
By David Futey
On April 14, Trustee Bryan Jack ques-
tioned individual trustee approval of con-
tracts under $5,000 for improvements to 
the Lucy Owens building, which houses 
town offices. These small contracts are to 
be paid for from a fund created by a dona-
tion to the town by the late Lucy Owens. 

The Lucy Owens Fund is admin-
istered by the Town Council. The Lucy 
Owens building was paid for by Owens’ 
donation. No tax revenues would be used 
to pay for the improvements and repairs 
that were approved by a single trustee. 

After a lengthy discussion, no action 
was taken by the council to change these 

previously approved small contracts. 
Mayor John Cressman announced 

that Fire Trustee Joe Polonsky had re-
signed from the council. Trustee Dennis 
Stern was excused from this meeting. 
Trustee Bryan Jack also resigned after 
this April 14 council meeting.

By Harriet Halbig
Committee for Political Achievement 
of the District Accountability Advisory 
Committee (DAAC) sponsored a public 
meeting April 6 to inform the community 
about the district’s budget deliberations.
Interim Superintendent Ted Bauman 
(pictured at left) spoke of the district’s 
achievements, including its accreditation 
with distinction, high graduation rate, 
and academic and athletic honors. He 
then made a brief presentation about cuts 
the administration is considering for the 
2011-12 budget.

Lisa Weil of Great Education Colo-
rado (see OCN’s November 2009 issue) 

spoke of education funding throughout 
the state and the necessity for public 
involvement in petitioning for improved 
conditions.

Cori Tanner, DAAC co-chair and 
chair of the Committee of Political 
Achievement, encouraged community 
members to monitor the district’s discus-
sions and become involved in decisions.

Board of Education President John 
Mann and board member Gail Wilson 
also made brief comments.

See page 24 for additional D-38 cov-
erage.

Harriet Halbig can be contacted at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me
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Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 

District Conservation Plan 
Community Meeting

 Wed., May 11, 6-7:30 p.m.
NEPCO Meeting
 Sat., May 14, 10 a.m.-noon. Census 

and Community Survey–an inside 
look at our area and a how-to on 
accessing the data.

Donald Wescott FPD Safety Fair Day 
Sat. May 14, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,

Spirits of Spring Wine and Food 
Tasting & Auction

 Sat., May 14, 5-8 p.m.
Local History Film Festival 
 Sun., May 15, 1-6 p.m. Proceeds 

benefit Tri-Lakes Cares.
El Paso County Begins Phase 2 

of the Hodgen Road Safety 
Improvements, 

 Mon, May 16
Doewood Drive Worksession
 Tue., May 17, 2-5 p.m. BOCC 

worksession on Doewood Drive 
options.

Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive
 Tue., May 17, 3-7 p.m.
2011 Art Hop
 Thu., May 19, 5-8 p.m., historic 

downtown Monument.
Palmer Lake Historical Society 

Meeting: “Women of Douglas 
County” 

 Thu., May 19, 7-9 p.m
Recycle Day
 Sat., May 21, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Hooked on Palmer Lake Kids’ Fishing 

Derby
 Sat., Jun. 4, 8 a.m.-noon. 
Concerts in the Park: Monument Hill 

Brass Quintet
 Wed., Jun. 8, 7-9 p.m. ■

District 38 budget discussed April 6

By David Futey
On April 22 in the newly refurbished 
Lucy Owens Gallery of the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts (TLCA), a reception 
was held for Laurel Peterson Gregory, pic-
tured with one of her bronze works titled 
Tuxedo Hop. Peterson, of Sedalia, uses the 

lost wax process to create her wondrous 
bronze statues. This casting technique 
dates back thousands of years and en-
ables her to achieve outstanding results 
in detail and form. Gregory has taken 
the demanding technique and developed 
a 12-step creation process, ending with 

a 3/8-inch thick, hollow bronze statue. 
Information on Gregory and the process 
is at www.laurelpetersongregory.com. 
Information on TLCA events is posted at 
www.trilakesarts.org.

David Futey can be contacted at 
dfutey@ocn.me.

Artist’s bronze statues displayed

(Continued on page 2)

Palmer Lake Town Council, April 14

Trustee questions town office 
improvements; two trustees resign
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Trustee-approved 
expenditure 
questioned

Jack had questions regard-
ing expenditures for im-
provements in the town of-
fi ces, landscaping around 
the offi ces and Town Hall, 
and pay raises for staff. 

Cressman said his con-
struction fi rm was hired by 
Town Clerk Pro-tem Tara 
Berreth to remodel the 
town offi ces. The improve-
ments included creating 
a reception area, opening 
up a corner offi ce, and 
creating a new conference 
room. Cressman said the 
costs included a building 
permit, HVAC, electrical, 
and communication work, 
with the total cost under 
$5,000. 

Jack asked Roads Su-
pervisor Bob Radosevich 
about the drainage in front 
of the library and the land-
scaping in front of Town 
Hall. A bid of $4,307 was 
received from Oasis Land-

scaping for both projects. 
The bid was approved 
by Parks and Recreation 
Trustee Gary Coleman. 

Jack said he was 
concerned that $11,090 
in expenses was autho-
rized and unanticipated. 
Jack said that the changes 
“look great” but they were 
“not necessary.” He said 
it seemed that none of the 
upgrades were planned. 
He brought up the Citizens 
Survey, which showed 
other priorities ahead of 
these recent projects. He 
was concerned about the 
prioritization of the proj-
ects.

Jack also had con-
cerns about the raises, 
when compared with 
similar municipalities. He 
said that most town staff 
salaries are “in align-
ment” with these other 
municipalities. Jack said 
only the Police Depart-
ment was “signifi cantly 
below” minimum market 
averages, with positions 
$2,000 to $6,000 below 

the average. 
Cressman said that 

Administrative Clerk 
Kathy Van Tuinen’s $1 
per hour raise was unani-
mously approved at the 
March council meeting. 
Cressman spoke on behalf 
of the raise. 

Trustee Nikki Mc-
Donald said the Lucy Ow-
ens Fund was used for the 
renovations and it can only 
be used for town building 
renovation. The fund con-
tained $36,000 for town 
building maintenance. 
Landscaping improve-
ments outside the Town 
Hall came from Coleman’s 
Park and Recreation ac-
count. 

However, money 
from the Lucy Owens 
Fund has been approved 
by the council in the past 
for the 2010 Potato Bake 
Fine Arts Festival, the 
Tri-Lakes Health Advo-
cacy Partnership in 2007, 
purchase of an automated 
external defi brillator for 
the Palmer Lake Volun-
teer Fire Department, and 
donations to the Tri-Lakes 
Senior Alliance. 

Berreth said Van 
Tuinen’s raise refl ected an 
increase in duties listed in 
her job description. Ber-
reth has also assumed in-
creased job responsibility 
because Della Gray’s posi-
tion was eliminated after 
her death. She stated that 
she wanted “to get all the 
(town) employees money” 
when asking for Van Tuin-
en’s raise in January. 

Regarding the im-
provements, Berreth said 
the Lucy Owens Fund ad-
dressed a recommendation 
from the council to “get the 
offi ce under control” and 
the addition of a counter 
prevents “people touching 
Kathy’s desk” where pay-
ments and other important 
items are placed. 

Berreth said that if a 
proposal or bid is under 
$5,000, the procedure is to 
make a request to the ap-
propriate trustee. She said 
the council should change 

OVER 2300 SQ. FT RANCHER ON 6.39 
ACRES! Like new condition, 4 bd, 2 
ba, light and bright, wood-burning 
fireplace, master suite with 5 pc mas-
ter bath, large kitchen with island,  
pantry and much more! D-38. A fabu-
lous buy at only $205,000.

THE BEST OF WOODMOOR! Totally 
upgraded home with views of Pikes 
Peak! 5 br, 3.5 ba. Gourmet kitchen, 
hardwood floors, solarium,  formal 
living and dining rooms, large family 
room, finished basement, 3-car ga-
rage. Only $398,500!

LOOKING FOR LAND? LOOK AT THESE GREAT LOTS!

UNSURPASSED VIEWS OF PIKES PEAK
AND AFA! Over 3700 sq. ft., open 
concept, large decks, cook�s dream 
kitchen, main-level master with 5 pc. 
bath, radiant heat, .63-acre corner lot 
with trees, 3-car garage, attached RV 
garage!! Best buy at only $450,000!

WONDERFUL WALK-OUT RANCHER
CLOSE TO SHOPPING! 3 br, 2.5 ba. 
New windows, doors, trim, and paint. 
Trex decks, remodeled baths with 
custom tile, hardwood floors, gourmet 
kitchen. Large, landscaped lot backs 
to open space! Only $275,000!

MAIN-LEVEL LIVING TOWNHOME IN
MONUMENT! 2 br, 2 ba, 1-car garage. 
End unit on quiet corner lot. Mountain 
and Peak views. Like-new. Only 
$165,000. More townhomes available 
in Monument and Gleneagle starting 
at $90K. Great financing available! 

WALK-OUT RANCHER ON OVER 5 
ACRES! Mountain views! Over 4000 
sq. ft finished. 4 br, 3 ba. Gourmet 
kitchen. Hardwood floors. 3-car at-
tached garage. 3000 sq. ft. barn/
shop/RV garage! Zoned for horses. 
NO COVENANTS! Only $465,000!

Sold in 3 days!

FABULOUS LOT IN HAWK-
RIDGE! Trees, privacy, and 
great views from this corner 
lot! Over 3 acres. Easy 
build. Should take walk-out. 
Well and septic required. 
Area of estate homes. D38. 
Only $225,000!

2.56-ACRE LOT IN BENT
TREE! Great southern 
exposure on this wooded lot 
located on a quiet street. 
Easy build. Should take 
walk-out basement. One of 
the few lots left in this estate 
area. Only $209,000!

BEST LOT IN WISSLER
RANCH! Over 3-acre corner 
lot with pines and meadow! 
Close to community park, 
quiet street, area of $1M 
homes, will take walk-out. 
Soil tests done. OWNER WILL
CARRY. Only $179,900!

2.50 ACRES ON WEST
SIDE! Pines, scrub oak and 
more! Fabulous mountain 
and city views. Zoned for 
horses. Modulars and 
outbuildings OK. Close to 
national forest. OWNER WILL
CARRY. Reduced to $79,000!

Just Listed!

Under Contract

Under Contract

in 26 days! Just Listed!

Just Listed!

PALMER LAKE (Cont. from 1)
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Next Gold Party 5/21 10am-5pm 
INSTANT CASH for your unwanted gold 

SHOP SMART 
SHOP CONSIGNMENT 

Name brands for less than discount store prices 

Clip and save through May 
15% OFF ON ANY ONE ITEM  

(Does not include items marked down 80%)

Currently taking Spring/Summer 

New consignors call for an appointment today 

Located in Monument behind Rosie�s Diner 

719-484-0300 
www.twotimers.net  

Two Timers 
                Fine Consign 
          Women�s, Children�s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 
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that amount if they feel it is too 
high. Berreth also said she has 
three proposals ready to address 
salaries for all town staff, and 
she is waiting to offer them to 
the council. She ended by saying 
that town staff “morale is low, 
it’s horrible.” 

Jack again stated his concern 
regarding project prioritization 
because the town office is one of 
the newer buildings, and the fire 
station and police building need 
renovation. Jack said he does not 
want to spend any money that 
is not budgeted. Cressman said 
that town office building is “the 
business end of the town, where 
everything is directed from” and 
that the renovations “will make 
the town more efficient.” 

Business licenses 
Council voted on each of the 
following business licenses 
separately:
• By unanimous 

decision, the council 
approved Reelstreet 
Productions, owned 
by Mitchell Davis and 
located at 759 Hilltop 
Road. Davis is a 
freelance photographer 
and videographer. He 
said he does not have 
a storefront and wanted 
to have a business in 
name for customer 
payment purposes. 

• By unanimous 
decision, the council 
approved My Dinah, 
owned by Judy Lively, 
with the condition that 
the applicant returns 
for a follow-up hearing 
once a location for the 
business is identified. 

This is a mobile retail 
food sales business. Jack 
expressed concern about 
the hours of operation 
and the lack of a location. 
The location would have 
to be zoned commercial. 
Cressman said it cannot be 
permanently parked and still 
be considered mobile by the 
license. 

• By unanimous decision, the 
council approved Garden 
of Infinite Vitality owned 
by Kelli Rose and Suzy 
West. The business is 
located at 835A Highway 
105. This is a holistic 
business with offerings such 
as acupuncture, Pilates, 
massage therapy, and yoga. 

Council reports
Cressman read the Colorado 
House Joint Resolution 11-1012 
concerning the renaming of a 

portion of Highway 105 after 
Master Sgt. William J. Crawford. 
The designated portion, from 
the “intersection of State High-
way 105 and County Line Road 
north of Palmer Lake to just 
east of Monument Town Hall 
in Monument” will be renamed 
the “Medal of Honor Master Sgt. 
William J. Crawford Highway.” 
The Colorado Department of 
Transportation will make a 
request to the El Paso County 
Commissioners to help fund the 
cost of the signage. 
Parks and Recreation: Trustee 
Coleman reported that the Palmer 
Lake Arts and Community Event 
(PLACE), which was held last 
September in conjunction with 
the town and Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts, will not occur this 
fall. Coleman said plans for this 
summer’s Chautauqua are being 
organized by the Palmer Lake 
Historical Society.
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COmedwg 

� NCA Accredited, State Licensed 
� Dedicated to Catholic Values 
� Financial Aid Available 
� Full Day & Half Day Preschool 

� Core Knowledge Curriculum 
� Everyday Math 
� Highly Qualified Teachers 
� Limited Class Size 

      Call or visit to enroll
Mary Hoffmann 

Principal 
Fr. Don Brownstein 

Pastor

719-481-1855
124 First Street, Monument 

www.ucsppr.org
Come and visit a school where school spirit means more than a mascot. 

NOW ENROLLING
FOR 2011-2012

PRESCHOOL THROUGH 6TH GRADE

Complete service 
comes to you! 

(719) 487-9119
service@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,  
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing, 
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts 
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes 

& Lighting, and more... 
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During Coleman’s report, Sylvia Amos, owner of 
Palmer Lake Country Store, spoke about the Pikes Peak 
Urban Gardens Grant. Through the grant, materials such 
as seeds and wood will be provided to make garden beds 
along with training in the development of a community 
garden. 

Amos said there needs to be a way to determine what 
can be grown in Palmer Lake and that a location for the 
garden needs to be identified. She said, “This could be an 
option for people in the community to grow vegetables.” 
In the discussion it was mentioned that a community 
garden was identified in the community master plan. The 
council will review the grant before committing to it. 
Information on the Pikes Peak Urban Gardens is at http:
//www.ppugardens.org/.

Jack provided the council with an update on the 
Trails and Open Space Coalition resolution. The coalition 

is seeking a tax that will assist with parks maintenance. 
The 0.2 percent tax is proportional to population based 
on the census. Cressman said that smaller communities 
might get access to a “little more money” given the way 
the resolution is written. In the past, Colorado Springs has 
received the vast majority of funding. Cressman request-
ed that the council review the resolution before proceed-
ing with a vote on it at next month’s council meeting. 

Berreth said that the town acquired the park area 
adjacent to the east side of the lake from the county and 
is now responsible for the daily cleaning of the Santa Fe 
Trailhead bathroom. The town presently has only one 
staff person available for the cleaning, and the bathroom 
is available April through October. Berreth sought sug-
gestions from the council on how to proceed with the 
cleaning. 

She suggested options such as paying overtime for 
the town staff responsible for the cleaning, using volun-
teers or perhaps a community group. A solution was not 
determined. Fees for renting the pavilion might assist 
with paying for the cleaning. Berreth said a fee structure 
needs to be set up for the pavilion, and the town is waiting 
for information from the county on its fees. 
Police Department: During Trustee Nikki McDonald’s 
report, Police Chief Kieth Moreland presented Evidence 
and Records Technician Mark Orist with the Palmer Lake 
Distinguished Service Award for his efforts in property 
management and other services to the department. Orist 
resigned from the department for a position in Denver. 
Water: Trustee Max Stafford presented a water conserva-
tion ordinance for council’s review. His primary recom-
mendations were:

• Odd-numbered building addresses would be 
permitted to water landscapes on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays.

• Even-numbered building addresses would be 
permitted to use water for watering landscapes on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 

• Watering would be allowed only from 6 p.m. to 10 
a.m.

Stafford said it is time the community “steps up” to be-
come a responsible water user and noted that Monument 
is considering a similar resolution.
Fire Department: Cressman read the fire report. He 
stated the town is looking for a replacement for Polonsky 
as fire trustee, and the town needs the vacancy filled. 
McDonald asked Berreth to get examples of fire chief job 
descriptions from other departments. The fire chief posi-
tion has been unfilled since November. 
Roads: In response to a council request at the March 
meeting, Roads Supervisor Bob Radosevich proceeded 
to get information from a variety of sources regarding 
the railroad “Quiet Zone.” He is presently awaiting a re-
sponse from Union Pacific officials. 

Radosevich also recommended that El Paso County 
Park personnel perform monthly safety inspections on the 
playground equipment located on the east side of the lake. 
In exchange for their time, the town will pay for water 
use. 

Radosevich presented the council with information 
on highway sign changes as mandated by the Federal 
Highway Administration. He said 35 mph or higher speed 
limit signs will need to be 9 inches in height. Regulatory 
signs, such as stop and yield signs, need to be replaced by 
2015 and will cost approximately $11,000. 

By 2018, street signs must be replaced with 6-inch 
letters on 9-inch signs. The town is required to have a sign 
replacement plan in place by 2012. The Colorado Springs 
Transportation Department might assist the town with the 
manufacturing of the signs and charge at their cost. 

By unanimous decision, the council passed an ordi-
nance vacating a portion of Clarence Street. The vacation 
was previously approved by the Planning Commission. 

Jack said the town’s accountant has forwarded a 
sample request-for-proposal document to use in seeking 
a new auditor for the 2011 town audit. 

The town increased the annual lease fee for the Palm-
er Lake Sports Riders’ use of town land on County Line 
Road to $2,000. Town Attorney Larry Gaddis needs an 
updated contract from the staff to review before making a 

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning. 
Now accepting  
new students. 

Call Pam Brunson            646-2791
www.pianobypam.com

Family Horse Boarding
For 1-2 geldings or mares on 12-acre family horse property. 

Barn, tack room, corral, arena, pasture & trailer parking. 
Grass hay fed. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter.

Call Rick at 481-6660

ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST
On-Site Tailoring 

10% OFF
ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of 
drop-off. Prepayment required. 
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Expires 5/31/11.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road 

By King Soopers 
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm 

Sat. 8 am - 4 pm 
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Suite A in the West End Center 
755 Hwy. 105  (3/4 mile west of Monument Safeway) 

Yoga
Pathways
Studio

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com
Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858 

Check our website for our
daily class schedule and info  

about our upcoming workshops! 

 
 

 THE TRI-LAKES PC GUY CAN HELP! 

719.660.5632 
MICHAEL BROUSSARD 

TRILAKESPCGUY@COMCAST.NET WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/TRILAKESPCGUY 

NEED A COMPUTER BUT DON’T KNOW WHERE TO START? 
HAVE A COMPUTER BUT DON’T KNOW HOW TO USE IT? 

COMPUTER CONSULTATION/RECOMMENDATION SERVICES 
COMPUTER SETUP AND TRAINING IN YOUR HOME  
SOFTWARE INSTALLATION  
FRIENDLY SERVICE 

Offer good through 5/31/11. Call for info. 

Great Summer Great Summer 
Programs for Kids!Programs for Kids!

www.beadcorneronline.com 

20% OFF
Program registration

3 fun-filled "themed" weeks, 
plus 2-part Teen & Tween 
sessions are planned all 
summer long for sewers  

aged 10-15.  
Call or stop by for detailed 
information, pricing, and 

availability.  

273 Washington St. 
Old Town 
Monument 

(719) 375-3961

Create A Memory Studio
Summer Camp fun in so many choices

� Garden Week 
� Sports Week 
� Princess Week 
� Planes, Trains & Autos Week 
� Sea Life Week 
� Little Critters Week  
� Knitting Week 
� Crochet Week 

Please go to web site for details 
www.createamemorystudio.com

(719) 488-0889 
245 Jefferson St. 

Old Town Monument 

Monument—Your Crafting Headquarters • Summer Crafts for Kids!
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recommendation to the council for approval. 
Historical Society drainage issue

The council tabled a bid to improve drainage around the 
library building until further information is received. 
The town received a bid from Oasis Landscaping to im-
prove the drainage around the library building, where the 
Palmer Lake Historical Society resides in the basement. 
The building has periodic flooding due to grading and 
other issues. 

The Oasis bid of $3,479 covered only the building 
of a retaining wall and landscaping around the building. 
Other improvements, such as changes to the parking lot, 
would be required to fully address the flooding. Cress-
man said larger drainage catches are needed at the base 
of a ramp. 

In a related discussion about the library building, 
McDonald said the contract with the Pikes Peak Library 
District should be reviewed, because it has not changed 
since originally accepted in1982. Recently the library 
paid for the ramp renovation, and the town paid for a new 
roof. The town might seek rent from the library to help 
defray maintenance costs. The library presently only pays 
for half the utilities, which amounts to $2,400 a year. 

Jack and Historical Society President Phyllis Bonser 
said the library would leave if it were charged rent. Jack 
said the council would seek a nominal amount. The coun-
cil recognized the importance of the library to the Palmer 
Lake community. 

Al Walter, vice president of the Historical Society, 
suggested that council table the proposal so that the group 
can speak with Radosevich to ensure all issues are ad-
dressed and that other bids should be secured. 

Public input
The owners of Herbal Outfitter, an appointment-only 
medical marijuana center and grow facility, requested a 
second business license so that the town can realize tax 
revenue from the business. At this time, tax revenue from 
this business goes to Douglas County, because that is the 
location of the point of sale. Jack pointed out that this is 
the only medical marijuana facility that the “town has not 
had an issue with.” The owners will need to apply for the 
business license, and it can be put on the agenda for May. 

This brought up a discussion about the lack of tax 

receipts from the medical marijuana businesses in town. 
Berreth said she has received only $12 in tax from the 
state in the last three months related to these businesses. 
She has contacted the state to determine why the amount 
is so low but has not received a response. There could be a 
problem with the tax coding. Berreth will contact the lo-
cal business owners and inform them of the situation. 

Historical Society seeks funding
Bonser presented the town with a copy of Communities 
of the Palmer Divide. The book, published in March, 
provides a historical overview of the area. The Historical 
Society will give a presentation about the book at the May 
council meeting. 

Walter appealed to the town for funding for the 
Historical Society, saying that he thought some funding 
might be available in May. Walter said the group has 
reached out to other communities and organizations to 
broaden the understanding of it and its efforts, along with 
promoting Palmer Lake. The group has held events, such 
as a Pow-wow in July and Chautauqua in August, that 
draw people to Palmer Lake. 

The Historical Society also has representation at var-
ious events in other communities where it promotes itself 
and Palmer Lake. Walter asked the council to consider 
these efforts when deliberating over funding and that any 
funding for the society “would be greatly appreciated.”

Society member Rogers Davis informed the council 
that the group will be repairing the jailhouse with an ep-
oxy-based filling. 

The meeting ended at 9:02 p.m. 

**********
The next regular council meeting will be May 12 at 7 p.m. 
in Town Hall. Information: www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us or 
call 481-2953. 

David Futey can be reached at dfutey@ocn.me.

For all your 
plumbing 

needs

Plumbing, LLC  
Shawn Heer, Principal

719.633-6948 (ofc)

719.351.3573 (cell)

Mention this ad for 15% OFF labor!

   Lessons 
*Year Round 
*Group, Private 
*Ages 7 - Adult 
*Western, English   
       *Dressage

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH

481-4360~~http://ppra.biz~~ride@ppra.biz 

*CHA Certified* 
Instructor

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team  

For complete information on 
these properties, visit  

www.andyellis.remax.com

Email: andyellis@remax.net

Ready, Willing, and 
Able to Handle All Your 

Real Estate Needs!

Colorado Springs, Monument 
Palmer Lake, Gleneagle 
Black Forest, Woodmoor 

5462 Bestwood 
Drive, Larkspur�
10 minutes from 
the Town of Monu-
ment but world's 
away in ambiance. 

Two homes and a huge barn on over 36 acres of horse property with 
wonderful Pikes Peak views, rock outcroppings and trees. A thriving 
tree nursery business goes with the property. Adjacent 35 acres also 
available. List price $995,000.

Please see the virtual tour at www.listingsmagic.com/30247.

17535 Chipped 
A r r o w  W a y , 
W o o d m o o r �
Stunning updated 
custom home. 
Incredible Pikes 

Peak views. New: Granite, slate floors, maple cabinets, stainless 
steel appliances, double ovens, walnut plank floors, carpet, and im-
pressive stonework on floor to ceiling fireplace. List price $500,000.

Please see the virtual tour at www.listingsmagic.com/29042.

Reduced!

Pikes Peak Views

5 acres on Estates 
C i r c l e  w i t h 
mountain views. 
Newer  cus tom 
home with great 
shop/outbui lding. 
No covenants. Call 
for details. 

Coming soon!

Marty Christensen 
Chartercraft Homes, Inc. 
(719) 481-9706 or (719) 499-9984 
Licensed and insured

� New construction 
� Remodeling 
� Basement finishing 

� Additions 
� Decks
� RV garages 

Home Construction and Remodeling

Drywall Work
Remodels, Basements, Repairs. 30 yr. exp.

Call Gerry at 481-4497
Auditions 

THE CRUCIBLE
By Arthur Miller. Directed by Karen Hamer.

June 5 in Colorado Springs
By appointment. Actors teens thru adults. 

www.tinroof-productions.com
trpauditions@gmail.com or (719) 331-8559.

Theapeutic Massage Therapy
14960 Woodcarver Road. The clinic is on the west side of  
I-25. Exit I-25 west on Baptist Road. Turn left (south)  

on Woodcarver to 14960 (Green building). 

Theapeutic Massage Therapy offers:  
� Soft tissue treatment�I�ve had massages around the 

world. Thea, you are the best.�S.B., USAF pilot 
� Sports massage specialist 
� Therapeutic Flax seed-filled pillows 
� Workshops, walking groups (Talk and Tennies), 

health and wellness discussion groups. 
�              insurance health care provider. 

Althea (Thea) Smith, MS, RMT, RA  
(719) 488-2250 or 481-4877 x100   

Enjoy a relaxing massage.
$10 OFF Swedish and Deep Tissue Massage!

Limit one per customer. Good through 4/30/11.
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Santa Fe Trail Jewelry 
125 Second St., Historic Downtown Monument
TrollbeadsTrail.com                  (719) 481-0250

DR. NORMA LONGO & 
ASSOCIATES

DENTISTRY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

�719-481-6788 �   
�15435 Gleneagle Dr. Suite 200 �  
�Colorado Springs, CO 80921�   

www.longoandassoc.com  

As a service to our community, we are  
happy to offer FREE dental exams & 
x-rays. As well as FREE orthodontic,  

surgical & implant consultations.
Saturday by appointment only.  

Offer expires 5/31/11. 
CALL TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

�Dr. Norma Longo �Dr. Paul Hastings �Dr. Kelly Halligan 
�Dr. Mari Hull �Dr. Kerri Font  

�Dr. Chad Watts �Dr. Rebecca Facy 
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By Jim Kendrick
On April 4, the members of the Lewis-Palmer High 

School hockey team were hon-
ored by Mayor Travis Easton, 
who read a Board of Trustees 
proclamation that declared April 
4 to be “Rangers Hockey Day.” 
It listed the various aspects of 
teamwork that culminated with 
the team participating in the 
last three state final games and 
winning the last two state cham-
pionships. 

