. It is more likely that these 
birds are farm raised and have escaped from one of the 
local ranchettes.

It is a chicken-like bird with a short, yellow beak and 
rounded wings. It is often found in plowed fi elds where it 
forages on bits of grain left after cultivation. In addition to 
seeds, it feeds on grasshoppers, beetles, and other insects, 
which is helpful in controlling insects harmful to crops. 
The gnarly grasses along fence rows and ditches provide 
a food source and habitat for cover. 

Like chickens, the showy male pheasant is referred to 
as a cock or a rooster, and it is a showstopper. Its head and 
neck are a combination of iridescent blues, greens, and 
purples, separated by a white ring around its neck, thus 
the name “ring-necked pheasant.” Much could be said 
about the bright brown and orange hues and the interest-
ing patterns on its wings, but to me, it is its long 20-inch 
tail that captures my attention. The female is referred to 
as a hen, and while she is beautiful in a subtle way, her 
coloring is bland. Pheasants weigh between two and three 
pounds.

Early each spring, with its ear tuffs raised, the male 
begins to strut and fl ap its wings, posturing to establish 
its “crowing territory.” The bare skin around its eyes be-
come engorged and turns bright red. Cocks fi ght for the 
privilege to mate with hens that could be one or a harem 
of as many as four. The dominate cock will have fought 
off rival roosters before mating begins.

Hens establish nests within the roosters’ crowing 
territory and occasionally share the same nest. Nests are 
shallow depressions in the dirt lined with soft grasses that 
are well hidden under grassy vegetation. The hen lays an 
average of 10 olive-green eggs. When hens share a nest, 
there may be as many as 40 eggs. Eggs are incubated for 
about 25 days before the chicks hatch. 

The rooster occasionally will sit on the eggs, but 
his main job is to guard the territory. The hen will draw 
predators away from the nest by crying and pretending 
to be hurt. This behavior is known as the “cripple bird” 
technique. I have been fortunate to observe this on a few 
occasions and must say that it is fascinating to watch. 

When pheasant chicks hatch they are “precocial,” 
which means they are able to walk away from the nest to 
feed themselves. The chicks all hatch within a few hours, 
and the hen must keep the hatchlings from wandering too 
far from the nest while she continues to sit on unhatched 
eggs. 

Like chickens, pheasant chicks follow the hen and 
peck and scratch the ground for food. Within a few weeks, 
the chicks will have grown to the size of the adult. 

The lifespan of a pheasant is relatively short. Captive 
birds that live alone have been reported to live for fi ve 
years. However, it is rare that an adult male will live more 
than a year and a female beyond two seasons. When the 
weather turns cold, many pheasants that hatched during 
the summer will already have died due to predation or 
scarcity of food. Most popular hunting reserves rely on 
stocking pheasants for fall hunters. 

I usually advocate protecting birds and their habitat, 
but I am not opposed to hunting game birds. Most hunt-
ers respect wildlife and contribute millions of dollars 
every year to preserve wetlands and nature preserves that 
also benefi t other bird species. If you are in the mood to 
try pheasant this holiday season, they can be purchased 
online.

Elizabeth Hacker is a writer and artist. Prints of the 
birds she writes about are available on her website with 
proceeds benefi ting habitat preservation. E-mail her at 
elizabethhacker@ocn.me or call her at 719-510-5918 to 

share your bird stories.

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Common ring-necked pheasant

Above: Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of  a Ring-
necked Pheasant. A color version is posted at 

www.ocn.me/v10n11bird.htm.

GOT VALUE? WE DO!
Unique, artisan quality, handcrafted gifts  

at the VERY BEST PRICES -
Including alpaca scarves and yarn  

Crafted by Suzzanne Marie on the premises  
Now you can afford the very best! 
WESTERN BEE COMPANY.COM

16625 Roller Coaster Rd., just north of Baptist 
(719) 930-1954 

1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25  
off Highway 105 & Knollwood. 

(719) 487-8660

Spice It Up!
Are you ready to update your look? 

I specialize in the latest razored, 
texturized cuts and color trends 

Arlene Nelson

Greenbranch Garden Services
(719) 487-0652 

First-Aid for Your Garden 
Design, Planting, Maintenance 

Scrub-Oak Management, Weed-Control
Tilling and Soil Preparation 

Storm and Hail Damage Removal 

243 Washington St.  
Historic Downtown Monument 

www.highcountryHG.com � 481-3477 

WINE & BEER MAKING SUPPLIES
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15710 Holbein Dr., Gleneagle. 5 bd, 4 ba. $339,500.=

19145 Royal Troon Dr., King�s Deer. 2.52-acres $190,000. 

35 E. Stirrup Tr., Arrowwood. 5 bd, 3 ba. $450,000. 
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15250 Sun Hills Dr., Pleasant View. 4 bd, 4 ba. $285,000. 
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19825 Chisholm Tr. 6 bd, 4 ba. $530,000. 
Weddings with 

Grace 
Officiating Simple and 

Sacred Ceremonies 
Since 1975 

303.660.9306 
719.440.8177
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By Janet Sellers
Plato said, back in 400 B.C., that a healthy body promotes 
a healthy brain and a healthy brain, a healthy body. In the 
words of the National Endowment for the Arts Chairper-
son Rocco Landesman, “Arts change the ethos of a com-
munity. They enliven it; they activate the public life.” On 
his tours of U.S. art scenes this year, this was his main 
message to Americans. His message, whether talking to 
artists or businessmen or donors, is that “art jobs are real 
jobs that are part of the real economy.”

This month marks the absolute height of the visual 
art buying season. Whether it is because it is the fourth 
quarter and earnings allow the purchases, or because 
people have gifts and getting stuff in mind, the most art 
sales occur from now to the end of the year. 

We need our art, and although I have often touted 
the benefits of arts enrichment from the arts industries’ 
and social studies’ data on the public art point of view 
to the personal collector and citizen—as well as off the 
top of my head—I’ve found some nice, juicy neurological 
studies to help all the engineers and science buffs get a 
grip on the arts enrichment benefits in their own left brain 
language.

Research suggests that a non-stimulating environ-
ment stunts our cognitive functions; not getting enough 
creative stimulation impairs our mental capacities. Ac-
cording to numerous studies by pre-eminant brain author-
ity Dr. Marian Diamond, “... Environmental enrichment 
concerns how the brain is affected by the stimulation of 
its information processing provided by its surroundings 
(including the opportunity to interact socially). Brains in 
richer, more stimulating environments, have increased 
numbers of synapses, and the dendrite arbors upon which 
they reside are more complex.” 

What is truly good news is that, although the envi-
ronments of enrichment had a huge influence on babies 
in a study, enrichment works wonders on the adult brain 
system. Enriched minds remained in better shape when 
subjected to periods of under-stimulation, and bounce 
back faster and more readily than the deprived groups.

The simplest, easiest method is arts enrichment. It 
stimulates our imagination, and that in turn creates more 
mental activity in terms of responsiveness as well as gen-
erating willingness to interact and to stay alert and en-
gaged. Even when subjects in studies had lost the ability 
to see well enough to read, those who had someone read 
to them, or continued novelty exploration and assimila-
tion with the senses and faculties that were working better 
(smell, hearing, touch) continued to remain healthy into 
their late 80s and 90s. 

Many forms of visual art are also very tactile, such 
as sculpture, mixed media, fiber arts, and mobiles, and 
“new art” that involves sound, smell, and touch, as well 
as vision. Using all our senses healthfully and creatively 
to consider the why and wherefore of the imaginative arts 
keeps us whole.

Although I have long heard the virtues of music for 
these things, studies that have continued since as early as 
1901 showed the visual association cortex was the first 
to be responsive to enrichment, with other sensory input 
facilitating learning to a lesser degree. 

So what does this all mean to us on a daily basis? A 
simple solution is to get out and walk around our local arts 
venues and get into the habit of involving ourselves with 
these artful, enriching experiences. For most of us, arts 
enrichment is the most efficient way to keep our minds 
in good shape. It involves the visual and the imaginative 
mindset that takes in the information and then assimilates 
it into a meaningful whole. 

An art walk every week indoors or outdoors is avail-
able here in our local art scene. An artful vision of our 
beautiful area will grow as well, and in time that vision 
might lead to improved health. That, and drinking plenty 
of water and a good diet might keep you going well into 
your 90s, too.

Art where you live and work also has a huge impact 
on your state of mind and mindful health.

Here are a number of art enrichment opportunities 
for your enjoyment, health, and just plain fun right here 
in our town, and happily, all in one place—the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts (TLCA) at 304 Highway 105 in Palmer 
Lake:
Tri Lakes Center for the Arts Member’s Show: Nov. 

6—reception 5 to 8 p.m. Artists will be present to 
meet with the public and everyone is welcome. Show 
dates are Nov. 2-26.

Holiday Extravaganza: The event is on Nov. 12 and 13 
and advertised as a two-day fine arts sale at TLCA. 

From the Earth: Fine Arts Crafts in Wood and Clay: 
TLCA announces a Call for Entries to artists to 
participate in a juried wood and clay exhibition. 
Artists are invited to submit their fine art in wood 
and/or clay for consideration. Applications due Nov. 
12; show dates are Dec. 1-28.

Visions of Light (VOL): Call for entries for February 
2011, the juried photographic exhibition focuses 

on the photographer’s use of light and is open 
to all photographers, amateur and professional, 
working in all mediums, styles, and schools of 
thought. Photographer John Fielder will serve 
as judge of the exhibition. Fielder has published 
more than 38 photography books in 20 years. Visit 
www.trilakesarts.org for details.

