
By Lisa Hatfield
The Palmer Lake Town Council voted to 
include the recreational marijuana retail 
sales question on the April mail-in ballot. 
Residents will also determine who the 
town’s next mayor and trustees will be 
on the same ballot. On Jan. 9, the trustees 
also talked about the need for each house-
hold to do more fuel mitigation work to 
reduce the town’s risk of a major wild-
fire, asked for resident input on sources 
of revenue for the town, and approved 
a business license for Helping Everyone 
Recover Colorado Inc.

Town Clerk Tara Berreth was ex-
cused from the meeting.

April marijuana ballot item
Background: In September 2013, because 
of a successful citizens’ petition, the 
Town Council repealed the recreational 
marijuana sales prohibition ordinance it 
had approved in August. Then it enacted a 
moratorium on sales of recreational mari-
juana, planning to submit the question 
to Palmer Lake residents this April. See 
http://www.ocn.me/v13n10.htm#pltc for 
more information.

On Jan. 9, the trustees unanimously 

approved adding the recreational marijua-
na sales question to the April ballot. Ber-
reth will work on specific ballot question 
language with Town Attorney Larry Gad-
dis. Specific town regulatory language for 
the sale of recreational marijuana will be 
developed if needed, once the results of 
the election are known. 

During public comments, Palmer 
Lake medical marijuana business owner 
Dino Salvatori asked that the town write 
the regulations before the election “just 
in case,” so that if sales are approved 
by Palmer Lake’s voters, he and other 
potential recreational marijuana retailers 
could be better prepared to meet demands 
“as soon as it would be allowed.” He dis-
cussed the short window of opportunity 
for the town of Palmer Lake to “make 
money (from fees and taxes on recre-
ational marijuana sales) before the state 
will take over in 2016.” 

April election of new 
trustees and mayor

Deputy Town Clerk Bob Radosevich 
explained to OCN after the meeting that 
all six trustee seats, as well as the mayor 
position, are up for election in 2014, 

See pages 24-27 for details of these 
and many other local events.

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Pre-
K and Kindergarten Registration 
Events, Wed., Feb. 5

The Heart of Monument, Sat., Feb. 8, 9 
a.m.-noon

HAP-py Feet Foot Care Clinic, Wed., 
Feb. 12

Free Stroke and Heart Attack 
Recognition Class, Wed., Feb. 12, 9:
30-11:30 a.m.

WMMI - Social Life in Western Mining 
Camps, Thu., Feb. 13, 5:30 p.m., 7 
p.m. lecture.

El Paso County Hazardous Materials 
& Recycling Collection Facility, Sat., 
Feb. 15, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Monument Library: AARP Smart 
Driver Course, Sat., Feb. 15, 1-5 p.m. 

30 Years of Love Benefit Concert 
featuring Colorado’s own FireFall, 
Sun., Feb. 16, 3-7 p.m. 

Palmer Lake Historical Society: Tom 
VanWormer presents Tri-Lakes Ice 
Production, Storage, and Delivery, 
Thu., Feb. 20, 7 p.m.

WMMI - PUBLISH! History and 
Science Writing for Teachers and 
Learners of All Ages, Sat., Feb. 22, 10 
a.m.-1 p.m.

Formal Wear Fashion Show, Sat., Feb. 
22, 6-8 p.m.

Meet the Finalists, Fri., March 7, 5-6:
30 p.m.

Pi = Pie Fun Run, Sat., Mar. 15, check in 
1:30 p.m., race at 2 p.m.

38th Annual Pine Forest Antiques, Home 
Décor & Garden Show and Sale, Sat., 
Apr. 26 and Sun., April. 27.

■
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Our Community News needs you now!
For 13 years, our volunteers have 

provided unbiased reporting on important 
local issues, including real estate develop-
ment, fire departments, school districts, 
and water availability. 

We have provided a platform for ad-
vertising local businesses without compe-
tition from larger markets.

We have published letters to the edi-
tor to allow you to express your opinions 
on events in the Tri-Lakes area.

Now we find that we have more tasks 
than we have volunteers. Some vital jobs 
where we could use your help:
• Helping keep track of advertisers and 

following up with potential advertis-
ers via phone and email.

• Laying out ads.
• Reporting on local meetings. You 

get down what they talked about and 
what they decided and our skilled 
copyeditors will help prepare your 
articles to run in the paper.

• Taking photos of local events.
• Putting together the layout of the 

paper. We use Adobe InDesign, so if 
you have prior experience with that 
program that would be a plus!

• Boxing papers to take to post offices 
and local businesses. 

• Updating our website (www.ocn.me) 
using FrontPage. 

The time involved varies greatly from job 
to job. OCN will provide whatever equip-
ment and training you need. 

Please join us today! Meet a group of 
interesting and committed people. Learn 
new skills – use your enthusiasm and 
creativity to benefit your community and 
celebrate unfiltered information.

If you can spare some time to help 
ensure that OCN continues to provide a 
vital service to our wonderful Tri-Lakes 
community, please contact us by Friday, 
Feb. 7.

Please call or text Lisa Hatfield, 
managing editor, at 339-7831, or email 
editor@ocn.me to see what you can con-
tribute. Contact us today! We are waiting 
to hear from you. ■
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Palmer Lake Town Council, Jan. 9

April ballot: trustees, mayor, 
and recreational marijuana

Above: On Jan. 16, Grammy Award winner Paula Cole won over a sold-out and 
enthusiastic audience at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA). Accompanied 
by a drummer and guitarist and playing a grand piano and guitar, Cole mixed 
songs from the first album, including Manitoba and Strong Beautiful Woman, 
with the familiar like I Don’t Want to Wait, used as the theme song on the TV 
show Dawson’s Creek, and a couple of the “hundreds of songs that were once 
lost to basements and attics because of moving around so much” early in her 
career. Throughout the evening, Cole displayed the vocal range that propelled 
her from small town Massachusetts to stages around the world. Information on 
upcoming events at the TLCA is at www.trilakesarts.org. Photo by David Futey. 
David Futey can be reached at dfutey@ocn.me.

Above: Monument Town Hall, Sept. 
6, 2011, OCN received a certificate 
of appreciation. OCN volunteers (L to 
R) Ronald Henrikson, Jim and Paula 
Kendrick, Bernard Minetti, John Heiser, 
Janet Sellers, Dave Futey, Susan 
Hindman, Chris Pollard, Candice Hitt, 
Natalie Barszcz, and Joyce Witte. 
OCN volunteers not pictured include 
Jim Adams, Judy Barnes, Wayne 
and RaeJean Claybaugh, Ann and 
Emma Gaydos, Elizabeth Hacker, 
Harriet Halbig, Lisa Hatfield, Kalynne 
Holm, Bill Kappel, Kate Wetterer, Mike 
Wicklund, Marv Young, and the staff at 
Covered Treasures Bookstore. Photo 
by Carolyn Henrikson.
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since last year all the slots were filled by 
appointment. Residents interested in run-
ning for mayor or serving as trustee for the 
roads, economic development, fire, police, 
park and recreation, or water departments 
can pick up petitions Feb. 10 at the town 
office and turn them in Feb. 28 to get their 
names on the April ballot.

Residents asked to do 
fire mitigation

Resident Judith Harrington and Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department (PLVFD) 
Chief John Vincent asked residents to 
take individual responsibility as soon as 
possible for reducing fuel loads, such as 

overgrown scrub oak, on their properties. 
Vincent said the town is over 100 years 
behind on burn cycles. This is due to the 
Palmer Lake area not having experienced 
naturally-occurring wildfires in the past 
century that would have thinned out un-
derbrush and pine trees. Vincent also said 
some town-owned land is out of compli-
ance with its own mitigation ordinances 
and that the town is in an extremely high 
hazard area.

Harrington cited the www.coloradow
ildfirerisk.com website, where people can 
look up a lot’s wildfire risk.

PLVFD’s new volunteer wildfire 
mitigation specialist, Margo Humes, and 
Harrington are pursuing several grants to 

help reduce the labor costs for residents 
doing mitigation, but some grants require 
cash matching funds. Residents who are 
ready to do mitigation work could com-
mit money upfront to the town to help win 
those grants, since the grants must go to 
municipalities, not individuals. 

Committee reports
Mayor Nikki McDonald reminded resi-
dents about the Jan. 18 town meeting for 
their input about future finances to main-
tain the fire and police departments and 
roads. The concern is that both property 
tax and sales tax revenues have been fall-
ing below expectations. The meeting also 
included discussion on retail marijuana 
sales. More similar meetings will occur 
this spring, she said.

McDonald said the Lucretia Vaile 
Museum is now owned by the town, which 
will accept sealed bids to do the renova-
tion work until March 1.

Police Trustee Bob Grado said 
Palmer Lake Police Department officers 
assisted in stopping a burglary in progress 
in Douglas County on Dec. 29. The sus-
pect who was arrested also had an active 
warrant out on him for attempted murder 
in El Paso County. They also responded 
to a domestic violence first-degree assault 
on Nov. 30 and made three DUI arrests in 
December. 

Fire Trustee Rich Kuehster applauded 
the PLVFD for a total of 24,339 volunteer 
hours in 2013. They responded to 395 
calls for the year, including 123 mutual 
aid calls. All 25 members will be certified 
firefighters by March. Fourteen are EMT 
certified, and 18 are wildland certified. 
Residents should call Abby Vierling or 
Humes at 719-481-2902 for free wildfire 
mitigation assessments and evacuation 
planning information.

(Continued on page 3)

PALMER LAKE (Cont. from page 1)

McCord�s
Garden Center 
 & Landscaping 

Call now for 
landscaping! 

Patios - Retaining Walls - Drive Ways - 
Xeriscaping - Complete Landscape Services 

The garden center will be open for the 
season on Saturday February 15th!

Spring is on its way! 

ARE VOLES AND 
POCKET GOPHERS 
TEARING UP YOUR 

YARD?
Voles and gophers cause the most  
damage during the winter months.

Call us now for our vole and gopher 
removal service. (No poisons used) 

719-640-1134
780 Hwy 105 

Palmer Lake, CO 80133 
www.mccordgardens.com

Above: Mackenzie Garcia, left, and 
Racquel Garcia started the nonprofit 
organization Helping Everyone 
Recover Colorado, Inc. after the 
Black Forest Fire to collect clothing 
and household items, including 
furniture, to give to families who 
lost their homes. Six months later 
the other big relief organizations 
are gone, Garcia said, “and we’re 
the little guy who keeps caring.” 
Mackenzie recently conducted a 
Christmas tree ornament drive at her 
school as another way of helping. 
For more information on how to help 
this local relief organization, see 
www.helpingeveryonerecover.org, a 
website donated to the organization 
by one of the victims it has helped, 
or visit its new location at Illumination 
Point in Palmer Lake. Photo by Lisa 
Hatfield.
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Water Trustee Michael 
Maddox said that a total of 4.3 
million gallons was used in De-
cember and that 21,000 feet of 
water line had been replaced in 
town this year.

Roads Trustee John 
Russell is working to de-
velop a program for road 
maintenance instead of 
emergency repairs.

New business 
license for nonprofit
The trustees unanimously 
approved a new business 
license for Helping Every-
one Recover Colorado, Inc., 
a nonprofit now located 
at Illumination Point. It is 
owned by Racquel Garcia 
but is the brainchild of her 
daughter Mackenzie. The 
organization collects cloth-
ing and household items, 
including furniture, to give 
away to families who lost 
their homes in the Black 
Forest Fire. See helpingev
eryonerecover.org for in-
formation.

Public comments
Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict Interim Superintendent 
Ted Bauman explained the 
timeline and process to 
search for a new superin-
tendent. The goal is to find 
a qualified candidate who 
will remain in the position 
at least five years. The Colo-
rado Association of School 
Boards (CASB) will con-
duct the search nationally, 
he said.

The trustees went 
into executive session at 7:
50 p.m. to discuss matters 
regarding personnel issues. 
They did not make any an-

nouncements after this session.
**********

The next regular meeting will be 
held at 6 p.m. Feb. 13 in Town 
Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Meet-
ings are normally the second 

Thursday of the month. Informa-
tion: 481-2953.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached 
at lisahatfield@ocn.me and at 

hpwordsmith@q.com and www.
HighPlainsWordsmith.com.
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Complete service 
comes to you! 

(719) 487-9119
service@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,  
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing, 
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts 
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes 

& Lighting, and more... 

Furniture Painting 
Workshops

Custom Window Coverings 

European Home 
Decor

Unique Home Accessories

BEST Paint in the World for Furniture!
No Stripping. No Sanding. No Priming.

125 Second St., Monument
719.265.9921
Tue - Fri 10-5

Sat 10-3
www.ShadesofAmber.net

 The Love Shop • 251 Front Street, Monument • 598-3348
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Donna M O'Bryant
Financial Advisor
.

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-487-0407

But the April 15 Deadline for IRA Contributions Isn’t.
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By Jim Adams
On Jan. 15, the Palmer Lake Planning Commission held 
a preliminary review of a potential application for a pro-
posed gun range east of the motocross club in Palmer 
Lake. The proposed site is on the south side of County 
Line Road, opposite the Greenland Open Space trailhead 
and north of Facinelli Motors.

Dan and Angela Robbins of Tri-Lakes Shooting Sup-
ply would like to acquire the land, which is owned by the 
Town of Palmer Lake, through a long-term lease, and 
establish a National Rifle Association-compliant regional 
gun shooting range with handgun and rifle bays and, 
eventually, a storefront. 

Their intent is to make Palmer Lake a destination 

location through competitions, gun clubs, and leagues. 
They project 500 walk-in visitors and 600 members that 
visit twice monthly. They estimated that an average visi-
tor would shoot one or two boxes of ammunition contain-
ing 50 rounds per box.

The planning commissioners discussed these poten-
tial issues: 
• Liability
• Security
• Traffic
• Lead abatement 
• Location and adjacent property concerns 
• Inability to discern criminal gunfire from gun range 

gunfire
The commissioners questioned the applicants at length 
about continued noise from people firing tens of thou-
sands of rounds of ammunition each month at the site.

One couple who lives near the lake supported a gun 
range, but questioned the noise levels.

ALTERATIONS SPECIALIST
On-Site Tailoring 

10% OFF
ALTERATIONS

Must present coupon at time of 
drop-off. Prepayment required. 
Cannot be combined with other 

offers. Expires 2/28/14.

487-0268
1030 W. Baptist Road 

By King Soopers 
M-F 7:30 am - 7 pm 

Sat. 8 am - 4 pm 

Palmer Lake Planning Commission, Jan. 15

Gun range proposed for Palmer Lake

Guitar Lessons
All Ages � All Levels  

All Styles 
Graduate of the prestigious Guitar Institute 

of Technology in Hollywood with  
20 years� Teaching Experience  

Call Mike at 487-8435 

FROM SURVIVE TO THRIVE Feb. 23 
For those who have had breast cancer + others*

www.YogaPathwaysStudio.com  481-4137  
755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile w. of Monument Safeway)

Yoga Pathways 
 Raleigh Dove, E-RYT 500, CYT

Public & Private Classes  
Specializing in Yoga Therapeutics 

Complete Bookkeeping & 
Payroll Services 

Quick Books Training & 
Setup � IRS Clean-Up  

Call: (H)719-488-2308 or (C)719-331-3003 
Email: bldoyle1@comcast.net 
www.bobbid.com

Good through 2/28/11Certified Quickbooks Pro Advisor

PAMELA J. RANSOM CPA, LLC

Monument School of Fine Arts 

Classes for Children and Adults. 
Start Now!

Call Janet Sellers at  
(719) 387-1890 

www.JanetSellers.com

A New Private  
Upscale 

Hair Studio 

$75
All over cut   

and highlight 
Good through 3/31/14

Faith: (719) 685-6988 
www.voguehairstudio735.com
735 Hillview Rd. Palmer Lake  

$89
One full set of 

eyelash extensions  
Good through 3/31/14

10% Discount 
for Seniors and 
the Military! 

Family Horse Boarding
For 1-2 geldings or mares on 12-acre family horse property. 

Barn, tack room, corral, arena, pasture and  
trailer parking. Grass hay fed. $300/month.

Call Rick at 481-6660
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The consensus of the commissioners was that such a 
facility is warranted in the area to reduce the amount of 
illegal shooting already happening on the Rampart Range 
and in the Red Rock Ranch area. 

Police Trustee Bob Grado expressed his support for 
the proposal. He also said that Town Attorney Larry Gad-
dis told him this was an acceptable proposal.

Questions about zoning for this property will be dis-

cussed at future meetings.
A sign was also retroactively approved.

**********
The next regular meeting will be held on Feb. 19 at 6 p.m. 
in Town Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Meetings are normally 
held on the third Wednesday of the month. Information: 
481-2953.

Jim Adams can be reached at jimadams@ocn.me. 

Marty Christensen 
Chartercraft Homes, Inc. 
(719) 481-9706 or (719) 499-9984 
Licensed and insured

� New construction 
� Remodeling 
� Basement finishing 

� Additions 
� Decks
� RV garages 

Home Construction and Remodeling

Fire mitigation, marijuana issues 
discussed at Palmer Lake town meeting

�2014 Real Estate Sales are UP� 
Call me today to Buy or Sell 

Call me today to list your 
home now. Inventory is low 

and prices are up! 

SPELLS I-SELL

Email: andyellis2010@gmail.com

Pikes Peak Views!

The ASPEN. 2005 built Eaglepointe  
Townhomes RANCHER. Convenient to 
UCCS, Shopping & open space. Main level 
living, 3 bd., 3 ba., living room w/gas FP and 
access to a covered patio/deck, formal dining, 
gourmet kitchen, granite countertops, laundry 
rm ., 9 ft. ceiling on main and lower level, 
stone/stucco exterior. Located in  
Rockrimmon. Complex amenities include 
Clubhouse, exercise rm, 50'x 25'pool, hot tub, 
78 acres of city open space next to complex. 
New carpet, new paint and extensive refin-
ished wood floors. Perfect! List Price $275K

Franktown - 11578 Heidemann Road  
List $929,000, Close 12/2013

Walden - 18065 Bakers Farm Road  
List $524,900, SOLD 11/2013

Palmer Lake - 49 Walnut Avenue  
List $319,000, SOLD 10/2013

Kings Deer - 19564 St. Giles Court  
List $965,000, SOLD 09/2013

�My Recent Sales
�

�200 Acres�

Bent Tree� Updated 
5700 sq. ft. home on lg. 
treed lot. Pikes Peak  
views. 5-6 bd., 4 ba. Slab 
granite in kit, lots of hard-
wood floors. LL rec room, 
FP & bonus room. Almost 
4 acres. Brand new roof 
included. 
AVAILABLE AT NEW 
LOW PRICE $589,500.  
http://
tour.circlepix.com/
home/U9B5SM

Seven things you must 
know before putting 

your home up for sale
Tri-Lakes � A new 
report has just been 
released which re-
veals seven costly 
mistakes that most 
homeowners make 
when selling their 
home, and a nine 
step system that 
can help you sell 
your home fast and for the most amount of money. 

This industry report shows clearly how the tradi-
tional ways of selling homes have become increas-
ingly less and less effective in today�s market. The 
fact of the matter is that fully three-quarters of home 
sellers do not get what they want for their homes and 
become disillusioned and � worse � financially disad-
vantaged when they put their homes on the market.  

As the report uncovers, most home sellers make 
seven deadly mistakes that cost them literally thou-
sands of dollars. The good news is that each and every 
one of these mistakes is entirely preventable. In an-
swer to this issue, industry insiders have prepared a 
free special report entitled �The 9 Step System to Get 
Your Home Sold Fast and For Top Dollar�. 

To order your FREE Special Report listen to a 
brief message about how to order your FREE copy 
of the report, CALL: 1-800-647-3989, ID 2000 

This report is courtesy of Parker St Claire LLC.  
Not intended to solicit sellers currently under contract. 

Free Wildfire Hazard 
Inspection 

Jon at Tree Man: 488-1818
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Douglas County Events Center 
500 Fairgrounds Dr., Castle Rock, 720-648-5558 
Proceeds benefit the Douglas/Elbert Task Force 

Tickets starting at $17 at  
������������������������������

By Jim Adams
The Town of Palmer Lake held a public meeting Jan. 18 
with two agenda items. One hour was dedicated to fire 
mitigation and a second hour to retail sales of recreational 
marijuana.