Coach Steve Fillo stated 
that his players have a remark-
able achievement that they 
would remember for the rest 
of their lives and that their 
achievements would “never be 
replicated.” Fillo presented a 
team puck to Mayor Easton. 
Easton then presented a framed 
copy of the proclamation and a 
town plaque to the team’s cap-
tains as their proud parents and 

school coaching staff looked on from the standing-room-
only crowd in the Town Hall meeting room. There was a 
brief recess while the trustees and staff individually con-
gratulated the players and their parents and coaches.

Trustee Gail Drumm did not attend the meeting. 
Trustees’ comments

Easton thanked Town Manager Cathy Green, Town 
Treasurer Pamela Smith, Public Works Director Rich 
Landreth, and Director of Development Services Tom 
Kassawara for all the free management services that they 
have provided for about two years to the Triview Metro-
politan District, through Monument taxpayers. 
Background: Triview pays the town a fixed yearly fee 
for town Public Works Department hourly employees 
to operate and maintain Triview’s infrastructure. This 
has typically not covered total town costs for providing 
water/sewer utility service and roads and park mainte-
nance. Triview also pays the town for the full-time ser-
vices of an hourly administrative employee who works 
with district utilities. Triview recently hired Mark Car-
mel, a Pueblo resident, for six months to perform some 
district management duties on a part-time basis. 

Easton also stated that the long-running negotiations 
with the Triview board to have the metro district pay the 
town something for these still-free department head man-
agement services are continuing. 

Trustee Rick Squires passed out pictures of disposal 
bins that could be provided by Waste Management for 
recycling glass, plastic, cardboard, and newspapers. He 
proposed having the town place a bin in the cul-de-sac 
east of Highway 105 between the Arby’s and Conoco 
buildings and on the east Jackson Creek Parkway by the 

Piano Lessons By Becky  
� 37 years of teaching experience 
� Bachelors of Arts in Music 
� King�s Deer area 
� First Lesson is FREE! 

Call 559-3837 

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Bud Gerathy

Monument Board of Trustees, April 4

LP hockey team honored for state championship

655 E. Highway 105, Monument� 
Beautiful custom home, 5 bd, 5 ba, 
5-car, huge rooms, 2.5 acres. Sits 

back off the road for privacy.
$550,000. For info,  

call Jenn at 447-7641.

2308 Shoshone Valley Trl, Monu-
ment�Beautiful Santa Fe Trails 
home. Move-in ready. 5 bd, 4 ba,  

3-car, 2604 sq. ft., family room, rec. 
room, eat-in kitchen. $269,900. For 
info, photos TEXT R2174 to 85377.

Top Selling Agent 
New Homes*Lots*Resale*Repo�s 

Open House May 7, 1-4

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS
Ages: 8-13 Years Old
Cost: $125 - Members / $155 - Non-Members  
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SWIM LESSONS/SWIM TEAM
Ages: 3 + Years Old
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TRI-LAKES YMCA

www.ppymca.org

Cleaning Services 
Homes � Move Outs � Move Ins 
Weekly � Bi-Weekly � Monthly 

Free Estimates � Local References
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area for 12 Years

495-1798
Rocky Forry                      Sharon Forry 
Pager 386-1814              Pager 386-9117 

Because we�re not NEW,
we know what to DO!

Above: The members of the Lewis-Palmer High School state championship 
hockey team. At the front (L to R) are trustees Tommie Plank and Rafael 
Dominguez, Mayor Travis Easton, and coach Steve Fillo. At the April 4 
Board of Trustees meeting, Easton read a proclamation hailing the teams 
success. Photo by Jim Kendrick. 
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electrical substation north of the Leather 
Chaps interchange. 

Trustee Jeff Kaiser noted that the 
Baptist Road Rural Transportation 
Authority (BRRTA) staff had reported 
on April 1 that BRRTA’s sales tax rev-
enue was up 30 percent for the past 12 
months. 

Invited guest speaker
Trustee Rafael Dominguez introduced 
his commercial real estate broker, Brad 
Bird of CB Richard Ellis Inc. in Denver. 
Dominguez invited Bird to speak to the 
board on local commercial property tax 
issues. Bird is currently the commercial 
broker for the former Carl’s Jr. fast food 
restaurant in the Monument Marketplace 
shopping center and also in the Triview 
Metropolitan District. 

Bird reported that in 2010 commer-
cial property in Monument and Triview 
was subject to the following mill rates:
• El Paso County – 0.007387
• El Paso County Road & Bridge 

Share – 0.000165
• Town of Monument – 0.006289
• El Paso County-Monument Road 

and Bridge Share – 0.000165
• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 

– 0.050324 
• Pikes Peak Library District 

– 0.003556
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STORE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY 10 AM - 8 PM � SATURDAY 10 AM - 6 PM � SUNDAY 11 AM - 5 PM 

NOW OPEN IN 
MONUMENT! 

1785 LAKE 
WOODMOOR DRIVE 

5/31/11. 
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• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
District – 0.0085

• Baptist Road Rural 
Transportation Authority 
– 0 

• Triview Metropolitan 
District – 0.035

• El Paso County TABOR 
Refund – 0

• Total Mill Levy in Triview 
– 0.111386

Every commercial property in 
Triview is subject to an 11.1386 
percent property tax on the 
assessed value, and 11.1031 
percent outside of Triview. For 
commercial property, the as-
sessment rate is currently 29 
percent of the market value es-
timated by the county assessor. 
The assessment rate for residen-
tial property is 7 percent. 

Bird said that on average 
this total Triview mill levy is 
nearly 1 1/2 times the mill levy 
of equal or similar properties in 
the greater Colorado Springs 
area, and the tax per square 

foot on a building is sometimes 
three times the amount. Bird 
made five specific comparisons 
of three Triview tax-related 
business expenses (taxes per 
square foot, assessed value, and 
total mill levy) and the average 
rate of these same three factors 
for similar stores in Colorado 
Springs:
Carl’s Jr.: Taxes per square 
foot—$13.32 vs. $4.31, or 
209 percent higher. Assessed 
value—84 percent higher. Mill 
levy—69 percent higher.
McDonald’s (Baptist Road): 
Taxes per square foot—$12.26 
vs. $4.71, or 160 percent higher. 
Assessed value—35 percent 
higher. Mill levy—69 percent 
higher.
Walmart: Taxes per square 
foot—$1.86 vs. $1.40, or 33 per-
cent higher. Assessed value—1 
percent lower. Mill levy—49 
percent higher.
Home Depot: Taxes per square 
foot—$1.93 vs. $1.49, or 30 per-

cent higher. Assessed val-
ue—22 percent lower. Mill 
levy—41 percent higher. 
Kohl’s: Taxes per square 
foot—$1.78 vs. $0.90, or 
99 percent higher. Assessed 
value—4 percent higher. 
Mill levy—91 percent 
higher.

Some of the other points 
that Bird made were: 
• Unfortunately, I have 
seen the property taxes in 
Monument deter a plethora 
of businesses from opening 
their doors in the area. Most 
of his customers laugh at 

Monument tax rates and 
look in other areas for 
possible development 
locations. 

• I hope that this information 
will equip and motivate the 
Board of Trustees to set in 
motion the conversations 
and actions needed to 
ultimately change the 
tax structure, improve 
the business climate, 
and promote growth and 
strength of existing and 
potential businesses in 
Monument and the Tri-
Lakes area.

• “The Triview mill levy is 
huge.” 

• The District 38 mill levy 
is 20 to 30 percent higher 
than other county school 
districts. 

• The Tri-Lakes fire mill 
levy is also high. 

• Local Monument property 
taxes are particularly high 
and disproportionate in 
comparison to other local 
property taxes.

• Assessed values are 
on average 20 percent 
higher than comparative 
properties of similar age 
and use.

• The mill levy is on average 
64 percent higher than 
comparative properties of 
similar age and use.

• The per square foot (PSF) 
tax on commercial property 
in Monument is on average 
106 percent (over double) 

(Continued on page 10)
1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 801321860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School

 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

(719) 488-3737
www.hamulaorthodontics.com

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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• Complimentary Exams

• Clear Braces, Invisalign & 
Self Ligating Brackets

• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & 
Adults

• Extended Office Hours

• Flexible Payment Plans

Pi
an

o Performance and Instruction

Gina Forero
B.M., M.S.

The Julliard School 
New York, NY

Beginner to 
Advanced

(719) 337-7742
ginaforeropianostudio@yahoo.com

www.ginaforeropiano.com

Give the gift 
of  music 

with a gift 
certificate

341 Front Street � Downtown Monument  
(719) 488-2300 � Now Tues.-Sat. 9-5! 

*$10 min. purchase. One coupon per visit.

OFF entire purchase*

Excludes BOGO items. Good thru 5/31/11.

Support  
Tri-Lakes Cares!

20% 
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the average PSF tax rate for 
comparative properties of 
similar age and use.

• In this real-world example, 
the Carl’s Jr. in Monument 
would be required to 
sell nearly 4,200 more 

meals each year to remain 
competitive with the Garden 
of the God’s store— just 
to cover the local property 
taxes. 

• This impact is not limited 
to fast food; it applies to all 
businesses competing in the 
market that are subject to the 
“astonishing” Monument 
property taxes—a high-
tax, non-business- friendly 
environment.

• Taxes not only represent an 
expense, they also represent 
the cooperativeness of the 
local government and the 
health of the local economy. 
If the taxes are too high, the 
government is considered 
“unfriendly” and represents 
unknown obstacles.

• Parker, Greenwood Village, 
and the Denver Tech Center 
“exploded overnight” 
because of much lower taxes 
than downtown Denver. 

Green noted that all of the 
properties Bird analyzed are in 
Triview, and he should make 
this presentation to the Triview 
board. The Triview mill levy 
cannot go down due to the high 
Triview bond debt. Most of the 
town’s revenue comes from sales 
tax rather than property tax. 

PPRTA membership 
discussed

Kassawara led a lengthy tech-
nical discussion regarding the 
board proposing a November 
2012 ballot issue to join Pikes 
Peak Regional Transportation 
Authority (PPRTA.) Monument 
did not join PPRTA when it was 
created a few years ago. The east 
side of Monument has been in 
Baptist Road Rural Transpor-
tation Authority (BRRTA.) It 
appeared that the revenue that 
might come to Monument from 
PPRTA would depend on total 
population, but the town would 
only experience a 1 percent 
tax increase for PPRTA on the 
west side of I-25, leading to a 
net “profit” from joining until 
BRRTA is dissolved. 

Because of the high number 
of ambiguities and uncertain-
ties about the actual process of 
joining PPRTA, participation in 
capital projects after the next 
10-year PPRTA election, future 
withdrawal from PPRTA mem-

bership, and other matters, the 
board directed Kassawara to in-
vite Rick Sonnenberg, the Pikes 
Peak Area Council of Govern-
ments’ PPRTA project director, 
to answer board questions at a 
future board meeting. 

Financial matters
The board unanimously ap-
proved an annual liquor license 
renewal for the Columbine Gar-
den Restaurant, 481 Highway 
105, #201. 

The board unanimously 
approved four payments over 
$5,000:
• $25,378 to CIRSA Insurance 

for second quarter worker’s 
comp insurance

• $13,577 to CIRSA Insurance 
for second quarter liability 
insurance

• $12,285 to Level 3 
Communications for work 

performed in the Third 
Street Project

• $9,218 to Water Matters 
for the second payment for 
creation of a town water 
conservation plan. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved the January and February 
2011 financial reports presented 
by Smith at the March 21 board 
meeting but continued to this 
meeting. 

Staff reports 
Green reported that four draft 
intergovernmental agreements 
had been passed to Carmel for a 
Triview board vote. 

Green stated that she had 
asked the Colorado Department 
of Transportation (CDOT) to 
allow the town to annex the 
CDOT county parking lot on 
the northwest corner of the I-25 
Monument exit so that the staff 
can regulate the Coffee Caboose 
business on this county property. 
However, the Caboose has gone 
out of business and is no longer 
on this lot. CDOT has offered 
to sell the lot to the town. There 
was board consensus that the 
CDOT lot should be annexed. 

Green noted that the town’s 
Big Plant landscaping event was 
scheduled for May 28. Kaiser has 
arranged for about 350 volunteers 
from two churches to plant flow-
er beds on Third Street, create a 
bocce ball field and complete the 
community gardens in Lavallette 
Park, and prepare the town cem-
etery for Memorial Day. 

The town will hold a clean-
up day on May 21 to complement 
the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce recycling day. 

Landreth discussed his un-
happiness with an article in the 
April 2 issue of OCN about turn-
ing off caustic soda injection in 
the town’s drinking water at the 
Second Street Water Treatment 
Plant. The story, coverage of the 
March 8 Joint Use Committee 
meeting, appeared on page 8; see: 
www.ocn.me/v11n4.htm#juc

Landreth made the follow-
ing statement:
 “I just wanted to address an 

article in the OCN .… It had 
some erroneous information. 
I just wanted to set the record 
straight. This is regarding 
a corrosion control system 
that was installed at one of 
our water plants. The article 
was basically saying that 
the Town of Monument was 
blowing off the Monument 
Sanitation District, and that 
is absolutely false. 

  “One of the big things it 
said was that the equipment 
was installed improperly, 
and that’s absolutely false. 
It was not installed the way 
it was presented originally 
in the drawings by GMS, 
the engineer for the project. 
But we always consulted 
with them. We did not make 
any unilateral decision 
by ourselves. We always 
communicated with them. 

  “And contrary to the 
story, we always consulted 
with the director, Mike 
Wicklund. And so those 
were absolutely false and 

I just wanted to make sure 
everybody understands that. 

  “Secondly, this is a 
problem that the sanitation 
district has. I don’t want 
anybody to think that we 
have a problem with copper 
in town. We test every three 
years per state regulations 
and we’re well below copper 
levels for drinking water. 
That doesn’t mean that there 
is not a problem with copper 
in the water once it gets to 
the wastewater plant and 
that we shouldn’t help the 
sanitation district. 

  “The other thing that 
the story kind of pointed 
toward was that we just kind 
of blew off and didn’t use the 
system, which is absolutely 
false again. We ran the 
system for over a year and 
we collected our own data. 
We saw no difference in any 
kind of readings we did in 
copper levels. In particular, 
pH never changed because 
ultimately that’s what we’re 
trying to do. I communicated 
with them, and maybe there 
I should have communicated 
more with them regarding 
this …. 

  “Our feeling is that 
the reason this didn’t work 
is because … we have 
five places where water is 
coming into the system and 
yet we’re only treating one 
or two at a time, and it’s not 
making that much difference 
and we’re just wasting our 
time, wasting our money. 
We have not scrapped the 
system. It’s still in place and 
ready to go. We just have 
to make a determination in 
which direction to go in the 
future. 

  “I just wanted to set the 
record straight. ... I’ll write a 
letter to their board also, and 
I’ll make sure their board 
gets it also, because nothing 
could be further from the 
truth. We tried to run the 
system. Now it didn’t work. 
Some of it was correct. It 
didn’t work the way it was 
supposed to work. Part of 
that is because of the great 
expense. With the limited 
budget that we have, I’ve 
got things that in my mind 
— I know it’s not in their 
mind — but in my mind 
they’re more important to 
deal with, with such a small 
budget. That’s why we didn’t 
want to put in a manhole. We 
really didn’t want to dig up 
the parking lot in the water 
plant to put in a manhole to 
accommodate this injection 
point” (for caustic soda as 
shown in the GMS design). 

(See Monument Sanitation Dis-
trict article on page 17 for more 
information on Landreth’s state-
ment.)

The board went into ex-
ecutive session to receive legal 
advice on specific legal matters 
at 8:21 p.m. It came out of execu-
tive session at 8:45 p.m. and ad-
journed with no further votes. 
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me.

BOT (Continued from page 8)
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Board-Certified Orthodontic Specialist 

Monument Hill
Farmers
Market 

Returns!
Sat., May 14, 8 am-2 pm

New location: Behind the D-38 
Administration Building at  

Second and Jefferson St. in  
Downtown Monument. Park in the 
administration building parking lot. 

Playground for the kids! 
Many new vendors plus  
all your old favorites! 

 For information, call 592-9420.

Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church exists to worship 
God and go ever deeper 
with Him, fervently love 
one another, and take 
Living Water to the 
world. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES
8:30 am: Traditional Worship Service 
9:30 am: Fellowship Time 
10:00 am : Teaching & Community Time (aka Sunday School) 
10:45 am: More Contemporary Worship Service 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL June 27-July 1, 9-noon
PandaMania VBS is coming to Holy Trinity! Mark your calendars 
for the week of June 27 through July 1 so you don�t miss the fun. 
Kids entering 1st grade through 6th grade will have the chance to 
discover that God is wild about them. 

LADIES� BIBLE STUDY Fridays, June 10-Aug. 26, 9:30 am* 
Come study Beth Moore's So Long, Insecurity: You've Been a Bad 
Friend to Us. Email Kelly Fugate at kbfugate@gmail.com to sign up 
and request a book. Childcare will be provided.        *Except July 1.

13990 Gleneagle Drive 

(719) 964-1838 
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanChurch.org 
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Another Pint
American Ale House

@

Full line of Craft
Distilled Liquors!

Early Bird Weekday Breakfast
Featuring:

Two Eggs, Bacon, Country Fries, & Toast.
Monday thru Friday, Order must be placed
before 9am. With purchase of a beverage.

$2.99 Breakfast at Both Locations!
Midday 1⁄2 lb Burger Special

Come in between 1pm & 3pm and
receive a 1⁄2 lb Burger for only $2.99

Order must be placed before 3pm.  Does not include 
toppings or side dishes. With purchase of a beverage.

$2.99 Burger at Both Locations!

Come in and try our new line of signature burgers!

251 Front Street, Monument
6 am - 3 pm, 7 days a week!

 www.coffeecupmonument.com
(719) 488-0663

13860 Gleneagle Drive
6:30 am - till at least 9 pm, 7 days a week!

 www.asecondcup.net
(719) 481-6446

33 Micro Brews
On Draft!

$0.98 PBR Pints
On Wednesdays!

Live Music Every
Tuesday & Saturday
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By Jim Kendrick
On April 18, the Monument Board of 
Trustees continued to discuss the contro-
versial farmers’ markets held in various 
parts of town during warm weather. On 

March 21, the board was deeply divided 
by strong feelings on whether sales tax 
rules should be enforced on farmers’ 
market vendors and managers in the same 
manner as they are imposed on more per-

manent downtown businesses. 
A motion to approve the fee schedule 

proposed by the town staff and endorsed 
by Town Treasurer Pamela Smith was 
defeated in a 3-3 vote at the March meet-
ing, with Trustees Gail Drumm, Stan Gin-
grich, and Jeff Kaiser opposed. 

Trustee Tommie Plank was absent 
from the April 18 meeting. 

Board schedules “do over” 
hearing on farmers’ 
market fee schedule 

At the beginning of the April 18 meeting, 
Trustee Rafael Dominguez read a letter 
from the Historic Monument Merchants 
Association expressing its opinion that 
having no schedule for business licenses 
for farmers’ market managers and ven-
dors due to a 3-3 board vote at the March 
21 board meeting is unfair to the town’s 
“brick and mortar” businesses that still 
have to purchase a business license and 
collect and remit sales taxes to the state. 
See www.ocn.me/v11n4.htm#bot0321 for 
the article that discussed the 3-3 vote that 

defeated the fee schedule for farmers’ 
markets. 

Trustees Gingrich and Drumm ex-
plained why they did not want to impose 
the proposed $200 license fee and have the 
town staff enforce a sales tax burden on 
the managers or the vendors of the farm-
ers’ markets in the same manner as they 
do for permanent downtown businesses. 

Mayor Travis Easton and Dominguez 
said that the fee schedule should be dis-
cussed again as an agenda item on May 2. 

Board recoginizes 
administrative professionals

The board unanimously approved a proc-
lamation declaring the week of April 24 
as Administrative Professionals Week, sa-
luting the valuable contributions of these 
and all office professionals. Easton read 
the board’s proclamation and presented a 
copy to the Pikes Peak Chapter of the In-
ternational Association of Administrative 
Professionals represented by:
• Linda Carmona, executive assistant, 

Integral Systems Inc.
• Marilyn Sullivan, CPS, annual fund 

specialist, Memorial Health System 
Foundation

• Lynn Dibben, CPS, administrative 
assistant, Lockheed Martin 

Easton asked Town Manager Cathy Green 
to thank the town’s administrative profes-
sionals for the board. 

School District 38 update
Easton said he had invited Dr. Dave Cloud 
of Direction 38 to brief the board on his 
analysis of D-38 revenue sources because 
of remarks commercial real estate broker 
Brad Bird had made at the April 4 meet-
ing regarding D-38 having property taxes 

Monument Board of Trustees, April 18

Farmers’ market fee controversy continues

Monumental Styles & Co.
1445 Cipriani Loop 

East of I-25 off Highway 105 & Knollwood 

(719) 487-8660

Feather Hair Extensions! 
Ask for Arlene or Cathy

�����������
�������������������

�

The Prairie Winds Elementary 
School PTO would like to thank all

of the businesses who supported 
our Fitness-a-Thon fundraiser. �

�

And...A special thank you to 
our top Runner-Level supporters.  
We appreciate your generosity!

Bill Means, President 
(719) 522-1117 

Doug Bruecken, Sales Consultant 
(719) 213-0518 

TRI-LAKES
REFORMED CHURCH

                                           (RPCNA)

Woodmoor Community Center
1691 Woodmoor Drive
Monument, CO 80132

Sunday Worship  9:45 A.M.
������������������������
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about 30 percent higher than 
other school districts. Cloud 
gave a very technical half-hour 
presentation on his statistical re-
search of how school districts are 
funded by state and local sources 
and property taxes. 

Interim D-38 Superinten-
dent Ted Bauman introduced 
new Superintendent John Bor-
man, noting Borman had previ-
ously been a principal, English 
teacher, and athletic director 
in Greeley prior to serving as 
principal of Lewis-Palmer High 
School. Bauman discussed a 
number of specific areas where 
D-38 has excelled academically. 
Many of these facts are available 
at http://lewispalmer.org/ under 
the link “Why choose D-38?” 
in the center of the home page 
so that they will be readily avail-
able to constituents, real estate 
agents, and companies. 

Town code revisions 
approved

The board approved a revision to 
the town ordinance on temporary 
uses that will allow fireworks 
sales and business promotional 
events such as tent sales. Pro-
motional events would need a 
business permit only if the event 
requires a street or sidewalk clo-
sure, significantly interrupts the 
flow of traffic, reduces the num-
ber of parking spaces available, 
or includes the sale of alcoholic 
beverages. 

The revision also eliminates 
the requirement of a temporary 
use permit for the sale of plants, 
such as at a garden center. This 
would now be allowed as an 
accessory use to an established 
retail business. 

There was no public com-
ment on this ordinance. The revi-
sion was unanimously approved.

The board also approved an 
ordinance that added a section to 

the town code that bans open fire 
and open burning. This revision 
was approved by a 5-1 vote, with 
Kaiser opposed. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved a revision in the town’s 
personnel manual to outline poli-
cies, procedures, and benefits 
for seasonal workers. These are 
typically college students hired 
as full-time temporary employ-
ees in the summer. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved a resolution to observe 
Arbor Day on April 22. The 
town has recognized Arbor Day 
each year since 1981. Trees will 
be planted in Limbach Park and 
the town cemetery. Monument 
was once again given Tree City 
USA recognition for its commit-
ment to urban forestry. 

The board also unanimously 
approved a resolution supporting 
El Paso County’s Stage 1 fire re-
strictions. The sale or use of fire-
works is prohibited temporarily, 
as is open burning and outdoor 
smoking in most circumstances. 

Other matters
The board unanimously approved 
a temporary liquor license trans-
fer for the 1st and 10 Sports Bar 
and Grill from the former Eric’s 
Monument Grill at 1455 Cipriani 
Loop. The formal license trans-
fer hearing is scheduled for the 
May 16 board meeting. 

Two payments over $5,000 
were approved:
• $92,843 to Triview Metro 

District for sales tax 
revenue

• $13,314 to Advanced 
Stocrete Inc. for soil 
stabilization rehab in the 
Monument Lake Dam

Staff reports
Tom Kassawara, director of 
Development Services, and 
Mayor Easton briefed the 
board on their additional re-
search on the pros and cons 
of having Monument citizens 
vote on joining the Pikes 
Peak Rural Transportation 
Authority. Kassawara and 
Easton stated that there was 

probably too much risk associ-
ated with membership that could 
lead to significantly less revenue 
being returned to the town than 
the amount contributed to the 
authority through a 1-cent sales 
tax. After a lengthy technical 
discussion, the board dropped 
the matter. 

Rich Landreth, director 
of Public Works, announced 

that the town plans to place a 
two-inch top coat of asphalt on 
Second Street from Beacon Lite 
Road to Front Street in May. The 
board unanimously approved his 
recommendation to reallocate 
$8,000 from the $60,000 bud-
geted patching for Old Denver 
Highway to pay $58,000 to re-
pave of Second Street. Landreth 
noted that asphalt prices are cur-
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Donna M O'Bryant
Financial Advisor
.

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-487-0407
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rently much lower than expected when the 2011 budget 
was developed, which presented the unexpected opportu-
nity to complete repave Second Street. 

Trustees discussed altering the angle parking on the 
south side of Second Street in front of the Monument 
Sanitation Building as part of the restriping that will be 
required after the new asphalt is installed. Some trustees 
and staff members expressed concern about the hazard 
created when long-wheelbase pickup trucks use the exist-
ing angled parking places. These trucks extend into the 
through lane and often block pedestrian passage on the 

sidewalk and curb cuts in front of this building. 
Green suggested limiting the use of the angled park-

ing spaces to compact cars rather than converting to par-
allel parking. There are no plans at this time to remove the 
angled parking on the west side of the Covered Treasures 
book store or convert this area to parallel parking. These 
spaces are supposed to be restricted to compact cars at 
this time. 

There was further discussion about other parking 
problems in the downtown area. When the town lot for-
merly used by the town Police Department is cleared and 

paved with asphalt, it will provide a total of 15 parking 
places for general use. 

The meeting adjourned at 9 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting will be held on May 16 at 6:30 p.m. in 
Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. Meetings are normally 
held on the first and third Monday of the month. Informa-
tion: 884-8017.
Jim Kendrick can be contacted at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

By Jim Kendrick
On April 13, the Monument Planning Commission ap-
proved applications for an annexation and zoning map as 
well as a planned development (PD) sketch plan for the 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church at 675 W. Baptist Road, 
just east of the new AutoZone store. The church is also 
seeking inclusion by Triview Metropolitan District. 

Commissioner Kathy Spence’s absence was ex-
cused. 

The nine-acre property, lots 45 and 46 of the county 
Chaparral Hills Subdivision, must be annexed by the 
town to be eligible for inclusion by Triview. Another stan-
dard part of the annexation process is giving the parcel 
the appropriate town zoning and a planned development 
sketch site plan that documents the existing site layout 
and current uses. 

Karen Griffith, Monument’s principal planner, noted 
that the property exceeds the annexation requirements 
listed in the Colorado Revised Statutes. She noted that the 
church has agreed to deed its water to Triview. The town 
staff has recommended that the church property also be 
included in the Baptist Road Rural Transportation Au-
thority because the authority built the access road to the 
church as part of its Baptist Road widening project. 

Griffith discussed the staff’s analysis of the applica-

tions with regard to the town’s review and approval cri-
teria, Future Land Use Plan, Urban Growth/Annexation 
Policy, and annexation guidelines. The “negatives” noted 
in her report are that the church is tax exempt and will not 
generate sales tax revenue for the town. The Monument 
Police Department will have to provide services to the 
church, but already does so. 

