
Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education, Sept. 10

Board passes resolution 
opposing methadone clinic, 

approves policies
By Harriet Halbig

The Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Educa-
tion passed a resolution in opposition to 
opening a methadone clinic in downtown 
Monument, approved several policies, and 
recognized members of the staff, a teacher, 
and a student during its Sept. 10 meeting.

Resolution regarding 
methadone clinic

Following discussions at past board 
meetings and acknowledging a number 
of public rallies and meetings, the board 
discussed and passed a resolution in op-
position to locating a methadone clinic in 
downtown Monument in the former post 
office building across the street from Lim-
bach Park.

In discussing the resolution, board 
Treasurer John Magerko commented that 
he had researched other clinics opened 
by the same company and found that they 
were not located in similar areas. 

Board Vice President John Mann said 
that he initially was reluctant to offer a res-
olution as it would appear the board was 
imposing its will on the town government. 
However, he said that the location of clinic 
is the primary issue and that other, larger 
communities may have a greater need of 
such services. He acknowledges the need 
for such services, but not the location.

Board President Mark Pfoff said that, 
since the issue is not yet finalized, he felt it 
appropriate that the board express an opin-
ion. He supports efforts to keep the com-
munity as it is.

The resolution is worded as follows:
Whereas the Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict is committed not only to providing a 
quality education for our students but also 
to supporting our communities in provid-
ing a safe and healthy environment in 

which our schools are located; and
Whereas the Lewis-Palmer Board of 

Education supports community members’ 
efforts to preserve our community values 
and environment by placing schools and 
other businesses in locations that are con-
sistent with sound zoning and planning 
standards and the adopted plan of the 
community; and

Whereas the Lewis-Palmer Board 
of Education is supportive of individuals 
seeking treatment for addictions, it ques-
tions the rationale of locating a metha-
done clinic in a small town, directly across 
the street from a popular park utilized by 
young children, and in very close proxim-
ity to a building utilized by our students; 
and

Whereas the Lewis-Palmer Board of 
Education believes that placing a metha-
done clinic within the community and par-
ticularly in the proposed location will be 
inconsistent with sound school-community 
planning standards and have a negative 
impact on our schools, our students, and 
our school community,

Now, therefore be it resolved that the 
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board of 
Education hereby expresses its opposition 
to the establishment of a methadone clinic 
in the Town of Monument or within the Tri-
Lakes Community.

Adopted this 10th day of September 
2015.

Board comments
Mann commented that he has received 
emails and read letters from candidates for 
the board enumerating “what I will do if 
elected.” He stressed that the board as a 
whole is an entity and that an individual 
member cannot implement change un-

See pages 27-31 for details of these 
and many other local events.

Palmer Lake Art Group 42nd Christ-
mas Arts & Crafts Fair, Fri.-Sun., 
Oct. 2-4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Community Meeting on the New Santa 
Fe Regional Trail, Mon., Oct. 5, 6 
p.m.

Monument Hill Kiwanis Empty Bowls 
Dinner & Silent Auction, Wed., Oct. 
7, 5-7:30 p.m. 

D-38 School Board Candidate Forum, 
Thu., Oct. 8, 6:30 p.m.

Palmer Lake needs Volunteers for 
Weed Removal, Sat., Oct. 10 & 24, 
8-11 a.m. 

Reynolds Ranch Harvest Festival, Sat.-
Sun., Oct. 10-11, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Inaugural Palmer Lake .5K Run, Sun., 
Oct. 11, 9:30 a.m.-noon

Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Oct. 14
D-38 School Board Candidate Forum, 

Wed., Oct. 14, 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Palmer Lake Historical Society: George 

Washington, Thu., Oct. 15, 7 p.m. 
Joshua Davis of “The Voice” Live at 

TLCA, Thu., Oct. 15, 7 p.m. 
AARP Smart Driver Course, Wed., Oct. 

21, 12:45-5 p.m.
Wine & Roses 2015, Fri., Oct. 23, 6-9 

p.m.
Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Oct. 30 
Creepy Crawl 5 K & 1-mile Kids’ Run, 

Sat., Oct. 31, 5K begins 9:30 a.m., 
1-mile free Kids Run begins 10:30 
a.m.

