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The directors suggested 
reallocating $200,000 from the 
building construction reserve 
line item to the fire equipment 
line item to replace the self-con-
tained breathing apparatus and 
firefighting gear that should have 
been replaced in 2011 and is now 
falling behind on current safety 
standards. The old gear can be 
traded in for some credit, Rid-
ings said. 

Baker asked if it were pos-
sible to buy this gear in stages 
so that it’s not so much money 
at once, but Ridings said it’s bet-
ter to have all the same batch for 
maintenance and standardization 
of operational and safety features 
firefighters need. Ridings said 
the staff will write grant propos-
als to try to reduce this proposed 
equipment purchase line item.

The budget will most likely 
include an increase in the line 
item for vehicle maintenance. 
Ridings said that health insur-
ance costs increased 20 percent 
and that the district will be shop-
ping around again for the best 
plan.

Financial reports
Treasurer Joyce Hartung pre-
sented the financial reports in the 
absence of Administrative Assis-
tant Cheryl Marshall. As of Oct. 
31, the total was $1.5 million: 
Peoples National Bank $56,000, 
Colorado Peak Fund $180,000, 
ColoTrust Fund $439,000, 
and Wells Fargo Public Trust 
$872,000.

Hartung and Ridings said 
that Fire Marshal Margo Humes 
organized a two-day course on 
Assessing Home Ignition Zones 
funded by grant money. Pat Dur-
land, an instructor from National 
Fire Protection Association, 
taught 42 participants how to 
make science-based fuel mitiga-
tion recommendations to hom-
eowners who want their homes 
and properties to be “firewise,” 
Humes said in an email to OCN 
after the meeting.

Extra vehicle maintenance 
expenses that had been discussed 
in July and August, and unan-
ticipated extra Social Security 
expenses associated with extra 
part-time firefighters during the 
Black Forest Fire, put expenses 
about 2 percent above budget to 
date. 

The district has received 
payments for all its outstanding 
wildland incident deployment, 
for a total net profit of $70,000 
after expenses such as fuel and 
overtime costs, Burns said.

Executive sessions
The board went into executive 
sessions at 7:28 p.m. and at 8:
30 p.m. to discuss personnel 
matters. Chiefs Burns and Rid-

ings were excused for the second 
executive session. No announce-
ments were made after either 
session.

**********

The next meeting will be held at 
7 p.m. Jan. 21 at Station 1, 15415 
Gleneagle Drive. Meetings are 
normally held on the third Tues-

day of the month. Information: 
488-8680.
Lisa Hatfield can be reached at 

lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Support Our 
Community, 
Advertise in 
OCN!

For information, 
contact Candice 

Hitt at 646-7363 or 
ads@ocn.me.

Complete advertising 
information 

including rates and 
sizes is posted at 

www.ocn.me.
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Orthodontic Specialist


