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Free

Upcoming
Local Events

See pages 31-35 for details
of these and many other
local events.

Visions of Light Free Opening
Reception at TLCA, Sat., Mar. 3, 5:
30-7:30 p.m.

Fox Run Regional Park 2012
Improvements Open House, Mon.,
Mar. 5, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

D-38 Chess Tournament, Sat., Mar. 10,
8:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Western Museum of Mining &
Industry (WMMI): Family
Exploration Day-Women In
Mining, Sat., Mar. 10, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

NEPCO Meeting, Sat., Mar. 10, 10
a.m.-noon. Xeriscape.

Wendy Woo Concert, Sat., Mar. 10, 7
p.m.

Chamber Bowl, Sun., Mar. 11, 1-4 p.m.

Palmer Lake Historical Society
Meeting: “Colorado Railroad Ice
Houses”, Thu., Mar. 15, 7 p.m.

Poetry Night, Fri., Mar. 16, 5-8 p.m.

Jerry Barlow Concert, Sat., Mar. 17,
7p.m.

Rocky Mountain Music Alliance Free
Concert, Sat. Mar. 17, 7 p.m.

Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive,
Tue., Mar. 20, 3-7 p.m.

WYNOT Radio, Sat., Mar. 24, 7 p.m.

Palmer Lake After Dark, Fri., Mar. 30,
8-11 p.m.

Stephanie Bettman Concert, Sat., Mar.
31,7 p.m.

Palmer Lake and Monument Easter
Egg Hunts, Sat., Apr. 7, 10 am. - 2
p.m.

Palmer Lake’s Easter Pancake
Breakfast, Sun., Apr. 8, 7-11 a.m.

Above: From Feb. 2-4, the Tri-Lakes area received 16-24" of snow. Palmer
Lake children used a hill by Estemere and snow to make jump, creating their
own sled riding challenge. Photo by David Futey. See page 28 for an additional

photo.

Correction - Make that LPES not PLES: The caption for our Feb. 4 front page
photo of D-38 students who won a Rubik’'s Cube contest said they were from
Palmer Lake Elementary School. As noted in the adjoining article, the students
were actually from Lewis-Palmer Elementary School. OCN regrets the error.
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A Perspective on Our Community

Nutrients, wastewater, and
why you should care

By Susan Hindman

Starting on March 12, and scheduled to
last for at least three days, Colorado’s
Water Quality Control Commission will
hold hearings on regulations it hopes to
pass that are intended to further clean up
the treated wastewater discharged into
streams and rivers from wastewater treat-
ment facilities across the state.

On the surface, this sounds like
a good thing. The problem is that the
regulations would target all facilities uni-
formly, even if their “effluent” is already
clean—and in many cases, it is. And if
they are approved, hold on to your wallet:
The cost to comply is going to be stagger-
ing, and everyone in the Tri-Lakes area
who is a customer of a wastewater district
will pay.

The prospects of complying with the
proposed Regulations 31 and 85—which
would impose numeric restrictions on

various compounds of phosphorus and
nitrogen in effluent—has infuriated and
frightened many wastewater districts’
staffs, boards, and constituents across the
state. State officials point to their science
and the need to satisfy the EPA; experts
that districts hired found that science
flawed. The fight has finally caught the
attention of state legislators.

Efforts to delay, stop, or modify the
regulations have intensified over the past
year, spawning the formation of coali-
tions of districts intent on protecting their
constituents from the jaw-dropping dol-
lars this will cost them. These coalitions
have hired numerous experts on ecosys-
tems—environmental lawyers, statisti-
cians, stream and reservoir biologists,
laboratory chemists, and civil engineer-
ing firms—who have worked nonstop
to dissect the hundreds of megabytes of

(Continued on page 2)

Majority
In survey
support
proposed
D-38 bus fee

By Harriet Halbig

On Feb. 16, two members of the commit-

tee to investigate bus transportation fees

reported to the Board of Education that

a majority of survey respondents favored

the proposed fees. Georgina Gittins, a

Bear Creek parent, and Tom Pulford,

a Bear Creek teacher, represented the

committee.

Gittins said that committee mem-
bers had met with parent-teacher organi-
zations at all schools and with such com-
munity groups as the Kiwanis and the
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club to get input.

Gittins stated students on free or
reduced-cost lunches and those whose
Individual Education Plan (IEP) required
bus transportation would not be charged
a fee for bus use.

The community submitted 416 sur-
vey responses. Gittins and Pulford sum-
marized the responses, noting that 56.5
percent favored a transportation fee if it
would help to maintain a quality educa-
tion in the district.

Some common responses on the
survey were:

e Charging a fee per ride rather than a
monthly flat fee is fairer.

e There should be a cap to the fees
charged each family.

e Adding a fee for transportation
seems like a tax increase.

e There should be a discount for fami-
lies with several children who use
the service.

Gittins said that video of the public meet-

ings is available on the district website,

or go to www.ustream.tv/channel/lpsd-
live.

Gittens listed these among the posi-
tive effects of charging a fee:

»  $200,000 raised annually would re-
sult in fewer cuts.

e Only those who use the service
would pay the fee.

e The equipment needed to implement
the fee has been funded by a grant
received last year.

Among the negative effects are:

* It would present a financial hardship
to those in a weakened position.

e The burden of cost is on users only.

*  Traffic congestion would increase
around schools as more parents
drive their children to school.

Representing the district’s administra-

tion, Assistant Superintendent Cheryl

Wangeman and Transportation Manager

Robin Mossman said that a decision must

be made by March to allow time for

implementation in the 2012-13 school

(Continued on page 6)
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NUTRIENTS (from pl)

data, verbiage, and scien-
tific literature presented in
a multitude of stakeholder
meetings.

Even a month before
the hearings, the outcome
was still a moving target.
When all this started,

all 319 wastewater treat-
ment plants across the
state were affected by
both regulations. Over the

(
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course of a year of nonstop
meetings and rebuttals, the
number of plants affected
has dropped. Even as this
article was being written,
stakeholder meetings al-
tered the course of events.
In the most recent versions
of Regulations 31 and 85
published by the Water
Quality Control Division
on Feb. 17, the number of
plants affected by Regula-

i
i
i
i

tion 85 was unexpectedly
reduced from 109 to 44.
The Tri-Lakes Wastewa-
ter Treatment Facility in
Monument is still affected,
but the Upper Monument
Creek Regional Waste-
water Treatment Facility
is suddenly exempt. The
EPA, however, disagrees
with limiting the number
of plants affected by the
regulation.

All treatment plants
may yet be affected by
Regulation 31; that will be
decided at the March meet-
ing. This would include
Upper Monument and the
other local treatment plant,
operated by the Academy
Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict, which is also exempt
from Regulation 85.

Across the state, the
initial cost estimates for
complying with the new
regulations on Colorado’s
wastewater treatment
plants range from $2.4
billion to $25 billion. With
only about $40 million to
$50 million per year avail-
able for loans and grants—
and a current backlog of

Chicken Salad
Homemade Soups
Breakfast Burritos
Fine Tea & Coffee
Delicious Desserts

Jan Hunt Dawson

Acrylic, Oil & Watercolor
Exhibit thru March 24

Open 8am-spm, Tues - Fri
Monument, CO Open 8am-4pm, Saturday

www.wisdomteahouse.com
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$3 billion in needed wastewater
projects across the state, ac-
cording to the Colorado Water
Resources and Power Develop-
ment Authority—no significant
funding will be available for the
mandate that will be created by
the new regulations.

So the costs for complying
will, according to the Water
Quality Control Division, be
passed on directly to customers
by increasing user fees or prop-
erty taxes, because the long-term
costs are so high that some dis-
tricts might need a mill levy, or
an increase in current mill levy,
to pay for them.

On a local level, what would
that translate to? Monument San-
itation District Manager Mike
Wicklund says to finance Regula-
tion 31 alone, his district’s 1,060
customers could see increases of
$100 a month in service fees for
expanded wastewater treatment.
And what will it buy?

“There will be no significant
improvement to the water
quality along Monument
Creek as a result of these
regulations,” says Wick-
lund. “No one with the EPA
or the state has shown that
any of the wastewater facili-
ties along Monument Creek
is responsible for a nutrient
problem, so why are we
having to treat nitrogen to
these expensive, unattain-
able levels?”

What’s driving the

regulations?
Phosphates, nitrates, and
nitrites are necessary for
life in an aquatic ecosys-
tem. When there are too
many nutrients in the water,
they can become harmful

by causing excess algae and
chlorophyll-a, which reduces
the amount of dissolved oxygen,
alters the pH, and makes water
cloudy and smell bad. Excess
algae have been found in a few of
the reservoirs that provide water
to the Denver metropolitan area.
The overarching problem is that
algae are a major cause of the
oxygen-depleted “dead zone” in
the Gulf of Mexico at the mouth
of the Mississippi River, and
that’s what is driving the EPA,
says Wicklund.

Around 90 percent of the nu-
trients that make it to Colorado’s
streams and rivers comes from

farming, ranching, wildlife,
natural vegetation, and natural
geologic influence; about 10

percent comes from wastewater
treatment facilities. “The EPA
and the Colorado Department of
Public Health and Environment
have no legal authority over the
former, only the latter,” he says.
“The cost to comply with these

regulations will only mitigate 10
percent of the source.”

Regulation 31 establishes
statewide interim standard nu-
meric limits for total phosphorus
and total nitrogen in effluent
discharged into warm or cold
waters, starting in 2022. Interim
Control Regulation 85, a 10-year
regulation, mandates the instal-
lation of new nutrient removal
technology over the next 10
years.

The proposed numeric nutri-
ent limits are the state’s response
to the EPA’s Clean Water Act of
1972, which says that state wa-
ters shall be “free from harm.”
The act does not deal with nutri-
ents specifically; it only requires
that states adopt water quality
standards to protect “designated
uses” such as recreation that have
been identified for all bodies of
water. The EPA has expressed a
“preference” for numeric criteria
for streams rather than site-spe-
cific effluent limits.

@
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Kindergarten Screening March 13 & 14, 12-3
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Awnings, Appliances,
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing,
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+ NCA Accredited, State Licensed + Core Knowledge Curriculum
+ Dedicated to Catholic Values + Everyday Math

+ Financial Aid Available + Highly Qualified Teachers
+ Full Day & Half Day Preschool  « Limited Class Size
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Fr. Don Brownstein
Pastor

Mary Hoffmann
Principal

719-481-1855

124 First Street, Monument - www.ucsppr.org
St. Peter Catholic School will provide a Christ-centered education that
meets individual student needs and will develop all children spiritually
and educationally to become leaders in the church and the world.

[-25 & Baptist Road—Adjacent to King Soopers
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday

10 am to 7 pm Sunday

719-481-0708

e Over 1,100 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines
e 500 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers
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Page 4

Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME

Vol. 12 No. 3
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Monument
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Graduate of the prestigious
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 25 years'
Teaching Experience

Call Mike at 487-8435

Great Spring Break

Programs for Kids
(& Grownups!) Call for details.

20% OFF

Any class (except metal clay)
Offer good through 3/31/12.

www.beadcorneronline.com

The agency has not provided specific limits to Colo-
rado, but still expects the state to come up with its own
numbers that “protect the uses” of each stream segment
and lake or reservoir. EPA regulations state these hum-
bers must be scientifically defensible and take into ac-
count local conditions. “And, to make it more confusing,”
says Jim Kendrick, of Monument Sanitation District, “the
limits in Regulation 31 are only interim requirements that
are a first step toward making state waters look as if there
were no people eating or taking vitamins in Colorado.
The long-term nitrogen limits proposed in Reg 31 are
unattainable.”

“The one-size-fits-all standards proposed by Reg 31,”
he continued, “have the long-term goal of making every
stream, creek, and reservoir swimmable and fishable.
In the end, people will still not be able to fish or kayak
in Monument Creek. It’s an inch deep and a yard wide
in Monument. And oh, by the way, Monument Creek’s
ecosystem is in excellent condition as shown in a 2011
study by the state’s top ecological consulting firm that
was paid for by the local wastewater districts that own the
Tri-Lakes facility.”

Still, the state’s response has been to propose nutrient
limits that would apply uniformly throughout Colorado.
But because aquatic ecosystems are so complex and var-
ied throughout the eight different geographical regions in
Colorado, the effect of these nutrients on concentrations
of chlorophyll-a and densities of algae in state waters
varies widely, says Kendrick. He has worked extensively

Family Horse Boarding

For 1-2 geldings or mares on 12-acre family horse property.
Barn, tack room, corral, arena, pasture & trailer parking. W\
Grass hay fed. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter. 6\

Call Rick at 481-6660

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-
ment for learning.

Now accepting
new students.

— /; www.pianobypam.com
646-2791

Call Pam Brunson

Buite A in the West End Center
755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile west of Monument Safeway)

- Yoga )
Pathways
Studio

Yoga, Tai Chi & Private Classes
March workshop and
schedule info on website

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com
Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858

Tri-Lakes Counseling Center

Melanie A. Rountree
MA, NCC
Professional Counselor

Adolescents, Trauma, Couples, Family
236 N. Washington St., Ste 8 East, Monument, CO 80132
Phone: (719) 201-3510 Fax: (719) 488-5920

www.trilakescounselingcenter.com

with the Colorado Nutrient Coalition (CNC), which rep-
resents 71 special wastewater districts across the state and
is the largest group opposing the proposed regulations.

In addition, says Wicklund, streams and rivers natu-
rally take care of dispersing some of the nutrients. “The
nutrients from the Tri-Lakes facility’s effluent are virtu-
ally undetectable, due to the amount consumed by the
aquatic life in Monument Creek by the time it reaches the
Air Force Academy. These nutrients certainly do not con-
tribute to the dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico,” he says.
“There are only a couple of places in the state that have
that problem, and it’s not Monument Creek.”

A coordinated response

Kendrick has taken the lead in coordinating a strong Tri-
Lakes region response to the concerns, worked to gain
funding for the experts and lawyers needed to interpret
data, driven to Denver several times a month for meet-
ings at all levels of the process, and juggled volumes of
emails. Wicklund has also taken a lead role in compos-
ing letters and making statements at those meetings. He
and Kendrick formed the Colorado Rural Communities
Coalition with Jim Heckman, district manager of Foun-
tain Sanitation District. This coalition has 13 member
districts, including all of the Tri-Lakes area wastewater
districts, and it sent several letters opposing the regula-
tions to Gov. John Hickenlooper and the Water Quality
Control Division.

The CNC vigorously disputes the science and rea-
sons behind the effluent limits that the state chose for its
regulations. It claims that “healthy ecological conditions”
already exist in most Colorado waters with the current
nitrogen concentrations; that the EPA has approved nutri-
ent programs in other states that have no component for
removal of total nitrogen from wastewater facility efflu-
ent; that removing phosphorus only would be less costly
and possibly solve the algae problem at far less expense;
and that based on case-specific information provided by
the Colorado Water Resources and Power Development
Authority’s cost-benefit study of these two proposed
regulations, “the benefits of total nitrogen reduction
have been grossly overestimated and the costs have been
grossly underreported.”

Furthermore, says the CNC, the technology does
not even exist to treat wastewater facility effluent down
to those interim total nitrogen limits listed in Regulation
31. “The long-term total nitrogen limits that the EPA is
already demanding are even more unattainable,” says

Certified Quickbooks Pro Advisor




Saturday, March 3, 2012

COOCH N

Page 5

Above: Jim Kendrick points out that Monument
Creek is too shallow and too narrow to generate

cover the costs of mandates when there is no federal law
or regulation that requires their imposition. The Pikes
Peak Area Council of Governments saw the urgency in
the issue and sent a letter to the governor urging him to
block the state proposed regulations several weeks ago.

In January, Rep. Marsha Looper (R) and Sen. Keith
King (R) introduced House Bill 12-1161 that would
establish a state scientific advisory board to perform a
scientific peer review of the proposed total phosphorus,
total nitrogen, and chlorophyll-a limits for state waters in
Regulation 31, as well as the mandates on other related
water quality parameters. As of this writing, the bill was
still going through the committee process.

Looking at the effects locally

While no final costs will be known until after the
division’s Water Quality Control Commission makes its
decision in March, all three local facilities risk being af-

to $11 million; no estimates have been attempted for
Regulation 31 compliance.
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the $88 million in new fishing and boating revenue fected.

that the state has claimed would be a direct . The Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility has

benefit of requiring removal of more nutrients three owner districts. Monument Sanitation District
from wastewater treatment facility effluent in the has about 1,000 houses and about 60 commercial/

Fountain Creek watershed of the Arkansas River industrial taps. Palmer Lake Sanitation District

basin. The photo also shows the sandy bottom of has about 1,000 houses and about 50 commercial/
Monument Creek next to the Tri-Lakes Wastewater industrial taps. Woodmoor Water and Sanitation

Treatment Facility, which inhibits growth of the District has about 3,500 houses and about 15 com-
macroinvertebrates used to measure stream mercial taps. Because of its upstream location, the

health, and the lack of a}lgae, the primary target of facility is the first of the three treatment facilities to
the proposeq new nUtr!em regulations. Photo by empty its effluent into Monument Creek, just above
Bill Burks, Tri-Lakes facility manager. Baptist Road. The “very preliminary” engineering

estimate to comply with Regulation 85 is $7 million

Call Gerry at 481-4497

For all your
plumbing
needs

Plumbing, LLC 719.633-6948 (ofc)
Shawn Heer, Principal 719.351.3573 (cell)

| Mention this ad for 15% OFF labor! |

Kendrick. “Every Colorado wastewater treatment facil-
ity would have to request a discharger-specific variance
for years to come for every three-year river basin hearing
cycle. This will require millions of dollars in consultant
fees for experts in environmental law, science, statistics,
and engineering design and construction because of the
proposed state Regulation 31. The Arkansas River and
Fountain Creek can never be cleaned up to those impos-
sible limits.”

The CNC argues that the proposed regulations go
against Hickenlooper’s Executive Order 5 that directs
state agencies to ensure that state funding is available to

The Rocky Mountain Music Alliance proudly presents...

A FREE Concert Saturday, Mar. 17, 7 p.m.

Forestgate Presbyterian Church, 970 North Gate Rd. 80921

Our last concert for
this season features
Bulgarian pianist Dr.
Zahari Metchkov,
Assistant Professor of
Music af CSU-

Pueblo.A pianist and
an organist, Dr.
Metchkov has
performed atf such
venues as New York's
Avery Fisher Hall and
Washington's
Kennedy Center, He
has concertized in
Israel, Bulgaria, and @) S CYr g <. oz Cyyo
the United States gjx ,O anaré J%){@%(/ (ﬁ/ﬁ/ﬁ’g/ :)%/f(/
and holds three degrees from the Cleveland Institute of Music. In this highly interesting program of
French Impressionistic music, Dr. Metchkov will perform and discuss the works of Debussy, Ravel,
and Messiaen. He will be joined by violinist Geoffrey Herd in a performance of the Ravel Violin
Sonata.

Tickets are FREE but you must reserve your fickets in advance at www.rmmaonline.org
or by contacting Pam Brunson, President of RMMA, at 646-2791 or
TheRMMA@gmail.com.
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e The Upper Monument Creek Regional Wastewater
Treatment Facility also has three owner districts:
Donala Water and Sanitation District serves 2,550
houses and 56 commercial taps. Triview Metropoli-
tan District serves 1,100 houses and 36 commercial

v

t h e FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT ™
S FOR HEALTHY LIVING
< FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
TRI-LAKES YMCA
SIGN UP NOW FOR:

e Volleyball: 1st-8th grade
* Soccer: 3 years-6th grade
* Flag Football: 6-11 years
e Swim Team: 6-14 years

Tri-Lakes Family Center
17250 Jackson Creek Parkway
Monument, CO 80132

P 7194818728

www.ppymca.org
_ il

Dr. Bud Gerathy

family dentistry

We care about you.
www.monumentfamilydentistry.com
325 Second St., Suite A

719-481-4949

taps. Forest Lakes Metropolitan District, the other
owner district, has no houses yet. There are no es-
timates available yet for bringing this treatment fa-
cility into compliance with Regulation 85. It is next
in line to release into the creek, just below Baptist
Road.

e Academy Water and Sanitation District serves 300
houses, with no commercial or industrial customers,
and has two small wastewater treatment lagoons. Its
effluent empties into Smith Creek, which flows into
Monument Creek near the north gate of the Air Force
Academy. Because of its small size, Academy gets a
pass on Regulation 31, but not 85. The very prelimi-
nary engineering estimates for options to bring the
district into compliance for Regulation 85 are all over
$3 million.

Kendrick, Wicklund, and hundreds of facility operators,

board members, and their consultants will travel to the

Water Quality Control Commission hearings in March.

Some will be among the speakers scheduled to present

pros, cons, and alternatives to the nine commissioners.

If Regulation 85 passes, its impact will be immediate. If

Regulation 31 passes, it will be 10 years before its final
full impact will be felt (long after leaving the public
view). If neither regulation passes, the state warns that
the EPA will step in and mandate its own, more stringent
numbers; environment groups, which believe wastewater
facilities are the main source of the problem, have prom-
ised to sue.

People who work in the wastewater treatment busi-
ness are not opposed to clean water; they monitor the
numbers every day to make sure the effluent they release
into Monument Creek stays clean.

Says Kendrick, “The wastewater treatment facility
operators and staffs of the Tri-Lakes region wastewater
special districts are hands-on stewards of the environ-
ment who take pride in the work they do to ensure that
their plants work as efficiently and effectively as they
can.”

Susan Hindman can be reached at
susanhindman@ocn.me.
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SYLVAN MEADOWS
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* Custom Colorado Log Home* Treed
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D-38 (Continued from page 1)

year. Mossman suggested that the following should be

considered while making the decision:

e Ifafeeisimplemented, consider offering a discount
to those who pay early.

*  Allow flexible payment plans for those who are dis-
advantaged.

e Require a small deposit from those who participate
because there may be some alterations in routes.

e Continue to review other bus fees for athletic events
and field trips.

e Consider a cap on fees for families with more than
three children using the service.

Members of the board offered a number of comments on

e JIDRATD

CONSTRUCTION INC.J

“YOUR project should be HANDCRAFTED!”
Additions = Decks * Remodels/Basement Finishes
Garages & Barns ¢ Custom Homes

15 years experience in El Paso & Douglas Counties
Licensed & Insured * BUILT GREEN CERTIFIED

Call today for a FREE Estimate: (719) 481-6170
handcraftedinc@aol.com www.handcraftedinc.com

Picmo Lessons By Becky
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the subject.

Board  Treasurer  Gail
Wilson commented that many
parents think that fees for ath-
letics and other school activities
completely cover the cost of the
activity. The board must make
them understand that this is not
the case. She also said that there
is a dichotomy between the idea
of free public education and hav-
ing to pay for transportation to
school.

Board member John Mann
said he was concerned that
some families will be strongly
impacted by the added expense
in these economic times. He was
also concerned that a limited
number of families would bear
the burden. He requested that
the board be given an indication
of what $200,000 would buy if
it were made available through
initiation of a fee.

Board Vice President Mark
Pfoff said that it was erroneous to
equate the fee with a tax, because
families would receive a service
in exchange for the fee. He said
that the board must remember
that this is an open enrollment
state and that families who object
to the fee may choose to leave the
district, which could also impact
the budget. Pfoff said he gener-
ally does not like fees and views
this as a stopgap solution to bud-
get problems. He suggested that
the district sponsor a mill levy
override (MLO) specifically to
support transportation and tech-
nology needs.

Board Secretary Robb Pike
also commented that he doesn’t
favor fees. He expressed concern
about the impact on the relation-
ship between students and bus
drivers if the drivers are put in
the position of having to enforce
the fees.