Downtown Monument Safe Trick or 
Treat, Sat., Oct. 31, 4-6 p.m.  

Downtown Monument Holiday Open 
House, Fri.-Sat., Nov. 6-7 ■

Local Events
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Above: On September 12, The Awake Palmer Lake Committee and Tri-Lakes 
Little League sponsored a cooperative effort to restore and improve the Ballpark 
at Palmer Lake with a celebration and fundraiser. UpaDowna, one of the event 
sponsors, offered free demos on stand up paddling on the lake which were 
enjoyed by participants. UpaDowna provides access to outdoor adventures to 
empower individuals, create healthier communities and foster a respect for the 
environment. Photo by Jackie Burhans

By Lisa Hatfield
The Sept. 21 Monument Board of Trust-
ees meeting was preceded by a two-hour 
workshop on water rates and fees with 
Will Koger of Forsgren Associates. The 
official meeting then convened and im-
mediately went into a two-hour executive 
session. 

When the public session resumed, 
Police Chief Jake Shirk explained about a 
series of arrests in Monument in Septem-
ber, and he emphasized how important it 
was that witnesses call police with infor-
mation about what and whom they saw, 
even if police have already arrived on the 
scene, because citizens can add vital new 
data to investigations potentially leading 
to arrests. The trustees also approved a 
resolution to hire land use attorney Car-
olynne White to assist the town with zon-
ing ordinances.
Trustees consult with attorneys
As soon as the meeting convened at 6:32 
p.m., the board went into executive ses-
sion to consult with Town Attorney Gary 
Shupp and Colorado Intergovernmental 
Risk Sharing Agency (CIRSA) Attorney 

Above: On Aug. 22, four Donala 
water operators repaired a 250,000 
gallon water main leak on Jessie 
Drive, adjacent to the Antelope Trails 
Elementary School. This photo shows 
where the ruptured 10-foot portion of 
the 8-inch 100 psi water main was 
removed. A new segment of pipe was 
subsequently installed to replace the 
damaged portion of the existing main, 
using cast iron couplers at each end of 
the splice. Note the depth of the water 
main and the substantial amount of 
undercutting of the road, sidewalk, 
and school property that the Donala 
repair team replaced by 4:30 p.m. on 
Aug. 23. Photo courtesy of Ronny 
Wright, Donala Water and Sanitation 
District. See article on page 16.

Monument Board of Trustees, 
Sept. 21

Citizens’ tips 
lead to multiple 

arrests in 
Monument drug 

operation

(Continued on page 10)
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less the entire body votes to approve the 
changes.

He said that there are two types of 
entity in the district, those who guide and 
those who do. The board is a governing 
body created by state statute. The board 
collectively votes on policy in public 
meetings.

The only “doer” in the system is the 
superintendent, who implements the poli-
cies approved by the board. The super-
intendent hires, fi res, and supervises em-
ployees of the district. The superintendent 
is the only individual directly hired and 
supervised by the board.

Mann used the example of the district 
opting out of participation in the state’s 
Healthy Kids Survey. With knowledge of 
the board’s concern about data privacy, the 
superintendent looked at the survey, con-

sulted state Rep. Paul Lundeen regarding 
the invasive nature of the survey, and de-
cided not to participate.

Magerko, Secretary Sherri Hawkins, 
and Director Matthew Clawson said they 
had attended various Back to School 
Nights and were impressed with the ex-
citement among the teachers and their 
children.

Clawson also commented that, when 
he learned of the secure perimeter action at 
Prairie Winds in August, he refrained from 
going to the school, knowing how thor-
oughly staff was trained in dealing with 
such situations.

Magerko reported that he, Assistant 
Superintendent Cheryl Wangeman, and 

 
719-481-1855 

124 First Street, Monument 
www.petertherock.org 

 
 
 

 

CALL OR VISIT TO ENROLL 
         PRESCHOOL - 8TH GRADE 

 

 NCA accredited, State Licensed 
 Dedicated to Catholic Values 
 Financial Aid Available 
 Full day & Half day Preschool 

 Core Knowledge Curriculum 
 Highly Qualified Teachers 
 Small Class Size 
 High Standardized Test Scores 

      St. Peter Catholic  
    School is hosting its  

 
 5th Annual  

Holiday Boutique 
November 14 

 

9:00-3:00  *  Gym  *  FREE 

Happy Hour, Tuesday-Saturday, 5-6 pm  
Well Cocktails $3. Pikes Peak Brewing Company  

Pint Drafts $3.50. Glass of Wine $2 OFF.  
Bottles of Wine $8 OFF. Bottled Beers $1 OFF. 

