
By John Heiser
At the Nov. 29 monthly meeting of the 
Donala Water and Sanitation District 
Board of Directors, Dana Duthie, district 
general manager, reported that on Nov. 
15, Water Court Judge Dennis Maes 
signed a decree approving the district’s 
application to make municipal use of 280 
acre-feet per year of stream flows for-
merly used to irrigate the Willow Creek 
Ranch. An acre-foot is 326,851 gallons. 
Duthie estimated the district’s total costs 
to purchase the water rights would come 
to about $23,000 per acre-foot. 

The judge’s action came following 
the district’s agreement Oct. 14 with the 
Colorado State Engineer’s Office and 
the Colorado Water Conservation Board 
(CWCB), the sole remaining objectors to 
the district’s request.

Donala completed the purchase of 
the ranch near Leadville in November 
2008 and has been reducing irrigation 
on the ranch while it sought conversion 
for use by the district of the excess irriga-
tion water, which flows to the Arkansas 
River.

The 280 acre-feet of water per year 
granted under the decree will cover about 
20 percent of Donala’s current demand. 
To comply with the terms of the ranch 
purchase agreement, the district paid 
Ronald Strich, the former owner of the 
ranch, an additional fee of $374,815. It 
also deeded back to Strich 60 acres of 
the ranch. 

The Willow Creek Ranch water 
flows to the Arkansas River and will 
then be conveyed north through Colo-
rado Springs Utilities’ (CSU) system 
and through the connection between the 
Donala district’s water infrastructure 
and CSU’s distribution pipe in the vicin-
ity of Northgate Road. That connection 
with CSU was completed Oct. 18 at a 
cost of about $700,000. Water is cur-
rently flowing through the connection for 
the district’s use at about 150 gallons per 
minute. 

The net cost for CSU transporta-
tion of the Willow Creek Ranch water 
is expected to be about $10.36 per 1,000 
gallons.

In 2010, the average rate paid in the 
district was about $5.60 per 1,000 gal-
lons.

Water rate increases of up to 
60 percent approved

The board unanimously approved the 
following water rate and fee increases. 
Duthie noted that they would result in a 
15 percent to 40 percent increase in the 

By John Heiser
El Paso County Commissioner Darryl 
Glenn made presentations and discussed 
issues with residents at a Town Hall meet-
ing at the Woodmoor Improvement Asso-
ciation Barn on Nov. 12 and at the Nov. 19 
meeting of the Northern El Paso County 
Coalition of Community Associations 
(NEPCO). Glenn is the commissioner 

for District 1, which includes all of the 
Tri-Lakes area, the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy, and Black Forest. At the Town Hall 
meeting Nov. 12, Glenn was assisted by 
County Engineer Andre Brackin.

Some highlights of the presentations 
by Glenn and Brackin and responses to 
questions:
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Christmas Tree Recycling, Sat., Jan. 7 

and Sun. Jan. 8  

NEPCO Meeting, Sat., Jan. 14, 10 a.m.-
noon. Neighborhood Watch and HOA 
insurance.

Western Museum of Mining & 
Industry (WMMI): Family Day-
Geology, Sat., Jan. 14, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

TLCA Thin Air Jazz Concert, Sat., 
Jan. 14, 7 p.m.

Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, 
Tue., Jan. 17, 3-7 p.m.

Palmer Lake Historical Society 
Meeting: Annual Potluck Dinner & 
Membership Meeting, Thu., Jan. 19, 
6:30 p.m.

TLCA performance: The WYNOT 
Radio Theatre Show, “Death Wore 
Elevator Shoes,” Sat., Jan. 21, 7 p.m.

TLCA concert: Positively Pikes Peak, 
the Pikes Peak Region Sings Bob 
Dylan, Sat., Jan. 28, 7 p.m.

Tri-Lakes Chamber Casino Night, Sat., 
Jan. 28, 7-11 p.m.

Free AARP Stroke and Heart Attack 
Recognition Class, Wed., Feb. 8, 9-
11 a.m.

Rocky Mountain Music Association 
(RMMA) Free Concert, Sat., Feb. 
11, 7 p.m. ■

Water court 
approves 
Donala’s 

use of ranch 
water

(Continued on page 6)

Town Hall meeting Nov. 12 and NEPCO meeting Nov. 19

Local County Commissioner 
Glenn meets with residents

(Continued on page 2)

Above: At the annual Yule Log Hunt in Palmer Lake Dec. 11, the finder of the 
log, Andrew Leidenberger, is pulled on the Yule Log. Yule Log hunters take turns 
pulling the log with riders from the Glen to the Town Hall. Photo by David Futey. 
Additional Yule Log Hunt photos and information can be found on page 29..

Above: County Commissioner Darryl Glenn at the NEPCO meeting Nov. 19. 
Photo by John Heiser.

Happy New Year! from the volunteers at 
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Capital 

improvement 
projects—roads and 
stormwater control 

• County capital im-
provement projects 
completed in 2011 
included Timberview 
Filing 2 subdivision 
acceptance in which 
the county had to 
call upon a letter of 
credit posted by the 
developer to complete 
the required drainage 
improvements. 

• Another project com-
pleted in 2011 was in-
stallation of a guard-

rail on the north side 
of Highway 105 near 
the Monument Acad-
emy Charter School.

• The ongoing project 
to implement safety 
improvements to Hod-
gen Road between 
Highway 83 and Black 
Forest Road is being 
funded with $13.1 
million from the Pikes 
Peak Regional Trans-
portation Authority 
(PPRTA).

• Planning is underway 
for safety and drain-
age improvements 
estimated to cost 
$1.85 million at the 

intersection of Black 
Forest Road and Bur-
gess Road. So far, 
$800,000 from county 
road and bridge funds 
has been designated 
for utility relocation 
and right-of-way ac-
quisition.

• Planning is also un-
derway for safety and 
drainage improve-
ments on County Line 
Road from Thunder 
Road to Black Forest 
Road and on Black 
Forest Road from 
County Line Road 
to Walker Road. The 
project is estimated 
to cost $6.5 million. 
So far, $800,000 
from county road and 
bridge funds has been 
designated for utility 
relocation and right-
of-way acquisition.

• Safety and drainage 
improvements are 
also being planned 
on County Line Road 
from I-25 east to Fur-
row Road, including 
addition of shoulders, 
improvements to the 
road alignment, and 
addition of turn lanes 
at Furrow and County 
Line Road. The esti-
mated cost is $7 mil-
lion to $7.5 million.

Two Timers wishes everyone a healthy, 
happy,  successful 2012.  We so appreciate 

your continued support.  
Go green, shop consignment.  Save up to 

80% on consignment store prices every day. 
Clip and save through January 
15% OFF ON ANY ONE ITEM  

(One coupon per month.  Does not include items marked down 80%)

New consignors call for an appointment
today 

Located in Monument behind Rosie�s Diner 
719-484-0300 

www.twotimers.net  

Two Timers 
                Fine Consign 
          Women�s, Children�s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 
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• Improvements to Baptist 

Road are being planned for 
the section from I-25 west 
to Mitchell Road. A study 
estimated to cost $181,000 
is proposed to evaluate 
potential capacity improve-
ments to the corridor and a 
grade-separated crossing of 
the railroad tracks west of 
Mitchell Road. The project 
is estimated to cost as much 
as $11 million.

• A $300,000 study will ex-
amine capacity and safety 
issues on State Highway 
105 from I-25 east to State 
Highway 83. Information 
on the project is posted at 
www.105corridor.com. The 
county is seeking residents’ 
comments, which can be 
entered at the website.

• Pedestrian safety improve-
ments on Gleneagle Drive 
from Jesse Drive to 
Wuthering Heights 
Drive are being studied. 
The study is being paid 
for with $95,000 in fed-
eral funds and $24,000 
from the county road 
and bridge fund.

• Safety and drainage im-
provements on Beacon 
Lite Road from County 
Line Road to Highway 
105 are being studied. 
Initial estimates are 
that it would cost $5 
million to $6 million to 
pave unpaved portions 
of the road and improve 
the road alignments 
and the intersection 
at County Line Road. 
Brackin noted that 
over 800 vehicles per 
day are using Beacon 

Lite Road. He estimated that 
trucks make up 10 percent 
to 12 percent of that traf-
fic. Brackin added that the 
county is also looking at 
needed improvements at the 
Beacon Lite Road intersec-
tion with Highway 105.

• With regard to vacating 
Doewood Drive from Rid-
geview Circle to Chisholm 
Trail, Brackin said the coun-
ty is planning to meet with 
the Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Protection District and 
adjacent property owners to 
complete the details. Brack-
in said the property will be 
deeded to the adjacent prop-
erty owners, but a utility 
easement must remain and 
turnaround spots are needed 
for emergency vehicles. 

• The shoulder and ditch 
line have been repaired on 

Struthers Road between Gle-
neagle Drive and North Gate 
Road. Brackin noted that the 
developer did not implement 
a storm drain system in 
the area, so regular recon-
struction of the shoulder is 
required. He added that the 
proper solution would be to 
construct curbs, gutters, and 
a storm drain system.

• In response to a question 
about the potential instal-
lation of a traffic signal at 
the intersection of Highway 
83 and Highway 105/Walker 
Road, which is on the bus 
route to Kilmer Elemen-
tary School, Brackin said 
the Colorado Department 
of Transportation obtains 
traffic counts there every 
few months and so far the 
volume of traffic does not 
warrant installation of a 
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� NCA Accredited, State Licensed 
� Dedicated to Catholic Values 
� Financial Aid Available 
� Full Day & Half Day Preschool 

� Core Knowledge Curriculum 
� Everyday Math 
� Highly Qualified Teachers 
� Limited Class Size 

      Call or visit to enroll
Mary Hoffmann 

Principal 
Fr. Don Brownstein 

Pastor

719-481-1855
124 First Street, Monument � www.ucsppr.org

St. Peter Catholic School will provide a Christ-centered education that 
meets individual student needs and will develop all children spiritually 

and educationally to become leaders in the church and the world.
.

OPEN HOUSE
Fri., Feb. 3, 9 am-2 pm

Complete service 
comes to you! 

(719) 487-9119
service@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,  
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing, 
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts 
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes 

& Lighting, and more... 

Learn to 
Skate!

16240 Old Denver Highway  
Monument

Please mention this ad when registering

New Year�s Special! 
8 classes for $80*

Session starts January 23rd

Mondays 5:30 pm & 6:00 pm 
Ages 3 through Adult 

Figure Skate Levels: Snowplow 1 - FS 6 
Ice Hockey Levels: 1 - 4 

*Additional charges for rental skates and  
USFS membership may apply.

For information, visit www.cosportscenter.com 
or contact Deb at Sk8CoachDeb@aol.com. 
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traffic signal.

• In response to a question as to whether Spanish 
Bit in Chaparral Hills will be paved, Brackin said 
that although paving would improve the road and 
reduce maintenance costs, the decision is based on 
the amount of traffic it carries and the results of a 
public process to assess the opinion of the surround-
ing community. Glenn noted that there is community 
interest in the topic and there are concerns that pav-
ing could result in an increase in cut-through traffic.

• Brackin noted that those with questions or comments 
about roads should call the county Transportation 
Department at (719) 520-6460.

• A $36 million project to widen a 4.5-mile stretch of I-
25 from Woodmen Road to Interquest is scheduled to 
begin in the spring. The funding consists of $31 mil-
lion from state transportation funds and $5 million 
from the Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments. 

Oil and gas exploration
• Glenn noted that El Paso County is a statutory coun-

ty, so its powers to regulate oil and gas exploration 
are generally limited to above-ground operations. 
The regulations can focus on transportation impacts, 
visual concerns, surface water quality issues, and 
fugitive dust.

• Although temporary special use permits are being 
considered for exploration, production permits are on 
hold pending development and approval of appropri-
ate regulations, which could come in the first quarter 

of 2012. Glenn said that there will be opportunities 
for citizens to be heard before regulations are adopt-
ed by the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC). 

Military economy
• Glenn, who served 21 years in the military, noted 

that he is concerned about the effect on readiness of 
proposed cuts in military spending.

• Peterson and Schriever Air Force Bases, Fort Carson, 
and the Air Force Academy contribute substantially 
to the local economy. 

• The military is facing $450 billion in cuts over the 
next 10 years with an additional $500 billion if se-
questration occurs.

County budget
• Projected 2012 county revenues are $235.7 million. 

Of that, $149 million is legally restricted or otherwise 
not within the discretion of the BOCC. That leaves 
just 36 percent ($86.7 million) in discretionary rev-
enue.

• The discretionary funds are allocated approximately 
as follows: 61 percent for public safety, 13 percent 
for other elected officials such as the Assessor’s Of-
fice and the Clerk and Recorder’s Office, 9 percent 
for administrative support, 9 percent for informa-
tion technology, 5 percent for utilities, 3 percent for 
Health Department support, and 1 percent for parks.

• From 2006 to 2012, while the county’s population 
increased from 581,418 to 640,281, a 10.1 percent 
increase, the county’s discretionary funds dropped 
from $104 million to $87.2 million, a decrease of 16.1 
percent.

• From 2006 to 2012, the average revenue per citizen 
for county services dropped from $179 to $135, a 24.6 
percent decrease.

• From 2006 to 2009, the county achieved a $28.4 mil-
lion savings in administrative costs, a 27.5 percent 
decrease. Over the same period, the assessor, clerk 
and recorder, treasurer, public safety, public trustee, 
county attorney, and Health Department saved an ad-
ditional $9.6 million, and an additional $7.2 million 
was saved by exercising other budgeting options for a 

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning. 
Now accepting  
new students. 

Call Pam Brunson            646-2791
www.pianobypam.com

Family Horse Boarding
For 1-2 geldings or mares on 12-acre family horse property. 

Barn, tack room, corral, arena, pasture & trailer parking. 
Grass hay fed. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter.

Call Rick at 481-6660

ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST
On-Site Tailoring 

10% OFF
ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of 
drop-off. Prepayment required. 
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Expires 1/31/12.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road 

By King Soopers 
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm 

Sat. 8 am - 4 pm 

Suite A in the West End Center 
755 Hwy. 105  (3/4 mile west of Monument Safeway) 

Yoga
    Pathways

Studio

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com
Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858 

A Variety of Classes for a
Healthier & Happier You in 
2012 + New Tai Chi Class! 

Offer good through 1/31/12.

Learn a New JewelryLearn a New Jewelry--
Making Skill in 2012! Making Skill in 2012! 

Visit our web site for class information.Visit our web site for class information.

www.beadcorneronline.com 

20% OFF
Any class (except metal clay)

Tri-Lakes Counseling Center

Melanie A. Rountree 
MA, NCC 

Professional Counselor 

Adolescents, Trauma, Couples, Family
236 N. Washington St., Ste 8 East, Monument, CO 80132 

Phone: (719) 201-3510     Fax: (719) 488-5920 

www.trilakescounselingcenter.com

Snow Removal
Affordable. Licensed and Insured. 

Jon at Tree Man: 488-1818

Glamour Salon & Spa
The original owner in the Chapel Hills 

Mall and Citadel Mall has relocated  
to the Gleneagle Shopping Center,  

13880 Gleneagle Drive.  
Manager Helen Dao invites you to  
visit our new location and receive  

10% OFF all services  
including artificial nails, manicure,  
spa pedicure, waxing, and facials. 

20% OFF for military  
and students with ID. 
FREE drink and more! 

Open Mon.-Sat. 9:30 am�7:30 pm 
(719) 488-5575

www.glamoursalonandspa.com

January 
Special!

3 private sessions 
$107

New Classes
Pilates Conditioning Class 
This ultimate cardio/strength 

interval class challenges your 
core and total body strength, 
elevates your heart rate while 
focusing on proper jumping 

technique.  
Wed. 9:45 am, Sat. 7:30 am 

Golf Conditioning Class
This Reformer workout targets 
key areas and primes every 
muscle for the game, with 
special focus on the all-

important core. 
Mon. 11 am, Wed. 11 am 

Gina Dickey, ATC 
Certified Athletic Trainer� 

NATA, Certified Pilates 
Mat and Reformer 

Instructor� STOTT PILATES 

(719) 459-6989
835 Highway 105 

Suite A (in the 
Garden of Infinite 

Vitality) 

www.purplemountainpilates.com

Good through 2/28/11Certified Quickbooks Pro Advisor
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total savings of $45.2 million or 21.9 percent. 

• Glenn said that the county’s operating budgets are at 
the levels they were in 1996.

• In 2009, the county stopped using one-time funding 
to cover ongoing operational needs. Glenn described 
that as “operational sustainability.”

• In 2010, the county’s bond rating was improved to 
Aa2.

• County employees are paid on average 34 percent 
less than those in other Front Range counties and 
cities. From 2006 to 2012, the average workload for 
county employees increased 20 percent. The county 
has a 22 percent personnel turnover rate whereas, on 
average, employers have a 5 percent turnover rate. 
Training new hires costs an additional 49 percent of a 
position’s first-year salary.

• A budget shortfall is projected for 2012 due to declin-
ing property tax revenue resulting from the current 
real estate market. Ten percent of the county’s rev-
enue comes from property taxes.

• Facing declining revenues and an estimated $385 
million backlog in infrastructure maintenance, the 
county is working on a critical capital needs mas-
ter plan. There are $48.5 million in critical needs. 
Addressing those needs requires coordination with 

Colorado Springs.
Glenn encouraged residents to contact him to discuss 
their concerns.

**********
Additional information on Commissioner Glenn and links 
to his presentation and other materials are posted at http:/
/bcc.elpasoco.com/Pages/District1DarrylGlenn.aspx. On 
www.elpasoco.com, clicking on the “roads” link near the 
top of the page will display the status of current county 
road projects. 

NEPCO’s mission is to promote communication and 

interaction among the homeowners associations (HOA) 
and residential areas of northern El Paso County in order 

For all your 
plumbing 

needs

Plumbing, LLC  
Shawn Heer, Principal

719.633-6948 (ofc)

719.351.3573 (cell)

Mention this ad for 15% OFF labor!

You can spell my last name 
�I-SELL� because that is what I do! 

5462 Bestwood 
Drive, Larkspur�
Aspen Butte Ranch.
10 min. from Monu-
ment but world's 
away in ambiance. 
Two homes and a 

huge barn on over 36 acres. Livestock, fish farm, and nursery operations all 
water court-approved. Wonderful Pikes Peak views, rock outcroppings and 
trees. Water rights worth $250K included. Adjacent 35 acres also available. 
New list price $799,000. Virtual tour at www.listingsmagic.com/30247.

10 ac-ft water/yr!

Email: andyellis2010@gmail.com

SPELLS I-SELL

Sold!
Sold!

Sold!
Sold!

Fish farm, tree nursery, livestock all OK!

SOLD 12/28/11!

17750 Grama Ridge,  
Walden�Large lot 
with trees and 
privacy! 5 bd, 3.5 ba.  
Spacious kitchen with 
island, pantry, and 
eating area. Formal 
dining room. Upstairs 

laundry. Downstairs Rec Room with walkout to backyard. Large 3-car garage. 
Attractive lot with over 1/2 acre of trees and grassy areas. Fenced-off kennel 
area. Easy walk to Kilmer Elementary School, D38. List price $279,000. Virtual 
tour at www.listingsmagic.com/37091.

Under Contract!

1640 Ridgeview 
Circle, Woodmoor�
Pristine condition. 
Beautifully crafted 
newer super energy-
efficient log home. 
Low, low, low utility 
bills! 4 bd. 3 ba. 

Silestone kitchen counters, gas fireplace, beautifully vaulted ceilings. Walk-out 
lower level. Gorgeous lot on secluded cul-de-sac. List price $389,000.

New Listing!

Do you own vacant land that is just sitting 
idle and you are paying taxes year  
after year with no relief in sight?  

Call me today and turn your dirt into gold! 

Marty Christensen 
Chartercraft Homes, Inc. 
(719) 481-9706 or (719) 499-9984 
Licensed and insured

� New construction 
� Remodeling 
� Basement finishing 

� Additions 
� Decks
� RV garages 

Home Construction and Remodeling

Drywall Work
Remodels, Basements, Repairs. 30 yr. exp.

Call Gerry at 481-4497

719-481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz 

*CHA Certified* 
Instructor

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team  A Great Gift !

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH

   Lessons 
*Year Round 
*Group, Private 
*Ages 7 - Adult 
*Western, English   
         *Dressage 

Start off  the New Year by 
taking care of  yourself  inside 

and out with Bella Vi Spa 
Yoga and Pilates Studio 
$25 coupon toward a 50-minute  

massage and/or facial of your choice.*

$15 coupon toward any studio package.*

Bella Ví Spa 
European Health Spa  

Yoga and Pilates Studio 
Unique Gift Shop 

125 Second Street, Historic Downtown Monument

www.bella-vi.com     (719) 487-3123
*Good through 1/31/12. May not be used with any other promotion and/or  

Gift Cards/Certificates unless bought and used within valid time frame.

We have the 
FUN STUFF 

and the 
accessories
that Santa 

didn�t bring!!

Expert Advice � Great Prices � Neighborhood Location 

A RadioShack Dealer 
Tri-Lakes Electronics 

481-2387491 Highway 105

Right Here in Monument! 

Upcoming FREE 
Concerts  o f  the 

2011-2012 
Concert Series

at Forestgate Presbyterian 
Church, 970 Northgate Blvd. WÜA mt{tÜ| `xàv{~Éä

Sat., Feb. 11th, 7 p.m.

]É{Ç tÇw Zt|Ä VtÜÑxÇàxÜ 
As an early Valentine�s Day present, we will be featuring John and Gail Carpenter, 
the Singing Sweethearts, singing everything from Grand Opera to Broadway. Both 

have sung with the Metropolitan Opera among many other venues during their 
careers. Bring your sweethearts and join us for great music and fun! 

Sat., Mar. 17th, 7 p.m. 

Nationally Certified Counselor 
Licensed Professional Educator 

Licensed Professional 
Counselor 

Tricare Provider 

I help struggling parents form 
wonderful relationships with their 

children!

I help individuals learn problem-
solving techniques to improve 

their relationships! 

Sandra S. Vergez, 
M.A., N.C.C., L.P.C. 

Helping
Couples,
Families,

Individuals. 
Please call: (719) 330-4256    Email: ssv4therapy@aol.com
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water bills for most users, and a 50 percent to 60 percent 
increase for high-volume users:

The fi xed monthly water fee, which provides no water, 
includes $3 designated for water development.

The water rates for townhome complexes match the 
proposed residential rates up to 40,000 gallons per month. 
Over 40,000 gallons, the rate would be $11 per 1,000 gal-
lons per month (up from $8.50 per 1,000 gallons in 2011) 
or $9.50 per 1,000 gallons per month (up from $7.50 per 
1,000 gallons in 2011) for those townhome projects that 
have made signifi cant reductions in their irrigated land-
scaping.

The golf course rate for potable water is the same as 
the residential rate. The rate for reuse water for irrigation 
increased to $3 per 1,000 gallons per month (up from 
$2.48 per 1,000 gallons, a 21 percent increase). Untreated 
water for the golf course from the district’s wells in-

creased to $4 per 1,000 gallons per month (up from $3.60 
per 1,000 gallons per month, an 11 percent increase).

The sewer fee remains unchanged at $27 per month, 
with $2 of that fee designated for sewer development and 
used to help pay off the debt for the expansion of the 
wastewater treatment plant.

The cost for construction water used inside the dis-
trict was increased to $6.50 per 1,000 gallons (up from 
$5 per 1,000 gallons, a 30 percent increase). The cost for 
construction water used outside the district was increased 
to $13 per 1,000 gallons (up from $10 per 1,000 gallons, a 
30 percent increase). 

Availability of service fees charged to owners of va-
cant lots is unchanged at $300 per year.

The board unanimously approved unchanged prop-
erty tax mill levies of 16.296 mills for those customers 
receiving water and sewer service and 8.148 mills for 
those customers who receive only water service. A pos-
sible property tax mill levy increase is being considered 
for 2013.

Budget approved
The board unanimously approved the 2012 budget. Some 
highlights:
• Total projected revenue for 2012 is $16.758 million. 

Some of the larger amounts are $7 million from bond 
sales for infrastructure improvements for handling 
renewable water, $2.313 million from water sales, 
$1.132 million from property taxes, and $893,000 
from sewer service. The budget projects a 25 percent 
increase in water sales revenue due to the proposed 
increase in rates and fees.

• 2012 expenses for operations and administration 
are projected at $6.072 million. Some of the larger 
amounts are $1.084 million for repayment of loans, 
$650,000 for salaries, $613,566 for wastewater plant 
operating expenses, $400,000 for repairs and mainte-
nance, and $335,000 for utilities.

• 2012 capital project expenses are estimated at $7.5 
million, including $7 million for infrastructure im-
provements to handle renewable water. 

• The projected ending total fund balance for 2012 is 
$9.446 million.

Infrastructure work covered by the bond issue is sched-

to exchange ideas on topics of common interest and to de-
velop collective responses to the county on issues affect-
ing the quality of life of NEPCO member associations.

