
By Bernard L. Minetti
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Fire Chief Chris Truty recom-
mended July 24 that the district revise 
its response system to improve dispatch 
capability. He said the present El Paso 
County dispatching system is currently 
not configured for a structured tiered 
response. He explained that a tiered re-
sponse system is a comprehensive, mul-
tiple-agency, fire protection/emergency 
response system. An operations center 
dedicated to fulfilling response requests 
directs and controls the dispatching nec-
essary with predetermined equipment 
and local agency capabilities. 

Truty said the dispatching agency 
is not capable of accomplishing this 
rapidly and effectively. Structured tiered 

By Jim Kendrick
 The Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment 
Facility has received two state grants: 
a grant of $80,000 for planning for the 
new equipment required by the state to 
improve removal of total phosphorus 
(TP) and total nitrogen (TN) from treated 
effluent and a second grant of $1 million 
for design and construction of this new 
nutrient treatment equipment. The plan-
ning grant requires a 20 percent match 
by the grant recipient, up to $16,000, or 
$5,333 per owner district. 

Gov. John Hickenlooper announced 
the award of the grant to the Tri-Lakes 
Wastewater Treatment Facility on July 
19. A total of $14.7 million in state nutri-
ent grants was awarded to 21 wastewater 
treatment facilities appropriated by the 
Colorado Legislature in HB 13-1191. 

MSD schedules election for 
one-time TABOR waiver

To receive the grant, a technicality in 
the TABOR amendment requires Monu-
ment Sanitation District to hold a special 
district election on Nov. 5 to seek voter 
approval for a one-time waiver to accept 
this state grant, which far exceeds the 
district’s current annual maximum grant 
acceptance limit of $50,000. Under the 
TABOR amendment to the state constitu-
tion, voter approval of a TABOR waiver is 
required to avoid having to refund all but 
$50,000 of the funds from the $1 million 
state grant proceeds that will be provided 
to Monument Sanitation District. 

The district is only seeking a one-
time waiver for this particular nutrient 
treatment construction grant, not a per-
manent waiver for all future state grants. 

See pages 27-31 for details of these 
and many other local events.

6th Annual Chautauqua Returns in 
Palmer Lake, Fri.-Sun., Aug. 2-4 

Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Social, Sat., 
Aug. 3, 1:30-3 p.m.

Black Rose Acoustic Society Open 
Stage: headlined by Phil Volan & 
Joleen Bell, Fri., Aug. 9, 7 p.m.

Pleasant View Community-Wide 
Garage Sale, Fri.-Sat., Aug. 9 -10

Kings Deer Community-Wide Garage 
Sale, Sat.-Sun, Aug. 10 -11

Black Forest Trail & Wildlife Habitat 
Restoration, Sat., Aug. 10, 8 a.m.-4:
30 p.m.

El Paso County Hazardous Materials 
& Recycling Collection Facility, Sat., 
Aug. 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Social Spark Community & Event 
Center Grand Opening Chalk Fest, 
Sat., Aug. 10, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Art Hop, Thu., Aug. 15, 5-8 p.m.

Palmer Lake Historical Society 
Meeting: “Pikes Peak as Seen in 
Early Postcards,” Thu., Aug. 15, 7 
p.m.

Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage 
headlined by Catherine Fraser and 
Duncan Smith, Fri., Aug. 23, 7 p.m.

Charlie Daniels live at the Tri-Lakes 
Music Festival, Sat., Aug. 31, 11 a.m. 
to sunset

Monument in Motion: Kinetic 
Structure Derby & Street Fair, Mon., 
Sep. 2

Richard Pankratz, A Retrospective 
Exhibition Opening Reception, Fri., 
Sep. 6, 6-8 p.m.

Whimsy County Frog Festival Show of 
Classic Conveyances, Sat., Sep. 7, 1-6 
p.m.■

Local Events
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By Harriet Halbig
At a special meeting held on the morning 
of July 26, the Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict Board of Education approved a mea-
sure to place a mill levy override on the 
November ballot. The measure requests a 
district tax increase of $4.5 million.

Board President Jeffery Ferguson 
commented that, over the past five years, 
the district has been coping with an ero-
sion of financing from the state level. In 
many cases, the state has rescinded fund-
ing during a school year, making budget-
ing and planning even more difficult.

Board Vice President Mark Pfoff 
commented that, during his six years in 
office, there has been a major overhaul in 
the district’s budget. In 2007 the district’s 
budget was not balanced. During the fol-
lowing few years, many cuts were made 
that did not affect classroom activities. 
With the onset of the recession, cuts were 
made of necessity that resulted in larger 
class sizes, removal of many support ser-
vices such as math and reading labs, and 
fewer technology purchases.

Pfoff said that, as these cuts were 
made, the superintendent was tasked 

Above: On June 19, Gov. John Hickenlooper announced the award of state 
nutrient grants for 21 large wastewater treatment facilities. After his public 
statement, Hickenlooper met with, from the left, Tri-Lakes Facility Manager Bill 
Burks, Palmer Lake Sanitation District Manager Becky Orcutt, and Monument 
Sanitation District Manager Mike Wicklund to discuss the successful result of 
four years of effort by Wicklund and the Monument Sanitation District staff. The 
grants include $80,000 for planning and $1 million for construction of nutrient 
treatment equipment at the Tri-Lakes Facility. The Monument Sanitation District 
will hold a special district election on Nov. 5 to seek voter approval for a one-time 
waiver to accept the state grants, which far exceed the district’s current annual 
maximum grant acceptance limit of $50,000. Photo by Jim Kendrick.

**ECRWSS**

Postal
Customer

PRSRT STD 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
MONUMENT, CO 
PERMIT NO. 32

D-38 News 12
Fire District News 1,3-6
Water & San District News 1,6-14
Monument News 14-16
Palmer Lake News 16-18
HOA News 18-19
Weather 20
Letters 20-21
Books, Bees, and Arts 21-23
Snapshots 23-26
Library Events 26
Local History 27
Special Events and Notices 27
Our Community Calendar 28-31
OCN information 25, 30, 31

Free

Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board 
of Education, July 26

Voters to 
decide $4.5 

million ballot 
measure

Tri-Lakes wastewater plant 
awarded $1 million state grant

In this issue

(Continued on page 3)

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District, July 24

Black Forest Fire 
coordination 

called 
ineffective(Continued on page 4)

(Continued on page 2)

Thank you Firefighters and other First Responders! 

Above: Spectators rose to their feet all along the Monument Fourth of July 
parade route when the Pike Interagency Hotshot Crew walked by. Many people 
shook hands with the wildland firefighters. Photo by David Futey. See more 
Independence Day photos on page 23.
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with tracking their effect 
on student performance. 

Over the past year or two, 
although the district con-
tinues to offer an excellent 

education and retains its 
accreditation with dis-
tinction, the scores in the 
district’s assessments have 
begun to slowly decline. 
The efforts of teachers, 
staff, and parents have 
made it possible for the 
district to maintain its 
standing, but the situation 
is not sustainable.

Superintendent John 
Borman also commented 
on the removal of an al-
gebra lab and a student 
assistance center at Lewis-
Palmer High School when 
he was principal there. He 
added that in the course of 
many presentations he has 
held in the community, he 
is confident that the public 
is now aware of the need 
for additional funding and 
that their trust in the board 

has been restored.
Ferguson said that 

there is no way of know-
ing if this is a good time 
to place this measure on 
the ballot, but the board 
knows that now is when 
the funding is needed, 
to use community funds 
to support the district. 
He said he is confident 
that Borman’s efforts to 
educate the community 
about the situation have 
been successful. He em-
phasized that the district 
needs these funds imme-
diately.

The board voted 
unanimously to place on 
the ballot a tax increase 
of $4.5 million in 2014 
and annually thereafter 
to be used for educational 
purposes, including pro-
viding students with skills 
to make them successful in 
college and the workplace, 

providing leading-edge in-
struction and technology, 
restoring teachers and pro-
grams for students needing 
support, recruiting and re-
taining high quality teach-
ers, providing funds to 
restore teaching positions 
to provide optimal class 
size, and provide funds 
to enhance the safety and 
security of the students 
and staff.

Board member John 
Magerko commented that 
it is important to note that 
this funding is not to be 
used for any capital repairs 
or purchases. He said that 
the issue is necessary not 
just to catch up to where 
the district had been, but 
to move forward.

Harriet Halbig 
may be reached at 

harriethalbig@ocn.me.

New Store Hours!
Tue. through Sat., 10-5 

Closed Sun. and Mon. 

Now accepting high-end  
silver jewelry for

consignment
New Crafters Wanted 

New Consignors call for an appointment 
719-484-0300 

www.twotimers.net 
Located in Monument behind Rosie�s Diner 

Two Timers 
                Fine Consign 
          Women�s, Children�s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 

D38 (Cont. from page 1)

The Blue Sage Merchant 
251 Front St #11, Historic Monument, 488-1822 

Mon � Fri 10:00 � 5:00 Sat 9:00 � 3:30 or by Appointment 
www.stores.ebay.com/thebluesagemerchant 

Over 20,000+ Positive Feedbacks! 

We sell for YOU on the 
WORLD�S LARGEST auction site!

FREE eBay research! FREE professional photographs! 
EXPERIENCE you can count on! 

We do it all! Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 10 years! 

Above: Board Vice President Mark Pfoff comments 
on the need for the override. To his left is board 
Secretary John Magerko. Photo by Harriet Halbig.
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response helps improve the ef-
ficiency and effectiveness of 
dispatch capability. Its imple-
mentation allows the dispatcher 
to knowledgeably match the fire, 
other emergency need, or specif-
ic patient requirement in the case 
of a medical emergency, with the 
right level and adequacy of the 
emergency response in terms of 
equipment and personnel.

Truty noted that it took 
almost 12 hours after the Black 
Forest Fire started to obtain ac-
curate information of the other 
agencies and equipment that 
were involved in the containment 
process. The overall resource 
management system utilized 
in that event was lacking in ef-
ficient, accurate, and real-time 
information dissemination to the 
agencies involved, he said.

In recommending options, 
Truty said next year he would 
budget for an improved dis-
patching capability to overcome 
these deficiencies. In responding 
to a question from a reporter, 
he said that a more organized 
system of dispatching should 
evolve into the structured 
tiered response system. He 
added that the North Group 
fire agencies completely 
agreed with that coordina-
tion concept. The North 
Group consists of Tri-Lakes 
Monument, Wescott, Black 
Forest, Larkspur, Falcon, 
Air Force Academy, Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire De-
partment, and Cimarron 
Hills fire agencies. Truty 
said he was not acting as a 
spokesman for these agen-
cies. 

Revenues on the rise
Treasurer John Hildebrandt 
reported that the district had 
received $3 million or 75 percent 
of its expected annual income 
from county property tax rev-
enues. Specific Ownership Tax 
revenues continued to increase 
in June, amounting to $183,634 
or 73.5 percent of the annual 
budgeted amount. In answering a 
reporter’s questions, he said that 
the property tax annual budgeted 
income was fixed and that the 
Specific Ownership Tax income 
was open ended, meaning that 
there is no limit on the amount 
that the district can receive. 

Board President Shirk stated 
in response to another ques-
tion that the excess of budget 
funds would be automatically 
distributed to specific programs. 
Hildebrandt noted that overall 
expenses were 0.23 percent 
over budget. He said that while 
employee salaries were over 
budget three months in a row, the 
amount over budget was trending 
downward.

Truty said the fire staff had 
identified ongoing issues that 

would be compartmentalized 
into one-, two-, and five-year 
implementation plans. 

Truty spoke about numerous 
issues involving the district’s in-
formation technology, including 
system connectivity, intermittent 
equipment functionality, and 
obsolescence. He indicated that 
consulting firm Alerio Technolo-
gy Group is working with the fire 
staff to identify these problems. 
He added that the administration 
of the system is overburdened 
because of a lack of sufficient 
personnel to undertake the tasks 
involved.

On healthcare reform, 
Truty said the Department of 
Labor had advised there would 
be a one-year postponement on 
implementation for agencies 
with over 50 employees. He 
also advised the board that the 
district was working with IMA, 
the district health care advisor, 
and keeping the district updated 
through ongoing webinars.

Truty said the district had 30 
calls in 2012 that would apply to 
the Penrose-St. Francis Indigent 
Health Care Program. The pro-
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�� NCA Accredited, State Licensed 
�� Dedicated to Catholic Values 
�� Financial Aid Available 
�� Full Day & Half Day Preschool 

�� Core Knowledge Curriculum 
�� Saxon Math 
�� Highly Qualified Teachers 
�� Limited Class Size 

Call or visit to enroll
Sheila M. Whalen 

Principal
Fr. Don Brownstein 

Pastor

719-481-1855
124 First Street, Monument � www.ucsppr.org

St. Peter Catholic School will provide a Christ-centered education that 
meets individual student needs and will develop all children spiritually 

and educationally to become leaders in the church and the world.
.

NOW ENROLLING FOR 2013-14 
PRESCHOOL�8TH GRADE

Complete service 
comes to you! 

(719) 487-9119
service@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,  
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing, 
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts 
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes 

& Lighting, and more... 

Custom 
Window 

Coverings 

Painted 
Furniture

Unique 
Home 

Accessories 

Furniture 
Painting 
Classes

125 Second St., Monument
719.265.9921
Tue - Fri 10-5

Sat 10-3
www.ShadesofAmber.net

TLMFPD (Cont. from page 1)
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By Lisa Hatfield
On July 16, Donald Wescott Fire Protection District 
board members moved ahead in the process to request a 
mill levy increase from voters, approved the 2012 audit 
results, and learned about continuing fuel mitigation ef-
forts in the district. Tanner Finnicum was sworn in as a 
new full member volunteer.

The absence of Chairman Scott Campbell was ex-
cused, and Director Harland Baker chaired the meeting.

District to request mill levy ballot issue
The Wescott board voted unanimously to approve Reso-
lution 2013-002, authorizing the district to ask the coun-
ty to include a measure on the November ballot asking 
Wescott voters to approve an increase in the property tax 
levy from 7 mills to 11 mills. The wording of the ballot 
question has not yet been determined. 

Administrative Assistant Cheryl Marshall was unani-
mously approved as the designated election official.

Chief’s report
“The phone is ringing off the hook” for fuel mitigation 
inspection requests for residents, Chief Vinny Burns said. 
Residents along several streets in Wescott have requested 
use of the district’s chipper to help them deal with the 
slash from fuel mitigation in their neighborhoods. Wescott 
volunteers bring the chipper and give a safety briefing to 
residents who then do the manual labor.

Assistant Chief Scott Ridings explained that Wescott 
has a 20-year mitigation plan in progress, including the ex-
tension of the shaded fuel break that runs through the cen-
ter of the district. He hopes to find more funds to extend it 
west of Highway 83 and at the south end of Fox Run Park. 

The district is applying for more grant money for 

gram provides a standard reimbursement to agencies that 
sign on, avoiding potential collection problems. 

In response to many requests for fire mitigation in-

spections, Truty said the district would dedicate two days 
a month to inspections.

Office Manager Jennifer Martin said the district ex-
pressed thanks for donations to its first responders. The 
Church at Woodmoor gave $100, Papa Murphy’s donated 
$452, and Harland and Nancy Teskey, local residents, 
gave $200.

Martin said the district also thanked the Tri-Lakes 
Women’s Club for donating three rowing machines for 
fire personnel use. 

**********
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Aug. 28, in the Administration Center at 166 Second St. 
in Monument. For further information regarding this 
meeting, contact Martin at 719-484-0911.

Bernard Minetti may be contacted at 
bernardminetti@ocn.me.ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST

On-Site Tailoring 

10% OFF
ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of 
drop-off. Prepayment required. 
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Expires 8/31/13.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road 

By King Soopers 
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm 

Sat. 8 am - 4 pm 

 755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile west of Monument Safeway) 

www.YogaPathwaysStudio.com  481-4137 

Yoga Pathways 
 Raleigh Dove, E-RYT 500

  Group & Private Classes
Specializing in Yoga Therapeutics 

Guitar Lessons
All Ages � All Levels  

All Styles 
Graduate of the prestigious Guitar Institute 

of Technology in Hollywood with  
20 years� Teaching Experience  

Call Mike at 487-8435 

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning. 
Now accepting  
new students. 

Call Pam Brunson            646-2791
www.pianobypam.com

Family Horse Boarding
For 1-2 geldings or mares on 12-acre family horse property. 

Barn, tack room, corral, arena, pasture and  
trailer parking. Grass hay fed. $300/month.

Call Rick at 481-6660

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, July 16

Wildfire mitigation work continues
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residents and encouraged a “community approach to 
mitigation,” helping get residents plugged in with the 
work already in progress in coordination with several 
homeowners associations. Grant money awarded to the 
district assists homeowners paying for contractors to do 
mitigation with 50-50 matching funds for in-kind work, 
which can include technical advice on fuels mitigation 
provided by Wescott as well as homeowners’ hours of 
work.

Burns said the Black Forest Merger Committee has 
not met since prior to the Black Forest Fire, but both dis-
tricts are working to coordinate their standard operating 
procedures. 

Assistant Chief Scott Ridings presented the May and 
June run reports. Calls increased by 15 percent from last 
year to 364 calls for May and June. These numbers do 
not include the Black Forest Fire, for which final numbers 
were not available, nor a building fire that occurred out 
of the district. Both were mutual aid calls and will not 
count as financial losses that occurred within the Wescott 
service area.

Ridings reported that the ladder truck needs an up-
grade to the “jake” brake, a diesel engine braking mecha-
nism, so that it is no longer underpowered and can stop 
safely on hills. This is an unexpected expense of $7,000 to 
$8,000, but there was board consensus to take the money 
out of the periodic preventive maintenance budget instead 
of reserves.

Financial report
Marshall said the district’s financial balances as of June 
30 totaled $1.5 million: Peoples National Bank $65,000, 
Colorado Peak Fund $179,000, ColoTrust Fund $439,000, 
and Wells Fargo Public Trust $906,000.

For all your 
plumbing 

needs

Plumbing, LLC  
Shawn Heer, Principal

719.633-6948 (ofc)

719.351.3573 (cell)

Mention this ad for 15% OFF labor!

You can spell my last name 
�I-SELL� because that is what I do! 

Email: andyellis2010@gmail.com

SPELLS I-SELL
Call me today to list your 
home now. Inventory is 
low and prices are up! 

Sold!
Sold!

Sold!

18065 Bakers Farm Road
Custom Oaksbury Masterpiece 
Rancher in Walden III. Slab granite 
and knotty alder cabinetry in the 
kitchen, hardwood floors, elevated 
ceilings, hand troweled texture, 
brand new carpet, 3 fireplaces,  
4 bd., 4 ba., 6 car garage. Huge 
walk out LL with rec room, wet bar, 
and slate framed gas FP. Fully 
landscaped. List price $534,900. 
http://tour.circlepix.com/home/
CMCQE

Closed 8/2/13!

Closed 6/28/13Bent Tree� Updated 5700 sq. ft. home on lg. treed lot. Pikes Peak  
views. 5-6 bd., 4 ba. Slab granite in kit., lots of hardwood floors. Dining,  
living, & family room, office (with FB) on main-level. Large wrap-around 
deck.  LL rec room, fireplace and bonus room. Brand new roof included.  
List price $644,000. http://tour.circlepix.com/home/U9B5SM

Sold!
Almost 4 ac!

Pikes Peak Views

49 Walnut Ave�3 bd., 2.5 ba. 
Newer, 2005 built, Victorian. Built 
on a lg. attractive lot in Palmer 
Lake. Lots of nice features  
 including ornate gas fireplace, 
antique reproduction trim and 
fixtures. Slab Granite in huge kit., 
lots of cabinetry. Hardwood floors. 
Marble, Tile, and Slate floors. 
Large fenced backyard. Almost 1/3 
acre total. Walk to National Forest.  
List price $339K. 
http://circlepix.com/home/7RSQT3

Reduced 10K!

Reduced 20K!

6 Car Garage!

Marty Christensen 
Chartercraft Homes, Inc. 
(719) 481-9706 or (719) 499-9984 
Licensed and insured

� New construction 
� Remodeling 
� Basement finishing 

� Additions 
� Decks
� RV garages 

Home Construction and Remodeling

Drywall Work
Remodels, Basements, Repairs. 30 yr. exp.

Call Gerry at 481-4497

Lessons
*Year Round 
*Group, Private 
*Ages 7 � Adult 
*Western, English 
   Dressage                 

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH

719-481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz 

*CHA Certified* 
Instructor

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team 
*Indoor Arena

Professional Garden & Landscape Management 
Planting, Pruning, Clean-up, Trimming 
Fire-Wise Consultation/Plant selection 
DUFF Removal, Native, Xeric, Organic 

Colorado Gardener Certificate *Insured*

Greenbranch Garden Services
(719)-487-0652 

Pleasant View
Community-Wide  

Garage Sale
Fri. & Sat., Aug. 9 & 10, 8-2

Take the Baptist Road exit from I-25. Go east to the 
trees. Near the top of the hill, watch for signs. 

Brochures available at each entrance. 
For information, call Zeda at 481-4564. 
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The 2012 audit has been completed and filed with 
the state. As of Dec. 30, 2012, the ending balance was 
$1.3 million. Wildland profit from deployments in 2012 
was $135,000. The board voted unanimously to accept 
the audit.