Wildfire mitigation
Wildfire mitigation specialist Margo Humes and Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department (PLVFD) Chief John 
Vincent spoke about the specific wildfire mitigation 
needs of Palmer Lake and of creating defensible spaces in 
the town through removal of overgrowth and thinning of 
trees. The intent was to explain that firefighters can only 
fight slow spreading grass fires. Dense foliage throughout 
Palmer Lake makes many areas impossible to defend, 
placing firefighters and residents in extreme peril. 

Many at the meeting were surprised to find out that 
the evacuation route in the event of fire is to the north. 
Highway 105 would be closed to eastbound traffic.

Property assessments are free through the PLVFD. 
Fire mitigation guidance and literature will be pro-
vided. Colorado Wildfire Mitigation matching grants 
are available to town residents. Work must be completed 
before June to receive the 50 percent matching funds. 
Reimbursement for time is calculated at $22.43 per hour. 
Contractor fees, equipment, fuel and related costs can be 
included up to $1,000 per acre. 

The town is looking for individuals interested in 
certifying as sawyers to man chainsaws in the event of 

wildfire. Contact the PLVFD.
Recreational marijuana issue

Dino Salvatori of Palmer Lake Wellness spoke about 
the potential revenue that could be generated from retail 
sales taxes on recreational marijuana and a proposed fee 
structure. He explained that the first wave of retail open-
ings is generating significant revenue for those commu-
nities choosing to opt in. Palmer Lake is missing out on 
potentially thousands of dollars each day in tax and fee 
revenues, he said.

Those in attendance generally appeared to be in favor 
of receiving the revenue that could be generated for the 
town from retail cannabis sales, because the town is very 
short on funds. The need for the Town Council to take 
action to tax and regulate cannabis was voiced by many. 
Others in attendance rejected recreational marijuana 
sales outright.

Another town meeting is scheduled for 9 a.m. Feb. 
15. Contact Palmer Lake Town Hall at 481-2953 or 
tara@palmer-lake.org if you would like to be on the email 
list for meeting notifications and agenda items.

Jim Adams can be reached at jimadams@ocn.me.
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By Jim Kendrick
Arkansas River basin water consultant Gary Barber, of 
WestWater Research LLC in Colorado Springs, discussed 
his proposed study to develop options for town purchase 
of renewable rights as well as investing in reuse of the 
town’s treated wastewater at the Jan. 6 meeting of the 
Monument Board of Trustees. 

On Dec. 16, Barber presented a proposed letter of 
engagement to the staff that was requested by the board 
on Dec. 2 after the board approved the renewable water 
source study Barber had proposed to the town staff on 
Nov. 27. 

On Jan. 6 the board again expressed frustration over 
the numerous delays that it had previously voted for be-
fore making any decisions regarding Barber’s renewable/
reuse water study proposal. The board then tabled the 
Dec. 16 letter of engagement because this contract was 
not distributed to the board members or Town Attorney 
Gary Shupp for their preliminary review until just before 
the Jan. 6 meeting. Trustee Jeff Bornstein had also asked 
that the contract be tabled until he could address the 
board in person. 

Trustees Bornstein and Jeff Kaiser were absent from 
the meeting. 

Recent background on Barber study 
The board has been considering the purchase of renew-
able water for the past eight years using saved funds from 
the town’s Acquisition, Storage, and Delivery (ASD) 
fund, which is funded by a voter approved 1-cent sales 
tax fee. The current amount available in the ASD fund 
for these normally restricted kinds of purchases is about 
$700,000. 

The town’s successful 1989 ballot issue language that 
created the 1-cent water sales tax states specified that the 
sole purpose and permitted use for the water tax revenue 
is the town water system. The separate ASD fund was 
created to avoid the TABOR restriction that tax revenues 
could not exceed 10 percent of the town’s water enterprise 
budget. (ocn.me/v5n11.htm#bot1017)

Each year $168,092 from the ASD fund is used pay 
the Colorado Water Conservation Board for the town’s an-
nual payment on the Monument Lake dam rehabilitation 
loan. Also, an ASD fund payment of $365,598 is made 
to Wells Fargo Securities each year for the construction 
lease-purchase loan for Town Hall. This non-water loan 
was approved by town voters in the November 2005 elec-
tion. These lease-purchase payments for Town Hall will 
continue until August 2016. 

During the Jan. 7, 2013 meeting, the board requested 
a briefing from Barber at a future board meeting on reuse 
options for providing sustainable water. 

At the March 18, 2013 board meeting, Town Water 
Attorney Bob Krassa and Town Water Resource Engi-
neer Bruce Lytle gave an hour-long presentation on the 
complexities of water law, ownership of various kinds 
of water rights, and the legal and practical pros and cons 

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Bud Gerathy 
Dr. Brad Burtwistle

Monument Board of Trustees, Jan. 6

Renewable water source 
investigation tabled

Now Open Sat.!

8 am - 2 pm

Mon - Fri: 7am - 6:00pm  Sat: 8am - 2pm  Sun: Closed 

Piano Lessons By Becky  
� 40+ years of teaching experience 
� Bachelors of Arts in Music 
� Tri-Lakes & Black Forest 
� Recitals twice a year 

Call 559-3837 

(719) 344-8920
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of purchasing and transporting 
renewable water to supplement 
groundwater wells versus invest-
ing in reuse infrastructure. Kras-
sa also gave a brief overview of 
the complexity of Monument’s 
various water law cases. 

There was a very technical 
question-and-answer period for 
the trustees to ask questions of 
these consultants who rarely 
meet directly with the board. 
Lytle generally supported reuse 
options while Krassa generally 
supported renewable water op-
tions. Both agreed with Barber 
that the town’s groundwater wells 
will continue to become less 
productive and ever more expen-
sive sources of drinking water. 
(ocn.me/v13n4.htm#bot0318)

On May 20, 2013 Sean 
Chambers, district manager of 
Cherokee Metropolitan Dis-
trict and president of the Pikes 
Peak Regional Water Authority 
(PPRWA), and Will Koger, a pro-
fessional engineer for Forsgren 
Associates Inc., gave a presenta-

tion to the board on a proposed 
$180,000 regional water supply 
feasibility study that Forsgren 
will perform for water suppliers 
in central and northern El Paso 
County. 

Chambers, Koger, and 
Barber recommended that the 

Town of Monument contribute 
to the cooperative study, which 
would “identify the critical water 
supply objectives of each of the 
participants, identify and ana-
lyze possible joint water supply 
projects to meet those objec-
tives, and plan for the necessary 
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Orthodontic Specialist

Doni  
Joins Monumental 

Styles & Co.!
Monumental 
Styles & Co. is 
proud to an-
nounce that 
experienced 
stylist Doni 
has joined 
our staff.  

Doni is offering  

Military Hair Cut  
Special: Only $13!*

Call Doni at  
(719) 650-5457!

* Active duty and retired military 
only. Feb. 8 through May 31.

Monumental Styles & Co.
1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25 
off Highway 105 & Knollwood. 

(719) 487-8660

Doni 
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agreements and actions to develop the 
more promising projects.” The board ap-
proved a $5,000 contribution to the study. 
(ocn.me/v13n6.htm#bot0520)

On Dec. 2, the board packet included 
a Nov. 27 proposal from Barber for a 
two-phase renewable water source in-
vestigation at a cost of $36,430. (ocn.me/
v13n12.htm#bot1202)

Town Manager Pamela Smith stated 
that the funding for any combination of 
renewable or reuse projects would come 
from the 2A Water Acquisition Fund of 
the town’s water enterprise fund once the 
fund’s revenues no longer are used to pay 
off the Town Hall construction loan at a 
rate of about $400,000 per year through 

August 2016. The amount available for 
water acquisition will then rise to about 
$500,000 to $750,000 per year. 

At the conclusion of the 45-minute 
discussion of all the factors that create 
uncertainty and require further study us-
ing economic and acquisition computer 
program analysis by Barber’s WestWater 
staff, the board agreed to move forward 
with the proposal. Barber said he would 
present a letter of engagement to the board 
on Dec. 16. 

However, Barber was not listed on 
the very short Dec. 16 agenda nor was a 
budget restatement agenda item. Mayor 
Travis Easton, Trustee Stan Gingrich, 
and Trustee Kaiser did not attend the 
25-minute Dec. 16 meeting. (ocn.me/
v14n1.htm#bot)

Barber engagement letter 
tabled on Jan. 6

On Jan. 6, shortly before the board meet-
ing, the trustees received emailed copies 
of Barber’s Dec. 16 Engagement Letter for 
Professional Services. The board declined 
to vote on the contract without time to 
read it. Smith apologized for not provid-
ing the proposed contract to the trustees 
sooner, and stated, “We had it.” Gingrich 
asked Shupp to read the proposed contract 
and provide comment at the Jan. 21 board 
meeting. Trustee Rafael Dominguez stat-
ed that Bornstein had also asked that the 
contract be tabled so that he could discuss 
it at a future board meeting. 

Barber stated that he planned to show 
the preliminary survey work on four op-
tions available to the town and review 
them with Krassa, Lytle, and Koger, then 
schedule an executive session with the 
board on Feb. 17. He would provide three 
or four recommendations on concepts, 
feasibility, design development, permit-
ting, and financing by April 1 at the end 
of Phase 1 due to the month-long delay in 
contract start-up. There may not be suf-
ficient definition of the preferable option 
until September for short-term grant ap-
plications. The staff will also be required 
to list the amount of matching funds that 
the town can provide. 

The trustees each expressed frus-
tration again about not having already 
made a decision to start Barber’s study. 
Smith replied, “Again, every meeting 
you talk about wanting to go forward and 
not wanting to talk it to death, but every 
meeting we put it out for going forward.” 
Gingrich said the board was not ready to 
vote on the engagement letter without a 
review by Shupp and didn’t see how the 
board could move forward any faster than 
that. 

Smith stated that she did not forward 
the Dec. 16 letter of engagement to the 

trustees because, in her and Tharnish’s 
opinions, it addressed everything the 
board had talked about. “We didn’t see 
it basically as a big deal,” she said, add-
ing, “We need to push forward at the next 
meeting.” 

Dominguez stated again that Born-
stein had asked that the contract be tabled 
until Bornstein could address the board in 
person. Dominguez then asked Easton to 
formally table the engagement letter and 
study proposal until the next board meet-
ing. After further discussion, the board 
asked Shupp to read the letter of engage-
ment and prepare a resolution for the town 
manager to execute a contract with Barber 
as a formal agenda item for the Jan. 21 
board meeting. 

Land purchase for new public 
works facility proposed

Smith proposed the purchase of vacant 
land on Old Denver Highway for a new 
Public Works Department facility and 
the Colorado Sports Center hockey rink. 
She proposed paying $5,000 per month 
for a lease to purchase agreement with 
landowner Mike Watt over the next three 
years. 

The accumulated $180,000 would 
apply toward the town’s purchase of 
five to six acres from Watt as well as a 
new leased public works building Watt 
proposed to construct for the town. She 
said the three-year lease would include 
the town’s “definite assurance to buy” the 
building and lot from Watt after the three 
years needed for the town to pay off the 
construction loan on Town Hall through 
August 2016 with ASD funds.

The consensus of the board was that 
the trustees were interested in the land 
but construction of the new public works 
facility would have to go out for bid. The 
board was also interested in self-fund-
ing construction of the facility in lieu of 
holding another election to request voter 
approval of using ASD fund revenues for 
another non-water building construction 
project. 

Watts’ proposal included the opportu-
nity to acquire adjacent vacant land to the 
north that would Watt would give to the 
town as protected Preble’s mouse habitat. 
Watt’s land is in the county and would 
have to be annexed into the town. 

MVEA zoning/plat/site plan 
changes approved

The board unanimously approved three 
ordinances for the 1.5-acre expansion of 
the Mountain View Electric Association’s 
(MVEA) Anderson Substation Subdivi-
sion, located on Jackson Creek Parkway 
north of Ent Federal Credit Union, for 
installation of new transformers and infra-

structure in order to be able to provide 
more power from this substation that 
has been in use since 1991: 
• A zoning change from Planned Resi-

dential Development-6 to Planned 
Industrial Development (PID)

• A preliminary/final PD plat for the 
expanded portion of the Anderson 
Substation Subdivision 

• A final PD site plan for the expanded 
portion of the Anderson Substation 
Subdivision 

These three ordinances were unani-
mously recommended for approval 
by the Monument Planning Com-
mission on Dec. 11 (www.ocn.me/
v14n1.htm#monpc1211). 

The property will now be 2.457 
acres and include two new easements on 
the north and east sides. The new ease-
ments will provide access for MVEA 
to plant and maintain the landscaping 
buffer area and screen wall. There is ad-
equate room on the south and west sides 
of the property for MVEA to maintain 

PIANO INSTRUCTION 

For beginning, intermediate or advanced pianists.  Do you need that  

special gift that will last a lifetime?  Does your piano student need 

 positive motivation and encouragement? 

Call Lois Williams @719.651.3312 

29 years of teaching experience 

Space is limited. 

 

 

    Benefits of Hosting a 
Foreign Exchange Student 
1.  No empty nest 
2.  No semi-empty nest 
3.  Great kids 
4.  Family dynamics 
5.  Discovery and fun ! 
Let’s talk about the 2014-2015 
school year now.   Sheryl Ellis,   
Monument, cell 321-536-9504 
Sheryl.Ellis@EFFoundation.org 
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the landscaping without ease-
ments. Director of Development 
Services Tom Kassawara praised 
David Waldner, MVEA’s manag-
er of engineering, for the utility’s 
cooperation throughout develop-
ment of these proposals. 

Front Range Animal 
Clinic replat approved

The board unanimously ap-
proved an ordinance for a replat 
of Vision Holding LLC’s Visions 
Second Subdivision in the north 
end of the Monument Plaza 
Shopping Center. The 4.71-acre 
vacant lot at 481 Highway 105, 

between the Columbine Restau-
rant and Serranos Coffee Co., be-
hind the Starbucks drive-through 
restaurant, would be split into 
two lots. The new northern 
1.00-acre lot would be used for 
the new Front Range Animal 
Hospital. The replat was rec-
ommended for approval by the 
Monument Planning Commis-
sion on Dec. 11. (www.ocn.me/
v14n1.htm#monpc1211)

The town staff is reviewing 
a site plan concurrently with the 
replat for the animal hospital. 
Since the Vision Holding prop-

erty is zoned C-1, the site plan is 
reviewed administratively. The 
hospital’s site plan will not be 
scheduled for either a Planning 
Commission or Board of Trust-
ees public hearing.

The approved replat Front 
Range will allow Front Range 
to expand its current operation 
and provide services for more 
animals. Front Range hopes to 

break ground at this new loca-
tion in February.
Goodwill bond approved
The board unanimously ap-
proved an emergency ordinance 
that authorized the town to issue 
a refunding and improvement 
variable rate revenue bond for a 
Discover Goodwill of Southern 
& Western Colorado Project, 
Series 2014, in an amount not 

to exceed $17 million to as-
sist Goodwill in financing and 
refinancing many of its retail 
facilities located in Monument 
and in El Paso County, Pueblo 
County, Mesa County, and Fre-
mont County. 

Under the state constitution, 
the Series 2014 Bond can’t “con-
stitute a debt or indebtedness” of 
the town. 

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 801321860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
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• Complimentary Exams
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• Extended Office Hours
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By Jim Kendrick
On Jan. 21, Public Works Director Tom Tharnish gave the 
Monument Board of Trustees an overview of five water 
studies the town will conduct in 2014. Then Arkansas 
River basin water consultant Gary Barber of WestWater 
Research LLC once again reviewed his yearlong prepara-
tion of a statement of work and letter of engagement for 
his proposed study to develop options for town purchase 
of renewable water rights as well as investment in reuse 
of the town’s treated wastewater and the possible effects 

of stormwater requirements. 
Approval of Barber’s Dec. 16 letter of engagement 

had been continued at the Jan. 6 board meeting, in part 
due to the absence of Trustee Jeff Bornstein. See the 
Monument article starting on page 6 for details. 

Bornstein was absent from the meeting, as he had 
been on Jan. 6. However, Mayor Travis Easton stated 
that this time Bornstein had asked Easton to call him so 
that he could participate in the discussion of the Barber 
contract agenda item by phone from out of town. But 

Planning commissioners reappointed
The board unanimously approved a resolution reappoint-
ing Ed DeLaney, Kathy Spence, David Gwisdalla, and 
Jim Fitzpatrick to serve as planning commissioners for 
two-year terms ending
Dec. 31, 2015.

Financial reports
The board unanimously approved three disbursements 
over $5,000:
• $16,703 to CIRSA Insurance for first-quarter work-

ers’ compensation coverage

• $18,003 to CIRSA Insurance for first-quarter liability 
insurance coverage

• $19,935 to Wells Fargo Brokerage Services for a lease 
payment on town administration equipment

The board also unanimously approved the November 
financial reports. 

Staff reports
Shupp stated he emailed the attorney representing Monu-
ment Sanitation District for approval of the town-district 
intergovernmental agreement (IGA) for the Downtown 
Sidewalk Project. Shupp noted that the district had ap-
proved the town’s amended IGA, according to the Dec. 19 
Monument Sanitation District meeting article in OCN. 

Kassawara said that he and Smith had talked about 
this issue that morning and did not know Monument Sani-
tation District had approved the amended IGA, but he had 
the engineers at Jacobs Engineering design the sidewalk 
on the west side of the district building to eliminate the 
district’s parking on Washington Street. 

Jim Kendrick of Monument Sanitation District oper-
ations stated that the district board approved the amended 
IGA on Dec. 19 and that the town should have already 
received it from the district’s attorney. Kendrick said he 
would have the amended IGA sent to the town again in 
the morning. 

Easton said “It looks like we’re almost there.” 
Kassawara said the town was looking to ask for bids 

on the sidewalk project this winter with a start-up in con-
struction in May.

New water rights issue raised
Smith said she had received an email from Krassa just 
before this board meeting in regard to Palmer Lake fil-
ing with the state for a change of one of its interests in 
the Anchor Ditch Case, which was filed with the Water 

Court in December. The change could affect the yield to 
Monument’s water rights in Monument Lake. This is a 
senior water right with an 1867 priority. There are two 
significant legal problems in this new case.

Under what is known as the Santa Fe Trail Ranch 
case, the Colorado Supreme Court ruled that in a change 
of water right, no credit will be given for use not within 
the decree. It appears from the application that this water 
right was decreed for railroad steam locomotive water 
supply, and has not been used for that purpose since about 
1957. This means that the calculation of the transferable 
consumptive use would require a lot of historic data, 
probably all zeroes for a long time. 

The railroad leased the steam locomotive water right 
to the Town of Palmer Lake in 1957, and the railroad com-
pany then sold this water right to Palmer Lake in 1982 
with a bargain and sale deed. This type of deed does not 
include any type of warranty for water rights. There may 
be evidence that the railroad abandoned this and other 
steam locomotive water rights prior to this deed. Whether 
or not Palmer Lake’s lease protected the water right from 
being a legal abandonment would be an open question.

Smith stated that Krassa recommended that Monu-
ment authorize him to file a statement of opposition in this 
case, which she did. 

Smith also noted that in a previous board meeting, the 
county-proposed transfer of the Santa Fe Trail to the town 
was thought to include the section up to the area between 
Second Street and Highway 105. However, the county’s 
proposed transfer only included the trail between Second 
and Third Streets. Kassawara is working with the county 
to possibly acquire the remainder of the trail.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
**********

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees, Jan. 21

Water consultant contract approvedPRESCOTT�S WAYGU BEEF 
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Charming home in town, walk to 
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Stunning setting and home on 2.6 
acre lot, walk to national forest and 
enjoy the views from every window!  
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including newer furnace, Anderson 
windows and doors, metal roof, 
custom kitchen and master bath, 
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Bornstein did not answer when contact was attempted by 
the staff. Town Manager Pamela Smith said she had spo-
ken with Bornstein earlier in the day and he was “leaning 
toward” approving Barber’s contract. 

At the conclusion of the lengthy technical discus-
sion, the board unanimously approved Barber’s letter of 
engagement. Barber said he would contact Town Water 
Attorney Bob Krassa and Town Water Resource Engineer 
Bruce Lytle so that all three could prepare for an execu-
tive session discussion of the various renewable and reuse 
water options, issues, and tradeoffs that can be funded 
with available water sales tax revenues. 

