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water rates doubled ... went up from $50
a month to $105 a month.” Berreth added,
“In Falcon, | pay $89 before | get any
water.”

The trustees approved the 2013 water
enterprise budget unanimously.

Trustees approve
2013 town budget

Resident Dave Bresnahan had many ques-
tions. “For 2013 the overall revenue is
projected to increase by 40 percent over
the 2012 budget? What happens if the pro-
jected increase doesn’t materialize? We
can’t spend what we don’t have,” he said.
After some discussion, Berreth noted that
audience members were looking at sev-
eral different versions of the budget and
said, “That one’s not valid.... Today we
changed the budget five times.”

Bresnahan replied, “It’s hard to be co-
gent with public comments when you don’t
get the correct budget until the meeting....
It’s a little frustrating.” Ousnamer added,
“(Some of the confusion is) because of the
way we had to include the reserve funds
in the budget. Hopefully they will never
be spent.”

McDonald asked Ousnamer to
explain more about the reserve funds.
Ousnamer said, “Some departments are
over budget and are having to dip into
their reserve funds (in 2012), and we had
to put the reserve funds on this budget
(for 2013).” Each department needs to
stick to its budget and not use any of the
reserves in the operating budgets. “The
reserves should be about $670,000....
They are basically for emergencies,” Ous-
namer warned.

Economic  Development  Trustee
Shana Ball asked, “Will we no longer have
any reserves available for 2013 then?”

Available

‘Small Enough to Make a BIG Difference”

Ousnamer explained that “police and fire
started 2012 with a huge negative also ...
so they don’t have any reserves.”

Davis asked, “What’s the operating
budget?... If I back this out (with a calcula-
tor), | have about $1,162,000 total budget.
I’m trying to get an apples-to-apples on
this operating figure that doesn’t include
the emergency funds. It looks like about
$1,062,000 last year.... So we’re looking
at an increase of less than $100,000.” Ber-
reth said, “Yes, it’s an increase of about
$90,000.”

Davis said, “It’s really hard to give
this a good review and approve it ... since
it’s different than what was presented last
month.” Berreth explained that the El
Paso County assessor amounts updated
this week were $106,000 lower than what
they were at the end of September when
the first budget draft was made. She said,
“The only mills that we are bringing in is
$459,000.... The only thing that changed

Give the gift
of music
with a gift
certificate

NOW Accepting Choice Enrolilment Requests
for Resident and Non-Resident Students

It's time to enroll for next fall!

CHOICE ENROLLMENT

window is OPEN now through February 22nd

Details are posted online or call (719) 488-4700

for information

4 Accredited With Distinction
4 Only District in Colorado Named to the Advanced-Placement
Honor Roll Three Consecutive Years

4 Consistently Among the Top Districts in Colorado
4 In Colorado's Top 10% for College Entrance and State Exams
4 Acclaimed Music, Art, Sports, Drama
4 Outstanding Teachers and Staff

4 Small Learning Communities, Individualized Education

4 Full-Day Kindergarten and Extended-Day Preschool Options

4 K-6 on-Campus Child Care Outside School Hours
4 Homeschool Academy Weekly Enrichment

Lewis-Palmer School District
146 Jefferson St., Monument, CO 80132
(719) 488-4700 « info@lewispalmer.org » www.lewispalmer.org

We sell for YOU on the

WORLD’S LARGEST auction site!

FREE eBay research! FREE professional photographs!
EXPERIENCE you can count on!
We do it all! Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 8 years!
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PowerSeller
13,000+ Positive Feedbacks

The Blue Sage M er chant

251 Front St #11-A, Historic Monument, 488-1822
Mon — Fri 10:00 — 5:00 Sat 9:00 — 3:30 or by Appointment
http://showcase.inkfrog.com/thebluesagemerchant

Lewis-Palmer School District #38

Where Students Belong

Kindergarten and Preschool
registration and open house events
are planned for February

Schedule and registration packets will be posted soon

High School and Middle School tour dates are:
LPMS Tuesdays and Fridays at 1:00 p.m. Call 867-8223 to schedule
LPHS January 16th and 30th at 1:30 p.m. R.S.V.P. to 488-6186

PRHS January 23rd and February 6th at 1:30 p.m. R.S.V.P. to 867-8600

For elementary tours, contact the individual
school directly