Special during Happy Hour: Buy one entrée, receive a 
second entrée of equal or lesser value at HALF PRICE! 

 

Open For Lunch: Tue.-Sat., 11 am-2 pm 
Open for Dinner: Tue.-Sat., 5 pm-close 

 

Start booking your holiday parties 
with us now!! 

 

Please check our Facebook page at  
www.facebook.com/thevillapalmerlake  

for updates on live music, special events, nightly specials, etc. 

75 Highway 105 
Reservations appreciated:  

481-2222 

www.TheVillaPalmerLake.com 

Delicious, handcrafted meals 
lovingly prepared in the “almost 
heaven” setting of panoramic 

Palmer Lake. 
 

More than just a delicious meal, 
a memorable Colorado dining 
experience for all your senses! 

 
Weather permitting, our patio is 
now open for lunch and dinner! 

D38 (Continued from page 1)
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Superintendent Karen Brofft 
have begun meetings with Monu-
ment Academy regarding renego-
tiation of their five-year contract 
with the district.
Superintendent update

Brofft commented that Clawson 
was wise to trust the staff at Prai-
rie Winds during the incident. 
The best action parents can take 
in such a situation is to be sup-
portive. Staff members have 
specific protocols that they 
have practiced.

Brofft said that she and 
several other superinten-
dents will be meeting next 
week to discuss such com-
mon issues as budget and as-
sessments.

Wangeman said that she 
had met with 13 other chief 
financial officers in the past 
week to discuss enrollment 
and other subjects.

She thanked Monument 
Police Chief Jake Shirk for 
his help during the Prai-
rie Winds incident and also 
thanked the Safety and Se-
curity Committee who will 
review and discuss the re-
sponse.

Wangeman also reported 
that such other district prop-
erties as the stadium are be-
ing reviewed regarding such 
safety requirements as emer-
gency exits and a gate for 
ambulance access. She said 
that a standardized recorded 
announcement is being de-
veloped for use in emergen-
cies.

Wangeman said that it 
appears that the district en-
rollment is 64 students more 
than projected, but stressed 
that we must await the Oc-

tober count. Statistics for free/
reduced lunch students are not 
yet available. She noted that the 
increased count also included a 
number of special needs students, 
which may require an adjustment 
in the district budget to provide 
classroom support.

Policy IKA: grading/
assessment systems

Director of Assessment and 
Gifted Education Lori Benton 
reported on ongoing revisions in 
the policy regarding assessments 
and grading.

In clarification of last 
month’s article on the subject, 
the decision whether to adminis-
ter a test with paper/pencil or on 
computers is made by the school 
board and based on a number of 
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factors. Districts may test at any time during a Colorado 
Department of Education determined window, the dates of 
which will be provided in mid-November. College and ca-
reer readiness testing will take place for sophomores and 
juniors in the spring.

To read the entire policy, please see lewispalmer.org, 
go to the Board of Education tab and click on policies.

DAAC charge
Benton also introduced the charge for the District Ac-
countability Advisory Committee. Some of the duties in-
clude review of district and school Unifi ed Improvement 
Plans and sponsorship of forums for candidates for the 
board. The Committee for Public Engagement also moni-
tors legislative developments on the state and local levels. 
DAAC consults with the board regarding the fairness, ef-
fectiveness, and professional quality of the licensed per-
sonnel performance evaluation system and advises the 
board regarding budget priorities.

Approval of policy on staff conduct 
and responsibilities

Following discussion in past meetings, the board approved 

the fi nal wording of Policy GBEB, Staff Conduct and Re-
sponsibilities. 

This policy stresses the concept that the district stands 
for character and integrity and that staff should exemplify 
“appropriate adult behaviors. At no time shall any staff 
engage in behavior that may be deemed otherwise (includ-
ing but not limited to profanity, inappropriate jokes or ges-
tures, sexist or racist comments, and electronic harassment 
or cyber bullying.)” Inappropriate behavior “may result in 
discipline up to and including termination.”