Barber noted again that in March, Krassa and Lytle 
disagreed during their briefing to the board on whether 
to pursue renewable or reuse solutions, and these differ-
ences need to be studied further. Reuse could provide up 
to about 10 percent of the town’s drinking water and a 
larger percentage of irrigation water to be determined. 
Conservation efforts have reduced the volume of water 
available for reuse while causing water rates to rise. 

Tharnish supported Barber’s proposal, saying he did 
not have the knowledge, budget, or the time to pursue wa-
ter rights out of town. 

Trustee Jeff Kaiser said Barber had met with him for 
2 1/2 hours to discuss these issues one-on-one. Barber 
also agreed to meet with Trustee Stan Gingrich for a one-
on-one review of town water issues. 

Major water studies
The following are some of the items Tharnish noted about 
the town’s six major water studies for 2014.
Regional Feasibility Study: This Forsgren Associates 
engineering study is a combined effort of the Pikes Peak 
Regional Water Authority, Cherokee Metro District, and 
Donala and Woodmoor Water and Sanitation Districts to 
examine the feasibility of installing a water pipeline from 
the Southern Delivery System to each of these water pro-
viders, including a line through the Black Forest region 
to Monument. The town has committed $5,000 toward 
the study. 
Regional Reuse Study: This Tetra Tech engineering 
study is a short-term project for Woodmoor, Donala, and 
the town but not the Triview Metropolitan District at this 
time. The study will help determine the feasibility of us-
ing treated wastewater as a source of potable water by this 
group of entities or in-house by the town. The cost of this 

study and the town’s share have not yet been determined. 
Renewable Water Study: This $36,430 WestWater Re-
search study will be conducted by Barber and his staff to 
determine water acquisition strategies and potential water 
rights purchases. 
Lawn Irrigation Return Flows: This $40,000 study by 
Lytle and Associates, the town’s consultant engineer, will 
investigate how to monitor the town’s adjudicated water 
used for irrigation and flowing underground. This volume 
of water has yet to be quantified. The study will show 
how to determine and use the amount of this water in 
these underground flows in the town’s water augmenta-
tion plan. 
Water Master Plan update: This two-year $50,000 
Forsgren engineering study started in 2013 and will help 
guide the town’s capital improvement plan and other wa-
ter operations. The plan last was revised in early 2000. 
Water Tank Site Study: Forsgren started this $17,750 
study last fall to determine how and where to store re-
newable water coming into the town. Three potential 
sites are being reviewed. 

Water conservation plan approved
The board formally approved a $3,000 five-year conser-
vation plan written by Linda Firth that will be adopted as 
a guideline for future town water planning improvements. 
There was a lengthy discussion of options for grants for 
reducing water distribution system leaks and installation 
of xeriscape landscaping.

Single-family homes to replace 
Vista Ridge patio homes

Four ordinances were proposed to change the zoning, 

plat, PD site plan, and annexation agreement for one of 
four Village Center at Woodmoor filings. The Village 
Center development is adjacent to the south side of High-
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way 105 from east of Knollwood 
Drive up to Lake Woodmoor 
Drive. Before it was purchased 
by current landowner WED LLC 
and annexed by Monument, this 
140-acre property was called the 
Wahlborg Addition. The pro-
posed changes were:
• A major amendment to the 

zoning and land use final PD 
site plan for the entire Vil-
lage Center at Woodmoor 
development.

• A replat for Village Center 
at Woodmoor filing 3A.

• A final PD site plan for filing 
3A.

• An amendment to the an-
nexation and development 
agreement for the Wahlborg 
Annexation and Village at 
Woodmoor. 

The 16.9-acre filing 3A is located 
north and west of Woodmoor 
Acres Drive. See vicinity map at 
the top of the next column.

The complicated 10-year 
history of land use actions for 
development of this formerly va-

cant 140-acre pasture is available 
to readers by doing an all words 
(lower radio button) search of 
“Wahlborg Addition” at the top 
center of the OCN website home 
page at www.ocn.me. 
Village Center site plan 
amendment approved

WED’s applicant, Classic Con-
sulting Engineers and Surveyors 
LLC, applied for an ordinance to 
approve a Major Amendment to 
the Zoning and Land Use Final 
PD Site Plan for the entire Vil-
lage Center at Woodmoor de-
velopment to replace the previ-
ously approved 104 patio homes 
with 75 detached single-family 
homes with a new final PD Site 

plan. The amendment included 
a reconfiguration of the open 
space and park areas, as well as 
a tabulation of the specific added 
and subtracted acreages.

The amended PD site plan 
creates eight new residential lots 
in Tract A (1.05 acres). Now that 
the town has no plans for Tract 
A, which WED donated to the 
town at the town’s request, WED 
asked the town to give it back. In 
return, WED will give the town 
a 3,164-square-foot lot in Tract A 
and build a new two-acre park in 
Filing 3A. The net land transfer 
from the town to WED is 0.96 
acre. The town has already 
agreed to WED’s proposed revi-
sions to residential landscaping 
for these eight new steep resi-
dential lots. 

All the new infrastructure 
will be built at the same time. 
It will be owned by the town, 
rather than the Village Center 
Metropolitan District, as previ-
ously approved by the board. 
However, the infrastructure will 
be maintained by the metro dis-
trict at no expense to the town. 

Principal Planner Mike 
Pesicka reported that the origi-
nal Village Center Zoning and 
Land Use Final PD Site Plan, 
composed of four filings, was 
approved by the board in No-
vember 2004. This plan included 
an unspecified patio home devel-
opment for filing 3 with a gross 
density of six to eight dwelling 
units per acre, resulting in up 
to 104 homes. A boundary plat 
for this property was approved 
by the board in 2006. The plat 
showed the various large acreage 
lots and tracts, as well as road 
rights-of-way for Gold Canyon 
Road and Mining Way. However, 
no individual residential lots 
were platted at that time since 
development was not imminent. 

Now that a Replat and Final 
PD Site Plan are being proposed 
by the owner of the property, 
the original PD Site Plan for the 
entire Village Center property 
must be amended to include the 
new proposal for single-family 
homes in filing 3A. Several other 
changes are being proposed 
with the amended PD Site Plan, 
including a finalization of the de-
velopment of the open space and 
park requirements and build-out. 
A revised overall layout of the 
Village Center master-planned 
community showing the loca-
tions of the new proposed park 
and modified open space areas, 
as well as a tabulation of the add-
ed and subtracted acreages, are 
included in this amended plan. 

In the original annexation 
agreement approved by the town 
in 2004, the public streets in Vil-
lage Center were dedicated to 
the Village Center Metropolitan 
District instead of the town. 
The staff requested that the an-
nexation agreement be revised 
to indicate that all public rights-
of-way are to be dedicated to the 
town. All the subsequent plats 
for Village Center dedicated 
public rights-of-way to the town. 
Minor changes will also need to 
be made to the annexation agree-
ment to incorporate the proposed 
change in use and revised set-
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backs for the new detached single-family 
homes. A separate ordinance must be ap-
proved by the Board of Trustees. 

Since the original developer of the 
land, WED LLC, still has some obliga-
tions for the construction of open space 
and park improvements pursuant to the 
original PD site plan approval in 2004, the 
staff has required that an escrow agree-
ment be executed between WED and the 
town to ensure that these required public 
improvements are constructed within a 
reasonable period. The escrow agreement 
was approved by the board on Aug. 19, 
2013, and the installation of the required 
landscaping in Filings 1, 2, and 3 is now 
nearing completion.

The current traffic studies for this 
amendment do not warrant a traffic signal 
for the Gold Canyon intersection on High-
way 105 or a signal and turn lane upgrade 
at Knollwood Drive. The county may con-
sider a traffic signal for Gold Canyon Road 
in 2015 when it widens Highway 105. 

The proposed amendment to the 
preliminary/final PD site plan conforms 
to the PD site plan review and approval 
criteria in the town code.

Kyle Campbell of Classic Consulting 
Engineers and Surveyors LLC offered 
to answer questions from the board for 
WED, noting he had nothing to add to 
Kassawara’s presentation.

There was an extensive technical 
discussion about whether or not the town, 
the metro district, or the adjacent property 
owner would be responsible for repairing/
replacing cracked sidewalks located in 
town road right-of-way. This has been a 
problem in Jackson Creek subdivisions 
within Triview Metropolitan District. 

The sidewalk issue may be addressed 
in Village Center by the separate amend-
ment to the annexation and development 
agreement. 

Replat for filing 3A approved 
Kassawara reported that the original ap-
proval for the Village Center Preliminary 
PD Site Plan, composed of four filings, 
was approved by the Board of Trustees 
in November 2004. A boundary plat for 
this property, with no individual lots, 
was approved by the Board of Trustees 
in 2006. It showed the various large acre-
age lots and tracts as well as right-of-way 
for Gold Canyon Road and Mining Way. 
This previously recorded boundary plat is 
included in the replat drawings as the “As-
Platted” property description.

Kassawara reported that the original 
plat reserved 2.08 acres for open space 
within the main buildable area of the plat-
ted property. The proposed replat would 
dedicate 2.02 acres of land that will now 
be developed as a park rather than being 
left as open space. The park will be built 
by the developer of the site and maintained 
by the Village Center Metropolitan Dis-
trict at no expense to the town.

The original Tract A, which is owned 
by the Town of Monument, was platted as 
a 4.07-acre tract. The original size of this 
donated property on the master plan for 
the entire Village Center development was 
3.11 acres for a new town police building 
that was never built due to high cost es-
timates. At the time of the original filing 
3 plat, the town was seeking a public-
private partnership with a senior housing 
developer who needed roughly 4 acres to 
build a senior living facility. As a result, 
the property owners transferred a 0.96-
acre portion of buildable land to the town. 
Since the developer did not build the facil-
ity, the property owners wish to reclaim 
the area for the construction of homes, as 
originally contemplated. .

Village Center filing 1 consists of 
detached single-family homes on smaller 
lots (3,000 to 4,000 square feet). Filing 2 

consists of detached single-family homes 
on quarter-acre to half-acre lots, or about 
10,890 to 21,780 square feet. Filing 3A 
now consists of 75 single-home lots on a 
net acreage of 9.952 acres for an average 
lot size of 5,780 square feet, ranging from 
4,376 to 10,016 square feet, for a net den-
sity of 7.54 dwelling units per acre. 

The proposed replat is in confor-
mance with the final plat criteria of the 
town’s municipal zoning code and the 
town’s subdivision regulations.

Kassawara recommended one con-
dition for board approval of the replat 
request:
1. Any necessary technical corrections 

shall be made prior to recording of 
the annexation ordinance.

Final PD Site Plan for filing 3A 
(Vista Ridge) approved

The staff report for this final filing 3A PD 
site plan contained very similar informa-
tion to that contained in the two staff 
reports noted above. There was no public 
comment for or against the final PD site 
plan during the open portion of the public 
hearing. The final PD site plan conforms 
to the PD site plan review and approval 
criteria in the town code.

The Planning Commission voted 
6-0 to recommend approval of the major 
amendment, replat, and Filing 3A final PD 
site plan to the board at its Dec. 17, 2013 
hearing. 

There was no public comment for 
or against any of these three ordinances 
during the open portion of the public 
hearing. 

The board voted 6-0 to approve all 
three ordinances with the recommended 
conditions of approval. 

Annexation and development 
agreement amendment tabled

At the recommendation of Town Attorney 
Gary Shupp, Mayor Easton requested 
a motion to continue this annexation 
amendment ordinance due to late posting 
of this agenda item to the next meeting, 
Feb. 3, so that it would not have to be re-
posted. The amendment consisted of three 
revisions:
• Allow detached single-family homes 

where patio homes were initially con-
templated.

• Revise setbacks for the new detached 
single-family product.

• Transfer ownership of the develop-
ment’s roadways from the Village 
Center Metropolitan District to the 
town.

Dale Beggs, owner of WED, said, “This 
has been a long journey. We’ve been 
through a lot of staff, planning, and 
people and it’s to Mr. Kassawara’s credit 
that we’re here. He and his staff have been 
very diligent through some very troubling 
problems. I just wanted to thank him pub-
licly.” 
Lake of the Rockies Annexation 

No. 2 and Zoning Map 
approved

Landowner Jerry Biggs of BK-LOR LLC 
applied for board approval for annexation 
and zoning of two BK-LOR parcels of 
land immediately adjacent to the already 
annexed BK-LOR Lake of the Rockies 
parcel on Mitchell Avenue just south of 
the Second Street intersection. The total 
amount of land annexed was 3.57 acres. 
The two parcels will have PD zoning to 
match the existing PD zoning of the larger 
Lake of the Rockies parcel. 

Parcel A is a thin 0.47-acre sliver 
that lies along the western boundary of 
the large already annexed parcel. The 
middle of this narrow strip is adjacent to 
the east side of the Monument Lake Dam. 
See vicinity map shown at the top of the 
next column.

Parcel B is a 3.10-acre strip adjacent 
to the west side of the railroad tracks that 
extends south of the intersection of Mitch-
ell Avenue and the access road to Monu-
ment Lake. It was previously owned by the 
railroad and will be deeded by BK-LOR 
to the town as right-of-way for Mitchell 
Avenue. 

The staff annexation package in-
cluded a Dec. 3 letter from Palmer Lake 
Sanitation District Manager Becky Orcutt 
to BK-LOR consultant Kyle Campbell of 
Classic Consulting Engineers and Survey-
ors LLC stating that the district expects to 
be able to serve homes built on the Lake 
of the Rockies parcel, while noting 
that there had been no district review 
of any formal plans or any engineered 
sewer plans from BK-LOR. 

Kassawara recommended a condi-
tion of approval that prior to recording 
the Annexation Map, BK-LOR will 
submit, in writing, to the Development 
Services Department, confirmation 
from Palmer Lake Sanitation District 
that it intends to serve the properties 
and have the capacity to do so.

Consultant Land Planner Tim 
Seibert of NES Inc. stated that Lake 
of the Rockies would formally seek 
inclusion by Palmer Lake Sanitation 
District at the regular Feb. 11 district 
board meeting. NES has submitted the 

required construction plans to the district 
for its review at the Feb. 11 public hear-
ing. 

Kassawara stated that the two parcels 
meet state annexation statute requirements 
that at least one-sixth (16.67 percent) of 
the property boundary must be contigu-
ous with existing town limits, which in 
this case are the boundaries of the already 
annexed BK-LOR parcel. He reported that 
the annexation also meets all other state 
annexation requirements and all relevant 
Monument Comprehensive Plan land use 
and annexation principles, policies, and 
guidelines. 

The annexation was unanimously 
recommended for approval by the 
Monument Planning Commission dur-
ing its Dec. 17 public hearing. (ocn.me/
v14n1.htm#monpc1217)

Kassawara recommended three con-
ditions for board approval of the annexa-
tion request:
1. Any necessary technical corrections 
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shall be made prior to recording of 
the annexation ordinance.

2. The two parcels (Parcels A and B) shall 
be included by reference in the exist-
ing Lake of the Rockies Annexation 
Agreement by the ordinance approv-
ing the annexation.

3. An executed petition for inclusion into 
the Palmer Lake Sanitation District 
shall be provided to the Development 
Services Department prior to recor-
dation of the annexation map.

There was no public comment for or 
against annexation during the open por-
tion of the public hearing. 

The board unanimously approved the 
Lake of the Rockies Retreat and Camping 
Resort Annexation No. 2 request for these 
two parcels, with town PD zoning, with 
the conditions noted above. 

BK-LOR will next seek town ap-
proval of an amended PD site plan for the 
Lake of the Rockies development. 

Monument Sanitation District 
IGA continued

The Town of Monument, using grants and 
its own funding, is constructing sidewalks 
and curbing in downtown Monument. 
Some existing parking spaces have been 
reconfigured. The Monument Sanitation 
District board approved an intergovern-
mental agreement (IGA) with the town, as 
amended by the town, on Dec. 19 regard-
ing parking issues adjacent to the district’s 
property and the creation of a downtown 
public gathering space in front of the dis-
trict’s building. The staff recommended 
that the board approve the resolution for 
this IGA subject to a legal description 
being inserted in the Exhibit to the IGA 
concerning the easement being granted by 
the district for the gathering area. (See the 
article on Jan. 6 board meeting starting on 
page 6 for more details on this issue.)

The district’s attorney, Steve Mul-
liken, provided this legal description and 

an easement document to the board dur-
ing the discussion of this item. He also 
provided a copy of the IGA that had been 
approved by the district board to Mayor 
Easton, since the IGA was not included in 
the board’s staff package. Kassawara and 
Shupp said they thought the IGA was in 
the package. 

Approval of the resolution, easement, 
and IGA were continued to Feb. 3 since 
the IGA was not provided to the trustees 
for their review before the meeting. Wick-
lund asked that the IGA be approved first 
on Feb. 3 since the IGA refers to the ease-
ment as an attachment. Construction for 
the sidewalk project will begin in May. 

In other matters, the board approved 
a payment of $140,958 to Triview Met-
ropolitan District for November sales tax 
($134,131), December motor vehicle tax 
($6,717), and December Regional Build-
ing Department sales tax ($110). 

Staff reports and updates
Shupp stated a motion has been filed to 
dismiss litigation against two Monument 
police officers who were assisting in an 
effort to keep the peace. The amount of 
attorneys’ cost to date is $14,604, and the 
expected expense to conclude the case 
will be $42,395. The town has a $5,000 
insurance deductible with CIRSA.

Kassawara reported that the town 
hired Tom Martinez as the town’s new 
engineering assistant. His first day was 
Monday, Jan. 13. Smith added that “We 
are thrilled with Mr. Martinez” and his 
stormwater experience. 

Eight new single-family home build-
ing permits were issued in November and 
December, all in Triview, for a total of 80 
permits for the year, with 63 in Triview. 

The town is seeking Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation (CDOT) approval 
for three wayfinding signs for I-25 Exit 
161 ramp rights-of-way. Three other new 
wayfaring signs will be installed on High-
way 105 at the Third Street and Washing-
ton Street intersections and on Old Denver 
Highway north of the Baptist Road inter-
section. These signs would point motorists 
toward downtown businesses. 

The town received its first sidewalks 
project grant check from CDOT for 
$31,335. CDOT is paying for 80 percent 
of this project. 

Tharnish reported that tons of sedi-
ment and rock that have accumulated in 
the Monument Lake dam spillway since 
it was reconstructed in 2001 are being 
removed, dam drains on the back of 
the dam are being cleaned, downstream 
Monument Creek shorelines are being 
“reshaped,” and sections of mouse habitat 
are being moved. 

Chief Jacob Shirk and the Monument 
Police Department hosted another suc-
cessful year of Santa on Patrol with assis-
tance from Tri-Lakes Monument Fire De-
partment, Palmer Lake Fire Department, 
District 38, Texas Roadhouse, and Wells 

Fargo. The department is continuing to in-
terview candidates to fill an empty police 
officer billet. 

Smith noted that Forest Lakes Metro 
District declined to store water for Triview 
Metro District in its Bristlecone reservoir 
at its last board meeting. Monument and 
Triview are now working on an agreement 
to store Centre Development’s water from 
Beaver Creek in Monument Lake. Centre 
Development will pay Triview $675,000. 
Triview will then pay Monument for stor-
age in Monument Lake. The money will 
go into an ancillary fund to help pay for 
lake improvements, such as dredging. The 
agreement is currently in the hands of the 
attorneys and will come to the board once 
the draft is approved. 

The town will be hiring a full-time 
bookkeeper. 

Public comments
Ted Bauman said he wanted to reintroduce 
himself to the board as interim superin-
tendent of Lewis-Palmer School District 
38 again. He noted that the Colorado As-
sociation of School Boards (CASB) will 
administer a nationwide search for a new 
superintendent to replace John Borman 
following his departure on Dec. 31. The 
closing date for applications for the super-
intendent position is Feb. 11. The school 
board and CASB will screen the applica-
tions to determine the potential finalists. 
Background checks on these potential 
finalists will be conducted by CASB. 