The meeting adjourned at 8:41 p.m.
**********

Note: Due to multiple outside fires in northern El Paso 
County since the Black Forest Fire, OCN contacted As-
sistant Chief Ridings for a statement on July 25. “There 

has been one outside fire in the Wescott district, suspi-
cious in nature. It is under investigation, along with three 
earlier outside fires within Fox Run Park, which is within 
the Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District. Both agencies are 
working with El Paso County Sheriff’s Office to deter-
mine the exact cause. We have called in extra personnel to 
patrol the area during medium and high fire danger days. 
The firefighters have been instructed to patrol the Wescott 
district neighborhoods looking for any new fire starts. If 
residents see something suspicious, they should call the El 
Paso County Sheriff’s Office.”
Correction: In the July 6 issue, OCN should have attrib-
uted the statement, “CSFD are not wildfire-trained; it’s 
not what they do…. But it was great to have (their) sup-
port,” to Chairman Scott Campbell, a Colorado Springs 
city manager, not Capt. Sean Pearson.

**********
The next meeting will be held at 7 p.m. Aug. 20 at Station 
1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive, with a pension board meeting 
at starting at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are normally held on the 
third Tuesday of the month. Information: 488-8680.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Bud Gerathy

�YOUR project should be HANDCRAFTED!� 
Additions � Decks � Remodels/Basement Finishes 

Garages & Barns � Custom Homes 
15 years experience in El Paso & Douglas Counties 

Licensed & Insured � BUILT GREEN CERTIFIED 

Call today for a FREE Estimate: (719) 481-6170 
handcraftedinc@aol.com   www.handcraftedinc.com

It�s a Pane  
Window Cleaning 

� Windows � Screens  
� Tracks

Very Customizable  
Free Estimates

Ryan Schutz (719) 337� 4225 

Above: Tanner Finnicum, left, was sworn in by 
Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Director 
Harland Baker as a new full member volunteer for 
Wescott on July 16. Wescott’s Chief, Vinny Burns 
(right), presented Finnicum with a black helmet front 
piece, which signifies to firefighters in the field that 
he has more training than a probationary member 
with an orange front piece. Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

The $1 million design and construction grant has no 
restrictions—no matching fund or property taxation re-
quirements. 

Final execution of these state grants will require 
further negotiations and approval by the state Grants 

and Loans Unit of a specific work plan, scope of work, 
and budget for the Tri-Lakes nutrient equipment project. 
These grants are good for three years because of the 
extended time required to plan, design, and gain local/
county/state design approval for the plant expansion, con-
struct the new nutrient removal capital plant additions, 
and adjust the plant’s unique biological nutrient removal 
process for optimum performance for final state project 
approval. All construction and documentation must be 
completed, audited, and approved by Sept. 1, 2016. 

The Tri-Lakes facility is not a special district. The 
facility operates as a separate public utility entity and is 
jointly owned, in equal one-third shares, by Monument 
Sanitation District, Palmer Lake Sanitation District, and 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District. The Palmer 
Lake district’s current TABOR state grant limit is also 
about $50,000––10 percent of its annual $500,000 budget. 
Woodmoor’s current TABOR state grant limit is about 
$600,000––10 percent of its annual $6 million budget. 

Educating the state
Because the Tri-Lakes facility is not a special district 
and has no constituents and no taxing authority, the 
state cannot award the planning and construction grants 
directly to the facility under existing state grant rules. 

WASTEWATER GRANT (cont. from page 1)
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The Monument district staff 
spent numerous hours in Denver 
educating the Grants and Loans 
Unit staffers, the Water Quality 
Control Division leadership, and 
the state Legislature staff mem-
bers who will administer this 
unprecedented grant program. 
The Monument staff informed 
the state about the substantial 
differences in the various types 
of unique ownership structures 
for jointly owned and oper-
ated wastewater special districts 
throughout Colorado. 

No one in the Legislature, 
its staff, or the Water Quality 
Control Division had considered 
this type of grant eligibility issue 
for a facility like Tri-Lakes or 
how to award a grant to a jointly 
owned treatment facility until 
the Monument district brought 
up these issues at Water Quality 
Control Division nutrient grant 
program stakeholder meetings 
after passage of HB 13-1191. 

For example, it took several 

weeks of education and negotia-
tions to ensure that there would 
be flexibility in dividing the Tri-
Lakes construction grant among 
the three Tri-Lakes owner dis-
tricts in a manner that would 
not create unintended TABOR 
complications. Monument Sani-
tation District Manager Mike 
Wicklund persuaded the Grants 

and Loans unit to add a step to 
the award granting process and 
to extend the amount of time for 
every eligible owner district to 
hold a TABOR waiver election. 

While the Monument district 
board has already approved hold-
ing a TABOR waiver election, 
the Palmer Lake and Woodmoor 
district boards have declined to 
hold one. Further negotiations 
on how reimbursements from the 
$1 million grant will have to be 
allocated among the three owner 
districts for costs incurred over 
the next three years will be held 
with the Grants and Loans unit 
after Monument’s constituents 
vote on the one-time TABOR 
waiver for the state nutrients 
construction grant. 

Also, the grant application 
forms had to be modified by 
adding separate signature blocks 
for the board presidents of the 
Monument, Palmer Lake, and 
Woodmoor wastewater districts 
and wording that reflected that a 
treatment facility may be owned 
by more than one special district 
and/or town or city. 

Four years of meetings 
and testimony

The award of these nutrient plan-
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Orthodontic Specialist

Above (L to R): Lower Fountain Metropolitan Sewage Disposal 
District Manager Jim Heckman and  Monument Sanitation 
District Manager Mike Wicklund with a map showing which 
state wastewater facilities will receive state nutrient planning 
and construction grants totaling $14.7 million under House Bill 
13-1191 to treat total phosphorus and total nitrogen. This map is 
available at the state Water Quality Control Division’s Nutrients 
Management Grant Program website. Photo by Jim Kendrick.
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The Julliard School 
New York, NY

Beginner to 
Advanced

(719) 337-7742
ginaforeropianostudio@yahoo.com

Give the gift 
of  music 

with a gift 
certificate

European Chateau Style home, 5 beds/ 6 baths/ 6,446 sq. ft., 
$100K in improvements, granite counter-tops, travertine tile, 
four fireplaces, two laundry rooms, six patios, eight car garage 
with work area, walk to the clubhouse.  
Live like royalty in this regal European Chateau style home  
located on the 18th fairway. Every one of the spacious rooms 
has been lovingly restored by the master woodworker and artist 
owners. Live your romantic fantasy every day in these warmly 
lit, exceptional rooms with private patios. A magnificent chande-
lier adorns the formal living room with a massive two-story brick 
fireplace. Detailed iron railing on the upper level loft, opens to 
the formal living room below.  Located at the end of a  
cul-de-sac. Take a three-minute walk to the Woodmoor Pines 
Country Club, where you may enjoy tennis, a full gym, indoor 
and outdoor pools and excellent dining.  List price $625,000. 

Call "Homes of Manitou Springs, LLC" for your tour:  
(719) 685-1212

FOR SALE - Woodmoor 

Golf Course Property!

1.2 Acres of Land!

605 Tam O Shanter, MLS# 730309

Sundance Studio
1450 Cipriani Loop

M/F 5:45 am, M/W/F/S 7:45 am 
M-Sat 9:15 am, Sun 4 pm

Black Forest Community Church 
6845 Shoup Road 

M/W 5:30 pm, Sat 7:45 am 

Call Carolyn at 488-5776 � www.jazzercise.com

STOP LOOKING, YOU�VE FOUND IT!
Exceptional home in D-38, 1/4 acre Lot! Over 
3,700 sq. ft., 4 + 3.5, formal living & dining 
rooms, large family room w/ custom built-ins + 
fireplace, gourmet kitchen w/ SS appliances, 
corian counter-tops, sunroom, fully fenced 
rear yard w/ trex deck, partially finished base-
ment. So many upgrades including lots of 
hardwood floors, a/c, slab granite in  
bathrooms, crown molding and so much more.  
A great find for only $355,000!
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ning and construction grants cul-
minated over four years of work 
by Wicklund, Lower Fountain 
Metropolitan Sewage Disposal 

District Manager Jim Heckman, 
and Tad Foster, the Tri-Lakes 
facility’s environmental attor-
ney. Wicklund and Heckman, 

who is also the district manager 
of Fountain Sanitation District, 
ensured that Monument, Foun-
tain, and Lower Fountain sent 

a representative to over 100 
hearings and meetings on 
nutrient regulations held by 
the state Legislature, the 

Colorado Water Quality Control 
Commission, the Water Quality 
Control Division, and numerous 
types of stakeholder workgroup 
meetings held by the Colo-
rado Water Quality Forum, the 
Colorado Wastewater Utilities 
Council, the Colorado Nutrient 

Coalition, and the Colorado Ru-
ral Communities Coalition. 

Wicklund and Heckman 
were instrumental in creating the 
Colorado Nutrient Coalition and 
the Colorado Rural Communi-
ties Coalition and gathering vol-
untary state-wide funding from 
over 60 state wastewater entities 
that were members of each coali-
tion. They all worked to oppose 
the unfunded state mandate cre-
ated by the Water Quality Com-
mission’s recent approval of the 
new Control Regulation 85 and 
Regulation 31.17 in June 2012. 

For more information see: 
www.ocn.me/v12n6.htm#juc 
and www.ocn.me/v12n3.htm# 
nutrients.

Over the past three years, 
Wicklund and Heckman visited 
Hickenlooper’s office; worked 
with Colorado Majority Leader 
Amy Stephens, Rep. Marsha 
Looper, and Sen. Keith King; 
and testified at various state 
House and Senate hearings for 
the Colorado Rural Communi-
ties Coalition on legislation to 
mandate state funding of the new 
equipment being required of all 
391 state wastewater treatment 
facilities. 

In each hearing and meeting 
Wicklund and Heckman pointed 
out that the smaller facilities can-
not take advantage of the econo-
mies of scale available to facili-
ties such as Metro Wastewater 
Reclamation District in Denver. 
They also pointed out that the 
state’s and EPA’s published long-
term nutrient requirements are 
unattainable with current tech-
nology and will bankrupt small 
towns and small special districts 
throughout Colorado. 

The Tri-Lakes plant’s 
biological activated sludge treat-
ment process was installed in 
1998 and immediately won an 
EPA award as a state-of-the-art 
plant, but was never intended 
to nor expected to remove total 
phosphorus or total nitrogen at 
the levels now being demanded 
by the state’s recently approved 
Control Regulation 85 nor the far 
more restrictive interim values in 
the state’s Regulation 31.17. 

To this day, the Tri-Lakes 
facility’s current discharge per-
mit has no reporting requirement 
and no discharge permit limit for 
total phosphorus or phosphates 
because no requirement existed 
until now. The current discharge 
permit limit for total inorganic 

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 801321860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
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(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
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• Non-Extraction Approach
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• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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• Complimentary Exams

• Clear Braces, Invisalign & 
Self Ligating Brackets

• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & 
Adults

• Extended Office Hours

• Flexible Payment Plans

(Continued on page 10)

Tina Peterson, CRS, ABR GRI  
Direct: 719-460-7614

View all my listings online www.TinaPeterson.com
9574 Pinebrook Way 3827 Roberts Ridge Pl. 

2023 Sussex Ln., COS 5108 Chaise Dr., COS 

Wagon Trails *  $299K 

Over 3.5 Acres * 199K! Pine Creek * $520K 

Townhome * $159K

1/2 PRICE 
HAIRCUTS  

THURSDAYS 

Laura Zimmerman

106 Second Street, 
 Historic Downtown 

Monument � 488-1181
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nitrogen, first imposed in January 2012, is 23 milligrams 
per liter (mg/l), well in excess of the new Control Regu-
lation 85 limit of 15 mg/l and the new Regulation 31.17 
interim value for total nitrogen for Monument Creek 2.01 
mg/l in that will take effect in 2022. 

No affordable treatment option available would 
allow any currently operational Colorado wastewater 
treatment to meet these pending 2022 total phosphorus 
or total nitrogen limits in Regulation 31.17. Phosphorus 
is a common ingredient in most multi-vitamins. Nitrogen 
comprises 78 percent of the earth’s atmosphere and is ab-
sorbed at the surface of every water body on the planet. 
Neither is a pollutant unless it is added to water in highly 
concentrated amounts. 

The Tri-Lakes facility and Lower Fountain’s nearly 
completed Harold Thompson facility are classified as 
large facilities because they are rated at over 1 million 
gallons per day. Both are lumped in the same category as 
Denver Metro––even though Denver Metro treats about 
140 million gallons per day for 1.7 million people, while 

Tri-Lakes and Lower Fountain each treat less than 2 mil-
lion gallons per day for only about 5,500 and 2,000 homes 
respectively. The actual daily flows treated by Tri-Lakes 
rarely exceed 1.2 million gallons per day and the Lower 
Fountain facility will not likely treat over 2 million gal-
lons per day in the near future. 

The governor’s executive order
As a result of pressure from small facilities through 

the Colorado Rural Communities Coalition to have the 
state government comply with its own law against un-
funded mandates, one of Hickenlooper’s initial actions on 
Jan. 11, 2011, his first day as governor, was publication of 
Executive Order D 2011-005. Some the statements in this 
order were: 
• “For many years, state government has imposed an 

ever-increasing number of legal requirements on 
local governments, without regard to the costs such 
requirements impose on already-strained local bud-
gets, and without providing additional funding to 
enable local governments to comply. Local govern-
ments continue to face difficulties such as funding, 
complexity, and delay in securing flexibility and ap-
provals regarding state requirements.

• “In order to assist local governments in effectively 
complying with such requirements, this Executive 
Order gives direction to state agencies on consulting 
and working with local governments before imposing 
new regulations or other obligations.

• “To the extent authorized by law, no state agency 
shall promulgate any regulation creating a mandate 
on local governments unless … the state government 
provides the funding necessary to pay for the direct 
costs incurred by local governments in complying 
with the mandate.”

For more information see http://statebillnews.com/2011/
01/text-of-hickenlooper-executive-orders-issued/ 

The Legislature then approved Senate Joint Reso-
lution 11-005. This resolution stated that in 1991 the 
General Assembly enacted section 29-1-304.5 of the 
Colorado Revised Statutes, which prohibits any new 
state mandate or increase in the level of service for a 
previously existing state mandate on any local govern-
ment without the provision of additional monies from 
the state to cover the local government’s costs of the 
new mandate or increased level of service. For more 
information on SJR 11-005 see www.leg.state.co.us.

The Tri-Lakes facility’s treated effluent that is 
discharged to upper Monument Creek already complies 
with the state’s annual median limit for total inorganic 
nitrogen of 15 milligrams per liter (mg/l) or parts per 
million (ppm) that was created in the new Control Reg-

ulation 85 on Sept. 30, 2012. Subsequently, Hickenlooper 
delayed enforcement of these limits for a year to give the 
large wastewater facilities time to plan, design, and bud-
get for the complex and costly plant modifications to meet 
these new Reg. 85 restrictions.

Costly improvements
However, about $1 million in capital construction, 
$333,333 per district, will have to be incurred by the three 
districts that own the Tri-Lakes facility just to meet the 
new Reg. 85 annual median limit of 1 mg/l for total phos-
phorus that was also created on Sept. 30. This new total 
phosphorus limit will be imposed on Tri-Lakes when the 
facility’s current five-year discharge permit is renewed on 
Jan. 1, 2017. It will cost an estimated $1 million more to 
design and build additional nutrient removal equipment to 
meet Regulation 31.17 total phosphorus and total nitrogen 
limits that will be imposed on May 31, 2022.

The restrictions in Reg. 85 only apply to the 45 larg-
est publicly owned wastewater treatment facilities in 
Colorado—those rated at over 2 million gallons per day 
(MGD) of treatment capacity. The Tri-Lakes facility is 
rated at 4.2 MGD. Reg. 85 does not apply to the other 345 
smaller treatment facilities in Colorado rated at less than 
2 MGD, such as the Upper Monument Creek Regional 
Wastewater Treatment Facility and Academy Water and 
Sanitation District’s wastewater treatment lagoons in the 
OCN coverage area. There are 391 wastewater treatment 
facilities in Colorado.

The Tri-Lakes facility’s current five-year discharge 
permit limit for both total inorganic nitrogen and nitrate 
is 23 mg/l. These two Tri-Lakes permit limits were put 
into effect on Jan. 1, 2012, and will remain in effect until 
the end of 2016. The current Reg. 85 total inorganic ni-
trogen and nitrate limits will now become effective Sept. 
30, 2013, but will not apply to Tri-Lakes until the next 
Tri-Lakes five-year discharge permit is approved. There 
is no permit limit for ammonia because Tri-Lakes has 
already demonstrated in previous discharge monitoring 
reports submitted to the state that its ammonia removal 
is more than sufficient to show that there is no reasonable 
potential for a permit violation.

There is no phosphorus or phosphate limit in the cur-
rent Jan. 1, 2012, Tri-Lakes discharge permit, which is 
scheduled to expire on Dec. 31, 2016. Monthly phosphate 
monitoring, which is now required by Reg. 85, has shown 
that effluent concentrations are about 3 to 6 mg/l. 

The current interim value listed in Regulation 31.17 
for total phosphorus in a warm plains stream like Monu-
ment Creek is 0.17 mg/l. This interim value will become 
effective on May 31, 2022, for the Tri-Lakes facility. The 
total nitrogen interim value in Regulation 31.17 that will 
become effective on May 31, 2022, for Tri-Lakes is 2.01 
mg/l. However, the EPA has still not approved the new 
language in either of these new state regulations. 

The EPA has proposed even tighter and costlier re-
strictions on nutrients as well as metals and other natural-
ly occurring elements like selenium. The EPA has stated 
that it would prefer that the state immediately approve 
EPA’s warm water nutrient criteria—0.067 mg/l for total 
phosphorus and 0.88 mg/l for total nitrogen—but has not 
yet made these criteria a federal requirement or a mandate 
on the state. Neither of these EPA interim nutrient values 
can be achieved by any existing technology.

Using $1 million of grant money to pay half of 
the cost of building capital improvements in the next 
three years that will be designed to meet 2022 nutrient 
discharge permit restrictions in Reg. 31.17 would sig-
nificantly reduce the cost of chemicals used to treat total 
phosphorus from 2016 through 2022, as compared to a 
previously planned smaller and simpler total phosphorus 
removal system. 

A cost-benefit study was approved on June 11 by 
the Tri-Lakes facility’s Joint Use Committee to study 
the best long-term nutrient treatment options that are 
currently available and have become affordable with the 
award of the Hickenlooper grant (http://www.ocn.me/
v13n7.htm#juc.) The facility’s consultant engineering 
firm Tetra Tech will conduct this new study using the 
$80,000 Hickenlooper planning grant just awarded, 
which has now made this desired but previously un-
funded type of study affordable. The facility’s $16,000 
match will be paid out of 2013 contingency funds, costing 
the Monument, Palmer Lake, and Woodmoor districts 
$5,333 each. 

Hickenlooper’s announcement
Hickenlooper announced 15 design and construction 
grants totaling $13.5 million and 15 planning grants to-
taling $1.2 million. Each of the planning grants requires a 
20 percent match by the grant recipient. Eleven treatment 
facilities received both types of grants, four facilities 
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For Sale by Owner 
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Beautiful semi-custom home, 3 BR/2.5 BA, study w/closet in 
Santa Fe Trails. 3,200 sf. GR with gas FP, large master suite, 
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By Jim Kendrick
On July 9, Facility Manager Bill 
Burks advised the Tri-Lakes Waste-
water Treatment Facility Joint Use 
Committee (JUC) that the final 
documents for the formation of 
the Arkansas and Fountain Creek 
Coalition for Urban/Rural River 
Evaluation (AF CURE) had been 
approved by the board of the Pikes 
Peak Regional Water Authority 
(PPRWA). The PPRWA will spon-
sor AF CURE. 

All the wastewater treatment 
facility boards of the AF CURE 
members have also individually 
approved the final documents. The 
associate member fee for the Tri-
Lakes facility to join PPRWA and 
be eligible to participate in this 
PPRWA project is $650. 

The Tri-Lakes facility operates 
as a separate public utility and is 
jointly owned, in equal one-third 
shares, by Monument Sanitation 
District, Palmer Lake Sanitation 
District, and Woodmoor Water 
and Sanitation District. The three-
member JUC acts as the board 
of the facility and consists of one 
director from each of the three 
owner districts’ boards: President 
Jim Whitelaw, Woodmoor, Vice 
President Dale Smith, Palmer Lake, 
and Secretary/Treasurer Chuck 
Robinove, Monument. Several other 
district board members and district 
managers from each of the three 
owner districts also attended the 
meeting.

The scheduled absences of 
Whitelaw and Robinove were ex-
cused by Smith, who chaired the 
meeting. No Woodmoor director 
attended the meeting. Monument 
Director Don Smith filled in as 
Robinove’s alternate, creating a 

received only design and construction 
grants, and six facilities received only 
planning grants. 

Hickenlooper said he wants this nutri-
ent grant program to set a standard for a 
future grant program for the equally chal-
lenging and costly statewide nutrient re-
quirements facing small towns and small 
special districts. For example, neither the 
Upper Monument Creek Regional Waste-
water Treatment Facility nor the Academy 
Water and Sanitation District were eligible 
for the HB 13-1191 grant program even 
though both facilities will eventually have 
the identical Reg. 31.17 nutrient restric-
tions as the Tri-Lakes facility. 

Several other regional wastewater 
facilities also received grants. The Lower 
Fountain Metropolitan Sewage Disposal 
District and City of Pueblo received both 
of the available types of state grants—a $1 
million design and construction grant and 
an $80,000 planning grant. The Colorado 
Springs Utilities Las Vegas Wastewater 
Treatment Facility received $1 million 
for design and construction. The Security 
Sanitation District and Widefield Water 
and Sanitation Districts each received 

an $80,000 planning grant. The City of 
Pueblo received both grants for a total of 
$1.08 million. 