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter and sculp-
tor who works in paint, metal, and concrete. Sellers 
lives in Woodmoor, Colorado. She can be reached at 

janetsellers@ocn.me.

TREE MAN 
Tree Service & Fire Prevention

We are a local 
professional tree 
service offering 
quality work at 

affordable prices. 

� We do all types of 
tree work any time 
of year: Removal, 
thinning, trimming, 
chipping. 

� Low winter rates 

� Firewood Available

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Art Matters

Who’s minding your brain?

Art Holiday Gifts

Thu. & Fri. noon - 4 pm, Sat. 11 am - 4 pm 
174B Washington St., Monument 

(719) 488-8793

A properly maintained vehicle 
can save FUEL and $$$!

Call for an appointment today

488-6729

Quality IMPORT Service
707 County Line Road, Palmer Lake

$3 OFF Oil Change
$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 10/31/10

The Monument Hill 
Farmers Market  

is moving indoors...  
At Grace Best

Elementary School
66 Jefferson Street  

in Historic Downtown Monument.
Enter from Adams Street

� All your favorite vendors � 
Sheets, crafts, dog treats, jewelry,  

home décor, food & much more! 

Sat., Nov. 13, 9 am - 2 pm
and Sat., Dec. 11, 9 am - 2 pm

Watch for additional market dates during the Winter & Spring.

For information, call 592-9420.

Do your holiday shipping 
early and get 15% OFF!

Good thru 12/3/10 on shipping.  
With coupon. Excludes USPS.

PAKMAIL, packing & shipping industry 
leader for 26 years! 

(719) 481-6700 
FAX (719) 481-9239 

1042 W. Baptist Rd.  
Next to King Soopers 

Mon.-Fri. 9-5:30, Sat. 9-3 

Award-winning  
customer service 

among all PAKMAIL 
stores Worldwide! 
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By Bernard L. Minetti
The Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment held a fire safety open house on 
Oct. 2. Assistant Fire Chief Greg Lok-
ken explained that the volunteers are on 
a three-minute response time and that 
they usually meet that limit. There are 24 
volunteers available to respond to fire and 
emergency medical situations. A volun-
teer is at the station 24 hours a day.

Lokken further explained that the 
fire equipment is relatively new. The 
engine pumper and the brush truck are 
the two primary fire vehicles owned by 
Palmer Lake. The pumper, called “2015,” 

has a capacity of 1,000 gallons of water 
with a stream velocity of 1,250 gallons 
per minute. Lokken explained that the 
pumper was acquired in 2002 and the 
brush truck in 2004. The brush truck is 
utilized for local grass or brush fires.

During the open house, the vehicles 
were on display along with information 
on various exigent fire situations. Bro-
chures and information are always avail-
able at the station on the subject of smoke 
detectors, chimney fires, structure escape 
methodology, etc. 

Bernard Minetti can be reached at 
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Fire Department holds open house, Oct. 2

Above: The October Craft Fair held at the Palmer Lake Town Hall is sponsored 
by the Palmer Lake Art Group to help raise funds for the D-38 art scholarship 
program. Students interested in competing for a scholarship should contact the 
group at the Vaille Hill Gallery at 118 Hillside Road in Palmer Lake. 

Above: Palmer Lake Art Group member Iola Pasquale, left, with group President 
Margarete Seagraves at the October Crafts Fair. 

Photos by Bernard Minetti.

Above: Sept. 10, Bear Creek Elementary School students and staff gather at their new playground to say thank you to the community.
Photo provided by Karen Gingrich.

Bear Creek Elementary School playground completed

Art group holds fundraiser to support scholarships, Oct. 2

By Bernard L. Minetti
On Oct. 2, the Palmer Lake Art Group 
held its annual Christmas Craft Fair at 
the Palmer Lake Town Hall. Group Presi-
dent Margarete Seagraves explained that 
this fundraiser supports scholarships for 
School District 38 art students who wish 

to pursue an arts-related career. She ex-
plained that students interested in an art 
career will submit samples of their work, 
which are then selected for talent, subject 
matter, and other subjective selection 
criteria. 

Students interested in pursuing an 

art scholarship should contact the Group 
at the Vaille Hill Gallery, 118 Hillside 
Road in Palmer Lake. They may also be 
contacted through their website at www.p
almerlakeartgroup.com.

The art group sponsors three fine 
art shows each year. The spring show is 

set up to announce and display the works 
of the selected art scholarship students. 
Meetings are held on the second Saturday 
of every month at 9:30 a.m. in the Vaille 
Hill Gallery in Palmer Lake. 

Bernard Minetti can be reached at 
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Snapshots of Our Community 

Left: A Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Team in front of pumper vehicle 2015. From 
left, back row, are Will Vogel, Fire Capt. Abby Vierling, Fire Chief Shana Ball, As-
sistant Chief Greg Lokken, and Richard Wolfe. From left, front row, are Fire Lt. 
Jeremiah Carpenter, Rachel Kelly, and James Harris. Photo by Bernard Minetti
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By Frank Maiolo
On Oct. 6, Palmer Lake Elementary and 
Lewis-Palmer Middle School celebrated 
International Walk to School Day. More 
than 100 children and parents came to-
gether at The Village Green in Palmer 
Lake at 8 a.m. to promote the benefits of 
safely walking and biking to school. 

The crowd was led from The Village 
Green to Palmer Lake Elementary by stu-
dents dressed as their favorite storybook 
characters, which included Snow White, 
Little Red Riding Hood, Humpty Dumpty 
and Raggedy Ann and Andy. 

Julie Jadomski, principal, stated 
they had a good turnout and the students 

were enjoying the event. Upon arriving 
at Palmer Lake Elementary the students 
were provided snacks in the cafeteria and 
were given a safety overview from Palmer 
Lake Police Chief Keith Moreland and 
Jadomski.

International Walk to School USA 
was created to promote safe routes to 

school, engage kids of all abilities, en-
hance the health of kids, and to improve 
the environment.

Frank Maiolo can be reached at 
frankmaiolo@ocn.me.

Left: On Oct. 9, The Rocky Mountain 
Music Alliance (RMMA) held the first 
concert of its 2010-2011 season. 
Pictured are pianist Michael Baron 
and members of the Colorado Springs 
Woodwind Quartet as they present 
works by Mozart and Beethoven. 

The next concert in the free series will 
be held Dec. 4, 7 p.m. See the ad on 
page 6 for details.

Photo by Peter Wise

Left: Firefighter David Farr discusses 
fire prevention with students at 
Palmer Lake Elementary School 
Oct. 13.

Right: Firefighter Tyler Brown gets 
assistance demonstrating firefighting 
techniques.

Photos by Fire Capt. Abby Vierling.

By David Futey
During October, sculptures of various shapes and 
sizes and created from a variety of media filled the 
Tri-Lakes Center for Arts (TLCA) for the Sundance 
Mountain Sculpture Exhibition. Juried by Lloyd 
Anderson and co-chaired by Ronny Walker and 
Jane Rankin, the exhibition offered works of na-
tionally known and local artists who used wood, 
terra cotta, ceramic, stone, bronze, and other ma-
terials. 

Exemplifying the variety of media in the 
show, Anderson, Walker, and Rankin, left to right, 
are shown at left with Kathleen Sherman’s “Four 
Cardinal Points,” made of gourds, wood, and metal. 
Denver resident James Dixon’s sculpture “Sketch” 
received Best of Show. Information on upcoming 
events at the TLCA is at www.trilakesarts.org. 

David Futey can be reached at dfutey@ocn.me.

Left: Storybook characters come to life. Center: Palmer Lake Elementary School Principal Julie Jadomski and parent April Wolf and sons. Right: Walking to school.

Photos by Frank Maiolo.

Palmer Lake takes part in Walk to School Day, Oct. 6

Variety highlights sculpture show, Oct. 9

RMMA Concert, Oct. 9

PLVFD participates in fire prevention week, Oct. 13
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Left: The Lewis-Palmer High School 
cafeteria accommodated diners and a silent 
auction. Center: Tom Nelson (L), president 
of Monument Hill Kiwanis, and Bonnie Biggs 
(R), coordinator of the Empty Bowl event, 
present Bonnie Irish, Lewis-Palmer School 
District catering manager, and Carolyn 
Harvey, a custodian with the Lewis-Palmer 
School District, a plaque commemorating the 
volunteer work performed by their respective 
areas. Right: The Palmer Ridge High School 
pottery class was one of many art groups that 
contributed bowls to the event. Photos by 
David Futey. See also the photos on page 1.

Above: The Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department held a Kids Carnival on Oct. 31 to celebrate Halloween. Activities included (L to R) face painting, 
can knock down, spider web toss, and building scare crows. Photos provided by PLVFD Fire Capt. Abby Vierling.

Empty Bowl, Oct. 13

Left: Beth Christman promoted the YMCA’s Oct. 30 Creepy Crawl event. Right: Therese Gregoire of Penrose-St. Francis offered treats to those who had 
fasted before a blood draw on the morning of the fair. Photos by Harriet Halbig

By Harriet Halbig
The 9Health Tri-Lakes Health Fair was 
held at Palmer Ridge High School on 
the morning of Oct. 23. The fair was 
sponsored by 9Health, Tri-Lakes Health 
Advocacy Partnership, and the Tri-Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Among the financial supporters are 
Intermountain Rural Electric Associa-

tion, Penrose-St. Francis Health Services, 
Premier Urgent Care, Synthes Corp., and 
Shafer CPAs.