Interviews will be conducted on 
March 7 and 8. Bauman said he would 
bring the finalists to Town Hall during 
“visitation day” on March 7. The inter-
views will conducted by four groups on 

March 8. The selected superintendent 
will be introduced at the March 20 D-38 
school board meeting. Bauman said he 
looked forward to getting back to focusing 
again on the school district’s mission to 
prepare students to be successful learners, 
productive citizens, and caring contribu-
tors to society. He said he would introduce 
the new superintendent at a future board 
meeting. 
Thanksgiving dinner thank you

Mayor Easton, with the assistance of 
President Ted Rinebarger and volunteer 
Allen Alchian of Tri-Lakes Health Ad-
vocacy Partnership, presented plaques to 
several people and organizations for the 
2013 Community Coming Together free 
Thanksgiving dinner served to 160 people 
at Rosie’s Diner. (www.trilakeshap.org/
cct.php) Town plaques were given to 
Rosie’s owner AB Tellez and these organi-
zations: HAP, Texas Roadhouse, Monarch 
Merchandising, Nobel Cisco, Safeway, 
Best Foods, Village Inn, Monument Acad-
emy, and Tri-Lakes Printing. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 
p.m.

**********
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
on Feb. 3 at Monument Town Hall, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd. Meetings are normally 
held on the first and third Monday of the 
month. However, the second meeting of 
the month will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 
18 due to the Presidents’ Day holiday 
on Feb. 17. Information: 884-8017 or 
www.townofmonument.org/meetings/.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Above: At the Jan. 21 Monument Board of Trustees meeting Mayor Travis 
Easton, with the assistance of President Ted Rinebarger and volunteer Allen 
Alchian of Tri-Lakes Health Adocacy Partnership, presented a town “Thank 
You” plaque to Rosie’s Diner owner AB Tellez for serving 160 free Community 
Coming Together Thanksgiving dinners to area residents. Town plaques were 
also given to these organizations for their support of this very successful event: 
HAP, Texas Roadhouse, Monarch Merchandising, Nobel Cisco, Safeway, Best 
Foods, Village Inn, Monument Academy, and Tri-Lakes Printing. Photo by Jim 
Kendrick.
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By Susan Hindman
Communication with Colorado 
Springs Utilities (CSU) about 
connecting to its wastewater 
treatment system has begun, 
Dave Frisch of GMS Inc., an en-
gineering firm, told the Academy 
Water and Sanitation District 
board at the Jan. 15 meeting. He 
said the people he had spoken 
with were actively working on 
next steps, including drafting an 
intergovernmental agreement. 

Frisch said that in February, 
GMS will conduct field survey-
ing of the area along Smith 
Creek where a new pipeline 
would carry wastewater from the 
district’s treatment facility on 
Spring Valley Drive to the CSU 
connection point on Northgate 
Road. Currently, Academy’s 
treated wastewater is discharged 
to the creek. He said GMS should 
know by the end of the month if a 
lift station would need to be built 
along this pipeline’s route. How-
ever, building a lift station would 

boost the cost significantly, so 
Frisch and the board hope this 
won’t be necessary. 

The board approved spend-
ing up to $300 for an initial 
meeting with a public relations 
firm to discuss how to educate 
residents about the new mill levy 
that will be required to pay for 
the connection.

The current need on the 
wastewater side is the result of 
new state regulations, which 
passed two years ago despite 
vigorous opposition by most 
wastewater treatment facilities 
across the state. While CSU also 
faces complying with the new 
regulations, connecting with 
CSU would help spread out the 
costs among more customers. 

Though the Academy board 
hasn’t voted on a specific solu-
tion among the three offered by 
GMS — building a new treat-
ment facility, connecting with 
the Donala Water and Sanita-
tion District, or going with CSU 

— the CSU option has been 
pursued because, at this point, it 
doesn’t require building anything 
mechanical, said board President 
Richard DuPont. 

May elections of 
directors

Two board positions are up for 
re-election on May 6: Walt Reiss 
and Susan Hindman. They will 
need to submit self-nomination 
forms by Feb. 28 if they wish 
to continue serving. The call for 
nominations will be published in 
the Gazette Feb. 5-20; if there 
are not more nominees than posi-
tions open, then the election will 
be canceled in early March.

**********
The Academy Water and Sani-
tation District board meets at 
6 p.m. the third Wednesday of 
every month at the fire station on 
Gleneagle and Jessie Drives. The 
next meeting is Feb. 19.
Susan Hindman can be reached 

at susanhindman@ocn.me.

By Jim Kendrick
On Jan. 16, Donala Water and 
Sanitation District General 
Manager Kip Petersen reported 
that he had received a Bureau 
of Reclamation short-term stor-
age contract for 2014 that will 
allow Donala to continue to store 
its renewable surface water from 
its Willow Creek Ranch property 
near Leadville in the Pueblo Res-
ervoir. This renewable water is 
transported north in a Colorado 
Springs Utilities (CSU) pipeline, 
treated by CSU, then delivered to 

the Donala distribution system 
primarily during the high de-
mand irrigation season. 

The cost of this CSU-treated 
water is higher than the cost 
of producing treated Donala 
groundwater, but it relieves the 
pressure on Donala’s various 
wells. The delivery of treated 
Willow Creek renewable water 
was reliable and effective in 
2013. The board unanimously 
approved a resolution authoriz-
ing Donala board President Bill 
George to sign the 2014 short-

term storage contract. 
The board unanimously ap-

proved the regular board meeting 
schedule for 2014. Meetings will 
continue to be held at 1:30 p.m 
in the district conference room 
on the third Thursday of each 
month. However, there will be 
no meeting in November and 
the 2015 budget hearing will be 
held on Dec. 4 at 1:30 p.m. in the 
district conference room. 

Repairs for hail damage 
at the Upper Monument Creek 
Regional Wastewater Treatment 

Support Our Community.
Shop Tri-Lakes!

Academy Water and Sanitation District, Jan. 15

First steps taken toward 
connection option with CSU

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Jan. 16

Pueblo Reservoir renewable water 
storage contract approved

RAP
CONCERT

Rap Artist Saylah 
pre-launches Fuel 
Church and brings 

awareness to 
India Save the  

Girl Child Campaign 
Sun., Feb. 16, 5-7:30 pm 

Lewis Palmer Middle 
School in Monument 
Tickets: $5 in advance,  

$7 at the door 
www.fuelchurch.org  
1-844-FUEL-4-ME  
(1-844-383-5463)  

info@fuel.org 
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By Harriet Halbig
The Board of Education of Lewis-Palmer School District 
38 continued to discuss the search for a new superinten-
dent, the new teacher evaluation process, and financial 
planning for the future on Jan. 16.
Superintendent application deadline nears

Bob Cito of the Colorado Association of School Boards 
(CASB) reported on progress in the search for a new 
permanent superintendent. He said he was here before 
Christmas to hold meetings among various focus groups 
regarding qualities they looked for in a superintendent. 
The qualities sought are experience in education, in-
structional leadership, and business skills. Cito said the 
individual should possess a management style that could 
incorporate state and federal mandates in the operation 
and success of the district. Innovative problem solving is 
critical. The superintendent must be willing to be visible 
in the schools and the community and possess communi-
cations skills with the staff and the community. Integrity 
is essential.

Cito said that four questions on the application would 
require research into the district before answering. The 
application form may be seen on CASB.org. 

The position was advertised beginning in late De-
cember, with an application deadline of Feb. 11. At that 
time the board will review the applications and select a 

number of them for further exploration.
CASB will do background checks on this group of 

candidates. Finalists will be announced 14 days ahead of 
the interviews, which will be held on March 7 and 8.

By the date of this meeting, three completed applica-
tions had been received, two from out of state. Cito said 
that his experience has shown that most applications will 
be received late in the application period. 

Board President Mark Pfoff said that the average 
term of recent superintendents has been 2 1/2 years. He 
was concerned about how to address this.

Cito said it is important to look at the resumes of ap-
plicants to see the longevity of their previous positions. It 
is also essential that candidates understand the strengths 
and challenges of the district when considering accepting 
the position.

Cito said that CASB would like to see a candidate 
who would stay for five to seven years. He also said that 
there are ways to structure a contract to encourage a can-
didate to stay.

Fund balance/liability planning
Board Vice President John Mann explained charts that 
he and Assistant Superintendent Cheryl Wangeman pre-
pared regarding the district’s assets and liabilities.

He said that when the board refinanced the lease on 
the administration building, there were relatively few 
funds available in relation to the district’s debt. Low 
interest rates at that time allowed the district to have the 
use of an additional $75,000 per year for the purchase of 
technology and other uses.

Due to a partial rebound of the economy and increase 
in real estate values and resulting tax income, the district 
now has more revenue in relation to its debt.

Mann said the decision to be made now is whether to 
retire the debt from the administration building’s lease, 
which would yield $250,000 to $500,000 annually in sav-
ings, or continue to stay the present course.

The board’s financial advisor, David Bell of Stifel, 
Nicolaus and Co., gave the board a few alternatives of 
action. He said that, were the district to retire the debt, it 
still has a very good credit rating should it need to borrow 
again. There is no guarantee about the direction of the 
economy in the years to come.

He said that in 2008-09 the state allowed districts 
to borrow for working capital purposes, not just for con-
struction. The board decided to borrow and extend repay-
ment in case of emergencies. The district could borrow 
from the fund in the short term and still use the funds for 
long-term capital projects such as infrastructure or bus 
purchases.

Mann said that the decision is how much liquid funds 
the district needs.

Pfoff commented that any decision should take into 
account the next three to five years.

Board Secretary Robb Pike said that the board has 
long worked under the condition that any financial deci-
sion would not jeopardize the completion of the current 
school year.

Mann said that he would like Interim Superintendent 
Ted Bauman to return to the board a list of capital projects 
that would benefit the district, in order of priority.

Teacher evaluations 
Director of Personnel Bob Foster explained changes in 
the teacher evaluation process as a result of the Teacher 
Effectiveness Act, which evaluates teachers 50 percent 
on the basis of their professional practices and 50 percent 
on the academic growth of their students.

Under the new law, all teachers will be evaluated on 
an annual basis. After three years of effective teaching, 
individuals will achieve non-probationary status. After 
two years of ineffective teaching, individuals will be 
returned to probationary status.

Foster said that the complex evaluation process, in-
volving a 15-page document for each individual about his 
or her professional practices, several classroom observa-
tions, and documentation of student progress, is causing 
a considerable workload for principals. Teachers are also 
required to complete self-evaluations.

All evaluations are conveyed electronically to the 
Colorado Department of Education.

One of the greatest challenges is that 70 percent of 
teachers do not teach subjects that are easily quantified 
because they are not part of the testing process. These 
include such subjects as the arts and physical education. 
Also, employees such as psychologists and occupational 
therapists will be hard to evaluate.

These difficulties are yet to be solved. Mann com-
mented that he is concerned about the time involved in 
the process.

When asked what good would result from the pro-
cess in such a high achieving district, Foster said that 
sometimes the conversations between the teachers and 
principals may yield new best practices.

2013-14 budget adjustments
Wangeman reported an increase of about $400,000 in 
income for the district due to increased state funding 
because of a larger student count and increased specific 
ownership tax revenue.

The board approved the school calendars for the 
2014-15 and 2015-16 school years. The calendars may be 
found on the district website, lewispalmer.org.

Students of the Lewis-Palmer Home School Enrich-
ment Academy performed for the board. Teacher Melissa 
Carpenter reported that the academy now has 81 students 
through the eighth grade.

**********
The Board of Education of the Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict meets at 6 p.m. on the third Thursday of each month 
in the district’s Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monu-
ment. The next meeting will be on Feb. 20.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Facility will be completed when the weather improves 
and there is no ice on the metal roof. 

Petersen noted that he 2013 audit will be conducted 
by Hoelting & Co. in March. The board unanimously ap-
proved a minor update to the district’s investment policy 
to correct typographical errors. The district received one 
tap fee payment of $1,500 from Triview Metropolitan 
District. This reduced Triview’s outstanding balance to 
$746,542 under the agreement in which Donala financed 
a portion of Triview’s share of the cost of expanding the 
Upper Monument Creek facility. 

There was a brief discussion of the Jan. 15 Tri-Lakes 
Tribune article “Donala raises water rates 20 percent.” 
Board members noted that the January district newsletter 
to customers showed that this rate increase was merely 
part of a multiyear plan to raise rates over several years 
until revenues are high enough to cover water operation 
expenses. This long-term plan has been discussed numer-
ous times in newsletters to Donala constituents and in 
OCN articles on Donala board meetings. George noted 
that despite the front page Tribune photo of a wooden 
water pipe, Donala does not have any wooden pipes in its 

distribution system. 
The meeting went into executive session at 3:22 p.m. 

to discuss personnel issues. 
**********

The next meeting will be held at 1:30 p.m. on Feb. 20 
in the district conference room at 15850 Holbein Drive. 
Meetings are normally held on the third Thursday of the 
month. Information: 488-3603.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me. 

Students of the Lewis-Palmer Home School 
Enrichment Academy performed for the board. 
Above: Teacher Rose Dunphey accompanied 
Hannah Kelly and Leah Dunphey as they sang. 
Below: Trace, Brock, and Austin Rouser, left to 
right, performed a comedy skit. Photos by Harriet 
Halbig.

Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education, Jan. 16

Superintendent search progresses

Embrace 
your natural 

curls! 
As a curly haired person 
myself, I understand your 
hair challenges. Say 
goodbye to dry, dull, frizzy 
hair, and the dreaded 
triangle head! I have 
extensive training in the 
latest cutting & styling techniques for all types of 
natural curly hair. Let me help you discover your 
curl potential!

Call Monumental Styles & CO,  
and ask for Cathy!

 I am an ADVANCED Inspired, DevaCurl Stylist, 
trained in NYC, Curly Hair Artistry certified, GA

Monumental Styles & Co.
1445 Cipriani Loop, east of I-25 
off Highway 105 & Knollwood. 

(719) 487-8660

Cathy Thompson 

225 North Gate Blvd. www.wmmi.org (719) 488-0880

Thursday, February 13th, 6 pm
Social Life in Western Mining Camps

Exhibit Opening & Heritage Lecture with Fawn Amber Montoya 
The settlement of this region involved more than just the lone 
prospector and his donkey or the silver magnet and his opera 
houses. Women, children, and all sorts of people made their 
homes here and built the state and region as we know it today. 
Learn about the living and working conditions of life in the 19th 
century West.  

Saturday, February 22nd  
PUBLISH! Writing Class with Steven Veatch!  

This informative workshop will include topics like basic research, 
writing techniques and tips, using illustrations, science photogra-
phy and publication issues. A certificate will be awarded upon 
completion. $20 for adults, $10 for students (under 22). WMMI 
Members $5 OFF adult admission, $2 OFF student admission.  
Limit 30 people. Register:  rsvp@wmmi.org, (719) 488-0880. 
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By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer District 38 Special Education Advi-
sory Committee was offered training on family, school, 
and community partnering in education at its Jan. 15 
meeting. The meeting was moderated by Beth Schaffner 
of the PEAK Parent Center in Colorado Springs. Also 
participating were Dr. Cathy Lines, chair of the State Ad-
visory Council for Parent Involvement in Education, and 
Dr. Darcy Hutchins, Family Partnership director for the 

Colorado Department of Education (CDE).
The PEAK Parent Center is Colorado’s federally 

designated Parent Training and Information Center. It 
provides training to groups while also offering one-on-
one assistance, conferences, and publications. 

By Harriet Halbig
Palmer Ridge High School Principal Gary Gabel and 
Lewis-Palmer High School Principal Sandi Brandl pre-
sented each school’s School Performance Framework 
and Unified Improvement Plan to the District Account-
ability Advisory Committee for its approval Jan. 14 prior 
to submitting the documents to the state Department of 
Education.

The committee divided into two groups to hear the 
detailed descriptions and then reconvened for reporting 
of the results.

Palmer Ridge High School scores
Gabel reported that Palmer Ridge scored as “meets or 
exceeds” in the four categories tracked by the state. These 
are academic achievement (exceeds), academic growth 
(meets), academic growth gaps (meets), and postsecond-
ary and workforce readiness (exceeds). The total score 
(of a possible 100 points) was 82.4 for the 2012-13 school 
year, a significant increase over the 2011-12 score of 72.
Gabel said that he is particularly proud that the school 
met all goals in the growth gap category, which measures 
progress over a year’s time for students in subgroups such 
as those with disabilities, those on free/reduced lunch, 
and minorities.

Gabel attributed the improvements in math and read-
ing in the growth gap area to continuity of instructors and 
using assessments to determine appropriate classes for 
students. Reading was emphasized across the curriculum, 
as was writing. Writing is particularly stressed in ninth 
grade, and Gabel said that the English and social studies 
departments will collaborate on writing instruction for 
10th-graders.

He said that the postsecondary score is based on 
the option of seven years to graduation, to include those 
who attend the Transitions program until the age of 21. 
These students have met the academic requirements but 
do not receive a diploma until they leave the program. 
The school has not yet been in existence for seven years. 
For this reason, the score in that aspect of the document 
should improve over the next two years.

Gabel said that the school’s challenges are in the 
areas of reading for students with disabilities and read-
ing and writing for students needing to catch up. In both 
cases students are approaching the targets set in previous 
documents.

When asked how progress is monitored among those 

students failing to meet expectations, Gabel said that at 
the beginning of each semester, teachers are given a list 
of those whose progress is considered unsatisfactory or in 
need of catching up. Teachers are then aware of the stu-
dents requiring extra attention and monitoring. If a stu-
dent is getting a D or an F in a subject, an email is sent to 
the student’s parents. There are four data points required 
each year to monitor the progress of these students.

Gabel said that he invited several graduates to de-
scribe how well prepared they felt when they continued 
to college. They told him that they valued being held ac-
countable for their achievements, he said.

Lewis-Palmer High School scores
Lewis-Palmer High School scored “exceeds” in academic 
achievements, “meets” in academic growth, “approach-
ing” in academic growth gaps, and “exceeds” in post-
secondary and workforce readiness for a total of 82.8 
points.

The school’s improvement plan said that, although 
some targets in the growth gap area were not met, they 
improved over a year’s time.

Priority performance challenges were those on 
free/reduced-price lunch, students with disabilities, and 
students needing to catch up in reading, all subgroups in 
math and writing for students with disabilities and stu-
dents needing to catch up. 

Causes were identified as students not being provided 
with consistent direct reading instruction and support in 
the classroom. Disadvantaged students were not provided 
with consistent direct math instruction and support and 
additional math support outside of the classroom. Fo-
cused writing support was not provided in the Learning 
Center.

The use of frequent assessments and analysis of data 
will be stressed in the effort to improve results.

When asked whether there is an online component to 
the district’s instruction, Director of Assessment, Gifted 
Education and Technology Lori Benton said that there are 
supplemental materials online that can be tailored to the 
individual.

She also said that the fact that many future tests will 
be taken online may make a difference in scores.

DAAC gave provisional approval to each school’s 
framework and improvement plan.

Superintendent search
Board of Education Liaison John Magerko said that the 

search for a new superintendent is now underway and be-
ing administered by the Colorado Association of School 
Boards (CASB). The search is nationwide, and by late 
February the candidates will be reviewed and background 
checks administered.

Magerko also said that CASB holds a legislative 
conference in late February during which members may 
meet with legislators and members of the state Board of 
Education. A primary topic of discussion will be the state 
budget and potential changes in taxation.

Communications plan
Community Relations Manager Robin Adair spoke 

about the district’s current initiatives. She pointed out that 
there is a communications advisory committee, consisting 
of district and community representatives and a member 
of the Board of Education. This committee sets goals and 
discusses the overall district communications plan. There 
is one large plan and several campaigns within it.

A goal is to convey a consistent message with the 
use a consistent brand, expand the use of media and the 
Internet, and evaluate the effectiveness of efforts and the 
opinions of target audiences.

Adair explained the open enrollment initiative for 
February and distributed a list of media outlets, postings, 
meetings, and other activities in support of the district. 
These include contacts with realtors, publication of infor-
mation in relocation guides (military and civilian), and 
press conferences.

Under development is a mobile app that will be 
funded from outside sources and will contain such in-
formation as sports calendars, grades, assignments, and 
other information.

