
Above: Covered Treasures bookstore owner Tommie Plank, left, and associate 
Paula Primavera announce the Tri-Lakes Cares Daffodil Days fundraiser to 
be held March 4-6. Covered Treasures has been in Monument for 18 years, 
sells new and used books for all ages, and is a member of Historic Monument 
Merchants Association. Plank said that the merchants will be fronting the cost of 
the daffodils and making them available for a $1 donation. Rhoda Archuleta of 
the Secret Window, Gallery of Fine Arts and Flowers, will obtain the daffodils for 
the merchants. Photo by Bernard Minetti.

By Jim Kendrick
The Donald Wescott Fire Protection Dis-
trict Board went into executive session at 
7:06 p.m. on Jan. 26 to receive legal ad-
vice from the district’s attorney immedi-
ately after President Scott Campbell read 
a short letter of resignation that Dennis 
Feltz had delivered to the staff that after-
noon, prior to the 7 p.m. meeting. 

The Wescott board has 60 days to 
appoint a replacement director to fill this 
vacancy. The appointment will last until 
the next regularly scheduled district elec-
tion in May 2012. 

The absence of Director Harland 
Baker was unanimously excused. At-
tending the meeting were Directors 
Joyce Hartung and Greg Gent, Chief 
Vinny Burns, Assistant Chief Scott 
Ridings, and Administrative Assistant 
Cheryl Marshall. 

The meeting returned to open ses-
sion at 8:06 p.m.

Residential home sprinkler 
code update discussed

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Fire Marshal Curtis Kaufman 
gave an information update on the Inter-
national Residential Code for fire sprin-
kler systems for residential homes that 
were approved 18 months ago. He said 
Pikes Peak Regional Building Depart-
ment has chosen to adopt all aspects of 
this code update except for the require-
ment for sprinkler systems to be installed 
in all new residential homes that are now 
being constructed. Kaufman said a letter 
that was signed by all county fire depart-
ments that opposed the exemption for 
new residential home construction was 
sent to the Regional Building Depart-
ment. Code adoption updates are on a 
three-year cycle. 

Kaufman stated that new homes 
of 3,600 to 6,000 square feet in the 
wildland-urban interface area will be 
required to have a sprinkler system un-
less they have 45 feet of wildfire mitiga-
tion around the home’s perimeter. The 
standard “fire-wise mitigation” spacing 
required by the county is 30 feet. All 
houses that are 6,001 square feet or 
larger will be required to have a sprin-
kler system. The cost for the sprinkler 
systems that have been required over the 
past few years has ranged from $14,000 
to $16,000. 

Final approval of this amended 
North Group sprinkler code revision by 
the Board of County Commissioners is 
expected in April. 
2011 monthly board meeting 

schedule approved
The board unanimously approved the 
required annual resolution that again set 
the standard date, time, and location for 
regular Westcott district board meetings 
as the fourth Wednesday of the month, 

By Harriet Halbig
The District 38 Board of Education ap-
proved reports from three programs at its 
Jan. 20 meeting.

Gifted/Talented
Education report

The Colorado Department of Education 
(CDE) did a review of the district’s Gifted/
Talented Education (GTE) program last 
November and suggested improvements 
in the program’s identification process 
based on the fact that the program quali-
fied 14 percent of the student body for the 
program, whereas the state average is 5 
percent.

Susan Anderson, Gifted/Talented 
program facilitator, reported that iden-
tification is based on intellectual ability, 
academic achievement, behavior charac-
teristics, and demonstrated performance. 
Among those identified are English Lan-
guage Learners and twice exceptional 
individuals (those who have an Individual 
Education Plan or IEP and those who are 
gifted in one or more categories).

The CDE said that the district needs 
to improve identification among these final 
two groups.

This year, the program will add per-
forming arts, visual arts, creativity, and 
leadership to the categories of identifica-
tion. Present categories are language arts, 
mathematics, language arts/mathematics, 
and other.

Program members will meet with a 
fine arts specialist from CDE in Febru-
ary and will also work with other nearby 
districts to learn of their techniques for 
identifying gifted students in the arts.

Once a student is identified as gifted, 
the program creates an Advanced Learn-
ing Program (ALP) for that student. The 
student retains the gifted status until 
graduation.

Anderson said that she has no con-
cerns about identification in the new cat-
egories because District 38 has programs 
in the arts from kindergarten through high 
school.
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Free

See pages 31-35 for details 
of these and many other 

local events.
PLAG Valentine Art Exhibit and Sale
 Through Sat., Feb. 5, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

The West End Center, 755 Hwy 105. 
Rocky Mountain Music Alliance 
(RMMA) Free Concert
 Sat., Feb. 12, 7 p.m., Forestgate 

Presbyterian Church, 970 Northgate 
Rd. This concert with Dr. Michael 
Baron features flutist Haley Bangs 
who performs with the U.S. Navy 
Band. Info: rmmaonline.org. 

Palmer Lake Historical Society: Com-
munities of the Palmer Divide. 
 Thu., Feb. 17, 7-9 p.m., at Palmer 

Lake Town Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. 
Kim Braun will present a pictorial 
history of the Palmer Divide. Free to 
the public.

Free Parenting Training: Parenting 
with Love and Logic
 Thu., Feb. 24-Mar. 24, 7-8:30 p.m., 

Monument Branch Library.
Donala’s Landscaping Expo
 Sat., Feb. 26, 1-3pm, Antelope Trails 

Elementary School, 15280 Jessie Dr. 
Presentations on xeriscape, efficient 
irrigation, and lawn care plus 
displays, and door prizes. 

Daffodil Days Fundraiser for Tri-
Lakes Cares
 Mar. 4-6. Welcome springtime 

into your home or office with sunny 
daffodils and help others in the 
community who need assistance 
through Tri-Lakes Cares. See back 
page ad for a list of participating 
merchants and churches.

D-38 Chess Tournament
 Sat., Mar. 5, 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m., 

Lewis-Palmer Elementary School, 
1315 Lake Woodmoor Dr. This free 
chess tournament is open to all D-38 
students, K-12.

Free income tax filing assistance by 
trained AARP volunteers.
 Through Apr. 18.

Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education, Jan. 20

Board approves programs, 
recognizes essay winners

(Continued on page 6)

Wescott FPD 
director Feltz 

resigns

Above: Students who participated 
in the Alpine Achievement Systems 
essay contest were, from left, finalist 
Anna Rokke of Prairie Winds Elemen-
tary, champion Steven Panoncillo 
of Prairie Winds, and finalist Adam 
Teske of Palmer Lake Elementary. All 
students are sixth-graders competing 
in the middle school division. Photo by 
Harriet Halbig
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Interim Superinten-
dent Ted Bauman said 
that the district has been 
praised by the state for 
its level of support for the 
GTE program.

The board voted to ap-
prove the program.

Special Education 
program

Special Education Direc-
tor Mary Anne Fleury 
reported that the district’s 

program had been recently 
reviewed by CDE and told 
that it was disproportion-
ately identifying students 
of diverse ethnicity as 
needing the services of the 
program.

The primary concern 
was that the program iden-
tifi ed English Language 
Learners as being in need 
of services when their pri-
mary issue was language 
rather than inability to 
process information.

The program has writ-
ten an improvement plan 
to correct this issue and is 
now compliant.

A new focus of the 
program is on post-sec-
ondary goals including the 
ability of graduates of the 
program to live indepen-
dently and successfully 
fi nd employment. Services 
are available to individuals 
in the program until they 
reach 21 years of age.

English Language 
Learners program

Stephanie Johnson, 
English Language Learn-
ing facilitator, said that 
the district’s English 
Language Learners pro-
gram now employs eight 
licensed teachers, four tu-
tors and some volunteers. 
The program is federally 
funded under No Child 
Left Behind Title III.

There will be a federal 
review of the program on 
Feb. 28, following a CDE 
review that has already 
taken place. Since 1974, 
law requires that separate 
instruction be available 
for students with limited 
English profi ciency.

The number of stu-
dents in the program has 
grown about 30 percent 
per year in the recent past, 
with a present enrollment 
of 261 students who speak 
a total of 37 languages.

Ratings of the students 
are NEP (non-English pro-
fi cient), LEP (limited Eng-
lish profi cient), and FEP 
(fully English profi cient).

Students complete 
a home language survey 
upon enrolling in the dis-
trict and take a Colorado 
English Assessment test 
that assesses their ability 
to speak, read, write and 

learn in English. They 
must pass all four areas to 
be considered fully Eng-
lish profi cient.

A Language Acqui-
sition Plan is developed 
by teachers for each in-
dividual, and testing is 
done annually in January 
to measure progress. Stu-
dents are monitored until 
they graduate because 
it has been found that 
vocabulary in the higher 
grades can be a problem, 
especially in the sciences.

There are presently 
four children attending 
full-day kindergarten on 
scholarship from the dis-
trict.

The board approved 
the plan as policy.
Student winners of 

essay contest
The board congratulated 
the winner and fi nalists 
of the essay contest spon-
sored by Alpine Achieve-
ment Systems. There were 
90 entries representing 52 
schools in three states. 
Steven Panoncillo, a sixth-
grader from Prairie Winds 
Elementary, was a winner 
in the middle school cat-
egory, including students 
in grades six through 
eight. Anna Rokke, a 
sixth-grader from Prairie 
Winds, and Adam Teske, a 
sixth-grader from Palmer 
Lake Elementary School, 
were fi nalists.

Other business
Bob Cito of the Colo-
rado Association of School 
Boards spoke briefl y on 
progress in the search for 
a new permanent superin-
tendent for the district.

To date, 23 applica-
tions have been received. 
The board will meet on 
Feb. 12 to screen the ap-
plications and narrow the 
number to about 10. These 
applicants will then un-
dergo background checks. 
Interviews of the four or 
so fi nalists will take place 
on Feb. 13. The interviews 
will be open to the public. 

For further information, 
please see the district web-
site, lewispalmer.org.

Bauman reported on 
progress on the school 
calendar for the 2011-12 
school year. He said that 
it was developed with 
consideration toward pos-
sible savings in utility and 
transportation costs and 
addressing parent con-
cerns about starting too 
early in August. He will 
now present the calendar 
to the District Account-
ability Advisory Commit-
tee and other groups with 
the hope of fi nal board 
approval in February.

Bauman displayed a 
large banner announcing 
the district’s accreditation 
with distinction and said 
that three of these banners 
have been made and will 
be displayed in prominent 
places such as banks and 
homebuilder offi ces in the 
district to encourage en-
rollment in the district.

He said that District 
Community Relations 
Manager Robin Adair is 
developing a publicity 
campaign to encourage en-
rollment among employees 
of new businesses moving 
to the area and students 
from Falcon District 49 
who have lost their trans-
portation for the coming 
year.

The board approved a 
list of routine matters such 
as minutes of previous 
meetings, appointment and 
retirement of staff, list of 
substitute staff, contracts, 
and other matters.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer Board 
of Education meets on the 
third Thursday of each 
month at 6 p.m. The next 
meeting will be held on 
Feb. 17 in the Learning 
Center at 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument.

Harriet Halbig 
can be reached at 

harriethalbig@ocn.me

PASSIVE SOLAR HOME IN WA-
KONDA HILLS! 1.23-acres. Trees, 
privacy and mountain views! 
Over 2300 sq. ft, 4 br, 2 ba, re-
modeled eat-in kitchen with gran-
ite tops. Tile floors, main-level 
master, large deck. Only 
$318,900!

FABULOUS LOT IN HAWK-
RIDGE! Trees, privacy, and 
great views from this corner 
lot! Over 3 acres. Easy 
build. Should take walk-out. 
Well and septic required. 
Area of estate homes. D38. 
Only $225,000!NEW LISTING

2.56-ACRE LOT IN BENT
TREE! Great southern 
exposure on this wooded lot 
located on a quiet street. 
Easy build, should take 
walk-out basement. Only 
$209,000!
NEW LISTING

BEST LOT IN WISSLER
RANCH! Over 3-acre corner 
lot with pines and meadow! 
Close to community park, 
quiet street, area of million 
dollar homes, will take walk-
out. Perc and soil tests 
done. Reduced to $179,900!

2.50 ACRES ON WEST SIDE!
Pines, scrub oak and more! 
Fabulous mountain and city 
views. Zoned for horses. 
Modulars and outbuildings 
OK. Close to national forest. 
Owner will carry. Only 
$89,000!

MAIN-LEVEL LIVING IN WOOD-
MOOR! 4 br, 3 ba home. 3/4-acre 
lot. Quiet cul-de-sac with views of 
the mountains. Backs to open 
space. New tile floors and 
stainless appliances. Great room 
and finished basement. Only 
$279,500!

FABULOUS WOODMOOR CUSTOM
HOME! Over 5100 sq. ft. Large 
treed lot. 5 br, 4.5 ba, office, 
gourmet eat-in kitchen, main-
level family room, walk-out lower-
level. Hardwood floors, new 
paint,  and carpet.  Only 
$475,000!

LOOKING FOR LAND? LOOK AT THESE GREAT LOTS!

Reduced!
Reduced!

Reduced!

D-38 (Cont. from page 1)
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By Harriet Halbig
Interim Superintendent Ted 
Bauman contacted District Ac-
countability Advisory Commit-
tee (DAAC) Chair Steve Braun 
following a special meeting of 
the Board of Education, asking 
DAAC to select two representa-
tives to help interview candi-
dates for superintendent.

Bauman said that DAAC 
was a good source for such a 
task because all members are 
actively involved in the district 
and know the opinions of parents 
and teachers.

Braun asked for 
volunteers at the Jan. 11 
DAAC meeting, stressing 
that they must be willing 
to ask tough questions and 
express the opinions of 
DAAC during the process. 
Interviewers must attend 
a training session to learn 
to draft questions that will 
elicit the information they 
require and must attend the 
interviews for the entire day 
on Feb. 12.

Six committee mem-
bers volunteered for the job. 
Cathy Wilcox and Deb Goth 
were chosen by election, but 
Deborah Stumpf, the alter-
nate, will replace Goth, who 
is unable to participate.

The interviews for 
superintendent will be 
conducted by the adminis-

trative council of the district and 
two teams of 11 to 13 people with 
experience in the community, 
including business and other 
representatives. At the end of 
the day of interviewing, a public 
reception will be held for those 
interviewed so that the public 
can see how the candidates relate 
to the public.

The interviews will also be 
open to the public.

SchoolDude 
demonstration

Jim Carter, a former district 
employee and current consul-

tant, demonstrated the use of 
SchoolDude software in the plan-
ning process within the district. 
The software is used to facilitate 
capital planning by tracking the 
value of all district property with 
a value exceeding $5,000, track-
ing the estimated replacement 
date of equipment, and assigning 
priorities to proposed projects. 
The Colorado Department of 
Education assessed the value of 
all district property about five 
years ago.

When Carter receives a re-
quest for a project, he enters it 
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Complete service 
comes to you! 

(719) 487-9119
service@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,  
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing, 
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts 
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes 

& Lighting, and more... 

District Accountability Advisory Committee, Jan. 11

Two members chosen to interview 
superintendent candidates
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By Harriet Halbig
Ed Steinberg, assistant commissioner of the Colorado 
Department of Education and state director of Special 
Education, spoke to members of the Exceptional Students 
Learning Team at its Jan. 12 meeting at Palmer Ridge 
High School.

Before serving at the state level, Steinberg had served 
at the district level as director of Special Education for the 
Cherry Creek school district.

Steinberg spoke briefly about the history of special 
education under federal law. This year marks the 35th an-
niversary of the Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDA), 
an act based in the civil rights arena. Before 1975, chil-
dren who tested below a given score on an IQ test were 
barred from public schools. Under this law, education 
could not be denied to anyone.

More recently, the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act (otherwise known as No Child Left Behind) 
requires states to report on progress of students with 
disabilities.

IDA is a largely unfunded mandate, approaching 
special education as a moral obligation. At present, fed-
eral funds cover about 17 percent of the cost of special 
education programs. In good times, the state contributes 

into SchoolDude, where it is categorized and assigned a 
priority by the Operations Advisory Committee (OAC). 
If an item is funded, it is then assigned a project number. 
Items in the system are projected forward as far as 2025.

Carter said that cost projections can be problemati-
cal, and he tries to base the estimates on local costs. He 
also said that some projects, such as concrete work, may 
be completed by district employees.

Projects are reviewed with District Assistant Super-
intendent of Operations Cheryl Wangeman and reviewed 
by the OAC which then makes recommendations to the 
Board of Education. Once the board approves a project, 
the information becomes public.

Another use of SchoolDude is in tracking utility ex-
penses. Costs are calculated at expense per square foot of 
a facility. If there is a jump in cost, the operations staff is 
cued to check for leaks or meter malfunction.

Finally, Carter said that he is making energy effi-
ciency a priority for the near future. He is encouraging 
custodians to turn off the lights at night, planning to re-
place light bulbs with more efficient types, considering 
solar water heating, and investigating energy grants for 
the district.

Board of Education liaison Gail Wilson said that new 
Lt. Gov. Joe Garcia will be the director of Higher Educa-
tion for the Colorado Department of Education in the 

coming administration. The governor is also creating a P-
20 (preschool-college) council to study education issues. 
Enrollment statewide increased 1 percent in the last year.

At the state level, there continues to be a discussion 
about the issue of local control of curriculum and other 
matters. 

It is unlikely there will be new initiatives in the near 
future due to lack of funding.

Wilson urged the Committee for Political Achieve-
ment to continue its contact with state Rep. Amy Stephens 
in her new role as majority leader. The committee agreed 
to seek a meeting with Stephens in the near future.

Co-Chair Cori Tanner encouraged members to attend 
the special meeting of the Board of Education on Feb. 3 to 
hear findings of the new planning task force.

Interim Superintendent Bauman will attend the Feb-
ruary DAAC meeting to discuss the calendar for the com-
ing school year.

**********
The District Accountability Advisory Committee meets 
on the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. Locations 
vary. The Feb. 8 meeting will be held at Prairie Winds El-
ementary School, 790 Kings Deer Point East, Monument.
Harriet Halbig can be reached at harriethalbig@ocn.me

Homeowners & 
Auto Insurance 

�Term Life Insurance� is NOT 
the Answer. Call Steven Petty 

for the Truth About Life 
Insurance Protection. 
Call (719) 574-9544.
Honest, confidential advice.

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning. 
Now accepting  
new students. 

Call Pam Brunson            646-2791
www.pianobypam.com

Horse Boarding 
12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay & 

grain. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter.
Call Rick at 481-6660

Offer good through 2/28/11.

New Beads New Beads 
Arriving Weekly!Arriving Weekly!

www.beadcorneronline.com 

20% OFF
Beads, Yarn, and Supplies

ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST
On-Site Tailoring 

10% OFF
ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of 
drop-off. Prepayment required. 
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Expires 2/28/11.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road 

By King Soopers 
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm 

Sat. 8 am - 4 pm 

Exceptional Students Learning Team, Jan. 12

State official describes developments

EVERYBODY LOVES A BARGAIN 
GET NAME BRAND CLOTHING FOR 

LESS THAN DISCOUNT STORE PRICES 

SALES UP TO 80% OFF 
Clip and save through February 
15% OFF ON ANY ONE ITEM  
(Does not include items marked down 80%) 

 Located in the Monument Plaza 
 behind Rosie�s Diner 

We welcome new consignors  
 Call for an appointment today 

719-484-0300
www.twotimers.net 

Two Timers 
                Fine Consign 
          Women�s, Children�s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 

Guitar
Lessons

All Ages • All Levels • All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious 
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 20 years’ 

Teaching Experience 

Call Mike at 487-8435
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another 18 percent, with local districts making up the 
remainder. Special education must compete with gifted/
talented, English as a Second Language (ESL), and other 
programs for funding. In this part of the country, only 
Wyoming fully funds special education at the state level. 

Although he does not feel that special education is 
specifically being shortchanged in funding, he said that 
education as a whole is suffering from a weak economy.

American Reinvestment and Recovery Act funds re-
ceived over the past year may have helped local programs 
but are a one-time source of funding. In many districts, 
teachers were retained and assistive technology was pur-
chased with these funds. Locally, the funds were used to 
improve accessibility to schools, salaries, and assistive 
technology. Steinberg said that he feared using one-time 
funds for salaries was not the most effective approach.

A new priority in the special education field is 
literacy. The attainment of literacy is a new civil right 
and one that he said has been neglected for the past two 
decades. He said that 20 to 30 percent of students need a 
very structured method of learning to read, and there is a 
serious shortage of skilled reading teachers. Reading is a 
major deficit among students who enter the special educa-
tion system.

In Colorado, there is a trend toward the system 
of Response to Intervention (RtI) as a way to monitor 
progress among students. Rather than following the old 
model of waiting for a student to fail (testing three years 
behind his peers) before steps are taken, this system al-
lows professionals to deliver services to a student as soon 
as the need is recognized. These services could include 
having support personnel in the classroom or pulling a 
student out for individual help, and including parents and 
psychologists in the team to evaluate the effectiveness of 
the services. 

When asked about the value of online education, 
Steinberg said that online services became available to 
special education students about 12 years ago. Offerings 
are now multiplying rapidly, but it is essential to combine 
the online aspect of a program with classroom time to 
include the social aspect of education.

When asked about full inclusion in the general edu-
cation classroom for special education students, Steinberg 

said that full inclusion is not legally required. The legal 
requirement is that a student be provided instruction in 
the least restrictive environment, and schools are required 
to report regularly on students’ progress. Due to restric-
tions in funding, schools can sometimes not provide the 
para-educators necessary to support students in class, he 
said.

He also expressed concern that with the new teacher 
evaluation standards that reward teachers based on 
growth of their students, inclusion will be discouraged. 

Steinberg said that there is an increased concern 
about what special education students will do when they 
leave the school environment, and these transition pro-
grams are seeing increased emphasis. It is important to 
seek the support of the entire community for these stu-
dents. The goal for these students is independent living 
and employment. At present, adults with disabilities have 
a very high unemployment rate.

Schools in Colorado are required to count students 
in the special education system each Dec. 1. As of Dec. 1, 
2009, there were 83,000 students involved, a little over 10 
percent of the student body.

**********
The Exceptional Students Learning Team meets on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. The next 
meeting will be on Feb. 9 at the district’s learning center, 
146 Jefferson St., Monument.
Harriet Halbig can be reached at harriethalbig@ocn.me

For all your 
plumbing 

needs

Plumbing, LLC  
Shawn Heer, Principal

719.633-6948 (ofc)

719.351.3573 (cell)

Mention this ad for 15% OFF labor!

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH

481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz 

   Lessons 
*Year Round 
*Group, Private 
*Ages 7 - Adult 
*Western, English   
         *Dressage 

*CHA Certified* 
Instructor

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team  A Gift Of Love! 

For complete information on 
these properties, visit  

www.andyellis.remax.com

Email: andyellis@remax.net

Ready, Willing, and 
Able to Handle All Your 

Real Estate Needs!

Colorado Springs, Monument 
Palmer Lake, Gleneagle 
Black Forest, Woodmoor 

Best Wishes for a Wonderful 2011!
Thank you to all my clients for your continued trust. 

18120 Bakers Farm Rd., Walden. Sanctuary Homes built this 5 bed-
room, 4 bath masterpiece home in 2003 with care and ultra high qual-
ity: Alder trim and oversized solid alder doors throughout, wide plank 
hardwood floors, and vaulted ceilings. Gourmet kitchen with slab 
granite, stainless appliances including island with gas cooktop. Gor-
geous master bedroom with beautiful 5 pc. bath. Walk-out lower-level 
to exceptional backyard patio with new remote-controlled natural gas 
firepit. Main-level Trex-style deck with high end railing and stairs. See 
the virtual tour at www.listingsmagic.com/23448. List price $475,000.

Main-level living!

Sold!
Sold!

Sold!

Reduced!

Marty Christensen 
Chartercraft Homes, Inc. 
(719) 481-9706 or (719) 499-9984 
Licensed and insured

� New construction 
� Remodeling 
� Basement finishing 

� Additions 
� Decks
� RV garages 

Home Construction and Remodeling

Drywall Work
Remodels, Basements, Repairs. 30 yr. exp.

Call Gerry at 481-4497

Celebrate Valentine�s Day with 
the gift of  Jewelry!

TrollbeadsTrail.com 
125 Second St., Monument   719-481-0250 

Theapeutic Massage Therapy
...has moved to 14960 Woodcarver Road. The 
new clinic is on the west side of I-25. Exit I-25 
west on Baptist Road. Turn left (south) on 
Woodcarver to 14960 (Green building). 
Theapeutic Massage Therapy continues to offer:  
� Soft tissue treatment�I�ve had massages around the 

world. Thea, you are the best.�S.B., USAF pilot 
� Sports massage specialist 
� Customized blended essential oils and single bottles 
� Therapeutic Flax seed-filled pillows 
� Workshops, walking groups (Talk and Tennies), 

health and wellness discussion groups. 
Althea (Thea) Smith, MS, RMT, RA  

(719) 488-2250 or 481-4877 x100

Enjoy a relaxing massage.
$10 OFF Swedish and Deep Tissue Massage!