The next NEPCO meeting will be held Jan. 14, 10 

a.m.-noon, at the Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite 
Rd. A speaker from the sheriff’s offi ce will describe the 
Neighborhood Watch program and a second speaker will 
discuss HOA insurance. All are welcome to this meeting 

of local homeowners associations. 
For more information on NEPCO, visit 

www.nepco.org or call Bob Swedenburg at 481-2723.
John Heiser can be reached at johnheiser@ocn.me.

Piano Lessons By Becky  
� 37 years of teaching experience 
� Bachelors of Arts in Music 
� King�s Deer area 
� First Lesson is FREE! 

Call 559-3837 

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Bud Gerathy

TRI-LAKES YMCA

Join the Y in January; bring this ad into the 
Tri-Lakes YMCA for a 1 day free guest pass.

Don’t forget to sign up for Youth Winter 
Basketball, season starts January 9, 
Kindergarten-8th grade.

NEW FAMILY PROGRAM PACKAGE
50% off YMCA Programs
�� ������������������������������������
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www.ppymca.org

�YOUR project should be HANDCRAFTED!� 
Additions � Decks � Remodels/Basement Finishes 

Garages & Barns � Custom Homes 
15 years experience in El Paso & Douglas Counties 

Licensed & Insured � BUILT GREEN CERTIFIED 

Call today for a FREE Estimate: (719) 481-6170 
handcraftedinc@aol.com   www.handcraftedinc.com
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DONALA (Continued from page 1)

Range (gallons) Old rate New rate Increase
0-10,000 3.40$       3.90$      15%
10,001-20,000 4.55$       5.90$      30%
20,001-30,000 5.25$       7.35$      40%
30,001-40,000 6.60$       10.25$    55%
40,001-50,000 9.60$       15.35$    60%
Above 50,000 11.10$     16.50$    49%

Water service SF 13.00$     25.00$    92%
Water service MF 13.00$     18.00$    38%

Water rate per 1,000 gallons/month

Fixed monthly water fees
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uled to be put out for bid in 
December, with the work to start 
in January and be completed in 
2013.

Other matters
• The district’s bonds to pay 

for infrastructure improve-
ments were sold through 
the Colorado Water and 
Power Authority with a 
closing date of Dec. 15. 
Standard and Poor’s rated 
the district’s bonds AA-. 
Joe Drew of Drew Finan-
cial said that is a very good 
rating for the district. S&P 
noted that the rating would 
have been higher except for 
the potential cost increases 
associated with delivery of 
water through CSU.

• Susan McLean, the district’s 
conser vat ion / landscape 
manager, has provided 
conservation designs to 18 
customers. 

• The Donala Extended Wa-
ter Supply Study (DEWSS) 
final report will include in-
formation on direct potable 
reuse (DPR). In DPR, the 
effluent from the wastewa-
ter treatment plant would be 
sent to the water treatment 
plant and receive additional 
treatment before being 
mixed into the potable wa-

ter system. The report will 
conclude that DPR remains 
a potential option but faces 
regulatory hurdles. Roger 
Sams of GMS, principal 
engineer developing the 
report, said the technology 
will doubtless change over 
the next 10 years. Due to the 
costs associated with water 
reclamation, implementa-
tion of any of the options 
presented in the report will 
likely be postponed for five 
or six years.

• During the three months 
from Aug. 1 through Oct. 
30, the district’s $3.774 mil-
lion in investments managed 
by Davidson Fixed Income 
Management showed a yield 
of 0.39 percent, achieving a 
goal of beating the Colotrust 
Plus fund, which yielded 
0.05 percent during the 
same period. The weighted 
average maturity of the 
district’s investments is 9.1 
months. 

• Excelsior Blower is analyz-
ing the three failed blowers 
at the wastewater treatment 
plant to try to determine the 
cause of the failures. Excel-
sior is selling the wastewater 
plant a rebuilt blower from 
parts of the three failed 

blowers for $4,500. New 
blowers cost about $18,900 
each and rebuilt units cost 
about $15,400 each. The 
wastewater plant will then 
have four blowers. Duthie 
said the plant is designed 
to use two blowers but can, 
if necessary, operate on a 
single blower.

• The inclusion into the dis-
trict of the Big R store site 
at Spanish Bit and Struthers 
Road has been completed. 
Duthie noted that the 10-
acre parcel will be split 
into four lots with the Big R 
store on the northwest cor-
ner. Duthie said he was told 
work on the store could start 
as early as January.

• The district’s water conser-
vation plan was submitted to 
the state for approval as re-
quired by the district’s ser-
vice agreement with CSU.

Following the public meeting, 
the board went into executive 
session to discuss personnel is-
sues.

**********
The Donala board will hold its 
next regular meeting Jan. 26 at 
1:30 p.m. at the Donala office, 
15850 Holbein Drive. Meet-
ings are normally held on the 
third Thursday of each month; 

however, no meeting will be 
held in November 2012, and the 
December 2012 meeting will be 
held Dec. 6.

The district’s website is at 

www.donalawater.org.
John Heiser can be reached at 

johnheiser@ocn.me.

Support 
Our 

Community

Advertise 
in OCN

For more 
information, 

contact 
John Heiser 
at 488-3455, 
ads@ocn.me, 

or
visit 

www.ocn.me
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Board-Certified Orthodontic Specialist 
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Kathy Davis
Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/rocnest
(719) 439-8396

16152 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Ste.120
Monument,CO 80132  877-481-3543

(Next to Walmart & across from Texas Roadhouse)

www.blackfacedsheep.com

Unique Gifts, Rustic, Mountain, Lodge and Horse Decor

ALL CHRISTMAS ITEMS ON CLEARANCE

Come and see our New Lamps and Tables

Open Mon. thru Sat. 

10AM to 6PM

Please support

Small Business
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By Jim Kendrick
On Dec. 13, the Triview Met-
ropolitan District board unani-
mously approved Town Treasur-
er Pamela Smith’s resolutions for 
its 2012 budget, appropriation, 
and certification of the district’s 
property tax mill levy at 35 
mills. Smith noted that the total 
net increase for all district funds 
in the 2012 budget is $2.547 mil-
lion compared to $2.684 million 
in the 2011 budget. 

There were no comments 
from the public during the open 
portions of these separate hear-
ings. 

Treasurer Steve Remington’s 
absence was excused. 

Administration 
agreement approved

The Triview board unanimously 
approved an intergovernmental 
agreement (IGA) to formalize 
the provision of administrative 
services by Town of Monument 
staff that has taken place for 
several years with no prior writ-
ten agreement. The three-month 
IGA expires on March 31. 

Triview and the town have 
two other IGAs in place for the 
town staff to provide operations 
and maintenance services—one 
for Triview’s water system and 
one for streets and landscaping. 
The water IGA also expires on 
March 31. The separate IGA for 

streets and landscaping expires 
at the end of 2012.

Monument Town Man-
ager Cathy Green noted that the 
Monument Board of Trustees 
meeting for Dec. 19 had been 
cancelled, so town consideration 
of a resolution for this adminis-
trative IGA would have to be de-
ferred until the next Monument 
board meeting on Jan. 3. She said 
she would attend the January and 
February Triview board meet-
ings to discuss continuing these 
IGAs if Triview does not replace 
them with third-party commer-
cial contracts.
Note: The Monument Board of 
Trustees unanimously approved 

the administration IGA on 
Jan. 3.

Financial reports
Town Treasurer Pamela 
Smith presented the Octo-
ber financial and sales tax 
reports. October general 
fund revenues exceeded the 
budgeted amount by 20 per-
cent or $692,000. October 
general fund expenditures 
were less than budgeted by 
38 percent or $1 million, an 
improvement of $224,000 
over September. The net gen-
eral fund balance exceeded 
the budgeted amount by 
$1.721 million. However, the 
second half $1 million bond 
payment was due by the end 
of November. 

The enterprise fund ex-
ceeded the budgeted amount 
by 97 percent or $1.5 million 
in October, due mostly to 
fees collected for every unit 
of the new Vistas apartment 
project. October enterprise 

fund expenditures were 
over budget by 11 percent or 
$116,000, an improvement of 
$2,000 over September. The 
net enterprise fund balance 
was $1.4 million larger than 
the amount budgeted. 

Net sales tax revenue ex-
ceeded the amount budgeted 
through October by 1.5 per-
cent or $15,501. Total sales tax 
revenue was up 2.4 percent or 
$31,036 more than last year. 

The board accepted the 
October financial and sales 
tax reports. Triview Attorney 

Gary Shupp had been informed 
by Remington that he had not yet 
reviewed the requests for propos-
als from auditing firms that the 
board had solicited. Shupp also 
told the board that Remington 
said Triview should extend the 
agreement with the current dis-
trict auditor on a temporary basis 
until he can find time to review 
the audit firms’ proposals that 
were submitted to the district as 
requested. 

Operations report
Triview Operations Supervisor 
Steve Sheffield introduced town 
water operator Larry Bennett to 
the board. Sheffield distributed 
copies of three bids he had re-
ceived concerning striping the 
roadway for left turn lanes from 
Leather Chaps to Jackson Creek 
Parkway at the main entrance 
to the Monument Marketplace. 
He also distributed copies of 
the state’s water testing compli-
ance results, the staff’s water 
pressure test readings from the 
Homestead subdivision, and 
Triview’s monthly invoice for its 
share of Upper Monument Creek 
Regional Wastewater Treatment 
Facility operational expenses. 
Radionuclide testing for Triview 
was conducted on Dec. 1 and the 
results should be available in 
January. 

Booster pump 
system update

Engineer Barney Fix of Merrick 
& Co. gave his first scheduled 
“check point” briefing in the 
modified booster pump schedule 
to determine if the model is set 
up correctly and correctly mod-
eling pressure at each affected 
point in Jackson Creek for resi-
dential taps. The other aspect of 
field testing the model is whether 
it accurately predicts water pres-
sure drops at various points in 
the Homestead development in 
Jackson Creek. Merrick con-
ducted five fire flow tests and 
performed two of five compari-
sons of the model with field test 
readings. 

However the Geographic 
Information System maps and 
model of the district provided to 
Merrick by Triview engineering 
consultant Nolte Associates only 
included about half of the exist-

ing installed water distribution 
system. Fix asked for a change 
order for another $15,000 to ac-
curately complete the maps and 
model necessary to make the 
decision that was to be presented 
at this meeting. 

Fix stated, “We’re almost 
starting from scratch” and that 
Merrick was hired to site the 
booster pump station, not create 
the maps and model. He noted 
that there is a line item of $6,400 
in the Merrick contract for “mis-
cellaneous,” which could be used 
to only model the pressure relief 
valves for site selection of the 
booster system solely for Prom-
ontory Pointe and the higher 
elevations on the eastern side of 
Jackson Creek. 

After a half hour of very 
technical debate among the four 
directors present on a variety 
of options, the board decided to 
spend the additional $15,000 Fix 
originally suggested to fix the 
unusable system model to allow 
Merrick to be able to produce 
all the deliverables called for 
in its second contract with the 
district. A special board meeting 
was scheduled for Dec. 19 for a 
follow-up progress report from 
Fix on the revised schedule of 
this amended Merrick contract. 
Another progress meeting was 
also added for Jan. 25. 

The board discussed ad-
ministrative matters such as 
who would prepare minutes for 
the Dec. 8 meeting now that 
Triview has no district manager 
and no other employees. A mo-
tion to hold all regular meetings 
in 2012 on the second Tuesday 
of the month at 5 p.m. in Town 
Hall passed unanimously, as did 
a motion to release the results of 
an unspecified cost study that 
was used for unspecified execu-
tive session negotiations discus-
sions. 

The meeting went into ex-
ecutive session at 6:24 p.m. to 
discuss negotiations. 

**********
The next meeting will be held at 
5 p.m. on Jan. 10 in Town Hall, 
645 Beacon Lite Road. Informa-
tion: 884-8017.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me. 

By Candice Hitt
At the Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District’s (WWSD) 
December board meeting, 
members discussed the launch 
of the public relations campaign 
that will begin in early 2012. 
Bill Ray, the district’s public 
relations consultant, proposed 
ideas on how to communicate 
with customers to keep them 
informed and up-to-date on the 
district’s long-range vision of 

renewable water and how the re-
cent JV Ranch purchase fits into 
that vision.

Memorandum of 
understanding issued 

A memorandum of under-
standing between WWSD and 
Monument Academy (MA) has 
been approved. MA wants to 
temporarily place two portable 
classroom modular units on the 
eastern portion of its property 
within the boundaries of a right-

of-way where a sanitary sewer 
main is located. The district has 
approved the request with the un-
derstanding that placement of the 
modular units is temporary and 
will not require any permanent 
building infrastructure or exca-
vation that would interfere with 
the sewer pipeline. 

In addition, it is understood 
that the modular units will not 
require any water or sanitary 
sewer services that require con-

nection to the existing building 
infrastructure or district water 
and sewer infrastructure.

Operations report
Assistant Manager Randy Gil-
lette gave the operations report, 
saying well 7 would be serviced 
because of elevated iron levels. 
Gillette updated the board on the 
proposed Kum & Go gas station 
on the southwest corner of Knoll-
wood Boulevard and Highway 
105. Also, Village Center Filing 

3 in Monument has submitted 
plans to the district to build 75 
single-family homes. 

**********
The next regular board meet-
ing will be held at 1 p.m. Jan. 
12 at the Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District Office, 1845 
Woodmoor Dr., Monument. 
For information: 488-2525 or 
www.woodmoorwater.com.
Candice Hitt can be reached at 

candicehitt@ocn.me.

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 801321860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School

 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives
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 and Monument Academy.
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We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

(719) 488-3737
www.hamulaorthodontics.com
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• Complimentary Exams

• Clear Braces, Invisalign & 
Self Ligating Brackets

• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & 
Adults

• Extended Office Hours

• Flexible Payment Plans

Triview Metropolitan District, Dec. 13

2012 budget approved

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Dec. 8

District prepares public relations campaign
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Donna M O'Bryant
Financial Advisor
.

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-487-0407
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Start out 2012 
on the Path to 

Fitness and Self-
improvement

www.monumentblackbelt.com

Benefits for Your Children
• Increased Respect
• Improved Grades
• Better Confidence
• Improved Focus
• Better Discipline

Benefits for Your Family
• Decreased Stress
• Improved Health
• More Family Time
• Improved Fitness
• Self-Defense Knowledge

1 FREE Evaluation and 
$200 OFF Enrollment! 

First 10 new members only
with this coupon. Good through January 31, 2012.

Call 488-4321

The Physical and Mental Health Benefits 
for Family Training in Taekwondo

“The physical health benefits for a family training in Taekwondo 
have long been known to promote a number of positive results in 
improved flexibility, balance, stamina, posture, and weight loss. 

However, the benefits to mental health for a family training to-
gether have equally positive results. As a clinical psychotherapist 
practicing for over sixteen years, I have seen the positive impact 
in both my professional and personal life. One of the greatest 
benefits is the time family members spend training with one an-
other. Together, they can share each other’s success in training 
and the mastery of skills, while providing encouragement and 
support to work hard and build greater confidence.

Commitment and motivation are key components in Taekwondo 
training. Research has shown that these are critical skills children 
need to successfully navigate life’s challenges. As the family trains 
together, the parents are given a unique opportunity to model 
these skills for their children. Their own journeys towards greater 
mental focus, increased physical strength and deeper self-disci-
pline often become a spring board by which their children can 
begin to increase self-confidence, self-esteem, and respect for 
self and family.”

—Trudy G. Wilson, LPC, Clinical Psychotherapist

Home of World Famous 
U.S. National Team Coach Grandmaster Sang Lee
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By Jim Kendrick
On Dec. 13, Facility Manager Bill Burks 
updated the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility Joint Use Committee (JUC) 
on various aspects of in-stream testing for 
nutrients in Monument Creek and chang-
es in metals testing for the new discharge 
permit for 2012 through 2016. 

The three districts that own the facil-
ity also finalized their cost-sharing agree-
ment for 2012 for continued participation 
and leadership in the Colorado Nutrients 
Coalition, Colorado Rural Communi-
ties Coalition, and Colorado Wastewater 
Utilities Council, as well as various water 
quality meetings conducted by the Colo-
rado Department of Public Health and 
Environment in Denver and Colorado 
Springs. 

The Tri-Lakes facility operates as 

a separate public utility and is jointly 
owned, in equal one-third shares, by 
Monument Sanitation District, Palmer 
Lake Sanitation District, and Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation District. The three-
member JUC acts as the board of the facil-
ity and consists of one director from each 
of the three owner districts’ boards: Dale 
Smith from Palmer Lake, Lowell Morgan 
from Monument, and Jim Whitelaw from 
Woodmoor. Typically, several other dis-
trict board members and the district man-
agers also attend JUC meetings. 

Facility manager’s report
Burks reported that the plant was oper-
ating very efficiently, easily meeting all 
the expiring discharge permit’s limits. 
He described all the expensive new tests 
that his staff will have to perform, par-
ticularly for various metals under the new 
discharge permit for 2012 to 2016. Most of 

these metals in the new permit are found 
in standard multivitamin tablets. Testing 
for nickel was dropped in the new permit. 

After a lengthy discussion, the JUC 
directed Burks to continue performing 
monthly tests indefinitely for nutrients 
in Monument Creek above and below the 
plant, as well as in the mixing zone by the 
facility’s discharge pipe. All this data will 
be needed to defend the facility’s resis-
tance to unreasonable effluent limits for 
all the various compounds that comprise 
the total phosphorus and total nitrogen 
discharge limits. 

Burks’ staff will also continue to test 
for copper in all three districts’ influent 
wastewater. The copper limits for treated 
effluent in the new discharge permit were 
changed to 9.7 parts per billion (ppb) on 
average and 15 ppb for a single test result, 
which will be very difficult to achieve 

Tri-Lakes Joint Use Committee, Dec. 13

Cost-sharing procedures approved for 2012
Support Our 
Community!

Shop Tri-Lakes
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YTM*

Yield to 
Maturity 

due 
8/28/2017

Morgan Stanley Corp.

What interest rate do you earn?
• Rated A- by Standard and Poor’s
• Interest paid semi-annually
• Note is non-callable

*Yield effective as of 12/12/2011, subject to availability and price change.
Yield and market value will fluctuate if sold prior to maturity

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC

Pi
an

o Performance and Instruction

Gina Forero
B.M., M.S.

The Julliard School 
New York, NY

Beginner to 
Advanced

(719) 337-7742
ginaforeropianostudio@yahoo.com

www.ginaforeropiano.com

Give the gift 
of  music 

with a gift 
certificate

GET TOP DOLLAR 

The Blue Sage Merchant
251 Front St., Monument, 488-1822 
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area For 8+ Years!

Let us sell yourSILVER & GOLD
on the world�s largest marketplace!

Once in a Lifetime Opportunity 
Give your child the opportunity to experience 

the Monument Academy difference! 

Information Nights � January 17 & 26 
Monument Academy Library � 7 p.m. 

Open to the public and interested parents who 
wish to learn more about the Monument 

Academy difference. 

Call Today 719-481-1950    www.monumentacademy.net
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during dry winter periods. 

The expiring permit had 
a temporary modification that 
allowed the copper limits to be 
24.8 ppb on average and 36.4 ppb 
for a single test. This temporary 
modification will be extended for 
three years for the new discharge 
permit. The effects on copper 
removal after the proposed ad-
dition of chemical phosphorus 
treatment to the Tri-Lakes plant 
are unknown and will be ana-
lyzed once the state Water Qual-
ity Control Division issues a per-
mit for a temporary pilot plant 
being designed by engineering 
consultant Tetra Tech. 

The documentation for the 
facility’s new discharge per-
mit is temporarily available at 
http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/
w q / P e r m i t s U n i t /
ISSUANCEpage.html.

Financial report
Burks noted a one-time capital 
expense for a new e coli testing 
machine just purchased from 
Idexx Laboratories Inc. for 
$4,766. This machine was set up 
in the facility conference room 
with a test sample to show the 
JUC how the facility staff will 
comply with this new testing 
requirement in the new five-year 
discharge permit that took effect 
on Jan. 1. Fecal coliform testing 
was dropped from the facility’s 
new discharge permit. 

The JUC unanimously ac-
cepted the November financial 
report. 

The JUC unanimously ap-
proved a motion for Monument, 
Palmer Lake, and Woodmoor to 
share the expense of Monument’s 
representation by Jim Kendrick 
on facility water quality issues to 
the Colorado Wastewater Utility 
Council, Colorado Water Qual-
ity Control Commission, Water 
Quality Control Division, Water 
Quality Forum and its various 
work groups, Colorado Nutrient 
Coalition, and Colorado Rural 
Communities Coalition. Monu-
ment will submit an invoice for 
Kendrick’s time and expenses to 
Burks, who will then invoice the 
three owner districts each month 
for their one-third share of the 
cost. Burks will then reimburse 
Monument. The amount ap-
proved by the JUC for support-
ing Kendrick’s representation in 
2012 is $15,000. 

Burks distributed copies of 
the final 2012 budget that was 
approved on Nov. 8. The JUC 
unanimously ratified the changes 
approved on Nov. 8 that are now 
included in the final budget that 
was forwarded to the state. 
District manager reports
Monument Sanitation District 
Manager Mike Wicklund report-
ed that he had received several 
auto-dialer alarms generated by 
the control system that operates 
the two new Wakonda Hills lift 
stations.. Pump 2 of lift station 
1 was not turning on, but the 
backup pump was operating nor-
mally. Wicklund said the pumps 
are still under warranty from T. 
Lowell Construction, and there 
is a spare pump in the Monument 
district office. 

Wicklund asked the Wood-

moor and Palmer Lake districts 
to contribute another $500 each, 
along with Monument, so that 
the Colorado Rural Communi-
ties Coalition attorney John Hall 
can continue to help state Rep. 
Marsha Looper write legislation 
that suspends the Water Quality 
Control Division’s proposal to 
implement very expensive in-
terim total nitrogen limits at the 
March 12 Water Quality Control 
Commission hearing. Total ni-
trogen treatment is required by 
the proposed state interim con-
trol Regulations 85 and amend-
ments to the state’s permanent 
Regulation 31. 

Kendrick stated that all 
three owner districts previously 
donated $500 each to the Colora-
do Rural Communities Coalition 
in October to have Hall write 
a letter for Looper to send to 
Water Quality Control Division 
Director Steve Gunderson. That 
October letter requested data 
that might support the division’s 
claim that expensive treatment of 

total phosphorus and total nitro-
gen are needed. Looper’s request 
remains unanswered. 

Hall also wrote a coalition 
letter to Gov. John Hickenlooper 
that asked him to intercede with 
the state Health Department to 
have the Water Quality Control 
Division remove the total ni-
trogen requirements from the 
proposed Regulation 85 and 
Regulation 31 to comply with 
his Executive Order 5, which 
prohibits state agencies from im-
plementing unfunded mandates 
on local Colorado governments, 
including special districts. The 
coalition’s Dec. 28 letter to Hick-
enlooper was signed by 38 small 
districts and towns throughout 
the state. 

The letter to Hickenlooper 
states that the total cost statewide 
for implementing total phospho-
rus and total nitrogen limits as 
required by the proposed interim 
10-year control regulation 85 is 
about $2.5 billion. About 85 per-
cent of this cost is for proposed 

FINE JEWELRY EXPERTISE SERVING THE FRONT RANGE FOR OVER 30 YEARS 

Create a new original or update your existing fine jewelry
Design consultations are with Susan...Hand renderings or CAD.

            Collections by Susan and other Designers

                 Angels with Attitudes

                      Diamonds and Gemstones

                           Bridal and Engagement

                                Restoration & Repair

Visit our Office Suite & Showroom 
 Mon.-Fri. 10 am - 5 pm
 13710 Struthers Road, Suite 120A 
 Gleneagle

 (719) 488-0448
 www.susanhelmich.com
 www.angelswithattitudes.com

1445 Cipriani Loop 
Hwy 105 & Knollwood 

(719) 487-8660

Jump into the New Year with us 
at Monumental Styles & Co. 
Thank you for your continual 

support and friendship. Have a 
prosperous and happy New Year! 
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Support Our Community: 
Shop Tri-Lakes!

total nitrogen treatment, even though there is no scientifi c 
evidence that this treatment is needed or will result in any 
measurable improvement on Colorado water quality. 

Hall’s letter asks Hickenlooper to allow state waste-
water treatment facilities to conduct a 10-year study to see 
if algae problems in Colorado respond to total phosphorus 
treatment, as the EPA has allowed in other states, at only 
15 percent of this $2.5 billion fi rst, before determining 
whether to add a total nitrogen restriction statewide. 

No costs are available for the additional treatment 
that will be required when even tighter restrictions are to 
be implemented by the proposed Regulation 31 in 2022, 
because the specifi c nutrient limits in that regulation have 
not yet been determined. Kendrick said the so-called 
“placeholder limits” in the proposed Regulation 31 that 
may be implemented by default are less than what is tech-
nically achievable even if every state wastewater treat-
ment facility were to implement state-of-the-art “limits 
of technology” equipment with no regard to the huge, 
unaffordable cost this would require. 

