
By Candice Hitt
The Northern El Paso County Coalition 
of Community Associations (NEPCO) 
hosted a debate June 16 for candidates 
for county office. The debate provided an 
opportunity for voters to learn about the 
candidates and ask questions concern-
ing the Tri-Lakes area while candidates 
discussed their positions and answered 

citizens’ questions.
The candidates for El Paso County 

sheriff are Sheriff Terry Maketa and 
Monument Police Chief Jake Shirk, both 
Republicans. The candidates for El Paso 
County Commissioner District 1 are 
Darryl Glenn, Republican, and Steve 
Kjonaas, Democrat.
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Left: Six-year old Armani Alarid shows off one of the 
fish he caught during the 2010 Kid’s Fishing Derby 
held June 5 at Palmer Lake. Above: Over 500 
fishermen of all ages were expected at the event. 
Photos by David Futey.
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Volunteers reporting on community issues in Monument, Palmer Lake, and the surrounding Tri-Lakes area
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By Harriet Halbig
The El Paso County Department of Health 
and Environment has issued a rabies alert 
following the discovery of three rabid 
foxes in the Woodmoor area.

Rabies is a viral disease of mammals 
most often spread through the bite of a 
rabid animal. The virus infects the brain 
and ultimately causes death.

The department urges residents to 
take steps to protect your family by vacci-
nating pets against rabies and not feeding 
wild animals. Such animals as skunks and 
foxes are sometimes attracted to pet food 
left outdoors.

Do not approach or touch wild ani-
mals, and teach children not to approach 
or play with unknown animals, including 
dogs or cats, whether dead or alive.

To protect your pets, keep dogs on a 
leash and keep dogs and cats indoors when 
unsupervised, particularly at night when 
foxes and skunks are most active. Contact 
your veterinarian if you believe your pet 
has been exposed to a wild animal.

Following are signs of a diseased 
animal:
• Diseased animals often do not run 

away when spotted by people.
• Wildlife suffering from rabies will 

often act aggressively and violently 
approach people or pets.

• Sometimes rabid animals are overly 
passive and will hide. If they are 
hiding, leave them alone. 

• Rabid wildlife will sometimes have 
trouble walking.

Report sick or diseased animals to the 
Colorado Division of Wildlife at (719) 
227-5200.

If you or a family member is bitten or 
scratched by a wild or unknown animal, 
call your doctor and the Humane Society 
of the Pikes Peak Region at (719) 473-
1741.

For further information, go to the de-
partment website at www.elpasocounty.org 
or call the Health Department’s Commu-
nicable Disease Program at (719) 578-
3220. ■

Rabies alert 
issued for Tri-

Lakes Area

By David Futey
The 2010 Kid’s Fishing Derby was held 
at Palmer Lake on June 5. Dave Van 
Ness, executive director of the Tri-Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce, said the 12th 
edition of this annual event was expected 
to draw nearly 500 fishermen. 

The Colorado Division of Wildlife 
(DoW) provided rods and reels along 
with an Angler Education Course. Af-
ter going through the course, children 
were given a DoW rod along with corn 

niblets, used as bait. The lake had been 
recently stocked with cut-throat trout for 
the event. 

The Tri-Lakes Chamber, El Paso 
County Parks and many businesses in-
cluding Mountain View Electric Asso-
ciation, Phil Long Ford of Chapel Hills, 
Kohl’s Department Store, First Bank, 
and O’Malley’s Steak Pub were among 
the sponsors who supported the event 
and provided prizes. ■

County candidates present 
their priorities

Happy Fourth of July! from the volunteers at 

Parade and Street Fair, July 3
“What a Blast,” July 4
Concert in park, July 7, 14, 21, 28
HOA legal issues, July 10
Art Hop, July 15
Historical Society, July 15
Concert on the Green, July 17
Blood drive, July 20
Chautauqua, Aug. 6-8

For details of these and 
many other local events 

see pages 39-43.

Anglers reel in trout at 
Palmer Lake Fishing Derby

Below (L to R): Steve Kjonaas and Darryl Glenn, candidates for County 
Commissioner District 1. Jake Shirk, candidate for County Sheriff. Sheriff Terry 
Maketa who is running for re-election, did not attend the debate June 16. Photos 
by Candice Hitt.

Palmer Lake Fireworks, July 4, 
2008. Photo by Ray McCoy, 

Life Long Photography, 
www.lifelongphotography.com.
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The primary election 
for El Paso County candi-
dates will be held on Aug. 
10. Ballots will be sent in 
July. The General Election 
will be held Nov. 2.

Candidates for 
sheriff address 

community 
concerns

 The meeting was moderat-

ed by Hans Post, president 
of NEPCO. Hans allowed 
candidates three minutes 
each to make opening 
statements and respond to 
canned and citizen ques-
tions.

Shirk said he is an 
experienced leader and 
a longtime gun rights 
advocate with priorities 
including “more guns on 

the street.” He said he 
would accomplish this by 
increasing deputy patrols 
by 20 percent within the 
first 18 months with no tax 
increase. He also stated he 
strongly supports the 2nd 
Amendment in Colorado, 
which allows citizens the 
“freedom to carry” arms.

When asked about 
his policy on illegal im-
migrants that commit 
crimes, Shirk said there 
needs to be control at the 
borders. He stated the fed-
eral government has failed 
to control the borders and 
has therefore placed the re-
sponsibility on the state to 
deport illegal immigrants 
who commit crimes, and 
the county should not 
waste resources on these 
criminals.

Shirk also said crime 
prevention starts in the 
home and relies on build-
ing and sustaining good 
relationships with citizens.

Shirk said he wants to 
put more deputies on patrol 
to control the improper use 
of medical marijuana.

Commenting on fiscal 
transparency and responsi-
bility, Shirk said he wants 
to see online fiscal records 
and hold public meetings 
every 90 days to review 
budgeting and priorities, 
and he wants to hold law 
enforcement to a higher 
standard. More informa-
tion can be obtained at 
www.chiefshirk.com.

Sheriff Maketa was 
unable to participate in 
person due to a prior 
fund-raising commit-
ment. Maketa campaign 
manager Wendy Habert 
answered questions about 
crime prevention, stating 
it starts in the home. She 
said Maketa has been ac-
tive in creating programs 
to reduce recidivism rates, 
educate prisoners, increase 
jail safety, lower failures to 
appear, and assist prisoners 
with reintegration. 

Maketa supports the 
Neighborhood Watch pro-
gram designed to equip 

PASSIVE SOLAR HOME IN
WAKONDA HILLS! 1.23-acres. 
Trees, privacy and mountain 
views! Over 2300 sq. ft, 4 br, 
2 ba, remodeled eat-in 
kitchen with granite tops. 
Tile floors, main-level mas-
ter, large deck. Only 
$318,900!

2.5 ACRES NEXT TO
NATIONAL FOREST! Trees 
and peak views from this 
great level lot! Quiet location 
on cul-de-sac street. Zoned 
for horses in an area of nice 
homes. A steal at only 
$230,000!

2.56-ACRE LOT IN BENT
TREE! Great southern 
exposure on this wooded lot 
located on a quiet street. 
Easy build, should take 
walk-out basement. Only 
$219,000!
NEW LISTING

BEST LOT IN WISSLER
RANCH! Over 3-acre corner 
lot with pines and meadow! 
Close to community park, 
quiet street, area of million 
dollar homes, will take walk-
out. Perc and soil tests 
done. Only $200,000!

2.50 ACRES ON WEST SIDE!
Pines, scrub oak and more! 
Fabulous mountain and city 
views. Zoned for horses. 
Modulars and outbuildings 
OK. You can't get any 
closer to the national forest 
than this! Only $89,000!

MAIN-LEVEL LIVING IN
WOODMOOR! 4 br, 3 ba 
home. 3/4-acre lot. Quiet 
cul-de-sac with views of the 
mountains. Backs to open 
space. New tile floors and 
stainless appliances. Great 
room and finished base-
ment. Only $289,500!

WALK-OUT RANCHER ON
2.5-ACRES IN D-38! Over 
4500 sq. ft. 6 bd, 4.5 ba, 
gourmet kitchen, main-level 
master suite, great room 
with fireplace, formal dining 
room, finished lower-level. 
G r e a t  v i e w s !  O n l y 
$435,000!

OVER 3-ACRE ESTATE IN
WISSLER RANCH! 5900+ sq. 
ft., 5 br, 6 ba, great room, 
gourmet eat-in kitchen, main-
level master suite, 2nd master 
upstairs, family and game 
rooms, large decks, fully-
landscaped. Only $749,000!

Reduced $80K!

FABULOUS WOODMOOR
CUSTOM HOME! Over 5100 
sq. ft. Large treed lot. 5 br, 
4.5 ba, office, gourmet eat-in 
kitchen, main-level family 
room, walk-out lower-level. 
Hardwood floors, new paint, 
and carpet. Only $500,000!

LOOKING FOR LAND? LOOK AT THESE GREAT LOTS!

Reduced!

SPECTACULAR KING�S DEER
ESTATE HOME! Over 6000 
sq. ft. 6-car garage, 2.5-acre 
treed corner lot, 4 bd, 3.5 ba, 
gourmet kitchen, great room, 
main-level office, finished 
walk-out. Upgrades through-
out! Asking $699,000!

Reduced!

Reduced $15K!

2.64 ACRE HAWKRIDGE ES-
TATE! Trees and views. 5 bd, 
4.5 ba.  5300+ sq. ft. walk-
out rancher. Travertine 
floors, theater room, gour-
met eat-in kitchen. Main-
level office. A steal at only 
$735,000!

WONDERFUL WOODMOOR!
Over 2500 sq. ft. 3 br, 2 ba. 
Quiet cul-de-sac with trees! 
Great room with pellet stove, 
main-level master, finished 
walk-out basement with rec 
room, 2 bd and office. New 
roof, large patio, fenced yard 
Only $274,900!

Just listed!

Reduced $26K!

Just listed!

Just listed!
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individuals with the knowledge 
to help themselves, Habert 
said, and there is an active 
volunteer Citizens Patrol 
force. Habert said Maketa 
holds six to eight commu-
nity meetings annually to 
keep citizens up to date on 
new and changing crime 
trends and ways to prevent 
crime.

Habert was asked 
about the issue of medical 
marijuana and dispensa-
ries. She responded that 
they are not federally ap-
proved and have been left 
for local authorities to deal 
with. She said the Sheriff’s 
Office is working with the 
Legislature and other gov-
ernmental bodies to work 
out the loopholes.

On illegal immigra-
tion, Habert stated that 
Maketa supports enforce-
ment of the legal process for 
persons who are not legally 
present in this country. 

More information can be found at www.maketaforsheriff.com 

08/04/201008/04/2010

Connie Jordan
Certified Brain Integration & 
Body Alignment Practitioner

cgjordan@brainandbodyworks.com

www.brainandbodyworks.com

17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, CO  80132

719-488-0378 home
719-243-0499 cell   719-488-1922 fax

Brain & Body 
Works

Complete service 
comes to you! 

(719) 487-9119
service@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,  
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing, 
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts 
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes 

& Lighting, and more... 
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With this ad. Good thru 

7/31/10. Not valid 
with other offers.

Dinner Bingo!
Every Saturday night starting at 6:15 pm. FREE with the 
purchase of a sandwich or alcoholic beverage!

Texas Hold’ems! 
Every Thursday night starting at 6:30 pm.
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Commissioner candidates discuss issues
County commissioner candidates Kjonaas and Glenn 
discussed their campaigns’ perspectives on some of the 
issues. 

Kjonaas stated his leadership, budgeting and man-
agement experience and said he spent 26 years in the Air 
Force. He also said his priorities include “budgeting for 
outcomes,” described as understanding citizen priorities 
and what they are willing to fund. 

Kjonaas said his position is to control spending, man-
age area growth, address water and environmental issues 
and increase tourism. He intends to increase business’ 
bottom lines to create more jobs. He also wants to reduce 
and eliminate the budget deficit, improve public safety, 
and ensure the success of social services.

Kjonaas said his long-range plans for El Paso County 
include improving the county budget and budget process 
and effectively managing county and citizen needs and 
demands. He supports the need for more deputy patrols to 
provide quicker response times.

Glenn said he has been an elected official since 2003, 
is a proven conservative and is a strong proponent of 

property rights. Glenn said his number one issue is water 
for El Paso County. His resume includes over 21 years 
of military leadership experience, and he is a retired Air 
Force lieutenant colonel.

Glenn stated he has a regional approach to water 
management. When asked about his plans on water for 
the area, Glenn responded that he believes northern El 
Paso County water supply concerns must be incorporated 
into a regional solution. 

Glenn was also asked about his ideas on long-range 
planning for the county and the Tri-Lakes area. He said he 
is dedicated to supporting four main pillars of concerns: 
1. water, 2. transportation needs, 3. public safety, and 4. 
military support.

Glenn also discussed his priorities on the economy 
by stating the need for a strategic plan and funding core 
services to the community. He also proposed consolidat-
ing some core services with other governmental entities 
in an effort to improve efficiency at a reduced cost to the 
taxpayer.

More information is available at the NEPCO website 
at www.nepco.org. ■

By Harriet Halbig
Following several months of controversy, the Lewis-
Palmer School District Board of Education approved 
the resignation of district Superintendent Dr. Raymond 
Blanch at its June 17 meeting.

The resignation, effective June 30, ends nine years of 
service to the district by Blanch, who previously has been 
a school principal and assistant superintendent before his 
appointment as superintendent in January 2007.

In his letter to the community, Blanch said that he 
was resigning for “personal and professional reasons,” 
although many felt he had been forced out.

Support for Blanch
At the beginning of the June 17 meeting, several people 
spoke passionately in Blanch’s favor and criticized the 
board for not seeking public input in this decision after 
so openly seeking input on earlier decisions regarding 
the district. They felt that this was a bad time to change 
leadership and pointed to the expense of a national search 
for a new superintendent. 

Georgiana Gittins of the District Accountability 
Advisory Committee (DAAC) had sought signatures on 
a petition favoring Blanch but felt that it was fruitless. 
Michelle Zeutzius, a parent in the district, said that she 
would explore the possibility of a recall of four members 
of the board for its defiance of public opinion. Gail Wil-
son, a board member who was on the board when Blanch 
was selected, said that she did not regret the decision to 
hire him and praised him for his accomplishments. Other 

board members thanked Blanch for his contributions.
Board Vice President Robb Pike stressed that person-

nel matters are confidential and that no member of the 
board would discuss the decision.

Acting superintendent named
During a brief meeting on June 22, with Pike presiding, 
the board announced that John Borman, principal of 
Lewis-Palmer High School, will be acting superintendent 
during the summer months in preparation for the 2010-11 
school year. Borman has had extensive experience in ad-
ministrative as well as teaching positions and was thought 
to bring a calming voice to the situation. Pike stressed 
that the focus of the board should now be to prepare for 
the next school year.

Pike said that the board hopes to appoint an interim 
superintendent by September to serve the district during 
the search for a permanent replacement.

In other business, the board voted at its June 3 
meeting to postpone consideration of outsourcing food 
services until next year. The board also instructed that 
those currently providing the services should be allowed 
to submit a bid.

At that same meeting, financial advisor David Bell 
answered questions about the effect of ballot initiatives on 
the district’s investments. Some subjects discussed were 
refinancing of current debt and the possibility of future 
mill levy overrides. Bell said that, should one of the mea-
sures pass, any debt obligations would be limited to 10 
years, a much shorter term than commonly used.

Homeowners and 
Auto Insurance 

Having problems with your 
HOMEOWNERS POLICY? I can help 

you with your insurance needs.
Call (719) 574-9544.
Honest, confidential advice.

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning. 
Now accepting  
new students. 

Call Pam Brunson            646-2791
www.pianobypam.com

Horse Boarding 
12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay & 

grain. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter.
Call Rick at 481-6660

7/31/10.

Great Summer Great Summer 
Kids� Programs!Kids� Programs!

www.beadcorneronline.com 

beads and supplies

20% OFF

ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST
On-Site Tailoring 

10% OFF
ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of 
drop-off. Prepayment required. 
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Expires 7/31/10.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road 

By King Soopers 
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm 

Sat. 8 am - 4 pm 

D-38 Board of Education June 3, 17, and 22

Superintendent Blanch resigns; Borman 
appointed acting superintendent

CASH FOR GOLD
FOR THE SECOND TIME 

Do you have unwanted or broken gold jewelry (even an 
earring back) or any other gold sitting around?  Bring it 
into Two Timers for CASH on SAT, AUG 14 and receive 

TOP DOLLAR from Front Range Gold Exchange.  
 Not sure if it�s gold?  Bring it in. 

Clip and save through July 
15% OFF ON ANY ONE ITEM  

(Does not include items previously marked down) 

Located in the Monument Plaza 
behind Rosie�s Diner 

New consignors call for an appointment today 
719-484-0300 

www.twotimers.net for more information

Two Timers 
                Fine Consign 
          Women�s, Children�s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 

719-488-1400
www.monumentcoins.com

monumentcoins@gmail.com
In the MONTEVERDE Center

325 2nd St. Suite U,  
Monument Co

Bring this ad to receive an 
Extra 5% when we buy your Gold

c c c  NOW OPEN c c c

MONUMENT COINS
Buy • Sell • Trade…Coins, Gold & Silver

Get TOP DOLLAR in CA$H
for your OLD GOLD Jewelry!

Host a Gold Party with your Friends,
And Receive Extra Cash!!!    

Al Dobrick - 30 Years Exp

719-488-1400
www.monumentcoins.com

monumentcoins@gmail.com
In the MONTEVERDE Center

325 2nd St. Suite U,  
Monument Co

Bring this ad to receive an 
Extra 5% when we buy your Gold

c c c  NOW OPEN c c c

MONUMENT COINS
Buy • Sell • Trade…Coins, Gold & Silver

Get TOP DOLLAR in CA$H
for your OLD GOLD Jewelry!

Host a Gold Party with your Friends,
And Receive Extra Cash!!!    

Al Dobrick - 30 Years Exp

719-488-1400
www.monumentcoins.com

monumentcoins@gmail.com
In the MONTEVERDE Center

325 2nd St. Suite U,  
Monument Co

Bring this ad to receive an 
Extra 5% when we buy your Gold

c c c  NOW OPEN c c c

MONUMENT COINS
Buy • Sell • Trade…Coins, Gold & Silver

Get TOP DOLLAR in CA$H
for your OLD GOLD Jewelry!

Host a Gold Party with your Friends,
And Receive Extra Cash!!!    

Al Dobrick - 30 Years Exp

Host a GOLD Party and 
Receive 10% to 15% in CASH!

House for Rent in Monument
4 bd+den, 2.5 bath, fenced. Dog negotiable with 

deposit. N/S. $1,450/mo. 1 yr. lease. Avail. 7/15/10. 

481-4412 
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The board asked that Bell investigate the possibil-
ity of lining up possible refinancing in preparation for 
any eventual results. Treasurer Mark Pfoff reminded the 
board that there is a cost in the form of closing fees in-
volved in refinancing.

Pike reported that he had met with Cori Tanner and 
Steve Braun of DAAC regarding the goals of the strategic 
task force. He said that we need to stress expertise, not 
just an appropriate number of participants. We must be 
able to tell the public how any decisions would affect an 
individual family. Safety and security must remain priori-
ties. The district wants to take care of education and the 
employees of the district and not create legacy costs that 
would burden future boards.

Wilson reminded the board that the recent passage of 
House Bill 191 will require a new evaluation system for 
teachers in three years and that this requirement must be 
taken into account by the task force.

Wilson said that the district’s graduates have re-
ceived impressive amounts of scholarship funding, and 
the district needs to continue to provide an excellent level 
of education. 

Pfoff said that the impact on high achievers in the 
district will not be great, but he fears that those who need 
extra help may suffer, especially with larger classes.

Budget approved
At its June 17 meeting, following a brief budget presenta-
tion by Blanch, the board voted to approve its budget for 
the 2010-11 school year. Blanch reminded the board that 
there are several remaining uncertainties, including stu-
dent population, state funding, and ballot initiatives, and 
that the savings resulting from outsourcing food service 
had been deleted due to delay of that action.

Board member Jeffrey Ferguson asked why the 
state’s projection of student population so frequently 
exceeds that of the district. Assistant Superintendent of 
Operations Cheryl Wangeman said that this is the case 
because the state cannot easily go back to the Legislature 
for additional funds if their projection is too low. The re-
sult of a low projection is rescission of funding from all 
districts throughout the state.

The board voted to approve a list of routine items 
such as acceptance of minutes of recent meetings, resig-
nations and retirements of staff, appointment of staff, the 
retirement plan, leaves of absence, special education con-
tracts, and various other contracts and other items costing 
$25,000 or more, which require board approval. ■

For all your 
plumbing 

needs

Plumbing, LLC  
Shawn Heer, Principal

719.633-6948 (ofc)

719.351.3573 (cell)

Mention this ad for 15% OFF labor!

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH

   Lessons 
*Year Round 
*Group, Private 
*Ages 7 - Adult 
*Western, English   
       *Dressage

481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz 

*CHA Certified* 
Instructor

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team  

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

1730 Moorwood Point, 
Woodmoor�Main-level 
living. Light and bright 
with skylights, ceiling 
fans, hardwood floors. 
Large kitchen with walk-
out to a private patio. 
Master, second bed-
room, elegant study, 

and laundry on main-level. Backs to green space. Wonderful private location 
on cul-de-sac. Maintenance taken care of by HOA. List price $234,900.

16930 Oldborough 
Hts., Monument�Very 
special estate on over 
8.5 acres with trees and 
magnificent views of the 
Rampart Range and 
Pikes Peak. Over 
10,000 sq. ft. of interior 
space that includes 9 

bedrooms and 8 bathrooms plus an office! 6-car garage. Close to the Town 
of Monument. Now $1,199,000�below 5/28/10 appraisal! 

Reduced $100K!

New Listing!

I am NOW with  
RE/MAX Properties!

Email: AndyEllis2010@gmail.com

Ready, Willing, and 
Able to Handle All Your 

Real Estate Needs!List your home with me and receive a FREE initial consultation with Staging 
Solutions. Let my staging partners supply a FREE written report on how to 
best present your home in this competitive market. Everyone knows that the 
best prepared properties sell more quickly and for more money.

SOLD!
SOLD!

Colorado Springs, Monument 
Palmer Lake, Gleneagle 
Black Forest, Woodmoor 

19030 Burnt Leaf Way, Wood-
moor�Almost an acre in a beau-
tiful, private treed setting. Up-
grades include a new kitchen with 
slab granite, Viking and Ther-
mador appliances, new main-level 
bathroom, new hardwood flooring, 
new texturing and painting, new 
roof, new driveway and concrete 
apron. List price $359,900.

New Listing!

GO FROM FOR SALE TO SOLD WITH THIS FREE FIRST EASY STEP!

Left: Raymond Blanch in January 2007 shortly after 
being appointed superintendent. Photo by John 
Heiser.

Above: Following his appointment June 22 as 
acting superintendent, John Borman addressed 
the members of the board, from left, Gail Wilson, 
Jeff Ferguson, and Robb Pike, and members of the 
public. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

September 24 & 25, 8 am to Noon
Come shop gently used children’s 
clothing, gear, basics, toys & more!

Munchkin	Market

www. Tri Lakes Chapel .org
1750 Deer Creek Road
Monument, CO. 80132

www.MopsMeetings.com

MOPS	Open	House
August 19, 9am to 11:30

All mothers-to-be and moms with kids 
birth to preschool, come join us!
Safe & loving childcare is free.
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By Jim Kendrick
After years of research and planning, the Donald Wescott 
Fire Protection District board approved the final recom-
mendations of Chief Jeff Edwards, Assistant Chief Vinny 
Burns, and Administrative Assistant Cheryl Marshall 
and selected the proposal from Colarelli Construction 
Inc. of Colorado Springs for general contractor of the 
design-build contract for construction of the district’s 
new Station 3. 

The board also approved their recommendation to 
pay off the existing lease purchase agreements on its cur-
rent primary Rosenbauer pumper to be able to purchase 
additional Rosenbauer pumper and aerial trucks from 
Max Fire Apparatus in Castle Rock using specially dis-
counted federal loans. The total cost for the station and 
new apparatus will be about $2.5 million. 

Wescott previously purchased a pumper apparatus 
from Max Fire. Max Fire also provides maintenance ser-
vice to Wescott. 

The new station will be built on a five-acre lot on 
the southeast corner of the intersection of Highway 83 
and Stagecoach Road that was offered as a donation 
to Wescott last August by David Wismer, owner of the 
Shamrock Ranch property to the east. Wescott will 
be paying some of the costs for replatting the 35-acre 
lot on the western boundary of Shamrock Ranch that 
Wismer has subdivided from the rest of the Shamrock 
property. However, no formal steps have been taken as 
yet to complete the required re-plat. When the parcel is 
re-platted, Wismer will formally donate the five-acre lot. 
The five-acre lot is currently being leased by Wescott 
in the interim. For more details on this donation, see 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v9n9.htm#dwfpd and 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v9n11.htm#dwfpd.

The board also reviewed the second draft of its 
wildfire protection plan that was presented by consultant 
forester Keith Worley. Worley has also consulted with 
the Palmer Lake Town Council on its separate wildfire 
protection plan. 

The meeting started with a one-hour executive ses-
sion to hear legal advice on negotiations from the district’s 
attorney, Tim Schutz. Director Dennis Feltz was absent. 

Station 3 contractor approved
Secretary Greg Gent and Treasurer Joyce Hartung led a 
very brief discussion on awarding a design-build contract 
to construct Station 3. They also discussed other financ-
ing options to proactively position the district in case 
Amendment 101 and Propositions 60 and 61 are passed 
in the November 2010 election. Many special districts are 
restructuring their financial portfolios to avoid potential 
problems regarding this legislation. The discussion ad-
dressed options that are available from Wells Fargo Bank 
for financing additional new apparatus. One option is 
using new federal Buy America Bonds that offer a 35 
percent interest rate discount for purchasing new equip-
ment. Some options included paying off the remainder of 
the current lease purchase agreement with Wells Fargo 
for the primary Rosenbauer pumper in Station 1 on Gle-
neagle Drive. 

Gent said he and the staff recommended that the 
district award a design-build contract to Colarelli Con-
struction Inc. A total of 13 construction firms submitted 
formal proposals. Hartung and the chiefs formally en-
dorsed Gent’s recommendation. The board unanimously 

approved a motion to award the contract to Colarelli. 
Marshall and Gent suggested that the board approve 

paying off the existing loan with Wells Fargo because ex-
isting loans may not be refinanced with Build American 
Bonds. The fourth annual payment of about $55,000 to 
Wells Fargo is due on July 15. 

Director Harland Baker led a lengthy discussion on 
whether the 2010 budget would have to be amended to pay 
off this loan’s balance of about $155,000 for a total pay-
ment of about $210,000. He asked the staff to determine 
how much interest could be saved on the existing lease 
purchase agreement if the payoff is completed by July 15. 
The consensus of the board was to meet again to discuss 
the amount of additional interest that might be charged 
by Wells Fargo if the full payoff is not completed by July 
15. There is $300,000 in the new equipment line in the 
2010 budget, which also covers all other equipment to be 
purchased through the end of this year. 

Burns presented a proposal to purchase a Type 3 
Rosenbauer pumper that is narrower, not as tall, and has 
a shorter wheelbase than a standard “full size” Type 1 
pumper. This type of pumper would be advantageous 
in the rural heavily wooded areas with long narrow 
driveways that surround the new Station 3. This smaller 
pumper would be assigned to Station 3 upon its comple-
tion along with the district’s tender and one of its brush 
trucks, which are designed for grassland fires rather than 
dense forested areas. The base price of this custom-built 
truck is $251,713. Discounts are available for prepayment 
of the chassis. The first payment would be made in 2012, 
a year after it was delivered. 

Burns also noted that a Type 3 pumper would be a 
better match for the types of out-of-state wildfires that 
Wescott would like to help fight. Also, the federal pay-
ments to the department for use of this type of pumper 
would be significantly higher than those for the brush 
trucks that the district has deployed in previous wildfire 
seasons, perhaps high enough to pay for the annual lease 
purchase payments. 

Burns also presented a proposal to purchase a Rosen-
bauer 75-foot aerial truck that is a demonstration model 
the company is currently using for fire vehicle shows and 
firefighter conventions. Burns noted that there are now 
70 buildings of three stories or more in the district’s area 
of responsibility that are too tall for Wescott’s primary 
pumper to properly service and 10 buildings that are at 
least five stories. It would be assigned to Station 1 on Gle-
neagle Drive. The truck has a small enough footprint to 
fit in tighter commercial, strip mall, and apartment areas. 
(See photo of this aerial apparatus provided by Max Fire 
on page x.)

Burns noted that this showpiece aerial truck would 
cost about $534,000. A similarly equipped custom-built 
truck would cost about $775,000 and would require about 
nine months to plan and another nine months to build. 
The aerial would have the same warranty as a custom-
built new apparatus. As a prior customer of Rosenbauer 
and Max Fire, Wescott would receive several discounts 
totaling about $7,000, making the purchase of both 
trucks at the same time even more financially attractive. 
The total price for both engines is less than the cost of a 
custom-built aerial that Rosenbauer proposed to Wescott 
two years ago. The initial outlay in 2010 would be about 
$250,000, with the remainder financed by federal Build 
America bonds. 

Board President Scott Campbell noted to the other 
directors, “Did anyone think we would build a new sta-
tion and not put anything in it?” After further discussion, 
the board unanimously approved a motion to obtain dis-
counted federal Build America bond funding from Wells 
Fargo for the new station, the new pumper, and the aerial 
demonstration vehicle with a condition that the staff final-
ize the various loan agreements as proposed. The board 
also approved a condition to postpone until July 28 a 
decision on paying off the existing Wells Fargo lease 
purchase agreement if there is an interest penalty for an 
early payoff. 

Edwards and Burns thanked the board for supporting 
their lengthy planning to match the rapidly changing dis-
trict requirements due to extensive recent development. 

Payroll problem solved
Hartung stated that “Cheryl Marshall did a fantastic job 
with Paychex” in reaching a satisfactory settlement with 
the check writing consultant firm on a $2,200 “Paychex 

Piano Lessons By Becky  
� 37 years of teaching experience 
� Bachelors of Arts in Music 
� King�s Deer area 
� First Lesson is FREE! 

Call 559-3837 

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Bud Gerathy
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Donald Wescott Fire Protection District board, June 23

Board selects contractor and fire trucks for new station
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error” that she said led to an overpay-
ment to three district firefighters in 
2009 through no fault of the employees. 
Paychex will give the district a $2,000 
credit that will be drawn down on future 
invoices until the credit is exhausted. The 
district will absorb the cost of the remain-
ing $200 from the 2010 budget. 