Limit one per customer. Good through 3/31/11.

Snow Removal
Affordable. Licensed and Insured. 

719-488-1818
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at 7 p.m. in the Station 1 
conference room, 15415 
Gleneagle Drive. As 
before, for information 
regarding board meet-
ings call 488-8680 or see 
www.wescottfire.org. 
2010 budget close-
out items discussed
Marshall noted that ac-
tual expenditures for 2010 
were about 85 percent of 

the total income budgeted 
and appropriated for the 
year. About $275,000 will 
be rolled over to the 2011 
beginning district fund 
total. Bunker gear cost-
ing $9,000 was ordered 
in November but the gear 
and bill have not yet been 
delivered. About $13,600 
in information technology 
equipment approved for 
2010 has not been installed 
or billed either. These two 

2010 items will reduce 
the net amount rolled 
over from 2010 to below 
$275,000. Marshall noted 
that the net district income 
from wildland fire support 
was about $12,000 for 
2010, and revenue received 
for development of fire 
plans was about $3,000. 

Peoples National Bank 
will be setting up a money 
market account to hold 
cash amounts in excess of 
$250,000 in the district’s 
checking account. This 
will reduce the total cost 
of transferring money 
from the district’s Co-
lotrust account to Peoples 
Bank. 
Note: Colotrust is the 
trade name for the Colo-
rado Local Government 
Liquid Asset Trust, an 
investment trust that was 
established for use by 
all state special districts 
as a financially secure 
source of interest income 
for uncommitted reserve 

funds that would be free 
of conflicts of interest. See 
www.colotrust.com for 
more information.

Marshall confirmed 
that the 2011 Westcott 
budget had been filed with 
the state Department of 
Local Affairs. 

Chief’s report
Burns reported that the 
changes in leadership 
roles resulting from the 
retirement of former Chief 
Jeff Edwards have been 
completed. Capt. Sean 
Pearson has been appoint-
ed training officer. Some 
of the other items Burns 
noted were:
• The district’s 

volunteer firefighter 
pension board will be 
conducting a biennial 
actuarial study of the 
pension fund. 

• The door for the 
ladder truck bay has 
been enlarged. 

• Installation of new 
upgraded information 

technology equipment 
and software is 
nearing completion. 
Service support, 
response, and security 
have been excellent.

Pearson presented several 
summary report formats 
for 2010 that showed the 
new IT system’s report-
generating capabilities. 
There were 120 calls in 
December for an annual 
total of 1,328. 

Station 3 update
Burns reported that there 
may be a March ground-
breaking ceremony for 
Station 3. Construction 
completion is expected in 
late December or Janu-
ary. Meetings with the 
contractor on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of the 
month will resume. 

Black Forest 
Consolidation 

Committee
Campbell said that Black 
Forest Consolidation 

Committee meetings will 
be suspended until Black 
Forest Fire & Rescue Pro-
tection District can resolve 
its budget shortfall. 

Potential budget 
issues discussed

Ridings informed the 
board that the staff is 
moving forward with the 
formal creation of a new 
part-time fire marshal po-
sition as budgeted for 2011. 
Firefighter-EMT Margo 
Hughes will fill this new 
part-time position. 

Ridings proposed the 
purchase of a new vehicle 
for the assistant chief to 
replace the existing 1999 
vehicle that was donated 
to the district by the 
Colorado Springs Police 
Department. The total 
cost for a four-wheel drive 
sport utility vehicle with 
special paint, auxiliary 
lighting, and radio equip-
ment through the state 
police vehicle purchase 
program is about $50,000. 

DWFPD (Cont. from page 1)

Piano Lessons By Becky  
� 37 years of teaching experience 
� Bachelors of Arts in Music 
� King�s Deer area 
� First Lesson is FREE! 

Call 559-3837 

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Bud Gerathy

170 South Valley Rd. 
Open House Feb. 5th, 1-4. 

Palmer Lake Charmer.  
For info & photo�s  

Text R2166 to 85377 

2308 Shoshone Valley Tr.
Monument custom home. 

2604sq.ft., open floor plan, 
5beds/4baths/3car. 

Text R2174 to 85377 

Top Selling Agent 
New Homes*Lots*Resale*Repo�s 

Suite A in the West End Center 
755 Hwy. 105  (3/4 mile west of Monument Safeway) 

Yoga
Pathways
Studio

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com
Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858 

The Go-To Place in Tri-Lakes for Yoga! 
 Daily Classes including Beginners,

All-Levels, Gentle & Private

Serving All Of Your Printing Needs!

N/W Corner of Hwy 105 and 3rd St. across from 7-11

303 Hwy 105 • Monument
info@gomonument.com

COPIES • BLUEPRINTS • SIGNAGE

487-7640

WINTER SPECIAL
100 Color Flyers........
  1 sided, 20# bond. Expires 03/06/11. Camera ready art.

1000 Business Cards..
  1 sided, color. 110# Card stock. Camera ready art.

$4999

In-House Graphic Design 
Services Available.

$2699

February
Features

�� Tuesdays: Buy one 
entrée receive one 
entrée of equal or 
lesser value free. 

�� Wednesdays: Buy
two entrées, get an 
appetizer free.

�� Thursdays: Bottles of 
wine are half price. 

�� Chef�s Wine Special:
Ask wait staff about 
the $20 bottle of 
wine.
Not valid with other offers.

Make
Valentine�s

Reservations
Now!

See website for 
prefix menu. 

Serving Dinner
Tuesday through 

Saturday

5:00 until 9:00 pm 

B&E Filling Station RestaurantB&E Filling Station Restaurant
25 Highway 105, Palmer Lake25 Highway 105, Palmer Lake

Casual ~ Elegant ~ DiningCasual ~ Elegant ~ Dining

For reservations, visit our website at For reservations, visit our website at 
www.BandEFillingStation.comwww.BandEFillingStation.com

or call 481or call 481--47804780

����

TRI-LAKES YMCA 
Membership Programs
����������������������������������
����������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
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A Gift of Time
Specializing in Residential Cleaning 

Trustworthy and Dependable  
Weekly, Bi-weekly, Monthly 

Move-outs. References available 
Call Stacy at (719) 930-2178
stacy.agiftoftime@gmail.com
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The 1999 vehicle would be offered for 
donation to another state fire department. 
This proposed vehicle purchase is not part 
of the approved 2011 budget, but could be 
funded by the remaining amount rolled 
over from 2010. 

Marshall also noted that the amount 
budgeted in 2011 for legal professional 
services may not be enough to cover 
emerging legal issues. 

Burns suggested four other potential 
reallocations from the 2010 rollover of 
about $275,000:
• Adding $50,000 of the rollover 

amount to the 2011 apparatus fund for 
the assistant chief vehicle

• Adding $10,000 of the rollover 
amount to the 2011 legal fund

• Adding $10,000 of the rollover 
amount to the 2011 district equipment 
fund for outfitting the new ladder and 
pumper trucks

• Adding an unspecified amount of 
money to the personnel line for 
creation of three new firefighter 
positions at Station 3 at the end of 
2011. 

There was also a discussion of the need for 
a staffing model for setting larger payroll 
requirements starting in 2012. Hartung 
suggested hiring a CPA to help Marshall 
with evaluating options to meet these po-

tential new additional financing require-
ments. Burns and Ridings said they would 
provide additional specific cost informa-
tion at the next board meeting regarding 
these suggestions. 

The board unanimously approved 
a motion to have the district’s attorney 
file a notice of appeal on a recent district 
court decision that approved a request that 
several properties at the south end of the 
district service area be “dis-included” 
from the Westcott district without fair and 

reasonable financial compensation for loss 
of revenue. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:26 
p.m.

**********
The next board meeting will be at 7 p.m. 
on Feb. 23 at Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle 
Drive. Meetings are normally held on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month. Informa-
tion: 488-8680.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.
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Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, Jan. 26

Directors review 2010

    STELLAR STYLES SALON & SPA

719-487-9845     790 Hwy 105 unit E, Palmer Lake 

Happy Valentine�s Day ! 
  Need a new stylist? 

 Need a new look? 

Athena is new to the area, but has 
been in the business since �95. She is 
working to establish a local clientele.  
Call for other new client specials!  Athena�s  

New Client Special 
50% OFF haircut  

with color service 
through 2/28/11 

STELLAR STYLES SALON & SPA

By Bernard L. Minetti
The January meeting of the Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Protection District Board 
of Directors was marked by a review of the 
2010 statistics generated by the various sec-
tions of the organization. 

Treasurer John Hildebrandt said 
that the property tax revenue dedicated 
to the fire district had fallen short of the 
budgeted amount. The budgeted amount 
was $3,207,225, which was $10,430 
more than received. Specific ownership 
taxes were $298,191 which was under 
budget by $22,898 for the year. Ambu-
lance revenues were $558,119, which 
was 121 percent of the amount budgeted. 
The overage amounted to $98,119. 

Hildebrandt said that the total 2010 
annual revenue for the district was 
$4,094,234. This was 100.78 percent of 
the budgeted amount, which is an over-
age of $31,550. This was used to cover 
the deficit in the tax receipts. Total ex-
penses exceeded the budgeted amount of 
$4,059,417 by $130,545, or 3.32 percent.

Representing Chief Robert Denbo-
ske was district training officer Lt. Mike 
Keogh, who cited the training statistics 
for 2010. He advised that with the ex-
ception of the physical fitness statistics, 
the statistics covered the June through 
December period. The physical fitness 
tally covered the November through 
December time frame. 

Keogh stated there was a total of 
298 class/training sessions. A total of 
860.5 training hours were offered, while 
the training hours received amounted to 
5,513 hours. 

Administrative Assistant Jennifer 
Martin stated that in 2010, Fire Marshal 
Curtis Kauffman, had performed 61 plan 
reviews consisting of two commercial 
plans, 35 residential plans, and 24 plans 
in the “other” category. Kauffman had 
performed 211 building inspections in 

the Tri-Lakes area and 14 with the Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department. The 
Palmer Lake inspections covered the last 
quarter of 2010. 

Denboske said that there were 2,051 
total responses for 2010, down from 2,075 

It�s all about It�s all about 
the cat!the cat!
Dedicated to Dedicated to 

cat care in cat care in yyour homeour home!!
Dayna Carnival, Owner, Dayna Carnival, Owner, 
Carnival Cat Care, LLCCarnival Cat Care, LLC
carnival@divide.netcarnival@divide.net
(719) 488(719) 488--01250125
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in 2009. The 2010 total call vol-
ume consisted of 287 fire/fire 
alarm, 504 traffic accidents, 
1,005 medical responses, (with-
out subsequent transportation) 
156 citizen assists, 99 hazmat, 

and 812 transportation calls. 
Martin gave a breakdown of 

senior safety services, citing 10 
calls for smoke detector checks, 
two carbon monoxide detector 
checks, two senior safety checks, 

and five newsletter education 
items. The 2010 community edu-
cation projects consisted of 21 
station tours, 15 public education 
events, five car seat checks, and 
four community service calls.

Sprinkler education 
program

Continuing the board’s sprin-
kler education program, Pres-
ident Charlie Pocock read the 
third article into the record 
for media dissemination: 
 “Residential fire sprinklers 

or no sprinklers (third 

article)
  In the first article, we 

discussed the National 
Fire Code and how it is 
used. In the second article 
we discussed the type of 
sprinkler system being 
proposed. This article will 
briefly discuss the nature of 
the risk as it applies to our 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District.

  The reason for requiring 
residential fire sprinkler 
systems is to preserve and 
protect lives, the lives of 
residents and fire fighters. 
Colorado ranks eighth 
from the best in the number 
of fire deaths per million 
population. The District 
of Columbia is the worst 
with a rate of 39.2 and 
Mississippi is next with 
a rate 28.4. Hawaii is the 
best with a rate of 3.9, next 
is Rhode Island with 5.7. 
Colorado has 8.3 deaths 
per 1,000,000 people 
(NFPA data for 2007). 
  Now, if we 
say that half of the deaths 
are in residential fires 
and half in commercial 
structures, we could 
draw the conclusion that 
the 25,000 people in the 
Tri-Lakes region could 
expect one death due to 
a residential fire about 
every 10 years. However, 
looking back through our 
records for 20 years we 
cannot find a single case 
where fire was the cause 
of death. Why? The Home 
Builder’s Association 
would have us believe that 
we have a greater number 
of newer homes which 
are built to better fire and 
construction standards 
and our population is 
more inclined to maintain 
their homes, including the 
built-in safety equipment, 
in better condition. 
However, most new 
homes use some form of 
light-weight, engineered, 
trusses in their floors and 

roof construction and these 
are far less fire-tolerant than 
‘legacy’ type construction. 
We would like to think our 
fire department is better, 
but the best we can average 
is 10 minutes from placing 
a 911 call to water on the 
fire, and a fully engulfed 
floor truss can burn through 
in 4.8 minutes compared 
to 24 minutes for legacy 
construction.

   It is true that the 
chances of being killed in a 
residential fire are far less 
than the chances of being 
killed in an automobile, train 
or even an airplane accident, 
but are the added costs of 
fire sprinkler installation, 
and the future costs of 
maintenance, in new homes 
worth the added cost?”
Appearance Policy

The board discussed the dis-
trict’s Appearance Policy for 
employees, for whenever they 
are “wearing any official fire 
department uniform,” whether 
on-duty or off-duty. The policy 
specifies that hair “must be clean, 
groomed, and neatly trimmed so 
as not to present a ragged, bushy, 
unkempt, or eccentric appear-
ance. Hair color must be consis-
tent with the natural human hair 
spectrum. Hair must not obstruct 
an employee’s vision.” 

There were more hair spe-
cifics for men and women. The 
policy also details the length and 
style of sideburns, mustaches, 
and lip beards; prohibits beards 
and goatees; and addresses jew-
elry, earrings, and piercings. 

**********
The next Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Protection District Board 
meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Feb. 23, at the Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Administration Center 
at 166 Second St. in Monu-
ment. For further information 
regarding this meeting, contact 
Fire District Administrative As-
sistant Jennifer Martin at 719-
484-0911.
Bernard Minetti may be contact-

ed at bernardminetti@ocn.me

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 801321860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School

 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available

��������������������������������������������David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.
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We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

(719) 488-3737
www.hamulaorthodontics.com

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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• Complimentary Exams

• Clear Braces, Invisalign & 
Self Ligating Brackets

• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & 
Adults

• Extended Office Hours

• Flexible Payment Plans

Pi
an

o Performance and Instruction

Gina Forero
B.M., M.S.

The Julliard School 
New York, NY

Beginner to 
Advanced

(719) 337-7742
ginaforeropianostudio@yahoo.com

www.ginaforeropiano.com

Give the gift 
of  music 

with a gift 
certificate
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By Jim Kendrick
On Jan. 18, Police Chief Jake 
Shirk reported that Monument 
assisted the Drug Enforcement 
Agency in a local arrest that 
netted over six pounds of crys-
tal meth and the seizure of over 
$100,000. Shirk also noted that 
the Monument Police Depart-

ment is taking the lead on coor-
dinating a response to criminal 
activity at several Front Range 
Home Depots. See Chief Shirk’s 
related letter to the editor on page 
25. 

The Monument Board of 
Trustees unanimously reap-
pointed incumbent Planning 

Commissioners Glenda Smith, 
John Dick, and Becki Tooley to 
the Monument Planning Com-
mission for terms ending in 
January 2013. These reappoint-
ments keep all seven seats on the 
commission filled. 

The board also unanimously 
reappointed Public Works Direc-
tor Rich Landreth and former 
Monument Mayor Betty Konar-
ski as primary and alternate 
town representatives for 2011 
to the now merged Pikes Peak 
Regional Water Authority and 
El Paso County Water Authority. 
The Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority was absorbed into El 
Paso County Water Authority. 
However, the merged organiza-
tion has subsequently changed 
its name to Pikes Peak Regional 
Water Authority. 

Trustee Gail Drumm did not 
attend the meeting. 

Trustees’ comments
Trustee Rafael Dominguez 
asked about the status of new 

town code requirements for 
farmer’s markets. Town Manager 
Cathy Green said that “it’s a lot 
messier than we thought” and 
that she did not expect the code 
revision to be an agenda item for 
the Feb. 9 Planning Commission 
as previously planned. This code 
change had been continued at the 
Jan. 12 Planning Commission. 
Dominguez said that recently 
these events had evolved from 
a “farmer’s market to more of a 
flea market or yard sale.”

Mayor Travis Easton 
asked Green to provide a sta-
tus report on the success of the 
Historic Monument Merchant 
Association’s 3/50 campaign 
project at a future meeting. 
See monumentmerchants.com/
350shoplocal.html for more in-
formation. 

Easton also asked the staff 
to try to find a Monument resi-
dent who would volunteer to fill 
the vacant Town of Palmer Lake 
seat on the county Citizen’s Ad-

visory Committee of the Pikes 
Peak Area Council of Govern-
ment. Palmer Lake has been un-
able to fill the seat and offered it 
to Monument to fill. 

Commissioner Dick advised 
the board about recent events at 
the Citizen’s Advisory Commit-
tee. Green and Tom Kassawara, 
director of Development Ser-
vices, noted that many members 
of this committee are strong 
advocates of personal agendas, 
and that Dick was providing 
strong balanced representation 
for Monument. 

Dominguez and Easton an-
nounced that Synthes would be 
adding some warehouse space 
in Colorado Springs. No Monu-
ment operations will be curtailed 
or relocated. 

Willow Springs Ranch 
regional park update

Background
On Jan. 9, 2008, by a 4-2 vote, 

(Continued on page 12)

341 Front Street � Downtown Monument  
(719) 488-2300 � Now Tues.-Sat. 9-5!

OFF one item
Excludes BOGO items. Through 2/28/11.

Happy  
Valentine�s Day!

50% 

� Children & Adult Eye Exams 
� Laser Vision Consultant 
� Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses 

We Match Faces  
and Frames! 

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D. Authorized Oakley Dealer 

Colorado Springs� own Avalon and Olivia 
Vance, choir members at Woodmen Valley 
Chapel and avid tennis players are frame-

styled to suit their very active lifestyles! 

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF$40 OFF
Comprehensive Eye Exam
Must present coupon when service is provided.

May exclude some insurance plans.  
Good through April 1, 2011.

488-9595
In Monument

Next to Monument Academy

www.premiervision.com 

     

State Rankings:  
·10th for ACT composite score 

 ·9th for students being prepared for  
  college level work 
 ·93.8 percentile in academic achievement  
  compared to other Colorado high schools  
Advanced Placement Courses - 13 offered:   
 ·402 AP tests taken in 2009-2010 
  ·78% of those scored 3 or higher 
  ·19% of those scored 5  
95% Graduation rate; 0.7% Dropout rate  
Awards:  
 ·Accredited with Distinction 
 ·Colorado’s Assistant Principal of the Year 
 ·Nationally recognized Serteen/Key Club 
 ·Yearbook of the Year   
Scholarships:  $9 million offered 2009-2010  
Strings Class, Wind Symphony, Jazz Band, Guitar, 
Choirs, Acting, Improvisation, Theater Technology 
 

State Champions:  
 ·Ice Hockey 
 ·Boys’ Swimming 
  
Knowledge Bowl Matchwits Champions     
21st Century Learning through Technology:  
 ·Distance Learning Lab 
 ·Wireless netbooks and touchscreens 
 ·Interactive technology in a social learning  
  environment  
DECA:  
 ·2 national rankings in 2009       
 ·28 state qualifiers in 2010-2011  
Options 38 Program providing students with a 
wider variety of learning options  
One of three U.S. schools chosen by the U.S.  
State Department to represent the United States  
in a yearly student leadership exchange program 
with Poland 

Lewis-Palmer High School 
Expect the Best! 

Tours available on February 5, April 1, and April 29 
 To book a tour, call Shelley Bladow at 488-6184 

Paid for by LPHS Parents  
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Board-Certified Orthodontic Specialist 

Monument Board of Trustees, Jan. 18

Monument police assist DEA in crystal meth arrest
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Happy Hour

nSeve Days a W
eek!

0
l 0pm

2: 0pm unti 6:0

Open 7 Days a Week 6:30am - 9pm Mon - Fri 7:30am - 9pm Sat & Sun
13860 Gleneagle Dr. Across from Loaf ‘n Jugwww.asecondcup.net 481-6446

Another Pint
American Ale House

@

www.coffeecupmonument.com

Open 7 Days a Week Breakfast and Lunch 6 am - 3 pm
251 Front Street, Downtown Monument 488-0663

Live Ac ust al Mu i
o ic s c

ve u s t
E ry T e & Sa

ar ing t 6 0 pm
St t a : 0

Free Lunch!
Coupon not valid with daily specials. Valid at Coffee Cup Only.
Only one coupon per table per visit. Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon good through March 31, 2011.

Buy any adult lunch entree and receive
a second entree of equal or lesser value free.

23 Micro Brews
On Draft!

Expanding to
33 this month!

Not valid on Sat or Sun.
Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon good through March 31, 2011.

Dine in only at Coffee Cup only.

$1.99 Breakfast!
Come in any time Monday through Friday and

receive Two Eggs, Bacon or Sausage, Country Fries,
and Toast for only $1.99!

0. 8 s
$ 9 PBR Pint

Eve y W d sdr e en ay

Come in and try any of our 23 craft beers
on tap and receive your second draft beer
of equal or lesser value for only a Penny!

With purchase of a full price draft.
Only one coupon per visit. Not valid with any other

offer. Coupon good through March 31, 2011.

Penny Draft Beer!
Come on in for a cup of Serranos or house coffee
for FREE with any purchase of $4.99 or more!

Free Coffee!

Dine in only.  Valid at Second Cup Only
Only one coupon per visit. Not valid with any other offer.

Coupon good through March 31, 2011.

Best Breakfast in Town
For Over 30 Years!

$2.99 Breakfast Specials
Every Weekday!

www.anotherpint.net
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the Monument Planning Commission nar-
rowly approved the serial annexation of 
two filings in the 259-acre Willow Springs 
Ranch development just west of the rail-
road tracks, between the Synthes plant 
and the west end of Baptist Road. Also 
approved were requests for town Planned 

Development zoning and the requested 
densities for a maximum of 450 houses in 
the sketch PD plan. 

On Feb. 4, 2008, the Monument 
Board of Trustees approved the Willow 
Springs Ranch development annexation 
and rezoning by a 5-2 vote. The sketch 

plan was unanimously continued, how-
ever, due to concerns about the complex-
ity and cost of extending Mitchell Avenue 
southward to connect to Baptist Road. 
Also, the available groundwater on the 
Willow Springs Ranch parcel is about 
70 acre-feet less than the annual mini-
mum supply requirement for 450 houses. 
While a “handshake agreement” had been 
made by the landowners to purchase the 
necessary additional water rights from 
the adjacent Forest Lakes Metropolitan 
District, no contract had been signed. See 
www.ocn.me/v8n3.htm#bot0204 for more 
details. 

On Feb. 21, 2008, the Willow Springs 
Ranch development was included by a 
unanimous vote of the Monument Sani-
tation District board. A lift station is re-
quired to transport most of the domestic 
wastewater uphill to the adjacent Tri-
Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility at 
the south end of Mitchell Avenue. Forest 
Lakes Metro District has no excess waste-
water treatment capacity at Upper Monu-

ment Creek Regional Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility to provide to this project. 

On March 3, 2008, the Monument 
Board of Trustees held a half-hour “town 
meeting” to hear the comments of adjacent 
county property owners on town plans to 
extend Mitchell Avenue from the current 
dead-end next to the Tri-Lakes Wastewa-
ter Treatment Facility to Baptist Road. 
The town preferred to connect Mitchell 
to Forest Lakes Drive, which was under 
construction, to save money. Members 
of the board and staff reiterated that the 
Mitchell Avenue extension was an entirely 
separate issue from the Willow Springs 
Ranch annexation ordinance that was also 
on the agenda. The town still has no funds 
available to pay for any of the proposed 
Mitchell Avenue extension options.

After a contentious 3 1/2-hour hear-
ing, the Willow Springs Ranch sketch 
planned development site plan was ap-
proved by 5-2 vote with 10 conditions. 

The landowners and developer never 
filed the board-approved annexations, the 
board-approved rezoning, or the board-
approved sketch planned development site 
plan with the county. 

Hillcrest Bank of Kansas financed the 
land purchase and has since foreclosed on 
the bankrupt landowners. Hillcrest was 
taken over by the Federal Deposit Insur-
ers Corporation in October 2010. Integrity 
Bank financed the purchase of the Watt 
residences. Both banks are trying to sell 
their portions of the project. 