**********
The District Accountability Advisory Committee of 
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 meets at 7 p.m. on the 
second Tuesday of each month. Locations vary. The next 
meeting will be held on Feb. 11 at Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School, 1776 Woodmoor Drive, Monument.
Harriet Halbig may be reached at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Columbine 
Gardens

Chinese Restaurant 

Locally-owned and operated. 
Serving the Tri-Lakes area  

for 23 years!
481 Hwy 105, #201, Monument 

(719) 481-2311     (719) 481-1936 
Mon-Thu 11-9, Fri 11-9:30, Sat. 11:30-9 

Open Sundays 3:30-8:00 
February Special! 

FREE cheese wonton
Dine-in or take-out with $25 purchase. Exp. 2/28/14.

Special Education Advisory Committee, Jan. 15

Family, school, community partnering 
training offered

Yukie 
Stauffer 
Aesthetician

February Special*
Holistic Skincare �Osmosis� 

Hydrating Facial $65 

Valentine�s Day Special*
Treat your special someone to  

Sanitas Relaxation Facial $39.95
(40 min. No extraction)

267 Washington St., Monument 
(719) 358-7961

*Expires Feb. 28th

QUALITY AUTO REPAIR
SUBARU • HONDA • TOYOTA

and other ASIAN imports
Call today: 488-6729

707 County Line Rd., Palmer Lake
Mon-Fri. 7:30 - 5:30

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 2/28/13

District Accountability Advisory Committee, Jan. 14

High schools present Unified Improvement Plans
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By Bernard Minetti
At the Jan. 11 meeting of the Northern El Paso County 
Coalition of Community Organizations (NEPCO), Pikes 
Peak National Bank President Robin Roberts presented a 
short seminar on actions to be taken by homeowners as-
sociations (HOAs) before and after a fire or flood. 

The seminar used information from disasters such as 
the Waldo Canyon and Black Forest Fires and flooding in 
Manitou Springs and Cheyenne Canyon. 

Roberts listed actions that can minimize the “un-
knowns” about disasters that HOAs face:
• Effective communications preparations are essential. 

This is accomplished by updating email and contact 
lists and keeping them current, ensuring that all 
homeowners are signed up for reverse 911 and that 
all elderly persons are signed up for 211. Websites 
should be kept up to date, and information should be 
updated through newsletter distribution and social 
media outlets.

• HOAs should keep all covenants updated and provide 
easy access to documents for homeowners by ensur-
ing that there is a board of directors and an active 
architectural standards committee.

• Covenants should address what would happen if all 
or part of the community is destroyed. Will the com-
munity use one builder or several? What will be the 
architectural standards of the rebuilt community? 
Who will control the rebuilding process?

• Are common-area items such as the sprinkler sys-
tem, curbs and gutters, and landscaping insured? 
Have homeowners been urged to consider insuring 
foundations? She noted that foundations could be 
damaged or weakened in such a way that replacement 
is required.

• Mitigation for floods and fires should be coordinated 
with a local fire agency. Ensure that important items 
are not stored in basements where they can be dam-
aged by a flood or fire. Hold evacuation drills that 
involve the public safety and fire agencies. Hold di-
saster preparedness meetings.

• HOAs should bring homeowners together as soon as 
possible after a disaster. Ask for their help in coor-
dinating and facilitating the recovery process. Let 
homeowners know if a special assessment is required 
to support the recovery process.

• As an HOA, recognize that a disaster can be the occa-
sion for new opportunities such as new architectural 
designs, xeriscaping, rebuilding with new fire-resis-
tant materials, and initiating flood mitigation proce-
dures.

• Most important is to set up communication channels 
before a disaster strikes your community.

Recreational marijuana discussion avoided
Woodmoor Improvement Association board President 
and NEPCO member Jim Hale asked the NEPCO board 
and membership to discuss the effects on local property 
values should Palmer Lake allow recreational marijuana 
sales. NEPCO board President Dave Powell declined to 
allow the subject to be discussed, stating that it was a 
“political issue.” Following the meeting, in a discussion 
with Hale, he stressed the urgency and the importance of 
a review of marijuana issue because it could pertain to 
property values in the Palmer Lake area.

Transportation Committee report
NEPCO Transportation Committee Chairperson Tom 
Vierzba said the Powers/I-25 Interchange would be com-
plete within five years. He also noted that the high-speed 
rail system that is being designed would be on the same 
path as I-25. 

Schaffner said that family involvement in education 
includes supporting homework, seeing that students ar-
rive at school on time and ready to learn, and being aware 
of how students are progressing. 

Director of Exceptional Student Services Mary Anne 
Fleury said that D-38 is the recipient of a grant involving 
the Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS), a new pro-
tocol that will replace Response to Intervention. At this 
time, MTSS is in use at Lewis-Palmer High School, Lew-
is-Palmer Middle School, and Palmer Lake Elementary.

This new program focuses on academics and behav-
ior together, because a child who struggles academically 
often has behavior problems as well. The new approach is 
not to view what is “wrong” with children who struggle, 
but how general education classroom practices can be 
changed to help them succeed. If outside intervention or 
support is needed, it will be provided.

The goal of the CDE is to ensure that all children 
reach their highest potential. The goal of PEAK Parent 
Center is to equip families of children with disabilities 
with strategies to advocate effectively for their children 
in the school setting and beyond.

In an exercise, the participants concluded that respect 
is essential in relationships between parents and teachers, 
students and teachers, and special education and general 
education teachers. It is only through respect and coop-
eration that the goal of reaching maximum achievement 
can be reached.

Schaffner stressed that children spend 70 percent 
of their waking hours outside of school and this is what 
makes partnering so essential. Ensuring that homework 
is completed, monitoring TV and online time, and offer-

ing enriching after-school activities are among the re-
sponsibilities of parents. Schaffner explained an activity 
known as interactive homework to involve parents in the 
child’s learning. Interactive homework could involve the 
child interviewing a parent or explaining what he or she 
learned that week.

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (oth-
erwise known as No Child Left Behind) defines parent 
involvement as integral to a child’s learning and said that 
parents should be full partners in the education process.

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 
2004 also stated that the role and responsibility of parents 
and participation of families of children with disabilities 
should be stressed.

The Response to Intervention law of 2007 required 
that parents of children with disabilities must be kept 
informed about the amount and nature of data collected 
about the student, strategies for increasing the child’s 
rate of learning, and results of assessments of the child’s 
progress.

The most recent legislation mentioned was the 
2012 Colorado Read to Ensure Academic Development 
(READ) Act in which parents play a central role in sup-
porting a child’s learning to read. The parent is encour-
aged to support the student’s success at home, to work 
with the teacher, and to supplement the instruction the 
student receives at school. Parents are to receive ongoing, 
regular updates concerning the student’s progress.

The shift in responsibility is away from school-cre-
ated plans explained to parents to plans developed by the 
parents and the schools together. Homework is seen as 
a home-school link and communication tool. Ongoing 
two-way communication is stressed. Learning is focused 
more on outcomes than on compliance by the student in 

the classroom.
The State Advisory Council for Parent Involvement 

in Education was created by the Colorado General As-
sembly in 2009 to review best practices and recommend 
strategies to increase parent involvement, thus helping 
to raise the level of student achievement throughout the 
state.

With the new stress on accountability, parents 
must learn to understand the data collected to measure 
achievement. When asked whether the district has enough 
evidence to know whether the new system is working, 
Fleury said that much of the progress would be reflected 
in growth gap scores in school performance framework 
documents (See the article on the District Accountability 
Advisory Committee on page 17).

In addition to data developed in the school, it is im-
portant for families to share observations about behaviors 
in the home and any difficulties at home that may contrib-
ute to difficulties at school.

When asked how a parent can improve his or her 
communication with the school, Fleury suggested that the 
parent first speak to the teacher involved. Another option 
is to call Special Education Parent Liaison Michelle Nay, 
who will often mediate between parents and the district. 
Schaffner also suggested that, should the district not be 
able to offer the necessary programs or support, the par-
ent should contact PEAK Parent.

**********
The Special Education Advisory Committee meets at 6:
30 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month in the 
district’s Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. 
The next meeting will be on Feb. 12.

Harriet Halbig can be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

It�s not about the many homes I�ve Sold,  
It�s all about my Clients! 

Call me to discuss how I can help you!

(719) 492-3974 Cell
MARK RUDOLPH 

Mark�s 
photo goes 

here

STETSON HILLS 
* Why Wait for New?* Move-in Ready* 
Open Floor Plan* 3Bed/ 3Bath/ 2Car* 

2,645 Square Feet* Private Main Level 
Master Suite & Laundry* Breakfast Bar/ 
Stainless Appliances* Unfinished Base-

ment* Tons of Hardwood* $230,000* 

WOLF RANCH 
* Colorado Lodge Style* Ranch* 

4Bed/3Bath/3Car* 4,194 Square Feet* 
Quality Goetzman Home* Perfect Condi-

tion* All the Upgrades* Great Room/ 
Office/ Theater Area/ Rec Room/ Wet Bar/ 

Workshop* Next to Park* $435,000* 

Photo 1 

Photo 2 

Photo 3 

Photo 4 

T HE FINEST
HOMES, SERVICE & RESULTS

LIVE ON GOLF COURSE 
* To Be Built* High Country Homes* 

Ranch* 4-5Bed/4Bath/3Car* Main Level 
Master* Gourmet Kitchen* Office/ Game 
Room/ Gym* Top Quality* 3,542 Sq. Ft.* 
Huge Mtn. & City Views* Backs to Broad-

moor Mountain Course* $699,000* 

ROCKRIMMON GEM 
* Fabulous Foliage* Lots-of-Privacy* 
Well Maintained* 4Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car* 
2,874 Square Feet* Updated Kitchen 
and Baths* Huge Deck: Perfect for 

Entertaining* Near Everything!* Peace 
and Tranquility*

Northern El Paso County Coalition of Community Organizations, Jan. 11

HOAs advised to prepare for disasters

A Gift of Time
Specializing in  

Residential Cleaning
Overwhelmed? 

Want your home spic and span? 

Call Stacy today! (719) 930-2178 
Weekly � Bi-weekly � Monthly � Move-outs � Move-ins.



Page 18 Vol. 14 No. 2Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME Page 19Saturday, February 1, 2014

**********
The next NEPCO general mem-
bership meeting will take place 

at 10 a.m. March 8 at the Monu-
ment Town Hall. The speaker 
will be Colorado HOA Informa-

tion Officer Gary Kujawski, who 
said he is particularly interested 
in hearing from HOA members 

who are dealing with dictatorial 
boards. NEPCO members and 
nonmembers are welcome to 

attend.
Bernard Minetti may be contact-
ed at bernardminetti@ocn.me.

By Harriet Halbig
The Board of Directors of the 
Woodmoor Improvement As-
sociation (WIA) discussed fire 
mitigation, mail thefts, and other 
topics at its Jan. 22 meeting.

Board President Jim Hale 
thanked outgoing board mem-
bers W. Lee Murray, Kristin 
Reimann, and Anne Stevens-
Gountanis for their service. He 
said that Murray is considering 
serving as a Common Area cap-
tain to continue his involvement 
with the association.

NEPCO meeting
Hale reported that he had attend-
ed a meeting of the Northern El 
Paso County Coalition of Com-
munity Organizations (NEPCO) 
and learned that there is a reverse 
211 service for individuals who 
might need help in the event of 
an evacuation. He suggested 
mentioning it in an upcoming 
WIA newsletter.

Other subjects discussed 
at the NEPCO meeting were 
strategies an association may use 
during the rebuilding of a com-
munity after a disaster and the 
necessity of removing trees that 
might make evacuation difficult 
or impossible in the event of fire.

Woodmoor Public Safety 
(WPS) Chief Kevin Nielsen said 
that his group has made a list of 
such trees on county property 
and that the county had declined 
to remove them.

Forestry Director Eric Gross 
said that in Woodmoor, property 
lines extend to the pavement, so 
property owners are responsible 
for the vegetation. He said that 
the easement next to the road 
exists only in the event that pipes 
or wires need to be dug up for 
repairs.

Nielsen commented that in 
the past the county has some-
times removed trees within the 
easement.

Hale said that he mentioned 
at the NEPCO meeting that he 
was concerned about increased 
traffic and crime if Palmer Lake 
approves the sale of recreational 
marijuana in the town.

Homeowners Association 
manager Matt Beseau reported 
that there is a bill in the state 
House regarding administrative 
fees from homeowners associa-
tions.

Beseau said that Wi-Fi is 
now available for WIA employ-
ees in the Barn and he is inquir-
ing as to whether it could be used 
during committee meetings in 
the building.

Treasurer Tom Schoemaker 
reported that the association 
ended the year 0.5 percent under 
budget.

More mail thefts
Nielsen reported that there have 
been two more incidents of mail 
theft, both on Silver Horn Lane in 
the northern area of Woodmoor. 

He has reported the incidents to 
the sheriff and the Postal Ser-
vice. He said the only absolute 
solution to the problem is the use 
of locking mailboxes. Installing 
cluster mailboxes is prohibitively 
expensive and can only be done 
with 100 percent participation. 
Hale suggested that WPS might 
follow a postal vehicle occasion-
ally as a deterrent.

Architectural Control Direc-
tor Darren Rouse reported that 
the Project Design Standards 
Manual has been approved and 
published following board and 
membership review.

Fire mitigation
Gross reported that the Forestry 
Committee has distributed the 
remaining fire mitigation grant 
funds for 2013 and is now seek-
ing a new source of funding. 
Among the 2014 events planned 
by the committee are a Do It 
Yourself Fire Mitigation tour 
of firewise homes in the com-
munity. Several chipping days, 
a Firewise Community Day 
and a possible panel discussion 
of causes of the Waldo Canyon 
and Black Forest Fires are also 
planned.

Murray reported that the 
broken fountain in front of the 
Barn will be replaced at the ex-
pense of the person who broke 
it. He also reported that some 
additional furniture has been 
purchased for the deck of the 

Barn and other public areas.
Secretary Jeff Gerhart re-

ported that enough ballots have 
been received to constitute a 
quorum in advance of the an-
nual membership meeting. He 
also said that three members of 

the League of Women Voters 
will oversee the sign-in process 
and accept or alter ballots from 
members during the meeting on 
Jan. 27. 
Harriet Halbig can be reached 

at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Annual Meeting, Jan. 27

Fire prevention, emergency 
response among priorities

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, Jan. 22

Fire mitigation, mail thefts reviewed

By Harriet Halbig
Outgoing board President Jim 
Hale spoke of the Woodmoor 
Improvement Association’s 
(WIA) accomplishments in 2013 
and its goals for this year at the 
annual membership meeting and 
board election on Jan. 27. He said 
the WIA has given continued 
attention to fire prevention and 
the creation of an emergency 
response plan.

Hale also spoke briefly 
about plans for development 
along Woodmoor Drive between 
the fire station and Moorwood. 
This area would be called the 
Dunes at Woodmoor and would 
contain 56 single-family homes 
by several builders. Additional 
development will take place 
north of the Barn.

Candidates for the board 
mentioned concerns about the 
cost of water and the viability 
of the Monument Hill Country 
Club, which is located within 
Woodmoor’s boundaries but not 
owned by the community. There 
are fears that, should the club 
cease to operate the golf course, 
the land will be used for develop-
ment, lowering property values.

Three candidates were 
elected to the board: current 
board Vice President Kirstin 
Reimann, Mark Ponti, and Erik 
Stensland.

The Vincent Elorie Award 
to an outstanding citizen of 
Woodmoor was presented to 
Anne Stevens-Gountanis for her 
years of service on the Archi-
tectural Control Committee, on 
the Board of Directors, and as a 
WIA representative to NEPCO.

President’s Awards were 
presented to Mark Ponti and Lisa 
Hatfield for their contributions in 
2013 and to Craig Gaydos and 

Jim Woodman for their contribu-
tions in 2012.

Good Neighbor Awards 
were presented to Dick and Kar-
en Green and David and Wendy 
Reineke.
Harriet Halbig can be reached 

at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Above: Anne Stevens-
Gountanis, left, and WIA 

President Jim Hale. Photo 
by Harriet Halbig.
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Guidelines for letters to the editor are on page 27.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even if the letter writer is an OCN volunteer. 

Dreaming of Palmer Lake 
You folks have one of the absolute best little towns on the 
planet!

Having travelled the world many a time, I have seen 
quite a few places in my life, but when I dream of where 
I’d like to settle down and stay—it’s always Palmer Lake, 
Colorado.

You see folks, I’ve had the pleasure to have met so 
many nice people in your town, eat there, stay there—fall 
in love there—and I just have to think that although many 
of you know it’s a great place, many of you also don’t fully 
appreciate it for what it is.

Do you have “issues” or problems there? Well of 
course you do! But it’s OK because of the people who live 
there, call it home and work and strive to fix problems 
as they come up and realize that no matter what, Palmer 

Lake is a wonderful place to live.
I don’t know if life will bring me back there or not 

to fully realize my dreams, but I’m sure hoping so. Enjoy 
and appreciate your town—I know I do!
Dean Hutson
Grandview, Mo.

Voters didn’t think through marijuana issue
Thanks from families to the majority of Colorado citizens 
voting to make marijuana legal. Thanks for letting our 
children know that it’s OK to get high and making it easier 
to introduce our children to drug use. Thanks for helping 
parents in that they no longer need to be concerned about 
teaching their children against drug use, but only about 
responsible drug use. Thanks for not giving any thought 
to the difficulty you have added to parents struggling with 
their pre-teens and teens using alcohol or drugs. Thanks 
for making Colorado a less family-friendly state. Thanks 
for helping to take away the drive and initiative for self-
improvement by providing an escape from reality. Thanks 
for addicting our local and state governments to the tax 
revenue from marijuana sales. 

All will have to pay for your selfish feel-good attitude 
and dumb logic in not thinking this all the way through 
when you voted. I only hope that all our local govern-
ments in El Paso County have the foresight and guts to say 
no to marijuana sales. 
Richard Muegge
Pleasant View

D-38 School Board wins sign it 
before you read it award

It was revealed at this month’s School Board meeting that 
the promised money saving D-38 Certificates of Partici-
pation (COP) redemption cannot occur in 2014 as “always 
intended” without using Legal Defeasance. Defeasance 
definition says “this usually requires a team of attorneys, 
banking experts, and financial professionals.” Read that 
as more wasted refinance costs, legal fees, and broken 
financial contracts risking deteriorating district credit 
ratings. 

After two years of D-38 financial manager status 
meetings on COP redemption status, citizen warnings, 

and the board refusing to respond to questions or con-
cerns, these consequences seemed surprising to our lead-
ership. Review the D-38 video tape of January’s board 
meeting and over and over you hear our board members 
distancing themselves as “not financial experts.” Hello! 
Our community and teachers placed faith in you to do just 
that, provide financial oversight, or at least pay attention 
to your fiduciary responsibilities to provide improvements 
in our kids’ D-38 educational environment.
Gordon Reichal

Effective teaching in District 38
I would like to congratulate the teachers and administra-
tors of District 38 for their talent, skills, and dedication 
as the district implements the Teacher Effectiveness Act, 
better known as Senate Bill 191 (SB 191).

The Teacher Effectiveness Act was passed by the 
Colorado Legislature in 2010 and the implementation is 
managed by the Colorado Department of Education. This 
act has many components that are designed to improve 
instruction for our students. It provides a rubric of five 
core teaching standards that focuses on student learning 
as a result of teachers teaching. Teachers are challenged 
to equip students with the ability to not just learn skills or 
a set of facts, but to evaluate information and apply it in a 
world of ever-growing complexity and information avail-
ability. However, this comprehensive rubric is just half of 
a teacher’s evaluation.

By law, the other 50 percent of a teacher’s evalua-
tion is based on student growth data. This data comes 
from individual students, schools, and the district as a 
whole. Teachers of subjects not tested by the state, such 
as art, music, and physical education, have been working 
together to create their own assessments.

As with any new system, the new teacher evaluation 
system presents challenges. Maintaining focus on stu-
dents and teachers has been a hallmark of D-38 education. 
So, as we face increasing state mandates we continue to 
work on making all of the changes relevant; pursuing an 
excellent education.
Bob Foster
Director of Personnel and Student Services
Lewis-Palmer School District 38
■

By Bill Kappel
Overall, the temperatures and precipitation for January 
were about average. However, this simply represented the 
middle ground between the extremes, as two significant 
intrusions of arctic air were balanced by several, sunny 
mild days. As is usual in our region, a January thaw took 
place, most pronounced during the middle of the month. 