The policy also covers disclosure of confi dential in-
formation, accepting gifts, and various other aspects.

This policy is also available on the website.
Other information items

Director of Instruction and Information Technology Liz 
Walhof reported on new resources in the district, using 
examples of students using Google products to work to-
gether on projects and presentations.

Public Information Offi cer Julie Stephen reported on 
ongoing projects such as the development of a new dis-
trict website, development of a new district calendar that 
encompasses all grade levels, and contacts with various 
media outlets, both print and electronic.

Special recognitions
Lewis-Palmer Middle School Principal Seann O’Connor 
introduced Emma Tillotson, who read her essay on the 
subject of why we appreciate American veterans. This 
essay, entered in a Veterans of Foreign Wars contest last 
year, won fi rst place in the Patriots Pen annual contest and 
was the Monument VFW Post overall post winner.

Palmer Lake Elementary School Principal Peggy 
Griebenow introduced Tamiya Stone, who was selected 
as the 2016 Colorado Music Educators Association Out-
standing Young Music Educator. This award is presented 
to educators in their fi rst fi ve years of teaching.

Above: Elementary music and beginning band 
teacher Tamiya Stone, left, was recognized for 
receiving a state award. On the right are her parents 
and Lewis-Palmer Elementary School Principal 
Peggy Griebenow. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Monument Hill  
Farmers Market  

             Every Saturday  
               8 am-2 pm 
Behind the D-38 Administration Building at 2nd 
and Jefferson St. in Downtown Monument. Park 
in the administration building parking lot or the 

Catholic Church parking lot.  
Playground for the kids! Many new vendors 

plus all your old favorites!  
Palisade Peaches and Cherries are in! 

 

For information, call 592-9420. 

719-536-4581 

Stunning Classic built home in Promontory Point w/ a beautiful profes-
sionally landscaped yard, rock flower gardens & walkways, stamped 

concrete patio. Formal living & dining rms, great rm w/ stacked stone fp, 
kitchen w/ slab granite & ss appliances, lower family rm. 5/4/3/SF:3,728 

THE 
WHEATON TEAM  

Outstanding ranch style home set on the golf course w/ extraordinary 
features. Gleaming Hickory h/w floors that flow throughout most of the 

main, formal dining room, vaulted great room w/ stacked stone fp & 
lots of natural light, walkout lower family rm w/ fp. 5/6/4/SF:5,936 

THE
WHEATON

Jean & John Wheaton 
Zane Whitfield 

www.TheWheatonTeam.com 

Exceptional Service, Extraordinary Results! 

$835,000$835,000 

Each RE/MAX Brokerage Business is Independently Owned & Operated 

 Situated on almost a ½ acre lot backing to 12 acres of open space in 
Woodmoor w/ Pikes Peak views. Huge two-story entryway w/ tile floor, 

spacious family rm, bath w/ updated tiled shower, spacious gourmet 
kitchen w/ slab granite, hardwood flrs, private studio.  4/5/3/SF:6,767 

New Construction! Exquisitely built Mediterranean style home located in 
the sought after gated community of Calistoga. Designed w/ an open & 

flowing floor plan that exudes charm & character. Stunning architectural 
details, stone & stucco exterior, tile roof, front courtyard.  4/4/3/SF:6,920 

Mark D George, DDS, 
Orthodontic Specialist 

 

Braces and Invisalign 
for Children, Adolescents, and Adults 

 

Call to schedule a FREE consultation
(719) 488-2806 

1880 Willow Park Way, #102 
Off Woodmoor Drive near  

Lewis-Palmer Middle School 
 

www.drgeorgeortho.com 

 
 

  

 
       

www.YogaPathwaysStudio.com  481-4137  
 755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile w. of Monument Safeway)  

Yoga Pathways 
 Raleigh Dove, E-RYT 500, Cert. Yoga Therapist 

  Public and Private Classes  
Specializing in Yoga Therapeutics 

Above: Emma Tillotson received an award from 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars for her essay on 
why we appreciate veterans. Photo by Julie 
Stephen.
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Citizens’ comments
Tammy John expressed her concerns about 
the use of the TS Gold readiness assess-
ment, and especially her concern about 
data privacy and parents’ rights.