Hickenlooper said, “This grant fund-
ing will help communities offset the costs 
of bringing their systems into compliance. 
In addition, the grants announced today 
will help ensure safe and healthy water 
for wildlife, agriculture, recreation, and 
drinking water purposes.” The Nutri-
ent Grant Program will help wastewater 
facilities with the costs of planning for, 
designing, and implementing system im-
provements. The new nutrient standards 
apply to about 45 large wastewater treat-
ment systems. 

Hickenlooper signed House Bill 13-
1191 on May 10. This bill appropriated 
$15 million over the next three years for 
state planning grants and state design/
construction grants to help finance what 
otherwise would be totally unfunded state 
mandates for Reg. 85 and Reg. 31.17 capi-
tal improvements to these 45 large state 
wastewater treatment plants. 

The text of HB 13-1191 is available 
at www.leg.state.co.us/ under this series 
of links: 

• “Session Information” 
• “House - Regular 2013 session” 
• “Bills and Fiscal notes” 
• “Select Bill Range” 
• “House Bills 1151-1200” 
• “GO->” 
• HB 13-1191 “All Versions”
• Final Act

Some details for implementation of HB 13-
1191 are available at www.colorado.gov/
c s / S a t e l l i t e / C D PH E -WQ / C B O N /
1251640468307 

**********
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Tri-Lakes Facility Joint Use 
Committee, July 9

Tetra Tech 
to revise 

study plan 
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quorum of two directors. 
Burks said AF CURE will budget an extra $10,000 

in 2014 to have GEI Consulting perform environmental 
studies in Monument Creek and Fountain Creek to gather 
additional data on the current status of macroinverte-
brates as a baseline to evaluate future enhanced removal 
of nutrients and metals. The budget for engineering firm 
Brown & Caldwell to manage AF CURE will increase 
about $5,000 in 2014 to handle this additional administra-
tive load. These costs will be divided evenly by all AF 
CURE members. 

The facilities must take these measurements in order 
to gather enough data to scientifically evaluate stream 
health in Monument Creek and Fountain Creek with re-
gard to nutrients, metals, and in-stream temperatures. 

Financial report
Some of the payments Tri-Lakes Facility Manager Bill 
Burks noted were:
• $1,664 to SGS Environment Testing Corp. for labora-

tory services for metals and nutrients analysis.

• $4,878 to environmental attorney Tad Foster for legal 
services for the Water Quality Control Commission’s 
triennial Arkansas River Basin hearings in Alamo-
sa.

• Three payments to Hach Co. for a total of $3,875 for 
equipment to analyze phosphorus.

•  $3,756 to Tetra Tech for work on a long-range facility 
plan.

The JUC unanimously accepted the June financial re-
port. 

District manager’s reports
Smith reported that Monument was concluding the relin-
ing of 632 feet of old vitrified clay collection lines with 
Insituform in the vicinity of McShane Place. Other repair 
work had been completed in the alley between the north 
end of Washington Street and the railroad tracks. Burks 
noted unusually high amounts of suspended solids at 
Monument’s south vault on June 11 and June 25. Smith 
stated that Monument’s line cleaning had been completed 
before June 11. 

There was a lengthy discussion about how well re-
pairs and well screen acid cleaning may add suspended 
solids, as well as pipe repairs involving a lot of tree root 
removal and manhole ring repairs may cause surges in 
suspended solids. This kind of surge rarely causes more 
than a 1 percent increase in annual treatment costs for 
biosolids. 

Becky Orcutt, Palmer Lake’s district manager, noted 
that her district would perform its first relining of some 
of its pipes in the fall. Woodmoor District Manager Jessie 
Shaffer stated he had no issues to report.

Facility manager’s report
Burks noted the following individual monthly effluent 
sample readings from the May Control Regulation 85 
nutrients data collection report:
• Ammonia nitrogen – 0.22 milligrams per liter (mg/l)
• Nitrite nitrogen – 0.05 mg/l
• Nitrate nitrogen – 4.05 mg/l
• Total inorganic nitrogen – 4.32 mg/l
• Total Kjeldahl nitrogen – 2.10 mg/l
• Total nitrogen – 6.20 mg/l 
• Total phosphorus was 5.9 mg/l 
Burks also noted the following monthly grab sample 
readings in this April Reg. 85 report for samples taken in 
Monument Creek below the mixing zone for stream and 
effluent flows––where Monument Creek crosses Baptist 
Road: 
• Ammonia nitrogen – 0.13 mg/l
• Nitrite nitrogen – 0.00 mg/l
• Nitrate nitrogen – 0.30 mg/l

• Total inorganic nitrogen – 1.02 mg/l
• Total Kjeldahl nitrogen – 1.50 mg/l
• Total nitrogen – 0.43 mg/l
• Total phosphorus was 1.3 mg/l 
Some of the separate nutrient concentrations Burks noted 
for weekly testing in the May facility discharge monitor-
ing report were: 
• 30-day average for nitrogen ammonia – 0.7 mg/l; no 

permit limit 
• Daily maximum for nitrogen ammonia – 1.4 mg/l; no 

permit limit
• Daily maximum for nitrate – 4.4 mg/l; permit limit is 

23 mg/l 
• Daily maximum for total inorganic nitrogen – 5.5 

mg/l; permit limit is 23 mg/l
Some of the twice-per-month sampling results that Burks 
noted in the April facility discharge monitoring report 
were: 
• 30-day average for sulfate – 33 mg/l; no permit limit
• 30-day average for chloride – 58.5 mg/l; no permit 

limit
• 30-day average concentration for copper – 6.0 µg/l; 

the new permit limit will be 16.0 µg/l, down from 
• Daily maximum concentration for copper – 7.0 µg/l; 

the new permit limit will be 25.0 µg/l
• 30-day average manganese concentration – 43.5 µg/l; 

no permit limit
• 30-day average zinc concentration – 36.5 µg/l; no 

permit limit
• Daily maximum concentration for zinc – 48.0 µg/l; 

no permit limit
• Hydrogen sulfide, lead, selenium, and nonylphenol 

were undetectable
The average flow through the plant was 1.1 million gal-
lons per day.

Burks noted that he prefers to use ferric chloride to 
remove total phosphorus because it’s not as sensitive to 
temperature as alum. 

Burks stated that the Water Quality Control Divi-
sion had started the public comment period for his 
request have Tri-Lakes’ expensive nonylphenol testing 
frequency requirement in the facility’s discharge permit 
reduced from twice per month to once per quarter. All the 
facility’s test results to date have shown that nonylphenol 
is undetectable in Tri-Lakes effluent. 

Burks also noted that he had completed and submit-
ted the facility’s annual application for eligibility for 
annual state grants and loans in 2014 from the Colorado 
Water Resources and Power Development Authority. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:02 a.m.

PRESCOTT�S WAYGU BEEF 
FOR SALE 
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By Jim Kendrick
On July 18, District Manager Kip Petersen advised the 
Donala Water and Sanitation District board that the 
Bureau of Reclamation’s extended delay in starting ne-
gotiations with Donala for a long-term storage contract 
for Donala’s Willow Springs Ranch renewable water in 
Pueblo Reservoir finally has been resolved. “The biggest 
issue that we’ve had is the long-term storage contract with 
the Bureau of Reclamation,” he said. 

Petersen stated that the Colorado Springs Utilities 
(CSU) Southern Delivery System (SDS) representative to 
the bureau, SDS Deputy Program Director Keith Riley, 
has met with bureau staff and discussed the long-term 
agreements and the short-term contracts that Donala and 
CSU already have with each other. Riley has resolved the 
delay by assuring the bureau that CSU is working with 
Donala on a long-term delivery contract. 

Donala’s long-term issue has been which comes first, 
the long-term storage contract with the bureau or the 
long-term delivery contract with CSU. The bureau has 
demanded assurances that there would be a long-term 
service agreement between CSU and Donala for SDS 
transport of Donala’s water before it would even consider 
beginning negotiations with Donala regarding Donala’s 
decreed water storage rights in the Pueblo Reservoir. 

At the request Wayne Vanderschuere, CSU’s general 
manager of Water Services, Petersen contacted hydraulic 
engineer Carly Jerla, the bureau’s representative to Dona-
la, to let her know that Donala now has a one-year CSU 
contract signed by CEO Jerry Forte that runs through the 
end of 2014. Donala Board Chairman Bill George signed 
this contract at this July 18 Donala board meeting. 

The bureau will now start work on an environmen-
tal assessment of Donala’s decreed reservoir storage of 
288 acre-feet that must be completed and approved in 
order for CSU and Donala to sign a long-term service 
agreement, which will be very similar to the annual de-
livery agreements. Vanderschuere remains concerned 
that the bureau will use Donala’s environmental assess-
ment issue to reopen CSU’s already approved reservoir 
storage environmental assessment, which he believes is 
unrelated to Donala’s new storage contract. He asked 
Petersen to also state to the bureau that the two assess-
ments are independent of each other. Petersen added 
that Donala must sign a long-term delivery contract 
with CSU before the SDS system begins drawing water 
out of the Pueblo Reservoir for transport. 

Willow Creek Ranch update
Petersen noted that routine summer maintenance of 
Donala’s equipment at the ranch had been scheduled 
and was proceeding as planned. This is important be-
cause flows were high from the snow melt and Donala 
had been able to use all its monthly adjudicated water 
rights to date. Donala has stored 170 acre-feet of water 
using CSU’s storage rights in the Twin Lakes Reser-
voir through the end of June, up from storage of 111 
acre-feet through June 2012. He also said it looked like 
Donala’s surface water rights would stay in priority in 
July and more water could be stored. 

Petersen also noted that storing Donala’s Willow 
Creek Ranch water in the much closer Twin Lakes 
reservoir avoided the loss of 10 percent of renewable 
water to the evaporation that occurs between Willow 
Creek and the Pueblo Reservoir. Donala’s water can be 
transported from Twin Lakes by other pipelines to the 
CSU water treatment plant without using the pipeline 
that currently transports water from the Pueblo Reser-
voir to the CSU water treatment plant. 

There was a lengthy technical discussion of how 
much additional water would have to be produced for 
irrigation this summer and whether there would be a 
significant reduction caused by restricting irrigation to 
only two days per week. There was also a discussion 
of Donala’s options if CSU shifted back to allowing 
its customers to irrigate three days per week. Under 
Donala’s current service agreement, when CSU cut ir-

rigation back to two days per week, Donala had to imple-
ment the same restriction in order to still be able to buy 
water from CSU. However, when CSU recently increased 
the number of irrigation days to three times per week, 
Donala had the option to continue its Phase 3 restriction. 
Donala’s Phase 3 restriction was still in place at OCN’s 
publication deadline for this edition. 

Financial reports
Betsy Bray of Accounts Payable gave an analysis of the 
performance of the various district budget line items 
for the first half of 2013. Total revenues for the first six 
months were $3 million or about 36.4 percent of the $8.3 
million budgeted for the year. Higher revenues during the 
irrigation season will bring this percentage up rapidly 
as they do every year. Total expenditures through June, 
including capital projects, were $2 million or about 22.4 
percent of the $8.96 million budgeted. 

Petersen noted that several capital projects would 
start soon, including construction of a new water line from 
Struthers Road and Northgate Boulevard ($100,000), de-
sign and construction a new water line, with directional 
boring, through the Gleneagle golf course ($250,000), 
and $3 million in other long-term capital projects. The 
projects now can be reprioritized for completion in the 
next year or two to ensure effective use of the district’s 
$5.3 million of bonds from a loan from the Colorado Wa-
ter Resources and Power Development Authority. 

The financial reports were unanimously accepted as 
presented. 

Operations projects
Petersen reported that the district is having little luck in 
finding a suitable emergency electrical generator due to 
the high demand for such generators in the many areas 
where natural gas exploration is underway. 

Construction of the new Jessie/Struthers/Latrobe 
water pipelines began on July 1 and should be completed 
by mid-August. These new lines will carry Donala’s raw 
Willow Creek Ranch water, which has been transported 
to the interconnection with CSU at Northgate Boulevard 
and Struthers Road, to Donala’s Robert Hull Water Treat-
ment Plant. After all of Donala’s available Willow Creek 
water has been used, Donala can also use these new lines 
to transport additional water purchased directly from 
CSU, if necessary. 

There has been an issue with some starters that op-
erate blowers and mixers at the Upper Monument Creek 
Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility. Replacement 
motors for the mixers have been installed and spare mo-
tors have been ordered. 

**********
On July 19, Gov. John Hickenlooper announced the 
award of $1.08 million in grants to the Tri-Lakes owner 
districts to help pay for planning, design, and construc-
tion of new Tri-Lakes nutrient treatment equipment for 

enhanced removal of total phosphorus and total nitrogen 
from the facility’s effluent. See the article on page 1 for 
more details. 

**********
The next meeting will be held at 10 a.m. Aug. 14 at the at 

the Tri-Lakes facility’s conference room, 16510 Mitchell 
Ave. Meetings are normally held on the second Tuesday 
of the month. Information for these meetings is available 
at 481-4053. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me. 

Donala Water and Sanitation District, July 18

Pueblo Reservoir storage issues resolved 
with help from CSU
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By Jim Kendrick
On July 15, the Monument Board of Trust-
ees had a very light agenda consisting en-
tirely of staff reports. After adjournment, 
the board held a workshop on the town’s 
Capital Improvement Plan. All board 
members were present.

Financial reports
The board unanimously approved seven 
disbursements over $5,000:
• $148,365 to Triview Metropolitan 

District for May sales tax ($141,030), 
June motor vehicle tax ($7,000), and 
June Regional Building Department 
sales tax ($130).

• $22,662 to CIRSA insurance for the 
town’s third-quarter installment of 
workers’ comp insurance.

• $16,643 to CIRSA insurance for the 
town’s third-quarter installment of 
liability insurance. 

• $19,000 to Streetscapes for downtown 
wayfinding signage.

• $19,938 to Well Fargo Equipment Fi-
nance for capital lease payments.

• $168,092 to the Colorado Water Con-
servation Board for the town’s annual 
payment on the Monument Lake dam 
rehabilitation loan.

• $20,185 to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture for a payment for the 
town’s 1997 water enterprise fund 
loan. 

Some of the items Town Treasurer Monica 
Harder noted in her May financial report 
were:
• General fund revenues were more 

than budgeted by 17 percent or 
$260,000. 

• General fund expenditures were 
less than budgeted by 9 percent or 
$145,000.

• General fund net revenues were more 

than budgeted by $127,000. 
• Water fund revenues were less than 

budgeted by 49 percent or $266,000.
• Water fund expenditures were less 

than budgeted by 22.5 percent or 
$108,000.

• Water fund net revenues were more 
than budgeted by $95,000. 

• Total town net funds increased by 
$127,457 to $579,915.

• Total net sales tax revenues through 
May were more than budgeted by 5.2 
percent or $57,000.

Staff reports
Some of the items Director of Develop-
ment Services Tom Kassawara reported 
were:
• A commercial land use permit was 

issued to Sundance Studios, Cipriani 
Loop, for expansion.

• Six new single-family residential land 
use permits were issued during June, 
all in Triview. The total number of 
new single-family residential land 
use permits issued for the year is now 
39, with 29 in Triview.

• He met with Jacobs Engineering to 
discuss sidewalk locations and issues 
with the Downtown Sidewalks proj-
ect. There are some areas of concern 
regarding existing parking within the 
rights-of-way and possible conflicts 
with proposed sidewalk locations. 
Jacobs is studying these areas and 
will provide alternatives to the staff, 
which will ultimately be the topic of 
discussion with the board.

• He met with Mike Wicklund, general 
manager of the Monument Sanitation 
District, and the tenants of the build-
ing owned by the district, to discuss 
the potential transition from diagonal 
parking to parallel parking in front of 

Petersen noted that he attended a 
regional water reuse meeting hosted by 
the Town of Monument that was also at-
tended by representatives from Triview 
Metropolitan District, Woodmoor Water 
and Sanitation District, and consultant 
engineer Roger Sams of GMS Inc. The 
purpose of the meeting was to discuss 
each district’s current water reuse projects 
and discuss any potential for cost savings 
through a joint study regarding a regional 

project that could begin within five years. 
Since August 2010, the district has 

been conducting the Donala Extended 
Water Supply Study, a $220,000 project, 
to consider ways effluent from the plant 
could be captured, extensively treated, 
and mixed in with the district’s water 
supply. The district is looking to reclaim 
about 300 acre-feet per year. Sams gave 
a presentation on this Donala study at the 
Town of Monument meeting. An acre-foot 

is 325,851 gallons. 
In other matters, Petersen and George 

discussed their attendance at the July 
9 Triview Metropolitan District Board 
meeting. They invited members of the 
Triview board to attend Donala’s board 
meetings to become familiar with the 
operations of the Upper Monument Creek 
facility. They discussed the facility’s 2012 
and 2013 budget and the recent rise in the 
plant’s electricity costs due to rate in-
creases made by Mountain View Electric 

Association. 
The board went into executive ses-

sion at 4:04 p.m. to discuss personnel and 
property disposition matters.

**********
The next meeting will be held at 1:30 p.m. 
on Aug. 15 in the district conference room 
at 15850 Holbein Drive. Information: 488-
3603

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees, July 15

Seven disbursements over 
$5,000 approved
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their building.
• He met with Tri-Lakes 

Monument Fire Protection 
District representatives and 
attended a senior lunch 
at the old Town Hall with 
Trustees Rafael Dominguez 
and Becki Tooley, to dis-
cuss the parking and access 
situations in and around the 
Monument Sanitation Dis-
trict building.

• Greg Maggard, engineering 
assistant, has accepted a po-
sition as town administrator 
in Shattuck, Okla. 

• He met with Camille Blake-
ly and Adam Farley from 
Blakely and Co. on June 
27 at Town Hall to discuss 
progress and results to date 
for the town’s Strategic Mar-
keting Plan. 

Some of the items Public Works 
Director Tom Tharnish reported 
were:
• He had a meeting with 

School District 38 con-
cerning the possibility of a 
building a sidewalk or path 
on Monument Hill Road for 
Palmer Ridge High School 
student use with some fund-
ing from a “safe route to 
school” grant. 

• Public Works has taken over 
all the tree maintenance for 
the Second Street tree proj-
ect. The landscape company 
is still responsible for tree 
replacement.

• He held an on-site meeting 
with paving contractors for 
the repaving contract at the 

intersection of Higby Road 
and Jackson Creek Park-
way, which is scheduled 
to be completed before the 
school year begins. Triview 
Metropolitan District will 
not contribute any funding 
for repairs to its half of the 
intersection. The project 
will cost $20,000. 

• Monument water production 
for June was 19.4 million 
gallons, which was 1.8 mil-
lion gallons or 8.5 percent 
less than in June 2012.

Some of the items reported Po-
lice Chief Jake Shirk reported 
were:
• The department deployed 

immediately to the Black 
Forest wildfire to assist with 
evacuations, traffic control, 
interior patrol, and escort-
ing. The department pro-
vided four to eight officers 
per day for nine days for a 
total of 562 man-hours. Ad-
ditional hours were worked 
by other officers to cover the 
department’s duties for the 
town. 

• The Fourth of July parade 
coverage was a success 
with help provided by the 

Colorado Mounted Rangers, 
the El Paso County Sheriff’s 
Office, the Colorado Springs 
Police Department bomb 
squad, and Tri-Lakes Monu-
ment Fire Protection District 
medics. 

Some of the items Town Manager 
Pamela Smith reported were:
• A notice was sent out in 

town water bills that the 
new town website ad-
dress now ends with 
“.org” rather than “.net” – 
www.townofmonument.org

• Kassawara was appointed 
chairman of the Pikes Peak 
Area Council of Govern-
ments’ Transportation Advi-
sory Committee. 

• To date, the town has spent 
$10,000 in support of the 
Black Forest wildfire for 
employee hours and supplies 
and will seek some reim-
bursement from FEMA. 

• The town held a meeting 
on June 28 with staff and 
engineers from the Donala, 
Woodmoor, Forest Lakes, 
and Triview water districts 
to discuss each district’s 
individual plans for imple-
menting water reuse and the 

possible options for partner-
ing in a more cost-effective 
joint project. 

There was a general discussion 
of how nice the new “wayfaring” 
signs are for providing pedestri-
ans and motorists guidance to 
parks and various types of busi-
nesses in the downtown area. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:
40 p.m.

**********
The next meeting will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. on Aug. 5 at Town 
Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. 
Meetings are normally held 
on the first and third Monday 
of the month. Information: 
www.townofmonument.org or 
884-8017.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me.

For all your garage door needs! 
� Springs 
� Repairs 
� New Doors and Openers 
� Barn and Arena Doors 
� Tom Martino�s Referral List 10 Yrs 
� Locally-Owned and Operated 
� BBB Gold Star Member Since 2002 
� Visa, Mastercard, and Discover  

Accepted

CallCall
(719) 602(719) 602--43594359
(303) 646(303) 646--44994499

» ������������
» ���������������
» �������������
» �����������
» ��������������

» �������������������
» �����������������
» �������������������
» �����������������
» ��������������

RM-7325A

Call for a FREE ESTIMATE

(719) 258-7120
�

SERVICES PROVIDED:

  Licensed & Insured  •  www.WillisTimberWorks.com

����������������������������������������
�������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������

Monument Planning 
Commission, July 12

Changes in 
cell phone 
tower laws 
approved

By Kate Wetterer
On July 12, the Monument Plan-
ning Commission recommended 
approval of all the proposed code 
changes dealing with the appear-
ance and safety of cell phone 
towers. 