Even with the drastically tighter nutrient limits listed 
in the proposed Regulation 31, Dr. Chris Urbina, head of 
the state Health Department, has recently issued press 
statements that the state must move forward in imple-
menting both nutrient regulations in March without any 
of the revisions asked for by the two wastewater coali-

tions. Urbina said he fears that the EPA will take away 
water quality regulation of Colorado state waters from 
his department if these regulations are not approved as 
proposed. 

The EPA has expressed its disapproval of the nutrient 
Regulations 85 and 31 over the past several years of stake-
holder meetings. EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson has 
testifi ed in congressional hearings that EPA regulations 
and policy ignore cost as an evaluation criterion during 
their reviews of state water quality standards. EPA Re-
gion 8 executives have reiterated this policy in criticizing 
proposed Colorado wastewater facility discharge permit 
limits for nutrients during this period as well. 

The Colorado Nutrient Coalition and Colorado Rural 
Communities Coalition were formed to advocate what 
they call a common sense scientifi c cost-benefi t analysis 
process, as required by EPA’s own regulations, to develop 
a rational, rather than emotional, basis for state water 
quality rulemaking. 

Wicklund also asked the other districts to contribute 
up to $4,000 each in January, along with Monument, to 
the 70-member Colorado Nutrient Coalition to support 
its $200,000 effort to prevent total nitrogen implementa-
tion. The effort involves expert consultant analysis of the 
division’s water quality statistics and the Colorado Water 
Resources and Power Development Authority ecosystem 

cost-benefi t study, plus the consultants’ in-person testi-
mony at the March 12 commission hearing. 

The 55-page draft prehearing statement on these 
matters was not issued until a few days after the Water 
Quality Control Commission rejected the coalition’s re-
quest on Nov. 14 to drop the total nitrogen requirements 
in both regulations and delay the hearing so that the data-
base could be independently analyzed by these experts. 

Kendrick added that the problem was compounded 
on Saturday, Dec. 10, when the fi nal copy of the prehear-
ing statement was issued and had suddenly and without 
warning expanded to 613 pages. The Colorado Nutrient 
Coalition again demanded a delay of the 9 a.m. March 12 
commission hearing so that facility operators might be 
able to analyze this surprisingly massive statement with 
the help of expensive consultants. This coalition request 
was summarily rejected by the commission. 

Palmer Lake and Woodmoor reported that no opera-
tional problems occurred in November.

The meeting adjourned at 11:52 a.m.
**********

The next meeting will be held at 10 a.m. on Jan. 11 at the 
Tri-Lakes facility’s conference room, 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday of the 
month. Information: 481-4053.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Monument Sanitation District, Dec. 15

2012 budget 
approved

Monument�The biggest dilemma when you find 
yourself with expenses up and income down is what to 
do or more importantly, what not to do in order to 
save your home from foreclosure.  

If you have to miss a mortgage payment, there are 
many important legal issues that you may be unaware 
of that are critical to understand. When such an major 
investment as your home is at risk of being lost to 
foreclosure, there are legal details to know before you 
try to negotiate with you mortgage lender that can turn 
into major problems and expenses if not handled cor-
rectly. It is essential to understand the legal ins and 
outs that will properly protect you when you must ne-
gotiate with your mortgage lender to either save your 

home or protect you from paying thousands of dollars, 
unnecessarily, when you have to sell your home.  

In a recent situation right here in Monument, mis-
information cost one local home seller over $52,627 
after they fell behind on their mortgage payments.  

To learn about how to avoid the three legal mis-
takes that could cost home owners thousands, a free 1-
hour Mortgage Maze Seminar is offered in January 
2012 to fully explain all of the options to home own-
ers when facing foreclosure and help them save their 
home.  

To obtain your FREE ticket to the seminar, call:  
1-800-201-7781 ID# 7736 (Available 24 Hours) or 
visit: www.SaveMyCOHome.net.

Legal loophole costs local home seller 
$52,627 after they fell behind on their 

mortgage payments

This seminar is courtesy of Parker St Claire LLC. Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. Copyright 2012.
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Now offering recycling!

By Jim Kendrick
On Dec. 15, the Monument Sanitation District board 
unanimously approved the district’s 2012 budget, appro-
priation, and mill levy (0 mills). No mill levy approval 
was required because the district has no debt. No rate 
increases were included in the new budget, nor were there 
any in 2011. 

The absence of Director Kristi Schutz was excused. 
Tap fee revenues for the year to date were $53,802, 

more than the $50,000 in the 2011 budget, despite the 
nationwide decline in new construction. The 2011 end-
of-year fund balance was estimated to be $236,825, well 
above the $141,167 in the budget.

The board unanimously approved letters of engage-
ment for the consultants who perform the district’s ac-
counting, auditing, and engineering. Also approved were 
renewals of the existing agreements for building mainte-
nance and cleaning. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
**********

The next meeting will be at 7 p.m. on Jan. 19 in the district 
conference room, 130 Second St. Meetings are normally 
held on the third Thursday of the month. Information: 
481-4886. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.
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By Jim Kendrick
On Nov. 21, the Monument Board of Trustees approved 
an ordinance for submitting a ballot issue to the voters 
to permit the town to collect, retain, and spend the full 
amount of town revenues for the next four years, through 
the end of 2015. The wording of the ballot question re-
mains the same as that approved by Monument voters in 
the past. 

The town has never had excess revenues that govern-
mental entities must return to taxpayers under the Tax-
payer’s Bill of Rights (TABOR). But Monument voters 
have approved an exemption to the measure four times. 

This exemption process is often called “de-Brucing” 
after Doug Bruce, the author of the TABOR amendment 
to the Colorado Constitution. 

Trustees Gail Drumm and Rick Squires were absent 
from the meeting. 

Town Clerk Scott Meszaros noted that the approved 
ballot question is identical to the previous one approved 
by the voters in 2008, the longest period allowed for 
“de-Brucing” under current state law. That TABOR ex-
emption ended on Dec. 31. As before, the potential uses 
for any exempt revenues will be restricted to parks and 
recreation or senior services. “De-Brucing” has been 
continuously approved by Monument voters every four 
years since 1996. 

There was no public comment on this ordinance dur-
ing the open portion of the hearing. 
Mail ballot election resolutions approved

The board unanimously approved a resolution autho-
rizing the April 3, 2012, regular municipal election to 
be conducted by mail ballot. The board also approved 
a separate resolution authorizing Town Clerk Scott 
Meszaros to appoint, train, and pay four election judges. 
The judges will be on duty for those who wish to vote 
in person at Town Hall on April 3, rather than submit 
a mail ballot. Meszaros said that conducting a polling 

place election would be an increased expense because 
mail ballots still must be created and mailed to those on 
the permanent list. 

The election will cost about $10,000. Meszaros ex-
plained that the TABOR question will require mailing 
an additional notice to “registered households” at an ad-
ditional expense of about $2,500 over the previous town 
election in 2010. The direct cost of the mail ballots is 
about $7,500 of that total. 

2012 meeting schedule approved
The board unanimously approved a resolution setting its 
meeting schedule for 2012. The proposed schedule con-
tinues the regular meeting schedule of the fi rst and third 
Monday of the month. There are four holidays which fall 
on a Monday in 2012, so the dates for those meetings are 
delayed until the next day:
• Tuesday, Jan. 3
• Tuesday, Jan. 17
• Tuesday, Feb. 21
• Tuesday, Sept. 4
The board also unanimously approved an annual liquor 

Monument Board of Trustees, Nov. 21

TABOR exemption renewal 
election approved

Décor by Diane
Interior Painting 

No job too small. Over 30 years experience. 
(719) 488-0817

New Location! 
153 Washington Street 

Suite 102 
Downtown Monument 

(719) 271-0999 
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Carissa Shipley
Attorney-At-Law 

FREE consultation with mention of this ad. 
Our practice areas include family law, wills and 
estates, document drafting for small businesses, 
landlord/tenant, property disputes, credit 
collections defense, plaintiff's personal injury, victim's rights, 
and consumer's rights.  

www.carissashipleylaw.com 
(719) 648-3689            carissa@carissashipleylaw.com
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By Jim Kendrick
On Dec. 5, all members of the Monument Board of Trust-
ees were present to unanimously approve the 2012 bud-
get, 2012 appropriation, and 2012 mill levy. The town’s 
property tax mill levy will remain unchanged at 6.289 
mills. Four planning commissioners were unanimously 
reappointed for two years. Annoying traffic signal tim-
ing for left turns at several town road intersections with 
county roads near I-25 was also a subject of concern dur-
ing the hearing on the new Kum & Go convenience store 
and public comments. 

Budget highlights
 Town Treasurer Pamela Smith explained that the maxi-
mum amount of town property tax revenue allowed in 
2012 by the Taxpayer Bill of Rights (TABOR) amend-
ment to the state constitution is $769,245. However, due 
to the decline in the town’s total assessed property value 
during the 2011 county-wide assessment, the town’s mill 
levy would have to be increased from the current level 
of 6.289 mills to 7.467 mills to produce this amount of 
revenue. But this mill levy increase is not allowed by TA-
BOR without prior voter approval. 

The existing mill levy of 6.289 mills will only gener-
ate $648,749 in 2012, a decrease of $64,238 from total 
2011 property tax revenues. Smith said this was the first 
annual total property tax revenue decline in her six years 
as treasurer. The board unanimously approved a resolu-
tion to renew the 6.289 mill levy for 2012. 

There was an hour of very technical discussion about 
the final version of the 2012 budget. Ordinances for the 
budget and the corresponding appropriation for total 
funding for each of the various town funds were both 
unanimously approved. 

There were no public comments during the open por-
tion of the three public hearings for these budget items. 
Four planning commissioners reappointed

The board unanimously approved the reappointment of 
four Monument planning commissioners for new two-
year terms that run through the end of 2013: 
• President Ed Delaney
• Vice President Kathy Spence
• Jim Fitzpatrick
• Dave Gwisdalla
Delaney suggested a joint session of the Planning Com-
mission and the board after the board election in May. 

Public comments
Monument resident and former Trustee Tim Miller noted 
that the timing of traffic signals on Baptist Road and 
Jackson Creek Parkway cause long wait times “that seem 

like months” for vehicles making left turns when there is 
no through traffic coming from the opposite direction. He 
asked the town to have the county change the short green 
left turn light from eastbound Baptist Road to northbound 
Jackson Creek Parkway changed to a flashing red. 

Trustee Tommie Plank suggested that a flashing yel-
low would be better. Flashing yellow left turn lights have 
recently been installed on the Highway 105 traffic signals. 
Miller replied that a flashing red would be safer because 
it would force people to stop to look for oncoming traffic 
before starting their left turn. Miller also noted that signs 
for left-turn-only lanes on these roads can be confusing if 
the green signal light for that lane is not a left turn arrow, 
just a regular green light. 

Tom Kassawara, director of Development Services, 
stated that he would contact El Paso County Engineer 
Andre Bracken regarding the traffic signal issue because 
Baptist Road is a county road. 

Miller stated that abandoned stormwater pipes/
culverts that are located in the “mouse habitat” retention 
pond area east of the Home Depot are “concrete litter or 
construction litter” that should be removed. Mayor Travis 
Easton said that there are only certain times of the year 
that town staff can enter that mouse habitat. 

Monument Town Manager Catherine Green replied 
that she would present Miller’s concerns to the Triview 
Metropolitan District board at its next regular meeting on 
Dec. 13. She stated that she recalled that former Monu-
ment Public Works Director Rich Landreth had investi-
gated a similar complaint about the pipes and found out 
that Triview had originally placed the pipes where they 
are still located. Special equipment would have to be used 
to remove the culverts. 

Miller also noted the faulty chip seal repair of asphalt 
performed in his Jackson Creek neighborhood a few 
months ago by Triview. Cracks have already developed. 

Kum & Go site plan approved
The board unanimously approved a preliminary/final 
planned development (PD) site plan for a new Kum & 
Go convenience store on the southwest corner of High-
way 105 and Knollwood Drive. The discussion of the site 
plan was very similar to the discussion by the Planning 
Commission on Nov. 16. For more details of this site plan, 
see the Nov. 16 Planning Commission article on page 14 
of the Dec. 3, 2011, edition of OCN available online at 
www.ocn.me/v11n12.htm#monpc. 

Kassawara noted that he had recently received sev-
eral updates from the county Transportation Department 
after he had informed them of Knollwood Drive traffic 
concerns expressed at the Nov. 16 Planning Commission 

license renewal for Borriello Brothers NY Pizza at 15910 
Jackson Creek Parkway. 

Financial reports and updates
Town Treasurer Pamela Smith presented the September 
sales tax report. Net sales tax revenue was more than the 
amount budgeted through September by 1.1 percent or 
$13,721, an increase of about $23,000 from August. 

The board unanimously approved three payments of 
$5,000 or more:
• $121,924 to Triview Metropolitan District for Sep-

tember sales tax ($115,142), October motor vehicle 
tax ($6,700), and Pikes Peak Regional Building De-
partment sales tax ($82).

• $5,400 to the Pikes Peak Regional Communications 
Network of the City of Colorado Springs for the an-
nual 2011 radio communications service fee for sup-
port of 27 town police radios.

• $28,000 to Sieck Contracting for miscellaneous site 
work performed in the Trails End Subdivision. 

Smith solicited final 2012 budget input from the trustees. 
Some of the items she discussed were:

• The latest revision of the “2012 Preliminary Budget 
Assumptions” sheet.

• Details regarding purchase of the new police car 
($30,200) and a public works backhoe ($120,000) by 
a capital lease rather than a single-payment outright 
cash purchase.

• A 6 percent increase for 2012 employee health insur-
ance.

• A proposed $36,000 bonus package for 45 employees 

because there will be no cost of living increase again. 
The board consensus was to move forward with the 
bonus. 

• The property tax mill levy must be submitted to the 
state prior to Dec. 15.

• The final 2012 budget must be submitted by Dec. 31.
Staff reports and updates

Tom Kassawara, director of the Development Services 
Department, briefed the board on the Board of County 
Commissioners’ initiative to minimize restrictions in 
county commercial zones. However, the town staff would 
like the vacant county commercial property adjacent to 
the east side of I-25 on Monument Hill to have a zoning 
overlay with the same restrictions as those of the town’s 
commercial section on the west side of the I-25 corridor. 
Kassawara added that he had met with District 1 County 
Commissioner Darryl Glenn to discuss this issue. 

Jacob Shirk, chief of police, discussed the Church 
Safety program that his department recently held. He said 
this was the fourth year of the program and it continues to 
grow and include new participants. He went into further 
details on the program.At 7:47 p.m., the board went into 
executive session to receive legal advice regarding the va-
cant property on the southeast corner of Third and Front 
Streets. The meeting was immediately adjourned at 8:15 
p.m. at the conclusion of the executive session with no 
further action taken. 

**********
Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees, Dec. 5

2012 budget and mill levy approved
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The PEAK Swim Team has 
covered the Gleneagle  

Golf Club pool! 
The upgraded pool will sponsor a year-round 
swim team, learn-to-swim programs, adult 
lap swims, masters swimming, water 
aerobics, and tri-athlete programs.  

Gleneagle pool members will still have 
access to the same outdoor pool they�ve 
always enjoyed but will have the opportunity 
to use the pool during the offseason as well.  

For information, contact 
head coach Ross H. at  
peakswim@gmail.com,
(719) 649-1606, or visit 
www.peakswimteamco.com.
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hearing. Several commissioners and Kum & Go repre-
sentatives noted how hard it is to make a left turn during 
rush hour onto westbound Highway 105 due to the very 
short green light for Knollwood Drive, a town road. No 
more than three cars can typically turn left onto Highway 
105 during the morning peak between red lights that last 
about two minutes. 

Highway 105 is a county road adjacent to the Kum 
& Go lot, but is a state road immediately to the west due 
to the adjacent I-25 Exit 161 interchange for downtown 
Monument. The county owns the Knollwood Drive sig-
nal, but the timing of the Knollwood traffic signal for 
these left turns is controlled by the Colorado Department 
of Transportation (CDOT) to maximize the flow of High-
way 105 traffic. 

Kassawara said he was still waiting for a reply from 
CDOT on his request that it allow the county to lengthen 
the green light for Knollwood Drive. He added that traffic 
engineering studies still show that the Knollwood Drive 
signal’s existing timing will still meet the minimum 
“Level D standards” for level of service for this intersec-
tion after the Kum & Go store is opened for business. 

Kassawara also noted that the county had issued 
final written approval and a permit to the town for the re-
quested direct access to the Kum & Go property from the 
right lane of eastbound Highway 105, prior to the Knoll-
wood intersection, which will reduce southbound traffic 
on Knollwood. A final agreement with the town staff on 
the details of the design of this access from Highway 105 
is pending. The remaining issues that are conditions of 
approval for the PD site plan that must be met by Kum & 
Go were: 
• Written permission and a drainage easement must be 

obtained from the adjacent property owner, Integrity 
Bank, for construction and use of a detention pond on 
the southwest corner of Integrity’s property.

• The size of the awning over the Red Box DVD ma-
chine that will be installed in front of the store must 
be increased to cover customers during inclement 
weather, and must be strong enough to withstand 
frequent high winds. 

• The size and location of the sign for the business 
must be finalized and acceptable to the town staff. 

• A site plan improvement agreement must be executed 
prior to issuance of any construction permits for the 
store. 

Dave Lemons of Kum & Go gave an overview of the 
company’s marketing analysis, growth, and demographic 
statistics for Monument and the rest of the Front Range, 
and corporate operational and sustainability policies—
there are no franchisees. He also addressed the Knoll-
wood traffic issues and said the awning over the Red Box 
video dispensing machine would conform to town staff 
specifications. 

Engineer Josh Erramouspe of Olsson Associates 
explained the technical aspects of traffic flow, fuel deliv-
eries, and takeout food service. He noted that most store 
traffic would be pass-by traffic that would continue east 
on Highway 105 and not add significant left turn traffic 
from Knollwood. 

There were no public comments during the open por-
tion of the public hearing. 

Exempt human signs ordinance 
barely approved

The proposed new ordinance to regulate advertising signs 
carried by people at entrances to businesses or shopping 
centers was controversial. The Planning Commission had 
to hold two hearings on the matter—on Oct. 12 and Nov. 
9—before revising the proposed ordinance language and 
approving this version by a 4-1 vote. For more details on 
this ordinance see the Nov. 16 Planning Commission ar-
ticle on page 14 of the Dec. 3, 2011, edition of OCN avail-
able online at www.ocn.me/v11n11.htm#monpc. 

Some of the points Kassawara made were: 
• “This is a very minor issue.” 
• “Human signs” are signs carried by people. 
• The code enforcement officer was having “all sorts of 

issues on how to interpret the sign code as written.”

• The commission voted 4-1 for the language that al-
lows a person with a sign to be at every entrance to a 
shopping center for a business.

• The staff recommended allowing only one human 
sign per business property regardless of the number 
of entrances to the business property. 

• The staff recommended allowing a business to have 
only one human sign per shopping center at a time re-
gardless of the number of shopping center entrances 
because more than one human sign is “clutter.” 

Green noted that the town had no ordinance regarding 
people only wearing costumes or carrying signs that are 
not billboards. 

Trustee Gail Drumm said allowing only one human 
sign for a business in a shopping center was “way too 
restrictive,” that “businesses have a right to advertise the 
way they want to,” and the staff was “trying to make a 
problem out of a situation that is not really a big prob-
lem.” 

Plank said that allowing more than one human sign 
at a shopping center entrance at one time was “crazy” and 
“very distracting to drivers.” Kassawara replied that the 
town cannot allow one business or group of businesses to 
prevent another business from having a human sign at a 
particular shopping center entrance. 

There was no public comment during the open por-
tion of the hearing. 

There was no discussion about volunteer orga-
nizations being allowed by the proposed human sign 
ordinance to have an unlimited number of volunteer hu-
man signs at each entrance to a shopping center for any 
fundraiser—for example, a fundraiser car wash for a girls 
high school volleyball team or a boys high school hockey 
team. 

After 15 minutes of trustee questions about how 
many signs could be in place at each of Monument 
Marketplace’s five entrances under both proposed sets of 
language, Plank said, “I’d like to know what Sgt. Burk 
has to say about this.” Monument Police Lt. Steve Burk 
replied, “I don’t think the Police Department would have 
an issue with it as long as they stayed off the roadway and 
didn’t create a traffic hazard.” 

Drumm immediately offered a motion to approve the 
Planning Commission’s proposed language that would al-
low each business in a shopping center to have a human 
sign at each entrance of the shopping center. The mo-
tion was seconded by Jeff Kaiser. Mayor Travis Easton 
voted last, voting yes to break the 3-3 tie among the other 
trustees. Trustees Rafael Dominguez, Stan Gingrich, and 
Tommie Plank voted no. 

New regional building code approved
The board approved an ordinance for formal adoption of 
the 2011 building code of the Pikes Peak Regional Build-
ing Department (PPRBD.) This update is intended to 
replace the 2005 PPRBD code. Only the technical regu-
lations are proposed to be changed. All administrative 
requirements will remain the same. 

During the open part of the public hearing, Miller 
noted that the new carbon monoxide detector requirement 
for all “sleeping units” with bedrooms and natural gas ap-
pliances or furnaces is driven by state statute as well as 
the 2009 International Building Code. Battery-powered 
detection units or units that plug into wall outlets will 
meet this new requirement. 

The vote for approval of the regional building code 
was 6-1 with Kaiser opposed. Kaiser did not state his rea-
son for voting no. The other government entities that are 
members of the PPRBD were all expected to approve the 
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By Jim Kendrick
On Dec. 8, the Palmer Lake Town Council 
approved ordinances for the town’s 2012 
budget and appropriation. The council 
also approved a resolution for a 7 percent 
basic water rate increase and three new 
business licenses. 

Town CPA Linda Ousnamer said 
she did not have the November financial 
report and would distribute the report 
to the trustees by email on Dec. 9. She 
stated that town revenue through the end 
of November was at only 72.69 percent of 
the total budget for 2011 rather than the 
planned 91.66 percent, 19 percent under 
budget. The town was 23.5 percent over 
budget for spending through the end of 
November. 

“We have a little belt tightening to do 
for this next month,” Ousnamer said. Two 
full-time police officers and two other 
full-time staff members have been laid 
off due to this budget problem. 

Ousnamer also stated that there are 
reserves available to cover the difference. 
The auditor will be in town in mid-Janu-
ary to conduct the 2011 audit. 

Trustee Nikki McDonald praised 
Tara Berreth and Bob Radosevich for tak-
ing over budget issues over the past year 
without accounting training.

2012 budget
Mayor John Cressman and Ousnamer 
praised the staff for adjusting the 2012 
budget for the new fiscal realities facing 
Palmer Lake so that a balanced, conser-
vative, viable budget could be presented. 
About $164,000 was cut overall in the 
final budget draft. A resolution for an in-
crease in monthly water fees beginning on 
Jan. 1 was unanimously approved before 
the 2012 budget hearing. 

The minimum water use fee will in-
crease from $33.57 to $35.92. The capital 
improvement fee for water will increase 
from $3.05 to $3.59. The water loan fee 
will remain at $11.51. This will produce 
a 7 percent water bill increase of $2.35 in 
the minimum water bill, from $48.13 to 
$51.02, and raise about $33,000 in 2012 to 
cover the increased electrical and testing 
costs for the new water treatment plant. 

Water testing will increase a great 
deal in 2012 to verify that the new water 
treatment plant is functioning properly. 
This will add some short-term operational 
costs, before long-term savings can be 
realized. 

There was no public comment be-
fore the water rate increase resolution 
was approved. There was also no public 
comment before ordinances for the 2012 
budget and 2012 appropriation were 
unanimously approved. 

New business licenses 
approved

The council unanimously approved new 
business licenses applied for by:
• Bill Ellison for Tri-Lakes Towing, 

707 County Line Rd.
• Nathan Arnett for Spark Tech, 27 

Gillia St.
• Roberta Bruner for Tranquil Mind 

Clinical Hypnotherapy, 835 Highway 
105

Ellison noted that he also owns the Tri-
Lakes Collision body shop, would keep 
the two businesses separate, and will 
acquire Monument Towing. The actual 
location for the towing business has not 
been determined yet. 

Arnett said he would be establishing 
an in-home service business for personal 
computers, working out of his own home. 

Bruner said she is a certified clinical 
hypnotherapist and will open an office by 
the Pinz bowling alley. 

Committee reports
Cressman reported:
• Two full-time police officers were 

laid off. 
• The town Police Department seems 

to be doing better but is still out of 
money. “Their budget is gone.”

• The new equipment installation in the 
town water plant is going quite well, 
with the new computer controls doing 
what Water Supervisor Steve Orcutt 
wanted them to do for the plant. 

Parks and Recreation Trustee Gary Cole-
man reported: 
• The Thanksgiving chili supper and 

hay ride were very successful in 
raising a record amount of funds for 
Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. 