Sarah Sampayo, a candidate for a 
school board seat, shared information 
about a recent teleconference regarding 
Common Core. She encouraged the board 

to use local control to opt out of its use.
At the August board meeting, Sam-

payo spoke about the new social studies 
text book. John spoke about notifying par-
ents about new curriculum.

**********
The Board of Education of Lewis-Palmer 
D-38 meets at 6 p.m. on the third Thurs-
day of each month in the district’s Learn-

ing Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. The next meeting 
will be on Oct. 16.

Harriet Halbig may be 
reached at harriethalbig@

ocn.me.

Powers Pet Porters 
“Your Pet’s Nanny” 

Serving the Tri-Lakes area 
 

• Pet sitting in your home/day visits/overnight 
• Pet taxi service – to vet, groomer, day care 
• Pet concierge – shopping for food, supplies 
• Dog walking 

 

Joan Powers  719-641-6017  
joan@powerspetporters.com 

LPEA District 38 Board of Education Candidate Forum, Sept. 9

Candidates for School Board  
speak to the community 

By James Howald
On Sept. 9, the Lewis-Palmer Educa-
tion Association sponsored a forum 
for candidates running for seats on 
the District 38 Board of Education in 
the district’s administration building 
at 192 Front St. 

All candidates invited; 
three do not attend

Eight candidates are seeking a seat on 
the District 38 School Board in the 
election to be held on Nov. 3: Dale 
Bastin, Kris Beasley, Matt Clawson, 
Sherri Hawkins, Lani Moore, Mark 
Pfoff, Gordon Reichal, and Sarah 
Sampayo. All eight were invited to at-
tend the forum and were sent a ques-
tionnaire. Bastin, Beasley, Clawson, 
Hawkins and Pfoff attended the form; 
Moore, Reichal and Sampayo did 
not attend. Beasley, who was out of 
town on business, attended by phone 
bridge.
Moderator establishes rules 
Tom Chapman, an instrumental music 
teacher in D-38 for six years, moder-
ated the forum. 

Each candidate was given two 
minutes for an opening statement. 
Chapman then asked the candidates 11 
questions. Each question was initially 
assigned to specific candidates, who 
were given two minutes to answer. 
After the first answers, the other can-
didates were given one minute to an-
swer the same question if they elected 
to do so. Finally, all candidates were 
given two minutes for a closing state-
ment. There were no questions from 
members of the audience.

The forum was streamed on the 
internet live. It can be seen online 
through USTREAM (http://ustre.
am/1r4Vy).
Note: This article, for reasons of 
space, summarizes the candidate’s 
remarks. The complete event can be 
seen online at the URL given above.

Hawkins’s opening 
statement

In her opening statement, Hawkins 
said she had been appointed to the 
board in 2013 and was running to 
validate her appointment with the 
voters. She has two children at Palm-
er Lake Elementary School. Active in 
the Parent Teacher Organization and a 
classroom volunteer, she worked as a 
teacher and a coach after graduating 
from Ohio State. Her family chose to 
live in D-38 because they valued the 
high quality of the education the dis-
trict offered, Hawkins said.

Beasley’s opening 
statement

A desire to pay something back 
to the community motivated 
Beasley to run for a seat on the 
board, he said in his opening 
statement. His goal is to ensure 
that the district continues to de-
velop “well-rounded, academi-
cally ready, creative, and glob-
ally aware citizens,” he said, 
adding that he wants to see the 
district’s history of excellence 
continued.

After 28 years in the Air 
Force, Beasley and his wife 
chose to live in D-38 because 
he wanted to give his children 
the best education in the state, 
he said. 

Beasley has served on the 
District Accountability Adviso-
ry Committee for a year and a 
half, and wants to maintain the 
district’s excellent results and 
fiscal responsibility, he said.

Pfoff’s opening 
statement

Pfoff and his wife have lived 
in the district for 18 years, 
have two children in 
district schools, and 

he has served on the board for seven 
years, he said. 

He has been endorsed by retired 
D38 Superintendent Ted Bauman and 
by retired D-38 Principal Judy Ja-
domski.

Pfoff views teachers as a key 
contributors to students’ education, 
he said, adding that during his time 
on the board he has never declined an 
invitation to meet with any of the dis-
trict’s employees.