January started out with a highly variable pattern 
that signified what we would get for the rest of the month. 
The first week of the month saw visits from both cold and 
warm air masses. A little snowfall started off New Year’s 
Day, with about a half inch falling in the morning and 
again in the evening. Temperatures were about normal for 
the day, with highs just reaching the freezing mark. 

Mild air moved in over the next two days as high 
pressure moved in from the west. Temperatures peaked in 
the low 50s on the afternoon of the 3rd, almost 20 degrees 
warmer than normal. Of course, this was ahead of some 
cold air, as the high pressure moved off to the east and the 
cold front rushed in behind. 

The high for the 4th was reached at midnight, as tem-
peratures were in the upper 30s ahead of the cold front. 
Temperatures continued to fall through the morning and 
next afternoon, with single digits the best we could man-
age on the afternoon of the 4th. Snow also filled in nicely 
behind the cold front, with 3 to 6 inches accumulating. 
Cold air continued to be reinforced across the region, and 
we were below zero by that evening and well below zero 
on the morning of the 5th. Temperatures were not able to 
warm much that afternoon, only reaching the single digits 
for highs. A few snow showers developed at times as well, 
adding another light dusting to the wintry landscape. 

Cold air was firmly entrenched during the first full 
week of January. Temperatures were below zero on the 
morning of the 6th, as clear skies, cold air, and a fresh 
snow cover all conspired to allow for efficient radiation 
cooling. Seasonal temperatures returned for most of the 
rest of the week as high pressure moved in. This led to 
mainly sunny skies, with high clouds at times. 

High temperatures were in the 30s and 40s from 
the 7th through the 10th before stronger westerly winds 
kicked in. These gusty winds off the mountains allowed 
temperatures to warm to above normal levels to end the 
weekend. High temperatures reached the low 50s on the 
11th, and the dry, warm winds helped to efficiently melt 
much of the lingering snow pack. Clear skies each night 
did allow overnight low temperatures to fall to normal 
and below normal levels, with single digits and low teens 
common.

The week of the 13th was generally dry and sunny 
week with one quick exception. Monday the 13th was a 
“normal” day, with highs reaching the low 40s and plenty 
of sunshine. However, a quick-moving shot of cold air and 
upslope conditions moved in just before sunrise the next 
morning. This brought a quick shot of snow and cold, 
accumulating around a half inch of snow. Temperatures 
only reached the upper 20s that afternoon. But as quickly 
as this shot of cold air moved in, mild and dry conditions 
returned. 

The remainder of the week was mainly sunny and 
dry, with highs rising to above normal levels, reaching 
the upper 40s and low 50s the rest of the week and into 
the weekend. Sunday the 19th was the warmest day of 
the week, reaching the mid-50s about 10 to 15 degrees 
warmer than normal.

An active weather pattern again returned during the 
week of the 20th as the strong ridge of high pressure that 
has been dominating the West Coast most of the fall and 
winter moved toward Colorado. As the ridge moved clos-
er to the state, temperatures soared to well above normal 
levels. This occurred on the 21st, 24th, and 25th. How-
ever, when the ridge shifted back to the west just enough 
to allow the cold air streaming through the Midwest to 
sneak into the Front Range, temperatures quickly plum-
meted and light snow accumulated. This was the case on 
the 22nd and 23rd and again on the 27th and 28th. 

We continued to be on the western edge of this battle 
line between cold and warm air mass through the remain-

der of the month, with temperatures quickly warming on 
the 29th, only to cool down again later on the 30th and 
into the 31st.

A look ahead
February is often a dry and cold month for the region as 
we move toward the snowy and unsettled conditions of 
March and April. Precipitation averages less than an inch, 
with average high temperatures in the 30s. It can get very 
cold in February with arctic air making strong pushes 
into the region, but days begin to get a little longer, which 
leads to some nice, sunny days. 

January 2014 Weather Statistics
Average High   39.5° (-0.9°)

100-year return frequency value max 48.4° min 30.8°
Average Low   9.7° (-2.8°)

100-year return frequency value max 26.6° min 6.6°
Highest Temperature 55° on the 19th, 21st 
Lowest Temperature -12° on the 6th, 28th 
Monthly Precipitation 0.66” (-0.0” 0% below normal)

100-year return frequency value max 1.56” min 0.01”
Monthly Snowfall 16.1”(3.9”, 25% above normal)
Season to Date Snow  33.5” 

(-20.9”, 39% below normal) 
(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)

Season to Date Precip. 14.0” (+2.25”, 17% above nor-
mal) 

(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days 1240 (+45)
Cooling Degree Days 0

Bill Kappel is a 
meteorologist and 
Tri-Lakes resident. 

He can be reached at 
billkappel@ocn.me. 

The Carpenter Conservatory 
PRIVATE VOICE & PIANO LESSONS 

John Carpenter MM, DMA 
Gail Carpenter BME, MM 

�Give the gift  
of music�

(719) 687-0377 
(719) 310-2849 

johnandgail46@msn.com 

January Weather Wrap

Letters to Our Community
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Art Matters

This winter, take it easel!

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Winter sports
By the staff at Covered Treasures

With plenty of snow in the mountains and the Sochi 
Olympics about to begin, winter sports take center stage. 
Whether you’re an active player or an armchair enthusi-
ast, some interesting books are available to enhance your 
activities. 

Living the Life; Tales from 
America’s Mountains & Ski 
Towns
By David J. Rothman (Conun-
drum Press) $14.99
Skiing—like surfi ng, fi shing, 
sailing, mountaineering, and 
climbing—is an environment 
sport. It doesn’t come to us; we 
must go to the places where it 
happens. The ones who are most 
committed to these places, who 
fall deeply in love with moun-
tains and the alpine life, are not 
only athletes but rather people who have chosen to live 
their lives in a particular way. This is a book for all those 
people—38 tales of adventure and self-discovery for the 
skiers, the climbers, the alpinists and the people who love 
mountains and live in them, for all those who have ever 
lived that life or who dream of living it.

Backpacker Outdoor Hazards: Avoiding Trouble in the 
Backcountry
By Dave Anderson (Globe Pequot Press) $12.95
Perfect for pack or pocket, this book breaks down its 
subject into the essential topics, providing practical and 
portable information useful in the fi eld. Full-color photos 

complement concise, clear text, introducing you to basic 
and intermediate skills needed to safely and successfully 
get by in the outdoors. The volume covers all the essen-
tials, including poor planning, stinging insects, poisonous 
plants, large mammals, steep terrain, lightning storms, 
avalanches, river crossings, hypothermia, and psycho-
logical hazards. 

Snowshoe Routes; Colorado’s Front Range, 2nd edition
By Alan Apt (Colorado Mountain Club Guidebook) 
$24.95
An active snow-shoer, skier, hiker, and backpacker who 
has lived in or near the Front Range for over twenty years, 
Apt includes an extensive introduction to snowshoeing 
in the second edition of this popular guidebook. Color 
photos and maps are provided, and distance, level of 
diffi culty, skill level required, elevation gain, and author 
comments on the features of each of the 81 routes from 
Colorado Springs to Rocky Mountain National Park are 
given. 

Ski Tips for Kids
By Mike Clelland with Alex Everett (Globe Pequot Press) 
$14.95
This little book breaks down the basics of helping fi rst-
time never-ever skiers into hilarious, eye-catching car-
toons that will have little ones laughing out loud and 
looking forward to the next adventure on the hill. Any 
parent who has taught kids to ski knows how tricky it is to 
teach the basics, but expert ski instructors have developed 
a wide range of tricks and tips that appeal to kids ages 
21⁄2 and up. All the important details are covered, from 
selecting equipment and putting it on to riding the lifts 
and making fi rst turns to negotiating bumps and conquer-

ing jumps.

Winter Day Play!
By Nancy F. Castaldo (Chicago Review Press) $13.95
Targeting children ages 3 and up, this book promises to 
make winter their favorite season. Try snow painting with 
spray bottles fi lled with food coloring, building snow 
castles, blowing magic bubbles and watching them freeze. 
If it’s too cold to go outside, make Eskimo Yo-Yos, hold a 
marshmallow sculpture contest, or construct a snowfl ake 
mobile. Included with each activity are the number of 
children involved, a list of supplies needed, step-by-step 
instructions, and illustrations. More than 70 activities, 
crafts, and games will keep kids busy learning, explor-
ing, and having fun all winter long.

Skating Shoes
By Noel Streatfeild (Yearling Books) $6.99
When her doctor prescribes ice-skating to strengthen her 
legs after an illness, Harriet meets Lalla, the orphaned 
daughter of a great fi gure skating star, and the two girls 
forge a fast friendship, even though they have little in 
common other than a love of skating. Just as Lalla’s inter-
est in skating starts to fade, Harriet’s natural talent begins 
to emerge, and suddenly they seem to be heading in very 
different directions. Can their friendship survive? This 
beloved classic is suitable for 8- to 12-year-old readers. 

Winter is a good time to catch up on reading, but it’s also 
a chance to go outdoors and enjoy the fresh mountain 
air, try a new sport, or, this year, to get into the Olympic 
spirit. Until next month, happy reading.

The staff at Covered Treasures can be contacted at 
books@ocn.me.

By Janet Sellers
 “The object isn’t to make art, it’s to be in that wonderful 

state which makes art inevitable.” — Robert Henri 
I would add to that statement that enjoying art someone 
else has made, or taking a class to make it oneself, cre-
ates such a wonderful state of being and the feeling is 
inevitable once we give it a try. On the dark, cold days of 
our winter season, when even the dog doesn’t want to go 
outside, we can warm our hearts with some creativity at 
home or in a class.

Some people insist that art is a natural expression of 
humans, particularly in children. Well, it seems more ac-
curate to say that humans naturally express their creativ-
ity in a variety of ways, especially as children, and rather 
abundantly in the arts. For the long run, art is an acquired 
skill that is most enjoyable when the skill and creativity 
are working together to make the art.

Art making allows us to use all of our brain—not 
just one side, not just one skill. When we make art, we 
are generating a thought to manifest it, and that is quite 
different than playing music or observing dance or theater 
that someone else has created and is performed accord-
ing to that author. The satisfaction in making art comes 
from learning skills, applying the skills with practice, and 
eventually making something new and interesting. 

The benefi ts of making visual art are well known 
to many, but actually experiencing that colorful, spatial 
bliss is beyond words. No other fi eld develops the senses, 
perceptions, and problem-solving abilities of both inner 
idea and outer manifestation that can be experienced with 
all the senses. From our mechanical inventions to our 
aesthetic enjoyment to the spoons on the table and the 
cars we drive, the very fi rst part of the invention or idea 
came in the form of an artist’s rendering, to work out the 
form and function as well as the outer look of the object 
or artifact. 

Art appeals to all the senses. While the “style and 
taste” in art varies with the billions of minds creating 
it and looking at it from earliest times, just about every 
work of art, oddball or not, resonates with people in one 
way or another. Children benefi t from making art. Adults 
in their busy-ness of life benefi t from at least seeing art 
if not the making of it, and senior citizens receive great 

benefi t from participating in art classes and art exhibits, 
and having art near them. 

Likely these great benefi ts are due to the fact that art 
is a human-made idea brought to form and shared. It just 
might be that the sharing of one heart to another is the key 
to our enjoyment of it. Graffi ti art, once thought of as van-
dalism, is now in full, billion-dollar art form worldwide. 
It started earlier than one might guess—on the cave walls 
of our earliest beings who took charcoal and red earth and 
made drawings. 

So, go ahead and join an art class or an art group in 
our area. Think outside your box, or make a new box if 
you like. We’ve got a lot of artists and art classes in our 
area to fi ll the bill and fi ll your heart. We actually have so 
many venues, I can’t list them all here, but a quick Google 
search of “art classes Monument Colorado” or the local 
phone book will bring up pages of information, and all 
you have to do is ask about it to get started. 

So, that being said, “take it easel” this winter!

Call for artists
Tri-Lakes Views has an active Call for Entries for ART-
Sites, its annual yearlong outdoor sculpture exhibition. 
The juried exhibit will be installed in June and be on dis-
play for one year. The chosen sculptures will be on exhibit 
throughout the Tri-Lakes area and the Monument Sculp-
ture Park at Big Red, which is along Second and Jefferson 
Streets. Submittal deadline is March 31. For application 
criteria and details, click on www.trilakesviews.org. Tri-
Lakes Views is a nonprofi t community arts organization.

Janet Sellers is an American artist, art teacher, and 
writer. She makes public art sculptures for Colorado 
cities and teaches art locally, and you can often see 
her painting pictures outdoors, faithful pooch at her 

side, in just about any weather. She can be reached at 
janetsellers@ocn.me

Above: Metal sculptor Jodi Bliss, right, with glass 
artists Abby McMackin, center, and Chris Robin, 
are pictured at the TCLA January art reception 
show for Bliss’ new works. These local artists 
have a summer planned full of art and craft shows 
where they sell their work, traveling about the 
country. McMackin and Robin are also musicians 
who perform on summer tours. Bliss has a 
metalsmithing studio and art gallery in Historic 
Monument, where the three show their work year 
round. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Above: David Jones, aka Lordscience Universal, 
left, and Wyley Cotton, jewelry artist, chat at the 
January reception for Jones’ large works exhibition 
at Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts. The artists are 
Monument natives, having grown up in the area. 
Their art is available locally as well as in other 
select locations. Photo by Janet Sellers.
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Above: On Jan. 23, Val Hunter of Legacy Sertoma 
presented a trophy and check to Ryan Matson, an 
eighth-grade student at Monument Academy who 
wrote the winning entry in Legacy Sertoma’s “What 
Freedom Means to Me” essay competition. Faith 
Heery and Drew Vidano won second and third 
places, respectively. Ryan’s essay will advance to 
the Pikes Peak Sertoma District in competition with 
winning essays from 16 other area schools. That 
winner will be announced Feb. 19 at Sertoma’s 
National Heritage Banquet to be held in Colorado 
Springs. Photo courtesy of Legacy Sertoma.

Sertoma bellringers 
raise $4,300

Above: A ground-breaking ceremony for the Tri-Lakes Community Health Village, adjacent to the Tri-Lakes 
YMCA, was held Jan. 27. Participating in the ceremony were, left to right, Jim Kleinfeldt of Boldt and Co.; Jack 
Garro, vice president of Boldt; Dan Dummermuth, president and CEO of the YMCA of the Pikes Peak Region; 
Margaret Sabin, president and CEO of Penrose-St. Francis Health Services; Jamie Smith, executive vice 
president of Penrose-St. Francis Health Services, and Monument Mayor Travis Easton. The 52,000 square-
foot facility will offer a variety of services, including urgent care, rehab, primary care, wellness services, 
imaging, and various specialty services. Completion is expected in fall 2014. For further information on the 
facility, see our November issue, page 1. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Ed Kinney, right, Legacy Sertoma president, 
presented a check to Dirk Lambert, Salvation 
Army representative, on Jan 9. Monument Legacy 
Sertoma conducted the Salvation Army’s Red 
Kettle Campaign at the Monument Walgreens from 
Thanksgiving through Christmas Eve, raising just 
over $4,300 for the Army. Sertoma’s primary mission 
is to improve the quality of life today for those at 
risk or impacted by hearing loss, through education 
and support. See www.legacysertoma.org for more 
information on how to participate. Photo by Denny 
Myers.

Winterific event at Fox Run Park, Jan. 18

Above: The Donald Wescott Fire Protection District now has a BARK—that is, a Breath of Air Recovery 
Kit. The Animal Angels Resource Foundation’s goal is to keep pets and their families together. Animal 
companions can die from smoke asphyxiation in fires and are often victims of pet emergency situations. 
BARK, designed for animals instead of humans, provides the opportunity for first responders to administer 
oxygen to animals more efficiently. On Jan. 17, a kit was sponsored by Kenneth and Janet Kowalski to be 
presented to Wescott district’s Station 1. From left are firefighter Wayne Krzemien, Fire Chief Vinny Burns, 
and donor Kenneth Kowalski. Anyone interested in sponsoring a BARK for the community should contact 
info@aarfhelp.org, see www.aarfhelp.org, or call 855-4PetHelp (855-473-8435). Photo courtesy of Animal 
Angels Resource Foundation, Janet Whipker, president.

Snapshots of Our Community 

Above left: Friends of local wildlife enjoyed the second annual Winterific festival at Fox Run Park on Jan. 
18. Numerous nature displays of animal pelts, antlers, scat and footprint casts offered visual information 
while local naturalists explained the exhibits and later took all ages on nature hikes to view the park trails and 
learn more. Hot cocoa and toasted marshmallow treats completed the tour on the sunny, brisk January day. 
Above right: Jamie Biquette of Bear Creek Nature Center, left, and a local volunteer are shown with the 
traveling exhibits from Bear Creek Nature Center. Photos by Janet Sellers.

Animal rescue equipment donated to Wescott

Matson wins Sertoma 
essay competition 

Ground broken for Health Village, Jan. 27

Support Our 
Community. 

Advertise in OCN!
For information, contact Candice Hitt at 
646-7363 or ads@ocn.me. Complete 
advertising information including rates 
and sizes is posted at www.ocn.me/

advertise.htm.
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By Harriet Halbig
Our new Spanish language story time was a success and 
will continue in February. Please watch for dates and 
times.

The Monument Library had enrolled over 400 adults 
in the 10th annual Adult Reading Program as of Jan. 23. 
Please join us and read books for prizes! The program 
continues until March 12. Remember that the prizes 
include a 10th anniversary book bag, a commemorative 
coffee mug, and Rocky Mountain Chocolate! Grand prize 
is a Kindle Fire.

Family programs
February’s Family Fun program is Drumming with Bob 
Hall on Saturday, Feb. 8, at 1:30. Join Bob as he traces 
African-American musical traditions derived from Afri-
can drumming. Learn about other rhythms from around 
the world as well. Come prepared to have fun and make 
some noise!

The Legos club will meet on Saturday, Feb. 15, from 
10 to 11:30. All ages are welcome. We provide the Legos 
and you bring the creativity. Please don’t bring your own 
Legos but do bring your camera so you can record your 
creation. All pieces used remain the property of the li-
brary district.

This month’s homeschool program, Beyond Limits, 
will provide an exciting afternoon of building Lego Mind-
storms robots and programming them to do fun missions! 
This program is great for beginners, and all kids will 
get hands-on experience with the robots and computers. 
More experienced kids may attempt advanced challenges 
to see how far they can go. Note: This is recommended for 
ages 8-13, but younger children are welcome to observe. 
The time of the program is 1 to 2:30.

Teens and tweens
The crafty teens program on Wednesday, Feb. 12, from 3:
30 to 5 is Valentines! Come make valentines for those you 
love or someone you secretly admire. All materials are 
provided and no reservations are necessary. The program 
is for ages 12 and up.

AfterMath free math tutoring continues on Mondays 
from 3:30 to 7. No appointment is necessary and all ages 
are invited to take advantage of this program.

Adult programs
The AARP Smart Driver course will be offered on Satur-
day, Feb. 15, from 1 to 5 p.m. This is the nation’s largest 

classroom driver refresher course especially designed 
for motorists 55 and older. Graduates may present their 
course completion certificate to their insurance agent 
for a discount. Charge for the four-hour course is $15 for 
AARP members and $20 for nonmembers. Preferred pay-
ment is in the form of checks made out to AARP, but cash 
is accepted. Persons of any age are welcome to attend, but 
the discount applies to those 55 or older only. Court-di-
rected persons (those who need a class to regain a driver’s 
license) are welcome. Instructors are authorized to sign 
off on related court documents.

The Monumental Readers will meet from 10 a.m. 
until noon on Friday, Feb. 21, to discuss The Art of Hear-
ing Heartbeats by Jan-Philipp Sendker. All patrons are 
welcome to attend this monthly book club.

There will be a class on Saturday, Feb. 22, from 2 to 
3:30 on dealing with dementia in the family. Learn what 
dementia is, how it is different from Alzheimer’s, and 
how to adapt to an ever-changing home situation. Camilla 
Wetzel, The Geriatric Navigator, has experience steering 
families through this difficult time.

On the walls of the library will be artwork by 
Lewis-Palmer High School students. In the display case 
will be Depression glass from the collection of Roberta 
Hankins.