• Coleman’s annual Christmas model 
train show at the Depot Restaurant 
would also be raising funds for the 
Fire Department, thanks to Depot 
owner Alica Gatti. (See page 28)

• The Starlight Dance at Historic 
Pinecrest on Dec. 9 would raise 
money for the Palmer Lake Fireworks 
Committee. (See page 28)

2011 regional building code revision by 
the end of the year. 

Other matters
The board unanimously approved a reso-
lution acknowledging the amendments to 
the town’s 2012 457B deferred compensa-
tion plan proposed by The Variable An-
nuity Life Insurance Co., which manages 
this town employee retirement program. 
Green said the specific plan amendment 

instructions on money transfer procedures 
and the new requirement for formal board 
acknowledgment of the plan amendments 
are directives from the federal govern-
ment. 

The board unanimously approved an 
ordinance for a Monument Zoning Dis-
trict and Town Boundary Map that will be 
signed by the Planning Commission chair 
and the mayor to strengthen its legal status 
if there is ever any question in the future 

about zoning district boundaries, property 
lines, or rights-of-way. There was no pub-
lic comment on the map during the open 
portion of the hearing. 

The board unanimously approved 
Smith’s October financial report. 

At 9:02 p.m., the board went into 
executive session to receive legal advice 
regarding pending litigation. The meeting 
was immediately adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
at the conclusion of the executive session 

with no further action taken. 
**********

The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Jan. 17 at Town Hall, 645 
Beacon Lite Road. Meetings are normally 
held the first and third Monday of the 
month. Information: 884-8017. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Town Council, Dec. 8

2012 budget, water rate increase approved

The Blue Sage Merchant 
251 Front St #11-A, Historic Monument, 488-1822 

Mon � Fri 10:00 � 5:00 Sat 9:00 � 3:30 or by Appointment 
http://showcase.inkfrog.com/thebluesagemerchant

13,000+ Positive Feedbacks 

We sell for YOU on the 
WORLD�S LARGEST auction site!

FREE eBay research! FREE professional photographs! 
EXPERIENCE you can count on! 

We do it all! Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 8 years!

Above: At the Monument Board 
of Trustees meeting Jan. 3, Mayor 
Travis Easton presented a check for 
$1,200 to Carol Kramer (center) and 
Ashley Fritz of the Trails End HOA.The 
town hired contractors to correct 
flawed infrastructure using a $50,000 
performance bond posted by developer 
James Morley. The bond was used 
to correct sidewalk, pavement, and 
landscaping problems.  The work was 
completed under budget, leaving a 
$1,200 balance. The Trails End HOA 
has agreed to use the money solely for 
common area improvements. Photo by 
Jim Kendrick.  
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By Bernard L. Minetti
The Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District board unani-
mously approved the 2012 bud-
get on Dec. 7. The adopted oper-
ating revenue totaled $4,349,967. 
Operating fund expenses totaled 
$3,922,779, with equipment lease 
payments excluded from the 
total. Lease payments totaling 
$281,097 had been transferred to 
and expended from impact fees, 
leaving an impact fee balance of 
$169,174.

Treasurer John Hildebrandt 
reported that November repre-
sented 91.66 percent of the bud-
get year. Year-to-date budgeted 
property tax revenue received 
was $3,217,829, or 99.7 percent 
of the budgeted amount. Specific 
ownership taxes received totaled 
$260,772, or 95.1 percent of the 

budgeted amount. 
He said that ambulance rev-

enues totaled $553,368, or 112.93 
percent of the budgeted amount. 
Revenue from impact fees year-
to-date was $158,038, or 263.51 
percent of the year-to-date bud-
geted total. The district collected 
$128,260 in September from the 
Blevins apartment complex.

In summarizing the expense 
category, Hildebrandt noted that 
all expense categories were un-
der budget, year-to-date, except 
insurance, which was 3.31 per-
cent over the budgeted amount, 
medical expenses, which were 
22.91 percent over budget, and 
vehicle expenses, which were 
6.81 percent more than expected. 
Overall expenses for the year 
were at 90.16 percent, or 1.5 per-
cent under budget.

The board then unani-
mously approved the mill levy 
for 2012 at 8.5 mills.

Appropriations approved
Denboske introduced 

a resolution to appropriate 
sums of money to the various 
funds and spending agencies. 
From the General Fund ap-
propriations, current operating 
expenses totaled $4,041,716, 
which includes amendment 1 
reserves, no capital outlay, and 
debt service of $281,097 for a 
total of $4,322,813. The reso-
lution stated that the reserve 
funds are also appropriated to 
cover operations and capital 
expenses of the district in the 
event of revenue shortfalls. The 
resolution received unanimous 
approval from the board.

Denboske also introduced 

Economic Development Trustee 
Michael Maddox reported on the 
various concerts that would be 
held at the Tri-Lakes Center for 
the Arts in the coming months 
and a potential balloon festival 
in the green space along County 
Line Road that may turn into an 
annual event. 

Police Trustee Nikki Mc-
Donald reported on the 180 calls 
for November.

Water Trustee Max Stafford 
reported on just over 4 million 
gallons of water production in 
November and the various water 
meetings he would be attending 
through the end of January. 

Fire Trustee Richard Kue-
ster reported on a medical call 

that came in while the depart-
ment was conducting the an-
nual Christmas Palmer Lake star 
lighting ceremony.

Cressman gave the roads 
report, detailing all the staff’s 
activities in November. He also 
noted that the town would re-
ceive a $5,000 fee refund from 
the Pikes Peak Regional Build-
ing Department. 

During public comment, 
resident Jean Hartley discussed 
a learn-to-paint, hair salon, and 
tai chi “gentle exercise” business 
she would like to open in south 
Palmer Lake in mid-February. 
Town Attorney Larry Gaddis 
stated that she would have to 
file her liquor license application 

before a 500-foot neighborhood 
survey radius around her busi-
ness license could be set. He 
also noted that her fingerprint 
check for her new liquor license 
will take the most time to be ap-
proved. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:
24 p.m.

**********
The next regular council meet-
ing will be on Jan. 12 at 6:30 
p.m. in Town Hall. Regular 
council meetings are normally 
held on the second Thursday 
of the month. Information: 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us or call 
481-2953.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me. 

By Jim Kendrick
On Dec. 7, the Donald Wescott 
Fire Protection District board 
approved resolutions for the 
district’s 2012 budget, appropria-
tions, and mill levy certification, 
which will remain at 7 mills. 
Director Joyce Hartung opened 
the meeting with comments 
that compared the nation’s patri-
otic response to Pearl Harbor 70 
years ago with the 9-11 terrorist 
attack 10 years ago. 

All five members of the 
board were present. 

The 2012 budget was modi-
fied to reflect another $10,000 
decrease recently reported to 
the district by the county tax 
assessor, for a total reduction of 
about $197,000 to $1.649 million 
in expected property tax revenue 
for 2012. Overall, total operating 
revenues dropped from $2.018 
million in 2011 to $1,871 million 
in 2012. 

Two separate resolutions 
were approved to budget and ap-
propriate $1,871 million for total 
district operating expenditures 
in 2012. 

Chief’s report
Assistant Chief Scott Ridings 
reported that there were 132 runs 
in November, up from 119 the 
previous November. 

District Fire Marshal Margo 
Humes reported that she found 
377 violations in 23 businesses, 
of which 319 have been cor-
rected. She also said that the 
recent training she had received 
was very thorough and helpful 
for performing her duties. 

Burns noted that cold 
weather had held up construction 
of Station 3 at Highway 83 and 
Stagecoach Road. The utilities 
installation, sprinkler system 
tests, and finish work will take 
place after the stucco is installed, 
once the cold weather breaks. 

A brief recess was called 
to allow Chief Vinny Burns 
to lead the directors on a tour 
of the “brand new Ambulance 
582” that American Medical 
Response (AMR) had just put 
in service at Station 1 on Gle-
neagle Drive. Burns noted that 
AMR paramedic Robert Good 
took the lead in selecting its con-

struction specifications as well 
as coordinating with the factory 
on the ambulance’s final design, 
equipment installation, and paint 
scheme, which precisely matches 
Wescott’s other apparatus. Burns 
called the partnership and work-
ing relationship Wescott has with 
AMR “incredible.” 

The board also approved 
its 2012 board meeting sched-
ule with all meetings occurring 
at 7 p.m. in Station 1, 15415 
Gleneagle Drive, on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month except 
for meetings on March 21, due 
to spring break, and Dec. 5, 
due to the state’s mill levy ap-
proval deadline of Dec. 15. The 
district’s two volunteer pension 
board meetings will be held on 
April 25 and Aug. 22. 

The meeting was adjourned 
at 8:22 p.m.

**********
The next meeting will be held at 
7 p.m. on Jan. 25, as noted above, 
in Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle 
Drive. Information: 488-8680.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Dec. 7

2012 budget approved
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the budget message summary, noting that 
the 2012 budget will support the funding 
for: response to fire calls, medical emer-
gencies, medical transports, search and 
rescue services, Hazmat response, and 
public education in fire prevention, first 
aid and CPR. The property tax revenues 
reflect a voter approved 8.5-mill levy. 

Vectra Bank fund balances included 
$595,187 for savings, $276,339 for check-
ing, and $390,097for impact fees. The First 
National Bank savings account had a total 
of $311,273. Total cash balances amounted 
to $1,572,896. The monthly expense aver-
age over 11 months amounted to $340,616. 
The monthly income for specific owner-
ship fees was $23,745, and for ambulance 
revenue the amount was $49,992, for a 
total of $73,737. With reserve funds in 
the bank (not including impact fees), the 
district had about 3.9 months of operating 
capital as of the end of November 2011.

The major acquisition was the pur-
chase of new Self Contained Breathing 
Apparatus units to equip the response 
vehicles and to provide a mask for each 
employee at a total cost of $125,484. The 
board unanimously approved the budget 
message summary.

The schedule for the 2012 board 
meetings was approved by the board. All 
meetings will be held at 6:30 p.m. at 166 
Second St. in Monument. Meeting dates 
are: Jan. 25, Feb. 22, March 28, April 25, 

May 23, June 27, July 25, Aug. 22, Sept. 
26, Oct. 24, Nov. 14, and Dec. 5.

District Training Officer Mike Ke-
ough read the training summary into the 
record. He reported that fire personnel 
had accumulated 358 total training hours 
in November. Of that total, 168.5 were 
Fire/All Hazard Specific, 177.5 were EMS 
Specific and 12 were Physical Fitness 
related.

Branches obstruct firefighters
Board members discussed damage to a 
piece of firefighting equipment due to con-
tact with branches that obstructed a right 
of way. The district might consider recov-
ering damages from property owners who 
allow tree branches to obstruct emergency 
vehicle passage and cause damage to the 
vehicles. Specifications for distances, 
heights, to prevent vehicle damage may be 
obtained from the district administration 
office at 719-484-0911.

**********
The next Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District board meeting will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 25, at the 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection Dis-
trict Administration Center at 166 Second 
St. in Monument. For further information 
regarding this meeting, contact Fire Dis-
trict Office Manager Jennifer Martin at 
719-484-0911.

Bernard Minetti may be contacted at 
bernardminetti@ocn.me.
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Buy One Get One FREE�Cup O� Joe
225 North Gate Blvd. � I-25 Exit 156A � (719) 646-1063 

Have a Blessed and Prosperous 2012 from Coffee on the Go... 
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By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict Board of Education dis-
cussed several important initia-
tives, including the homeschool 
enrichment program, at its Dec. 
15 meeting.

Director of Assessment, 
Technology and Gifted Educa-
tion Lori Benton and Prairie 
Winds Elementary School 
Principal Aileen Finnegan gave 
a presentation on the progress 
toward a homeschool enrichment 
academy beginning in fall 2012.

Benton reported that they 
have been working with As-
sistant Superintendent Cheryl 
Wangeman, Superintendent 
John Borman, and Community 
Schools Director Maria Capp to 
determine the feasibility of such 
a project.

Many steps have been taken 
toward this end:
• Parents have been surveyed 

and home school organiza-
tions have been contacted.

• Grace Best has been chosen 
as the location for the acad-
emy.

• Subjects included will be 
art, music, physical fitness, 
and creative writing. In 
addition, there will be ex-
periential learning through 
classroom simulations and 
problem-solving exercises.

• The program will be offered 

to children in grades K-6 
from any district, 8 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. one day a week 
beginning after Labor Day.

• The focus of the program 
will be to honor the choice to 
homeschool while offering 
enrichment and teamwork.

• Information meetings will 
begin Jan. 18.

• A brochure has been pre-
pared.

Board member Gail Wilson 
urged that the program be capi-
talized appropriately and that 
enrollment targets should be 
determined. Borman said that no 
hiring of teachers will be done 
until a predetermined number 
of registrations are received. All 
teachers will be licensed.

Reporting procedures 
involving student welfare
Board member Mark Pfoff took 
the lead in investigating methods 
of reporting incidents involving 
student welfare and said that 
there are well-defined legal pro-
cedures and mandatory reporters 
of suspected abuse.

Director of Personnel and 
Student Services Bob Foster and 
the district’s School Resource 
Officer are pivotal. Foster said 
all licensed and classified staff 
of the district are mandatory 
reporters and are required to 
contact the Department of Hu-

man Services in most cases. 
All members of the faculty are 
trained in recognizing signs of 
trouble.

The district conducts no 
investigations, but brings in a 
third party. The School Resource 
Officer provides advice on the 
process.

A core value of the district 
is to provide a safe environment 
for the students. Foster said that 
the Safe2Tell system, allowing 
students to anonymously report 

suspicious activity, has been a 
valuable resource.

All staff and volunteers 
undergo a background check, 
and the district receives daily up-
dates from authorities regarding 
any legal involvement by staff 
members.

Transportation fees 
Transportation Department 
Manager Robin Mossman pre-
sented information on the pos-
sibility of instituting fees for bus 
transportation to offset the pos-
sible $1.2 million to $1.5 million 

Thinking of selling? Our low �Flat Fee� program has 
saved El Paso county sellers thousands of dollars vs. 
traditional real estate commissions. Think about it, you 
can get the professional services of a REALTORTM

while preserving more of your home�s equity. 
             We...
� Provide top-notch  

marketing for your home. 
� Negotiate and handle the  

entire transaction like any 
traditional broker. 

             You...
� Save thousands in commissions. 
� Preserve the equity in your home. 

251 Front Street, Historic Downtown Monument

(719) 487-1647 
(719) 243-1066 

Happy 
New 
Year! 
We are starting out the 
new year with a new 

shipment of antiques and 
collectibles. Stop by and 

enjoy a bit of history! 

Lewis-Palmer District 38 Board of Education, Dec. 15

Board hears update of homeschool enrichment program 
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in cuts in the district’s 2012-2013 budget.

Mossman reported that 40 districts in the state are 
considering the idea and all districts adjacent to District 
38 have begun to charge a fee or plan to charge one next 
year.

After consulting with officials in other districts, 
Mossman learned that ridership initially declines by 15 
to 25 percent, but most return after a few months. Many 
methods used by other districts to consolidate bus stops 
are impractical in a district that encompasses a large area, 
such as District 38.

The Colorado Department of Education requires that 
a district hold at least one public meeting before institut-
ing such a program.

Mossman suggested that a committee including 
members of the District Accountability Advisory Com-
mittee (DAAC), the school resource officer, a member of 
the Board of Education, parents, and students should be 
formed to discuss and study the matter.

Mossman further reported that other districts suggest 
that District 38 predetermine the collection process for 
the fee and consider the additional cost to administer the 
program. The district also must expect increased traffic 
around schools and increased expectations on the part of 
parents if they are paying for the service.

The suggested fee is 50 cents per ride, collected 
through the use of a swipe card. Parents would place a 
predetermined deposit onto the card at the beginning of 
the year.

Wilson urged that the district let the public know that 
doing a study on the proposal does not mean it will be 
approved. 

Board President Jeff Ferguson said that if a fee were 
charged for bus transportation to and from school, it 
should also be charged for bus transportation to sports 
and other activities.

The board asked that the study begin.
Open enrollment and marketing report

Community Relations Manager Robin Adair gave a 
presentation on the district’s marketing plan, including 
print and television advertising. For details on the report, 
please see the article on the DAAC meeting below on this 
page.

Special education update
Director of Exceptional Student Services Mary Anne 
Fleury gave a report on developments in her department. 
For details on her report, please see the article on the 
Special Education Advisory Committee meeting on the 
facing page.

Adopt D-38 update
Georgina Gittins, Adopt38 chairperson, reported that 
the program has raised $23,000 since its inception a year 
ago.

All eight schools in the district are now involved, 
offering parents and the community the opportunity to 
adopt a classroom, a grade, a school, or the entire district 
for predetermined donations. Names of the donors are 
posted in the schools that benefit from the donations. The 
program is publicized through school newsletters, meet-
ings, and word-of-mouth.

Gittins said that people like the fact that donations 
are tax-deductible and may now be made online by credit 
card.

Superintendent evaluation
Ferguson said that the board is continuing to refine the 

evaluation process for the superintendent of schools. The 
board has quarterly meetings with the superintendent to 
discuss goals and progress.

Ferguson said that he wants to approve the process 
at the board’s January meeting after ensuring that it is 
consistent with Borman’s contract.

State law requires that a portion of the evaluation is 
made available to the public.

State budget update
Wangeman reported that the district has been notified 
that it will lose $90,000 from this year’s budget and that 
projections for next year involve cuts of $1.2 million to 
$1.5 million, including the additional funds needed to 
support the Public Employees Retirement Association 
and retirement.

Wilson commented that a judge’s ruling on the Lo-
bato vs. the state of Colorado case that funding for edu-
cation is unacceptable will probably have no effect until 
after appeals.

Pfoff commented that the fact that a judge made such 
a ruling should aid the cause of increased funding.

Superintendent’s update
Borman reported that the district has been named to the 
AP Honor Roll recognizing expanded offerings in ad-
vanced placement classes and an increase in the number 
of students participating. He praised the teachers of these 
classes. 

D-38 is the only district in the state to receive this 
honor for two years in a row, and one of only two in the 
state to receive it this year.

Borman said that the district recently underwent an 
audit of its emergency and crisis management plans and 
was told that it has an excellent overall plan. D-38 is the 
smallest district in the state to attempt such a plan.

Presentations and recognitions
Gail Ostergren’s second-grade students from Kilmer 
Elementary presented a musical program and a reading 
before the board and proud parents.

Four district students were selected as Mayor’s 100 
Teens for 2011-12. This honor recognizes those who are 
committed to serving others, have overcome adversity or 
unique obstacles in life to achieve significant goals, and 
are role models for their peers. Those honored are Morgan 
Luce, junior at Palmer Ridge; Madeline Bisland, junior at 
Lewis-Palmer High School; Jessica Hedgpeth, junior at 
Lewis-Palmer High School, and Yegor Svetlakov, a senior 
at Lewis-Palmer High School.

The students were congratulated by the board and 
received a card of congratulations.

Lewis-Palmer Middle School Principal Caryn Col-
lette introduced LPTV students Hannah Filer, Cori Hold-
en and Madi Stone, who showed a video they produced 
about their school.

Collette introduced teacher Bill Kissell and recog-
nized him for his contributions to the district since 2000. 
He is in the U.S. Navy and will be deploying to Afghani-
stan in the spring. Collette presented him with a token 
from the district while she and the board thanked him for 
his service.

The board approved a consent agenda of routine 
items such as minutes of previous meetings, approval of 
late start or school closures, retirements, lists of substi-
tutes, and other matters.

**********
The Board of Education of the Lewis-Palmer School 
District meets on the third Thursday of each month in the 
district’s learning center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. 
The next meeting will be at 6 p.m. on Jan.19.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

By Harriet Halbig
Prairie Winds Elementary School Principal Aileen 
Finnegan provided a school status report to the Lewis-
Palmer School District 38 District Accountability Advi-
sory Committee (DAAC) on Dec. 13. 

Finnegan said Prairie Winds has 364 students and 
has received the John Irwin Award of Excellence for two 
years in a row. The award is presented to schools rated in 
the top 8 percent for achievement in the state. 

Finnegan reported that growth in the school’s popu-
lation is above projections. There are two sections of each 
grade except for first grade. Gifted-talented students 
comprise 13 per cent of the student body and special-
education students comprise 10 percent. The preschool 
is at capacity.

Prairie Winds offers a center-based program for chil-
dren on the autism spectrum.

Many enrichment programs are available, includ-
ing Spanish, math clubs, science enrichment, forensics, 
sports and choir, Finnegan said. The sixth grade has an 
area to itself within the building.

The school has emphasized improvement in writing 
for the past four years. Next year, emphasis will shift to 
reading, she said. The goal is for all students to demon-
strate a proficiency of 90 percent or higher in all core 
categories. To achieve this, the school is introducing new 
interventions in reading, especially for the disabled.

Finnegan said the school features a responsive 
classroom model in which social aspects of the school 
are as important as academic aspects, and students feel 
safe, recognized and known by their peers and the staff 
through the use of daily morning meetings.

District marketing program
Community Relations Manager Robin Adair spoke to the 
committee about the district’s marketing efforts. She said 
that the program is based on three major goals:
• Communicate information about the district and its 

achievements.
• Strengthen relationships with various target audienc-

es (parents, residents without children, homeschool-
ers, etc.).

• Establish a brand identification as a small district 
with great achievement.

Adair said that the district sends weekly feature articles to 
various area media and offers news to those in the district 
through the district’s website, Facebook, and Twitter.

The district spends $22,000 annually on print adver-
tising and has created two 30-second television ads that 

Above: Mayor’s 100 honorees are, from left, Yegor 
Svetlakov, Jessica Hedgpeth, Madeline Bisland, and 
Morgan Luce. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Above: Kilmer Elementary School second-graders who performed were, left to right, Justin Squibb, Gary 
Cameron, Gerardo Ochoa, DJ Huff, Kaytlin Church, Aspen Barber, Jocelyn Heer, Lexi Hunt, JJ LaBandt, 
Paige Bolander, Seth Jimenez, Luke Ferrante, Logan Miles, Sam Sutton, Ryan Smith, (name withheld), and 
Mason Huckstep. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

District Accountability Advisory Committee, Dec. 13

Prairie Winds Elementary principal gives update on school 
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By Harriet Halbig
The District 38 Special Education Advisory Committee 
(SEAC) received a report on the state of the district from 
Superintendent John Borman at its Dec. 14 meeting.

Borman reported that the district has continued to 
receive many awards, including Accreditation with Dis-
tinction (one of 18 districts in the state) and a place in 
the Advanced Placement Honor Roll for expanding Ad-
vanced Placement offerings and increasing the number of 
students participating in such classes. District 38 is one of 
two districts in the state to be so recognized.

He said that the state budget remains the biggest 
challenge for the district. Gov. John Hickenlooper re-
cently said that the K-12 budget for 2012-13 may need 
to be cut by an additional $89 million. Borman said that 
this would require cuts of $1.2 million to $1.5 million in 
District 38.

Borman stressed that the public must be made aware 
that the district cannot maintain its performance level 
indefinitely with continued cuts. In addition, he is con-
cerned about the fact that the district has limited its main-
tenance of capital assets to protect classrooms from the 
effect of cuts. The district has not purchased any buses for 
three years and the condition of many parking lots is dete-
riorating. Investment in technology has also declined.

Borman said that he would like to restore some of the 
reading and math interventions that were cut a few years 
ago. At the same time those cuts were made, the at-risk 
population in the district was growing.

The district is planning to increase its marketing 
efforts to maintain and increase enrollment. In addition, 
a homeschool enrichment program is being prepared to 
begin in fall 2012.

Special education status report
Director of Exceptional Student Services Mary Anne 
Fleury reported that for the first time since 2006, District 
38 now meets requirements in all categories regarding ap-

propriateness of assessments, timely reporting, and accu-
rate reporting of progress. These were the result of a visit 
of a team from the Continuous Improvement Monitoring 
Process in early December.

Fleury said that the team said that the main section 
of the district’s IEPs (individual education plans) was the 
best in the state and the Colorado Department of Educa-
tion was impressed after hearing of the team’s observa-
tions.

Fleury was selected to be part of a new initiative, 
Special Education Reinvented, that will look at the quali-
fications of special-education teachers. Colorado is the 
only state to undertake such a program, which involves 
several nationally known authorities in the field.

Nutrition program
SEAC Chair Suzanne Faber gave a presentation on nu-
trition and its influences on attention span and general 
health. Faber is a teacher in the field of nutrition, health, 
and wellness.

She said that authorities now believe that today’s 
children will suffer from more chronic degenerative dis-
eases due to poor eating habits than from alcohol, drugs, 
and cigarettes combined.

She stressed that children should not consume pro-
cessed foods, but eat a balanced diet of fruits and vegeta-
bles and low-fat protein. Children should ideally choose 
water as their drink of choice and avoid soft drinks and 
flavored or colored beverages.

Faber said children do not require a low-fat diet, 
but parents should ensure that the fats they consume are 
healthy ones, such as those from avocadoes, almonds, 
flax, and fatty fish such as salmon.