Pfoff pointed out that he does 
not agree with those who say incum-
bency is always an advantage. In the 
election held eight years ago, all the 
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incumbents lost their seats, he said, while four years ago 
three incumbents were re-elected. What matters most is 
what a board member does in office, he said.

Pfoff concluded by listing some of the district’s 
achievements during the time he has served on the board:
•	 The district has had a balanced budget for the last six 

years, and all operational debt is paid off.
•	 Property taxes have been lowered because the district 

has refinanced bonds.
•	 All financial audits have been clean.
•	 The district’s Advanced Placement program has 

achieved honor roll status for four years, and is one 
of only 17 districts in the country to rate that highly.

•	 The district has been Accredited with Distinction by 
the state of Colorado every year the state has pro-
vided that assessment.

•	 The district has the highest on-time graduation rate 
in the state

Clawson’s opening statement
He is a Colorado Springs native with five children and 
his family has lived in the district for five years, Claw-
son said in his opening statement. His children have had 
a “phenomenal experience” in the district’s schools, he 
said. 

Clawson has been an executive vice president and 
president of the Boy Scouts, stewarding 10,000 children 
and 4,000 adult volunteers. He has also served with Unit-
ed Way and with the Boys & Girls Club, he said, and, 
as a lawyer, has been active in the effort to implement 
restorative justice principles in the legal system.

He has no political ambitions, Clawson said, adding 
that “kids are the focus” of his campaign, and that he 
views teachers as key to education. He wants to attract 
and retain the best teachers in D-38, he said

Bastin’s opening statement
Dale Bastin has served in the armed services for 25 years, 
16 of them overseas, he said in his opening remarks. His 
two children have attended D-38 schools for five years, 
he said. 

During much of his military career his children at-
tended Department of Defense-run schools in Germany, 
Belgium, Canada, and several states in the U.S., giving 
him experience with many different educational systems, 
he said.

He is currently an entrepreneur, along with his wife, 
he said, and his degrees are in natural resource manage-
ment and economics. He does not have a strong back-
ground in education, he said.

Bastin’s approach will be to listen to voters, educa-
tors, students and other stakeholders, he said. He is not 
running for a seat on the board because he feels he has all 
the answers, he pointed out, and his goal will be to con-
tinue the excellent education the district offers.

The questions and where to find 
the candidate’s answers

For reasons of space, OCN can’t print the complete re-
sponses from the candidates. Rather than summarize re-
sponses, we provide the questions below, list the candi-
dates who answered them, and give the time in the online 
video where you can hear the answer to that question. The 
online video is at: http://ustre.am/1r4Vy.

“Share some of the ways in which you do or would 
work with all education stakeholders to provide the best 
education for every student.” Answered by Bastin and 
Clawson at 18:20.

 Monument (Cont. from p1)

Tammie’s Cleaning Service  
 
 

Dependable and honest with  
an old-fashioned work ethic!  My mission is  

to provide a quality service to you and your home.  
I charge reasonable rates and provide quality service 

with a personal touch to meet your needs!  

 
 

(719) 648-4725  

Let Me Do Your Dirty Work! 
 

COUNSELING 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST MA 

MARY SENOUR 
Marriage • Family • Adolescents  • Substance Abuse       

Body Image •  Coping Skills • Coaching 
236 N. Washington, Monument CO 

Email:senour71@gmail.com 
Phone: 719-331-4312  

Two days of holiday merchant 
promotions to get you in the spirit!

Refreshments

Holiday
Decorations

Door 
Prizes

GiftCertificates
Historic Monument Merchants Association

More info at www.monumentmerchants.com

Friday
NOV.
6th

Saturday
NOV.
7th

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN MONUMENT

HELP WANTED 
Early Childhood Teachers 

$200 SIGN ON BONUS!!  
 Hope Montessori Academy’s Monument location is 
currently hiring Early Childhood Teachers to work full and 
part time with children ages 6 weeks through 12 years. 
Candidates must have flexibility in scheduling - working 
until 6pm may be required. 
 Candidates must be enthusiastic, warm, nurturing, kind, 
creative, individuals who have experience working with 
these age groups. Positions available working with children 
ages 6 weeks through 12 years. Compensation is 
competitive and based on education and experience. All 
candidates who will receive an offer of employment will be 
required to undergo and pass a drug screening test. 
 If you are not sure if you are ECT qualified, please view 
this chart to review requirements before applying: 
http://media.wix.com/ugd/ 
97dde5_2c4b82bfa280a28ca674ab070088aca0.pdf 
Please apply only if you have completed at least one ECE 
class at a college or university. 
 If you are a qualified candidate, please email a resume 
to monument@hopeacademy.com or apply in person at: 
18075 Minglewood Trail 80132 
719-488-8723 
 

