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board members discussed the pragmatic reality that if 
Regional Building issues a certificate of occupancy, hom-
eowners will move in. 

There was a lengthy discussion of the technical details 
of overlapping codes of different levels and types of local 
governments. There was consensus that every stakeholder 
group is “lawyering up” with regard to future liability 
when there is an inevitable future fatality in a structure 
that does not have an automatic sprinkler system due to 
a local government exemption for the basic International 
Fire Code sprinkler requirement. Regional fire districts 
have adopted different versions of the International Fire 
Code (2006 or 2009) and the new international code ver-
sion will call for sprinkler systems in every building in the 
near future. 

At a minimum, the various North Group fire districts 
will be looking at buying more and larger tender trucks, 
1,500 gallons or larger, to carry water to outlying rural 
fires now that there is no sprinkler system mandate for any 
homes in outlying areas with no locally available water 

supply. 
This presents a dilemma for the Wescott board, be-

cause Wescott’s staff has deployed the district’s only water 
tanker vehicle out of state when it deploys firefighters dur-
ing wildfire season, the time when the risk of a large house 
fire in a wooded area spreading to other adjacent homes is 
the worst. 

Wescott has numerous pumpers, including a brand 
new smaller pumper for structure fires in wooded areas, as 
well as brush trucks that also are used in wildfire deploy-
ments. As noted above, these trucks do not carry enough 
water to sustain an adequate flow without tender replen-
ishment. 
Note: The Board of County Commissioners approved 
the resolution for an elimination of all automatic sprin-
kler system requirements, which was requested by the 
HBA and Regional Building on March 27. Falcon Fire 
Protection District Chief Trent Harwig spoke in opposi-

tion to a total exemption.  See agenda item 12 at http:
//bcc2.elpasoco.com/bocc/agendas/2012AgendaResults/
12-03-27.pdf for details. 

Administrative reports
Administrative assistant Cheryl Marshal reported total 
February revenues of $584,269:
•	 $560,901—general property tax
•	 $12,580—specific ownership tax from motor vehicle 
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