Fried and greasy foods and white foods such as 
pasta, rice and white bread should be avoided, as should 
artificial sweetener because it can increase cravings for 

carbohydrates.
**********

The next meeting of the Special Education Advisory 
Committee will be at 6:30 p.m. on Jan.18 in the district’s 
learning center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

will be broadcast during the open enrollment period of 
December through February. The district also is men-
tioned in military and corporate relocation guides, the 
Tri-Lakes phone book, Pikes Peak Parent magazine, and 
CS Kids.

The district reaches out to the community through 
key communicators: the Chamber of Commerce, Wel-
come Wagon, Tri-Lakes Pastors, the Senior Alliance, 
homeschoolers and new employers to the area. Represen-
tatives also attend military education fairs and the Pikes 
Peak Education Fair sponsored by The Gazette.

A number of publications are available on request, 
including information packets and a guide to the district. 
Production of a short video about each school is under-
way.

Legislative update
Board of Education Liaison Gail Wilson reported that she 
had attended the Colorado Association of School Boards 
meeting the previous weekend. Gov. John Hickenlooper 
said that it appeared that $89 million would need to be cut 
from K-12 education in the 2012-13 budget. He said that 
since the electorate had not supported Proposition 103 on 

the November ballot, raising taxes to support education 
was not being considered.

Wilson said that the new commissioner on the state 
Board of Education said that if we wish to continue to 
see high performance among our schools, we must stress 
children’s issues rather than adult issues in all of our deci-
sions. This is the approach taken by the District 38 board. 
The Board of Education should be viewed as a commu-
nity communication channel and must be up-to-date on 
activities of the state board, she said.

School Improvement Plan template
Director of Assessment, Gifted Education, and Technol-
ogy Lori Benton explained a new template for use by the 
Colorado Department of Education to track performance 
of schools. The use of this template rates the performance 
of a school as it exceeds, meets, or approaches standards, 
or needs improvement.

The use of the template also enables principals to 
clearly describe measures used to improve achievement 
where necessary.

Interested persons may view district or individual 
school reports at schoolview.org.

Committee for Political 
Achievement update

Committee for Political Achievement (CPA) Chair Cori 
Tanner reported that a judge had ruled the previous week 
in the case of Lobato vs. the State of Colorado, a lawsuit 
filed in 2005, saying that present school funding rates are 
not in compliance with the state constitution in that they 
do not establish and maintain a thorough and uniform 
system of public schools.

Despite this action, it is unlikely that anything will 
change soon because the case is expected to go to the state 
Supreme Court.

DAAC Chair Steve Braun closed the meeting by 
saying that he seeks a new chairperson for next year and 
encouraged those interested in the position to send him 
an email.

**********
The District Accountability Advisory Committee’s next 
meeting will be at 7 p.m. on Jan. 17 in the district’s learn-
ing center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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Community.
Shop 

Tri-Lakes!

Special Education Advisory Committee, Dec. 14

District receives awards but budget 
remains biggest challenge
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By Bill Kappel
December was a “sandwich” month, where quiet and dry 
conditions were book ended with snow and cold. Tem-
peratures for the month averaged well below normal, as 
abundant snow pack and plenty of clear nights allowed 

temperatures to stay on the cold side even when the sun 
was shining. The two periods of snowy weather also pro-
duced above-normal precipitation for the month, a nice 
way to end an otherwise dry year.

After nearly an entire month of dry weather in No-
vember, the pattern changed dramatically during the 
first week of December. This opened the door for several 
surges of cold air to overtake the region during the first 
few days of the month. Each surge of cold air brought 
with it light snowfall and brief gusty winds. 

Temperatures failed to reach above freezing on the 
1st, with light snow and blowing snow most of the day. 
Most of us picked up 2 to 4 inches from this first event. 
Sunny skies returned for most of the 2nd as we saw a 
brief break before the next surge of cold air arrived. Tem-
peratures were even colder with this next surge, as highs 
barely reach 20 degrees F on the 3rd and 4th, with another 
3 to 6 inches of snow falling. 

Low temperatures came close to zero on the morning 
of the 4th, but this felt warm compared to the next few 
mornings. The final surge of Arctic air, the coldest yet, 
moved in late on the 4th and continued to reinforce itself 
over the area. Another 3 to 5 inches of snow accumulated 
with this last surge of cold air. Temperatures continued 
to tumble during the 5th, not even reaching the teens for 
highs and dropping to well below zero by midnight. By 
the morning of the 6th, many of the colder (i.e., low-lying 
spots) around the region were minus15 to minus 20 F.

Much like November, after a flurry of activity to start 
the month, the next couple of weeks saw quiet and dry 
conditions. This doesn’t mean it was warm, but we didn’t 
see any storms come through from the 6th through the 
18th. The clear skies, cold air mass, and fresh snow led to 
some very cold air on the 6th, as highs only reached into 
the 20s that afternoon. Temperatures did finally break 
above the freezing mark the next afternoon, although 
only briefly. 

This broke a streak of about 41⁄2 days of below-freez-
ing temperatures that started just before 4 p.m. on the 
2nd. That’s a fairly long streak for us, because we nor-
mally see changing air masses affecting the region every 
few days, which allows temperatures to bounce around 
quite a bit, but not this time. Temperatures cooled back 
down the next couple of days, again staying below freez-
ing from the afternoon of the 7th through the afternoon 
of the 10th. 

Highs managed to reach into the low to mid-40s on 
a couple of afternoons from the 11th through the 14th 
before another dry cold front dropped highs back to the 

low 30s on the 15th. Above average temperatures made 
an appearance for the first time in the month on the 17th 
and 18th, as highs reached into the low and mid-50s. This 
was associated with southwesterly flow ahead of a storm 
system moving out of the desert Southwest.

Winter returned with a vengeance during the third 
week of the month after two weeks of dry weather, as a 
series of storm systems brought much needed snow and 
plenty of cold air just in time for Christmas. The first 
storm was a standard upslope event as high pressure built 
in behind a cold front that moved through just after mid-
night on the 19th. This combined with moisture moving 
over the region from the south as low pressure moved out 
of the desert Southwest and through New Mexico into 
Kansas. 

Most of us received 3 to 5 inches of new snow with 
this system on the 19th to early on the 20th. High tem-
peratures were reached just after midnight, hitting the 

By Harriet Halbig
The Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Di-
rectors discussed plans for its annual meeting and elec-
tion to finish the 2011 year.

Vice President Jim Hale said that four candidates 
declared for the three open positions on the board. The 
terms of President Chuck Maher, Secretary Craig Gay-
dos, and Director of Forestry Jim Woodman expire in 
January 2012. The annual meeting of the association will 
be held at Lewis-Palmer Middle School on Monday, Jan. 
30. If schools are closed due to weather, the meeting will 
be held in the Barn.

The reorganization meeting will be held on Feb. 1 at 
7 p.m. in the Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Drive.

Hale reported that the ballots and other documents 
are ready to print and will be mailed shortly after the first 
of the year.

Open garage doors are an issue
Woodmoor Public Safety (WPS) Chief Kevin Nielsen 
reported that November was a busy month for his crew, 
with many vacation checks done during the absence of 
residents during the Thanksgiving holiday weekend. In 
addition, WPS received 115 service calls, many of them 
involving open garage doors, especially in the Woodmoor 
Park area of the community.

The president of the Woodmoor Park Homeowners 
Association has asked that WPS enter the garage and 
close the door if the owner cannot be reached, but Nielsen 
said that could be seen as trespassing and he declined to 

be responsible for possible entry into the house through 
the garage. He expressed concern that open garage doors 
during very cold weather could lead to frozen pipes, 
which could damage more than one property.

Maher suggested that the Woodmoor Park board 
should pass a resolution to allow entry by WPS.

WIA office manager Matt Beseau reported that dues 
statements had been mailed the previous week and that 
many have been returned.

He also reported that Century Link (formerly Qwest) 
had contacted him about laying underground cable near 
the Wild Duck Pond common area. Hale and Maher said 
that the company must appear before the board with maps 
and plans before approval. Woodman was concerned that 
Century Link would not leave the area in the condition in 
which it found it.

More bids sought for recordkeeping
Beseau said that he continues to seek bids for the scan-
ning and maintenance of association records. The initial 
bid was for an $8,000 startup cost and $700 annually 
thereafter. He said that the new system should be suf-
ficient for about 30 years of records.

Architectural Control Director Anne Stevens-Goun-
tanis reported that her committee had received a letter 
complaining of the lighting around the modular units on 
the north side of Monument Academy. The principal of 
the school has agreed to plant trees in the spring to screen 
Woodmoor residents from the lights.

Stevens-Gountanis also reported that her committee 

is rewriting the architectural control manual and hopes to 
complete it before the annual meeting.

She has also agreed to serve on the Board of Direc-
tors of NEPCO, an organization of homeowners associa-
tions in northern El Paso County.

Maher said that he thought the board had previously 
passed a resolution restricting board members from serv-
ing on the board of any other related organization and 
asked Beseau to research the resolution.

Common Area Director W. Lee Murray reported 
that the roof of the Barn leaked after a snow on Dec. 10, 
damaging the wood floors beneath it. The roof is repaired 
and he is seeking bids on replacing warped boards in the 
floor.

Secretary Craig Gaydos reported that members have 
been submitting votes on the governing documents in 
response to information in the latest newsletter. Beseau 
said that office staff asks members if they have voted as 
they enter the office. Maher asked that Beseau ensure that 
members who are selling their property vote before com-
pleting the transaction.

**********
The Board of Directors of the Woodmoor Improvement 
Association meets at 7 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month at the association’s Barn, 1691 Woodmoor 
Drive, Monument. The next meeting will be held on Jan. 
25.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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Can�t get to the ocean?
We will bring it to you! 
After-school Marine Science 
Club: Get wet, hands-on, 
standards-based FUN! Four-
week club for grades 1-6 at 
D38 schools. Coming to LPES and Kilmer this Jan.

Please see www.travelingsea.com for more 
information, dates, and to register. 

travelingsea@gmail.com.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, Dec. 21

Board finalizes plans for annual meeting, reorganization

December Weather Wrap

Above: After more that 10” inches of fell on 
the Tri-Lakes area on Dec. 22, sledders of all 
ages descended upon the hill by Antelope Trials 
Elementary School for an afternoon of spills and 
chills. Photo by David Futey.
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Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even when the letter writer is an OCN volunteer.  For let-
ter guidelines, see page 35.

Tri-Lakes thanked for kettle donations
The generosity of the Tri-Lakes community set a new 
record, with $40,724 in funds collected by the Monument 
Hill Kiwanis 2011 Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign 
at Safeway, King Soopers, and Walmart. Monument Hill 
Kiwanis and the Salvation Army thank all of you for your 
donations. One hundred percent of the monies contrib-
uted to the kettles will be given to the Salvation Army in 
El Paso County. 

The 30 days of bell ringing were provided by Monu-
ment Hill Kiwanis club members, Lewis-Palmer School 
District 38 Kiwanis Key Clubs, Builders Clubs, and local 
Cub and Boy Scout troops. 

Again, thank you!
Mike Wicklund
Chairman, Monument Hill Kiwanis Salvation Army Red 
Kettle Campaign

Thank you to a Good Samaritan
Most people were buying presents over the holidays; my 
best present was the presence of a Good Samaritan. 

I was making holiday home visits to pets on Thurs-
day, Dec. 22, as the storm wrapped up. Because drive-
ways had a foot on snow on them, I tried to park in front 
of homes till I could shovel space on the driveway to park. 
However, when I pulled off the street in front of a home 
up in the Red Rocks Ranch area, I did not realize it was a 
ditch—full of snow, of course. My car and I just slid and 
sank deep down. 

I was so scared and cold, and it was almost dark. 
AAA did not reply to my call, so I knocked on a couple 
doors at homes. No one answered. 

Finally, about to break down in tears, I waved down 
a gentleman in a truck. His name was Jerry (I think), and 
he truly was a gift on a cold starry night! He was able to 
hook up a cable and pull me right out. I was so very very 
grateful. I think he lives in the area of Spruce Road and 
Sandstone in Red Rocks Ranch. 

Please, if anyone knows him, tell him and his family 
how appreciative I am. And so were all the other pooches 
and kitties that were waiting for me!
Dayna Carnival
Owner, Carnival Cat & Canine Care

Awards tell real story in D-38
I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year! As we get back into our everyday routines, I would 
like to thank our teachers and staff. District 38 is in the 
middle of another great school year thanks to them. All of 
the numerous awards and recognition we have received 
are because of their dedicated work. 

Here are just a few:
• “Accredited with Distinction”: the highest ranking 

awarded by the Colorado Department of Education. 
Only 18 school districts out of 178 achieved this 
ranking! This is our third year in a row.

• All of our CSAP scores were in the top six in the 

state. Most were first, second, or third! 
• Lewis-Palmer is the only district in the state to be 

honored by the College Board with a placement on 
its Advanced Placement (AP) Achievement List two 
years in a row! This award is given to the top 2 per-
cent of school districts in the country.

• Five of D-38’s schools received the John Irwin 
Schools of Excellence Award demonstrating high 
academic achievement and growth.

These awards are not given by special interest groups/
websites with agendas; they are awarded by state and 
national organizations based on performance. So, with all 
of these awards, why are the same few people still trying 
to discredit our school district by continuing to spread 
less than accurate information? Maybe it’s not about per-
formance but rather personalities? Every time we receive 
another award or recognition, they write another letter 
trying to discredit or minimize it. Why do they get upset 
when we succeed? What is their real agenda? It’s not stu-
dent achievement that’s for sure!

I usually just ignore their rhetoric, but it is important 
our community knows how great our school district is do-
ing because of our dedicated teachers and staff.
Mark Pfoff
Parent and D-38 board member

District 38 lacks necessary leadership
Over the last decade, Colorado schools have been judged 
by CSAP scores published by the Colorado Department 
of Education (CDE). Per the Denver Post, 112 of the 181 
school districts are accredited or accredited with distinc-
tion. What does this really mean to consumers of educa-
tion? 

Coloradoschoolgrades.com is a coalition of 18 orga-
nizations that has developed a system to grade schools 
that includes CSAP scores, student academic growth, ca-
reer readiness, and three-year trends. Individual schools 
are rated A through F and are ranked based on the meth-
odology described on its website. 

Cheyenne Mountain D-12, Academy D-20, and 
Lewis Palmer D-38 are all accredited with distinction 

according to CDE. Of the 364 high schools, the Colorado 
School Grades’ website ranks the Classical Academy (in 
D-20) at the top, Cheyenne Mountain (D-12) at 15th, Pine 
Creek (D-20) at 28th, Lewis-Palmer (D-38) at 43rd, and 
Palmer Ridge (D-38) at 117th. 

What factors may be contributing to D-38 high 
schools’ much lower rankings? Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict has hardworking, competent teachers, but lacks the 
leadership necessary to create the atmosphere required to 
improve school morale and reduce high staff turnover. 
Our current board has stated that the recent election con-
firms its commitment to business as usual. 

In an increasingly competitive market for students 
and teachers, will the Colorado School Grades’ report 
mean that the D-38 administration will continue to rest 
on its laurels, or will this serve as a wake-up call for a 
thorough reassessment of policy and practice? There must 
be more to the story than just CSAP scores and district 
accreditation.
Stephen Boyd

D-38 criticism challenged
This short letter is in response to another negative com-
mentary about Lewis-Palmer School District 38, compar-
ing the size of Cheyenne Mountain’s central administra-

low 30s. The largest amount of snow fell in Southern 
Colorado and the Southeast Plains from the Arkansas 
River down through New Mexico and southern Kansas, 
where blizzard conditions piled up over 20 inches of 
snow and resulted in some loss of life. There was only a 
brief break before the next storm rolled through from the 
late afternoon of the 21st through the 22nd. This storm 
combined with an Arctic air mass to produce widespread 
heavy snow across most of Colorado. Most of us picked 
up a nice 10 to 16 inches of new snow, making this our 
first double-digit snowfall from a single storm since April 
23-24, 2010—quite a long drought between big snowfalls 
for us. 

The snow and cold held temperatures below normal 
for the period, with highs barely reaching the low 20s on 
the 22nd and mid-20s on the 23rd. Temperatures also 
started off well below zero, with the fresh snow, clear 
skies, and longest nights of the year. Temperatures mod-
erated slowly through the Christmas weekend, reaching 
into the mid-30s on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, 
still slightly below normal. And with the abundant snow 
on the ground, the Colorado blue skies made for a spec-

tacular Christmas weekend. 
The year ended with moderating temperatures and 

at times gusty winds. High temperatures warmed from 
the low 40s on the 26th to the low 50s on the 30th. Gusty 
winds also accompanied the mild air from the 29th 
through the 31st, with the windiest conditions on the 29th 
as a strong Pacific cold front raced through Colorado. 
Winds gusted as high as 80 mph over the eastern plains 
of Colorado, with gusts over 120 mph in the mountains 
above the treeline. Unfortunately, when cold fronts come 
across Colorado from the west, all the moisture is left in 
the mountains, so we stayed dry with this system.

A look ahead
January sees the coldest average temperatures of the year, 
but precipitation is on the low side, with amounts gener-
ally less than an inch. The month experiences numerous 
sunny and windy days, with quick shots of snow in be-
tween. The last few Januarys have generally been warmer 
than normal, with near normal precipitation and snow. 
January 2006 received more snow than normal, and last 
year it was about average. 

December 2011 Weather Statistics
Average High    35.5° (-2.6°)

100-year return frequency value max 50.5° min 32.6°
Average Low    9.3° (-3.0°)

100-year return frequency value max 22.4° min 5.4°
Highest Temperature   55° on the 18th 
Lowest Temperature  -17° on the 6th 
Monthly Precipitation  1.27”

(+0.21” 17% above normal)
100-year return frequency value max 2.82” min 0.00”

Monthly Snowfall  29.4”
(+10.8”, 37% above normal)

Season to Date Snow   52.1”
(+8.8”, 17% above normal)

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip.  12.90”

(+1.66”, 13% above normal) 
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)

Heating Degree Days  1321 (+92)
Cooling Degree Days  0

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. 
He can be contacted at billkappel@ocn.me.

TREE MAN 
Tree Service & Fire Prevention

We are a local 
professional tree 
service offering 
quality work at 

affordable prices. 

� We do all types of 
tree work any time 
of year: Removal, 
thinning, trimming, 
chipping. 

� Low winter rates 

� Firewood Available

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

YARN SALE! 
Knitters, crocheters, 
weavers come see our 
beautiful alpaca yarn. 
Mention this ad and 
receive $2 OFF each 
skein of yarn. We also 
have socks, sweaters, 
scarves, hats, gloves, 
teddy bears & more. 

Open Saturdays 10-4  
or call for an appointment

Roller Coaster Alpacas 
Country Store

16375 Roller Coaster Road 
�������� or ��������
www.AlpacaNation.com/
rollercoasteralpacas.asp

Letters to Our Community
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By the staff at Covered Treasures
Happy New Year! Now that you’ve spent the holiday 
season taking care of family and friends, maybe it’s time 
to take care of yourself. The following books could help 
you improve your body and spirit, relax, or just enjoy a 
good laugh.

A Profound Mind: 
Cultivating Wisdom in 
Everyday Life
By the Dalai Lama (Ran-
dom House Inc.) $23
For the fi rst time for 
general readers, the 
Dalai Lama presents a 
comprehensive overview 
of the most important 
teachings of Buddhism. 
While he offers a full 
presentation of his key 
philosophical points for 
contemplation, he also 
offers important wisdom 
for those committed to 

bringing about change in the world through developing 
their own spiritual capabilities, whether they are 
Buddhists or not.

What Color Is Your Parachute? 
By Richard N. Bolles (Random House Inc.) $18.99
For 40 years job-hunters and career-changers have been 
turning to this popular book, confi dent that each new 
annual edition will give them the most up-to-date infor-

mation about the job market and how to fi nd meaningful 
work—even in the midst of challenging economic times 
such as these. Bolles describes the fi ve strategies most 
needed to survive, and explains how to incorporate social 
media tools into your job search. With an emphasis on 
fi nding your passion and identifying your best transfer-
able skills, the book gives you the tools, exercises, and 
motivation you need to fi nd hope and fulfi ll your purpose 
in life.

Yes, You Can’t! The Power of Negative Thinking
By Tina McMaster (Peter Pauper Press Inc.) $9.95
Let’s face it, not everyone is destined for greatness, and no 
amount of positive thinking will put the stars within your 
reach. You may think you can, only to fi nd you thought 
wrong. But that’s OK. Facing the dark cloud that is your 
future may help you see the silver lining. This fl ipbook is 
designed for your desk, cube, or anywhere. 

Prime Time: Love, Health, Sex, Fitness, Friendship, 
Spirit 
By Jane Fonda (Random House) $27
Highlighting new research and stories from her own life 
and from the lives of others, Fonda explores how the 
critical years from 45 to 50, and especially from 60 and 
beyond, can be times when we truly become the ener-
getic, loving, fulfi lled people we were meant to be. The 
book invites you to consider how to live a more insight-
ful, healthy, and fully integrated life, a life lived more 
profoundly in touch with yourself, your body, mind, and 
spirit, and your talents, friends, and community. 

Nearing Home: Life, Faith, and Finishing Well
By Billy Graham (Thomas Nelson) $19.99
Scripture is fi lled with examples of men and women 
whom God used late in life, often with great impact—
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Elizabeth, and Anna, to name 
a few. They were ordinary men and women who discov-
ered that the latter years of life can be some of the most 
rewarding and fulfi lling. “For them, growing older wasn’t 
something to be denied or dreaded,” says Graham, “it was 
to be embraced as part of God’s plan for their lives.” He 
also shares how he has learned to deal with grief, uncer-
tainty, and loss by focusing on the promises found in the 
Bible.

Colorado’s Hot Springs
By Deborah Frazier (Pruett) $16.95
If you just feel like relaxing after the hectic holidays, why 
not try one of nature’s own “hot tubs”—idyllic geologic 
wonders people have treasured and enjoyed for centuries? 
Whether seeking a soak in a remote mountain wilderness, 
or in a spa at a small-town resort, warm water devotees 
will fi nd everything they need in this book to enjoy the 
natural embrace of Colorado’s hot springs. 

I Remember Nothing and Other Refl ections
By Nora Ephron (Vintage Books) $14 
To begin 2012 with a good laugh, Ephron’s new book is 
“pure joy.” She takes a hilarious look at the past, the pres-
ent, and the future, bemoaning the vicissitudes of modern 
life and recalling with her signature clarity and wisdom 
everything she hasn’t (yet) forgotten.

Start the New Year right by relaxing, taking stock of 
where you are in life and where you’d like to be, enjoying 
a good book, or just pampering yourself.

Until next month, happy reading.
The staff at Covered Treasures Bookstore can be con-

tacted at books@ocn.me.

tion to Lewis-Palmer’s (“Size of D-38 administration 
questioned,” OCN Letters to Our Community, Dec. 3, 
2011). Although the administration building houses sup-
port personnel that support the entire district, there are 
only fi ve administrators. The names and positions are 
viewable on the district website (www.lewispalmer.org). 

Yes, the voters have spoken and they have reelected 
the incumbents. The district continues to excel despite 
major budgetary cuts. A focus on the positive accomplish-
ments of the students and the district would be a welcome 
change.
Marie Revak

Center’s sale of sign explained
 I am writing to address questions that have arisen from 
the community regarding the Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts’ decision to sell the Kaiser Frazer sign. 

The Board of Directors and the executive director 
have been working tirelessly to rebrand the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts. Doing so would enhance the chances 
of the TLCA continuing to serve Tri-Lakes families long 
into the future. Every opportunity for elevating the exhi-
bitions, concerts, events, and classes, and the upgrading 
of the building itself, has been carefully considered. 

Because of our efforts, we have successfully at-
tracted countless fi rst-time visitors to the TLCA. Many 
visitors did not recognize our facility as an arts center, 
because of the Kaiser Frazer sign. The sign was a source 
of some confusion. It was also in serious need of expen-
sive maintenance, and we simply did not have the funds 
for such. There are some structural problems with the 
building regarding the stucco and the blockware, and the 
weight of the sign was not helping this situation. 

When a Denver collector of automotive signs hap-
pened to drive by the TLCA, he immediately contacted 
us about purchasing the sign. The Board of Directors con-
sidered his offer and then decided to shop the sign to other 
prospective buyers. The sign was advertised for sale, and 

contact was made with various U.S. collectors. The Den-
ver collector was the only one who had the funds for the 
purchase, removal, and transportation of the sign. 

The board unanimously authorized the sale of the 
sign to the Denver buyer. First and foremost, the release 
of the sign reinforced the board’s vision to rebrand the 
TLCA, thereby making it more attractive to prospective 
arts patrons, granting agencies, philanthropists, and ac-
claimed regional and national artists. While the TLCA 
received some needed income from the sale, that was 
never the primary concern, even though contributions 
have declined in recent years in correlation with the col-
lapse of the economy. 