Griffith recommended approval of the annexation 
and PD zoning with four conditions:
• Any necessary technical corrections shall be made 

prior to recording the annexation ordinance.
• The annexation agreement shall be executed prior to 

recording the annexation ordinance.
• An executed petition for inclusion and inclusion 

order for inclusion into the Triview Metropolitan 
District shall be provided to the town staff prior to 
recording the annexation.

• The property shall be included in the Baptist Road 
Rural Transportation Authority prior to recording the 
annexation.

The annexation and PD zoning with these four conditions 
were unanimously approved. 

Griffith discussed the staff’s review and approval 
criteria analysis of the PD sketch plan application. The 
church has no current plans for new facilities but is plan-

Rampart School of Music 
Piano, Organ, Theory 

BONNIE ACKERMAN 

The Gift of a Lifetime 
First Lesson FREE 

Your Home or Mine 
Call: (719) 329-8810 

�YOUR project should be HANDCRAFTED!� 
Additions � Decks � Remodels/Basement Finishes 

Garages & Barns � Custom Homes 
15 years experience in El Paso & Douglas Counties 

Licensed & Insured � BUILT GREEN CERTIFIED 

Call today for a FREE Estimate: (719) 481-6170 
handcraftedinc@aol.com   www.handcraftedinc.com

Monument Planning Commission, April 13

Church annexation, zoning, 
and sketch plan approved

Décor by Diane
Interior Painting 

No job too small. Over 30 years experience. 
(719) 488-0817

See You at Spirits of Spring Wine Tasting! 
May 14  5-8PM 

ONE LEVEL LIVING 
* Rare Find!* Perfectly Maintained* Fab 
Eat-In Kitchen w/Counter Bar/ Walkout* 
3Bed/ 2Bath/ 2Car* Maintenance-Free* 

2,100 Sq Ft* Dining/ Family & Living 
Rooms/ Office* Huge 5-Piece Master* 3-
Sided Fireplace* Private Covered Patio* 

Total Comfort* $285,000* 

SD-12 TOWNHOUSE 
* New Kitchen* End Unit in Quiet Area* 

2Bed/2Bath/2Car* Adjacent Guest     
Parking* 2 Master Suites* Loft Office* 

Bright & Open* Great Investment       
Potential* Simply Adorable* 1,581 Sq Ft* 

Pool & Clubhouse* $185,000* 

T HE FINEST
HOMES, SERVICE & RESULTS

SLYVAN MEADOWS 
*$35k Below Recent Appraisal*

* Custom Colorado Log Home* Treed 5-
Acre Lot* 5Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car* Ranch w/ 
Walkout Lower* 5,014 Sq. Ft. * Great for 

Entertaining* Granite, Hickory, River 
Rock* Gourmet* Fab Great Room* 

$595,000 * 

FOX RUN 
*Classy Custom Home* Walk to Park* 
Huge .60 Acre Lot in Tall Pines* 7Bed/ 
5Bath/ 3Car* Dramatic 2-Story Great 

Room* Formal Dining* Huge Kitchen/Bed 
& Rec. Rooms* 4,900+ Sq Ft* Pro Office* 

Stunning Staircase* SD 38* $610,000* 

MARK RUDOLPH 
(719) 492-3974 Cell
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* MHCC membership required after consecutive two week trial period. For pricing, 

please contact: Tammy, Director of Member Services at 719.481.2272 Ext.250
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� Full Factory 
Maintenance 
Schedules 

� Air Conditioning Repair and 
Service 

� Tune-Ups, Brakes, and Shocks 
� Electronic Diagnosis of On-Board 

Computer Systems 
� Alignments 

Complete Automotive Repair 
Every make, every 
model, every time 

(719) 488-8030 
ChristianBrothersAuto.com/Monument 

16130 Jackson Creek Parkway 
Monument Marketplace 

    Save those old t-shirts and 
              transform them into a... 

T-Shirt Quilt
A memorable gift for your 

favorite graduate or athlete 

Order now for  
graduation delivery

Moss
Sportswear & Embroidery

(719) 487-2986 
Tues.-Fri. 8:30-5, Sat. by appointment. 

677 Highway 105, Unit C 
between Monument and Palmer Lake.
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted. 
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ning for expansion in three years. 
Plans will be submitted for town 
review and approval at that time. 

Griffith recommended ap-
proval of the PD sketch plan with 

one condition: Any necessary 
technical corrections shall be 
made prior to recording the an-
nexation ordinance.

The PD sketch plan and this 

single condition were unani-
mously approved. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:
15 p.m.

**********

The next meeting will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. on May 11 at Town 
Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. 
Meetings are normally held on 
the first and third Monday of the 

month. Information: 884-8017.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility Joint Use Committee, April 12

Attorney suggests asking governor for help 
on proposed nutrient regulations

DRAKE
CONSTRUCTION

P.O. Box 583
Monument, CO 80132

719.481.1751
Cell 719.339.5506

Licensed / insured

Residential Contractor

drakeconstruction.biz
ddcnst@gmail.com

(719) 481-3966 

In Douglas County? Call (303) 886-8901.

Fine Jewelry expertise serving the Front Range for over 40 years

Where it is all about YOU!

Create a new original or update your existing fine jewelry.
All design consultations are with Susan Helmich...Hand renderings in CAD.

Engagement & Bridal
Diamond Sales

Fine Gemstones & Pearls
Angels with Attitudes Collection

Susan Helmich
Alishan

Benchmark
Michael Good

Steven Kretchmer
Stuller

Locally owned...Internationally known

View our collections by visiting our showroom
Monday-Friday 10 am - 5 pm

13710 Struthers Road, Suite 120A, in Gleneagle
(719) 488-0448

www.susanhelmich.com
www.angelswithattitudes.com

By Jim Kendrick
On April 12, Tri-Lakes Waste-
water Treatment Facility attor-
ney Mike Cucullu responded to a 
request from the Joint Use Com-
mittee for legal advice on whether 
the JUC should enact resolutions 
with regard to the environmental 
and compliance issues relative to 
the cost of compliance for new 
capital equipment to meet tighter 
environmental regulations. 

Cucullu also gave advice on 
sending resolutions and letters to 
the governor and/or other elected 
officials on new tighter proposed 
limits on the concentrations of 
total phosphorus and total ni-
trogen nutrients in the facility’s 
effluent. 

Cucullu suggested getting 
the help of the district’s envi-
ronmental attorney, Tad Foster, 
to find a contact in the Colorado 
Attorney General’s Office who is 
knowledgeable about these water 
quality issues. He also suggested 
obtaining court documents from 
Florida’s successful lawsuit 
against the EPA’s proposed tight-
er nutrient restrictions so that he 
could review the grounds for the 
EPA’s appeal. 

Cucullu noted that the Tri-
Lakes facility could achieve 
about 80 percent compliance on 
these proposed nutrient regula-
tions with an investment of about 
$1 million in capital costs. The 
additional capital investment 
cost to achieve 100 percent 
compliance is about $25 mil-
lion if the new EPA restriction is 
enacted. The Tri-Lakes facility 
serves about 5,000 residential 
properties at this time. The unre-
solved question is how to pay the 
cost for 100 percent compliance 
for an unfunded mandate from 
the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment. 
“There is no answer to that ques-
tion,” he said.

Cucullu suggested that the 
JUC approve a resolution and 
cover letter opposing nutrient 
regulations that require a level 
of capital investment that is un-
affordable and unsustainable. 
He suggested that the boards of 
Palmer Lake Sanitation District 
and Woodmoor Water and Sani-
tation District write letters to 
the governor and other state and 
federal elected officials similar 
to the one sent by the Monument 
Sanitation District Board. 

He said the cover letter 
should say, “We cannot comply. 
It is impossible to comply. This 
is a condition which cannot be 
met under any circumstances in 
today’s world. This is a figment 
of the EPA’s imagination with 

regard to compliance concern-
ing nutrients. The regulations 
don’t make sense from a science 
standpoint either. The impact is 
minuscule.” The governor needs 
to understand how hard it will be 
for his attorney general to defend 
the Health Department’s pro-
posed regulations in court. 

Cucullu also suggested that 
these three special districts that 
own the Tri-Lakes facility con-
tinue to inform their constituents 
about the very high construction 
and operating costs required 
to comply with the state’s and 
EPA’s various proposed nutrient 
regulations. 

Cucullu also suggested 
enlisting the support of District 
20 state Rep. Amy Stephens in 
a face-to-face meeting as well 
as finding an advocate for the 
science side of this issue and 
enlisting the support of the 
Gazette, Pueblo Chieftain, and 
Denver Post. All of them should 
be invited to visit the Tri-Lakes 
facility and review the districts’ 
and facility’s budget. 

Cucullu concluded that the 
districts and the state will most 
likely have to fight these new 
limits in court if they are adopted 
in March 2012. The cost of pur-
suing a lawsuit against the state 
or the EPA will require a large 
coalition such as the Colorado 
Nutrient Coalition to protect the 
small districts that cannot afford 
to challenge the nutrient regula-
tions individually. 

Resolutions are a cost-ef-
fective way to get on record in 

opposition to the EPA’s “explo-
sively expensive demands” and 
the lack of state or federal sup-
port to districts that do not have 
and cannot raise the resources to 
build facilities at the very limits 
of new technology, he said. 

2010 audit approved
CPA Pat Hall of HCH PC pre-
sented his draft audit for 2010. 
He said it is a “clean audit.” 
The JUC unanimously approved 
the audit. Hall will provide a final 
copy for signature and forward it 
to the state. 

New state 
regulations report

Jim Kendrick, Monument Sani-
tation District Operations, gave 
a detailed technical review of the 
scientific and statistical details of 
the past month’s meetings of the 
Water Quality Control Commis-
sion, Wastewater Utility Coun-
cil, Water Quality Forum, and 
numerous Water Quality Forum 
Workgroups and subgroups on 
water quality and regulatory is-
sues. 

Kendrick noted that tests 
performed by GEI Consulting, 
the Tri-Lakes facility’s aquatic 
life consultant, had shown that 
the macroinvertebrates living in 
Monument Creek are identical 
above Monument Lake and at 
the northern boundary of the Air 
Force Academy, just below the 
discharge points of the Tri-Lakes 
and Upper Monument Creek 
Regional Wastewater Treatment 
Facilities. 

Kendrick also noted that 

the Water Quality Control Divi-
sion is currently open to interim 
10-year limits of 2 parts per bil-
lion for total phosphorus and 15 
ppb for total nitrogen. These are 
limits that the Tri-Lakes facility 
could meet with a capital invest-
ment of about $1 million to $2 
million. However, the division 
has not changed its position on 
final permanent nutrient limits 
for total phosphorus and total 
nitrogen that are considered un-

affordable. 
Monument District Man-

ager Mike Wicklund explained 
actions taken in sending a dis-
trict board letter to Gov. John 
Hickenlooper and about 20 other 
state and federal officials. He 
noted how sensitive the members 
of the Water Quality Control 
Commission were to the heavy 
attendance by numerous special 
districts and municipalities at the 
April 11 meeting. 
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By Candice Hitt
The theme of the Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation District’s 
2011 poster contest was “Water 
Wise.” Six District 38 elemen-
tary schools participated in the 
event, and first-, second-, and 
third-place winners from each 
school were announced at the 
district’s April 14 meeting. 
The first-place winner was “Be 
Water Wise” by Sara Oliver, a 
fourth-grader at Prairie Winds 
Elementary; in second place 
was “Save Water” by Jonathan 
VanDyke, a fourth-grader at 
Lewis-Palmer Elementary; and 
the third-place winner was “Low 
Flow Toilet” by Julia Howe, a 

fourth- grader at Monument 
Academy.

Prizes included: first 
place—a backpack, water bottle, 
stickers, and other goodies; sec-
ond place—a backpack, stickers, 
and a card; third place—a card 
and stickers. All entries received 
a participation gift.
District reviewing survey 

results
Results are being tabulated from 
a recent survey sent out to gather 
feedback on current district ser-
vice and consumer knowledge 
of current and future water sup-
plies. The results will be posted 
on the district’s website. 

Summer water use
Woodmoor’s summer water use 
program will begin June 1. The 

Kendrick noted that many of 
the state officials are stating that 
this nutrient issue is far more 
scientifically complicated, sta-
tistically variable, and expensive 
than any previous environmental 
issue the state has ever addressed. 
As a result, no state has willingly 
complied with EPA’s demands 
for nutrient regulations. 

A working group of profes-
sional engineering consultants 
has been formed to determine 
the amounts of nutrients that 

can be cost-effectively removed. 
The group is expected to provide 
a draft recommendation to the 
state and affected stakeholders 
by the end of May. The Tri-
Lakes consultant engineers and 
biologists will participate in this 
group at facility expense. 

State Rep. Marsha Looper 
and state Sen. Keith King have 
introduced legislative resolu-
tions that would prevent the 
Water Quality Control Division 
from enacting these new nutri-

ent regulations until they are 
reviewed by several state House 
and Senate committees. 
Facility manager’s report
Facility Manager Bill Burks re-
ported that the plant was operat-
ing very efficiently. 

The copper level for March 
was 9 ppb, less than the maxi-
mum permit limit of 11.7 ppb for 
an individual test result but more 
than the maximum annual aver-
age limit of 8 ppb. Currently the 
facility has a temporary modifi-

cation to these permit limits that 
increases these limits to 36.4 ppb 
for an individual sample and 24.8 
ppb for the annual average of test 
results. The state has extended 
the temporary modification until 
the end of 2013. 

Burks also presented a 
lengthy scientific analysis of how 
he conducts whole effluent toxic-
ity tests and how naturally vari-
able biological testing results can 
create false positive results that 
incorrectly indicate that a toxic 

situation exists. 
The meeting adjourned at 

12:15 p.m.
**********

The next meeting will be held at 
10 a.m. May 10 at the Tri-Lakes 
facility lab building, 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the second Tues-
day of the month. Information: 
481-4053.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Support Our Community.
Shop Tri-Lakes!

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, April 14

Poster contest winners named

SUMMER FUN!
A Summer Musical Theatre Workshop

For YMCA Members and Non-Members 

   Disney�s BEAUTY
                                 AND THE

BEAST
                                   (license pending)

Workshop: June 13 � 27, 1-4 pm 
Performances: June 28 and 29 

Everyone who registers will be cast in the production 
Cast Auditions: June 9 (evening) and June 10 (1-4 pm) 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR BOYS
REGISTER NOW! 

YMCA TRI-LAKES FAMILY CENTER 
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy 

Registrations Limited 

For information, call (719) 488-0775
www.SpotlightCommunityTheatre.com

Above: Be Water Wise earned first place for Sara Oliver, 
a fourth-grader from Prairie Winds Elementary. Photo by 
Candice Hitt.

Above: Save Water by 
Jonathan VanDyke, a fourth-
grader from Lewis-Palmer 
Elementary, won second 
place. Photo by Candice Hitt.
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Monument Sanitation District, April 21

Caustic soda issue draws responses

program is designed to decrease peak summer irrigation 
and to allow for longer use of ground water. The summer 
water use program is mandatory, and more information 
can be obtained on the website.

Water conservation plan
A formal water conservation plan designed by Rocky 
Wiley of Tetratech along with direction from the district’s 
staff is available for public comment on the district’s web-
site, www.woodmoorwater.com. The district continues its 
efforts to increase public awareness and education about 
the importance of water conservation.

**********
The next regular board meeting will be held at 1 p.m. 
May 12 at the Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District 
Office, 1845 Woodmoor Drive, Monument. For informa-
tion: 488-2525.

Candice Hitt can be reached at candicehitt@ocn.me.

SPECIAL OFFER ON BRACES!
Bring in this coupon and receive
$200 off your orthodontic fee !

Offering:
- Clear Braces
- Braces & Invisalign for Children & Adults
- Multiple financing options
- Fun stylish Color Bands

Discounts are taken off regular fee for new patients and cannot be
combined with any other offer.

13784 Gleneagle Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80921

719-596-3081

Call us today to set up a FREE Examination
719-596-3081

www.coloradospringsortho.com

J O H N S O N O R T H O D O N T I C S, P.C.
Braces for all Ages

Need A Handy Man 
for your  

Honey-Do List?
Interior & Exterior  

Painting, Carpentry, 
Refinishing, Winterizing, 

Installations, Repairs,  
Furniture and Toy Assembly 

494-2131
Larry Blasgen 

Over  30 Years� Experience in 
Home Remodeling & Building

   

Trish Flake
Sells the Tri-Lakes! 
(719) 481-4810 

www.trishflake.com

A Short Sale is a 
Realistic & Effective 
Resolution to your  

Upside Down Mortgage Woes. 
Call Trish for Assistance Today!ADOPT

DONATE

Many small 
dogs looking 

for forever 
homes!

VOLUNTEER

FOSTER

4,500
www.milldogrescue.org                     (719) 495-7679 
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GET READY FOR SUMMER!

Above: Low Flow Toilet won third place for Julia 
Howe, a fourth-grader from Monument Academy. 
Photo by Candice Hitt.

By Jim Kendrick
On April 21, Rich Landreth, Monument Public Works di-
rector, e-mailed a letter to Monument Sanitation District 
Manager Mike Wicklund and the district board regard-
ing injection of caustic soda into town drinking water. 
This letter was similar to the statement he made to the 
Monument Board of Trustees at its meeting on April 4. 
For more details, see Landreth’s statement to the Board of 
Trustees, which is quoted in its entirety on page 10 at the 
end of the April 4 meeting article. 

Before the sanitation district board meeting, Wick-
lund e-mailed Landreth’s letter to Roger Sams, owner of 
engineering consultant firm GMS Inc., to obtain his com-
ments on the letter so he could also present them to the 
district board that evening. GMS was the town’s consul-
tant for developing a design for the caustic soda injection 
system. GMS is also the district’s engineering consultant 
for designing and maintaining its collection system. 

At the district board meeting that evening, Wicklund 
read Landreth’s letter to the directors: 
 “I am writing to you regarding a recent article in 

the OCN. Apparently at your last meeting you were 
informed that the Town of Monument discontinued 
the corrosion control project because we did not 
install the system as designed. This is not the case. 
The town staff never made unilateral decisions 
regarding the installation of the equipment. We 
ALWAYS consulted with the engineers and kept Mr. 
Wicklund informed. While it is true that the system 
was not installed as originally designed, all changes 
were approved by the engineer. 

  “The system was installed in late 2008 and we 
operated it for 16 months beginning in January of 
2009. During this time we monitored the copper 
and pH levels in our system and we did not notice 
any meaningful change. The town has nine wells 
and seven points of connection with our system. We 
believe that in order to gain a benefit from caustic 
injection, more sites need to be added. We have 
discussed this with Mr. Wicklund and he has offered 
to help again. At this time, with budgets tight, we are 

not in a position to install this equipment. I would be 
happy to meet with you and discuss this issue. Thank 
you.” 

Wicklund then read Sams’ e-mail:
 “This brief message is in response to our discussion 

a few minutes ago regarding a letter received by the 
district from the Town of Monument. This matter 
is regarding the installation and operation of a 
corrosion control system using chemical application 
to the town water treatment plant serving wells 3, 8, 
and 9. 

  “It is my understanding that the town installed 
the chemical feed equipment but modified the point 
of application to be in the water treatment plant 
rather than the vault outside the plant as originally 
conceived. At the moment I am not aware that this 
matter was reviewed or otherwise sanctioned by 
our office. As I indicated in our discussion, we will 
review our files and discuss with Tom McClernan, 
the design engineer with GMS, to determine if other 
discussions occurred of which I am not aware of or 
do not recall at the moment.”

Wicklund stated that Landreth had not kept him informed 
of the changes. Landreth was told by Wicklund, Sams, 
and Randy Gillette and Phil Steininger of the Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation District that it would take at least 24 
months to achieve results in coating the inside of copper 
pipes with scale that would prevent further erosion. Wick-
lund said that in a recent conversation with Landreth, he 
had suggested adding caustic soda injection equipment at 
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By John Heiser
At the April 21 monthly meeting of the Donala Water 

and Sanitation District Board of Directors, Donala Gen-
eral Manager Dana Duthie reported that on April 12, the 
Colorado Springs City Council approved a service agree-
ment with the district to transport the district’s renewable 
water from Pueblo Reservoir to the vicinity of Northgate 
Road, where a connection will be made to the district’s 
infrastructure. 

Duthie said the district hopes to start construction in 
June and complete the connection with Colorado Springs 
Utilities (CSU) in July. 

The service agreement calls for a minimum of 100 
acre-feet of Colorado Springs water to be supplied to the 
district in 2011. An acre-foot is 326,851 gallons. The dis-
trict will be required to draw a minimum of 200 acre-feet 
per year in subsequent years. The maximum amount that 
can be drawn per year is 1,000 acre-feet.

The initial rate is $11.12 per 1,000 gallons, plus a 
system use fee of $354,807. The district is also obligated 
to pay $296,902 for a CSU pump at Northgate Road. The 
total cost for the 100 acre-feet to be drawn during 2011 
will be $717,319, or about $22 per 1,000 gallons. When 
the district obtains rights to the water from Willow Creek 
Ranch, the net cost for CSU transportation of the water is 
projected to decline to about $10.36 per 1,000 gallons.

The highest rate the district currently charges any of 
its customers is about $11 per 1,000 gallons, and some 
customers pay as little as $3.40 per 1,000 gallons. The 
average rate is about $5.75 per 1,000 gallons. 

Water reclamation study 
narrows options to six

Each year, hundreds of millions of gallons of water are 
being discharged into Monument Creek by the wastewa-
ter treatment plant that the Donala district shares with 
the Triview Metropolitan District and the Forest Lakes 
Metropolitan District. The Donala district has undertaken 
a yearlong $220,000 study called the Donala Expanded 
Water Supply Study (DEWSS). The study is consider-
ing ways that effl uent from the plant could be captured, 
extensively treated, and mixed in with the district’s water 
supply.

The DEWSS study team includes Roger Sams from 
GMS, Katie Fendel and David Takeda from Leonard Rice 
Engineers, and Floyd Ciruli from Ciruli Associates, a 
polling and public relations fi rm. 

Sams reported that the DEWSS study team has nar-
rowed the project options to six, which were identifi ed as 
Smith Creek, Jackson Creek, Monument Creek, Jake’s 
Lake, Forest Lakes Tech Center, and Brown Ranch Res-
ervoir. 

The Smith Creek, Jackson Creek, Monument Creek, 
and Jake’s Lake options would rely on enhanced wet-
lands, in most cases coupled with soil aquifer treatment. 
The Forest Lakes Tech Center and Brown Ranch Reser-
voir options would rely on constructed wetlands and, in 
the case of the Brown Ranch Reservoir, would employ 
extended water storage. 

Since not much space remains available at the waste-
water treatment plant, several of the options involve ac-
quisition of land. The associated costs will likely be an 
issue. 

The six options are to be presented to the district’s 
Citizens Advisory Committee May 5 with a goal of elimi-
nating one or more of the options. 

Sams reported that the initial water sampling has 
been completed to characterize the effl uent and other 
water sources that could be involved if the project were 
to be implemented. The samples have been sent to three 
labs for analysis. 

Sams reported that the 50-year water supply-demand 
model is being refi ned based on the past fi ve years of wa-
ter use in the district. 

the town’s well 7 treatment plant. 
There was board consensus that Wicklund should 

meet with Landreth, Sams, and McClernan to resolve the 
issue. Wicklund later scheduled this meeting for April 
28. 

Other matters
Wicklund reported that Synthes plant had not yet paid the 
tap fee of about $44,000 for the new polishing facility it 
has built in leased space on Synthes Avenue. Synthes was 
sold to Johnson & Johnson on April 27. 

Wicklund reported that Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility attorney Mike Cucullu had attended the 
April 12 Joint Use Committee meeting. Jim Kendrick, 

Operations, gave a technical presentation on regulatory 
meetings he had attended in the past month. See the JUC 
article of page 15 for details of Cucullu’s and Kendrick’s 
presentations. 

Wicklund noted that two of the district’s grinder 
pumps had been installed in Wakonda Hills homes that 
could not be cost-effectively served by gravity as the 
district’s collection system expansion was being con-
structed last year. Having standardized pumps and wet 
wells in each of these individual home lift stations will 
make it easier to service the systems and ensure uniform 
reliability and performance. The pumps are working very 
effi ciently, draining the wet well in about 45 seconds 

when tested for maximum performance, he said. 
Wicklund stated that Wakonda Hills tap fees and 

capital expenses for these pumps will be segregated from 
other district accounts so that costs and revenues for this 
development will remain transparent. District CPA Ray 
Russell will set up the accounting procedures for this 
tracking. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
**********

The next regular meeting will be held at 7 p.m. May 26 at 
130 Second St. Meetings are normally held on the third 
Thursday of the month. Information: 481-4886. 
Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

 Carr Perkes 

 

Come Join Us! 

VACATION  
BIBLE SCHOOL 

June 6-10, 2011 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon daily 

$15.00 per child 
 

Monument Community Presbyterian Church 
238 Third Street, Monument, CO 

Register at www.mcpcusa.org or call (719) 481-3902. 

 

Donala Water and Sanitation District, April 21

Connection to Springs Utilities approved
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The DEWSS schedule calls for pre-
liminary findings to be published in July 
2011 and the final report to be published in 
September 2011. The preliminary design 
would be completed in November 2011. 
Community meetings to discuss the proj-
ect are planned for May and September 
2011. 

Water court case 
awaits judge’s decision

Duthie reported on the progress of the 
water court case on the proposed change 
from irrigation to municipal use for water 
from Willow Creek Ranch.

In November 2008, Donala complet-
ed the purchase of the ranch near Lead-
ville and has been reducing irrigation on 
the ranch and seeking conversion of the 
excess irrigation water, which flows to the 
Arkansas River, for use by the district. If 
the water court approves the conversion, 
this source would cover about 20 percent 
of Donala’s current demand.

Duthie previously reported that set-
tlement had been achieved with all those 
opposing the water court case except for 
the State Engineer’s Office and the Colo-
rado Water Conservation Board (CWCB). 
On March 8 and 9, the case was presented 
to water court Judge Maes. Both sides 
presented closing arguments March 31. 

Susan Schneider, first assistant attorney 
general in Colorado’s Natural Resources 
and Environment Section, represented the 
CWCB. Jennifer Mele, assistant attorney 
general in Colorado’s Natural Resources 
and Environment Section, represented the 
state engineer’s office. Rick Fendel and 
Kara Godbehere from Petrock & Fendel 
represented the district. The state had un-
til April 18 to respond to the district’s ar-
guments and then the district had 10 days 
to respond to the state’s response. It is now 
up to Judge Maes to make a decision on 
the matter.

The district is hoping to obtain rights 
to about 280 acre-feet of water per year. If 
that is the final figure approved by Judge 
Mae then, under the terms of the ranch 
purchase agreement, the district will be 
obligated to pay Ronald Strich, the former 
owner of the ranch, about $408,000.

Other matters
• Mike Poeckes, the chief waste plant 

operator, was named the employee 
of the quarter for his work with the 
DEWSS study team. Poeckes joined 
Donala in September 2001. 

• During the three months from Jan. 1 
through March 31, the district’s $3.77 
million in investments managed by 
Davidson Fixed Income Management 
showed a yield of 0.30 percent, 
achieving a goal of beating the 
Colotrust Plus fund, which yielded 
0.10 percent during the same period. 
The weighted average maturity of the 
district’s investments is 1.1 years. 

• Duthie reported that injection tests of 
one of the district’s Arapahoe aquifer 
wells have been completed. Leonard 
Rice engineers are analyzing the 
results. The purpose of the tests 
is to determine the practicality of 
pumping water into the Arapahoe 
aquifer for recovery later during 
periods of higher demand.

• Duthie reported on the Pikes Peak 
Regional Water Authority meeting 
April 6. The group approved Petrock 
& Fendel as its legal counsel. The 
group also officially supported a joint 
resolution of the Colorado Legislature 

calling for a presentation to the Joint 
Agriculture Committee in January 
2012 regarding proposed regulation 
of nutrients, principally nitrogen and 
phosphorus, in wastewater effluent. 