Board President Jeff Fergu-
son agreed with Wilson that the
public must understand that the
fee would only cover 9 percent
of the cost of transportation.
He suggested that the board ap-
proach transportation as it does
food service. The food service

portion of the district is self-
sustaining. He requested that Su-
perintendent John Borman and
Wangeman return to the March
meeting with a list of possible
benefits to the district resulting
from an additional $200,000 per
year from the fee.

All members of the board
expressed appreciation for the
work of the committee and the
information it provided.

For further background on
this subject, please see the article
on the District Accountability
Advisory Committee on page 4
of the February OCN.

2012-13 technology

overview

Director of Assessment, Gifted
Education and Technology Lori
Benton told the board that the
purpose of technology is to sup-
port staff and students in the pur-
suit of education. She said that
funding has been limited in the
past several years and that stu-
dents, especially on the second-
ary level, need increased access
to technology for post-secondary
and workforce readiness.

Technology in the district
falls into three categories:

e Systems, or the hard-
ware of the system

* Applications, or the
implementation of the hardware

and the handling of data

*  Classroom technology
Benton said district employees
must be trained in new systems
and prepare for a future in which
students will be able to bring
their own devices to school.

To do this, elementary wire-
less capacity must be increased
and technicians must be trained
to support multiple devices in the
school environment.

Benton reported that rep-
resentatives of Apple computer
would visit the district the fol-
lowing week to discuss the use of
“i textbooks.”

Other items

The board passed a resolution
authorizing financial counselor
David Bell and Wangeman to
prepare documents to refinance
part of the district’s 2006 gen-
eral obligation bonds to allow for
savings to taxpayers. Wangeman
told the board that, due to refi-
nancing of other bonds late last
year, legal fees will be minimal.
Bell said that he must apply for
ratings for the bonds before the
refinancing and that this applica-
tion would be completed in the
next few weeks.

Wangeman gave a first re-
port on the 2012-13 budget, say-
ing that enrollment indications
are positive. Health insurance

costs for employees are expected
to rise by 8 percent. District-
paid disability insurance will be
discontinued. The Nutrition Ser-
vices Department continues to
do well, but the number of meals
sold is decreasing. All revenues
from food service remain in that
department.

Wangeman gave an over-

view of requests from the board’s
reserves for 2012-13. The district
may draw $350,000 from the
county’s cash in lieu of land fund
once more. She requested that
there be a reserve of $94,000
for emergency repairs, $100,000
for a new bus, $170,000 for tele-
phone technology, and $320,000
for maintenance of such things as

MINS

hodontics

Gerard P. Timmins, D.D.S., M.S.

Board-Certified Orthodontic Specialist

v Complementary Initial
Visit.

v/ Personalized Care—
One patient at a time

v Doctor performs
treatment.

v All ages welcome.

v 25 years providing care
in the Tri-Lakes area.

v Flexible payment plans.

v Most insurance accepted
including military.

v Conveniently located
near LPMS and PRHS.

488=-2806 ... We've moved to
1880 Willow Park Way, Monument

Power-Rake
Aerate
Fertilizing

719-481-3332

SPRING IS NEAR

Mowing

Trimming
Vacation mow
Clean-ups

LITTLE LYNNS LAWN CARE

LET US DO THE HARD WORK FOR YOU!

SERVING THE TRI-LAKES AREA SINCE 2000!
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL US AT

719-439-0844

A LICENSED AND INSURED MONUMENT COMPANY

Skin care packed with
multiple benefits. Special

Hwy 105 Primrose St « Palmer Lake « 481-TOOT
Come see the Train!
Operated by theVolunteers

offers you don’t want to miss.
Free samples so you can try
before you buy. Free makeovers
and expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal

of the American Legion
Tri-Lakes Post 9-11

BREARFAST T 1O0/

delivery. No crowds. No parking ) ] | l 00/
hassles. No drain on your gas tank. What better Sun 8:30-10:30 | 0
way to get all your skin care and makeup! Contact LUNC“ I OFF
me today! Wed-Sun 11:00-3:00 | With this ad.
- DINN ER Notgzgg zxﬁ ziiiiljf.fers.
Kathy Davis ’Zhurs_sat 4,00_8,00 Tax, tip, and alcohol excluded.

Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/rocnest
(719) 439-8396

BINGO EVERY SAT. 7 PM!




Page 8

Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME

Vol. 12 No. 3

fences, drainage, and boilers.
She requested that money
saved during this year on en-
ergy and elimination of four bus
routes be added into the reserve
fund for next year and asked for
permission to spend $40,000 on

locks at Lewis-Palmer Middle
School to allow the school to be
put on lockdown if necessary.
The board approved the request.

The board passed a resolu-
tion requesting exclusive char-
tering authority. Local school

> RaR

Small Engines Plus

Mowers
Chainsaws

PARTS & SERVICE

Trimmers
Ride-on mowers
Repairs on all makes & models

Snow-blowers
Blowers

Big or Small, we do it all!

Pick-up & delivery available
279 Beacon Lite Road, Unit G

Licensed (LOCATED BEHIND J] TRACKS) Insured

719-481-3333

districts must annually certify to
the state that they wish to retain
this authority.

The board discussed possi-
ble generators of revenue for the
district. Mann commented that
the board cannot rely on the state

to pass on any federal funding
granted to the state. He said
that, over the past four years,
the board has cut any extra
items from its budget, putting
a burden on high school teach-
ers and cutting programs. He
said that the district needs to
offer an MLO this fall to en-
able the community to support
the system.

Ferguson agreed and
asked members of the board
what information they would
require to make the decision
to request an MLO. He said
that while the board has no
control over the emotional
turmoil caused by a presiden-
tial election, it is under the
board’s control to decide how
to present the situation to the
voters. He said that the board
should determine the wording
of the ballot initiative and what

previously eliminated pro-

N\) grams would be restored to

the district if it succeeds.
Pike said that the board

needs to decide who would

run the campaign for the

MLO and how many votes

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School

* For Children, Teens &
Adults

* Extended Office Hours
* Flexible Payment Plans

» Complimentary Exams

* Clear Braces, Invisalign &
Self Ligating Brackets

 Non-Extraction Approach
David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Member American Association of Orthodontists

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

(719) 488-3737

www.hamulaorthodontics.com

Arner'sarl Association of

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200 Monument, CO 80132

Above: Exchange students and their local hosts for the
Polish exchange program are, left to right, Alicja Dziatkiewicz,
Katherine Schweizer, Sarah Blackstone, Agata Karas, Agata
Misiaszek, Eva Witkowska, Rachel Hernandez. Not pictured
are Barbara Obrebska, Brianna McEwen, Jordan Purdham,
Denee Child (American teacher), and Anna Matkowska (Polish

teacher). Photo by Harriet Halbig.

are required for its passage. A
plan and manpower and financial
resources are needed, as well as
a plan to respond to negative
responses to the campaign. He
said the board should be specific
about the use of funds resulting
from passage of the MLO.

Pfoff expressed concern
about the political atmosphere
and wondered whether it would
be possible to have a separate,
mail-in initiative to concentrate
the public’s attention on the
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schools.

Lewis-Palmer High School
Principal Sandi Brandl intro-
duced teachers Tony Ramunno
and Julie Smith, who offered a
presentation on the school’s Sci-
ence Technology Engineering
and Math (STEM) curriculum,
focusing on the engineering
aspect. Several students demon-
strated projects for the Advanced
Mathematical Decision Mak-
ing class and other engineering
classes based in Project Lead the
Way, a curriculum for grades 9
through 12.

Ramunno said that a grant
paid the cost of software up-
grades for the district’s comput-
ers and training for the teachers
and that funding for the program
is sufficient at this time. The
software is leased. However, the
failure of a major piece of equip-
ment, such as a plotter or a 3D
printer, would cause hardship.

Smith said that representa-
tives of Project Lead the Way
would visit the school in the near
future to determine whether it
earned certification allowing
students to claim college credit
for some of the classes.

Host students and exchange
students participating in the Pol-
ish Youth Leadership Exchange
Team were introduced, along
with one exchange teacher.
Lewis-Palmer students who
spent part of last summer in
Poland developed a community
service program during their
stay. This is the second year of
the exchange.

The board approved a list of
routine matters such as minutes
of past meetings, approval of clo-
sures due to weather, retirements
and appointments of staff, policy
revisions, and requests for leaves
of absence.

*hkkkkhkkhkkhkikk

The Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict Board of Education meets
at 6 p.m. on the third Thursday
of each month at the district’s
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson
St., Monument. The next meet-
ing will be on March 15.

Harriet Halbig may be reached

at harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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D-38 responds to questions about bus fee proposal

By Harriet Halbig
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 held a
public meeting Feb. 7 to discuss the op-
tion of charging a fee for bus transporta-
tion beginning in the fall. The fee would
be charged on a per-ride basis or as a flat
monthly fee.

Students who qualify for free/reduced
lunch and students whose Individual Edu-
cation Plan (IEP) requires bus transporta-
tion would be exempt from the fee.

The fee would be implemented
through the use of a card called a zpass,
which would double as an identification
card and a way to pay for school lunches.
The pass would be swiped upon boarding
the bus regardless of whether a fee is paid
as a way of determining who is on a bus
at any given time in case of a breakdown
and to monitor use of the service.

Further background information can

dential.

e Isthe administration considering pur-
chase of different or smaller buses to
save money? The district now owns
large (70 passenger) and small (14
passenger) buses. Four routes were
cut last year in a cost saving measure.
As the population of the district in-
creases, it would be unwise to invest

in various-size buses. Some nearby
districts have saved money by imple-
menting target stops, where up to 30
students would board at once rather
than a few at a time. This is not being
considered here at this time.

The fee will only cover about 9 per-
cent of the cost of transportation.
Why not charge a higher fee? The

district’s fees are comparable to those
charged in adjoining districts.

e What are the plans for dealing
with additional traffic if the fee is
implemented? The district is aware
that more parents may opt to drive
their children to school if the fee is
implemented. The school resource
officer, police, principals, and Moss-

Only $469,900 for this elegant home in the pines on

Care-free living in Monument. 7 lots from which to choose —

be found in the article on the District
Accountability Advisory Committee on
page 4 in the February issue of OCN. ‘

all with mountain views. Prices starting at only $259,900.
Call Kim for details and floorplan.

2.5 acres. You'll love the custom cherry kitchen
with granite counters. Call soon!

Following are some of the concerns
expressed at the meeting and the respons-
es by Assistant Superintendent Cheryl
Wangeman and Transportation Manager
Robin Mossman.

e Will other kids on a bus or other
parents be able to determine which
students are riding for free due to
their free/reduced lunch status? No.
All cards will look the same. Free/
reduced lunch status is administered
by the food service department. It
would notify the Transportation De-
partment as to which students should
have the fee waived. Information on
forms filled out by parents is confi-

Don’t Miss Our Next
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Using Your IRA/401K to Invest in Real Estate

March 21,2012 at 6:30 p.m.
DeVry University
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Columbine Properties is your one-stop
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Colorado Springs to Castle Rock.
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Priced to sell at $349,000
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man would confer on changes in
traffic patterns at each campus. Some
options are to have teachers park at a
more remote location or to have two
traffic lanes rather than one for drop-

off.

Give the gift
of music
with a gift
certificate

L]

The fees for schools have gotten out
of hand for a family with four chil-
dren using the buses. Is the free lunch
designation based solely on family
income or does it take into consid-
eration the size of the family? The
designation is based on the family
income divided by the number in the
household.

What if a student loses a card? The
bus driver will make a note of the
student’s name and allow a few days
for the card to be found. A nominal
replacement cost will be charged. The
other option is to make it possible to
keep the cards on the bus.

Are provisions made for those who do
not qualify for free/reduced lunch but
who cannot pay the additional fee?
These families may ask their school
principal to waive the fee.

Has the district tried other ways to

save on transportation costs? When
Palmer Ridge High School opened
and when the two middle schools
were combined, no additional routes
were added. Instead, students were
trans-loaded part way through their
ride. In addition, four routes were
eliminated last year by extending
the walking boundaries. When teams
from both high schools are to attend
an athletic event, they share a bus.

e Will students who lost bus service
due to cuts have it restored? No, the
fee still will not pay the entire cost of
transportation.

e If parents opt out of the fee at the be-
ginning of the year, may they begin
later? Yes. By setting up an account
with a deposit of $25 on the student’s
zpass.

e Would a child be refused a ride due
to lack of a pass? In the morning, the

student would be allowed to ride. The
driver would make a note of his or her
name. In the afternoon, the student
would be asked to call parents for a
ride home.

*  Would implementation of the fee
make routes take longer? Unlikely,
as only a few students board at each
stop.

e $200,000 seems a small amount of
benefit. Why not raise taxes? The two
issues are not really linked. The hope
is that people without students in the
system will see that the district is do-
ing all it can to conserve resources
and then be more liable to favor a tax
increase.

To view the entire meeting, please go to

www.ustream.tv/channel/lpsd-live.
Harriet Halbig may be reached at

harriethalbig@ocn.me.

District Accountability Advisory Committee, Feb. 7
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plans for three schools

By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer School District
Accountability Advisory Committee
(DAAC) continued its review of im-
provement plans for district schools at
its Feb. 7 meeting.

Principal Lis Richard of Monu-
ment Charter Academy said that she
was pleased to present her school’s
information to the committee. It was
the first time in four years that she had
been invited to participate. She credited
Superintendent John Borman’s involve-
ment with the district for improving
relations between the charter and other
schools.

Richard said the academy exceeded
its achievement goals during 2010-11 by
12 percent. Overall, the academy ex-
ceeded state expectations in reading,
math, writing, and science.

\U Xy
% ©
%

N
Let us sell your Sl LVER & GOLD

on the world’s largest marketplace!

Regarding academic growth, the
academy found that among minority stu-
dents and those who needed to catch up,
the rating for the academy was “approach-
ing” expectations. She said that a number
of students who entered the academy at
the middle school or mid-elementary level
required some time to adjust to the new
curriculum. The proposed solution to the
problem is to monitor individual student
progress. When necessary, teachers will
provide intervention and support. Middle
school teachers will increase instructional
time for transfer students.

Academic growth gaps were rated
“meets” expectations among these same
two subgroups. The school has experi-
enced a surge in growth over the past
few years, introducing many students in
the midst of their education and requir-
ing them to quickly adjust to a new cur-

riculum.
Richard also answered questions
about her school from the committee.

Principal Julie Jadomski of Palmer
Lake Elementary School reported on her
school’s plan. The school exceeded federal
and state expectations in reading, math,
writing, and science. The school met 29 of
the 30 targets for Annual Yearly Progress
during the 2010-11 year.

The overall rating for growth in read-
ing is “exceeds” expectations: the rating
for math and writing is “meets.”

In terms of growth gaps, the primary
weakness is in math among free/reduced
lunch eligible students, minorities, and
students with disabilities. The current
math curriculum supplies insufficient
repetition. The school will implement
the Standout Math program to offer daily
math instruction through oral, visual, and
Kinesthetic lessons. Program materials
were purchased with local resources.

Growth in writing is also rated as
“approaching” expectations among the
disabled. It was determined that the
problem was inconsistent terminology
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in teaching writing. The school
will use the Write Tools strategy,
implemented by teachers and in-
terventionists.

Principal Gary Gabel of
Palmer Ridge High School also
presented his school’s plan. The
school meets expectations for
overall academic achievement
and exceeds state and federal
standards for post-secondary
readiness. The dropout rate at
Palmer Ridge is 0.5 percent com-
pared to the state average of 3.9
percent.

Adequate yearly progress is
being met in reading, but not in
math, primarily attributed to lack
of instruction in statistics. The
school will address this through
curriculum mapping with regard
to new state standards

Students with disabilities
are not meeting performance
indicators in reading and math.

Gabel said that high interest,
lower-level reading materials are
difficult to find and that students
with disabilities have difficulty
keeping up. Required re-teach-
ing is often not repeated often
enough.

Growth gaps in reading
and math exist for students with
disabilities. Direct instruction
of reading fundamentals for
students with disabilities began
this year.

Improvement strategies are
designed to stress direct reading
instruction across the curricu-
lum and enroll students in SRS
(specific reading skills) for direct
instruction in comprehension,
fluency, and vocabulary. There
will also be a new Language
class incorporating grammar
and usage, listening and reading
comprehension, speaking, writ-
ing, word recognition, spelling,

and vocabulary.

In another discussion, com-
mittee member Karen Shuman
suggested that DAAC find a way
to distribute information regard-
ing the depth of cuts in the budget
over the past four years. She said
that, based on response to the
proposal of transportation fees,
many members of the school
community seem unaware of the
breadth of cuts.

*kkhkkihkkikkik

The District  Accountability
Advisory Committee meets at
7 p.m. on the second Tuesday
of each month. Locations vary.
The next meeting will be held on
March14 in the district’s learning
center, 146 Jefferson St., Monu-
ment.

Harriet Halbig can be reached

at harriethalbi@ocn,.com.

Special Education Advisory Council, Feb. 8

Kidpower director describes
safety programs

By Harriet Halbig

Jan Isaacs-Henry, executive
director of Kidpower Colorado,
spoke to the Special Education
Advisory Council (SEAC) on
Feb. 8 about child safety pro-
grams offered by her organiza-
tion.

Kidpower is a private,
nonprofit ~ organization  with
programs in 11 states and 12
other countries. The goal of
the organization is to help kids
build awareness, confidence,
and personal power through the
use of experiential instruction.
Children ages 3 to 18 are eligible
to participate in the classes along
with their parents. Students who
undergo the training experience
a reduction of risk for abuse,
assault, and abduction, Isaacs-
Henry said.

An additional aspect of the
training is to open lines of com-
munication between children
and trusted adults in order to
report inappropriate contact or
to seek help.

The Colorado Springs Kid-
power organization was founded
17 years ago and has collaborated
with 10 school districts and other
agencies such as Big Brothers/
Big Sisters and Special Kids
to teach the concept of “people
safety” rather than “stranger
danger.”

Isaacs-Henry said that the
organization has recently updat-
ed its programs to better serve
special-needs children, who are
more likely to be abused because
of their trusting nature. This was
begun at the request of parents
who felt that the program was
familiar with the essential les-
sons to be taught and because the
program is not based on fear tac-
tics. Practice in the form of role-
playing is also a major aspect of
the training. The organization
received grants in Widefield and
School District 20 to develop
the new curriculum for special-

needs students.

Classes are separated by
gender and divided into three age
groups: 3 to 6 years, grades 1-5,
and grades 6-12. Special classes
are offered following a major
event in a community.

Isaacs-Henry said that spe-
cial-needs children are vulner-
able because they have difficulty
in recognizing a stranger, setting
boundaries, and responding to
coercion. Special-needs classes
are often smaller than general
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We accept most household waste

General Trash
Yard Waste

Construction Debris
Furniture
Appliances
Mattresses
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856 Washington St

Monument, CO 80132

Phone 719-481-2340

Mon - Fri  9:00 - 5:30
Saterday 10:00 - 4:00

Sun (Apr-Sep) 10:00 - 2:00

Sun (Oct-Mar)

Closed

www.PEAKDR.com

No Hazardous Material Accepted

education groups and sometimes involve a risk assessment
before the class is held.

She said students learn to be aware of their surround-
ings, take charge of a situation, avoid unwanted touching,
respond to bullying, be safe with technology, and deal with
emotional coercion such as intimidation and bribery. Stu-
dents and parents are encouraged to make a safety plan,
learn when it is appropriate to interrupt parents when help
is needed, and to acknowledge that sometimes the best re-
sponse is to leave a situation.

Parents are provided with written, illustrated materials
and are encouraged to reinforce the lessons learned in the
home environment.

Classes are requested by the principal of the school in
which they are held. Prairie Winds Elementary had sched-
uled a class for early February that was postponed due to
weather.

For further information on the program, go to www.colo-
radosprings@Xkidpower.org or call 720-520-1311.

*hkkhkkhhkikkik
The Special Education Advisory Council meets at 6:30 p.m.
on the second Wednesday of each month in the District 38
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. The next
meeting will be held on March14.
Harriet Halbig can be reached at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Panelists present perspectives
on “fracking”

By David Futey

On Feb. 23, the Western Museum of Mining & Industry
(WMMI) hosted a panel discussion on the process of hy-
draulic fracturing, sometimes referred to as “fracking,”
which is used in oil and gas exploration. Hydraulic fractur-
ing is a process developed in the late 1940s in which a well is
drilled and used to pump a specially blended liquid under
high pressure below ground to create fractures and fis-
sures in underground shale and other formations.

The objective of hydraulic fracturing is to release oil and
natural gas trapped within the formation. The liquid con-
tains mostly water and sand but also contains a “recipe”

of different chemicals, including allowable concentrations of
benzene, toluene, xylenes, and ethylbenzene. The chemicals
used and their concentration vary per well or location to
achieve optimal extraction.

Fracking has been met with criticism and opposition in
some areas of the United States, including along the Front
Range. The process has been proposed for use on Mount
Herman in Monument, at the Banning-Lewis Ranch in
Colorado Springs, and other locations.

The panelists for this topic included Andrew Casper,
regulatory counsel with the Colorado Oil & Gas Association,
Scott Harvey of the Green Cities Coalition, Pam Zubeck,
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Carefree living at it's finest. Profes-
sionally decorated. Private rear
patio. New carpet. All appliances
included. Master bedroom with
private bath. Clubhouse access
with exercise room. Ready for

immediate occupancy! $155,000.

Kathy Allen
Broker

(719) 234-1182

(719) 661-9863
www.kathyallen.net

www.bestrealestateincoloradosprings.com

Furry Friends, Inc.
furryfriendsinc.com
719-495-PETS (7387)

CcuT

Guaranteed
Precision Haircut Steamed Towel

STEAM

CLEAN

Legendary Hot Relaxing Massage
Shampoo

16064 Jackson Creek Parkway, Suite 140
Monument Marketplace

RELAX
Neck and
Shoulder Massage

Any Service

Valid only at Monument
location. Cannot be
combined. Exp. 4/30/12.

488-3595




Saturday, March 3, 2012 @@N Page 13

He also described pollution concerns, from gases be- gFr'
ing emitted from the wells, to the related 1,000 truck trips I
per well, to how the “produced water” is used on above- I
ground surfaces. |
During their presentations, Zubeck and Noreen pro- |
vided information on resources available regarding the |
fracking process and perspectives on the topic. Zubeck | * Personal and small business
encouraged audience members to research this process | = Over 20 yearsexperience
to gain a greater understanding of it. She also pointed | = Fixed ratesfor seniors
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_ i ) . ing billion—dolle.lr proﬁts‘.‘ Noreen asked why dfilling is « Electronic filing A . |
Above: Panelists for the WMMI discussion on allowed on public lands, “owned by you and me.” A ques- + At your location mllg? :
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
4

hydraulic fracturing are, from left, Andrew Casper  tion-and-answer session between the panelists and audi- _
of the Colorado Oil and Gas Association, Scott ence followed the presentations. * At your convenience

Harvey of the Green Cities Coalition, Pam Zubeck Information on hydraulic fracturing and the panelists + Call for an appointment

of the Colorado Springs Independent, and Barry s available at Frac Focus (fracfocus.org), the Colorado Oil W&?W

Noreen of the Colorado Springs Gazette. Photo by and Gas Conservation Commission (cogcc.state.co.us), mmg
David Futey. the Colorado Oil & Gas Association (www.coga.org), G.J. (Jerry) Wagner, Tax Advisor

] ] the Green Cities Coalition (greencitiescoalition.net), the
senior reporter at the Colorado Springs Independent,  colorado Springs Independent (www.csindy.com) and the
and Barry Noreen, columnist with the Colorado Springs  colorado Springs Gazette (www.gazette.com).

