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apply to the district for a mail-in 
absentee ballot. The district must 
receive requests to mail absen-
tee ballots by May 1. Absentee 
ballots can be picked up at the 
district office until 3 p.m. May 4. 
Even those who have been put on 
permanent mail-in ballot status 
by El Paso County must submit 
a request to the district to receive 
an absentee ballot. 

For more information, 
contact Jackie Sipes, Donala’s 
office manager and designated 
election official, at 488-3603. 
Email messages may be sent at 
www.donalawater.org/contact-
us.html.

Wastewater treatment 
plant issues

The Donala district operates the 
Upper Monument Creek Waste-
water Treatment Facility that is 
jointly owned by the Donala dis-
trict and the Triview and Forest 
Lakes metropolitan districts. 

Dana Duthie, Donala dis-
trict general manager, distrib-
uted copies of the Perspective 
on Our Community “Nutrients, 
wastewater, and why you should 
care” that ran in the March 3, 
2012, issue of OCN. 

Duthie noted that the state 
has revised the wastewater re-
quirements so that for plants 
that have a capacity of less than 
2 million gallons per day (mgd), 
compliance with the new nutri-
ent standards will be delayed 
10 years. The Upper Monument 
currently has a capacity of about 
1.75 mgd and currently is operat-
ing at about 40 percent capacity. 

Duthie said that total inor-
ganic nitrogen (TIN) in the ef-
fluent from the plant is currently 
running about 6 mg/liter but at 
full plant capacity will likely 
be near 10 mg/liter. Compliance 
with the proposed limit of 7 mg/
liter would require a substantial 
plant expansion and potentially 
more sophisticated treatment. He 
noted that there are significant 
constraints on further plant ex-
pansion due to protected mouse 
habitat near the plant.

He added that limitations on 
the expansion of the plant and 
required compliance with the an-
ticipated nutrient standards will 
constrain growth in the Triview 
district.

There have been numer-
ous problems with the blowers 

at the wastewater plant. Duthie 
reported that three blowers are 
currently operational although 
two have minor oil leaks. The 
newest blower has been disman-
tled for shipment to repair its oil 
leaks. Insurance is reimbursing 
$31,000 for three of the blower 
failures.

Other matters
•	 Duthie noted that if a conser-

vation easement is placed on 
the Willow Springs Ranch, 
it would eliminate the most 
attractive water reclama-
tion options identified by 
the Donala Extended Water 
Supply Study (DEWSS).

•	 During the three months 
from Dec. 1 through Feb. 
29, the district’s $3.19 mil-
lion in investments managed 
by Davidson Fixed Income 
Management showed a yield 
of 0.32 percent, achieving a 
goal of beating the Colotrust 
Plus fund, which yielded 
0.04 percent during the 
same period. The weighted 
average maturity of the 
district’s investments is 7.6 
months. Davidson also sepa-
rately manages $5.6 million 
in proceeds from the bond 
sale to be used to fund the 
infrastructure improvements 
needed to handle renewable 
water and $596,431 in a debt 
service reserve fund associ-

ated with the bond sale.
•	 Duthie reported that toward 

the end of March, the district 
will solicit bids for the first 

Thinking of selling? Our low ‘Flat Fee’ program has 
saved El Paso county sellers thousands of dollars vs. 
traditional real estate commissions. Think about it, you 
can get the professional services of a REALTORTM

while preserving more of your home’s equity. 
             We...

Provide top-notch  
marketing for your home. 
Negotiate and handle the  
entire transaction like any 
traditional broker. 

             You...
Save thousands in commissions. 
Preserve the equity in your home. 

Lawyers Don�t Tell How Your Colorado Assets Can Now Simply, Safely 
And Very Affordably Go Directly To Your Family The Day You Die With:
No Costly Will -  No Costly Trust -  No Costly Probate �  No Costly Legal Fees 
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The Colorado Supreme Court* DOES in �Instructions For Probate With A Will�:
�Beneficiary Designations� avoid Probate a Will requires without using a Living Trust.  

The Colorado Bar* in �Probate In Colorado� tells you about Wills and Trusts: 
All Wills require probate. A Trust doesn�t guarantee you can avoid probate. Trusts are 
being sold to people who don�t need them to avoid probate. Contact the Colorado
Attorney General�s Consumer Protection Unit if you�re a victim of Living Trust fraud!
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What are �Beneficiary Designations�? They let you name, with no costly Will or Trust,
who you want your assets to go directly to the day you die. There is no costly Probate.
Two simple 1 page Colorado legal forms are needed to receive most Colorado estates.  
It�s Colorado�s new �1 Day Estate Option� most estates up to $5 million qualify to use.

It takes 30 minutes to learn how to use the �1 Day Estate Option� and the class is   
FREE at 12:30 p.m., April 11th , Dist. 38 Admin. Bldg., 146 Jefferson St., Monument.  
Wills are FREE at this class. 719-531-7140. *Websites:  www.courts.state.co.us and 
 www.cobar.org. The document cost is $175 (price if you have Colorado real estate). 
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• Gutter Protection 
• Gutters 
• Downspouts 
• Hidden Heat® Cable 
• Sunshade Awnings

Free In-home estImate 
719.495.2673
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Off*

Never  
Clean Your  

Gutters  
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Call
Now!

www.GutterhelmetColoradosprings.com

*15% Off Retail Price for sales greater than 100 Lineal Feet.  
See sales consultant for details. Coupon must be presented at time of estimate. Financing Available WAC.
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Above: Donala candidates (from left) Bob Denny, Tim Wheeler, 
William George, Kenneth Judd, Gene Thornton, and Gar 
Graham. Photo by John Heiser. Their candidate statements will 
be carried in the May 5 issue of OCN.