Staff update
On Jan. 18, 2011, Kassawara said that Tim 
Wolken, director of the El Paso County 
Community Services Department, had 
met with him and his staff on Dec. 16, 
2010, regarding development of a regional 
park on the Willow Springs Ranch prop-
erty. Kassawara referenced a letter of Dec. 
23 that Wolken had sent the town staff 
that further defined the possibilities in the 
county’s proposal to convert this parcel 
into a regional park. Wolken’s letter listed 
these proposed county improvements:
• A passive open space with hiking 

trails
• Active recreation facilities, including 

ball fields
• A school site
• A site for a county maintenance 

garage
• Habitat preservation
• Connection to existing trail systems
• A visual buffer for I-25
Wolken’s letter asked the town to partner 
with the county to try to obtain all or some 
of the Willow Springs parcel at a reduced 
price. Hillcrest is listing the vacant land 
for $9 million. Wolken’s letter added that 
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Open Saturdays 10am-4pm
or by appointment
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19850 Beacon Lite Road
Monument, CO 80132

More information and Online directions at:
www.peakranchalpacas.com

(719) 232-8509 15% OFF
your entire purchase
with coupon. Valid through 2/12/11

Call for details on our Wet Felting Class, Feb. 20, 10 am-4 pm and 
our Alpaca Teddy Bear Valentine’s Day Baskets!
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Integrity is offering the residences for 
$1.2 million. Wolken suggested applying 
jointly for Great Outdoors Colorado Leg-
acy Grant and City of Colorado Springs 
Trails, Open Spaces, and Parks Commit-
tee funding. Kassawara told the county it 
could not offer any money but could offer 
in-kind services. 

Kassawara added that representatives 
of the two banks also met separately with 
town staff to try to negotiate cancellation 
of the open space donation requirements 
in the board-approved sketch. The banks 
also asked the town to purchase the Watt 
homestead and the 15 acres that were to be 
donated to the town by the previous land 
owners as park space for about $650,000. 
The banks also wanted the town to remove 
the site plan requirement for the developer 
to donate $500,000 for purchase of land 
needed to extend Mitchell Avenue down 
the west side of the Willow Springs parcel. 
Several other board-approved conditions 
of approval for the sketch planned devel-
opment site plan were also taken off the 
negotiating table by the banks. 

The banks recently filed for a rezone 
of the property from RR-5 to conceptual 
planned urban development (PUD) and 
a replat with the county. Kassawara pro-
vided the county a six-page letter of con-
cerns on Oct. 18 about the plan the banks 
proposed for a county residential develop-
ment without most of the amenities that 
the developers had agreed to provide the 
town. 

Some of the town’s concerns listed 
in Kassawara’s letter to Project Manager 
Tony Deconinck of El Paso County Devel-
opment Services were:
• The town did not receive copies of 

most of the supporting documents 
mentioned in the new developers’ 
letter of intent so these comments are 
to be considered incomplete by the 
county until the town staff can review 
them. 

• Monument is asking for the same 
commitments as those listed in the 
town’s approved PD site plan and 
annexation agreement. 

• The banks stated in their PUD 
proposal that this is the same plan 
proposed to Monument, but it is not 
the same because many commitments 
to the town on the approved PD sketch 
plan were removed. 

• There is inadequate infrastructure 
and insufficient commitments to 
support the density and number of 
units proposed in the PUD application 
to the county.

• Provisions for potable water need 
to be determined. There is no 
commitment to provide water service 
by the Forest Lakes or Triview 
Metropolitan Districts, the only 
entities with planned future potable 
water service lines that are nearby 
this proposed development. The 
Town of Monument does not provide 
water outside the town’s boundaries.

• The lack of facilities and services in 
the new PUD application that should 
be provided by the developer will 
place an undue burden on Monument 
facilities and services. 

• There is inadequate access and an 
inadequate road network.

• There is no commitment to construct 
parks as the previous developers had 
agreed to do.

• It is unclear that the parks are being 
dedicated to the county at no cost as 
the town required. 

• The town questions whether the 
county can provide adequate police 
service with prompt emergency 
response, which would add a burden 
to the Monument Police Department 

under a shared emergency response 
agreement, with no revenue or 
reimbursement to the town to pay for 
the additional service demands on the 
town’s police staff. 

• The proposal to complete development 
of Willow Springs without extending 
Mitchell Avenue south to Baptist 

Commit by February 28th 2011 and build 
your Dream Home any time you wish! 
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Road as a minor arterial is inconsistent with chapter 6 
of the Tri-Lakes Comprehensive Plan which calls for 
a connected, efficient, safe, aesthetically appealing, 
and environmentally sensitive transportation system 
as required in the town’s annexation agreements and 
PD site plan.

• The amount of right-of-way being dedicated for 
Mitchell Avenue is only a small portion of the actual 
requirement. Although the previous developers 
agreed to share the costs of extending Mitchell 
Avenue, this proposal only offers a small amount of 
right-of-way if the county chooses to require such a 
donation. 

• The portions of Mitchell Avenue and internal roads 
that are addressed in the new PUD proposal are not 
within the town boundaries, so town participation in 
construction and maintenance will not occur, adding 
to the overall costs to the county compared to the 
previous developer’s proposal. 

• The Mitchell Road extension to Baptist Road is 
needed to provide for faster wildfire evacuations 
from the adjacent unincorporated areas. 

• The northern half of the proposed Willow Springs 
development would add to the traffic on Mitchell 
Avenue and worsen backups that occur at the Second 
Street intersection due to frequent passages of trains 
at the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad crossing. 

• The required new traffic study for the revised 
proposal must be forwarded to the town so that it can 
determine town traffic impacts that should be built 
by or cost shared with the new developers. 

• A town construction permit will be required of the 
new developer to connect development roadways to 
adjacent town roadways.

• The proposed internal development emergency 
access route crosses the 100-year floodplain where 
bridges have been washed out in the recent past. This 
access route would also not be available during heavy 
snows as proposed. Easements for this emergency 
access route should be clearly shown on the PUD site 
plan and dedicated to the county prior to filing of the 
subdivision plat. 

• The commitment to comply with the town’s 
requirements for preservation of trees and avoidance 
of building on steep slopes on the portions of the 
development most visible to I-25 have been removed 
in the new PUD plan, making this plan inconsistent 
with the Tri-Lakes Comprehensive Plan. 

• The elementary school site to be provided to the 
Lewis-Palmer School District in the adjacent 
proposed Forest Lakes development has been 
deemed unworkable by D-38 because it is too 
narrow. The previous developers had agreed to the 
town’s requirement to pay $1,350 per - family home 
or $607,500 to D-38. 

See www.ocn.me/v10n12.htm#bot1101 for more infor-
mation on Kassawara’s letter. 

During the Jan. 18 discussion, Dominguez asked how 
the county could consider obtaining another regional park 
“when they can’t even handle what they’ve got.” Green 
and Kassawara listed several options for the county to ob-
tain all the parcel or parts of the parcel in sequence while 
allowing development of other portions if the banks can 
find a buyer. 

At the conclusion of the discussion on this wide-rang-
ing informational agenda item, the board encouraged the 
town staff to tell the county, D-38, and Colorado Springs 
staffs that it will participate in discussions, but cannot 
make a financial commitment at this time. 

Staff reports
Treasurer Pamela Smith reported that total general fund 
revenues are still close to the amount collected in 2009 
through November, but total sales tax revenue is still less 
than in 2009. Final revenue totals for 2010 will be avail-

able in February. Expenditures have been trimmed to off-
set these slight reductions in revenue. The Discount Tires 
and Christian Brothers stores in Monument Marketplace 
will be opening soon. 

Police Chief Jake Shirk reported that Lt. Steve Burk 
is working with local ministries to set up a local ministe-
rial fund to help transients as they come through town. 
Shirk and Town Attorney Gary Shupp both reported that 
Municipal Court will now be held on Wednesday eve-
nings, which should ameliorate parking issues at Town 
Hall. 

Some of the highlights from Kassawara’s monthly 
activity report for Development Services were:
• A land use permit was issued for the new location of 

Serranos Coffee Co. on the opposite side of Highway 
105. 

• Two residential land use permits were issued in 
December, bringing the 2010 town total to 50, with 
33 of these in Triview Metropolitan District. 

• The staff hopes to complete the unification of 
the town and Triview Metropolitan District code 
specifications. 

• The sub-area plan of the I-25 corridor plan is nearing 
completion and will then be presented to affected 
property owners. 

• The staff is continuing negotiations with adjacent 
landowner Sally Beck to obtain an easement for the 
Second Street Streetscape project.

• The staff is obtaining information from property 
owners for an update of the town’s water demand 
analysis. 

• Kassawara is working with new Triview District 
Manager Mark Carmel on Preble’s mouse habitat 404 
permit issues and their relationship to the Triview 
Parks Master Plan. 

Rich Landreth reported that the original contractor 
for removal of police trailers on Washington Street 
has abandoned the project. The plan to purchase trees 
from Mountain Farmer has been abandoned due to the 
business’s current financial difficulties. The sewer line to 
the Navsys building on Woodcarver Road is completed, 
and plans have been approved for a fire hydrant for this 
building as well. 

Green reported that she would be presenting three 
video seminars on new urbanism that town staff, trustees, 
and members of the local community may attend. 

The board went into executive session to discuss per-
sonnel issues at 7:30 p.m.

**********
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Feb. 7 at 
Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. Meetings are normally 
held on the first and third Monday of the month. Informa-
tion: 884-8017. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Rampart School of Music 
Piano, Organ, Theory 

BONNIE ACKERMAN 

The Gift of a Lifetime 
First Lesson FREE 

Your Home or Mine 
Call: (719) 329-8810 

Cleaning Services 
Homes � Move Outs � Move Ins 
Weekly � Bi-Weekly � Monthly 

Free Estimates � Local References
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area for 12 Years

495-1798
Rocky Forry                      Sharon Forry 
Pager 386-1814              Pager 386-9117 

Because we�re not NEW,
we know what to DO!

�YOUR project should be HANDCRAFTED!� 
Additions � Decks � Remodels/Basement Finishes 

Garages & Barns � Custom Homes 
15 years experience in El Paso & Douglas Counties 

Licensed & Insured � BUILT GREEN CERTIFIED 

Call today for a FREE Estimate: (719) 481-6170 
handcraftedinc@aol.com   www.handcraftedinc.com

   

Trish Flake
Sells the Tri-Lakes! 
(719) 481-4810 
 www.trishflake.com 

18890 Rockbrook            20 Primrose St.           0 Columbine Rd. 
  Perfect Starter on 1⁄2 Ac    Zoned Commercial    Prime Building Site 
       Over 2100 SF!       Many Potential Uses!    Views! Walk-out! 
   4Bd/2Ba  � $170,000     4Bd/2Ba � $220,000           $65,000 

1750 Stella Dr.         109 Columbine Rd.         161 Shady Ln.
  6.39 Acres on Fox Run    Unf. Walk-out Bsmt.     Bring All Offers! 
       5Bd/4Ba/2Car                3Bd/2Ba/2Car             4Bd/3Ba/2Car          
           $410,000                Views!  �  $219,900            $169,000 

19 Highway 105  � Palmer Lake

Décor by Diane
Interior Painting 

No job too small. Over 30 years experience. 
(719) 488-0817

    Save those old t-shirts and 
              transform them into a... 

T-Shirt Quilt
A memorable gift for your 

favorite graduate or athlete 

Order now for  
graduation delivery

Moss
Sportswear & Embroidery

(719) 487-2986 
Tues.-Fri. 8:30-5, Sat. by appointment. 

677 Highway 105, Unit C 
between Monument and Palmer Lake.
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted. 
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(719) 487-8586
15025 Roller Coaster Road

Valentines 
Special!

Facial, Massage, Parafin 
Hand Dip, Brow Wax & 
Vit. C Eye Treatment. 

Only $99! 
Good through 3/15/11. 

Gift certificates available. 

Valentines 

Support Our 
Community!

Shop Tri-Lakes.
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By Jim Kendrick
On Jan. 12, the Monument 
Planning Commission unani-
mously approved a minor site 
plan amendment for the pa-
rochial school operated by St. 
Peter Catholic Church at 55 N. 
Jefferson St. This minor site 
plan amendment will allow the 
school to add the sixth-, seventh-
, and eighth-grade classes in the 
new space created by the recent 
school building expansion. 

The landowner, the Diocese 
of Colorado Springs, is not re-
questing any changes to the St. 
Peter buildings, grounds, parking 
lots, drives, or drop-off facilities 
or the current size of the school 
population of 150 students. 

The other scheduled public 
hearing on the addition of Monu-
ment Code Section 5.52 regard-
ing “Special Events, Farmer’s 
Markets, and Mobile Food 
Carts” was unanimously contin-
ued until the next Planning Com-
mission meeting at 6:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 9 in Town Hall, 645 Beacon 
Lite Road. 

The “out-of-town absences” 
of Commissioners David Gwis-
dalla, Glenda Smith, and Becky 
Tooley were excused. 

Background
In 2007, the Monument Board of 
Trustees approved a “use by spe-
cial review site plan” for a pre-K 
to fi fth-grade school. The traffi c 
study for that 2007 approval pro-
cess was based on 150 students, 
while the water analysis showed 
there was suffi cient water avail-
able for the church and up to 
175 students. The design of the 
recently completed expansion 
of the school building provides 
physical space for up to 500 
students. 

Principal Planner Karen 
Griffi th noted that the St. Peter 
School had about 90 students (in 
2007) and would be back before 
the Planning Commission and 
Board of Trustees at a later time 
if the number of students were 
to exceed the current approved 
maximum of 150. The staff made 
no recommendation at this time 
because there was no planned 
increase above 150 students. 

Public hearing
Brian Bucher of Bucher Design 
Studios, the St. Peter Church 
architect, stated that he is also 
a parishioner. He noted that the 
school started as pre-K, then 
pre-K through second grade, and 
now pre-K through fi fth grade. 
Bucher noted the number of 
parents in attendance (about 25) 
to support the value to the com-
munity of this fi nal expansion 
through eighth grade as a local 
school choice option. He said the 
original traffi c study for a maxi-
mum of 150 students covered the 
period through 2027. 

Mary Hoffman, princi-
pal, explained that the middle 

school classrooms are physically 
separated from the elementary 
school classrooms in response to 
a question from Commissioner 
Kathy Spence. Lunch times will 
also be separate for these two 
age groups, as well as arrival 
and departure locations for drop-
off and pick-up. Hoffman said 
the school expects seven new 
sixth-grade students for the next 
academic year and will add sev-
enth- and eighth-grade classes in 
subsequent years “growing from 
bottom up” as before. 

Hoffman and Polly Good-
win of the Diocese of Colorado 
Springs stated that there are no 
plans for grades 9-12 at this 
location. Goodwin added that 
any new high school would be a 
regional high school at a differ-
ent location to service a wider 
geographical area. 

Father Don Brownstein said 
he took over this parish on July 1. 
This is the third church school he 
has been in charge of. 

Several parents spoke in 
favor of the values and morals 
that are taught as part of the St. 
Peter curriculum and how happy 
they are to have a choice in the 
local community. The additional 
cost for sending their children 
to school will prevent rapid un-

planned growth. 
Benny Saucreda, an adja-

cent homeowner on First Street, 
asked for help in preventing 
erosion due to tire tracks that 
occur from church vehicle traf-
fi c during rain and snow storms. 
Griffi th asked Saucreda for 
his phone number to provide a 
more detailed answer regarding 
short- and long-term stormwater 
drainage plans for this part of 
downtown Monument. She noted 
that there is no change in planned 
school traffi c, only in the number 
of grades. Hoffman added that 
drop-off and pick-up occur on 
church property. Father Brown-
stein offered to check with the 
church’s maintenance staff on 
how they plow in the local area. 

The commission unani-
mously approved the site plan 
amendment with a standard con-
dition that any necessary techni-
cal corrections to the proposal 
will be made by the applicant 
and approved by the staff.

Assistant planner 
departing

Prior to adjournment at 7:20 p.m., 
Griffi th announced that Assistant 
Planner Natalie Ebaugh would be 
resigning in June so that she and 
her son Parker can move to Cali-
fornia to join Luke Ebaugh, who 

is attending dental school there. 
She started working in the Plan-
ning Department nine years ago, 
transitioning from summer part 
time to full time. Her father, Bob 
Schubert, is the streets foreman 
for the Public Works Department 
and has worked for Monument 
for 12 years. 

Luke Ebaugh worked for 
over fi ve years in Monument’s 
Public Works Department before 
resigning as parks supervisor 
this past summer to start dental 
school at Western University 
of Health Sciences’ College of 
Dental Medicine in Pomona. 
Luke is currently a “geographic 
bachelor” and lives with family 
members in Ontario, Calif. 

Parker Ebaugh was born in 
June 2009 with a rare genetic 

eye condition called aniridia 
(no iris), and as a result of the 
aniridia, he also has glaucoma. 
He has had numerous surgeries 
to help control the glaucoma 
and repair a detached retina, in 
an attempt to save his partial 
vision. Money raised through 
donations to “Cops For Kids” 
at P.O. Box 725, Monument CO 
80132, will be used to help fund 
future surgeries for Parker and 
fund research in the fi eld. For 
more information and to support 
research, see www.visionforto
morrow.org. See www.ocn.me/
v10n2.htm#parker and 
www.ocn.me/v10n7.htm#ebaugh 
for more details. 
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Monument Planning Commission, Jan. 12

St. Peter Catholic Church school 
site plan amendment approved

DRAKE
CONSTRUCTION

P.O. Box 583
Monument, CO 80132

719.481.1751
Cell 719.339.5506

Licensed / insured

Residential Contractor

Sunday Brunch 
E���� S�����, 9:30 �� - 1:30 �� 

A DELICIOUS ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT BUFFET!  
 

Call today for reservations (719) 884-7237; club 
membership is not required for Sunday Brunch. All 
guests will receive a free Member-for-a-Day pass! 

WOODMOOR PINES GCC 
  18945 PEBBLE BEACH WAY

MONUMENT, CO  80132 

www.woodmoorpinesgcc.com 

 

BENET HILL MINISTRIES 

DR. LINDA SEGER 
SPIRITUAL STEPS ON THE ROAD TO SUCCESS: 

GAINING YOUR GOAL WITHOUT
LOSING YOUR SOUL 

How�do�you�handle�life's�issues�and�maintain�
�your�integrity?��Join�Dr.�Seger��
as�she�helps�you�answer�some��

of�these�troubling�and�common�issues��
that�threaten�the�spiritual�life.�

March�1�to�22,�
�Tuesdays,�6:30�to�8:30�

Cost:�$100�
��Register�for�Classes�Now�

registrations@benehillmonastery.org�����719�633�0655�x132�
www.benethillmonastery.org��������

Benet Hill Monastery near the Black Forest 

3190 Benet Lane   Colorado Springs, CO 80921 
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By David Futey
On Jan. 14, the Palmer Lake 
Town Council voted 5-1 to amend 
its medical marijuana ordinance 
to allow an increased amount 
of marijuana cultivation at town 
medical marijuana centers. 

The absence of Trustee Joe 
Polonsky was excused.

The council amended Or-
dinance 4-2010 to allow an in-
creased amount of cultivation at 
medical marijuana centers. Origi-
nally, cultivation in a C2 zone was 
limited to 30 plants or 20 percent 
of floor space, whichever was 
less. The proposed change would 
amend the ordinance to reflect the 
on-site cultivation specifications 
allowed for in Colorado House 
Bill (HB) 1284, which is now state 
law. In Palmer Lake, the current 
ordinance also allows cultivation 
in M1 zones, and that would not 
change. HB 1284 requires that 
centers grow a minimum of 70 
percent of their product on-site or 
at another location. 

Trustee Bryan Jack spoke 
about the initial recommendation 
from the Planning Commission, 
which said cultivation should 

occur in the M1 zone and dispen-
saries should be located in the C2 
zone. Jack said, “By and large, 
the ordinance followed the Plan-
ning Commission’s recommenda-
tions.” Jack said he could not sup-
port this ordinance change now 
but might in the future. He said 
he believes, after talking with 
residents and neighbors in the 
area of the businesses, as well as 
reviewing HB 1284 and the ordi-
nance, that it is too soon to adopt 
a change because not enough 
information about the situation 
has been collected. Jack also said 
“there were isolated incidents” at 
the centers. 

Citizen comments 
precede council vote

Before voting on the ordinance 
change, the council listened to 
input from medical marijuana 
business owners and Palmer 
Lake citizens. The following is 
a summary of the public hearing 
comments. 

Steve Fetterley of Palmer 
Lake Wellness Center initially 
responded to Jack’s statements. 
He said several residents in the 
area of his business are his pa-

tients. Fetterley also confirmed 
that the center did experience a 
break-in but the existing security 
is significant. 

Regarding cultivation, Fet-
terley said he liked the safety 
of having everything self-con-
tained, meaning not transporting 
the product from one location 
to another. He emphasized that 
the biggest risk is in the trans-
portation from cultivation site to 
dispensary. He would like to do 
everything on-site as it is a safety 
issue for him. In the present situa-
tion, he has to contact authorities 
with his route information, time 
frame of the transport, and quan-
tity of product being transported. 
Fetterley said this is a bigger risk 
than growing within one facility. 
He concluded by saying he would 
continue to operate by state law, 
growing 70 percent of his compa-
ny’s own product, and within the 
town ordinance. 

At different times in the 
discussion Trustees Dennis Stern 
and Nikki McDonald, along with 
Mayor John Cressman, brought 
up the risk involved with the 
transportation and the risk to citi-
zens and neighbors of the facility 
who could be involved should an 
incident occur during transport. 

Palmer Lake resident Sue 
Coons said she lives next door to 
the dispensary. She suggested that 
the council “does not look at it as 
a huge risk for us who live around 
the facility.” Coons said 10 homes 
and 12 businesses “touch that 
property and the law does not 
state the 70 percent cultivation 
has to be on-site.” She asked the 
council to “please restrict the 
cultivation in the light industrial 
areas to 20 percent.” 

Joe Pernarelli of the Well-
ness Center said there is a limit 
of growing 2,000 plants in HB 
1284 and that you would need 
a 20,000-square-foot facility to 
grow that number of plants. Per-
narelli talked about the security at 
the dispensary and said the break-
in suspect was caught within 72 
hours. He also stated that the 
suspect had been involved in 
other break-ins in the community. 
He also said the number of plants 
would not change the environ-
ment in the building and that they 
just want to grow enough to take 
care of their patients in Palmer 
Lake and the outlying area. Per-
narelli also said the tax revenues 
from the utilities being used 
along with sales tax have helped 
the town. 

Jack said he thought the 
original ordinance struck a bal-
ance and that the town had not 
eliminated the possibility to ex-
pand, perhaps not at the C2 zone 
but at another location. Jack said 
he “would allow this industry to 
thrive under 1284.” But then he 
stated that “We have a mechanism 
to dispense and cultivate and I be-
lieve we have struck a balance.” 

Palmer Lake Town Council, Jan. 14

Council amends medical 
marijuana ordinance

Support Our Community.
Shop Tri-Lakes!
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Following Jack’s comments, Planning Commissioner 
Jenn Martin, who was in audience, asked the council to 
table the vote. Martin said she was “curious to see if there 
is an increase in crime” at the dispensaries. She went on 
to state that “there is no reason for us to conform to this 
decision. We do not want to bring any more bad people to 
town and I would like council to table it.”

Steve Fetterley stated, “We are limited to how much 
product we have on-site based on our patient count. 
Whether our grow is on-site or another location, we will 
always have the same amount of product at the dispen-
sary. The grow itself is not a target due to the 10-day 
window when it is matured.” 

Palmer Lake Glen resident Jim Evans said, “I am pro 
business, and pro freedom, and want to see them remain 
for jobs.” 

Greg Easton said, “Commercial Lane was a ghost 
town. However, since the wellness center arrived, we 
have had new tenants and been able to make maintenance 
repairs.” He further stated that he “wants to have a viable 
business and keep the tenant in the building.”

Cressman recommended voting on the ordinance. 
Stern made a motion to approve Ordinance 1-2011. Trust-
ees McDonald, Stern, Max Stafford, and Gary Coleman 
voted for the ordinance amendment. Jack voted against 
it. 

Business license approved
The council unanimously approved the new business 
license for Tri-Lakes Collision, which is located at 707 
County Line Rd. and operated by William Ellison.

Committee reports
Cressman attended the Pikes Peak Area Council of 
Governments meeting. He said a roundtable discussion 
occurred regarding medical marijuana, related zoning, 
and moratoriums. Cressman said the town operations 
are proceeding after the loss of Della Gray, “perhaps not 
emotionally but in a practical sense.” Cressman compli-
mented Deputy Town Clerk Tara Berreth for stepping in 
to assist with town office operations. 

Parks, Recreation, and Economic Development 
Trustee Coleman said he had a good turnout for his Polar 
Express fundraiser for the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department. Fire Chief Shana Ball thanked Coleman for 
his effort. 

Related to parks, Jack said the Trails and Open Space 
Coalition is interested in approaching the county to put a 
sales tax initiative of 0.3 percent for trail maintenance on 
the ballot. Jack said the big recipients would be the county 
and Colorado Springs but smaller municipalities would 
“get something.” Coalition leaders requested an opportu-
nity to speak at an upcoming council meeting, and Jack 
indicated that the council would be receptive. 

