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Above: Local artists, from left, Linda Close, 
Paul Mahle, and Terrie spells enjoy the last 
warm outdoor “plein air paint out” of the year at 
Monument Lake. Photo by Janet Sellers

Above: In mid-October, while pulling noxious 
weeds, volunteer Mike Gay holds up the toxic 
myrtle spurge weed; all parts of this weed are 
poisonous. These volunteers searched trail 
sides and removed the noxious weeds. The 
U.S. Forest Service recommends safe removal 
in hard-to-reach and steep areas by hoeing and 
hand pulling, tap root and all. Herbicides have a 
tragic effect on surrounding plant life that is vital to 
wetlands, soil protection and flood issues; mowing 
won’t eradicate the plants and can spread seeds. 
Photo by Janet Sellers.

For information, contact John Heiser at (719) 488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.