• Regarding the debate about the 
addition of caustic soda to drinking 
water to adjust the pH to reduce 
corrosion of copper water pipes, 
Duthie said, “We have always used 
pH control in our water. We believe 
in pH control as a corrosion inhibitor 
and will continue to use it and would 
appreciate it if Triview would do the 
same.” Triview and Donala share the 
same wastewater treatment plant, and 

the dissolved copper can become an 
issue for the plant.

Following the public meeting, the board 
went into executive session to discuss 
personnel and negotiation issues.

**********
The Donala board will hold its next 
regular meeting on May 19 at 1:30 p.m. 
at the Donala office, 15850 Holbein Drive. 
Meetings are normally held on the third 
Thursday of each month. 

The district’s website is at 
www.donalawater.org.

John Heiser can be reached at 
johnheiser@ocn.me.

FREE 
ENROLLMENT
FOR MILITARY

6/1/11. 6/1/11. 6/1/11. 

WOODSMITH
Custom Creations
from concept to completion

Entertainment Centers
Bookshelves-Mantels
Wainscoting
Columns-Plate Rail
Crown Mold-Chair Rail
Ceiling Beams
Picture Panels
Closet/Pantry Shelves
Garage Storage

Michael A. Smith
719.481.6214
woodsmithcustom@att.net

Above (L to R): Tim Murphy, Donala 
board president, congratulates Mike 
Poeckes on being named employee 
of the quarter. Photo by John Heiser.

By Susan Hindman
Sewer service fees will rise $10 per 
household, from $30 to $40 per month, 
the Academy Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict board decided at its May 4 meeting. 
The decision was made after a report by 
Operator Anthony Pastorello that a main-
tenance cleaning and inspection revealed 
essential repairs are needed in three large 
sections of pipe. 

Last year, when service fees for wa-
ter and sewer were examined, the sewer 
increases at the time were $8 less per 
household than what was needed to main-
tain the district’s capital investment fund. 
That shortfall has come back to haunt the 
board, because these repairs to the 50-
plus-year-old collections system will cost 
at least $20,000. The board voted to au-
thorize not more than $30,000 to address 
the problems. 

The new sewer service fee will be 
effective June 1. The extra income will 
also help cover expected increases in elec-
tricity rates that were noted in Mountain 
View Electric’s recent flier.

The sewer cleaning was conducted by 

Academy Water and Sanitation District, May 4

Ongoing shortfall, needed 
repairs mean rising sewer fees
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DRC Construction, which also compiled 
data going back three years to create “an 
accurate map of the collections system,” 
describing linear feet, pipe size, and type, 
Pastorello said. The map will be especial-
ly helpful as the district goes forward with 

plans involving wastewater treatment. 
Seeking property clarity

Two of the district’s three wells sit on 
undeveloped land on Spring Valley Drive 
owned by Tari McCollom. She attended 
the meeting, along with her real estate 

agent and two others, to discuss water 
rights, easements, and other questions 
concerning the district’s relationship with 
her property in the event of a sale of that 
property. 

The district currently maintains a dirt 
road easement on the property that leads 
to the two wells. Under that road are pipes, 
which would prevent that road from being 
paved. Any septic system put in by a fu-
ture owner would present “a great threat” 
to the wells, said Pastorello, because the 
water is only 8 feet from the surface. In 
addition, the development of private wells 
on the property could be a point of con-
cern for state and local authorities. 

Details will be made formal in legal 
documents in the near future.

New face on the board
At the April 6 meeting, Susan Hindman 
was appointed a director of the board, 
replacing Syd Cline, who passed away in 
March. She will serve as secretary. Hind-
man is a reporter for Our Community 
News and has covered the district’s board 
meetings since 2007.

**********
The Academy Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict board usually meets at 7 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of every month at the fire sta-
tion on Sun Hills Drive. The next meeting 
is June 1.

Susan Hindman can be contacted at 
susanhindman@ocn.me.
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Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, March 30

McCallister appointed 
to the board

FREE Initial Consultation
Call for appointment

Call Carolyn at  
488-5776

Summer Special!
$79 for  

May, June & July!
No EFT required. Bring a friend to 
sign up and joining fees for both  

are waived. New students only. At 
participating locations. Exp. 5/31/11.

Open house, May 14, Sundance Studio, 7:45 am and 9:15 am

Locally operated in the Home Depot/Walmart  
shopping center by �It�s a Grind�

15954 Jackson Creek Pkwy � (719) 488-5952

Diet · Sports Nutrition · Herbs · Vitamins

Become a Gold Card rewards 
member and save! Ask us how. 

By Jim Kendrick
On March 30, William “Bo” McCallister 
was sworn in to fill the vacant seat on the 
Donald Wescott Fire Protection District 
board. His appointment runs through May 
2012, when McCallister would have to 
stand for election if he wants to continue 
serving as a director. Board President 
Scott Campbell also administered the 
oath of office to new Career Firefighter/
EMT Jared Whiteley and new Volunteer 
Firefighter/EMT Brenden Hoglund. 

All board members were present. 
The February financial statement was 

unanimously accepted. No problem issues 
were noted. 

Chief’s report
Chief Vinny Burns stated that former 

Chief Jeff Edward’s retirement celebration 
will be held April 9 at 9 a.m., and also will 
include the formal retirement ceremonies 
for volunteer Battalion Chief Mike Badger 
and volunteer firefighter/paramedic Carly 
Lehman. 

Burns also gave an update on the 
district’s Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan. This advisory document provides in-
formation on the differing wildfire zones 
around Palmer Lake, including identi-
fying a half-mile buffer around it, and 
wildfire preparedness such as evacuation 
routes, civilian staging areas, firefighter 
safety zones, and staging areas. This plan 
also sets priorities for evacuation routes, a 
defensible space around homes program, 
and fire fuel treatments on state, county, 
and federal lands.
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By Jim Kendrick
On April 9, the Donald Wescott 
Fire Protection District hon-
ored the service of three retired 
firefighter/EMTs: Chief Jeff Ed-
wards, volunteer Battalion Chief 
Mike Badger, and EMT Instruc-
tor and CPR Instructor Trainer 
Carly Lehman. 

Volunteer Lt. Bryan Ack-
erman was the master of cer-
emonies for this heavily attended 
event held at The Club at Flying 
Horse. Chief Vinny Burns and 
several other staff members 
discussed their careers and pre-
sented plaques and other gifts to 
each of the three retirees. 

Lehman joined the depart-
ment in 1995. She has been an 

EMT instructor at Memorial and 
Penrose hospitals and at Pikes 
Peak Community College. She 
was Wescott’s Firefighter of the 
Year in 2000. When Ackerman 
asked, “How many of you were 
trained by Carly?” all EMTs 
in the room raised their hand. 
Ackerman praised her passion 
and the sense of realism in her 
training sessions throughout her 
15 years of service to Wescott. 

Badger joined Wescott 
as a volunteer in 1988. He has 
been active in the Pikes Peak 
Firefighters Association for 20 
years and served as its president. 
Badger was Wescott’s Fire Of-
ficer of the Year five times. He 
was promoted several times, 

becoming battalion chief and 
chief of the volunteers in 2002. 
Badger will continue his career 
with the Colorado Springs Fire 
Department and service with the 
Memorial Star helicopter. 

Edwards joined Wescott 
as a volunteer in 1996 and be-
came the second paid Wescott 
firefighter in 1999; Burns was 
the first in 1988. He was Fire 
Officer of the Year in 2001 and 
2002 and was promoted to chief 
of the department in 2006. He 

continued his military service 
in the Air National Guard and 
deployed to the Middle East in 
2004, 2007, and 2009. Some of 
the highlights of his tenure as 
chief that Ackerman discussed 
were:
• Purchase of a new Engine 1
• Purchase of new Ladder 1
• Increased full-time staff-

ing for each shift
• Board and county ap-

proval of the new Station 
3 on Highway 83 at Stage-

Assistant Chief Scott Rid-
ings noted that Wescott is work-
ing with various district hom-
eowners associations (HOAs) in 
the area to improve wildfire miti-
gation. The district has submitted 

its first application for a $12,000 
grant under the Healthy Forest 
Restoration Act to help with fire 
mitigation expenses for 20 hom-
eowners, to cut the homeowners’ 
expenses. The HOAs will be the 
fund managers for these grants. 
Guidelines are being established 
to have firefighters potentially 
assist one or two homeowners 
per year by providing the physi-
cal labor for the fire mitigation 
efforts to those who would not 
be able to afford fire mitigation 
without this assistance. 

There were 116 calls in 
February. One firefighter injury 
occurred during a wildland fire 
response and required three 
stitches to the face in an emer-
gency room. 

The region’s fire danger 
level has been high. Wescott has 

responded to wildland fires in 
Douglas County, the Air Force 
Academy, and the Black Forest 
area. 

Burns noted that he had re-
cently attended the annual Fire 
Department Instructor’s Confer-
ence held in Indianapolis. 

Progress on the new High-
way 83 Station 3 building permit 
is slower than hoped. The current 
delay is getting approval for the 
water augmentation plan, which 
has been filed in two district 
courts. 

Burns discussed recent is-
sues with unsatisfactory perfor-
mance by various contractors 
and asked the board to consider 
a performance bond. Campbell 
suggested using a standard state-
ment of work contract with a 
remedy clause to guarantee work 

and quality, with late work and 
escape clauses and a 50-50 pay-
ment schedule. He cautioned 
that contractors would be hesi-
tant to enter such agreements. 

Two new committees have 
been established. McAllister 
and Director Harland Baker 
were assigned to the Manpower 
Committee, in conjunction 
with Chief Burns and Assistant 
Chief Ridings. Campbell and 
Director Joyce Hartung were 
assigned to the Strategic Vi-
sion Committee, in conjunc-
tion with Chief Burns and 
Assistant Chief Ridings. 

The meeting adjourned at 
8:40 p.m.
Jim Kendrick can be reached 

at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Above: On March 30, Board 
President Scott Campbell 
swore in William “Bo” 
McCallister. Photo by Jim 
Kendrick.

Thinking of selling? Our low �Flat Fee� program has 
saved El Paso county sellers thousands of dollars vs. 
traditional real estate commissions. Think about it, you 
can get the professional services of a REALTORTM

while preserving more of your home�s equity. 
             We...
� Provide top-notch  

marketing for your home. 
� Negotiate and handle the  

entire transaction like any 
traditional broker. 

             You...
� Save thousands in commissions. 
� Preserve the equity in your home. 

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, April 9

Wescott honors service of three retirees 
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By Jim Kendrick
On April 27, representatives 
of general contractor Colarelli 
Construction Inc. confirmed the 
results of a cost analysis they 
had performed with Donald 
Wescott Fire Protection District 
Chief Vinny Burns and Assistant 
Chief Scott Ridings. The final 
design-build contract cost has 
been reduced from $1.9 million 
to $1,769,351 for the new Station 
3 building to be constructed on 
the southeast corner of Highway 
83 and Stagecoach Road. 

Ridings noted that about 
$100,000 has also been spent 
on permitting and related site 
expenses. Another $150,000 
has been budgeted for furniture 
and other building operational 
requirements that are not part of 
the Colarelli contract. 

Brad Schmidt of Colarelli 
said the development plan would 
be approved by the Pikes Peak 

Regional Building Department 
in a few days, which will al-
low Colarelli to “pull” building 
and grading permits. A special 
board meeting was scheduled 
to be held at 7 p.m. on May 10 
to complete contract signing by 
the district board chairman and 
Colarelli representatives. The 
district’s attorney will review the 
final contract prior to the signing 
meeting. 

The groundbreaking cer-
emony will be held at the con-
struction site at 8:30 a.m. on 
May 14. 

Trustee Joyce Hartung was 
excused from the meeting. 

The March financial state-
ment was unanimously accepted. 
No problems were noted and 
no major expenses occurred. 
The amount rolled over at the 
end of 2010 was budgeted to be 
$119,269. The actual amount 
rolled over was $569,894, be-

cause only 79.4 percent of the 
total amount budgeted for 2010 
was spent. 

Chief’s report
Ridings reported that there were 
125 calls in February including, 
six fire and 90 medical calls. 

Burns noted that Hoelting 
& Co. had completed the on-site 
portion of the 2010 audit. Hoelt-
ing will present the final draft to 
the board prior to forwarding it 
to the state. 

Burns said the new Rosen-
bauer pumper will be ready for 
pick-up in early May. 

Ridings passed around a 
thank you letter to the district 
from the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture for wildfire support in 
the Shasta Trinity National For-
est in Redding, Calif. A total of 
10,000 firefighters participated 
in fighting this wildfire. 

Ridings said that Wescott 
collected about $16,000 for the 

Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion. 

Burns noted that seven 
new probationary volunteer 
firefighter/EMTs will start their 
orientation on April 29: Rich-
ard Steiner, Scott Webber, Ni-
cole McAllister, Aaron Nonko, 
Mark Hrdlichka, Jessie Brown, 
and Ben Rackl.

During this time they will 
complete required paperwork, 
be briefed on department poli-
cies and procedures, have their 
firefighting and emergency 
medical skills tested, and par-
ticipate in a physical agility 
test.

Wescott staff members 
will help with a Pleasant View 
Estates chipping event at 
Wescott’s Station 2, 15000 Sun 
Hills Drive, on May 7. 

Burns reported that the 
Manpower Committee had 
held its first meeting to provide 
Directors Bo McAllister and 
Harland Baker an overview 
of district staffing plans and 
issues. 

The meeting adjourned at 

coach Road
• Purchase of new apparatus 

for Station 3
• Implementation of the 

Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan

• Wildland firefighting 
participation in Colorado 
and California

• Department technology 
system upgrades

• Raised over $100,000 for the 
Southern Colorado Muscular 
Dystrophy Association

Edwards received numerous 
gifts from the International As-
sociation of Fire Fighters Local 
4319, the Wescott board, and 
firefighters, including statues of 
firefighters and an Army Ranger, 
a shadow box with a flag flown at 
every fire department in El Paso 
County, and his helmet. Valerie 
Marshall presented a slide show 
that showed the roles played by Edwards, Badger, and Lehman at 

the conclusion of the ceremony. 
********** Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, April 27

Cost reduced for new station 

April 9: Left: After 15 years 
of service, volunteer EMT 
Instructor, CPR Instructor, 
and Firefighter/EMT Carly 
Lehman retired from the 
DWFPD. Center: After 23 

years of service, volunteer 
Battalion Chief Mike Badger 
(R) retired from the DWFPD. 
Volunteer firefighter Jake 
Alcorn (L) presented the 
retirement plaque to Badger. 

RIght: After 15 years of 
service, Chief Jeff Edwards 
formally retired from the 
DWFPD. Volunteer Lt. Bryan 
Ackerman presented a 
shadow box to Edwards with 

a flag flown at every El Paso 
County fire department and 
all of Edwards’ earned rank 
and insignia, as son Brian 
Edwards and wife Deb looked 
on. Photos by Jim Kendrick.
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By Bernard L. Minetti
On April 27, Battalion Chief Mike Dooley 
presented a study of the condition of the 
self-contained breathing apparatus equip-
ment in the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District. He determined that 
the safety of firefighters was being jeop-
ardized. He said that they had reported 
numerous failures and that the present 
equipment would no longer be supported 
due to new industry standards.

In local testing by survey of district 
firefighters, it was determined that the 
failure rate of the present equipment was 
50 percent. It was also noted that because 
of these failures, multi-million-dollar law-
suits had been filed in other parts of the 
country. Dooley’s staff has examined the 
equipment that is available for purchase 
and determined that Scott manufactured 
the equipment that was best suited to the 
district’s needs.

To equip the district’s mobile fire 
equipment, 20 self-contained breathing 
units and 20 spare bottles would be need-
ed. Additionally, Dooley determined that 
it would require three additional pieces of 
this equipment to outfit the rapid interven-
tion teams who are called upon to rescue 
firefighters in distress. Each fire station 
requires three of these items to equip the 
rapid intervention teams.

Dooley advised the board that it 
would cost $122,495 to purchase and re-
place the self-contained breathing units. 
He determined that this could be funded 
through impact fees. The district receives 
$700 per new private residence and $700 
per 2,000 square feet for each new com-
mercial property. The district impact fee 
balance at the beginning of the year was 
$345,000. 

After some discussion by board 

members, Director Roger Lance made a 
motion that Dooley’s recommendation be 
accepted and that the cost be paid in one 
lump sum. It was unanimously approved.

Budget report
Treasurer John Hildebrandt noted that 
property tax revenues totaled $1,255,924 
through March, which was 38.95 percent 
of the budgeted amount for the year. He 
said specific ownership tax receipts to-
taled $67,893, or 24.77 percent, of expect-
ed revenue. Ambulance revenues totaled 
$164,671, or 33.61 percent, of the annual 
budget. He also notified the board that 
expenses averaged 22.34 percent of the 
budget to date. The revenues and expendi-
tures through March should represent 25 
percent of the annual budget.

Two recognized for 
professionalism

Fire Chief Robert Denboske advised the 
board that emergency medical technician 
Erin Lamb-Smith had been nominated for 
the EMT Paramedic of the Year Award. 
He further noted that Battalion Chief Greg 
Lovato should also be recognized, since 
the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District was nominated for the Emergency 
Medical Service Agency of the Year 
Award. Lovato is directly responsible for 
the training and oversight of the district 
emergency medical service operation. 

Board President Charlie Pocock 
noted that while these two individuals did 
not achieve the award, the fact that they 
were both nominated speaks very highly 
of their dedication and professionalism. 
These awards are sponsored annually by 
the Plains to Peaks Agency, which is a co-
operative partnership of emergency medi-
cal and trauma service providers serving 
Cheyenne, El Paso, Kit Carson, Lincoln, 
and Teller counties in Colorado.

Training Officer Mike Keough re-
ported that during the month of March, to-
tal personnel training hours totaled 620.9. 
The breakdown included 487 Fire/All 
Hazard Specific hours, 85 EMS specific 
hours, and 48.9 Physical Fitness hours. 
He advised the board that the district had 
achieved the certification and training 
level that allows them to be called to assist 

and to be reimbursed by state or federal 
agencies. 

The certification level reached allows 
one type 1 engine and one brush truck to 
be utilized in any cooperative trans-agen-
cy operation. Keough further advised the 
board that any participation by the district 
with state or federal agencies would not 
affect revenues. 

7:53 p.m.
**********

The next regular meeting will be held at 
7 p.m. on May 25 at Station 1, 15415 Gle-
neagle Drive. Meetings are normally held 
on the fourth Wednesday of the month. 
Information: 488-8680. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, April 27

Board approves purchase of safety equipment

The Blue Sage Merchant 
251 Front St #11-A, Historic Monument, 488-1822 

Mon � Fri 10:00 � 5:00 Sat 9:00 � 3:30 or by Appointment 
http://showcase.inkfrog.com/thebluesagemerchant

13,000+ Positive Feedbacks 

We sell for YOU on the 
WORLD�S LARGEST auction site!

FREE eBay research! FREE professional photographs! 
EXPERIENCE you can count on! 

We do it all! Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 8 years!
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Professional Deck Restoration  
Sanding, Staining and Sealing, Repair 

Since 1999. Free Estimates.

www.Bordersdeckcare.com or bordersdeck@hotmail.com

Closed 
During  
May 

Final Sale Days begin Memorial Day, May 30! 

RIght: Seven new probationary 
volunteer firefighter/EMTs will be 
starting their Donald Wescott Fire 
Protection District orientation on April 
29: (left to right) Richard Steiner, 
Scott Webber, Nicole McAllister, 
Aaron Nonko, Mark Hrdlichka, Jessie 
Brown, Ben Rackl.  They will complete 
required paperwork, be briefed on 
department policies and procedures, 
have their fire fighting and emergency 
medical skills tested, and participate in 
a physical agility test. Photo provided 
by the DWFPD. 
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More sprinkler program information
Pocock then read the sixth installment of information on 
the residential sprinkler program into the record. It con-
sisted of the following:
 “Residential Fire Sprinkler System or No Fire 

Sprinkler System, Article Six
  The Pikes Peak Regional Building Department 

(PPRBD) is currently using the 2003 edition of the 
International Codes and should be adopting the 2009 
edition within the near future, with the exception of 
not adopting the requirement to have residential fire 
sprinkler systems installed in all newly built one- 
and two-family homes. The Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Protection District (TLMFPD) is in the process 
of reviewing our current fire code requirements 
along with our current amendments to the fire codes 
(2003 edition also). The TLMFPD is reviewing the 
amendments used by the Colorado Springs Fire 
Department and is following close to what they 
will be using with some minor changes. The current 
amendment requiring a residential fire sprinkler 
system will not change—it has been in effect since 
April 2008. 

  The TLMFPD has in its amendments to the 
2003 edition of the Fire Code a mandate requiring 
residential fire sprinkler systems in homes having 
total covered square footage of 6,001 or more. Homes 
with a square footage of 3,600 to 6,000 being built in 
the Urban-Wildland Interface area also require a fire 
sprinkler system with one exception. If the builder 
and/or homeowner mitigate the land from 30 feet 
around the home out to 45 feet, then the amendment 
drops the requirement for the fire sprinkler system. 
Any new one- and two-family home being built in or 

out of the Urban-Wildland Interface area greater than 
6,001 square feet is required to have a residential fire 
sprinkler system installed. 

  Two types of residential fire sprinkler systems 
can be installed in a new home. One would require 
a water tank to be installed in the utility room 
containing enough water to last 10 minutes minimum 
to contain the fire to the room of origin. This system 
would require an annual maintenance check of the 
pressure gauge and the antifreeze solution. The 
second type of system is connected to the domestic 
water system in the home. The testing of this type 
occurs every time a water faucet is turned on, such as 
a bathroom sink, bathtub, shower, kitchen sink or any 
indoor or outdoor water faucet.”

Chief Denboske advised the board that Battalion Chiefs 
Lovato and Dooley were on-scene commanders for the 

recent hydrochloric acid spill from a railroad tank car on 
the west side of town. Lovato’s team was first on the scene 
and Dooley’s team relieved Lovato’s team. The chiefs and 
their teams were recognized for their efforts in maintain-
ing a stable and safe situation during this incident.

**********
The next Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, May 
25, at the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Administration Center at 166 Second St. in Monument. 
For further information regarding this meeting, contact 
Fire District Administrative Assistant Jennifer Martin at 
719-484-0911.

Bernard Minetti may be contacted at 
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Tri-Lakes Networking Team 
�TNT Unites Women to Build Relationships, 

 Achieve Success and Improve Our Community� 
Presents:

�Less is More� 
Your 6-Second Elevator Statement 

May 10th                     6:30 to 9 pm 
�The Hideaway� 3805 Walker Road C.S.             719.481.2083 

www.trilakesnetworkingteam.com

* Reflexology * 
(foot and hand therapy)  

Carol Mates 213-8262 ARCB Certified�Reiki Master
www.reflexology4health.com      Downtown Monument

Are you stressed out? Need a good 
night�s sleep? Reflexology could 

be the answer! 

Tami Porter 
Herbalife  

Independent 
Distributor 

Changing lives for over 15 years 
See my weight loss results: www.results44.com

Shop online: www.livelean.net 
(719) 487-8577

Distributors needed to earn part-time income around their schedule. 

Come join us 
in serving our 

community 
together!

As a member of the Kiwanis family, our �community� 
is truly worldwide. But, our primary focus is on El Paso 
County, Colorado, and within it on the Tri-Lakes area 
north of Colorado Springs. This area encompasses the 
Towns of Palmer Lake, Monument, the subdivisions of 
Woodmoor, King�s Deer, Gleneagle, and many other 
local areas. But, our �community� is not just about 
geography. It is mainly about people, especially our 
young people, our quality of life, and the preservation 
of our values as reflected in the Six Objects of Kiwanis. 
http://sites.kiwanis.org/Kiwanis/en/discover/ourvalues.
aspx. 

The Kiwanis Club of Monument Hill 
www.monumenthillkiwanis.org 

(719) 487-1098
info@monumenthillkiwanis.org 

We meet Saturdays, 8 a.m. at The Inn at Palmer 
Divide, 443 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake 

Monument Hill Kiwanis is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization affiliated with 
Kiwanis International, a global organization of volunteers dedicated to 
changing the world, one child and one community at a time. The Club, 
formerly known as Monument Hill Sertoma, has been supporting the Tri-
Lakes community for over 35 years. In addition to sponsoring the Monument 
Independence Day Parade, each year the Club raises and 
contributes over $100,000 to worthy organizations such as 
Tri-Lakes Cares, Salvation Army, Lewis Palmer School District 
38, Griffith Centers for Children, and the Rocky Mountain 
Youth Leadership Foundation. For more information, visit: 
www.monumenthillkiwanis.org.

Left: Battalion Chief Mike Dooley explains the need for replacement of the self-contained breathing 
apparatus units in the district. Right: TLMFPD Board President Charlie Pocock congratulates Battalion 
Chief Greg Lovato for his significant efforts in overseeing the training and operation of the district 
emergency medical service unit. The unit was nominated for the Peak to Plains annual unit award. Photos 
by Bernard Minetti.

By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer School Board approved the recom-
mendation that Sandi Brandl become the next principal of 
Lewis-Palmer High School. Brandl is currently assistant 
principal and has 17 years of experience in education. She 

has been with the district since 1996.
Brandl received her principal license from the Uni-

versity of Denver and a master’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Colorado at Colorado Springs.

She will succeed current Principal John Borman, 
who will become superintendent of schools for District 
38 in July.

Budget discussion
A spreadsheet of the district’s preliminary budget re-
ductions may be accessed on the district’s website, 
lewispalmer.org. Go to departments, business services 
department, budget documents 2011-12.

Interim Superintendent Ted Bauman and incoming 
Superintendent John Borman presented the budget to the 
District Accountability Advisory Committee on April 12 
(see article on page 26 of this issue).

It is anticipated that the district will need to reduce 
its budget by about $3 million for next year, based on 
anticipated funding levels from the state, anticipated en-
rollment figures, and increases in fuel and utility costs. At 
each of its meetings the board has discussed specific parts 
of the budget, approving some and asking for further in-
formation on others.

In the area of central administration, the board pro-
posed eliminating the office of assistant superintendent of 
student learning, a position presently held by Dr. Shirley 
Trees, who will be retiring at the end of the school year. 
The $205,000 savings will come from salaries and ben-
efits for those in the office.

Borman said that the process of curriculum mapping 
(please see an explanation of this in the October 2010 is-
sue of OCN) will be passed to the principals for a few 
years. The principals present at the April 7 meeting con-
firmed that they could absorb this function for a limited 
time. The office of student assessment can also help with 
the process.

Bauman proposed that the district utilize $350,000 

Lewis-Palmer School District Board of Education, April 7 and 21

Board appoints new principal, 
discusses budget
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from the county’s cash in lieu of 
land fund to fund such projects 
as locks, roof repairs, HVAC 
system repairs, and a boiler. 
The fund’s source is fees from 
developers building residential 
areas who would normally be 
required to provide acreage for 
new schools. Since the district 
does not anticipate needing a 
new building, it is permitted to 
use the fees (there is presently $1 
million set aside by the county) 
to buy land, build or renovate 
schools, or fund capital needs.

Bauman said that this would 
eliminate the need to use capital 
reserves funds for this purpose.

The board discussed the 
possibility of charging fees for 
the use of buses. Several op-
tions, including levying a fuel 
fee, a blanket fee for all com-
munity members (to include 
parking spaces as well as bus 
use), or a fee per trip, were dis-
cussed. The board finally agreed 
that they would not levy a bus fee 
this year.

The board also rejected a 
proposal to reduce spending 
on Title 1 resources for special 
education.

The board considered 
increasing revenue by selling 
some of the district’s assets, such 
as the portables outside of the 
Grace Best school building. The 
structures are in good condition, 
and it was felt that the activities 
now occupying them could be 
moved into Grace Best.