Some of the changes to 
Monument Municipal Code Sec-
tion 17.64 will allow fences up 
to eight feet tall around wireless 
telecommunications equipment 
to act as safety shields for the 
machinery. Larger fences are 
now required because equip-
ment has been getting bigger. 
The changes also specify a list 
of approved plants to be used for 
all landscaping around ground-
based equipment. 

The Planning Commission 
also agreed that Monument 
should add a standard abandon-
ment clause to its code, in keep-
ing with those already effective 
in other areas. This clause 
would state that any wireless 
telecommunications service fa-

Colorado Springs fastest rising swim team!
(719) 649-1606

peakswim@gmail.com 
www.peakswimteamco.com 
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High Performance Swim Team 
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By Jim Adams
On July 2, Palmer Lake Town Council 
trustees discussed the upcoming deadline 
to determine the town’s policy on recre-
ational marijuana sales, heard about the 
Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department’s 
role in fighting the Black Forest Fire, and 
approved new business and liquor licens-
es. Audience members talked about the 
Awake the Lake project and questioned 
watering restrictions.

Town Attorney Larry Gaddis and 
Clerk Tara Berreth said the town must opt 
in or out of local retail sales of recreational 
marijuana by Oct. 1. The town would lose 
any capacity to receive tax revenues from 
the sale of recreational marijuana if it opts 
out. Current dispensaries are first in line 
to begin retail sales if they so choose, 
since the separate medical marijuana reg-
ulations are already in place and are very 
similar to new recreational regulations. 

They said a town Marijuana Advisory 
Committee was needed to recommend 
a decision to the Town Council. As of 
July 2, only three volunteers had applied 
for membership on the committee. (See a 
report on the committee on page 18.)

Awake the Lake
Jeff Hulsmann of the Awake the Lake 
Committee said a benefit in June raised 
$4,500 for the lake. Four more concerts 
are scheduled. Awake-Palmer-Lake T-
shirts and tickets for concerts are for sale 
at Palmer Lake restaurants and online at 
www.awakepalmerlake.com and on Face-
book at Awake Palmer Lake.

Rick Pace of the Parks Commit-
tee said a Colorado Opportunity Grant 
(COGO) deadline for requesting lake 
funds was missed. Subsequent com-
munications with COGO have helped in 
rephrasing the grant to emphasize that the 
lake is dry, possibly increasing the town’s 
chances of receiving state help. A new 
grant application was being processed. 

Liquor licenses
The Palmer Lake Liquor Licensing Au-
thority and Medical Marijuana Author-
ity unanimously approved a request for a 
transfer of a liquor license for the Palmer 
Lake Country Store at 56A Highway 105 
to new owner Darmi Coon. 

The Liquor Authority also unani-
mously approved a set of boundaries to be 
used for a survey of the area surrounding a 
new restaurant that seeks a liquor license. 
Owner Steve Rice seeks to establish a 
full service restaurant at the Illumination 
Point building at 630 Highway 105. 

Two new business licenses 
approved

The council unanimously approved new 
business licenses for the new owner of the 
Palmer Lake Country Store, Darmi Coon, 
and for Trinity Mechanical, a mobile ap-
pliance repair service that will operate 
from Palmer Lake. 

cility found abandoned for more than six 
months must be removed by the owner of 
the property or by the town at the owner’s 
expense. Only two wireless telecommuni-
cation towers currently exist in town, one 
off North Washington Street and the other 
at the northeast corner of I-25 and Baptist 
Road. The abandonment clause is meant 
to provide a procedure in case things fall 
into disrepair or the town receives com-
plaints, rather than an alteration meant to 
address a current problem. 

The single change to Regency Park 
Zoning and Development Standards Sec-
tion 17.43 also has to do with wireless tele-

communications services. Up until this 
point, no wireless telecommunications 
towers have been allowed in Regency 
Park, because the technology didn’t exist 
when the zone was first mapped out. Now, 
citizens have occasionally lamented the 
poor reception in the area, and this, among 
other reasons, inspires change. 

Towers still won’t be permitted in 
residential areas, but the Planning Com-
mission agreed that they should be al-
lowed on a conditional basis in three of 
Regency Park’s zone districts: the planned 
commercial development, planned indus-
trial development and planned multi-use 

development areas. The goal would be 
to keep the towers as well hidden as pos-
sible, hopefully with other cell towers but 
potentially built into the side of walls to 
look like rocks, disguised as flag poles/
light poles, or built off of buildings. As a 
last resort, more towers might be built, but 
only if none of the stealth-tower options 
work out. The tower is not meant to be 
noticeable. 

A few small alterations were made to 
the wording of these proposals in prepara-
tion to take them to the Board of Trustees, 

largely for the sake of clarity. All altera-
tions passed unanimously, and are now 
headed for further voting. 

**********
The next Planning Commission meeting 
is set to be held on Aug. 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
in Monument Town Hall. Meetings are 
normally held on the second Wednesday 
of the month. Information: 884-8017 or 
www.townofmonument.org/meetings

Kate Wetterer can be reached at 
katewetterer@ocn.me.

FREE Initial Consultation
Call for appointment

trilakesdivorcelawyer.com

Custom Modern Home 
with Garages for 8 Cars!

810 Lancers Ct. E., King�s Deer 
5 bd. 4 ba. 4,813 sq. ft. Granite counter-
tops, coffered ceilings, custom faux  paint, 
vaulted ceilings, large kitchen-size wet bar, 
ceiling fans, custom lighting, air condition-
ing, two furnaces, two water heaters, river 
rock creek landscaping, circular asphalt 
driveway, built-in entertainment center 
and shelves, office or 6th bedroom, home 
gym, two 4-car garages. $625,000.

Ilanit Bennaim 
(719) 325-6979 
ilanit@kw.com 
BuyAndSellWithIlanit.com

Keller 
Williams 
Clients 
Choice 
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��������� �����

��������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������

�������
Here is a copy of your ad as it will appear in the RSVP Postcard Mailer. Please check all spelling, punctuation, phone 
numbers, addresses, web addresses, etc. RSVP is not responsible for typographic errors or incorrect information after
proof has been approved. Print  corrections directly on proof in DARK ink and return by fax to (303) 936-4115.

Front
Back

����������������������������������������������������

�����������

�����
�����������
�����������������
��������������������
��� �����������

�������

Deck Care
&

Maintenance

�������

������������
��� ���� �������������������������� �������������������

� ��������������������������������������������

������������
��������������������������������

���������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������
������������������������������������

�������������������������

����
������

�����������
�����������

�
���

Professional Deck Restoration  
Sanding, Staining and Sealing, Repair 

Since 1999. Free Estimates.

www.Bordersdeckcare.com or bordersdeck@hotmail.com

  7.925 %
YTM*

Yield to Maturity due 8/1/2016

Arch Coal Inc. Senior Note
• Callable
• Rated B- by Standard and Poors
• Interest paid semi-annually

*Yield effective as of 7/25/2013, subject to availability and price 
change. Yield and market value will fluctuate if sold prior to maturity.

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC

Palmer Lake Liquor Licensing and Medical Marijuana Authority 
and Combined Workshop and Town Council Meeting, July 2

Committee will advise council 
on marijuana issue
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Committee reports
Parks and Recreation Trustee Mike 
Patrizi reported that the town’s 
crew had cleaned the library area, 
replaced split-rail fencing at a 
trail head parking lot, repaired 
barbecue equipment at the lake, 
mowed the town area near the lake, 
and planted 14 trees donated from 
Home Depot. Credit was given to 
the Cusack and Bolko families for 
work on Columbine Park.

The crew working on fire 
mitigation in Glen Park, was given 
food and beverages, and poison ivy 
soap, from many local supporting 
businesses and individuals. 

Fire Trustee Rich Kuehster 
reported 29 calls in May and 60 
calls in June. Five new volunteers 
finished the fire academy and three 
attended classes on wildland fire-
fighting. On June 11, the Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department 
was dispatched for 24 hours to 
work directly on the Black Forest 
Fire. After that, the department 
was the first responder for all local 
calls in Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District and Wescott 
Fire Protection District. A few 
repairs were completed to fire 
trucks.

A trustee position remains 
open on the Town Council.

During the public input ses-
sion, thanks were given to local 
Eagle Scout James Patrick, whose 
project was the rehabilitation of 
the Gazebo in Town Park. 

Public comments
Local resident Barbara Downing 
approached the Town Council for 
a special permit to water some 
areas that had recently been hy-
dro-seeded. The areas required 
watering twice daily each day 
for four or five weeks. The Town 
Council denied the request. At-
torney Gaddis pointed out that it 
would require an amendment to 
the less than two-month-old or-
dinance. Downing was informed 
that she could water by hand or by 
bucket, but that irrigation systems 
and lawn sprinklers were limited 
to current regulations.

The meeting adjourned at 7 p.m.
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By Jim Adams
This spring, Palmer Lake Town Clerk Tara Berreth sent 
out a notice that volunteers were needed for a committee 
to look at the recreational marijuana choices that the town 
faces concerning whether or not to allow recreational 
marijuana retail sales. As of the July 2 Town Council 
meeting, there were only three applicants for the commit-
tee. At that meeting it was revealed that the town has until 
Oct. 1 to declare its intentions to the state to opt in or out, 
or to put a moratorium into place.

On July 22, Berreth emailed an announcement of a 
Marijuana Advisory Committee meeting scheduled for 
the next day.

More than 20 local residents and business persons 
attended the July 23 meeting. Mayor Nikki McDonald, 
Trustee Shana Ball, Trustee Michael Maddox, and Ber-
reth were present representing Town Council and Town 
Hall staff. Berreth noted that she had recently attended a 
state roundtable and other functions intended to help local 
governing bodies deal with Amendment 64, which legal-
ized recreational marijuana sales in the state. There were 
many verbal challenges from those in attendance during 
her presentation. 

Berreth stated that Palmer Lake can opt out, like many 
surrounding areas already have. She said she preferred an 
immediate opt out. Barring that, the following options 
were presented as acceptable to Berreth. The town could 
place a moratorium on recreational sales for a year with 
one of three options. Option 1 is to let the Town Council 
decide whether or not to put it on the ballot in April 2014 
and let voters decide if they want retail recreational sales. 
Option 2 would be to let the Town Council decide the is-
sue directly. Option 3 would be to create a committee to 
advise the Town Council, provide for 30 days of public 
notice of the meeting time and date for the Town Council 
agenda item, and establish any separate forum for public 
commentary on the issue before the public hearing and 
vote by the Town Council.

The option to opt in on retail recreational marijuana 
sales was dismissed. Berreth stated that this choice would 
be “impossible” relative to state-required timelines, un-
reliable as to whether it would predictably generate any 
sales taxes revenue, and could possibly lead directly to 
having an unregulated and untaxed pot shop on every 
corner, near every school, and in neighborhoods. 

Berreth stated she would force the various mora-
torium options so that the option to form a committee 
would be addressed by the council before the Oct. 1 
deadline. Berreth also said that she would push to opt out 
on recreational marijuana sales if no action were taken by 
the council or a committee. She said medical marijuana 
dispensaries are diffi cult and time-consuming to monitor, 
and they have brought little to town coffers relative to the 
problems they cause Town Hall.

Berreth said that the town only receives a 1.5 percent 
sales tax from medical marijuana sales. A local medical 
marijuana dispensary owner stated that he was paying 
far more than 1.5 percent in taxes at his own dispensary, 
more than the town was receiving and more than the total 
revenue that the town claims to have received from the 
two existing medical marijuana dispensaries that are al-
ready licensed in Palmer Lake. Berreth said the town had 
received less than $10,000 in medical marijuana sales tax 
revenue from these two separate businesses.

Some people signed up to join the committee. Ber-
reth said she would select seven members from the list of 
volunteers based on geographical distribution and notify 
them of their selection. 

The citizens’ arguments regarding whether the town 
should opt in or opt out were heated. Some wondered 
whether or not such a committee was actually needed, 
or even, by the end of the meeting, whether it would 
actually be assembled at all. Making the choice a ballot 
question appeared to be something many people had not 
considered as a possible option when Amendment 64 was 
approved. 

Numerous issues were raised, including: 
• That town citizens had spoken in November by vot-

ing for recreational marijuana possession, and that an 
opt-in was clearly mandated by the will of the vot-
ers.

• That even though the citizens voted for legalization, 
they possibly didn’t vote for recreational retail sales.

• That the town stands to reap a windfall profi t from 
sales taxes as the only local town to allow retail 
sales.

• That the town would become the laughing stock for 
legalizing retail sales.

• That property values would fall.
• That recreational users should be content with asking 

their medical marijuana card holders to break the law 
and obtain marijuana for them.

• That it is hypocritical to sell large quantities of alco-
hol for profi t tax revenues in public and not allow for 
recreational marijuana sales at the retail level.

• That surrounding areas had legislated-in the perpetu-
ation of black-market marijuana sales by default, by 
opting out.

• That many areas in the South and in Texas have dry 
counties (counties without liquor sales), and it’s no 
big deal down there. 

• That it is already OK to set up shop for retail sales 
and the town is not following Amendment 64. 

• That the town should allow Palmer Lake Wellness 
Center to open as a retail vendor because it already 
has two separate store fronts for separate sales of 
medical and recreational marijuana, and easy access 
from I-25, which does not take traffi c through town.

• That the Green Mountain Falls Town Council faces a 
possible recall election for opting out.

**********
There was no announcement of further meetings of the 
committee.

Jim Adams can be reached at jimadams@ocn.me.

**********
The next meeting will be on Aug. 8 at 6 p.m. in Town 

Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Meetings are normally held 
on the second Thursday of the month. Information: 481-

2953.
Jim Adams can be reached at jimadams@ocn.me.

By Lisa Hatfi eld
At the July 13 meeting of the Northern El Paso County 
Coalition of Community Associations (NEPCO), home-
owners association (HOA) attorney Lenard Rioth updated 
HOA representatives on current legislation that will add 
expenses to HOAs, and members discussed ways to col-
laborate in fuels mitigation against wildfi res.

Rioth explained new laws that will increase costs for 
HOAs:
• Records Statute for Colorado Common Interest Own-

ership Act (CCIOA) HOAs (HB 12-1237) delineates 
what records and emails must be retained for possible 
inspection and what information cannot be disclosed 
by HOAs. 

• Assessments Collection Statutes for CCIOA HOAs 
(HB13-1276) control what documentation and notic-
es HOAs must provide residents during assessment 
collection.

• The new HOA information offi cer (HB13-1134) 

will report to the state Legislature in December on 
what his own powers and fees will be. All HOAs not 
subject to CCIOA must register with this offi ce. The 
offi cer will also hopefully be notifying HOAs and 
associations registered with him about the new laws 
and their ramifi cations for HOAs, but so far he has 
not done so. 

• HOA managers now have to be licensed and fulfi ll 
other new requirements (HB13-1277).

• Many laws on the books regarding HOAs are being 
written with imprecise terminology, making it hard 
for HOAs to understand what is legally required by 
each law.

• Turf Grass/Landscaping Law for HOAs (SB13-183) 
prohibits HOAs from enforcing covenants which 
limit xeriscaping, but it is written in a way that is 
hard to enforce.

• Electric Vehicle Charging System (SB13-126) may 
not prohibit an owner from installing such a system.

Rioth said, “The road to doom is paved with good in-
tentions.… It’s very likely that the next legislative ses-
sion will be even more regulatory.Wildfi re mitigation 
legislation will come along, probably.” He said there 
may be some legal issues raised by wildfi re mitigation 
concerns, such as imposing state standards on materials 
used in rebuilding homes or on performing mitigation 
after wildfi res.

The Council of Neighborhoods and Associations 
might represent HOAs in the state Legislature. “NEP-
CO could combine with that and help out. Get involved 
in the legislative process. It will affect your lives and 
your bottom line,” Rioth said.

Some of the comments by Woodmoor Improve-
ment Association (WIA) President Jim Hale about 
wildfi re mitigation were:
• It’s not in any of (WIA’s) governing documents to go 

in and tell people to clear their lots.
• It may have to move up to the county or state level to 

come up with a requirement for mitigation.
• A lot of people are doing fuels mitigation, but it’s a 

problem to get rid of the slash piles.
• We need to get more people to understand how to do 

their own wildfi re mitigation. 
• We need to work as an entire Tri-Lakes community 

and do mitigation as a team.
• We need to engage the county. It cost about $12 mil-

lion to fi ght the Black Forest Fire. What if we could 
take a couple million and put it toward mitigation ef-
forts before there’s another fi re? 

• Integrity Roofi ng is trying to organize volunteers 
through local churches to help people who can’t af-
ford to do their own mitigation. 

• Waste Management sells Bagsters at Home Depot 
that will hold several thousand pounds of slash, and it 
will haul it away for a fee. 

Some audience comments about mitigation:
• Some people still think wildfi re won’t happen to 

them.
• Do real estate companies encourage fuel mitigation 

on properties that are for sale? 
• Property owners living in wildland-urban interface 

areas covered by a Community Wildfi re Protection 
Plan (CWPP) can deduct 50 percent of the cost of 
wildfi re fuels mitigation from their reported federal 
income up to an amount of $2,500 (HB13-1012).

• For resources about defensible space, see 
www.ocn.me/ and search “wildfi re,” or http:
//www.tri-lakesfi re.com/ReadySetGo.php or http:
//www.wescottfi re.org/wildfi re-ready-set-go.

**********
NEPCO’s mission is to promote communication and in-
teraction among HOAs and residential areas in northern 
El Paso County. NEPCO currently has about 32 HOA 
members representing about 7,000 homes, and it hopes 
for more of the smaller HOAs to become members.

The next NEPCO meeting will be held at 10 a.m. 

NEPCO, July 13

New laws expected to increase HOA costs

Support Our 
Community!

Shop Tri-Lakes.

Palmer Lake debates recreational marijuana options
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By Harriet Halbig
The board of the Woodmoor Improvement Association 
(WIA) continued its discussion of community action on 
fire mitigation at its July 24 meeting.

Forestry Director Eric Gross reported that the associ-
ation’s FireWise Community Day in late June was a great 
success and generated many requests for fire mitigation 
lot evaluations. At the time of the meeting, 66 evaluations 
had yet to be carried out. Gross said that the committee 
is no longer accepting applications for grant money to aid 
in funding mitigation, because all available funds have 
been distributed. The committee will continue to seek 
additional funding.

Gross said a record amount of fuel reduction had 
taken place in Woodmoor this summer, and a number of 
homeowners have requested help in disposing of slash.

The board voted to have the Forestry Committee seek 
bids for a second chipping day or a drop-off site for slash 
in the vicinity.

Changing rules for HOAs
Vice President Kirstin Reimann, speaking for President 
Jim Hale, reported that Hale had attended the recent meet-
ing of the Northern El Paso County Coalition of Com-
munity Associations (NEPCO) and learned that some 
state rules for associations have changed. Homeowners 
associations (HOAs) may no longer require members to 
maintain turf grass, and xeriscaping is now encouraged. 
(See the NEPCO article on the facing page).

HOA Manager Matt Beseau said that state law 
will require additional certification for HOA managers 
beginning next year and that he will need to take an ad-
ditional class to qualify. Certification requirements vary 
depending on whether the manager is a professional or 
volunteer.

Hale also met with Assistant Superintendent Cheryl 
Wangeman of the Lewis-Palmer School District. Wange-
man said the district plans to do fire mitigation in the area 
immediately east of Lewis-Palmer Elementary School 
and high school students may aid in the effort. Wange-
man also offered to work with Woodmoor Public Safety 
to ease the traffic near the middle school.

Beseau reported that the final printed newsletter was 
ready to print. The board approved funding the mailing 
and printing cost. The board also approved the lease of a 
new copy machine that also serves as a scanner and pro-
vides digital backup capability. The cost will be similar to 
that of the current machine.

Beseau said that state law will require additional 
certification for HOA managers beginning next year and 
that he will need to take an additional class to qualify. 
Certification requirements vary depending on whether 
the manager is a professional or volunteer.

Beseau said that talks with developer La Plata con-
tinue. The area under discussion is The Dunes, just north 
of the fire station on Woodmoor Drive. No plans have yet 
been submitted.

Treasurer Tom Schoemaker reported that the associa-

tion is still 5.5 percent under budget for the year and that 
a new attorney, Lenard Rioth, has been appointed. Rioth 
has done work for the organization in the past.

Woodmoor Public Safety Chief Kevin Nielsen re-
ported that there was only one report of illegal fireworks 
on July 4. Bear sightings have slowed.

Architectural Control Director Darren Rouse re-
ported that 46 projects were submitted to the committee 
in June. Primary among these were deck projects, fences, 
and painting. Rouse said that copies of the new Project 
Design Standards Manual were being printed for the 

Sept. 14 at the Monument Town Hall and Police Building, 
645 Beacon Lite Road at Highway 105. County Engineer 
André Brackin has been invited to speak about transpor-
tation issues.

For more information on NEPCO or for details on 
Rioth’s presentation, visit www.nepco.org or call Bob 
Swedenburg at 481-2723.
Lisa Hatfield can be contacted at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, July 24

Fire mitigation efforts continue

1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25  
off Highway 105 & Knollwood. 

(719) 487-8660

Spice It Up!
Are you ready to update your look? 

I specialize in the latest razored, 
texturized cuts and color trends 

Arlene Nelson

R. Peterson Construction, LLCR. Peterson Construction, LLC
Licensed and Insured 

�Specializing in New Construction� 

Richard Peterson, General Contractor 
(719) 481-1868 

petersonconstruction@yahoo.com
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� Detached Garages 
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Décor by Diane
Interior Painting 

No job too small. Over 30 years experience. 
(719) 488-0817

Above: HOA attorney Lenard Rioth informed HOA representatives about how state legislation will affect 
HOAs and their expenses at the July 13 NEPCO meeting. Photo by John Heiser.
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13792 Gleneagle Dr 
Colorado Springs, 

CO 80132
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Carpet, Tile, Hardwood (we also install & Refinish 
Hardwood Floors), Window Coverings. 
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Guidelines for letters to the editor are on page 31.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even if the letter writer is an OCN volunteer. 