The TLCA is proud of its Palmer Lake heritage, and 
the board will continue every effort to ensure the long-
term success of the center, fully acknowledging its intrin-
sic value to the community. Each and every board mem-
ber would like to wholeheartedly thank the Tri-Lakes 
citizenry for their understanding and ongoing support.
Merrill Austin
President, TLCA Board of Directors

Freedom of speech exercised
I wrote a letter that was printed in the Dec. 3 issue of Our 
Community News (“Alcohol, not marijuana, is the gate-
way drug”) about marijuana and alcohol. It was written 
in response to the shutting down of the medical marijuana 
shop on Highway 105. 

I was recently warned by people in the community 
who read my letter to OCN that it is unacceptable and that 
I should keep such things to myself. I have to ask what is 
going on in this world when a person cannot be who he 
or she is without being sternly warned to watch his or her 
step.

Freedom of speech is under attack in the world today. 
I say to the people that are trying to shut me up “good 
luck,” because as long as I have a voice, I will exercise my 
freedom of speech. I also say if you want to live in a cult, 

go live in one, but this is a community that has variety of 
people and opinions.

People have the right to disagree, but not the right to 
stop people from exercising their freedom of speech.
John D. Wedgewood 

Marijuana’s harmful health effects 
are well-documented 

I am writing in regard to John Wedgewood’s Dec. 3, 2011, 
letter (“Alcohol, not marijuana, is the gateway drug,” Our 
Community News) in which he states, “Marijuana does 
zero percent damage to the human body.” He urges read-
ers to “please do the research. Marijuana is not harmful.” 

I did the research, and Mr. Wedgewood’s opinion is 
not supported by current scientifi c evidence. For example, 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse’s report “Marijuana 
Abuse,” in the September 2010 NIH Publication No. 10-
3859, reported the following health effects of marijuana: 
It impairs short-term memory; impairs attention, judg-
ment, and other cognitive functions; impairs coordina-
tion and balance; increases heart rate; can cause psychotic 
episodes; impairs memory and learning skills; and causes 
sleep impairment. And chronic use increases risk of 
chronic cough and bronchitis. 

Additionally, the U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services’ 2011 marijuana fact sheet states that mari-
juana smoke deposits four times more tar in the lungs and 
contains 60 percent more cancer-causing substances than 
tobacco; and that marijuana raises the risk of injury or 
death from car crashes and other accidents. 

Mr. Wedgewood writes, “People, you need to be bet-
ter educated.” As the above research indicates, scientists 
have clearly demonstrated marijuana’s deleterious health 
effects. Perhaps, Mr. Wedgewood, you should heed your 
own warning and educate yourself!
Shawn O’Toole
Seventh-grade science teacher, The Classical Academy 
■

1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25  
off Highway 105 & Knollwood. 

(719) 487-8660

Spice It Up!
Are you ready to update your look? 

I specialize in the latest razored, 
texturized cuts and color trends 

Arlene Nelson
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Snowplowing
Commercial & Residential. 20 yr. experience 

Call Jeff at Sharpest Cut 491-4811

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Taking care of yourself
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By Janet Sellers
Happy New Year to you! Is January your month of let-
down or a month of new beginnings? I have to admit that 
unless I plan something good for myself, it’s a letdown 
month. From promises of fi tness to writing that novel to 
painting a picture, we all give at least a thought to some-
thing good we’d like to start up.With the auspicious fi rst 
day of the year beginning as a holiday, why not?

Lots of creative classes are available right here in 
our area. We have drawing and painting classes, writing 
classes, sewing classes, beading classes, and ceramics, 
too. Photography, movies, sculpture, and the like are also 
right here in town. For a blissful month of Sundays or 
Tuesdays, or whatever day of the week, you can pop in 
to the class of your choice and immerse yourself in cre-
ative pursuits. Some of the local places also offer one-day 
workshops or art parties and teas, too.

No time to go out, you say? Do you have 10 little 

minutes in a day to support a fresh outlook, perhaps with 
some pro help? For me, 10 minutes at art feels like I just 
opened a window of fresh air, and I don’t notice time at all 
once I get that pencil or brush going. Ten minutes sounds 
really short in time, but remember in school when recess 
was just 10 minutes and we played games and ran around 
like it was an hour of play? I do. We jumped rope, drew 
with chalk, and who knows what else, and then came 
back to the work of school refreshed and ready again for 
schoolwork.

Frankly, we still need recess and recreation to feel 
our best every day. Would you do it on your own now if 
left to your own devices? Likely not if you aren’t doing 

it already! The cool thing about signing up for a creative 
class like art or photography or ceramics is that every-
thing is prepped just for you and all you have to do is 

Art Matters

In 2012, let’s create for ourselves

By Elizabeth Hacker
In January, bird watching on the Palmer Divide becomes 
more limited. If I can’t get out to look for birds, I enjoy 
watching them in our back yard. One bird that doesn’t 
migrate and comes to our house almost every day is the 
Steller’s jay. Many readers have told me it is their favorite 
bird, and this is understandable because it is truly a char-
acter. Like other corvids it is bold, intelligent, inquisitive, 
and noisy. I like the way it gracefully swoops down from 
the canopy and effortlessly glides to a landing. 

Habitat and description
This bird often sits quietly in a tree watching its surround-

ings. It is a bit of a comedian and can imitate sounds such 
as a car or a cat. There are 17 subspecies of Steller’s jays 
that reside in evergreen forests throughout the Rocky 
Mountain region, but I can’t tell the difference without 
a guide. They subsist on pine nuts, other nuts, seeds, and 
insects, but like other jays, they’ll eat eggs and young 
birds. 

It is a large songbird with a charcoal-crested head, 
small white stripes above its eyebrows, and a bright blue 
body. At one time it didn’t share habitat with blue jays but 
as areas develop, both species are often seen together. 

Attracting the Steller’s jay 
The fi rst requirement for attracting a Steller’s jay is to 
reside in their habitat, and in our area that means in the 
ponderosa pines. It isn’t necessary to set out feed but it 
helps. Early each morning my husband sets out a handful 
of peanuts and whistles. I don’t think his whistling is re-
ally necessary because within a few seconds, a Steller’s 
jay will be on our deck picking up a nut. It is picky about 
which nut and will shake several peanuts before fl ying off 
with one. Several Steller’s jays take turns coming to the 
deck and when the last nut is gone, we are scolded! Only 
a few of the nuts are actually eaten. Most are hidden in 
caches, a trait jays use to store food for future use. 

Feeding jays
During the winter we set out black sunfl ower seeds and 
suet blocks for many birds. The Steller’s jay is some-
times attracted to these sources, but generally it prefers 
peanuts. I still remember seeing my fi rst Steller’s jay as 
a teen while traveling with my aunt to see several West-
ern national parks. Neither of us had been west and this 
trip was our big adventure. Along the way we stopped at 
picnic areas, and one day this odd-looking blue bird with 
a crested black head landed on our table as we were eat-
ing lunch. It was not shy about asking for handouts and 
we complied with his demands, which was inappropriate 
because we were in Yellowstone. 

National parks prohibit the feeding of wild birds 
and animals because their goal is to maintain the natural 
ecosystem. When people feed wild animals it changes the 
dynamics, and some species may thrive at the expense of 
others. Also, many animals become reliant on handouts 
in the summer months and then aren’t prepared to fend 
for themselves in harsh winter conditions when people 
aren’t around. 

Backyard feeding isn’t the same as feeding birds pic-
nic table scraps in a national park. Because homes have 
been built in the Steller’s jays habitat, the environment 
has already been altered. Fortunately, this isn’t a problem 
because Steller’s jays are gregarious and do well along-
side humans. If we didn’t feed these jays, they wouldn’t 
have a problem fi nding other food. They do enjoy the 
peanuts Randy sets out, and when we return from a vaca-
tion they follow him around the yard till he complies with 
their demand for more peanuts. 

Nesting
April is the beginning of nesting season, and Randy 
always notices the absence of Steller’s jays for several 
weeks. His peanuts remain on the deck and we don’t hear 
their loud calls. This may indicate that they are nest-
ing near our house because the pair becomes reclusive 
and quiet, especially near their nest. Steller’s jays form 
lifelong pair bonds and work together to build a nest of 
sticks, pine needles, grasses, and moss. The nest is gener-
ally located in the crotch of a big branch near the middle 
of a tall pine tree. 

The female lays two to six eggs and incubates them 
until they hatch in about three weeks. The chicks are born 
featherless and helpless. Both parents tend to the chicks 
until they fl edge in another three weeks. The fl edglings 
stay close to the parents until the end of summer. The 
parents teach fl edglings how to fl y and forage, and other 
survival skills. Juveniles leave the parents in the fall 
to form new territories not far from where they were 
hatched. Steller’s jays move within a region to locate food 
but generally like to stay close to their home base.

The Great Backyard Bird Count
Friday, Feb. 17 is the beginning of The Great Backyard 
Bird Count, a four-day annual event that engages bird-
watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time 
snapshot of where birds are across the nation. Anyone can 
participate, and it takes as little as 15 minutes a day. For 
more information, Google it or go to www.audubon.com. 
We always look forward to the count and have been 
surprised by some of the birds we’ve found in our back 
yard.

Elizabeth Hacker is a writer and artist. Email her at 
elizabethhacker@ocn.me to share bird pictures and 

stories.

Columbine 
Gardens

Chinese Restaurant 

Locally-owned and operated. 
Serving the Tri-Lakes area  

for 21 years!
481 Hwy 105, #201, Monument 

(719) 481-2311     (719) 481-1936 
Mon-Thu 11-9, Fri 11-9:30, Sat. 11:30-9

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Steller’s jay

Above: Drawing of a Steller’s Jay by Elizabeth 
Hacker. A color version is posted at www.ocn.me/
v12n1bird.htm.

Empty Nest� 
Gives me more time for your child! 

Child Care in Loving Home 
� Full-time or Part-time 
� Openings include 1-5 years 
� Clean, Safe, Activity-based 

Call Shelley at 481-9327 or 
Fallonmyrick@ymail.com
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More than 200 
attend St. Peter 
bazaar, Dec. 3

Small Town Christmas, Dec. 3

By David Futey
On a very wintry Dec. 3, the Historic Monument 
Merchants Association sponsored the Small Town 
Christmas. Businesses in the downtown Monument 
area offered arts and crafts demonstrations, refresh-

ments and treats, and holiday specials. There was 
also an opportunity to visit with Santa. 

David Futey can be contacted at dfutey@ocn.me

show up. 
In an art class that you physically go 

out to, somebody has prepared and orga-
nized the creativity plan for you, the space 
to do it, and you can take part in a pursuit 
with immediate results. No doorbells, 
phones, or pesky interruptions to block 
your success. You go, you learn, you make 
things, and since you’ve planned on it, it 
really happens. 

Online classes are a bit different, but 
not too much. Honestly, a locally taught 
online class is optimal if you are just start-
ing out doing a distance-learning skills 
class. 

For one thing, you will get to know 
the instructor, warm up to the activity and 
learn about local events that you can at-

tend. As a class, it also gets you to actually 
do the work and practice independently. It 
is truly a method to start good habits. 
Just because you aren’t physically there 
doesn’t mean the teacher spends less time 
on your education, because all of the usual 
instructional strategies still apply.

Online music and other tele-classes 
that I’ve taken in the past on various sub-
jects (and currently teach in my own field 
of art as well) use both learning strategies: 
The class is scheduled for real-time pre-
sentation, but also taped. You can review 
as much as you like, and use review time 
for additional practice. There’s something 
about being in a live tele-seminar that has 
some energy to it, much more so than just 
a shelf book or video.

To get you moving into your creative 
2012 art selves, here are local venues that 
told me they frequently offer or have on-
going classes: 

In Monument
Bella Art and Frame (painting; 183 
Washington at Second Street), The Bead 
Corner (beading, jewelry, mixed media; 
251 Front St.), Crafty Laine, (sewing, 
mixed media; 273 Washington St.), and 
Heritage Art Studio (18725 Monument 
Hill Rd.). 

In Palmer Lake
 Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (ceram-
ics, drawing, painting, etc.; 304 Highway 
105, Palmer Lake)

Online
For local classes to take online, I found 
mixed-media art classes and fiber arts 
at www.TextileEvolution.com with Liz 
Kettle (also offers classes at a studio site); 
classes in various media with guest artists 
and staff at the Monument School of Fine 
Arts (also at a local studio site). 

No resolutions, no excuses! Just get 
going with our local art teachers and get 
your art habit in motion this month. Best 
investment you can make to re-create 
yourself this year! 
Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter 
and sculptor who works in paint, metal 

and, most recently, concrete. Sellers lives 
in Woodmoor, Colorado. She can be 
reached at JanetSellers@OCN.me.

Snapshots of Our Community 

By Harriet Halbig
St. Peter Catholic School hosted its first boutique and ba-
zaar during the Small Town Christmas celebration Dec. 
3. Sixty-one vendors participated, filling the gym and a 
hallway. More than 200 people attended.

Raffle prizes included many imaginative themed gift 
baskets including bath and beauty products, LEGOs, fam-
ily fun night supplies, coffee and teas, and various gift 
cards. Proceeds from the raffle will support the purchase 
of a scanning system for the school’s library.

Pictured: Top right: From left, Publicity Chair Katie 
Morse and daughters Charlotte and Emmie were in 
charge of the raffle for a morning shift. Bottom right: 
Marcelline Cerato offered quilt-related items for sale. 
Photos by Harriet Halbig.

Monument School of Fine Arts 

Local and Online Art and Movie 
Classes, Camps, Events & Art Parties

Call Janet Sellers at  
(719) 357-7454 

www.JanetSellers.com

QUALITY AUTO REPAIR
SUBARU • HONDA • TOYOTA

and other ASIAN imports
Call today: 488-6729

707 County Line Rd., Palmer Lake
Mon-Fri. 7:30 - 5:30

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 1/31/12

Left: At Covered Treasures 
Bookstore, author Barbara Tyner 
entertained visitors with stories 
of Badger, her border collie. 
Tyner has written children’s 
books that describe life on her 
farm through the eyes of Badger. 
Tyner co-authors the books with 
daughter Laura Johnston. Right: 
Santa (Nick Primavera) and 
Ms. Claus (Claudia Whitney) 
greeted children at La Casa 
Fiesta. Santa’s helpers, at rear, 
were Lewis-Palmer High School 
students Katherine Schweizer, 
left, and Cameron Ferrarini. Bear 
Creek Elementary students Ava, 
left, and Sophia Zallar make 
Christmas wishes. Photos by 
David Futey
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The Gift of Christmas concert, Dec. 9-11

By Candice Hitt
More than 40 vendors from all over 
Colorado participated in the sixth annual 
North Pole Arts and Craft Fair at Grace 
Best School on Dec. 3 and 4, sponsored by 
the Monument Hill Kiwanis. Admission 

was nonperishable canned and dry items 
to benefit Tri-Lakes Cares. 

The vendors provided a variety of 
crafts and edible goodies for purchase at 
their booths. The craft show has been a 
good source for raising money for local 

charities. Usually 300 to 400 people at-
tend the event, and the number continues 
to grow each year.

Students from the Palmer Ridge and 
Lewis-Palmer High School Key Clubs 
volunteered help taking nonperishable 

goods and $5 donations for the Gift Tree 
to benefit local nonprofits. Santa visited 
both days.

Candice Hitt can be reached at 
candicehitt@ocn.me.

North Pole Craft Fair benefits Tri-Lakes Cares, Dec. 3-4 

Left: North Pole Craft Fair attendees. Center (L to R): Palmer Ridge Key Club student 
volunteers Ellen Bonneau, left, and Teagen Sullivan take nonperishable donations. Right: 
(L to R):  Palmer Ridge Key Club student volunteers Doug Jacob and Ashley Hazelwood 
and  take donations for the Gift Tree to benefit local nonprofits. Photos by Candice Hitt.

Singer and photographer combine for artistic evening 

By David Futey
On Dec. 10, landscape photographer John 
Fielder and “Zen Cowboy” Chuck Pyle 
brought a captivating visual and musical 
performance to the Tri-Lakes Center for 
the Arts (TLCA) stage. Fielder’s stun-
ning photographs provided the visual 
experience while Pyle’s songs added the 

soundtrack. 
In the presentation, Pyle and Fielder 

express their deep appreciation for Colo-
rado and for preserving its natural beauty. 
Fielder described his project, 20 Years 
of Great Outdoors Colorado and Our 
County Open Spaces, with some of the 
project’s photos previewed at this TLCA 

performance. 
The focus of the project is to inform 

the public on how a portion of state lottery 
proceeds designated through the Great 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) Trust Fund 
is used to preserve and protect Colorado’s 
open spaces. Information on GOCO is at 
www.goco.org. 

Information on upcoming events at 
the TLCA is at www.trilakesarts.org. 

Pictured (L to R): Chuck Pyle and 
John Fielder. Photos by David Futey

David Futey can be reached at 
dfutey@ocn.me. 

By Candice Hitt
The Tri-Lakes Music Association presented its 10th annual free 
Christmas concert series, The Gift of Christmas, on Dec. 9-11 at 
Palmer Ridge High School. Proceeds from the event go to benefit Tri-
Lakes Cares and scholarships for two District 38 high school seniors 
involved in music. 

During the nine concert series, more than $33,000 had been 
raised to benefit Tri-Lakes Cares and $1,000 for Lewis-Palmer senior 
scholarships.

Over 200 community members were involved in The Gift of 
Christmas concert production. The Tri-Lakes Music Association 
was formed in 1998 by a group of musicians in the Tri-Lakes com-
munities. The founders of this group were Robert W. G. Manning and 
Bruce Eldridge. 

Candice Hitt can be reached at candicehitt@ocn.me.
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Starlight Dance, Dec. 9

Above: The Starlight Dance was held Dec. 9 at Historic Pinecrest. Food was 
provided by the MoZaic Restaurant. Live music was by Trademark Infringement. 
The proceeds from the event benefited the Palmer Lake Fireworks Committee. 
Photo by Jes Smith.

By David Futey
On Dec. 10, the Gleneagle commu-
nity was invited to the Gleneagle Golf 
Course for a festive holiday evening. 
Guests were able to take a hayride 
around the Gleneagle Golf Course to 
enjoy the lighting displays on homes ad-
jacent to the course. During their jour-
ney, riders sang holiday songs and were 
greeted by homeowners. Upon their 
return, they could visit with Santa, have 
hot chocolate and cookies, and converse 
with others from the community. 

Susan Kennedy with the Gleneagle 
Community Advisory Committee 
(GCAC), said this third annual event 
was a “good opportunity for the com-
munity to come together and share in 
the holiday spirit” and “what better way 
to do that than with a hayride.” 

The GCAC, the Gleneagle Golf 
Course, Gleneagle Sertoma, and Gle-
neagle Women’s Club sponsored the 
event. 

David Futey can be contacted at 
dfutey@ocn.me

A holiday hayride in Gleneagle

Above: Woodmoor residents Ken and Judy Keller brought their family visiting from 
out of town to see the Polar Express and other train displays set up by Palmer Lake 
Trustee Gary Coleman and his son Travis. The Colemans set up the train displays 
to add enjoyment to the holiday season and as a fundraiser for the Palmer Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department. Photo by David Futey.

Polar Express comes to town

Toys collected for Santa-on-Patrol

Left: Monument Police Department Explorer Scout and Palmer Ridge High 
School student Jesse Martin helps to load the many toys and games donated 
by Tri-Lakes area residents. Right: Santa helper Tri-Lakes EMT and firefighter 
Stephen Monroe loads bicycles into one of the Santa-on-Patrol distribution trucks. 

Above: On the day before the 2011 Santa-on-Patrol toy distribution, Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire District Fire Marshal Curtis L. Kauffman, left, Office Manager 
Jennifer Martin and Fire Chief Robert Denboske help to sort the mountain of 
donated toys. Photos by Bernard Minetti.
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By David Futey
On Dec. 11, the Tri-Lakes community cel-
ebrated the 78th anniversary of the Yule 
Log Ceremony. The ceremony started in 
1933 and has occurred every year except 
for the World War II years. The log is hid-
den somewhere in the Glen at least a week 
before the hunt. It is identified by a red 
ribbon and a specific notch cut. 

The “hunters,” most wearing capes, 

assemble at the Palmer Lake Town Hall 
and make their way to the Glen. Once 
in position and given the parameters as 
to where the log was hidden, a trumpet 
sounds the beginning of the hunt. To add 
a bit of difficulty, “imposter” logs are 
sometimes placed to throw the hunters 
off the track. 

The finder of the 2011 Yule Log was 
10-year-old Palmer Lake resident Andrew 

Leidenberger. His technique was to follow 
tracks that he discovered in the snow. He 
found the log buried in snow, having to 
rub off the snow to find the ribbon. Once 
ropes were attached to the log, Leiden-
berger and others were given a ride on 
the log all the way from the Glen to the 
Town Hall. 

At the Town Hall, the Yule Log is 
cut in half, with one half burned with 

the remainder of the 2010 Yule Log in 
the Town Hall fireplace. The remaining 
half is saved to be burned with half of the 
2012 Yule Log. After the burning of the 
log begins, all the hunters enjoy a glass 
of wassail to celebrate the holiday season 
and as an expression of goodwill to the 
Pikes Peak region. 

David Futey can be reached at 
dfutey@ocn.me.

Yule Log tradition Dec. 11 marks the spirit of Christmas

Left: Bagpiper Sam Swancutt 
entertained Yule Loggers prior to the 
event and led the march down to 
the Glen for the hunt. Center: Yule 
Log hunters make their way from the 
Palmer Lake Town Hall to the Glen. 
RIght: Yule Log hunters scatter once 
the trumpet sounds to announce the 
beginning of the hunt. Photos by David 
Futey.

Far Left: Yule Log hunters pull the log, with 
riders on it, from the Glen back to Town Hall. 

Left: Kurt Voelker assists 10-year-old Andrew 
Leidenberger in cutting the 2011 Yule Log that 
Leidenberger found in the Glen. Part of the 
2011 Yule Log is burned with the 2010 Yule 
Log and the remainder is saved to be burned 
with the 2012 Yule Log. 

Above: A portion of the 2011 Yule Log is 
brought into the Town Hall and burned with the 
remainder of the 2010 Yule Log in the Town 
Hall fireplace. This process provides a legacy 
back to the first Yule Log burned in 1933. 

Photos by David Futey.

Santa-on-Patrol delivers gifts to youngsters, Dec. 17
By Bernard Minetti

On Saturday, Dec. 17, several hundred Monument 
and Palmer Lake children received gifts from 
Santa-on-Patrol. 

At the first stop on Beacon Lite Road, 50 to 
60 youngsters were waiting as the Santa entourage 
entered an apartment complex just south of the 
Monument Town Hall. Children raced to greet 
Santa and received gifts provided by Tri-Lakes 
residents and collected at schools, fire houses, and 
police units.

Santa, played by Monument Police Chief 
Jacob Shirk, has been in the holiday “patrol” busi-
ness since 1993 and continues each year to fulfill 
the needs of deserving youngsters. Prior to depart-
ing the Monument Town Hall, Shirk “deputized” 
about 70 Santa’s assistants. 

Santa presented the gifts with the help of the 
Monument police officers, the Monument Police 

Explorer Scouts, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District firefighters and EMTs, along with 
police and firefighters from Palmer Lake. 

Hundreds of toys and games along with six 
bicycles were provided for distribution. The toys 
were also distributed in a local trailer park and at a 
distribution point in Palmer Lake.

Right: Connor, left, and Kaelyn Santiago 
display their pleasure with the toys Santa is 
giving them. Helper Angela Dougan, holds 
some of their gifts. Photo by Bernard Minetti.
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By Harriet Halbig
In spite of a few days of snowy weather, the Monument 
Library was a busy and festive place during December.
Young patrons could polish their stilt-walking and plate-
spinning skills with the Salida Circus, while patrons of 
all ages enjoyed the soothing harp music provided by teen 
musicians from a local harp school one Saturday after-
noon. Teens enjoyed a discussion with local author Lisa 
Bergren and learned to fold Ninja stars and make orna-
ments during their craft class.

Start off a new year with a new skill: bread baking! 
Baking bread from scratch is easier than people think. 
Learn how to make two kinds of yeast breads: honey 
oatmeal and a no-knead bread using ingredients you have 
in your kitchen. Beginners are welcome, and there will be 
samples to taste. The program will take place on Sunday, 
Jan. 8, at 2 p.m.

The teen book club, Book-Eaters, will discuss 
School’s Out – Forever, the second book in James 
Patterson’s Maximum Ride series. The club is for teens 
in grades 7 and up and will meet on Wednesday, Jan. 11, 
from 4 until 5:30 p.m. 

Teens ages 12 and up are invited to learn kumihimo, 
the Japanese art of braiding, on Friday, Jan. 13, from 4 
until 5:30 p.m. Make a bracelet or key chain to take home. 
Space is limited. Please register online or with a librarian. 
Snacks provided.

Monument’s Family Fun event for January is A Trav-
eling Sea—a hands-on experience with unusual sea ani-
mals in a traveling touch tank. Learn about adaptations, 
movement, and body shapes and what we can do (even 
in land-locked Colorado) to help protect these creatures. 
Make a spiky sea urchin to take home. The program be-
gins at 1:30 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 14.