Board member Mark Pfoff 
expressed concern that the dis-
trict might need the buildings 
in the future if enrollment were 
to increase. He requested that 
Assistant Superintendent of 
Operations Cheryl Wangeman 
investigate other district assets 
that may be sold. 

A representative of Advan-
tage3 spoke to the board at its 
April 21 meeting regarding a 
contract for branding assets in 
the district. This would involve 
contracting with Advantage3 to 
seek sponsors for such assets as 
stadiums, libraries, cafeterias, 
and other physical assets. The 
district would have the final ap-
proval on such sponsors, who 
could be local, regional, or 
national in scope. The contract 
for five years could result in over 
$100,000 for the district. Advan-
tage3 would receive 40 per cent 
of the proceeds, with the district 
retaining the rest. Advantage3 

would be responsible for main-
taining the signage and removing 
it at the end of the contract.

Members of the board were 
concerned about the division of 
proceeds and asked to investi-
gate other companies that would 
perform the service while retain-
ing a smaller fee.

Steve Stephenson of the 
Long Range Planning Task 
Force reported that his group 
has been negotiating with Black 
Hills Energy to reduce the cost 
of its services. They discov-
ered that each of the district’s 
buildings currently has its own 
account. By combining all into 
one bill and by being refunded 
taxes erroneously charged by 
the utility, the district could save 
over $10,000. In addition, the 
district could receive rebates by 
purchasing approved boilers and 
other equipment.

The board passed a resolu-
tion to increase student fees by 
a modest amount in 2011-12. 
These fees cover such items as 
media materials and transcripts.

District transportation man-
ager Robin Mossman explained 
proposed changes in bus routes 
to allow elimination of two 
routes. This was achieved by 
increasing the walking require-
ment for elementary students 
from one-half to one mile. The 
department considered such ele-
ments as the availability of side-
walks, traffic, and roadways in 
making this decision. The board 
passed the proposed change.

The board passed the exten-
sion of contracts and the conver-
sion of contracts from probation-
ary to non-probationary. It also 
passed a list of non-renewals for 
certified personnel.
Budget process proposal
At the April 7 meeting of the 
board, David Cloud, a district 
resident, proposed an algorithm 
that would allow the district to 
better anticipate large expendi-
tures by forecasting five years 
into the future. The intention is 
to maintain a goal level of re-
serves (he recommended 25-30 
percent of expenditures) and de-
termining the rate of expenditure 
on that basis.

He said that had the dis-

trict used such a system in the 
2004-07 school years it could 
have avoided the large one-time 
decrease in reserves to fund the 
operation of Palmer Ridge High 
School.

Cloud acknowledged that 
uncertainty is a major obstacle 
to the process, but he said that in 
November of each year, when the 
enrollment levels have been de-
termined by the October count, 
the district could project forward 
and finalize the previous year’s 
figures.

At this point, it is unlikely 
that a mill levy override would 
be approved, Cloud said, and he 
recommended that the district put 
any excess revenue into reserves. 
This could happen, for example, 
if the cuts at the state level were 
lower than anticipated.

Board President John Mann 
requested that Cloud present a 
plan for the board to implement 
in order to replenish the reserves 
in a minimum amount of time.

Pfoff commented that he 
would not wish to take money 
from the students in order to 
increase the reserves.
Recognitions at the April 

21 meeting
Steve Waldmann, district parent 
and adviser of the chess team, 
introduced several of his chess 
champions to the board. In this 
fifth year of the program, one of 
the local participants went on to 
win the state title.

VFW Middle School Teach-
er of the Year Virginia Monroe 
introduced three members of the 
school’s speech team.

Phyllis Robinette, a fourth-
grade teacher at Palmer Lake 
Elementary School, introduced 
five teachers who have achieved 
or are working toward national 
board certification.

Public comments
Ana Konduras of Direction 38 
said that the Board of Education 
was irresponsible to spend more 
than it had in 2003-07, resulting 
in public distrust and the inabil-
ity to pass three mill levy over-
rides. She recommended that the 
board keep the public involved in 
its deliberations (as in the cre-
ation of the long-range planning 
committee) and that it publish all 
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The district’s chess champions are, from left: Jonathan Carswell 
(home schooled), adviser Steve Waldmann, Meera Bjhatia (Bear 
Creek Elementary), Garrett Smith (Prairie Winds Elementary), Alisa 
Young (Prairie Winds Elementary), Zachary Race (Prairie Winds 
Elementary), Easton Eberly ( Palmer Lake Elementary), Eric Sullivan 
(Palmer Lake Elementary), Eric Sullivan (Palmer Lake Elementary), 
Nathan Wisniewski (Palmer Lake Elementary), Quinn Turner (Lewis-
Palmer Elementary), Wade Smith (Bear Creek Elementary) and 
Cedar Collins (Bear Creek Elementary). Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Teachers who have achieved or are seeking national 
certification are, from left: Diane Jensen, Lewis-Palmer 
Middle School (national board certified in music), Susan 
Sparks, Lewis-Palmer High School (national board 
certified in English), Jalen Waltman, Lewis-Palmer High 
School (national board certified in Spanish), Jennifer 
Powers, Lewis-Palmer Elementary (advanced candidate 
for national board certification in language arts), Linda 
Wilson, Palmer Lake Elementary (advanced candidate for 
national board certification as generalist in early childhood 
education), Phyllis Robinette, Palmer Lake Elementary 
(national board certified as generalist in early childhood 
education).. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Above: Sandi Brandl, new 
principal of Lewis-Palmer 
High School. Photo provided 
by D-38.
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By Harriet Halbig
Kiran Nay, son of Exceptional Students Learning Team 
member Michelle Nay, spoke to the committee on April 
13 about the use of his district-provided netbook in the 
classroom. He said that it helps with his writing projects 
because it took him a long time to handwrite tests and 
papers. On receiving the netbook, Kiran wrote an essay 
on a school achievement that made him proud and about 
the people who helped him. He wrote about his writing 
teacher and others who supported him.

Committee member Marie Jackson said that her son 
has a netbook that reads his textbooks to him as he reads 
the book, reinforcing what he sees.

The group viewed a video of lecturer Jonathan 
Mooney talking about neurological diversity. Diagnosed 

with dyslexia and ADHD in fourth grade, Mooney 
dropped out of school in sixth grade, returning in ninth 
grade and ultimately graduating with honors from Brown 
University.

He said that he was brought up in a system where 
normalcy was required and a “fix it or get out” philosophy 
prevailed. He said that children like himself were made to 
feel that they were somehow broken and were constantly 
humiliated and punished in front of their peers.

Mooney said that his mother was his primary advo-
cate during his youth. She would work with him on his 
studies, but would also let him be himself and would take 
him on outings. He said that it is crucial for parents to 
let their children know that they care and love their chil-
dren regardless of their grades and difficulties in school. 

By Harriet Halbig
On April 12, the District Accountability Advisory Com-
mittee (DAAC) heard a detailed review of the Lewis-
Palmer School District’s 2011-12 budget proposal from 
interim Superintendent Ted Bauman, incoming Super-
intendent John Borman, and Assistant Superintendent of 
Operations Cheryl Wangeman.

The Board of Education continues to receive updates 
from the Long Range Planning Task Force and is consid-
ering various cost-cutting measures that would have min-
imal impact on the classroom experience in the district.

Bauman opened the discussion by stating that the 
district would need to cut approximately $3 million from 
its budget under present expectations of funding from the 
state. This is based on an anticipated $2.2 million rescis-
sion of funds and a potential decline in enrollment of 120 
students.

Wangeman said that the district may need to spend 
some of its reserves beginning in the 2012-13 school year, 
but should be able to add to them in 2011-12. She projected 
that there will be five fewer teachers due to the decrease 
in enrollment, but that there would not be a reduction in 
the number of tenured teachers.

Although 40 school districts in the state charge fees 
for busing students, Wangeman said it was hoped that 
would not be necessary this year.

Budget information was explained in three catego-
ries: central administration, operations, and district-wide 
initiatives to increase revenue.

In brief, the following initiatives were offered:
Central administration:
• Reduce spending on textbooks
• Delete position of Assistant Superintendent of 

Student Learning
• Decrease funding for staff training and supplies
• Decrease funding for staff travel
• Decrease superintendent’s budget
Operations:
• Redraw boundaries of bus routes, requiring more 

students to walk, thereby eliminating two routes
• Pay off copier leases
• Perform more maintenance in-house
• Decrease water use by not watering elementary 

school lawns, only watering playing fields at high 
schools

• Reduce technical staff
• Food service operation is now running in the 

black and can pay into the reserves for some of its 
expenses

• Use county cash in lieu of land funds for capital needs 
such as repairs on the roof at Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School, better locks at Palmer Lake Elementary, and 
asphalt repairs at Lewis-Palmer Elementary

Regarding potential revenue enhancements, Borman and 
Bauman offered the following options:
• The school calendar for 2011-12 includes fewer days 

for classified workers and students, saving in salary, 
utility and transportation costs

• The district has sought funds from the military for 
students who are dependents of active-duty members 
of the military

• Increase fees for sports participation. Borman 
expressed a concern that an increase in fees beyond 
a certain level would discourage participation and 
potentially increase the dropout rate. Current fees 
are $130 to $160 per sport per student. Borman said 
that the fees should not be permitted to rise to $200, 
especially for individual sports such as track.

• Increase rental fees for community use of school 
facilities. Many churches rent school properties for 
weekend use.

• Savings in salaries will occur as experienced retirees 
are replaced with newer teachers

• Charge for summer school service for those not 
having individual education plans.

• Advertise kindergarten availability
• Sell ads on district property such as stadiums

• Sell district buildings such as Grace Best or portable 
classrooms.

All the above initiatives would result in a savings of $3.7 
million, allowing some discretion as the budget is final-
ized.

DAAC Co-Chair Steve Braun asked that Bauman 
provide talking points for DAAC members to take to their 
Building Accountability Advisory Committees (BAAC). 
Bauman said that a more detailed presentation would be 
made at the Board of Education meeting on April 21.

Board of Education update
Board of Education liaison Gail Wilson reported that 
the board had met with Borman to discuss a governance 
model for next year.

Regarding legislation, she said that the federal gov-
ernment does not plan cuts in education funding. On the 
state level, there were a number of bills under consider-
ation:
• HB 1048 would allow individuals to donate to private 

school and get a tax credit
• HB 1055, which would have made it easier for charter 

schools to use vacant school buildings, did not pass
• HB 1069 would require 600 minutes per month of 

physical education
• HB 1089 would allow charter schools to access 

federal grant money, but not in support of special 
education

• SB 40 would require junior and senior high school 
coaches to attend training in concussions

• SB 12, regarding student possession of prescription 
drugs, would allow students to possess the drugs 
only with Board of Education approval.
Committee for Political Achievement

Committee for Political Achievement Chair Cori Tanner 
said that she continues to pursue a meeting with state 
Rep. Amy Stephens. Stephens, now the majority leader 
of the state House of Representatives, has responded that 
she now lives in Denver and would find it inconvenient to 
come to Monument for a weekday meeting.

This leaves the option of representatives from DAAC 
seeking a weekend meeting.

Tanner distributed postcards for committee members 
and other parents to sign regarding the committee’s con-
cern about present funding levels. 

**********
The District Accountability Advisory Committee meets 
at 7 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month. Locations 
vary. The May 10 meeting will be held at the district’s 
learning center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

budget details.
Joanne Witt of Lewis-Palmer Middle School’s PTO 

thanked Wangeman and Tina Wallace for their help in 
achieving 501(c)3 status for the group.

District parent Steve Braun lauded the board for its 
ability to cut so much from the district budget through the 
use of analysis and creativity. He was impressed that this 
could be achieved with little impact within the classroom. 
Upon talking with other parents, however, he concluded 

that such a budget is unsustainable and causing sacrifice 
on the part of the district’s employees, who face a third 
year of pay freezes. He said that the board should make 
the tough decisions of rewarding its staff and purchasing 
a bus every few years.

The board passed a consent agenda of such routine 
items as minutes of past meetings, resignations and re-
tirements, requests for leaves of absence, and other items 
requiring board signature.

**********
The Board of Education of the Lewis-Palmer School dis-
trict meets at 6 p.m. on the third Thursday of each month. 
The next meeting will be held on May 19.

Meetings of the Board of Education are now available 
for viewing at www.ustream.tv/channel/lpsd-live

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

District Accountability Advisory Committee, April 12

Bauman and Borman review proposed budget
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By Jim Kendrick
After eight years on the Baptist Road Rural Transpor-
tation Authority (BRRTA) board, District 1 County 
Commissioner Wayne Williams announced at the Dec. 
10 meeting that it would be his last BRRTA meeting. In 
November, Williams was elected as El Paso County clerk 
and recorder. The other members of the BRRTA board and 
staff presented a plaque and a “Thank You Wayne” cake 
to Williams during a going-away party after the meeting. 
However, the farewell turned out to be premature. 

It was discovered shortly after this Dec. 10 meeting 
that BRRTA’s rules allow the three county positions on 
the BRRTA board to be filled by any elected county offi-
cials, not only county commissioners. So Williams chose 
to remain on the board due to his thorough and extensive 
knowledge as the longest-serving member BRRTA has 
ever had. 

The other two county positions are held this year 
by new District 1 Commissioner Darryl Glenn, who 
replaced District 2 Commissioner Amy Lathen, and in-
cumbent District 4 Commissioner Dennis Hisey. Glenn is 
the board president for 2011 and Monument Mayor Travis 
Easton is the vice president. The board president position 
has traditionally alternated on an annual basis between 
the Monument mayor and the county District 1 office 
holder. Monument Trustee Jeff Kaiser is the fifth member 
of the five-person BRRTA board. 

Hisey’s absence from the April 1 meeting was ex-
cused. 

Financial items
The board approved three checks presented for approval 
by its CPA, Carrie Bartow of Clifton Gunderson LLP:
• $3,833 to Clifton Gunderson LLP for accounting 

services ($2,406) and sales tax administration 
($1,427)

• $8,169 to Grimshaw and Harring PC for legal 
services

• $4,429 to R.S. Wells LLC for district management 
services

The board also unanimously accepted Bartow’s monthly 
BRRTA cash position report. The General Fund ending 
balance was $765,692. Total debt service funds available 
were $3,072,127. The project account fund had $2,362,111 
available. Bartow noted that the expected $3 million Col-
orado Department of Transportation payment recently 
approved by the state Transportation Commission had not 
yet been received. 

Bartow also reported that BRRTA’s sales tax collec-
tions for January was about $82,000, up $20,000 or 32 
percent over the previous January. These temporary tax 
revenues are used to pay off the 20-year bonds that ma-
ture at the end of 2026. 

The board unanimously approved the engagement 
letter from auditing firm Biggs Kofford PC for the 2010 
BRRTA audit for $3,600. 

Big R road improvement 
fee reduction request

Background: At the Dec. 10 BRRTA meeting, Kevin 
Paul of Larkspur Properties had requested a reduction of 
BRRTA’s standard road improvement fee for a proposed 
Big R store in the vacant commercial zoned area at 845 
Struthers Road at the Spanish Bit Drive intersection. 

The request was based on three factors: a substantial 
portion of the proposed building is used for storage rather 
than retail sales, the proposed use does not fully compare 
to the model used by BRRTA for retail store trip genera-
tion predictions, and direct comparisons to other uses that 
have similarly reduced trip generation rates. 

At this same Dec. 10 meeting, Dennis Menchow of 
Forest Lakes LLC expressed concern, saying his firm 
feels the current fee schedule is fair. The board went into 
executive session to further discuss Paul’s letter request-

ing the fee reduction. 
At the March 4 BRRTA meeting, Paul agreed to 

provide the board information regarding storage to retail 
space allocations for other BRRTA businesses such as 
Walmart and Staples. There was board consensus that 
the road improvement fee schedule for specialty retail 
properties would remain unchanged for now, but Lark-
spur Properties would consider a partial refund if the fee 
schedule was amended in the future. 

On April 1, BRRTA attorney Jim Hunsaker reported 
that Paul had determined that stores like Walmart and 
Staples have about 10 percent of their space allocated for 
warehouse storage compared to 26 percent for the pro-
posed Big R store. Paul proposed that the fee for Big R 
be based on 16 percent of the square footage being billed 
at the warehouse rate and the other 84 percent at the spe-
cialty retail rate. Hunsaker said that the remaining legal 
question is whether to start making distinctions between 
stores like Big R and Home Depot or Walmart as a policy 
decision. 

The matter was unanimously continued due to the 
absence of Paul from the meeting. 

Williams answered some questions from Tom Kas-
sawara, Monument director of Development Services, 
about how sales tax from the BRRTA area within the 
Town of Monument might be apportioned to Pikes Peak 
Rural Transportation Authority (PPRTA) after BRRTA 
finishes all planned upgrades to Baptist Road, pays off 
its current and future bond debt, and is dissolved in the 
distant future should the Monument Board of Trustees 
decide to join PPRTA at some time. 

After this BRRTA meeting, the Board of Trustees 
decided not to pursue joining PPRTA during its April 18 
meeting. 

Executive session
The board went into executive session at 3 p.m. to con-
sider a settlement offer with THF Realty for the access 
road to THF Realty’s former Foxworth-Galbraith hard-
ware store property. This property lost its primary access 
from Struthers Road when the new wider northbound 
on-ramp from Baptist Road to I-25 at Exit 156 was con-
structed. BRRTA built a curb cut in westbound Baptist 

Road between Jackson Creek Parkway and this on-ramp 
for a temporary replacement access road through the ad-
jacent former ADK Monument Developers LLC property 
to the east. 

The vacant ADK property is the proposed site for the 
previously approved Timbers at Monument development 
on the northwest corner of the intersection of Baptist Road 
and Jackson Creek Parkway, opposite the King Soopers 
Shell station. However, ADK has gone into bankruptcy 
and this property is in foreclosure by Community Bank. 

The board came out of executive session at 3:30 p.m. 
and immediately adjourned without taking further ac-
tion. 

**********
The next meeting will be held at 2:30 p.m. May 6 at 
Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. Meetings 
are normally held on the first Friday of the month. Infor-
mation: 884-8017. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority, April 1

 Williams reappointed to BRRTA board
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Parents must seek to individualize schools’ approach to 
learning and embrace what a student can do successfully 
rather than always emphasizing weaknesses.

Inclusion shown to be important
The committee then discussed the concept of inclu-

sion in the district. The law requires that students be 
included in regular classes to the greatest extent possible. 
Separation is only acceptable when satisfactory results 
cannot be achieved.

Inclusion in the general education classroom lets 

special-needs students experience a more natural setting 
and gives them a sense of belonging and integration with 
their peers.

A teacher in attendance said that inclusion prompts 
teachers to shift their emphasis from how they teach to 
how an individual student learns. Studies have shown that 
general as well as special-needs students improve their 
academic performance when inclusion is practiced. The 
goal for the special-needs students is to learn core con-
cepts of the curriculum to the greatest extent possible.

The committee discussed program and speaker ideas 
for the coming school year, including a resource fair to be 
held in September.

**********
The Exceptional Students Learning Team meets at 6:
30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month in the 
district’s learning center, 146 Jefferson in Monument. 
The next meeting will be held on May 11.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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By Bill Kappel
Drier than normal conditions again prevailed in April, 
but it’s all relative. We actually received some beneficial 
moisture quite often during the month, but because April 
is on average our wettest month of the season, precipita-
tion was still well below what would be expected. 

Drought conditions, which started last fall, con-
tinue to plague the Front Range and eastern plains of 
Colorado. This is the typical pattern one would expect 
when a strong La Nina is occurring in the Pacific Ocean 
(www.crh.noaa.gov/images/pub/climate/Southern% 

20Colorado%20and% 20La% 20Nina.pdf). 
April started off pretty close to what you would ex-

pect, with wild swings in temperatures, lots of wind, and 
some snow. Unfortunately, we have continued to be drier 
than normal, and when combined with gusty winds, fire 
dangers have remained elevated. We reached the mid- to 
upper 70s on the second day of the month, which was re-
cord high territory across the region. 

The next day started off windy and mild, with winds 
gusting as high as 80 mph in areas west of I-25, causing 
damage in some spots. This was ahead of a strong storm 
system that brought heavy snow to the mountains and al-
lowed a strong cold front to push through just after noon 
on the 3rd. Temperatures tumbled and clouds filled in, 
with graupel and snow falling through the early hours of 
the 4th. Most of us received 1-2 inches of snow and some 
beneficial moisture. 

Temperatures again warmed quickly to the low 70s 
on the 5th, ahead of another quick-moving cold front 
that moved through late on the 6th. This brought some 
rain initially on the evening of the 6th, which quickly 
changed to snow that evening. Another 1-3 inches fell by 
the next morning, with more beneficial moisture helping 
to alleviate the drought a little. Unfortunately, more dry 
and windy weather moved in over the next few days and 
quickly made the moisture from the previous week a 
distant memory. 

The week of the 10th started off with seasonably 
cool weather and clear to mostly clear skies through the 
afternoon of the 11th. Temperatures warmed up quickly 
on the 12th ahead of a quick-moving storm that was 
heading toward the region. Clouds began to fill in by the 

afternoon of the 13th, with rain developing around 4 p.m., 
mixing with snow at times during the evening. 

This continued into the morning hours of the 14th, 
with a nice soaking of rain and snow across the area. This 
really helped alleviate the fire weather concerns for a few 
days and made the newly growing plants pretty happy. 
Temperatures warmed slowly over the next few days, with 
highs starting off in the 40s on the 14th, then the 50s on 
the 15th, with mild 60s and low 70s over the weekend. 

The third week of April saw a nice reprieve from the 
dry weather we’ve experienced most of the last couple of 
months. Unsettled conditions moved in late on the 18th 
after a mild start to the day. Low clouds, fog, and drizzle 
developed during the evening. The next day started off 
with low clouds, fog, drizzle, and snow as well. Unsettled 
conditions continued into the afternoon, with thunder-
storms and snow during the mid-afternoon. Low clouds 
stuck around the next morning, with rain developing dur-
ing the early evening of the 20th. 

A bit of a break in the unsettled conditions returned 
for the 21st and 22nd, with temperatures rebounding into 
the upper 60s on the afternoon of the 21st and low 60s on 
the 22nd. Another quick-moving storm moved into the re-
gion during the morning of the 23rd, with snow, more fog 
and low clouds, and cool temperatures off and on during 
the day. Heavier rain and snow again fell on Sunday the 
24th, with some of the higher areas of the Palmer Divide 
picking up slushy accumulations of a half-inch or so. 
Temperatures held in the 40s both days over the weekend 
as well. 

The last week of the month saw a continuation of the 
cool and unsettled pattern, with our heaviest snow since 
early February occurring from late on the 25th off and 
on through the morning of 27th. Several rounds of snow, 
intense at times, and accompanied by thunder, occurred 
during the afternoon and evening of the 25th. Most of the 
snow melted as it fell, with only slushy accumulations 
during the heaviest of snow. More of the same occurred 
the next morning and afternoon, before steadier snow late 
in the afternoon and again in the late evening/early morn-
ing hours managed to put down a consistent 2-6 inches of 
snow across the region. 

Windy and warm conditions again returned quickly 
on the afternoons of the 28th and 29th as temperatures 
warmed to the mid-60s and melted the new snow quickly. 
However, this was ahead of one last storm for the month. 
The cold front with this system moved in during the eve-

1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25  
off Highway 105 & Knollwood. 

(719) 487-8660

Spice It Up!
Are you ready to update your look? 

I specialize in the latest razored, 
texturized cuts and color trends 

Arlene Nelson

"What would 
you like for 

Mothers' 
Day?"

"I would like 
you to go to 
church with 

me!" 

We have a seat for you!

The Church at Woodmoor
Traditional Service 

Sunday Worship, 10 am 
18125 Furrow Road 

(719) 488-3200

By Harriet Halbig
The Woodmoor Improvement Association (WIA) board 
met the owners of Pikes Peak Brewing Co. at its April 
27 meeting. Chris Wright and Dan York, Monument 
residents, are preparing to open their tasting room and 
restaurant in mid-June. The pub is located in Woodmoor 
Center on Lake Woodmoor Drive. Half the pub will be a 
tasting room and half will be a production area.

Wright explained that their intention is to create a 
community meeting place where neighbors could come 
and discuss local events or celebrate special occasions. 
He said that the pub will be a family-oriented place, with 
handcrafted root beer and ginger ale in addition to beer. 
There will be a limited menu at first, including sand-
wiches and panini.

Wright said the hours of operation will be 10 a.m. to 
9 p.m. on weekdays and until 11 p.m. on weekends. There 
is a fenced outdoor seating area to the west of the build-
ing. On weekends there will be acoustic music indoors. 
Wright assured the board that there would not be a signifi-
cant odor from the brewing process.

The brewing company will sell beer by the glass 
and kegs at first. In the future, they hope to bottle it and 
distribute it regionally. There will be charity events once 
a month or so to benefit the school district, firefighters, 
and other local entities. They have notified the local Ki-
wanis Club of their interest in participating in the July 4 
parade.

The board voted to support the company as it seeks 
a liquor license at a public hearing on May 3. Members 
said they welcome new businesses and tax revenue to 
the area. The office has received no calls objecting to the 
business.

Ballots mailed to residents
Board Secretary Craig Gaydos reported that the ballots 
for approval of changes in the association’s governing 
documents would be mailed on April 29, and residents are 
encouraged to return them by May 31. He reminded the 
board that the number of votes to change the documents 
varies with each one. Amended documents may be seen 
on the association website (woodmoor.org) or paper cop-
ies may be picked up at the association office.

Board Treasurer Nick Oakley reported that the 
association’s spending is below budget for the year. He 
said that he was notified last week that the association 
will undergo an IRS audit on May 3. The board voted to 
give power of attorney to its accountant and homeowners 
association manager Matt Beseau to provide the required 
materials to the IRS during the audit.

Beseau said that he will attend a Colorado Associa-
tion Institute Law Day on May 13. He is still seeking a 
part-time covenants assistant.

Fire Wise event set for May 7
Woodmoor Public Safety (WPS) Chief Kevin Nielsen 
reported that two of his officers will attend the Fire 
Wise event on May 7. In other matters, he said that no 
bear sightings have been reported as yet, but residents 
are cautioned to keep their trash indoors and keep their 
grills clean. He also suggested that a WPS officer deliver 
new resident packages to recent homebuyers. In this way, 
the officer could explain such benefits as vacation home 
checks and make new residents aware of other services 
offered by the association. The board informally agreed 
to this suggestion.

Forestry Director Carolyn Streit-Carey reported that 
all is in place for the Fire Wise event. She said that adver-

tising has been purchased in the Gazette and Tribune and 
that a committee member is pursuing mention on radio 
and TV. The next community event will be a chipping 
event in June. She said there have been few recent lot 
evaluations. Training for new forestry volunteers will 
begin soon.

Common Area Director W. Lee Murray reported on 
several matters:
• Signs prohibiting swimming and skating on the 

ponds have been contracted
• The committee will begin a survey of common areas 

and seek bids for mowing services
• Murray will ask the county for advice on the control 

of noxious weeds in common areas
• Great American Cleanup day is May 14, and he is 

seeking volunteers to help organize
• Six card tables have been purchased for use in the 

Barn
• The Aliyah church, which has rented the Barn for 

Saturday meetings, has found a permanent location. 
Beseau said that he will ensure that the Barn be kept 
open for association activities for several Saturdays 
during the year.

The board voted to approve a new fee schedule for asso-
ciation and Architectural Control Committee matters.

**********
The Board of Directors of the Woodmoor Improvement 
Association meets at 7 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at the association’s Barn, 1691 Woodmoor 
Drive, Monument.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, April 27

Board supports new brew pub

April Weather Wrap
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By the staff at Covered Treasures
Are you looking for a good paperback book for your bed-
side table, or to stow in an airplane carry-on? Book club 
members and Covered Treasures staff have recommended 
some “good reads.” A few of these are described below.

Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand
By Helen Simonson (Random House) $15
In a small village in the English countryside lives Major 
Ernest Pettigrew, a wry, courtly, opinionated, and com-
pletely endearing local icon. He values the proper things 
that Englishmen have lived by for generations: honor, 
duty, decorum, and a properly brewed cup of tea. A shared 
love of literature and loss of respective spouses draws he 
and Jasmina Ali, the Pakistani shopkeeper, together, and 
their friendship blossoms into something more. Can their 
relationship survive the risks one takes when pursuing 
happiness in the face of culture and tradition?

Parrot & Olivier in America
By Peter Carey (Vintage International) $15.95
Olivier is an aristocrat born just after the French Revo-
lution, and Parrot is the motherless son of an itinerant 

English engraver. Their lives are joined when Olivier sets 
sail for the New World to save himself from another revo-
lution, and Parrot is sent with him as spy, protector, foe, 
and foil. With the story of their unlikely friendship, the 
adventure of American democracy is explored with daz-
zling inventiveness, richly drawn characters, and outra-
geous humor. A National Book Award finalist, this book 
was also short-listed for the Man Booker Prize.

Homer & Langley
By E.L. Doctorow (Random House) $15
Homer and Langley are brothers—the one blind and 
deeply intuitive, the other damaged into madness, or 
perhaps greatness, by mustard gas in the Great War. They 
live as recluses in their once grand Fifth Avenue mansion, 
scavenging the city streets for things they think they can 
use. Although they want nothing more than to shut out the 
world, history seems to pass through their cluttered house 
in the persons of immigrants, prostitutes, society women, 
government agents, gangsters, and jazz musicians. The 
epic events of the century play out in the lives of the two 
brothers, as they struggle to survive and create meaning 
for themselves. 

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even when the letter writer is an OCN volunteer.  For let-
ter guidelines, see page 39

A thank you to the community
At 3 a.m. on April 20, the Pikes Peak Chapter of the 
American Red Cross (PPARC) received a call from the 
El Paso County Emergency Management Office that a 
chemical spill had occurred in Monument involving a 
tanker railroad car, forcing an evacuation of 200 or more 
homes. A shelter to house and care for these evacuees was 
set up at the former Grace Best Elementary School, and 
by 5 a.m. we were receiving clients looking for a warm 
place to stay and some warm food and drink.

At around 4 a.m., the PPARC Partner Services/
External Relations group started calling food companies 
in the Monument area to partner with us to provide some 
initial and basic water and food supplies for the shelter. In 
about 20 minutes, Walmart, Safeway, Serrano’s Coffee, 
and Rosie’s Diner all began assembling and delivering 
food and water, starting the shelter off on a solid note.

Throughout the day, other food companies in Monu-
ment started to supply food and drink spontaneously to 
help us help those in need: Pizza Hut, It’s A Grind, Texas 
Roadhouse, Dominoes Pizza, Royal Crest Dairy, Star-
bucks, and Vitamin Cottage/Natural Grocers. All these 
supplies were a great help to the shelter as well as to the 
emergency responders, railroad workers, School District 
38 staff, and others who were tasked with helping miti-
gate the results of the hydrochloric acid spill. Some food 
companies wishing to donate food and drink had to be 
turned away because we were concerned too much might 
go to waste.

It is a heartwarming and wonderful testament to all 
residents and food companies in Monument that during a 
time of disaster or need, the community at large can work 
together skillfully and swiftly to help others in the com-
munity. The American Red Cross and your Pikes Peak 
Chapter thank all of you who donated and helped in one 
way or the other.
Bill Carroll
Pikes Peak Chapter of the American Red Cross

D-38 meeting attempts to 
justify mill levy override

A School District 38 meeting was recently held at the 
district’s headquarters to provide information about state 
education funding. Sponsored by the District Account-
ability Advisory Committee’s Committee for Political 
Achievement, this meeting was advertised as: “No ru-
mors, just information. What’s really happening with 
school funding.” 

The flier implied that Sen. Mark Scheffel and Colo-
rado Board of Education member Paul Lundeen would at-
tend. No explanation was offered at the meeting for their 
absence. I spoke with both Scheffel and Lundeen, who 
had previous engagements and could not have attended. 
The use of their names was a deliberate misrepresentation 
designed to pack the meeting house.

Unfortunately, it turned out to be just another justifi-
cation for a mill levy override (MLO) by Interim Super-
intendent Ted Bauman and board member Gail Wilson. 
The presentation was biased. They indicated that D-38 is 
one of the few districts that receives the lowest amount of 
state funding. The fact is that D-38 is near the middle of 
the 34 largest districts in the state.

Our district appears to be ready to extend its hand for 
more money via MLO from the already strapped taxpay-
ers in this district, while at the same time providing no 
long-range, fiscally responsible plan. Even with recent ad-
ministrative cuts, our district continues to be top heavy.

One of the many budget items for the district to con-
sider is charging for busing, something being done across 
the state. At a recent budget meeting, Bauman comment-
ed that he does not believe that families should pay for 
their children’s use of school transportation. Yet, he also 
maintains that an MLO should be passed. Apparently he 
would prefer to have all the district taxpayers subsidize 
a small group of ridership rather than have the users pay 
their share.

Don’t the taxpayers deserve a school district that 
models ethical and credible ways of doing business?
Stephen Boyd
Direction 38!

Leaders must inform us 
about D-38 budget

Who’s to blame for School District 38’s budget woes? 
How do we solve our budget crisis? A parent posted 
the following question on the website of Direction 38! 
(lpd38.org): “Is Amy Stephens right, after all, that we 
have a spending problem?” 

Colorado House Majority Leader Stephens respond-
ed: “The spending problem I alluded to has been within 
our state government the last four years—when many of 
us, including me, did not vote for the budget as we asked 
for rainy day savings—even 1/10th of 1 percent, and were 
turned down. We also did not want the State Education 
Fund brought down to nothing as these are teacher jobs.” 

She continued: “The question in school finance is not 
a spending problem—it is an economic recovery problem. 
Colorado’s unemployment is now surpassing the national 
average.” Her solution: “I have focused on bills that will 
move the state towards lifting burdens that allow business 
to create more jobs and helping industries put people back 
to work.”

D-38 leadership’s public statements lead one to con-
clude they blame state government, too. Yet from 2003 to 
2007, the D-38 School Board overspent three of five years. 
They wiped out an $11 million savings account and built a 
second high school we couldn’t afford. Today, D-38 is one 
of 13 districts (of Colorado’s 178) on the state auditor’s 
watch list for districts in “severe financial distress.” 

And what about the legacy of distrust that persists? 
Perhaps there’s enough blame to go around. Solutions? 
Ted Bauman’s Citizen Task Force is a great start. Can 
we do more? D-38 leadership must publish, post, and 
push out the details of next year’s budget to allow senior 
citizens, parents, and teachers ample time to scrutinize 
before the June public forum. 

An informed and engaged community can solve 
problems. 
Ana Konduris
Direction 38!  ■

ning hours of the 29th and brought in a sharply cooler air 
mass, clouds, and some snow.

A look ahead
May often experiences a wide variety of weather condi-
tions in the region, from warm, sunny days to severe 
thunderstorms and hail, and even some snow. May 2007 
was a snowy May, with over 20 inches accumulating for 
the month, and May in the last couple of years brought 
about average precipitation with just a few inches. For a 
complete look at monthly climate summaries for the Tri-
Lakes region, please visit http://www.thekappels.com/

ClimateSummary.htm.
April 2010 Weather Statistics

Average High   58.5° (+2.3°)
Average Low   26.4° (-0.9°)
Highest Temperature 76° on the 2nd 
Lowest Temperature 5° on the 4th 
Monthly Precipitation 2.14” 

(-1.34”, 48% below normal)
Monthly Snowfall 11.1” 

(-21.5”, 75% below normal)

Season to Date Snow  59.7” 
(-71.0”, 54% below normal) 

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip. 10.73” 

(-7.63”, 42% below normal) 
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)

Heating Degree Days 676 (-16)
Cooling Degree Days 0

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. 
He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

A properly maintained vehicle 
can save FUEL and $$$!

Call for an appointment today

488-6729

Quality IMPORT Service
707 County Line Road, Palmer Lake

$3 OFF Oil Change
$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 5/31/11

Letters to Our Community

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

 Fan favorites
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By Elizabeth Hacker
It’s May, the month when bird migration becomes so ap-
parent that it’s hard to ignore, and I hear from many read-
ers about the birds they see. Yes, the birds are arriving 
daily and birders are in their element.

One family of songbirds that arrives in May is the 
flycatcher. In many areas of the country there are colorful 
and elegant examples of flycatchers but here, flycatchers 
are drab. The showy scissor-tailed found in Texas, Okla-
homa, and Kansas and the vermillion flycatcher found in 

Texas and Mexico are colorful examples. 
While traveling in central Mexico with fellow bird-

ers, we saw so many vermillion flycatchers that birders 
familiar with this bird became tired of them. Because it 
was my first encounter seeing this species, I took time 
to observe it darting a few feet from its perch to grab an 
insect, then in a flash, returning to the same spot to wait 
for the next insect.

I suppose because it was red and in Mexico, I ex-
pected that it would behave a little differently than the 
flycatchers we see here but in fact, the behavior was very 
similar.

Habitat
As the name implies, flycatchers are an insectivore and as 
such do not frequent backyard feeders. While it is easy to 

spot flashy hummers and brightly colored finches feeding 
in our yards, finding a flycatcher requires us to leave our 
“nests” to search for them. Generally, I find them perched 
in quiet areas near a source of water at the edge of a forest. 
Places like Mount Herman Forest Preserve, the Air Force 
Academy, and Castlewood Canyon State Park are all good 
locations to find them. 

The family of flycatcher includes any number of 
perching birds that dart out from a perch to catch a fly 
on the wing. The species that nest here are members of 
the new world “tyrant flycatcher” family and include 
the olive-sided flycatcher, western wood pewee, and the 
western kingbird. These birds have similar coloration but 
differ in size, habitat selection, behavior, and the songs 
they sing. 

Western wood pewee
About the size of a sparrow, the western wood pewee is 
the smallest of the three flycatchers found here. As fly-
catchers go, the western pewee is actually medium-size 
with dull gray olive-colored upper parts and a pale olive-

By Woody Woodworth
May is an unpredictable month in the Tri-Lakes region. 
We can expect weather to ping-pong from sunny, warm 
days to bitter cold and snow from week to week. Many 
gardeners at 7,000-foot elevation get frustrated because 
their neighbors in Denver and Colorado Springs are 
already planting annuals and vegetables early in the 
month. 

We all get garden fever, but if we are not careful our 
plants can be easily devastated by a severe weather change 
so drastic that you may have to start over and replant. 

You can offer protection for your tender plants by 
using a greenhouse or cold frame, or if plants are in pots 
simply move them in and out of the heated house. Some 
plants can be put in the ground or left outside now and 
will flourish in the colder temperatures. Pansies are prob-
ably the toughest plants for early color. They can take a 
hard frost, then get covered in snow and when the sun 
comes out the next day or two, they will poke their faces 
out at the world and smile. Other plants that can tolerate 
snow and cold are columbine, hosta, sage, chives, tarra-
gon, and hops.

Last frost date is June 6
Typically, there is an 80 percent chance we won’t get any 
frost after May 23, but Mother Nature can deliver a kill-
ing frost up until June 6. That day is what we call our last 
frost date in Monument. If you are going to plant early, 

be prepared to use frost blankets as a cover. Bed sheets 
work well as blankets, but plastic will hold in too much 
moisture and possibly increase damage to plants on a cold 
night.

You can start gardening now, but don’t plant every-
thing right away. A good rule of thumb is to plant shrubs 
and trees whenever you can dig and there is no frost in 
the ground. Now is a good time to cut back any perenni-
als you have left in your garden from last season. Leave 
mulch around the base of most plants in early May, and 
then expose them more near the end of the month. Add 
more mulch to perennial gardens to preserve the valuable 
moisture we should be getting this time of year. Feed 
trees, shrubs, turf areas, and perennials a granular fertil-
izer to kick in the growth.

Plant grass and wildflower seed by scratching up the 
existing soil, seeding according to the sow rate and cov-
ering with about a quarter inch of soil. Try not to cover 
grass seed too deep, because it has a hard time pushing 
through lots of soil. Remember to fertilize turf areas first, 
wait a couple of weeks, and then plant grass seed. If you 
plant your seed first, the fertilizer may burn the new seed-
lings and kill your efforts.

Replenish pots with new soil
Clean out any pots you left full from last season and re-
plenish with new potting soil. Use Osmocote or a granular 
fertilizer mixed well into the top six inches of the potting 

mix to ensure there is food for your plants later in the sea-
son. Leave plenty of space for the plant roots and keep the 
level down a couple of inches to make watering easy.

Every spring the deer come into the yard and start to 
munch the tender plants emerging from the ground. In the 
past, we’ve seen total devastation from these docile and 
beautiful creatures. Now is a good time to set the rules 
straight for the deer that are coming into your yard. The 
idea is to train them to understand they cannot eat your 
gardens. That’s right, train them. 

We use Plantskydd and Liquid Fence products to 
achieve this goal. We spray gardens in late April or early 
May, and then wait about 10 days and spray again. We 
follow up by spraying two more times at about three-
week intervals, and that pretty much does it. The deer 
will still come into the gardens, but they don’t put their 
heads down to eat. They walk away. I spray the gardens a 
couple of times toward the late season and before winter 
to protect my investment even further.

So, get out and garden if you have the fever. Be pa-
tient for warmer weather for tender plants and be aware 
of the weather changes. Go plant something. It’s good for 
the soul.
Woody Woodworth is a member of the Garden Centers 
of Colorado, is actively involved in the green industry, 
and operates a garden center in downtown Monument. 

He can be reached at woodywoodworth@ocn.me.

Greenbranch Garden Services
(719) 487-0652 

First-Aid for Your Garden 
Design, Planting, Maintenance 

Scrub-Oak Management, Weed-Control
Tilling and Soil Preparation 

Storm and Hail Damage Removal 

TREE MAN 
Tree Service & Fire Prevention

We are a local 
professional tree 
service offering 
quality work at 

affordable prices. 

� We do all types of 
tree work any time 
of year: Removal, 
thinning, trimming, 
chipping. 

� Low winter rates 

� Firewood Available

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

The Russian Concubine
By Kate Furnivall (Berkley Books) $15
Through the eyes of two star-crossed 
lovers, this epic novel brings to life the 
war-torn China of the 1920s. Sixteen-
year-old Lydia retains her fierce spirit, 
even after her mother, who was among 
the Russian elite, flees the Bolsheviks and 
brings her to Junchow. Chang An Lo is a 
handsome Chinese communist youth with 
fire in his eyes. He is threatened by Cha-
ing Kai-shek’s troops and by the priceless 
jewels of a dead tsarina, which are in his 
possession. Caught between cultures and 
ideologies, this young couple struggles to 

survive in a world of danger and change, 
and readers feel as though they have expe-
rienced pre-revolutionary China. 

The Big Burn
By Timothy Egan (Houghton Mifflin Har-
court) $15.95
On Aug. 20, 1910, the drought-stricken 
national forests of Washington, Idaho, 
and Montana were overcome by a roar-
ing inferno, as wicked winds whipped 
hundreds of small blazes into flames that 
neither the forest rangers nor anyone else 
knew how to subdue. Equally as dramatic 
as the story of the fire is the larger story 

of President Teddy Roosevelt and his chief 
forester, Gifford Pinchot. Pioneering the 
notion of conservation, this pair did noth-
ing less than create the idea of public land 
as our national treasure, owned by and 
preserved for every citizen.

Where Men Win Glory
By Jon Krakauer (Random House) $15.95
Pat Tillman walked away from a multimil-
lion-dollar NFL contract to join the Army 
and become an icon of post-9/11 patrio-
tism. When he was killed in Afghanistan 
two years later, a legend was born. But the 
real Pat Tillman was much more remark-

able, and considerably more complicated, 
than the public knew. Setting the record 
straight, the paperback edition includes 
new material and new developments. 

If early May is too late to ski, too early to 
garden, and maybe a little snowy for hik-
ing, it’s reading time. So grab a good book 
and keep it handy to fill time between ap-
pointments and errands.

 Until next month, happy reading.
The staff at Covered Treasures can be 

contacted at books@ocn.me.

High Country Highlights

May gardening in Tri-Lakes

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Flycatchers heading this way
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By Janet Sellers
For any art purchase there is a relatively common factor 
that has existed since the earliest times. First and fore-
most about enjoying art is the element of connection, and 
buyers like to think that they have a connection with the 
artwork they are viewing and looking to purchase. 
The subject matter of a painting also has a powerful im-
pact on its value over time and, for at least the last few 
hundred years in the art world, the subject of a painting 
has played a big role in its popularity and in the market 
price. 

Even so, in the precipitous contemporary art world, 
the top-selling painting to date is a Jackson Pollack drip 
painting that sold in 2006 for $140 million ($151 million 
in today’s dollars), with Van Gogh and Picasso having the 
most artwork represented in terms of amounts paid and 
number of sales of their paintings. For those of us with 
more modest purchasing power, the top artworks that sell 
are prints, and the value of prints is much higher for lim-
ited-edition prints since they are in shorter supply than 
unlimited editions. 

Although I had a hard time researching for you 
what sells the most worldwide or in the U.S. alone as of 
this date, I did locate a survey that was conducted in the 
United Kingdom that is often used by journalists. It was 
conducted by Art Business Today on behalf of The Fine 
Art Trade Guild of the U.K. For the record, more than 800 
galleries across the U.K. were asked to name their best-
selling art in 2003. Once the largest empire, the U.K. still 
has a profound effect on language, culture, and legal areas 
of world civilization, so it is a plausible reference.

The five painting subjects found to sell most are, in 
this order: traditional landscapes, local views, modern or 
semi-abstract landscapes, abstracts, and dogs. The study 
revealed that the top five media that sell best are limited 
edition offset-litho prints, limited edition giclée prints, 
open edition offset-litho prints, oil and acrylic paintings, 
and water colors. The order of the media list reveals that 
the prices of prints are lower than that of the others, and 
that the light-fastness and physical longevity of oils and 
acrylics give them more sales power than the potentially 
fugitive water colors, which are typically done on paper. 

For our Tri-Lakes area artists, galleries, and art lov-
ers, we have quite a lot of paintings available locally for 
these most popular subjects. While most artists end up 
painting in their own inimitable style a subject that they 
like best, it seems the artists and buyers in our area are 
on the same page as the global market in terms of what to 
buy and what to paint. 

I’m glad that my current favorite, modern and semi-
abstract landscapes in acrylics, was in the top group for 
subject and media, but frankly, it probably wouldn’t make 
a dent in my opinion if they were not on the list. It is 
amusing to investigate what makes a savvy purchase in 
the worldwide art market.

Two local galleries that consistently have these popu-

lar subjects have recently made venue changes in the way 
they offer special exhibit spaces for artwork:

Bella Art and Frame, 183 Washington St. at Second 
Street in Monument, is now offering artists a new way to 
exhibit their art. Owner Maggie Williamson showed me 
the areas in the ample Bella art gallery that can be rented 
by artists on a monthly or bi-annual basis. The gallery 
will only take a 10 percent fee from a sale made from 
these rented exhibit areas. This offers the artist more of 
the proceeds from a sale if they are renting space. The 
gallery will continue to have its own showcase area for 
their curated Bella exhibits. Williamson also plans to 
open up the garden area outside of the building for an art 
sanctuary with sculptures and some nice features to enjoy 
outdoors as well. 

Artists at Southwinds Fine Arts Gallery had the 
first show and sale of the season on the weekend of April 
30-May 1, and we expect to see more shows over this 
spring and summer. Gallery owner Jim Wider has artists 
that offer paintings and sculptures, jewelry, glass art, and 
mixed media artworks. Visit the gallery at 16575 Roll-
ercoaster Rd. on the corner of Baptist and Rollercoaster 
Roads, 719-481-6157.

Art Hop returns
The Art Hop is back this month! May 19 will kick off 
the year for our local monthly art event held the third 
Thursday of each month from May through September. 
Seventeen local venues in Historic Monument will open 
their doors from 5-8 p.m. for the special artful evenings 
throughout the summer season. 

We’ve all been waiting for our local art season to 
begin and enjoy in the warmer weather. Please join me in 
attending the many artful events our Tri-Lakes venues of-
fer. We are very fortunate to have so many within walking 
distance of each other. As always, we are looking forward 
to seeing you at the Art Hop.

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter and sculp-
tor who works in paint, metal and concrete. Sellers 

lives in Woodmoor, Colorado. She can be reached at 
JanetSellers@OCN.me.

Art Matters

The best-selling paintings
Shari Blake Pet Services

Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593
CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY

���������������������

Child Care in a Loving Family Home 
Licensed daycare provider in Jackson Creek 

     Across from Creekside Middle School
� Full-time and part-time 
� Before and after school 
� Night care & weekends also available 
� Openings include 0-5 yr. olds

Call Carmen at 488-6561 or 344-3132

ART HOP SPECIAL
Great Buys on Original Art 

May 19, 5-8 pm!
174B Washington 

St., Monument
(719) 488-8793

gray underbelly. Sometimes there is a bit of pale yellow 
on the male’s belly. Its head is darker and has a slight 
crest. Its wings are dark with two light wing bars. It has 
a round black eye, and the underside of its black beak is 
an orange-yellow color. Nothing really stands out, which 
may be one reason it’s a challenge to find it. 

It perches in the lower branches of a tree or on a stalk 
in a grassy meadow. Its song is a “buzz peer” sound. It 
nests in the lower branches of a tree or in an abandoned 
woodpecker hole and lays two eggs in June. The chicks 
fledge in July, and in mid-August the birds begin their 
long flight to their winter home in South America.

Olive-sided flycatcher
The olive-sided flycatcher is similar in appearance to the 
western pewee but it’s a little larger—a little smaller than 
a robin. I often here its “quick three beers” song or its 
“pip pip pip” call before I see it. When I finally spot it, it 
is often observing me from its high perch. 

It nests in the treetops, and while it is reclusive, it will 
fiercely defend its territory from invaders, primarily jays 
and crows. It often perches on top of a ponderosa pine. 
In June it sings in the morning and evening to attract a 
mate but takes time to dash out to catch an insect before 
returning to the same treetop to continue singing.

After its long flight from the Andes Mountains, ol-
ive-sided flycatchers arrive here in mid-May and begin 
nesting in early June. The average nest contains three 

eggs. The numbers of this bird are declining, which is 
thought to be due to habitat loss (deforestation) in its 
winter habitat.

Western kingbird
Unlike its demure flycatcher cousins, the larger kingbird 

is a conspicuous and aggressive bird about the size of a 
blue jay. It darts after insects like its smaller cousins, but 
it chooses larger insects like wasps and flies up 40 feet or 
more to grab them. It has an olive-gray upper body with 
a pale yellow belly and its elongated dark tail has white 
coverts. The most striking feature is its head, with its long 
black beak and sharp eye with a pencil-thin eye line. It is 
the Darth Vader of flycatchers.

I once observed a kingbird fly behind a hawk pluck-
ing out one wing feather after another as the hawk desper-
ately tried to escape. This bird doesn’t hide; it perches out 
in the open. Its voice is chatty with a shrill bickering tone 
that sounds a little like “Don’t mess with me.” 

The western kingbirds’ courtship displays involve the 
male twisting and turning as he flies up 60 feet or more 
then hovers in mid-air before tumbling head over heels to 
the ground. After mating, the female lays three cream-
colored eggs in a cup-shaped nest located in a shrub or 
the lower branches of a tree. She incubates the eggs for 
18 days while the male guards the nest. After the chicks 
hatch, the parents feed them for 20 days before the chicks 
fledge. In late August the kingbirds begin their migration 
back to the mountains of central Mexico.

Elizabeth Hacker is a writer and artist. E-mail her at 
elizabethhacker@ocn.me to share bird stories.

Above: The western kingbird is the “Darth Vadar” 
of the flycatcher family. Drawing by Elizabeth 
Hacker. A color version is posted at www.ocn.me/
v11n5bird.htm.

Above (L to R): Margaret Seagraves and Maggie 
Williamson pose with Margaret’s artworks.  
Seagraves has this area of gallery space specially 
reserved in the Bella Art gallery for her paintings, 
soft sculpture, and more. Photo by Janet Sellers.
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Above: The Monument 
Homemakers Club cel-
ebrated the Easter holiday 
by holding a Easter bonnet 
contest during their monthly 
potluck lunch Apr. 6. Irene 
Walters, the president, led 
the women present to chose 
the prettiest, funniest, and 
most unusual bonnet worn 
by the group. The winners 
in each category are pic-
tured above. (clockwise) 
Karen Miller was chosen 
as having worn the prettiest 
bonnet; Lorena Roe stepped up to win the prize for having the 
“funniest” bonnet on her head; and the most unusual bonnet 
award was presented to Katie Moore. Photos by Mary Hafner.

Thousand Laughs heard at TLCA, Apr. 1

Hats are a hit

“Dog N Jog” fundraiser a big success, Apr. 17

Snapshots of Our Community 

By David Futey
On April 1, the Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts (TLCA) hosted Night of a Thou-
sand Laughs. Colorado Springs Gazette 
Entertainment Editor Warren Epstein 
emceed the evening as well as opened 
with his comedic insight on traveling 
to Mexico during spring break and the 
possibility of a call center moving to the 
NORAD facility in Cheyenne Moun-
tain. 

Epstein said he first performed 
standup comedy at the Comedy Corner. 
After some early success someone asked 

him if he “was afraid of bombing,” to 
which Epstein said he did not at the time 
because he had a “naïve notion about 
success, as the comedy had come easy.” 
However, shortly thereafter Epstein ex-
perienced that fear as he performed at 
a Christmas party at Space Command 
where “everyone was looking to the 
general to determine whether to laugh 
or not.” 

Information on upcoming events at 
the TLCA is at www.trilakesarts.org. 

David Futey can be reached at 
dfutey@ocn.me.

Left: Warren Epstein opens Night of a Thousand Laughs by describing his 
trials while traveling to Mexico. Right: Comedian Adam White, who had 
performed the previous evening in Las Vegas, describes one of the problems 
he encountered while attending a wedding. Photos by David Futey.

By David Futey
On April 8, Colorado Springs-
based band 2 Hour Delay per-
formed at the Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts (TLCA). The perfor-
mance was one of the prizes for 
winning the Palmer Lake Arts 
and Community Event (PLACE) 
Battle of the Bands contest in 
September. 

During their performance, 
band members thanked Palmer 

Lake and the TLCA for the op-
portunity to play. Band member 
Julie Novak said that winning the 
contest “put some impetus into 
pursuing our music,” and they 
are now creating a CD. The band 
members are all past or present 
teachers at the Colorado School 
for the Deaf and the Blind, and 
Novak is a music teacher at the 
school. 

The band played a mix of 

covers from the likes of the Dixie 
Chicks and Sheryl Crowe, along 
with originals written by band 
member Robin Theryoung. 
David Futey can be contacted at 

dfutey@ocn.me. 

Pictured (L to R): 2 Hour 
Delay band members Randy 
Witte, Julie Novak, Jamie 
Lugo, and Robin Theryoung 
perform at the TLCA. Photo by 
David Futey

2 Hour Delay on time for concert

Left: More than $3,000 was raised at the “Dog N 
Jog” at Fox Run Park April 17. 