Hartung and Campbell thanked 
Marshall for her successful negotiation. 
Campbell added, “The important thing 
here is that the firefighters did nothing 
wrong. There is nothing that they should 
be held accountable for in my opinion.” 

Hartung noted that Marshall has 
corrected all the payroll errors that oc-
curred in 2009 and 2010, has re-run all 
the general ledger accounts, and has im-
plemented new procedure with Paychex 
to ensure improved payroll accuracy in 
the future. 

These errors occurred after for-
mer board Treasurer Feltz transferred 
payroll responsibility from Marshall to 
a consultant bookkeeper and obtained 
board approval to initiate the Paychex 
contract. Marshall conducted the nego-
tiation after Hartung was elected in May 
and unanimously elected to the treasurer 
position. For more details on the history 
of the problems that Marshall solved 
in a few weeks after being reassigned 
as the district’s liaison to Paychex, 
see www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v 9 n 1 1 . h t m # d w f p d , 
w w w . o u r c o m m u n i t y n e w s . o r g /
v10n2.htm#dwfpd, and www. ourcom-
munitynews. org/v10n3.htm#dwfpd.

Wildfire Protection Plan 
nearing completion 

Consultant forester Worley gave a slide 
presentation on the development of the 

department’s wildfire protection plan over 
the past 18 months to prepare district resi-
dents for wildfire mitigation and become 
eligible for federal grants. He noted that 
the final completion of the plan will also 
enable district property owners to claim a 
50 percent tax deduction of up to $2,500 
on the first $5,000 they spend on wildfire 
mitigation. 

Worley also listed partnerships the 
district has developed with the Air Force 
Academy’s natural resource department, 

the county Parks Department, county 
Fire Marshal Jim Reid, the State Forest 
Service, NEPCO (the regional associa-
tion of homeowner associations), and the 
Donala and Academy Water and Sanita-
tion Districts. 

Worley noted that Pleasantview Es-
tates is one of the more challenging areas 
to plan for due to its housing density and 
narrow streets. Sun Hills and the Roller 
Coaster Road areas have lower fuel vol-
umes, though they do have long driveways 

that make it more difficult for apparatus 
to reach homes. Gleneagle residents may 
not be aware they have a “pretty complex 
problem” due to large landscaping areas 
that Worley called “jackpots of fuel” in-
termixed with a high percentage of shake 
roof homes that may lead to “home to 
home” ignition in a wildfire situation. 

Worley also discussed specific prob-
lems in other neighborhoods that Wescott 
is responsible for in northwest Colorado 
Springs that had been part of the district 
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Valid thru 7/1/10 thru 7/31/10

*With any purchase

(coupon valid at Monument Store only)

Bring Your Own Bag

(one coupon - per customer - per visit)
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Join with Natural Grocers to reduce, reuse, and recycle.
Please bring and reuse your own bags to carry your purchases.

Reusable totes available for sale.
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Saturday, July 24th, 10:00 AM

Cooking with Herbs
& Edible Flowers

Natural Grocers by Vitamin Cottage at Monument
655 Highway 105, Monument CO 80132

FREE SEMINAR

Reservations not necessary.
Additional free seminar listings at

www.NaturalSpeakers.com
Questions? Call Pat at 303-986-4600 x118

Presented by
JoAnne Coons, AAS, BAS, MS

JoAnne Coons� contagious passion for 
gardening continues as she teaches how to 
grow and use fresh herbs and edible flowers 
for mouth-watering, nutritious meals. You�re 
invited to sample a taste of how delicious 
these natural delights can be.
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when it was created but were 
subsequently annexed by the city 

over the past 35 years. 
Plans have already been 

developed to define firefighter 
safety zones as well as civilian 
staging areas at the School Dis-
trict 20 Discovery Canyon cam-
pus, commercial areas, the en-
trance of Fox Run Park on Stella 
Drive, and New Life and Family 
of Christ Churches. Wescott is 
still developing escape plans 
for each part of the district that 
differ depending on alternative 
emergency situations. 

When the plan is finalized 
and adopted, more informa-
tion will be available through 
the district website, http:
//www.wescottfire.org/, and the 

State Forest Service website. 
OCN will publish the press 
release and a link to the plan 
when Wescott’s final docu-
ment is approved. 

If you are unsure if your 
home is in the wildland inter-
face, please call Station 1 for 
assistance. The district also 
offers home and property in-
spections at no cost. To sched-
ule an inspection, contact the 
on-duty officer at 488-8680. 

Treasurer’s report
President Campbell noted to 
the new board members, Har-
tung and Baker, that “Cheryl 
(Marshall) and the chiefs had 
restructured the entire budget 
completely to make sure that 
as unexpected things occur, 
we could cover them or re-
quest an alteration to the bud-
get to cover them.” He added 

that the board has an improved 
method for making decisions on 
recommended amendments to 
the budget. 

Treasurer Hartung noted 
that 40 percent of the 2010 bud-
get had been spent through the 
end of May. She added that a 
final draft of the 2009 audit and 
2009 budget will be presented at 
the next regular board meeting 
on July 28. Marshall answered 
technical questions on how 
things are being recorded in the 
new format. 

Chief’s report
Edwards noted that a four-man 
Wescott firefighting team had 
been deployed on June 21 to help 
fight the ongoing wildfire in Can-
on City near the Royal Gorge. He 
expected the district’s participa-
tion to last a total of seven days. 
There were 92 calls in May for 
a total of 523 this year, down 4 
percent from 2009. There were 
no injuries. AMR had 41 ambu-
lance calls within the district and 
26 out of the district. 

Wescott will again be 
participating in the Monument 
holiday parade on July 3. There 
will be hot dogs and hamburgers 
for the families of all members 
of the district and board after the 
parade. The district will send a 
brush truck to support the fire-
works display in Palmer Lake 
on July 4. 

Edwards noted that the 
district would participate in the 

Eighth Annual Firefighter Chili 
Cookoff in Colorado Springs on 
June 25 that benefits the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Association. “We 
did take a trophy last year,” he 
said. “We and the fire service 
have been a proud sponsor of 
MDA for many many years.” 

Edwards announced that 
Wescott had won three banners 
at the annual Air Force Academy 
Firefighter Challenge competi-
tion on June 19. The members 
who qualified for the national 
competition in Myrtle Beach, 
S.C., are Scott Ridings, Curt Le-
onhardt, Shannon Balvanz, John 
Urban, and Mike Forsyth. They 
will be raising money by events 
like car washes and seeking 
corporate sponsors to finance 
the estimated $15,000 for their 
air fares, hotels, and transporta-
tion of all the firefighting equip-
ment they would use in each 
contest. Edwards added that the 
budgeted cost for 14 Wescott 
firefighters to participate in the 
Air Force Academy competition 
was $1,000 from the morale and 
welfare budget line. 

The meeting adjourned at 
10:10 p.m. 

**********
The next meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m. on July 28 in the Sta-
tion 1 conference room, 15415 
Gleneagle Drive. Meetings are 
normally held on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month. Infor-
mation: 488-8680. ■

NDT is proud to continue our driver education classes through the District #38 Learning Points program. 

Upcoming classes include:
Palmer Ridge H.S.
Tue/Wed/Thur July 13th - 15th and 20th -22nd 
9AM-3PM  each day

Tuition is $129.00 and includes textbooks and a program CD-Rom. 

Students may enroll through D#38’s Learning Points website at www.Lewis-Palmer.org
by selecting “Community Schools” and searching under high school programs.

Additional information is available from National Driver Training.
Be sure to mention Learning Points when you call NDT at 266-4700. 

Don’t get carried away by the competition.

NDT’s program is the only driver education class given on campus at either 
Lewis-Palmer High School or Palmer Ridge High School.

National Driver Training “Creating Safe Drivers For Life”       266-4700 www.NationalDriverTraining.com

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 801321860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School

 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

(719) 488-3737
www.hamulaorthodontics.com

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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• Complimentary Exams

• Clear Braces, Invisalign & 
Self Ligating Brackets

• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & 
Adults

• Extended Office Hours

• Flexible Payment Plans

Middle & High School 
Singers & Pianists: 

Continue your vocal and piano 
training in a group setting at 

$10 per hour. 
New Group Classes Forming
Fall classes begin August 11

Wednesdays 4:30-5:30 pm at  
216 Jefferson St. in Monument 

(719) 235-1646
sarahgrohcorrea@gmail.com Sarah Groh Correa 
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Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District board, June 23

Board passes resolution 
against ballot issues

Defensible space and Firewise annual checklist
By Keith Worley
• Trees and shrubs are properly thinned 

and pruned within the defensible 
space. 

• Slash from thinning is disposed of.
• Roof and gutters are clear of debris.
• Branches overhanging the roof and 

chimney are removed.
• Chimney screens are in place and in 

good condition.
• Firewood piles are stacked well 

away from all structure (30 feet 
recommended).

• Grass and weeds are mowed to a low 
height (a maximum of 6 inches high).

• An outdoor water supply is available 
complete with hose and nozzle that 
can reach all parts of the house.

• Fire extinguishers are checked and in 
working condition.

• The driveway is wide enough. The 
clearance of trees and branches is 

adequate for fire and emergency 
equipment. (Check with your local 
fire department.)

• Road signs, your name, and house 
number are posted and easily visible.

• Easy access to a storage area with 
rakes, hoes, axes and shovels for use 
in case of fire.

• You have practiced family fire drills 
and your fire evacuation plan.

• Your escape routes, meeting points 
and other details are known and 
understood by all family members.

• Attic, roof, eaves, and foundation 
vents are screened and in good 
condition. Stilt foundations and decks 
are enclosed, screened, or walled up.

• Trash and debris accumulations are 
removed from the defensible space.

• Post a checklist for fire safety needs 
inside the home. This is available 
from your local fire department.

Remember, it is up to you to create your 
defensible space. This zone around your 
home may give limited firefighting re-
sources a safer and better chance of pro-
tecting your home. Additional Firewise in-
formation is available at the Colorado State 
Forest Service (www.csfs.colostate.edu) 
and Colorado State University Extension 
(www.ext.colostate.edu) websites. 

I recommend that everyone who lives 

in a wildfire prone area like ours view the 
“Melody Lane Fire” on www.youtube.com. 
This incredible video, in which five homes 
were lost, shows how quickly vegetation 
around a home can ignite a structure.

Keith Worley is an ISA-certified arbor-
ist and forester in Larkspur.  E-mail: 

forestreedev@aol.com

By Bernard L. Minetti
At the June 23 meeting of the Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Protection District, Board 
President Charlie Pocock read into the 
record a proposed resolution that would 
demonstrate the district’s resolve against 
Proposition 101 and Amendments 60 and 
61 on the November statewide ballot. 

In officially opposing the ballot is-
sues, the board said the measures “would 
significantly damage Colorado’s special 
districts, state and local governments 
from funding their most basic level of 
services related to safety, water, sanita-
tion, fire protection, education, hospitals, 
rural health care, and transportation,” the 
resolution states.

Amendments 60 and 61 “would slash 
at least $1 billion annually in state taxes, 
cutting in half the property tax dollars 
schools currently receive,” it says

The resolution added that the Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District “is concerned about the 
impact these three measures will 
have on our ability to work effec-
tively with other local governments 
in the form of intergovernmental 
agreements.”

Following the reading, second-
ing and discussion, the resolution 
was passed unanimously.

Budget update
Treasurer John Hildebrandt re-
ported on the April budget figures, 
noting that the year-to-date num-
bers represent 41.66 percent of the 
annual budget. He said that bud-
getary property tax revenue was 
$1,861,007 or 57.84 percent of the 
annual revenue. Specific Owner-
ship Taxes (auto registrations, etc.) 
received were only 38.40 percent 
($123,291) of the annual budgeted 
total of $321,029. Ambulance rev-
enues were $210,715 or 45.81 
percent of the expected income. 
He remarked that this was excel-
lent, since ambulance revenues 
were usually behind the expected 
income. The total expenses for the 
district to date (through May) were 

$1,577,869 or 40.16 percent of the bud-
geted $3,929,128 annual amount.

Chief Robert Denboske presented the 
board with the results of requested pro-
posals from Integrity Bank, Vectra Bank, 
First National Bank, Wells Fargo Bank, 
and Peoples Bank to handle district funds. 
Wells Fargo did not submit a proposal. 
The board discussed the information pre-
sented and voted to accept Vectra Bank’s 
proposal, since it contained the highest 
interest rates and the lowest fees overall.

**********
The next Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District board meeting will be 
held on Wednesday, July 28, at 7 p.m. at 
Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Highway 105 
west of Monument near the bowling alley. 
For further information regarding this 
meeting, contact Jennifer Martin at 719-
484-0911. ■ 

THANK YOU! 
To all the men and women of our military 

who have served and continue to serve our Country! 

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY

TO OUR TRI-LAKES COMMUNITY!

State Representative Amy Stephens (R) 
House District 20-Northern El Paso County 

www.AmyStephens4HD20.com 
Join our Facebook & Constant Contact updates

� House Minority 
Caucus Chairman 

� Business Affairs 
Committee 

� Legislative Council

Bold Leadership - Conservative Values 
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Woodmoor Water and Sanitation Board of Directors, June 14

Repaving set for White Fawn and Deer Creek 

Guitar
Lessons

All Ages • All Levels • All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious 
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 20 years’ 

Teaching Experience 

Call Mike at 487-8435

Left: At the PPRWA 
meeting June 16. (L to 
R) Tim Feehan, CWCB 
section chief; Jennifer 
Gimbel, CWCB executive 
director; Larry Bishop, 
manager of the Woodman 
Hills Metropolitan District;  
Rich Landreth, Monument’s 
Public Works Director; 
Kip Peterson, manager of 
the Cherokee district and 
president of the PPRWA. 
Photo by John Heiser.

By Harriet Halbig
Randy Gillette, assistant manager of the Woodmoor Wa-
ter and Sanitation District, reported at the board’s June 
14 meeting that repaving of Deer Creek and White Fawn 
Drive would be complete during the following week. The 
condition of the roadways had been deteriorating for sev-
eral months following a sewer project completed late last 
year.

Gillette said that he regretted the inconvenience 
caused to residents of the neighborhood during the 
months when the ground was frozen and repairs could not 
be completed.

District Manager Jessie Shaffer reported that the 
Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority (PPRWA) has not 
yet paid to become a member the Colorado/Wyoming 
water coalition. He said that a feasibility study is still un-
derway by the authority, and it is asking member entities 
for growth projections and information on reuse and con-
servation activities. He said that the study would probably 
require 12 to 18 months to complete.

Shaffer also reported that the PPRWA will attempt 
to speak with several political candidates during August 
to familiarize them with the activities and goals of the 
authority.

Shaffer also reported that the El Paso County Water 
Authority continues to be useful primarily as the admin-
istrator of the transit loss model. He said that it costs 
Woodmoor Water about $2,500 annually to belong to 
the authority and that its value is primarily in terms of 
networking and the use of the model. The authority works 
with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and Colorado 
Springs Utilities. He was uncertain whether the district 
would need an individual contract with USGS if it were 
to withdraw its membership. There has been some discus-
sion of a merger of the El Paso County Water Authority 
and the PPRWA.

District continues to use lake water
In his operations report, Gillette said that the district 
continues to use surface water, lowering the lake by about 
a foot. He said that some water has been sent to the golf 

course and that all facilities have been inspected. He said 
that spraying for noxious weeds around district facilities 
has been completed. There is no new construction in the 
district.

Shaffer requested that the midyear budget review be 
held at the August board meeting. 

Shaffer also reported that the supplemental water 
agreement with WED LLC has been terminated. Attor-
ney Erin Smith said that WED was required to pay an an-
nual fee to retain its right to additional water supplies, but 
it defaulted on its 2010 payment. Her office made several 
attempts to contact WED and has received no response. 
The board voted to terminate the contract. The original 
intention of WED was to build patio homes on the prop-
erty, located on the south side of Highway 105.

*********
The Board of Directors of the Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District meets on the second Thursday of each 
month in the conference room at 1855 Woodmoor Drive 
in Monument at 1 p.m. For information, call 488-2525. ■

Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, June 16

Executive director of the Colorado Water 
Conservation Board meets with PPRWA

By John Heiser
At the June 16 regular monthly meeting of the Pikes Peak 
Regional Water Authority (PPRWA), the authority mem-
bers met with Jennifer Gimbel, executive director of the 
Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB). 

The members of the PPRWA are the Cherokee Met-
ropolitan District, the City of Fountain, the Donala Water 
and Sanitation District, the Town of Monument, the Town 
of Palmer Lake, the Triview Metropolitan District, the 
Woodmen Hills Metropolitan District, and the Wood-

moor Water and Sanitation District. 
Background on the CWCB

Founded in 1937, the CWCB’s mission is “To Conserve, 
Develop, Protect and Manage Colorado’s Water for Pres-
ent and Future Generations.” With a staff of more than 
40, the CWCB is involved in many aspects of water in 
Colorado, including water project planning and finance, 
stream and lake protection, flood hazard identification 
and mitigation, weather modification, river restoration, 
water conservation and drought planning, water informa-
tion, and water supply protection.

The CWCB works with local water providers, such 
as those in the PPRWA, to plan for future water require-
ments, fund water infrastructure projects, and improve 
conservation and drought preparedness practices. 

The CWCB’s board of directors consists of 10 voting 
members, each appointed by the governor to three-year 
terms and confirmed by the state Senate. Voting members 
consist of the executive director of the Colorado Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and representatives from each 
of the eight major river basins in the state and the city and 
county of Denver.

According to information on its Web site (http:
//cwcb.state.co.us), the CWCB has an $8.2 million budget 
and does not receive any funding from the state’s general 
fund. 

Gimbel is the ninth executive director. In 2008, she 
succeeded Rod Kuharich, who held the position starting 
in 2000.

Tim Feehan, CWCB section chief for water sup-
ply planning and finance, accompanied Gimbel at the 
PPRWA meeting. Gimbel described him as “the one who 
gives out the loans.”

CWCB faces difficulties 
funding water projects

Gimbel described the CWCB’s two funds, both of which 

are revolving funds. 
She said, “The construction fund is what our agency 

works off of. It is what helps us do all the other programs: 
flood response, in-stream flow, compact protection, data 
information, water conservation and drought planning.” 
The construction fund receives some federal mineral 
lease monies each year, but “most of our income comes 
from repayment of loans and interest off those loans.”

The other fund is the severance tax perpetual base 
fund that is purely for loans for water projects.

Gimbel noted, “In the past two years, between those 
funds, we had $120 million taken by the Legislature to 
help balance the budget. That is $120 million we’ll never 
see again, that will not go to water projects. All but $10 
million came from the severance tax fund, so that doesn’t 
immediately affect our programs.” 

According to Gimbel, the situation this year got to 
the point that it was proposed that her operating funds be 
cut to $70,000 as of July 1. She added, “We were able to 
take more money from the perpetual base fund and still 
have the operating money I needed.” 

She added, “Right now, we have about $35 million 
available for loans, and we may have about $20 million in 
the perpetual base fund.” She added that it will be much 
tougher when the federal stimulus funds stop in a year 
or so.

She encouraged the PPRWA members to stay in-
formed and talk with the legislators. She also recom-
mended using partnerships to leverage the available 
funds.

Colorado River Water Availability Study 
conclusions are controversial

Gimbel noted that the CWCB recently released a draft of 
its Colorado River Water Availability study and is seek-
ing comments.

(Continued on page 12)
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Dana Duthie, general man-
ager of the Donala district, ob-
served that the report’s conclu-
sion that 0 to 900,000 acre-feet 
per year of water are available 
is not helpful for those trying 
to plan projects. An acre-foot is 
326,851 gallons.

Gimbel replied that the 
scientists involved in the study 
said the conclusions needed to 
show the full range of possibili-
ties based on a variety of climate 
change models. However, she 
said, “It is not the position of the 
state of Colorado that there might 
be zero. Zero is based on drastic 
assumptions and worst-case sce-
narios.” She added, “Even zero 
doesn’t mean we’re done.” By 
constructing additional storage, 
excess water in wet years can 
offset shortages in dry years. 

She also encouraged conser-

vation and water reuse projects. 
She noted that storage of water 
in the aquifers is promising but 
faces water rights administration 
hurdles.

She noted that the CWCB’s 
role is to provide information 
and some analysis and let the wa-
ter providers decide what to do.

In response to frustration ex-
pressed regarding the PPRWA’s 
recently withdrawn conserva-
tion plan grant proposal that was 
stalled in her agency for the past 
two years, Gimbel said the man-
ager in that part of the agency 
has only had two staff members 
when she was supposed to have 
five. She noted that the staffing 
has now been increased to four.

Gimbel thanked the PPRWA 
for the opportunity to meet with 
them and for their comments 
and suggestions. The PPRWA 

members thanked Gimbel for 
coming.

Consolidation of 
water authorities 
recommended

Gary Barber, PPRWA manager, 
distributed a draft report titled 
“The Future of the PPRWA.” 
In it, he recommended that the 
PPRWA be consolidated with 
the El Paso County Water Au-
thority (EPCWA) and the joint 
entity take over administration 
of the Transit Loss Model cur-
rently being administered by the 
EPCWA. 

He said the combined entity 
should become a public policy 
think-tank on water resource is-
sues and a voice for collaborative 
solutions.

He said subgroups should be 
formed on significant projects: 
common infrastructure in the 
north, groundwater and aquifer 
storage in the east, and capture 
of return flows, use and reuse, 
and brine disposal in the south.

He said the combined en-
tity should regularly review 
renewable water possibilities 
and develop an alternative to 
using Colorado Springs Utili-
ties’ (CSU) Southern Delivery 
System in the event that project 
is delayed.

The group decided to 
broach the subject with El Paso 
County, Widefield, Security, 
and the Forest Lakes Metropoli-
tan District to see if they would 
support consolidation of the two 
authorities.

Super Ditch term 
sheet approved

The Super Ditch Co. was formed 
in 2007 as a way for agricultural 
water rights owners to temporar-
ily fallow agricultural lands on a 
rotating basis and lease the asso-
ciated water rights to other users. 
This is an alternative to the tra-
ditional “buy and dry” method 
under which municipalities and 
others purchase agricultural 
land in order to obtain the as-
sociated water rights. Using the 
Super Ditch Co. method, farmers 
would continue to own the water 
rights, which would generate a 
continuing income from leases, 

and the lands would be only tem-
porarily dried up.

The Super Ditch Co. consists 
of the Bessemer Ditch, Highline 
Canal Co., Oxford Ditch, Catlin 
Canal, Otero Ditch, Holbrook 
Canal, and Fort Lyon Canal.

Representatives of the 
PPRWA have been in negotia-
tions with the Super Ditch Co. to 
lease water.

Following an executive ses-
sion, the PPRWA approved a 
term sheet already approved by 
the Super Ditch representatives. 
The vote was 5-1 with Jesse 
Shaffer, manager of the Wood-
moor district, opposed. 

The term sheet sets the lease 
rate at $500 per acre-foot for 
8,020 acre-feet per year for up to 
40 years. According to the term 
sheet, the Super Ditch Co. is to 
cover all associated legal and 
engineering expenses and obtain 
all needed approvals and storage 
rights sufficient for delivery of 
the leased water.

The term sheet includes a 
list of contingencies that could 
end the agreement including in-
sufficient number of participants 
in the Super Ditch to provide the 
needed water, failure to obtain 
modifications to the ditch com-
panies’ bylaws needed to allow 
transport of the water out of the 
Lower Arkansas River valley, 
failure to obtain agreement from 
CSU to deliver the water from 
Pueblo Reservoir to PPRWA 
members, and failure to obtain 
acceptable terms for permits and 
storage rights.

Flaming Gorge 
participation hits a snag

At the May 19 PPRWA meeting, 
representatives of Monument, 
Triview, and the Woodmoor dis-
trict formally agreed to partici-
pate in the feasibility study phase 
of the Flaming Gorge project 
through Donala’s membership 
in the Colorado Water Authority. 
The project’s feasibility phase is 
expected to take about a year.

The Colorado Water Author-
ity is a coalition of Colorado wa-
ter providers that is looking into 
bringing water from the Flaming 
Gorge Reservoir in northwestern 

Colorado to the Rueter-Hess 
Reservoir, a 70,000 acre-foot 
facility being constructed three 
miles southwest of downtown 
Parker. 

The current members of 
the Colorado Water Authority 
besides Donala are the Parker 
Water and Sanitation District, 
the South Metro Water Supply 
Authority, the Board of County 
Commissioners of Douglas 
County, and the Town of Castle 
Rock.

The PPRWA decided to con-
duct participation in the Colora-
do Water Authority as a project. 
The costs, in this case $20,000, 
will be split among the partici-
pants. Duthie was designated as 
the PPRWA’s representative, 
with Barber as alternate.

Shaffer said that his district 
would not pay unless his district 
is formally included by modify-
ing the agreement with the Colo-
rado Water Authority.

In response to a request to 
modify the agreement to include 
Monument, Triview, and Wood-
moor, Rod Kuharich of the South 
Metro authority objected to the 
Woodmoor district’s participa-
tion unless it withdraws the let-
ter of interest it sent to Aaron 
Million, an entrepreneur who 
is pursuing a similar competing 
project. 

Shaffer said he is unwill-
ing to withdraw the letter and 
asked Rick Fendel, attorney for 
the PPRWA, to see if a vote of 
Colorado Water Authority mem-
bers could be taken to overrule 
Kuharich’s objection.

Fendel was asked to prepare 
a list of alternative ways to deal 
with the situation. In the mean-
time, the matter was tabled.

**********
The next regular monthly meet-
ing of the PPRWA will be held 
July 21 at 8:30 a.m. at the Chero-
kee Metropolitan District, 6250 
Palmer Park Blvd., Colorado 
Springs. The meetings are nor-
mally held on the third Wednes-
day of each month.

The PPRWA Web site is 
www.pprwa.com.

The CWCB Web site is http:
//cwcb.state.co.us. ■

341 Front Street � Downtown Monument  
(719) 488-2300 � Now Wed.-Sat. 9-5!

Volunteers needed. 
Please call or come in! 

July 8 & July 22 
Red Hot Thursdays 

Everything is 20% OFF!
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Work Out the Rest of 
Summer for Only $50  

(July-August)*
*Valid at participating locations. Joining fee and 
auto-payment registrations required. Valid for 
new customers or those who haven�t  
attended in 6 months or longer.  
Expires 7/31/10. 
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By Jim Kendrick
On June 17, the Monument Sani-
tation District board approved 
the low bid from T. Lowell Con-
struction Co. of Castle Rock that 
was recommended by Ed Meyer 
of engineering consultant firm 
GMS Inc. for construction of two 
prefabricated wastewater grinder 
lift stations and two force mains 
on the southwest border of Wa-
konda Hills. These two lift sta-
tions will transport wastewater 
from houses that cannot be eco-
nomically connected to the grav-
ity collection lines that are being 
installed in the second phase of 
the district’s Wakonda Hills col-
lection system expansion. 

The board also unanimously 
approved the final draft of the 
“clean” 2009 audit prepared by 
Mark Gilmore of accounting 
firm Bauerle and Co. P.C., sub-
ject to correction of any arith-
metic or spelling errors. Gilmore 
noted the year-to-year stability 
of all the line item expenses in 
the district budget. “Overall this 
is a very positive audit. Every-
thing went great.” Gilmore will 
forward the final 2009 audit to 
the state. 

The board also unanimously 
approved the separate 2009 “yel-
low sheet audit” of the Wakonda 
Hills collection system project 
that is being paid for by federal 
“stimulus” funding. Gilmore 
will forward a copy of this sepa-
rate audit to the federal Govern-
ment Accounting Office and to 
the state. 

Director Kristi Schutz was 
absent. 

Wakonda Hills project 
makes progress

Meyer briefed the board on the 
current status of the Wakonda 
Hills project and the lift station 
contract award process. He noted 
that Phase 2 of the project had 
been split into two parts. The 
collection line project is being 
financed by an American Re-
covery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) forgivable loan of $2 
million. 

The El Paso County Health 
Department and the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment had approved the 
site location application in 2009 
as part of the district’s applica-
tion for ARRA funding. Howev-
er, the normal state approval pro-
cess for the lift stations and force 
mains could not be completed 

by EPA’s Feb. 17, 2010, deadline 
for federal stimulus funding as a 
“shovel ready project,” so they 
are being funded by the district’s 
capital fund. 

Meyer noted that the county 
had already approved the site lo-
cation application for the two lift 
stations and force mains. How-
ever, approvals for the site loca-
tion application, the final engi-
neering design, and construction 
had not been received from the 
state Health Department despite 
several calls from GMS and Dis-
trict Manager Mike Wicklund to 
members of the Water Quality 
Control Division Engineering 
Section staff who are still re-
viewing these applications. 

Both lift stations will be in-
stalled in a single El Paso County 
easement along the east side of 

the Santa Fe Trail. The 1.25-inch 
force mains from the lift station 
pumps will run from this county 
easement to a gravity manhole in 
the northwest corner of the va-
cant Zonta parcel that is adjacent 
to Wakonda Hills to the south. 
There will also be three 1-inch 
PVC conduits for electrical pow-
er and supervisory control and 
data acquisition (typically called 
SCADA) wiring that will provide 
automatic control, notification of 
power interruption or pumping 
problems to district personnel 
and start-up and transfer to a 
natural gas-powered emergency 
electrical generator. 

The bid opening for the 
eight bids received took place 
on June 15 at GMS in Colorado 
Springs with Wicklund and Jim 
Kendrick, district operations, in 

attendance. Bids ranged from 
T. Lowell’s winning low bid of 
$246,000 to a high of $486,674. 
The engineer’s estimate from 
GMS was $279,642. 

The quoted cost from 
Brannan Construction Co., the 
contractor for the collection line 
system, to connect the gravity 
system it is currently construct-
ing to the end of the force mains 
is $22,425, for a total construc-
tion cost of $271,425. Brannan 
will start this additional con-
nection work by the end of June. 
Meyer also noted that in 2009, 
the district had paid the county 
$12,170 from the district’s capi-
tal fund for the county easement. 
This easement payment will also 
not be paid for by the federal 
ARRA forgivable loan.

Meyer said that Wicklund 

Monument Sanitation District, June 17

Wakonda Hills lift station contract awarded
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had also suggested installing the conduit 
in the same trench with the force mains 
rather than in a separate parallel trench in 
the very hard sandstone in the area. Prior 
to this revision, Brannan’s original quote 
was “more than $29,000.” This single 
trench will be wide enough to allow for 
proper spacing between the conduits to 
ensure that there is no signal interfer-

ence between them. Wicklund had also 
suggested that backup force mains will 
also be installed that could be used in 
the future without further excavation in 
the Santa Fe Trail. They also noted that 
Brannan will use a trencher with carbide 
mining tips that will be faster and cleaner 
than using a back hoe, making it easier 
to backfill the trench with the removed 

material. 
While reviewing his spreadsheet of 

the details of each of the eight bids re-
ceived, Meyer stated that GMS has had a 
positive previous experience with T. Low-
ell on four other projects. “They’re good 
guys,” he said.