Services offered included blood 
chemistry screening, blood count screen-
ing, flu shots, skin cancer screening, and a 
number of other services, all at affordable 
costs.

Dave Van Ness, executive director of 

the Chamber of Commerce, said that 250 
individuals took advantage of the blood 
chemistry screening and an additional 100 
people registered for other medical tests or 
shots. More than 30 additional vendors of-
fered information on their services. 

Van Ness estimated that over 500 
people attended the fair, confirming that 
it provides a valuable service to the com-

munity. Last year’s attendance was about 
a third of the 2010 total.

The health fair is in its ninth year. 
This was the second event held in col-
laboration with 9Health and the first at 
this location. Previous fairs were held at 
the YMCA and other locations. 

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Hundreds attend 9Health Tri-Lakes Health Fair, Oct. 23

PLVFD holds Kids Carnival, Oct. 31
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October and November library events

Library celebrates All Pikes Peak Reads, Halloween

By Harriet Halbig
Pikes Peak Library District’s 
2010 All Pikes Peak Reads pro-
gram was successfully received 
in the Tri-Lakes community. 
Many of the related programs 
in the Monument Library, such 
as Snow Bubble and a visit from 
Nikola Tesla, were attended by 
enthusiastic audiences. Teens 
enjoyed a party and an invention 
program challenging them to 
build a better frog trap. 

The titles in the program 
were in broad circulation and the 
subject of many discussions. Pa-
trons enjoyed reading about the 
theme of innovation in its many 
guises and hearing lectures by 
authors Erik Larson and Ken-
neth Libbrecht.

The Tri-Lakes Friends of 
the Library hosted a reception 
to celebrate National Friends of 
the Library Week, offering treats 
and information about their 
organization. Their support is 
invaluable to the library.

In the final days of October, 
Not So Scary Stories and Stories 
in the Dark, both library tradi-
tions, brought chills to children 
of all ages.

The Monumental Readers 
will discuss “Big Stone Gap” by 
Adriana Trigiani on Friday, Nov. 
12, at 10 a.m. No registration is 
required and new members are 
welcome.

On Saturday, Nov.13, at 1:
30 p.m. there will be a family 
program called Draw an Autumn 
Scene with Monart. Monart 
School of Art is a nationally rec-
ognized art program that teaches 
realistic drawing skills to stu-
dents of all ages. Join us to learn 
about artist Laurel Birch and her 

“Bali Cats.” We will draw and 
color our cat sitting in a pump-
kin, corn, and vegetable patch 
for a vibrant autumn picture.

Kids ages 9 to 15 are 
invited to read any and all of 
the Harry Potter books by J.K. 
Rowling and discuss them and 
the upcoming movie at Read it 
Before You See It on Friday, 
Nov. 19, from 4 to 5:15 pm. 
There will be a trivia game, 
crafts, snacks, and a chance 
to win a pass to see the movie, 
opening that day. 

The AARP Mature Safe 
Driving Course will be offered 
on Saturday, Nov. 20, from 9:
30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. This 
is the nation’s first and larg-
est classroom driver refresher 
course specially designed for 
motorists ages 50 and older. 
Graduates may present their 
course completion certificate 
to their insurance agents for a 
discount on premiums. Class 
size is limited and registration 
is required. The cost is $12 for 
AARP members and $14 for 
nonmembers. A minimum of 
10 students is required for the 
class to be held. Please call 488-
2370 or register online.

For information about 
weekly discussion groups, story 
times and other programs, please 
call the library or pick up a copy 
of our newsletter, Library Out 
Loud.

Please note that the library 
will close at 6 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Nov. 24, be closed all day on 
Thanksgiving, and reopen regu-
lar hours on Friday, Nov. 26.

The art on the wall in No-
vember will be Capturing the 
World as I See It by local photog-
rapher Ruth Ann Nelson. In the 
display case will be Flow Blue 
Pottery, a collection of stone 
china decorated with Oriental 
patterns.

Palmer Lake Library 
programs

Palmer Lake’s Paws to Read 
dogs are waiting to hear from 
you. On Saturday, Nov. 6, from 
11 a.m. to noon, read with Jax, 
our Newfoundland dog friend. 
Read with Misty the sweet and 
tiny sheltie on Nov. 18 from 4:
30-5:30 p.m. Read a story and 
select a prize.

Join golden retriever Kirby 
for a party to celebrate the Paws 
to Read Dogs on Saturday, Nov 
20, at 11 a.m. There will be dog-

gie games and activities, doggie 
crafts, and refreshments (for 
humans).

The Palmer Lake Book 
Group will meet at 9 a.m. on 
Friday, Dec. 3, to discuss “Shep-
herds Abiding” by Jan Karon. 
New members are welcome and 
registration is not required.

The Palmer Lake Library 
will be closed on Thursday, Nov 
25.

Happy Thanksgiving to all, 
and we hope to see you at the 
library!
Harriet Halbig can be reached 

at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Above: Members of the Tri-
Lakes Friends of the Library, 
(L to R) Jonnie Mola, Faye 
Fuentes, Tri-Lakes Friends 
of the Library President 
Angela Strecker, and Clare 
Wissinger, held a reception 
and membership drive in mid-
October. Below: Braeden 
Mukpik, Jacob Skaggs and 
Chris McGann improvised a 
better frog trap for a library 
program on innovation. Photos 
by Harriet Halbig.
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� On-site PC Support 
� Software Installation 
� E-mail & Web 

Hosting 

� Virus & Spyware 
Removal 

� Backup & Restore 
� Printer/Fax/Scanner 

Setup 

Wed. & Thurs., November 17 & 18, 10 am - 5:30 pm 

   4 x 4   preferred       2.5 BC   alternate 

Attention All Shoppers! 
Join the South Eastern Colorado 

Alpaca Breeders for the 5th annual

�Alpaca Holiday 
Extravaganza�

at the Black Forest Community Club
9 am - 5 pm on 20 November 2010 & 
10 am - 4 pm on 21 November 2010 

Experience the luxurious feel of alpaca 
from fiber to fashion.  Fleece, roving, 
batting and yarn will be available for hand-
spinners and artisans/crafters as well as 
garments and apparel just in time for 
holiday shoppers.  Alpacas will be present 
so you can enjoy their gentle, unique 
nature.

Black Forest Community Club is located at 12530 
Black Forest Rd., Black Forest, CO 80908. 
For the latest info call 719-481-4946

QuickTime� and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Attention All Shoppers! 
Join the South Eastern Colorado Alpaca Breeders

for the 5th annual

�Alpaca Holiday 
Extravaganza�

at the Black Forest Community Club
9 am - 5 pm on 20 November 2010

10 am - 4 pm on 21 November 2010

Experience the luxurious feel of alpaca from fiber to 
fashion.  Fleece, roving, batting and yarn will be 
available for hand-spinners and artisans/crafters as 
well as garments and apparel just in time for holiday 
shoppers.  Alpacas will be present so you can enjoy 
their gentle, unique nature. 

Black Forest Community Club is located at 12530 Black Forest Rd., 
Black Forest, CO 80908.  For the latest info call 719-481-4946

QuickTime� and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Summer Musical Camp 
June 6- 11

&
Children�s Choir Camp 

June 13-18 
Auditions 

Tuesday, November 16 
Wednesday, November 17 

Tuesday, December 7 
7 to 8 p.m. or by appointment 

216 Jefferson St., Monument 
Northland Community Church 

Plans are underway for these two  
weekday camps for children in Summer 2011 

(719) 235-1646
sarahgrohcorrea@gmail.com

Sarah Groh Correa 
Direc to r 
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By Bernard L. Minetti
The Oct. 21 meeting of the Palmer Lake Historical So-
ciety was highlighted by a presentation from Pikes Peak 
Community College American history Professor Kathy 
Sturdevant. She narrated a presentation about “Bloomer 
Girl” Julia Archibald Holmes, an avid women’s rights 
activist and abolitionist in her time. Holmes is believed to 
be the first white woman to climb Pikes Peak.

“Bloomers” were symbolic of the struggle for recog-
nition that all women had then in their attempt to obtain 
suffrage. The term “bloomers” originated with Amelia 
Bloomer, who advocated that women wear a pair of loose 
trousers under a short (just below the knee) skirt to sym-
bolize their struggle for the vote. Holmes added a pair of 
moccasins and a hat and called her outfit an “American 
Costume.” She ascended Pikes Peak dressed in this man-
ner.

Sturdevant said Holmes was born in Nova Scotia and 
emigrated to Lowell, Mass., where she became a “textile 
mill girl.” Later, after passage of the Kansas-Nebraska 

Act, she and her family moved to Lawrence, Kan. Stur-
devant noted that the act created the territories of Kansas 
and Nebraska, and let settlers in those territories deter-
mine if they would allow slavery within their boundaries. 
Although the initial purpose of the Kansas-Nebraska Act 
was to create opportunities for a Mideastern Transcon-
tinental Railroad, its greatest power was to establish a 
voting procedure that could eventually lead to the abol-
ishment of slavery in the two territories. 

Sturdevant said the act established that settlers could 
vote to decide whether to allow slavery in the name of 
popular sovereignty (rule of the people). As a result, op-
ponents denounced the law as a concession to the slave 
power of the South. The Holmes family members were 
ardent abolitionists and participated in the cause.