On March 1 at 2 p.m. there will be a special program 
on Underwater Beauty in the Indian Ocean, presented by 
nationally known underwater videographer Dr. Patrick 
Shahan. Dr. Shahan will narrate his video of flora and 
fauna in the waters surrounding the Maldives Islands and 
will bring along his diving gear and cameras and describe 
their use. Attendance is free, and punch, coffee, and 
goodies will be served following the program.

Palmer Lake Library events
Palmer Lake’s Family Fun event on Saturday, Feb. 15, at 
10:30 is Pigeon Party! This is the 10th anniversary of Mo 
Willems’ Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus. Learn to 
draw the pigeon! Hear this all-time favorite story about 
the pigeon who wants more than anything to drive a bus. 
We will celebrate 10 years of silliness with a great party. 
Plus meet a real pigeon!

The Palmer Lake Book Group meets at 9 a.m. on the 
first Friday of each month. New members are welcome 
and no registration is required. Please call 481-2587 for 
the current selection.

Drop by the Palmer Lake Library for a morning of 
fiber fun with the Fibernistas. Share and learn new tech-
niques of knitting and other fiber arts. All interests are 
welcome! Start a new project or bring one in progress 
every Thursday from 10 until noon.

The art exhibit on the walls of the library is Beauty 
from Ashes, photos of photographer Laurisa Rabins’ fam-
ily property after the Black Forest Fire. These personal 
images are Laurisa’s way of processing the loss that she 

experienced. She hopes that they will offer hope to those 
who are discouraged or grieving, no matter the cause.

Please note that all Pikes Peak Library District fa-
cilities will be closed on Monday, Feb. 17, for Presidents 
Day.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

PRESCOTT�S WAYGU BEEF 
FOR SALE 

Waygu Beef Sale! 
Sensational Hamburger Package 

WAYGU, all-natural, grass-fed  
hamburger patties.  

Forty eight -1/3 lb patties per box, 16 lbs, Net 
Price only  
$124.95 

prescottranchbeef.com  
Prescott Ranches LLC 

(719) 541-5024

January and February library events

Above: Spanish-speaking librarian Sofi reads to 
children during her new story time in Spanish. 
Photo by Harriet Halbig.

BRECKENRIDGE VACATION CONDO 
Owned and managed by monument family 

�� Ski-in/Ski-out AND 1 block to Main Street 
�� 2 bedrooms/2 bathrooms: sleeps 8 
�� Pictures, availability, rates: www.vrbo.com/495473 

HONEYMOON in the MOUNTAINS! Great spring rates! 

Need a Summer Housesitter?
Older couple from Texas would like to help 
you out! Very reliable, clean, and come with  
a small, well-mannered dog. Available 1-2 
months June-September. Looking in the 

Woodmoor or Red Rocks Ranch area to be 
near sister. LOCAL references available.  

Call 339-5507 or 481-1751.

TREE MAN 
Tree Service & Fire Prevention

We are a local 
professional tree 
service offering 
quality work at 

affordable prices. 

� We do all types of 
tree work any time 
of year: Removal, 
thinning, trimming, 
chipping. 

� Winter discounts

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

719-481-3575

"THE DUMP" 
856 N. Washington St. 

Monument 
(719) 481-2340

www.peakdr.com
New hours  

starting March 1:  
M-F 8-4 & Sat 10-4

Support Our Community. 
Advertise in OCN!

For information, contact Candice Hitt at 646-
7363 or ads@ocn.me. Complete advertising 

information including rates and sizes is posted at 
www.ocn.me/advertise.htm.
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By Bernard L. Minetti
The Palmer Lake Historical Society 
installed officers and directors for 
2014 at its January meeting. They 
are President Tom VanWormer, 
Vice President Pat McCarthy, Sec-
retary Bernard Minetti, and Trea-
surer Barb Arbuthnot. Directors 
at large are Rogers Davis, Georgia 
Follansbee, Tom Dickinson, Jack 
Anthony, Al Walter, Susan Adams, 
and Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire 
Chief John Vincent.

Retired Colorado Springs 
Police Officer Dwight Haverkorn 
gave a short history of the unsolved 

murder of Officer Burchfield. He 
described the suspect and his asso-
ciates and the history of each. The 
mystery has not been solved.

**********
The Feb. 20 meeting of the Palmer 
Lake Historical Society will fea-
ture a free presentation on “Tri-
Lakes Ice Production, Storage, and 
Delivery” by Tom VanWormer. 
The Society invites the public to 
the event at 7 p.m. at the Palmer 
Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Cres-
cent, Palmer Lake. 
Bernard Minetti may be contacted 

at bernardminetti@ocn.me.

By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

Wednesday Senior Lunch at Big Red
Feb 5: Baked ziti with sausage, Caesar salad, garlic 

bread
Feb 12: Chicken Caesar salad, rolls
Feb 19: Roast pork with apple cider sauce, roasted pota-

toes, rolls
Feb 26: Lemon chicken, mashed potatoes, salad, rolls

Rolls and butter are served with each meal except 
sandwiches. Dessert is also provided. 

An activity of Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partner-
ship. Meals are provided by Pinecrest Catering, Palmer 
Lake; Nikki McDonald, executive chef, 481-3307.

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Choice 
Enrollment for all grades is now open

Did you know that you may attend any school you choose, 
regardless of where you live? The Lewis-Palmer School 
District is consistently among the top districts in Colo-
rado and in Colorado’s top 10 percent for college entrance 
and state exams. 

High school tour dates:
• Lewis-Palmer High School, 1300 Higby Rd., Monu-

ment, Fri., Feb. 7, 2 p.m. 
• Palmer Ridge High School, 19255 Monument Hill 

Rd., Monument, Fri., Feb.14, 1:30 p.m. 
These tours are intended for out-of-district students con-
sidering attending school in the Lewis-Palmer School 
District. For tours for grades K-8, contact individual 
schools. For more information, phone 488-4700, email 
info@lewispalmer.org, or visit www.lewispalmer.org.

Free income tax filing assistance by AARP
The American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) 
is offering free income tax filing assistance in the Tri-
Lakes area. Trained AARP volunteers will be available 
to answer questions and to assist filers in completing their 
federal and state income tax returns every Monday and 
Thursday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., at Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jef-
ferson St. in Monument, until April 14 (except Feb. 17, 
Presidents’ Day). Free e-filing of both federal and state 
returns is available. Taxpayers with more complicated re-
turns should seek the advice of a paid professional. Filers 
are asked to bring their W-2s, 1099-INT, 1099-DIV, etc. 
needed to complete their 2013 tax returns, plus a copy of 
last year’s (2012) tax return. A photo ID and copy of your 
Social Security card are also required. For more informa-
tion or to make an appointment, call 481-4864 EXT 118. 
Leave your name and number and someone will return 
your call.

Register now for spring sports 
at Tri-Lakes Y, sessions begin March 24

Sign up now for volleyball, grades 1-8, March 24-May 
9; soccer, ages 3 years-6th grade, March 24-May 10; or 
flag football, ages 6-14, March 24-May 10. Register at 
ppymca.org or at the Y, 17250 Jackson Creek Parkway, 
Monument. Financial assistance is available for those 
who qualify. For more information, call 481-8728 or 
email ppymca.org.

Host a foreign exchange student
Host families are needed for the 2014-15 school year. For 
more information, contact Sheryl Ellis, Monument, 321-

536-9504; Sheryl.Ellis@EFFoundation.org.
Monument Marketplace Facebook page

Tri-Lake residents can sell their used items, trade 
items, and chat about anything local goings on at https:
//www.facebook.com/groups/monumentmarketplace/.

Adult Reading Program underway, 
ends March 12

Library patrons can win prizes after reading four books 
and again after reading eight books. Books on CD, au-
diobook players, eBooks, and eAudiobooks count, too. At 
the end of the program, finishers will be entered in prize 
drawings for each community library and in a district-
wide grand prize drawing. Reading logs are available, 
or keep track of the books you’ve read using your own 
method. To register, bring your library card to any Pikes 
Peak Library District library and sign up at the informa-
tion desk or visit www.ppld.org.

Tri-Lakes HAP receives 
Griswold Cares Foundation grant

Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) received 
a grant of $1,000 from the Griswold Cares Foundation 
to help HAP continue efforts to support local seniors to 
live independent, healthy lives. HAP is an all-volunteer 
organization with no paid staff; all contributions directly 
support HAP programs for community health and se-
nior citizens. For more information about HAP, visit 
www.TriLakesHAP.org.
DVD documentary of the Black Forest Fire

The Black Forest History Committee has produced The 
Day the Forest Burned, a DVD documentary of the fire 
last June. The DVD includes more than 250 pictures and 
six video clips with narration and music. The cost of $15 
includes three paper maps of different scales to show the 
burn area and homes burned. An accompanying 28-page 
booklet is $3 and includes the narrative plus additional 
information. All proceeds go to Black Forest Together to 
help people affected by the fire. The DVD is available at 
Keepsakes Unlimited, 251 Front St., Monument; Rockin-
B Feed Store and R&R Café in Black Forest; and Ayer 
Feed Store at Meridan and Latigo. To obtain the DVD, 
maps, and booklet by mail contact Terry Stokka, 495-
0895 or tstokka@juno.com.
Online survey for Black Forest Fire victims

United PolicyHolders has a short online survey to collect 
information so the organization and its partners can con-
tinue to provide support to the Black Forest-area residents 
impacted by last summer’s disastrous fire. Residents are 
encouraged to respond to the survey as soon as possible at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BlackForestFire.
New Discount Card to benefit Black Forest 

Fire survivors and local businesses
A new program from Black Forest Together will help 
Black Forest families and local businesses recover to-
gether from last summer’s devastating wildfire. The 
Black Forest Together Discount Card will be offered to all 
residents in the ZIP codes 80908, 80106, 80132, or 80831. 
Cardholders will save money on the goods and services 
they need to rebuild or repair their homes, and they’ll also 
get discounts on sporting goods, meals, or other ameni-
ties. Cards will be issued Mon. to Thu., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
and 9 a.m.-noon on Fridays at the Black Forest Together 
Resource Center, located at Fire Station 1, 11445 Teachout 
Rd. For more information, visit www.BlackForestTogeth
er.org.

Free Senior Safety Handyman Services
Senior Safety Handyman Services is a unique program 
funded by the Pikes Peak Area Agency on Aging. It is 
designed to help seniors (age 60 and over) in northwest 
El Paso County with safety-related handyman projects. 
Dedicated, paid contractors and volunteers install grab 
bars, wheelchair ramps, railings, steps, etc., to help 
seniors to continue to live independently in their own 
homes. For service, call 488-0076 and leave a message 
for Cindy Rush. For more information, visit TriLakes-
mcts-sshs.org.

Tax savings for wildfire mitigation work
Taxpayers with property located in a wildland-urban in-
terface area can receive a subtraction from their Colorado 
taxable income, up to $2,500, for performing wildfire 
mitigation measures. Information regarding commu-
nity wildfire protection plans and wildfire mitigation 
measures can be found online at www.wescottfire.org 
and www.csfs.colostate.edu. For information, check 
www.taxcolorado.com.

Free help line for fire victims
Optum, a health and behavioral health services company, 
is offering a free emotional-support help line to those 
affected by wildfires. The service is free and open to 
anyone. Specially trained Optum mental health special-
ists help people manage their stress and anxiety so they 
can continue to address their everyday needs. Callers 
may also receive referrals to community resources to 
help them with specific concerns, including financial and 
legal matters. The toll-free number, 866-342-6892, will 
be open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, for as long as 
necessary. 

Reverse 911
With the heightened concern for fire danger along the 
Front Range, many people want to sign up their home 
or cell phone for reverse emergency notification. The 
El Paso-Teller E-911 Authority Emergency Notification 
System is used to notify residents of any potential emer-
gencies in their neighborhood. To sign up, go to https:
//elptc911.onthealert.com.

Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center programs
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership Senior Citi-
zens Center is next to the Lewis-Palmer High School Sta-
dium (across from the YMCA) and is open 1-4 p.m., Tue.-
Fri., and earlier for scheduled activities. The facility has a 
lounge, craft room, game room, and multipurpose room. 
Programs include pinochle, National Mah-jongg, line 
dancing, tea time, bingo, and more. Ping-pong, Wii video 
games, puzzles and board games, refreshments, a lending 
library, computers with Internet connections, and an in-
formation table are also available. For information about 
programs for seniors, visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org. 
Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of information 
for local seniors, including the daily menu of the senior 
lunches offered Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
in Monument. It also contains the schedule of the classes 
and events for the month at the Senior Citizens Center. 
To subscribe, send an email with your name and mailing 
address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat 
can also be viewed online at www.TriLakesHAP.org.
■

Our Community Notices

Above: The Palmer Lake Historical Society Board of 
Directors for 2014 are, from left, Al Walter, Tom VanWormer, 
Barb Arbuthnot, Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Chief John 
Vincent, Georgia Follansbee, Pat McCarthy, Tom Dickinson, 
Susan Adams, and Bernard Minetti. Photo by Ron Heard.  
Left: Retired Colorado Springs Police Officer and local 
historian Dwight Haverkorn gave the January presentation. 
Photo by Bernard Minetti.

Historical Society names officers, directors
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By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Feb. 

3, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each 
month. Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 4, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300, http://
adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use 
Committee Meeting, Tue., Feb. 11, 10 a.m., 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill 
Burks, 481-4053. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue., 
Feb. 11, 5 p.m., 16055 Old Forest Point, Suite 300, 
Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 488-
6868. 

• D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) 
Meeting, Tue., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School, 1776 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month, location varies. Info: 488-4700, 
www.lewispalmer.org.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732.

• D-38 Special Education Advisory Council, Wed., 
Feb. 12, 6:30 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
488-4700, www.lewispalmer.org. 

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Feb. 12, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 884-8017.

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 13, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
2525.

• Palmer Lake Liquor Licensing Authority & 
Medical Marijuana Authority and Town Council 
Combined Workshop and Regular Meeting, Thu., 
Feb. 13, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Info: 481-2953 (then press 0) or www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Town Council Special 
Public Meeting: Fire and Police Departments 
and Roads Maintenance, Sat., Feb. 15, 9-11 a.m., 
Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley CrescentInfo: 481-
2953 (then press 0) or www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 18, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300, http://
adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Tue., Feb. 
18, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. 
each month. Info: 884-8017.

• Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 18, 7 p.m., Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month, Info: 488-8680.

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 19, 6 p.m., Wescott Fire Station 
1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. 
Info: 481-0711.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Feb. 19, 6 p.m., at Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 
(then press 0) or www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 20, 10 a.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886.

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Thu., Feb. 20, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein 
Dr., Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. 
Info: 488-3603.

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 20, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
4700. 

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Feb. 26, 6:30 p.m., 166 Second 
St., Monument. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
Jennifer Martin, 484-0911, www.tri-lakesfire.com.

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 26, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
488-2693, www.woodmoor.org.

• Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 26, 6 p.m. Monument Sanitation District 
boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-2110, www.fvawd.com.

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
All branches will be closed Feb. 17 for Presidents’ Day

• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Aftermath, every Mon. 
(except Feb. 17), 3:30-7 p.m. Free drop-in math 
assistance for students of all ages. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, Mon., 3:30-4:30 
p.m.; & Wed., 4:15-5:15 p.m. Let your child practice 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration 
required. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10:
30-11 a.m. & 11:15-11:45. Children ages 3 and older. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 9:
30 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up 
to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Family Fun–Drumming 
with Bob Hall, Sat., Feb. 8, 1:30-3 p.m. Discover 
African American musical traditions derived from 
African drumming. Learn about other percussion 
rhythms from around the world as well. Have fun 
and make some noise with Bob! Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Crafty Teens, Valentines, 
Wed., Feb. 12, 3:30-5 p.m. Eat snacks with your 
friends and make valentines. Ages 12 and up. 
Materials provided. No registration required. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Family Program–LEGO 
Club, Sat., Feb. 15, 10-11:30 a.m. Fun for all ages–
Duplos for the littles ones and thousands of Legos 
for the rest. Bring your creativity and have some fun. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Pigeon Party, Mo Willems’ 
10th Anniversary “Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the 
Bus” Sat., Feb. 15, 10:30 a.m. Fun! Games! Birthday 
food! Hear the story, learn to draw the pigeon, and 
meet a live pigeon. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library Homeschool Program: Lego 
Mindstorms Robotics, Mon., Feb. 24, 1-2:30 p.m. 
Beyond Limits will provide an exciting afternoon of 
building and programming Lego Mindstorms robots. 
Kids of all levels will get hands-on experience with 
the robots and computers. This is recommended 
for ages 8-13, but younger children are welcome to 
observe or participate if able to understand. Meets 
every 4th Mon. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: American Girl Book Club, 
Wed., Feb. 26, 4:15-5:30 p.m. Grades 3-6. A Kit 
story, discussion, activities, and crafts. Meets last 
Wed. each month, Jan.-April. Registration required. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370 or www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: TechClub, Fri., Feb. 28, 
4-5:30 p.m. Third grade through teens, continue 
to try new ideas in Scratch, and take a look at 
creating QR codes. Explore additional types of fun 
software in future sessions. Class size limited to 20; 

registration required. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids Web 
at www.ppld.org features resources for school reports 
and homework, Tumblebooks––free online read-
along books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-
ups” link has information about local school districts, 
home-schooling, and more.

Adult Programs
• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 

1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Beginning Computer 
Classes. Check at the desk for the schedule of free 
classes Wed. mornings for beginner computer users. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every 
Wed., 10 a.m.-noon. Join this group dedicated to 
empowering individual growth through life-long 
learning and positive relationships. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Knitting 
Group, every Wed., 10 a.m.-noon. Knit with other 
knitters. Cheri Monsen, expert knitter, will be there 
to answer questions. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Yoga class, every Thu. (except 
Feb. 13), 11:30 a.m. For beginners and intermediate. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Feb. 3, 9:
30-11 a.m. This supportive writing group provides 
inspiration and structure during the process of writing 
one’s memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd Mon. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., Feb. 7, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to 
share ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442, www.ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library Book Club, Fri., Feb. 7, 9 
a.m. New members are welcome and no registration 
is required at this monthly book club. Meets 1st Fri. 
each month. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 
Crafters, Fri., Feb. 7, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to 
share ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: AARP Smart Driver Course, 
Sat., Feb. 15, 1-5 p.m. Class sign-in begins 15 
minutes prior to the class. Any aged person may 
attend, but the insurance discount only applies to 
those 55 years old and above. Court-directed persons 
(those who need a class to regain a driver’s license 
that the court has held) are welcomed; instructors are 
authorized to sign off related court documents. Cost: 
$15 AARP members, $20 for non-members. Pre-class 
reservations are requested but a few walk-ins might be 
accepted; space and materials are limited. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & 
Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.�Downtown Monument  
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748  
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service 
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• Monument Monument Library’s Monumental 
Readers Book Club, Fri., Feb. 21, 10-11:30 a.m. 
All are welcome to this spirited group. Meets 3rd Fri. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Dealing with Dementia in the 
Family, Sat., Feb. 22, 2-3:30 p.m. What is dementia 
and how is it different from Alzheimers? How does 
one adapt to this ever-changing life? Learn tips 
and techniques for assisting a loved one with this 
transition. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: History Buffs Book Discussion 
Group, Wed., Feb. 26, 1-3 p.m. Enjoy a trip through 
history with other history lovers. Meets 4th Wed. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded 
presentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s 
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County 
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the 
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link 
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting, 

every Sat., 8 a.m., Mozaic at the Inn at Palmer Divide, 
443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Guests are welcome to 
the weekly meetings that feature speakers on a variety 
of topics. Info: Susan Adams 719-433-1733.

• Bingo by the American Legion, every Sat., game 
sales start at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m., the 
Depot Restaurant, in Palmer Lake. Proceeds go to 
scholarships and other community support activities; 
70% of the sales go to game prizes and drawing for 
free food. Info: 481-8668, www.americanlegiontrilak
espost911.com/bingo.htm.

• Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6 p.m. 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist 
Rd. Info: 481-0431. 

• Senior Lunches at the old Monument Town Hall, 
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month 
and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Administration Complex 166 Second St., 
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for 
free bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: 
Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037. 

• Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Coffee, every Tue., 9:30-
11:30 a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. 
Members and non-members are welcome. Seniors, 
come socialize and have coffee and snacks in the front 
lobby. Sign up to bring snacks. Free. Info: 630-2604, 
hbrandon@ppymca.org, www.ppymca.org.

• Al-anon Meeting: Monument Serenity, every Tue., 
7:30-8:30 p.m., Ascent Church, (formerly the Tri-
Lakes Chapel) 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. 
Info: Kay, 481-9258.

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., luncheon meeting at 
Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambassador Dr., (off Voyager 
Blvd in Colorado Springs). Interesting speakers and 
programs; all are welcome. Info: Call Garrett Barton, 
433-5396, Bob Duckworth, 481-4608, www.gleneagl
esertoma.org.

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., noon-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership 
(HAP) invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free 
blood pressure screening 1st & 3rd Wed. $3 donation 
requested. Info: 484-0517.

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek 
Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258. 

• Delivered through Christ Recovery Group, every 
Thu., 6:30-8 p.m., 14960 Woodcarver Rd. (just west 
of I-25 and Baptist Rd.) Bible-based support group 
for all addictions. Info: 930-1954. 

• A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family 
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 
481-0431. 

• Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado 
Support Group. Location varies. For information, 
call Carolyn, 488-3620, www.4-mga.org, 303-360-
7080, 4mga@4-mga.org. 

• Craft Club, Sat., Feb. 1, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Fairfield Inn 
& Suites, Mt. Herman Room, 15275 Struthers Rd. A 
new club is forming for ages 15 and up! Each month 
features a fun, easy to follow paper craft. All supplies 

provided. Fee varies by project. Info: Linda, 375-
8991, Lindacarpy@gmail.com.

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Feb. 
4 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose 
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-8668, www.americanlegi
ontrilakespost911.com.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch & Meeting, Thu., Feb. 6, 11:30 a.m., Tri-
Lakes Fire Department Administrative Building, 166 
Second St., Monument. Meets 1st Thu. each month 
except Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or closed due 
to bad weather. Newcomers welcome. For a ride to 
the meeting, call Faye Brenneman, 488-0076. RSVP 
& info: Irene Walters, 481-1188, or Bev Wells, 488-
3327. 

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Feb. 6, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, 
teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com. 

• A Matter of Balance Class, every Mon., Feb. 10-
Mar. 31, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes HAP Senior 
Center located on the grounds of Lewis-Palmer High 
School. This free 8-week course emphasizes practical 
strategies to reduce fear of falling and increase 
activity levels. It includes exercise to increase 
strength and balance. Registration is required; class 
size is limited to 12. RSVP & info: Rebecca Janecek, 
719-963-0988.

• Moving for Better Balance, every Mon. & Wed., 
2-3 p.m., beginning Feb. 10, Tri-Lakes YMCA, 
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. This free 
12-week class for adults 60 years and older is open 
to nonmembers also. The class incorporates 8 Tai 
Chi forms and other specific exercises for improving 
balance. Info: Melinda, 649-3535. To register, call the 
YMCA, 481-8728.

• Black Forest AARP Potluck Lunch & Meeting, 
Wed., Feb. 12, noon, Black Forest Lutheran Church, 
12455 Black Forest Rd. All ages welcome. Meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: Chuck, 749-9227, or aarpcha
pter1100blackforest.weebly.com.

• HAP-py Feet Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Feb. 12, Senior 
Center located across the street from the Tri-Lakes 
YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School campus. A 
registered nurse examines your feet, provides proper 
toenail trimming, and tests both feet for pulse, nerve 
sensations, and blood circulation. Cost: $30 for a 30-
min. visit; limited financial assistance is available for 
qualifying applicants. 2nd Wed. each month. Info & 
appointments: call the Visiting Nurse Association, 
(303) 698-6496.

• Civil War Roundtable, Wed., Feb. 12, 7 p.m., 
Monument Sanitation District Conference Room, 130 
2nd St., Monument. Open to all, no prior knowledge 
needed. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: Leon 
Tenney, lwt1862@comcast.net. 

• Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu., 
Feb. 13, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Monument, 
after the noontime senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:
30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-
3037. 

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner meeting, Thu., Feb. 13, 6:
30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble 
Beach Way, Monument. New members and visitors 
welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed 
Kinney, 481-2750.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Feb. 13, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Fabulous and Fun Friday Art Night in Tri-Lakes, 
Fri., Feb. 14, 5-8 p.m., Bella Art and Frame, 183 
Washington St., downtown Monument. Weekly art 
show openings every Friday night. Locations rotate 
throughout the month. Info: 487-7691, MAGGIE@b
ellaartandframe.com, www.bellaartandframe.com.

• Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Feb. 15, 9 a.m., Vaile 
Hill Gallery, 118 Hillside Rd., Palmer Lake. A variety 
of art programs are offered after the business meeting. 
Guests welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 
487-1329, www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

• El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling 
Collection Facility, Sat., Feb. 15, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
3255 Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2nd 
Sat. each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 
p.m., accepts porcelain fixtures, common recyclable 
items and household hazardous waste such as paint 

and related products, lawn and garden chemicals, 
household cleaners, old batteries, fire extinguishers, 
fireworks, flares, ammunition, automotive products 
(no tires), various electronics, and TVs up to 19-inch 
diagonal. Bring a nonperishable food item for Care 
and Share. Info: 520-7878, http://adm.elpasoco.com/
Environmental_Services/Solid_Waste_Management. 

• Alzheimer’s Support Group, Sat., Feb. 15, 10-11:
30 a.m., Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. 
Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: LaVonne Putman, 
488-2557. 

• Little Log Kitchen Free Meal, Sat., Feb. 15, noon, 
133 High St., Palmer Lake. Sponsored by Little Log 
Church every 3rd Sat. Info: 481-2409.

• Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, Mon., 
Feb. 17. Meets 3rd Mon. each month for support, 
information, field trips, and special events. Info: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TLHESGmembers or 
tlhesgmembers-owner@yahoogroups.com. 

• Amateur Radio W0TLM (Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Radio Association), Mon., Feb. 17, 6:30 p.m., 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Station 
1, 18650 Hwy 105, west of I-25. All amateur radio 
operators or those interested in becoming amateur 
radio operators are welcome. Meets 3rd Mon. Info: 
Joyce Witte, 488-0859. 

• Drummers! Mon., Feb. 17, 6:30-8 p.m., Yoga 
Pathways, Suite A, West End Center, 755 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. Free and open to the public. Bring any 
kind of drum or other hand percussion instrument 
and join this fun-loving, informal group. Beginners 
welcome! Usually meets 3rd Mon. each month. Verify 
date & time: Char, 488-3138.

• Senior Tea, Tue., Feb. 18, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at 
Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA). 
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to 
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Be prepared to 
have fun! Voluntary donations welcome. Meets 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: Irene C., 484-0517.

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Tue., Feb. 18, 5 
p.m., Police Station, 7850 Goddard (1 block off 
Academy on Kelly Johnson near Chapel Hills 
Mall), Community Room just inside main entrance. 
A DVD will play 5-6 p.m.; meeting starts at 6 p.m. 
Share concerns and success stories and talk to a D.O. 
Learn how you can become pain-free. No charge, no 
products sold. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 481-
2230.

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Feb. 18, 
7 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument. New members welcome. Meets 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: Joe Carlson, 488-1902.

• Macular Degeneration Support Group for the 
Visually Impaired, Thu., Feb. 20, 1-2 p.m. Meets 
3rd Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-
4864 x103. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society: Tom VanWormer 
presents Tri-Lakes Ice Production, Storage, and 
Delivery, Thu., Feb. 20, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. This program is free to the 
public; bring the family. Meets 3rd Thu. Info: Susan 
Adams, 433-1733, www.palmerdividehistory.org.

• Tri-Lakes Lions Club, Thu., Feb. 20, 6:30 p.m. 
social, 7-8 p.m. meeting, Sundance Mountain Lodge, 
1865 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: David Prejean, 434-7031.

• Wisdom and Wealth Master Mind Group: Help-
ing Businesses Grow Using God’s Wisdom, 
Thu., Feb. 20, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 755 Highway 105 
Unit C, Palmer Lake. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. 
RSVP & Info: Meredith Bromfield, 630-618-9400, 
mb52349@gmail.com.

• Ladies Auxiliary to V.F.W. Post 7829, Thu., Feb. 20, 
6:45 p.m., Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Wood-
moor Dr., Monument. New members welcome. If you 
are a female relative of a veteran who served on for-
eign soil during war or other military action, you may 
be eligible. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: Martine 
Arndt, 231-5323, Martine.Arndt@yahoo.com. 

• Fabulous and Fun Friday Art Night in Tri-Lakes, 
Fri., Feb. 21, 5-8 p.m., Southwinds Fine Arts Gallery, 
16575 Roller Coaster Rd., Colo. Springs. Weekly art 
show openings every Friday night. Locations rotate 
throughout the month. Info: 481-6157, www.southw
indsfineart.com.

• Senior Social, Wed., Feb. 26, 1-4 p.m., Fellowship 
Hall of the Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 
Black Forest Rd. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
aarpchapter1100blackforest.weebly.com. 

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Feb. 27, 6:
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30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble 
Beach Way, Monument. New members and visitors 
welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed 
Kinney, 481-2750. 

• Craft Club, Sat., Mar. 1, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Fairfield 
Inn & Suites, Mt. Herman Room, 15275 Struthers 
Rd. A new club is forming for ages 15 and up! Each 
month features a fun, easy to follow paper craft. All 
supplies provided. Fee varies by project. Info: Linda, 
375-8991, Lindacarpy@gmail.com.

• Lupus Support Group. If you suffer with an 
auto-immune disease and want to connect with 
others, you are welcome to join this group. Info: 
dmbandle@hotmail.com.

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Meet other stay-at-home moms and kids in 
our area for weekly activities such as play dates, 
lunch out, park days, and even Mom’s night out. Info: 
monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Pre-K and Kin-

dergarten Registration Events, Wed., Feb. 5, Bear 
Creek Elementary School, 9:30-10:30 a.m. & 6:30-7:
30 p.m.; Lewis-Palmer Elementary School, 1:30-2:
30 p.m. & 5:30-6:30 p.m.; Palmer Lake Elementary 
School, 2:30-3:30 p.m. & 6-7:30 p.m.; Prairie Winds 
Elementary School, 2-3 p.m. & 5-6:30 p.m.; Ray 
Kilmer Elementary School, 5-6:30 p.m. Parents/
guardians only, please. Bring copies of birth cer-
tificate and immunization record, proof of residence 
(kindergarten only). Registration packets are available 
at preschool and elementary schools, the district web-
site, and the administration office, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Info: 488-4700, info@lewispalmer.org, 
www.lewispalmer.org.

• The Heart of Monument, Sat., Feb. 8, 9 a.m.-noon, 
D-38 stadium, Lewis-Palmer High School, 1300 Hig-
by Rd., Monument. The Monument Police Depart-
ment and Lewis-Palmer Girls’ Soccer Program pres-
ent a Saturday morning of toy giveaways and soccer 
fun for ages 4-12! Work on your soccer skills and get 
a toy from the police department. Please bring non-
perishable food products for the canned food drive for 
Tri-Lakes Cares. Info: jmarti2002@aol.com.

• Beautiful & Beloved Valentines Day Open House, 
Sat., Feb. 8, noon-5 p.m., 21 Lower Glenway St., 
Palmer Lake. Come in for food, drinks, prizes, and 
unique gifts that empower women all over the world. 
Info: 344-8920.

• Free Stroke and Heart Attack Recognition Class, 
Wed., Feb. 12, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lu-
theran Church, 12455 Black Forest Rd. Black Forest 
Search and Rescue paramedics will teach how to 
recognize the indicators of stroke and heart attack 
and how to respond. Free and open to the public. All 
attending the class are invited to stay for the noon 
potluck lunch with the Black Forest AARP chapter. 
Info: Chuck, 749-9227, or aarpchapter1100blackfore
st.weebly.com.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) 
Exhibit Opening and Heritage Lecture: Social 
Life in Western Mining Camps, Thu., Feb. 13, 5:
30 p.m., 7 p.m. lecture. Free and open to the public. 
Learn about the other people besides miners who 
came west, their living and working conditions, and 
what they brought along. Reservations required. 
WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 
156 A). RSVP & info: 488-0880, rsvp@wmmi.org, 
www.wmmi.org.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Willson & Mc Kee, Fri., Feb. 14, opening act at 
7 p.m., doors open at 6:15. Black Forest Commu-
nity Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. 
Hybrid of Celtic and contemporary acoustic music. 
Cost: $10 general, $5 BRAS members, $5 nonmem-
ber students. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, or email 
jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit www.blackroseacoustic.
org.

• Aspen Glow Therapeutic Massage Valentine Hot 
Stone Massage Special, $50. Info: Cindy Zarges, 
661-6268.

• The Villa Palmer Lake Celebrates Valentine’s Day, 
Fri.-Sat., Feb. 14-15, 5-9 p.m., 75 Hwy 105, Palmer 
Lake. A special menu and acoustic guitarist Tom Leh-
recke will help create a memorable evening. RSVP & 
Info: 481-2222.

• McCord’s Garden Center & Landscaping Garden 
Center Season Opening, Sat., Feb. 15, 780 Hwy. 
105, Palmer Lake. Complete landscape services and 
vole and gopher removal service. Info: 640-1134, 

www.mccordgardens.com.
• 30 Years of Love Benefit Concert featuring 

Colorado’s own FireFall, Sun., Feb. 16, 3-7 p.m., 
Douglas County Events Center, 500 Fairgrounds Dr., 
Castle Rock. Proceeds to benefit the Douglas/Elbert 
Task Force. Buy tickets at www.modtickets.com/
detaskforce. Info: 720-648-5558.

• Fuel Church Rap Concert, Sun., Feb. 16, 5-7:30 
p.m., Lewis-Palmer Middle School, 1776 Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument. Rap Artist Saylah pre-launches Fuel 
Church and brings awareness to India Save the Girl 
Child Campaign. Tickets: $5 in advance, $7 at the 
door. Info: www.fuelchurch.org, 1-844-FUEL-4-ME 
(383-5463), info@fuel.org.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
PUBLISH! History and Science Writing for Teach-
ers and Learners of All Ages, Sat., Feb. 22, 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. Steven Veatch, geologist and educator, will 
cover basic research, writing techniques and tips, us-
ing illustrations, science photography, and publication 
issues. Cost: $20 adults, $10 students (21 and under); 
WMMI members get $5 off adult admission, and $2 
off student admission. Space is limited to 30 people. 
Advance registration required. WMMI is located at 
225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156). RSVP & Info: 
488-0880, rsvp@wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org.

• Formal Wear Fashion Show, Sat., Feb. 22, 6-8 p.m., 
Discovery Canyon Campus High School Theater, 
1810 North Gate Blvd. Get ideas for Prom and even 
purchase your dress on site. Silent auction, bake sale, 
celebrities’ autographs. Cost: $6 adults, $3 students. 
Info: 234-1800.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage head-
lined by Cosy Sheridan, Fri., Feb. 28, opening act 
at 7 p.m., doors open at 6:15. Black Forest Com-
munity Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup 
Road. One of the most riveting folk performers out 
there. Cost: $10 general, $5 BRAS members, $5 non-
member students. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, or email 
jrmtn@comcast.net, or visit www.blackroseacoustic.
org.

• Fuel Church, Sun., Feb. 23, Donuts and coffee: 10 
a.m., Main Service: 10:30 a.m.-noon, Lewis-Palmer 
Middle School, 1776 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. 
Authenticity, connection, and transformation; non-
denominational, spirit-led. Info: www.fuelchurch.org, 
info@fuel.org.

• From Survive to Thrive with Raleigh Dove, Sun., 
Feb. 23, Yoga Pathways, 755 Hwy. 105, Palmer Lake. 
For those who have had breast cancer plus others. 
Info: www.YogaPathwaysStudio.com, 481-4137.

• Holy Trinity Anglican Church Pancake Dinner, 
Tue., Mar. 4, 6-7 p.m. 13990 Gleneagle Dr. Eat pan-
cakes and be merry. Info: 331-3084.

• Holy Trinity Anglican Church Ash Wednesday, 
Wed., Mar. 5, 7:30-8:30 a.m. Morning Worship; 7:
30-8:30 p.m. Evening Worship. 13990 Gleneagle Dr. 
Info: 331-3084.

• Meet the Finalists, Fri., March 7, 5-6:30 p.m., ad-
ministration building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. 
The public is welcome to a community reception 
for the final candidates for Lewis-Palmer School 
District Superintendent of Schools. Info: 488-4700, 
info@lewispalmer.org, www.lewispalmer.org.

• Pi = Pie Fun Run, Sat., Mar. 15, check in 1:30 p.m., 
race at 2 p.m., Palmer Lake Park. Run 3.14 miles out 
and back. Proceeds go to the Tri-Lakes Cares Snack 
Pack Program. Register online: www.eventbrite.com 
(search for “Pi=Pie”).

• Beyond Limits Spring Break Robotics, Mar. 24-
28; Mon.-Thu., 9 a.m.-noon or 1-4 p.m., Fri. 9 a.m.-4 
p.m., 1850 Woodmoor Dr., Suite 100, Monument. 
Design, build, and program a robot and compete 
with other teams. Recommended for ages 9-13. Cost: 
$149. Info: 772-6061, info@beyondlimits-kids.com.

• 38th Annual Pine Forest Antiques, Home Décor 
& Garden Show and Sale, Sat., Apr. 26, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sun., Apr. 27, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m., Lewis-Palmer 
High School, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument. (I-25 
exits 161 or 158). The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club’s an-
nual event features new and returning antique dealers, 
“The Bakery,” botanical topiaries and plants for sale, 
garden exhibits, delicious bistro dining, glass repair, 
and much more. Cost: $6; proceeds benefit qualified 
nonprofit and public service organizations and public 
schools in the Tri-Lakes area. Info: www.TLWC.net.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by 
local governmental entities and not-for-profit organiza-

tions. We include events that are open to the general pub-
lic and are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If 
space is available, complimentary calendar listings are 
included, when requested, for events advertised in the 
current issue. To have your event listed at no charge in 
Our Community Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send 
the information to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor on topics of general interest. The OCN editorial 
board has established a policy that we do not know-
ingly print letters that have appeared in substantially 
the same form elsewhere. Please identify your sub-
mission as a letter to the editor and include your full 
name, home address, and day and evening phone 
numbers. A limit of 300 words is recommended. To 
ensure that OCN contains a variety of viewpoints, 
each letter writer is limited to a maximum of one 
(1) letter to the editor per issue and six (6) letters per 
calendar year.Letters may be edited for length, gram-
mar, and accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ocn.me 
or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. In response to 
problems receiving e-mail, if you send your letter by 
e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowledgment. If 
you do not receive an acknowledgement, please call 
Lisa Hatfield at 719-339-7831 to confirm that we have 
received your letter.
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For all your garage door needs! 
� Springs 
� Repairs 
� New Doors and Openers 
� Barn and Arena Doors 
� Tom Martino�s Referral List 10 Yrs 
� Locally-Owned and Operated 
� BBB Gold Star Member Since 2002 
� Visa, Mastercard, and Discover  

Accepted

CallCall
(719) 602(719) 602--43594359
(303) 646(303) 646--44994499

GO
BRONCOS!

183 Washington Street 
Historic Downtown Monument

(719) 487-7691
www.bellaartandframe.com 

Bella Art & Frame specializes  
in framing your Bronco  

sports memorabilia: Jerseys, 
footballs, trading cards,  

tickets, and more. Shop our 
downtown Monument gallery 
for one-of-a-kind keepsakes.

9164 Spruce Mountain  
Road, Unit B 

Larkspur, CO 80118 

(720) 379-3584-
www.spa-medica.net 

*Limited Time Offer

           SKIN AND LASER CENTER 
For Men and Women 

This little piggy 
had toenail fungus 
This little piggy had none.  
This little piggy had laser.  
This little piggy 
wishes he  
had some.
Pamper your piggies and kill 
the pathogens that cause 

fungus. Call for a FREE 
consultation 

Mention this ad, get two 
laser treatments for one toe 

for only $99 or four 
treatments for all 10 toes  
for only $399 (reg. $900)!*

Offer valid through Feb. 28
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