(719) 487-2899 Cell: (719) 351-5935

Gazette. Each panelist offered a differing perspective on Information on upcoming events at the WMMI is at
fracking. _ _ _ _ wmmi.org.
Casper provided an overview of fracking occurring David Futey can be reached at dfutey@ocn.me.

in Colorado. In his presentation he noted that there are
more than 46,000 oil and gas wells in Colorado. Weld
County has the most with more than 17,000. The Niobrara
Shale Formation in northeastern Colorado is undergoing
exploration and is considered a liquids-rich formation.

In contrast, underground water resources are typically at

1,000 feet or above.

Wells tapping into this formation and other locations in A ‘ \ r » {
the state are mostly reaching depths of 6,000 to 7,000 feet. ' ( - ‘, ]
.\ '
p

Casper also described well construction, including
the surface and well casings, provided a listing of the . & | M‘ PRESCOTT’S WAYGU BEEF
numerous regulations regarding the process, and water [ [ y [ FOR SALE

use (less than 0.1 percent of state water use) based on The healthy alternative
information from the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation ’
all-natural Kobe-style

Commission (COGCC). .
Harvey offered counterpoints and concerns regard- grass- & grain-fed.

ing the hydraulic fracturing regulations. He noted that ’lﬂ (]K,_‘mm.mqu 4 ' J Quarters and halves only
[

Rule 205A does not require disclosure of “trade secret” Prescottranchbeef.com

chemicals in the fluids or for vendor, supplier, or operator 1 1-80
responsibility for the accuracy of information supplied (7 9) 541-5024

to the COGCC. Harvey provided a list of best practices,

such as requiring geological exploration prior to drilling %é @fm
to identify existing fractures, requiring public disclosure Interior Painting

of the route of underground drilling, requiring preexisting . .
water quality tests to be mandatory to file a claim or loss No job too Sm(a7lll 8‘]:&3 %XEIB%I’S experience.

from oil/gas extraction, and requiring public disclosure of

all chemicals used in the process.
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Are you ready for Spring
and its special occasions?

Get ready!
30% OFF retail

prices on Jan Marini
Products while supplies
last and...

$15 OFF
Rescue Me Facial.
This type of sale
rarely happens!
Don’t miss out!

Jeunesse Salon & Spa Suites, 13570 Meadowgrass Dr.
Off Northgate Road one block east of Gleneagle Drive.

SkinRx by Chris!

Call Chris at 6489840
* Offer good through 3/15/12.

Designer/Builder

Large Remodels
Custom Additions
Basement Finishing
Energy-Efficient Custom Homes

Licensed and Insured
Quality Craftsmanship
30* Years Experience

(719) 495-9200
www.Bison-Builders.com

Palm Sunday Service with Communion
10 a.m. April 1

Good Friday Service - 7 p.m. April 6
Easter Egg Hunt - 10-noon Sat. April 7
Easter Sunday Service - 9 & 11 a.m. April 8

For questions regarding our Lenten
schedule, or to schedule upcoming
weddings, please call

719-488-3200

Big R store rezoning approved

By Jim Kendrick

El Paso County has approved a rezone for the proposed
Big R store to be built on the northeast corner of the in-
tersection of Struthers Road and Spanish Bit Drive, about
a mile south of the Baptist Road King Soopers shopping
center. The county Planning Commission unanimously
approved the rezone of the Big R 10-acre lot from R-4
residential to CC commercial, with four conditions listed
below, on Feb. 8 after an hour-long hearing.

The Board of County Commissioners approved the
rezone as a consent item on Feb. 28 with no discussion.
However, no platting or subdivision of the lot was re-
quested or approved.

The new Big R store will be built on the north half of
the irregularly shaped lot. No access will be allowed to
the Big R lot from Struthers Road, a major four-lane 1-25
frontage collector. Access to the store’s lot will be from
Spanish Bit Drive. The south half of the parcel will be
split into two 2.5 acre lots with the driveway to the Big R
lot extending from Spanish Bit Drive north between them.
Big R will pay for paving of Spanish Bit Drive between
Struthers Road and the access point. When the remaining
two southern lots are developed, the rest of Spanish Bit
along the parcel’s southern frontage will be paved.

During negotiations with the county’s Development
Services Department and additional voluntary discus-
sions with Monument’s Development Services Depart-
ment, the owners of the Big R store agreed to upgrade the
company’s standard architectural design with higher-end
materials, convert to four-sided architecture, and use
higher-end screening and fencing materials to better buf-
fer the store from adjacent and nearby Chaparral Hills
residential lots.

A tall landscaping berm will surround the Big R lot
on the east and north sides. A 6-foot solid stucco and
masonry screening fence will then be built on top of the

berm. Further screening will be provided by trees and

shrubs that when grown, will make it difficult for Chap-

arral Hills residents to see the Big R store.
The Planning Commission imposed the following

conditions on Feb. 8:

1. The property owner(s) of the existing parcel or any
subsequent subdivision thereof shall be respon-
sible for any off-site southbound left-turn lanes on
Struthers Road at Spanish Bit Drive that is propor-
tional to the traffic generated, including but not lim-
ited to cost recovery pursuant to Section 8.7.2 of the
Land Development Code as amended.

2. Applicant shall pave Spanish Bit Drive from Struthers
Road to his entrance with the construction of the pro-
posed Big R; paving to the east property line may be
deferred until additional development occurs on the
current parcel or any subsequent subdivision thereof
outside of what is under review for PPR 12-1 as sub-
mitted 1/5/2012.

3. The property and any subsequent development are
subject to fees from the Baptist Road Rural Trans-
portation Authority and in the event of subdivision,
the Countywide Transportation Impact Fee (TIS)
program. (This condition has been included because
the TIS has implied that these fees should be reduced.
No such commitment has been made, nor can it be
made, by staff. These issues will be determined dur-
ing any subdivision phase of development.

4. The applicant should provide landscaping, lighting,
and architectural control guidelines applicable for
the undeveloped portion of the zone district as de-
picted on county file PPR-12-1.

The Board of County Commissioners unanimously ad-

opted these four recommended conditions by consent.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority, Feb. 10

Big R requests reduced road use fees

By Jim Kendrick

On Feb. 10, representatives of Big R Stores in Colorado
asked the board of the Baptist Road Rural Transporta-
tion Authority (BRRTA) to consider creating a new road
use fee category for its store that might more accurately
reflect a lower traffic count than the lowest-intensity com-
mercial classification currently being used by BRRTA for
assessment of new commercial construction.

Big R plans to build a new store in the county on the
northeast corner of the intersection of Struthers Road and

Spanish Bit Drive, about a mile south of the Baptist Road
King Soopers shopping center.
Monument Mayor Travis Easton was absent from the
meeting.
Election of officers for 2012
The board elected the following members as officers:
»  President—Monument Trustee Jeff Kaiser

* Vice President—County Commissioner Darryl
Glenn (Dist. 1)
o Secretary/Treasurer—Monument  Mayor  Travis

Easton
e Secretary/Treasurer—County Commissioner Den-
nis Hisey (Dist. 4)
o Secretary/Treasurer—County Clerk and Recorder
Wayne Williams
Big R request
Karl Nyquist of Big R made the formal request to create
a new classification for BRRTA road use fees. He was
assisted in the presentation by Steve Hammers of Ham-
mers Construction, the firm that will build the new Big
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Boots and Saddles Therapeutic Riding Center offers equine-
assisted activities to children and adults with cognitive
and physical disabilities.

Boots and Saddles TRC

7103 S. Highway 83
Franktown, CO 80116

303-688-1388

An Inclusive Therapeutic Riding Center ~"In Stride with One Another”

Looking for a new stylist?
Looking for a new hairdo?

Want someone who will listen to
what YOU want?

Call Athena Dyson
(719) 502-6022
Enhancing your style...
at the Black Forest Salon
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R store.

Nyquist stated that the current clas-
sification for Big R would be “Specialty
Retail,” which specifies an average of
44.32 vehicle trips per day per thousand
square feet of building space. Nyquist said
that the actual traffic counts to the other
El Paso County Big R stores in Falcon and
Widefield average 18.7 trips per day per
thousand square feet. This would result
in a net road use fee of $1.17 per square
foot compared to the existing BRRTA rate
of $2.78 per square foot, reducing the Big
R BRRTA road use fee from $92,000 to
$42,000.

e $5,489 to Clifton Gunderson LLP for
accounting

e $3,248 to Clifton Gunderson LLP for
district management

e $1,023 to Grimshaw and Harring PC
for legal services

e $52 to Grimshaw and Harring PC re-
garding final approval of all BRRTA
highway construction and documen-
tation by the state

BRRTA accountant Carrie Bartow of

Clifton-Gunderson noted that the prom-

ised first check for $2 million from the

Colorado Department of Transportation

Nyquist also noted that the
county Planning Commission had
approved the Big R rezoning re-
quest on Feb. 8 to change the cur-
rent obsolete R-4 residential zoning
to the county’s recently created CC
commercial zoning. The Big R store
will use the north half of the 10-acre
lot with an access from Spanish Bit
Drive along the center boundaries
of the southern 2.5-acre lots with
frontages on Spanish Bit Drive.

After a discussion that lasted
over an hour, Williams suggested
that Big R pay the standard spe-
cialty retail fee and come back to
BRRTA with its actual traffic fig-
ures after a year of operation and
ask for creation of a new category
and a refund for the difference,
similar to the process that was pre-
viously approved for the Fairfield
Inn hotel in the Monument Ridge
shopping center.

County update

Golf

Tournaments

< Great fundraisers
< Corporate outings
< Team building fun

<+ Family get togethers

We do the work,
you get the rewards

Book yours now
Glcncagle Golf club

(719) 488-0900
www.gleneaglegolfclub.com

County Engineer Andre Brackin
briefed the board on a county
Transportation Department contract
for preliminary planning and engi-
neering studies on widening Baptist
Road to four lanes on the west side
of 1-25 and evaluating the size and
type of bridge that might be built
over the railroad tracks that cross
Baptist Road by the east side of
Monument Creek. The study should
be completed by September.

Brackin said that although
the widening and the bridge are
approved Pikes Peak Regional
Transportation Authority projects,
they are underfunded by about $11
million because they lack 50 percent
developer participation in paying for
them and BRRTA has no funds to
pay for the initial engineering de-
sign. BRRTA paid for the engineer-
ing design for the widening of Bap-
tist Road on the east side of 1-25.

Some highway money may be
freed up because it now appears that
Marksheffel Road may not have to
be built with four lanes all the way
from Fountain to Black Forest Road
by Research Parkway. Marksheffel
Road may also be rerouted to con-
nect to Mesa Ridge Parkway, which
would mean even less construction.

Some of the money budgeted
for road improvements for Ban-
ning-Lewis Ranch may also not be
needed now. Traffic studies based
on current information must be per-
formed before any reprioritization
of funds can be completed, possibly
making some funds available for the
remaining approved BRRTA west
Baptist Road improvements. There
are no other funding sources avail-
able at this time.

Financial items

The board approved the draft De-
cember financial report and the fol-
lowing payments:

(CDOT) had been received and trans-
ferred to the trustee to help reduce the
semiannual bond interest payments that
are due to bondholders on June 1. Some
of BRRTA’s bonds have been paid off by
using the “extraordinary bond redemp-
tion” option with unscheduled CDOT
repayments. Because of these $2 million

in extraordinary redemptions, future
semiannual interest payments will drop
about $74,000 each.

The next reimbursement check from
CDOT has not been scheduled yet. Wil-
liams explained how CDOT disperses
amounts of unused Senate Bill 1 trans-
portation fund money that are too small to
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complete a fully approved project. These
small amounts are distributed to those
districts that are still owed money for pay-
ing in advance for approved projects with
their own resources. There is no specific
plan or schedule for this dispersal process,
so it is not listed in a BRRTA budget.

Bartow noted that collection of sales
taxes from all the businesses within the
BRRTA boundary continues to be a prob-
lem.

CDOT formally accepted the 1-25
Baptist Road interchange expansion proj-

Jesus 1s Alive!

Journey Chapel invites you to celebrate Jesus
Christ the Risen Savior with us this Easter.
As we welcome Steve Burford as our new
Senior Pastor, our church family would love
for you to be a part of the excitement!

Service Times
10:00 am Easter Sunday April 8th
*Join us at 9:30 am in the Trailhead Cafe for
Coffee and Cinnamon Rolls

Please visit us @ JourneyChapel.oryg
for more info or call us
@ 719-481-9929.

ect as complete, including all construction
and documentation, in a letter to BRRTA
dated Oct. 11, 2011. Liability insurance
expenses have dropped to very low levels
now that BRRTA is no longer building

roads.
The meeting adjourned at 3 p.m.
*hkhkhhkihkik
The next meeting will be held at 2:30 p.m.
on May 11 at Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite

Road. Information: 884-8017.
Jim Kendrick can be reached @
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Highway 105 corridor plans reviewed

By Harriet Halbig

The El Paso County Transportation Di-
vision held an open house on Feb. 28 to
show residents its progress on improve-
ments for the Highway 105 corridor from
Jackson Creek Parkway to Highway 83.
This portion of the highway was recently
transferred from state to county over-
sight.

The county officials sent invitations
to over 600 individuals whose property
abuts the road, and also invited members
of homeowners associations in the area
to view the preliminary plans resulting
from public input at a previous meeting
in August 2011 (see article on page 10
of the August OCN for details on this
meeting). About 60 people attended the
Feb. 28 event.

County engineers and consultants
from HDR Engineering exhibited several
display boards with possible solutions to
current problems, including congestion
at intersections and lack of visibility.
They showed the current traffic load and
the projected load in 2040.

Three intersections are of particular
concern: Furrow Road, Roller Coaster
Road, and Fairplay Road. In each case,
two options were proposed. One would

be installation of a traffic signal and the
other would be increased lanes to keep
turning traffic out of the right-of-way.

The Furrow intersection and the
Roller Coaster Road intersection were
also depicted with a roundabout configu-
ration that would allow traffic to continue
to flow while regulating its speed.

Proposed grade changes between
Fairplay and Furrow would help visibil-
ity.

A number of local citizens requested
the addition of bike and pedestrian lanes
along the highway. The most likely solu-
tion to this request would be the addition
of extra wide, paved shoulders.

Senior Transportation Planner Mau-
reen Paz de Araujo of HDR Engineering
said that the next step in the process is to
look at comments received at this open
house and assign priorities to parts of the
project. She said that the plans must be
completed and prioritized before a fund-
ing source could be identified. De Araujo
also said that the county will meet with
local homeowners associations and other
groups for additional input.

One obstacle to the planning process
is the lack of current information on
ownership of the required right-of-way.

Above: Woodmoor Improvement
Association President Jim Hale
discusses plans for the corridor with
planner Maureen Paz de Araujo.
Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Many of the plats from neighboring sub-
divisions are decades old and have not
been digitized. Planners must determine
ownership of these easements before cost
estimates can be made.

The next open house will be held in
early summer. Individuals wishing to add
their input may go to the program website
at www.105corridor.com.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at

harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Commissioner Glenn cites
split over oil, gas exploration

By Candice Hitt
El Paso County Commissioner Darryl
Glenn addressed oil and gas exploration
and other economic issues at the fifth
annual Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce
State of the Chamber breakfast Feb. 10.

Glenn said there is some debate about
how to handle the issue of oil and gas ex-
ploration, saying some individuals want
fracking to be stopped and others argue
there should be no regulations, because
drilling boosts the economy and provides
jobs.

Glenn said, “To attract businesses we
need to be proactive with oil and gas ex-
ploration and we have a responsibility as
a statutory county to follow the state law,
and we only have as much authority as

Above: El Paso County Commissioner
Darryl Glenn speaking at the State
of the Chamber breakfast. Photo by
Candice Hitt.
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given to us by the Legislature.”

The county wants to have
job creation, but at the same time
address issues that affect water
quality and transportation, he
said.

Glenn also touched on the
upcoming election, unemploy-
ment, and the recent redistrict-
ing.

Military outlook
Glenn, having served 21 years in

By Candice Hitt

The Woodmoor Water and Sani-
tation District (WWSD) Board
of Directors announced Feb. 9
that the election of four directors
to the board has been scheduled
for May 8. Two directors will be
elected to four-year terms and
two will serve two-year terms.
Voting will be done by mail
ballot.

President Barrie Town was
excused from the meeting.

Nutrient regulations

discussed
District Manager Jessie Shaffer
discussed some of the current
wastewater  nutrient  regula-
tions with the board. He said,
“The Environmental Protection

the military, noted his concern
over the proposed military cuts
and how they will affect the local
economy. The military is facing
$450 billion in cuts over the next
10 years, with an additional $500
billion if sequestration occurs.
Peterson and Schriever Air Force
Bases, the Air Force Academy,
and Fort Carson are substantial
contributors to the local econo-
my, he said.

Chamber celebrates

35 years
Established in 1977, the
Chamber is celebrating 35
years in the Tri-Lakes area.
Executive Directory Terri
Hayes thanked partners and
supporters and discussed the

Above: Tri-Lakes Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director
Terri Hayes. Photo by Candice

Hitt.

Chamber’s goals for 2012.
“Currently there are 260
members and we would like
to see 300 to 350 members by

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Feb.9

Board election set for May 8

Agency (EPA) is slowly impos-
ing stricter nutrient requirements
to the state to be in accordance
with the Clean Water Act.”

The EPA is targeting phos-
phorous and nitrogen and setting
limits on the levels present in
wastewater. The district plans on
achieving the required levels by
adding chemicals to the waste-
water. Currently the level set for
nitrogen is 10 parts per million
(ppm), which is already being
met by the Tri-Lakes Wastewater
Treatment facility that serves
Woodmoor as well as the Monu-
ment and Palmer Lake Sanitation
Districts.

The level for phosphorous is
1 ppm, which can be achieved by

adding chemicals, Shaffer said.
Measures are also being taken
to collect facility and Monument
Creek stream data to help deter-
mine an appropriate long-term
nutrients treatment limit.

Operations report
Assistant Manager Randy Gil-
lette said Well 12 had been
pulled from the ground and the
pump and motor are being ana-
lyzed to determine the cause of
its unsatisfactory performance.
No other construction activities
were reported.

It was also noted that board
members who toured the JV
Ranch on Jan. 24 said it was a
good tour.

Triview Metropolitan District, Feb. 7

Plans for hiring a district manager
moving forward

By Jim Kendrick

On Feb. 7, the Triview Metro-
politan District board agreed
to work with Monument Town
Manager Cathy Green to hire a
new Triview district manager.
The position has been vacant for
several months.

Director Steve Remington
stated that the board was ready
to move forward with hiring
a new district manager from
Green’s list of candidates. Rem-
ington and Board President Bob
Eskridge agreed to work with
Green on selecting a manager
by March 31. Remington said
he was assuming the board

Brigore [1)2gcow
Dog Crooming
New Services!

Dog Daycare
Dog Walks
Self-Serve Dog Wash
Call Yor reservationg

Westward
Lane

would deal with hiring district
employees before hiring the dis-
trict manager. It was decided that
Remington and Eskridge would
also work with Green in hiring
employees.

Green said she had old
Triview staff job descriptions
and salary surveys of all El Paso

County special districts to help
determine how to set up a new
Triview staff. Remington sug-
gested a breakfast meeting later
in the month for making these
decisions.
Financial reports

The board unanimously ap-
proved the November sales tax

And So Are We!

McCord’s Garden Center
and Landscaping

Annuals-Perennials-Shrubs-Vegetables-Pots-Garden Supplies
Complete Landscape Services

Located % mile West of Safeway
at 780 West Highway 105

Opening Saturday, March 31

*hkkhkkkhkhkhkkik

The next regular board meeting
will be held at 1 p.m. March
8 at the Woodmoor Water and
Sanitation District Office, 1845

the end of 2012,” Hayes said.
Other goals include taking
care of members by helping them
get involved and grow their busi-
nesses and continuing to have
an open-door policy to address
ideas or concerns of members,
Hayes said.
Candice Hitt can be reached at
candicehitt@OCN.me.

Woodmoor Dr., Monument.
For information: 488-2525 or
www.woodmoorwater.com.
Candice Hitt can be reached at
candicehitt@ocn.me.

) Spotlight Community
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Summer Musical Theatre Workshop
and Production
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STUART LITTLE

Casting May 30, 31

Workshop—Weekdays, June 1 - 23

Minimum Age 10

Every workshop participant will be cast
in the production!

Register Now—Spaces Limited

(719) 488-0775
www.SpotlightCommunityTheatre.com

Feeling like you
paid too much in
taxes this year?
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income.*
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contributing to a traditional Individual Retirement
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income.

3. Tax-advantaged college savings accounts. Contribute
or gift to a college savings plan for your children or

grandchildren.

*May be subject to state and local taxes and the alternative

minimum tax (AMT).

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors are not estate
planners and cannot provide tax or legal advice. You should consult
with a qualified tax specialist or legal advisor for professional

advice on your situation.

Call or visit today to learn more about these

investing strategies.

Donna M 0'Bryant
Financial Advisor

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110

Colorado Springs, CO 80921

719-487-0407

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Edward Jones
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and financial reports. The board also

unanimously approved two payments of

checks over $5,000:

e $92,252 to Donala Water and Sani-
tation District for Triview’s fourth-
quarter expenses of the Upper Monu-
ment Creek Wastewater Treatment
Facility

e $16,062 to engineering consultant
firm Merrick & Co. for additional
expenses for additional modeling and
adding needed additional mapping in-
formation to the district’s GIS system
data for the design of the Promontory
Pointe water pressure booster pump
system.

Triview Operations Supervisor Steve

Sheffield noted that he had worked with

Scott Jardine of Merrick in investigating

the affected manholes of the booster sys-
tem project.

Sheffield discussed a meeting he
had with the staff of Classic Homes on
Triview’s ability to provide water with
adequate pressure for the new homes un-
der construction in Classic’s Promontory
Pointe development. He and Monument
Water Superintendent Tom Thanish as-
sured Classic that would be plenty of wa-
ter for the coming summer. Sheffield said
that in the worst-case scenario, there could
be a problem, but if all systems operate
normally, there will be no problems.

Director Robert Fisher said that the
water model to be provided by Merrick
will answer all the board’s concerns. Shef-
field said he felt that a new well would
have to be completed before the summer

IFREE Initial Consultation!
Call for appointment 1

trilakesdivorcelawyer.com

INTERNATIONAL
STONEWORKS, LLC
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SLAB COUNTERTOPS
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* FURNITURE
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CUSTOM
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$32.00 Per Sq. Fi. Installed ¢ Call for your FREE Quote Today!
CNC AND WATERJET TECHNOLOGY
FABRICATION & INSTALLATION (719) 488-3180
200 COUNTY LINE ROAD * PALMER LAKE, CO 80133

Located in Palmer Lake two miles west of 1-25 exit 163.

of 2013. A new well could be completed
in four to six months. Monument Water
Superintendent Tom Tharnish said that
Triview’s B water treatment plant could
handle the water from a new well.
Sheffield reported that the new stripes
had not yet been installed at the intersec-
tion of Jackson Creek Parkway and Leath-
er Chaps Drive. Eskridge described the
recent frustrations he has experienced at
this intersection because the traffic lights
did not detect the presence of his car.
Sheffield said water production in
January was about 15 percent less than

in 2011.

The board went into executive session
at 5:35 p.m. for discussion of employee
contracts, intergovernmental agreements,
and discussion of possible water settle-
ments.