***Sign on bonus awarded after 45 days of continued 
employment with Hope Montessori Academy.** 
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“Share with us your ideas on 
how Lewis-Palmer school district 
can maintain our accomplished 
academic status and yet continue 
to grow in student achievement 
for the future.” Answered by 
Hawkins at 25:20.

“Common Core has been a 
hot topic in the nation and with 
some of our candidates; how will 
you ensure that educators get 
training in implementing aca-
demic and postsecondary work-
force readiness standards and 
state assessments to ensure suc-
cess in our schools?” Answered 
by Bastin at 31:24.

 “Do you believe in parents 
opting out their children from 
statewide assessments? Share 
with us your ideas about elimi-
nating the negative consequences 
associated with student results 

of statewide and district assess-
ments tied to teacher evalua-
tions.” Answered by Beasley at 
37:50.

“Share with us your ideas 
to recruit and retain the highest 
quality teachers.” Answered by 
Bastin, Clawson and Hawkins at 
43:45.

“Share with us your ideas 
on teacher evaluations as they 
pertain to Lewis-Palmer school 
educators.” Answered by Beas-
ley at 50:50.

“Share the ways in which 
you have advocated for sus-
tainable education funding 
and forging community part-
nerships to attain sustainable 
funding.” Answered by Pfoff at 
56:28.

“Financial Transparency 
continues to be another “hot” 

topic in our community, share 
your ideas for requiring pub-
lic school to comply with this; 
please include your ideas for 
charter schools, online schools, 
etc.” Answered by Clawson and 
Pfoff at 1:03:07.

“Our district has invested 
time, money, and training in 
strengthening programs and poli-
cies that support and promote 

student and school safety; what 
are further steps you envision for 
our district?” Answered by Pfoff 
at 1:11:25.

“Share with us the ways 
for maintaining and improving 
teacher and staff voice within our 
district.” Answered by Hawkins 
at 1:19:50.

“What is your vision of 
providing students and school 

employees access to technology 
resources to deliver skills to the 
21st century learner to be suc-
cessful in competing in the global 
economy?” Answered by Beas-
ley at 1:25:40. 

**********
James Howald can be reached at 

jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Beautiful home to be custom-
built by Riverwood Homes on 
twenty gorgeous acres in south 
Douglas County! Home has not 
been started but will be soon. 
Now is the time to buy and make 
your changes. Planned is a 5,456 
sq. ft. rancher with 5 bd, 5 ba, 4 
car garage with 3 bd on the main. 
Gated horse/agricultural commu-
nity with views, rock formations, 
stream, trees, and meadow to 
hay! Private, yet close to Castle 
Rock, Monument, Parker, and 
Franktown!  $950,000. 

20 ACRES IN SOUTH 
DOUGLAS COUNTY 

Tickets 
available  
online at  

www.tlwc.net 

236 North Washington St., Monument, CO 80132 • langinvestmentservices.com

Unbiased, independent advice.

Abandoned in the rough 
seas of the stock market?

Chart a course to an adaptable investment strategy.
Call Matthew Lang at (719) 481-0887.

Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network, Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Adviser.
Fixed insurance products and services offered through CES Insurance Agency.

The stock market has been a tumultuous place lately. The key to long term market success has 

always been a strategic mix of investments and calculated risk. At Lang Investment Services, we can 

help you devise a strategy to prepare your assets for when the market gets choppy, and grow your 

investments when the seas are calm and steady.