T. Lowell contract approved
The board unanimously approved the con-
tract with T. Lowell contingent upon ap-
proval of the site location application and 
the final engineering design by the state 
Health Department. Meyer will forward 
final copies of the contract to the district 
and T. Lowell when the engineering de-
sign approval is received from the state. 
Meyer noted said that GMS expects every 
Colorado ARRA project to be individu-
ally audited by the EPA. 

On June 30, the district received a site 
location approval for the lift station proj-
ect. The district did not receive approval 
for its final engineering design before this 
issue of OCN went to press. 

Wicklund noted that the district’s 
total cash assets would likely drop from 
about $498,000 to under $200,000 after 
the lift station project is completed. It will 
take 10 to 20 years for all the properties 
in Wakonda Hills to connect to the new 
collection system. Property owners with 
properly functioning septic systems will 
not be required by El Paso County to con-
nect to the district system. The county will 
probably begin inspecting failing septic 
systems and require those properties to 
connect to the district collection system. 

The consensus of the board was to 
charge the standard district tap fees for in-
clusion after these projects are completed 
by October. The current tap fee of $5,500 
is designed to provide an incentive for 
Wakonda Hills property owners to join the 
district and solve the long-standing health 
hazard of raw sewage in the development. 
Property owners have had over 10 years 
to request inclusion at rates sharply below 
the current rates.  

Wicklund reported that he and Kend-
rick had attended a June 14 progress meet-
ing on ARRA projects at EPA Region 8 
headquarters in Denver. They provided 
feedback to EPA Assistant Administra-
tor Craig Hooks on how well the ARRA 
funded portion of the Wakonda Hills proj-
ect had gone to date.  

JUC update
In other matters, Wicklund reported on the 
June 8 meeting of the Joint Use Committee 
(JUC) for the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility. Assistant District Manager 
Randy Gillette of Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District noted that many of 
Woodmoor’s service and collection lines 
have been punctured by directional drill-
ers installing other underground utilities 
such as cable or gas lines. 

This damage was discovered by TV 
camera inspection of district infrastruc-
ture to determine the cause of higher 
than expected amounts of groundwater 
infiltration, which has significantly in-
creased the total amount of Woodmoor 
wastewater that the Tri-Lakes facility has 
to process. This infiltration of groundwa-
ter substantially increases operating costs 
at the facility and the amount Woodmoor 
property owners must pay for treatment of 
their district’s wastewater. 

Wicklund has considered ways to 
reduce damage by directional drilling. 
Recently he has required open trench 
installations of other utilities to preclude 
further directional drilling damage to dis-
trict infrastructure. 

Wicklund noted that Monument’s 
program of lining its older vitreous clay 
collection lines with Insituform cured 
in-place material has eliminated enough 
infiltration of groundwater to offset the 
increase in wastewater from new con-
struction over the years. While the volume 
of Monument wastewater is essentially 
unchanged over the past decade, it is much 
stronger in waste content than that of the 
Woodmoor and Palmer Lake Sanitation 
Districts, which are being diluted by a 
much higher percentage of groundwater. 

Wicklund noted that infiltration also 
results in Woodmoor and Palmer Lake 
having lower apparent concentrations of 
copper than Monument. The amount of 
copper per household is probably com-
parable for the three districts, though 
Monument’s overall wastewater copper 
concentrations are higher. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.
**********

The next meeting is at 7 p.m. on July 15 in 
the district conference room, 130 Second 
St. Meetings are normally held at 7 p.m. 
on the third Thursday of the month. Infor-
mation: 481-4886. ■
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Monument Ride Center 
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366B Second St,  Monument  

on the Santa Fe Trail 

Bike Rentals - GPS Trail Companions - Pre-Ride Necessities 

On-Bike Skill Classes - Social Rides 

Call Tim Watkins, the Ride Center host, for suggested routes, 
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Hours: Sat. & Sun. 10-6; Mon., Thu. & Fri., 11-7 

FREE!
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By John Heiser
At the June 24 regular monthly meeting of 
the Donala Water and Sanitation District 
Board of Directors, Dana Duthie, Dona-
la’s general manager, reported on plans 
for a workshop on water issues to be held 
July 7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Gle-
neagle Golf Course Clubhouse. This will 
be a public meeting. Anyone interested in 
attending should call the district office at 
488-3603.

At the workshop, the district’s law-
yers and engineering consultants will 
discuss the
• Latest on the Willow Creek Ranch 

water court case,
• Status of the Flaming Gorge Project 

feasibility study,
• Progress in negotiations on obtaining 

access to Super Ditch water,
• Viability of storing water in the 

aquifers,
• Prospects for indirect potable reuse of 

wastewater effluent,
• Latest on potential changes in 

wastewater effluent standards,
• Options for connecting to the Colorado 

Springs Utilities infrastructure at 
Northgate Road,

• Options for financing the planned 
infrastructure projects.

Customer assistance program 
The district has initiated a customer as-
sistance program in conjunction with 
Tri-Lakes Cares to help Donala customers 
in financial hardship, unable to pay their 
water and sewer bills. 

The Donala Customer Assistance 
Program (DCAP) will be funded from 
Donala customers who approve a dona-
tion of 50 cents to $1 per month on their 
monthly water bills. Participation is vol-
untary and can be canceled by the donor 
at any time.

Applications for assistance can be 
picked up at the Donala office at 15850 
Holbein Dr. in Gleneagle or at Tri-Lakes 
Cares (TLC) in Monument. 

Donala will provide account history 
and TLC will determine assistance eligi-
bility. 

For more information, call 488-3603.
Other matters

• The district’s auditor, Tom Sistare 
of Hoelting and Co., reported that 
the district received an unqualified 
opinion, the highest rating given.

• During the three months from March 

1 through May 31, the district’s $3.753 
million in investments managed by 
Davidson Fixed Income Management 
showed a yield of 0.30 percent, 
achieving a goal of beating the 
Colotrust Plus fund, which yielded 
0.10 percent during the same period. 
The weighted average maturity of the 
district’s investments is 6.4 months.

• Duthie reported that those opposing 
the district’s Willow Creek Ranch 
water court case will be hosted at the 
ranch on July 26 and Aug. 8.

• Duthie reported on the June 16 

meeting of the Pikes Peak Regional 
Water Authority. See article on page 
10 

• The board unanimously approved 
signing effluent leases with Fremont 
Paving and Ready Mix, which is 
operating in Stonewall Springs. 
Donala and the Triview Metropolitan 
District are jointly entering into the 
leases with Fremont. The leases cover 
40 to 215 acre-feet of water per year 
and pay $500 per acre-foot. An acre-
foot is 326,851 gallons.

Following the public meeting, the board 

went into executive session to discuss per-
sonnel and negotiation issues.

**********
The Donala board will hold its next regular 
meeting on Aug. 19, 1:30 p.m. at the Dona-
la office, 15850 Holbein Drive. Meetings 
are normally held on the third Thursday of 
each month. The meeting regularly sched-
uled for July 15 was canceled.

The workshop on water issues will be 
held July 7, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Glenea-
gle Golf Course Club House, 345 Mission 
Hills Way. Those interested in attending 
should call the district office at 488-3603.

24 
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By Jim Kendrick
Shawn and Mary Morris, owners 
of the La Casa Fiesta Restaurant, 
230 Front St., were presented the 
third Jim Moore Achievement 
Award for Excellence in Preserv-
ing and Enhancing Downtown 
Monument by Mayor Travis 
Easton at the June 7 Monument 
Board of Trustees meeting. 

Town Manager Cathy Green 
gave a slide show presentation 
on the Morrises’ several im-
provements to “this anchor to 
downtown Monument” and the 
sponsorship of the award by the 
Historic Monument Merchants 
Association. Easton also con-
gratulated them for their con-
tributions as he presented them 
with a plaque. Morris replied, 
“It’s nice to get recognized for all 
the hard work and all the things 
we would have done anyway. 
This is awfully nice of you, and 
we appreciate it.” 

Green and Rich Landreth, 
director of Public Works, gave a 
lengthy presentation on the Water 
Infrastructure Planning Study to 
help the new trustees understand 
ground and renewable water is-
sues facing the board. 

All the trustees attended the 
meeting. 

Police lieutenant 
position created

The board unanimously ap-

proved a resolution proposed 
by Monument Police Chief Jake 
Shirk to create a new classifica-
tion for a lieutenant to be second 
in command. This is an upgrade 
of one of the department’s three 
sergeant positions, so the number 
of police officer positions will re-
main the same. Shirk and Easton 
noted that this creates a more 
natural hierarchy and pay pro-
gression within the department. 
The lieutenant will act as the 
chief during the chief’s absence. 

Shirk detailed the additional 
duties and pay relating to the 
lieutenant position. He noted 
that the sergeant who would be 
promoted to this position will 
actually be losing money despite 
the $5,000 basic salary increase 
due to the loss of overtime. 

Board invited to 
rodeo events

Several speakers gave a spirited 
presentation on this year’s an-
nual Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo 
Week. 

John Scabo, representing 
the Rocky Mountain Range Rid-
ers, introduced all members of 
the group’s leadership who were 
in attendance. He gave a short 
history of the Pikes Peak Range 
Ride. The Kick-off Street Break-
fast is held in downtown Colora-
do Springs on June 23 at 5:30 to 
9 a.m. at the corner of Pikes Peak 

and Tejon in downtown Colo-
rado Springs. The breakfast is 
organized by the city, Colorado 
Springs Sertoma, and Fort Car-
son to serve about 8,500 people. 
The Ride begins at 8 a.m. when 
160 riders ride off on horseback 
for a five-day trip. The 62nd Ride 
is being held to support the Pikes 
Peak or Bust Rodeo and to honor 
and perpetuate the Western heri-
tage of our region. All proceeds 
from the breakfast go to benefit 
military charities. For more in-
formation, see: www.pikespeak
rangeriders.net.

Rick Powell, the 2010 rodeo 
president, discussed the history 
of all the rodeo events and the 
70th Pikes Peak or Bust Rodeo 
Parade that will be held on Tues-
day, July 13 at 6:30 p.m. in down-
town Colorado Springs. He also 
explained how the military and 
local community benefits from 
the event and invited the board 
and staff to attend the Kick-off 
Breakfast and rodeo. 

Jessica Green and Dana 
Jenkins, 2010 Girls of the West, 
gave an entertaining promotional 
presentation that listed the sig-
nificance and special features of 
all the various activities, events, 
and locations that comprise this 
weeklong celebration. See http:
//www.coloradospringsrodeo.co
m/ for a complete schedule with 

prices for the various events. 
The board unanimously ap-

proved a request from event co-
ordinator Rick Nasby for a reso-
lution for the Tri-Lakes Chamber 
of Commerce’s annual Fourth of 
July Street Fair on Second Street 
and in Limbach Park on Satur-
day, July 3. 

The board unanimously con-
tinued a scheduled hearing on a 
preliminary/final plat for Filing 
19 of the Monument Marketplace 
until June 21 at the request of the 
applicant landowner. 

Liquor license actions 
approved

The board approved a change of 
premises request for the Monu-
ment Liquor Mart in the Monu-
ment Marketplace. The large 
building will be subdivided to 
create a space that will be leased 
to a Curves Women’s Fitness 
Center. 

The board also approved 
the annual renewal of five liquor 
licenses:
• Conoco Store/Circle K, 534 

Highway 105
• Tri-Lakes Liquor, 586 

Highway 105
• La Casa Fiesta, 230 Front 

St.
• Cork’N’Bottle Liquor, 351 

Highway 105
• Second Street Art Market, 

366 Second St.
Financial reports

The board approved a payment of 
$30,920 to Landscape Endeavors 
Inc. for Third Street landscaping 
improvements. The remainder of 
the landscaping improvements 
will be installed after the Fourth 
of July parade so that they have a 
better chance for survival. 

The board unanimously ac-
cepted Treasurer Pamela Smith’s 
April financial report. Some of 
the items she discussed were:
• General Fund revenues 

exceed budgeted estimates 
by about $32,000 (0.9 
percent)

• General Fund expenditures 
are about $208,000 (6 
percent) less than projected

• General Fund balance is 

up by about $240,000 (6.9 
percent)

• General Fund sales tax 
revenues are about $37,000 
less (7.3 percent) than 
projected 

• Development Services fees 
are about $24,000 over 
budget (23 percent)

• Water Fund revenues exceed 
estimates by about $8,000 
(0.7 percent)

• Water Fund expenditures 
are about $161,000 (12.6 
percent) less than projected

• Water Fund balance is up by 
$169,000 (13.3 percent)

Staff reports
Town Attorney Gary Shupp re-
ported that the injunction filed 
against the town in the Brodie 
case had been dismissed on May 
20 following a “case manage-
ment conference with the court.” 
Although a trial date was set for 
July 20, Shupp said he did not 
believe the case would proceed 
further. The suit involves an 
alleged property infringement 
at the west end of Third Street. 
The town has offered a quit claim 
deed to Brodie for the contested 
property. 

The board asked Green to 
find out more information on 
the Colorado Rail Authority’s 
request for a $5,000 annual dues 
fee for a town membership. The 
purpose of the authority is to find 
a commercial investor for private 
high speed and commuter rail 
service along the Front Range, 
though the lack of two tracks 
through Monument remains 
a problem for any high speed 
trains. Membership may help 
Monument become one of the 
stops for either type of service. 

Green also reported on sev-
eral problems with the existing 
kiosk vendor license regulations 
that are making it hard to issue 
vendor licenses, regulate opera-
tions, and collect sales tax at the 
three farmers markets in Monu-
ment. 

A new code enforcement of-
ficer has been hired to start work 
on June 14 and will address these 
sales tax collections with the 

Monument Board of Trustees, June 7

Restaurant owners receive Jim Moore Award

Childrens Choice 
77 Third Street, Monument

Call for more information:  488-0884 

Join our Summer 
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Pick your weeks 
Pick your days 
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Above: (L to R) Shawn and Mary Morris receive third Jim 
Moore Achievement Awardfrom Monument Mayor Travis 
Easton. Photo by Jim Kendrick. 
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various vendors. 
Green noted that the pur-

chase of trees from Mountain 
Farmer was on hold due to inves-
tigations by the El Paso County 
Health Department regarding 
dumping raw sewage into Crys-
tal Creek. She said the town 
should be sure “that whoever we 
partner with is legal.” 

Tom Kassawara, director 
of Development Services, re-
ported that the town is issuing 
six to seven building permits per 
month. 

Landreth reported that the 
town staff had taken over all 
Jackson Creek municipal main-
tenance responsibilities that the 
Triview Metropolitan District 
had previously outsourced to 
contractors. Landreth also noted 
that the planned installation of 
the two-room public restroom, 
which was recently purchased 
from Larkspur’s rest area on I-
25, at the north end of Limbach 
Park has been stalled due to a 
documentation problem with 
the Pikes Peak Regional Build-
ing Department that must be 
resolved before the department 
will issue a building permit. 

Shirk reminded the board 
and staff that the Operation 
Overload “active shooter” emer-
gency training exercise would 
take place at Palmer Ridge High 
School on June 16 and 18 with 
over 300 volunteers participat-
ing. In this type of incident, 

responding officers must ad-
dress and engage the shooter as 
quickly as possible to keep the 
loss of human life to a minimum. 
They must then assess the next 
best course of action as part of 
the training exercise.

Shirk also noted that the Po-
lice Department would partici-

pate in a church security seminar 
on June 19 to present concepts 
of congregational and mission-
driven safety and security. Top-
ics included:
• Community Emergency 

Response Teams and 
ministries

• Executive protection 

techniques
• Preparing policies and 

procedures
• Risk and Vulnerability 

Analysis for churches
• Verbal judo for 

congregational disruption 
control 

• Mass crime scene control 

issues—a law enforcement 
view

• Crime prevention through 
environmental design

• Panel discussion of legal and 
insurance professionals

The meeting adjourned at 8:57 
p.m. ■
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BeXpressed and  
Bella Art and Frame  

are having a  

SALE 
EXTRAVAGANZA!

Join us on FRIDAY and 
SATURDAY, July 30 and 31,  

for 20-60% OFF BACK STOCK 
items. We�re clearing out the old 

to make room for the NEW!

Move In

Sale!

We offer a wonderful combination of Art and Gifts. Included in our 
distinctive gallery are antiques, local artisan treasures, and fun and funky  
gift items. Open Mon. through Sat., 10-6. Join us for Art Hop, July 15,

until 8 pm. We look forward to seeing you!

Julie, Maggie, and Ethan
(719) 266-2338 

183 Washington St., Historic Downtown Monument 

Can�t wait for the sale? From now through July 29� 
Bring in this coupon to receive 

25% OFF Any One Item OR 
15% OFF Custom Framing 
*Not valid on Artisan�s merchandise or Waxberry items. 

Alpaca Boutique and Ranch 

Ice Cream Social 
Sat., July 24, 10-4 pm 
Fun, Food & Alpacas! 

19850 Beacon Lite Rd. Monument
(719) 232-8509

www.peakranchalpacas.com
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www.benethillmonastery.org • bhmc@benethillmonastery.org
In the Black Forest

3190 Benet Lane Colorado Springs, CO 719-633-0655

�������������������� � ��������������������� ��

����� ���� �������� ������� ����� ������� ���� �� ���� �



Page 18 Vol. 10 No. 7Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 19Saturday, July 3, 2010

By Jim Kendrick
At the June 21 meeting of the Monument Board of Trust-
ees, Monument Police Chief Jake Shirk filled the new 
department lieutenant position, swearing in former Sgt. 
Steve Burk to be second in command. This is an upgrade 
of one of the department’s three sergeant positions, so the 
number of police officer positions will remain the same. 

Shirk also presented commendations to several 

Monument police officers and members of the Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Department that recognized their com-
mitment and bravery for acts beyond what is normally ex-
pected of them in the daily performance of their duties. 

Trustee Jeff Kaiser was absent from the meeting. 
Ceremony recognizes police officer 

and firefighter achievements 
Shirk first pinned new bars on Burk as the Police De-
partment’s first officer to be appointed to lieutenant and 
the first command officer other than the chief. “This is 
truly a great occasion to honor a man who has stepped 
forward and is doing a great amount of work.” Shirk also 
presented Burk with a plaque commemorating his special 
status as the first lieutenant. 

Burk said he was looking forward to the opportunity 
when he was interrupted by a huge burst of laughter from 
the audience when Shirk pulled a promotion gift for Burk 
from a shopping bag—a carton of Twinkies. When Burk 
said, “He just wants me to look just like him” and walked 
away, Shirk said, “Come back here sergeant” to much 
more laughter. 

Four members of the police staff received Chief’s 
Commendations. The honored recipients and some back-
ground follow. 

Police Chaplain Angela Robbins’ award
On April 7, the Monument Police Department responded 
to 880 Beacon Lite Rd. on the report of a juvenile male 
who had received a gunshot wound to the face. Upon ar-
rival, officers found that he was receiving basic medical 

care from his father and neighbor. 
Due to the seriousness of the incident, officers on 

scene called Robbins to respond to the scene. She re-
sponded immediately and was of great assistance in 
helping the father and neighbor deal with the high emo-
tional stress placed upon them. Beginning that night, and 
extending over the next several weeks, Chaplain Robbins 
put the needs of the family, neighbors, and officers in-
volved with the incident above those of her own. She took 
the time to help them through the incredible challenges 
that lay ahead, and her efforts were documented in the let-
ter written by a neighbor commending Chaplain Robbins 
for her assistance. 

The commendation stated that Robbins’ continued 
selfless dedication has earned her the respect of the 
citizens of the Tri-Lakes area as well as the officers with 
whom she serves. Her actions in this incident brought 
credit to not only herself but also the Monument Police 
Department.

Officer Joseph Lundy’s award
On April 7, Monument Police Officer Lundy responded 
to 880 Beacon Lite Rd. on the report of a juvenile male 
who had received a gunshot wound to the face. He looked 
through a window of the residence and saw a pool of 
blood in the kitchen and a trail of blood on the floor lead-
ing down the hallway toward the bedrooms.

Officer Lundy made several attempts to alert the oc-
cupants of the residence by knocking on the door and giv-
ing verbal commands to open the door, but his commands 
were not heeded. Based on the circumstances, the deci-

I l a n i t  B e n n a i m
R e a l  E s t a t e  B r o k e r  A s s o c i a t e

Many of you know me as a volunteer 
board member for our D-38 Special 
Education Advisory Committee and a 
committee member with LPMS�s BAAC.    

I am honored to be serving the Lewis-
Palmer School District as an active 
volunteer and would be equally as 
honored to assist you, your family and 
friends with your real estate needs. 

For real estate service with integrity and a dedicated 
professional Broker Associate who abides by a code 
of ethics - ask only for Ilanit!

* S e l l i n g * B u y i n g * I n v e s t i n g *  
* S h o r t  S a l e s * Fo r e c l o s u r e s *

An Independent Member Broker

(719) 325-6979 Cell 
(877) 535-0355 Toll Free 

(866) 213-7738 Fax 
ilanit@kw.com 

A properly maintained vehicle 
can save FUEL and $$$!

Call for an appointment today

488-6729

Quality IMPORT Service
707 County Line Road, Palmer Lake

$3 OFF Oil Change
$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 7/31/10

Support Our Community!
Shop Tri-Lakes.

Monument Board of Trustees, June 21

Chief Shirk hosts promotion and awards ceremony

Winning Mood 
Soccer Camp 
is coming to 
Monument!

All training is conducted by Dutch Coaches/Players. 
Established in 1986 for the competitive  

and recreational player 
Lewis-Palmer High School, District 38 Stadium 

Camps run 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday 
July 19th-July 23rd

1⁄2-Day Camp-Morning Session for 6-9 year-olds 
1⁄2-Day Camp-Afternoon Session for goal keepers 

Full-Day Camp for 10-13 year-olds 
Full-Day Camp for 14-18 year-olds 

NEW! International scouting program  
Register on-line at  

www.winningmood.com/international  
Go to summer camps; registration; choose state;   

then choose camp in Monument 
Registration closes July 15th

For info, contact Joe Martin at mrtnwm2009@aol.com. 

At the June 21 Monument Board of Trustees 
meeting, Monument Police Chief Jake Shirk filled 
the department’s new Lieutenant position by pinning 
on former Sgt. Steve Burk’s new bars. Photo by Jim 
Kendrick 

Above: At the June 21 Board of Trustees meeting, 
Monument Police Chief Shirk presented a Chief’s 
Unit Citation  to the members of the Monument 
Police Department and Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Department Direct Action Response Team 
(DART). Left to right: Detective Steve Lontz, 
Officer Joe Lundy, former Sergeant - now 
Lieutenant Steve Burk, Assistant Team Leader 
Officer Chad Haynes, Team Leader Sergeant 
Mark Owens, Chief Shirk, Firefighter Lieutenant 
Mike Keough, Firefighter Rudi Gillette, Firefighter 
Jason Kelsey, Firefighter Elliot Linke. Photo by 
Jim Kendrick.
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sion was made to force entry into the residence. Officer 
Lundy broke out a window, crawled through the opening, 
and unlocked the front door to allow his cover officer in. 
Once inside, officers found the wounded juvenile in a 
bedroom being cared for by his father and neighbor. 

Officer Lundy’s professional demeanor helped bring 
calm to an extremely traumatic situation, as was evi-
denced by the fact that he later received a letter from the 
neighbor commending his actions. 

The commendation stated that Officer Lundy con-
ducted himself with a high level of professionalism 
during this stressful event. His actions in this incident 
brought credit to not only himself but also the Monument 
Police Department. 
Special Investigator Michael Slavick’s award
For the past five years Special Investigator Michael 
Slavick, a civilian volunteer, has served as the Police 
Department’s computer forensics investigator. During 
that time he has proved invaluable in many criminal 
investigations, including those involving sexual assault, 
illegal narcotics, identity theft, fraud, and theft. Investiga-
tor Slavick has completed forensic analyses of countless 
computers, PDAs, phones, and other electronic devices. 
In addition to his technical expertise, he has assisted in-
vestigators in not only the gathering of intelligence and 
information, but also in the serving of search warrants 
and the gathering of evidence found during the searches. 

In addition to his work at the Monument Police De-
partment, Investigator Slavick has assisted many outside 
agencies including the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Colorado Bureau of Investigation, Immigration Customs 
Enforcement, El Paso County Sheriff’s Office, Colorado 
Springs Police Department, Palmer Lake Police Depart-
ment, and the South Metro Regional Drug Task Force. 

The commendation noted that Slavick has conducted 

himself with the utmost professionalism and should be 
commended for his selfless dedication and service to the 
Police Department and the citizens of the Tri-Lakes area.

Officer Greg Fell’s award
On April 7, Monument Police Officer Fell responded to 
880 Beacon Lite Rd. on the report of a juvenile male who 
had received a gunshot wound to the face. Officers saw a 
large quantity of blood on the floor of the residence. 

Several attempts were made to alert the occupants of 
the residence by knocking on the door and giving verbal 
commands to open the door, but the commands were 
not heeded. Based on the circumstances, the decision 
was made to force entry into the residence. Officer Fell 
provided lethal cover to his fellow officer, who broke out 
a window and crawled into the residence. Once inside, 
officers found the wounded juvenile in a bedroom being 
cared for by his father and neighbor. Officer Fell immedi-
ately summoned medical personnel into the scene. 

The commendation stated that Officer Fell is to be 
commended for the professionalism he displayed while 
handling this highly emotional and stressful event.

DART receives unit citation 
Shirk also presented a Chief’s Unit Citation to the Monu-
ment DART Team: Team Leader Sgt. Mark Owens, Assis-
tant Team Leader Officer Chad Haynes, Sgt. Steve Burk, 
Officer Joe Lundy, Detective Steve Lontz, Firefighter Lt. 
Mike Keough, Firefighter Rudi Gillette, Firefighter Jason 
Kelsey, and Firefighter Elliot Linke:

The commendation noted that the Monument Police 
Department and Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Department 
Direct Action Response Team (DART) members have 
performed their duties in an exceptionally effective 
manner. The DART handles high risk warrant services, 
barricaded subjects, narcotics security for undercover 
operations, and other operations that require a higher 
level of tactics and equipment than is available to patrol. 
The Fire Department integrated the Tactical Emergency 
Medics (TEMs) program, or combat medics, into the 
DART. The TEM members have all been SWAT-trained 
and are qualified on all of the Police Department weapon 
systems. TEM members are embedded in the team and 
are responsible for the overall welfare of team members 
and citizens. 

The Monument DART is part of a Regional Response 
Team consisting of law enforcement members from seven 
counties. Through this partnership, the Police Department 
has received over $100,000 worth of free equipment. 

According to the commendation, the DART has 
performed over 70 successful tactical operations since its 
inception in 2007. The most recent was on May 28, when 
Chaffee County requested assistance with an armed and 

barricaded suspect who had stated he had shot and killed 
his wife. The team responded and assisted in this eight-
hour standoff. The suspect was eventually taken into 
custody after gas deployment, and the suspect’s wife was 
found dead inside the residence. 

The DART is a group of highly motivated, innova-
tive, and professional first responders who are dedicated 
to keeping our citizens safe. They have performed their 
duties in an exceptional manner and are a credit to the 
Monument Police Department and the Tri-Lakes Monu-
ment Fire Department. 

Shirk also noted how remarkable Monument’s “un-
heard of” level of cooperation between police and fire has 
been and that it has set a standard for the region. He noted 
the remarkable change in attitude in SWAT officers from 

Rampart School of Music 
Piano, Organ, Theory 

BONNIE ACKERMAN 

The Gift of a Lifetime 
First Lesson FREE 

Your Home or Mine 
Call: (719) 329-8810 

Cleaning Services 
Homes � Move Outs � Move Ins 
Weekly � Bi-Weekly � Monthly 

Free Estimates � Local References
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area for 12 Years

495-1798
Rocky Forry                      Sharon Forry 
Pager 386-1814              Pager 386-9117 

Because we�re not NEW,
we know what to DO!

�YOUR project should be HANDCRAFTED!� 
Additions � Decks � Remodels/Basement Finishes 

Garages & Barns � Custom Homes 
15 years experience in El Paso & Douglas Counties 

Licensed & Insured � BUILT GREEN CERTIFIED 

Call today for a FREE Estimate: (719) 481-6170 
handcraftedinc@aol.com   www.handcraftedinc.com

Monument Police Chief Jake Shirk presented 
Officer Joe Lundy with a Chief’s commendation for 
his decisive actions in a shooting incident on April 7.  
Photo by Jim Kendrick Above: At the June 21 Monument Board of 

Trustees meeting Monument Police Department 
Special Investigator Michael Slavick (L), a civilian 
volunteer, received a Chief’s Commendation for 
his invaluable assistance in many different types 
of police investigations for Monument, the FBI, 
and numerous other state and county police and 
investigative agencies over the past five years. 
Monument Police Department Chaplain Angela 
Robbins (R) received a Chief’s Commendation for 
her actions in supporting the father and neighbor 
of a boy who suffered a gunshot wound on April 
7, as well as helping Police Officers Joe Lundy 
and Greg Fell deal with the high emotional stress 
this incident placed upon them for several weeks. 
Photos by Candice Hitts.

A New Approach to  
Self-Defense for Women

For us, �fighting like a girl� means that a woman brings 
her particular strengths to the conflict while minimizing 
the strengths of the attacker.   
Simple, no-nonsense techniques that are easy to retain 
and could save your life!