*hkkhkkihkikkik
The next meeting will be held at 5 p.m. on
March 13 at Monument Town Hall, 645
Beacon Lite Road. Meetings are normally
held on the second Tuesday of the month.
Information: 884-8017.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at

jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Feb. 16

Cost-of-service analysis
shows 2011 loss of almost
$900,000

By John Heiser

At the Feb. 16 monthly meeting of the

Donala Water and Sanitation District

Board of Directors, Dana Duthie, district

general manager, distributed copies of an

analysis of the district’s cost of provid-

ing water and sewer service during 2011.

Some highlights:

e Total district income minus costs for
2011 equaled a net loss of $896,054.
Duthie said that figure from 1998
through 2010 averaged a surplus of
$33,335 per year. He noted that sig-
nificant yearly losses can be expected
until the rates the district’s customers
pay more closely match its greatly
increased operation and maintenance
costs. He estimated it will take four or

five years of rate increases to achieve
that.

»  Total treated water was 318.8 million
gallons, which was 4.3 percent more
than in 2010. The associated cost
was $9.97 per 1,000 gallons, which
was 31.7 percent more than in 2010.
The increase was largely attributed to
the costs associated with importing
renewable water through Colorado
Springs Utilities.

e Total raw water delivered to the golf
course was 12.2 million gallons,
which was 27.2 percent more than in
2010. The associated cost was $5.72
per 1,000 gallons, which was 14.9
percent more than in 2010.

e Total reuse and Jake’s Lake augmen-

GINC LiveWell.

Diet - Sports Nutrition - Herbs - Vitamins

Newin 2012!
Gold Card Member
pricing everyday!
Locally operated in the Home Depot/Walmart

15954 Jackson Creek Pkwy o (719) 488-5952

shopping center by “It's a Grind”
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Above: Donala Chief Water
Operator Mark Parker (left) re-
ceives Colorado Rural Water
Association’s Operator of the
Year Award at the Association’s
Annual Convention, Feb. 15.
Photo provided by the Donala
district.

tation water production was
29.9 million gallons, which
was 12.8 percent less than
in 2010. The associated cost
was $5.72 per 1,000 gallons,
which was 14.9 percent more
than in 2010.

Total wastewater influent
to the treatment plant was
147.6 million gallons, which
was 5.8 percent less than in
2010. The associated treat-
ment costs were $5.71 per
1,000 gallons, which was up
14.7 percent from 2010.
Donala’s customers used an
estimated 54 percent of their
water for irrigation or other
outside uses, about the same
as 2010.

Other matters
Mark Parker, Donala’s chief
water operator, has been
honored as the Colorado
Rural Water Association’s
(CRWA) Operator of the
Year. The award was pre-
sented at the CRWA Annual
Convention Feb. 15. Parker
is responsible for the smooth
operation of Donala’s 15
wells, two water treatment
plants, and the distribution
system. The district noted
that one example of Parker’s
dedication and professional-
ism was the way he operates
the system to reduce the use
of electricity during periods
of peak demand on Moun-
tain View Electric (MVEA).
By being a power partner
with  MVEA, Donala has
saved an average of $60,000
per year in electricity costs.
Susan McLean, the district’s
conservation/landscape
manager, has prepared a
landscape brochure to be
mailed to district custom-

ers in March. The district
is encouraging residents to
install xeriscaping to reduce
irrigation water use.

During the three months
from Nov. 1 through Jan.
31, the district’s $3.19 mil-
lion in investments managed
by Davidson Fixed Income
Management showed a yield
of 0.33 percent, achieving a
goal of beating the Colotrust
Plus fund, which yielded
0.05 percent during the same
period. The weighted aver-
age maturity of the district’s
investments is 8.3 months.
Davidson also separately
manages $6.3 million in
proceeds from the bond sale
to be used to fund the in-
frastructure improvements
needed to handle renewable
water and $596,618 in a debt
service reserve fund associ-
ated with the bond sale.
Duthie reported that the dis-
trict is nearly ready to solicit
bids for the first part of the
infrastructure upgrades
needed to transport larger
amounts of renewable water
from the southern part of
the district to the northern
parts. The initial work will
install larger pumps at the
Latrobe and Jessie facilities.
That will be followed by in-
stallation of a new pipeline
from the Jessie facilities up
Baptist Road and upgrades
to other pipelines in the dis-
trict. The work is to be com-
pleted by the end of 2013.
Duthie reported that the City
of Aurora has expressed in-
terest in a water exchange
arrangement involving
water from the district’s
Willow Creek Ranch near
Leadville. Duthie noted that
the benefit to the district
would be about a 10 percent
increase in the amount of
water available for use by
the district, but the arrange-
ment would increase the
complexity of the required
periodic reports.

The wastewater treatment
plant now has four op-
erational blowers, but some
have developed oil leaks.
Rubber collars are to be
installed to address the oil
leaks.

Duthie reported on the Feb.
16 meeting of the Pikes Peak
Regional Water Authority.

He noted that funding the
transit loss model continues
to be a focus of attention.
Donala’s share of the cost
for the model is $16,358
per year. Duthie said there
is currently no benefit to
the district because it does
not have a customer for its
share of the effluent from
the wastewater treatment
plant. Note: The transit loss
model measures and records
the amount of non-native
Fountain Creek watershed
stream flows owned by
several municipalities and
water districts. The amount
of this water added to native
stream flows by external
sources, such as effluent
from wastewater treatment
facilities, can be exchanged
or reused. The model calcu-
lates how much of the added
water is lost.

Duthie announced a wound-
ed warrior charity event
March 8 called “Twelve
Hours of Donala.” The staff
and board will exercise on
the district’s three exercise
machines from 6 am to 6
pm. Supporters can pledge
an amount per mile achieved
or make a fixed donation.
Donala customers who do-
nate at least $0.25 per mile
or $30 will be entered into a
drawing to win a free March
water/sewer bill. For infor-
mation or to make a pledge
or donation, call the district

FREE DRINKS FOR TRI-LAKES!

That's right! LOCALS™ get a EREE drink at Oakleys! Beer, House Wine, or even
a Mixed Well Drink! If's our way of saying THANKS for three great years!

Expanded Steak Selections
Proud New Management
Great Happy Hour Specials!
Wednesday Fajitas and $2 Margaritas are back!
*Just present a valid Colorado Driver's License with 80132,

80133, 80840, or 80921 zip code. Limit one per resident
at least 21 years old. Offer valid thru 3/30/12.

Sundance Mountain Lodge
1865 Woodmoor Drive
(just above 105 where the view is great!)

481-0808

The Donala board will hold its
next regular meeting March 15
at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala office,
15850 Holbein Drive. Meetings
are normally held on the third
Thursday of each month.

office at 488-3603 or email
jackies@donalawater.com.
The winner of the drawing
will be announced before
the March bills are mailed.
Following the public meeting,
the board went into executive The district’s website is at
session to discuss personnel is-  www.donalawater.org.
sues. John Heiser can be reached at
feleiaishaisiaiaiaial johnheiser@ocn.me.

coloradoinsuranceforless.com

Thinking of selling? Our low ‘Flat Fee’ program has
saved El Paso county sellers thousands of dollars vs.
traditional real estate commissions. Think about it, you
can get the professional services of a REALTOR™
while preserving more of your home’s equity.

We...

v’ Provide top-notch
marketing for your home.
v Negotiate and handle the
entire transaction like any
traditional broker.
You...
v/ Save thousands in commissions.
v’ Preserve the equity in your home.
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By Jim Kendrick

The Monument Police Depart-

ment’s newest officer, Ryan

Schott, was sworn in by Lt. Steve

Burk at the Board of Trustees

meeting Feb. 6. Schott’s wife,

Tracy, and her parents, Michael

and Chari Leleck, attended the

ceremony.

Trustee Stan Gingrich was
absent from the meeting.

In other matters, the board
approved:

e A resolution endorsing an
updated Town of Monu-
ment Comprehensive Plan
amendment for the 1-25 Cor-
ridor Land Use Plan.

Monument Board of Trustees, Feb. 6

New police officer sworn in

»  Avresolution for GASB 54.

e An ordinance addressing
graffiti and graffiti abate-
ment.

e An ordinance adopting new
regulations for pavement
design and construction.

I-25 corridor plan

endorsed
The Monument Planning Com-
mission, which is responsible for
the Town of Monument Compre-
hensive Plan, formally adopted
the 1-25 Gateway Corridor Plan
amendment on Jan. 11. Tom
Kassawara, director of Develop-
ment Services, asked the board
to formally endorse the already
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approved corridor plan since the
board had asked the staff to draft
a plan that would preserve and
enhance the corridor’s scenic
qualities within  Monument’s
town boundaries, from County
Line Road south to the north-
ern boundary of the Air Force
Academy.

A town 1-25 corridor com-
mittee met on a regular basis
from March 2010 to September
2011 to provide the staff with
recommendations. The members

were:

e Mayor Pro Tem Rafael
Dominguez

e Trustee Rick Squires

e Planning  Commissioners

Kathy Spence and Jim Fitz-
patrick
* Local architect Rick Barnes

Kassawara noted that he had
asked the county Development

Holy Trinity Anglican

Church exists to worship
God and go ever deeper
with Him, fervently love
one another, and take
Living Water to the

world.

Sunday Morning Schedule
8:30 am: First Worship Service
10:00 am: Teaching & Community Time (aka Sunday School)
10:45 am: Second Worship Service

Wednesday Night Fellowship and Learning
Through Mar. 21. 5:30 pm dinner. Evening finishes by 7:30 pm.
Everyone welcome. Feel free to walk in and join us!
Adults explore roots of the Christian Faith.
Youth Group for middle and high school students.
Classes for early elementary. Nursery for young ones.

Holy Week and Easter Services

Sun., April 1, 8:30 am/10:45 am, Palm Sunday Services
Wed., April 4, 7 pm, Stations of the Cross Service

Thu., April 5, 7 pm, Maundy Thursday Service

Fri., April 6, noon/7 pm, Good Friday Setvices

Sun., April 8, 8:30 am/10:45 am, Easter Sunday Services

(719) 229-6661 13990 Gleneagle Drive
www.HolyTrinityAnglicanChurch.org

Above: Monument’s newest police officer Ryan Schott with his
wife Tracy and Tracy’s parents, Chari and Michael Leleck, in
the foyer of Monument Town Hall after his swearing in by Lt.
Steve Burk Feb. 6. Photo by Jim Kendrick.

Services Department and the
Board of County Commission-
ers (BOCC) to adopt the same
standards for the county’s
portion of the corridor be-
tween County Line Road and
Highway 105 on the east side
of 1-25. However, the BOCC
unanimously changed the zon-
ing for nearly all county com-
mercial properties over the past
two years at the request of the
Colorado Springs Chamber of
Commerce’s “Barriers to Busi-
ness” group of entrepreneurs to
relax existing restrictions and
promote commercial develop-
ment. Nonetheless, Kassawara
stated that the town’s corridor
plan would help property val-
ues.
There was a lengthy dis-
cussion about:

e Technical details of the town
and county zoning plans.

e Town, Triview Metropolitan
District, and Lewis-Palmer
School District 38 property
taxes.

e Baptist Road Rural Trans-
portation Authority road use
fees.

Kassawara noted that none
of the county commercial
lots within the town’s pro-
posed corridor lie within the
boundary of the Woodmoor
Improvement  Association,
so none of its covenants will
apply to these county com-
mercial lots.

Kassawara said Big R
“was more than happy” to
comply with the town’s cor-
ridors plan design guidelines
for the new store the company
will build on its new county lot
on the northeast corner of the
intersection of Struthers Road
and Spanish Bit Drive, about a
mile south of the King Soopers
shopping center. Big R agreed
to enhance the building’s
architecture and screening to
match the new town standards
to be “good neighbors” to the
adjacent Chaparral Hills resi-
dential lots.

Trustee Gail Drumm said
that the restrictions in town
commercial zoning regula-
tions, such as “parking lot
beautification,” drove Big R

(Continued on page 22)
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away from building within town boundaries, causing a
loss of sales tax revenue. Town Manager Cathy Green
said that Big R had looked at locating at the former Fox-
worth Galbraith hardware store property, but shied away
due to a dispute between the owners of the hardware store
property and the owners of the adjacent vacant property
to the east. Mayor Travis Easton stated that there were
opposing views expressed by commercial developers at
the BOCC hearing on relaxing county commercial zoning
requirements.

The resolution of endorsement for the town’s 1-25
corridor plan amendment was approved by a 5-1 vote,
with Trustee Gail Drumm opposed.

Accounting standard approved

Town Treasurer Pamela Smith presented a resolution for
the board to approve adoption of the General Account-
ing Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 54, Fund
Balance Reporting and Governmental Fund Type Defini-
tions, for future audits. The GASB website summarizes
Statement 54:

“The objective of this statement is to enhance the useful-
ness of fund balance information by providing clearer
fund balance classifications that can be more consistently
applied and by clarifying the existing governmental fund
type definitions. This statement establishes fund balance
classifications that comprise a hierarchy based primarily
on the extent to which a government is bound to observe
constraints imposed upon the use of the resources re-
ported in governmental funds.”

For more information see http://www.gash.org/st/
summary/gstsm54.html

The Journal of Accountancy states the following
about the problem that GASB 54 addresses:

“Fund balance is an important measure that repre-
sents the difference between a fund’s assets and liabili-
ties. The overall objective of fund balance reporting is to
isolate that portion of fund balance that is unavailable to
support the following period’s budget.

“Because governmental funds’ measurement focus is
the flow of financial resources, the balance sheet primar-
ily reports assets and liabilities that represent net spend-
able and available resources for these funds. In many
ways, fund balance represents working capital, which
can either be used as a liquidity reserve or for spending
in future years.

Can't get to the ocean?
We will bring it to you!
After-school Marine Science
Club: Get wet, hands-on,
standards-based FUN! Four-  the >
week club for grades 1-6 at traveling sea
D38 schools. Sign up for LPES, MA, and Kilmer!

Please see www.travelingsea.com for more

information, dates, and to register.
travelingsea@gmail.com.
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“Many state and local governments are experienc-
ing revenue shortfalls and are facing difficult decisions
in balancing their budgets. One option some governments
have is to use a portion of fund balance to offset revenue
declines and balance the current-year budget. However,
not all amounts reported as part of fund balance are avail-
able to be used in a future budget.”

For more information see http://www.journalofaccou
ntancy.com/Issues/2009/Nov/20091713.htm.

Smith said she had always followed the policies for-
malized in GASB 54 and would continue to do so. The
board unanimously approved Smith’s resolution.

Graffiti abatement ordinance approved
Burk stated, “Graffiti is not a major problem in town, and
it’s nice to have a tool in the box to attend to it when it
happens” to quickly move forward to abate it. He added
wording to amend the proposed ordinance that addressed
the department’s concerns, defining “reasonable mea-
sures in a reasonable amount of time” and “reasonable
hours” for police officers to take action for documenting
graffiti on private property. Town Attorney Gary Shupp
concurred on Burk’s proposed amendment and proposed
wording concerning the failure to abate graffiti.

Green said getting rid of graffiti in less than 24 hours
is “so important,” otherwise “it’s a free-for-all.” She
added that if property owners could not afford to abate
the graffiti, the town’s Public Works Department would
provide assistance.

After a lengthy technical discussion of a variety of
potential scenarios, the ordinance was approved by a 5-1
vote. Trustee Jeff Kaiser was opposed due to concerns
that victims might be punished by a change in policy by
future town code enforcement officers.

Pavement ordinance approved
Kassawara noted that the town’s asphalt pavement design
code was “very archaic” and needed the addition of “stan-
dards by reference” to make updating by the staff simpler.
The sidewalk standard width will be increased from four
feet to five feet. There was a lengthy discussion of the
technical aspects of the advantages of porous asphalt
pavement, including how its enhanced drainage allows
for minimizing or, in some cases, eliminating the need
for stormwater detention, particularly in icing weather.
The Housing and Building Association had no comments
on the proposal.

The pavement ordinance was unanimously ap-
proved.

The board also unanimously approved an annual re-
newal of the liquor license for Chili’s Grill & Bar in the
Monument Marketplace on Jackson Creek Parkway.

Financial reports

The board approved four payments over $5,000:

e $126,762 to Triview Metro District for November
sales tax ($115,379), December motor vehicle tax
($5,271) and Regional Building sales tax ($113)

e $5,231 to Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments
for 2012 annual dues

e $22,316 to CIRSA Insurance for first-quarter work-
ers’ compensation insurance

*  $14,167 to CIRSA Insurance for first-quarter liability
insurance

Smith briefed the board on her November and December

financial reports and her October and November sales tax

reports. They were unanimously accepted. She also noted
that the town audit for 2011 will be conducted in May and

that the December financial report would be updated as
2011 town billing and payments are concluded.

Staff reports and updates

Shupp reported that the Brody vs. Monument case regard-
ing the location of sidewalks and curbs on the vacant lot
on the southeast corner of Third and Front Streets is the
oldest case on Judge Price’s court docket. Robert Brody
has been in Florida with health-related issues and the
court has set a deadline of March for the case to move
forward or be dismissed.

Kassawara, Green, and Easton all stated that the
town and county development services staffs have a better
working relationship because of increased interactions.

Acting Public Works Director Tom Tharnish said
that water pumping issues continue with Triview, and
snow removal went well.

Burk noted that the next Rape Aggression Defense
class offered by the Police Department would begin on
Feb. 9. This is a 12-hour class that has proven to be very
popular and effective. He also discussed some recent
burglaries in Jackson Creek resulting from access to un-
locked cars with garage door openers. He recommended
removing personal property, including garage door open-
ers, from cars that are parked outdoors.

Green discussed Second Street angled parking. She
noted that the Historic Monument Merchants Associa-
tion is “100 percent against” elimination of angled park-
ing, there is no record of traffic accidents resulting from
people backing out of these spaces, and that in the past the
town has actually considered adding angled parking on
the north side of the street.

Trustee Tommie Plank said that angled parking is
used by customers of the Chapala Building as well as
Shani’s Café and association members want angled park-
ing retained when Second Street is upgraded.

Dominguez said that business owners are not con-
cerned about public safety. Plank replied that it would
be foolish for business owners to neglect public safety
and that there has not been a problem in the 19 years she
has operated her bookstore. Shupp concurred that angled
parking has not been a public safety issue and there
should not be any town liability.

Green said that the sidewalks on Second Street need
to be widened, which would require a conversion to paral-
lel parking.

Green noted that town recycling bins have filled up
so quickly that they will have to be emptied more often
to prevent overflowing. She recommended removing the
dumpsters on Jackson Creek Parkway due to dumping of
mattresses. Installing larger dumpsters at the Conoco fill-
ing station would be very expensive.

Green said that the Triview board was happy with
the town’s proposed intergovernmental agreements for
providing services to Triview at a direct cost for payroll.
Triview will be hiring its own employees and a district
manager.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

*hkkhkkhhkihkkikkik
Note: The Feb. 20 meeting was cancelled.
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on March 5 at
Town Hall, 645 Second St. Meetings are normally held
the first and third Wednesday of the month. Information:
884-8017.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Town Council combined workshop and regular meeting, Feb. 9

Three business licenses approved

By Jim Kendrick
On Feb. 9, the Palmer Lake Town Council unanimously
approved three new business licenses. Mayor John Cress-
man welcomed back Trustee Nikki McDonald from her
brief absence for her second hip replacement surgery.

Water Trustee Max Stafford was absent from the
meeting.

Margaret McCord applied for a new business license
for McCord Property Services, a retail landscape com-
pany to be located in the Tri-Lakes Service Center at 780
Highway 105. They will sell annuals, perennials, some
shrubs, and typical garden supplies.

Melinda Barnhart and Shellie Costain applied for
a new license for The Urban Cottage, a resale shop for
furniture and home décor to be located in the West End
Center at 755 Highway 105.

Jason Sawerbrey applied for a new license for the
U-Haul, Games, and Cards Store to be located at 790

Highway 105 Suite C. Sawerbrey said he and his wife are
expanding their existing U-Haul/games business in Foun-
tain by opening a second store in this new location. They
will have retail sales of board, card, miniature, and table-
top games for all ages and hold tournaments for these
activities. They will add U-Haul rentals as a side business
with “about four trucks and four trailers at the most.”

Committee reports
Cressman reported that the town is running well after
recently reducing the size of the staff due to revenue
constraints. He said he appreciated how hard “you guys
are all working.” Town Hall rental has been increased to
$50 per hour.

Park Trustee Gary Coleman said several parks proj-
ects would start in the spring with warmer weather and
that the town is pursuing grant money to help fund these.

Economic Development Trustee Mike Mad-
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dox listed a number of successful events at the Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts. For more information, see
www.TriLakesArts.org.

Police Trustee McDonald discussed the detailed po-
lice activity report. Four traffic summonses were issued
and three DUI arrests were made by the Palmer Lake
Police Department in January.

Cressman reported that the town’s new water treat-
ment plant is operational, the contractors have completed
their work, and 3.39 million gallons of potable water were
produced in January. He also reported a variety of routine
winter repair activities in the roads report.

Fire Trustee Rich Kuester reported 35 calls for the
Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department in January. Fire-
fighter David Carr was appointed to the D Shift lieutenant

position. The first department awards night dinner was a
success.

The town’s accountant, Linda Ousnamer of Pencil
Pusher Inc., gave an overview of town finances. Most
departments were under budget, while the Police Depart-
ment had spent 10.4 percent of their budget compared to
the planned 8.3 percent. The auditors will present the
2011 audit to the council in June.

Town Clerk Tara Berreth expressed concern about
the possible effects of heavy semi and dump trucks for
gas and oil fracking operations near Mount Herman on
town residential streets like Rock Ridge Road and Sun-
crest Road.

During public comment, Tri-Lakes Views represen-
tative Betty Konarski asked for a donation of $250 from

the town for her group’s program of installing pedestals
on pads for outdoor art displays as well as benches and
walkways. She said Town of Palmer Lake and Town of
Monument donations are critical for becoming more eli-
gible for grants that will help make “the Tri-Lakes region
a special place to visit.” The board unanimously approved
the requested donation.
The meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
*kkhkkihkkikkik
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on March 8
in Town Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Meetings are normally
held on the second Thursday of the month. Information:
481-2953.
Jim Kendrick can be reached @ jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Feb. 22

Station 2 grand opening March 24; public invited

By Jim Kendrick

On Feb. 22, Chief Vinny Burns announced at the Donald
Wescott Fire Protection District board meeting that the
district would hold a grand opening at 11 a.m. on March
24 for its new Station 2 and dedication of the building
in honor of the late Chief Jeff Edwards, who was so in-
strumental in getting this station built. The new station is
located at 15505 Highway 83, which is on the northeast
corner of the Stagecoach Road intersection.

The public is invited, and carpooling to this event is
encouraged. Additional information on parking for the
dedication and grand opening will be available on the
Wescott home page at http:/www.wescottfire.org/ later
this month.

Chief’s report

Assistant Chief Scott Ridings reported 138 calls in Janu-
ary, up from 109 in January 2011. He reminded the board
that it has not been a full year since Wescott implemented
its “closest response” policy and started responding to
calls in Jackson Creek for Tri-Lakes/Monument Fire
Protection District, which has increased the amount of
emergency service Wescott now provides.

Ridings passed around “job-well-done” cards from
several families thanking the district for its help during
serious medical emergency responses that involved trans-
port to local hospitals.

Burns stated that he had offered to store the Pikes
Peak Firefighter Association’s REHAB vehicles that pro-
vide food and refreshment throughout the region during

structure fires and similar kinds of incidents. The RE-
HAB vehicles had been stored in a Black Forest Fire Res-
cue Protection District garage that will be torn down. The
vehicles will now be stored in Wescott Station 3 on Sun
Hills Drive. Wescott will receive reimbursement from
REHAB for half of the utilities used by the building.