Vehicle limit difficult after fire
Dear Woodmoor neighbors, 
Our son’s house burned down in the Black Forest Fire. 
They have been living with us ever since in Woodmoor. 
A few days before July 10 we received an email from the 
Woodmoor Improvement Association (WIA) saying that 
all fire-related excess vehicles must be moved. The fam-
ily had two vehicles which we were able to save through a 
wall of flame. My son’s work truck burned. He has since 
replaced his work truck. 

The president of WIA, Jim Hale, told me we violated 
Woodmoor’s covenants by having the children’s three 
vehicles parked on our property. He said, “We asked 
for the vehicle info … so we can respond to complaints 
which we’ll surely get from the number of vehicles in 
your driveway.” And, “The Woodmoor documents have 
been in place for over 40 years.”

We have only two neighbors that can even see these 
three vehicles parked near our garage. Honestly, I doubt 
that they even care. But, if you are offended, please come 
and talk to us. I have posted the covenant violation notice 
with its two conditions to qualify for a six-month waiver 
at the front door so that everyone can see that we reported 

ourselves. Finally, I fully agree with the covenants on 
how many vehicles should be parked on a property. How-
ever, sometimes life throws situations that require special 
circumstances, and we should revise WIA covenants to 
meet the needs of the current community. 
Estelle Remington
Editor’s note: To help people who were temporarily dis-
placed by the Black Forest Fire, the WIA suspended vio-
lations on excess vehicles until July 10, when people were 
asked to make other arrangements. WIA Board President 
Jim Hale said in a phone call on July 22, “We acted on 
(this situation) right away at the covenant hearing on July 
10 and granted her request for a six-month waiver for ex-
cess vehicles. (Remington) did not attend the meeting and 
was notified of this approval via board decision letter.”

Vote for the school district’s mill levy 
override

Before voluntarily parting with funds, we have to see a 
real need. Is there one?

First, the Lewis-Palmer School District has histori-
cally performed very well in educating our kids. Our stu-
dents have consistently earned very high ratings under the 
CSAP and the TCAP testing programs. 

Secondly, LPSD has consistently achieved the rating 
of Accredited with Distinction. Undoubtedly the good 
performance contributes to maintaining relatively high 
real estate values.

By Bill Kappel
Lots of much-needed moisture accumulated during July 
as the Southwest monsoon season was very active over 
several periods. This led to above-normal amounts of 
rainfall and slightly below-normal temperatures. 

Typical weather conditions were in control of our 
region during the first week of July. Each day started off 
quiet, with mostly sunny skies and with clouds building 
by late morning. Scattered areas of thunderstorms de-
veloped each day from the 3rd through the 7th. The first 
couple of days of this period saw very little rain reach the 
ground because low levels of the atmosphere were still 
very dry. However, early signs of the North American 
monsoon and its moisture continued to stream into the re-
gion and helped to prime the pump. This allowed areas of 
heavy rain to occur in thunderstorms over the next couple 
of days, with some areas picking up a quick half-inch or 
more of rainfall. Temperatures each afternoon reached to 
normal and slightly above normal levels, hitting the mid- 
to upper 80s each day. 

The North American monsoon pattern continued 
to affect the region, sending several plumes of moisture 
into the area from the southwest. Thunderstorms devel-

oped on several afternoons as is typical, but because the 
moisture available in the overall atmospheric column was 
high, heavy rain accumulated quickly in many areas. The 
heaviest rains fell on the 10th, 13th, and 14th. The high 
levels of moisture were also evidenced by the muggy con-
ditions experienced at times. This was especially the case 
on Saturday the 12th and Sunday the 13th, as conditions 
felt more like the Midwest than the Palmer Divide. 

Temperatures remained warm, with highs reaching 
into the mid- and upper 80s each day before the clouds 
and showers developed. The hit or miss heavy rainfalls 
meant some areas of the region received large amounts of 
rainfall while others saw significantly less. Most of us did 
accumulate 1-2 inches of rainfall, with some areas get-
ting 3-4 inches. Unfortunately, some of this rain fell with 
extreme intensities, which leads to flash flooding in the 
highly susceptible areas of the Black Forest burn scars. In 
these areas that burned last month, it takes far less rainfall 
to cause flash flooding and overland flow. This occurred a 
couple times during the week and was most pronounced 
around Shoup Road on Sunday early evening when 1-2 
inches fell in less than an hour. This will continue to be 
a problem for several years whenever heavy rains occur 
over the burned regions.

The middle of the month saw a variety of weather 
conditions. Cool and cloudy weather, with light rain and 
drizzle at times, started the week of the 15th. Highs man-
aged to reach the upper 60s late that afternoon after being 
stuck in the 50s most of the day, as some clearing late in 
the day allowed temperatures to try and warm up. This 
was about 15-20 degrees cooler than average. Clear skies 
returned for the next two days, but temperatures were 
slow to warm, only reaching the low 70s on the 16th and 
upper 70s on the 17th. This made for some very pleasant 
afternoons during what is on average our warmest period 
of the year. 

Temperatures started to warm up over the next few 
days, reaching the 80s and low 90s from the 18th through 
the 21st. However, only isolated thunderstorms developed 
each day, with most of us missing out on heavy rain. The 
exception was over the weekend, when a couple of the 
thunderstorms dropped some brief heavy rain over a few 
spots in the region. This was most prevalent on the south-
east side of Black Forest on the 20th and central areas on 
the 21st.

The week of the 22nd started off quiet and warm, 
with highs reaching the upper 80s to low 90s on the 22nd 

and 23rd. This is to be expected, however, because this 
is on average our warmest week of the entire year. The 
heat was short-lived as clouds and moisture spread over 
the region on a strong southwesterly flow. This combined 
with cooler, low-level air moving in from the northeast. 
This pattern set up almost daily occurrences of rain and 
thunderstorms across the area. As usual in this type of 
pattern, some areas were big winners one day, while oth-
ers saw the most rain the next. For the week as whole, 
most of us picked up a nice soaking of moisture, generally 
2-3 inches. Even more beneficial, there were several days 
when the low clouds and fog, which produced a nice light, 
soaking rain, kept temperatures in the 60s.

Thunderstorms and areas of rain continued to affect 
the region off and on through the rest of the month. These 
high levels of moisture and areas of clouds helped to hold 
temperatures at or slightly below average over the last few 
days of the month. 

A look ahead
August is the last true "summer" month for the region. We 
are often greeted with sunny, pleasant mornings that turn 
into afternoon and early evening thunderstorms. Highs 
during the month range from the mid-80s at the begin-
ning of the month to mid-70s at the end. Temperatures 
at night get more comfortable as well, often dipping into 
the 40s. 

July 2013 Weather Statistics
Average High   81.8° (-0.8°)

100-year return frequency value max 87.6° min 75.3°
Average Low   50.9° (+0.2°)

100-year return frequency value max 56.2° min 46.9°
Highest Temperature 90°F on the 21st, 23rd 
Lowest Temperature 44°F on the 1st 
Monthly Precipitation 3.51" 

(+0.37" 10% above normal)
100-year return frequency value max 6.03" min 0.98"

Monthly Snowfall 0.0" 
Season to Date Snow  0.0" 

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip  3.51" 

(+0.37" 10% above normal) 
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)

Heating Degree Days 32 (+3)
Cooling Degree Days 75 (-16)

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. 
He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

board’s review. He said he hopes to have the document 
available for homeowner review by the end of August. 
Rouse thanked Gross for his input regarding fire mitiga-
tion materials and practices in new and improved con-
struction.

Common Areas Director W. Lee Murray reported 

that planting in front of the Barn is complete, as is mow-
ing in common areas. The wild duck pond has been 
stocked with trout and minnows. Fishing is catch and 
release only, and only for residents.

**********
The board of the Woodmoor Improvement Association 

meets at 7 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of each month 
at the association’s Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Drive, Monu-
ment. The next meeting will be on Aug. 28.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

TREE MAN 
Tree Service & Fire Prevention

We are a local 
professional tree 
service offering 
quality work at 

affordable prices. 

� We do all types of 
tree work any time 
of year: Removal, 
thinning, trimming, 
chipping. 

� Spring discounts

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

HayCo L.L.C.
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Specializing in Excellent 
Quality Horse Hay. 

We Deliver • 719-339-3525
 Now accepting

For All Your Livestock 
and Reclamation Needs!

HayCo L.L.C.
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Specializing in Excellent 
Quality Horse Hay. 

We Deliver • 719-339-3525
www.hayco.us • Licensed & Bonded

HayCo L.L.C.
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Specializing in Excellent 
Quality Horse Hay. 

We Deliver • 719-339-3525

July Weather Wrap

Weddings with 
Grace 

Officiating Simple and 
Sacred Ceremonies 

Since 1975 

719.440.8177
gracelegacy@msn.com

Letters to Our Community
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By the staff at Covered Treasures
Put the right book in the hands of a child, and magic 
happens. With the beginning of school just around the 
corner, developing a love of reading becomes especially 
important. Following are suggestions for all ages, from 
pre-school to teens. 

Tea Rex
By Molly Idle 
(Penguin Put-
nam) $16.99
When Cordelia 
invites a very 
special guest to 
tea, she feels 
it’s important 
to follow the 
r u l e s — l i k e 
providing com-
fortable chairs, 
good conver-
sation, and 
yummy food. 
But that can 
be a real chal-
lenge for special 
guests when 
their manners are more Cretaceous than gracious. Intro-
ducing Tea Rex, a guest that just about any child would 
love to have to tea. 

123 versus ABC
By Mike Boldt (Harper Collins) $17.99
 Numbers and Letters both want to be the stars of this 
book. And when one alligator, two bears, and three cars 
(1, 2, 3! A, B, C!) show up, the havoc that ensues is as 
joyous a romp as a counting book, or an ABC book, has 
ever been. With vivid illustrations, this fresh and funny 
picture book plays with numbers and letters in a most 
imaginative way.

Everyone Can Learn to Ride a Bicycle 
By Chris Raschka (Random House) $16.99 
This simple picture book gives delightful step-by-step di-
rections for mastering an exciting new skill. With touch-

ing illustrations, Raschka includes the falls as well as the 
successes and encourages children to try again and again 
to master something they’ll never forget.

The Dark
By Lemony Snicket (Little Brown and Co.) $16.99
Laszlo is afraid of the dark. The dark is not afraid of Lasz-
lo. Lazlo lives in a big house with a creaky roof. The dark 
lives in the basement. One night, the dark comes upstairs 
to Laszlo’s room, and Laszlo goes down to the basement. 
This story of how Laszlo stops being afraid of the dark 
will resonate with many children, and they will love the 
clever black illustrations, the fl ashlight, and Lazlo’s con-
versations with “the dark.” 

Escape From Mr. Lemoncello’s Library
By Chris Grabenstein (Random House) $16.99
Among books for middle readers, Grabenstein offers a 
thrilling puzzler in his latest laugh-fi lled tale. When Kyle 
Keeley learns that the world’s most famous game maker 
has designed the town’s new library and is having an in-
vitation-only lock-in on the fi rst night, he’s determined to 
be there. What he doesn’t realize is that getting in is the 
easy part. Getting out is going to take more than a good 
roll of the dice, a lucky card, and some smarts. 

The Watcher in the Shadows
By Carlos Ruiz Zafon (Little Brown and Co.) $18
Fourteen-year-old Irene’s family has just moved to the 
estate of a reclusive toymaker and inventor on the foggy 
coast of Normandy. Irene is intrigued by the local ghost 
stories, but when a young girl is murdered, she wonders 
if there’s more to the stories than the townspeople let on. 
Thus begins the most terrifying summer of Irene’s life in 
this thriller with an eerie atmosphere and heart-stopping 
suspense.

Navigating Early
By Clare Vanderpool (Random House) $16.99
When Jack Baker is suddenly uprooted from his home in 
Kansas and placed in a boarding school in Maine, he is 
befriended by Early, a boy who questions the truth about 
the great Appalachian bear and other legends everyone 
else accepts. When the two of them set out on a quest for 
the great black bear, they meet some truly strange charac-

Third, the district has tightened its belt in recent 
years, cutting $11 million out of its operating budget. 
LPSD has cut its teaching and administrative support 
workforce extensively. The question becomes: Can we 
see any harm done by those cuts? 

Our recent testing performance causes me to worry. 
Our TCAP scores are falling and we are trending toward 
losing our Accredited with Distinction status. The middle 
school causes me the greatest concern, as this is where 
our kids have the highest student-teacher ratio. Their 
predecessors were educated in better funded elementary 
and middle schools with smaller class sizes. Until we get 
back on track with optimal staffi ng levels, specialists, and 
appropriate class sizes, our performance may continue to 
decline. 

All this is occurring while China, India, Russia, and 
Brazil have joined Japan in competing stronger than ever 
with our domestic manufacturing, service and technology 
businesses. So I wonder: Are we setting our kids up for 
the fi ght for their economic lives by lowering our educa-
tion performance?

I have seen enough. It’s time to reach into our pock-
ets and help our school district get back on track. Lewis-
Palmer doesn’t need the full $11 million annually that it 
cut, but it needs some of it, and very soon. Thank you for 
considering our future.
Chris Amenson

Burglary mars store’s anniversary
“Happy Birthday! We’re so glad you’re here!”

Variations on that greeting rang through Covered 
Treasures during the month of July. Customers old and 
new celebrated our 20th anniversary with us: We partied, 
we reminisced, we laughed, and we shed a few tears.

Then, this past Sunday, the “happy” was taken from 
us.

Paula came to the store about 2 to pick up books that 
had been dropped off for the Black Forest Fire victims. 
She was greeted with open doors to the Chapala building 
and the bookstore. She called out to me, thinking that I 
was in the store, but when she noticed that the lights were 
not on and saw the scissors lying on the fl oor, she realized 
something was not right and quickly called 911, then me.

For the next three hours we talked with the police 
and other building tenants and owners, gradually com-
ing to terms with what had happened. The cash drawer 
was taken as well as the business checkbook and our iPad 
Mini for processing charge sales. Heartbreakingly, the 
bank envelope containing cash donations intended for 
books for the Black Forest Fire victims was also taken—
over $700—generously given by members of our caring 
community for children who had lost their favorite books 
along with their homes. 

We were in shock. But it was not until I glanced over 
my shoulder to check the time for the police report I was 
fi lling out that I noticed that the clock was gone. That did 
it—the tears began to fl ow. It wasn’t an antique and not 
particularly valuable, just a 30-day wind-up oak clock 
that chimed on the half hours and usually ran fi ve minutes 
fast or slow, but our customers, particularly the children, 
liked it. And now, as we automatically glance above the 
cabinets, maybe 50 times a day, we realize how much we 
depended on it. And each time we are reminded.

As we do our best to return everything to normal, 
our friends and customers are grieving with us, angry on 
our behalf. Some are trying to help us to start the healing. 
Cathy Green brought in a jar and two bags of Hershey’s 
Miniatures to replace the plastic box with the candies that 

sat on the counter. 
We know we’ll heal, that this will gradually fade 

into memory, even though we will never forget. We will 
celebrate other birthdays. We just wish our Great Big 20th 
Happy Birthday Celebration hadn’t ended like a popped 
balloon.

Thank you, all who celebrated, and who now grieve 
with us,
Tommie Plank
Owner, Covered Treasures Bookstore
■

Columbine 
Gardens

Chinese Restaurant 

Locally-owned and operated. 
Serving the Tri-Lakes area  

for 21 years!
481 Hwy 105, #201, Monument 

(719) 481-2311     (719) 481-1936 
Mon-Thu 11-9, Fri 11-9:30, Sat. 11:30-9 

Open Sundays 3:30-8:00 
August Special! 

FREE cheese wonton
Dine-in or take-out with $25 purchase. Exp. 8/31/13.

QUALITY AUTO REPAIR
SUBARU • HONDA • TOYOTA

and other ASIAN imports
Call today: 488-6729

707 County Line Rd., Palmer Lake
Mon-Fri. 7:30 - 5:30

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 8/31/13

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Books that help develop 
a love of reading
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By Janet Sellers
On July 25, the Palmer Lake Community Garden group 
held a special event at Palmer Lake for locals to learn 
more about local honey and honey bees, and their impor-
tance to our community. Beekeepers Rick Squires and 
Claudia Swensen discussed the basics of bee care while 
giving a detailed demonstration of how a hive works and 
how both new and seasoned beekeepers can put together 
a hive as well as maintain or at least support honeybees 
throughout the year. 

Together the two have over two decades of beekeep-
ing, swarm protection, and management, and they are un-
derstandably enthusiastic about protecting and educating 
others on the importance of the welfare of the honey bee 
population and the bees’ importance to human quality of 
life. 

The beekeepers said, "It is estimated that about one-
third of the human food supply is directly dependant on 
insect pollination of crops, and most of that is accom-

plished by bees, especially the domesticated European 
honey bee." While great numbers of honey bees are trans-
ported to orchards and large farming industries, the stress 
on the bees being transported is tremendous, and that, 
along with pesticide use by humans, mono-cropping, and 
lack of flowers, is causing "colony collapse disorder."

Local citizens can help the bee population to thrive 
by avoiding all pesticides and planning their landscapes 
with these important creatures in mind. It’s best to plant a 
wide variety of flowering plants that bloom as long as pos-
sible. Some of the plants that support the bees and thrive 
in our area are, of course, wild native plants, but also Rus-

sian sage, alfalfa, borage, clover, and wildflowers. 
Janet Sellers can be reached at janetsellers@ocn.me.

By Janet Sellers
In the United States, a model for arts programming in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries that was wildly 
popular and vital to ethnic communities was the idea of 
the “citizen artist.” The movement aimed to support the 
immigrants in their new country in terms of imaginative 
capacity to believe in their own potential in their futures, 
to at least hope for a bright future. 

“The settlement arts tradition embraces the notion 
that the arts are powerful tools that can serve meaning-
ful social purposes, and it assigns great value to engaging 
communities in making art that reflects and is relevant 
to their lives. That is the essence of the citizen artist 

idea.”—Nick Rabkin, arts and cultural policy analyst at 
the Huffington Post.

One such center for the movement was Hull House in 
Chicago, in 1889. It was established as a social services 
center, not unlike our own local Tri-Lakes Cares, but it 
included the arts to help the people keep a connection 
to their sense of self, in this case their cultural roots and 
identities, while they moved into a new society and cul-
tural identity. 

The concept of an art movement and a social services 
center that supported the imaginations of the new resi-
dents who were poor was not only new, but courageous, 
since it became a foundation for social reforms. The Hull 
House was started by Jane Addams and Ellen Starr Gates, 
and grew to support human rights such as those for labor, 
women’s rights, public health and education, and im-
migration issues. It was such a powerful movement that 
Addams, who was a reformer, was considered by J. Edgar 
Hoover as “the most dangerous woman in America.”

Here in our community, we are lucky have a wide va-
riety of arts venues and artists, artisans and crafters. Our 
community is home to the summertime monthly Art Hop 
and the year-round Friday Art Nights as well as special 
open studio events. In that sense, we have the ability to be 
exposed to a wide variety of visual art, but it is due to the 
personal and singular efforts of an artist, his or her studio, 
or a local gallery or shop.

This creative support by the artists and local mer-
chants is what drives our local art scene, and it is remark-

ters, several of them dangerous, all lost in some way, and 
each a part of the pi story Early continues to reveal.
Mister Monday: The Keys to the Kingdom Series
By Garth Nix (Scholastic Inc.) $7.99
In the first book of this spellbinding series for teens, Ar-
thur Penhaligon is thrust into a world of bizarre creatures 
from another realm. Mister Monday, his avenging mes-
sengers with bloodstained wings, and an army of dog-
faced Fetchers will stop at nothing to gain the key, which 
saved Arthur from an early death. Desperate, Arthur ven-
tures into a mysterious house in an attempt to unravel the 
secrets of the key—and discover his true fate. 

Monument 14: Sky on Fire 
Emmy Laybourne (Feiwel and Friends) $17.99
Trapped in a superstore by a series of escalating disasters, 
including a monster hailstorm and terrifying chemical 
weapons spill, brothers Dean and Alex learned how to 
survive while working together with 12 other kids to 
build a refuge from the chaos. When strangers appeared, 
they destroyed the group’s fragile peace, and brought both 
fresh disaster and a glimmer of hope.

Fault in Our Stars
By John Green (Penguin Putnam) $17.99
Sixteen-year-old Hazel more or less accepted her diag-

nosis of Stage IV terminal thyroid cancer until a chance 
meeting with a boy at a support group forces her to re-ex-
amine her views on love, loss, and life. Green, an author 
who writes “for youth,” rather than “to them,” develops 
authentic characters who are trying to live one day at a 
time and who will live a long time in the minds of the 
readers who come to know them.

As end-of-summer boredom sets in, getting kids ex-
cited about reading can transport them to another world 
during a stormy afternoon and give weary parents a re-
spite. Until next month, happy reading.

The staff at Covered Treasures can be contacted at 
books@ocn.me.

(719) 492-3974 Cell

MARK RUDOLPH 

Inventory is low in many areas , demand is high! 
Call me to discuss how we can sell your home!