Next class: Saturday, July 24  
9 am � 12 pm, $40 

Where:     Freedom School of Martial Arts 
                 Behind the West End Center 
                 755 Highway 105, Warehouses 4 & 5 
                 At Highway 105 & Westward

~~~~ 
www.sabrinafrankenberg.com 

(719) 237-8842
Call to Register!
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(719) 487-8586
15025 Roller Coaster Road

Summer 
Special!

FREE Eyebrow 
Wax and Parafin 
Hand Dip with 

Any Facial! 
Good through 8/15/10. 

Gift certificates available. 
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seven counties in a recent 60-hour training course and 
that these police officers had elected Firefighter Gillette 
the “top operator” for the course. 

The meeting was recessed for a reception for the 
family and friends of Burk and the award winners.

2009 audit approved
Auditor Uli Keeley of audit firm John Cutler & Associates 
reported an unqualified, or “clean,” audit for 2009. She 
also answered questions from the trustees. She reported 
that the assets of the town exceeded its liabilities at the 
end of the year by $16,810,239. There was a decrease in 

cash value of $2,564,578 due primarily to capital projects 
like the Third Street improvements. 

The board unanimously approved the 2009 audit re-
port. Keeley will forward a copy to the state. 

Marketplace auto repair shop plat 
approved

Director of Development Services Tom Kassawara dis-
cussed the application of Vision Development Inc. for a 
preliminary/final plat for a Christian Brothers auto repair 
shop in Monument Marketplace. This 0.92 acre lot is ad-
jacent to I-25 and the vacant Discount Tire lot south of the 
Texas Roadhouse Restaurant next to I-25. 

Kassawara explained how the plat met the 12 review 
criteria of the purpose statement in the town’s subdivision 
regulations. There were no referral comments or concerns 
made by the referral agencies. 

Kassawara also noted that the Planning Commission 
had approved the plat on May 12 with the same three con-
ditions he was recommending to the board:
1. Any necessary technical changes shall be made by 

the applicant and approved by staff. This includes 
providing two permanent reference monuments 
outside the subdivision.

2. All referral agency comments shall be resolved prior 
to recordation of the site plan.

3. Documentation shall be provided showing there is 
an adequate supply of water and that adequate water 
rights have been dedicated by special warranty deed 
in conformance with Triview’s water standards in a 
form approved by the Triview Metropolitan District’s 
attorney, the town attorney, and the director of 
Development Services prior to recordation of the 
plat. 

Kassawara responded to trustees’ questions about how re-
use water might be made available and used throughout 
Monument Marketplace. He said that the town had not in-
stalled a re-use supply line along Jackson Creek Parkway 
and that there was no reason at this time to require the 
installation of “purple pipe” for irrigation in individual 
lots in the shopping center at this time. It would be better 
and cheaper to install an entire system for the shopping 
center at one time, he said. 

Public Works Director Rich Landreth also noted that 
the town’s and Triview’s water treatment plants do not 
have appropriate valving stations for distribution of re-
use water to the Marketplace. 

Rick Blevins of Monument Marketplace Inc. formally 
objected to the third condition for the applicant. He noted 
there have been more than 20 years of history between the 
landowner and Triview regarding the water rights within 
Triview and Jackson Creek, which are owned by Tim and 
Tom Phelan. The conditions for the lease of these water 
rights to Triview were well known at the time of Triview’s 
creation as well as annexation of the Triview district by 
the town of Monument. He said that Triview has never 
made a payment for the water lease. Two attempts were 

made to convert the Triview lease into a purchase agree-
ment with Triview. Blevins said, “Triview has defaulted 
on both of those agreements.” Discussions with Triview 
are continuing. 

Blevins noted that all the construction within Triv-
iew to date has been completed with no water availability 
problems. He said a precedent has been set that the Phel-
ans will continue to provide additional water to every new 
project, even though Triview has never paid for any of 
the water it has used in over 20 years. Blevins stated that 
the water dedication issue with Triview was primarily a 
financial issue. 

Town Attorney Gary Shupp noted that this water 
condition “should have been a condition for years.” Triv-
iew’s new water attorney had requested the condition and 
the town concurs. “Just because we didn’t do it in the past 
when we should have doesn’t mean we don’t do it now,” 
Shupp added. 

Town Manager Cathy Green stated that the original 
1987 annexation agreement for Regency Park coming into 
Monument said that all developments must dedicate the 
water under their property if they are to receive central-
ized water service. The Phelans, the original developers 
in Triview, are “trying to sell” the water that they were 
supposed to have dedicated to Triview. All develop-
ments within Triview will now be required to dedicate 
all groundwater rights. Green also noted that the town 
has been cleaning up water dedications within downtown 
Monument in water court for the past five years to further 
eliminate potential similar problems. 

Shupp added this third condition was a “culmination 
of the cooperation between Monument and Triview.” He 
advised, “I suppose there’s the potential for litigation but 
don’t feel uncomfortable about that.” 

After further lengthy technical and legal discussions, 
the plat with all three conditions was unanimously ap-
proved. 

The board approved the annual renewal of the liquor 
license for Gourmet Far East Inc. at 15910 Jackson Creek 
Parkway.

Financial matters
The board approved three payments over $5,000:
• $101,145 to Triview Metro District for April sales tax 

($96,700), May motor vehicle tax ($4,039), and May 
Regional Building sales tax ($407).

• $26,380 for the final payment to Pioneer Sand Co. 
Inc. for Third Street construction.

• $26,743 for the final payment to Landscape Endeavors 
Inc. for Third Street improvements. 

Ray Shorette, the owner of Landscape Endeavors in Cal-
han, thanked the board and discussed how he had used 
local businesses to obtain the plants and rocks he used in 
the landscaping project. He said it was a “great project.” 
He noted that 40 to 50 cars had stopped to tell his staff 
that “the Third Street project was the best thing that had 
happened to Monument.” Trustee Tommie Plank said, “I 
hope you’ll bid on the next one that we have.” Shorette 
replied, “I’ll take whatever you guys have.” 

The board unanimously accepted Treasurer Pamela 
Smith’s May financial report. Some of the items she dis-
cussed were:
• General Fund revenues exceed budgeted estimates by 

about $55,912 (1.6 percent)
• General Fund expenditures are about $226,000 (5.5 

percent) less than projected
• General Fund balance is up by about $282,000 (7.1 

percent)

17375 Charter 
Pines Dr., Bent 
Tree—Stunning 
custom home 
on 3+ treed 
acres. Newer 
Marvin wood 
windows, 6-
panel wood 
doors, huge 
eat-in kitchen with walk-out to deck and 
private yard. 5 bedrooms. 4 baths. 5193 total 
sq. ft. Original owner. Excellent condition. An 
exceptional value at only $519,900.

The Raspberry Mountain Team  
at Kathy Allen 

(719) 234-1182 (ofc)

(719) 661-9863 (cell)

www.KathyAllen.net

311 High St., 
Palmer Lake—
Investment prop-
erty with great 
rental history. 
Well-maintained 
duplex, tremen-
dous views and 
plenty of parking. 

Extra lot may be able to be divided to create another building 
site. New carpet in lower unit. Fully leased! $199,900.

SPECIAL OFFER ON BRACES!
Bring in this coupon and receive
$200 off your orthodontic fee !

Offering:
- Clear Braces
- Braces & Invisalign for Children & Adults
- Multiple financing options
- Fun stylish Color Bands

Discounts are taken off regular fee for new patients and cannot be
combined with any other offer.

13784 Gleneagle Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80921

719-596-3081

Call us today to set up a FREE Examination
719-596-3081

www.coloradospringsortho.com

J O H N S O N O R T H O D O N T I C S, P.C.
Braces for all Ages

Suite A in the West End Center 
755 Hwy. 105  (3/4 mile west of Safeway) 

Yoga
Pathways

Studio
Summer schedule details are online

Kids, Beginning, Continuing, Gentle, 
 Private Therapeutic Yoga, Nia and more!  

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com
Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858 
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Michele Even, RN, MSN 
(719) 550-4530 

www.turnbacktime.skincaretherapy.net

Turn Back Time Skin Restoration 
Services to reveal more youthful looking skin
High frequency technology for the rapid 

removal of minor skin irregularities.  
FULL FACE AND DÉCOLLETÉ ONLY $150!

(reg. $300) Limited time offer 

Theapeutic Massage Therapy
Althea Smith, MS, RMT, RA - 251 Front St., Monument  

(719) 488-2250

Althea is a Registered 
Aromatherapist. Consultations 
with custom blended oils are 

available. 
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• General Fund sales tax revenues are about $92,000 
less (11 percent) than projected 

• Development Services fees are about $24,000 over 
budget (11 percent)

• Water Fund revenues exceed estimates by about 
$11,000 (1 percent)

• Water Fund expenditures are about $195,000 (15.2 
percent) less than projected

• Water Fund balance is up by $206,000 (16.2 percent)
• Tap fees have already exceeded the total 2010 budget 

by $18,000
After a lengthy discussion on whether to pay $5,000 
for the town to become a member of the Colorado Rail 
Authority for 2010, the board decided not to join at this 
time. 

Trustee comments
Trustee Rafael Dominguez reported that he and Mayor 
Travis Easton are part of a subcommittee of town trustees 
with two Triview Metropolitan District directors that is 
meeting on the creation of a written agreement regarding 
integrated operations of the town and district that may be 
ready for consideration by the end of July. 

Plank noted:

• The success of the second annual Summer Soul-stice 
event in downtown Monument on June 19.

• The June 19 dedication of two new sculptures that 
will be on display at Monument Town Hall by Tri-
Lakes Views for one year plus a third piece of art at 
the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts in Palmer Lake.

• The permanent donation of the “Blades of Grass” 
sculpture to the town (a $5,000 piece) by the artist 
who created it.

• The number of residents who have stopped her to 
comment on how nice Third Street looks.

• The first of seven summer concerts in Limbach Park 
on June 23. 

Trustee Gail Drumm reported that the number of housing 
starts for Pikes Peak Regional Building for May was the 
same as April. 
The meeting ended at 8:34 p.m.

**********
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
July 6, at Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. Meetings are 
normally held the first and third Monday of the month. 
Information: 884-8017. ■

Handy Man 
Interior & Exterior  

Carpentry & Painting 
Deck Repairs &  

Refinishing
Larry Blasgen  

494-2131
Over  30 Years� Experience in 

Home Remodeling & Building
Small Jobs Welcome! 

Style...
Looking for a 

Fresh New Style,  Classic 
Cut, Stunning Color, or
Special Occasion Updo? 

Call today to book your 
appointment and look 

fabulous!
Cassie Iler 

Stylist 

(719) 488-1181 
(719) 214-2682 cell 
236 Washington St. #3&4  

In the Chapala North Building
Downtown Monument

FREE Haircut! 
With color service & coupon. 1 per household. Exp. 8/31/10.
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For advertising information, call John Heiser at 488-3455 or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

• OCN is mailed free to every resident in the Tri-
Lakes area. We mail 13,600+ copies every month. 
OCN reportedly has the fourth-largest circulation 
of local newspapers in El Paso County after The 
Gazette, the Colorado Springs Independent, and 
the Woodman Edition. We put copies of OCN into 
the hands of those people most likely to buy your 
products or services: local residents. 

• OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area 
news. For the past 8 years, OCN has been presenting 
unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes area 
governmental entities and their deliberations and 
actions. Credibility is key during tough times. 
Advertising in a credible medium typically rubs 
off on the advertisers in that media.

• OCN only takes ads from Tri-Lakes area 
businesses. In OCN, your ad won’t be competing 
for attention with ads from Colorado Springs 
and Castle Rock. This policy was adopted at the 
founding of OCN in 2001 as a way to help local 
businesses like yours succeed.

• OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication 
schedule help stretch your ad budget. OCN has 
the lowest ad cost per printed copy of any local 
publication. Since OCN is a monthly publication, 
your ad is out there for a month—more than four 
times longer than other local papers. Many of our 
advertisers tell us they’re still getting calls in the 
third and fourth week of the month.

• OCN does not use contracts: You aren’t tied down. 
Adjust your advertising month-to-month to meet 
your changing needs. Our advertisers advertise 
with us because they see benefit in it, not because 
they’re bound by a contract they signed months 
before. To reward frequent advertisers, OCN has 
a Frequent Advertiser Bonus program. You earn 
up to 10% of your ad cost as a bonus you can use 
to reduce the cost of future OCN advertising. The 
more you advertise with OCN, the more you save.

• You are supporting a good thing: Your 
advertising dollars support a unique all-volunteer, 
Tri-Lakes-area-focused, nonprofit effort to present 
factual, comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area 
residents.

And the best reason of 
all: It works!

• Lois Wilde, L&L Field Mowing - “The boys were 
amazed at how quickly they received calls last year 
after their ad went into the May issue. The jobs they 
got from the OCN kept them busy all summer.” 

• Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school 
- “This is the best advertising money I’ve spent! 
OCN is the best paper in town and readers look 
forward to every issue. I have seen a big response 
to my new ad in this paper. I do not need to 
advertise anywhere else as my other advertising is 
word of mouth! Thank you OCN for your hard work 
to make this paper stand out from the rest in our 
community!” 

• Kerri Bohler, B&E Filling Station Restaurant - 
“Thanks for all you have done for us. Our ad with 
OCN was the best thing we ever did for advertising. 
It outshines all the rest.” 

• Karissa Rytting, Tadpole Preschool - “Thanks to 
my ad in OCN, my preschool is now full for next 
fall!” 

• Scott Sanders, Sanders Consulting - “Thanks to the 
OCN ads my plate is full and I don’t think I could 
take on any more clients right now.” 

• Yukie Stauffer, Vitae Salon - “We had great 
response from our ad. I really appreciate it. It 
is amazing to see how many people came to us 
with our ad from OCN and many of our clients 
mentioned about our ad.” 

• Sarah Groh, Voice and Piano Lessons - “Your 
paper has been the best press I have ever had.” 

• Annie Matchett, House for Sale - “Thanks to the ad 
I ran in OCN, I sold my house in Woodmoor in one 
month. It worked great!”

• Kathie Kaufer, Help Wanted for Family Reunion 
- “The ad yielded excellent results. Thanks!”

• Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons - “Ads in OCN work 
great for me. I tried other local papers and got no 
response. Thanks to my ads in OCN, I can work 
from home and make a decent living. All my work 
comes from my ads in OCN.”

Why advertise now?
In tough economic times, businesses that continue 
or expand their advertising take market share from 
those that reduce or stop advertising. Businesses that 
gain market share during downturns tend to keep that 
increased market share when economic conditions 
improve. Each percentage point of market share gained 
during a recession is worth that much more as the 
economy improves. 

A McGraw-Hill study following the 1981-1982 

recession found that from 1980 to 1985, companies 
that maintained or increased their advertising typically 
grew their sales 14 times more than companies that cut 
back on advertising.

At least six studies conducted during recessionary 
periods from 1960 to 1990 found the same correlation.

Smart business owners are not cutting back on their 
advertising, but they are being careful about where they 
invest their advertising dollars.

Why advertise in OCN?

FOR RENT: DUPLEX IN THE PINES 
Quiet neighborhood. Fox Run/Monument area. 2 bd., 

11⁄2 ba., deck, balcony & garage. Immaculate. n/p, n/s. 

$875/month ~ Call 258-7222
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Palmer Lake Town Council, June 10

Council approves replacement medical marijuana 
ordinance and three dispensary licenses

By David Futey
By a vote of 4 to 1, the Palmer Lake Town 
Council approved medical marijuana Or-
dinance 4, which repealed and replaced 
Ordinance 3. The fundamental difference 
between the two ordinances is that defini-
tions within the ordinance now align with 
House Bill 1284. Besides those definition 
changes, the criteria stated for marijuana 
dispensaries and cultivation remain the 
same. Mayor John Cressman and Trustees 
Nikki McDonald, Joe Polonsky, and Bryan 
Jack voted for the ordinance change, while 
Trustee Dennis Stern voted against it. 

The absences of Trustees Gary Cole-
man and Max Stafford were excused.

Prior to the vote on Ordinance 4, 
Stern presented a motion to allow dis-
pensaries to grow and cultivate up to 70 
percent of their needs on site. This would 
have put the town ordinance in line with a 
provision in state House Bill 1284. With-
out this provision, dispensaries would 
have to find alternative cultivation loca-
tions for growing their product and then 
transfer their product to the dispensary. 
This might make it prohibitive for them to 
operate in Palmer Lake. This motion was 
not seconded. Under Ordinance 4, each 
dispensary can grow plants on up to 20 
percent of its floor space, or a maximum 
of 30 plants. 

By unanimous decision in separate 

votes for each, the council approved the 
business licenses for three marijuana 
dispensaries:
• Mile High Holistics LLC., 630 

Highway 105, represented by Susan 
Herz

• Hatch Wellness Center Cultivation 
Group, 597 E. County Line Rd., 
represented by Christopher Szeremy

• Palmer Lake Wellness Center, 
850 Commercial Lane, Unit A, 
represented by Steve Fetterley 

The Palmer Lake Liquor-Medical Mari-
juana Licensing Authority subsequently 
approved all three licenses after the con-
clusion of the council meeting.

Citizen comments 
precede council votes 

Before the votes on the ordinance and 
licenses, the council heard nearly three 
hours of comments from citizens and 
dispensary owners. During the discus-
sion about the ordinance and licensing, 
Jack reiterated on a couple occasions that 
the business licenses would also have to 
be approved by the Palmer Lake Liquor 
-Medical Marijuana Licensing Authority 
at a separate meeting later in the evening. 
The state requires a separate licensing 
authority beyond the council to approve 
medical marijuana businesses. 

During the lengthy discussion, Jack 
said he would be “compelled” to leave Or-

dinance 3 as is, allow the three businesses, 
and then “work with citizens and busi-
nesses in the following year” to resolve 
issues that have arisen since Ordinance 3 
was passed on May 8. 

Herz of Mile High Holistics was the 
first dispensary owner to speak to council 
regarding licensing. Her business would 
be in the Colorado Lighthouse building 
and offer a variety of care-giving services 
besides that of a marijuana dispensary. 
Herz said she is presently a caregiver for 
a few patients. She also stated the she has 
been a part of the town’s Medical Mari-
juana Task Force (MMTF) since January. 
Jack asked if she had contacted anyone in 
the area who was in favor or opposed to 
being located in the building. Herz said 
she has been in contact with the owner of 
the building and said that, given the way 
the ordinance is written, she is not near a 
school or other facility where a distance 
limitation is required. After Herz spoke, 
Cressman asked for audience feedback. 

The majority of those who spoke were 
residents of the east side of Palmer Lake, 
many of whom stated that they had only 
recently heard about the possibility of such 
a business being located in their area. 

Gary Atkins, who lives on Circle 
Drive in Palmer Lake said he wanted to 
express “the resounding disappointment 
that the neighbors in that neighborhood 

and most of the business owners have in 
having medical marijuana centers located 
in that end of town.” Atkins said he had 
polled many neighbors and found only one 
in favor of the centers, and he also polled 
many of the businesses. Atkins said the 
response was “a resounding no” and he 
thinks that “the Town Council needs to 
understand that.” 

Atkins said the MMTF was not repre-
sentative of that end of town and that the 
MMTF was “intended to spread centers 
outside of Palmer Lake proper. I think 
that is a shame.” Atkins went on to state 
that “most of the businesses and most of 
the neighbors I visited were not informed” 
that medical marijuana centers might lo-
cate in the neighborhood. Atkins said he 
also spoke to the businesses in and the 
owner of the West End Center and they do 
not want medical marijuana centers near 
their businesses. Atkins concluded that “I 
do not believe these centers should be put 
in that end of town without first having 
some type of support from the community 
you are placing these centers in.” 

Some of the other comments made by 
citizens in attendance were:
• According to Colorado Springs Police 

Department, there are approximately 
171 establishments in the city and 
county that are classified as medical 
marijuana dispensaries or dispensary 
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growers. It is not very far to drive, so 
if anyone needs any there is plenty in 
Colorado Springs. 

• Less than 1 percent use it for terminal 
illness

• I believe this will lower our property 
values and invite crime to our 
neighborhoods

• The minimum of 500 feet from any 
adjoining property should be changed 
to 1,000 feet (as other communities 
are using). 

• To accuse them (the council) of not 
letting you know (about the centers), 
I think it is part of your responsibility 
as a member of this town to become 
more engaged. Because this has been 
in the newspapers. I know I read a big 
article in Our Community News. 

• I read an article in the OCN that one of 
the applicants said there are between 
600 and 700 folks who needed this 
for their care. I was wondering if 
the task force verified that number. 
Because it seems excessive that 
Larkspur and Black Forest have 
them. (Jack said the number was 
based on county projections from 
industry representatives based on 
demographics)

• Whatever anyone does in their own 
home is their business. I have two 
teenage sons and a possible dispensary 
in within a block of my house. My 
question is what is being done to stop 
getting it into their hands? (McDonald 
said that a principal from a District 11 
school attending the last meeting said 
it is easier for his middle school kids 
to go across the street from the school 
to get free marijuana.) 

• I am appalled and feel victimized 

that the hillside community was not 
informed that a facility would be 
located right down the hill. When 
I did my survey, 85 signatures, 90 
percent of them did not even know 
we were considering it in our town. 
I ask you to put a moratorium and not 
allow any of this until there is more 
agreement and certainly not in our 
neighborhood.

• I would want anyone who needs 
medical marijuana to have it but I 

am opposed to this situation, having 
three in this area. 

• I am real estate broker and licensed in 
Colorado for 40 years. I am not here 
to discuss the merits of marijuana, I 
would just like to let you know in my 
opinion, which is valued as an expert 
witness, I do not see any way this 
will decrease the value of houses in 
the area. We are in a depressed real 
estate market; Palmer Lake is about 
as depressed as anywhere in the 

Front Range. What depresses values 
is empty buildings. In Denver we 
have seen resurgence in the industrial 
market, totally based on the medical 
marijuana facilities.

• I don’t want a robbery in my 
neighborhood. I do not want to bring 
something in that is going to raise 
the chance of that happening. My big 
concern is what crowd is drawn by 
these businesses.

• I have been a resident of Palmer Lake 
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One month FREE with 

purchase of two months! 

Good through 7/31/10 • New customers only

past 13 years – Thank You!
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for 34 years, I have no interest in 
this business except being a citizen 
of Palmer Lake and I would like 
to share some of my concerns and 
thoughts. Are the windows covered or 
lights spewing out, or is the smell of 
marijuana coming from the building or 
does the filtration meet the need? Will 
exterior cameras assist with crime in 
area? In a floundering economy, to 
have a number of individuals who 
want to grow their legal business 
in Palmer Lake, it may just be the 
answer to our income for sales tax 
we need in a small town. Since I 
volunteered as one of the citizens 
to assist the medical marijuana 
ordinance writing, I have done some 
research on the center and talked to 
patients. I have been told it’s a very 
discreet business, not high traffic, 
and some centers are by appointment 
only. It is an expensive product which 
would mean tax revenue. There is a 
veterinarian across the street. Have 
they been broken in? They have lots 
of heavy drugs, a lot heavier than 
marijuana. What about The Wine 
Seller? Have they been broken into 
for their liquor? The tax revenue 
for the town of Palmer Lake is what 
it boils down to for me. With the 
ordinance in place and as it is written, 
we have the ability to re-examine and 
revoke the license of anyone who is 
not following the law. 

• If it is medical, primarily, then why 
isn’t it in a Walgreens? If you are 
concerned about this, why is it going 
to be in a discreet location? If it’s 
discreet, then you know it is more 
for recreational use then medical 
use. I have no problem with the use 
of marijuana but have a problem with 
the location. It is right between two 
neighborhoods and it does not make 
any sense to me. I am ticked off. You 
call yourself trustees but you can’t 
be trusted. Have a little sign, MM 
meeting. Put it out there. Medical 
marijuana dispensary meeting. This 
is about money. The town needs it, 
supposedly. Put it in a better, more 
appropriate location away from my 
family. 

Owners respond
Herz, owner of Mile High Holistics, was 
the first center owner to respond to citizen 
concerns. Herz said, “I took a few notes 
while everyone was commenting. I have 
talked to many people in the community 
for months and months about this, in Mon-
ument as well, and they were very aware 
and very much in support. I see now there 
was a section that was not aware and is not 
in support. I don’t think that one part of 
town and this one opinion is representa-

tive of the whole area.” 
Herz also said, “I think there is this 

general opinion of dispensaries as these 
shady places where people are hanging 
out and smoking pot. Some of these dis-
pensaries are nicer than my own doctor’s 
office. You would never know walking in 
or looking from the road what it is.” 

Herz continued, “You cannot just 
come to a dispensary and say I want to buy 
pot. It does not work that way. You have to 
have a license and show proof of it. It is 
going to get very strict with the new house 
bill and you will need to make me your 
personal caregiver in order to purchase at 
my dispensary. If any of my patients tried 
to sell the product on the black market, 
I would report them to the authorities. 
In regard to property values, in Boulder 
alone there are over 100 dispensaries and 
their property values are through the roof. 
As far as banning dispensaries altogether, 
there are already civil law suits drafted 
and pending because it goes against the 
Constitution. The town might be subject 
to lawsuits and legal fees. I think we have 
taken the right approach and wrote this 
(ordinance) in a smart way.”

Other center owners commented: 
• Charles Fetterley said, “I am a 

caregiver of patients. The dates of 
birth of my patients are between 45 
years and I have patients all the way 
up to 86 years old. Most young people 
do not need this medicine. I think 
there is a lot of misinformation on how 
we were brought up in understanding 
medical marijuana. There are 
people who need this medicine, and 
they might not be able to drive to 
Colorado Springs or Denver to get it. 
I do not want kids hanging out at my 
dispensary; if they are I am calling the 
police. My patients are professional 
people. As far as home burglaries, 
that is because it’s all underground. 
We are trying to bring it open. These 
home invasions are people growing 
it in their basement illegally. That is 
bringing a lot more danger to your 
community than having a dispensary 
that is open and regulated by the state. 
People keep going back to the kid 
thing. The kids can get the marijuana 
whenever they want it; they will not 
be going to a dispensary. I wish some 
of my patients could be here, as it has 
made a difference in their lives.” 

• Steve Fetterley of the Palmer Lake 
Wellness Center said one of the 
misconceptions is that this is an 
area not already zoned for a medical 
marijuana center. The media is giving 
the impression “that we are forcing 
ourselves on the community.” Fetterley 
went on to state that “we came to this 
community hoping to be accepted; 

we have an amazing product that is 
very beneficial to a lot of people.” 
Fetterley said they are willing to work 
with the community on lighting and 
do what the community wants us to 
provide. Cameras that are required 
for the outside of the building are 
infrared, recording 24 hours, seven 
days a week. The information from 
the cameras is retained for 72 hours. 
He said “loitering can be a problem 
for any business, and it does not 
matter what type of business it is. Our 
building will not look like a place 
to hang out.” Fetterley said odor is 
controlled by a charcoal filtration 
system and that every room will have 
its air scrubbed and then recirculated 
within the building. At certain times 
the air will be vented out due to 
high humidity. Fetterley concluded 
that there are many misconceptions 
regarding medical marijuana, among 
them that you can overdose on the 
product. The worst that can happen if 
you take too much is that you will fall 
asleep. The product has a stigma that 
is not warranted. We want to serve the 
community in a respectful way. 

• Joseph Pernarelli stated that “we 
have tried to make ourselves known 
to the town.” He also reminded those 
in attendance that the state does not 
have a distance rule from residences, 
and the majority of cities do not have 
a distance rule as well. Pernarelli 
said that “all of us have to go through 
FBI checks, Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation checks; there has been 
a whole new division within the state 
under the Department of Revenue 
to monitor this. They have a force 
to monitor this throughout the state 
with branches in Colorado Springs, 
Denver, and Grand Junction. This 
will keep the people with criminal 
records out of the business and people 
from out of state out of the business.”
Council members respond

Prior to the vote, some trustees offered 
input and addressed certain issues that 
arose during the citizen input session. 
Trustee McDonald said she “understands 
everyone’s fear.” When she moved here 
30 years ago, Palmer Lake was known as 
a “pot haven.” McDonald said “you could 
get any drug you wanted in town. She 
said, “We are now looking at this because 
we know what it was like. It (drug use) 
was so prevalent. We were known as the 
drug capital of El Paso County. Now we 
are looking at something that has come 
around 360, and it is scary.” 

Regarding the ordinance, McDonald 
said, “We felt and this committee felt they 
put so many restrictions and guidelines 
and things that protected us and you as 

citizens, that if something is brought to 
our attention, we have the ability to shut 
them down.” 

Cressman said, “I think we did put 
a lot of safeguards in these ordinances. 
Their renewal fee is completely up to us on 
the next year. If it’s a nightmare, we have 
all the ability to raise that fee to whatever 
we think is appropriate for any kind of dis-
turbance or problem that the dispensaries 
have created. Look at their licensing ap-
plication—it states ‘to be determined’ for 
the renewal fee. And if there is any kind 
of security issues, we have the ability to 
require them to increase the security. As 
a baby boomer, I have a real hard time 
connecting marijuana with medicine, I 
struggle with that. I did not want mari-
juana in this town. But it is, because of 
our state government who said, ‘Yes it 
is legal.’ So that requires us to do some-
thing responsible and not have 15 things 
open before we could have done anything 
about it. We had the open meetings, and I 
am dreadfully sorry you (residents in the 
audience who stated they had not heard of 
the facilities being located near their resi-
dences) did not hear about it, it’s an abso-
lute shame, because your voices were not 
heard and the ordinances are written.” He 
added, “Unfortunately you guys live next 
to a C2 zone, that’s the problem.”

Jack then read a provision of the 
ordinance that cites instances that would 
enable the town to revoke the license 
of a dispensary. Jack said, “Ordinance 
3 provides safeguards, provides escape 
routes, and provides clauses to ensure we 
could uphold what the voters of Colorado 
intended when they amended the state 
constitution and also protect us as a com-
munity with some level of regulation.” 

At 9:20 p.m., Cressman stopped the 
public input and proceeded with the vote 
on the three business licenses. As noted 
above, all business licenses were approved 
by unanimous decision. 

After a 15-minute recess, the council 
discussed and received public input on 
Ordinance 4-2010, repealing and replac-
ing Ordinance 3-2010.

During the discussion, Jack offered 
the following options:
• Align the definitions in the ordinance 

with House Bill 1284 and do not 
otherwise alter the current ordinance 

• Allow medical marijuana centers to 
cultivate more plants than the original 
ordinance allowed, cultivating more 
than 20 percent of their floor space 
or more than 30 plants. This was a 
request from the industry in regard 
to what is listed in 1284 that anyone 
operating a marijuana center must 
grow 70 percent of their product on 
site. 

• Add a 500-foot distance between 
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cultivation centers. 
• Add a restriction regarding the 

distance between a center from a 
residential neighborhood

• Leave the ordinance as is