Jack reported that the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department (PLVFD) responded to 326 calls during 2010. 
Department volunteers logged 16,094 hours. During De-

cember, the PLVFD participated in the Yule Log Hunt 
and Santa on Patrol. Department members are perform-
ing nightly shifts during the week from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 
a.m., with 24-hour Saturday shifts. Shift leaders are Abby 
Vierling, Jeremiah Carpenter, and Steven Lodwig. 

Police Trustee McDonald reported that the Palmer 
Lake Police Department responded to 156 calls for ser-
vice and self-initiated activities during the year. 

Water Trustee Stafford said the bid meeting for the 
Surface Water Treatment Plant occurred Dec. 23, and the 
bid process closed Jan 13. Stafford attended the meetings 
of the Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority (PPRWA) and 
El Paso County Water Authority. The two water authori-
ties are merging, with PPRWA as the name of the merged 
entity. 

Stafford said Palmer Lake is one of 17 members of 
this newly formed authority. Previously the town paid 
membership dues of $6,000 to the El Paso County Water 
Authority and $4,000 to PPRWA, and is paying for the 
transit loss model, which measures how much water from 
the town’s water system reaches the Palmer Lake Sanita-
tion District sanitary sewer system. Stafford produced an 
establishing contract for the newly formed water author-
ity and said the annual cost of town membership for the 
newly formed authority would be $5,000. The council 
unanimously approved the new membership contract. 

Stafford also said the sunset date for building the 
required emergency fund within the town’s water en-
terprise was Dec 31, 2010. Thus, town water bills should 
be reduced by $6.54 per month in January. Building the 
emergency fund was required by the Colorado Water Re-
sources and Power Development Authority as a condition 
for the authority’s low-interest loan for expansion of the 
town’s water treatment plant.

Roads Trustee Stern said the Highway User Tax Fund 
survey had been completed. The fund provides $80,000 
to the town budget. Stern also noted that the Safe Routes 
to School project began in July and was completed and 
inspected by the Colorado Department of Transportation 
in September. 

Water ordinance amended 
The council unanimously approved an amendment to 
Ordinance 2-2011 amending the water ordinance requir-
ing all buildings to pay the minimum monthly service 
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fee, whether buildings are connected to 
the town water service or not, so long as 
water service is available for use to the 
property. 

Street request approved
By unanimous decision with one absten-
tion by Stafford, Nick Kapusta of 579 
County Line Rd. was granted a vacation 
for half of Clarence Street. Town Attor-
ney Larry Gaddis said an ordinance is 

required, but the council can approve the 
ordinance later.

Temporary accountant hired
The council unanimously approved the 
temporary hiring of accountant Linda 
Ousnamer. 

The hiring must not exceed 60 days 
for full-time accounting services or 
$5,000, otherwise it would need to go 
out to bid. The maximum rate is $45 per 

hour. 
Jack said the town has identified criti-

cal accounting issues. He said, “We have 
not closed out 2010 and are pretty much 
two months behind,” with October the last 
full up-to-date month. He also said, “The 
mill levy has been certified and provided 
to the county but the budget has not been 
submitted to the state.” Berreth said she 
would contact the state for an extension 

and determine the circumstances. Ber-
reth thought the budget could be submit-
ted to the state by the end of the month. 

Jack said the Accounting and Au-
diting Committee identified the scope 
of accounting services needed in 2011 
and that within a week a final version of 
requests for proposals (RFP) should be 
available.

Regarding auditing, Jack said they 
need to determine if there is an engage-
ment letter with the current auditing firm 

for 2010. If so, that “will buy us a little 
time.” He added that he does not think the 
RFP for auditing will be as complex. 

Stern is meeting with Gaddis to deter-
mine the RFP for legal services. Berreth 
said Town Water Superintendent Steve 
Orcutt requested that the RFP for engi-
neering be postponed until the water fil-
tration plant is completed. Cressman said 
he would speak with Orcutt on the matter.

Nathan Liljestrand was introduced as 
the new Planning Commission member to 
replace Ken Trombley, who resigned. 

**********
The next regular council meeting 
will be held at 7 p.m. Feb. 10 at Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Information: 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/index.shtml or 
call 481-2953.

David Futey can be reached at 
dfutey@ocn.me.

Support Our 
Community.

Shop Tri-Lakes!
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By Jim Kendrick
On Jan. 11, Bob Orsatti of Frach-
etti Engineering presented to the 
Joint Use Committee the results 
of a study he had completed on 
grant funds that may be available 
for Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility improvements. 

Monument Sanitation Dis-
trict Manager Mike Wicklund 
announced that the state Water 
Quality Control Commission 
rulemaking hearing on tighter 
nutrient standards for treated 
wastewater effluent had been 
delayed from June until March 
2012 at the earliest. 

The Tri-Lakes facility oper-
ates as a separate public utility 
and is jointly owned, in equal 
one-third shares, by Monument 
Sanitation District, Palmer 
Lake Sanitation District, and 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District. The three-member JUC 
acts as the board of the facility 
and consists of one director from 
each of the three owner districts’ 
boards. 

Woodmoor Director Barry 
Town attended as the alternate 
for Director Jim Whitelaw. 
Grant options discussed

Orsatti said Tri-Lakes Facil-
ity Manager Bill Burks was 
interested in obtaining federal, 
state, county, or local funding 
assistance for three categories of 
projects:
• Screen replacement in the 

facility headworks
• Energy efficiency improve-

ments and alternative en-
ergy source development

• Plant security system 
upgrades

A total of 20 sources of grants 
were evaluated for eligibility, 
applicability, management bur-
den, and likelihood of award to 
determine the “ones that really 
made the most sense.” Orsatti 
concluded that seven sources 
were worthy of further pursuit. 

The Colorado Department 

of Public Health and Environ-
ment (CDPHE) provides $10,000 
planning and design grants. 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District would have to apply for 
the JUC since Monument and 
Palmer Lake have already re-
ceived $10,000 grants for recent 
district projects. 

CDPHE also gives four 
annual grants for small system 
training and technical assistance 
for $25,000. 

The state Department of Lo-
cal Affairs gives out energy and 
mineral impact grants that would 
require matching funds from the 
JUC or from other grants. This 
program is currently suspended 
due to state funding problems, 
but may resume in July. 

Matching grants for low-
pressure hydroelectric power 
generation are available up to 
$15,000. Effluent discharged 
from the facility to Monument 
Creek would be used to drive a 
water wheel to produce electric-
ity.

Under a governor’s program, 
energy contractors conduct en-
ergy audits and are reimbursed 
based on facility savings. 

Tri-State Generation is 
offering rebates on industrial 
equipment that lowers electrical 
energy demands. New blowers 
are about 25 percent more ef-
ficient than those originally in-
stalled at the Tri-Lakes facility. 
Rebates would partially offset 
acquisition and installation costs 
and new blowers would have 
lower operating costs. Similar 
savings can result from higher-
efficiency lighting and heating 
ventilation and air conditioning 
equipment. 

The state Water Quality 
Improvement Fund, operated by 
CDPHE, distributes the revenues 
from fines of state entities as 
grants of $10,000 to $15,000 
each. 

The award of Energy Star 

Label status by the EPA due to 
a facility’s energy efficiency im-
proves a facility’s ranking when 
competing for other grant or low-
interest loan program funding. 

Orsatti asked the JUC to 
prioritize these project and fi-
nancing options and recommend 
areas for further investigation. 

Financial report
Burks reported that the unau-
dited final 2010 total expense 
and capital expenditures figure 
for the facility was $580,723. 
The total budgeted expense fig-
ure for 2010 was $694,524, for a 
savings of $113,801, or 16.4 per-
cent. The JUC unanimously ac-
cepted the end-of-year interim 
financial statement from facility 
CPA Nolan Gookin. 

District managers’ 
report

Wicklund reported that the 
Trails End development lift 
station was having freezing 
problems that were generating 
automatic pump alarms from 
the pumps running longer than 
eight minutes. District Manag-
ers Duane Hanson and Jessie 
Shaffer stated that Palmer 
Lake and Woodmoor had quiet 
months. 
Plant manager’s report

Burks reviewed the results of 
monthly testing results for No-
vember. All removal rates were 
well above the required per-
centages. Burks also reported 
the semi-annual test results for 
heavy metals. Only a few heavy 
metals were detectable in the fa-
cility’s influent, and the removal 
rates for these few metals were 
also well above the required 
percentages. 

Burks and Wicklund re-
ported on an experiment they 
had conducted to quantitatively 
analyze the effect of a “stan-
dard dose” of copper sulfate (6 
pounds) on Monument Sanita-
tion District influent readings 

and on the facility’s effluent. 
These readings will be used as a 
reference to analyze high copper 
readings that occur from time 
to time in the wastewater from 
each of the three owner districts 
and will help better identify the 
source of future dumping of 
copper. All three districts have 
banned copper sulfate because 
it is ineffective as a treatment for 

tree roots in service lines as well 
as a likely cause of permit viola-
tions for the Tri-Lakes facility 
and potential fines from the state 
and/or EPA. 

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility Joint Use Committee, Jan. 11

Funding options for improvements discussed
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Colorado Wastewater 
Utility Council 

representative report
Wicklund reported that the Wa-
ter Quality Control Commission 
had approved a request from the 
Colorado Water Resources and 
Power Development Authority to 
delay the nutrients criteria rule-
making hearing that had been 
scheduled for June 13, 2011, until 
March 12, 2012. Jim Kendrick, 
Monument Sanitation District 
Operations, added details from 
this commission meeting and 
the other numerous water qual-
ity meetings he attends monthly 
in Denver and Colorado Springs 
as the representative for the Tri-
Lakes region’s wastewater spe-
cial districts. 

The Water and Power Au-
thority asked for the nutrients 
criteria hearing delay so that it 
could conduct a $400,000 cost-
benefi t study on the usefulness 
of attempting to increase re-
moval of total phosphorus and 

total nitrogen by publicly owned 
treatment works. However, the 
authority subsequently asked the 
Water Quality Control Division 
to supervise the development of 
a request for proposals and then 
supervise the contractor selected 
to perform the study. 

EPA policy calls for drastic 
reductions in the amount of these 
nutrients in discharged effl uent 
from wastewater treatment fa-
cilities. The assumption behind 
this EPA policy is that reductions 
in these nutrients will reduce 
the amount of algal blooms that 
consume dissolved oxygen and 
harm the ecosystems in lakes 
and reservoirs. 

The Water and Power 
Authority wants the study to 
estimate the increases in fed-
eral, state, and local funding that 
might be needed for full imple-
mentation of biological nutrient 
removal over time. It also wants 
an assessment of the priority 
of these kinds of projects over 
other projects that the authority 

is funding in its current intended 
use plan because the authority’s 
funding is limited. This request 
is identical to the Colorado Nu-
trient Coalition’s request made 
fi ve months ago.

Kendrick noted that the 
EPA has no plans, much less any 
authority, to enforce changes in 
the amounts of these nutrients on 
agricultural lands, or from com-
mercial cattle and swine feeding 
lots, that run off into state waters. 
There are no defi nitive studies or 
collections of data that show 
what the components of natural 
runoff, including nutrients, are 
from these and other non-point 
sources throughout Colorado. 

The cost for installing ad-
ditional treatment equipment 
at nearly every wastewater 
treatment facility in the state 
would likely double the capital 
investment and annual operating 
expenses of each at a minimum. 
At most, the amount of nutrients 
added to individual stream seg-
ments, reservoirs, and lakes is 20 
percent, with most contributions 
being about 10 percent or less. 

Kendrick and Wicklund 
noted that no operator or board 
member in the wastewater treat-
ment industry wants to create 
or add to a pollution problem. 
Neither do professional opera-
tors or their board members want 
to invest amounts of new capital 
that are two to 10 times the pres-
ent worth of existing treatment 

facilities for expansions that 
have little likelihood of making 
a measurable, much less substan-
tially signifi cant improvement in 
water quality. Under current EPA 
guidelines, residential sewer fees 
in this region would have to rise 
above $80 per month before EPA 
would start to consider appeals 
for regulatory relief from local 
wastewater districts. As with 
many growing government pro-
grams, there is no federal or state 
funding available to pay for these 
proposed mandated expansions. 

Kendrick noted that the 
Colorado Nutrient Coalition 
and Colorado Wastewater Util-
ity Council will continue to 
demand a scientifi c peer review 
of the tighter nutrient standards 
proposed by EPA and the Water 
Quality Control Division before 
making any fi rm plans for oppos-
ing unfunded mandates to add 
capital equipment and staff at 
treatment facilities for additional 
nutrient removal. Existing EPA 
regulations require this peer re-
view and several state health de-
partments have defeated similar 
EPA mandates in court because 
the EPA had not followed its own 
“sound science” regulations. The 
Colorado Municipal League has 
become active in this nutrient 
removal issue and is also protest-
ing the very high costs that may 
be imposed.

Kendrick stated that the 
Colorado Nutrient Coalition is 

continuing to advocate a control 
regulation approach as a technol-
ogy-based interim solution that 
will lead to about 80 percent of 
the nutrient removal currently 
being demanded by the EPA at 
only 2-10 percent of the total cost 
necessary to meet the EPA stan-
dard. Kendrick said this interim 
solution offers each treatment 
facility far more fl exibility in tai-
loring a site-specifi c solution that 
is designed for local topography, 
weather, geology, and types of 
aquatic life. The Water Qual-
ity Control Commissioners were 
quite receptive to development 
of a cost-benefi t methodology 
rather than the single numerical 
statewide standards advocated 
by the Standards Unit of the 
Water Quality Control Division’s 
Watershed Program. (See http:
//www.cdphe.state.co.us/wq/
AboutDivision/OrgChart.pdf)

The Colorado Nutrient 
Coalition is also continuing to 
participate in lobbying of the 
state Legislature in partnership 
with the Colorado Water Con-
gress to make elected representa-
tives aware of what it considers 
arbitrary changes and deadlines 
being demanded by the EPA 
and the division’s Standards 
Unit despite the lack of data and 
science regarding the relation-
ship between proposed tighter 
discharge permit standards and 
lake/reservoir ecosystem health. 

Kendrick reported that Rich 
Muzzy of the Pikes Peak 
Area Council of Govern-
ments (PPACG) received 
fi nal approval from the Water 
Quality Control Commission 
on Jan. 10 for the update of 
this region’s 208 Plan for 
water quality management. 
The plan was forwarded to 
the governor’s offi ce for fi nal 
approval and signature. 

Under this revised 208 
Plan, PPACG identifi es water 
quality issues and recom-
mends future policies and 
technical strategies for all 
fi ve of the watersheds and 
two drainage basins in the 
Pikes Peak region. The plan 
provides specifi c guidance 
on water quality goals and 
the associated social, eco-
nomic, and environmental 
costs and benefi ts. PPACG 
also coordinates the review 
of site applications for the 
development of new waste-
water treatment facilities, lift 
stations, and interceptors as 
well as modifi cations of ex-
isting wastewater treatment 
plants. 

The 208 Plan was de-
veloped by PPACG with 
the assistance of PPACG’s 
Water Quality Management 
Committee (WQMC). The 
WQMC consists of represen-
tatives of special districts and 
local military installations 
who are involved with water 
quality management, along 
with local governments in 
El Paso, Teller and Park 
Counties. Through monthly 
meetings, members reviewed 
and made recommendations 
regarding information to be 

Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church exists to worship 
God and go ever deeper 
with Him, fervently love 
one another, and take 
Living Water to the 
world. 

Sunday Worship Service Times:
8:30 am: Traditional Worship Service 
9:30 am: Fellowship Time 
10:00 am : Teaching & Community Time (aka Sunday School) 
10:45 am: More Contemporary Worship Service 

Women�s Bible Study - Beth Moore�s Daniel
A study of the book of Daniel. Meets at HTAC. 
Tuesday evenings 6:30 pm. Friday mornings 9:30 am (childcare 
provided). For more information, contact Betty Hightower at 
sandbhightower@msn.com. 

Dave Ramsey Financial Seminar begins Feb. 24 
5:30 to 7:30 pm. Seminar will be held at HTAC. For more 
information, contact Ralph at browningralph@comcast.net or 
Michael at 5kcoach@gmail.com.

13990 Gleneagle Drive 

(719) 964-1838 
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanChurch.org 
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Two Directors will be elected to Mountain View Electric 
Association’s (MVEA) Board of Directors this year from the 
following districts:
District 2: Simla, Matheson and a portion of the

     surrounding areas. (incumbent Rick Gordon)
District 7: Monument, Woodmoor and a portion of the 

      surrounding areas.
      (incumbent Donna Andersen-Van Ness)

Nominating Committee:
District 2   District 7
Allan Moore   Edward McGuire
13217 County Road 141 4810 Abo Lane
Simla, CO 80835  Monument, CO 80132
719-541-2180   719-481-9377

The procedures for Director Elections & Member Voting is 
available on MVEA’s website at www.mvea.coop. 
   If you are interested in being a candidate, please contact 
a member of the nominating committee. A candidate must 
be an MVEA member and reside in the district where there is 
a vacancy. Before applying, please contact either MVEA of-
�������������������������������������������������������������
   A member may also petition for nomination. Petitions and 
�����������������������������������������������������������
Woodmen Rd, Falcon or online at www.mvea.coop. Petitions 
must be signed by 15 members of MVEA and returned to 
��������������������������������������������������������
   A Candidate Questionnaire must  be completed for either 
the verbal nomination or the petition. This application can 
be found on MVEA’s website or you may pick one up at ei-
�����������������������������������������������������������
of the nominating committee. Candidate Questionnaire must 
�����������������������������������������������������������
by 5:30 p.m., Thursday, April 21, 2011 for the committee’s 
consideration.
   If you are petitioning for nomination, the Candidate Ques-
tionnaire must be submitted with your petition no later than 
5:30 p.m., Monday, April 25, 2011.

������������
719-495-2283

www.mvea.coop
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incorporated into the 208 Plan. The last 
208 Plan revision was completed in 2003. 

Kendrick reported that the Denver 
Regional Council of Governments for-
mally withdrew from participation in 
all aspects of water quality management 

and planning at the Jan. 10 Water Quality 
Control Commission meeting. 

Wicklund asked the representatives 
of the Palmer Lakes and Woodmoor dis-
tricts to request that their boards contrib-
ute to the cost of Kendrick’s attendance at 

Denver meetings. 
The meeting adjourned at 11:58 a.m.

**********
The next meeting will be held at 10 a.m. 
on Feb. 8 at the Tri-Lakes facility lab 
building, 16510 Mitchell Ave. Meetings 

are normally held on the second Tuesday 
of the month. Information: 481-4053.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Jan. 25

District nears agreement with those opposing 
use of Willow Creek Ranch water

Happy Valentine�s Day! 
Show your love...for your skin! 
Join us for a Skin-Care Party! 
February 10, 4-7 pm

� Appetizers & Drinks 

� FREE Mini-Facials 

� Prize Drawings Every 30 Minutes 

� The JAN MARINI SKIN RESEARCH awarded 
the 2009 Nobel Prize for telomeras research

� Purchase the Jan Marini Skin 
Management System and Receive a 
FREE $90 Mask! (limited quantities available)

Please RSVP: (719) 488-9449 
615 Beacon Lite Road, Monument

The Blue Sage Merchant 
251 Front St #11-B, Historic Monument, 488-1822 

Mon � Fri 10:00 � 5:00 Sat 9:00 � 3:30 or by Appointment 
http://showcase.inkfrog.com/thebluesagemerchant

13,000+ Positive Feedbacks 

We sell for YOU on the 
WORLD�S LARGEST auction site!

FREE eBay research! FREE professional photographs! 
EXPERIENCE you can count on! 

We do it all! Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 5 years!

By John Heiser
At the monthly meeting of the Donala Wa-
ter and Sanitation District Board of Direc-
tors Jan. 25, the board received a progress 
report from Rick Fendel, the district’s wa-
ter attorney, on the negotiations with those 
who oppose the district’s proposed change 
from irrigation to municipal use for water 
from Willow Creek Ranch.

In November 2008, Donala complet-
ed the purchase of the ranch near Lead-
ville and has been reducing irrigation on 
the ranch and seeking conversion of the 
excess irrigation water, which flows to the 
Arkansas River, for use by the district. If 
the water court approves the conversion, 
this source would cover about 20 percent 
of Donala’s current demand.

Donala General Manager Dana Duth-
ie said they hope to reach agreement with 
all the opposing parties prior to the Mar. 
8 scheduled water court date. Currently, 
Duthie is anticipating that the district will 
obtain rights to about 285 acre-feet per 
year. An acre-foot is 326,851 gallons. If 
that is the final figure approved by the wa-
ter court then, under the terms of the ranch 
purchase agreement, the district will be 
obligated to pay Ronald Strich, the former 

owner of the ranch, about $415,000.
One of the more difficult parts of the 

negotiation has been with the Southeast-
ern Colorado Water Conservancy District. 
Duthie said the conditions in that agree-
ment may push Donala to join the South-
eastern district.
Water reclamation study status 

presented to the district’s 
citizens advisory committee

Duthie reported that on Jan. 20, the dis-
trict presented to the district’s citizens 
advisory committee (CAC) an update on 
the year-long $220,000 Donala Expanded 
Water Supply Study (DEWSS). Each year, 
hundreds of millions of gallons are being 
discharged into Monument Creek by the 
wastewater treatment plant. The project 
is considering ways that water could be 
captured, extensively treated, and mixed 
in with the district’s water supply.

Part of the presentation to the CAC 
was about Aurora’s Prairie Waters, which 
is a large water reclamation project that is 
scheduled for completion by 2012. It will 
reportedly increase that city’s water sup-
ply by roughly 3.3 billion gallons annu-
ally. There is information on that project 
at www.prairiewaters.org. 

The DEWSS study team includes 
Roger Sams from GMS, Katie Fendel 
and David Takeda from Leonard Rice 
Engineers, and Floyd Ciruli from Ciruli 
Associates, a polling and public relations 
firm. 

In a memo to the Donala board, 
Sams reported that the state Water Qual-
ity Control Division rejected the district’s 
grant request that would have covered 
part of the cost of the study; however, 
he noted that some funding for the study 
and possible implementation could come 
from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
(USBR). The board unanimously ap-
proved a resolution to pursue the USBR 

grant funding.
The DEWSS schedule calls for pre-

liminary findings to be published in July 
2011 and the final report to be published 

in September 2011. Preliminary design 
would be completed in November 2011. 
Community meetings to discuss the proj-

ect are planned for May and September 
2011. 

Above (L to R): Donala President Tim 
Murphy congratulates Thom Waite on 
being named employee of the quarter. 
Photo by John Heiser.
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By Jim Kendrick
On Jan. 20, District Manager 
Mike Wicklund advised the 
Monument Sanitation District 
Board that the state audit team 
from the Water Quality Control 
Division of the Colorado De-
partment of Public Health and 
Environment had conducted its 

fi nal audit of the second phase 
of the district’s installation of 
a new collection system in the 
Wakonda Hills development. 
As with previous American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) audits, no discrepancies 
were found in the district’s man-
agement of the project. 

The bulk of the Wakonda 
Hills collection line project was 
fi nanced by a forgivable $2 mil-
lion ARRA “stimulus” loan. The 
Water Quality Control Division 
administered the EPA’s ARRA 
program in Colorado. Wicklund 
noted that an EPA inspector 
general team may conduct its 

own audit of the use of 
ARRA funds by the dis-
trict at some point, but 
no inspection has been 
announced to date. 

All Wakonda Hills 
construction by con-
tractor Brannan Con-
struction Co. and its 
subcontractors has been 
completed with the ex-
ception of some reseed-
ing landscaping that will 
not be completed until 
after the spring thaw. 

Wicklund also 
noted that all construc-
tion by T. Lowell Con-
struction Co. at the two 
new Wakonda Hills lift 
stations has also been 
completed. These lift 
stations were fi nanced 
from the district’s capital 
reserves because formal 
state approval could not 
be completed before the 
ARRA project submis-

sion deadline for “shovel ready” 
projects. Some trees remain to be 
installed near the lift stations in 
the spring. New rails to raise and 
lower the pumps in each wet well 
were installed as planned after 
this meeting. 

Wicklund reported that the 
district had received a tap fee in 
December for the additional fi x-
ture units that Serranos Coffee 
Co. is installing in its new loca-
tion in the bank building next to 
Vitamin Cottage. 