Sturdevant stated that following Holmes’ work in 
Kansas, she and her new husband, James, became in-
volved in the gold rush of 1859 and migrated to Colorado, 
which at that time was known as western Kansas. Hol-

mes and her husband were among the first to explore the 
Front Range and, on June 28, 1858, they viewed the splen-
dor of Pikes Peak for the first time. She was determined 
to make the ascent, which she eventually did on Aug. 5, 
1858, dressed in her “American Costume.” She automati-
cally became a part of the “fourteeners” group, which is 
made up of climbers who have ascended above the 14,000 
foot level on any mountain.

Sturdevant said that shortly thereafter, Holmes and 
her group made their way to New Mexico. Julia, who was 
fluent in Spanish, became a correspondent for the New 
York Tribune. Having given birth to four youngsters, only 
two of which survived, Holmes moved to Washington, 
D.C. Holmes died in January 1887. 

Upcoming events
Join the society on Nov. 18 for “Go West, Young Woman.” 
The presenter will be Bridget Hollingsworth. This event 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. at the Palmer Lake Town Hall. 

Bernard Minetti can be reached at 
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Oct. 21

“Bloomer Girl” first white woman to climb Pikes Peak

Above: Pikes Peak Community College American 
history Professor Kathy Sturdevant presented a 
brief biography of Julia Archibald Holmes, the first 
recorded white woman to ascend Pikes Peak. 
Photos by Bernard Minetti.

For advertising information, call John Heiser at 488-3455 or visit www.ocn.me

• OCN is mailed free to every resident in the Tri-
Lakes area. We mail 15,000+ copies every month. 
OCN reportedly has the fourth-largest circulation 
of local newspapers in El Paso County after The 
Gazette, the Colorado Springs Independent, and 
the Woodman Edition. We put copies of OCN into 
the hands of those people most likely to buy your 
products or services: local residents. 

• OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area 
news. For the past 9 years, OCN has been presenting 
unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes area 
governmental entities and their deliberations and 
actions. Credibility is key during tough times. 
Advertising in a credible medium typically rubs 
off on the advertisers in that media.

• OCN only takes ads from Tri-Lakes area 
businesses. In OCN, your ad won’t be competing 
for attention with ads from Colorado Springs 
and Castle Rock. This policy was adopted at the 
founding of OCN in 2001 as a way to help local 
businesses like yours succeed.

• OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication 
schedule help stretch your ad budget. OCN has 
the lowest ad cost per printed copy of any local 
publication. Since OCN is a monthly publication, 
your ad is out there for a month—more than four 
times longer than other local papers. Many of our 
advertisers tell us they’re still getting calls in the 
third and fourth week of the month.

• OCN does not use contracts: You aren’t tied down. 
Adjust your advertising month-to-month to meet 
your changing needs. Our advertisers advertise 
with us because they see benefit in it, not because 
they’re bound by a contract they signed months 
before. To reward frequent advertisers, OCN has 
a Frequent Advertiser Bonus program. You earn 
up to 10% of your ad cost as a bonus you can use 
to reduce the cost of future OCN advertising. The 
more you advertise with OCN, the more you save.

• You are supporting a good thing: Your 
advertising dollars support a unique all-volunteer, 
Tri-Lakes-area-focused, nonprofit effort to present 
factual, comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area 
residents.

And the best reason of 
all: It works!

• Lois Wilde, L&L Field Mowing - “The boys were 
amazed at how quickly they received calls last year 
after their ad went into the May issue. The jobs they 
got from the OCN kept them busy all summer.” 

• Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school 
- “This is the best advertising money I’ve spent! 
OCN is the best paper in town and readers look 
forward to every issue. I have seen a big response 
to my new ad in this paper. I do not need to 
advertise anywhere else as my other advertising is 
word of mouth! Thank you OCN for your hard work 
to make this paper stand out from the rest in our 
community!” 

• Kerri Bohler, B&E Filling Station Restaurant 
- “Thanks for all you have done for us. Our ad with 
OCN was the best thing we ever did for advertising. 
It outshines all the rest.” 

• Karissa Rytting, Tadpole Preschool - “Thanks to 
my ad in OCN, my preschool is now full for next fall!” 

• Scott Sanders, Sanders Consulting - “I’ve tried 
advertising with other papers that cost three times 
as much and never get nearly the response I do from 
my OCN ad. Even my long-standing customers tell 
me ‘We saw your ad in OCN!’” 

• Yukie Stauffer, Vitae Salon - “We had great 
response from our ad. I really appreciate it. It 
is amazing to see how many people came to us 
with our ad from OCN and many of our clients 
mentioned about our ad.” 

• Sarah Groh, Voice and Piano Lessons - “Your 
paper has been the best press I have ever had.” 

• Annie Matchett, House for Sale - “Thanks to the 
ad I ran in OCN, I sold my house in Woodmoor in 
one month. It worked great!”

• Kathie Kaufer, Help Wanted for Family Reunion 
- “The ad yielded excellent results. Thanks!”

• Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons - “Ads in OCN 
work great for me. I tried other local papers and 
got no response. Thanks to my ads in OCN, I can 
work from home and make a decent living. All my 
work comes from my ads in OCN.”

Why advertise now?
In tough economic times, businesses that continue 
or expand their advertising take market share from 
those that reduce or stop advertising. Businesses that 
gain market share during downturns tend to keep that 
increased market share when economic conditions 
improve. Each percentage point of market share gained 
during a recession is worth that much more as the 
economy improves. 

A McGraw-Hill study following the 1981-1982 

recession found that from 1980 to 1985, companies 
that maintained or increased their advertising typically 
grew their sales 14 times more than companies that cut 
back on advertising.

At least six studies conducted during recessionary 
periods from 1960 to 1990 found the same correlation.

Smart business owners are not cutting back on their 
advertising, but they are being careful about where they 
invest their advertising dollars.

Why advertise in OCN?

Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 15,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at
(719) 488-3455 or johnheiser@ocn.me. 
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 
Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Nov. 16

Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership will sponsor a 
community blood drive Nov. 16, 3-7 p.m., at Tri-Lakes 
Cares, 235 Jefferson St., Monument. No appointment is 
needed; just walk in. Donated blood goes to local Pen-
rose-St. Francis Hospitals. For more information, call 
nurse Jackie Sward, 481-4864 x23.

Volunteers needed for Transit and 
Rail Division Committee

The Colorado Department of Transportation is looking 
for a few good people to help direct its new Division of 
Transit and Rail. The Transit and Rail Advisory Commit-
tee will make recommendations to the division director 
and provide input to the Colorado Transportation Com-
mission regarding the division’s focus. The committee 
will consist of 11-15 members and be geographically and 
stakeholder balanced, with at least one representative 
from the following interest groups: urban transit, rural 
transit, passenger rail, freight rail (Class 1 and short-
lines), municipalities, counties, and the STAC, including 
representation of metropolitan planning organizations. 
Members will serve for two to three years, receive no 
compensation, and meet at least six times a year. 

Applications are available at www.coloradodot.info/
a b o u t / c o m m i t t e e s / t r a c / d o c u m e n t s / Tr a n s i t -
RailCommitteeApp.pdf. Individuals are discouraged 
from providing work histories, resumes, or letters of rec-
ommendation. Applications are due by Nov. 19.

Volunteer needed for Juvenile 
Community Review Board

The El Paso County Board of Commissioners is seeking 
a community-minded citizen volunteer to serve as a com-
munity-at-large representative on the Juvenile Communi-
ty Review Board. Applications for the position are due by 
Nov. 29. The board reviews the case files of juveniles and 
makes a decision regarding residential community place-
ment. It consists of 11 members; nine are nominated for 
indefinite terms and two community-at-large members 
are appointed for three-year terms. The volunteer applica-
tion is located at www.elpasoco.com and can be accessed 
by clicking on the “Volunteer Boards” link. 

Historic Monument 
Small Town Christmas, Dec. 4

This day full of holiday activities includes a visit from 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, holiday crafts for the kids, reindeer, 
miniature donkeys, carolers, hayrides, hand-painted holi-
day banners, a Christmas tree lighting, merchant special 
events and refreshments throughout Historic Downtown 
Monument, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Pick up a location and event 
flier from a participating merchant or call Vicki Mynhier, 
884-8016, for more information.

Help on the way for heating bills
The Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP) 
helps residents struggling to pay their home heating bills. 
LEAP benefits provide assistance to help families with 
their heating bills but are not intended to pay the entire 
bill. Last winter, 15,999 households in El Paso County 
received help from the LEAP program. The eligibility 
period for LEAP runs from Nov. 1 through April 30. 
Applications are accepted each year during the eligibility 
period. Application packets will automatically be mailed 
to residents who received LEAP assistance last year at the 
address where they were living at that time. For more in-
formation about LEAP benefits, call 1-866 HEAT-HELP 
(1-866-432-8435).

Sheriff’s Office announces YouTube channel
The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office now uses its own 
YouTube channel to share information on recent events 
and provide information on numerous office resources. 
The YouTube channel can be accessed from the front page 
of the Sheriff’s Office website, http://shr.elpasoco.com, or 
directly at www.youtube.com/EPCSheriff. This YouTube 
channel will have a variety of informational videos 
posted. Currently available are the full press briefing 
conducted July 8 regarding the Monument death investi-
gation, information on the full-scale mass casualty exer-
cise “NOAA’s ARK,” and an informational piece on the 
Sheriff’s Citizen Patrol.

Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center 
has fun programs!

The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) Se-
nior Citizens Center is next to the Lewis-Palmer High 
School Stadium (across from the YMCA) and is open 1-4 
p.m., Mon.-Fri. and earlier for scheduled activities. The 
facility has a lounge, craft room, game room, and multi-
purpose room. Programs include pinochle, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, noon to 4 p.m.; Tai Chi for Health, Fridays, 
10:30 a.m.; National Mah-jongg, Fridays, 1-4 p.m.; line 
dancing, first and second Wednesdays, 1-2 p.m.; bridge, 
second and fourth Thursdays, 1-4 p.m.; tea time, third 
Tuesday, 1-3 p.m.; bingo, third Wednesday, 12:30-3 p.m.; 
crafts, third Thursdays, 1-3 p.m.; no-cash/no host poker, 
second and fourth Fridays, 1-4 p.m. Also available at the 
center are ping-pong, Wii video games, various puzzles 
and board games, refreshments, a lending library, com-
puters with Internet connections, and an information 
table. For more information about programs for seniors, 
visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org.

Tri-Lakes Cares Thrift Shop in Monument
Hangers—Your Thrift Shop is now open Wednesday-Sat-
urday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 341 Front St., Monument. Shop 
for gently used clothing, books, and household items. 
Proceeds from Hangers will be used to promote the ongo-
ing mission of Tri-Lakes Cares, a community-based non-
profit. For more information, call 488-2300 or visit the 
Tri-Lakes Cares Web site, www.trilakescares.org. 

Tri-Lakes HAP Thrift Store: new location
The new store is located at 790 Highway 105 D in Palmer 
Lake. Hours are Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Weekly specials, books, antiques, clothing, and 
more! The thrift store is a project of the Tri-Lakes Health 
Advocacy Partnership (HAP) to raise funds and resources 
for Tri-Lakes Senior Citizen Program activities, provide 
volunteer opportunities for Tri-Lakes residents, and of-
fer affordable merchandise to all Tri-Lakes residents. For 
more information, to donate items, or to volunteer, call 
488-3495.

Special Events and Notices

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Moss 
Sportswear and Embroidery

$5.00 OFF!
letter jacket purchase

with this coupon

We sell letter jackets for Lewis-
Palmer, Palmer Ridge, St. Mary�s,  

and Discovery Canyon high schools.

(719) 487-2986 
Tue.-Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-4, Sat. by appointment. 

677 Highway 105, Unit B  
between Monument and Palmer Lake.
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted. 

Monumental Styles & Co.
1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25 
off Highway 105 & Knollwood. 

(719) 487-8660

Are you struggling 
with your naturally 

curly hair?
It�s time to stop fighting it and 
embrace your natural texture!  

With the right care, cut, and 
styling techniques, you can 

learn to love your curls!  

Call today for an appointment!

Cathy 
Thompson 

Stylist 

Michele Even, RN, MSN 
(719) 550-4530 

www.turnbacktime.skincaretherapy.net

Turn Back Time Skin Restoration 
Services to reveal more youthful looking skin
High frequency technology for the rapid 

removal of minor skin irregularities.  
Brown spots, lumps, bumps bother you?
Call for details on our Autumn specials! 

Theapeutic Massage Therapy
Althea Smith, MS, RMT, RA - 251 Front St., Monument  

(719) 488-2250

Enjoy a relaxing massage. 
$10 OFF Swedish and 
Deep Tissue Massage! 
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use 
Committee Meeting, Tue., Nov. 9, 10 a.m., 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill 
Burks, 481-4053. 

• D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) 
Meeting, Tue., Nov. 9, 7 p.m., Bear Creek Elementary 
School, 1330 Creekside Dr., Monument. Normally 
meets 2nd Tue. each month, location varies. Info: 488-
4700, or visit lewispalmer.org.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Nov. 9, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• D-38 Special Education Advisory Committee, 
Wed., Nov. 10, 6:30 p.m., District Learning Center, 
146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 488-4700.

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Nov. 10, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & 
Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. 
(at Hwy 105). Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. 
Info: 884-8017. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Special Budget Meeting, Wed., Nov. 10, 7 p.m. 
Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. This additional 
meeting was scheduled for work on the 2011 budget. 
Info: 488-8680.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Nov. 10, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. 
Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Nov. 11, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Normally meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Info: 488-2525. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Nov. 
15, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police 
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 
105). Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. 
Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Nov. 16, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.

• Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting, 
Wed., Nov. 17, 8:30 a.m., New Monument Town Hall 
& Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. 
(at Hwy 105). Meets 3rd Wed. each month, location 
varies. Info: 598-0230 or www.pprwa.org. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Nov. 17, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Nov. 17, 7 p.m. Station 1, 15415 
Gleneagle Dr. Normally meets 4th Wed. each month. 
Info: 488-8680. 

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Nov. 17, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes 
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105. Normally meets 4th Wed. 
each month. Info: 266-3367.

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Nov. 17, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Normally meets 4th Wed. each 

month. Info: 488-2693 or visit www.woodmoor.org. 
• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 

Thu., Nov. 18, 6 p.m., District Administration 
Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 3rd 
Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Nov. 18, 7 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 2011 
Budget Meeting, Tue., Nov. 23, 7 p.m., Woodmoor 
Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2693 or visit 
www.woodmoor.org. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue., 
Nov. 23, 5 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police 
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 
105). Meets 4th Tue. each month. Info: 488-6868. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Tue., Nov. 30, 1:30 p.m. 15850 Holbein 
Dr., Colorado Springs. This meeting is to approve the 
2011 budget and rates. Info: 488-3603. 

• El Paso County Water Authority Board 
Meeting, Wed., Dec. 1, 9 a.m., Board of County 
Commissioners Hearing Room, 3rd Floor, El Paso 
County Administration Building, 27 East Vermijo, 
Colorado Springs. Monthly meetings are open to the 
public and carried over the internet by the El Paso 
County Information Technology Department. Meets 
1st Wed. each month. Info: www.epcwa.com or 598-
0230. 

• Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Dec. 2, 6 p.m. Monument Sanitation District 
boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-2110 or visit www.fvawd.com. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S

• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., 
and Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session 
particularly for preschoolers. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monuments Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10 
& 10:45 a.m. Stories and more for children age 3 
and older. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Storytime, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m., Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3:
30-4:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws 
to Read dog. No registration required. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 
10 & 10:30 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to 
24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytime, every 
Thu., 7:30 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies 
welcome. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Draw an Autumn Scene with 
Monart School of Art, Sat., Nov. 13, 1:30 p.m. 
Kids ages 4 and up learn realistic drawing skills by 
mastering basic shapes. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Read It Before You See It, 
Wed., Nov. 17, 4:15 p.m. Kids age 9-12 are invited 
to read any and all of the Harry Potter books by 
J.K. Rowling and discuss them and the upcoming 
movie. Crafts, snacks, and a chance to win a pass to 
see the show. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Thu., Nov. 
18, 11 a.m.-noon. Let your child practice reading to a 
Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Normally 
meets 3rd Thu. each month. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Palmer Lake Library: Party with the Paws To 
Read Dogs, Sat., Nov. 20, 10:30 a.m. Palmer Lake 
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Nov. 
27, 11 a.m.-noon. Let your child practice reading to 
a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587. 

• Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids Web 
at wwwppld.org features resources for school reports 
and homework, Tumblebooks–free online read-along 
books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-ups” link 
has information about local school districts, home-
schooling, and more.

Adult Programs
• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 

Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes 
Wednesday mornings for beginner computer users. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370, or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Talk English! every Mon., 
7-8:30 p.m. Practice informal social conversation 
in English with friendly and supportive people. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or 
ppld.org.

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to empowering 
individual growth through life-long learning and 
positive relationships. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or 
ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Knitting 
Group, every Thu., 10 am.-noon. Knit with other 
knitters. Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will be there 
to answer questions. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Nov. 15, 
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides 
discipline, inspiration, and structure during the process 
of writing one’s memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd 
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or ppld.org.

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Nov. 17, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome to 
this spirited group. This month’s selection is Big Stone 
Gap by Adriana Trigiani. Meets 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370, or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., Nov. 19, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to 
share ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442. 

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 

Our Community Calendar

Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free!
Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of infor-
mation for local seniors, including the daily menu of 
the senior lunches offered Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays in Monument. It also contains the schedule of 
the classes and events for the month at the Senior Citi-
zens Center. There are also articles and notices of events 
geared toward senior citizens. To subscribe to the free 
newsletter, send an e-mail with your name and mailing 
address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat 
can also be viewed online at www.TriLakesHAP.org.

Prescription discount program available
People using El Paso County’s prescription discount 

program card saved an average of 22 percent. There are 
no eligibility requirements and no strings attached to re-
ceive the discounts. You can pick up a free Prescription 
Discount Card at most county government locations or 
you can download your own personalized prescription 
discount card on the county website (bottom of the front 
page) at www.elpasoco.com. 

Any county resident without prescription coverage 
can use this program. Even if you have insurance for 
prescription medications, you may still benefit from the 
discount card, since it might save you money on prescrip-
tion medications your existing plan does not cover. For 
more information about the county prescription discount 
program, visit www.elpasoco.com or call 520-6337.