After public input on the ordinance, the 
council then voted to repeal Ordinance 3 
and approve Ordinance 4, only changing 
the definitions to align them with House 
Bill 1284 definitions. The vote was 4-1, 
with Stern opposed. 
Jack designated mayor pro-tem
By unanimous decision, the council ap-
pointed Fire Trustee Jack as mayor pro-
tem. 

Reports
Town revenues up: Jack reported that 
town revenue is presently up 10 percent 
over projections as of May year-to-date 
totals. 
Parks and Recreation/Economic Devel-
opment: Trustee Joe Polonsky reported 
that he had met with race organizer Maria 
Brown of Palmer Lake Elementary School, 
regarding the Fourth of July Fun Run. The 
Fun Run will actually occur on July 3 at 7:
15 a.m. He and Kim Polonsky will be run-
ning the water station for the race.

Polonsky is attempting to meet with 
Christine Ramshur of the Getting Stuff 
Done (GSD) committee. The GSD is 
interested in sanding and repainting the 
gazebo near the lake and may be look-
ing into a reimbursement for a sander and 
paint. The committee would also like to 
purchase weed killer to remove weeds 
around the gazebo. 
Fire Department: Jack reported that 
the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (PLVFD) station was broken into, 
with damage occurring to the fire engine. 
There are also reports of missing fire gear. 
The Palmer Lake Police Department was 
contacted regarding the break-in. 

Jack said there were some very expen-
sive repairs to the primary fire engine, in 
part due to the damages occurring during 
the break-in but also because of a lack of 
preventive maintenance being performed. 
The repairs totaled $8,400 and will be 
taken out of the PLVFD budget. Jack said 
that since that engine has arrived, there is 
no record of scheduled maintenance being 
performed on it. 

Jack reported that the volunteer hours 
for the month of May were 1,448.6 hours. 

As part of Operation Good Neighbor, 
Jack said the Fire Department is interested 
in selling or disposing of vehicles that are 
no longer in use by the department. The 
vehicles are located behind the Town Hall 
and at the town yard. 
Police Department: Trustee McDonald 
reported that Officer Ryan Koski respond-
ed to an arson fire at the Elephant Rock 
Mobile Home Park. The mobile home was 
unoccupied/vacant at the time of the fire 
on May 20. After an investigation, it was 
determined that two local juveniles were 
involved. They were issued a summons 
to El Paso County Court and released to 
their parents. 

As reported by Jack during the fire 
report, police responded to the break-in 
at the PLVFD building. At the time of the 
council meeting, no suspects had been 
identified. Fire Chief Shana Ball was pro-
vided with recommendations to improve 
security. Police officers will be making 
extra patrols at the PLVFD building. 

The PLVFD received a grant from 
the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club. The funding 
will be used to purchase three sets of spike 
strips and two new beanbag shotguns. 
Surface water treatment plant: Cress-
man said he spoke with engineering 
consultant firm Tetra Tech because of his 
frustration regarding the progress of en-
gineering for the surface water treatment 

plant. Cressman was told that 90 percent 
of the drawings would be done by the 
week of June 14. Cressman said, “We have 
paid that firm a lot of money but have not 
seen a lot of drawings.” 
Chipping program: Stern reported that 
the chipping program has started and 
that the cost is $60 minimum per hour. 
Branches must be easily accessible and 
the chips will be left on site. If interested 
in this program, contact the town office 
and a town representative will inspect the 
site prior to the job. 
Sports Riders renewal approved: By 
unanimous decision, the council approved 
a renewal of the annual lease with the 
Palmer Lake Sports Riders Association 
(PLSRA). Tim Tracey represented the 
PLSRA at the council meeting. The town 
requested an increase to $2,000 a year for 

the lease, and Tracey said that amount was 
“doable.” The present membership of the 
association is 45 with 15 memberships set 
aside for Palmer Lake residents. 
Water line easement: By unanimous de-
cision, the council approved a water line 
easement on Trinidad that runs through a 
private lot. The request was for a variance 
of a 10-foot setback from the rear of the 
property line. The lot is not developed. 
Clean and Green grant: By unanimous 
decision, the council approved receipt of 
the El Paso County sub-recipient agree-
ment for the Clean and Green Program. 
Jack said that last year, the county com-
missioners asked about the town’s interest 
in participating in a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant as part of an entitlement 
program with the county. The town can 
vie for funds received by the county in 

competition with other entitlements. The 
county wants to provide the city with 
$45,000 for nuisance code enforcement 
and the Clean and Green Program. 

Town Clerk Della Gray said people 
in the low income bracket in Palmer Lake 
can request funding from this grant to 
assist in the cleanup of their property, to 
put in landscaping and to make repairs to 
their homes. Recipients can receive up to 
$2,000 from the program. The town de-
cided to focus on the trailer park area and 
the south end of town for this program. 

The council meeting ended at 10:43 
p.m. 

**********
The next regular council meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. July 8 at Town Hall. Infor-
mation: www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us or call 
481-2953. ■

Repeal Obamacare 
� Jane Norton will fight to reform health care�the 

right way. 
� As Lt. Governor, Jane led the effort to implement 

common-sense health care reform in Colorado. 
� Jane helped pass market-based changes that 

reduced costs, gave individuals more control, and 
stopped state money from funding clinics that 
provide abortions. 

� Jane believes health care reforms must be based 
on empowering patients and doctors�not 
Washington politicians and bureaucrats. 

Slash Spending and  
Balance the Budget 

� As a Cabinet secretary, Jane Norton cut spending 
in her department by 28%.  

� As Lt. Governor, Jane cut her own budget by 10% 
and general fund spending by 28%. 

� Jane will bring her record of fiscal responsibility to 
Washington. She�ll fight to balance the budget 
through a 20% cut in wasteful spending. 

That�s real experience. 
That�s proven conservative leadership.

That�s what we need in Washington 
to fight Barack Obama, Nancy 

Pelosi, and the liberals in Congress. 

Repeal Obamacare. Restore Our Health Care Rights.

Paid for by Jane Norton for Colorado 
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By Harriet Halbig
The board of the Woodmoor 
Improvement Association ap-
pointed three new directors at its 
meeting on June 23.

The board voted at its May 
19 meeting to declare vacant the 
positions of three directors at 
large—George McFadden, Mari 
Rollins, and Larry Goad—due 
to their absence without cause 
from three consecutive board 
meetings.

Board Secretary Jim Wilson 
announced that the board had 
sought legal counsel and had 
been told that its actions were 
appropriate and in keeping with 
the association’s bylaws. Coun-
sel had also confirmed that the 
board’s actions were appropriate 
for members at large as well as 
officers of the association.

There were five candidates 
for the three vacant positions, 
and all five had served in various 
capacities on board committees. 
After brief comments from each 
candidate, the board elected 
three individuals to serve the re-

mainder of the terms vacated.
Ed Miller was elected to 

serve until January 2011 as di-
rector of covenant control. Craig 
Gaydos will serve until January 
2012 as director of common ar-
eas. Carolyn Street-Carey will 
also serve until January 2012 
and act as board liaison with the 
forestry committee.

All new directors may run 
for election at the end of their 
appointed term.

Rabid foxes found
In his president’s report, Chuck 
Maher said that the El Paso 
County Department of Health 
had notified him that three rabid 
foxes were found in Woodmoor.  
He said he would post the infor-
mation on the association web-
site. See the article on page 1.

Changes in 
administrative staff

Maher also reported that the 
association lost two of its three 
administrative workers in the 
last month.

Vice President Nick Hale 

thanked Matt Beseau, the re-
maining administrative worker, 
for his effort in keeping the 
office running under trying cir-
cumstances. Later in the meeting 
it was announced that Beseau 
will be the new manager of the 
association.

Financial report
Treasurer Nick Oakley reported 
that the association is on track 
with its budget for the year. He 
reminded those present that the 
majority of income comes from 
member dues and is received 
in the first three months of 
the year. After that, income is 
largely from rental of the Barn 
and fines for covenant violations 
and nonpayment of dues. Oakley 
reminded residents that finan-
cial information is available for 
consultation by residents at the 
office at any time.

Bear sightings
Director of Woodmoor Public 
Safety Paul Lambert reported a 
larger than average number of 
bear sightings in the area and 

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, June 23

Board appoints new members

It doesn�t take much 
    to make a difference

Go to 
www.TogetherWeSave.com
to see what you can do.

Thinking of selling? Our low �Flat Fee� program has 
saved El Paso county sellers thousands of dollars vs. 
traditional real estate commissions. Think about it, you 
can get the professional services of a REALTORTM

while preserving more of your home�s equity. 

(719) 481-3966 

In Douglas County? Call (303) 886-8901.

Support Our Community!
Shop Tri-Lakes.
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June Weather Wrap
By Bill Kappel

Finally, after almost an entire year in which every month 
saw below normal temperatures, some consistent heat re-
turned in June. Temperatures were well above normal for 
the month, with precipitation below normal. This was the 
result of a persistent ridge of high pressure dominating 
our weather and keeping an active and wet storm track 
just to our north.

It was a dry and mild start to June around the region 
as temperatures went from seasonal to warm during the 
first week of the month. We started the month off in the 
mid- to upper 70s from the 1st through the 3rd, and then 
jumped into the 80s from the 4th through the 6th. High 
pressure built into the region from the west southwest, 
bringing the warm and dry air into the region. There was 
plenty of high and mid-level moisture with this pattern 
as we were just on the south side of a very active weather 
pattern affecting the Pacific Northwest and Northern 
Rockies, but the warm air moving in from the southwest 
served to cap any organized convection. Therefore, we 
only saw a couple storms pop up with brief rain and hail 
as the stronger storms stayed farther east in the deeper 
layers of moisture.

The week started off with record heat but ended 
cold and wet. Highs hit the 90 degree mark on Monday 
afternoon, despite plenty of cloud cover. A westerly wind 
helped to enhance the warm air mass that was already in 
place under a ridge of high pressure that moved in from 
the desert southwest. All of last year we reached 90 only 
on two days, August 22nd and 23rd, so we are already 
well ahead of last year. Of course the summer of 2009 
was very cold for us, so we wouldn’t expect that to hap-
pen two years in a row. Hopefully you enjoyed the heat, 
because quickly on the heels of this record warmth, cold 
air returned with plenty of low clouds, fog, rain, thunder, 
hail, and snow in the mountains.

Cold and wet weather started the week of the 14th, 
with rain and fog holding temperatures in the 50s and 
morning lows touching the 30s. However, this was short-
lived, as high pressure again built into the region out of 
the west/southwest, bringing with it dry and warm air. 
Temperatures jumped back through the 70s on the 15th to 
the low and mid-80s from the 16th to the 20th. Very few 
clouds were seen as well, with just a few areas of morning 
stratus and scattered afternoon cumulus, but no precipita-
tion reached the ground. Winds were gusty at times in the 
afternoons as well, and when combined with dry air made 
for high fire danger in the region. This will continue until 
the summer rains start kicking in, which should begin 
within the next week or two.

More warm and dry weather dominated the region 

through the beginning of the last weekend of June. Tem-
peratures managed to hit the upper 70s to the mid-80s 
from the 21st through the 26th with mostly clear to partly 
cloudy skies. A bit more moisture was able to work in un-
der the area of high pressure that had been dominating the 
region on the afternoons of the 26th through the 29th with 
scattered thunderstorms and rain showers. The strongest 
of these affected the area on the afternoon of the 27th with 
brief heavy rain and some hail. The last few days of the 
month saw temperatures at or slightly above normal with 
overall quiet conditions.

A look ahead
July can be an active weather month around the region, 
as the Southwest Monsoon season gets going. Afternoon 
and evening thunderstorms are a common occurrence, 
and when they are able to tap into higher levels of mois-
ture, flash flooding can result. Hot, stagnant weather can 
also take hold for a few days at time, with highs hitting 
well into the 90s. For a complete look at monthly climate 
summaries for the Tri-Lakes region, please visit http:
//www.thekappels.com/ClimateSummary.htm.

June 2010 Weather Statistics
Average High    77.7° (+2.3°)
Average Low    45.9° (+2.7°)
Highest Temperature  90°F on the 7th 
Lowest Temperature  37°F on the 14th 
Monthly Precipitation  0.83” 

(-1.83” 69% below normal)
Monthly Snowfall  0.0” 

(-0.1” 100% below normal)
Season to Date Snow   144.6” 

(+8.3” 8% above normal) 
(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)

Season to Date Precip   20.72” 
(-1.89” 8% below normal) 

(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days  118 (-64)
Cooling Degree Days  22 (+6)

For more detailed weather information and Climatology 
of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit 
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm. 

Remember, weather affects all of us every day and 
is a very important part of life for us in the Tri-Lakes 
region, and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique 
weather event or have a weather question, please contact 
us at billkappel@ourcommunitynews.org.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.

reminded residents to keep pet food indoors.
Off-roading incidents

Kevin Nielsen of Woodmoor Public Safety said that all 
officers have completed firearms training and attended 
the simulated live fire training at Palmer Ridge High 
School held recently. He said that there have been recent 
incidents of young people off-roading on common areas, 
including one case where a nonresident got stuck in the 
mud in the Marsh. That incident resulted in a charge of 
trespassing. He reminded homeowners that a charge of 
covenant violation would be applied to a resident in a 
similar case.

Architectural Control 
Anne Stevens-Goutanis, director of Architectural Con-
trol, reported on recent approvals of such routine projects 
as house painting, driveway paving, fences, and roofing. 
She also reported that there was concern that some lots 
on the lake front were not buildable due to high water. 
She said that the Army Corps of Engineers had approved 
backfilling some lots and that Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation said that some homes could be built on stilts to 
avoid the problem.

Regarding the installation of above-ground swim-
ming pools, Stevens-Goutanis said that, were a resident 
to install such a pool, El Paso County would require that 
it be surrounded by a chain-link fence with a locking gate. 
No requests for such a pool have been received.

Forestry
Chuck Maher, as director of forestry, reported that there 
will be no Fire Wise event this August. He said that the 
presence of mountain pine beetles appears to be low at 

this time, but there have been some on Mount Herman 
so residents must remain vigilant. He said that residents 
should report dead trees standing or lying in Woodmoor 
to the association.

Jim Hale, reporting as director of Common Areas, 
said that mowing operations are beginning. He also said 
that he had consulted legal counsel regarding the con-
struction of the trail in the Marsh area and was advised 
that the association complete the project.

Survey results positive
Wilson introduced Dave Betzler, who reported on the re-
sults of the recent survey of residents. He said that about 
7 percent of residents responded, a number to be expected 
for a client survey involving no payment or reminder to 
respond.

Betzler said that the response was generally positive 
regarding administration, communications, architectural 
control manual, and effectiveness of the board. He said 
that a significant number of residents do not use the 
common areas and that most are satisfied with forestry 
activities.

Most respondents were satisfied with the planned 
community activities and were very satisfied with the 
services of Woodmoor Public Safety.

Negative comments involved the condition of roads 
and trails in the community.

Wilson thanked Betzler for his and his associates’ 
time and effort and said that survey results would be 
posted on the association website. He said that the asso-
ciation may do future surveys now that it knows how the 
software works.

**********
The Board of Directors of the Woodmoor Improvement 
Association meets on the fourth Wednesday of each 
month at the Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Drive in Monument. 
For information, call 488-2693 or go to woodmoor.org. ■

STELLAR STYLES 
SALON & SPA 

               introduces...

Megan 
(Incredible,  

Experienced  
Massage Therapist) 

Michael
(Phenomenal,        
Experienced 
Hair Stylist)15% OFF first 

visit with Megan 
or Michael thru 

8/31/10 
Special discounts�Stop by! 
790 Hwy 105 unit E  
Palmer Lake, CO

(719) 487-9845 

Meet & Greet Fri., 7/23/10  
wine, cheese, free mini  

services with Megan & Mike. 
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Vacation Bible School
Monument Hill Church,  

18725 Monument Hill Road  
July 26 through July 30 

6 pm to 8:30 pm  
Kindergarten through Fifth Graders  
 Don�t miss the ship�Register now to be a part of this 

High Seas Expedition VBS! Deck hands needed!  
Go to www.monumenthillchurch.org   

or call 651-3093 or 287-2432 for more information. 

         Free Estimates 

   -  Field Mowing 
   -  Brush Hogging 
   -  Lawn Care 

        Owner: 
             Lance Wilde 

         PHONE: 
          (719) 499-1031

                                                                            

Behind on your mortgage? 
Avoid foreclosure. 

We can help: (719) 502-6572.
Laurie Clark, CRB, CCSS, Broker 
Laurie.AngelRealty@gmail.com
www.Angel-RealtySells.com     
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Letter Guidelines
Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on 
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has 
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form 
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the 
editor and include your full name, home address, and day 
and evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is rec-
ommended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, 
and accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommunityn
ews.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send 
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowl-
degement. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, 
please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we 
have received your letter.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to 
Our Community should not be interpreted as the view 
of OCN even when the letter writer is a reporter or other 
volunteer for OCN.

Open letter to all residents of 
Woodmoor

Based upon letters that we three directors received, and 
as many of you have read in the Woodmoor Improvement 
Association (WIA) newsletter, you should know that the 
WIA board “Majority 6” is attempting to remove us, as 
duly elected directors of your association. We represent 
voters who elected us and comprise one-third of the board 
membership. 

This illegal and improper action is being attempted by 
flagrant misusage of the WIA bylaws. The attempted re-
moval also violates the Colorado Non-Profit Act and the 
Colorado Common Interest Ownership Act, under which 
the WIA must operate. The board majority has used 
vague and misleading communications to declare that our 
three positions, and remaining terms, are vacant. 

Despite their claims, there are no vacant board posi-
tions unless one or more of the majority have resigned 
without notice. The majority has no authority or ability 
to remove the minority members with whom they dis-
agree, and willfully and knowingly ignoring facts or the 
law does not change that. We were elected by the owners 

and we have not resigned, nor do we have any intention 
of resigning to enable the majority to comprise all nine 
members of the board. 

We minority directors will continue to monitor and 
challenge all actions of the majority, for the owners who 
elected us. We will continue to shed light on the illegal 
and improper actions of the majority, and we call on 
Chuck Maher, WIA president, to step down, as he has 
shown no interest or leadership to ensure that the board 
follows the bylaws of the association. 

We call upon the board to post—on the WIA Website 
for owner review—legal documentation backing its ac-
tion, including a full accounting of the three consecutive 
regular board meetings’ absences we minority directors 
have been charged with, which they claim provided the 
authority to declare our seats vacant. 

We remain your representatives and faithful board 
members.
George McFadden (term ends January 2011) 
Larry Goad (term ends January 2012) 
Mari Rollins (term ends January 2012) ■

Letters to Our Community

Live outside our free delivery area*?
Want prompt delivery every month 

direct to your mailbox? 

Subscribe to OCN! 
$17 for 12 issues 

Name ______________________________ 
Address _____________________________ 

 _____________________________ 
City, State Zip _______________________ 

Mail this form with a check or money order to 
Our Community News 
P.O. Box 1742 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742 

Questions? Call John Heiser, (719) 488-3455 

*County Line Rd. to Northgate Rd.,  
Palmer Lake to Hwy 83.

Luke Ebaugh leaving Monument staff for dental school

By Jim Kendrick
Luke Ebaugh’s winding path from the Monument Pub-
lic Works Department to a California dental school is 
nearing completion. He will be attending the Western 
University of Health Sciences’ College of Dental 
Medicine in Pomona. He will leave Monument for the 
four-year program in late July. James Schubauer, who 
was hired in April from Mountain Farmer, will replace 
Ebaugh as parks supervisor. 

The town staff gave him a big sendoff party at 
Dirty Woman Creek Park on Mitchell Avenue on June 
3. The event was replete with brats, hamburgers, chips, 
a cake decorated with a huge tooth, gag gifts, and blis-
tered thumbs from a spirited game of horseshoes. 

Like this party, work has been a family affair for 
Ebaugh for some time. His wife, Natalie, is the assis-

tant planner for the Development Services Department. 
His father-in-law, Bob Schubert, is the streets foreman for 
the Public Works Department. Bob and Natalie moved to 
Monument 15 years ago from Riverside, Calif. Bob has 
worked for the town for 12 years. Natalie has worked for 
the town for nine years transitioning from summer part 
time to full time, all in the Planning Department. The 
recording secretary for the town’s Planning Commission, 
she wrote the Great Outdoors Colorado Grant application 
that led to several improvements in Limbach Park. Natalie 
and Luke will have been married seven years in August. 

Luke arrived in Monument with his family in 1999 
after growing up in Kansas. He attended Pikes Peak 
Community College and graduated from the University 
of Colorado in Colorado Springs in December 2008 with 
a degree in biology and a minor in psychology. Luke has 
worked in Public Works for a little over five years. He was 
“full time” in both roles, attending night and weekend 
classes. Luke will become a “geographic bachelor” for 
now, living with family members in Ontario, California 
when he starts school. 

See http://www.ourcommunitynews.org/v10n2.htm# 
parker for information on a fundraiser for their son Parker 
that was organized by Monument Water Clerk Mary 
Russelavage. Parker was born in June 2009 with a rare 
genetic eye condition called aniridia (no iris), and as a re-
sult of the aniridia, he also has glaucoma. He has had six 
surgeries to date to help control the glaucoma and repair 
a detached retina, in an attempt to save his partial vision. 
The money raised will be used to help fund future surger-
ies for Parker and fund research in the field.

Donations should be sent to “Cops For Kids” at PO 
Box 725, Monument CO 80132. For more information and 
to support research, see www.visionfortomorrow.org. ■

Left: From left, Bob Schubert and Natalie, Parker, 
and Luke Ebaugh enjoy Luke’s going-away party in 
Dirty Woman Creek Park on June 3. Luke is leaving 
his job as the parks supervisor of the Public Works 
Department to attend dental school at the Western 
University of Health Sciences in Pomona, California. 
Photo by Jim Kendrick
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By the staff at Covered Treasures
“I’m bored!!” 

If you happen to hear that comment from your chil-
dren this summer, you could give them a chore (as our 
mothers often did), or you can challenge and entertain 
them with the help of some exciting new books.

My Garden
By Kevin Henkes (Greenwillow Books) $17.99
The girl in this book grows chocolate rabbits, tomatoes as 
big as beach balls, flowers that change color, and seashells 
in her garden. The intriguing story and colorful illustra-
tions by Caldecott Medal winner Henkes are sure to cap-
ture a young child’s imagination. 

BANANA-GRAMS!
By Joe Edley (Workman Publishing) $8.95
Filled with 575 appealing word challenges, BANANA-
GRAMS takes the anagram to new brain-twisting levels. 
Ranging from easy to extra hard, there are seven clever 
puzzle types from Banana Splits (solve letter substitu-
tion scrambles in rapid-fire fashion) to Banana Leaves (a 
progressive search for four-, five-, six-, and seven-letter 

words). The book is a collaboration between Abe Nathan-
son, his daughter and grandchildren, and word-puzzle 
master Joe Edley, the only three-time National Scrabble 
Champion.

A Really Short History of Nearly Everything
By Bill Bryson (Delacorte Press) $19.99
How big is the universe? How heavy is the Earth? Why 
are the oceans salty? Bill Bryson’s storytelling skill 
makes the “How?” and, just as importantly, the “Who?” 
of scientific discovery entertaining and accessible for all 
ages. This is a book for anyone who likes to explore the 
mysteries of time and space, one page at a time, with lots 
of colorful illustrations along the way.

50 Ways to Get Your CartOn
By Ellen Warwick (Sterling Publishing Co., Inc.) $7.95
Don’t throw those milk and egg cartons in the recycle 
trash. Use this “Eco-Crafty” book of 50 innovative 
ideas to create fun and funky crafts, such as: a Beautiful 
Bangle Bracelet, a Magnificent Medieval Castle, an As-
teroid Treasure Box, a Carton of Eden Planter, or a Fine 
Feathered Friends Feeder. 

Flower Fairies Activity Book & Alphabet Coloring 
Book
By Cicely Mary Barker (Penguin Group) $6.99 & $4.99 
Based on the popular Flower Fairies books, these activi-
ties are sure to please the younger set. The activity book 
includes two dolls to dress up and play with on rainy 
summer days.

The Brainiest Insaniest Ultimate Puzzle Book!
By Robert Leighton, Mike Shenk & Amy Goldstein (Work-
man Publishing) $10.95
This clever, colorful bonanza of more than 250 mind-
teasing mazes, word games and visual puzzles invites 
children to wind their way through the twisted cemetery 
gates in Dead End, match sunburned kids to their beach 
gear by examining their Hot Lines or figure out which as-
tronaut is asleep on the job in It’s Astro-Logical. There’s 
even a book-wide Scavenger Hunt and a Certificate of 
Achievement for those who complete the hunt and earn 
it.

How to Kazoo
By Barbara Stewart (Workman Publishing), $10.95
Any child or adult who can hum, can kazoo with this 
user’s guide and practitioner’s manual. The book comes 
with a kazoo, fingering charts and froggy practice tunes, 
lip positions, and beginning and advanced techniques.

Backyard Bug Mazes
By Roger Moreau (Sterling Publishing Co. Inc.) $7.95
This colorful collection of bug mazes covers everything 
from the monarch butterfly to black widow spiders. Read-
ers are encouraged to help prevent these tiny creatures 
from causing any damage to the great outdoors by finding 
their way through winding garden paths---a real eye-
opening experience. 

A Kid’s Look at Colorado
By Phyllis J. Perry (Fulcrum Publishing) $15.95
From ghost towns to Native Americans to the state flower, 
this fun and entertaining new book takes a fresh approach 
to our state. Every chapter contains unique photographs 
and intimate stories about Colorado’s fascinating and 
diverse characters from wildlife to early explorers. It is 
a unique and fun reference for young Colorado enthusi-
asts.

The Big Book of Fun!
By The National Geographic Society $6.99
Boredom-busting games, jokes, puzzles, and mazes, with 
over 200 authentic, colorful photos and illustrations, pro-
vide many hours of fascinating fun. Children discover 
funny zoo animals hiking in the city, slip and slide down 
an awesome waterslide, and go through jungles, under the 
sea and into outer space with totally wild mazes.

Whether you’re challenging your children this sum-
mer, entertaining them on a car or airplane trip, or provid-
ing diversion for visiting kids, there are some amazing 
new books to help you along the way. 

Until next month, happy reading. ■

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Summer fun for kids 

In April, the Gleneagle Sertoma Club 
elected nofficers to serve July 1, 2010 
through July 1, 2011. The new officers are: 
President–Sherry Edwards, Chairman of the 
Board–Kay Petersen, President-Elect–Bill 
George, Secretary–Duane Gritzmaker, 
Treasurer–Dennis Eagan, VP Membership–
Bill Nance, VP Service–Mary K Jones, 
VP Sponsorship–Rae Berg, VP Ways and 
Means–Todd Sherman, VP Programs–Bob 
Keys, Sergeant At Arms–John Bruce, Board 
Members–John Bloom, Joan Miranda, Bob 
Duckworth, Dick Witzig, and Emil Squaz-
zo. The Gleneagle Sertoma Club meets ev-
ery Wednesday, 11:30 a.m., at the Academy 
Hotel, 8110 N. Academy, Colorado Springs. 
All are welcome. For more information, call 

Sherry Edwards, 488-1044, or Bill Nance, 
488-2312. ■

Pictured left to right: John Bruce, 
Sergeant at Arms; Duane Gritzmaker, 
Secretary; Todd Sherman, VP Ways and 
Means; Bill George, President-Elect; 
Rae Berg, VP Sponsorship; Bill Nance, 
VP Membership; Sherry Edwards, 
President; Kay Petersen, Chairman of 
the Board. Photo by Joan Miranda.

Gleneagle Sertoma Club elects officers
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By Woody Woodworth
Summer is officially here and most of your container 
gardens are planted, your hanging baskets are blooming 
beautifully, and your deck boxes are in full color. Now it 
is time to focus on what makes your summertime gardens 
shine: perennials. A good mix of perennials can help 
your gardens exhibit magnificent blooms throughout the 
summer and provide nectar to bees, butterflies, and hum-
mingbirds.

Remember to place perennials in areas that have 
similar requirements of water, sun, and protection. Many 
plants are xeric and too much water may not only hinder 
their performance, but overwatering them wastes a valu-
able resource. One common sense approach is to place 
plants that require more light in five or more hours of sun 
and consequently place shade plants in morning sun or 
filtered light areas. Some perennials need more protection 
from our harsh winds and winters. Find the micro climate 
in your yard that may offer a warmer area with less expo-
sure to the elements.

Here are a few suggestions for full sun areas in your 
garden. One heat-loving xeric plant called Centaurea 
(Montana blue) offers continuous blue blooms throughout 
the summer and looks great next to the yellow canopy of 
moonbeam yarrow. Ice plant and acre sedum combined 
with Veronica can offer companion ground covers of 
yellow and blue while the purple spires of May night or 
East Friesland salvia tower over the same spot. For a little 
color change, use red valarian to offer a 2-foot bush-like 
plant covered in red flowers with the silver-gray leaves 
and white blossoms of snow in summer underneath as a 
ground cover.

In areas that have a little less sun but not shade, use 
coneflower, columbine and foxglove for height, then gay-
feather, brookside geranium for a little lower size plant 
and Missouri primrose for a shorter, more ground cover 
type plant. Those combinations will give you a wide 
spectrum of color for most of the summer in three or four 
hours of sun.

Hosta for shade
When I think shade, the first plant that comes to mind is 
hosta. They offer a variety of sizes and variegations that 
add color and dimension to the shade garden. Brunera is 
shaped somewhat like hosta but with rounder leaves and 
will arrive earlier in the garden with small clusters of 
blue flowers. Astilbe is another interesting shade lover 
that shoots a feathery plume up over two feet of fern-like 

growth typically blooming in red, white, and pink. Use 
sweet woodruff to get a 4-inch-high ground cover with 
a white flower, vinca for a similar size in purple and la-
mium for an interesting array of variegations and a bloom 
in white or pink.

Wherever you have plants, remember to cover the top 
of the soil with about three inches of fine forest mulch 
such as Soil Pep. The mulch will help keep moisture in 
and weeds at bay. If weeds start to appear, they should be 
easy to pull because their root system will have difficulty 
getting developed in the soil below. Pull weeds before 
they go to seed and remember the old adage: One year of 
seed equals seven years of weed.

Don’t forget to fertilize
Fertilize your perennials every other week with a liquid 
fertilizer. I use Age Old Organic Bloom on all of my 
vegetable gardens, annual containers and perennials. The 
product is easy to use and will provide your blooming pe-
rennials the nutrients needed to perform well in the hotter 

months ahead. The fertilizer can be sprayed on the plant 
and is absorbed through the leaves. Organic-based liquid 
nutrients applied directly to the plants provides nutrients 
in forms that are immediately available to the growing 
plant. 

Over the next couple of months, garden centers will 
be full of colorful perennials in many varieties and colors. 
Visit your favorite store and ask advice on pairing up sun, 
semi-shade, and shade perennials that will make your 
summer gardens shine.
Woody Woodworth is a member of the Garden Centers 
of Colorado, is actively involved in the green industry 