Total disbursements for the 
period Dec. 17 through Jan. 20 
were $259,522. Total cash as-
sets were $196,111. Some of the 
larger payments Wicklund noted 
were:
• $22,845 of ARRA funding 

to Brannon Construction 
Co. for the fi nal Wakonda 
Hills construction payment

• $5,181 of ARRA funding to 
GMS Inc. for engineering 
services

• $12,162 of district funding 
to GMS Inc. for engineering 
services

• $149,419 of district funding 
to T. Lowell Construction 
Inc. for construction of the 
Wakonda Hills lift stations

• $14,925 to the Tri-Lakes 
Wastewater Treatment 
Facility—about $6,000 

higher than normal due to 
the district’s share of the 
facility’s annual liability 
insurance payment

• $7,985 to CO Special District 
Property and Liability Pool 
for 2011 liability insurance

• $1,792 to CO Special District 
Worker Compensation for 
2011 insurance 

Wicklund added that the total 
cost of the ARRA project ran 
a little more than $1,000 above 
the $2 million ARRA forgivable 
loan. The district had set aside 
only a 5 percent contingency 
instead of the more typical 10 
percent. The $1,000 overrun was 
caused by longer than expected 
winter weather delays, which 
required more on-site construc-
tion monitoring than planned 
by GMS. This monitoring was 
a condition imposed by the EPA 
for the ARRA loan. 

Wicklund and Jim Kend-
rick, Operations, summarized 
the discussions at the Joint Use 
Committee meeting. See the 
JUC article on page 19 for details 
of this meeting. 

Kendrick reported on new 
developments since Jan. 11. Two 
Water Quality Control Division 
program directors, Dave Akers 
(Water Pollution Control) and 
Dick Parachini (Watersheds), 
will draft the request for pro-
posals for a $400,000 cost-ben-
efi t study to be paid for by the 
Colorado Water Resources and 
Power Development Authority 
prior to setting new tighter dis-
charge permit standards for total 
phosphorus and total nitrogen 
in wastewater treatment facility 
effl uent. 

Kendrick reported that the 
cost to Centennial Water and 
Sanitation District last month 
for a 2010 engineering design 
alternatives study was about 
$60,000. The proposed cost from 
Carollo Engineering for adding 
new capital equipment to treat 
wastewater in Highlands Ranch 
to be able to meet discharge per-
mit limits of 1 part per million 
for total phosphorus and 10 parts 
per million for total nitrogen was 
$60 million. 

Wicklund noted that he had 
asked environmental attorney 
Tad Foster to research Gov. John 
Hickenlooper’s executive order 
prohibiting unfunded mandates 
for state government entities like 

Arapahoe aquifer 
injection 

test underway
Duthie reported that initial 
pumping of water at 250 gal-
lons per minute into one of the 
district’s Arapahoe aquifer wells 
produced a rise in the level of 
water in the well of up to 300 
feet. No signifi cant rise was 
measured in the neighboring 
Arapahoe aquifer wells; how-
ever, some rise was measured in 
one of the nearby Denver aquifer 
wells. The plan is to increase the 

pumping rate to 400 gallons per 
minute for about a month and 
monitor the results. The inten-
tion of the tests is to determine 
the practicality of pumping wa-
ter into the Arapahoe aquifer for 
recovery later during periods of 
higher demand.

Other matters
• Thom Waite was named the 

employee of the quarter for 
the fourth quarter of 2010 
for his work in maintaining 
the wastewater treatment 
plant. Waite has worked for 

the district since January 
1995. 

• During the three months 
from Oct. 1 through Dec. 31, 
the district’s $3.77 million 
in investments managed 
by Davidson Fixed Income 
Management showed a yield 
of 0.39 percent, achieving a 
goal of beating the Colotrust 
Plus fund, which yielded 
0.09 percent during the 
same period. The weighted 
average maturity of the 
district’s investments is 7.6 

months. 
• Duthie reported on the 

meetings of the El Paso 
County Water Authority. An 
EPCWA article is planned 
for the March issue of OCN.

• The district will be holding 
a Landscape Expo on Feb. 
26, 1-3 p.m. at Antelope 
Trails Elementary School. 
There will be presentations 
on xeriscape, effi cient 
irrigation, and lawn care. 
There will be a variety of 
displays and door prizes.

Following the public meeting, 
the board went into executive 
session to discuss personnel and 
negotiation issues.

**********
The Donala board will hold its 
next regular meeting on Feb. 17 
at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala offi ce, 
15850 Holbein Drive. Meetings 
are normally held on the third 
Thursday of each month. 

The district’s website is at 
www.donalawater.org.
John Heiser can be reached at 

johnheiser@ocn.me.

Monument Sanitation District, Jan. 20

Final state audit completed for Wakonda Hills project
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By Susan Hindman
The Academy Water and Sanitation District board took 
another step in addressing upcoming compliance issues 
involving its wastewater system by approving documents 
that give GMS Engineering the go-ahead to do an engi-
neering study. 

Both of the documents, presented at the Feb. 2 
meeting, relate to GMS “trying to come up with some 
thoughts about what the future might look like, what are 
some alternatives, moving forward, for what we think are 
going to be increased treatment requirements for waste-
water utilities discharging to streams,” said Roger Sams 
of GMS. The study would result in a report that could be 
used to support future funding requests.

The amount of ammonia allowed in the treated efflu-
ent that leaves the district’s lagoons and enters the creek 
will change at the end of 2012, and there is “no way” 
the current lagoon system will be able to meet the new 
state-mandated criteria, said Anthony Pastorello, district 
operator. Sams said he is “not very optimistic” that the 
state will renew the district’s Waste Water Treatment Fa-
cility discharge permit this year, so the district will need 
to work with the state toward a solution. 

Other nutrient regulations, covering phosphorus, 
nitrogen, and chlorophyll, to be imposed by the Colorado 
Water Quality Control Division will follow sometime in 
the near future and could be equally unattainable by the 
current lagoon system. (For more information on nutrient 
regulations, see the Joint Use Committee article on page 
19.)

Sams says there are three alternatives, which were 
presented last year: to build a new treatment facility 
(which would cost several million dollars), to connect 
with Colorado Springs Utilities’ lines, or to connect with 
Donala Water and Sanitation District’s lines. 

One of the documents was an application for preloan 
assistance from the state, which would fund engineering 
services (and are contingent upon the approval of the dis-
trict’s lawyer, who was not present). Sams said he thought 

the likelihood of getting funding was good. The other 
document signed was a professional services agreement 
with GMS to do the study, which would cost $24,500.

Analyzing the money flow
Treasurer Walter Reiss did an analysis of water pro-
duction cost versus revenue. Water costs an average of 
$12,959 a month to produce, while the district takes in 
$10,264 in water rate charges, so there is a shortfall of al-
most $2,700. However, $6,000 a month comes in from the 
water service fee (most of which is set aside for repair and 
maintenance), “so we’re covered from that standpoint.” 

Broken down further, it costs $7.74 to produce 1,000 
gallons of usable water, but the district receives an aver-
age of $7 per 1,000 gallons, “so it costs us 74 cents more, 
per 1,000 gallons, than we’re receiving,” Reiss said. Resi-
dents are using a little less than 5,000 gallons per month, 
he said, adding that if residents used 6,000 gallons, the 
district would break even. Bottom line is, he said, “We’re 
close to the right water rates and service charges.” 

While the water and sewer side split most costs 50-
50, the sewer side has higher electrical and gas costs and 
incurs all the engineering expenses. 

Reiss reported a total revenue increase of around 
$11,000 at the end of December 2010. But Director James 
Weilbrenner commented that once the monies are appor-
tioned to where they are needed, “We’re not making any 
money” and “not setting anything aside for the future,” 
other than for short-term and required improvements. 
That includes saving for a new treatment facility. To do 
that, said board President Richard DuPont, the district 
would have to go to the community for a vote to increase 
rates.

Protecting the water supply
Weilbrenner gave an update on the Source Water Protec-
tion Plan—a program for public water systems that looks 
at the land use surrounding the water supply and the 
potential problems that could cause contamination. He 
has been working to finalize the plan and said his goal 
is to give the steering committee a draft of the plan at its 

next meeting (Feb. 24), so they can discuss it. Eventually, 
public meetings will be held to introduce and discuss the 
plan.

To join or not?
Weilbrenner asked Sams for his opinion about spend-
ing $1,300 to join the El Paso County Water Authority. 
Sams said that because Academy’s water supply comes 
from two sources, the Denver Basin and the Smith Creek 
Alluveum, he felt the supply was sufficient enough that 
Academy did not need to join the group, which is work-
ing to secure more water supplies. He suggested that the 
district stay in touch with the water authority.

**********
The Academy Water and Sanitation District board usu-
ally meets at 7 p.m. the first Wednesday of every month 
at the fire station on Sun Hills Drive. The next meeting is 
March 3.

Susan Hindman can be reached at 
susanhindman@ocn.me

By Harriet Halbig
At its Jan. 26 meeting, the Woodmoor Improvement Asso-
ciation (WIA) Board of Directors approved the purchase 
of a new Jeep Liberty for the use of Woodmoor Public 
Safety (WPS). WPS Chief Kevin Nielsen reported that 
WPS’s 2006 Jeep posted on Craigslist is still for sale and 
he obtained a bid at fleet rates for a new vehicle. He said 
that the cost of equipping the new vehicle with a tow pack-
age, light bar and communications equipment and adding 
WPS decals will still bring its cost to $19,089, far less than 
the suggested retail price of $26,200. 

The annual membership meeting of WIA was sched-

uled for Jan. 31 at Lewis Palmer Elementary School. 
Vice President Jim Hale reported that the League of 

Women Voters has received many ballots for the WIA 
board election at the association’s post office box. After 
initially declining to serve in this capacity, the League 
assigned an alternate individual to lead the effort to as-
sist in counting and verifying the ballots. President Chuck 
Maher stressed that the number of ballots must be equal 
to a quorum for the election to be valid. Hale said that he 
will ask the League of Women Voters to keep a count of 
ballots received.

The board discussed the agenda of the membership 

special districts to determine if the state would be re-
quired to pay for new capital equipment construction and 
operation for nutrient removal if the state’s Water Quality 
Control Division tightens nutrient standards. This execu-
tive order does not affect federal unfunded mandates. 

Kendrick noted that Akers had reported at the Water 
Quality Forum on Jan. 18 that the permits section of the 
Water Quality Control Division will most likely continue 
to fall further and further behind on the number of over-
due discharge permit renewals. Currently five-year dis-
charge permit renewals are three years overdue. With the 

additional workload of establishing new nutrient limits, 
Andrew Neuhart of the Assessment-Based Permitting 
Unit said he expects that over the next three years, permit 
renewals will likely fall five years behind. 

Wicklund reported that the Upper Monument Water 
Quality Management Association had again donated 
$900 to help pay for Kendrick’s representation in Denver 
and that he expected contributions again from Palmer 
Lake Sanitation District and Woodmoor Water and Sani-
tation District. 

The board unanimously approved every 2011 letter 

of engagement for the district’s various consultants. All 
these new letters of engagement renewed existing rela-
tionships

The meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.
**********

The next meeting is at 7 p.m. on Feb. 17 at the district 
conference room, 130 Second St. Meetings are normally 
held on the third Thursday of the month. Information: 
481-4886.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, Jan. 26

Board approves vehicle purchase, 
plans annual membership meeting HayCo L.L.C.
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Academy Water and Sanitation District, Feb. 2

Board approves engineering study on wastewater options
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By Bill Kappel
January started off a little cooler than normal, with typi-
cally dry conditions. Several strong cold fronts brought 
brief periods of very cold air to the region, interspersed 
with numerous sunny, quiet days. 
Temperatures started well below zero on the first day of 
the year, with morning lows on New Year’s Day in the 
teens below zero. Temperatures did manage to warm to 
above freezing late on the 2nd and continued in the mid-

30s through the 4th. Sunny skies and dry weather also 
greeted the region for the first week of the month. 

After a frigid start to the month, seasonal to above 
normal conditions moved back in during the first full 
week of the month, as highs jumped into the 40s from the 
5th through the 7th, even touching 50° F on the 8th. How-
ever, just as the temperatures peaked on the 8th, very cold 
air was getting ready to move back in. The high tempera-
ture on the 9th was reached at midnight as temperatures 
steadily fell throughout the day. Light snow developed as 

well and continued off and on through the evening. Most 
areas received 2-4 inches of new snow, normally not a 
big deal but compared to this winter’s lackluster snow 
amounts, it was nice to get enough to measure. 

Another shot of very cold air started off the week of 
the 10th as highs struggled to reach the single digits above 
zero on Monday after starting in the teens and single dig-
its below zero. Some fresh snow on the ground helped 
to enhance the cold air as well. A slow warming trend 
moved in over the next couple of days, as high tempera-
tures climbed to the upper teens and low 20s on the 11th 
after again starting well below zero. 

High temperatures finally pushed above freezing on 
the 12th as the Arctic air mass slid off to the east and away 
from the Palmer Divide. The remainder of the week was 
dry, with seasonal conditions, as afternoon highs jumped 
back to the 40s. 

Temperatures stayed close to seasonal levels during 
the week of the 17th, with a brief intrusion of Arctic air 
dropping temperatures briefly below zero on the 20th. 
The warmest day of the week was Monday the 17th, when 

meeting, including information on the revision of govern-
ing documents for the association. This is an ongoing 
process, and varying percentages of the membership 
must approve changes in such documents as the bylaws, 
articles of incorporation, rules and regulations, and cov-
enants. Voting is done separately from the board election. 
Maher said that he plans to make the approval process 
simple by allowing members to vote over 60 days or so.

Election of three members of the board will also take 
place around the annual meeting. Candidates will be al-
lowed to make a statement at the meeting and residents 
who have not voted by mail may vote at the meeting. The 
ballots will be counted the following day, on Feb. 1, and 
the board will hold a reorganization meeting on the eve-
ning of Feb. 2 to determine the duties of each member of 
the new board.

At its December meeting, the board voted to continue 
the membership of all previous committees into 2011.

There was light activity in the Architectural Control 
and Covenants areas.

Forestry Liaison Carolyn Streit-Carey reported that 
two chipping days will be held in 2011 and that there will 
be a Firewise Community Day on May 7 from 10 a.m. to 
noon at the fire station on Woodmoor Drive. Representa-
tives of the Fire Department and Sheriff’s Office will of-
fer fire safety and evacuation tips. The event will be pro-
moted on the association’s website and in its newsletters.

Director of Common Areas W. Lee Murray reported 
continued communication from Qwest Communications 
to lay fiber-optic cable under the median of Fairplay from 
Higby Road to Caribou. Qwest is offering $1 per foot 
of access to the association, for a total of about $3,200. 

Qwest declined to send a representative to the meeting.
Maher and the board said that they wished Qwest 

to present its plans at a future meeting of the board. He 
said that members of the association had requested a trail 
through the Fairplay median, but county officials rejected 
the idea because a crosswalk would be required wherever 
the trail crossed a county road, and there is no funding for 
such improvements.

**********
The Board of the Woodmoor Improvement Association 
meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month at the 
Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Drive, Monument. For 
further information, see woodmoor.org or call 488-2693.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25  
off Highway 105 & Knollwood. 

(719) 487-8660

Spice It Up!
Are you ready to update your look? 

I specialize in the latest razored, 
texturized cuts and color trends 

Arlene Nelson

Professional House Cleaning  
Araceli & Lorena 

Reasonable rates - $15.00 average/hour 
We're here to meet your needs 

References available 
(719) 491-0460

araceligalaviz10@yahoo.com 

Owner-Care Horse Space  
For Lease

Private stall, pasture, tack room and inside hay 
storage for multiple horses. Available now. 

North of Monument at I-25 and County Line 
Road. $100 each per month plus electricity in 

winter. Minimum $300.
Call Paul at (719) 964-8771.

Residential & Commercial 

www.trilakestile.com 

FREE ESTIMATES � CALL (719) 243-4817 

    Tri-Lakes Networking Team 
    �TNT Unites Women to Build Relationships, 

        Achieve Success and Improve Our Community� 
  Presents: 

�Networking Success Strategies� 
 Tuesday, February 8th 6:30 pm to 9 pm

        Go to www.meetup.com/trilakesnetworkingteam to register!

Woodmoor Improvement Association Annual Membership Meeting, Jan. 31

New board members to be named
By Harriet Halbig

Woodmoor Improvement Association’s (WIA) Annual 
Membership Meeting was held at the association’s Barn 
on Jan. 31.

Due to proxies received by mail, a quorum was rep-
resented for the election of three members of the Board 
of Directors. Ballots will be counted on Thursday, Feb. 
3, by the League of Women Voters and representatives 
of WIA. A board reorganization meeting will be held 
shortly thereafter to determine the responsibilities of 
each member.

Members of the board reported on activities of 2010 
and goals for 2011. Among these were:
• The association’s spending was 98.8 percent of the 

budget for 2010. Revenues were 105 percent of the 
budget due to receipt of fines and legal fees.

• Woodmoor has the lowest crime rate in unincorporated 
El Paso County according to the Sheriff’s Office, 
with only one burglary in 2010. Vandalism is the 
primary problem, with 87 incidents.

• The new Board of Directors, elected last year, has 
strived to hold as few executive sessions as possible 
and make information openly available via the WIA 
website, Woodmoor.org.

• WIA has upgraded its computer system in the last 
year to make all equipment compatible.

• Signs have been repaired and replaced in the 
common areas, mowing has been improved, and the 
association will address noxious weed control in the 

coming year.
• The Forestry Committee has re-entered membership 

in the Firewise program, receiving $37,500 in grants 
for fire mitigation activities by the association and 
individual residents.

• The Architectural Control Committee considered 
almost 250 projects in 2010.

• The Covenants Committee considered 492 violations 
in 2010.

Board President Chuck Maher presented the Vincent Elo-
rie Award for Outstanding Citizen of Woodmoor to Mag-
gie Nealon for her volunteer participation in the office 
and general contributions to association special events 
and administration. Elorie was a WIA employee in public 
safety from 1978-95.

Maher explained the recent revisions in the governing 
documents of the association and said that the originals 
and revised versions were available on the association’s 
website. Hard copies were also available at the meeting. 
He said that if residents wished to hold meetings to dis-
cuss the changes, he would be willing to do so.

Much of the wording in the documents has not been 
revised since the 1970s, when there were several classes 
of ownership. In addition, some changes require a simple 
majority vote of owners, while others require 75 percent. 
The revisions will make a two-thirds vote required for 
all revisions, in keeping with state law. A committee re-
viewed the documents over the past year and a half and 
the board finalized the changes in the last month.

Maher said that residents will be asked to vote by 
March 31 to approve the documents.

During the comment section of the meeting, the 
board was commended for reinstating Firewise and for 
holding a calm and civil meeting.

**********
The membership of WIA holds its annual meeting on the 
final Monday of January each year.

Above: Maggie Nealon, left, is presented with the 
Vincent Elorie Award by board President Chuck 
Maher. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

January Weather Wrap
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Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even when the letter writer is an OCN volunteer. 
For letter guidelines, see page 35

Defending Monument police
A letter to the editor ran in The Tribune on Jan. 12 titled 
“Monument’s police force excessive?” The context was 
that the Police Department is overstaffed and that “Maybe 
it is time for some budget saving.” 

According to Monument Town Manager Cathy 
Green, the town’s population is 6,000 to 7,000. Informa-
tion obtained from Dave Vanness of the Tri-Lakes Cham-
ber of Commerce states that the Tri-Lakes area supports 
approximately 41,000 residents. The town also supports a 
large number of commercial establishments, which draw 
a good number of nonresidents into our town on a daily 
basis, to visit and shop. This number is enhanced by easy 
access for those traveling on the interstate.

The Monument Police Department consists of 13 
full-time police officers. These officers, including my-
self, provide 24-hour protection seven days a week. This 
coverage not only serves the Town of Monument but also 
provides assistance to the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Palmer Lake Police Department in keeping the 
residents of the Tri-lakes area safe. 

In addition to standard law enforcement patrol and 
response, the Monument Police Department also provides 
the following services and programs to our community: 
a state-trained commercial vehicle officer to deal with 
the high volume of big rigs driving on our roadways; a 
tactical team to assist in high-risk incidents; a community 
resource officer dedicated to youths, seniors, businesses, 
and the community in general; home safety inspections; 
Citizen Emergency Response Training (CERT); bicycle 
safety programs; enhanced child abuse and child neglect 
investigations; aggressive illegal drug enforcement; a 

reserve unit; and more. Please check out our website for 
additional information, www.monumentpd.org.

I am a firm believer that you get what you pay for. I 
would personally like to invite any interested Tri-Lakes 
area resident to join our next Citizen Police Academy in 
April to learn firsthand about the Monument Police De-
partment and how we serve and protect our community. 

Thank you,
Jake Shirk, chief of police
Monument Police Department

Top weather events of 2010
By Bill Kappel

Warm and dry fall
Temperatures average more than 5° F above normal from 
September through November. This was combined with 
very few days of precipitation. Only a trace of snow was 
recorded in October, with September being even drier. 
For the entire month, only one day recorded measurable 
precipitation. This is about as dry as it will ever be in 
September.

Below average precipitation for the year
With an exceedingly dry fall and dry start to the year, we 
only manage a little over 16 inches of precipitation for the 
year, well below our normal of 22 inches. Further, snow-

fall for the calendar year barely reached over 100 inches, 
our lowest calendar year total in the last nine years.

Cold and snow during late winter
Temperatures average as much as 6° F below normal 
during February and stayed cold in March. Tempera-
tures tumbled well below zero on several mornings, and 
snow fell on 14 days during February and 13 days during 
March.

Heavy snow ends April
After a quiet start to our snowiest month, things changed 
quickly during the last two weeks of April. Heavy snow 
fell on the 23rd and 24th with 20-30 inches accumulating 
in several areas around the region.

Cold end to the year
After having dry and mild weather through the fall and 
start of the winter, a strong Arctic blast of air and snow 
moved through the region just before the New Year. 
Temperatures quickly fell below zero on the evening of 
Dec. 30 and barely made it above zero the next afternoon. 
Several inches of snow fell, giving us a little hope of a 
snowier and cold start to 2011.

Visit www.ocn.me/v11n2.htm to see Bill’s 
weather summary tables for 2010 

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. 
He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

TREE MAN 
Tree Service & Fire Prevention

We are a local 
professional tree 
service offering 
quality work at 

affordable prices. 

� We do all types of 
tree work any time 
of year: Removal, 
thinning, trimming, 
chipping. 

� Low winter rates 

� Firewood Available

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

A properly maintained vehicle 
can save FUEL and $$$!

Call for an appointment today

488-6729

Quality IMPORT Service
707 County Line Road, Palmer Lake

$3 OFF Oil Change
$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 2/28/11

highs reached into the upper 40s as gusty west/southwest 
winds kept things mild and breezy through the afternoon 
hours. This was ahead of a storm system moving out of 
the Pacific Northwest and into the northern and central 
Rockies. As had been the case most of the winter so far, 
the moisture with this storm hit the mountains hard, with 
only a glancing blow for the Front Range. 

A powerful shot of cold air did race down the Front 
Range during the afternoon of the 19th, with snow and 
blowing snow quickly filling in. This made for a messy 
commute, but all the action was over by later in the eve-
ning. This left behind about an inch of snow and a lot 
of cold air. Temperatures plummeted below zero by the 
morning of the 20th and didn’t reach much above 20° F 
during the next afternoon. This air mass moved out of the 
region quickly, replaced by sunny skies and quiet weather 
for the next few days. 

Two more quick-moving cold fronts brought brief 
shots of snow and cold temperatures early Saturday and 
overnight Sunday into Monday morning. However, be-
tween the two storms we didn’t even manage to squeeze 
out an inch of new snow.

The last week of the month started off cool with a 
little snow as highs failed to reach 30° on the 24th. Tem-

peratures remained at seasonal levels over the next couple 
days, before high pressure out of the southwest moved 
in over the area. This brought mild weather with it, and 
we managed to touch 60° F for the only time during the 
month on the afternoon of the 28th. 

These mild conditions were ahead of the coldest air 
to hit the region in over 10 years. This first edge of this 
very cold air moved into the area during the morning of 
the 31st with light snow and blowing snow. Temperatures 
continued to drop during the day, reaching below zero 
during the early evening as the month came to an end.

A look ahead
February is often a dry and cold month in the region as 
we move toward the snowy and unsettled conditions of 
March and April. Precipitation averages less than an inch, 
with average high temperatures in the 30s. It can get very 
cold in February, with Arctic air making strong pushes 
into the region. However, days begin to get a little longer, 
which leads to some nice, sunny days and snow melts 
faster. For a complete look at monthly climate summaries 
for the region, please visit http://www.thekappels.com/
ClimateSummary.htm. 

January 2010 Weather Statistics
Average High    39.2° (-1.1°)

100-year return frequency value max 48.4° min 30.8°
Average Low    9.4° (-3.3)

100-year return frequency value max 26.6° min 6.6°
Highest Temperature  60° on the 28th 
Lowest Temperature  -14° on the 1st 
Monthly Precipitation  0.42” 

(-0.37” 47% below normal)
100-year return frequency value max 1.56” min 0.01”

Monthly Snowfall  8.5” 
(-5.9”, 41% below normal)

Season to Date Snow   25.1” 
(-40.0”, 59% below normal) 

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip.  7.18” 

(-5.56”, 44% below normal) 
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)

Heating Degree Days  1263 (+80)
Cooling Degree Days  0

For more detailed weather information and Climatol-
ogy of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit 
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm. 