Station 3 will continue to be available for the current
groups of scout, homeowners associations, Red Cross,
and other organizations’ meetings that use the station’s
“community room.” The REHAB organization will also
hold its monthly training meeting at Station 3.

Designated election official appointed
The board unanimously approved a resolution for ap-
pointment and authorization of designated elected official
Cheryl Marshall for the May district election. Marshall is
the district’s administrative assistant.

Construction update
Final construction for Station 2 is being wrapped up
without difficulty. When the Certificate of Occupancy is
issued, the Wismer family will deed over the 5-acre lot to
the district. The county Planning Commission gave final
approval for the rezoning and subdivision of the Station 2
lot on Feb. 8.

There is about $35,000 of non-construction contract
work remaining to be completed that will be paid from the
station’s contingency fund. Burns noted that the original
estimate for building the new station was $3.3 million.
The actual cost, due in part to the land donation by Da-
vid and Mary Wismer as well as careful management

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, Feb. 22

Family thankful for saving home

By Bernard L. Minetti

Shawn and Linda Cash and their son, Milo, attended the
Feb. 22 meeting of the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District to thank the district for protecting their
home during a recent fire. The Cash family said Shift
“A” used outstanding firefighting techniques and effort
that saved their home from major damage. The fire had
started in their garage and was spreading toward the
house. Through the efforts of these firefighters, damage
was minimized.

District Treasurer John Hildebrandt stated that the
district had received $149 in property tax revenue in
January and that major revenue would be received at the
end of February. The district had received $22,858 or 9.17
percent of the budgeted specific ownership tax revenue

for the year. Ambulance revenues received were $50,994
or 9.27 percent of the annual budgeted amount.

Hildebrandt noted that administrative expenses were
slightly over budget due to payment of liability insurance
and maintenance contracts. He also advised the board that
there were three paydays in January instead of the normal
two. Expenses for January were at 11.45 percent of the
annual budgeted amount, or 3.12 percent over budget for
the month.

throughout the design-build process, has kept the total
building construction cost within the revised $2 million
budget.

Ridings stated that the new assistant chief’s Ford
pickup truck was to be shipped on Feb. 23. It should be
delivered by mid-March after repainting and installation
of radios, lights, and other special equipment.

The meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.

*kkhkkihkikkik
The next meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on March 21
at Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. Information: 488-
8680.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendick@ocn.me.
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Above: Shift “A” members thanked by the Cash family for saving their home from major damage are, from
left, firefighter Steve Monroe, driver engineer Keegan Black, driver engineer Chris Riggs, paramedic Steve
Peters, driver engineer “B” Moberg, Lt. Max Mabrey, (not visible in the rear, paramedic Patrick Daugherty,)
Lt. Tracey Stapley, paramedic Erin Lamb-Smith, firefighter Kristina Topp, and Battalion Chief Mike Dooley.

Photo by Bernard Minetti.

A resolution to deal with unpaid ambulance bills was in-
troduced for consideration. It was noted in the resolution
that bankruptcy, Medicare, Medicaid, and the Colorado
Indigent Care Program were the primary causes of the
nonpayments. The resolution allows for the monthly
write-off of these nonpayments. It will be voted on at the
March meeting.

District Fire Chief Robert Denboske reported on the
annual statistics for fire rescue. He reported that total
responses numbered 2,013 in 2008, 2,075 in 2009, 2,051
in 2010, and 1,840 in 2011. A total of 887 calls were for
medical needs in 2011.

Denboske said that total personnel training hours
conducted by the district totaled 4,258.9 in 2011. Fire/All
Hazard Specific training hours amounted to 2,745. EMS
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specific hours totaled 1,246.3 and physical fitness hours
totaled 267.4.

Denboske also said Fire Marshal Curtis Kauffman
had resigned his position to take a post with another
fire district. A replacement had not yet been assigned.
In 2011, the fire marshal conducted 30 commercial plan
reviews of various types and 28 new home plan reviews.
The marshal conducted 423 commercial fire inspections
in the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, 141
in Palmer Lake, and nine in the Donald Wescott district.
Public education events totaled 36 and consisted of car
seat checks, station/truck tours, and community events.

A new uniform policy was introduced that included
changes to uniform benefits that were considered to be

Above: From left, Linda Cash, son Milo, and
Shawn Cash came to the February board meeting
to express thanks to Shift “A”.Photo by Bernard
Minetti.

more economical and more practical for inclusion in the
district. These changes will be reviewed and voted upon
at the March meeting.

The meeting was then closed for executive session to
determine board positions on matters that may be subject
to negotiations, developing strategy for negotiations, and
instructing negotiators.

*hkkkkhkkhkkhkikk
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 28, in the Administration Center at 166 Second
St. in Monument. For further information regarding this
meeting, contact Jennifer Martin at 719-484-0911.
Bernard Minetti can be contacted at
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, Feb. 22

Board sets priorities, presents award

By Harriet Halbig

The newly formed Woodmoor Improvement Association

(WIA) Board of Directors met to discuss priorities for the

year on Feb. 22.

President Jim Hale listed his priorities as follows:

e Complete approval process for the revised cov-
enants.

e Complete and approve the revised Design Standards
Manual.

» Create a strategic plan for the community with the
help of a consultant, including updating the associa-
tion’s reserve policy.

* Increase communication between homeowners and
the association through the use of social networking
technology.

Hale said he attended the recent meeting regarding the

Doewood Gate and said that work in that area should be

completed by June. Some landscaping work will be done

to make the area look more natural, and parts of two lots
will be returned to their original owners in Woodmoor
and Doewood Estates.

Hale presented the Vincent Elorie Award for Out-
standing Citizenship to Carolyn Streit-Carey, former
director of forestry and longtime member of the Forestry
Committee. She was active in planning annual Firewise
community days and training forestry monitors. She pre-
viously served on the Architectural Control Committee.

Homeowners association Manager Matt Beseau
reported that training of new members of the board is
underway. He also reported that 800 signatures are still
needed for approval of the covenants. Where email ad-
dresses are known, monthly messages were being sent to
those who had not voted.

Treasurer Nick Oakley reported that the association
is on track for the first month of the new year.

Woodmoor Public Safety Chief Kevin Nielsen re-
ported that there is provision in the 2012 budget for the
purchase of a new patrol vehicle. He said the WIA uses
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Above: Former Director of Forestry Carolyn Streit-
Carey is awarded the 2011 Vincent Elorie Award
for Outstanding Citizenship by board President Jim
Hale. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

the state’s bid process for purchase of vehicles, thereby
saving about $6,000 off the MSRP. The board passed a
motion authorizing Nielsen to seek a new vehicle, with
expenditure not to exceed $28,000, and to sell a used
vehicle.

Beseau, reporting for Architectural Control Direc-
tor Anne Stevens-Gountanis, said that there were seven
projects during January, including a deck, fences, reroof-
ing, and a satellite dish. He said that the committee would
submit its draft of the new design manual to the board
before its next meeting.

Hale said that he would like to call a special meeting
of the board to review the manual and that he would like
the membership to have access to it on the association
website before its approval.

Forestry Director Eric Gross reported that he has
been meeting with former Director Jim Woodman on ac-
tivities and responsibilities of the committee. There have
been no lot evaluations during the winter season.

Woodman will remain chairman of the Firewise
Committee and will head the planning process for the
Firewise Community Day.
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Gross said that, due to the increase in the cost of
water in the community, there may be more widespread
die-off of trees as homeowners economize.

Director of Common Areas W. Lee Murray reported
that the association continues to make improvements to
the barn, such as:

* A new rack for storing tables has been built into the
meeting room so it is no longer necessary to bring
them up and down the stairs for events.

» Aleakin the ceiling has been repaired for the second
time at no additional cost.

»  Some of the siding is cracked and possibly allowing
water to leak between the interior and exterior walls

of the barn. This will be investigated after snow sea-

son.

The board briefly discussed concerns about snow removal
in the community. Gross said that members have con-
tacted him about safety issues such as ice on major roads
well after snow has fallen.

Gross said that only two Woodmoor roads—Furrow
and Higby Roads—are considered to be first priorities.
Snow plowing is the responsibility of the county, not the
WIA, so the county should be contacted about problems.
Perhaps if enough people call it will improve the service,
he said.

Nielsen said that he and Public Safety Director Paul

Lambert met with the county Department of Transporta-
tion in 2003 to try to change priorities. Salt and sand are
limited to steep grades and curves.

*kkhkkihkikkik
The Board of Directors of the Woodmoor Improvement
Association meets at 7 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of
each month at the association’s Barn, 1691 Woodmoor
Drive, in Monument. The next meeting will be held on
March 22.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

February Weather Wrap

By Bill Kappel
February was wet and cold around the region as several
snowfalls, including heavy snow at the beginning of the
month, led to near record snow totals for the month. Tem-
peratures were well below normal, with no real warm-
ing.

After a warm and dry January, winter made a re-
turn appearance during the first week of February with
record-setting snowfall across the region and chilly
temperatures. You wouldn’t have expected it after the
first day of the month, when temperatures reached the
mid-40s under mostly sunny to partly cloudy skies that
day. Clouds continued to increase, however, through the
afternoon and evening, and by the morning of the 2nd it
was cloudy. This was associated with a strong area of lift
(low pressure from the surface through about 20,000 feet)
moving into the region from the Intermountain West then
over the Four Corners and into northern New Mexico.

As this low pressure continued to slowly move into
the region, the air pressure over the Front Range and East-
ern Plains of Colorado began to fall. This opened the door
for moisture from the Gulf of Mexico to enter the region
(remember: air flows from high to low, just like water). At
the same time, cold air was moving into the state from the
north. All these factors led to a record-setting snowfall
for much of the region for this time of the year.

Light snow and flurries began to fall off and on over
the Palmer Divide during the daylight hours on the 2nd,
then began to pick up in intensity overnight. Snow contin-
ued to fall, heavily at times, on the 3rd and winds began to
kick up as well. Heavy snow and wind continued off and
on through early on the 4th when the storm finally began
to clear out of the region.

When the snow finally ended, most of us had re-
ceived 15 to 20 inches of new snow, eclipsing our normal
monthly average in one storm. Some areas, especially in
southern Elbert and northeastern EIl Paso counties, picked
up closer to 30 inches of snow, while several foothill com-
munities in Douglas, Jefferson, Boulder, and Gilpin coun-
ties received 40 to 50 inches.

Snow amounts this high are not uncommon for us in
March and April, but very rare in early February, nor-
mally one of our driest times of the year. As would be ex-
pected with such a strong storm, temperatures were cold,
not reaching above freezing from the afternoon of the 2nd
through the rest of the weekend.

Wintry conditions continued during the week of the
6th around the region. Temperatures remained below
average as the abundant snowpack from the previous
weekend’s snowstorm helped keep temperatures down.
Several weak disturbances also affected the area, mainly
bringing snow to the mountains and light accumulations
for us. Highs continued to hold below freezing on the
6th and 7th, keeping a streak going that started on the
afternoon of the 2nd. A couple of inches of new snowfall
accumulated over the two days as well.

A brief break from the cold took over on the 8th,
with highs reaching the low 40s that afternoon. Cooler
air moved back in over the next couple of days, with a few
flurries and highs in the 30s. A quick push of Arctic air
made an appearance starting late on the 10th and holding
steady through the morning of the 12th. Temperatures
struggled to reach the mid-teens on the 11th, with plenty
of fog, low clouds, and flurries giving all the exposed
surfaces a layer of rime ice. This air mass was pushed
out of the region on the 12th and temperatures quickly

FOR RENT: DUPLEX IN THE PINES
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rebounded to the low and mid-40s that afternoon.

Unsettled conditions with below-normal tempera-
tures stuck around during the week of the 12th. High
temperatures bounced between the low 30s and low
40s during the week as several quick-moving systems
affected the region. Low clouds and fog started off the
morning of the 12th, as a shallow Arctic air mass hung on
for a few hours before being pushed out of the region later
that morning. Temperatures jumped into the low 40s that
afternoon. Cooler air worked back in the next morning,
with brief snow and graupel showers that afternoon.

Clear skies greeted us for the 14th and temperatures
warmed back into the low 40s. Low clouds and fog, along
with cooler temperatures, again returned for the 15th, then
quiet and clear conditions returned for the 16th and 17th.
But again this was short-lived, as another quick moving
system dropped a dusting of snow during the early morn-
ing hours of the 18th, with quiet weather again returning
for the 19th. It was quite a roller coaster of a ride weather-
wise during the week, and we can expect more of the
same as we continue to head closer to spring.

Two shots of snow pushed monthly totals to near
record levels during the last week of the month. The first
brought a couple of inches to the region during the early
morning hours of the 20th, with brief heavy snow and
blowing snow making for an icy morning commute. Tem-
peratures stayed below freezing that day as well. Sun-
shine and mild conditions quickly returned over the next
few days, and high temperatures reached the low 50s for
the first time in the month on the afternoon of the 22nd.

Winds were also gusty at times, which will continue
to be a more common occurrence as we head into spring.
Wind gusts over 80 mph were recorded on the west side
of 1-25 around the Air Force Academy during the morn-
ing hours of the 22nd. This windy, mild, and dry weather
also helped to melt the substantial snowpack around the
area, but it was short-lived as a quick-moving but power-
ful storm system roared through the area around 3 a.m. on
the 23rd. Snow fell heavily for several hours that morning
and continued off and on through the early evening.

Winds were also strong, causing significant blowing
and drifting.

Many areas picked up another 4 to 8 inches of new
snow, pushing some monthly totals in the area above the
30-inch mark, a pretty rare occurrence for what is nor-
mally one of our driest months of the year. Temperatures
were cold that day as well, with the high temperature
reached at midnight and daytime temperatures struggling
to reach the mid-20s. Clear skies that evening and through
the next morning combined with the fresh snowpack to
allow temperatures to quickly plummet.

Morning lows on the 24th reached below zero in the
normal cold spots around the region. But, as is often the
case this time of the year, the cold air was quickly re-
placed by mild conditions as the stronger sun angle is now
much more efficient at melting snow and warming the air.
Temperatures reached into the low 50s the very next af-
ternoon and, as winds again picked up, much of the snow
melted over the last few days of the month.

A look ahead
March is known for a wide range of weather conditions
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in the region. We can see 70° temperatures one afternoon
and a blizzard the next. Many of us remember the bliz-
zard of March 2003 when we received 30 to 50 inches of
snow that shut down the region. However, snow that does
fall begins to quickly melt this time of the year, providing
beneficial moisture for our plants and limited inconve-
nience for us.

February 2012 Weather Statistics

Average High 36.2° (-3.1°)
100-year return frequency value max 51.9° min 32.8°
Average Low 12.3° (-0.9)
100-year return frequency value max 21.9° min 3.7°
Highest Temperature 51° on the 22nd
Lowest Temperature -2° on the 24th
Monthly Precipitation 1.84”

(+1.03” 66% above normal)
100-year return frequency value max 2.10” min 0.02”

Monthly Snowfall 29.8”
(+16.5”, 65% above normal)
Season to Date Snow 85.4”

(+15.0”, 18% above normal)
(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip.  14.87”
(+2.13”, 15% above normal)
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days 1206 (+120)
Cooling Degree Days 0
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.
He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.
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Letters to Our Community

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has
established a policy that we do not knowingly print letters
that have appeared in substantially the same form else-
where. Please identify your submission as a letter to the
editor and include your full name, home address, and day
and evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is rec-
ommended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar,
and accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ocn.me or mail
to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, Monument,
Colorado 80132-1742. In response to problems receiving
e-mail, if you send your letter by e-mail, we will send
an e-mail acknowldegement. If you do not receive an ac-
knowledgement, please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511
to confirm that we have received your letter.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN
even when the letter writer is an OCN volunteer.

Zero Tolerance robs students of education
While shopping at Monument Marketplace the other
day, | separately conversed with two former students.
Although they were different in almost every way, both
had either been suspended or expelled from school after
making bad, nonviolent, “kid” choices. Both were cur-
rently struggling to complete high school and, at age 19,
had about half the number of credit hours required to
graduate. They were also both victims of the Zero Toler-
ance Policy: an approach to discipline that we now know
produces the opposite outcome from what was originally
designed.

Zero Tolerance allows administrators to hide behind

the community’s worst fears in order to avoid the difficult
and complex investigations and analyses of behaviors and
choices made by children and adolescents. The research
is overwhelming that the goals of Zero Tolerance have
little to do with changing the behavior of students who
make the mistakes. It is about getting the “bad seeds” out
so the rest can achieve. There are no major studies that
show Zero Tolerance works to improve the achievement
of those punished or those remaining in the classroom.

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 has been the un-
fortunate recipient of negative attention by the press,
including a front page Denver Post article regarding Zero
Tolerance. It was clear that the Post reporters had done
their homework. How Zero Tolerance is administered is a
district choice, and this is certainly not just a D-38 issue.
Research is clear. Suspensions and, especially, expulsion
of students is the single factor that puts these students at
risk for not graduating from high school.

Our district has made national news and has been ac-
cused of making poor administrative decisions based on
knee-jerk reactions that undermine our students’ educa-
tion. Don’t our students and parents deserve more from
our school decision makers?

Stephen Boyd

District 38 must retain more students
In the spring of 2011, D-38 Interim Superintendent Ted
Bauman invited me to participate in a study group. We
examined why students who live in the D-38 community
enroll in school districts outside their parents’ residence.
We briefed our findings to the D-38 school board. Bot-
tom line: Parents “choose” other schools districts because

they provide a better fit for their families.

The historical data revealed that since 2006, D-38
students have elected to “choice out” of our district of
academic distinction into another district, mostly D-20,
in alarming numbers. Today, those numbers show some
improvement. The Oct. 1, 2011, enrollment data is now
available on the Colorado Department of Education’s
website. For D-38, this year’s net result of students who
“choice in” compared to students who “choice out” is
minus 293, down from a high last year of minus 344.
Improvement yes, but the numbers are still on the nega-
tive side.

How are other school districts faring? Cheyenne
Mountain D-12—most similar to D-38 in size, demo-
graphics, budget, programs, and performance—is a plus
1,045. (D-12 does not provide bus service.)

We must get on the plus side of this equation. The
new contract with Monument Academy, a premier Colo-
rado charter school, and D-38’s new homeschool program
are finally steps in the right direction. We applaud these
efforts and more for families to support their neighbor-
hood schools.

Direction 38!, a grassroots organization, supports
“school choice” and regards parents as the authority in
their children’s education. We raised awareness of these
and other options at our 2011 “Get Educated” summer
series. If you missed last year’s forums, please plan to
attend the June, July, and August 2012 events. Student
assessment, school choice, school reform and innovation,
STEM, and much more will be covered. Check out Direc-
tion 38!’s website, www.lpd38.org.

Ana Konduris
President, Direction 38! m

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore

Creative children’s classics

By the staff at Covered Treasures
Children’s picture books are a delight to read, while the
creative illustrations give a glimpse into the world of
art and imagination. Some of the best new volumes and
longtime classics are listed below.

| Want My Hat Back

By Jon Klassen (Candlewick Press) $15.99

A bear has lost his hat. What if he never sees it again?
Wait! He has seen his hat. As the bear wanders through
the forest asking all the animals about his hat, young-
sters will delight in helping to solve the mystery.

Harold and the Purple Crayon

By Crockett Johnson (HarperCollins) $16.99

One evening, Harold decided to go for a walk in the
moonlight. But there wasn’t any moon. Fortunately, he
had his purple crayon, so he drew a moon. He needed
something to walk on, so he drew a path.... And thus
begins one of the most imaginative adventures in all
of children’s books. This beloved story has intrigued
children for generations, as page-by-page reveals the
dramatic and clever adventures of Harold and his purple
crayon.

New Fabrics!

New Clagges!

New Hobby!
$2 OFF!

Any purchase of $10 or more
with this ad
273 Washington St.

0Old Town
Monument

(719) 375-3961

Spring Break
Movie Camp and
Art Camp

Age groups
6-10 and 11-17

Movies, 9-noon—Learn to crew and create
your own movie short!

Art, 2-5 pm—Get your artwork going—take
home daily art!

Call Janet Sellers at (719) 488-8280

Monument School of Fine Arts
www.]anetSellers.com

If You Give a Dog a Donut

By Laura Numeroff (Harper Collins) $16.99

If you give a dog a donut, he’ll ask for some apple juice to
go with it. He’ll drink up all the juice, and before you can
say “Woof,” Dog is off on an adventure. In the irresistible
“If You Give ...” tradition, one thing leads to another until
you delightfully end up back at the beginning.

Otto the Book Bear

By Katie Cleminson (Hyperion Books) $16.99

Otto lives in a book and is happiest when children are
reading his story. But Otto has a secret: When no one is
looking, he comes to life! Otto loves to walk out of his
pages and has a wonderful time exploring the house—un-
til one day when his book is taken away, and he is left
behind. Young children will be enchanted as the delight-
ful illustrations allow them to follow Otto in his search
for a new home.

Be Quiet, Mike!

By Leslie Patricelli (Candlewick Press) $14.99

Here is the story of a monkey named Mike, who’s been
drumming nonstop ever since he was a tyke. He wants
to be loud, but he’s told to be quiet. He wants a drum set,
but he just can’t buy it. Yet Mike finds a way, and the de-
lightful illustrations will find their way into the reader’s
heart.

All Kinds of Kisses
By Nancy Tafuri (Little, Brown & Co.) $16.99

i

We are a local
professional tree
service offering thinning, trimming,

quality work at chipping.

affordable prices. ® Low winter rates
o Firewood Available

719-488-1818

Licensed and Insured

TREE MAN

Tree Service & Fire Prevention

¢ We do all types of
tree work any time
of year: Removal,
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All around the farm, animal families
snuggle up with their little ones, offering
them warmth and love. Following a mama
bird on her journey back to the nest, Ta-
furi uses beautiful, inviting illustrations to
share how different creatures show their
love and affection in a heartfelt homage
to all the wonderful kinds of kisses in the
world.

Llama, Llama Red Pajama
By Anna Dewdney (Viking) $16.99
A bedtime story, a goodnight kiss, and

Mama Llama turns off the light. But is
everything all right? No! At least Baby
Llama doesn’t think so, and soon his
whimpers and hollers bring Mama back.
Warm, fuzzy, and very funny, this classic
is sure to bring smiles of recognition to
children and parents.

Tops & Bottoms

By Janet Stevens (Harcourt Books) $17
Bear has lots of land, but he’s lazy. When
Hare suggests that if Bear donates land,
he will do the labor, and they will split

the crop in half, Bear agrees. All he has
to do is choose the half he wants—tops or
bottoms. Sleepy Bear takes tops but finds
once the harvest is in that clever Hare has
tricked him.

Cars and Trucks and Things That Go

By Richard Scarry (Random House)
$14.99

Illustrated in Scarry’s signature style, this
book tells the humorous story of the Pig
family’s trip to the beach and the hundreds
of vehicles they pass along the way. Chil-

dren will love poring over the pages—and
wondering where Goldbug will turn up
next.

Reading with children can be joyful, or
just plain fun. Meanwhile, happy memo-
ries that pass from generation to genera-
tion are created along the way.

Until next month, happy reading.
The staff at Covered Treasures Bookstore
can be contacted at books@ocn.me.

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Migration and the chimney swift

By Elizabeth Hacker
While it may not feel like spring to us humans, birds rec-
ognize it! When daylight hours increase and the weather
begins to warm, birds recognize the signs of spring and
they start to move. Many species that winter in the lower
latitudes have already begun their long and arduous an-
nual migration north.

Migration routes
The four major migration routes include the Atlantic,
Mississippi, Central, and Pacific flyways. Within the
major flyways are many corridors. Some birds fly the
same route their ancestors followed while others, like the
waxwings, are nomadic, but they all need sources of food
and water.