and operates a garden center in downtown Monument.

High Country Highlights

Perennials for summer color

243 Washington St.  
Historic Downtown Monument 

www.highcountryHG.com � 481-3477 

COLORFUL PERENNIALS!

VISIT THE WESTERN BEE FARM
Come see bee hives and taste our honeys 

Feed our Happy Hens                        
See Elmo, The World�s Cutest Alpaca

Learn about beekeeping, soap & candle making 
Saturdays and Sundays: 11-5 weather permitting

Other times by appointment 
Corner of Roller Coaster and Higby 

(719) 930-1954 

LAND FOR SALE!
Four 5-acre lots in D-20 with 
Pikes Peak views and trees. 

Sue Gindhart, ABR, CRS, GRI, Rawhide Co. Realtors
719.495.4746   719.339.8346   1-888.495.4746

For advertising information, call John Heiser at 488-3455 or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

• OCN is mailed free to every resident in the Tri-
Lakes area. We mail 13,600+ copies every month. 
OCN reportedly has the fourth-largest circulation 
of local newspapers in El Paso County after The 
Gazette, the Colorado Springs Independent, and 
the Woodman Edition. We put copies of OCN into 
the hands of those people most likely to buy your 
products or services: local residents. 

• OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area 
news. For the past 8 years, OCN has been presenting 
unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes area 
governmental entities and their deliberations and 
actions. Credibility is key during tough times. 
Advertising in a credible medium typically rubs 
off on the advertisers in that media.

• OCN only takes ads from Tri-Lakes area 
businesses. In OCN, your ad won’t be competing 
for attention with ads from Colorado Springs 
and Castle Rock. This policy was adopted at the 
founding of OCN in 2001 as a way to help local 
businesses like yours succeed.

• OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication 
schedule help stretch your ad budget. OCN has 
the lowest ad cost per printed copy of any local 
publication. Since OCN is a monthly publication, 
your ad is out there for a month—more than four 
times longer than other local papers. Many of our 
advertisers tell us they’re still getting calls in the 
third and fourth week of the month.

• OCN does not use contracts: You aren’t tied down. 
Adjust your advertising month-to-month to meet 
your changing needs. Our advertisers advertise 
with us because they see benefit in it, not because 
they’re bound by a contract they signed months 
before. To reward frequent advertisers, OCN has 
a Frequent Advertiser Bonus program. You earn 
up to 10% of your ad cost as a bonus you can use 
to reduce the cost of future OCN advertising. The 
more you advertise with OCN, the more you save.

• You are supporting a good thing: Your 
advertising dollars support a unique all-volunteer, 
Tri-Lakes-area-focused, nonprofit effort to present 
factual, comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area 
residents.

And the best reason of 
all: It works!

• Lois Wilde, L&L Field Mowing - “The boys were 
amazed at how quickly they received calls last year 
after their ad went into the May issue. The jobs they 
got from the OCN kept them busy all summer.” 

• Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school 
- “This is the best advertising money I’ve spent! 
OCN is the best paper in town and readers look 
forward to every issue. I have seen a big response 
to my new ad in this paper. I do not need to 
advertise anywhere else as my other advertising is 
word of mouth! Thank you OCN for your hard work 
to make this paper stand out from the rest in our 
community!” 

• Kerri Bohler, B&E Filling Station Restaurant - 
“Thanks for all you have done for us. Our ad with 
OCN was the best thing we ever did for advertising. 
It outshines all the rest.” 

• Karissa Rytting, Tadpole Preschool - “Thanks to 
my ad in OCN, my preschool is now full for next 
fall!” 

• Scott Sanders, Sanders Consulting - “Thanks to the 
OCN ads my plate is full and I don’t think I could 
take on any more clients right now.” 

• Yukie Stauffer, Vitae Salon - “We had great 
response from our ad. I really appreciate it. It 
is amazing to see how many people came to us 
with our ad from OCN and many of our clients 
mentioned about our ad.” 

• Sarah Groh, Voice and Piano Lessons - “Your 
paper has been the best press I have ever had.” 

• Annie Matchett, House for Sale - “Thanks to the ad 
I ran in OCN, I sold my house in Woodmoor in one 
month. It worked great!”

• Kathie Kaufer, Help Wanted for Family Reunion 
- “The ad yielded excellent results. Thanks!”

• Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons - “Ads in OCN work 
great for me. I tried other local papers and got no 
response. Thanks to my ads in OCN, I can work 
from home and make a decent living. All my work 
comes from my ads in OCN.”

Why advertise now?
In tough economic times, businesses that continue 
or expand their advertising take market share from 
those that reduce or stop advertising. Businesses that 
gain market share during downturns tend to keep that 
increased market share when economic conditions 
improve. Each percentage point of market share gained 
during a recession is worth that much more as the 
economy improves. 

A McGraw-Hill study following the 1981-1982 

recession found that from 1980 to 1985, companies 
that maintained or increased their advertising typically 
grew their sales 14 times more than companies that cut 
back on advertising.

At least six studies conducted during recessionary 
periods from 1960 to 1990 found the same correlation.

Smart business owners are not cutting back on their 
advertising, but they are being careful about where they 
invest their advertising dollars.

Why advertise in OCN?
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By Elizabeth Hacker
I associate the American white pelican named by John 
James Audubon with the Fourth of July. In 1838, Audubon 
wrote: “In consequence of this discovery, I have honored 
it with the name of my beloved country, over the mighty 
streams of which may this splendid bird wander free and 
unmolested to the most distant times, as it has already 
done in the misty ages of unknown antiquity.” 

Birding on the Palmer Divide is always full of sur-
prises, and this spring was no exception! 

I often scan the skies looking for birds, and one day 
in early May while driving down Woodmoor Drive, I 
spotted a flock of big white birds and I knew right away it 
was the American white pelican. 

Their large size, snow white bodies, curved necks, 
and orange bills and legs were right, but pelicans are of-
ten mistaken for snow geese, swans, or whooping cranes. 
However, their distinctive black primary and outer sec-
ondary feathers are unique, and their stocky build gives 
them an altogether different profile from other birds. 
Furthermore, there is no other bird that soars in unison 
and flaps its wings on the same beat like the pelican. See-
ing them in flight is truly a sight to behold, and I’m still 
reeling from it. 

This flock was gracefully circling on the mid-day 
rising thermals, and I suspected they were looking for a 
place to land. White pelicans are boreal and will roost in 
trees, but they feed in water so I suspected I might find 
them on Monument Lake. Because pelicans feed early in 
the morning, I waited until next day before heading over. 
My guess proved to be a good one, and there was a flock 
of about 20 pelicans floating on the lake. 

I had my binoculars, but I didn’t need them because 
as lakes go Monument is rather small and pelicans are 
huge. An adult white pelican can weigh up to 30 pounds 
(the average weight is closer to 16 pounds). It is truly 
remarkable that it can fly, and it probably takes every 

muscle in its 9-foot wingspan to become airborne. 
Pelican teamwork

The American white pelican often works in groups to 
capture prey. Some birds forage individually but have a 
lower success rate. In a semi-circle formation, a group 
of pelicans can corral a school of fish by flapping their 
wings on the water, swishing their webbed feet, and troll-
ing their long beaks through the water. The fish are moved 
close to shore where the pelicans scoop them up by filling 
their elastic pouches with water and then expelling the 
water through their bills, retaining the prey. Pelicans are 
opportunistic and not picky about the fish they eat. 

On average, a pelican will consume 3 pounds of 
fish a day. During the spring and summer when pelicans 
breed and feed their chicks, they must consume about 40 
percent of their body weight each day. White pelicans are 
cunning hunters and often steal prey from each other and 
other birds. Especially vulnerable are diving ducks as 
they re-emerge from the depths with a fish between their 
bills—the pelican is there waiting to take it from them.

White pelicans nest in large colonies and prefer 
remote undisturbed areas on islands or peninsulas. I’ve 
never seen pelicans nesting in Colorado but, according to 
“Sibley’s Guide to Birds of Western North America,” por-
tions of eastern Colorado are mapped as breeding habitat. 
It is possible that this small flock was looking for nesting 
habitat on the Divide, but more likely it was on its way 

north to join a larger colony.
Adult breeding birds develop ridges on their bills 

called “nuptial tubercles,” ornamental plumes on top 
their heads, and their eyes change from dark to light. 
The nuptial tubercles fall off and their ornamental head 
plumes morph into dark feathers once the chicks hatch. 
The birds I observed had none of these characteristics, 
and the lakes on the Divide maybe too small to attract a 
colony of breeding pelicans.

Pelicans lay two eggs in a ground depression lined 
with soft vegetation. The parents take turns incubating 
the eggs for about a month. The chicks are hatched naked 
and completely dependent on their parents. The first chick 
hatched has a distinct advantage and is often the only 
chick to survive. Both parents feed the chicks regurgi-
tated fish until the chicks are the size of an adult and able 
to hunt for themselves. About 10 weeks after hatching, the 
young birds are ready to join the colony. 

What bird is it?
Tri-Lakes is a great place to live because people here 
appreciate the abundant wildlife. While walking with 
my friend Raleigh Dove one evening, we stopped to 
admire a flower garden and spoke to Stephanie and her 
son Nathan, who are relatively new to the area. Our con-
versation quickly turned from flowers to a beautiful blue 
bird Stephanie had seen in her yard that day. There are 
a number of blue birds here, including two varieties of 
bluebirds, three jays, two species of blue buntings, and 
probably others. So what was it?

This is when determining the “GISS” (general size 
and shape) of a bird is helpful. Is it the size of a robin or a 
sparrow? Where did you see it? Was it blue and white or 
orange? After a few questions, we narrowed it down to a 
western bluebird! Birding by impression stresses learn-
ing the basics of a bird’s relative size, structure, behavior, 
habitat, coloration, and voice. It is an easy and reliable 
starting point for initial field identification. 

Elizabeth Hacker is an artist in the Tri-Lakes area. Her 
bird prints are available on her website, www.Elizabet
hHackerArt.com, with proceeds benefiting habitat pres-
ervation. E-mail her at elizabethhacker66@yahoo.com. 
Call her at 719-510-5918 to ask questions or share bird 

stories.

TREE MAN 
Tree Service & Fire Prevention

We are a local 
professional tree 
service offering 
quality work at 

affordable prices. 

� We do all types of 
tree work any time 
of year: Removal, 
thinning, trimming, 
chipping. 

� Firewood Available 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Tadpole Preschool 
in Jackson Creek 

Pre-K for Fall 

M & W, 9-12, $90 per month 

Licensed, academic, fun! 

264-9966

1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25  
off Highway 105 & Knollwood. 

(719) 487-8660

Spice It Up!
Are you ready to update your look? 

I specialize in the latest razored, 
texturized cuts and color trends 

Arlene Nelson

DEER CREEK 
* Fantastic Cul-de-Sac Corner Lot *  Huge 

Mountain Views * 4Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car * 
Formal Living and Dining * Private Yard 
Backs to 500 Acres * Well Maintained * 
Loft Office Area * Huge Master Suite *   

SD 20 * $375,000 * 

(719) 492-3974 Cell

MARK RUDOLPH 

www.stuartscottltd.com 
View all of my Current Listings 

DEER CREEK 
* Open Multi-Functional Floor Plan *  
Casual Living * Perfect Condition * 
Stucco/Stone * 5Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car * 

Newly Finished Lower * 3,582 Sq. Ft. * 
Rec. Room, Office, * Main Level Master *      

SD 20 * $390,000 * 

SYLVAN MEADOWS 
* Custom Colorado Log Home * Heavily 
Treed 5 Acre Lot * 5Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car * 
Quality Built Ranch w/ Walkout Lower * 
5,014 Sq. Ft. * Great for Entertaining * 
Granite, Hickory, River Rock * Gourmet 
Kitchen * Fab Great Room * $669,000 *

HE FINESTT HOMES, SERVICE & RESULTS

BROADMOOR GLEN 
* Among the Largest Lots in the Glen * 
Dramatic 2-Story Great Room * Perfect 
Blend of Indoor/Outdoor Living * 4Bed/ 
4Bath/ 3Car * Cul-de-Sac * Over 4,000 

Sq. Ft. * Rec. Room, Office, Gym/Theater 
Space * Playground * SD 12 * $460,000 * 

Photo 1 

Photo 2 

Photo 3 

Photo 4 

New!

New!

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

American white pelican

Above: Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of  
American white pelicans. A color version 
is posted at www.ourcommunitynews.org/

v10n7bird.htm.



Page 32 Vol. 10 No. 7Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 33Saturday, July 3, 2010

Art Matters

Perception creates reality
By Janet Sellers

If our perception creates our reality, then artists have the 
most fun of all creating ideas and putting them out for 
our view.

The word “perception” comes from the Latin words 
perceptio and percipio and means “receiving, collecting, 
action of taking possession, apprehension with the mind 
or senses.”

What one perceives is a result of interplays between 
past experiences, including one’s culture, and the inter-
pretation of the perceived. If the percept does not have 
support in any of these perceptual bases, it is unlikely to 
rise above a perceptual threshold.

Speaking of perception and interplay, this year is a 
happy, playful one for our local public art. We have some 
really fun art to view as we go out and about this summer. 
The new Tri-Lakes Views public outdoor art map is out—
you can pick it up at the shops in Historic Monument. 
Three new sculptures were chosen this year, and there is 
plenty of color and a feeling of motion in each one.

Reven Swansen has a colorful metal piece called 
“Dancing Moon” which is exhibited at the outside en-
trance to Monument Town Hall for 2010-11. Every work 
of Reven’s that I’ve personally seen is a fun, playful and 
colorful piece of art that embodies her joyful spirit. This 
work is an extension of her figurative sculpture series, and 
it is possible to see it move in the breeze or with a push 
of a finger. 

I spoke with Reven about this series when we were 
each installing works in other Colorado cities. She said 
that as a child, she and her dad would go outside in sum-
mer to look at the clear, starry Colorado skies at night. 
He told her that we are all part of the wonderful world 
and universe, and she often enjoyed talking with her dad 

about that while taking in the wonders of the skies.
Art Hop artists and Call for Entry news

Penny Stewart is exhibiting her oils (available for sale) 
at Wisdom Tea House, (65 Second St. (719-481-8822) 
for June and July. Penny’s luscious landscapes in oil are 
gems not to be missed. Her paintings include images of 
her travels abroad as well as here at home. A public school 
teacher in art for decades, she told me she “just wanted to 
get back to oils” after a career teaching ceramics. She said 
she picked up a paintbrush for oils at age 12 and has had a 
lifelong affair with its sensual, luminous effects.

I ventured to a new art venue at the June Art Hop at 
47 Third St. (719-481-9600), where I met and talked to 
co-owner A.T. Archuleta. They offer their “Secret Win-
dow” art gallery and floral studio in the building that used 
to house Winter Gallery. His oils range from the Wild 
West to fantasy imagery to history, with figurative works 
predominant. They will be active with the Art Hop all 
summer.

There will be an outdoor event called PLACE on 
Sept. 25-26, which includes a quick draw event and a 
silent auction for the artwork produced at the quick draw 
event. The Tri- Lakes Center for the Arts is accepting 
entries for that in July. For artists in a wide variety of 
media, the TCLA has a syllabus online with details at 
www.trilakesarts.org.

Quick Draw, Noon to 2 p.m Sept. 25: Everything 
about the Quick Draw is quick. All artists—competition 
painters, professionals, amateurs, and the simply adven-
turous compete and have fun. These artists have only six 
blocks and two hours to complete their works. During this 
short time, all registered Quick Draw participants will set 
up their supplies and paint, draw, or sculpt en plein air in 
downtown Palmer Lake. This is one of the most compel-
ling experiences of the event. Together, artists and specta-
tors are immersed in the creative process. See the scenes 
and how the artists interpret them. Smell the wet paint 
and get caught up in the excitement of watching a painting 
come to life before your eyes. 

Select Quick Draw finished pieces will be auctioned 
on Saturday evening at the Harvest Ball. The entry fee is 
$25. A silent auction will take place at the Harvest Ball, 
and the highest bidder will take home original art from 
the Quick Draw earlier in the day. Tickets to this music/
art auction event are $10. 

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter and sculptor 
whose work is exhibited in U.S. galleries and as civic 

and state public arts projects. She works in paint, metal, 
and concrete, and her work supports wild (and human) 

culture and habitat. Sellers lives in Woodmoor.

Right: New public art (top to bottom): Ivan Kosta’s 
“Life is Dance,” Reven Swansen’s “Dancing Moon,” 
and Ivan Kosta’s “Wellness Globe.” Photos by Claire 
Dauwe.
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V o t e r s !  
You Have A Choice This Year! 

John Finger For U.S. Senate 
Register Libertarian

Vote In The August 10 Primary 
Join The Fight To Save Our Country
www.fingerfavorsfreedom.com
Paid For By Finger In The Senate, (719) 499-8056.  Get a free eBook & decal at our website.
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Support Our Community!
Shop Tri-Lakes.
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By David Futey
On June 5, the Tri-Lakes Native American 
Inter-Tribal Festival offered members of 
the Tri-Lakes community an opportunity 
to celebrate and gain a greater understand-
ing of Native American history and cul-
ture. The festival was free and open to the 
public, with festival activities held at the 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) and 
in the area across from the center near the 
lakeside gazebo. 

After a blessing of the dance circle 
and the festival gathering, a Grand Entry 
by Native dancers marked the beginning 
of the festival. Throughout the day, jingle 
dress, fancy shawl, and grass dancers, sto-
rytellers from Lakota, Navajo, and Kicka-
poo tribes, singers, drummers, and artists 
demonstrating their skills in painting, 
jewelry, and beadwork provided insight 
into their culture and traditions. 

The festival was primarily an edu-
cational event as performers provided 
background into the meaning and sig-
nificance of their particular performances. 
Monument resident Brad Bearsheart said 
this Inter-Tribal Festival brought “Native 
Americans together to educate the non-
Native community about our history and 
culture. This was a wonderful opportunity 
to learn the meaning of our songs, dances, 

and beliefs.” 
The Colorado Springs Indian Center, 

One Nation Walking Together, and White 
Bison were among the Native American 
organizations that were represented and 
provided information on their activities. 

Vendors offered fry bread, Navajo ta-
cos and other food items, books on Native 
American history, flutes, jewelry, and oth-
er arts and crafts for sale. The festival was 
sponsored by the Palmer Lake Historical 
Society along with the Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts and Project Lighthouse. ■

Snapshots of Our Community 
Native American festival June 5: 

a learning experience

Left: Ella Bearsheart 
demonstrates shawl 
dancing to attendees 
of the Tri-Lakes Native 
American Inter-Tribal 
Festival. Above: 
Monument resident 
Brad Bearsheart leads 
attendees in a community 
dance. Below: The Plenty 
Wolf Singers (shown here) 
and the Water Bird Singers 
sang and provided the 
drumming for the dancers. 
Photos by David Futey.

By David Futey
Native American Music Award (NAMA) winning violinist Arvel Bird performed an 
evening concert at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts to conclude the daylong activities 
for the June 5 Native American Festival. Bird was accompanied by Monument resident 
Brad Bearsheart on the drum and the Bearsheart dancers, Varinia, Ella, and Nathan-
iel. 

Though Bird is a classically-trained violinist, his Southern Paiute and Scottish 
Highlands heritage along with an interest to explore beyond traditional musical bound-
aries has led him to apply his extraordinary talent to a variety of genres. As Bird said, 
he has yet “to meet a style of music he has not liked.” As a result, his concert flows with 
influences from folk, blues, Celtic, bluegrass, jazz and traditional Native American 
culture. Bird attributes his ability to perform such divergent genres to the versatility 
of the violin. 

Between songs, Bird provided background on the inspiration behind the next song 
and imparted philosophies from his Native American culture. Through the latter, Bird 
said that he hopes his audience leaves his concerts with a sense “to follow their hearts” 

as we are all on “a journey of self-discovery to find the purpose of life.” He said the 
“Creator has given us our own inner guidance” if we can only “listen to it through the 
distractions of everyday life.” 

For many of those who attended his concert, those distractions were far removed. His 
inspirational and passionate violin and flute playing led them on a musical journey they 
will not soon forget. Information on Bird can be found at www.arvelbird.com. Informa-
tion on upcoming events at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts is at www.trilakesarts.org.  
■

Arvel Bird shows versatility 
in concert, June 5 

Left: Arvel Bird performs at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts on June 5. 

Right: Arvel Bird, center, plays his violin while being joined by the Bearsheart 
Dancers, from left, Varinia, Ella, and Nathaniel, who clap to engage the 
audience during Bird’s performance at the TLCA on June 5. Brad Bearsheart 
accompanies Bird on the drum. 

Photos by David Futey.
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Art group displays works in 45th annual show, June 11

Latigo entertains at Columbine Festival, June 12 

By Candice Hitt
The 10th annual Columbine Festival 
on June 12 at the Town Hall in Palmer 
Lake was a social event for the commu-
nity, with live entertainment by the band 
Latigo. More information on the band 
and its upcoming events can be found at 

www.myspace.com/rockinhorsemusic. 
Refreshments were served along with 

popcorn. Each family attending received a 
beautiful columbine flower that they could 
take home and plant. The columbine is 
Colorado’s state flower adopted in 1899 
and protected by law. It is said the colum-

bine was discovered in Palmer Lake by 
mountaineer Dr. Edwin James.

The annual festival generally draws a 
crowd of 100 to 150 people. There was no 
charge for the event, but donations were 
being accepted to cover the costs for the 
band, flowers, and refreshments.

Fireworks show: Each year, Palmer 
Lake has a fireworks display celebrating 
the Fourth of July. T-shirts were sold to 
raise funds for the display. The communi-
ty is invited to the “What a Blast” Fourth 
of July celebration in Palmer Lake. ■

From left, Palmer Lake Art Group Scholarship winners Liah Hens, left, and 
Neil Grotzinger are shown with an assemblage of their works and that of 
Matt Regneir (not pictured). The three students were selected and received 
scholarship funding from PLAG toward their future education in art. Hens will 
be attending Colorado State University, seeking a dual degree in animal studies 
and art, while Grotzinger will be attending the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

From left, Bonnie Wendelburg, Jim Sawatzki, Karen Sparling, Barbara Fraser, 
Margarete Seagraves, Susan Arnold, Julie Evans, Jana Towery, Marcia 
Edwards, Mary Krucoff, Suzanne Jenne, Terri Erickson, Arlene Scaroni, Jan 
Dawson, Karin Toppel, and Norman Smith were among the PLAG artists and 
supporters who attended the opening reception of the 45th Annual Spring Fine 
Art Show and Sale held on June11. Photos by David Futey.

By David Futey
During June, the Palmer Lake Art Group 
(PLAG) held its 45th Annual Fine Art 
Show and Sale at the Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts (TLCA). Judged by Mary 
Morrison and chaired by PLAG member 
Suzanne Jenne, the show demonstrated 
PLAG’s depth and breadth of talent, as 

40 members displayed works in various 
media. The represented media included 
photography, acrylic, oil and watercolor 
paintings, mixed-media works, and 3D 
art such as jewelry and glass. Marcia 
Edwards’ oil painting, “By the Sea,” was 
selected as Best of Show.

As part of the show, PLAG an-

nounced the winners of its Art Scholar-
ship program. School District 38 graduat-
ing seniors Neil Grotzinger, Liah Hens, 
and Matt Regnier each received a scholar-
ship award. Since 1977, PLAG has been 
awarding scholarships to selected students 
who will be continuing their art careers in 
higher education. Proceeds from sales at 

the show go toward funding the scholar-
ships. 

In conjunction with the PLAG show, 
the Collaboration of Photographers held 
its first annual Member Show with 29 
photos exhibited in the TLCA’s Lucy Ow-
ens Gallery. Linda Kattiel’s photograph, 
“Blue Solitude,” won Best of Show. ■

Left: Christie Ramshur and Diane Starkey raise money to pay for the July 4 fireworks. Right: Mike Gourley on Bass, Tyler Donaldson on drums, Joe Donaldson on 
guitar and singer Justin Hane. Photos by Candice Hitt.

Support Our Community! Shop Tri-Lakes.
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By Bernard L. Minetti
Sensei (teacher) Reiko Omura was the 
overseer of the Japanese Ceremonial Tea 
conducted at the Senior Tea Social on June 
15. Omura told the ladies that she had been 
teaching this ceremony for 30 years. She 
related that she was a descendant of the 
Japanese Omotesenke group who had been 
passing this ceremony down to descendants 
for 400 years. 

Omotesenke is the name of one of the 
three houses or families that count their 
founder as Sen Riukyu, the first tea master, 
and they are dedicated to carrying forward 
the Way of Tea that was developed. Omura 
represents the 14th generation in her family 
to carry on this tradition.

Omura allowed student Hiroko Tyndall 
to prepare the tea. Tyndall said that the tea 
has a tendency to be bitter and that part of 
the ceremony was to serve two pieces of 
a sweet substance that participants place 
in their mouths to counter the somewhat 
strong flavor. She also told the group that 
the tea must be consumed in no more and no 
less than four sips from the cup.

Omura said that she teaches the cer-
emony in local schools in Colorado Springs 
and in Denver and also tutors individual 
students in this time-honored ceremony. 

Sae Ichihara, one of Omura’s students, said 
that she is being taught the Way of Tea and 
that the ceremony teaches students, at the 
very least, harmony, cleanliness, discipline, 
and order. Omura said that originally only 
men conducted the tea ceremony, but now 
generally only women participate, although 
men may still learn it if they desire.

The sensei (teacher) told the gathering 
that the tea is a special tea from China. The 
tea is called matcha and is ground into a 
powder. Matcha is made from shade-grown 
tea. The preparation of matcha starts sev-
eral weeks before harvest, when the tea 
bushes are covered to prevent direct sun-
light. This slows down growth, turns the 
leaves a darker shade of green and causes 
the production of amino acids that make the 
resulting tea sweeter. 

Omura told the ladies that she can be 
contacted at 719-266-8987 for additional 
information concerning tea ceremonies.

Next meeting
The July Ladies Senior Tea Social will be 
held on July 20 at 1 p.m. at Dirty Woman 
Creek Park located on Mitchell Road. It will 
take place as a free picnic, and the theme 
will be “Summer in July.” Anyone over 60 
years old is invited to attend at no charge. 
Food and drink will be provided. ■

Senior ladies participate in Japanese ceremonial tea

Cruisers Car Show fundraiser for Tri-Lakes Cares, June 13 

1970 Marcos GT owned by Bill 
Black and 1971 Ford Mustang Mach 
1 owned by: Dan O’Reily.

1965 Ford Mustang owned by Tom 
Benzeleski.

1932 Ford Cabriolet owned by Vern 
Schubarth and 1948 Chevy 3/4 Ton 
235 owned by  Jon Peters.

1968 Chevy Camero 327 owned by 
Jim Cook. Info: www.tlcruisers.org
Photos by Lora Lowry.

By David Futey
During the month of July, the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts 
(TLCA) will play host to a needle work and fiber art show. Art-
ists from along the Front Range will display pieces of wall art, 
apparel, decorative home art and accessories. 

The centerpiece of the show is the traveling National Tap-
estry “America the Beautiful” from the Embroiderer’s Guild of 
America (EGA). The five-panel piece, with each panel measur-
ing 2 feet wide and 4 feet high, includes the work of stitchers 
from around the country, including Colorado. 

Deb Ogden, past president of the Pikes Peak Chapter of 
the EGA, said the chapter “is proud to work with the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts in bringing the EGA National Tapestry to 
the Colorado area. The tapestry is a product of five years of em-
broidery completed by hundreds of stitchers from all over the 
United States. Panel four (counting from right to left) depicting 
the Rocky Mountain region traveled over 2,000 miles, with over 
300 stitchers from Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, and 
New Mexico contributing to its completion.” 

The exhibit will run from July 3 to 29 with the Opening 
Reception on July 17 from 1 to 4 p.m. An Afternoon Tea will be 
held in conjunction with the reception. Information about TLCA 
events is at www.trilakesarts.org

Photo by Deb Ogden

Top left: From left, Sensei (teacher) Reiko Omura with her students Kazuko Kreidel, 
Hiroko Tyndall, and Sae Ichihara with father Makoto (Mike) Ichihara as they prepare 
to conduct the Japanese Ceremonial Tea for the senior ladies group. Bottom left: 
Sensei (teacher) Reiko Omura, far right, oversees student Hiroko Tyndall as she 
conducts the Japanese Tea Ceremony for the senior ladies group. On the far left, 
students Sae Ichihara, left, and Kazuko Kriedel listen as the ceremony proceeds. 
Photos by Bernard Minetti.

Fiber art on display at TLCA in July
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By David Futey
On June 27, the Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts (TLCA) played host to Tri-Lakes 
Sparkles, a benefit tasting event spon-
sored by The Wine Seller. Proceeds 
from the benefit went to the TLCA and 
the Tri-Lakes Chamber Foundation’s 
initiative, Transport 59. 

The Wine Seller owner, Dirk 
Stamp, conceived of the idea for the 
event when determining what to do 
with a nine-liter bottle of Nicolas Feuil-
latte Champagne. Stamp said, “I had 
this giant bottle of champagne and did 
not want to use it for a private party. So 
I decided to use it to create an event and 
have a way to give back to the com-
munity.” 

For an additional donation, attend-
ees could get a glass of the champagne 
and a coupon for a discount from an 
area business. Local businesses that 
provided a donation included Colorado 
Villa Décor, Rosie’s Diner, Serrano 
Coffee, Bella Panini, Covered Trea-

sures Bookstore, Taste of Life, Pikes 
Peak Gelato, and the Rock House Ice 
Cream Shop. 

Attendees of the event were also 
afforded the opportunity to sample 
over 50 sparkling wines from Napa 
Valley, France, Italy, Argentina, Spain, 
and Australia. The champagnes were 
generously donated by distributors 
and suppliers to The Wine Seller. Dan 
Treanor and the Afro-Sippi Blues Band 
provided music for the event.  ■

Right: From left, Laura Stamp, The 
Wine Seller owner Dirk Stamp, Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts Executive 
Director Susan Adams, and TLCA 
board member Sandra Kinchen 
are taken with a nine-liter bottle 
of Nicolas Feuillatte Champagne. 
How to use this particular bottle 
of champagne was the motivation 
behind Tri-Lakes Sparkles, a tasting 
benefit event held at the TLCA. 
Photo by David Futey.

Left: Crafting sun catchers in The Bead Corner, with Jinx the cat investigating. Center: The Monumental Toy Shoppe offered free caricatures. Brooke Koback poses 
as her father looks on. Right: Firefighter Tony Tofoya shows Connie and Luke the engine.  Photos by Kate Wetterer

Monument Free Concert in the Park Wednesdays

Finally Summer Soul-stice Celebration returns, June 19
By Kate Wetterer

Monument hosted its second annual Fi-
nally Summer Soul-stice Celebration on 
June 19, set against a backdrop of sprawl-
ing Colorado skies and a crowded farm-
ers’ market. 

Solstice literally means “sun stands 
still,” because the sun reaches its farthest 

point north when rising and setting. Soul-
stice, however, refers to the welcoming 
spirit of Monument put on display. 

Musicians, artists, and businesses 
offered special deals and fun to visitors, 
ushering in a summertime mood. A hay-
ride—the Soul Train—rumbled past cars. 
The Fire Department opened its doors to 

the curious, offering kids a perch inside 
a fire engine. Activity options spanned a 
wide range of age levels, including a table 
in The Bead Corner dedicated to stringing 
free sun catchers and book signings in the 
Covered Treasures bookstore. 

Patches of sidewalk were offered 
to artists handy with chalk, so varied 

personalities left their art along the path. 
Musicians entertained onlookers through-
out the town. The celebration’s spotlight 
targeted mostly businesspeople and local 
artists. ■

Left: Woody Woodworth, second from left, with Sweet Revenge 
brought a special style of rhythm and blues to open the 2010 
Monument Concerts in the Park Summer Music Series on June 
23. Prior to the performance, Colorado state Sen. Mark Scheffel 
congratulated the Town of Monument and those in attendance for 
the Concerts in the Park, which won the 2009 Governor’s Award 
for Best Promotional Event. This music event is sponsored by the 
Historic Monument Merchants Association, of which Woodworth 
is a member as owner of High Country Home & Garden. The 
Concerts in the Park are every Wednesday through Aug. 4 from 7 
to 9 p.m. Photo by David Futey.

Tri-Lakes Sparkles shines on nonprofits, June 27
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By Harriet Halbig