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. 
He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

Letters to Our Community
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By Woody Woodworth
To help protect the natural environment, many people 
practice the three R’s of conservation. They recycle 
aluminum cans, paper, and glass. They reuse paper as 
scratch pads and line garbage pails with plastic grocery 
bags. Some reduce their use of energy and materials 
through energy conservation and careful maintenance to 
make things last. 

Apply the three R’s to yard trimmings and leftover 
food, and you have composting—an economical way to 
reduce solid waste, reuse organic materials, and recycle 
nutrients as a soil conditioner. Composting is about being 
good caretakers of our environment. 

One of the easiest ways to conserve is to look in the 
bag. To estimate how much you throw out each week, 
gather one day’s garbage from your household. Weigh on 
a bathroom scale or estimate by comparing it to a known 
weight, like a 20-pound sack of rice. Multiply by seven 
and you have the amount of garbage produced by your 
household each week. Look at what’s in your garbage. Is 
there any recyclable plastic or aluminum containers or 
old newspapers? Take these to be recycled. See any food 
stuff—banana peels, fuzzy leftovers, coffee grounds, or 
egg shells? These materials are easy to compost. When 
you remove the recyclables, 20 pounds of garbage is often 
reduced to as little as 5 pounds. 

Imitating nature
Composting is a process by which organic materials, such 

as branches, leaves, and fruit, biologically decompose un-
der controlled conditions. More simply, compost is the re-
sult of humans imitating nature’s disposal system. When 
vegetation dies or falls off trees in forests and fi elds, then 
insects, worms, and bacteria eat it. They leave behind 
small loose particles called humus. Humus binds together 
soil particles into larger aggregates that allow water and 
air to enter the soil more easily. Humus also contains im-
portant nutrients plants can easily use for healthy growth 
and reproduction.

Compost improves the physical condition of soil, 
making it easier for roots to grow. That is, it makes the 
soil looser, or lighter, which makes water, oxygen, carbon 
dioxide, and minerals more available to plants. Compost 
not only improves root penetration and makes the soil 
easier to work, but it conserves by helping the soil retain 
water. Because it is made from decomposed organic ma-
terial from many sources, compost contains many of the 
nutrients plants require. Compost has even been known 
to reduce the incidence of certain soil-borne diseases that 
have devastating effects on plant health and productivity, 
perhaps because the benefi cial soil microbes added in 
compost out-compete the pathogenic organisms.

Five essential ingredients
Here’s how it works. A balance of fi ve essential ingredi-
ents is the key to rapid, trouble-free composting. If you 
maintain a pile with the correct balances of moisture, air, 
and carbon and nitrogen contents of the raw materials, 
then decomposing organisms will do the rest. Decompos-
ers are bacteria or fungi that consume and break down 
dead organisms and wastes of other organisms.

Water is required by all living things, including 
decomposers. The compost pile should be moist, but not 

too wet. A bad odor may indicate that excess moisture is 
slowing decomposition.

Oxygen is essential in breaking down organisms, and 
air cannot circulate well if the pile is too tight, too big, or 
too wet. If the pile is soaked with water, most decompos-
ers die and composting is taken over by a few “specialists” 
that can live without air. Anaerobic decomposition—de-
tected by its swampy odor—is slow and ineffi cient. 

Carbon is abundant in most organic materials and is 
broken down by decomposers to create food energy. How-
ever, other nutrients are needed for carbon to be readily 
eaten. Wood and paper are examples of materials that are 
high in carbon but may be defi cient in other nutrients and 
thus slow to decompose.

Nitrogen is required by decomposers in relatively 
large quantities. It is a major ingredient in protein, a basic 
building block of life. Without suffi cient nitrogen in your 
compost pile to assist digestion of carbon-rich materials, 
decomposition goes very slowly. Green leaves and grass 
clippings are examples of nitrogen-rich materials.

Decomposing organisms produce heat by their ac-
tivity. This heat in turn energizes them, and the whole 
process goes faster. Heat also helps kill disease organisms 
and weed seeds. The speed of composting varies, but at 
some point the center of the pile should feel hot or very 
warm to the touch. More mass (a bigger heap), more wa-
ter, more air, or more nitrogen may be needed to get the 
process going. A well-managed pile can produce compost 
in about two or three months.

Next month, we’ll explore getting started with 
composting, investigate different types of compost en-
closures, and explain helpful hints to keeping a healthy 
compost pile.
Woody Woodworth is a member of the Garden Centers 

of Colorado, actively involved in the green industry, and 
operates a garden center in downtown Monument. He 

can be reached at woodywoodworth@ocn.me.

ACRYLIC WORKSHOP
Gels, Mediums & Transfers 

Sat., Feb. 19, 12:30 to 3:30 pm

174B Washington St., Monument (719) 322-8244

 

By the staff at Covered Treasures
This is the time to celebrate love in all its forms—love of 
spouse, children, friends, country, pets, or even hobbies. 
Here are some books to get you in the mood.

Life with Maxie
By Diane Rehm (Gibbs Smith) $12.99
Radio journalist Diane Rehm gives readers an inside look 
at her life through the story of Maxie, her longhaired Chi-
huahua. Illustrated with photos of Diane and her dog, the 
book tells how Maxie’s presence and sweet personality 
have profoundly impacted Diane’s life. Pet lovers every-
where will enjoy this heartwarming story. 

George Washington’s Great Gamble 
By James L. Nelson (McGraw Hill) $26.95
The Battle of the Virginia Capes, the 1781 sea battle that 
won the American Revolution, came at a time when mo-

rale in the Continental Army was low, recruitment nearly 
impossible, and desertion high. In a fascinating narrative, 
Nelson describes Washington’s gamble that the French 
Navy would come through this time. After half a decade 
of seemingly futile struggle, all the elements of victory 
fell into place around Gen. Washington for a brief, shin-
ing moment that changed history.

Of Thee I Sing: A Letter to My Daughters
By Barack Obama (Alfred A. Knopf) $17.99
This beautiful book celebrates the potential within each of 
us to pursue our dreams. It highlights the characteristics 
that unite all Americans, from our nation’s founders to 
the generations to come. Stunning illustrations by award-
winning artist Loren Long capture the personalities and 
achievements of 13 groundbreaking Americans, making 
this a treasure to cherish with your family.

Gotta Love Cats!
By Fran Pennock Shaw (Barron’s) $9.99
Turn one page and smile … turn another and giggle … 
turn still another and you’ll laugh out loud at big cats and 
little kittens doing all kinds of silly things. The photos are 
as unusual as they are funny—and the captions sum up 
those feline attitudes that cat lovers fi nd so adorable.

Colorado Hut to Hut Volume 2
By Brian Litz (Westcliffe) $19.95
If your great love is cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, 
or mountain biking, Hut to Hut is the perfect reference. 
Volume 1 covers the network of huts and hut tours in the 
state’s northern and central regions, while this one high-
lights the southern region. The guide contains: 34 huts, 
cabins and yurts; 48 hut tours; 32 maps; and 90 color pho-
tos. Whether you’re an aspiring or a seasoned Colorado 
hut traveler, this book’s for you. 

The Creation of Eve
By Lynn Cullen (G. P. Putnam’s Sons) $25.95

This riveting novel is based on the true but little-known 
story of the fi rst renowned female artist of the Renais-
sance, Sofonisba Anguissola. In 1559, she was given the 
honor of learning from the Maestro himself, but she is 
forced to fl ee after a scandal involving one of Michel-
angelo’s students. She then becomes a lady-in-waiting 
and painting instructor to the young bride of the fear-
some King Felipe II of Spain. This is a fascinating read, 
whether you’re an art lover, a history buff, or someone 
who loves a page-turner.

The Family Dinner: Great ways to connect with your 
kids, one meal at a time
By Laurie David with recipes by Kirstin Uhrenholdt 
(Grand Central Life & Style) $29.99
The Family Dinner is a practical, inspirational, fun, 
“green” guide to the most important hour in any parent’s 
day. It includes over 75 kid-approved recipes; tips on 
teaching “green” values, conversation starters, games 
to play at the table, ways to express gratitude, and much 
more. 

You’re Lovable to Me
By Kat Yeh (Random House) $15.99
After a day of high jinks and high drama, six little bun-
nies wonder how their Mama Bunny could possibly still 
love them. She gives them the same answer that her own 
Papa Bunny offers her later that night—an answer that 
will help little bunnies everywhere sleep just a wee bit 
easier. A simple message of unconditional love lights up 
this book for readers, young and old.

Warm your heart during these cold winter days by spend-
ing time with a loved one, laughing over the antics of a 
pet, cooking a special dinner, or just doing something 
you love.

Until next month, happy reading.
The staff at Covered Treasures can be reached at 

books@ocn.me.

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

February: A lovely month 

High Country Highlights

The dirt on composting

Shari Blake Pet Services
Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593
CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY
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By Elizabeth Hacker
In February, the sun rises higher in the sky and daylight 
gains a few minutes each day. I’m already noticing the 
male birds, including the house fi nch, the goldfi nch, and 
the western bluebirds, molting into brighter plumage. As 
the days grow longer, male passerines are growing new 
feathers in preparation for attracting a mate. By Valen-
tine’s Day, birds are already beginning to court. 
In early winter, it’s hard to imagine the little brown fi nch-
es often clustered along the Santa Fe Trail and at backyard 
feeders being anything but drab. Fellow birder Joyce Han-
nigan recently e-mailed me saying that she was baffl ed as 
to why goldfi nches were not coming to her thistle feeders 
this winter. We had a similar experience a few years ago 
when we saw them in different locations but for some rea-
son they bypassed our feeder. A friend suggested a hawk 
might be in the area, and that night we saw an owl perched 
on our deck rail. 

During long winter nights, I enjoy reading about 
birds and currently I’m reading The Nesting Season by 
renowned naturalist Bernd Heinrich. A little bit about the 
author before I share a few of his fi ndings. He was born 

in Germany, and I fi nd it interesting that as a child he was 
placed in a boarding school for disadvantaged children 
so his parents could go to Mexico and Africa to do fi eld 
research. Yet, he followed in his parents’ footsteps and 
today his research has changed our understanding of bird 
behavior. At 70, Heinrich is professor emeritus in the biol-
ogy department at the University of Vermont and is still 
fi t enough to compete in ultra-marathons. 

The Nesting Season details his research on various 
bird strategies for choosing a mate. I’ve read a few of his 
other books, including Mind of the Raven about the com-
plex behavior in ravens including their use of tools. If this 
sounds familiar, his research is often featured on Animal 
Planet and other wildlife shows. 

For some, The Nesting Season may not be bedtime 
reading, but Heinrich’s research on why and how a bird 
chooses a mate is a hot topic for many birders. Study-
ing bird behavior is not new and has been done by many 
scientists since Charles Darwin published On the Origin 
of Species in 1859. However, Heinrich’s observations are 
new and very specifi c. His fi ndings are eye-opening. 

Heinrich explains that while males may use all kinds 
of antics to attract a female, it is ultimately the female that 
chooses a mate. Her criteria for mate selection are based 
on the health and vigor of the male. How she determines 
this may seem obvious, but it is not. Males displaying 
showy behavior, colorful plumage, and vocal repertoire 
are easily observed. But birds such as the male penduline 
tit (not native to Colorado) use less obvious selection cri-
teria. The male builds an intricate pear-shaped nest and 
the female determines the male’s vitality based on how 
well the nest is constructed. 

In January, I hiked the south rim of the Grand 
Canyon where birds perch near the trail. I noticed that 
the male western bluebirds were already in bright blue 
breeding plumage and were bringing insects to females. 
Of particular interest were two female bluebirds perched 
on a low-hanging branch. Two males were busily bring-
ing them insects, a courting technique used by many bird 
species. One of the females fl uttered her wings when her 
male friend brought her insects, and she eagerly accepted 
them. However, the second female did not fl utter her 
wings and while she accepted the insect from the second 

male, she spit it out as soon as he left to fi nd another in-
sect for her. Had she decided “to hell with him” or was 
she full? I assumed that she was spitting out his offer-
ing because he didn’t meet her standards but to actually 
make a true determination, I would have to devote years 
observing bluebirds.

Humans fi nd monogamy to be an attractive trait in 
birds. Barn owls form a lifelong pair bond, and research 
indicates that when one mate dies the surviving mate ac-
tually grieves the loss and may quit eating, resulting in 
starvation and death. Birds that display this kind of devo-
tion capture our hearts and imagination. 

In The Nesting Season, Heinrich explores monoga-
my and says that parenting is rare in insects, crustaceans, 
fi sh, reptiles, and amphibians, and while it occurs sporad-
ically in all of these, it is only common in birds and some 
mammals. Not all bird species are monogamous, but most 
birds will pair up for at least one nesting season. 

Human parents understand the effort that goes into 
raising children and appreciate all the help they can get. 
During nesting season, bird parents work tirelessly feed-
ing and caring for their chicks. Once the chicks have left 
the nest, the parents may go their separate ways and fi nd 
a new mate the following season or, as in the case of the 
barn owl, may mate for life. 

Heinrich explores the reasons for monogamy and 
suggests the answer depends on conditions. He examines 
the behavior of screech owls, which are known to form 
lifelong pair bonds, and has found that in years when food 
is plentiful, male screech owls will mate with more than 
one female. This requires him to divide his time between 
the nests. He considers the consequences for taking on an 
additional partner and his fi ndings are revealing. 

The Nesting Season is rich in details about how birds 
mate and Heinrich’s beautiful illustrations. I will refer 
to it as I do my own fi eld investigation while I continue 
to look for the more than 350 bird species that fl y to the 
Palmer Divide.

Elizabeth Hacker is a writer and artist. Prints of the 
birds she writes about are available on her website www
.ElizabethHackerArt.com, with proceeds benefi ting habi-
tat preservation. E-mail her at elizabethhacker@ocn.me 

or call her at 719-510-5918 to share bird stories.

By Janet Sellers
Even saying the word “touch,” we instinctively know 
that it can be about metaphorically touching the human 
heart. That moment is physically and mentally “out of 
this world” and we have a connection beyond a physical 
object. This connection is to the metaphorical art spirit, 
and this is what makes even simple artworks much more 
than a mere rock or utility thing.

Actually, even a stack of rocks placed just so offer the 
intent and recognition to us that a human being touched 
it, placed it, and experienced the intent prior to us. Here 
in our community, when we go for a hike in the hills, we 
may see that somebody has placed a few rocks in a small, 
albeit interesting, assortment. This could be a way of 
marking the trail, with an intention of some sort, likely 
to remind the hikers of a place in the path. And it could 
just be for fun. In any case, we recognize some intention 
of placement.

Likewise, if someone knocks over that little rock pile, 
we may feel sad at that cruel intent as well. It is remark-
able that humans look for meaning in an intention with 
just a moment’s glance. 

So how much more powerful are the public art and 
art experiences we share with others on a daily basis, even 
as we drive past a sculpture in a car and not on a human-
paced walk? It only takes a second, or a nanosecond, for 
us to respond in our hearts, and we may carry that mo-
ment for some time: days, weeks, years, a lifetime.

From human experience far earlier than written his-
tory, our recognition of the human touch, of what a person 
touched and intended, can reach us tens of thousands of 
years later, long after the person who created the intent 

has left the planet we now inhabit. We only know that a 
person made the artifact, and it remains for us to ponder a 
life lived in another era.

These days, we have public art that we share on 
purpose in our community. Some of it we can see from 
along the highway, some from along a country road, and 
we know someone placed the art there to show it to us. 
No other living creature seems to make that intention, or 
catch on to it, either. 

So let me encourage you to take notice of the art and 
human touch you may see around you, be it a garden, a 
church statue, or fl owers growing in a sunny window pot. 
Somebody put it there, somebody wanted you to see it, 
and the reason is pretty darn simple: just because.

This year we’ll have some change in our outdoor 
public art on view again, when Tri-Lakes Views makes its 
vote and puts up the new artworks around town. You can 
see the current sculptures for a few months more at their 
current locations. 

There are two colorful metal sculptures at the Monu-
ment Town Hall, at Beacon Light Road and Highway 105, 
and a few miles farther west there is one in front of the 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, on Highway 105, located 
smack dab across from Palmer Lake. 

Local calls for artists coming up
 ARTSites public art venue for 2011: Tri-Lakes Views is 
sending a call to artists for its 2011 ARTSites exhibit. Pro-
fessional and amateur artist entries are due at Tri-Lakes 
Views by Feb. 15. ARTSites is a yearlong outdoor sculp-
ture-on-loan exhibit displayed in the Tri-Lakes area.

Tri-Lakes Views was founded in 2002 to address a 
lack of local support for the arts and historic preservation. 

The group set for itself three tasks: 1. Through sponsor-
ship, fundraising and donations, create a continuous 
source of funding for the arts and history of the Tri-Lakes 
region. 2. Create annual events focusing on the Tri-Lakes 
valued heritage and featuring the fi ne arts. 3. Be support-
ed by a majority of the local groups and organizations, 
thereby encouraging a sense of community.

For more information on art entry details for the 
ARTSites, Tri-Lakes Views, or how to become involved, 
please visit its website at www.trilakesviews.org or con-
tact Wendy Diggins at 719-660-8311 or www.coffeecupm
onument.com .
Crawford Memorial Garden: The Master Sgt. William 
Crawford Memorial Committee released their call for 
artists on Feb. 1. The call is for designs for a new bronze 
sculpture to be located at the Palmer Lake site of the 
Crawford Memorial. Crawford is the only Medal of Hon-
or recipient in the Palmer Divide area, and the memorial 
recognizes our military veterans of the Palmer Divide. 

The Crawford Memorial Committee seeks an artist 
to design and complete an illustrative bronze sculpture in 
bas-relief commemorating signifi cant elements of Craw-
ford’s life. Designs for the memorial sculpture will be due 
March 15, and the winning design will be announced on 
May 1. Public dedication for the monument is slated for 
Nov. 11, Veterans Day.

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter and sculp-
tor who works in paint, metal, and concrete. Sellers 
lives in Woodmoor, Colorado. She can be reached at 

JanetSellers@ocn.me.

Art Matters

Art: Touching the human heart

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

How do birds choose a mate?

Above: Robins courting: Will she accept his 
proposal? Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker. A color 
version is posted at www.ocn.me/v11n2bird.htm.
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Art shows arise from inspiration

By David Futey
Artists seek inspiration, and sometimes inspiration finds them. During the month of 
January, the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) hosted The Soarings of Our Mind and 
To Love a Slumdog. The source of inspiration defined these two shows. 

Twenty-six years ago, Chicago natives and American Academy of Art graduates 
Ken and Tina Riesterer were looking for inspiration for landscape paintings. They dis-
covered the Manitou Springs area and “found so much to paint close by.” They have not 
only developed into renowned landscape oil painters but also incorporated life drawings 
into pottery. Their paintings and pottery were on display for the Soarings of Our Mind 
show. Besides works from the Riesterers, the main gallery included works from Juel 
Grant, Paulette Triplett, Audrey Gray, and the late Bill Hyer. 

Nanci Ricks’ inspiration found her while on a medical trip to India in 2000. On 
that trip she became familiar with the inequality in the caste system and the trials of 
the Dalits. The Dalits, though a population of 250 million, are sometimes referred to 
as “slumdogs,” are considered outcasts in Indian society and are typically forced into 
human trafficking and servitude. Ricks’ desire to assist the Dalits took many forms, in-
cluding her book, To Love a Slumdog. Her exhibit in the Lucy Owens gallery displayed 
photos from the book.

Information on Nanci Ricks is www.loveslumdog.com. Information on upcoming 
events at the TLCA is at www.trilakesarts.org. 

David Futey can be reached at dfutey@ocn.me. 

On January 15, 2011 the Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts (TLCA) hosted an Electronics Recycling Event 
in partnership with Blue Star Recyclers. The event 
raised $564.34 for TLCA, which was an increase of 
$150 from the 2010 collection, by providing a drop off 
point for 2,910 pounds of electronic waste (broken 

televisions, computers, small appliances, etc.) that 
would otherwise sit in a landfill and leach harmful 
chemicals into the soil and nearby water sources. 
This was the third annual recycling event for TLCA 
with plans to host another collection event in 2012. 

Above Left: President of Blue Star Recyclers, 
Bill Morris and community member, Barb Barrett. 
Center: (L to R) Community member Chris Amenson 
and Interim Director of TLCA, Dr. Michael Maddox. 
Photos by Stacey Paxson.

Left: Ken and Tina Riesterer pose 
in front of some of their oil paintings 
and pottery that were on display for 
The Soarings of Our Mind art show 
at the TLCA. 

RIght: Nanci Ricks is shown with 
photos of Dalits, the inspiration for 
her book, To Love a Slumdog.

Photos by Davide Futey

Left: Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) 
Board of Directors accepts a $2,000 grant from Wells 
Fargo Bank. Pictured (L to R)t: Larry Lawrence (HAP 
director) Linda Dameron (HAP director), Nicholas Moser 
(Wells Fargo Store Manager, Jackson Creek Parkway), 
Barbara Gritzmaker (HAP director), Angie Hermanstorfer 
(Wells Fargo Community Banking District Manager), Ted 
Rinebarger (HAP vice president), Mark Ennis (HAP 
president), Dave Betzler (HAP secretary), and Colleen 
Garwood (HAP treasurer). Photo provided by HAP.

Electronics recycling events supports TLCA, Jan. 15

Snapshots of Our Community 

Tri-Lakes HAP receives check from Wells Fargo, Jan. 18
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By David Futey
On Jan. 22, Wendy Woo per-
formed one of her fan favorite 
songs, Addicted to You, at her Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) 
concert. From the enthusiastic 
audience response throughout the 
evening’s performance, the audi-
ence appeared addicted to her. 

While performing at the 
TLCA over the years, Woo has 
garnered a very strong follow-
ing in the Tri-Lakes area. With a 
seemingly unmatched vocal range, 
a powerful and at times unusual 
guitar technique, and comforting 
stage presence, Woo’s solo per-
formance envelopes the room and 
draws the audience into her songs 
and lyrics. 

Woo enjoys playing the 
TLCA, saying, “It’s a great loca-

tion and intimate for a solo perfor-
mance.” 

Besides getting back on tour 
after the birth of her son in Octo-
ber 2010, Woo has been recording 
a new CD, her ninth, and develop-
ing her own record label. 

**********
Upcoming performances and other 
information about Wendy Woo are 
available at www.wendywoo.com. 
Information on upcom-
ing events at the TLCA is at 
www.trilakesarts.org.   

David Futey can be reached at 
dfutey@ocn.me. 

Photo of Wendy Woo 
by David Futey

Above: Southwinds Fine Art Gallery owner James Clark Wider hosted  groups of 
students from The Classical Academy (TCA) in January. The gallery contains Wider’s 
art portraying the history of black Americans, as well as other artists and genres.    
Southwinds Fine Art Gallery, at 16575 Roller Coaster Road (Baptist and Roller Coaster 
Roads) will offer gallery tour appointments in February for Black History Month. Call 
Wider at (719) 481-6157. Photos courtesy of Southwinds Gallery.

TLC Blood Drive – It Take All Types To Save A Life

Above (L to R): Tri-Lakes Cares Blood Drive 
Coordinators RN Jackie Sward and volunteer 
Marsha Ehrhardt. 

Above (L to R): Penrose St. Francis Phlebotomy 
Technicians Laura Davis, Sherre Sanchez, Maghan 
Runyon and Merlyn Bernabe. 

Above: The Penrose St. Francis mobile “Blood 
Vessel.” Photos by Frank Maiolo.

By Frank Maiolo
On January 18, 2011 Tri-Lakes Cares (TLC) sponsored 
their on-going community blood drive supported by Pen-
rose-St. Francis blood bank. Tri-Lakes Cares schedules 
their drives approximately every 8 weeks using the third 
Tuesday of odd months. The next community blood drive 
will be Tuesday Mar. 15, 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

RN Jackie Sward is the TLC coordinator of the drive 
and she and her assistant, Marsha Ehrhardt, help donors 
with the simple and efficient process. From start to finish, 

the process takes less than an hour and the whole time 
you’re in the hands of experienced Penrose-St. Francis 
phlebotomists.  With decades of experience between 
them these technicians help you with registration, medi-
cal history interview and a mini-physical. After all the re-
quirements are met then approximately one pint of blood 
is drawn. Phlebotomy technician, Maghan Runyon, said, 
“Red blood cells can be stored up to 42 days and one unit 
of blood can be separated into several components: red 
blood cells, plasma, platelets and cryoprecipitate.”

According to the Penrose-St. Francis Blood 
Bank only 4 to 6 percent of the eligible population
donates blood. The blood bank needs 40 donors each day 
to supply the 10,000 blood components used each year 
in the local area.  There are four major blood types: “O”, 
“A”, “B”, and “AB”. Just one donation can help save the 
lives of up to three people.  

 Save the dates for this year’s TLC blood drives:  
Mar. 15, May 17, July 19, Sept. 20, and Nov. 15.
Frank Maiolo can be reached at frankmaiolo@ocn.me.