Mark�s 
photo goes 

here

LA SCALA 
* Perfect Condition!* 55+ Gated Commu-
nity* Open Ranch Floor Plan* Walk-Out 

Lower* Formal Dining* Casual Elegance* 
Theater/Game Room* Two Fireplaces* 
Wet Bar* 4Bed/ 3Bath/ 2Car* Covered 

Deck and Patio* 3,750 Sq Ft*  Complete 
Privacy*  Hardwood/ Granite* $460,000* 

SPRINGS RANCH 
* The Range* Great Starter Home* 

3Bed/3Bath/2Car* 1,439 Square Feet* 
Desired 2-Story Floor Plan* Richmond 

Homes* Well Maintained* Fireplace* New 
Roof* Fully Fenced Yard*  

Ideal Powers Location* $195,000* 

Photo 1 

Photo 2 

Photo 3 

Photo 4 

T HE FINEST
HOMES, SERVICE & RESULTS

BROADMOOR PERFECTION 
* Luxurious Broadmoor Bluffs* 2-Story* 
6Bed/5Bath/3Car* Main Level Master* 
Music Loft* Symphony Homes* Gour-

met Kitchen* Theater* Game Room* All 
Hardwood* 5,414 Sq. Ft.* Privacy* 

$650.000* 

MONUMENT VALLEY PARK 
* On-of-Kind* Walk everywhere in 

Downtown* 3Bed/ 2Bath/ 1Car Ranch 
Condo* Fully Gated Community* Fully 

Updated: Granite/ IKEA Cabinets/ 
Bamboo Floors* Enormous Patio* 
Views* 1,789 Sq. Ft.* $275,000* 

NEW

NEW

� Local Off-Duty Firefighter 
� Fire Mitigation 
� Residential Maintenance 

Mowing 
� Tree Removal  
� Acreage Mowing 
� Scrub Oak/Brush Removal 
� General Cleanup 

Ryan Graham  - (719) 351-4014 
FREE Estimates � Insured

Craft Fair Vendors Wanted 
October 19 - 20 

Palmer Ridge H.S. 
Monument 

10 X10 Booth, $80 

Reserve your booth now! 
(719) 487-7351 

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide by Elizabeth Hacker is taking a hiatus this month.

Art Matters

The citizen artist: making art 
that is relevant to our lives

Local beekeepers share important buzz on honeybees

Left and above: On July 25, the Palmer Lake 
Community Garden group hosted a free session 
with beekeepers Rick Squires and Claudia 
Swensen, who demonstrated aspects of their 
work in local beekeeping and hive maintenance 
for honeybees and bee safety. Their combined 
efforts in beekeeping, the often unknown vital roles 
of honeybees in our lives, honeybee welfare, and 
swarm issues protection span over two decades. 
Photo by Sky Hall.
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Left: From left, Adam Mittelstadt, Heidi 
(Mittelstadt’s service dog), and Si and 
Dorothy Sibell are shown outside the 
Barn Dance hosted by the Sibells. 
Proceeds from the dance will assist 
Mittelstadt with the purchase of Heidi 
as his service dog. 

Right: Reckless provided the music 
for the Barn Dance hosted by Si and 
Dorothy Sibell. 

Photos by David Futey.

On July 4, more than 500 runners participated in the 32nd 
Annual Fun Run. Proceeds from the 4-mile run benefit 
Palmer Lake Elementary School. Race Director Lindsey 

Leiker said the funds go toward teacher wish lists, library 
needs, and field trips. Race results for the age groups can 
be found at www.july4funrun.com/Results-2013.aspx. 

Photo by David Futey. Parade photos on this page by 
Bernard Minetti. 

able in that few communities have such venues available 
year after year on their own dime and not via a public or 
government entity. Please join me in going out to the up-
coming events and fun in art that are so carefully planned 
and thoughtfully arranged. And yes, by all means, pur-
chase some of the beautiful, original, and fun art that is 
for sale right here in our town!

August arts events 
Monument Art Hop—Over a dozen venues stay open 
until 8 p.m. Aug. 15. Galleries, restaurants, and boutiques 
of historic downtown Monument feature art openings, 
food, and live music. The art quarter is between Second 
and Third Streets in historic Monument.
Fabulous Friday Art Nights—Aug. 2, 9, 16, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Local art gallery receptions for featured artists, events, 
and art shows. First Friday is at Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts (TCLA), 304 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake; Second 

Friday is at Bella Art and Frame, 187 Washington St., 
Third Friday is at Southwinds Fine Art Gallery, corner of 
Baptist and Roller Coaster Roads, Colorado Springs.
TCLA—Wonders of the West art exhibition celebrates 
the beauty of the American West. A wide variety of me-
diums have been welcomed to this show. Exhibition dates 
are July 30 to Aug. 31, artist reception Aug. 2, 5 to 8 p.m.
Bella Art and Frame—Andy Borden oil paintings. Bor-
den brings many Colorado landscapes to this new show of 
his work Aug. 1-28, artist reception Aug. 9, 5 to 8 p.m.
Southwinds—Only local artists are the resident artists 
at this innovative community gallery, and Southwinds 
artists welcome the community for an evening of art and 
conviviality.

Heads up for September 
Richard Pankratz retrospective Sept. 3-28, TCLA, artist 
reception Friday, Sept 6. In his artist statement for the 

show, he says, “As an artist, I never feel that a work is 
completely finished until it causes a connection with an-
other person....” 

Whimsy County Frog Festival and Show of Clas-
sic Conveyances—Sept. 6, 1 to 6 p.m. at the Pikes Peak 
Brewery, 1756 Lake Woodmoor Drive. Frog on a Limb 
Primitives, of Monument, and the brewery are holding 
the event as a fundraiser to benefit the many neighbors, 
artisans, and customers affected by the Black Forest Fire, 
with artisans’ demonstrations, crafts, a vintage/historic 
vehicle car show, hayrides, music by the J. Miller Band, 
and other local music artists. Guests can enjoy food, beer, 
games, raffles, and prizes. 

Janet Sellers is an American artist, art teacher, and 
writer. She paints every day, makes public art sculptures 
for Colorado cities, and teaches art locally. She can be 

reached at janetsellers@ocn.me.

Snapshots of Our Community 

By David Futey
On the evening of July 3, Si and Dorothy Sibell opened the 
Tri-Lakes-area Fourth of July festivities with their annual 
Barn Dance. Food, music by Reckless, and a silent auction 
were all part of this community gathering. The dance acts 
as a fundraiser, with this year’s proceeds going to Wound-

ed Warriors, American Legion Post 9-11, and Monument 
resident Adam Mittelstadt. Mittelstadt was wounded in 
Afghanistan as the vehicle he was riding in was hit and 
flipped by an explosive, killing his team members. From 
this attack, he suffers from post-traumatic stress disorder 
and requires a service dog. However, the cost to acquire 

and train a service dog is $5,000 to $10,000. Mittelstadt 
has been working with a German shepherd named Heidi 
and hopes to secure her for his own once the necessary 
funds are raised. 

David Futey can be reached at dfutey@ocn.me. 

Barn Dance opens July 4 festivities

Fun Run preceded annual parade
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Photos from the Independence Day parage in Monument (clockwise 
from upper left): Air Force Academy Band, Pikes Peak Library District,YMCA, 
Monument Academy cheerleaders, Pike Interagency Hotshot Crew, Palmer 

Ridge High School Cheer Team, Lewis-Palmer Poms and Dance Team, El Paso 
County Fair Queen Molly Engelman of Falcon, and Grand Marshal Sheriff Terry 
Maketa. Photos by David Futey.

Above: The Black Forest Community Center rumbled with patrons’ foot-
stomping approval at the Black Rose Acoustic Society concert July 12.The 
rustic walls quivered with the force of their enthusiasm. The performance 
featured the Ruined Nation Boys pictured above from left, Justin Hoffenberg, 
Dave Richey, Jordan Ramsey, Evan Neal, and Keith Reed. The Colorado-
based band carpooled here in Neal’s “veggie bus,” fueled by vegetable oil from 
restaurants. The Ruined Nation Boys are an old-timey, traditional bluegrass 
affair, their music rollicking and playful. The Black Rose puts on shows at the 
Community Center on the second and fourth Friday of each month. Information 
about the Ruined Nation Boys can be found at www.davericheymusic.com, and 
about the Black Rose at www.blackroseacoustic.org. Photo by Kate Wetterer.

Above: Hannah Gingrich, one of the performers at the Black Rose Society’s 
July 12 concert, is Colorado-bred, and spent much of her childhood around the 
Black Forest area. She and her family attended Black Rose performances when 
she was young, so she said it was a big deal to sing and play there. She sang a 
handful of her original pieces, including one called Home By the Mountains. She 
also performed Our House by Crosby, Stills and Nash. There is more information 
on Gingrich at www.facebook.com/hannahgingrichmusic. The Black Rose 
Acoustic Society has been organizing performances in Black Forest for 19 years. 
The society will throw a benefit on Aug. 24 to lend a hand after the fires. All the 
proceeds will be donated to Tri-Lakes Cares. The event will run from 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m., with nonstop music and children’s activities. Photo by Kate Wetterer.

Black Rose Acoustic Society Concert, July 12
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By Lisa Hatfield
On July 15, three World War II veterans spoke about 
their trips to Washington, D.C., on the Honor Flight of 
Southern Colorado. 

Howard Pease, was a Navy electrician’s mate 3rd 
Class in the war. 

Robert Zecha was a staff sergeant in the Army Air 
Corps. He said, “(The Honor Flight) is the greatest ex-
perience I’ve ever had.… It makes me think about that 
damned old B-17 I used to ride in.” 

Navy Wave Sunny Evans had initially requested to 
be a policeman during the war, but she had to stay state-
side because of her gender. “(The trip to Washington, 
D.C.) made us feel like kids again!” she said. “I’m an 
American. What a privilege it is to be an American.” 

Lyall Russell, pictured at the right, learned, along 
with other audience members, that the Southern Colora-
do Chapter of the Honor Flight has taken about 43 WWII 
veterans to Washington, D.C., in its three flights so far, 
and with more donations, it will be able to escort more of 
the 23,000 WWII veterans from “The Greatest Genera-
tion” in Southern Colorado on their own three-day trip 
to see the National World War II Memorial, Arlington 
National Cemetery, and other significant memorials and 
museums to honor their service to our country.

The next Honor Flight will be Sept. 13-15. Lana 
Fore-Warkocz, vice president of Honor Flight of South-
ern Colorado, said “I will go door-to-door for donations 
if I have to,” to get more veterans on these flights before 
it’s too late, she said. 

To make a donation or to find out more about 
how to help Honor Flight of Southern Colorado, 
see www.honorflightsoco.org or call Fore-Warkocz 
at (719) 287-8890. Lisa Hatfield can be reached at 
lisahatfield@ocn.me.

• OCN is mailed free to every resident and 
business in the Tri-Lakes area. We mail 15,700+ 
copies every month and put another 700 copies in 
stacks throughout the area. OCN has the highest 
mailed circulation among local newspapers in 
El Paso County and the third-highest circulation 
after The Gazette and The Colorado Springs 
Independent,  We put copies of OCN into the hands 
of those people most likely to buy your products or 
services: local residents. 

• OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area 
news. For the past 12 years, OCN has been 
presenting unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes 
area governmental entities and their deliberations 
and actions. Credibility is key during tough times. 
Advertising in a credible medium typically rubs off 
on the advertisers in that media.

• OCN only takes ads from Tri-Lakes area 
businesses. In OCN, your ad won’t be competing 
for attention with ads from Colorado Springs 
and Castle Rock. This policy was adopted at the 
founding of OCN in 2001 as a way to help local 
businesses like yours succeed.

• OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication 
schedule help stretch your ad budget. OCN has 
the lowest ad cost per printed copy of any local 
publication. Since OCN is a monthly publication, 
your ad is out there for a month—more than four 
times longer than other local papers. Many of our 
advertisers tell us they’re still getting calls in the 
third and fourth week of the month.

• OCN does not use contracts: You aren’t tied down. 
Adjust your advertising month-to-month to meet 
your changing needs. Our advertisers advertise 
with us because they see benefit in it, not because 
they’re bound by a contract they signed months 
before. To reward frequent advertisers, OCN has 
a Frequent Advertiser Bonus program. You earn 
up to 10% of your ad cost as a bonus you can use 
to reduce the cost of future OCN advertising. The 
more you advertise with OCN, the more you save.

• You are supporting a good thing: Your 
advertising dollars support a unique all-volunteer, 
Tri-Lakes-area-focused effort to present factual, 
comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area 
residents.

And the best reason of 
all: It works!

• Paula Brady, Spa Medica - “OCN ads 
work!”

• Cathy Thompson, Monumental Styles & Co. 
- “OCN is my paper of choice for advertising. The 
ads John has helped me design have provided a 
constant stream of new clients. My ads have paid 
for themselves many times over! Thanks!”

• Scott Sanders, Sanders Consulting - “I’ve tried 
advertising with other papers that cost three times 
as much and never get nearly the response I do 
from my OCN ad. Even my long standing customers 
tell me ‘We saw your ad in OCN!’”

• Lois Wilde, L&L Field Mowing - “The boys were 
amazed at how quickly they received calls last year 
after their ad went into the May issue. The jobs they 
got from the OCN kept them busy all summer.” 

• Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school 
- “This is the best advertising money I’ve spent! 
OCN is the best paper in town and readers look 
forward to every issue. I have seen a big response 
to my new ad in this paper. I do not need to 
advertise anywhere else as my other advertising is 
word of mouth! Thank you OCN for your hard work 
to make this paper stand out from the rest in our 
community!” 

• Kerri Bohler, B&E Filling Station Restaurant 
- “Thanks for all you have done for us. Our ad with 
OCN was the best thing we ever did for advertising. 
It outshines all the rest.” 

• Yukie Stauffer, Luna Hair Studio and Spa  - “We 
had great response from our ad. I really appreciate 
it. It is amazing to see how many people came to 
us with our ad from OCN and many of our clients 
mentioned about our ad.” 

• Sarah Groh, Voice and Piano Lessons - “Your 
paper has been the best press I have ever had.” 

• Annie Matchett, House for Sale - “Thanks to the 
ad I ran in OCN, I sold my house in Woodmoor in 
one month. It worked great!”

• Kathie Kaufer, Help Wanted for Family Reunion 
- “The ad yielded excellent results. Thanks!”

For advertising information, contact Candice Hitt at 646-7363, ads@ocn.me, or visit www.ocn.me

Why advertise in OCN?

Honor Flight trip reprised, July 15

Pictured: Howard Pease, left, Robert Zecha, 
foreground, and Navy Wave Sunny Evans, center, 
spoke about their trips to Washington, D.C., on 
the Honor Flight of Southern Colorado to see the 
National World War II Memorial, Arlington National 
Cemetery, and other significant memorials and 
museums to honor their service to our country. 
Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

Live outside our free delivery area*?
Want prompt delivery every month 

direct to your mailbox? 

Subscribe to OCN! 
$17 for 12 issues 

Name ______________________________ 
Address _____________________________ 

 _____________________________ 
City, State Zip _______________________ 

Mail this form with a check or money order to 
Our Community News 
P.O. Box 1742 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742 

To pay by credit card: www.ocn.me/subscribe.htm 

Questions? Call John Heiser, (719) 488-3455 
*County Line Rd. to Northgate Rd., Palmer Lake to Hwy 83. 

Support Our 
Community!

Shop Tri-Lakes.
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By Harriet Halbig
The finale of the summer reading program was the gala 
party on July 30 on the Palmer Lake Village Green. 
Thanks to the generosity of the Tri-Lakes Friends of the 
Library, children enjoyed an inflatable obstacle course, 
songs and stories from Beth Epley, face painting, and 
many other activities and games. Special treats were the 
yummy ice cream sandwiches donated by Schwan’s.

By late July, there were 1,558 children, 669 teens, 
and 138 babies enrolled in the summer reading program 
at the Monument Library and 139 children, 69 teens, and 
25 babies enrolled at Palmer Lake.

We send a final warm thank you to the many loyal 
teen volunteers who helped us throughout the summer 
during library hours and during the party.

With August comes a return to our regular schedule 
of activities.

Children’s programs
Tuesday story times for children ages 3 and up will be at 
10:30 and 11:15 a.m.

Toddler Time is on Thursdays at 9:30 and 10 a.m. 
This is a time for 1- and 2-year-old children and their 
favorite adult, focusing on nursery rhymes, music, and 
movement.

Thursday afternoon stories and crafts and Friday’s 7-
up programs ended with the summer reading program.

Legos Club is a fun time for all ages on the third 

Saturday of each month. In August, the program is on the 
17th from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Legos are provided—just bring 
your creativity.

Teen programs
Back by popular demand is the Henna Tattoo workshop 
on Saturday, Aug. 10, from 1 to 3 p.m. Learn about the 
ancient art of henna and get your own temporary henna 
tattoo. Registration is required, as is a permission slip.
Adult programs

Bring your iPad and learn basic functions including 
startup, apps, email, and using your iPad as an e-reader. 
The iPad Basics Workshop will be taught by Les Molina 
from Victory Solutions. Register online or at the desk. 
The program will be on Aug. 3 from 10 to 11 a.m.

In response to many requests, we have scheduled a 
henna tattoo workshop for adults on Aug. 10 from 9:30 
to11:30 a.m. Get your own lovely henna tattoo and learn 
about the ancient art of henna. Registration is required at 
488-2370.

The AARP Mature Safe Driving Program will be 
offered on Thursday, Aug. 15, from 1 to 5 p.m. This is a 
refresher course designed for motorists age 50 and older. 
Participants may present their course completion certifi-
cate to their insurance agents for a discount. Charge for 
the four-hour course is $12 for AARP members and $14 
for nonmembers. Class size is limited and registration is 
required. To register, call AARP at 203-4972.

The Monumental Readers will meet on Friday, Aug. 
16, from 10 until noon to discuss Standing in the Rainbow 
by Fannie Flagg. All patrons are welcome to attend this 
monthly book club.

Art by Tri-Lakes artists will be displayed on the 
walls during August. In the display case will be American 
Girl dolls and accessories.

Palmer Lake Library events
The Palmer Lake Book Group meets at 9 a.m. on the first 
Friday of every month. Please call 481-2587 for the cur-
rent selection.

The Family Fun program for August is the Ice Cream 
Social on Aug. 3 at 1:30 on the Village Green. Entertain-
ment will be provided by the CountyLine Ramblers blue-
grass group.

Story Time for children 3 and older is on Wednes-
days at 10:30 a.m.

Toddler Time for 1- and 2-year-olds is on Fridays at 
10:30 a.m. except for Aug. 16. This program gives an in-
troduction to rhyme, rhythm, and a few special stories.

On the walls is a delightful selection of photographs 
by Laurisa: Risa’s Rabbits.

Please note that all Pikes Peak Library District facili-
ties will be closed on Monday, Sept. 2, in observance of 
Labor Day.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

By Janet Sellers
Black belt Tanner VanBebber, an instructor at 
Freedom School of Martial Arts in Monument, 
held an extreme sporting performance event 
called extreme brick-breaking on July 26 at 
the school arena before a packed crowd. Such 
performances entertain audiences but also raise 
money for charity. VanBebber challenged local 
businesses and individuals to pledge a small do-
nation per brick broken, up to the full attempted 
number of 100 bricks. He succeeded in breaking 
99 bricks in about 18 seconds. The school will 
donate all of the $1,000-plus raised from this 
event to a special fund for Black Forest Fire 
victims through the Tri-Lakes Cares community 
resource center. Janet Sellers can be reached at 
janetsellers@ocn.me

Above: From left, Kathy Fox, Barbara Bates, and Steve Moorhead prepare 
to deliver handouts and make presentations July 20 at the Monument Library 
regarding Firewise landscaping techniques, while behind them in the community 
room, Chella Dimanza gives her slide presentation on fire mitigation and 
landscaping.See the Personal Wildfire Action Plan Bulletin at www.woodmoor.org/
pdf-files/forestry/WIA-ActionPlanBooklet_PROOF4.pdf for ideas about home 
hardening, defensible space, and evacuation planning. Photo by Janet Sellers.

July and August library events

Party celebrates summer reading program

High impact at brick-breaking fundraiser, July 26

Art Hop, July 18

Above: Bud Ford plays Appalachian dulcimer music during the Art Hop at 
the Frog on a Limb shop. Owners Jessica and Mike Humphreys offer a large 
number of Appalachian goods, so they asked Ford to play traditional dulcimer 
music at every Art Hop. Ford co-owns the Dulcimer Shop in Manitou Springs 
and plays this traditional music throughout the region at a variety of events. 
Art Hop is held from 5 to 8 p.m. on the third Thursday of every month through 
September. The next one will be Aug. 15. For more information see http:
//monumentmerchants.com/events.htm. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Firewise presentation, July 20

Above: Kurt Frankenberg, left, owner of 
Freedom School of Martial Arts, and Carrie 
Pendergrast of Tri-Lakes Cares, center, 
congratulate Black belt Tanner VanBebber 
on July 26 after his extreme brick-breaking 
fundraiser event held at the Freedom School 
of Martial Arts in Monument. Photo by Janet 
Sellers.

Above: Tanner VanBebber takes on the state martial arts record 
for fastest brick-breaking, an extreme sport in marital arts, on July 
26 at Freedom School of Martial Arts in Monument. Photo by Ethan 
Ahlstrom.
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By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

Wednesday Senior Lunch at Big Red 
August Menu

Aug. 7: Turkey, stuffing & salad.
Aug. 14: Meat loaf, baked potato casserole, and salad.
Aug. 21: Bratwurst, potato salad, and pickle.
Aug. 28: Lemon chicken, garlic mashed potatoes, and 

salad.
Rolls and butter are served with each meal except sand-
wiches. Dessert is also provided. 