The Tri-lakes area is situated along the Front Range
corridor of the Central flyway. In a good year, 400 or
more bird species might migrate along this corridor. Will
you see them in your yard? Possibly yes and maybe no.
Some species, like finches, sparrows, grosbeaks, and
humming birds, are drawn to feeders, and while they’re
flighty during migration, they will interface with humans.
Other birds, like the tanager, avoid contact with humans
and rarely take seeds from a feeder.

Why do birds migrate?

The two primary reasons birds migrate are for food and
to reproduce. As seasons change, so does the food supply.
Summer in the northern latitudes provides birds with a
rich supply of insects and other sources of protein neces-
sary for reproduction. Flowering plants provide nectar,
fruit, and seeds that birds need to build stores of energy,
or fat, in preparation for fall migration.

One example is the broad-tailed hummingbird, which
begins to arrive on the Divide in late March when there
are few if any flowers. It survives on insects that provide
the protein it needs to mate and reproduce. Later in the
summer when flowers are readily available, it stays busy
eating nectar to build up fat reserves in preparation for its
long migration, which includes a non-stop flight over por-

tions of the Gulf of Mexico.

Finding migrating birds
Wind, rain, snow, and ice can ground flocks of birds, and
I’m always on the lookout for those birds that otherwise
wouldn’t stop here. To find these birds, it helps to under-
stand when they migrate and their preferred habitat.

Night-time fliers

For reasons unknown, a long list of birds migrate at night
including wood warblers, sparrows, swifts, buntings,
nightjars, and owls. It is thought that flocks of smaller
songbirds prefer the cool still night air and use the day-
time hours to rest and feed. But other birds like snow
geese that migrate during the day also will fly at night if
the conditions are right. In the 1950s, German ornitholo-
gists Franz and Eleanor Sauer determined that birds use
the stars to navigate but they also use visual landmarks
like coasts, mountains, and rivers.

On clear spring (and fall) nights, I bundle up and go
outside to listen for birds on the fly. If there is a bright
moon, I’ll set up my viewing scope, but truthfully I’'m
guided by sound. When weather turns bad, 1 may go to
one of the lakes or the Santa Fe Trail to look for birds that
were forced to land. But if I’m lucky, they’ll land in my
yard.

Daytime fliers

High fliers and heavier birds like hawks, geese, and cranes
utilize thermal air currents to migrate during the day. Ris-
ing air currents allow big birds to glide, saving energy be-
cause they don’t have to flap their wings as often. If flying
in the direction of the wind, birds fly high in the sky. If, on
the other hand, they are flying into a headwind, they fly at
low altitudes, sometimes just above the surface.

Birds such as the swallow and the swift feed on in-
sects while flying during the day, but they also fly at night.
Swallows generally fly low over the water, dipping and
turning to grab an insect. Swifts tend to fly high and out
of sight. I only see them on a foggy day or when there is
an inversion.

Chimney swift
In March, the swift begins it long journey from the Ama-
zon Basin of Peru to North America. It flies night and
day, resting only occasionally during periods of inclement
weather. It arrives here sometime between late March and
mid-April.
Description

The chimney swift is an obscure, small, sooty gray bird
that resembles a swallow. It has a stumpy cigar-shaped
body, stiff sharp wings, and a short bristly tail. Swifts
have tiny legs and are unable to perch or stand upright
like other songbirds. They use their tail bristles and sharp
claws to climb up and cling to surfaces.

Swifts feed solely on insects while flying. They are
tireless fliers, have abundant energy, and rarely land. On
cloudy days when insects remain near the ground, swifts
will dip down and glide over a pond to feed among the
twittering swallows.

Nesting

The chimney swift begins to build a nest in late May.
Nests resemble a hammock built of dried twigs that the
swift snaps off a tree as it flies to the nest. Male and fe-
male work together to build a strong saucer-shaped nest
using their glutinous saliva to “cement” the twigs together
and adhere the nest to a vertical surface. Pre-settlement
nests were located inside of a hollowed-out tree, but today
most nests are found on the inside wall of a chimney.
The female lays up to five eggs. Both parents incubate the
eggs for three weeks. The chicks hatch pink and naked,
but even before their pin feathers poke through their flesh,
the chicks are climbing the walls of the chimney. Within
a month the chick will fledge the nest, join a flock, and
begin to prepare for their long flight back to Peru.

Elizabeth Hacker is a writer and artist. Email her at

elizabethhacker@ocn.me to share bird pictures and

stories.

Art Matters

Art for March: We're taking it personally

By Janet Sellers
All over the world, not to mention locally, the artisan
handmade trend is absolutely booming. The consumerism
glut is upon us, and people are taking back their personal
need for originality and personal exchange.

Most all of us have been increasingly using our
electronic tools to connect to the outside world, getting
instant information, instant facts, instant images, instant
anything to hear or observe as a spectator. Yet, in the big
news for small places, CNN and other news agencies
report people are looking for more and more creative
endeavors to do themselves, because they wish to expe-
rience handmade arts firsthand—and locally—and the
handmade arts industry is responding with endless op-
tions. We are certainly taking back our person-hood in
the form of the human touch in art and things we wish to
have with us.

Even the impersonal electronic online venues offer a
big reception for the handmade experience. Etsy, an on-
line community of artisans for handmade arts and crafts

and vintage items, reported $69.8 million of goods were
sold by its community in December 2011, 12.9 percent
more than November’s $61.8 million (2010 sales for the
entire year were $70 million). More than just a business
opportunity online, Etsy, along with brick-and-mortar
handmade artisan venues, looks to change the way our
economy works. Their focus is on person-to-person,
original exchanges.

Along with our usual plethora of sunny days here in
our area, we must admit it’s been a season of very cold
weather in our town lately. Does art warm up our lives? |
like to think art and artists do. The human touch warms
the soul in a cold climate, be it social or weather-related.

It restores us knowing that somebody put the pencil
to the paper, the brushstrokes on the canvas, or that some-
one put a visual thought in photography for us to see and
enjoy. That may be why art, art venues, and especially
public art are having such a big comeback in our lives.

With the original works of art here in our town, the
first-hand experience is right there for us to see with our

eyes, or we can pick it up, hold it, we can feel it with our
own hands or at least get an eye-to-eye impression of the
genuine article.

Here in our neck of the woods—and hills—we have
some pretty nice opportunities to take in such handmade,
personal imagery up close and, of course, to purchase and
take it home as well. Go ahead, take a look for yourself
and see!

March local art shows and a call for artists

Monument Branch Library: 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Drive Monument. Palmer Divide Quilters will have
its annual quilt exhibition at the library, this year marking
their 11th year for the library show location. The show
goes up March 3 and will be on view through March 30.
It’s a visual treat for the entire month, with art quilts on
every wall and even hanging from the rafters.
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts: 304 Highway 105, Palm-
er Lake. Visions of Light juried photo exhibit opening re-
ception Saturday, March 3, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Features 90
images by 39 photographers. Runs through March 24.
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The mission of the 2012 Visions of Light exhibition
is to challenge photographers to go beyond producing a
technically correct photographic image and demonstrate
their use and/or control of light to help define the subject.
The light can be natural, manmade, or a combination that
enhances the impact, drama, emotion, composition, and/
or message of the image.
Tri-Lakes Views call for artists: The annual ArtSites, a
public art showcase in the Tri-Lakes area public outdoor
art exhibit showcasing sculpture, is inviting artists to par-

ticipate for the 2012 season. The exhibition offers sculp-
ture on pedestals that have been installed around the com-
munity and in the newly established Monument Sculpture
Park at Big Red, School District 38’s administration
building.

The exhibit is on display for one year and is fea-
tured in the annual ARTSites map which is distributed
to restaurants, hotels, and shops throughout the area.
Artists receive a $300 stipend for each piece accepted
by the jury. Entries must be received by March 10 and

must include digital images of the entries along with
title, material, size and value of each piece and name,
address, phone and e-mail of the artist. For details vis-
it www.trilakesviews.org.

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter and sculptor
who works in paint, metal and, most recently, con-
crete. Sellers lives in Woodmoor, Colorado. She can be
reached at janetsellers@ocn.me.

Snapshots of Our Community

February Exhibits at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts

Above: Photography artist “B”. Davis and TCLA Gallery Chair Marianne Gunter
view Davis’ exhibition at the reception for his show, which filled the main gallery
of the art center for the month of February. Davis’ works included over sized
specialty prints digitally enhanced to his unique color palette. Using the traditional
color photography basis, Davis’ work works with effective yet non traditional
colors that juxtapose the usual with the unusual colors in imagery.

PLAG show and sale, Feb. 3

Above: Cathy Rapp, photographer, stands with her recent February exhibit of
traditional photography in the Lucy Owens Gallery of the Tri Lake Center for the
Arts.

Photos by Janet Sellers.

Snow, Feb. 3-4

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, the Palmer Lake Art Group (PLAG) held an art
and show sale in the West End Center.

PLAG members Lorry Frederick, left, and Margarete Seagraves are shown
with some of the works for sale: fiber art, jewelry, photography, paintings, and
glasswork.

Besides the sale, PLAG members offered demonstrations on painting techniques
and glass works. A portion of the sale proceeds went to PLAG’s District 38 art
scholarship fund.

Photo by David Futey. David Futey can be reached at dfutey@ocn.me.

With pine trees draped in snow providing a picturesque winter scene, Mark
Fritts, Nick Lenski, Dani Kerr and Abbie Crain put on their snowshoes and hiked
the trail leading to the Palmer Lake reservoirs. Photo by David Futey
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Cops for Kids fundraiser for Parker Ebaugh, Feb. 11

Above: (Left) Otis Shaw and Michael Barclay played as one of three live bands
for the event. (Center) Denver Broncos cheerleader Tristan Dear poses for a

picture with her adoring fan, Kaelyn Gerlach of Palmer Lake. (Right) From left

By Krystle Fildes

For the second year in a row, the Monument Cops for
Kids organization held a fundraiser for Parker Ebaugh, a
2-year-old boy who was born with aniridia, a rare condi-
tion in which the iris is missing from an eye. It has caused
total blindness for Parker in one eye and glaucoma in the
other.

Tri-Lakes residents gathered Feb. 11 at Pinz Bowling
Center in Palmer Lake for the 12-hour event. All proceeds
were given to Parker’s parents, Lucas and Natalie Ebaugh,

to help cover his medical costs and travel expenses for
trips to specialists around the country.

From 1 p.m. to 1 a.m., guests enjoyed live music from
three local bands, silent and live auctions, and free au-
tographs from Denver Broncos cheerleaders Tristan and
Christina. Don Rose from the local Lions Club performed
free eye scans for children 3 to 6 years old.

Mary Russelavage, utility billing manager for the
Town of Monument, has coordinated the two fundrais-
ers.

February and March library events

to right, Marie and Bob Schubert, Parker’'s grandparents, and Angie Morris,
Parker’s aunt, smile for a family photo. Photos by Krystle Fildes.

bl

“Mary works endlessly to put this event together,
said Parker’s grandmother, Marie Schubert, who arrived
at the event with Bob Schubert, Parker’s grandfather, and
Angie Morris, Parker’s aunt. Also attending was Parker’s
great-grandmother.

“We are really touched at the outpouring of love for
Parker and his family,” Morris said. “He is an amazing
kid!”

Krystle Fildes can be contacted at krystlefildes@ocn.me

Blues Blast hits the right note; events added for spring break

Above: From left, Ronnie Shollust, Bob Pellegrino,
and Jodie Woodward of the Colorado Blues Society
kicked off the Winter Blues Blast with a free
harmonica class. Below: Ella Mortensen plays with
the band. Photos by Harriet Halbig.

By Harriet Halbig
The Monument library’s Winter Blues Blast on Feb. 11
was accompanied by a blast of winter weather. Those
who attended had a great time learning harmonica from
the Colorado Blues Society and enjoying other activities

and refreshments, all sponsored by the Tri-Lakes Friends
of the Library.

Homeschool book reports
Homeschool students of all ages are invited to bring a
favorite book they have read this month and a prepared
book report to share with the group. We’ll begin with pre-
schoolers and progress upward. This is a great chance to
practice speaking in front of a group. Props, visual aids,
and costumes are welcome

March’s Family Fun program, Rustle Up a Good Tale
with Denise Gard!, features Gard’s performing dog, Si-
enna. Jack is back in this Western version of Jack and the
Beanstalk, and the giant is one ornery cow thief. Join Gard
and Sienna as they rustle up a good tale or two and play the
harmonica Saturday, March 10, at 1:30 p.m.

The Book-Eaters Book Club for teens grades 7

Spring break programs
Join us on Tuesday, March 27, at 10:30 p.m. for Kather-
ine Dines and Hunk Ta Bunk Ta Music. Bring the family
to see this award-winning children’s songwriter. Dines
packs every performance with movement, sing-alongs,
zany props, story songs, and more. Everyone is part of
the show.

Neil Mclntyre and the Littleague are back to celebrate
what it really means to be a kid with Hip Hop for All. This
is hip hop that focuses on kids—who they are and what
they enjoy, but even Mom and Dad will be groovin’ to the
beats. Join us on Thursday, March 29, at 2 p.m.

Come to the library on Friday, March 30, at 2 p.m. as
Science Matters takes an African Safari. Join us on the
magic carpet as we use our imagination to sweep through

and up will discuss The Hunger Games by Suzanne
Collins on Wednesday, March 14, from 4 until 5:30
p.m. Do you think you’re an expert? Try your hand
at Hunger Games Jeopardy and you have a chance
to win tickets to the movie, premiering on March 23.
Snacks provided.

The AARP Mature Safe Driving Program will
be offered on Thursday, March 15, from 1 to 5 p.m.
This is a refresher course for motorists age 50 and
older. Graduates may present their course completion
certificate to their insurance agent for a discount.
Charge for the four-hour course is $12 for AARP
members and $14 for nonmembers. Class size is lim-
ited and registration is required.

The Monumental Readers will meet at 10 a.m.
on Friday, March 16, to discuss The Eyre Affair by
Jasper Fforde. All patrons are welcome to attend this
monthly book club.

Join us on Friday, March 16, from 4:15 to 5:
15 p.m. for more Fabulous Friday Fun, exploring
the Dewey Decimal System through activities and
games. There are snacks and rewards for finding
answers, and every participant earns a free book.
Suggested for upper elementary and middle school
students.

The LEGO Club will meet on March 17 from
10:30 until noon. We’ll provide the LEGOs and you
bring the creativity. Be sure to bring your camera to

record your creation—all pieces used to make proj-
ects remain the property of the Pikes Peak Library
District.
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the plains of Africa. Our magic genie will show us how
elephants brush their teeth and take a drink from an oasis.
We’ll explore a scary bed of nails and escape a fiery ex-
plosion. You will be helping throughout the journey (and
learning scientific principles)—no passport required.

The Palmer Divide Quiltmakers will share their ar-
tistic skill through color and fabric on the walls and in the
display case.

Palmer Lake library events

Palmer Lake’s Family Fun program for March is Cookies
for the Birds on Saturday, March 17, beginning at 10:30
a.m. Come for stories about birds and make a cookie bird-
feeder to take home. This program is for all ages.

Join us for Paws to Read and read to a dog for increased
fluency. Read with Misty, the tiny sheltie, on Thursday,
March 8, from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Read with Kirby, our
golden retriever friend, on Saturday, March 25, from 11
until noon. Read a story and select a prize!

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Feb. 16

The Palmer Lake Library Knitting Group meets on
Thursdays from 10 until noon. Knitters of all levels are
welcome to bring a project and enjoy the fellowship of the
group. Call 488-2587 for more information.

The Palmer Lake Book Group will meetat 9 a.m. on April
6 to discuss Room by Emma Donoghue. New members
are welcome and no registration is required.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

1918 Springs gang shootout recalled

By Bernard L. Minetti

Retired Colorado Springs police officer Dwight
Haverkorn gave a presentation on the history of the
criminal element in the Colorado Springs area to
about 80 attendees at the Palmer Lake Historical
Society meeting Feb. 16. He focused on activities
of the Frank Lewis-Dale Jones gang in 1918.

Haverkorn has done historical research on re-
gional homicides and is compiling a history of the
Colorado Springs Police Department.

He said that on Friday, Sept. 13, 1918, Joseph
F. Miller, Indiana regional superintendent of the
Pinkerton Detective Agency, was continuing his
search for a gang of bank robbers that had moved
from Kansas City to Denver. He had located the
gang at a house in Denver. Miller saw gang mem-
bers leave the house and drive off in a Buick tour-
ing car.

As they drove through Morrison, other gang

letters with historians, students of history, and the
general public. The letters are being donated to the
Marine Corps University Library in Quantico, Va.
Dates, times, and places for the readings will be
published.

Society President Al Walter noted that the
Society would again sponsor the annual Chautau-
qua. He said that this year, it would be on a smaller
scale—two days rather than three. It is scheduled
for Friday, Aug. 3 and Saturday, Aug. 4.

It was also noted that Gary Coleman had been
elected to the Society board.

*hkkhkhkkkhkhkhkk
The Palmer Lake Historical Society will meet at 7
p.m. on the third Thursday of the month, March 15,
at the Palmer Lake Town Hall. Membership is not
required to attend. The March meeting will feature
a presentation on “Colorado Railroad Ice Houses.”
Presenter Bill Reich will focus on the local Doyle

members driving a Marmon (a classic car built
by Howard Marmon) accompanied them. About
a mile from Castle Rock, the Buick had a flat tire, and
it was then that Frank Lewis, the gang leader, realized
that Miller was following them. Dale Jones, another gang
member, and his group left the Buick and entered the
Marmon, and then headed south. The Buick, with Miller
in pursuit, returned to Denver. Miller notified the Denver
police and then continued the pursuit to the south.

Help Wanted

Inside phone order Sales Entry for local commercial
tool and clothing manufacturer. Must have excellent
phone customer skills. Submit resume with
references to OEL Worldwide Industries, P.0. Box
445, Palmer Lake, CO 80133 or P Ay
! ! (€4 f:<
email to hr@oelsales.com o ng‘!;

Help Wanted

Part-time multi-tasking position at Premier
Vision in Monument. Health Care Front Desk,
Optometry Assistant, Optician. Insurance billing
experience a plus. Sales experience a plus.
Weekdays. Flex hours. Will train.

PREMIER VISION

SEE BEYGND TOUR lIIITS"I

Call 488-9595

RODANTFIELDS
DERMATOLOGISTS

prescription for change

The creators of Proactiv Solutions are
now doing for aging skin and sun
damaged skin what they did for acne.

e Amazing earnings potential
® Ground floor opportunity
Darryl (719)761-0335

RMATOLOGIST &

RODAMN4FIELDS'
DE

Above: The inscription reads: “Car used by Dale
Jones, Kansas City Blackie, and Margie Dean in
their fight with officers in Colorado Springs on Sept.
13, 1918.” Photo provided by the Palmer Lake
Historical Society.

In Colorado Springs, gang members exchanged
shots with local police officers who had received fliers
from the Kansas City police and were able to recognize
the criminals. This happened in the vicinity of Colorado
and Nevada Avenues. With the police in pursuit, the gang
made its escape.

Lewis was eventually captured and returned to
Kansas authorities. Jones was eventually shot to death in
California where his crime spree had begun. Two depu-
ties spotted Jones and his wife in a filling station. A gun
battle ensued and Jones and his wife, Margie, were shot
to death.

Haverkorn noted that information is still surfacing
regarding this gang.

Historian and Society member Sally Green discussed
Civil War letters and a photo of Charles Morrison, a U.S.
Navy sailor. She said Morrison, who wrote the letters,
was in the Navy aboard the U.S.S. Brooklyn. He died on
Oct. 5, 1864, but his letters are available to this day. The
letters, which were left to Green by her parents, date from
February 1862 through January 1864.

The letters are clear and legible and will be read
by students at several sites in the coming weeks, Green
said. She said her intent is to share the contents of the

PRESCOTT’S WAYGU BEEF
FOR SALE
The healthy alternative,
all-natural Kobe-style
grass- { grain-fed.
Quarters and halves only
Prescottranchbeef.com

(719) 541-5024

of the Pikes Peak Reéion
Kirt Byerly, Owner
719-495-2673 -« Fax: 267-381-6716

gutterhelmetcoloradosprings.com « info@gutterhelmetcoloradosprings.com

$2 OFF

Admission per
person with this
coupon’

See operation of historic steam engines, gold panning,
and mining exhibits. Mon.-Sat. 9-4. Tours: 10 am & 1 pm.
1 225 North Gate Blvd. www.wmmi.org (719) 488-0880

1 *Up to 4 visitors. Not valid with other coupons or discounts. Good thru 3/ 31/12.
e o e e e  Em Em Em Em Em Em Em mm Em Em o Em

Ice House history and lore.
Bernard Minetti can be contacted at
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

Above: Dwight Haverkorn, lecturer and retired
Colorado Springs police officer, presented a brief
history of the criminal element that he researched in
and around the Colorado Springs region. He is also
compiling a history of the Colorado Springs Police
Department.

Right: Palmer
Lake historian and
Society member
Sally Green talks
about the history
of Civil War letters
written by Charles
Morrison during his
stint in the Navy.

Photos by Bernard
Minetti.

Child Care in a Loving Family Home

Licensed daycare provider in Jackson Creek
Across from Creekside Middle School
e Full-time and part-time
¢ Before and after school
¢ Night care & weekends also available
¢ Openings include 0-5 yr. olds

Call Carmen at 488-6561 or 344-3132
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Special Events and Notices

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

Wednesday Senior Lunch at Big Red
March 7: Meatballs over noodles & salad
March 14: Chicken Marsala, garlic mashed potatoes &
salad
March 21: Tuna on a croissant, Avocado & chips
March 28: Raspberry Chipotle Chicken, roasted potatoes
& salad
Rolls and butter are served with each meal except sand-
wiches. Dessert is also provided.
An activity of Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Associates.
Meals are provided by Pinecrest Catering, Palmer Lake;
Nikki McDonald, executive chef, 481-3307.

Free income tax assistance through April 16
Free income tax filing assistance and e-filing is offered
by the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)
Tax-Aide program. Trained AARP volunteers will be
available every Monday and Thursday, through April 16,
1-7 p.m., at Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St., Monument,
to answer questions and to assist filers in completing their
federal and state income tax returns. Please note that
March 16 tax assistance will only be available 11 a.m.-3
p.m. Volunteers will assist taxpayers in preparing their
Forms 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ. Filers are asked to bring
proof of Social Security numbers for themselves and for
any dependents they are claiming. Filers should also bring
their W-2s, 1099-INT, 1099-DIV, etc., to complete their
2011 return, plus a copy of last year’s (2010) tax return.
For additional locations, visit http://www.aarp.org/
VMISLocator/searchTaxAideLocations.do. For more
information, or to make an appointment (recommended),
call Jim Taylor, 488-1317.

Sheriff’s Office announces Citizens’

Academy, apply by March 5
The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office is accepting applica-
tions for the seven-week Citizens’ Academy that will be
held Tuesday evenings, 6 to 10 p.m., March 27-May 8.
The academy will offer participants a broad overview and
unique insight into the various functions of the Sheriff’s
Office. Participants will go on a ride-along with deputies
to observe the variety of calls handled by the Sheriff’s
Office and take a tour of the detention facilities to experi-
ence the challenges facing detention staff. Detectives will
take them through the process of criminal investigation,
and participants will also learn about use of force, vice
and narcotics operations, and emergency services. The
Citizens’ Academy is a pre-requisite for the Sheriff’s
Citizen Patrol (SCP) volunteer program. There is no
charge to attend the Citizens’ Academy, but seating is
limited to the first 40 completed applications received.
Applications must be submitted by March 5, 5 p.m., and
are available from the Sheriff’s Office website at http:
lIshr.elpasoco.com/ or from Cathryn Richards, 520-7216.