The summer reading program is in full swing at the li-
brary, with special programs each week for children of all 
ages. There’s been a lot of music, dancing, and laughter in 
our community room as guest entertainers come to share 
their talent and enthusiasm.

Young readers continue to register for the summer 
reading programs and are now collecting prizes for their 
achievements. At this time, there are 1,708 readers in the 
children’s program at Monument (138 in Palmer Lake) 
and 474 readers in the teen program (46 in Palmer Lake). 
Remember that out-of-town guests may also participate.

Patrons were invited to join the library staff march-
ing in the Independence Day Parade in Monument on 
July 3. This is always a very satisfying event for the staff 
and the public. This year’s theme of “Make a Splash” is 
especially fun.

More programs are planned in July on Tuesdays from 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. for ages 3 and up:

July 6 is Pool of Fools, a puppet show with Denise 
Gard and Mitzy based on Dr. Seuss’s McElligot’s Pool.

July 13 is Mrs. Armitage and the Big Wave, about 
Mrs. Armitage and her dog, Breakspear, becoming surf-
ers.

July 20 Ginny Mills will bring her miniature horses 
to the branch for a meet and greet and information about 
their care and feeding

July 27 is a birthday party for everyone’s favorite fish, 
Dewey, who greets one and all as they enter the library. 
There will be fishy stories, crafts, and a birthday cake.

For patrons age 5 and up, there will be stories and 

crafts each Thursday from 2 to 3 p.m.
July 8 will be a program about the coral reef
July 15 is Deep Blue Sea.
For those ages 7-9, there is a program called Book 

Sharks on Monday, July 12, from 2 to 3 p.m., featuring 
stories about terrors of the deep.

Flip Flop T-shirts is a program for those 9 to 12 on 
July 7. Bring your own T-shirt and decorate it using flips 
flops and paints. The program is from 2 to 3.

Teens, tweens and everyone interested in the martial 
arts are welcome to attend a demonstration of Tai Kwon 
Do on July 9 from 2 to 3:30.

Adult discussion groups will meet during their usual 
times in July.

The Monumental Readers will discuss “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” by Harper Lee on July 16 at 10 a.m. New 
members are always welcome.

The AARP Mature Safe Driving Course will be held 
on Saturday, July 17, from 9:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. This 
is a refresher course designed for motorists age 50 and 
older. Charge for the course is $12 for AARP members 
and $14 for nonmembers. Class size is limited and regis-
tration is required.

And finally and most especially, please join us for 
our Summer Reading Program Party on July 22 at Palmer 
Ridge High School. There will be fun activities for all, in-
cluding crafts, bubble blowing, hula hoops and face paint-
ing. Entertainment will include Inspector Magic, the fire 
truck spraying water and demonstrations by the U.S. Tae 
Kwon Do center. In addition, there will be a performance 
of an original play featuring young patrons as the actors! 

If you are interested in participating, pick up a flier about 
the casting call at the library. Come and enjoy the fun 
with lemonade and a Beach Walk Snack. The fun begins 
at 10 a.m. Hope to see you there!

On the walls at the library in July will be Faces by 
Elizabeth George, a collection of watercolors.

In the display case will be a collection of lighthouse 
replicas made from ceramic and shells by Kathleen Ja-
cobs.

Palmer Lake Library events
Special programs for those 3 and up continue in July on 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. at the Palmer Lake Library.

Wednesday, July 7, come enjoy a program called Big 
Little Mermaid featuring Manitou Art Theater’s Birgitta 
DePree.

On July 14, join the bold but bedraggled pirate 
Brainless Bob (Stacy Smith) and laugh as he struggles to 
become a Book-aneer. Hear silly pirate songs and poems 
and meet Brainless Bob’s real live parrots in Pirates and 
Parrots.

July 21 will feature Denise Gard and Mitzy in McEl-
ligot’s Pool for Pool of Fools.

The Palmer Lake Book Group will discuss “The Ac-
cidental Tourist” by Anne Tyler on Friday, Aug. 6 at 9 
a.m. New members are always welcome.

Palmer Lake patrons are also warmly invited to the 
Summer Reading Program Party at Palmer Ridge High 
School on July 22 starting at 10 a.m.

Enjoy your summer and we hope to see you at the 
library! ■

June and July library events

Summer reading in full swing; big party planned

By Bernard L. Minetti
On June 26 and 27, the Tri-Lakes Monument Radio Club 
conducted an annual emergency radio exercise. The Field 
Day event brings together area amateur radio operators to 
practice national emergency communications in the event 
of a local disaster. They conducted this drill in co-spon-

sorship with the Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association. 
Information Officer Joyce Witte discussed the need 

for these emergency practice drills, stating that the 
groups are available to work together with and augment 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District communi-
cations in an emergency. Witte said that the radio club is 

open to candidates of all ages. She stated that the only 
qualification requirement was that the candidate have an 
interest in amateur radio. She can be contacted at 719-
488-0859. ■

Left: Caleb Walker meets miniature horse Peanut at the Palmer Lake Library. Center: Angie Turner with Peanut. Right: Birgitta DePree of the Manitou Arts Theater 
shares a mermaid story at the Monument Library. Photos by Harriet Halbig.

Amateur radio operators practice for disaster

Left: Radio Club Information Officer Joyce Witte explains the operation of the antenna with Matt Zubiel. Zubiel is a volunteer 
firefighter at TLMFPD Station 3. Center left: Tri-Lakes Monument Radio Club members erect an antenna that facilitates long 
range communications at the TLMFPD Station 1 Field Day site. The antenna was built by Dan Scott, far left. Center right: 
From the left, Tri-Lakes Monument Radio Club members conduct Field Day drills. Mike Skinner, standing, discusses the HF 
digital communications station operation with Fred Godfrey. Jim Voige, rear, attends to the voice communications equipment. 
Right: Doug Nielsen operates the equipment and demonstrates the radio transmitter/receivers at the GOTA (Get on the air) 
station to those interested in becoming an amateur radio operator. Elementary school youngsters to seniors are eligible to 
participate and become operators. Contact Joyce Witte at 719-488-0859 to participate. Photos by Bernard Minetti.
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By Bernard L. Minetti
The Palmer Lake Historical Society An-
nual Fathers’ Day Ice Cream Social on 
June 20 was highlighted by the many 
pieces played by the High Country 
Band. Society Vice President Al Walter 
described the repertoire as bluegrass, 

country, gospel and other pieces of the 
same genre. Many families with their 
dads lounged on the Palmer Lake Village 
Green and enjoyed the free ice cream and 
pie that is always served at this annual 
event. Approximately 200 to 300 attended 
the afternoon festivities.

Upcoming events
• Join the society on July 15 for 

“Ranching on the Palmer Divide.” 
The presenter will be Dave Wismer, 
owner of the Shamrock Ranch. This 
event is scheduled for 7 p.m. at the 
Palmer Lake Town Hall.

• On July 24 at 10 a.m., the society will 
sponsor an “Estemere Tour.” This 
elegant mansion is located in Palmer 
Lake at 380 Glenway St. Tickets will 
be available at the door. ■

By Bernard L. Minetti
During the June 10 committee meeting to plan the con-
struction and implementation of the MSG William J. 
Crawford Memorial at the north end of Palmer Lake, 
Beverly Crawford Kite, who is Crawford’s daughter, 
presented the committee with various mementos of her 
father. There were several photographs and citations that 
Crawford had received during his Army career. Of these, 
the most prestigious was the Medal of Honor. 

To fully understand the background of this World 
War II hero, his daughter suggested that the citation be 
read. It was read by Ron Heard, Memorial Committee 
chairperson. It follows:
“Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at 

risk of life above and beyond the call of duty in action 
with the enemy near Altavilla, Italy, 13 September 
1943. When Company I attacked an enemy-held 
position on Hill 424, the 3d Platoon, in which Pvt. 
Crawford was a squad scout, attacked as base 
platoon for the company. After reaching the crest 
of the hill, the platoon was pinned down by intense 
enemy machinegun and small-arms fire. Locating 
1 of these guns, which was dug in on a terrace on 
his immediate front, Pvt. Crawford, without orders 
and on his own initiative, moved over the hill under 
enemy fire to a point within a few yards of the gun 
emplacement and single-handedly destroyed the 
machinegun and killed 3 of the crew with a hand 
grenade, thus enabling his platoon to continue its 
advance. When the platoon, after reaching the crest, 
was once more delayed by enemy fire, Pvt. Crawford 
again, in the face of intense fire, advanced directly 
to the front midway between 2 hostile machinegun 
nests located on a higher terrace and emplaced in 
a small ravine. Moving first to the left, with a hand 
grenade he destroyed 1 gun emplacement and killed 
the crew; he then worked his way, under continuous 
fire, to the other and with 1 grenade and the use of 
his rifle, killed 1 enemy and forced the remainder to 
flee. Seizing the enemy machinegun, he fired on the 
withdrawing Germans and facilitated his company’s 
advance.”

Upon receiving the Medal of Honor, Crawford said, “This 
country is worth fighting for. I’ve been to other countries 
and can appreciate being back here ... I must have been 
blessed to have something like this (Medal of Honor) 

given to me.”
Crawford was a Palmer Lake resident prior to his 

death on March 15, 2000, at the age of 81. A neighbor and 
friend, Duane Hanson, was the originator of the idea for 
the memorial. He approached the Palmer Lake Histori-
cal Society for help in the project, and Heard, who is a 
member, took on the project and formed the planning 
committee. Hanson is now a member of the Memorial 
Planning Committee. The Monument Hill Kiwanis is 
also assisting in the sponsorship.

Memorial plan has three sections
During the meeting, Heard said that the planned memo-
rial’s preliminary design consists of three sections. The 
centerpiece of the site will be the Crawford Memorial. It 
will be flanked by a Wall of Valor and the Freedom Trail. 
The Crawford Memorial section will honor the sacrifice 
of Palmer Divide’s only Medal of Honor recipient. The 
Wall of Valor section will honor the heroic acts of valor 
performed by veterans from the Palmer Divide region 
of Colorado. The Freedom Trail section, consisting of 
inscribed memorial paver stones, will pay tribute to the 
honorable service of living and deceased veterans and 
service retirees, and also may be used to honor active 
duty service personnel. 

Candidates should be those who are presently resid-
ing or have lived in the Palmer Divide region or have 
some connection to the Palmer Divide area of Colorado. 
The region is defined as the area bordered on the north 
by County Line Road, on the east by Highway 83, on the 
south by North Gate Boulevard, and on the west by Pike 
National Forest. 

The committee advised that to nominate someone to 
be memorialized—self, a friend, or loved one, or as a gift 
to any veteran or service member who has served honor-
ably—go to the website www.crawfordmemorial.org for 
instructions. You may also contact Heard at 719-640-5939 
for any information or eligibility criteria questions.

Donations sought
At the meeting, one of the concerns mentioned by Heard 
was the need for funds to assist in completing the project. 
He also mentioned that they still had to register as a not-
for-profit organization. Since funds are scarce, he stated 
that he hoped that a local attorney or paralegal with a gen-
erous heart would provide the memorial with pro bono 
assistance to get their formalization as a nonprofit entity.

Heard stated that they had $8,500 committed, and 

they need $55,000 in the next 90 days to complete the 
project. Donations or pledges may be sent to the MSG 
William J. Crawford Memorial, P.O. Box 894, Palmer 
Lake, CO 80133 or via PayPal, which is being integrated 
into the website.

Commercial or organizational requests for memorial 
sponsorship should contact Heard. Brochure requests, 
questions, or inquiries may be directed to info@craw
fordmemorial.com. Those who wish to volunteer to be 
committee members should attend the next meeting at the 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts located at 304 Highway 105 
in Palmer Lake. 

The committee thanked Susan Adams, executive 
director of the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, who has 
donated space to the Memorial Committee for their meet-
ings. The next meetings will be held at 6:30 p.m. on July 
6 and 20. Retirees, veterans, civilians, and active duty 
members are invited to participate. ■

Palmer Lake Historical Society meeting, June 20

Hundreds attend Fathers’ Day Ice Cream Social

Crawford Memorial Planning Meeting, June 10

Memorial to honor military personnel in region

Above: Attending members of the MSG William J. 
Crawford Memorial planning committee are, from 
left, retired Army Col. Bruce Hoover, retired teacher 
Pat Schill, project originator Duane Hanson, retired 
Navy Lt. Commander John Ramshur, Crawford’s 
daughter Beverly Crawford Kite, Monument VFW 
Post Commander Tony Woluski, who is also a retired 
Air Force lieutenant colonel, active duty Army Maj. 
Brian Murnock who has also volunteered to be the 
project webmaster, and Ron Heard, the committee 
chairperson. Photo by Bernard Minetti

Scott Bonser, left, and Mary Meyer serve ice cream and pie to some of the 
Fathers’ Day Social attendees. The ice cream was donated by the Palmer Lake 

Rock House.Dads and families relax on the Palmer Lake Village Green as they 
listen to music played by the High Country Band. Photos by Bernard Minetti.
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

Independence Day Parade 
in Monument, July 3

The Monument Independence Day Parade traditionally 
is made up of over 100 entries and draws an estimated 
20,000 spectators. The parade, sponsored by the Monu-
ment Hill Kiwanis Club, begins at First and Jefferson 
Streets and ends at Second Street and Beacon Lite Road 
at noon. 7:30 a.m., parade lineup begins; 8:30 a.m., pa-
rade entry judging begins; 8:45 a.m., lineup for children’s 
parade begins; 9:30 a.m., children’s parade begins; 10 
a.m., main parade begins; 11 a.m.-3 p.m., a street fair 
along Second Street in downtown Monument, with food 
and refreshments, art, crafts, and live music. For more 
information, visit www.monumenthillsertoma.org or call 
487-8710. 

Ride the bus and avoid the hassle. Parking is avail-
able at local schools, with free bus shuttles running 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. On the west side of I-25, buses will run between 
Palmer Lake Elementary School and Beacon Lite Road at 
Vitamin Cottage. East of I-25, buses will be available at 
Lewis-Palmer Middle School, Monument Park & Ride, 
Lewis-Palmer High School, and Creekside Middle School 
to and from Beacon Lite Road and Second Street. For 
more information, call 487-8710. 

July 3 Community Events
Visit www.palmerlakefireworks.com

Pancake Breakfast, 7-10 a.m., St. Peter Church, Jef-
ferson Street & Lincoln Avenue. Sponsored by St. Peter 
Knights of Columbus. Breakfast features pancakes, eggs, 
sausage, juice, and coffee. Cost: $6 adults, $4 children 12 
and younger. For more information, contact Tim Walter, 
488-3436, or e-mail timothy.walter@lmco.com. 
Fun Run, 7:15 a.m. Starts at the Palmer Lake Trailhead 
and finishes at Limbach Park on Front Street in Monu-
ment. Cost: $23 ($12 for ages 15 and under). Register 
online until July 1, 6 p.m., or download a mail-in reg-
istration form at July4FunRun.com. Race day registra-
tion, $30, begins 6 a.m. at Palmer Lake Elementary 
School. Information: e-mail pto@weminuche.net or visit 
July4FunRun.com.
Children’s Parade, 9:30 a.m. Youngsters participating 
assemble in the south parking lot of St. Peter Church, 
First Street and Jefferson, by 8:30 a.m. No entry form is 
required; just show up with decorated tricycles, bicycles, 
wagons, animals, etc., but please, no motorized vehicles 
or horses.
Main Parade, 10 a.m. to noon, starts at First and Jef-
ferson Streets and ends at Second Street and Beacon Lite 
Road. Parade entry forms are available at the Monument 
Town Hall, the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce, or 
download a registration packet on the Sertoma Web site 
at www.monumenthillsertoma.org. 
Street Fair in Historic Downtown Monument, 11 a.m.-
3 p.m. Food, art, crafts, vendors, live music, fun; spon-
sored by Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce. Information: 
481-3282.
“What a Blast” Palmer Lake Festival, noon to dusk. 
Live music by local bands, kids’ games, bounce house, 
climbing wall and zip line, and more at the lakeside near 
the baseball field opposite the Rock House on Highway 
105. Information: 481-2953.
Parade-day open house. Monument Community Pres-
byterian Church will host its annual Fourth of July Cel-
ebration & Open House at 238 Third St. All are invited to 
extend the festivities while waiting for traffic to die down. 
The church parking lot will feature live music, food for 
purchase, shady seating, a cool car show, kids’ bounce 
houses, and other activities. Indoors, visitors can refresh 
with air conditioning, restrooms, and a tour and DVD of 
the 128-year-old Historic Sheldon Jackson Chapel. For 
more information, call 481-3902. 

July 4 Events
Visit www.palmerlakefireworks.com

“What a Blast” Palmer Lake Festival, 11 a.m. to dusk. 
Live music by local bands (begins at noon), kids’ games, 
bounce house, climbing wall and zip line, and more at the 
lakeside near the baseball field opposite the Rock House 
on Highway 105. Information: 481-2953.
“The Best Small Town Fireworks Show in America” 
The fireworks begin at 9:15 p.m. The show will be 
choreographed and broadcast on Peak 92.9 FM. Park-

ing will be allowed on Highway 105 along the north side 
only through the town of Palmer Lake. Parking will be 
allowed on County Line Road from Indi Drive to Spruce 
Mountain Road, but only on the south side (no parking 
on the Greenland Open Space side). The parking lots at 
the Santa Fe Trailhead on the east side of the lake will be 
designated “special needs” (handicapped, elderly, etc.) 
parking. Additional general parking lots will be appro-
priately marked.

The sheriff’s office reminds us that all fireworks, 
even sparklers, are prohibited in the incorporated cities 
of Colorado Springs and Monument. In unincorporated 
areas permissible fireworks include fountains, ground 
spinners, smoke bombs, and sparklers. Unlawful fire-
works include bottle rockets, firecrackers of any type, 
mortars, and Roman candles.
Monument Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) 

form Ladies Auxiliary, July 11
The members of William Crawford Post 7829 of the VFW, 
Monument, are forming a Ladies Auxiliary and invite 
eligible women to be charter members. An informational 
meeting will be held July 11 at 1 p.m. in the Gleneagle 
neighborhood. Ladies Auxiliary members serve our vet-
erans as a testament to the sacrifices and commitment of 
the men and women who have served in uniform. To find 
out if you are eligible for membership, and for more infor-
mation, contact Commander Tony Wolusky, 481-4419, or 
e-mail twolusky@aol.com; or Martine Arndt, 231-5323, 
or e-mail mctrina@att.net.

Water Workshop, July 7
The Donala Water & Sanitation District Board of Direc-
tors will hold a water workshop July 7, 9 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., at the Gleneagle Golf Clubhouse, 345 Mission Hills 
Way. This will be an official meeting of the board with all 
its consultants. They will discuss water and wastewater 
projects and what they need to accomplish in the next 
few years. Emphasis will be on the renewable water sup-
ply and some of the infrastructure discussed previously 
in town meetings and newsletters. The meeting is open 
to the public and customer participation is welcomed. If 
you have some ideas or just want to listen in on the plans, 
please call to register. Refreshments will be served. For 
more information or to RSVP, call 488-3603.

Meeting on proposed adventure park 
in Fox Run Regional Park, July 15

The El Paso County Parks Advisory Board will host a 
public meeting July 15, 6:30 p.m., to solicit input on 
a proposed “Ape Escape Adventure Park” at Fox Run 
Regional Park. The meeting will be held in Pavilion 4 
located in the Pine Meadows area (west side) of the park 
at 2110 Stella Dr. Early this year, the El Paso County 
Parks division was approached by Ape Escape, LLC with 
a proposal to lease a portion of Fox Run Regional Park to 
construct and manage a zip-line aerial adventure facil-
ity. After reviewing the proposal, the board requested 
a community meeting to obtain public comment on the 
proposal. Representatives from Ape Escape, LLC will 
attend the July 15 meeting to present a proposed design 
and operational plans for the facility and address citizens’ 
questions. For more information, phone El Paso County 
Parks at 520-7529.

Volunteers needed for county boards 
The El Paso County Board of Commissioners is seeking 

a community-minded citizen volunteer to serve as an at-
large member on the county Juvenile Community Review 
Board. The board reviews the case files of juveniles and 
makes decisions regarding residential community place-
ment. At-large members are appointed for three-year 
terms and may serve a maximum of two consecutive 
terms. 

Also needed is an associate member on the Board 
of Adjustment. This board hears and decides on issues 
of physical variances related to the county zoning code. 
Associate members are appointed for one-year terms and 
may serve a maximum of six consecutive terms. 

Applications for both positions are due by July 16. 
The volunteer application is located at www.elpasoco.com. 
Click on the “Volunteer Boards” link. 

Becoming a foster parent, July 16
Find out if you have what it takes to be a foster parent at 
the annual El Paso County Department of Human Ser-
vices Foster Care Recruitment and Retention event July 
16, 6-8 p.m., at First Lutheran Church 1515 N. Cascade 
Ave. Colorado Springs. Those interested in becoming a 
foster parent will get the chance to “speed date” and meet 
many experienced foster parents and talk to them about 
foster care. It is a child-friendly event and dinner will be 
provided. RSVP: Kia at 444-5460 or e-mail KiaWilliams-
Maynard@elpasoco.com. 
Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, July 20

Donate blood at Tri-Lakes Cares July 20, 3-7 p.m., 235 
Jefferson St., Monument. No appointment is needed, just 
walk in. Donated blood goes to local Penrose-St. Francis 
Hospitals. For information, call nurse Jackie Sward, 481-
4864 x23.

Volunteer needed for Park Fee Advisory 
Committee

The El Paso County Board of Commissioners is seeking 
a volunteer to serve as a community-at-large member 
on the Park Fee Advisory Committee. Applications 
are due by July 30. The Park Fee Advisory Committee 
meets September through December to establish a park 
fee schedule. It consists of five members appointed for 
three-year terms. Members are limited to serving two full 
consecutive terms. The volunteer application is located at 
www.elpasoco.com; click on the “Volunteer Boards” link. 
For more information, call 520-6436.

2010 Return of the Rocky Mountain 
Chautauqua Assembly, Aug. 6-8

The Palmer Lake Community will remember the Chau-
tauqua Assembly of long ago by reliving a bit of history 
Aug. 6-8. In addition to some of last years’ events, there 
will be demonstrations and “how tos.” The weekend also 
features a two-day Civil War encampment by period 
re-enactors, a free concert by local cowboy singer and 

Special Events and Notices

The Juilliard School
New York, NY
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We specialize in used,
reconditioned and current model

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Jul. 

5, CANCELED, Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. 
each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Jul. 6, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Water 
Workshop, Wed., Jul. 7, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., 
Gleneagle Golf Clubhouse, 345 Mission Hills Way, 
Colorado Springs. Discussion will include water and 
wastewater projects and infrastructure, emphasizing 
the renewable water supply. The public is invited to 
participate. RSVP if you plan to attend. Refreshments 
will be served. RSVP & info: 488-3603. 

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., July 7, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott 
Station 2, 15000 Sun Hill Dr. Meets 1st Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-0711. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Combined Workshop 
& Meeting, Thu., Jul. 8, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Mon., Jul. 8, 1 p.m., 1855 Woodmoor Dr. Normally 
meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525. 

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use 
Committee Meeting, Tue., Jul. 13, 10 a.m., 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill 
Burks, 481-4053. 

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Jul. 13, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Jul. 14, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & 
Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. 
(at Hwy 105). Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. 
Info: 884-8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Jul. 14, CANCELED. Normally meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board 

Meeting, Thu., Jul. 15, CANCELED. Normally 
meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-3603. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Jul. 15, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
4700. 

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Jul. 15, 7 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886.  

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Jul. 
19, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police 
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 
105). Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. 
Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Jul. 20, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

• Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting, 
Wed., Jul. 21, 8:30 a.m., Cherokee Metropolitan 
District, 6250 Palmer Park Blvd, Colorado Springs. 
Meets 3rd Wed. each month, location varies. Info: 884-
8039. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, 
Wed., Jul. 21, CANCELED. Normally meets 3rd Wed. 
each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Jul. 22, 6 p.m. Monument Sanitation District 
boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-2110 or visit www.fvawd.com.

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Jul. 27, 5 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & 
Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at 
Hwy 105). Normally meets 4th Tue. each month. Info: 
488-6868. 

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Jul. 28, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes 
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: 266-3367.

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jul. 28, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
488-2693 or visit www.woodmoor.org. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jul. 28, 7 p.m. Station 1, 15415 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680. 

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 4, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott 

Station 2, 15000 Sun Hill Dr. Meets 1st Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-0711.

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
Please note that “Storytime” hours 

have changed for the summer.
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 

10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., 
and Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session 
particularly for preschoolers. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monuments Library: (Storytime) Summer 
Mornings, every Tue., 10:30-11:30 a.m. Stories and 
more for children age 3 and older. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: (Storytime) Summer Fun, 
every Wed., 10:30-11:30 a.m. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3:
30-4:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws 
to Read dog. No registration required. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 
10 and 10:30 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to 
24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Stories and Crafts, every Thu., 
2 p.m. A read-aloud of great books and an activity or 
craft. For ages 5-8. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytime, every 
Thu., 7:30 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies 
welcome. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Tweens Program: Flip-Flop 
T-shirts, Wed., Jul. 7, 2-3:30 p.m. Flip flop bottoms 
make the coolest textured designs! Bring a white 
T-shirt and have some colorful fun. For ages 9-12. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Teen Accordion Bookmaking, 
Thu., Jul. 8, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.. Teens make accordion-
style books with cardboard, fabric, and photos. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370.

songwriter Chuck Pyle, an exhibition by the Fort Carson 
Mounted Cavalry, a Native American lodge, old-fash-
ioned games for kids, vintage bicycle demonstrations, ox 
wagon rides, and much more. Events run 6-11 p.m. Aug. 
6, 8 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Aug. 7, and 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Aug. 8. The 
complete schedule of events can be found at www.palme
rlakechautauqua.org. 

A vaudeville show is planned with minstrels, illusion-
ists, and more. If you, or anyone you know, has a musical 
talent or is gifted with a quirky or unusual skill that would 
fit into a family style 1890’s Vaudeville show, call Mary at 
487-1030 or e-mail her at marymeyer53@comcast.net. 

Donala announces 
Customer Assistance Program

The Donala Water & Sanitation District has initiated a 
customer assistance program in conjunction with Tri-
Lakes Cares to help Donala customers in financial 
hardship, unable to pay their water and sewer bills. The 
Donala Customer Assistance Program (DCAP) will be 
funded from Donala customers who approve a donation 
of 50 cents to $1 per month on their monthly water bills. 
Applications for assistance can be picked up at the Donala 
office at 15850 Holbein Dr. in Gleneagle or at Tri-Lakes 
Cares (TLC) in Monument. Donala will provide account 
history and TLC will determine assistance eligibility. 
Participation from the donor side is voluntary and can be 
cancelled by the donor at any time. For more information, 
call 488-3603.

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club 
Awards 2010 Grants

Funds raised through the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club’s 2009 
Wine and Roses event and the 2010 Pine Forest Antiques 
Show and Sale were given back to the community as 
grants to Monument and Palmer Lake police, Tri-Lakes 
Fire Protection District, Woodmoor Public Safety, Tri-

Lakes Cares, Colorado Wildlife Association, Tri-Lakes 
Music Association, Tri-Lakes Community Preschool, 
Bear Creek Elementary School, Lewis-Palmer Elemen-
tary School, Lewis-Palmer High School (two grants), 
Palmer Ridge High School, Lewis-Palmer Community 
Schools, and Lewis-Palmer school nurse. The Tri-Lakes 
Women’s Club is proud to have contributed over $600,000 
to the Tri-Lakes community during the past 34 years. For 
more information about the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club, 
visit www.tlwc.net.

Bears about; take 
precautions to avoid conflicts

Bears will exploit any available food supply, including 
garbage, pet food, birdseed, and home and restaurant 
table scraps. When people fail to store garbage, pet food, 
or bird feeders properly, bears will find those sources and 
cause conflicts in residential and business areas. Bears 
that become habituated to human food sources can be 
dangerous and often must be euthanized. Many com-
munities in bear country have ordinances regarding trash 
storage that apply to wildlife, so abide by those rules. 
Detailed precautions you can take can be found at http:
//wildlife.state.co.us/. To report bear problems, contact 
your local Colorado Division of Wildlife office, 227-5200, 
or local law enforcement. 
Check out energy savings at local libraries 

Mountain View Electric Association (MVEA) recently 
started a program allowing consumers to check out “Kill-
A-Watt” meters, plug-in energy meters, from local librar-
ies and Book Mobiles in MVEA’s service territory. Kill-
A-Watt meters can help consumers assess how efficient 
appliances really are. This program provides a free way 
to identify the real energy abusers and reduce energy use. 
People who have used the meters report unplugging ap-
pliances that weren’t being used to save energy. For more 

information, call MVEA, 1-800-388-9881, ext. 2602; or 
Monument Branch Library, 488-2370.
Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free!
Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of infor-
mation for local seniors, including the daily menu of 
the senior lunches offered Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays in Monument. It also contains the schedule of 
the classes and events for the month at the Senior Citi-
zens Center. There are also articles and notices of events 
geared toward senior citizens. To subscribe to the free 
newsletter, send an e-mail with your name and mailing 
address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat 
can also be viewed online at www.TriLakesHAP.org.

County prescription discount 
program is a success

El Paso County’s prescription discount program saved 
residents $150,390 during its first year of availability at 
no additional taxpayer cost. People using the card saved 
an average of 22 percent. There are no eligibility require-
ments and no strings attached to receive the discounts. 
You can pick up a free Prescription Discount Card at 
most county government locations or you can down-
load your own personalized prescription discount card 
on the county Web site (bottom of the front page) at 
www.elpasoco.com/. 

Any county resident without prescription coverage 
can use this program. Even if you have insurance for 
prescription medications, you may still benefit from the 
discount card, since it might save you money on prescrip-
tion medications your existing plan does not cover. For 
more information about the county prescription discount 
program, visit www.elpasoco.com/ or call 520-6337 
(MEDS). ■

Our Community Calendar
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• Monument Library: Booksharks – Terrors of the 
Deep, Mon., Jul. 12, 2 p.m., for kids ages 7-9; books, 
fun activities, games, and crafts. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Thu., Jul. 15, 
4:30-5:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a 
Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587. 

• Monument Library: Miniature Horses, Tue., Jul. 
20, 10:30 a.m. Learn about miniature horses and make 
a “horsey” craft. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Summer Reading Party, Thu., Jul. 22, 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., Palmer Ridge High School, 19255 
Monument Hill Rd., Monument. Celebrate a summer 
of reading with face painting and lots of other fun plus 
special performances. Info: 488-2370 or 481-2587.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Jul. 24, 
11 a.m.-noon. Let your child practice reading to a 
Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587. 

• Monument Library: Native American Jewelry, 
Mon., Jul. 26, 10:30-11:30 a.m., for kids ages 7-12; 
registration required. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Aug. 
7, 11 a.m.-noon. Let your child practice reading to a 
Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Normally 
meets 1st Sat. each month. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids 
Web at wwwppld.org features resources for school 
reports and homework and links to local historical 
information, Tumblebooks–free online read-along 
books, and a Fun & Games link with free online 
games, learning activities, coloring book pages, and 
more. A “grown-ups” link has information about local 
school districts, home-schooling, and more.

Adult Programs
• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 

Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes 
Wednesday mornings for beginner computer users. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or 
ppld.org.

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to empowering 
individual growth through life-long learning and 
positive relationships. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or 
ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Jul. 5, 
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides 
discipline, inspiration, and structure during the process 
of writing one’s memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd 
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Jul. 16, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome 
to this spirited group. Meets 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Sat., July 17, 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Bone 
up on your driving skills and lower your insurance 
rates. Cost: $12 for AARP members, $14 for 
nonmembers. Bring a lunch. Registration required. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Registration & Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded 
presentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s 

story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County 
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the 
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link 
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

For these and other library events, please check http:
//ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Farmers Market, every Sat., 8 a.m.-1 

p.m., 481 Hwy 105, on the west side of I-25 just 
behind Starbuck’s. 80+ vendors, local produce. Every 
Sat. through Oct. 9. Info: Diana Dickson, 213-3323.

• Monument Hill Farmers Market, every Sat., 
8 a.m.-1 p.m., Grace Best School and the D-38 
Administration Building, 2nd & Jefferson Streets 
in downtown Monument. 50+ vendors offer food, 
produce, home décor items, crafts, honey, jewelry, 
furniture, pet products, and more. Info: 592-9420. 

• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, 
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Jan Heinlein, 306-6975.

• Talk and Tennies Walking Group. Join with others 
to get fit. For more information contact Thea at 
Theapeutic Massage Therapy, 488-2250. 

• Artfully Speaking Toastmasters Club, every 
Mon., 5:45-6:45 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly 
Johnson Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve 
your public speaking, leadership, and meeting 
planning skills. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: Chris Exline, 231-5627, or visit http://artfullysp
eaking.freetoasthost.us.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Sunlight of the 
Spirit Women’s Closed Step Study, every Mon., 
6 p.m. Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

• Farmer’s Market at WMMI, every Mon. and 
Wed., Jun. 5-Oct., 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Fresh vegetables 
from local Pueblo farms, breads, meats, and more. 
Look for vendors in front of the red house. Info: visit 
www.wmmi.org.

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall, 
normally every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. 
each month and holidays, 166 Second St., Monument. 
Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free bingo 
the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy 
Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Tai Chi for Arthritis Class, every Mon., 1:30 p.m., 
& Fri., 10:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Senior Center, Lewis-
Palmer High School, across from the YMCA. This 
gentle exercise program can relieve the symptoms of 
chronic pain, anxiety, and depression. Even those who 
cannot stand can participate and benefit. Info: 481-
8728 or visit www.trilakesseniors.org. 

• Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group, 
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second 
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join 
the group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-
0551. 

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. & 
Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.; 
SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of 
Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA, 
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be 
YMCA or SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728. 

• BNI Tri-Lakes Chapter, every Wed., 8-9:30 a.m., 
Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. If 
your company needs more business, visit us and learn 
how we can help you. Come see why our networking 
group is so successful. Info: Timothy Jones, 488-
2412, or e-mail tim@promomania.com. 

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 a.m.-

1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Area seniors are invited for lunch & 
activities hosted by Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance. $3 
donation requested. Info: 488-3855.

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:30 a.m., The 
Academy Hotel, 8110 N. Academy. Interesting 
speakers and programs; all are welcome. Info: Sherry 
Edwards, 488-1044, or Bill Nance, 488-2312.

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour 
answering service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-
6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call 
Kirby, 481-3738. 

• Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every 
Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west 
of I-25 and Baptist Rd.) Biblically based support 
group for all addictions. Info: 930-1954.

• Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of 
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. Baptist Rd., southwest 
corner room, door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Recovery in 
Action Group–Open, Big Book Study, every Thu., 
7 p.m., Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

• Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado 
Support Group Meetings. Location varies. For 
information, call Carolyn, 488-3620, or contact the 
MGA: visit www.4-mga.org, phone 303-360-7080, or 
e-mail 4mga@4-mga.org. 

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Jul. 6, 
6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose 
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st 
Tue. each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467.

• Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Jul. 8, 
166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime senior 
lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and 
play. Free! Win prizes! Meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Jul. 8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• El Paso County Hazardous Materials Collection 
Facility, Sat., Jul. 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255 Akers 
Dr., Colorado Springs. The facility is open the 2nd 
Saturday each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 
p.m. and accepts paint and related products, lawn and 
garden chemicals, household cleaners, old batteries, 
fire extinguishers, fireworks, flares, ammunition, 
automotive products, (no tires), various electronics, 
and TVs up to 19” diagonal. Bring a nonperishable 
food item for Care and Share. Akers Drive runs north 
off Constitution Avenue just west of Marksheffel Road. 
Info: 520-7878 or visit http://adm.elpasoco.com/

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.�Downtown Monument  
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748  
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service 

(719) 488-1294

• New doors and windows
• Screens & showers
• Repairs, hardware 

and more

Child Care in a Loving Family Home 
Licensed daycare provider in Jackson Creek 

     Across from Creekside Middle School
� Full-time and part-time 
� Before and after school 
� Night care & weekends also available 
� Openings include 0-5 yr. olds

Call Carmen at 488-6561 or 344-3132

Home Maintenance & Repair 
Licensed and Insured 

�������������������

Call today for your honest, reliable, 
efficient and prepared handyman!  

Free estimates 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
Phone: 719-482-5885
E-mail: kirtab33@yahoo.com 

ANIMAL MOVERS

Part-Time Housecleaning
Do you like to clean your home? I need 

experienced help cleaning houses. $10/hr.  
(719) 481-3966 or (303) 886-8901. 
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Environmental_Services/Solid_Waste_Management. 
• Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Community Closet, 

Sat., Jul. 10, 1-3 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Rd., 
Monument (SW corner of Beacon Lite and County 
Line Roads west of I-25). All are welcome to shop for 
free gently-used clothing items. Donations of clean 
clothing and shoes in good condition are appreciated. 
Open 2nd Sat. each month until further notice. Info: 
495-4137; or the church, 488-9613.

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Jul. 12, 5 
p.m., College Pharmacy, 3505 Austin Bluffs Pkwy 
(downstairs), Colorado Springs. A DVD on the 
disease and treatments will play 5-6 p.m.; the meeting 
starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories 
and address your questions to a D.O. Learn how you 
can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants 
welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 2nd 
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735. 

• Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, Mon., 
Jul. 12. Meets 2nd Mon. each month for support, 
information, field trips, and special events. Info: e-
mail Tracy Mills, Millspartyof6@msn.com. 

• Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group 
for Breast Cancer, Tue., Jul. 13, 6-7 p.m., location to 
be decided. Join other young women who are battling 
or have already battled breast cancer. Meets 2nd Tue. 
each month. Info: 351-5079. 

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner 
Meeting, Tue., Jul. 13, 6:30-9 p.m., Sundance 
Mountain Lodge Inn, 1865 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Businesswomen building relationships 
in a social setting. Cost: $20. Meets 2nd Tue. each 
month. Info: Janine Robertson, 266-0246, or visit 
www.meetup.com/trilakesnetworkingteam.

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Jul. 14, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 
or Chuck Eaton at 495-2443.

• Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce/Business 

Incubator Workshop: Wed., Jul. 14, 5:45 p.m., 
mixer; 6:30-8 p.m., workshop plus Q&A, 14960 
Woodcarver Rd., Colorado Springs (just west of I-25 
and Baptist Road at Woodcarver Properties Suites). A 
free seminar to help women live a more balanced life. 
Learn how to decrease anxious thoughts and habits 
and increase energy and vitality. Meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. RSVP: Annie Campanaro, 358-1010 
or Beverly Levine, 930-5258, 481-4877 x 100, or 
pm@trilakesbi.com. 

• Macular Degeneration Support Group for the 
Visually Impaired, Thu., Jul. 15, 1-2 p.m. Meets 
3rd Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x23. 

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Jul. 
17, 9 a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D 
Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. 
each month. Info: Chris, 884-0832 or e-mail 
cabernathy@woodmoor.com.

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Mon., Jul. 19, 6:30-
8 p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake. 
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more. 
Meets 3rd Mon. each month. Childcare available. 
RSVP to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221. 

• Senior Tea, Tue., Jul. 20, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at 
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA). 
Come early to socialize, bring a dessert to share. Tea 
sandwiches and/or salads, teacups and tea provided. 
Voluntary donations welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. each 
month. Info: Mary Frances, 481-2360; Irene W., 481-
1188; or Irene C., 484-0517.

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Jul. 20, 
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow 
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Lindsay, 487-9362. 

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Jul. 
20, 7 p.m., The Depot Restaurant, 11 Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. 
each month Info: Tony Wolusky, Post Commander, 
481-4419, or twolusky@aol.com.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly 
Potluck Lunch, Thu., Aug. 5, 11:30 a.m., Monument 
Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st Thu. each month 
except Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or closed due 
to bad weather. Newcomers are welcome. Info: Bev 
Wells, 488-3327.

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Aug. 5, 7 
p.m., Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 
1st Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, 
or e-mail teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com. 

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., 
Aug. 3, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & 
Primrose St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. 
Meets 1st Tue. each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 
484-0467.

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado 
Springs North. Come meet other stay-at-home 
moms and kids in your area. Weekly activities and 
playgroups scheduled throughout the month for ages 
birth and up. Moms in Monument and Palmer Lake 
visit http://sites.google.com/site/monumentmoms/ or 
e-mail monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. Moms in 
ZIP 80921 and parts of Black Forest contact Debbie, 
646-5939, debdidovic@gmail.com. Info: visit www.c
osnorthmomsclub.com. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Pancake Breakfast, Sat., July 3, 7-10 a.m., St. 
Peter Church, Jefferson Street & Lincoln Avenue, 
Monument. Breakfast features pancakes, eggs, 
sausage, juice, and coffee. Cost: $6 adults, $4 kids 
12 and under. Info: Tim Walter, 488-3436, or e-mail 
timothy.walter@lmco.com.

• July 3 Fun Run, Sat., July 3, 7:15 a.m. Starts at 
the Palmer Lake Trailhead and finishes at Limbach 
Park on Front Street in Monument. Cost: $23 ($12 
for ages 15 and under.) Register online or download 
a mail-in registration form at www.july4funrun.com. 
Race day registration, $30, begins 6 a.m. at Palmer 
Lake Elementary School. Participants may return to 
the start point by shuttle bus (yellow school buses). 
Follow the signs from I-25 exit 161 and Highway 
105. Info: e-mail pto@weminuche.net or visit 
www.july4funrun.com.

• Independence Day Parade, Monument, Sat., 
Jul. 3. Children’s Parade 9:30 a.m., Main Parade 10 
a.m.; both start at First and Jefferson Streets and end 
at Second Street and Beacon Lite Road. Monument 
Street Fair 11 a.m.-3 p.m. See Special Events page 
for details, including where to park. Info: visit the 

Sertoma website, www.monumenthillsertoma.org.
• Street Fair, Sat., Jul. 3, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Historic 

Downtown Monument. Food, crafts, live music, and 
more. Info: 481-3282. 

• July 3 Celebration & Open House, Sat., July 3, 
Monument Community Presbyterian Church, 238 
Third St. All are invited to extend the festivities on 
parade day while waiting for traffic to die down. The 
church parking lot will feature live music, shady 
seating, a cool car show, kids’ bounce houses, food 
for purchase, and more. Indoors, refresh with free 
ice pops, air conditioning, restrooms, and a tour and 
DVD of the 128 year old Historic Sheldon Jackson 
Chapel. Info: 481-3902. 

• TLCA Concert: Dotsero, Sat., Jul. 3, doors open 
6:30 for a 7:30 p.m. show, Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts (TLCA), 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Smooth 
jazz at its best. Tickets: $12 TLCA members, $15 
non-members ($3 more at the door), available 
at Covered Treasures Bookstore (481-2665) in 
Monument, The Wine Seller (481-3019) and TLCA 
(481-0475) in Palmer Lake, and through PayPal at 
www.trilakesarts.org.

• “What A Blast!” Sun., Jul. 4, 3 p.m.-dusk. Live 
music, old-fashioned games, an inflatable park and 
carnival rides at a nominal fee, at the lakeside near the 
baseball field opposite the Rock House on Highway 
105. Info: 481-2953. Info: www.palmerlakefireworks
.com.

• “The Best Small Town Fireworks Show in 
America,” Sun., Jul. 4, dusk at the lakeside in Palmer 
Lake. See the Special Events and Notices section for 
parking information, or visit www.palmerlakefirewor
ks.com. 

• Western Museum of Mining and Industry (WMMI) 
28th Anniversary, Tue., Jul. 6, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The 
museum will celebrate its 28th anniversary by offering 
$2.80 admission per person. WMMI opened in 1982 
with the mission to preserve America’s rich western 
mining heritage. Since then, it has been educating the 
public about the importance of mining–past, present 
and future. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd. 
(I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: phone 488-0880 or visit 
www.wmmi.org. 

• Concerts in the Park: Big Jim Adam Blues Band, 
Wed., Jul. 7, 7-9 p.m. Bring your blankets and chairs, 
enjoy great music, food, and Mt. Herman sunsets. 
Artist CDs, food, treats, and refreshments available 
for purchase. Limbach Park bandshell, corner of 2nd 
& Front Streets, Monument. Info: www.monumentm
erchants.com. 

• Outdoor Machinery Days, Fri., Jul. 9 & 23, 10 
a.m. & 1 p.m. Hear the shrill whistle of the Western 
Museum of Mining & Industry’s 1928 Osgood Steam 
Shovel. Learn how compressed air locomotives 
replaced mules for hauling mountains of ore, and then 
see one rumble out of the past and down the track! 
Walk into the museum’s operating gold refinery. 
Hear stories about the dangers faced by mill men. 
Cost: $8 adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 seniors & 
students, $4 children 3-12, free to children under 3 
& museum members. WMMI is located at 225 North 
Gate Blvd (I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: 488-0880 or visit 
www.wmmi.org. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Spider Murphy, Fri., Jul. 9, opening act at 7 
p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. The world’s first and 
foremost tenor guitar player! Cost: $7 general, $4 
BRAS members. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, or e-mail 
jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit www.blackroseacoustic.
org. 

• NEPCO Meeting: HOA Legal Issues, Sat., Jul. 10, 
10 a.m.-noon, New Monument Town Hall & Police 
Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. Leonard Rioth will 
discuss HOA legal issues All are welcome to this 
meeting of local homeowners associations. Info: 481-
2723 or visit www.nepco.org. 

• An Afternoon of Colorado Poetry, Sat., Jul. 10, 3 
p.m., Wisdom Tea House, 65 Second St., Monument. 
Pikes Peak area poets will read their works on the 
patio; refreshments for purchase. Info: Kelsi Vanada 
at kelsidawn@comcast.net or 331-9289.

• Concerts in the Park: Hammerstadt–Jazz Fusion, 
Wed., Jul. 14, 7-9 p.m. Bring your blankets and 
chairs, enjoy great music, food, and Mt. Herman 
sunsets. Artist CDs, food, treats, and refreshments 
available for purchase. Limbach Park bandshell, 
corner of 2nd & Front Streets, Monument. Info: www.
monumentmerchants.com.

Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 13,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at 

719-488-3455 or  
johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org. 
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• Art Hop, Thu., Jul. 15, 5-8 p.m., historic downtown 
Monument. The 3rd Thu. every month, May-Sep., the 
galleries, restaurants, and boutiques of downtown 
Monument stay open until 8 p.m. for a celebration 
featuring art openings, great food, live music, and 
other adult-oriented special events. Info: 481-3282. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society: “Ranching on 
the Palmer Divide,” Thu., Jul. 15, doors open 6:
30 p.m., presentation at 7 p.m. Learn the history 
of the Shamrock Ranch presented by owner Dave 
Wismer. Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent, 
Free and open to the public. Info: 481-3282, e-mail 
plhist@aol.com, or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/
plhs. 

• Meeting on proposed adventure park in Fox Run 
Regional Park, Thu., Jul. 15, 6:30 p.m., Pavilion 4 
located in the Pine Meadows area (west side) of the 
park at 2110 Stella Dr. The El Paso County Parks 
Advisory Board will host a public meeting to solicit 
input on a proposed “Ape Escape Adventure Park” at 
Fox Run Regional Park. Representatives from Ape 
Escape, LLC will present a proposed design and 
operational plans for the facility and address citizens’ 
questions. Info: 520-7529.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Heritage Lecture “Oil Sands,” Thu., Jul. 15, 7-8:
30 p.m. Canadian journalist and author Andrew 
Nikiforuk presents a fascinating perspective on one 
of the world’s largest energy projects, the tar sands in 
Alberta, Canada. Nikiforuk is the author of numerous 
publications including his latest book, The Tar Sands: 
Dirty Oil and the Future of the Continent, a national 
bestseller and recipient of the 2009 Rachel Carson 
Environment Book Award. Heritage Lectures are free 
and open to the public. RSVP: 488-0880 or e-mail 
RSVP@wmmi.org. To learn more about Andrew 
Nikiforuk, listen to his podcast at www.wmmi.org/
multimedia. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate 
Blvd (I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: 488-0880 or visit 
www.wmmi.org. 

• County Foster Parenting Event, Fri., July 16, 
6-8 p.m., First Lutheran Church 1515 N. Cascade 
Ave. Colorado Springs. Find out if you have what 
it takes to be a foster parent at the annual El Paso 
County Department of Human Services Foster 
Care Recruitment and Retention event. Meet many 
experienced foster parents and talk with them about 
foster care. It is a child-friendly event and dinner 
will be provided. RSVP: Kia, 444-5460 or e-mail 
KiaWilliams-Maynard@elpasoco.com.

• “The Wisdom within these Walls,” Fri.-Sat., Jul. 
16-17, 7 p.m.; Sun., Jul. 18, 2 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts (TLCA), 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 
Front Range Theatre Company and TLCA present 
a reader’s theatre production, accompanied by live 
old-time bluegrass music, based on interviews with 
local seniors. Tickets: $12 for students/seniors, $15 
for adults. Info & tickets: visit www.trilakesarts.org 
or call The Front Range Theatre Company, 303-814-
7740, or TLCA, 481-0475. 

• Gleneagle Free Symphonic Concert on the Green, 
Sat., Jul. 17, 6:30 p.m., Gleneagle Golf Club, 345 
Mission Hill Way. Bring lawn chairs and blankets. 
Wine bar and grill station available. Info: 488-0900 or 
visit www.gleneaglegolfclub.com. 

• Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Tue., Jul. 
20, 3-7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St., 
Monument. No appointment is needed, just walk 
in. Donated blood goes to local Penrose-St. Francis 
Hospitals. Info: Jackie Sward, 481-4864 x23.

• Concerts in the Park: Chuck Pyle with Gordon 
Burt, Wed., Jul. 21, 7-9 p.m. Bring your blankets 
and chairs; enjoy great music, food, and Mt. Herman 
sunsets. Artist CDs, food, treats, and refreshments 
available for purchase. Limbach Park bandshell, 
corner of 2nd & Front Streets, Monument. Info: www.
monumentmerchants.com. 

• Outdoor Machinery Days, Fri., Jul. 23, 10 a.m. & 
1 p.m. Hear the shrill whistle of the Western Museum 
of Mining & Industry’s 1928 Osgood Steam Shovel. 
Learn how compressed air locomotives replaced 
mules for hauling ore, then see one rumble out of 
the past and down the track! Walk into the museum’s 
operating gold refinery and hear stories about the 
dangers faced by mill men. Cost: $8 adults, $7 
military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 children 
3-12, free to children under 3 & museum members. 
WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd (I-25 Exit 
156 A). Info: 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Catherine Fraiser and Duncan Smith, Fri., Jul. 
23, opening act at 7 p.m., Black Forest Community 
Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. 
Scottish fiddle and piano duo. Cost: $7 general, $4 
BRAS members. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, or e-mail 
jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit www.blackroseacoustic.
org. 

• Estemere Mansion Tour, Sat., Jul. 24, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m., 380 Glenway St., Palmer Lake. Owners Kim 
and Roger Ward invite the community to tour their 
19th century Victorian Queen Anne style mansion. 
Guides dressed in period costumes will tell about the 
history of the mansion and its owners through time. 
This fundraiser for Palmer Lake Historical Society 
will also feature music, food and drinks, and art and 
history books. Cost: members, $5; nonmembers, $8. 
Tickets and membership forms available at the door. 
It is regretted that wheelchair access is not possible. 
No shoes in the house; please bring slippers or 
socks. Info: plhist@aol.com. For information on the 
Estemere mansion, visit www.estemere.net.

• Alpaca Boutique and Ranch Ice Cream Social, 
Sat., Jul. 24, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 19850 Beacon Lite Rd., 
Monument. Fun, food, & alpacas! Info: 232-8509 or 
visit www.peakranchalpacas.com

• Concerts in the Park: TBA, Wed., Jul. 28, 7-9 p.m. 
Bring your blankets and chairs, enjoy great music, 
food, and Mt. Herman sunsets at this last concert of 
the season. Artist CDs, food, treats, and refreshments 
available for purchase. Limbach Park bandshell, 
corner of 2nd & Front Streets, Monument. Info: www.
monumentmerchants.com. 

• Ride the Divide, Tri-Lakes’ 1st Annual Poker 
Run: A Benefit for Tri-Lakes Cares, Sat., Jul. 31, 
Starting Point & Sign In: Rosie’s Diner, 411 Hwy 
105, Monument. Free breakfast for registered riders 
outside Rosies, 7- 8 a.m.; Poker Run starts 8:30 a.m. 
Ending point: The Depot Restaurant, 11 Primrose St. 
at Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Event features spirits, live 
music by “Reckless,” silent auction/prizes. Entry fee: 
$25 per rider. Pre-register by July 23 to get a Poker 
Run T-shirt! Pick up a registration form at Rosie’s 
Diner or The Depot Restaurant or download a form 
online at www.eatatrosies.com.

• 2010 Return of the Rocky Mountain Chautauqua 
Assembly, Fri.-Sun., Aug. 6-8, Palmer Lake. Events 
run 6-11 p.m. Aug. 6, 8 a.m.-9:30 p.m. Aug. 7, and 
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Aug. 8. The weekend features various 
historical demonstrations and “how tos,” a two-day 
Civil War encampment by period re-enactors, a free 
concert by local cowboy singer and songwriter Chuck 
Pyle, an exhibition by the Fort Carson Mounted 
Cavalry, a Native American lodge, old-fashioned 
games for kids, vintage bicycle demonstrations, ox 
wagon rides, and much more. The complete schedule 
of events is listed at www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/plhs/
events.shtml. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Burro Birthday Bash and Bluegrass Festival, Sat., 
Aug 7, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Come celebrate the birthday 
of WMMI’s mascot burros. Museum tours, gold pan-
ning, and outside machinery operations topped off 
by a meet & greet with the burros and an afternoon 
concert with live bluegrass bands. Food and drink 
vendors will be on site for this special event. Bring 
picnics, lawn chairs, and blankets. Cost: $12 adults, 
$8 teens, 12 and under free. WMMI is located at 225 
North Gate Blvd (I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: 488-0880 
or visit www.wmmi.org. Info: Courtney Lutkus, 488-
0880.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by 
local governmental entities and not-for-profit organiza-
tions. We include events that are open to the general pub-
lic and are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If 
space is available, complimentary calendar listings are 
included, when requested, for events advertised in the cur-
rent issue. To have your event listed at no charge in Our 
Community Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send the 
information to our_community_calendar@hotmail.com 
or P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.
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The Rabbi�s Corner 
A Prior Fourth of July 

By Oswald Garagorry 
We are celebrating the Fourth of July, the birth of 

our nation in 1776, probably the most important date in 
American history. Yet there was a very significant 
prior �Fourth of July� in 325 A.D. On this day, Em-
peror Flavius Augustus Valerius Constancius Constan-
tinus, better known �Saint Constantine� or just �The 
Great,� assembled a council of 318 Catholic Bishops in 
the city of Nicea and moderated a meeting that lasted 
over two months where very important decisions were 
made regarding Christian doctrine. The end result was 
the Nicene Creed that established Christian doctrines 
still in place today. 

Similar to the Fourth of July 1776 that signified 
the official break between America and England, this 
Creed was the official break between Christianity and 
Judaism. Christianity emerged with doctrines for faith 
and practice as delineated in the Nicene Creed. At this 
meeting, the order of the books in the Tanaka was 
changed and renamed the �Old Testament,� obscuring 
the completion of the history started in Genesis. �The 
Great� and the 318 Bishops decided which books 
should be included in the �New Testament� and which 
ones should be rejected.  

What triggered the formation of this first ever 
council? It was the issue of the Trinity: �The belief in 
One Divine God manifest in three persons.� This 
teaching was started by a lawyer named Quintus Sep-
timius Florens Tertullianus, commonly known as 
�Tertullian.� He coined the word Trinity. But in Alex-
andria, Egypt there was a well-known priest named 
Arius who rejected and mocked Tertullian�s teaching. 
Thus the Nicene Council was called into existence to 
establish sound doctrine and deal with Arius the Here-
tic. The 318 Bishops resolved the conflict and issued 
an official edict requiring the people to believe in the 
Trinity even though God, the Messiah, and the disci-
ples never used the word trinity in the Holy Scriptures. 
To the contrary, in Mark 12:28-30, when the Messiah 
was asked by a Pharisee which commandment in the 
Law was the most important, the Messiah quoted the 
Torah, that God is One and should be loved with all 
our heart, soul, mind, and strength. The 
Messiah, however, lacked a highly special-
ized lawyer�s education, but I�m sure he 
knew what the definition of the word �is� is.  

Shalom to You! 
Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi of Aliyah Congregation 

that meets Saturdays, 10 a.m., at 1691 Woodmoor Dr. 
www.aliyahcongregation.com � (719) 330-2382
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BASEMENT FINISHING
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 

www.BaileyHomesMonument.com 

Monument Hill
Farmers
Market  

Every Saturday!
8 am - 1 pm

At the original location: 
D-38 Administration Building 
at 2nd and Jefferson St. in  

Downtown Monument. 
Food, produce, home décor items, crafts, 
honey, jewelry, furniture, pet products & 

lots more. All your favorite vendors including 
Antique Yard Décor, Beef Jerky, Buffalo 

Beef, Dream Pastries, and Fresh Ranch Eggs. 
For information, call 592-9420.

Alice�s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate  

Gleneagle Luxury Patio Home�
Awesome views of the whole Front 
Range! Large open ranch floor plan with 
4 bd, 4 ba. Master living on main. Gated. 
Now $455,000. 

www.SearchingColoradoSpringsHomes.com  
Call Alice for a Showing Today! 

Alice Sweatman  
719-200-5258

Kissing Camels Beauty�Large luxury 
town home on the golf course in gated 
community. Incredible views of Pikes 
Peak. 3 bd, 4 ba with sauna complex. 
Motivated seller. $695,000.

Summer Glen  Town Home�
Immaculate town home with main-level 
living. Fully-finished garden basement. 
Views! Awesome Price $268,000.

Reduced!

Falcon Nest Home�Great 4 bd, 3 ba 
with unfinished walk-out basement. 
Backs to open space. Close to USAF 
Academy. Reduced to only $268,000.

Reduced!

Black Faced Sheep
Unique Collection of Rustic and Mountain Home Decor

Gifts, Bedding, 
Throws, Horse & 
Western Decor
Lamps, Purses, 

Jewelry, Pillows, 
Candles,

Dinnerware, Art 
Furniture 
and Rugs

Located  in downtown Monument 
Monument Village Square

See web site for the map and location.
(At the end of 3rd St., on the north side of the building 

next to the rail road tracks)

Black Faced Sheep Home Décor specializes in rustic 
home décor, along with unique gifts and accessories, 

reflective of living in the Rocky Mountains. Inspired by 
the beauty of mountain living and the lifestyle it brings, 

the owners personally searched the country for 
individual artists and craftsmen that created something 

unlike anything you would find elsewhere.

251 Front St., 
Suite #2, 

Monument, CO 
80132

(719) 481-4182

Owners: Don & 
Diana

www.blackfacedsheep.com

Volleyball 
Clinic

July 16 & 17 
9:30 am-noon & 
1 pm-4:30 pm  

(both days) 
Supervision provided all day. 

At Palmer Ridge High School Main Gym  
For Girls & Boys entering Grades 2 through 8 

Cost $65. A T-shirt is included if payment  
is received by July 7. Space is limited.

To register, go to www.PRHS.lewispalmer.org. Follow the PRHS 
Athletics Fall Sports link to the Girl�s Volleyball page. Select the 
Youth Summer Camp Information link at the top of the page.

For more information, contact PRHS  
Volleyball Head Coach Sara Mossman at 
smossman@lewispalmer.org or 432-6115 

Sponsored by the  
Palmer Ridge Bears Volleyball Team  
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