An activity of Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partner-
ship. Meals are provided by Pinecrest Catering, Palmer 
Lake; Nikki McDonald, executive chef, 481-3307.

Craft Fair Vendors Wanted
The fair is scheduled for Oct. 19-20 at Palmer Ridge High 
School, Monument. Reserve a 10-by-10 booth for $80. 
For more information, call 487-7351.

Tax credit available for 
wildfire mitigation work

Taxpayers with property located in a wildland-urban 

interface area can receive a tax credit up to $2,500 for 
performing wildfire mitigation measures. Informa-
tion regarding community wildfire protection plans 
and wildfire mitigation measures can be found online 
at www.wescottfire.org and www.csfs.colostate.edu. 
For information about the tax credit, check 
www.taxcolorado.com.
Black Forest Slash and Mulch Site reopens

Tree and brush trimmings accepted, 
including charred materials

The Black Forest Slash/Mulch site has reopened and re-
sumed normal business hours: Saturdays, 7 a.m.-4 p.m.; 
Sundays, noon-4 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday eve-
nings, 5-7:30 p.m. The site is on the east side of Herring 
Road just south of Shoup Road. Items accepted include 
tree and bush trimmings (can be charred), pinecones and 
needles. No stumps, roots, weeds, grass, sod, lumber, 
trash, etc. Size limitations on tree branches are 6 feet 
long, 8 inches in diameter. Loads must be securely tied 

By Bernard L. Minetti
Western Museum of Mining and Industry Director 
Richard Sauers discussed the history, activities, and 
educational function of the museum at the July 18 Palmer 
Lake Historical Society presentation. He noted that the 
building in which it is housed, located at 225 Northgate 
Blvd. in Colorado Springs, opened in 1982. The museum 
was incorporated as a nonprofit corporation in 1970. Its 
purpose is to preserve and to provide understanding of the 

mining history of Colorado and the American West.
During the 31 years that it has been open to the pub-

lic, the museum has presented many mining-related pro-
grams. The three primary sections of the site are the Mine 
Reclamation Exhibit, the Reynolds Ranch House, and the 
Stamp Mill. Two burros that live on the grounds represent 
the animals used to pull the mine ore cars.

The Mine Reclamation Exhibit was designed to 
provide an understanding of the process utilized by the 
mining companies to restore the land to productive use 
after mining it. Sauers noted that environmental science 
is integral to the reclamation of the mine sites.

The Reynolds Ranch House is the last of the once-
thriving community of Husted. The museum intends to 
restore the home as an 1894 Queen Anne farmhouse.

Sauers said that the Stamp Mill is a set of machinery 
that provides for ore extraction and was typical of the 
equipment in use in the 1890s to 1920s. It is still in opera-
tion today and is frequently demonstrated for those who 
come to the museum.

He said the museum building contains many items 
utilized in the mining industry such as stampers, trams, 
steam shovels, and panning equipment. There are jaw 
crushers, amalgamating tables, and other machinery 
typical of what was used in the Western mills in that era. 
Their functions and uses are described in detail for visi-
tors.

Sauers also noted that the museum had accumulated 
much equipment peculiar to the mining industry of those 
times and was willing to consider disposing of it to other 
museums or agencies with similar aims. He also briefly 

discussed the effect of the future Powers Boulevard and 
I-25 intersection on the museum property and stated that 
it would have a great impact on the site.

The museum, he continued, is open to all and is espe-
cially equipped to provide tours for schoolchildren. It has 
accommodated classes from the Tri-Lakes area and Den-
ver and has drawn many tourists. He issued an invitation 
for interested persons and groups to visit the museum.

**********
The August meeting of the Palmer Lake Historical So-
ciety will feature a free presentation titled “Pikes Peak 
as Seen in Early Postcards.” Mel McFarland will be the 
presenter. The society invites the public to hear this noted 
speaker at 7 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 15, at the Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent, Palmer Lake. 

Bernard Minetti may be contacted at 
bernardminetti@ocn.me.

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

PRESCOTT�S WAYGU BEEF 
FOR SALE 

Summer Special!  

Sensational Hamburger Package 
WAYGU, all-natural, grass-fed  

hamburger patties.  
Forty eight -1/3 lb patties per box, 16 lbs, Net 

Price only  
$124.95 

prescottranchbeef.com  
Prescott Ranches LLC 

(719) 541-5024

www.woodcarverproperties.com 
info@woodcarverproperties.com, Cherith 719-481-4877 x100 

Are you growing out of your home
office or need a part-time space to work?
Contact us today! 

��Office space with flexible leases 
��Part-time cubicle rental 
��Conference room with kitchen, day 
office rental & gazebo rental 

�� Affordable; beginning at $150/month 

Ample parking 
Quiet setting 

Utilities included 
Easy access off  

I-25 in Monument 

Special Events and Notices

Monument Hill  
Farmers Market 

Saturdays 8 am-1 pm 
Behind the D-38 Administration  

Building at Second and Jefferson St.  
in Downtown Monument. Park in the 
administration building parking lot. 

Playground for the kids! Many new 
vendors plus all your old favorites! 

For information, call 592-9420.

Contact Maria 
488-9203

Established 15 years, seeking professionals  
committed to their work .  

We are growing & hiring�
� Nail Tech 

� Hair Stylist 
� Massage Therapist

Retail Space Available in the
Heart of Monument 

2,300 S.F. retail space, all or part. Charming space with many 
possibilities. One of the best suites in Front St. Square with 

hardwood floors and high ceilings. The center is full  
except for this space and includes a restaurant, gift store, 

 antique store, bead shop, hair salon and much more.  

PRICED BELOW MARKET! 
                Info: (719) 488-8194 or  (719) 488-8196

Left: Western Museum of Mining and Industry 
Director Richard Sauers is pictured with some 
of the equipment at the WMMI. Sauers made a 
presentation July 18 to the Palmer Lake Historical 
Society. Photo provided by the Palmer Lake 
Historical Society.

Palmer Lake Historical Society, July 18

Museum a treasure of mining history

Help Wanted
Tree Service � Part-time � Starting at $12/hr.

488-1818
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Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Aug. 

5, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each 
month. Info: 884-8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Aug. 6, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300, http://
adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Aug. 8, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. 
Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525.

• Palmer Lake Liquor Licensing Authority & 
Medical Marijuana Authority and Town Council 
Combined Workshop and Regular Meeting, Thu., 
Aug. 8, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Info: 481-2953 (then press 0) or www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use 
Committee Meeting, Tue., Aug. 13, 10 a.m., 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill 
Burks, 481-4053. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Aug. 13, 5 p.m., 16055 Old Forest Point, Suite 
300, Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 

488-6868. 
• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 

Tue., Aug. 13, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732.

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Aug. 14, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Thu., Aug. 15, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein 
Dr., Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. 
Info: 488-3603. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Aug. 15, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
4700.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Aug. 15, 7 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Aug. 
19, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each 
month. Info: 884-8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Aug. 20, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300, http://
adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

• Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Aug. 20, 7 p.m., Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 488-8680.

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 21, 6 p.m., Wescott Fire Station 

1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. 
Info: 481-0711.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Aug. 21, 6 p.m., at Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 
(then press 0) or www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Aug. 28, 6:30 p.m., 166 
Second St., Monument. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: Jennifer Martin, 484-0911, www.tri-
lakesfire.com.

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 28, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
488-2693, www.woodmoor.org.

• Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Aug. 29, 6 p.m. Monument Sanitation District 
boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-2110, www.fvawd.com. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
All Pikes Peak Library District facilities will be closed 

Monday, Sept. 2, in observance of Labor Day.
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 

10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, Mon. & 
Wed., 3:30-4:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading 
to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. 

in transit. Free mulch is available for self-loading during 
normal business hours; for large quantities of mulch, an 
end loader is available only on Saturdays, 7 a.m.-4 p.m., 
charging $5 for two cubic yards. This free program ac-
cepts cash donations for the Black Forest Slash and Mulch 
Committee and food items and checks for Care & Share. 
For more information, visit bfslash.org or call Ruth Ann 
Steele at 495-3107, Carolyn Brown, 495-3127, Jeff De-
Witt, 495-8024, or the county Environmental Division, 
520-7878.

Free help line for fire victims
Optum, a leading health and behavioral health services 
company, is offering a free emotional-support help line to 
those affected by wildfires. The service is free of charge 
and open to anyone. Specially trained Optum mental 
health specialists help people manage their stress and 
anxiety so they can continue to address their everyday 
needs. Callers may also receive referrals to community 
resources to help them with specific concerns, including 
financial and legal matters. The toll-free number, 866-
342-6892, will be open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
for as long as necessary. 

Black Forest Trail and 
Wildlife Habitat Restoration, 

The recent Black Forest fire burned 14,000 acres, de-
stroyed 486 homes, and caused $85 million in damages. 
Black Forest Regional Park was not spared from the de-
struction and post-fire rains have washed away significant 
amounts of sediment, sending it downhill towards the 
athletic fields, playground, and other structures. Volun-
teers will have the opportunity to help slow water and 
erosion flows by installing log erosion barriers which will 
protect the park’s assets downhill of the burn site. The 
event is Sat., Aug. 10, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., at the Black For-
est Regional Park, four miles east of I-25 on Shoup Road. 
Join Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado as they install log 
erosion barriers and more. Breakfast and lunch will be 
provided to all registered volunteers at each event. Free 
to participate; no experience necessary; minimum age: 
10. Info & registration: www.voc.org/volunteer or call 
303-715-1010. 

Walking tours with local historian/
filmmaker Jim Sawatzki

Walk in the footsteps of early Monument pioneers. Stroll 
through Old Town Palmer Lake or visit the Chautauqua 
grounds and cottages in Glen Park. Journey north to 
neighboring picturesque Castle Rock. Each tour is 1 1/2 
hours. For details, call 481-3963 or visit www.palmerdivi
deproductions.com.

Gardeners needed for 
Monument Community Garden

The community garden is located in Monument’s Lavelett 
Park on Beacon Lite Road. One garden bed is available to 
a gardener for personal use. The other bed’s harvest will 
be donated to Tri-Lakes Cares as it has for the last two 
years. Help is needed with planting, maintaining, and har-
vesting that bed. Also needed are donations for the pur-
chase of short-season seeds for the Tri-Lakes Cares bed. 
For more information, contact Leah Squires, 488-5902, 
leahssquires@gmail.com; or Carol Crossland, 661-1476, 
cdcland@yahoo.com.

CDOT front range high-speed rail 
study in progress

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) Di-
vision of Transit & Rail hosted an open house at the Pikes 
Peak Area Council of Governments May 29 as part of an 
Interregional Connectivity Study. The study, scheduled 
to be completed by September, is examining technology, 
alignment, and funding options for implementing high-
speed rail along the Front Range. The study extends from 
Fort Collins to Pueblo and builds off of past feasibility 
and technical studies related to high-speed rail options. 
CDOT has established a website with more detailed in-
formation about the study. Residents with ideas and ques-
tions should see www.coloradodot.info/projects/ICS or 
contact Bob Wilson (303) 757-9431.

Newspaper seeks volunteers
Would you like to volunteer with Our Community News? 
You can help with mailing day, write articles, take snap-
shots and write captions, and more. We’ll teach you! Text 
or call Lisa at 339-7831 to find out more.

Lupus support group forming
If you are interested in joining a lupus support group 
in the Monument area, please email Diane Bandle, 
dmbandle@hotmail.com.

Multiple sclerosis support group
A multiple sclerosis (MS) group is forming for the 
Tri-Lakes and surrounding areas. If interested, please 
email Susan, susan@cvscorp.com, or visit http://
cvscorp.homeserver.com/ms/.

Colorado Master Gardener Help Desk 
Summer Hours

Colorado Master Gardener (CMG) volunteers are ready to 
assist you with your lawn and gardening questions. CMG 
volunteers are available at the Colorado State University 
Extension office Monday through Fridays 9 a.m.-noon. 
You may call and leave a message at any time at 520-7684, 
or email your questions to CSUmg2@elpasoco.com.

Reverse 911
With the heightened concern for fire danger along the 
Front Range, many people want to sign up their home 
or cell phone for reverse emergency notification. The 

El Paso-Teller E-911 Authority Emergency Notification 
System is used to notify residents of any potential emer-
gencies in their neighborhood. To sign up, go to https:
//elptc911.onthealert.com.

Get volunteer help for your nonprofit
Due to popular demand, the Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict is adding a list of volunteer opportunities to its Youth 
Activities Directory online. Many students are required to 
participate in community projects for credit and others are 
just looking for ways to serve. If your nonprofit has a need 
for volunteers for a one-time project or an ongoing effort 
and can use volunteers under age 18, obtain a directory list-
ing form at http://library.constantcontact.com/download/
get/file/1101174229838-940/YAS+directory+form.pdf. 
Nonprofits may list their volunteer needs in the direc-
tory free of charge. For more information, contact Robin 
Adair, P.O. Box 40, Monument, CO 80132; call 785-4223 
or email radair@lewispalmer.org. 

Attention Tri-Lakes residents 
with medical conditions

If you have a medical condition or a physical disability, 
please contact Jennifer at Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District, 484-0911, to register for emergency as-
sistance if evacuation is required.

Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center programs
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership Senior 
Citizens Center is next to the Lewis-Palmer High School 
Stadium (across from the YMCA) and is open 1-4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and earlier for scheduled ac-
tivities. The facility has a lounge, craft room, game room, 
and multipurpose room. Programs include pinochle, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, noon to 4 p.m.; National Mah-
jongg, Fridays, 1-4 p.m.; line dancing, first and second 
Wednesdays, 1-2 p.m.; tea time, third Tuesday, 1-3 p.m.; 
bingo, third Wednesday, 12:30-3 p.m. Also available 
at the center are ping-pong, Wii video games, various 
puzzles and board games, refreshments, a lending library, 
computers with Internet connections, and an information 
table. For more information about programs for seniors, 
visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org. 
Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of infor-
mation for local seniors, including the daily menu of 
the senior lunches offered Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays in Monument. It also contains the schedule of 
the classes and events for the month at the Senior Citizens 
Center. There are articles and notices of events geared 
toward senior citizens. To subscribe to the free newslet-
ter, send an email with your name and mailing address to 
SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat can also 
be viewed online at www.TriLakesHAP.org.■
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Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10:
30-11 a.m. & 11:15-11:45. Children ages 3 and older. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 9:
30 a.m. & 10 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to 
24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Teen Volunteer Appreciation 
Party, Wed., Aug. 7, 4-5 p.m. Volunteers receive 
certificates and celebrate the successful completion 
of the Summer Reading Program. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library Teen Workshop: Henna 
Tattoo, Sat., Aug. 10, 1-3 p.m. Learn about the 
ancient art of henna and get your temporary henna 
tattoo! Register at the desk and pick up a permission 
slip (if you’re under 18), which must be signed 
to participate. Permission can be turned in at the 
program or in advance. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Family Program–LEGO 
Club, Sat., Aug. 17, 10-11:30 a.m. Fun for all ages–
Duplos for the littles ones and thousands of Legos 
for the rest. Bring your creativity and have some fun. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids Web 
at www.ppld.org features resources for school reports 
and homework, Tumblebooks––free online read-
along books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-
ups” link has information about local school districts, 
home-schooling, and more.

Adult Programs
• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 

1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Beginning Computer 
Classes. Check at the desk for the schedule of free 
classes Wed. mornings for beginner computer users. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every 
Wed., 10 a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to 
empowering individual growth through life-long 
learning and positive relationships. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Knitting 
Group, every Wed., 10 a.m.-noon. Knit with other 
knitters. Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will be there 
to answer questions. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: iPad Basics, Sat., Aug. 3, 10-
11 a.m. Bring your iPad and learn basic functions 
including startup, apps, email, and using your iPad 
as an e-reader. Les Molina from Victory Solutions 
will teach. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Old-Fashioned Ice Cream 
Social, Sat., Aug. 3, 1:30-3 p.m., Palmer Lake Village 
Green. Everyone is invited to enjoy bluegrass music 
with “The County Line Ramblers” and free Rock 
House ice cream. In honor of our seniors, families 
are encouraged to bring their elders. Info: Jean Harris, 
488-2370; www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Aug. 5, 10 
a.m.-noon. This supportive writing group provides 
inspiration and structure during the process of writing 
one’s memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd Mon. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Just 4 Oils, Wed., Aug. 7, 6:
45-8 p.m. Free informational class on essential oils 
for emergency preparedness. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370 or 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: History Discussion, Thu., 
Aug. 8, 1:30-2:30 p.m. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Henna Tattoo, Sat., Aug. 
10, 9:30-11:30 a.m. Learn about the ancient art of 

henna and get your temporary henna tattoo. This 
workshop for adults (ages 18+) will focus on design 
and style elements. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Thu., Aug. 15, 1-5 p.m. Bone up on your 
driving skills and lower your insurance rates. Cost: 
$12 for AARP members, $14 for nonmembers. 
Registration required. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370 or 
www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers 
Book Club, Fri., Aug. 16, 10-11:30 a.m. All are 
welcome to this spirited group. Meets 3rd Fri. each 
month. The Aug. book is Standing in the Rainbow by 
Fannie Flagg. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., Aug. 16, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to 
share ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Yoga class, Thu., Aug. 
22, noon-1 p.m. For beginners and intermediate. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Leadership in Effective 
Non-Profit Organizations, Fri., Aug. 23, 9-11 a.m. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: History Buffs Book Discussion 
Group, Wed., Aug. 28, 1-3 p.m. Enjoy a trip through 
history with other history lovers. Meets 4th Wed. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Yoga class, Thu., Aug. 
29, noon-1 p.m. For beginners and intermediate. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Yoga class, Thu., Sep. 5, noon-
1 p.m. For beginners and intermediate. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org.

• Palmer Lake Library Book Club, Fri., Sep. 6, 9 
a.m. New members are welcome and no registration 
is required at this monthly book club. Meets 1st Fri. 
each month. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., Sep. 6, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to 
share ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442, www.ppld.org. 

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded 
presentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s 
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County 
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the 
schedule online at www.ppld.org, then click on the 
link “Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

For these and other library events, please check 
www.ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Farmers Market, every Sat., 8 a.m.-

1 p.m., behind the D-38 Administration Building, 
Second and Jefferson St., downtown Monument. Park 
in the administration building parking lot. Playground 
for the kids! Many new vendors plus all your old 
favorites. Info: 592-9420.

• Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting, 
every Sat., 8 a.m., Mozaic at the Inn at Palmer Divide, 
443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Guests are welcome to 
the weekly meetings that feature speakers on a variety 
of topics. Info: Susan Adams 719-433-1733.

• Bingo by the American Legion, every Sat., game 
sales start at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m., the 
Depot Restaurant, in Palmer Lake. Proceeds go to 
scholarships and other community support activities; 
70% of the sales go to game prizes and drawing for 
free food. Info: 481-8668, www.americanlegiontrilak
espost911.com/bingo.htm.

• Farmers Market at the Mining Museum, every 
Mon. & Wed. through October. Find fresh locally 
grown fruits and vegetables from local Pueblo farms, 
breads, meats and more right on the museum’s 
beautiful grounds. Look for the vendors in front of 
the red house right off of Northgate Blvd. Before 

or after you shop, visit the museum to see operable 
steam engines, learn how to gold pan, see a recreated 
mine drift, play with hands-on exhibits, and catch a 
glimpse of the pioneer lifestyle. Afterwards, enjoy a 
picnic at one of their picnic areas. There are over 27 
acres to explore at the museum, with picnic grounds 
and two very adorable burros. WMMI is located at 
225 Northgate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A) in Colorado 
Springs. Info: www.wmmi.org, 488-0880.

• Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6 p.m. 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist 
Rd. Info: 481-0431. 

• Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall, 
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month 
and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Administration Complex 166 Second St., 
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for 
free bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: 
Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037. 

• Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Coffee, every Tue., 9:30-
11:30 a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. 
Members and non-members are welcome. Seniors, 
come socialize and have coffee and snacks in the front 
lobby. Sign up to bring snacks. Free. Info: 630-2604, 
hbrandon@ppymca.org, www.ppymca.org.

• Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every 
Tue. & Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 
a.m.; SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of 
Movement, 9:30 a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. 
Participants must be YMCA or SilverSneakers 
members. Info: 481-8728. 

• Tri-Lakes YMCA Women’s Bible Study, every 
Wed., 11 a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, 
Monument. Members and non-members are welcome. 
Free. Info: 630-2604, hbrandon@ppymca.org, 
www.ppymca.org. 

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., luncheon meeting at 
Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambassador Dr., (off Voyager 
Blvd in Colorado Springs). Interesting speakers and 
programs; all are welcome. Info: Call Garrett Barton, 
433-5396, Bob Duckworth, 481-4608, www.gleneagl
esertoma.org.

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., noon-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership 
(HAP) invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free 
blood pressure screening 1st & 3rd Wed. $3 donation 
requested. Info: 484-0517.

• Networking in Christ, every Thu., 8-9 a.m., Wisdom 
Tea House, 65 Second St., downtown Monument. 
Come for coffee or breakfast and learn about this 
different kind of business networking through prayer, 
praise, participation, and sharing prospects. Info: Alice 
Sweatman, 200-5258, 2asweatman@comcast.net.

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek 
Rd., Monument. Info: www.al-anon-co.org, www.al-
anon-alateen.org, or call the 24-hour answering 
service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every 

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.�Downtown Monument  
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748  
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service 

ANIMAL MOVERS
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Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west 
of I-25 and Baptist Rd.) Bible-based support group 
for all addictions. Info: 930-1954. 

• A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family 
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 
481-0431. 

• Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado 
Support Group. Location varies. For information, 
call Carolyn, 488-3620, www.4-mga.org, 303-360-
7080, 4mga@4-mga.org. 

• Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu., 
Aug. 8, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Monument, 
after the noontime senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:
30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037. 

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner meeting, Thu., Aug. 8, 6:
30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble 
Beach Way, Monument. New members and visitors 
welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed 
Kinney, 481-2750.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Aug. 8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Aug. 10, 9 a.m., 
Vaile Hill Gallery, 118 Hillside Rd., Palmer Lake. A 
variety of art programs are offered after the business 
meeting. Guests welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. 
Info: 487-1329, www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

• El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling 
Collection Facility, Sat., Aug. 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
3255 Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2nd 
Sat. each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 
p.m., accepts porcelain fixtures, common recyclable 
items and household hazardous waste such as paint 
and related products, lawn and garden chemicals, 
household cleaners, old batteries, fire extinguishers, 
fireworks, flares, ammunition, automotive products 
(no tires), various electronics, and TVs up to 19-inch 
diagonal. Bring a nonperishable food item for Care 
and Share. Info: 520-7878, http://adm.elpasoco.com/
Environmental_Services/Solid_Waste_Management. 

• Alzheimer’s Support Group, Sat., Aug. 10, 10-11:
30 a.m., Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. 
Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: LaVonne Putman, 
488-2557.

• Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, 
Mon., Aug. 12. Meets 2nd Mon. each month for 
support, information, field trips, and special events. 
Info: TLHESG@gmail.com.

• Wisdom and Wealth Master Mind Group: Lifting 
Spirits with Meredith Bromfield, M.Ed, Tue., Aug. 

13, 7-9 p.m., 755 Highway 105 Unit C, Palmer Lake. 
Meets 2nd & 4th Tue. Jun.-Sep. RSVP & Info: 630-
618-9400, www.meredithbromfield.com.

• HAP-py Feet Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Aug. 14, 
Senior Center located across the street from the Tri-
Lakes YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School 
campus. A registered nurse examines your feet, 
provides proper toenail trimming, and tests both feet 
for pulse, nerve sensations, and blood circulation. 
Cost: $30 for a 30-min. visit; limited financial 
assistance is available for qualifying applicants. 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info & appointments: call the 
Visiting Nurse Association, (303) 698-6496.

• Civil War Roundtable, Wed., Aug. 14, 7 p.m., 
Monument Sanitation District Conference Room, 130 
2nd St., Monument. Open to all, no prior knowledge 
needed. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: Leon 
Tenney, lwt1862@comcast.net. 

• Macular Degeneration Support Group for the 
Visually Impaired, Thu., Aug. 15, 1-2 p.m. Meets 
3rd Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x103. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting: “Pikes 
Peak as Seen in Early Postcards,” Thu., Aug. 15, 
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Mel McFarland returns with a fascinating trip up the 
Cog Railway featuring scenes from old postcards. 
This event is free and refreshments will be served 
after the presentation. Meets 3rd Thu. Info: Sarah, 
481-4278, www.palmerdividehistory.org.

• Tri-Lakes Lions Club, Thu., Aug. 15, 6:30 p.m. 
social, 7-8 p.m. meeting, Sundance Mountain Lodge, 
1865 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: David Prejean, 434-7031.

• Ladies Auxiliary to V.F.W. Post 7829, Thu., Aug. 
15, 6:45 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 
Woodmoor Dr., Monument. New members welcome. 
If you are a female relative of a veteran who served 
on foreign soil during war or other military action, 
you may be eligible. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 
Martine Arndt, 231-5323, Martine.Arndt@yahoo.co
m. 

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Aug. 17, 
9 a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D Jackson 
Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. 
Info: Dawn, 719-466-7551, dawnweb@q.com.

• Amateur Radio W0TLM (Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Radio Association), Mon., Aug. 19, 6:30 p.m., 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Station 
1, 18650 Hwy 105, west of I-25. All amateur radio 
operators or those interested in becoming amateur 
radio operators are welcome. Meets 3rd Mon. each 
month. Info: Joyce Witte, 488-0859. 

• Drummers! Mon., Aug. 19, 6:30-8 p.m., Yoga 
Pathways, Suite A, West End Center, 755 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. Free and open to the public. Bring any 
kind of drum or other hand percussion instrument 
and join this fun-loving, informal group. Beginners 
welcome! Usually meets 3rd Mon. each month. Verify 
date & time: Char, 488-3138. 

• Senior Tea, Tue., Aug. 20, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at 
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA). 
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to 
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Be prepared to 
have fun! Voluntary donations welcome. Meets 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: Irene C., 484-0517.

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Aug. 20, 
5 p.m., Police Station, 7850 Goddard (1 block 
off Academy on Kelly Johnson near Chapel Hills 
Mall), Community Room just inside main entrance. 
A DVD will play 5-6 p.m.; meeting starts at 6 p.m. 
Share concerns and success stories and talk to a D.O. 
Learn how you can become pain-free. No charge, no 
products sold. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 481-
2230.

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Aug. 20, 
7 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument. New members welcome. Meets 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: Joe Carlson, 488-1902. 

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner meeting, Thu., Aug. 22, 6:
30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble 
Beach Way, Monument. New members and visitors 
welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed 
Kinney, 481-2750.

• Wisdom and Wealth Master Mind Group: Lifting 
Spirits with Meredith Bromfield, M.Ed, Tue., Aug. 
27, 7-9 p.m., 755 Highway 105 Unit C, Palmer Lake. 
Meets 2nd & 4th Tue. Jun.-Sep. RSVP & Info: 630-
618-9400, www.meredithbromfield.com.

• Senior Social, Wed., Aug. 28, 1-4 p.m., Fellowship 

Hall of the Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 
Black Forest Rd. The Black Forest Lutheran Church 
and the Black Forest AARP Chapter 1100 invite 
area seniors for an afternoon of socializing. All are 
welcome; bring a friend and enjoy chatting, doing 
handwork, or playing Mexican train dominoes. Light 
refreshments will be served. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: Lavonne, 495-4021. 

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Meet other stay-at-home moms and kids in 
our area for weekly activities such as play dates, 
lunch out, park days, and even Mom’s night out. Info: 
monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. 

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Sep. 
3 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose 
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-8668, www.americanlegi
ontrilakespost911.com.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch & Meeting, Thu. Sep. 5, 11:30 a.m., Tri-
Lakes Fire Department Administrative Building, 166 
Second St., Monument. Bring a food dish to pass and 
your own dinner service and flatware. Meets 1st Thu. 
each month except Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed 
or closed due to bad weather. Newcomers welcome. 
For a ride to the meeting, call Faye Brenneman, 488-
0076. RSVP & info: Irene Walters, 481-1188, or Bev 
Wells, 488-3327. 

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Sep. 5, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, 
teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com.

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• 6th Annual Chautauqua Returns in Palmer Lake, 

Fri.-Sun., Aug. 2-4. Aug. 2, 7 p.m., free movie and 
best period costume contest, Palmer Lake Town Hall. 
Aug. 3, 1 p.m., free ice cream social on the Village 
Green, followed at 3 p.m. by a free walking tour Old 
Town Palmer Lake. Aug. 4, 8 a.m., free walking 
tour of Glen Park & Chautauqua Grounds & historic 
cottages; 10 a.m., Chautauqua Service at Little Log 
Church. Period costumes are encouraged at all events. 
Info: 481-3963, www.palmerdividehistory.org. 

• Old-Fashioned Ice Cream Social, Sat., Aug. 3, 1:
30-3 p.m., Palmer Lake Village Green. Everyone is 
invited to enjoy bluegrass music with “The County 
Line Ramblers” and free Rock House ice cream. 
In honor of our seniors, families are encouraged 
to bring their elders. Info: Jean Harris, 488-2370; 
www.ppld.org. 

• The Villa Palmer Lake Summer/Fall Concert 
Series: Latigo, Sat., Aug. 3, 8 p.m., 75 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. Come early for dinner and get a good 
seat in the newly renovated back yard of the Villa. No 
cover charge. Info & reservations: 481-2222 after 4 
p.m. daily.

• Social Spark Sunday Flea Market, every Sun., 
Aug. 4- Sep. 1, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 251 Front St., #8, 
Monument. Come to buy, come to sell! Info: 331-
4431, melissa@socialsparkevents.com.

• Groh Music Academy Informational Meeting, 
Wed., Aug. 7, 10 a.m., 216 Jefferson, Monument. 
Come learn how to change your life through music! 
Piano & voice lessons for children, teens, and you! 
Info: 235-1646, www.grohmusicacademy.com.

• Fabulous and Fun Friday Art Night in Tri Lakes, 
Fri., Aug. 9, 5-8 p.m., Bella Art and Frame, 183 
Washington St., downtown Monument. Weekly art 
show openings every Friday night. Locations rotate 
throughout the month. Info: 487-7691, MAGGIE@b
ellaartandframe.com, www.bellaartandframe.com. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage: 
headlined by Phil Volan & Joleen Bell, Fri., Aug. 
9, opening act at 7 p.m., doors open at 6:15. Black 
Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. 
at Shoup Road. Skilled fingerstyle guitar technique 
and beautiful harmony. Cost: $7 general, $4 BRAS 
members, $5 nonmember students with ID. Info: Joe 
Maio, 528-6119, jrmtn@comcast.net, www.blackrose
acoustic.org. 

• Pleasant View Community-Wide Garage Sale, Fri.-
Sat., Aug. 9 -10, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Take the Baptist Road 
exit from I-25. Go east to the trees. Near the top of 
the hill, watch for signs. Brochures available at each 
entrance. See ad on page 5. Info: Zeda, 481-4564.

• Estate Sale, Fri.-Sun., Aug. 9-11, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Antiques, furniture, John Deere lawn tractor, lawn 
trailer, Troy-Bilt tiller, portable generator, power 
tools, tools, books, lots of miscellaneous treasures. 

Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 15,700 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need 
photographers to cover local events. 

We also need various other kinds of 
help including assistance preparing the 
mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at
(719) 488-3455 or johnheiser@ocn.me. 
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3245 Arena Rd., Colo. Springs (near Hodgen & Hwy 
83).

• Kings Deer Community-Wide Garage Sale, Sat..-
Sun., Aug. 10 -11, See ad on page 5. 

• Social Spark Community & Event Center Grand 
Opening Chalk Fest, Sat., Aug. 10, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 
251 Front St., #8, Monument. Sidewalk chalk fun, 
free bracelet making lessons, bounce house mayhem, 
and community center tours! Indulge in tasty treats 
and meet unique community contributors. The first 
50 people will receive a free gift bag filled with 
community awesomeness! Info: 331-4431, www.soci
alsparkevents.com.

• Black Forest Trail & Wildlife Habitat Restoration, 
Sat., Aug. 10, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Black Forest 
Regional Park, four miles east of I-25 on Shoup Road. 
Join Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado as they install 
log erosion barriers and more. Free to participate; 
no experience necessary; minimum age: 10. Info & 
registration: www.voc.org/volunteer or call 303-715-
1010. 

• Integrity Bank & Trust Tenth Year Anniversary 
Celebration, Sat., Aug. 10, 12:30-3:30 p.m., North-
gate Location Parking Lot, 13475 Voyager Pkwy, 
Colo. Springs. Bring the family for free food: BBQ, 
pizza, cotton candy, Kona Ice, and popcorn. The 
Flying W Wranglers will perform throughout the 
afternoon. Fun also includes jump rope demos, clas-
sic car display, Sox the Fox mascot 1:30-2:30 p.m., 
bounce house with slide, dunk tank, and more! Info: 
www.integritybankandtrust.com.

• The Villa Palmer Lake Summer/Fall Concert Se-
ries: Andy Clifton & Co., Sat., Aug. 10, 8 p.m., 75 
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Come early for dinner and get 
a good seat in the newly renovated back yard of the 
Villa. No cover charge. Info & reservations: 481-2222 
after 4 p.m. daily.

• Lewis-Palmer School District Homeschool Enrich-
ment Academy Open House, Tue., Aug. 13, 2-4 p.m., 
146 Jefferson St., Monument. Find out about enrich-
ment activities for grades K-7. No cost to homeschool 
families. Info: 488-4700, www.lewispalmer.org, 
info@lewispalmer.org.

• Art Hop, Thu., Aug. 15, 5-8 p.m., historic downtown 
Monument. The 3rd Thu. each month through Sep. 19, 
the galleries, restaurants, and boutiques of downtown 
Monument stay open until 8 p.m. for a celebration 
featuring art openings, great food, live music, and 
more. Info: 481-3282 or visit www.monumentmercha
nts.com. 

• Dick Kreck at Covered Treasures Bookstore, Thu., 
Aug. 15, 5-8 p.m.,105 Second St., Monument. Author 
Dick Kreck, columnist and editor for The Denver 
Post for 38 years, will sign his newest book, Hell 
on Wheels: Wicked Towns Along the Union Pacific 
Railroad. Artist Ron Hazeloop, a local photographer, 
will be there also. Info: 481-2665.

• Fabulous and Fun Friday Art Night in Tri Lakes, 
Fri., Aug. 16, 5-8 p.m., Southwinds Fine Arts Gallery, 
16575 Roller Coaster Rd., Colo. Springs. Weekly art 
show openings every Friday night. Locations rotate 
throughout the month. Info: 487-7691, MAGGIE@b
ellaartandframe.com, www.bellaartandframe.com. 

• Tri-Lakes Y Back to School BBQ, Fri., Aug. 16, 6-8 
p.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy., Monument. The 
community is invited to meet on the turf field with 
blankets or lawn chairs for food, games, face painting, 
bounce house, and music. Info & RSVP: 481-8728, 
www.ppymca.org.

• Social Spark: Canvas & Kiddos, Fri., Aug. 16, 7-
9 p.m., 251 Front St., #8, Monument. Each Canvas 
& Kiddos includes a parent, a kiddo, and a canvas. 
Cost: $25 per parent/kiddo combo. Snacks and bev-
erages will be available to purchase. Info: 331-4431, 
melissa@socialsparkevents.com.

• The Villa Palmer Lake Summer/Fall Concert 
Series: Trademark Infringement, Sat., Aug. 17, 8 
p.m., 75 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Come early for din-
ner and get a good seat in the newly renovated back 
yard of the Villa. No cover charge. Info & reserva-
tions: 481-2222 after 4 p.m. daily.

• CASA Information night, Thu., Aug. 22, 5:30–6:
30 p.m., 701 S. Cascade Ave., Colo. Springs. Hear 
a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) talk 
about, “I am for the child believing in his heart that 
no one cares. I am there to champion without com-
promise for what’s in his best interest.” Info & RSVP: 
Kelly, 447-9898, ext. 1033, kellyp@casappr.org.

• Fabulous and Fun Friday Art Night in Tri Lakes, 
Fri., Aug. 23, 5-8 p.m., Southwinds Fine Arts Gallery, 

16575 Roller Coaster Rd., Colo. Springs. Weekly art 
show openings every Friday night. Locations rotate 
throughout the month. Info: 487-7691, MAGGIE@b
ellaartandframe.com, www.bellaartandframe.com.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Catherine Fraser and Duncan Smith, Fri., Aug. 
23, opening act at 7 p.m., doors open at 6:15. Black 
Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. 
at Shoup Road. Scottish fiddle and piano duo. Cost: 
$7 general, $4 BRAS members, $5 nonmember 
students with ID. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, 
jrmtn@comcast.net, www.blackroseacoustic.org. 

• Pikes Peak Brewing Company Summer Music 
Series: Cowboy Brad Fitch, Sun., Aug. 25, 5-8 
p.m., 1756 Lake Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Info: 
208-4098, pikespeakbrewing.com.

• Charlie Daniels live at the Tri-Lakes Music 
Festival, Sat., Aug. 31, 11 a.m. to sunset, former Lake 
of the Rockies Campground at Monument Lake, 99 
Mitchell Ave, Monument. Concert grounds open at 10 
a.m., the Flying W Wranglers open at 11 a.m. Musical 
acts will continue throughout the day, including Wire 
Wood Station, The Dinettes, Chuck Pyle, Dakota 
Blonde, The Lucci Music Band. Charlie Daniels and 
The Charlie Daniels Band will wrap up the festival in 
the evening. Bring folding chairs and sunscreen. Food 
and beverages will be available for purchase on site. 
Tickets start at $35; available at local King Soopers & 
Safeway, or visit trilakesarts.org.

• Monument in Motion: Kinetic Structure Derby & 
Street Fair, Mon., Sep. 2; Derby, 8 a.m. until com-
plete; Street Fair & Beer Garden on Front Street in 
downtown Monument, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Kinetic sculp-
tures are “human-powered works of art” custom-built 
for this race/derby. The Tri-Lakes derby begins with a 
parade of the entrants on Second Street in Monument 
and follows the Santa Fe Trail to Palmer Lake, around 
Palmer Lake and back to Monument. For ideas, see 
the websites of Kinetic Baltimore and Kinetic Grand 
Championship. Info: www.trilakeschamber.com/
Events_Street_Fair.html, 481-3282, officemanager@
trilakeschamber.com.

• Richard Pankratz, A Retrospective Exhibition 
Opening Reception, Fri., Sep. 6, 6-8 p.m., Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts, 304 Hwy. 105, Palmer Lake. Cel-
ebrate Pankratz’s 70th birthday and the exhibit of his 
sculptures with hor’s d’oeuvres and live music. Ex-
hibit runs Sep. 3-28. Info: 481-0475, trilakesarts.org.

• Fabulous and Fun Friday Art Night in Tri Lakes, 
Fri., Sep. 6, 5-8 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 
304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Weekly art show open-
ings every Friday night. Locations rotate throughout 
the month. Info: 487-7691, MAGGIE@bellaartandfr
ame.com, www.bellaartandframe.com.

• Whimsy County Frog Festival Show of Classic 
Conveyances, Sat., Sep. 7, 1-6 p.m., Woodmoor 
Village, 1756 Lake Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Frog 
on a Limb Primitives and Pikes Peak Brewing Co. 
present a fundraising event with live music, games, 
crafts, food, beer, prizes, and classic conveyances! 
All proceeds go to Tri-Lakes Cares to benefit victims 
of the Black Forest fire. Info and vendor & convey-
ance entry forms: 481-8888, info@frogonalimb.com, 
www.frogonalimb.com.

• Second Annual Amateur Radio Tech Day, Sat., 
Sep. 14, 9:30 a.m.- 2 p.m., Prairie Winds Elemen-
tary School, 790 King’s Deer Point E., Monument. 
Find out about amateur radio and what is happening 
in Ham Radio in the Monument area. Lots of great 
workshops and hands-on displays will be going on. 
Info: Joyce Witte, 488-0859.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by 
local governmental entities and not-for-profit organiza-
tions. We include events that are open to the general pub-
lic and are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If 
space is available, complimentary calendar listings are 
included, when requested, for events advertised in the 
current issue. To have your event listed at no charge in 
Our Community Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send 
the information to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Paid Advertisement

Our Community News is printed by Signature 
Offset in Colorado Springs using post-consumer 

waste recycled paper and soy bean-based 
water-soluable inks. 

For more information, visit 
www.definingsustainableprinting.com.

Please recycle.

Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor on topics of general interest. The OCN editorial 
board has established a policy that we do not know-
ingly print letters that have appeared in substantially 
the same form elsewhere. Please identify your sub-
mission as a letter to the editor and include your full 
name, home address, and day and evening phone 
numbers. A limit of 300 words is recommended. 
Letters may be edited for length, grammar, and ac-
curacy. Send your letter to editor@ocn.me or mail 
to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, Monu-
ment, Colorado 80132-1742. In response to problems 
receiving e-mail, if you send your letter by e-mail, 
we will send an e-mail acknowledgment. If you do 
not receive an acknowledgement, please call Lisa 
Hatfield at 719-339-7831 to confirm that we have 
received your letter.

The Rabbi�s C
o

r
n

e
r

This Month�s Article 
�Messiah is Praise by Jewish Leader� 
By Dr. Oswald Garagorry of Aliyah Congregation.

Log-on to read at: 
www.aliyahcongregation.com

Shabbat (Saturday) Services, 10 a.m. 
19925 Monument Hill Road
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This little
piggy had 

toenail fungus

NOW OPEN IN LARKSPUR! 
9164 Spruce Mountain  

Road, Unit B 
Larkspur, CO 80118 

(720) 379-3584-
www.spa-medica.net 

*Limited Time Offer

           SKIN AND LASER CENTER 
For Men and Women 

This little piggy had none.
This little piggy had laser.
This little piggy wishes he

had some.
Pamper your piggies and 

kill the pathogens that 
cause fungus. Call for a 

FREE consultation 

Mention this ad, get two 
laser treatments for one 
toe for only $99 or four 

treatments for all 10 toes  
for only $399 (reg. $900)!*

Offer valid through Aug.31 

NEW YEAR! NEW YOU!  
Botox special: $975/unit*

Gift Certificates available! 
Give the gift of beautiful 

skin. 
Free Consultation. 

European Facials, 
Botox, Microdermabrasion, 
Laser hair removal, Laser 
for spider veins, Laser for 

sun spots, and Award 
Winning Obagi Medical 

Skin Care*

Learn to 
Skate!

16240 Old Denver Highway  
Monument

Please mention this ad when registering

Come chill with us! 
Back-to-School Special 

8 classes for $80*

Session Starts Mon., Aug. 12th
Register NOW! Class size is limited. 

Mondays 4:30 pm & 5:00 pm, Ages 3 through Adult 
Figure Skate Levels: Snowplow 1-FS 6, Ice Hockey Levels: 1-4

*Additional charges for rental skates and USFS membership may apply.

For information, www.RockyMountainSkatingAcademy.com 
or contact Deb at Sk8CoachDeb@gmail.com. 
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