Senior Mondays at WMMI

Each Monday through March, seniors will be admitted
into the Western Museum of Mining & Industry for just
$2.50 (regularly $6). Come see the museum that works!
Tours begin at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Group tours are avail-
able upon request. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate
Blvd. (1-25 Exit 156 A). For more information, call 488-
0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

ARTSites 2012, apply by March 10
Tri-Lakes Views invites artists to participate in ART-
Sites, a public outdoor art exhibit showcasing sculpture
on pedestals installed around the community and in
the newly established Monument Sculpture Park at Big
Red. The exhibit will be on display for one year and will
be featured in the annual ARTSites map distributed to
restaurants, hotels, and shops throughout the area. Art-
ists receive a $300 stipend for each piece accepted by
the jury. Entries must be received by March 10. Visit
www.trilakesviews.org for details on how to enter. For
more information, email bkonarski@earthlink.net.

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club 2012 Grant

Applications, due March 15
Continuing its 35-year tradition of support to the Tri-
Lakes community through charitable and educational
endeavors, the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) will
once again consider grant requests for special programs
and projects from 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations,
public service organizations, and public schools that sig-
nificantly serve the Tri-Lakes area defined by School Dis-

trict 38. Applications and instructions for the 2012 grant
awards will be available on the TLWC website (tlwc.net)
through March 15. Completed applications (which must
include certain required documentation) must be post-
marked no later than March 15. Late and/or incomplete
applications will not be considered. Awards will be an-
nounced to grant recipients in late May. For more infor-
mation, email Nancy Brown, Grant Committee Chair, at
Brownnw@comcast.net.

Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Mar. 20
Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership will sponsor a
community blood drive March 20, 3-7 p.m., at Tri-Lakes
Cares, 235 Jefferson St., Monument. No appointment is
needed, just walk in. Donated blood goes to local Pen-
rose-St. Francis Hospitals. For more information, call
nurse Jackie Sward, 481-4864 x103.

You Got Talent Auditions, apply by Mar. 24
Do you have talent? Tri-Lakes, Colorado Springs, and
Larkspur area youths and young adults ages 6-24 can
compete for prizes and awards. Music, comedy, dance,
whatever——send your video auditions by March 24 (the
deadline has been extended). Video auditions may be cell
phone quality. Get details and download the entry form at
www.familynation.net or call 465-2001.

Volunteers needed for the El Paso County

Forestry and Weed advisory committee
The El Paso County Board of Commissioners is seek-
ing community-minded citizen volunteers to serve as an
at-large representative and a District 1 representative on
the Forestry and Weed Advisory Commission. District
1 includes the Tri-Lakes area. The Forestry and Weed
Advisory Commission develops and reviews action plans
for the integrated management of state mandated weeds.
It also serves to educate the public by speaking to groups
and owner associations and displaying educational ma-
terials at community events. The volunteer application
is located at www.elpasoco.com and can be accessed by
clicking on the “Volunteer Boards” link. Applications for
the open positions are due by Mar. 26.

Low-cost seedling trees from Colorado

State Forest Service, order by March 31
The Colorado State Forest Service (CSFS) Woodland
Park District is now taking seedling tree orders for
landowners in Teller, El Paso, and Park counties. The
CSFS Trees for Conservation program enables Colorado
farmers, ranchers, and rural landowners to obtain seed-
ling trees for conservation purposes at a nominal cost.
The program’s aim is to encourage landowners to plant
trees and shrubs to establish windbreaks and living snow
fences; reduce erosion; protect homes, cropland, livestock
and highways; and enhance wild life habitat. To partici-
pate in the program, landowners must have at least two
acres of land and must agree to not use the trees solely
for ornamental or landscaping purposes. The deadline for
ordering seedlings is March 31. For more information or
to obtain an order form, go tohttp://csfs/colostate.edu/
districts/woodlandparkdist.htm or call (719) 687-2921.

Citizens’ Police Academy, April 3
The Monument Police Department is now accepting ap-
plications for the Citizens’ Police Academy. This no-cost
8-week program will be held Tuesday evenings, 7-10 p.m.,
at the Monument Police Department, 645 Beacon Lite
Rd., April 3-May 22. It is open to all who live or work in
the Tri-Lakes area. Participants will learn about criminal
law, patrol procedures, use of force, computer foren-
sics, internal affairs, community policing, tactical
considerations, and much more. They will also have
the opportunity to shoot a variety of police weapons.
For more information or to download an applica-
tion, visit www.monumentpd.org and click on the
Community Services button. Or you can stop by the
Monument Police Department and pick up an ap-
plication. For more information, call the Monument
Police Department, 481-3253, or email Officer Jon
Hudson at jhudson@townofmonument.net.

Stuart Little auditions,

workshop and production

Spotlight Community Theatre Fifth Annual Summer
Musical Theatre Workshop and Production, E.B.
White’s Children’s Classic Stuart Little. Auditions
and casting are scheduled for May 30-31. The work-
shop, rehearsals, and performances will be in June.
Minimum age is 10. Every workshop participant will
be cast in the production! Register now as spaces are
limited. For more information, call 488-0775 or visit
www.SpotlightCommunityTheatre.com.

Mark Rudolph
(719) 492-3974 Cell

Volunteer drivers needed for seniors

transportation service

Mountain Community Transportation for Seniors isanon-
profit, grant-funded organization that provides free trans-
portation to Tri-Lakes seniors 60 years of age and over. It
is the only transportation service in the Tri-Lakes area to
take seniors to medical appointments, the grocery store or
pharmacy, the bank, legal appointments, senior lunches,
shopping, and to the many activities offered through the
senior center and our community. The program is in need
of additional volunteer drivers. Volunteers are provided
with an orientation after criminal and driving records
have been screened. Mileage is reimbursed if volunteers
use their own vehicle. The program operates Monday-
Thursday and is very flexible; volunteers can be involved
as much as they choose to be. For more information or to
request brochures, email browneyesmlk@hotmail.com
or call Mary Ketels, 481-2470, or Faye Brenneman, 481-
2527, or leave a message with the dispatcher, 488-0076.

Black Forest Animal Sanctuary

needs volunteers

Black Forest Animal Sanctuary was founded in the late
1990s as the Charlotte & Arthur Romero Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, an all-volunteer and not-for-profit 501c3 that helps
all animals. The sanctuary is getting dozens of calls and
emails every day begging for them to take in unwanted,
neglected, and abused horses and other livestock animals,
dogs, and cats from the Front Range area. Its goal is to
rescue, rehabilitate, and retrain horses and find them
permanent loving homes. They are in immediate need of
funding for feed and veterinary care and significant shel-
ter improvements to continue their work. To volunteer,
adopt an animal, or make a donation, contact 494-0158,
bfasfarm@aol.com, or visit www.bfasfarm.org.

Tri-Lakes Cares Thrift Shop open Mon.-Sat.
Hangers—Your Thrift Shop is open Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m. to
5 p.m., at its new location, 245 Jefferson St., Monument,
right next door to Tri-Lakes Cares. Shop for gently used
clothing, books, and household items. Proceeds from
Hangers will be used to promote the ongoing mission of
Tri-Lakes Cares, a community-based nonprofit. For more
information, call 488-2300 or visit the Tri-Lakes Cares
website, www.trilakescares.org.

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential « Commercial * Industrial
Service Calls* Reasonable Rates ¢ Free Estimates
Fully Insured & Licensed
Master Electricians
David Lambert
(719) 243-2257

Keith Profita
(719) 243-2258

A FREE Quarterly Update:

Colorado Springs| Monument

Residential Real Estate Market

You WILL LEARN:
* What Homes Are Selling?
* What Areas are “Hot?”

* What about Home Prices?

PRESENTED BY:

| 4
2011

Top 10%
(0f 2148 Agents)
RSVP to Mark Prior to Seminar
For Coverage of your Neighborhood

Sunday March 11, 2012
s 11:30 AM- 1:00 PM
erranos

COFFEE COMPANY

625 Hwy 105
Monument, CO
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Tri-Lakes HAP Thrift Store open Mon.-Sat.
The store is located at 790 Highway 105 D in Palmer
Lake. Hours are Mon.- Sat., 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Weekly
specials, books, antiques, and more! The thrift store is
a project of the Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership
to raise funds and resources for Tri-Lakes Senior Citizen
Program activities, provide volunteer opportunities for
Tri-Lakes residents, and offer affordable merchandise (no
clothing) to all Tri-Lakes residents. For more information,
to donate items, or to volunteer, call 488-3495.

Help on the way for heating bills
The Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP)
helps residents struggling to pay their home heating bills.

LEAP benefits provide assistance to help low-income
families with their heating bills but are not intended to
pay the entire bill. The eligibility period for LEAP runs
Nov. 1 to April 30. LEAP is a mail-in only program and
applications are accepted each year during the eligibility
period. For more information about LEAP benefits, call
1-866 HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-8435).

Have fun at Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership Senior
Citizens Center is next to the Lewis-Palmer High School
Stadium (across from the YMCA) and is open 1-4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday and earlier for scheduled ac-
tivities. The facility has a lounge, craft room, game room,

and multipurpose room. Programs include pinochle,
Tuesdays and Thursdays, noon to 4 p.m.; Tai Chi for
Health, Fridays, 10:30 a.m.; National Mah-jongg, Fridays,
1-4 p.m.; line dancing, first and second Wednesdays, 1-2
p.m.; bridge, second and fourth Thursdays, 1-4 p.m.; tea
time, third Tuesday, 1-3 p.m.; bingo, third Wednesday, 12:
30-3 p.m.; crafts, third Thursday, 1-3 p.m.; no-cash/no
host poker, second and fourth Fridays, 1-4 p.m. Also
available at the center are ping-pong, Wii video games,
various puzzles and board games, refreshments, a lend-
ing library, computers with Internet connections, and an
information table. For more information about programs
for seniors, visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org. m

Our Community Calendar

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Mar.
5, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon
Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1% and 3 Mon. each
month. Info: 884-8017.

e Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting,
Thu., Mar. 8, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., Monument.
Meets 2" Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525.

e Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Mar.
8, 6:30 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley
Crescent. Meets 2" Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC)
Meeting, Tue., Mar. 13, 7 p.m., District Learning
Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Normally meets
2" Tue. each month, location varies. Info: 488-4700,
or visit lewispalmer.org.

e Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use
Committee Meeting, Tue., Mar. 13, 10 a.m., 16510
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2™ Tue. each month. Info: Bill
Burks, 481-4053.

e Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting,
Tue., Mar. 13, 5 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets 2™ Tue.
each month. Info: 488-6868.

e Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Tue., Mar. 13, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets
2" Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732.

e D-38 Special Education Advisory Council, Wed.,
Mar. 14, 6:30 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson
St., Monument. Normally meets 2" Wed. each month.
Info: 488-4700.

e EIl Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Wed., Mar. 14, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Normally meets 1% &
3 Tue. (if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or
http://adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-
agn.asp.

e Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Mar. 14, CANCELED, Town Hall Board Room, 645
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets 2
Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop,
Wed., Mar. 14, CANCELED. Palmer Lake Town
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 2" Wed. each month.
Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Donala Water & Sanitation District Board
Meeting, Thu., Mar. 15, 1:30 p.m. 15850 Holbein
Dr., Colorado Springs. Normally meets 3 Thu. each
month. Info: 488-3603.

e Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting,
Thu., Mar. 15, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson
St., Monument. Meets 3" Thu. each month. Info: 488-
4700.

e Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Thu., Mar. 15, 7 p.m., 130 2" St. Meets 3" Thu. each
month. Info: 481-4886.

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Mar.
19, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon
Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets 1% and 3" Mon.
each month. Info: 884-8017.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Mar. 21, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley
Crescent. Meets 3 Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting,

Wed., Mar. 21, 7 p.m. Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr.
Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info: 488-8680.

e Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting,
Thu., Mar. 22, 6 p.m. Monument Sanitation District
boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4" Thu. each
month. Info: 488-2110 or visit www.fvawd.com.

e Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
Board Meeting, Wed., Mar. 28, 6:30 p.m., 166
Second St., Monument. Meets 4" Wed. each month.
Info: Jennifer Martin, 484-0911.

e Woodmoor Improvement Association Board
Meeting, Wed., Mar. 28, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn,
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info:
488-2693 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

e Academy Water & Sanitation District Board
Meeting, Wed., Apr. 4, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott
Station 2, 15000 Sun Hills Dr. Meets 1 Wed. each
month. Info: 481-0711.

e Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Apr.
5, 6:30 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley
Crescent. Meets 1% Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

LOCAL LIBRARY EVENTS

e The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri.,
10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 am.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun.,
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Paws to Read, Mon. &
Wed., 3:30-4:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading
to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Bookbreak, Mon, Wed.,
and Fri., 10:30 am. A short read-aloud session
particularly for preschoolers. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10:
15 & 11 a.m. (except Mar. 27 due to special Spring
Break Program 10:15-10:45 a.m.) Stories and more
for children ages 3 and older. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or
ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Storytime, every Wed., 10:
30-11:30 a.m. Stories and more for children ages 3
and older. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
15 & 10:45 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to
24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytime, every
Thu., 7:30 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies
welcome. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Toddlertime, every Fri.,
10:30 a.m. An introduction to the delights of rhyme,
rhythm, and a few special stories as a first step to
reading for 1- and 2-year-old children. Palmer Lake
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587
or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Thu., Mar.
8, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Read with Misty, the sweet tiny
Sheltie, and then select a prize. Palmer Lake Branch
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or
ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Crafty Teens— Make Mobiles!,
Fri., Mar. 9, 3:45-5:15 p.m. Ages 12 and up, use the

folded paper cranes to make mobiles you can take
home. You can put other things you want on your
mobile too-bring what you want! Space is limited;
register on-line or with a librarian. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info:
488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Family Fun—-Rustle up a Good
Tale with Denise Gard, Sat., Mar. 10, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Join Denise and her border collie Sienna as they rustle
up a good tale or two (including a western version of
Jack and the Beanstalk) and play the harmonica while
Sienna performs tricks. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370 or
ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Bookeaters Club, Wed., Mar.
14, 3:30-5 p.m. Grades 7 and up, have a snack with
your friends and discuss The Hunger Games by
Suzanne Collins. Try your hand at Hunger Games
Jeopardy and you’ll have a chance to win a ticket to
the movie! Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Fabulous Friday Fun, Fri.,
Mar. 16, 4:15-5:15 p.m. Elementary and middle
school students, continue exploring the Dewey
Decimal System through fun activities and games.
Have snacks and rewards for finding answers. Every
participant earns a free book! Bring a friend for twice
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
RSVP & Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Family Program-LEGO
Club, Sat, Mar. 17, 10:30 a.m.-noon. LEGO
enthusiasts of all ages, join the monthly LEGO club.
Open to everyone. LEGOs provided, you bring the
creativity! Please do not bring your own LEGOs.
(However, donations are gladly accepted!) Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Anime & Manga Club, Fri.,
Mar. 23, 4:15-5:30 p.m. For teens in grades 8-12:
Great discussion and activities regarding your favorite
anime or manga. Refreshments provided. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org.

e Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Mar. 24,
11 a.m.-noon. Read to Kirby, a quiet Golden Retriever,
and collect a prize. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e Spring Break Program--Katherine Dines and
Hunk Ta Bunk Ta Music, Tue., Mar. 27, 10:15-10:
45 a.m. Bring the whole family to see this award-
winning children’s songwriter. Katherine Dines
jam-packs every performance with movement, sign
language, sing-alongs, zany props, story songs, and
more. You’ll sing and dance, twist and shout and
participate on stage because everyone is part of
the show. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: American Girl Book
Club, Wed., Mar. 28, 4:15-5:30 p.m. Grades 3-5.
Registration is closed for this club. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info:
488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Hip Hop Spring Break
Program, Thu., Mar. 29, 2-3 p.m. Neil Mclntrye and
the popular Littleague are back to celebrate “what it
really means to be a kid” with fun and inspiring hip
hop music that even Mom and Dad will enjoy. It’s for
kids 2 to 92. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Spring Break Program-—
Science Matters takes an African Safari, Fri., Mar.
30, 2-3 p.m. Ride a magic carpet as you use your
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imagination to sweep through the plains of Africa.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

Monument Library: Crafty Teens, Fri., Apr. 6,
3:45-5:15 p.m. Ages 12 and up. Space is limited;
register on-line or with a librarian. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info:
488-2370 or ppld.org.

Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids Web
at wwwppld.org features resources for school reports
and homework, Tumblebooks—free online read-
along books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-
ups” link has information about local school districts,
home-schooling, and more.

Adult Programs
Monument Library: Speak English! every Mon., 7
p.m. Join this informal conversation circle for adults
who want to improve their skills and increase their
comfort levels when speaking English. No registration
is required. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or ppld.org.
Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue.,
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or
ppld.org.
Monument  Library: Beginning Computer
Classes. Check at the desk for the schedule of free
classes Wed. mornings for beginner computer users.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370, or ppld.org.
Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10
a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to empowering
individual growth through life-long learning and
positive relationships. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, or
ppld.org.
Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Knitting
Group, every Thu., 10 a.m.-noon. Knit with other
knitters. Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will be there
to answer questions. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.
Monument Library: Hiring an Unpaid Colorado
Intern Workshop, Mon., Mar. 5, 8:30-10 a.m.
Unpaid interns allow nonprofits to keep costs down
while providing high-quality services and products.
This workshop will help attendees to design an
effective intern program. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: Jean Harris, 488-
2370, or ppld.org.
Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Mar. 5,
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides
inspiration and structure during the process of writing
one’s memories or history. Normally meets 1t & 3
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.
Monument Library: Free Yoga Class, Thu,,
Mar. 8, noon-1 p.m. Yoga flow for beginners and
intermediates. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: Corinne, 651-4694 or ppld.org.
Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving
Program, Thu., Mar. 15, 1-5 p.m. Bone up on your
driving skills and lower your insurance rates. Cost:
$12 for AARP members, $14 for nonmembers.
Registration required. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Registration & Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org.
Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book
Club, Fri., Mar. 16, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome
to this spirited group. Meets 3 Fri. each month.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.
Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Khnitters &
Crafters, Fri., Mar. 16, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to
share ideas, get help. Normally meets 1stand 3 Fri.
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442 or
ppld.org.
Monument Library: Family Program-LEGO
Club, Sat, Mar. 17, 10:30 a.m.-noon. LEGO
enthusiasts of all ages, join the monthly LEGO club.
Open to everyone. LEGOs provided, you bring the
creativity! Please do not bring your own LEGOs.
(However, donations are gladly accepted!) Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370 or ppld.org.
Monument Library: History Buffs Book Discussion
Group, Wed., Mar. 28, 1-3 p.m. Enjoy a trip through
history with other history lovers. Meets 4" Wed.

each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: College Funding Solutions,
Wed., Mar. 28, 7-9 p.m. Parents of college-bound
students, get advice about cutting costs and finding
financial aid. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Free Yoga Class, Thu.,
Mar. 29, noon-1 p.m. Yoga flow for beginners and
intermediates. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: Corinne, 651-4694 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Apr. 2,
10:30 a.m. This supportive writing group provides
inspiration and structure during the process of writing
one’s memories or history. Normally meets 1%t & 3
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or ppld.org.

e Free Yoga Class, Thu., Apr. 5 noon-1 p.m.,
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Yoga flow for beginners and intermediates. Info:
Corinne, 651-4694.

e Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Apr. 6, 9 a.m. New
members welcome, no registration needed. Meets 1%
Fri. each month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587 or ppld.org.

e Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters &
Crafters, Fri., Apr. 6, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to
share ideas, get help. Meets 1stand 3" Fri. each month.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442 or ppld.org.

e The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded
presentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule.

For these and other library events, please check

ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

WEEKLY & MONTHLY EVENTS

e Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting,
every Sat., 8a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Jan Heinlein, 306-6975.

e Share a Free Meal at Western Bee Co., every Sun.,
1-3 p.m., 16625 Roller Coaster Rd., Colorado Springs
(near the corner of Baptist Road and Roller Coaster
Road). Western Bee Co. is offering a simple meal and
simple fellowship to those in need in our community.
If you need transportation, call 749-1086 or be at the
Monument Park and Ride shelter between 12:45 and
2:30 p.m. every Sunday. Meals are organic and gluten
free is also available. Info: Suzzannemarie, 749-
1086.

e Artfully Speaking Toastmasters Club, every
Mon., 5:45-6:45 p.m., DeVry University, 1175
Kelly Johnson Blvd., Room 11, Colorado Springs.
Improve your public speaking, leadership, and
meeting planning skills. New members and visitors
welcome. Info: Hunter McCord, 439-2795; email
huntersmccord@gmail.com; or visit http://artfullysp
eaking.freetoasthost.us.

e Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Sunlight of the
Spirit Women’s Closed Step Study, every Mon.,
6 p.m. Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E.
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

e Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall,
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1% Thu. each month
and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection
District Administration Complex 166 Second St.,
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for
free bingo the 2™ Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info:
Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037.

e Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group,
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join
the group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-
0551.

e YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. &
Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.;
SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of
Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA,
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be
YMCA or SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728.

e BNI Tri-Lakes Chapter, every Wed., 8-9:30
a.m., Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer
Lake. If your company needs more business, visit
us and learn how we can help you. Come see
why our networking group is so successful. Info:

www.bnitrilakes.com, Dr. Kathy Yuhasz, 594-9700,
email katyuhasz@comcast.net.

Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 am.-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St.,
Monument. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership
(HAP) invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free
blood pressure screening 1% & 3 Wed. $3 donation
requested. Info: 487-8218.

Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:45 a.m., Liberty
Heights, 12015 Ambassador Dr. (off Voyager Blvd.)
Interesting speakers and programs; all are welcome.
Info: Sherry Edwards, 488-1044; or Bill Nance, 488-
2312.

Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour
answering service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-
6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).
FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome.
Info: visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call
Kirby, 481-3738.

Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every
Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west
of 1-25 and Baptist Rd.) Bible-based support group
for all addictions. Info: 930-1954.

Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of
Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E. Baptist Rd., southwest
corner room, door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting: Recovery in
Action Group-Open, Big Book Study, every Thu.,
7 p.m., Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 E.
Baptist Rd. Info: 487-7781.

Tai Chi for Health Class, every Fri., 1-1:45 p.m,,
Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center, Lewis-Palmer High
School, across from the YMCA. This gentle exercise
program can relieve the symptoms of chronic pain,
anxiety, and depression. Even those who cannot stand
can participate and benefit. Info: 481-8728, or visit
www.trilakesseniors.org.

Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado
Support Group Meetings. Location varies. For
information, call Carolyn, 488-3620, or contact the
MGA: visit www.4-mga.org, phone 303-360-7080, or
email 4mga@4-mga.org.

Tri-Lakes Incubator Low-Cost Workshop:
Trademarks & You, Thu. Mar. 8, 4:30-5:30 p.m.,
14960 Woodcarver Rd, Colorado Springs. Learn
more about trademarks and how to use them to protect
your brand. Cost: $5 members, $10 nonmembers.
Pre-payment & registration required: call 481-4877
x100 or visit www.trilakesbi.org.

Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu.,
Mar. 8, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Monument,
after the noontime senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:
30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets
2" Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037.

Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Mar. 8, 6:
30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble
Beach Way, Monument. New members and visitors
welcome. Meets 2" & 4™ Thu. each month. Info: Ed
Kinney, 481-2750.

Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu.,
Mar. 8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets
2" Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364.

Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Mar. 10, 9 a.m.,
Vaile Hill Gallery, 118 Hillside Rd., Palmer Lake. A

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.—Downtown Monument
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service
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variety of art programs are offered after the business
meeting. Guests welcome. Meets 2™ Sat. each month.
Info: 487-1329, or visit www.palmerlakeartgroup.co
m.

e El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling
Collection Facility, Sat., Mar. 10, 9a.m.-1 p.m., 3255
Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2" Saturday
each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m., and
now accepts common recyclable items in addition to
household hazardous waste such as paint and related
products, lawn and garden chemicals, household
cleaners, old batteries, fire extinguishers, fireworks,
flares, ammunition, automotive products (no tires),
various electronics, and TVs up to 19-inch diagonal.
Bring a nonperishable food item for Care and Share.
Info: 520-7878, or visit http://adm.elpasoco.com/
Environmental_Services/Solid_Waste_Management.

e Alzheimer’s Support Group Meeting, Sat., Mar.
10, 10-11:30 a.m., Church at Woodmoor, 18125
Furrow Rd. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info:
LaVonne Putman, 488-2557.

e NEPCO Meeting, Sat., Mar. 10, 10 a.m.-noon,
Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. Susan
McLean, Donala professional landscaper, will discuss
landscaping with xeriscape. All are welcome to this
meeting of local homeowners associations. Info: 481-
2723 or visit www.nepco.org.

e Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon,
Wed., Mar. 12, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2™
Wed. each month. Info: Chuck Karlstrum, 749-9227,
or Stan Beckner, 596-6787.

e Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Mar. 12, 5
p.m., College Pharmacy, 3505 Austin Bluffs Pkwy
(downstairs), Colorado Springs. A DVD on the
disease and treatments will play 5-6 p.m.; the meeting
starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories and
address your questions to a D.O. Learn how you can
become pain-free. No charge, no products sold. Meets
2" Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735.

e Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group,
Mon., Mar. 12. Meets 2" Mon. each month for
support, information, field trips, and special events.
Info: email TLHESG@gmail.com.

e Macular Degeneration Support Group for the
Visually Impaired, Thu., Mar. 15, 1-2 p.m. Meets
3 Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x23.

e Tri-Lakes Business Incubator Workshop: Outlook
Uncovered, Thu., Mar. 15, 1-3 p.m. This workshop
focuses on how to be a more efficient professional and
how Outlook can help you. More than just for emails,
Outlook can be your productivity center so you can
get more done in less time. Cost: $20. Prepayment
& registration required: call 481-4877 x100 or visit
www.trilakeshi.org.

e Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting:
“Colorado Railroad Ice Houses”, Thu., Mar. 15,
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent.
Commercial ice harvests were a major business in this
area a century ago. Bill Reich tells about the railroad
ice houses in Colorado, including the local Doyle ice
house. Free and open to all. Refreshments served
after the program. Info: Sarah, 481-4278, or visit
palmerdividehistory.org.

e Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon,
Fri., Mar. 16, 11 a.m., MoZaic Restaurant, The Inn
at Palmer Lake. The program is “Birding” with Ken
Pals, interpretive specialist and retired supervisor
of Fountain Creek Nature Center. RSVP: Charlie
Ann Hayes, nonahayes@comcast.net, 481-9693, or
Maureen Kral, reenbean@aol.com, 282-0164. The
luncheons are open to all current TLWC members
and their guests. Membership is open to all women
living in School District 38. The club sponsors
the Wine and Roses event in October and the Pine
Forest Antique & Garden Show & Sale in April.
Proceeds from these events benefit local nonprofit
groups. Visit www.tlwc.net or contact Kathy Murphy,
murphys13@comcast.net, or Sandra Sciadni, suzyisp
erfect@yahoo.com.

e Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon hosted by the
Investor$ Club, Fri., Mar. 16, 11:30 a.m., Liberty
Heights, 12105 Ambassador Dr., Colorado Springs.
Don Moon, president of Red Herring Productions,
will portray Theodore Roosevelt in personal, political,
and civic life. Cost: $16. RSVP by Mar. 9, 6 p.m., to
Dianne, 330-8748, cleaverdb@comcast.net; Marilyn,
488-6892, mlynLaRue@aol.com; or Nadine, 487-
3125, nabbols@g.com.

Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Mar.
17, 9 am., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D
Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3™ Sat.
each month. Info: Chris, 884-0832, or email
cabernathy@woodmoor.com.

Amateur Radio WOTLM (Tri-Lakes Monument
Fire Radio Association), Mon., Mar. 19, 6:30 p.m.,
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Sta-
tion 1, 18650 Hwy 105 (next to Pinz bowling alley).
All Amateur Radio Operators or those interested in
becoming Amateur Radio Operators are welcome.
Meets 3 Mon. each month. Info: Joyce Witte, 488-
0859.

Senior Tea, Tue., Mar. 20, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA).
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Be prepared to
have fun! Voluntary donations welcome. Meets 3™
Tue. each month. Info: Irene C., 484-0517.

Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Mar. 20,
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3 Tue. each month. Info:
Lindsay, 487-9362.

Ladies Auxiliary to VFW Post 7829, Tue., Mar.
20, 6-7:30 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865
Woodmoor Dr., Monument. New members welcome.
If you are a female relative of a veteran who
served on foreign soil during war or other military
action, you might be eligible. Meets 3 Tue. each
month. Info: Martine Arndt, 231-5323, or email
Martine.Arndt@yahoo.com.

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Mar. 20,
7 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor
Dr., Monument. New members welcome. Meets
39 Tue. each month. Info: Tony Wolusky, post
commander, 481-4419, or twolusky@aol.com.
Gleneagle Garden Club Meeting, Wed., Mar. 21,
1 p.m., Western Museum of Mining & Industry, 225
Northgate Rd., Colorado Springs. All are invited
to the first meeting of the season featuring Bobbi
Sexton, Certified Nursery Professional at The Garden
Center at Flying Horse. A short slide presentation
with questions and answers will follow. RSVP &
Info: Mary Drexler, 488-8298, or Joyce Clabaugh,
488-0890, Co-Presidents.

Senior Social, Wed., Mar. 28, 1-4 p.m., Fellowship
Hall of the Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455
Black Forest Rd. The Black Forest Lutheran Church
and the Black Forest AARP Chapter 1100 invite
area seniors for an afternoon of socializing. All are
welcome; bring a friend and enjoy chatting, doing
handwork, or playing Mexican train dominoes. Light
refreshments will be served. Meets 4" Wed. each
month. Info: Lavonne, 495-4021.

Tri-Lakes Incubator Workshop: Client Attraction,
Thu., Mar. 22, 1-3 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd,
Colorado Springs. Learn strategies to find your ideal
client so you work less, make more and play more.
Cost: $25. Pre-payment & registration required: call
481-4877 x100 or visit www.trilakesbi.org.

Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Mar. 22, 6:
30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble
Beach Way, Monument. New members and visitors
welcome. Meets 2" & 4™ Thu. each month. Info: Ed
Kinney, 481-2750.

Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck
Lunch & Meeting, Thu., Apr. 5, 11:30 a.m., Tri-
Lakes Fire Department Administrative Building, 166
Second St., Monument (Second at Jefferson). Local
historian Jim Sawatzski will present a film about the
history of the Monument Presbyterian Church. Bring
a food dish to share and your own dinner service and
flatware. Meets 1% Thu. each month except Jan. and
unless D-38 is delayed or closed due to bad weather.
Newcomers are welcome. Please call Irene if you
are bringing a “first-time” guest so she can bring the
handmade guest gift. For a ride to the meeting, call
Faye Brenneman, 488-0076. RSVP & info: Irene
Walters, 481-1188, or Bev Wells, president, 488-
3327.

Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Apr. 5, 7 p.m.,
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1%
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, or
email teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com.

MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and
kids in your area. Weekly activities and playgroups
scheduled throughout the month for ages newborn
and up. Moms in Monument and Palmer Lake visit
http://sites.google.com/site/monumentmoms/ or

email monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. Moms in
ZIP 80921 and parts of Black Forest contact Kim L.,
488-9665 Info: visit www.cosnorthmomsclub.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Visions of Light Free Opening Reception, Sat.,
Mar. 3, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the
Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Celebrate the
spectacular, juried photography show that is so
big, it will be featured in both galleries. The show
runs through Mar. 24 and features 90 images by
39 amazing photographers! Info: 481-0475 or
www.trilakesarts.org.
Hiring an Unpaid Colorado Intern Workshop,
Mon., Mar. 5, 8:30-10 a.m., Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Unpaid interns
allow nonprofits to keep costs down while providing
high-quality services and products. This workshop
will help attendees design an effective intern program.
Info: Jean Harris, 488-2370, or ppld.org.
Fox Run Regional Park 2012 Improvements
Open House, Mon., Mar. 5, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Donald
Wescott Fire Station Three, 15000 Sun Hills Dr.,
Colorado Springs. EI Paso County Parks will host
an open house public meeting to share information
about park improvements (restroom upgrades, roof
replacement, a dog park, trail rehabilitation, and
entrance driveway paving) and to obtain public input.
Info: 520-7529, or email parks@elpasoco.com, or
visit www.elpasocountyparks.com.
“Twelve Hours of Donala” Wounded Warrior
Charity Event, Thu., Mar. 8. The staff and board
will exercise on the district’s three exercise machines
from 6 am to 6 pm. Supporters can pledge an amount
per mile achieved or make a fixed donation. Donala
customers who donate at least $0.25 per mile or $30
will be entered into a drawing to win a free March
water/sewer bill. For information or to make a pledge
or donation, call the district office at 488-3603 or
email jackies@donalawater.com. The winner of the
drawing will be announced before the March bills are
mailed.
Black Rose Acoustic Society Kids’ Open Stage
with Fat Man & Little Boy-Atomic Duo, Fri., Mar.
9, opening act at 7 p.m., Black Forest Community
Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road.
Political American folk songs. Cost: $7 general, $4
BRAS members, $5 nonmember students. Info: Joe
Maio, 528-6119, or email jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit
www.blackroseacoustic.org.
D-38 Chess Tournament, Sat., Mar. 10, 8:30 a.m.-
2 p.m., Lewis-Palmer Elementary School, 1315
Lake Woodmoor Dr., Monument. This free chess
tournament is open to all D-38 students, K-12.
Registration begins 8:30 a.m.; the first round starts
at 9 am. There will be four rounds; the tournament
should end by 2 p.m. Parents may stay or return to the
school at the end of the tournament. Chess sets will
be provided. Children may bring their own snacks.
Pizza and sodas will be available for purchase,
with proceeds paying for trophies and medals for
each student. RSVP to Steve Waldmann, Creekside
Middle School Chess Club Coach, 488-9887 or
huskerco@gmail.com, so he knows how many
trophies and medals to order.
Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI):
Family Exploration Day-Women In Mining, Sat.,
Mar. 10, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. In celebration of National
Women’s History Month, the day features portrayals
by renowned historic interpreters, as well as exhibits
and activities. At 11 a.m. John Stansfield portrays Dr.
Charles F. Gardiner, who cared for miners in the mine
camps of Colorado. The afternoon session at 1 p.m.
includes Black Forest resident Trisha Dudding as
Baby Doe Tabor and author Nancy Oswald recreating
characters from her book, Rescue in Poverty Guich.
The Women in Mining organization and the museum
will provide interactive exhibits and hands-on
activities such as wool spinning, knitting, and much
more. Cost: $8 adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 seniors
& students, $4 children 3-12, free to children under 3
& museum members. WMMI is located at 225 North
Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A) in Colorado Springs.
Info: call 488-0880, email rsvp@wmmi.org, or visit
WWW.Wwmmi.org.
Wendy Woo Concert, Sat., Mar. 10, 7 p.m., doors
open 6 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Hwy
105, Palmer Lake. Woo draws upon a deep catalog
of songs in a wide range of genres: rock, blues, folk,
and jazz. Tickets in advance: $10 members, $14 non-
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members. Day of show $12 & $16. Tickets & info:
481-0475 or www.trilakesarts.org.

e “How’s The Market?” Free Seminar, Sun., Mar.
11, 11:30 am.-1 p.m., Serrano’s, 625 Hwy. 105,
(next to Vitamin Cottage). Mark Rudolph will
present an overview of the current real estate market,
including past sales trends and future projections
for key neighborhoods in Northgate and Tri-Lakes
Areas. Coffee will be provided by ERA Shields
Real Estate. Info: 492-3974, 593-1000, or email
mrudolph@erashields.com.

e Chamber Bowl, Sun., Mar. 11, 1-4 p.m., Pinz, 855
Hwy. 105, Palmer Lake. A fundraiser for the Tri-
Lakes Chamber of Commerce. Form a team of four
or just come enjoy the fun and cheer on our chamber
members. Info: 481-3282 or email kstensland@trilak
eschamber.com.

e Own Your Own Health Workshop: Prepare for
Your Healthcare 101, Tue., Mar. 13, 1-2 p.m. or 7-8
p.m., Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St., Monument.
Dr. TiffanyNoelle Brown, a Certified Sociological
Practitioner in Community Health and the founder
and president of Own Your Own Health, will lead
you in an interactive workshop aimed to help you
become an active participant in your healthcare. You
will leave with a toolkit of the key questions to ask
your healthcare providers and instruments to find high
quality providers and facilities. Cost: free; however,
donations are welcome. Space is limited based on
the number of computer stations available. If you
want to attend this workshop but are unable to make
it, please email brown@oyoh.org to see if another
workshop is scheduled. Registration & info: email
brown@oyoh.org.

e Poetry Night, Fri., Mar. 16, 5-8 p.m., Wesley Owens
Coffee, 1773 Lake Woodmoor Dr. (next to Papa
John’s). The staff of Ink Magazine, the student-run
literary publication of Palmer Ridge High School,
invites the community to drop in for a lively evening
of poetry. Come to listen, read some poetry of your
own, join in an improvisational rap battle, or simply
to support the arts. Homemade soup, salad, and
desserts available for purchase. Meets 3 Fri. each
month. Info: email inkmagazineprhs@gmail.com.

e Jerry Barlow Concert, Sat, Mar. 17, 7 p.m.,
doors open 6 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts,
304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Barlow is a Celtic
guitarist & captivating singer & songwriter. Tickets
in advance, $8 members, $10 non-members. Day
of show $10 & $12. Tickets & info: 481-0475 or
www.trilakesarts.org.

e Rocky Mountain Music Alliance Free Concert, Sat.
Mar. 17, 7 p.m., Forestgate Presbyterian Church, 970
Northgate Rd. The last concert for this season features
Bulgarian pianist Dr. Zahari Metchkov, Assistant
Professor of Music at CSU-Pueblo. In this program
of French Impressionistic music, Dr. Metchkov will
perform and discuss the works of Debussy, Ravel,
and Messiaen. Violinist Geoffrey Herd will join
Dr. Metchkov for the Ravel Violin Sonata. Tickets
are free but you must reserve tickets in advance at
www.rmmaonline.org or by contacting Pam Brunson,
646-2791 or TheRMMA@gmail.com.

e Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Tue., Mar.
20, 3-7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St.,
Monument. No appointment needed, just walk in.
Donated blood goes to local Penrose-St. Francis
Hospitals. Info: call nurse Jackie Sward, 481-4864
x103.

e “Catching Up With New Technology,” Thu., Mar.
22, 5-8 p.m., Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 S. Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) will
sponsor an educational seminar showcasing the latest
personal technology devices. Guest speakers and
break-out sessions will provide overviews of how
smart phones and tablets work. Representatives from
local companies including Best Buy, Sprint, Verizon,
T-Mobile, Staples, and TLC Computers will be on
hand to answer questions, display the hottest new
gadgets, and offer advice. Cost: $12 per person or

at 7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Cost: $7 general, $4
BRAS members, $5 nonmember students. Info: Joe
Maio, 528-6119, or email jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit
www.blackroseacoustic.org.

WYNOT Radio, Sat., Mar. 24, 7 p.m., doors open
6 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Hwy 105,
Palmer Lake. WYNOT Radio performs “The Smoking
Gun Affair.” This comedy troupe is hilarious as they
re-enact live 1940s radio shows, complete with props,
sound effects, & off-the-wall commercials. Tickets
in advance, $10 members, $12 non-members. Day
of show $12 & $14. Tickets & info: 481-0475 or
www.trilakesarts.org.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Station 2
Grand Opening, Sat., Mar. 24, 11 a.m. The new sta-
tion is located at 15505 Highway 83, which is on the
northeast corner of the Stagecoach Road intersection.
The building will be dedicated in honor of the late
Chief Jeff Edwards. All are welcome. Carpooling is
encouraged. Info: 488-8680, www.wescottfire.org.
U.S. Taekwondo Center Spring Break Camp,
Mon., Mar. 26 through Fri.,, Mar. 30. The U.S.
Taekwondo Center is holding a five half-day Spring
Break Camp that will give children the opportunity
to greatly improve their techniques and skills. Open
for beginners to black belt, ages 5 through 14. U.S.
Taekwondo Center instructors will also be teaching
an anti-bullying program that has been used by
law enforcement for 28 years. Call 488-4321 for
information and reservations.

Palmer Lake After Dark, Fri., Mar. 30, 8-11 p.m.,
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. For
teens and adults: music, dancing, neon lights, food,
and raffles. Cost: $10 plus one canned or packaged
food item for Tri-Lakes cares. All proceeds benefit
FamilyNation, a non-profit organization devoted
to inspiring, empowering, and motivating at-risk
youths and young adults to bring about positive
change in their lives and communities by improving
access to needed tools and programs. Scheduled
for the last Friday each month. Info: 465-2001 or
www.familynation.net.

Stephanie Bettman Concert, Sat., Mar. 31, 7 p.m.,
doors open 6 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts,
304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Bettman is one of the
top bluegrass fiddle players in the country. She’s
accompanied by Luke Halpin, a renowned multi-
instrumentalist. Tickets in advance, $12 members,
$14 non-members. Day of show $14 & $16. Tickets
& info: 481-0475 or www.trilakesarts.org.

Palmer Lake’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt, Sat., Apr.
7, 10-11 a.m., Palmer Lake Village Green and Town
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Info: 481-2953.

Historic Downtown Monument Easter Egg Hunt,
Sat., Apr. 7, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Bring your younger
children with their baskets to participating downtown
businesses the day before Easter for a Small Town
Easter Egg Hunt. Info: 460-4179.

Palmer Lake’s Easter Pancake Breakfast, Sun.,
Apr. 8, 7-11 a.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley
Crescent. The annual breakfast is hosted by the
Palmer Lake Fire Department Protection Association.
Info: Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department, 481-
2902.

Pine Forest Antiques & Garden Show & Sale, Sat.,
Apr. 28, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., & Sun., Apr. 29, 10 a.m.-4
p.m., Lewis-Palmer High School, 1300 Higby Rd.,
Monument. The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club’s (TLWC)
popular show features quality antiques from around
the world and local dealers, appraisers and glass
repair, bake sale and geraniums, gardener exhibits and
workshaops, bistro dining, and much more. Cost: $6
per person. TLWC sponsors two major fund-raising
events: the Pine Forest Antiques & Garden Show &
Sale in the spring and Wine and Roses, a wine-tasting
event, in October. Over the last 36 years, TLWC has
awarded more than a half million dollars to Tri-Lakes
community organizations. For more information
about TLWC, visit the website, www.tlwc.net.

Paid Advertisement

The Rabbi’s Corner
The Two Torahs—Part Il

By Oswald Garagorry

As discussed in part one of the Two Torahs
(posted at aliyahcongregation.com/rabbiscorner.html),
the entire teaching of the so-called “Oral Law” or
“Oral Torah” is the pure invention of men and has
ZERO support from the written Torah or from any-
where in the entire Bible. It is purely a collection of
concepts and inventions by other human beings just
like you, who put their pants on one leg at a time.
Never the less, in the Pentateuch two Torahs are men-
tioned, but the “Oral Torah” is not one of them. In the
coming issue, we will have more on this.

Today, I just want you to have time with yourself
and your God to reflect on two issues. If in the next
publication of OCN, 1 prove to you “with no tricks,
opinions or interpretations” but just from reading the
pure written word that Moses was not the author of all
of the first five books, or that some of the sixty-six
books of the Christian Bible are not inspired by God...
what would you do or say?

By now, you are probably thinking that this writer
is an apostate or someone who wishes to twist the
Scriptures just to deceive. Yet, my desire is for you to
face yourself, with your creator and tell Him how sin-
cere you are with Him and His word.

See you next month.

Shalom to you!

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi of
Aliyah Congregation that meets
Saturdaysat 10 a.m.
at 19925 Monument Hill Road.
www.aliyahcongregation.com e (719) 330-2382
Visitors are welcome!

Our Community News is printed by Signature
Offset in Colorado Springs using post consumer
waste recycled paper and soy bean-based
water-soluable inks.
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Look for our next issue
Saturday, Apr. 7

Ad Reservations: Fri., Mar. 23
Finished ads in electronic format
are due by Fri., Mar. 30
Letter Due Date: Fri., Mar. 30
Visit our web site to read, download,
and search all the back issues at

WWW.OCN.ME

$20 per couple. Reservations can be made online at
www.tlwe.net or paid at the door (cash or check only
at the door). Food and beverages will be available for
purchase. TLWC supports the Tri-Lakes community
through charitable and educational endeavors.
TLWC raises and distributes funds to assist qualified
organizations and promotes the education of its
members and the community through instructional
programs

Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage with
fiddler Katie Glassman, Fri., Mar. 23, opening act

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by
local governmental entities and not-for-profit organiza-
tions. We include events that are open to the general pub-
lic and are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If
space is available, complimentary calendar listings are
included, when requested, for events advertised in the
current issue. To have your event listed at no charge in
Our Community Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send
the information to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742,
Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Colorado Cooperative Association
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Rehydrate

Frog on a Limb Primitives
Le arn to A unique store Your Dry Skin

' with a unique promise:
Skate : Made in the USA!

Everything is handcrafted in Colorado and the USA.

SPring SPQCial! as5% of our artisans are local.

Come visit us for custom log furniture, custom

8 claggeg for $ 80* paintings, home décor, candles, gourmet foods,

Colorado honey, custom baskets and much more!

. ° nd
Sffoi;grl g;grtrf &_Aépor 31 fx Daily refreshments while you shop: Gourmet teas
A;Jes 3' thrfugh Adl.ﬂt 3 and coffee as well as homemade breads and soups
Figure Skate Levels: Snowplow 1 - FS 6 to enjoy! New merchandise arriving daily!
Ice Hockey Levels: 1 - 4 Daily until Easter, find Easter eggs in the store For Men.and .Women
*Additional charges for rental skates and filled with treats or great deals like A_m!'Agﬂg_ .
Forin formatigiisv”i‘:i"m}“l’ macia’s;gﬁscenter com “Save $5" or "20% OFF purchase’ Hydration Facial
WWW. : I — —
or contact Deb at Sk8CoachDeb@aol.com. Visit us on Facebook for daily ;2 m? 7;) ;ilféogzrg
16240 Old Denver Highwa check-in deals and specials! 9
ver Highway  (ladee, - ont € 50% OFF Laser’

341 Front Street, Unit 2, Historic Downtown Monument

(719) 487-4888 www.frogonalimb.com
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Monument SPORTS
EENTER

Please mention this ad when registering

Botox $9 per unit"

Lactic
Chemical Peel”

Reg. $75. SALE $50

Mountain Man Facials
Obagi Medi-Acne Facials
24K Gold Facials
Skin Tag Removal
Microdermalbrasion
Obagi Medical BLT Peel—
Brighter, Lighter, Tighter Skin

Obagi Medical Skin Care
voted #1 for 2™ year!
Gift Certificates

SKIN AND LASER CENTER1

NOW OPEN IN LARKSPUR!:

9164 Spruce Mountain 1
Road, Unit B

Larkspur, CO 80118

(720) 379-3584

www.spa-medica.net
*Limited Time Offer
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