Right: The event was organized by Gabe Aguero 
(right), a junior at Palmer Ridge High School, for 
Tyler Biggs (left). The five-year-old suffers from a 
rare form of epilepsy. Money raised will help pay 
for the seizure-response dog that Biggs received 
through the Chelsea Hutchinson Foundation. In 
addition, Crossroads Animal Hospital offered to 
match the first $1,000 raised and to give lifetime 
veterinary care for the dog, Penney. The event 
was also sponsored by Animal Dental Care & Oral 
Surgery, Papa John’s Pizza, Camp Bow Wow, 
Staples, and the Palmer Ridge National Honor 
Society. Photos provided by the Aguero family.
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By Harriet Halbig
More than 50 vendors 
participated in the 35th 
Annual Pine Forest An-
tiques and Garden Show 
and Sale held April 30 
through May 1 at Lewis-
Palmer High School. 
About 1,800 tickets were 
sold. 

The vendors offered 
a variety of furniture, 
jewelry, clothing, and 
household finds such 
as kitchen tools, china, 
and glassware. Jewelry 
and furniture appraisals were available, 
as were glass, clock and watch repair 
services. Raffles were held and food was 
available at the Bistro and the homemade 
bake sale.

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club 
(TLWC), organizers of the event, again 
offered beautiful potted geraniums for 
sale. This year, for the first time, there 
were also nine vendors of garden items 
such as plants and landscaping services. 
A series of gardening lectures was pre-

sented, offering advice on gardening in 
this challenging climate, floral arranging, 
and answers to questions.

Co-chairs of the event Carolyn 
Hodges and Kendall Vliet (pictured 
above) said  the expansion of the show to 
include gardening was designed to attract 
a broader audience than antiques collec-
tors alone.

For information on the TLWC, go to 
tlwc.net. 

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

By David Futey
On a chilly April 23 morning, folks of a variety of ages 
gathered for the annual Easter Egg Hunt in Palmer Lake. 
The egg hunt was organized by Palmer Lake Town Clerk 
pro-tem Tara Berreth, with Administrative Clerk Kathy 
Van Tuinen filling all the eggs with a variety of candies. 

Firefighters from the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department also helped by manning a variety of games, 
such as a ring toss and spin-a-prize, that were set up in 
the Town Hall. 

At the conclusion of the hunt, everyone adjourned to 

the Palmer Lake Town Hall for games, popcorn, and to 
see what treats from their catch they could devour. 

Easter egg hunts were also held in Monument and 
other locations in the Tri-Lakes area. 

David Futey can be contacted at dfutey@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Easter Egg Hunt draws variety of ages, Apr. 23

Over 275 attendees sampled delicacies cre-
ated by area restaurant chefs using staples 
that are routinely found in client distribu-
tions within the Federal Commodities 
Program of Tri Lakes Cares (TLC). At-
tendees sampled such delights as cobblers, 
Shepherd’s pie, pork encrusted in potato 
puffs and black Bean soup. Aspen Point 
Café, Bella Panini, Folie a Deux, Fusion 
World Cuisine, Mamma Tina’s Catering, 
Oakley’s Bistro, R&R Café, and Texas 
Road House graciously lent their chefs to 
the challenge. Along with the tasting, lo-

cal area businesses sponsored educational 
booths on a variety of topics related to 
programs of TLC. Businesses sponsoring 
booths were: Adventures in Travel; Cre-
ate a Memory Studio; Health Advocacy 
Partnership; Turbo RV Service; Vitae Sa-
lon; Lorraine Sayer- Re/MAX Properties; 
TLC Computer Repair; Diana Jansen with 
American Business Benefit Association; 
Chris McDonald with My Coach & Con-
sultant; Bear Creek Financial; and, Hang-
ers Thrift Shop. Plans are in the works for 
a bigger and better event in 2012.  ■

Community garden beds constructed in Lavelett Park

Above: Easter egg hunters scoured the green in front of 
the Palmer Lake Town Hall in search of eggs with their 
delicious treats inside. Right: Hyram Orcutt and Hailee 
Tafoya have fun with the the Easter Bunny, who was 
played by Mike Berreth. Far right: Cora Vine Maddox 
takes a break after hunting for her eggs. Photos above 
and far right by David Futey. Photo on the right provided 
by Becky Orcutt.

As part of earning the rank of Eagle Scout, 
Ryan Daniel organized fundraising and 
construction of a community demonstration 
garden Apr. 23. 

The purpose of the two garden plots that 
were constructed is to see if a community 
garden can be successful at Lavelett Park.  
If vegetables can be successfully grown 
there this summer, the Garden Committee, a 
group of citizens from Monument, hopes to 
establish more beds next year. 

The garden beds would be used for 
growing food for food banks like Tri-Lakes 
Cares, and also the committee hopes to have 
plots for anyone who would like to grow 
vegetables for their family and who does not 
have a suitable place to garden where they 
live. 

Daniel was assisted by Troop 6 boy 
scouts, parents, and others who helped 
plan and build  this project. Rich Landreth 
and Ron Rathburn of the Monument Public 
Works Department volunteered their time 
and expertise and delivered materials and 
tools to the site. 

Pictured are those who braved the rain, 
snow, and cold to  build the garden. 

Monument Principal Planner Karen 
Griffith said, “Town of Monument officials 
were very pleased with how the garden beds 
turned out. Thank you Ryan, and everyone 
who worked so hard on the garden.” 

Photo by Leah Squires

First Taste of Tri-Lakes, Apr. 26 Pine Forest Show, Apr. 28
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April and May library events

Libraries celebrate National Library Week, 
gear up for summer reading

By Harriet Halbig
The Monument Library celebrated National Library Week 
by hosting a reception on Library Workers Day, April 12, 
and conducting a Snapshot Day, recording all activities at 
the library that day. It was an exciting time, and we thank 
you for all your kind words.

Other April events included a delightful Stuffed 
Animal Sleepover on April 8 and the ever-popular annual 
Duck Day on Saturday, April 9. 

In late April and early May, Children’s Specialist 
Sandy Yates and other staff members will conduct school 
visits to promote this year’s summer reading program, 
which begins on June 1. Programs for elementary school 
students and teens offer special programs and prizes. Fur-
ther information on the summer reading program and its 
special events will be in next month’s article.

Teens ages 12 to 18 are invited to volunteer a few 
hours per week to register younger children for the 
program and to award prizes. If they cannot commit to 
several weeks’ attendance, they can sign up for shorter 
commitments as substitutes. Rewards are the smiles of 

the children, gratitude of the staff, and a great party at the 
end of the program. A training session for volunteers will 
be held in late May, and the deadline for applications is 
May 10. Ask for an application at the circulation desk.

May’s Family Fun event will be Chick, Chick, Chick-
ens on Saturday, May 14, at 1:30 p.m. Would you like to 
hold a chicken? How long does it take for chicks to be-
come chickens? Learn about the fun of raising chickens 
from the Nesmith family. You can also learn how to make 
your own chickens—by folding paper!

The AARP Mature Safe Driving Program will be 
held on Thursday, May 19, from 1 until 5 p.m. This is 
a driver refresher course designed for motorists age 50 
and older. Graduates may present their course comple-
tion certificate to their insurance agent for a discount. 
Charge for the course is $12 for AARP members and $14 
for non-members. Class size is limited and registration is 
required.

The Monumental Readers book group will discuss 
The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck on Friday, May 20, at 
10 a.m. All patrons are welcome to attend this monthly 

book club.
All regularly occurring children’s programs, such as 

Toddler Time and Tuesday story times, will remain on 
their regular schedule through May.

On the walls during May will be oil paintings by Jon 
R. Thompson. In the display case will be Singer Feather-
weight sewing machines owned by Monument staff.

Palmer Lake events
Palmer Lake’s Paws to Read dogs will visit the library 
on May 7 (Newfoundland Jax) from 11 a.m. until noon 
and on May 19 (golden retriever Kirby). Read to a dog to 
increase your fluency—and select a prize.

The May Family Fun event is a visit from Rowen 
Monks, the Tarantula Wrangler. Learn about large insects 
and spiders during this fascinating program on Saturday, 
May 21, at 10:30.

The Palmer Lake Book Group will discuss Doctor 
at Timberline by Charles Fox Gardiner on June 3 at 9:00 
a.m. New members are always welcome.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Above: Girl Scout Julie Miller helped with a craft activity during Duck Day. Above: D’Shae Ferguson brought a favorite friend to the Stuffed Animal 
Sleepover program. Photos by Harriet Halbig

By Bernard L. Minetti
The April 21 meeting of the Palmer Lake Historical 
Society was highlighted by the presentation of a DVD 
video tour of the Black Forest area. The video tour was 
enhanced with a brief history of the various buildings, 
roads, and habitation. The presenter and narrator of the 
video was Terry Stokka.

Stokka is a member of the Black Forest History Com-
mittee. This committee, in conjunction with the Friends 
of the Black Forest Log School, produced the video titled 
“Historical Tour of the Black Forest.” The tour starts at 
the intersection of Black Forest Road and Shoup Road, 
which for production purposes is designated as the center 
of Black Forest. 

The video takes the viewer on a visual and historical 

tour north, east, south, and west of this point. The video 
may be obtained at www.blackforest-co.com/bfcc.

During the meeting, society member Sally Green ad-
vised the group that she was working on a history project 
that covers several topics. These topics are the YWCA 
property in the Glenn, the location of the 1907 Higgin-
son farm, the location of the Peter P. Blass home and his 
Columbine Park, and military encampments in Palmer 
Lake and in particular the one that was located behind the 
Martha Carter residence. Anyone who has information on 
these topics is asked to contact Green at 719-488-2462.

Historical Society member Laverne Kendall notified 
the attendees that American Legion Post 911 was con-
ducting a flag retirement event on the June 14 at 7 p.m. 
at The Depot Restaurant in Palmer Lake. He advised that 
anyone with a flag that needs to be disposed of because of 
worn or tattered condition should bring it to The Depot 
Restaurant at any time prior to June 14. The actual retire-
ment ceremony may be attended by anyone interested in 
viewing it.

Lynn Manzer, co-chair of the Chautauqua Com-
mittee, briefed the group on the progress of the event’s 
planning and execution. She emphasized that volunteers 
are still sorely needed to assist in the Aug. 4-7 event. Pro-
spective volunteers may contact her at 719-661-1167.

**********
The next Palmer Lake Historical Society meeting will 

be at 7 p.m. May 19 at the Palmer Lake Town Hall. That 
evening’s presentation will familiarize attendees with the 
history of the “Women of Douglas County.” The presenter 
will be Shaun Boyd.

Bernard Minetti may be contacted at 
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Apr. 21

Video provides tour of historic Black Forest

Above: Black Forest History Committee representa-
tive Terry Stokka presented a DVD video of a tour and 
history of many Black Forest locations at the April 
meeting of the Palmer Lake Historical Society. Photo 
by Bernard Minetti.

Local History Film Festival 
Sun., May 15, 1-6 pm, Monument Community 
Presbyterian Church, 238 Third St. in Monument. 

Featuring films on the Pikes Peak Region produced by local 
historian/filmmaker Jim Sawatzki. Tickets: $4 ($2 for children 
under 13). All proceeds benefit Tri-Lakes Cares. Admission is 
good for one or all showings. Includes Faith & Fortitude, Life 
& Times of Gen. Wm. Jackson Palmer, A Landmark For All,
Summer Sojourn, Treasure of Cripple Creek, and a preview 
of Historic Artists of the Pikes Peak Region being produced 
for PBS. Info: 481-3963. www.palmerdivideproductions.com 
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

Palmer Lake Town Council 
has two vacancies

The Palmer Lake Town Council has two vacancies for 
the position of Trustee.  Meetings are normally held on 
the first and second Thursday of the month.  The term of 
the appointee will expire in April, 2012.  To apply, please 
send a letter of intent with a brief summary of what you 
feel you can contribute to the Town of Palmer Lake in this 
capacity to: Town of Palmer Lake, PO Box 208, 42 Val-
ley Crescent, Palmer Lake, CO 80133.  Info:  481-2953 or 
tara@palmer-lake.org

Slash and Mulch season has begun
The El Paso County Black Forest Slash and Mulch season 
is here! Slash (tree and shrub debris; no stumps) will be 
accepted May 1 to Sept. 12. Mulch will be available, 
while supplies last, May 22 to Sept. 25. Hours of opera-
tion are: Saturdays, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sundays, noon to 4 
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 5 to 7:30 p.m. The 
mulch loader schedule is Saturdays only, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The loader fee is $4 per bucket, approximately 2 cubic 
yards. The slash and mulch site is located at the southeast 
corner of Shoup and Herring Roads in the Black Forest 
area. 

The program is a wildfire mitigation and recycling 
effort sponsored by El Paso County, co-sponsored the 
Colorado Forestry Association and the Black Forest Fire 
Department, in cooperation with Colorado State Forest 
Service and the State Board of Land Commissioners. 
The program’s purpose is to teach forest management 
practices and to encourage residents to clear adequate 
defensible space surrounding their structures by thinning 
trees and shrubs to reduce the spread of fire. Spreading 
mulch on the forest floor holds moisture, delays the spread 
of weeds, and provides nutrients to the forest. For more 
information, visit www.bfslash.org or phone 520-7878 or 
Jeff DeWitt, 495-8024.

Meet Wescott firefighters and other 
emergency personnel, May 14

Firefighters and other emergency personnel of Donald 
Wescott Fire Department will hold their annual Safety 
Fair Day on Saturday May 14, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Wescott 
Fire Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Health professionals 
and local merchants with special offers will also be there. 
See firefighting and emergency equipment, the new 
Wescott ladder Truck (531), firefighting demonstrations, 
the Memorial Star helicopter, car seat safety checks, the 
Sheriff’s Office Mounted Patrol, the Smokehouse, YMCA 
lifeguards, a Cheyenne Mountain Zoo display, and more. 
Enjoy a free lunch grilled up by the firefighters. For more 
information, call 488-8680.

El Paso County Begins Phase 2 of the 
Hodgen Road Safety Improvements, 

May 16
El Paso County will close the Phase 2 portion of Hodgen 
Road from just west of Farrar Drive to Highway 83 be-
ginning May 16. This will begin the final leg of designed 

safety improvements. There will be an approximate 
three-week overlap where Hodgen Road will remain 
closed from just east of East Black Forest to Farrar Drive. 
All 3.8 miles of Hodgen Road will be closed to through 
traffic during this period. The Highway 83 to Farrar Drive 
segment is expected to be completed by approximately 
December 2011. Detours will be marked. Hodgen Road 
residents within the construction boundaries will be al-
lowed to use a contractor-maintained route to regain ac-
cess to an open segment of Hodgen Road at posted detour 
points. All commuter traffic on Hodgen Road will be 
redirected by a posted detour route. For more information 
contact Dave Rose, Public Information Officer, 520-6540, 
or e-mail DaveRose@elpasoco.com.

Commissioners reschedule work session
 to review Woodmoor subdivision 

traffic to May 17
Woodmoor residents are encouraged to provide input on 
Doewood Drive options at a Board of County Commis-
sioners (BOCC) work session May 17, 2-5 p.m., at the 
County Office Building at 27 East Vermijo, Colorado 
Springs, in the Commissioners Hearing Room, Third 
Floor. The session was rescheduled in response to area 
residents’ requests for more time to arrange their sched-
ules and prepare for the discussion. 

Formal action on Doewood Drive is now sched-
uled for consideration by the BOCC during its regu-
lar meeting May 24. For more information, contact 
DaveRose@elpasoco.com or phone him at 520-6540 or 
337-9239 (cell). 

Art Hop is back, May 19
The third Thursday of each month, May throughSeptem-
ber, 5-8 p.m., the galleries, restaurants, and boutiques of 
historic downtown Monument stay open until 8 p.m. for a 
celebration featuring art openings, great food, live music, 
and other adult-oriented special events. For more infor-
mation, call 481-3282.

Sheriff’s Office announces 
Citizens’ Academy

The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office is accepting applica-
tions for the seven-week Citizens’ Academy that will be 
held Thursday evenings, 6 to 10 p.m., June 9-July 21. 
The academy will offer participants a broad overview and 
unique insight into the various functions of the Sheriff’s 
Office. Participants will go on a ride-along with deputies 
to observe the variety of calls handled by the Sheriff’s Of-

fice and take a tour of the detention facilities to experience 
the challenges facing detention staff. Detectives will take 
them through the process of criminal investigation, and 
participants will also learn about use of force, vice and 
narcotics operations, and emergency services. The Citi-
zens’ Academy is a pre-requisite for the Sheriff’s Citizen 
Patrol (SCP) volunteer program. The SCP Academy will 
be held July 28 to Sept. 29. There is no charge to attend 
the Citizens’ Academy, but seating is limited to the first 
40 completed applications received. Applications must 
be submitted by May 19, 5 p.m., and are available from 
the Sheriff’s Office website at http://shr.elpasoco.com/ or 
from Cathryn Richards, 520-7216.
Pikes Peak Library District’s Mobile Job and 

Career Development Services
The library will offer a series of classes on utilizing 
PPLD’s employment resources. Librarians have created 
a mobile computer lab with virtual collections, wireless 
technology, eReaders, and netbooks. They will offer two 
three-hour classes, allowing time for one-on-one as-
sistance. The first class will provide help with resumes, 
cover letters, interviewing, and some word processing 
tips. The second class will provide help with job searches, 
identifying employers, and networking. The classes will 
be held May 31 and June 2, 9 a.m. to noon, at The Little 
Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake.

Librarians will also bring netbooks and eReaders 
available for checkout. The eReaders are pre-loaded with 
helpful books on employment like Knock ‘em Dead 2010: 
The Ultimate Job Search Guide and No-Nonsense Cover 
Letters. It is recommended that you bring: a flash drive, 
your library card, resume (if you already have one), infor-
mation on your past jobs, and paper and pen. Registration 
is recommended, but walk-ins are welcome if space is 
available. Call 531-6333, x1304 for registration and more 
information on these programs.

Special Events and Notices

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Home Computer Work!
 Flexible hours! 

Great pay! 
Will train.

Apply on-line:
www.ktpglobal.com

Charming Monument Home For Sale
Mountain views, RV & boat 
parking, close to shopping.  
5 bedrooms. 3246 sq. ft.  
Only $278,000. Let me help 
you find your family�s 
Dream Home!

Jennifer Divello, Associate Broker 
Ofc: (719) 637-7207 Cell: 447-7641

jdivello@remax.net        www.JenniferDivello.com 

George A. Henson III
George A. Henson III of Manitou Springs 
died April 14.  

George was born January 14, 1928 
in Shreveport, LA to Leona and George 
Henson II. He is survived by Mary, his 
wife of 30 years, his children, Cynthia 
Lynn Henson, George Henson IV, and Brad Henson, and 
Mary's children, Ann Johnston, and Robert Brady as well as 
six grandchildren.  

George was an entrepreneur, artist, and outdoorsman 
whose accomplishments were many. As a youth in Ft. Worth 
he raised and sold squab, worked in the Federal Fish Hatch-
ery and was a timekeeper for Volte Aircraft Builder. He at-
tended Allen Military Academy in Bryan, TX where he was 
distinguished with awards in marksmanship and later at-
tended Texas Tech as an architecture major.  

In the '50s, he had an active career in television as a 
grip at WBA TV in Ft. Worth, and Art Director at KBTV in 
Dallas, and then Production Manager at KBTV in Denver 
and for Channel 5 in Pueblo. While on sabbatical, he be-
came a gun stock artist for the Weatherby Rifle Co. in Cali-
fornia, which also afforded him the opportunity to act in The
Rifleman TV series. Eventually, George's love of the out-
doors drew him back to Colorado Springs.  

In the '60s, he owned Western Taxidermy and Outfitters 
and hosted his own wildlife show on KKTV. In working with 
Alexander Film Company, he was featured in nationally air-
ing television commercials. He then became Director of Land 
Sales for Woodmoor Corp. and Bahia de Santiago in Mex-
ico. He rose to the title of Vice President of Marketing for 
Ingersol Republic.  

In the '70s, he began sculpting and created limited edi-
tion bronzes�a career that saw him become a nationally-
known artist and creator of 99.9% silver sculptures as the 
House Sculptor for the International Mint Corp. As an artist, 
George was a pioneer in bas relief sculpture and his cast 
paper designs were marketed worldwide by Fidelity Arts of 
Los Angeles.  

Most of all, he will be remembered as a creative thinker 
with unbounded curiosity who, throughout his life, was an 
observer of his environment and how our relationship with it 
could be better, easier, or more fun. He was routinely 
awarded patents for his various inventions. This inventive-
ness was also applied to his greatest passion: The creative 
renovation of his own home�a functional paradise where he 
lived for over 35 years.  

He will be missed. A Celebration of Life will be held at 
Craftwood Inn, 404 El Paso Boulevard, Manitou Springs, CO 
80829 on Friday, May 27 at 10:00 a.m.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be sent to 
Pike's Peak Hospice Foundation, 825 East Pike's Peak Ave-
nue, Suite 600, Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3624. 

Cars For Sale
2002 Subaru Impreza  
1999 Subaru Forester  

1989 Ford Bronco
Call for details and prices 

(719) 481-3378

Help Wanted
Female live-in companion needed for elderly lady. Free room 
and board in exchange for services; light housekeeping and 
meal prep. Background check required. Send contact informa-
tion, references/resume to PO Box 631, Monument, CO 80132.
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use 

Committee Meeting, Tue., May 10, 10 a.m., 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill 
Burks, 481-4053. 

• D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) 
Meeting, Tue., May 10, 7 p.m., Learning Center, 
146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. each 
month, location varies. Info: 488-4700, or visit 
lewispalmer.org. 

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., May 10, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, 
Wed., May 11, 5 p.m., New Monument Town Hall 
& Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. 
(at Hwy 105). Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
6868.

• Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District 
Conservation Plan Community Meeting, 
Wed., May 11, 6-7:30 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. The public is invited to comment on 
revisions to the Conservation Plan prior to approval 
by the Board of Directors at the June regular meeting. 
The Conservation Plan can be viewed on the District’s 
website, www.woodmoorwater.com and comments 
submitted to Randy Gillette. Info: 488-2525 ext 15, 
488-2530 fax, or e-mail RandyG@Woodmoorwater.c
om.

• D-38 Exceptional Student Learning Team (formerly 
the Special Education Advisory Committee), Wed., 
May 11, 6:30 p.m., D-38 Administration Building. 
146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 488-4700.

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
May 11, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & 
Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. 
(at Hwy 105). Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 884-
8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., May 11, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. 

Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.
• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 

Thu., May 12, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Normally meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Info: 488-2525. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Regular Meeting, Thu., 
May 12, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., May 
16, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall & Police 
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 
105). Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. 
Info: 884-8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., May 17, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
May 18, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Thu., May 19, 1:30 p.m. 15850 Holbein 
Dr., Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. 
Info: 488-3603.

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., May 19, 6 p.m., District Administration 
Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 3rd 
Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700. 

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., May 19, 7 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., May 25, 7 p.m. Station 1, 15415 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680. 

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., May 25, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes 
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: 266-3367.

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., May 25, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
488-2693 or visit www.woodmoor.org. 

• Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 
Thu., May 26, 6 p.m. Monument Sanitation District 

boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-2110 or visit www.fvawd.com. 

• Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jun. 1, 9 a.m., Board of County 
Commissioners Hearing Room, 3rd Floor, El Paso 
County Administration Building, 27 East Vermijo, 
Colorado Springs. Monthly meetings are open to the 
public and carried over the internet by the El Paso 
County Information Technology Department. Meets 
1st Wed. each month. Info: www.pprwa.com or 598-
0230. 

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jun. 1, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott 
Station 2, 15000 Sun Hill Dr. Meets 1st Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-0711. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Jun. 
2, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 1st Thu. each month but is sometimes 
combined with the regular meeting the 2nd Thu. Info: 
481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

• Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority 
(BRRTA) Meeting, Fri., Jun. 3, 2:30 p.m., New 
Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 
105). Meets 1st Fri. every other month. Info: 884-
8017. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 

10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or 
ppld.org. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., 
and Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session 
particularly for preschoolers. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or 
ppld.org. 

• Monuments Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10:
15 & 10:45 a.m. Stories and more for children age 
3 and older. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Storytime, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m., Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3:
30-4:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws 

Our Community Calendar

Palmer Lake Clean and Green Home 
Improvement Grant, May 7 & June 4

The Town of Palmer Lake has received a grant from the El 
Paso County Community Development Block Grant Pro-
gram (CDBG) to institute a program called the Clean and 
Green Home Improvement Grant. The program provides 
a one-time grant of up to $1000 to low- and moderate-
income homeowners for improvements such as minor ex-
terior home repairs, energy efficiency improvements, and 
landscaping. Specific projects that might qualify include: 
exterior painting; porch and wheelchair ramp repair; in-
stallation of energy efficient windows, exterior doors, or 
exterior lighting; installation of sod, mulch, flowers, or 
trees; trash and debris removal. 

Eligibility for the grant program is determined by the 
annual gross income and size of the household. For exam-
ple, a two-person household would be eligible with an an-
nual gross income up to $45,200 and a four-person house-
hold would be eligible with an annual gross income up to 
$56,500. Applicants are required to be the homeowners 
and occupants of the property for which the proposed 
project is submitted. Information sessions are scheduled 
for May 7 and June 4, 1-3 p.m., at the Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. For more information, contact 
Leigh Holden, 338-9643 or e-mail plcg2011@gmail.com.

County Board of Adjustment 
seeks volunteers

The El Paso County Board of Commissioners is seeking 
volunteers to serve as associate members on the Board 
of Adjustment. Applications for the open positions are 
due by May 20. The Board of Adjustment hears and 
decides on issues of physical variances related to the 
county zoning code. The volunteer application is located 
at www.elpasoco.com and can be accessed by clicking on 
the “Volunteer Boards” link. For more information, call 
520-6436.

Hooked on Palmer Lake 
Kids’ Fishing Derby, June 4

This popular community event features many prizes, 
give-aways, and awards as well as fishing instruction for 
kids 16 and under. It’s at Palmer Lake June 4, 8 a.m.-
noon. A limited number of free poles will be available. 
If you received free gear in the past or have your own 
please bring it. Recommended bait includes salmon eggs 
and worms. Children 10 and under must be accompanied 
by an adult, no exceptions. No child will be denied admis-
sion for lack of ability to pay. Tickets are $2 in advance 
and can be purchased at the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce (481-3282), or $3 at the lake. For more information, 
call 481-3282.

Tri-Lakes Cruisers 10th 
Anniversary Car Show, June 12

The annual car show, a benefit for Tri-Lakes Cares, 
will be held June 12 in Historic Downtown Monu-
ment, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Come one, come all—fun for all 
ages! Enjoy classic/collectible cars, DJ oldies music, 
games, trophy presentation, and more. See an Air Force 
falcon demonstration noon-2 p.m. Each car entrant gets 
a free breakfast. The club has donated approximately 
$14,000 to Tri-Lakes Cares. For more information, con-
tact Dan, dano@process.com; or Bill, 481-2465, or visit 
www.tlcruisers.org.

Host an exchange student
Host Families are needed for international exchange stu-
dents for the 2011-12 school year. All kinds of families 
can host—two-parent households with young children or 
teenagers, single-parent families, families with adopted 
children, foster parents, as well as couples and single 
people who do not have children or who have grown chil-
dren. One of the most important characteristics of a host 
family is being eager to share your family life and activi-
ties while providing the same kind of care, support, and 

comfort as you would to your own child. The exchange 
students come with medical insurance, all their shots, 
and spending money. They are not allowed to smoke, nor 
use alcohol or drugs. They must have passed an English 
speaking and grammar test. The students begin arriv-
ing in early August in time to get settled for the coming 
school year. Now is the time for potential host families 
to start the process. A family can request a student from 
a specific country or with a certain language. Contact 
Duane Slocum at 599-8955, cell 440-7402, or e-mail 
slocumduane@hotmail.com if you would like to learn 
more about the program or start looking at student pro-
files from around the world. 

Multiple sclerosis support group
A multiple sclerosis (MS) group is forming for the Tri-
Lakes and surrounding areas. If interested, please contact 
Susan at susan@tinybrook.com.