Wendy Woo wows TLCA

Southwinds gallery hosts students
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January and February library events

Winter Festival planned for Feb. 12

Left: Deanna, left, and Kathy Thirkell enjoyed time 
together at the card-making workshop.

Right: Shurraya and Eleeya Polunci enjoyed the anime 
art class for teens at the Monument library. 

Photos by Harriet Halbig.

By Harriet Halbig
All Pikes Peak Library District library facilities will be 
closed on Monday, Feb. 21, for a staff training day.
Monument Library events

Library patrons are returning to their routine at the 
library, with book clubs and discussion groups gathering 
and crafters beginning new projects. Please note that the 
children’s story time and Toddler Time now begin at 10:
15 a.m.

February at the library will be a very exciting time. 
The Tri-Likes libraries will host their annual Winter Fes-
tival on Feb. 12 from 1:30 until 4:30 p.m., with a theme of 
“I Love My Library.” We will celebrate the love of books 
with two “Big Bubble Circus” performances by Jim Jack-
son (2 and 3:30 p.m.), face-painting, crafts, and activities 
that center on the world of reading. Please join us for a fun 
and exciting afternoon at the Monument Library.

On Friday, Feb. 11, kids between the ages of 9 and 12 
are invited to read The Voyage of the Dawn Treader by 
C.S. Lewis and come discuss it with their friends. There 
will be crafts, snacks, and a chance to win a pass to see 
the movie. Register online or call 488-2370. The program 
will be from 4:15 to 5:15 p.m.

The Monumental Readers will discuss The Girl with 
the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson on Friday, Feb. 18, at 
10 a.m. New members are welcome and registration is not 

required.
Visit the library on Friday, Feb. 25, from 10 a.m. until 

1 p.m. to attend our Home School Fair. This is an oppor-
tunity to meet other home-schooling parents and profes-
sionals who can support your educational needs. Find out 
what resources the library has to offer to supplement your 
efforts. Home schooling doesn’t mean you have to do it 
all alone. 

High school teens are invited to joint the 4th Friday 
Anime and Manga Club. Participants can discuss their fa-
vorite anime or manga characters. Share good reads and 
good food with good friends. The meeting will take place 
on Friday the 25th from 4:15 until 5:30 p.m.

The AARP Mature Safe Driving Program will be 
offered on Saturday, Feb. 26, from 1 until 5 p.m. This is 
a refresher course specially designed for motorists age 50 
and older. Graduates may present their course comple-
tion certificate to their insurance agent for a discount. 
Charge for the course is $12 for AARP members and $14 
for non-members. Class size is limited and registration is 
required.

On the walls of the library this month will be art 
work by the students of Lewis-Palmer High School. In 
the display case, the Pikes Peak Depression Glass Club 
will display a rainbow of pastel glassware originating in 
the early 20th century.

Palmer Lake Library events
Come to the Palmer Lake Library to read with a 

friendly dog. The Paws to Read program invites children 
to practice reading and build fluency by reading to our 
friendly dogs. Misty the Sheltie will be at the library 
on Thursday, Feb. 17, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Kirby the 
golden retriever will be at the library from 11 until noon 
on Saturday, Feb. 26.

The February Family Fun event at Palmer Lake on 
Saturday, Feb. 19, at 10:30 a.m. is a program by Stefanie 
Garcia titled “Take Great Digital Photographs!” Learn 
techniques for capturing wonderful pictures of your 
children. All ages are welcome, but the focus will be on 
adults taking pictures of their children. A story and craft 
will be presented for children while Stefanie shares her 
tips with adults.

The Palmer Lake Book Group will discuss Eating 
Heaven by Jennie Shortridge on Friday, March 4, at 9 
a.m. New members are welcome and no registration is 
required.

Please note that there will be no Toddler Time on 
Friday, Feb. 25

We hope to see you at the library!
Harriet Halbig can be reached at harriethalbig@ocn.me

Bernard L. Minetti
In the December issue, OCN mistakenly attributed the 
authorship of “The Hill” logo to Sunny Smaldino. The 
correct authorship and copyright belongs to artist An-
thony Archuleta, proprietor of the Secret Window, a gal-
lery of flowers, fine art, and art instruction. Archuleta has 
indicated that his intention is to transfer the copyright to 
The Hill Development Corp. Archuleta also said he had 

suggested to have fine arts fairs with Native American 
artisans who present their fine arts—not “arts and crafts.” 
The gallery is located at 47 Third St. in Monument. ■

Correction

Right: This new logo will eventually be made 
available to the Hill Development Group by artist 
Anthony Archuleta, owner and operator of the 
Secret Window, a gallery of flowers and fine art.

By Bernard L. Minetti
The January meeting of the Palmer Lake Historical So-
ciety was the annual potluck and membership renewal 
campaign. During the business section of the gathering, 
society President Phyllis Bonser discussed some of the 
challenges for the upcoming year. 

Foremost on her list was the need for volunteers and 
another board member. She advised the membership that 
the Lucretia Vaile museum, the Chautauqua event, and the 
society in general could use volunteers. No experience is 
required, she told the crowd, just the will to provide time 
and effort. She also advised the members that the publish-
ing of their book, Arcadia, was just about completed.

She then asked for a vote of acclamation for those on 
the previous board who wished to continue in their posi-
tions. The vote was unanimous. Bonser then introduced 
Rhetta Walter and Georgia Follansbee, who had stepped 
forward to fill two of the three empty positions. They 
were also voted in by acclamation.

Retired Coast Guard Chief Warrant Officer Roger 
Davis, director of the Lucretia Vaile Museum and Society 
Board member for the past 11 years, reviewed the needs 
for the museum. He indicated that his mother, Marian 
McDonough, had been a founder of the Palmer Lake 

Historical Society in 1956. His family has continued to 
be involved to this day. He cited the need for a volunteer 
curator and docents for the museum. He added that no 
experience was necessary. They would receive the neces-
sary training from the society.

Volunteers wishing to help should go to the society 
website at www.palmerdividehistory.org. Click on the 
“e-mail us” title on the left side of the page and send an 
e-mail with your information.

**********
At the next meeting Feb. 17 at 7 p.m. at the Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, the presentation will be “Communities of the 
Palmer Divide.” The presenter will be Kim Braun, who 
will feature a pictorial history of the Palmer Divide. ■

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Jan. 20

Historical Society looking for volunteers

Above: From left, new Palmer Lake Historical 
Society Board members Rhetta Walter and Georgia 

Follansbee are congratulated by society Vice 
President Al Walter and President Phyllis Bonser. 
Left: Many members and prospective members 
attended the Palmer Lake Historical Society’s 

annual potluck dinner. Photos by Bernard Minetti.
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

Free income tax filing assistance by AARP
Free Income Tax Filing Assistance and e-filing is offered 
by the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) 
Tax-Aide program. Trained AARP volunteers will be 
available every Monday and Thursday, Feb. 3-April 
18, (except Feb. 21, Presidents Day), noon to 7 p.m., at 
Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St., Monument, to answer 
questions and to assist filers in completing their federal 
and state income tax returns. Please note that Feb. 17 and 
March 17 tax assistance will only be available 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Volunteers will assist taxpayers in preparing their 
Forms 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ; and will assist in claiming 
any Earned Income Credit, Child Tax Credit, and/or Edu-
cation Credits to which the taxpayer might be entitled. 
Filers are asked to bring proof of Social Security Num-
bers for themselves and for any dependents they are 
claiming. Filers should also bring their W-2s, 1099-INT, 
1099-DIV, etc., to complete their 2010 return, plus a copy 
of last year’s (2009) tax return. For more information, or 
to make an appointment (recommended), please call Jim 
Taylor, 488-1317.

Library’s Adult Reading 
Program kicks off Feb. 7

Pikes Peak Library District (PPLD) will kick off “Just 
Read,” its annual adult reading program, on Feb. 7. The 
program runs through April 4, and adults 18 and older 
with a library card can win prizes for reading. To regis-
ter, bring your library card to any PPLD library and sign 
up at the information desk or sign up online at ppld.org 
beginning Feb. 7. Reading logs will be available at all 
libraries, but feel free to keep track of the books you’ve 
read using any method you choose. For more information, 
call Monument Library, 488-2370; Palmer Lake Library, 
481-2587; or visit ppld.org.

Volunteers needed for Board of Health
Practicing or retired physicians or citizens-at-large are 
needed as volunteer members of the local Board of 
Health. Applications are due by Feb. 12. The board estab-
lishes policy and budget oversight for the El Paso County 
Public Health Department. Applicants should possess 
financial and public health knowledge, and be concerned 
with community health issues. Further information 
and volunteer applications are available at the website, 
www.elpasoco.com. Click on the “Volunteer Boards” 
link at the top of the page. For more information, call 
520-6436. 

Donala’s Landscaping Expo, Feb. 26
Donala Water customers can learn more about sav-
ing money on their outdoor water bills while creating 
healthier, more colorful landscapes through the use of 
xeriscape gardening techniques. The seminar is Feb. 
26, 1-3pm, at Antelope Trails Elementary School, 15280 
Jessie Dr., Colorado Springs. There will be presentations 
on xeriscape, efficient irrigation and lawn care, displays, 
door prizes, and a raffle for a free February water bill! 
For more information, call Susan, 488-3603, or visit 
www.donalawater.org.

Daffodil Days Fundraiser for 
Tri-Lakes Cares, March 4-6

Welcome springtime into your home or office with sunny 
daffodils and help others in the community who continue 
to need assistance through Tri-Lakes Cares. Participating 
merchants from the Historic Monument Merchants Asso-
ciation will offer daffodils for sale in their shops March 
4-5. The price is “a dollar a daffy.” All proceeds go to 
Tri-Lakes Cares. Participating churches will assist as well 
with daffodils for sale at their Sunday coffee hour. See 
the ad on the back page for a list of participating shops 
and churches. For more information, call Linda Roberts, 

488-2065.
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club 

grant application cut-off March 15
The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) will accept grant 
applications until March 15. Qualified organizations 
that provide significant services to residents within the 
geographic boundaries of School District 38 are encour-
aged to apply. Qualified organizations include 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organizations, public service organizations, 
and public schools serving primarily the District 38 area. 
Funding for special programs and projects will be consid-
ered. Grants will be awarded in late May. 

Grant applications, instructions, and guidelines can 
be downloaded from the TLWC website, www.TLWC.net, 
or by sending a request with a stamped, self-addressed en-
velope to TLWC Grant Committee, P.O. Box 669, Monu-
ment, CO 80132. The mission of the club is to support the 
Tri-Lakes community through charitable and educational 
endeavors. For more information, please e-mail Donna 
Wagner at donnamwagner@comcast.net.

Get traffic accident reports online
The Monument Police Department has made it possible 
for people to obtain traffic accident reports online 24 
hours a day for $6.50 from www.docview.us.com. People 
can also purchase a copy of a traffic accident report for 
$5 at the Monument Police Department, 645 Beacon Lite 
Rd., Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, phone 481-3253.

Clear snow and ice around 
mailboxes for letter carriers

Letter carriers are instructed to not deliver to mailboxes 
and locations that are too hazardous or difficult to access. 
Support your letter carrier in providing safe and timely 
delivery of your mail. Following snowstorms and bad 
weather conditions, please clear a safe path to your mail-
box or business. If possible, do not park your vehicles in 
front of your mailbox. Combined with the snowy and icy 
conditions, this can make it very difficult for your letter 
carrier to access and deliver to your mailbox.

Help for heating bills
The Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP) 
helps residents struggling to pay their home heating bills. 
LEAP benefits provide assistance to help families with 
their heating bills but are not intended to pay the entire 
bill. Last winter, 15,999 households in El Paso County 
received help from the LEAP program. The eligibility 
period for LEAP runs through April 30. Applications are 
accepted each year during the eligibility period. Applica-
tion packets will automatically be mailed to residents who 
received LEAP assistance last year at the address where 
they were living at that time. For more information about 
LEAP benefits, call 1-866 HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-
8435).

Donala’s Customer Assistance Program
The Donala Water and Sanitation District offers a cus-
tomer assistance program in conjunction with Tri-Lakes 
Cares to help Donala customers in financial hardship, 
unable to pay their water and sewer bills. The Donala 
Customer Assistance Program (DCAP) will be funded 
from Donala customers who approve a donation of 50 
cents to $1 per month on their monthly water bills. Ap-
plications for assistance can be picked up at the Donala 
office at 15850 Holbein Dr. in Gleneagle or at Tri-Lakes 
Cares (TLC) in Monument. Donala will provide account 

history and TLC will determine assistance eligibility. 
Participation from the donor side is voluntary and can be 
cancelled by the donor at any time. For more information, 
call 488-3603.

Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center 
has fun programs!

The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) Se-
nior Citizens Center is next to the Lewis-Palmer High 
School Stadium (across from the YMCA) and is open 1-4 
p.m., Mon.-Fri. and earlier for scheduled activities. The 
facility has a lounge, craft room, game room, and multi-
purpose room. Programs include pinochle, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, noon to 4 p.m.; Tai Chi for Health, Fridays, 
10:30 a.m.; National Mah-jongg, Fridays, 1-4 p.m.; line 
dancing, first and second Wednesdays, 1-2 p.m.; bridge, 
second and fourth Thursdays, 1-4 p.m.; tea time, third 
Tuesday, 1-3 p.m.; bingo, third Wednesday, 12:30-3 p.m.; 
crafts, third Thursday, 1-3 p.m.; no-cash/no host poker, 
second and fourth Fridays, 1-4 p.m. Also available at the 
center are ping-pong, Wii video games, various puzzles 
and board games, refreshments, a lending library, com-
puters with Internet connections, and an information 
table. For more information about programs for seniors, 
visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org.

Tri-Lakes Cares Thrift Shop in Monument
Hangers—Your Thrift Shop is now open Tuesday-Satur-
day, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 341 Front St., Monument. Shop 
for gently used clothing, books, and household items. 
Proceeds from Hangers will be used to promote the ongo-
ing mission of Tri-Lakes Cares, a community-based non-
profit. For more information, call 488-2300 or visit the 
Tri-Lakes Cares website, www.trilakescares.org. 

Special Events and Notices

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Moss 
Sportswear & Embroidery

$5.00 OFF!
letter jacket purchase

with this coupon

We sell letter jackets for Lewis-
Palmer, Palmer Ridge, St. Mary�s,  

and Discovery Canyon high schools.

(719) 487-2986 
Tue.-Fri. 8:30-5, Sat. by appointment. 

677 Highway 105, Unit C  
between Monument and Palmer Lake.
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted. 

Monumental Styles & Co.
1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25 
off Highway 105 & Knollwood. 

(719) 487-8660

Are you struggling 
with your naturally 

curly hair?
It�s time to stop fighting it and 
embrace your natural texture!  

With the right care, cut, and 
styling techniques, you can 

learn to love your curls!  

Call today for an appointment!

Cathy 
Thompson 

Stylist 

Michele Even, RN, MSN 
(719) 550-4530 

www.turnbacktime.skincaretherapy.net

Turn Back Time Skin Restoration 
Services to reveal more youthful looking skin
High frequency technology for the rapid 

removal of minor skin irregularities.  
Get started now for great skin in 2011! 

Call for details on our New Year special! 

Child Care in a Loving Family Home 
Licensed daycare provider in Jackson Creek 

     Across from Creekside Middle School
� Full-time and part-time 
� Before and after school 
� Night care & weekends also available 
� Openings include 0-5 yr. olds

Call Carmen at 488-6561 or 344-3132
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy 
in these listings, dates or times 
are often changed after publi-
cation. Please double-check the 
time and place of any event you 
wish to attend by calling the info 
number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  
B O D I E S

• Monument Board of 
Trustees Meeting, Mon., 
Feb. 7, 6:30 p.m., New 
Monument Town Hall & 
Police Department Building, 
645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 
105). Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. 
each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater 
Facility Joint Use 
Committee Meeting, Tue., 
Feb. 8, 10 a.m., 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. 
each month. Info: Bill Burks, 
481-4053

• Triview Metropolitan 
District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Feb. 23, 5 p.m., New 
Monument Town Hall & 
Police Department Building, 
645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 
105). Meets 2nd Tues. each 

month. Info: 488-6868.
• D-38 Accountability 

Advisory Committee 
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., 
Feb. 8, 7 p.m., Prairie Winds 
Elementary School, 790 
Kings Deer Point  East. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month, location 
varies. Info: 488-4700, or 
visit lewispalmer.org. 

• Palmer Lake Sanitation 
District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 8, 7 p.m., 120 
Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-
2732. 

• D-38 Exceptional Student 
Learning Team (formerly 
the Special Education 
Advisory Committee), 
Wed., Feb. 9, 6:30 p.m., 
D-38 Administration 
Building. 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Monument Planning 
Commission Meeting, 
Wed., Feb. 9, CANCELED., 
New Monument Town 
Hall & Police Department 
Building, 645 Beacon Lite 
Rd. (at Hwy 105). Meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: 884-
8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning 
Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Feb. 9, CANCELED, 
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Normally 
meets 2nd Wed. each month at 
7 p.m. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

• Woodmoor Water & 
Sanitation District 
Meeting, Thu., Feb. 10, 1 
p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Normally meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 
488-2525. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council 
Meeting, Thu., Feb. 10, 7 
p.m., Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• El Paso County Planning 
Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 15, 9 a.m., 2880 
International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers 
Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd 
Tue. (if required) each 
month. Info: 520-6300 or 
http://adm2.elpasoco.com/
planning/agendas/pc/pc-
agn.asp. 

• Palmer Lake Planning 
Commission Meeting, 
Wed., Feb. 15, CANCELED, 
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Normally 
meets 3rd Wed. each month at 
7 p.m. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation 
District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 17, 1:30 p.m. 
15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado 
Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-3603.

• Lewis-Palmer School 
District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 17, 6 p.m., 
District Administration 
Building, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. 
each month. Info: 488-4700. 

• Monument Sanitation 
District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 17, 7 p.m., 130 
2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886. 

• Monument Board of 
Trustees Meeting, Tue., 
Feb. 22, 6:30 p.m., New 
Monument Town Hall & 
Police Department Building, 

645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 
105). Normally meets 1st and 
3rd Mon. each month. Info: 
884-8017.

• Donald Wescott Fire 
Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 23, 
7 p.m.  Station 1, 15415 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 4th Wed. 
each month. Info: 488-8680. 

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 23, 7 
p.m., Tri-Lakes Station 1, 
18650 Hwy 105. Meets 4th 
Wed. each month. Info: 266-
3367.

• Woodmoor Improvement 
Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 23, 
7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 
4th Wed. each month. 
Info: 488-2693 or visit 
www.woodmoor.org. 

• El Paso County Planning 
Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Mar. 1, 9 a.m., 2880 
International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers 
Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd 
Tue. (if required) each 
month. Info: 520-6300 or 
http://adm2.elpasoco.com/
planning/agendas/pc/pc-
agn.asp. 

• Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority Board Meeting, 
Wed., Mar. 2, 9 a.m., Board 
of County Commissioners 
Hearing Room, 3rd Floor, El 
Paso County Administration 
Building, 27 East Vermijo, 
Colorado Springs. Monthly 
meetings are open to the 
public and carried over 
the internet by the El 
Paso County Information 
Technology Department. 
Meets 1st Wed. each month. 
Info: www.epcwa.com or 
598-0230. 

• Academy Water and 
Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Mar. 2, 7 
p.m., Donald Wescott Station 
2, 15000 Sun Hill Dr. Meets 
1st Wed. each month.  Info: 
481-0711.

• Palmer Lake Town Council 
Workshop, Thu., Mar. 3, 
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 1st Thu. each month. 

Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  
E V E N T S

• The Palmer Lake Library 
hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-
6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

• The Monument Branch 
Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & 
Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 
p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370 or 
ppld.org. 

• Monument Library 
Bookbreak, every Mon, 
Wed., and Fri., 10:30 a.m. 
A short read-aloud session 
particularly for preschoolers. 
Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monuments Library: 
Storytime, every Tue., 10 & 
10:45 a.m. Stories and more 
for children age 3 and older. 
Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: 
Storytime, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m., Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Paws 
to Read, every Wed., 3:
30-4:30 p.m. Let your child 
practice reading to a Paws 
to Read dog. No registration 
required. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: 
Toddler Time, every Thu., 
10 & 10:30 a.m. Rhymes 
& rhythms for kids up to 
24 months. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: 
Snuggle-Up Storytime, 
every Thu., 7:30 p.m. 
Evening stories; PJs 
and blankies welcome. 
Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: 

Our Community Calendar

Tri-Lakes HAP Thrift 
Store in Palmer Lake

The store now is located at 790 
Highway 105 #D in Palmer Lake. 
Hours are Monday through Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Weekly 
specials, books, antiques, cloth-
ing, and more! The thrift store is 
a project of the Tri-Lakes Health 
Advocacy Partnership (HAP) 
to raise funds and resources for 
Tri-Lakes Senior Citizen Pro-
gram activities, provide volun-
teer opportunities for Tri-Lakes 
residents, and offer affordable 
merchandise to all Tri-Lakes 
residents. For more information, 
to donate items, or to volunteer, 
call 488-3495.

Senior Beat newsletter—
subscribe for free!

Each monthly Senior Beat news-
letter is full of information for 
local seniors, including the daily 
menu of the senior lunches of-
fered Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Thursdays in Monument. 
It also contains the schedule of 
the classes and events for the 
month at the Senior Citizens 
Center. There are also articles 
and notices of events geared 
toward senior citizens. To sub-
scribe to the free newsletter, 
send an e-mail with your name 
and mailing address to SeniorBe
at@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior 
Beat can also be viewed online at 
www.TriLakesHAP.org.

County prescription 
discount program could 

save you money
El Paso County’s prescription 
discount program saved 10,000 
residents $250,000 in discounted 
medicines over 18 months at no 
additional taxpayer cost. People 
using the card saved an aver-
age of 23 percent. There are no 
eligibility requirements and no 
strings attached to receive the 
discounts. You can pick up a 
free Prescription Discount Card 
at most county government loca-
tions or you can download your 
own personalized prescription 
discount card on the county web-
site (bottom of the front page) at 
www.elpasoco.com/. 

Any county resident without 
prescription coverage can use 
this program. Even if you have 
insurance for prescription medi-
cations, the discount card might 
save you money on prescription 
medications your existing plan 
does not cover. For more infor-
mation, visit www.elpasoco.com/ 
or call 520-6337 (MEDS).

Sheriff’s Office 
announces YouTube 

channel
The El Paso County Sheriff’s 
Office now uses its own YouTube 
channel to share information 
on recent events and provide 
information on numerous office 
resources. The YouTube chan-
nel can be accessed from the 

front page of the Sheriff’s Office 
website, http://shr.elpasoco.com, 
or directly at www.youtube.com/
EPCSheriff. 

Senior Mondays at 
the Western Museum 
of Mining & Industry 

(WMMI)
Beginning in January and run-
ning each Monday through 
March, seniors will be admitted 
into the museum for just $2.50 
(regularly $6). Come see the 
museum that works! Tours begin 
at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. WMMI is 
located at 225 North Gate Blvd. 
(I-25 Exit 156 A). For more in-
formation, call 488-0880 or visit 
www.wmmi.org. ■

� NCA Accredited, State Licensed 
� Dedicated to Catholic Values 
� Financial Aid Available 
� Full Day & Half Day Preschool 

� Core Knowledge Curriculum 
� Everyday Math 
� Highly Qualified Teachers 
� Limited Class Size 

      Call or visit to enroll
Mary Hoffmann 

Principal 
Fr. Don Brownstein 

Pastor

719-481-1855
124 First Street, Monument 

www.ucsppr.org
Come and visit a school where school spirit means more than a mascot. 

NOW ENROLLING
FOR 2011-2012

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 6TH GRADE
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Paws to Read Pajama Party, Sat., Feb. 5, 11 a.m.-
noon. Wear your pajamas to the library! Read to Jax, 
listen to a story, make a craft, and have a snack. No 
registration required. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Read It Before You See It, 
Fri., Feb. 11, 4:15-5:15 p.m. Tweens  (9 to 12 years of 
age) will read and discuss “The Voyage of the Dawn 
Treader” by C.S. Lewis. Do a craft, eat a snack, and 
enter a drawing for a ticket to the movie. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Family Fun–I Love My 
Library, Sat., Feb. 12, 1:30-4:30 p.m. Celebrate your 
love of books at the library with two “Big Bubble 
Circus” performances by Jim Jackson, face painting, 
crafts, and activities that center on the heartwarming 
world of reading.  This is a not-to-be-missed event! 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Thu., Feb. 
17, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to 
a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Meets 
3rd Thu. each month. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Family Fun– How to Take 
Great Candid Photos, Sat., Feb. 19, 10:30 a.m. 
Professional photographer Stefanie Garcia from Ania 
Photo will teach techniques for capturing wonderful 
pictures of your children. All ages are welcome; a 
story and craft will be presented for children while 
Stefanie shares her tips with the adults. Palmer Lake 
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 
or ppld.org.