The Monumental Readers book club will discuss No 
Place Like Home by Barbara Samuel on Friday, Jan. 20, 

at 10 a.m. All patrons are welcome to attend this monthly 
club.

LEGO enthusiasts of all ages are welcome to join 
the LEGO Club. We’ll provide LEGOs and you bring 
the creativity. Please do not bring your own LEGOs (al-
though donations are gladly accepted). Be sure to bring 
your camera to record your creation—all pieces used 
to make projects remain the property of the Pikes Peak 
Library District. The fun begins on Saturday, Jan. 21, at 
10:30 a.m.

Also on the 21st, the AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program will be offered from 1 to 5 p.m. This program 
is a refresher course designed for motorists age 50 and 

older. Graduates may present their course completion 
certificate to their insurance agent for a discount. Charge 
for the four-hour course is $12 for AARP members and 
$14 for non-members. Class size is limited and registra-
tion is required.

Save the date. Please see next month’s article for 
information on the Monument Library’s annual winter 
festival, Winter Blues Blast, to take place on Feb. 11.

During January, the artwork on the walls of the li-
brary will be provided by Palmer Ridge High School art 
students. In the display case will be part of the collection 
of Daisy Quackers’ many handmade hats.

Palmer Lake library events
Do you have a favorite stuffed animal that would like to 
sleep over at the library? If so, bring it to the Stuffed Ani-
mal Sleepover for a wildly good time. Children will make 
a special nametag when they drop off their friends—and 
then the fun begins. Your library staff will send a picture 
or two of their antics to you via email. Drop-off is on 
Friday, Jan 13, from 4:30 to 5 p.m. Pick-up of the tired 
revelers will be Saturday, Jan. 14, from 10 a.m. until 1:30 
p.m. Registration is required at 481-2587.

Meet some of the friendliest chickens ever during 
Chickens in the Library. Hear chicken stories and make a 
gadget that sounds like a chicken. Laura Foye brings her 
favorite birds for you to pet and will entertain and inform 
you about these interesting animals. The program takes 
place on Saturday, Jan. 21, at 10:30 a.m.

Young readers are invited to read with our Paws to 
Read dogs. Read with Misty, the tiny Sheltie, on Thurs-
day, Jan. 12, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Read with Kirby, our golden retriever friend, on Sat-
urday, Jan. 28, from 11 a.m. until noon. Read to a dog and 
select a prize.

The Palmer Lake Library Knitting group meets each 
Thursday from 10 a.m. until noon. Knitters of all skill 
levels are welcome. Bring your own project and stay as 
long as your schedule allows. No registration is required. 
Call 481-2587 for further information.

The Palmer Lake Book Group will meet at 9 a.m. on 
Feb. 3 to discuss The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
by Rebecca Skloot. New members are welcome and no 
registration is required.

Laurisa Rabin’s photography can be viewed on the 
library’s walls.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Above: Author Lisa Bergren met with members of the teen book group, Book Eaters, to discuss the 
process of writing and chat about her young-adult books. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

For advertising information, call John Heiser at 488-3455 or visit www.ocn.me

• OCN is mailed free to every resident in the 
Tri-Lakes area. We mail 15,300+ copies every 
month. OCN has the fourth-largest circulation 
of local newspapers in El Paso County after The 
Gazette, the Colorado Springs Independent, and 
the Woodman Edition. We put copies of OCN into 
the hands of those people most likely to buy your 
products or services: local residents. 

• OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area 
news. For the past 10 years, OCN has been 
presenting unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes 
area governmental entities and their deliberations 
and actions. Credibility is key during tough times. 
Advertising in a credible medium typically rubs off 
on the advertisers in that media.

• OCN only takes ads from Tri-Lakes area 
businesses. In OCN, your ad won’t be competing 
for attention with ads from Colorado Springs 
and Castle Rock. This policy was adopted at the 
founding of OCN in 2001 as a way to help local 
businesses like yours succeed.

• OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication 
schedule help stretch your ad budget. OCN has 
the lowest ad cost per printed copy of any local 
publication. Since OCN is a monthly publication, 
your ad is out there for a month—more than four 
times longer than other local papers. Many of our 
advertisers tell us they’re still getting calls in the 
third and fourth week of the month.

• OCN does not use contracts: You aren’t tied down. 
Adjust your advertising month-to-month to meet 
your changing needs. Our advertisers advertise 
with us because they see benefit in it, not because 
they’re bound by a contract they signed months 
before. To reward frequent advertisers, OCN has 
a Frequent Advertiser Bonus program. You earn 
up to 10% of your ad cost as a bonus you can use 
to reduce the cost of future OCN advertising. The 
more you advertise with OCN, the more you save.

• You are supporting a good thing: Your 
advertising dollars support a unique all-volunteer, 
Tri-Lakes-area-focused effort to present factual, 
comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area 
residents.

And the best reason of 
all: It works!

• Cathy Thompson, Monumental Styles & Co. 
- “OCN is my paper of choice for advertising. The 
ads John has helped me design have provided a 
constant stream of new clients. My ads have paid 
for themselves many times over! Thanks John!”

• Scott Sanders, Sanders Consulting - “I’ve tried 
advertising with other papers that cost three times 
as much and never get nearly the response I do 
from my OCN ad. Even my long standing customers 
tell me ‘We saw your ad in OCN!’”

• Lois Wilde, L&L Field Mowing - “The boys were 
amazed at how quickly they received calls last year 
after their ad went into the May issue. The jobs they 
got from the OCN kept them busy all summer.” 

• Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school 
- “This is the best advertising money I’ve spent! 
OCN is the best paper in town and readers look 
forward to every issue. I have seen a big response 
to my new ad in this paper. I do not need to 
advertise anywhere else as my other advertising is 
word of mouth! Thank you OCN for your hard work 
to make this paper stand out from the rest in our 
community!” 

• Kerri Bohler, B&E Filling Station Restaurant 
- “Thanks for all you have done for us. Our ad with 
OCN was the best thing we ever did for advertising. 
It outshines all the rest.” 

• Yukie Stauffer, Luna Hair Studio and Spa  - “We 
had great response from our ad. I really appreciate 
it. It is amazing to see how many people came to 
us with our ad from OCN and many of our clients 
mentioned about our ad.” 

• Sarah Groh, Voice and Piano Lessons - “Your 
paper has been the best press I have ever had.” 

• Annie Matchett, House for Sale - “Thanks to the 
ad I ran in OCN, I sold my house in Woodmoor in 
one month. It worked great!”

• Kathie Kaufer, Help Wanted for Family Reunion 
- “The ad yielded excellent results. Thanks!”

Why advertise in OCN?

December and January Library Events

Above: Kori Nelson enjoyed creating handcrafted 
ornaments during the Craft Teens event in early 
December. Photo by Harriet Halbig.
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

Wednesday Senior Lunch at Big Red
January Menu

Jan. 11 Pulled BBQ pork sandwich, coleslaw, & chips 
Jan. 18 Ham, scalloped potatoes, salad, & rolls
Jan. 25 Meatballs over noodles, salad, & rolls
Rolls and butter served with each meal except sandwich-
es. Dessert also provided. 

An activity of Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Associ-
ates. Meals provided by Pinecrest Catering, Palmer Lake; 
Nikki McDonald, executive chef, 481-3307.

Senior Mondays at the Western 
Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI)

Beginning in January and running each Monday through 
March, seniors will be admitted into the museum for just 
$2.50 (regularly $6). Come see the museum that works! 
Tours begin at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Group tours are avail-
able upon request. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate 
Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). For more information, call 488-
0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

Bring used CDs to the library to help 
support All Pikes Peak Reads 

Donate used CDs until Feb. 13 in collection boxes at all 
Pikes Peak Library District locations. Independent Re-
cords will donate $1 to the library for each donated CD to 
help support All Pikes Peak Reads in 2012. CDs must be 
in good condition, including all original lyric sheets and/
or art. All Pikes Peak Reads is a community-wide effort 
to improve literacy and foster dialogue across social, cul-
tural, and generational lines. The program includes free 
community events, author visits, children’s programs, 
theater presentations, school curriculum guides, art ex-
hibits, and much more. The Monument Branch Library is 
located at 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library is at 66 Lower Glenway.

Novel Destinations adult 
reading program, Jan. 9-Mar. 5

Pikes Peak Library District’s annual adult reading pro-
gram kicks off Jan. 9 and ends Mar. 5 and is open to 
anyone age 18 and older with a PPLD library card. Read 
any four books and receive prizes. Books on CD, audio-
cassette, audiobook players, eBooks, and eAudiobooks 
count, too! To register, bring your library card to any 
PPLD library and sign up at the information desk, or sign 
up online at ppld.org beginning Jan. 9. After you read 
your first four books, visit your nearest library to pick 
up your first prize. Read four more books before March 
5 and visit the library again for your second prize and to 
be entered for the grand prize drawing of a new Kindle 
eReader! For more information, call 531-6333.

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club 2012 Grant 
Applications available Jan. 15

Continuing its 35-year tradition of support to the Tri-
Lakes community through charitable and educational 
endeavors, the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) will 
once again consider grant requests for special programs 
and projects from 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations, 
public service organizations, and public schools that sig-
nificantly serve the Tri-Lakes area defined by School Dis-
trict 38. Applications and instructions for the 2012 grant 
awards will be available on the TLWC website (tlwc.net) 
from Jan. 15 through Mar. 15. Completed applications 
(which must include certain required documentation) 
must be postmarked no later than Mar. 15. Late and/or 
incomplete applications will not be considered. Awards 
will be announced to grant recipients in late May. For 
more information, e-mail Nancy Brown, Grant Commit-
tee Chair, at Brownnw@comcast.net. 
Monument Hill Kiwanis Club names Bonnie 

Jo Biggs 2011 Kiwanian of the Year
The Kiwanian of the Year award recognizes a club mem-
ber who has demonstrated outstanding service to the 
Club and our Tri-Lakes community. This year’s recipient, 
Bonnie Jo Biggs, has been actively involved in numer-
ous club projects. To name just a few of Bonnie’s many 
involvements within the community, she has been an 
active member and served on the board of the Tri-Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce, she chaired the Fourth of July 
Street Fair for five years, and she has been has been a 

longtime volunteer at Tri-Lakes Cares. As a longtime 
member of the Tri-Lakes Woman’s Club, she co-chaired 
both the Antiques and Garden Show and Wine and Roses 
fundraisers. For more information about Monument Hill 
Kiwanis Club, visit monumenthillkiwanis.org.

Haunted House gives back
Haunted Mines is a Colorado-based nonprofit organiza-
tion that is committed to helping its community as much 
as it is dedicated to frightening its guests during the 
Halloween season. During the 2011 Halloween season, 
13,000 guests poured in to the Haunted Mines for a bit of 
horrifying entertainment. With this amount of communi-
ty support, Haunted Mines was able to donate $100,250 to 
four local charities and organizations: Western Museum 
of Mining and Industry, Wescott Fire Department, Arson 
& Rescue Dog Program, and Tri-Lakes Cares. For more 
information, visit hauntedmines.org.

Tri-Lakes Cares Thrift Shop
Hangers—Your Thrift Shop is open Tue.-Sat., 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., at its new location, 245 Jefferson St., Monument, 
right next door to Tri-Lakes Cares. Shop for gently used 
clothing, books, and household items. Proceeds from 
Hangers will be used to promote the ongoing mission of 
Tri-Lakes Cares, a community-based nonprofit. For more 
information, call 488-2300 or visit the Tri-Lakes Cares 
website, www.trilakescares.org.

Black Forest Animal Sanctuary 
needs volunteers

Black Forest Animal Sanctuary was founded in the late 
1990s as the Charlotte & Arthur Romero Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, an all-volunteer and not-for-profit 501c3 that helps 
all animals. The sanctuary is getting dozens of calls and 
emails every day begging for them to take in unwanted, 
neglected, and abused horses and other livestock animals, 
dogs, and cats from the Front Range area. Their goal is 

to rescue, rehabilitate, and retrain horses and find them 
permanent loving homes. They are in immediate need of 
funding for feed and veterinary care and significant shel-
ter improvements to continue their work. To volunteer, 
adopt an animal, or make a donation, contact 494-0158, 
bfasfarm@aol.com, or visit www.bfasfarm.org.

Therapeutic Riding Center needs 
volunteers, open house Jan. 14

Boots and Saddles Therapeutic Riding Center offers 
equine-assisted activities to children and adults with 
cognitive and physical disabilities. Volunteers are needed 
for sidewalkers to assist the riders during class, as well 
as for horse handlers, office help, fundraising, and gen-
eral ranch maintenance. Find out more at the open house 
scheduled for Jan. 14, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Volunteer training 
will take place Jan. 21, 9 a.m. to noon. Boots and Saddles 
is located at By the Weghe Farms, 7103 S. Highway 83, 
Franktown. For more information, call 303-688-1388.

Multiple sclerosis support group
A multiple sclerosis (MS) group is forming for the Tri-
Lakes and surrounding areas. If interested, please contact 
Susan at susan@tinybrook.com.

Help on the way for heating bills
The Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP) 
helps residents struggling to pay their home heating bills. 
LEAP benefits provide assistance to help low-income 
families with their heating bills but are not intended to 
pay the entire bill. The eligibility period for LEAP runs 
Nov. 1 to April 30. LEAP is a mail-in only program and 
applications are accepted each year during the eligibility 
period. For more information about LEAP benefits, call 
1-866 HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-8435).

Library patrons can now 
download eBooks to their Kindles

Pikes Peak Library District (PPLD) is excited to an-
nounce that its eBook collection is now compatible with 
the world’s bestselling eBook reader, the Amazon Kindle. 
Patrons can now download popular and classic eBooks 
to a Kindle device or any mobile device running the free 
Kindle app, such as iPhone, iPad, Android, and more. 
PPLD also offers eBooks and audiobooks for use on a 
PC or Mac computer and popular mobile devices such 
as a smartphone, MP3 player, and eBook reader like the 
Barnes & Noble Nook and Sony Reader. To get started, 
visit ppld.org/cybershelf.

Special Events and Notices

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Above: From left, Bonnie Jo BIggs receives 
Kiwanian of the Year award from Monument Hill 
Kiwanis Club President Steve Stephensen. Photo 
provided by Monument Hill Kiwanis. 

Want to Play, Use & Sell the New Cell 
Phones? � plus other fun electronics?
Own your own business! Already locally 

established. Call Marv at (719) 963-0761. 

�������������������

Executive Suites For Rent
Starting at $450/month, Available in the 

Northgate Pointe Building 
13570 Meadowgrass, near Struthers and 

Voyager on North Gate Road. 
Call (719) 955-1835 

For 24 hours recorded information, call 
(800) 882-5628 x 350

HELP WANTED 
WATER OPERATOR  

Experience desired, treatment, 
distribution, maintenance, lab,  
wastewater, customer service.  

Willing to learn required.  
Pay DOE and full benefits. 

Donala W&S District 488-3603  
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use 

Committee Meeting, Tue., Jan. 10, 10 a.m., 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill 
Burks, 481-4053. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue., 
Jan. 10, 5 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 
488-6868.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Jan. 10, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Jan. 11, CANCELED, Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Normally meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Jan. 11, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Jan. 
12, 6:30 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Jan. 12, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
2525. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Jan. 17, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Jan. 
17, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. 
each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) 
Meeting, Tue., Jan. 17, 7 p.m., Learning Center, 146 
Jefferson St., Monument. Normally meets 2nd Tue. 
each month, location varies. Info: 488-4700, or visit 
lewispalmer.org. 

• D-38 Special Education Advisory Council, Wed., 
Jan. 18, 6:30 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. 
Info: 488-4700.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Jan. 18, CANCELED, Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Jan. 19, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
4700. 

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 

Thu., Jan. 19, 7 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886.

• Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Jan. 25, 7 p.m. Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle 
Dr. Normally meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jan. 25, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Normally meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: 488-2693 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Jan. 25, 6:30 p.m., 166 
Second St., Monument. Meets 4th Wed. each month. 
Info: Jennifer Martin, 484-0911. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Thu., Jan. 26, 1:30 p.m. 15850 Holbein 
Dr., Colorado Springs. Normally meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-3603.

• Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Jan. 26, 6 p.m. Monument Sanitation District 
boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-2110 or visit www.fvawd.com. 

• Academy Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 1, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott 
Station 2, 15000 Sun Hills Dr. Meets 1st Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-0711. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Feb. 
2, 6:30 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Feb. 
6, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each 
month. Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 7, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
All PPLD facilities will be closed Mon., Jan. 16, 

for Martin Luther King Jr. Day
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 

10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or 
ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, Mon. & Wed., 3:
30-4:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws 
to Read dog. No registration required. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org or ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Bookbreak, Mon, Wed., 
and Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session 
particularly for preschoolers. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or 
ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10:15 & 
11 a.m. Stories and more for children ages 3 and older. 

Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Storytime, every Wed., 10:
30-11:30 a.m. Stories and more for children ages 3 
and older. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
15 & 10:45 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to 
24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytime, every 
Thu., 7:30 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies 
welcome. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Toddlertime, every Fri., 
10:30 a.m. An introduction to the delights of rhyme, 
rhythm, and a few special stories as a first step to 
reading for 1- and 2-year-old children. Palmer Lake 
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 
or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Thu., Jan. 
12, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Read with Misty, the sweet tiny 
Sheltie, and then select a prize. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or 
ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Crafty Teens, Fri., Jan. 13, 3:
45 - 5:15 p.m. Ages 12 and up, make crafts and eat 
snacks with friends. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Bookeaters Club, Wed., Jan. 
18, 3:30-5 p.m. Grades 7 and up, have a snack with 
your friends and discuss School’s Out–Forever, 
the second book in James Patterson’s Maximum 
Ride series. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Fabulous Friday Fun, Fri., 
Jan. 20, 4:15-5:15 p.m. Elementary and middle 
school students explore the Dewey Decimal System 
in the form of a scavenger hunt. Earn free books as 
rewards. Registration requested, but walk-ins will 
be accommodated. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370 or 
ppld.org.

• Monument Library: American Girl Book Club–
Meet Molly, Wed., Jan. 25, 4:15-5:30 p.m. Grades 
3-5, read one book per month about “Molly,” Jan.-
April, beginning with Meet Molly. At each meeting, 
discuss the story and do crafts and other activities 
related to that month’s book. Registration required. 
Register by Jan. 14, 6 p.m., for Jan. 25. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & 
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org 

• Monument Library: Anime & Manga Club, Fri., 
Jan. 27, 4:15-5:30 p.m. For teens in grades 8-12: 
Great discussion and activities regarding your favorite 
anime or manga. Refreshments provided. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Jan. 
28, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Read to Kirby, a quiet Golden 
Retriever, and collect a prize. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or 

Our Community Calendar

Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center 
has fun programs!

The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership Senior 
Citizens Center is next to the Lewis-Palmer High School 
Stadium (across from the YMCA) and is open 1-4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday and earlier for scheduled ac-
tivities. The facility has a lounge, craft room, game room, 
and multipurpose room. Programs include pinochle, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, noon to 4 p.m.; Tai Chi for 
Health, Fridays, 10:30 a.m.; National Mah-jongg, Fridays, 
1-4 p.m.; line dancing, first and second Wednesdays, 1-2 
p.m.; bridge, second and fourth Thursdays, 1-4 p.m.; tea 
time, third Tuesday, 1-3 p.m.; bingo, third Wednesday, 12:
30-3 p.m.; crafts, third Thursday, 1-3 p.m.; no-cash/no 
host poker, second and fourth Fridays, 1-4 p.m. Also 
available at the center are ping-pong, Wii video games, 
various puzzles and board games, refreshments, a lend-
ing library, computers with Internet connections, and an 
information table. For more information about programs 
for seniors, visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org. 

Tri-Lakes HAP Thrift Store in Palmer Lake
The store now is located at 790 Highway 105 D in Palmer 

Lake. Hours are Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Weekly specials, books, antiques, clothing, and 
more! The thrift store is a project of the Tri-Lakes Health 
Advocacy Partnership to raise funds and resources for 
Tri-Lakes Senior Citizen Program activities, provide 
volunteer opportunities for Tri-Lakes residents, and of-
fer affordable merchandise to all Tri-Lakes residents. For 
more information, to donate items, or to volunteer, call 
488-3495.
Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free!
Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of infor-
mation for local seniors, including the daily menu of 
the senior lunches offered Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays in Monument. It also contains the schedule of 
the classes and events for the month at the Senior Citi-
zens Center. There are also articles and notices of events 
geared toward senior citizens. To subscribe to the free 
newsletter, send an email with your name and mailing 
address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat 
can also be viewed online at www.TriLakesHAP.org.

Senior Safety Program
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District offers a free 
senior safety program to all Tri-Lakes seniors. The pro-

gram includes smoke detector evaluations, home safety 
assessments, vial of life, and fire prevention. For more in-
formation, call 484-0911 or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com. 
Check out energy savings at local libraries

Mountain View Electric Association (MVEA) recently 
started a program allowing consumers to check out “Kill-
A-Watt” meters, plug-in energy meters, from local librar-
ies and Book Mobiles in MVEA’s service territory. Kill-
A-Watt meters can help consumers assess how efficient 
appliances really are. This program provides a free way 
to identify the real energy abusers and reduce energy use. 
People who have used the meters report unplugging ap-
pliances that weren’t being used to save energy. For more 
information, call MVEA, 1-800-388-9881, ext. 2602; or 
Monument Branch Library, 488-2370.

Sheriff’s Office offers YouTube channel
The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office now uses its own 
YouTube channel to share information on recent events 
and provide information on numerous office resources. 
The YouTube channel can be accessed from the front page 
of the Sheriff’s Office website, http://shr.elpasoco.com, or 
directly at www.youtube.com/EPCSheriff. 
■
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ppld.org.

• Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids Web 
at wwwppld.org features resources for school reports 
and homework, Tumblebooks–free online read-along 
books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-ups” link 
has information about local school districts, home-
schooling, and more.

Adult Programs
• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 

1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or 
ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Beginning Computer 
Classes. Check at the desk for the schedule of free 
classes Wed. mornings for beginner computer users. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to empowering 
individual growth through life-long learning and 
positive relationships. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or 
ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Knitting 
Group, every Wed., 10 am.-noon. Knit with other 
knitters. Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will be there 
to answer questions. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Breadmaking 101, Sun., Jan. 
8, 2-3 p.m. Learn how to make two different kinds of 
yeast breads, Honey Oatmeal and a No-Knead Bread, 
using ingredients you have in your kitchen. Beginners 
welcome. Finished breads to taste, too! Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Jan. 16, 
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides 
inspiration, and structure during the process of 
writing one’s memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd 
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Jan. 20, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome 
to this spirited group. This month’s selection is No 
Place Like Home by Barbara Samuel. Meets 3rd Fri. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., Jan. 20, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to 
share ideas, get help. Normally meets 1st and 3rd Fri. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442 or 
ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Sat., Jan. 21, 1-5 p.m. Bone up on your 
driving skills and lower your insurance rates. Cost: 
$12 for AARP members, $14 for nonmembers. 
Registration required. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Registration & Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org.

• Monument Library: History Buffs Book Discussion 
Group, Wed., Jan. 25, 1-3 p.m. Enjoy a trip through 
history with other history lovers. Meets 4th Wed. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Feb. 3, 9 a.m. New 
members welcome, no registration needed. Meets 1st 
Fri. each month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., Feb. 3, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to 
share ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442 or ppld.org.

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded 
presentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s 
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County 
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the 
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link 
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

For these and other library events, please check 
ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting, 

every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 

105, Palmer Lake. Info: Jan Heinlein, 306-6975. 
• Share a Free Meal at Western Bee Company, every 

Sun., 1-3 p.m., 16625 Roller Coaster Rd., Colorado 
Springs (Near the corners of Baptist Road and Roller 
Coaster Road). Western Bee Company is offering a 
simple meal and simple fellowship to those in need in 
our community. If you need transportation, call 749-
1086 or be at the Monument Park and Ride shelter 
between 12:45 and 2:30 p.m. every Sunday. Meals 
are organic and gluten free is also available. Info: 
Suzzannemarie, 749-1086. 

• Artfully Speaking Toastmasters Club, every 
Mon., 5:45-6:45 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 
Kelly Johnson Blvd., Room 11, Colorado Springs. 
Improve your public speaking, leadership, and 
meeting planning skills. New members and visitors 
welcome. Info: Hunter McCord, 439-2795; e-mail 
huntersmccord@gmail.com; or visit http://artfullysp
eaking.freetoasthost.us.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Sunlight of the 
Spirit Women’s Closed Step Study, every Mon., 
6 p.m. Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781. 

• Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall, 
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month 
and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Administration Complex 166 Second St., 
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for 
free bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: 
Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037. 

• Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group, 
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second 
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join 
the group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-
0551. 

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. & 
Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.; 
SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of 
Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA, 
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be 
YMCA or SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728. 