Check out energy savings at local libraries 
Mountain View Electric Association (MVEA) recently 
started a program allowing consumers to check out 
“Kill-A-Watt” meters, plug-in energy meters, from local 
libraries and Book Mobiles in MVEA’s service territory. 
Kill-A-Watt meters can help consumers assess how effi-
cient appliances really are. This program provides a free 
way to identify the real energy abusers and reduce energy 
use. People who have used the meters report unplugging 
appliances that weren’t being used to save energy. For 
more information, call MVEA, 1-800-388-9881, ext. 
2602;  Monument Branch Library, 488-2370; or Palmer 
Lake Library, 481-2587.
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Program, Sat., Nov. 20, 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Bone 
up on your driving skills and lower your insurance 
rates. Cost: $12 for AARP members, $14 for 
nonmembers. Bring a lunch. Registration required. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Registration & Info: 488-2370, or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., Dec. 3, 3:30-6 p.m. Drop in to share 
ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442. 

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded 
presentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s 
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County 
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the 
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link 
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

For these and other library events, please check http:
//ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S

• Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting, 
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Jan Heinlein, 306-6975.

• Legacy Sertoma dinner meetings, 1st and 3rd 
Thurs. each month, 6:30 PM, The Inn at Palmer 
Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. New members 
and visitors welcome. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

• Talk and Tennies Walking Group. Join with others 
to get fit. For more information contact Thea at 
Theapeutic Massage Therapy, 488-2250. 

• Artfully Speaking Toastmasters Club, every 
Mon., 5:45-6:45 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly 
Johnson Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve 
your public speaking, leadership, and meeting 
planning skills. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: Chris Exline, 231-5627, or visit http://artfullysp
eaking.freetoasthost.us.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Sunlight of the 
Spirit Women’s Closed Step Study, every Mon., 
6 p.m. Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

• Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall, 
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month 
and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Administration Complex 166 Second St., 
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for 
free bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: 
Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037. 

• Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group, 
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second 
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join 
the group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-
0551. 

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. & 
Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.; 
SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of 
Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA, 
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be 
YMCA or SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728. 

• BNI Tri-Lakes Chapter, every Wed., 8-9:30 a.m., 
Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. If 
your company needs more business, visit us and learn 
how we can help you. Come see why our networking 
group is so successful. Info: Timothy Jones, 488-
2412, or e-mail tim@promomania.com. 

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership 
(HAP) invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free 
blood pressure screening 1st & 3rd Wed. $3 donation 
requested. Info: 488-3855.

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:45 a.m., Liberty 
Heights, 12015 Ambassador Dr. (off Voyager Blvd.) 
Interesting speakers and programs; all are welcome. 
Info: Sherry Edwards, 488-1044; or Bill Nance, 488-
2312.

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour 
answering service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-
6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Free Movement Class for Seniors, every Thu., 9:
30-10:30 a.m., Yoga Pathways Studio, Suite A, West 

End Center, 755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile west of Safeway). 
The weekly Nia class (non-impact aerobics) is free 
for seniors 65 and older. Info: 494-9764 or e-mail 
ana_alexander@comcast.net.

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call 
Kirby, 481-3738. 

• Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every 
Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west 
of I-25 and Baptist Rd.) Biblically based support 
group for all addictions. Info: 930-1954.

• Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of 
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. Baptist Rd., southwest 
corner room, door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Recovery in 
Action Group–Open, Big Book Study, every Thu., 
7 p.m., Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781. 

• Tai Chi for Health Class, every Fri., 10:30 a.m., 
Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center, Lewis-Palmer High 
School, across from the YMCA. This gentle exercise 
program can relieve the symptoms of chronic pain, 
anxiety, and depression. Even those who cannot stand 
can participate and benefit. Info: 481-8728, or visit 
www.trilakesseniors.org. 

• Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado 
Support Group Meetings. Location varies. For 
information, call Carolyn, 488-3620, or contact the 
MGA: visit www.4-mga.org, phone 303-360-7080, or 
e-mail 4mga@4-mga.org. 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Nov. 8, 5 
p.m., College Pharmacy, 3505 Austin Bluffs Pkwy 
(downstairs), Colorado Springs. A DVD on the 
disease and treatments will play 5-6 p.m.; the meeting 
starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories 
and address your questions to a D.O. Learn how you 
can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants 
welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 2nd 
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735. 

• Woodmoor Business Group Meeting, Mon., Nov. 8, 
6:30-8 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Dr. 
Woodmoor residents offering products and services 
to the community. New members welcome! Meets 2nd 
Mon. each month. Info: Bobbi Doyle, 331-3003, or 
visit www.woodmoorbusinessgroup.com. 

• Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, 
Mon., Nov. 8. Meets 2nd Mon. each month for support, 
information, field trips, and special events. Info: e-
mail Tracy Mills, Millspartyof6@msn.com. 

• Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group 
for Breast Cancer, Tue., Nov. 9, 6-7 p.m., location to 
be decided. Join other young women who are battling 
or have already battled breast cancer. Meets 2nd Tue. 
each month. Info: 351-5079. 

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team (TNT) Monthly 
Dinner Meeting, Tue., Nov. 9, 6:30 p.m. TNT is 
a dynamic women’s group that is business-focused 
and fun. Meets 2nd Tue. each month, location 
varies. Info: Janine Robertson, 266-0246, or visit 
www.meetup.com/trilakesnetworkingteam to 
register.

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Nov. 10, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: Electa Beckner, 596-6787; or 
Chuck Eaton, 495-2443.

• Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu., 
Nov. 11, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Monument, 
after the noontime senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:
30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037. 

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Nov. 11, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 

2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 
• Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Nov. 13, 9 a.m., Vaile 

Hill Gallery, 118 Hillside Rd., Palmer Lake. A variety 
of art programs are offered after the business meeting. 
Guests welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 
487-1329, or visit www.palmerlakeartgroup.com. 

• El Paso County Hazardous Materials Collection 
Facility, Sat., Nov. 13, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255 Akers 
Dr., Colorado Springs. The facility is open the 
2nd Saturday each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 
a.m.-5 p.m. and accepts paint and related products, 
lawn and garden chemicals, household cleaners, 
old batteries, fire extinguishers, fireworks, flares, 
ammunition, automotive products (no tires), various 
electronics, and TVs up to 19” diagonal. Bring a 
nonperishable food item for Care and Share. Akers 
Drive runs north off Constitution Avenue just west 
of Marksheffel Road. Info: 520-7878, or visit http:
//adm.elpasoco.com/Environmental_Services/Solid_
Waste_Management. 

• Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Community Closet, 
Sat., Nov. 13, 1-3 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Rd., 
Monument (SW corner of Beacon Lite and County 
Line Roads west of I-25). All are welcome to shop for 
free gently-used clothing items. Donations of clean 
clothing and shoes in good condition are appreciated. 
Open 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 495-4137; or the 
church, 488-9613. 

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Mon., Nov. 15, 6:
30-8 p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer 
Lake. Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, 
and more. Meets 3rd Mon. each month. Childcare 
available. RSVP to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-
4221. 

• Senior Tea, Tue., Nov. 16, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at 
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA). 
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to 
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Be prepared 
to have fun! Voluntary donations welcome. Meets 
3rd Tue. each month. Info: Mary Frances, 481-2360; 
Irene W., 481-1188; or Irene C., 484-0517.

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.�Downtown Monument  
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748  
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service 

ANIMAL MOVERS

A Lóreal Professional 

Certified in  
�SoCap� Extensions 

Now also at 

FREE deep 
conditioning treatment

with a cut and color.
With Bonnie. New clients only.  

Good through 11/30/10.

Bonnie Tinker

See Bonnie for  
a new look!

755 Highway 105

(719) 481-1763 
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• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Nov. 16, 
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow 
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Lindsay, 487-9362. 

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Nov. 
16, 7 p.m., The Depot Restaurant, 11 Primrose St., 

Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. 
each month Info: Tony Wolusky, Post Commander, 
481-4419, or twolusky@aol.com. 

• Macular Degeneration Support Group for the 
Visually Impaired, Thu., Nov. 18, 1-2 p.m. Meets 
3rd Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x23. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting, Thu., 
Nov. 18, doors open 6:30 p.m., presentation at 7 p.m., 
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Bridget 
Hollingsworth presents “Go West Young Woman.” 
Learn the contributions of women to the settling of 
Colorado and the West. Free and open to the public. 
Info: 481-3282, e-mail plhist@aol.com, or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/plhs. 

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Nov. 19, 
11:30 a.m., Gleneagle Golf Club, 345 Mission Hills 
Way. This meeting features the club’s annual Arts 
and Crafts Fair. Come early and shop with friends 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. Luncheon cost: $16. RSVP by Nov. 
14, 4 p.m., to Phyllis Petersen, 481-4403 or e-mail 
kayandpjpetersen@aol.com; Susan Colt, 232-8424, 
or e-mail colts89@gmail.com; or Rosalie Pounder, 
481-0405, or e-mail jrpounder@comcast.net. 

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon: 
Deck Your Halls–Holiday Decorating the Villa 
Décor Way, Fri., Nov. 19, 11 a.m., Falcon Club at 
the U.S. Air Force Academy. Staci Ewing, owner of 
Colorado Villa Décor, will share the latest decorating 
trends and give us wonderful ideas for making our 
homes cozy and beautiful for the winter holidays. 
RSVP: Charlie Ann Hayes, nonahayes@comcast.net, 
481-9693, or Maureen Kral, reenbean@aol.com, 
282-0164. Membership is open to all women living 
in School District 38 and the luncheons are open to 
all current TLWC members and their guests. The club 
sponsors the Wine and Roses event in October and 
the Pine Forest Antique and Garden Show and Sale 
in April. Proceeds from these events benefit local 
nonprofit groups. Visit www.tlwc.net or contact Judy 
Crusius, crusii@aol.com, 481-1994; or Barb Dienes, 
bdienes@msn.com, 487-7392. 