• Monument Library Tween Program: Anime Club, 
Fri., Feb. 25, 4:15-5:30 p.m. Tweens ages 9-12: Great 
discussion and activities regarding your favorite 
anime or manga. Refreshments provided. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Feb. 
26, 11 a.m.-noon. Let your child practice reading to 
a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587 or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Mar. 
5, 11 a.m.-noon. Let your child practice reading to a 
Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587 or ppld.org.

• Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids Web 
at wwwppld.org features resources for school reports 
and homework, Tumblebooks–free online read-along 
books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-ups” link 
has information about local school districts, home-
schooling, and more.

Adult Programs
• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 

Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes 
Wednesday mornings for beginner computer users. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Speak English! every Mon., 
7-8:30 p.m. Practice informal social conversation 
in English with friendly and supportive people. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or 
ppld.org.

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to empowering 
individual growth through life-long learning and 
positive relationships. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or 
ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Knitting 
Group, every Thu., 10 am.-noon. Knit with other 
knitters. Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will be there 
to answer questions. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Feb. 7, 
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides 
inspiration, and structure during the process of 
writing one’s memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd 
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Feb. 18, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome 
to this spirited group. This month’s selection is The 
Heart is a Lonely Hunter by Carson McCullers. Meets 
3rd Fri. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., Feb. 18, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to 
share ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Feb. 21, 
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides 
inspiration, and structure during the process of 
writing one’s memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd 
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Sat., Feb. 26, noon-4 p.m. Bone up on your 
driving skills and lower your insurance rates. Cost: 
$12 for AARP members, $14 for nonmembers. Bring 
a lunch. Registration required. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Registration & 
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Crafters, Fri., Mar. 
4, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Monument Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Drop in to share ideas, get help. Meets 
1st and 3rd Fri. each month. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-
8442 or ppld.org. 

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded 
presentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s 
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County 
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the 
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link 
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

For these and other library events, please check 
ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S

• Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting, 
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Jan Heinlein, 306-6975.

• Talk and Tennies Walking Group. Join with others 
to get fit. For more information contact Thea at 
Theapeutic Massage Therapy, 488-2250. 

• Senior Mondays at Western Museum of Mining 
& Industry (WMMI), every Mon. through March, 
seniors are admitted into the museum for just $2.50 
(regularly $6). Come see the museum that works! See 
giant steam engines from the late 1800s. Tours begin 
at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. WMMI is located at 225 North 
Gate Blvd (I-25 Exit 156 A). For more information, 
call 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

• Artfully Speaking Toastmasters Club, every 
Mon., 5:45-6:45 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly 
Johnson Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve 
your public speaking, leadership, and meeting 
planning skills. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: Chris Exline, 231-5627, or visit http://artfullysp
eaking.freetoasthost.us.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Sunlight of the 
Spirit Women’s Closed Step Study, every Mon., 
6 p.m. Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

• Celebrate Recovery @ Forest Ridge Community 
Church, every Mon., 7-9 p.m., The Hub, 1435 
Cipriani Loop, Monument. Childcare provided. Info: 
487-7700, or e-mail Annie, forestridge.cr@gmail.co
m. 

• Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall, 
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month 
and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Administration Complex 166 Second St., 
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for 
free bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: 
Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-

3037. 
• Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group, 

every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second 
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join 
the group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-
0551. 

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. & 
Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.; 
SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of 
Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA, 
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be 
YMCA or SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728. 

• BNI Tri-Lakes Chapter, every Wed., 8-9:30 a.m., 
Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. If 
your company needs more business, visit us and learn 
how we can help you. Come see why our networking 
group is so successful. Info: Timothy Jones, 488-
2412, or e-mail tim@promomania.com. 

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership 
(HAP) invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free 
blood pressure screening 1st & 3rd Wed. $3 donation 
requested. Info: 488-3855.

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:45 a.m., Liberty 
Heights, 12015 Ambassador Dr. (off Voyager Blvd.) 
Interesting speakers and programs; all are welcome. 
Info: Sherry Edwards, 488-1044; or Bill Nance, 488-
2312.

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour 
answering service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-
6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call 
Kirby, 481-3738. 

• Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every 
Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west 
of I-25 and Baptist Rd.) Biblically-based support 
group for all addictions. Info: 930-1954.

• Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of 
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. Baptist Rd., southwest 
corner room, door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Recovery in 
Action Group–Open, Big Book Study, every Thu., 
7 p.m., Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781. 

• Tai Chi for Health Class, every Fri., 10:30 a.m., 
Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center, Lewis-Palmer High 
School, across from the YMCA. This gentle exercise 
program can relieve the symptoms of chronic pain, 
anxiety, and depression. Even those who cannot stand 
can participate and benefit. Info: 481-8728, or visit 
www.trilakesseniors.org. 

• Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado 
Support Group Meetings. Location varies. For 
information, call Carolyn, 488-3620, or contact the 
MGA: visit www.4-mga.org, phone 303-360-7080, or 
e-mail 4mga@4-mga.org.  

• The Hill Development Group, Mon., Feb. 7, 6 
p.m., Mozaic at the Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy. 
105, Palmer Lake. This new committee is composed 
of merchants working to sell the Tri-Lakes area 

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.�Downtown Monument  
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748  
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service 

ANIMAL MOVERS
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to tourists, commercial enterprises, and residents. 
Anyone interested in the development of the Tri-
Lakes area is invited to participate. Info: Bille, 338-
0995. 

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team (TNT) Monthly 
Dinner Meeting: Networking Success Strategies, 
Tue., Feb. 8, 6:30-9 p.m. TNT unites women to 
build relationships, achieve success, and improve 
our community. It’s a dynamic women’s group that is 
business-focused and fun. Meets 2nd Tue. each month, 
location varies. Info: Janine Robertson, 266-0246, or 
visit www.meetup.com/trilakesnetworkingteam to 
register.

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Feb. 9, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: Electa Beckner, 596-6787; or 
Chuck Eaton, 495-2443.

• Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu., 
Feb. 10, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Monument, 
after the noontime senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:
30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037. 

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Feb. 10, 
6:30 p.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. New members and visitors welcome. 
Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed Kinney, 
481-2750.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Feb. 10, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364.

• Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Feb. 12, 9 a.m., Vaile 
Hill Gallery, 118 Hillside Rd., Palmer Lake. A variety 
of art programs are offered after the business meeting. 
Guests welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 
487-1329, or visit www.palmerlakeartgroup.com. 

• El Paso County Hazardous Materials Collection 
Facility, Sat., Feb. 12, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255 Akers Dr., 
Colorado Springs. Open the 2nd Saturday each month 
as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m. and accepts paint 
and related products, lawn and garden chemicals, 
household cleaners, old batteries, fire extinguishers, 

fireworks, flares, ammunition, automotive products 
(no tires), various electronics, and TVs up to 
19” diagonal. Bring a nonperishable food item 
for Care and Share. Akers Drive runs north off 
Constitution Avenue just west of Marksheffel Road. 
Info: 520-7878, or visit http://adm.elpasoco.com/
Environmental_Services/Solid_Waste_Management. 

• Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Community Closet, 
Sat., Feb. 12, 1-3 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Rd., 
Monument (SW corner of Beacon Lite and County 
Line Roads west of I-25). All are welcome to shop for 
free gently-used clothing items. Donations of clean 
clothing and shoes in good condition are appreciated. 
Open 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 495-4137; or the 
church, 488-9613.

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Feb. 14, 5 
p.m., College Pharmacy, 3505 Austin Bluffs Pkwy 
(downstairs), Colorado Springs. A DVD on the 
disease and treatments will play 5-6 p.m.; the meeting 
starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories 
and address your questions to a D.O. Learn how you 
can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants 
welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 2nd 
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735. 

• Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, Mon., 
Feb. 14. Meets 2nd Mon. each month for support, 
information, field trips, and special events. Info: e-
mail TLHESG@gmail.com. 

• Senior Tea, Tue., Feb. 15, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at 
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA). 
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to 
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Be prepared 
to have fun! Voluntary donations welcome. Meets 
3rd Tue. each month. Info: Mary Frances, 488-2360; 
Irene W., 481-1188; or Irene C., 484-0517.

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Feb. 15, 
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow 
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Lindsay, 487-9362. 

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Feb. 
15, 7 p.m., The Depot Restaurant, 11 Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. 
each month Info: Tony Wolusky, Post Commander, 
481-4419, or twolusky@aol.com. 

• Macular Degeneration Support Group for the 
Visually Impaired, Thu., Feb. 17, 1-2 p.m. Meets 
3rd Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x23. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting: 
Communities of the Palmer Divide. Thu., Feb. 
17, 7-9 p.m., at Palmer Lake Town Hall, 42 Valley 
Crescent. Kim Braun will present a pictorial history 
of the Palmer Divide. Free to the public. Info: 559-
0837, or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/plhs/. 

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Feb. 18, 
11:30 a.m., Gleneagle Golf Course Club House, 345 
Mission Hills Way. The speaker will be Margaret 
Brettschneider, author of Mutti’s War. Cost: $17. 
RSVP by Feb. 11, 5 p.m., to Phyllis Petersen, 481-
4403 or e-mail kayandpjpetersen@aol.com; Susan 
Colt, 232-8424, or e-mail colts89@gmail.com; 
or Rosalie Pounder, 481-0405, or e-mail 
jrpounder@comcast.net. 

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon, 
Fri., Feb. 18, The Pinery, 12375 Black Forest Rd.
The Horses for Heroes Program of the Pikes Peak 
Therapeutic Riding Center addresses the rehabilitative 
needs of military personnel recovering from injuries 
sustained in the line of duty. Executive Director 
Jody Enget will explain the benefits of the program. 
RSVP: Charlie Ann Hayes, nonahayes@comcast.net, 
481-9693, or Maureen Kral, reenbean@aol.com, 
282-0164. Membership is open to all women living 
in School District 38 and the luncheons are open to 
all current TLWC members and their guests. The 
club sponsors the Wine and Roses event in October 
and the Pine Forest Antique & Garden Show & Sale 
in April. Proceeds from these events benefit local 
nonprofit groups. Visit www.tlwc.net or contact Judy 
Crusius, crusii@aol.com, 481-1994; or Barb Dienes, 
bdienes@msn.com, 487-7392.  

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Feb. 
19, 9 a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D 
Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. 
each month. Info: Chris, 884-0832, or e-mail 
cabernathy@woodmoor.com.

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Mon., Feb. 21, 6:
30-8 p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer 
Lake. Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, 
and more. Meets 3rd Mon. each month. Childcare 

available. RSVP to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-
4221.

• Free Community Yoga Class, beginning level, 
Wed., Feb. 23, 5:45-7 p.m., Yoga Pathways Studio, 
Suite A, West End Center, 755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile 
west of Safeway). No experience necessary. Please 
bring non-perishable food or cash donation for Tri-
Lakes Cares. Meets last Wed. each month. Info: visit 
www.yogapathwaysstudio.com, or call Raleigh, 481-
4137.

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Feb. 24, 
6:30 p.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. New members and visitors welcome. 
Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed Kinney, 
481-2750. 

• Amateur Radio W0TLM (Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Radio Association), Mon, Feb. 28, 6:30 p.m.  
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Station 
1, 18650 Hwy 105 (next to Pinz bowling alley). All 
Amateur Radio Operators are welcome. Meets 4th 
Mon. each month. Info: Joyce Witte, 488-0859.

• Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group 
for Breast Cancer, Tue., Mar. 1, 6 p.m., location to 
be decided. Join other young women who are battling 
or have already battled breast cancer. Meets 1st Tue. 
each month. Info: 351-5079.

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Mar. 
1, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose 
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 
1st Tue. each month. Info: Dave Hershberger, Judge 
Advocate, 481-8668.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch & Meeting, Thu., Mar. 3, 11:30 a.m., 
Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Bring a food dish to 
pass and your own dinner service and flatware. Meets 
1st Thu. each month except Jan. and unless D-38 is 
delayed or closed due to bad weather. Newcomers are 
welcome. RSVP & info: Irene Walters, 481-1188, or 
Jean Sanger, 592-9311.

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Mar. 3, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, or 
e-mail teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com. 

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and 
kids in your area. Weekly activities and playgroups 
scheduled throughout the month for ages birth and 
up. Moms in Monument and Palmer Lake visit http:
//sites.google.com/site/monumentmoms/ or e-mail m
onumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. Moms in ZIP 80921 
and parts of Black Forest contact Kim L., 488-9665 
Info: visit www.cosnorthmomsclub.com.  

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

• Valentine Art Exhibit and Sale, Tue., Feb. 1-Sat., 
Feb. 5, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., open until 8 p.m. Fri., The 
West End Center, 755 Hwy 105 (3/4 mile west of 
Monument Safeway), Palmer Lake. The Palmer Lake 
Art Group presents a variety of original paintings, 
jewelry, fiber art, pottery, photography, basketry, 
and more. Meet the participating artists and watch 
their art demonstrations. Free admission. Proceeds 
from this event will be used to fund scholarships for 
Tri-Lakes area students. Info: Margarete Seagraves, 
229-6623; e-mail seagmArt@compdsn.com, or visit 
www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

• Share a Free Meal at Western Bee Company, every 
Sun., 1-3 p.m., 16625 Roller Coaster Rd., Colorado 
Springs (Near the corners of Baptist Road and Roller 
Coaster Road). Western Bee Company is offering a 
simple meal and simple fellowship to those in need in 
our community. If you need transportation, call 749-
1086 or be at the Monument Park and Ride shelter 
between 12:45 and 2:30 p.m. every Sunday. Meals 
are organic and gluten free is also available. Info: 
Suzzannemarie, 749-1086. 

• Free Stroke and Heart Attack Recognition Class, 
Wed., Feb. 9, 9-11 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran 
Church Fellowship Hall, 12455 Black Forest Rd. 
Learn how to recognize the indicators of stroke and 
heart attack and how to respond. Free and open to the 
public. Hosted by paramedics from the Black Forest 
Fire and Rescue and the Black Forest AARP Chapter 
# 1100. All attending the class are invited to stay for 
the noon lunch with the Black Forest AARP chapter 
membership. Info: Gwen, 495-2176. 

• Connect the Dots, Wed., Feb. 9, 6:30-9:30 p.m., 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA), 304 Hwy 105, 

Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 15,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at
(719) 488-3455 or johnheiser@ocn.me. 
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Palmer Lake. Bob Garner, long-time Disney producer, 
will present his national seminar for film aficionados, 
aspiring screen writers, actors, etc. Garner will show 
clips from many of the TV shows and films with which 
he has been associated and will answer questions from 
the audience. Cost: $6 for TLCA members; $8 for 
non-members. Info: visit www.trilakesarts.org or call 
481-0475.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Bill Barwick, Fri., Feb. 11, opening act at 7 p.m., 
doors open at 5:30 p.m., Black Forest Community 
Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Bill 
is one of America’s most respected Western music 
performers. Cost: $7 general, $4 BRAS members. Info: 
Joe Maio, 528-6119, or e-mail jrmtn@comcast.net, or 
visit www.blackroseacoustic.org. 

• Visions of Light Photography Exhibit Opening 
Reception, Sat., Feb. 12, 5-8 p.m. Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. The public 
is invited to celebrate a juried photographic exhibition 
that focuses on the use of light as a fundamental 
approach to photography. The exhibit runs Feb. 1-26. 
Info: visit www.trilakesarts.org or call 481-0475.

• Rocky Mountain Music Alliance (RMMA) 
Free Concert, Sat., Feb. 12, 7 p.m., Forestgate 
Presbyterian Church, 970 Northgate Rd. This concert 
with Dr. Michael Baron features flutist Haley Bangs 
who performs with the U.S. Navy Band. Sign up for 
free tickets at rmmaonline.org or phone Pam Brunson, 
646-2791. Requests for more than six seats must be 
made by phone. Donations are greatly appreciated and 
are tax deductible since RMMA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
corporation. Info: 646-2791 or visit rmmaonline.org. 

• Tri-Lakes Non-Profit Council Presentation, Thu.,  
Feb. 17, 1:30–3 p.m., Monument Town Hall (Trustees 
Meeting Room), 645 Beacon Lite Rd.  Kevin Sims will 
present  “How to Organize a Profitable Fundraising 
Event.” The event is free and open to all but please 
register to ensure adequate seating. RSVP & info: 481-
3282, or e-mail kstensland@trilakeschamber.com.

• High Country Home & Garden Winemaking 
Seminar, Thu., Feb. 17, 7-9 p.m., 243 Washington St., 
Downtown Monument. Call to reserve: 481-3477. 

• Peak Ranch Alpacas Felting Class, Sun., Feb. 20, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., 19850 Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. 
Create a unique hat or purse with wet felting using 
ultra-soft alpaca fiber. Cost: $50 includes all materials 
and lunch. Info: Rene, 232-8509. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
A Facet of Coal–New Exhibit Opening, Thu., Feb. 
24, 5 p.m. Free and open to the public. Celebrate 
the new exhibit opening with beverages and hors 
d’oeuvres. Explore the historic extraction and 
recovery process of coal with interactive displays. 
The exhibit will be open through May with 
coordinating lectures and a Family Exploration 
Day. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd. 
(I-25 Exit 156 A) in Colorado Springs. RSVP at 
rsvp@wmmi.org or call 488-0880. Info: 488-0880, or 
visit www.wmmi.org.

• Free Parenting Training: “Parenting With Love 
And Logic,” Thu., Feb. 24-Mar. 24, 7-8:30 p.m., 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Nancy Anderson will offer a free 5-week program for 
parents of elementary, middle school, or high school 
children. Info: 330-6614.  

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Jim Hurst, Fri., Feb. 25, opening act at 7 p.m., 
doors open at 5:30 p.m., Black Forest Community 
Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Come 

on out and enjoy this master bluegrass guitar player. 
Cost: $7 general, $4 BRAS members. Info: Joe Maio, 
528-6119, or e-mail jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit 
www.blackroseacoustic.org.  

• Donala’s Landscaping Expo, Sat., Feb. 26, 1-3pm, 
Antelope Trails Elementary School, 15280 Jessie Dr., 
Colorado Springs. Presentations on xeriscape, efficient 
irrigation, and lawn care; displays, door prizes, and a 
raffle for a free February water bill! Info: Susan, 488-
3603, or visit www.donalawater.org.

• D-38 Chess Tournament, Sat., Mar. 5, 8:30 a.m.-
2 p.m., Lewis-Palmer Elementary School, 1315 
Lake Woodmoor Dr., Monument. This free chess 
tournament is open to all D-38 students, K-12. 
Registration begins 8:30 a.m.; the first round starts 
at 9 a.m. There will be four rounds; the tournament 
should end by 2 p.m. Parents may stay or return to the 
school at the end of the tournament. Chess sets will be 
provided. Children may bring their own snacks. Pizza 
and sodas will be available for purchase, with proceeds 
paying for trophies and medals for each student. RSVP 
to Steve Waldmann, Creekside Middle School Chess 
Club Coach, 488-9887 or huskerco@gmail.com, so he 
knows how many trophies and medals to order. 

• High country Home & Garden Beer Brewing 
Seminar, Sat., Mar. 5, 1-3 p.m., 243 Washington St., 
Downtown Monument. Call to reserve: 481-3477.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored 
by local governmental entities and not-for-profit orga-
nizations. We include events that are open to the general 
public and are not religious or self-promotional in nature. 
If space is available, complimentary calendar listings are 
included, when requested, for events advertised in the 
current issue. To have your event listed at no charge in 
Our Community Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send 
the information to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132.
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The Rabbi�s Corner 
The Messiah�Part II  

By Oswald Garagorry 
As discussed in Part I, the ancient sages of Israel 

maintain that our final redemption will have two 
phases, �the long awaited redemption will first bring 
Meshiach Ben Yosef a descendant of Joseph.� Joseph 
was one of Jacob�s sons, in his life history there are 
many events that correspond to the occurrences and 
circumstances in Messiah�s life. In other words, Jo-
seph�s life history is a type of the Messiah�s life his-
tory. If we were to study both individuals side by side 
we may be surprised at the similarity of events in both 
of their lives. 

The examples in the Holy Writings are many; I�ll 
present just ten to stimulate your thinking.  

Joseph�s brothers recognized him, only after they 
were ready and willing to follow the direction given to 
them: �Come closer�, Gen 45:4. And, only after they 
followed his instruction did the sweet reunion take 
place.  

For us as Jews today �come closer� means to put 
all we have heard from traditional Judaism about the 
Messiah on the back burner and praying� study the 
Torah afresh asking YHWH to reveal what is in His 
teaching in the Torah about the Messiah. If we can do 
that, we will have a sweet reunion with 
our Brother too.   

Shalom to you. 
Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi of Aliyah  
Congregation that meets Saturdays,  

10 a.m., at 1691 Woodmoor Dr. 
www.aliyahcongregation.com � (719) 330-2382
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Why advertise 
in OCN?

• OCN is mailed free to ev-OCN is mailed free to ev-OCN
ery resident and business 
in the Tri-Lakes area. We 
put copies of OCN into the OCN into the OCN
hands of those people most 
likely to buy your products or 
services. 

• OCN is a primary source OCN is a primary source OCN
for Tri-Lakes area news. 
Advertising in a credible me-
dium typically rubs off on the 
advertisers in that media.

• OCN takes ads only from OCN takes ads only from OCN
Tri-Lakes area businesses. 
Your ad won’t be competing 
for attention with ads from 
Colorado Springs and Castle 
Rock. 

• OCN’s low ad rates and 
monthly publication sched-
ule help stretch your ad 
budget. OCN has the lowest OCN has the lowest OCN
ad cost per printed copy of 
any local publication. Since 
OCN is a monthly publica-OCN is a monthly publica-OCN
tion, your ad is out there for 
a month—more than four 
times longer than other local 
papers. 

• OCN doesn’t use contracts. 
Our advertisers advertise 
with us because they see ben-
efi t in it, not because they’re 
bound by a contract they 
signed months before.

• You are supporting a good 
thing. Your advertising dol-
lars support a unique all-vol-
unteer, Tri-Lakes-focused, 
nonprofi t effort to present 
factual, comprehensive news 
to all Tri-Lakes area resi-
dents.

And the best reason 
of all: It works!

To see how well OCN ads have OCN ads have OCN
worked for  other businesses, go 
to www.ocn.me/advertise.htm#
testimonials.

For more information 
on advertising, go to 

www.ocn.me/advertise.htm 
or contact John Heiser at 
488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.

Alice�s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate  

Monument Beauty�End of cul-de-sac 
with great views over pine trees. One-
acre private lot. 5 bd. 4 ba. 3-car ga-
rage. Close to I-25 and shopping. For 
lease. 

www.SearchingColoradoSpringsHomes.com  
Call Alice for a Showing Today! 

Alice Sweatman  
719-200-5258

Kissing Camels Beauty�Large town 
home on golf course. Gated community. 
Private sauna complex in the home. 
Awesome Pikes Peak and front range 
views. Now only $650,000.

�If you, or someone you know, are dealing with 
Eldercare or other Caregiver needs, including  
real estate needs, I invite you to use the free 

information and resources found at
www.CaregiversLibrary.org  or   

www.RealEstate.CaregiversLibrary.org.�

For Lease!
Reduced!

Home
Repairs
& Maintenance

For all your 
repair and 

maintenance
needs around 

your home
or office. 

649-6798
Over 20 years experience. 

Licensed & Insured. 

BASEMENT
FINISHING

* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates * 

�Pool Hall� with an open home theater 
�Whether you know exactly what you want 

 or don�t have a clue where to start, I can help.� 
488-9812 John Bailey / Bailey Homes 

Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 
www.BaileyHomesMonument.com 

Don�t Miss Daffodil Days! 
March 4-6

Bring springtime into your home and hope into 
the lives of those in our community who are in need. 

Support Tri Lakes Cares  with  
your donations for daffodils.  

Find the bright blooms at these fine shops and churches.

� Active Care Therapeutics 
� Bella Art and Frame                 
� Bella Casa 
� Bella Vi 
� BeXpressed 
� The Church at Woodmoor 
� Covered Treasures Bookstore 
� Crafty Lane Fabric Boutique and 

Sewing Lounge  
� Create a Memory Studio 
� Expectations Salon and Day Spa 
� Hangers Thrift Shop 
� Heart and Hand Marketplace/ 

The Bead Corner 
� High Country Home and Garden 
� La Casa Fiesta, Mexican Restaurant 
� The Love Shop 
� Luna Hair Studio and Spa 
� Margo�s on the Alley 

� Monument Community Presbyterian 
Church

� Monument Pharmacy 
� Monumental Miniatures and Toys 
� Mountain-Air Salon 
� Nationwide Flooring & Design Center/

Schmallen Home Organization and 
Window Coverings 

� Prickly Pear 
� Purple Mountain Jewelry 
� Retrospect Dry Goods 
� Secret Window Gallery and Floral 

Studio 
� Wisdom Tea House 

A Dollar 
A Daffy 
Donation 
Supports
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