• BNI Tri-Lakes Chapter, every Wed., 8-9:30 
a.m., Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer 
Lake. If your company needs more business, visit 
us and learn how we can help you. Come see 
why our networking group is so successful. Info: 
www.bnitrilakes.com, Dr. Kathy Yuhasz, 594-9700, 
e-mail katyuhasz@comcast.net.

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 a.m.-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership 
(HAP) invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free 
blood pressure screening 1st & 3rd Wed. $3 donation 
requested. Info: 487-8218.

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:45 a.m., Liberty 
Heights, 12015 Ambassador Dr. (off Voyager Blvd.) 
Interesting speakers and programs; all are welcome. 
Info: Sherry Edwards, 488-1044; or Bill Nance, 488-
2312.

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour 
answering service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-
6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call 
Kirby, 481-3738. 

• Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every 
Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west 
of I-25 and Baptist Rd.) Bible-based support group 
for all addictions. Info: 930-1954.

• Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of 
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. Baptist Rd., southwest 
corner room, door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

• Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Recovery in 
Action Group–Open, Big Book Study, every Thu., 
7 p.m., Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. 
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781. 

• Tai Chi for Health Class, every Fri., 1-1:45 
p.m., Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center, Lewis-Palmer 
High School, across from the YMCA. This gentle 
exercise program can relieve the symptoms of chronic 
pain, anxiety, and depression. Even those who cannot 
stand can participate and benefit. Info: 481-8728, or 
visit www.trilakesseniors.org. 

• Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado 
Support Group Meetings. Location varies. For 
information, call Carolyn, 488-3620, or contact the 
MGA: visit www.4-mga.org, phone 303-360-7080, or 
e-mail 4mga@4-mga.org. 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Jan. 9, 5 
p.m., College Pharmacy, 3505 Austin Bluffs Pkwy 
(downstairs), Colorado Springs. A DVD on the 
disease and treatments will play 5-6 p.m.; the meeting 
starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories 
and address your questions to a D.O. Learn how you 
can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants 
welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 2nd 
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735. 

• Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, 
Mon., Jan. 9. Meets 2nd Mon. each month for support, 
information, field trips, and special events. Info: e-
mail TLHESG@gmail.com.

• Tri-Lakes Business Incubator Free Seminar: 
Protecting Your Business, Tue., Jan. 10, 11 a.m.-
noon, 14960 Woodcarver Rd., Colorado Springs 
(just west of I-25 and Baptist Road at Woodcarver 
Properties Suites). Topics include internal business 
agreements and buy-sell agreements, maintaining 
limited liability, Business Contracts 101, & 
preventing litigation. Bring your lunch. Registration 
required: e-mail Heather, info@trilakesbi.com; visit 
www.trilakesbi.com; or call 481-4877 x100. 

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team (TNT) Monthly 
Dinner Meeting, Tue., Jan. 10, 6:30-9 p.m. Bring 
your business cards, your smile, and a friend. TNT 
unites women to build relationships, achieve success, 
and improve our community. It’s a dynamic women’s 
group that is business-focused and fun. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month, location varies. Info: Janine 
Robertson, 266-0246, or visit www.meetup.com/
trilakesnetworkingteam to register. 

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Jan. 11, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: Chuck Karlstrum, 749-9227, 
or Stan Beckner, 596-6787.

• Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu., 
Jan. 12, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Monument, 
after the noontime senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:
30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037. 

• Tri-Lakes Incubator Workshop: Choosing a 
Legal Entity, Thu., Jan. 12, 7:30-11 a.m., 14960 
Woodcarver Rd, Colorado Springs. Explore the 
differences between common legal entities: sole 
proprietorships, partnerships, limited liability 
companies, and corporations. Cost: $5 members, $10 
nonmembers. Pre-payment & registration required: 
call 481-4877 x100 or visit www.trilakesbi.org.

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Jan. 12, 6:
30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble 
Beach Way, Monument. New members and visitors 
welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed 
Kinney, 481-2750.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Jan. 12, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Jan. 14, 9 a.m., Vaile 
Hill Gallery, 118 Hillside Rd., Palmer Lake. A variety 
of art programs are offered after the business meeting. 
Guests welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 
487-1329, or visit www.palmerlakeartgroup.com. 

• El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling 
Collection Facility, Sat., Jan. 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255 

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.�Downtown Monument  
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748  
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service 

ANIMAL MOVERS
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Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2nd Saturday 
each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m. and 
now accepts common recyclable items in addition to 
household hazardous waste such as paint and related 
products, lawn and garden chemicals, household 
cleaners, old batteries, fire extinguishers, fireworks, 
flares, ammunition, automotive products (no tires), 
various electronics, and TVs up to 19” diagonal. Bring 
a nonperishable food item for Care and Share. 
Info: 520-7878, or visit http://adm.elpasoco.com/
Environmental_Services/Solid_Waste_Management. 

• NEPCO Meeting, Sat., Jan. 14, 10 a.m.-noon, 
Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. A 
speaker from the sheriff’s office will describe the 
NeighborhoodWatch program and a second speaker 
will discuss HOA insurance. All are welcome to this 
meeting of local homeowners associations. Info: 481-
2723 or visit www.nepco.org.

• Amateur Radio W0TLM (Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Radio Association), Mon., Jan. 16, 6:30 p.m., 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Sta-
tion 1, 18650 Hwy 105 (next to Pinz bowling alley). 
All Amateur Radio Operators or those interested in 
becoming Amateur Radio Operators are welcome. 
Meets 3rd Mon. each month. Info: Joyce Witte, 488-
0859. 

• Senior Tea, Tue., Jan. 17, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at 
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA). 
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to 
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Be prepared 
to have fun! Voluntary donations welcome. Meets 
3rd Tue. each month. Info: Mary Frances, 488-2360; 
Irene W., 481-1188; or Irene C., 484-0517. 

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Jan. 17, 
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow 
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Lindsay, 487-9362. 

• Ladies Auxiliary to VFW Post 7829, Tue., Jan. 
17, 6-7:30 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 
Woodmoor Dr., Monument. New members welcome. 
If you are a female relative of a veteran who 
served on foreign soil during war or other military 
action, you might be eligible. Meets 3rd Tue. each 
month. Info: Martine Arndt, 231-5323, or e-mail 
Martine.Arndt@yahoo.com.

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Jan. 17, 
7 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor 

Dr., Monument. New members welcome. Meets 
3rd Tue. each month. Info: Tony Wolusky, Post 
Commander, 481-4419, or twolusky@aol.com.

• Tri-Lakes Incubator Workshop: Hands-On 
Online Marketing & Social Media - Part I, Thu., 
Jan. 19, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd, 
Colorado Springs. Find the best places to be online, 
learn easy improvements that make a website more 
attractive to your clients, explore some of the basic 
ways to use social media as a part of your online 
marketing campaigns. Cost: $15 members, $20 
nonmembers. Bring your lunch. Pre-payment & 
registration required: call 481-4877 x100 or visit 
www.trilakesbi.org.

• Macular Degeneration Support Group for the 
Visually Impaired, Thu., Jan. 19, 1-2 p.m. Meets 
3rd Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x23. 

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Jan. 19, 6:
30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble 
Beach Way, Monument. New members and visitors 
welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed 
Kinney, 481-2750.

• Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting: Annual 
Potluck Dinner & Membership Meeting, Thu., 
Jan. 19, 6:30 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Bring a side dish or dessert to share. Info: 
559-0837, or visit palmerdividehistory.org.

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon: 
Leadership Development and Community 
Engagement by Susan Saksa, Executive Director, 
Leadership Pikes Peak, Fri., Jan. 20, 11 a.m., MoZaic 
Restaurant, The Inn at Palmer Lake. RSVP: Charlie 
Ann Hayes, nonahayes@comcast.net, 481-9693, or 
Maureen Kral, reenbean@aol.com, 282-0164. The 
luncheons are open to all current TLWC members 
and their guests. Membership is open to all women 
living in School District 38. The club sponsors 
the Wine and Roses event in October and the Pine 
Forest Antique & Garden Show & Sale in April. 
Proceeds from these events benefit local nonprofit 
groups. Visit www.tlwc.net or contact Kathy Murphy, 
murphys13@comcast.net, or Sandra Sciadni, suzyisp
erfect@yahoo.com. 

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Jan. 
20, 11:30 a.m., Falcon Club on the Academy. Guest 
speaker Bill Slaughter from the Pikes Peak Ad-A-
Man club will speak about the adventure of climbing 
Pikes Peak on New Year’s Eve. Cost: $15. RSVP 
by Jan. 13, 6 p.m., to Dianne Cleaver, 330-8748, 
cleaverdb@comcast.net; Marilyn LaRue, 488-6892, 
mlynLaRue@aol.com; or Nadine Bools, 487-3125, 
nabbols@q.com.

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Jan. 21, 
9 a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D Jackson 
Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. 
Info: Chris, 884-0832, or e-mail cabernathy@woodm
oor.com. 

• Tri-Lakes Business Incubator Low-cost 
Workshop: From Business Owner to Employer–
managing employee issues, Tue., Jan. 24, 10-11 
a.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd, Colorado Springs. Cost: 
$5 TLBI members, $10 non-members. Prepayment 
& registration required: call 481-4877 x100 or visit 
www.trilakesbi.org. 

• Senior Social, Wed., Jan. 25, 1-4 p.m., Fellowship 
Hall of the Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 
Black Forest Rd. The Black Forest Lutheran Church 
and the Black Forest AARP Chapter # 1100 invite 
area seniors for an afternoon of socializing. All are 
welcome; bring a friend and enjoy chatting, doing 
handiwork, or playing Mexican train dominoes. Light 
refreshments will be served. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: Lavonne, 495-4021.

• Tri-Lakes Business Incubator Low-cost 
Workshop: Networking 101, Thu., Jan. 26, 4-6 
p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd, Colorado Springs. 
Explore the different possibilities that would 
change your marketing strategy and help your sales 
become 100% word-of-mouth generated! Cost: $15 
TLBI members, $20 non-members. Prepayment & 
registration required: call 481-4877 x100 or visit 
www.trilakesbi.org. 

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch & Meeting, Thu., Feb. 2, 11:30 a.m., Tri-
Lakes Fire Department Administrative Building, 166 
Second St., Monument (Second at Jefferson). Bring 
a food dish to share and your own dinner service and 
flatware. Meets 1st Thu. each month except Jan. and 
unless D-38 is delayed or closed due to bad weather. 

Newcomers are welcome. Please call Irene if you 
are bringing a “first-time” guest so she can bring the 
handmade guest gift. Anyone needing a ride to the 
meeting may call Faye Brenneman, 488-0076. RSVP 
& info: Irene Walters, 481-1188, or Jean Sanger, 592-
9311.

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Feb. 2, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, or 
e-mail teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com.

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and 
kids in your area. Weekly activities and playgroups 
scheduled throughout the month for ages birth and 
up. Moms in Monument and Palmer Lake visit http:
//sites.google.com/site/monumentmoms/ or e-mail 
monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. Moms in ZIP 
80921 and parts of Black Forest contact Kim L., 488-
9665 Info: visit www.cosnorthmomsclub.com. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Christmas Tree Pick-up & Recycling for Boy 

Scout Troop 194, Sat., Jan. 7. Gleneagle Troop 
194 will pick up your tree from your driveway, 
front porch, or curbside. $10 donation suggested. To 
schedule pick-up, call Miriam, 481-4776, or e-mail 
shambachsm@msn.com. 

• Recycle your Christmas tree, Sat.-Sun., Jan. 7-8, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., Baptist Road at Old Denver Hwy. Drop 
off your natural-grown tree. Please remove all lights 
and decorations first. Discarded trees will be ground 
into mulch that will be given away free to El Paso 
County residents on a self-serve basis while supplies 
last. A suggested tax-deductible contribution of $5 
supports El Pomar Youth Sports Programs throughout 
El Paso County. Info: El Paso County Environmental 
Services, 520-7878; or visit the websites 
www.elpasoco.com or www.TreecycleCOS.org. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage with 
Cathy Fink & Marcy Marxer, Fri., Jan. 13, opening 
act at 7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Two-time Grammy 
winners perform traditional and contemporary folk, 
old time country, and swing music. Cost: $7 general, 
$4 BRAS members, $5 non-member students.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Family Day-Geology, Sat., Jan. 14, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m., special presentations at 11 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m. A day of fossils, minerals, rocks, and more. 
Representatives from the Denver Museum of Nature 
& Science, Florissant Fossil Beds, and Colorado 
Springs Mineralogical Society will offer interactive 
demonstrations. Cost: $8 adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 
seniors & students, $4 children 3-12, free to children 
under 3 & museum members. WMMI is located at 

Parting Shots

Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 15,200 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at
(719) 488-3455 or johnheiser@ocn.me. 

Santa visits Senior Lunch

Santa (Chief Moreland of the Palmer Lake Police 
Department) visited senior lunch Dec. 19. Photo 

provided by Jen Martin.
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225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A) in Colorado 
Springs. RSVP & info: e-mail rsvp@wmmi.org, 488-
0880, or visit www.wmmi.org. 

• Therapeutic Riding Center Open House, Sat., Jan. 
14, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., By the Weghe Farms, 7103 S. Hwy 
83, Franktown. Boots and Saddles Therapeutic Riding 
Center offers equine-assisted activities to children 
and adults with cognitive and physical disabilities. 
Volunteers are needed for sidewalkers to assist the 
rider during class, for horse handlers, office help, 
fundraising, and general ranch maintenance. Find out 
more at this open house. Volunteer training will be 
Jan. 21, 9 a.m. to noon. Info: 303-688-1388.

• Thin Air Jazz Concert, Sat., Jan. 14, 7 p.m., Tri-
Lakes Center of The Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 
A 14-member jazz band. Cost: $12 members, $15 
nonmembers. Info: 481-0475 or visit trilakesarts.org/
events. 

• Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Tue., Jan. 
17, 3-7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St., 
Monument. No appointment necessary; please bring 
copy of license or ID. Info: call nurse Jackie Sward, 
481-4864 x103. 

• Monument Academy Information Night, Tue., 
Jan. 17, 7 p.m., 1150 Village Ridge Pt., Monument. 
Find out about the Monument Academy difference. 
Another information night will be held Jan. 26. Info: 
481-1950, www.monumentacademy.net.

• Knights of Columbus Youth Free Throw 
Championship, Sat., Jan. 21, 9 a.m.-noon, St. 
Peter Catholic School gymnasium (Parish Hall), 55 
N. Jefferson St., Monument. Boys and girls ages 10 
to 14 are invited to participate in the local level of 
competition for the 2011 Knights of Columbus Free 
Throw Championship. Winners progress through 
local, district, and state competitions. Participants 
are required to furnish proof of age and written 
parental consent. Entry forms will be available at the 
competition. Info: Rob Hoette, 481-8294.

• Therapeutic Riding Center Volunteer Training, 
Sat., Jan. 21, 9 a.m.-noon, By the Weghe Farms, 
7103 S. Hwy 83, Franktown. Boots and Saddles 
Therapeutic Riding Center offers equine-assisted 
activities to children and adults with cognitive and 
physical disabilities. Info: 303-688-1388. 

• The Mutual Consent Radio Company presents: 
The WYNOT Radio Theatre Show, “Death Wore 
Elevator Shoes,” Sat., Jan. 21, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes 
Center of The Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. A 
hilarious comedy troupe! Cost: $10 members, $15 
nonmembers. Info: 481-0475 or visit trilakesarts.org/
events.

• Play for the Piano Concerts presents Mountain 
Holler & Jessum Buds Bluegrass Bands, Sat., Jan. 
21, 7 p.m., Black Forest Community Church, 6845 
Shoup Rd. Cost: $10 in advance, $12 at the door. 
Children under 12 half price, under 5 are free. Info: 
495-2207 Mon.-Thu,. 8-11 a.m. or visit playforthepia
no.weebly.com. 

• Monument Academy Information Night, Thu., 
Jan. 26, 7 p.m., 1150 Village Ridge Pt., Monument. 
Find out about the Monument Academy difference. 
Info: 481-1950, www.monumentacademy.net.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage: Duncan 
Phillips & Long Gone CD Release Tribute To Utah 
Phillips, Fri., Jan. 27, opening act at 7 p.m., Black 
Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at 
Shoup Road. Cost: $7 general, $4 BRAS members, 
$5 non-member students. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, 
or e-mail jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit www.blackrose
acoustic.org. 

• Casino Night, Sat., Jan. 28, 7-11 p.m., Sundance 
Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. 
Poker, roulette, craps, appetizers, cash bar, prizes, 

and more. Cost: $45 per person, 2 for $80 in advance; 
$50 per person at the door. Tickets & info: Tri-Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce, 300 Hwy 105, Monument or 
call 481-3282.

• Positively Pikes Peak, the Pikes Peak Region Sings 
Bob Dylan, Sat., Jan. 28, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center 
of The Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 15 talented 
performers. Cost (includes a CD): $12 members, $15 
nonmembers. Info: 481-0475 or visit trilakesarts.org/
events. 

• St. Peter Catholic School Open House, Fri., Feb. 3, 
9 a.m.-2 p.m., 124 First Street, Monument. Find out 
about the curriculum and financial aid offered. Full 
& half-day preschool available. Info: 481-1855 or 
www.ucsppr.org.

• Free Stroke and Heart Attack Recognition Class, 
Wed., Feb. 8, 9-11 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran 
Church, 12455 Black Forest Rd. Personnel from 
the Black Forest Fire and Rescue will tell how to 
recognize the indicators of stroke and heart attack 
and how to respond. Free and open to the public. All 
attending the class are invited to stay for the noon 
lunch with the Black Forest AARP chapter. Guest 
speaker Walt Sealy will discuss fire hazard mitigation. 
If School District #20 cancels or delays school due 
to weather that day, the class and meeting will be 
rescheduled. Info: Gwen, 495-2176.

• Rocky Mountain Music Association (RMMA) Free 
Concert, Sat., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Forestgate Presbyterian 
Church, 970 Northgate Blvd. The second concert in 
the RMMA series features John and Gail Carpenter, 
the Singing Sweethearts, singing everything from 
Grand Opera to Broadway. Both John and Gail have 
sung with the Metropolitan Opera among many other 
venues. Seating is limited so reserve in advance: Call 
646-2791 or visit rmmaonline.org.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by 
local governmental entities and not-for-profit organiza-
tions. We include events that are open to the general pub-
lic and are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If 
space is available, complimentary calendar listings are 
included, when requested, for events advertised in the 
current issue. To have your event listed at no charge in 
Our Community Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send 
the information to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor on topics of general interest. The OCN editorial 
board has established a policy that we do not know-
ingly print letters that have appeared in substantially 
the same form elsewhere. Please identify your sub-
mission as a letter to the editor and include your full 
name, home address, and day and evening phone 
numbers. A limit of 300 words is recommended. 
Letters may be edited for length, grammar, and ac-
curacy. Send your letter to editor@ocn.me or mail 
to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, Monu-
ment, Colorado 80132-1742. In response to problems 
receiving e-mail, if you send your letter by e-mail, 
we will send an e-mail acknowldegement. If you do 
not receive an acknowledgement, please call Susan 
Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we have re-
ceived your letter.

Our Community News is printed by Signature 
Offset in Colorado Springs using post consumer 

waste recycled paper and 
soy bean-based water-soluable inks. 

For more information, visit 
www.definingsustainableprinting.com.

Please recycle.

Paid Advertisement

Look for our next issue 
Saturday, Feb. 4  

Ad Reservations: Fri., Jan. 20
Finished ads in electronic format 

are due by Fri., Jan. 27
Letter Due Date: Fri., Jan. 27 
Visit our web site to read, download, 

and search all the back issues at  
WWW.OCN.ME

Circulation
Print Run: 16,000 

Mail Delivery: 15,311 
Stacks: 689

The Rabbi�s Corner 
Unfortunately

By Oswald Garagorry
A great concern among the majority of Jewish 

families is a deep-seated desire for their offspring to be 
dedicated followers of HaShem. Unfortunately, in 
many families it is not happening. This prompts the 
parents to question themselves about why or where 
they have failed, and with sadness in their hearts, they 
look back on the dedicated lives of their parents, or the 
sacrifice and commitment of their grandparents. They 
realize the same level of commitment is not happening 
with their families today. 

For one, our ancestors were more prone to follow 
instructions. Our kids today are more prone to question 
everything. But where does the problem lie? What is 
lacking? In the next few issues of OCN, some ideas 
will be offered for consideration. Courage is required 
to look at these ideas because it will deal with the core 
of contemporary Rabbinical Judaism. In our view, this 
approach to the practice of the Hebrew faith has gone 
far beyond what YHWH gave to Moshe to instruct the 
people or the directions carried forth by Joshua. For 
example, let�s look at the Kosher teaching in the Torah 
as opposed to what has been taught by Rabbinical Ju-
daism today - it is not the same. The Torah has a list in 
Leviticus 23 of what we can eat and what we cannot 
eat. Yet, in Exodus 23:19 it states, �You shall not cook 
the kid in the milk of its mother.� Which the Sages ad-
mit had to do with a common Canaanite fertility prac-
tice. Yet in The Stone Edition of the Tanach (a Jewish 
publication) Art Scroll Series Mesorah Publications 
LTD @ page 192 a footnote states: �The prohibition 
against cooking meat and milk applies to all ages and 
species of sheep [and cattle; Rabbinic Law extends it to 
all kosher meat and fowl.] The Torah mentions this 
prohibition three times: from which the Sages derive
that there are three elements of prohibitions. It is for-
bidden to cook the mixture; to eat it; and even to bene-
fit from it� (Rashi � italics are mine). 

To us who practice Tanakhee Judaism, the Torah 
of HaShem is supreme; far beyond all and any opinion 
be it �Rabbinical Law� or �Sage.� We do not attribute 
such authority to opinions of other men. In our view, 
no man has the right in the sight of YHWH to extend or 
derive from the Torah�s instructions and to make laws 
for people to follow. If someone will accept men�s 
opinion as a source of instruction, he is no longer a fol-
lower of HaShem�s Torah. Once, in Jerusalem, John 
the Immerser referred to himself as a lonely voice cry-
ing out in the wilderness; Isaiah 40:1-31 (such as we 
are here). Messiah addressed those who were extenders 
and derivers by telling them, �Woe to you, Torah ex-
perts! You load people down with burdens they can 
hardly bear and you will not lift a finger to help them!� 
Luke 11:46 CJB

Young people today are desirous to know the God 
of Israel; the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. They 
are not interested in the burdens placed 
upon them by extenders and derivers.

Shalom to You! 

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi of 
Aliyah Congregation that meets  

Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
at 19925 Monument Hill Road. 

www.aliyahcongregation.com � (719) 330-2382 
Visitors are welcome! 
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Custom
Design
Decks

& repairs
* New Decks * 

* Tear-out & replace * 
* Repairs * 

* Redwood or 
 composite * 

649-6798
Over 20 years experience. 

Licensed & Insured. 

BASEMENT
FINISHING

* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates * 

�Pool Hall� with an open home theater 
�Whether you know exactly what you want 

 or don�t have a clue where to start, I can help.� 
488-9812 John Bailey / Bailey Homes 

Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 
www.BaileyHomesMonument.com 

�Pool Hall� with an open home theater 

Check out our updated website and photo gallery: 

BaileyHomesMonument.com

Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor Drive  
(just above 105 where the view is great!) 

481-0808

FREE DRINKS FOR
ZIP CODE 80132!

That's right, locals get a drink  
at Oakleys for FREE!

Beer, House Wine, or even a Mixed Well Drink! 

It's our way of saying THANKS  
to the LOCALS for three great years!

*Just present a valid Colorado Driver�s License with 80132 zip code. 
Limit one per resident at least 21 years old.  

Offer valid thru 1/30/12.

Everything is handcrafted in Colorado and the USA. 
95% of our artisans are local. 

Come visit us for custom log furniture, custom 
paintings, home décor, candles, gourmet foods, 

Colorado honey, custom baskets, and much more! 

Daily refreshments while you shop: Gourmet teas 
and coffee as well as homemade breads  

and soups to enjoy! 

This ad good for $2 OFF our signature candle!

Visit us on Facebook for daily  
check-in deals and specials! 

341 Front Street, Unit 2, Historic Downtown Monument

(719) 481-4888         www.frogonalimb.com

Frog on a Limb Primitives 
A unique store  

with a unique promise: 
Made in the USA!

For Men and Women

50% OFF Laser
Limited Time Offer

Laser Hair Removal 
Sun Spot Removal 
Leg Spider Veins

Botox $9 per unit
Limited Time Offer 

Relaxing  
European Facials 

Mountain Man Facials 
Teen Facials

Microdermabrasion 
Obagi Medical BLT 

Peel�Brighter,  
Lighter and Tighter Skin

Erase Spider Veins 
Skin Tags

Obagi Medical  
Skin Care 

For All Skin Types

           SKIN AND LASER CENTER 

A NEW YEAR- 
A NEW YOU! 

NOW OPEN IN LARKSPUR! 
9164 Spruce Mountain  

Road, Unit B 
Larkspur, CO 80118

(720) 379-3584 
www.spa-medica.net
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