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Nov. 
20, 9 a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D 
Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. 
each month. Info: Chris, 884-0832, or e-mail 
cabernathy@woodmoor.com.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., Dec. 2, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town 
Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st Thu. each month except 
Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or closed due to bad 
weather. Newcomers are welcome. Info: Bev Wells, 
488-3327.

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Dec. 2, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, or 
e-mail teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com. 

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and 
kids in your area. Weekly activities and playgroups 
scheduled throughout the month for ages birth and 
up. Moms in Monument and Palmer Lake visit http:
//sites.google.com/site/monumentmoms/ or e-mail m
onumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. Moms in ZIP 80921 
and parts of Black Forest contact Kim L., 488-9665 
Info: visit www.cosnorthmomsclub.com. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

• Black Forest Arts & Crafts Guild Annual Fall 
Show and Sale, Thu.-Sun., Nov. 4-7, 9 a.m.-8 
p.m. except Sun., 10 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Black Forest 
Community Center (Black Forest Rd. just north of 
Shoup Rd.) The free show offers crafts and baked 
goods from more than 90 artisans and culinary Guild 
members. A portion of all sale proceeds will benefit 
the guild’s scholarship fund and the Black Forest 
community. Strollers are not allowed due to fire 
regulations. Info: 495-3217. 

• The Best of the Best: Artist Member Exhibition 
Opening Reception, Sat., Nov. 6, 5-8 p.m., Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer 
Lake. Sixty-five Artist Members share their original 
art with the community. Free and open to the public. 
The show runs through Nov. 26. Info: trilakesarts.org 
or 481-0475.

• A Patriotic Christmas Marketplace, Sun., Nov. 7, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., Sundance Mountain Athletic Center, 
1808 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Help Tri-Lakes 
Networking Team stuff boxes for service-members 

stationed overseas this Christmas season. Bring 
your donated items to fill more than 40 boxes being 
delivered through the non-profit Adopt-a-Platoon. 
Enjoy great holiday shopping with locally-made 
crafts, foods, jewelry, and more! Hourly door prizes, 
entertainment, and a children’s zone coloring contest. 
Broken Bones BBQ will be on site for lunch. Soldiers’ 
most wanted items: refill baby wipes, athlete’s foot 
powder, dark green or black socks, quart-size Ziplocs, 
and Twizzlers. Visit www.trilakesnetworkingteam.co
m for a complete list of acceptable items. Info: e-mail 
trilakesnetworkingteam@gmail.com.

• Peak Ranch Alpacas Felting Class, Sun., Nov. 7, 
10 a.m.-3 p.m., 19850 Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. 
Create a unique hat or purse with wet felting. Cost: 
$50 includes all materials, instructions on wet and 
needle felting, and lunch. Info: Rene, 232-8509. 

• An Afternoon of History, Sun., Nov. 7, 1-3 p.m., 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer 
Lake. The Colorado Speakers Association presents 
some voices of yesteryear. Learn what really 
happened, not what is published in history books, 
from Teddy Roosevelt and Buffalo Bill Cody. Cost: 
$10 general admission, $8 children & seniors. Info: 
trilakesarts.org or 481-0475.

• Veterans Day Luncheon, Thu., Nov. 11, 10 a.m., 
Monument Academy Charter School gymnasium, 
1150 Village Ridge Point, Monument. All veterans of 
all branches are invited for an assembly in their honor. 
Lunch will follow. Info: 481-1950.

• Seussical the Musical, Thu.-Sat., Nov. 11-13, 7 p.m., 
plus 2 p.m. Nov. 13, Palmer Ridge High School, 
19255 Monument Hill Rd., Monument. This all-music 
production incorporates elements and characters from 
17 Dr. Seuss books for children. Tickets: in advance, 
www.showtix4u.com or call 866-967-8167. 

• Pine Cone Junction Craft Show, Fri., Nov. 12, 
10 a.m.-7 p.m., & Sat., Nov. 13, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Shop for 
Christmas décor, pottery, glassware, and more. Info: 
481-0479.

• Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts Holiday 
Extravaganza, Fri., Nov. 12, 4-8 p.m., & Sat., Nov. 
13, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m., 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 
Shop for unique gifts from more than 35 local artists 
while enjoying complimentary holiday cheer and 
goodies. Free and open to the public; however, a $5 
donation is suggested. Info: trilakesarts.org or 481-
0475. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Finders & Youngberg, Fri., Nov. 12, opening act at 
7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Folk/bluegrass /country 
music! Cost: $7 general, $4 BRAS members. Info: 
Joe Maio, 528-6119, or e-mail jrmtn@comcast.net, or 
visit www.blackroseacoustic.org. 

• Monument Hill Indoor Market & Craft Fair, Sat., 
Nov. 13, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., Grace Best Elementary, 66 
Jefferson St. (enter from Adams Street), Monument. 
Vendors offer food, home décor items, crafts, jewelry, 
pet products, and more. Info: 592-9420. 

• Soy Candles of the Rockies: Gifts, Aromatherapy, 
& Candle Classes at Monument Hill Indoor 
Market & Craft Fair, Sat., Nov. 13, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Grace Best Elementary, 66 Jefferson St. (enter from 
Adams Street), Monument. Info: www.soycandlesoft
herockies.com or call 660-4177.

• NEPCO Meeting: El Paso County Issues, Sat., 
Nov. 13, 10 a.m.-noon, New Monument Town Hall 
& Police Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. Outgoing 
Commissioner Wayne Williams will present his 
annual update of county issues and transportation 
projects. The new commissioner will also be invited. 
All are welcome to this meeting of local homeowners 
associations. Info: 481-2723 or visit www.nepco.org. 

• Holiday Gift Gala at the Garden Center at Flying 
Horse, Sat., Nov 13, 1-6 p.m., 1615 Silversmith Rd. 
(off Northgate Road). This event benefits the Gazette-
El Pomar Foundation Empty Stocking Fund. Enjoy 
free refreshments and shop with guest vendors in the 
greenhouse. Info: 634-3230, or visit www.gardencent
eratflyinghorse.com.

• The Haunted Windchimes Concert, Sat., Nov. 13, 
7:30 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. This concert for the whole family 
features the unique sounds of traditional folk and 
blues with three-part vocal harmonies. Cost: $15. Info 
& tickets, www.trilakesarts.org or call 481-0475. 

• D-38 Community Meetings: Public Input for 
Superintendent Search, Tue.-Wed., Nov. 16-17, 

15% OFF
 First visit with Athena 

through 11/30/10.
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our team. An experienced cosmetologist, she is an 

amazing stylist/colorist, and  performs most other 

services we offer.  You�ll love her!  Call today.
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Décor by Diane
Interior Painting 

No job too small. Over 30 years experience. 
(719) 488-0817

Palmer Lake Town Home For Rent 
2 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage, fireplace. 
 Beautiful views. Borders National Forest. 

Only $975 per month. Call 481-3378. 

Storage Space Available
Indoor space 12� x 20� x 12� high 
Concrete floor. $100 per month. 

Call 481-9671
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7 p.m., D-38 Administration Building Learning 
Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. The Board of 
Education invites community members to contribute 
their suggestions and comments for the search for the 
next Lewis-Palmer School District Superintendent of 
Schools. Anyone unable to attend may send comments 
or ideas by e-mail to bobcito4@gmail.com. Info: 785-
4223.

• Once Upon a Mattress, Thu.-Sat., Nov. 18-20, 7 p.m., 
plus 2 p.m. Nov. 20, Lewis-Palmer High School, 1300 
Higby Rd., Monument. This musical comedy is based 
on the fairy tale, “Princess and the Pea.” Tickets: in 
advance at Lewis-Palmer High School main office 
weekdays, 7:15 a.m.-4 p.m. Info: 488-4720.

• Breakaway Hockey Event, Fri., Nov. 19, Sundance 
Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. 
The evening features a three-course Italian dinner, 
cash bar, live music and dancing, and a silent auction 
to benefit the Lewis-Palmer hockey team. Cost: 
$25/person (6 p.m. to midnight) includes dinner, 
dancing, and auctions; $10/person (after 8 p.m.) 
includes dancing, dessert bar, and auctions. Tickets 
& info: Catherine Methot, 481-4920, or e-mail 
cmethot@yahoo.com.

• Alpaca Holiday Extravaganza, Sat., Nov. 20, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., & Sun., Nov. 21, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., The 
Black Forest Community Club, 12530 Black Forest 
Rd. The South Eastern Colorado Alpaca Breeders will 
host this free, fun event. Fleece, roving, batting, and 
yarn will be available as well as clothing. See alpacas, 
too. Info: www.pikespeakalpacas.com. 

• Peak Ranch Autumn Open House & Alpaca 
Boutique, Sat., Nov. 20, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Peak Ranch 
Alpacas, 19850 Beacon Lite Rd. Monument. Holiday 
tea, unique gifts, and cute alpacas! Info: 232-8509 or 
visit www.peakranchalpacas.com. 