Griffith Golf Tournament, June 27
Bring your friends, family, or business associates to 
the Golf Club at Bear Dance in Larkspur, June 27. 
Shotgun start is at 8 a.m. Play a challenging course, 
enjoy great food, and have a chance to win prizes while 
you help the Griffith Center change the life of a child. 
For more information, contact Jamie Sachtjen, jamie.
sachtjen@griffithcenters.org or 303-350-2736, or visit 
www.griffithcenters.org.

Save the date: The 2011 Return of the 
Rocky Mountain Chautauqua, Aug. 5-7

The Palmer Lake Historical Society presents The 2011 
Return of the Rocky Mountain Chautauqua Aug. 5-7, in 
and around Palmer Lake. The weekend begins with the 
Friday Night Opening Ceremony and Square Dance. Sat-
urday features Vintage Baseball and Ice-Cream Social, 
and Sunday’s events include an Old-Time Church Ser-
vice. Watch for additional events and details in upcoming 
issues. For more information, call 661-1167. ■
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to Read dog. No registration required. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 
10:15 & 11 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to 
24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytime, every 
Thu., 7:30 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies 
welcome. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Bookeaters Club, Thu., May 
12, 4-5 p.m. This book club for teens in grades 7-9 
is all about the reading and the eating! This month, 
read The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Anime & Manga Club, Fri., 
May 13, 4:15-5:30 p.m. For teens in grades 8-12: 
Come eat a snack, draw, or discuss your favorite titles. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library Family Fun: Chick, Chick, 
Chickens! Sat., May 14, 1:30 p.m. Pet some young 
chickens and learn about the fun of raising chickens 
from the Nesmith family. Make your own chickens–
by folding paper. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library Family Fun: Tarantulas and 
other spiders up close! Sat., May 21, 10:30 a.m. 
Join Rowen Monks, tarantula wrangler, as she brings 
amazing arachnids (and other interesting insects) for 
you to meet. Get as close as you want–or not! Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library Tween Program: Anime Club, 
Fri., May 27, 4:15-5:30 p.m. Tweens ages 9-12: Great 
discussion and activities regarding your favorite 
anime or manga. Refreshments provided. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org. 

• Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids Web 
at wwwppld.org features resources for school reports 
and homework, Tumblebooks–free online read-along 
books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-ups” link 
has information about local school districts, home-
schooling, and more.

Adult Programs
• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 

Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes 
Wednesday mornings for beginner computer users. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Master Gardeners, every 
Wed., 3-8:30 p.m. Bring your toughest gardening 
questions to the CSU Extension Master Gardeners 
for expert advice. They are available to research 
any horticultural issue at the library on a drop-in 
basis every Wed., May-August. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or 
ppld.org.

• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or 
ppld.org.

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to empowering 
individual growth through life-long learning and 
positive relationships. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or 
ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Knitting 
Group, every Thu., 10 am.-noon. Knit with other 
knitters. Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will be there 
to answer questions. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., May 16, 
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides 
inspiration, and structure during the process of 
writing one’s memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd 
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., May 20, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome 
to this spirited group. This month’s selection is 
The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck. Meets 3rd Fri. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., May 20, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to 
share ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Thu., May 19, 1-5 p.m. Bone up on your 
driving skills and lower your insurance rates. Cost: 
$12 for AARP members, $14 for nonmembers. 
Registration required. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Registration & Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: History Buffs Book Discussion 
Group, Wed., May 25, 1-3 p.m. Enjoy a trip through 
history with other history lovers. Meets 4th Wed. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Crafters, Fri., Jun. 
3, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Monument Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Drop in to share ideas, get help. Meets 
1st and 3rd Fri. each month. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-
8442 or ppld.org. 

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded pre-
sentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s 
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso 
County Commissioners meetings, and much more. 
Find the schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the 
link “Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

For these and other library events, please check 
ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Farmers Market, every Sat. 

beginning May 14, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., new location: 
behind the D-38 Administration Building, Second 
and Jefferson St., downtown Monument. Park in 
the administration building parking lot. Playground 
for the kids! Many new vendors plus all your old 
favorites. Info: 592-9420.

• Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting, 
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Jan Heinlein, 306-6975. 

• Share a Free Meal at Western Bee Company, every 
Sun., 1-3 p.m., 16625 Roller Coaster Rd., Colorado 
Springs (Near the corners of Baptist Road and Roller 
Coaster Road). Western Bee Company is offering a 
simple meal and simple fellowship to those in need in 
our community. If you need transportation, call 749-
1086 or be at the Monument Park and Ride shelter 
between 12:45 and 2:30 p.m. every Sunday. Meals 
are organic and gluten free is also available. Info: 
Suzzannemarie, 749-1086. 

• Talk and Tennies Walking Group. Join with others 
to get fit. For more information contact Thea at 
Theapeutic Massage Therapy, 488-2250. 

• Artfully Speaking Toastmasters Club, every 
Mon., 5:45-6:45 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly 
Johnson Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve 
your public speaking, leadership, and meeting 
planning skills. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: Chris Exline, 231-5627, or visit http://artfullysp
eaking.freetoasthost.us.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Sunlight of the 
Spirit Women’s Closed Step Study, every Mon., 
6 p.m. Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 

Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.
• Celebrate Recovery @ Forest Ridge Community 

Church, every Mon., 7-9 p.m., The Hub, 1435 
Cipriani Loop, Monument. Childcare provided. Info: 
487-7700, or e-mail Annie, forestridge.cr@gmail.co
m. 

• Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall, 
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month 
and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Administration Complex 166 Second St., 
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for 
free bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: 
Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037. 

• Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group, 
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second 
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join 
the group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-
0551. 

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. & 
Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.; 
SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of 
Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA, 
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be 
YMCA or SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728. 

• BNI Tri-Lakes Chapter, every Wed., 8-9:30 a.m., 
Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. If 
your company needs more business, visit us and learn 
how we can help you. Come see why our networking 
group is so successful. Info: Timothy Jones, 488-
2412, or e-mail tim@promomania.com. 

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership 
(HAP) invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free 
blood pressure screening 1st & 3rd Wed. $3 donation 
requested. Info: 488-3855.

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:45 a.m., Liberty 
Heights, 12015 Ambassador Dr. (off Voyager Blvd.) 
Interesting speakers and programs; all are welcome. 
Info: Sherry Edwards, 488-1044; or Bill Nance, 488-
2312.

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour 
answering service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-
6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call 
Kirby, 481-3738. 

• Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every 
Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west 
of I-25 and Baptist Rd.) Bible-based support group 
for all addictions. Info: 930-1954.

• Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of 
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. Baptist Rd., southwest 

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.�Downtown Monument  
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748  
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service 

ANIMAL MOVERS
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GET READY FOR SUMMER!



Page 38 Vol. 11 No. 5Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME Page 39Saturday, May 7, 2011 OCNOCNOCNOCNOur Community News
corner room, door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Recovery in 
Action Group–Open, Big Book Study, every Thu., 
7 p.m., Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781. 

• Tai Chi for Health Class, every Fri., 1-1:45 p.m., 
Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center, Lewis-Palmer High 
School, across from the YMCA. This gentle exercise 
program can relieve the symptoms of chronic pain, 
anxiety, and depression. Even those who cannot stand 
can participate and benefit. Info: 481-8728, or visit 
www.trilakesseniors.org. 

• Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado 
Support Group Meetings. Location varies. For 
information, call Carolyn, 488-3620, or contact the 
MGA: visit www.4-mga.org, phone 303-360-7080, or 
e-mail 4mga@4-mga.org. 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., May 9, 5 
p.m., College Pharmacy, 3505 Austin Bluffs Pkwy 
(downstairs), Colorado Springs. A DVD on the 
disease and treatments will play 5-6 p.m.; the meeting 
starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories 
and address your questions to a D.O. Learn how you 
can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants 
welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 2nd 
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735. 

• Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, 
Mon., May 9. Meets 2nd Mon. each month for support, 
information, field trips, and special events. Info: e-
mail TLHESG@gmail.com.

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team (TNT) Monthly 
Dinner Meeting: Less is More–Your 6-Second 
Elevator Statement, Tue., May 10, 6:30-9 p.m., 
The Hideaway, 3805 Walker Rd, Colo. Springs. TNT 
unites women to build relationships, achieve success, 
and improve our community. It’s a dynamic women’s 
group that is business-focused and fun. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month, location varies. Info: Janine 
Robertson, 266-0246, or visit www.meetup.com/
trilakesnetworkingteam to register.

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., May 11, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: Chuck Karlstrum, 749-9227, 
or Stan Beckner, 596-6787.

• Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu., 
May 12, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Administration Complex, 166 Second St., 
Monument, after the noontime senior lunch. Come 
for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! 
Win prizes! Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie 
Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., May 12, 
6:30 p.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. New members and visitors welcome. 
Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed Kinney, 
481-2750.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
May 12, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364.

• Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., May 14, 9 a.m., Vaile 
Hill Gallery, 118 Hillside Rd., Palmer Lake. A variety 
of art programs are offered after the business meeting. 
Guests welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 
487-1329, or visit www.palmerlakeartgroup.com. 

• El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling 
Collection Facility, Sat., May 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255 
Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2nd Saturday 
each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m. and 
now accepts common recyclable items in addition to 
household hazardous waste such as paint and related 
products, lawn and garden chemicals, household 
cleaners, old batteries, fire extinguishers, fireworks, 
flares, ammunition, automotive products (no tires), 
various electronics, and TVs up to 19” diagonal. 
Bring a nonperishable food item for Care and Share. 
Akers Drive runs north off Constitution Avenue just 
west of Marksheffel Road. Info: 520-7878, or visit 
http://adm.elpasoco.com/Environmental_Services/
Solid_Waste_Management. 

• Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Community Closet, 

Sat., May 14, 1-3 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Rd., 
Monument (SW corner of Beacon Lite and County 
Line Roads west of I-25). All are welcome to shop for 
free gently-used clothing items. Donations of clean 
clothing and shoes in good condition are appreciated. 
Open 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 495-4137; or the 
church, 488-9613. 

• Senior Tea, Tue., May 17, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at 
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA). 
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to 
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Be prepared 
to have fun! Voluntary donations welcome. Meets 
3rd Tue. each month. Info: Mary Frances, 488-2360; 
Irene W., 481-1188; or Irene C., 484-0517. 

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., May 17, 
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow 
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Lindsay, 487-9362. 

• Ladies Auxiliary to VFW Post 7829, Tue., May 
17, 6-7:30 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 
Woodmoor Dr., Monument. New members welcome. 
If you are a female relative of a veteran who 
served on foreign soil during war or other military 
action, you might be eligible. Meets 3rd Tue. each 
month. Info: Martine Arndt, 231-5323, or e-mail 
Martine.Arndt@yahoo.com.

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., May 17, 
7 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument. New members welcome. Meets 
3rd Tue. each month. Info: Tony Wolusky, Post 
Commander, 481-4419, or twolusky@aol.com. 

• Macular Degeneration Support Group for the 
Visually Impaired, Thu., May 19, 1-2 p.m. Meets 
3rd Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x23. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting: “Women 
of Douglas County.” Thu., May 19, 7-9 p.m., Palmer 
Lake Town Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Shaun Boyd 
presents stories of some fascinating women in who 
played a major role in the settlement and growth of 
this area. Free to the public. Info: 559-0837, or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/plhs/. 

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., May 20, 
11:30 a.m., Amuze Bistro at the Colorado Springs 
Fine Arts Center, 30 W. Dale St., Colorado Springs. 
Social hour begins at 11:30 followed by lunch. A 
tour will be held at 1:30 p.m. Cost: $27 includes 
the luncheon and tour. RSVP by May 13, 4 p.m., 
to Phyllis Petersen, 481-4403 or e-mail kayandpjp
etersen@aol.com; Susan Colt, 232-8424, or e-mail 
colts89@gmail.com; or Rosalie Pounder, 481-0405, 
or e-mail jrpounder@comcast.net. 

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon, 
Fri., May 20. RSVP: Charlie Ann Hayes, 
nonahayes@comcast.net, 481-9693, or Maureen 
Kral, reenbean@aol.com, 282-0164. Membership is 
open to all women living in School District 38 and the 
luncheons are open to all current TLWC members and 
their guests. The club sponsors the Wine and Roses 
event in October and the Pine Forest Antique & Garden 
Show & Sale in April. Proceeds from these events 
benefit local nonprofit groups. Visit www.tlwc.net or 
contact Judy Crusius, crusii@aol.com, 481-1994; or 
Barb Dienes, bdienes@msn.com, 487-7392. 

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., May 21, 
9 a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D Jackson 
Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. 
Info: Chris, 884-0832, or e-mail cabernathy@woodm
oor.com. 

• Amateur Radio W0TLM (Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Radio Association), Mon, May 23, 6:30 p.m. 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Station 
1, 18650 Hwy 105 (next to Pinz bowling alley). All 
Amateur Radio Operators are welcome. Normally 
meets last Mon. each month. Info: Joyce Witte, 488-
0859. 

• Monthly Nature Walks for Seniors, Wed., May 
25, 9:30 am. Meet at the main parking lot of the 
Monument Fire Center, Mt. Herman Rd. and Nursery 
Rd. Look for birds and spring flowers, and visit 
historical ruins and Monument Rock. This is an 
activity of the Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center but open 
to the general public. Info: Sally, 488-2462.

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., May 26, 
6:30 p.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. New members and visitors welcome. 
Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed Kinney, 
481-2750. 

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch & Meeting, Thu., Jun. 2, 11:30 a.m., 

Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Bring a food dish 
to pass and your own dinner service and flatware. For 
the May and June meetings, bring family pictures 
and be prepared to talk about yourself. Meets 1st Thu. 
each month except Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or 
closed due to bad weather. Newcomers are welcome. 
Please call Irene if you are bringing a “first-time” 
guest so she can bring the handmade guest gift. 
Anyone needing a ride to the meeting may call Faye 
Brenneman, 488-0076. RSVP & info: Irene Walters, 
481-1188, or Jean Sanger, 592-9311.

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Jun. 2, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, or 
e-mail teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com.

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Jun. 3, 9 a.m. New 
members welcome, no registration needed. Meets 1st 
Fri. each month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org

• Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group 
for Breast Cancer, Tue., Jun. 7, 6 p.m., location to 
be decided. Join other young women who are battling 
or have already battled breast cancer. Meets 1st Tue. 
each month. Info: 351-5079.

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Jun. 
7, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose 
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 
1st Tue. each month. Info: visit americanlegiontril
akespost911.com/ or call Dave Hershberger, Judge 
Advocate, 481-8668. 

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and 
kids in your area. Weekly activities and playgroups 
scheduled throughout the month for ages birth and 
up. Moms in Monument and Palmer Lake visit http:
//sites.google.com/site/monumentmoms/ or e-mail m
onumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. Moms in ZIP 80921 
and parts of Black Forest contact Kim L., 488-9665 
Info: visit www.cosnorthmomsclub.com. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• D-38 Fundraiser: Drive One for Your School, Sat., 

May 7, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Lewis-Palmer High School 
parking lot, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument. Test drive 
a new car or truck and earn $20 for our high schools. 
All drivers may enter for prize drawings. One test 
drive per household, must be over 18 years old. 
Sponsored by Ford Corporation and Phil Long Ford 
of Chapel Hills. Info: Robin Adair, 785-4223.

• Palmer Lake Clean and Green Home Improvement 
Grant Information Session, Sat., May 7, 1-3 p.m., 
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. The Town 
of Palmer Lake has received a grant for a program 
called the Clean and Green Home Improvement 
Grant. The program provides a one-time grant of up to 
$1000 to low- and moderate-income homeowners for 
improvements such as minor exterior home repairs, 
energy efficiency improvements, and landscaping. 
Another session will be held June 4. Info: Leigh 
Holden, 338-9643 or e-mail plcg2011@gmail.com. 

• Tin Roof Productions Auditions for “Sense 
and Sensibility,” Mon., May 9, 5-9:30 p.m. 
(performances will be Dec. 1-18). Also, auditions for 
“The Crucible” are planned on June 5, 6-9:30 p.m. 
(performances will be Aug. 18-28). To schedule an 
audition, contact theater director Karen Hamer by e-
mail, TRPauditions@gmail.com, or phone, 331-8559. 
Info: visit www.tinroof-productions.com.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Big South Stringband, Fri., May 13, opening 
act at 7 p.m., doors open at 5:30 p.m., Black Forest 
Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup 
Road. Traditional old time fiddle tunes and songs, as 
well as some originals. Cost: $7 general, $4 BRAS 
members. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, or e-mail 
jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit www.blackroseacoustic.
org. 

• NEPCO Meeting: Census and Community 
Survey–an inside look at our area and a how-to 
on accessing the data, Sat., May 14, 10 a.m.-noon, 
New Monument Town Hall & Police Building, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd. All are welcome to this meeting of 
local homeowners associations. Info: 481-2723 or 
visit www.nepco.org. 

• Peak Ranch’s Alpaca Boutique Coffee Tour, Sat., 
May 14, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 19850 Beacon Lite Rd., 
Monument. It’s a Grind coffee, alpaca tours, special 
boutiques sales, and prizes. Info: 232-8509. 

• Spirits of Spring Wine and Food Tasting and 
Auction, Sat., May 14, 5-8 p.m., Blue and Silver 

Support Our 
Community.

Shop Tri-Lakes!
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Room at the Air Force Academy Stadium Press Box. 
The annual Gleneagle Sertoma Club event features 
specialties from local chefs, dozens of wine and some 
beer tastings, a professional auctioneer for a live and 
silent auction, an old-time soft drink and ice cream 
sampling, and chocolate pairing. All profits go to 
Tri-Lakes Cares and other local charities. Buy tickets 
at the door: $40 per person. Your driver’s license 
allows you to enter either gate until 6 p.m. Tell the 
guard you are going to the Gleneagle Sertoma event 
at the stadium press box. Info: 488-9879 or 488-8474. 
Gleneagle Sertoma (SERvice TO MAnkind) provides 
service and support to numerous charities in northern 
El Paso County.

• Local History Film Festival Benefit for Tri-
Lakes Cares, Sun., May 15, 1-6 p.m., Monument 
Community Presbyterian Church, 238 Third St., 
Monument. The show features seven entertaining and 
informative films on the Pikes Peak Region produced 
by local historian /filmmaker Jim Sawatzki. Tickets: 
$4 adult, $2 children 12 or younger. All proceeds 
benefit Tri-Lakes Cares. Admission is good for one or 
all showings and includes a discussion with Sawatzki 
on his first feature film formatted for PBS. Info: 481-
3963. 

• Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Tue., May 
17, 3-7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St., 
Monument. No appointment needed, just walk in. 
Donated blood goes to local Penrose-St. Francis 
Hospitals. Info: Jackie Sward, 481-4864 x23. 

• Art Hop is back, Thu., May 19, 5-8 p.m., historic 
downtown Monument. The 3rd Thu. of each month, 
May-Sep., the galleries, restaurants, and boutiques 
of downtown Monument stay open until 8 p.m. for 
a celebration featuring art openings, great food, live 
music, and more. The Love Shop will feature items 
created by Cambodian women, with proceeds going to 
Sak Saum, a nonprofit organization that aids exploited 
women in Cambodia. Info: 481-3282.

• Recycle Day, Sat., May 21, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Monument Academy Parking Lot and Frontage Road, 
1150 Village Ridge Pt., Monument. The Tri-Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce will offer an opportunity to 
properly dispose of all recyclable items with Blue Star 
Recycling. Items ranging from motor oil and old tires 
to electronics can be disposed of properly for a small 
fee. In addition, Monument Academy will collect 
cell phones, printer cartridges, and aluminum cans. 
Premier Vision will collect old eye glasses. Everyone 
recycling will receive free hot dogs and drinks 
courtesy of American National Bank. Info: 481-3282. 

• Monthly Nature Walks for Seniors, Wed., May 25, 9:
30 a.m. Meet at the main parking lot of the Monument 
Fire Center, Mt. Herman Rd. and Nursery Rd. Look 
for birds and spring flowers, and visit historical ruins 
and Monument Rock. This is an activity of the Tri-
Lakes HAP Senior Center but open to the general 
public. Info: Sally, 488-2462.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI), 
Picnic-n-Planes! Wed., May 25, gates open at 9 a.m., 
Thunderbirds fly around 12:30 p.m. Come to WMMI 
to watch the Thunderbirds fly for the AFA graduation. 
Bring and enjoy a picnic lunch by our spring-fed ponds 
and flowering meadow as you experience the mighty 
Thunderbirds soar right over the top of you! Suggested 
parking donation $5. Don’t forget to tour the museum 
for a whole day of fun. Museum tours begin at 10 a.m. 
& 1 p.m. Museum admission: $8 adults, $7 military/
AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 children 3-12, free 
to children under 3 & museum members. WMMI is 
located at 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). 
Info: phone 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org. 

• MeadowGrass Music Festival, Fri., May 27-Sun., 
May 29; concerts begin Fri., 6:30 p.m., Sat. & Sun., 
11 a.m., La Foret Conference & Retreat Center, 6145 
Shoup Rd., Colo. Springs. The best regional and 
national roots & Americana music in Colorado’s great 
outdoors. Campfire jams Fri. & Sat. nights! Info: 800-
723-5323 or visit http://www.meadowgrassmusicfesti
val.org.

• Palmer Lake Clean and Green Home Improvement 
Grant Information Session, Sat., Jun. 4, 1-3 

p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
The Town of Palmer Lake has received a grant 
for a program called the Clean and Green Home 
Improvement Grant. The program provides a one-time 
grant of up to $1000 to low- and moderate-income 
homeowners for improvements such as minor exterior 
home repairs, energy efficiency improvements, and 
landscaping. Info: Leigh Holden, 338-9643 or e-mail 
plcg2011@gmail.com. 

• Hooked on Palmer Lake Kids’ Fishing Derby, Sat., 
Jun. 4, 8 a.m.-noon. There will be many prizes and 
awards as well as fishing instruction for kids 16 and 
under. Some free poles available. If you received free 
gear in the past or have your own, please bring it. 
Recommended bait: salmon eggs and worms. Children 
10 and under must be accompanied by an adult, no 
exceptions. Tickets: $2 in advance, available at the 
Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce, or $3 at the lake. 
Info: 481-3282. 

• Tin Roof Productions Auditions for “The 
Crucible” Sun., Jun. 5, 6-9:30 p.m. (performances 
will be Aug. 18-28). To schedule an audition, 
contact theater director Karen Hamer by e-mail, 
TRPauditions@gmail.com, or phone, 331-8559. Info: 
visit www.tinroof-productions.com.

• Concerts in the Park: Monument Hill Brass 
Quintet, Wed., Jun. 8, 7-9 p.m. Bring your blankets 
and chairs, enjoy great music, food, and Mt. Herman 
sunsets. Artist CDs, food, treats, and refreshments 
available for purchase. Limbach Park bandshell, 
corner of 2nd & Front Streets, Monument. Info: www.
monumentmerchants.com.

• YMCA Tri-Lakes Family Center & Spotlight 
Community Theatre present a Summer Musical 
Theatre Workshop, cast auditions, Thu. & Fri., Jun. 
9, evening, Jun. 10, 1-4 p.m.; workshop weekday 
afternoons, Jun. 13–27, 1-4 p.m.; performances, 
Jun. 28-29. For YMCA members and non-members. 
The show is Disney’s Beauty and the Beast (license 
pending). Every one who registers will be cast in 
the production. Scholarships are available for boys. 
Register now at the YMCA Tri-Lakes Family Center, 
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Registrations limited. 
Info: 488-0775, or visit www.SpotlightCommunityT
heatre.com.

• Palmer Lake Art Group’s Art Show and Sale 
Opening Reception, Fri., Jun. 10, 5–9 p.m., Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts, Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 
Celebrate with hors d’oeuvres & cash bar, live music, 
and a silent auction scholarship fundraiser. The show 
runs Jun. 7–25. Info: Margarete Seagraves, 229-6623, 
or e-mail seagmArt@compdsn.com.

• Tri-Lakes Cruisers Car Show, Sun., Jun. 12, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., downtown Monument. Come one, come 
all—fun for all ages! Enjoy classic/collectible cars, DJ 
oldies music, games, trophy presentation, and more. 
See an Air Force falcon demonstration noon-2 p.m. 
Each car entrant gets a free breakfast. Proceeds benefit 
Tri-Lakes Cares. Info: Dan, dano@process.com; or 
Bill, 481-2465, or visit www.tlcruisers.org.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored 
by local governmental entities and not-for-profit orga-
nizations. We include events that are open to the general 
public and are not religious or self-promotional in nature. 
If space is available, complimentary calendar listings are 
included, when requested, for events advertised in the 
current issue. To have your event listed at no charge in 
Our Community Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send 
the information to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor 
on topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board 
has established a policy that we do not knowingly print 
letters that have appeared in substantially the same 
form elsewhere. Please identify your submission as a 
letter to the editor and include your full name, home 
address, and day and evening phone numbers. A limit 
of 300 words is recommended. Letters may be edited 
for length, grammar, and accuracy. Send your letter 
to editor@ocn.me or mail to Our Community News, 
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. In 
response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send 
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowl-
degement. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, 
please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that 
we have received your letter.

Paid Advertisement

Sunday, May 1 was National Holocaust Remem-
brance Day. To mark this event, Jewish and Christian 
residents of Colorado Springs, Monument, and the sur-
rounding areas participated in a memorial walk. The 
walk began from the Woodmoor Barn Community 
Center, 1691 Woodmoor Drive, north along Wood-
moor Drive and Monument Hill Road parallel to I-25.  

Walkers carried flags, banners, and posters as well 
as a Torah Scroll, a special, handwritten copy of the 
first five books of the Bible, in remembrance of the 
Holocaust and the families of those who lost loved 
ones in it, as well as those Americans who sacrificed to 
put an end to this dark time in history. The event was 
sponsored by Aliyah Congregation in Monument, a 
Hebraic faith community. 

The United States Congress established the Days 
of Remembrance as our nation�s weeklong annual 
commemoration of the Holocaust. This year the Days 
of Rememberance are May 1-8. Visit www.ushmm.
org/remembrance/dor/participate/ for more information 
about this year�s commemoration including a live web-
cast from the U.S. Capitol Rotunda. 

Aliyah Congregation is also marking its move to a 
new meeting facility at 19925 Monument Hill Road, 
where Sabbath services are held at 10 a.m. on Satur-
days. For the past six years, we have rented meeting 
space in the Woodmoor Barn Community Center. We 
are grateful for use of the Barn and excited that the 
move to a dedicated facility will permit the congrega-
tion to meet more often and host more 
events. Visitors and new members are 
welcome.  

Aliyah Congregation meets  
Saturdays at 10 a.m. 

at it�s NEW LOCATION
19925 Monument Hill Road.

www.aliyahcongregation.com � (719) 330-2382

The Rabbi�s Corner 

Remembrance Day 
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Alice�s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate  
Kissing Camels Town Home

www.SearchingColoradoSpringsHomes.com  
Call Alice for a Showing Today! 

Alice Sweatman  
719-200-5258

5,242 sq. ft. on the 
golf course. Gated 
community. Private 
sauna complex in the 
home. Awesome 
Pikes Peak and front 
range views. Now 
only $650,000.

Clean and available 
immediately in a 
gated community. 
Ranch patio home 
with main-level living. 
Perfect view of Pikes 
Peak. Great price at 
only $345,000.

Reduced!

Cypress Ridge Patio Home 

Just Listed!

Home
Repairs
& Maintenance

For all your 
repair and 

maintenance
needs around 

your home
or office. 

649-6798
Over 20 years experience. 

Licensed & Insured. 

BASEMENT
FINISHING

* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates * 

�Pool Hall� with an open home theater 
�Whether you know exactly what you want 

 or don�t have a clue where to start, I can help.� 
488-9812 John Bailey / Bailey Homes 

Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 
www.BaileyHomesMonument.com 
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