• Free Thanksgiving Dinner at Rosie’s Diner, Thu., 
Nov. 25, hourly seatings 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 411 Hwy 
105, Monument. Tri-Lakes residents who would 
otherwise be unable to enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner 
are invited to Rosie’s Second Annual “Thanksgiving 
Coming Together,” a community event sponsored by 
many Tri-Lakes organizations. Reservations are not 
required, but please call 884-8017 or 484-0911 before 
Nov. 18 to let them know how many guests to expect. 
Transportation to and from Rosie’s is available; call 
640-8442.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Phil Volan & Joleen Bell, Fri., Nov. 26, opening 
act at 7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Beautifully crafted 
original compositions and covers for guitar and 
vocals. Cost: $7 general, $4 BRAS members. Info: 
Joe Maio, 528-6119, or e-mail jrmtn@comcast.net, or 
visit www.blackroseacoustic.org. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
The Gold Assay Process: Magic or Chemistry? 
Sat., Nov. 27, 10 a.m. & 1 p.m. Gold does not come 
out of the ground ready to wear as jewelry. Learn 
how gold is extracted and processed. Reservations 
requested. Cost: $8 adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 
seniors & students, $4 children 3-12, free to children 
under 3 & museum members. WMMI is located at 
225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A) in Colorado 
Springs. RSVP & info: e-mail rsvp@wmmi.org, 488-
0880, or visit www.wmmi.org. 

• Palmer Lake’s Chili Supper, Sat., Nov. 27, 5-8:30 
p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Chili, hot dogs, potato soup, and cinnamon rolls will 
be served. All proceeds go toward maintenance of the 
Palmer Lake Star. There will be door prizes and a 
bucket raffle. One lucky raffle winner will be the one 
to light the star! Info or to donate prizes: 481-2953. 

• Historic Monument Small Town Christmas, Sat., 
Dec. 4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Downtown Monument. This 
day full of holiday activities includes a visit from 
Santa and Mrs. Claus, holiday crafts for the kids 
at the Old Town Hall, reindeer, miniature donkeys, 
carolers, hayrides, handpainted holiday banners, a 
Christmas tree lighting, merchant special events, 
and refreshments throughout Historic Downtown 
Monument. Pick up a location and events flyer from a 
participating merchant. Info: Vicki Mynhier, 884-
8016. 

• Rocky Mountain Music Alliance (RMMA) Free 
Concert, Sat., Dec. 4, 7 p.m., Forestgate Presbyterian 
Church, 970 Northgate Rd., Colorado Springs. Three 
of the artists who once played in the popular Da Vinci 
String Quartet will perform piano quartet music 
with Dr. Michael Baron. Sign up for free tickets at 

rmmaonline.org or phone Pam Brunson, 646-2791. 
Requests for more than six seats must be made by 
phone. Donations are greatly appreciated and are 
tax deductible since RMMA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
corporation. The next concert will be Dec. 4. Info: 
646-2791 or visit www.rmmaonline.org. 

• North Pole at Tri-Lakes Craft Show by Monument 
Hill Kiwanis, Sat., Dec. 4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., & Sun., 
Dec. 5, 11 a.m.-4 p.m., Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School, 1776 Woodmoor Dr. Lots of crafters with 
many unique items. Santa will visit 11:30-1:30 
both days. Admission: nonperishable food items for 
Tri-Lakes Cares. Monument Hill Kiwanis is a non-
profit 501(c) 3 organization affiliated with Kiwanis 
International, a global organization of volunteers 
dedicated to changing the world, one child and one 
community at a time. The Club, formerly known as 
Monument Hill Sertoma, has been supporting the 
Tri-Lakes community for over 35 years. In addition 
to sponsoring the Monument Independence Day 
Parade, each year the Club raises and contributes over 
$100,000 to worthy organizations such as Tri-Lakes 
Cares, Salvation Army, Lewis-Palmer School District 
38, Griffith Centers for Children, and the Rocky 
Mountain Youth Leadership Foundation. Info: visit 
www.monumenthillkiwanis.org or call Tom Nelson, 
487-1098.

• Peak Ranch Alpacas Felting Class, Sun., Dec. 5, 10 
a.m.-3:30 p.m., 19850 Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. 
Create a unique hat or purse with wet felting. Cost: 
$50 includes all materials. Info: Rene, 232-8509.

• Christmas Handbell Concert, Sat., Dec. 11, 7 p.m., 
Monument Community Presbyterian Church, 238 3rd 
St., Monument. The 9th annual concert will feature 
multiple choirs, piano & organ, brass, flute, and vocal 
surprises. Everyone is welcome; no admission charge. 
Info: Betty Jenik, 488-3853. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Margaret Whiting Exhibit. “Laws of the Land” 
exhibits work exploring contemporary land use 
issues by artist Margaret Whiting. The exhibit runs 
through Dec. 30. Museum admission: $8 adults, $7 
military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 children 
3-12, free to children under 3 & museum members. 
WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 
156 A) in Colorado Springs. Info: 488-0880, or visit 
www.wmmi.org.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by 
local governmental entities and not-for-profit organiza-
tions. We include events that are open to the general pub-
lic and are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If 
space is available, complimentary calendar listings are 
included, when requested, for events advertised in the 
current issue. To have your event listed at no charge in 
Our Community Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send 
the information to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132.
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letter to the editor and include your full name, home 
address, and day and evening phone numbers. A limit 
of 300 words is recommended. Letters may be edited 
for length, grammar, and accuracy. Send your letter 
to editor@ocn.me or mail to Our Community News, 
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. In 
response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send 
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowl-
degement. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, 
please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that 
we have received your letter.
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The Rabbi�s Corner 
Zion: The  

Perfection of Beauty 
By Oswald Garagorry 

�The Mighty One, God, YHWH is speaking, summon-
ing the world from east to west. Out of Zion, the per-
fection of beauty, God is shining forth. Our God is 
coming and not staying silent. With a fire devouring 
ahead of him and a great storm raging around him, he 
calls to the heavens above and to earth, in order to 
judge his people. Gather to me my faithful, those who 
made a covenant with me by sacrifice.� Psalm 50:1-5 

There are two very strong messages proceeding 
out of Zion in Psalm 50.  God is summoning the world 
from east to west. Why this order from east to west? 
Because, it was in the east where it all began�it was 
there God planted the Garden of Eden. And it was 
there that God met with man at the end of each day. 
The Psalm says, God�s first message is to Israel, 
�Listen, my people, I am speaking: Israel, I am testify-
ing against you��then God addresses those who do 
not embrace his Torah by telling them: �What right do 
you have to proclaim my laws or to take my covenant 
on your lips, when you so hate to receive instruction 
(Torah).�  In the second message at the very end of the 
Psalm, He gives hope to some by saying, �to him who 
goes the right way I will show the salvation of God.�   

Dear Reader, are you �going the right� way in 
your life? I want to invite you to come and visit us on 
Shabbat where we teach the Living  
Torah of our God.  

Shalom to you. 
Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi of Aliyah 
Congregation that meets Saturdays,  

10 a.m., at 1691 Woodmoor Dr. 
www.aliyahcongregation.com � (719) 330-2382
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Alice�s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate  

Monument Beauty�End of cul-de-sac 
with great views over pine trees. One-
acre private lot. 5 bd. 4 ba. 3-car garage. 
Close to I-25 and shopping. Only 
$570,000.

www.SearchingColoradoSpringsHomes.com  
Call Alice for a Showing Today! 

Alice Sweatman  
719-200-5258

Kissing Camels Beauty�Large town 
home on golf course. Gated community. 
Private sauna complex in the home. 
Awesome Pikes Peak and front range 
views. Now only $650,000.

�If you, or someone you know, are dealing with 
Eldercare or other Caregiver needs, including  
real estate needs, I invite you to use the free 

information and resources found at
www.CaregiversLibrary.org  or   

www.RealEstate.CaregiversLibrary.org.�

Reduced!
Reduced!

Black Faced Sheep Home Décor specializes in rustic home 
décor, along with unique gifts and accessories, reflective of 

living in the Rocky Mountains.

CHRISTMAS IS APPROACHING FAST. 
Come and see our Christmas items and be apart of our 

rewards program.

***FALL SALE  10% OFF***
All IN STOCK PURSES & THROWS. 

20% OFF GREEN TAG ITEMS
Expires 11-30-10

We are located. 
16152 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Ste.120
Monument,CO 80132  877-481-3543

(Next to Walmart & across from Texas Roadhouse)
www.blackfacedsheep.com

Locally Operated at the Monument Marketplace 
15954 Jackson Creek Pkwy #C � (719) 488-5952

Vitamins/Vitapak® � Sports Nutrition � Herbs � Diet Products 

GNC LiveWell introduces
Longevity FactorsLongevity Factors��

Healthy Aging Healthy Aging 
ProgramProgram

Developed by GNC under the guidance of 
renowned neurosurgeon Dr. Joseph Maroon.

Valid only at Monument Marketplace GNC. One time 
use only. Cannot be combined with any other offer or in 

conjunction with GNC Gold Card discount. Excludes 
�Hot Buy� items. One coupon per person. Coupon must 

be presented at time of purchase. Valid through 
11/30/10. 

25% OFF
Any One Regular-Priced Item

Home
Repairs
& Maintenance

For all your 
repair and 

maintenance
needs around 

your home
or office. 

649-6798
Over 20 years experience. 

Licensed & Insured. 

BASEMENT
FINISHING

* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates * 

�Pool Hall� with an open home theater 
�Whether you know exactly what you want 

 or don�t have a clue where to start, I can help.� 
488-9812 John Bailey / Bailey Homes 

Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 
www.BaileyHomesMonument.com 
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