Strategic Asset Management • Tax Advantaged Investing • Retirement Planning
Insurance • Investment Guidance • Consulting
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Leadership ¥ Integrity ¥ Excellence 
 

Paid for by Friends of D38 
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Kris 

	
  

Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board 	
  

I believe in: 
¥ Academic excellence; student safety & data privacy 
¥ Local control for local schools & balanced budgets 
¥ Increasing state funding & instructional technology 
¥ Continuing to find & keep the best teachers  
¥ Developing innovative, academically sound and 

globally aware leaders & citizens of character 
 
¥ Parent of an LPHS student; volunteer for 2 years on 

LPHS and District Accountability Committees 
¥ Member of D-38 Safety & Security Committee 
¥ Retired Air Force Colonel; proudly served for 28 years 
¥ 7th generation member of a Colorado pioneer family  
¥ Experienced leader of large organizations in 

cybersecurity, technology and education & training 
¥ Master’s Degree in Education; Adjunct Univ. Faculty 
¥ Raised $100K annually for local STEM scholarships 
My family chose D-38 because it’s the best in Colorado 

…and I want to help keep it that way! 
	
  

Beasley 

	
  

Continue the Tradition of Excellence! 
 

Paid for by Friends of D38 
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Our Community News will not be 
covering any of the candidate fo-
rums that will occur in October, 
since the Nov. 7 issue of OCN 
will post-date the mail-in election 
that includes the school board 
election.

Registered voters can vote 
for candidates in all the districts, 
not just their own district. 

Candidates were allowed 
150-word limit for their answers 
to two questions: 
•	 What in your background 

will be helpful in this posi-
tion?

•	 What are the top two/three 
issues facing the district? 
Director District 1

This is for a two-year term to 
complete the remainder of a par-
tial term due to an appointment:

Sherri Hawkins
•	 I have been on the board 

since December 2013 and 

currently serve as board 
secretary. I have been a pub-
lic school teacher and have 
coached in the area since 
2000. I believe in continu-
ing our fiscal responsibility, 
preparing for any potential 
financial crisis, and advo-
cating funds to the fullest 
amount from the state. We 
live in and send our children 
to the best school district in 
the state. With high class-
room achievement, competi-
tive athletic teams, and phe-
nomenal arts programs, our 
district is tremendous. 

•	 I commend the wonderful 
collaboration among all of 
our stakeholders – the board, 
administration, teachers, 
support staff, parents, and 
community. This work pays 
off with positive effects for 
our students. As a candidate, 

this is my passion – continu-
ing the great work of our 
district, fighting for local 
control, and empowering 
people on the board without 
any personal agenda. Doing 
what is best for kids is my 
constant commitment.

Lani Moore
•	 Lani Moore has one child 

attending school in D-38. 
Her background includes: 
20-plus years in customer 
service, 13-plus years in 
the real estate industry, and 
most recently she developed 
and implemented a state-
wide adult education train-
ing program. 

•	 Her goals are to champion 
family rights, protect prop-
erty taxes, and to work to 
halt the nickel and diming. 
Parents need to be aware 
that they have the right to 

avoid intrusive testing and 
surveys. As a community, 
we need to assert our con-
stitutional right of local con-
trol and stop common core. 
Before another ballot mea-
sure is proposed we must 
cut non-essential spending, 
evaluate existing space, and 
have an open budgeting pro-
cess. She also advocates for 
inviting the community to 
participate along with the 
board and school faculty to 
resolve complex issues. This 
is the best way to have trust 
re-established between the 
school board and the com-
munity that it serves.
Director District 2

This is for a four-year term.
Kris Beasley

•	 About me: Parent of an 
LPHS student; two-year vol-
unteer on school and D-38 

accountability committees 
and D-38’s Safety and Se-
curity committee. Retired 
Air Force colonel; proudly 
served 28 years. 30-plus 
years’ experience leading 
large technology and educa-
tion organizations. Colorado 
pioneer family. Master’s de-
gree in Education; teach cy-
bersecurity Masters classes. 
Raised $100,000 for STEM 
scholarships.

•	 I’m Kris Beasley and I want 
to help keep our schools the 
best in Colorado! To contin-
ue D-38’s tradition of educa-
tional excellence, we must 
have local control of: when 
and how much the district 
tests, the data privacy of 
our kids and how our teach-
ers teach and are evaluated. 
D-38 must also have the 
right fiscal resources to de-
velop innovative, academi-
cally strong and globally 
aware citizens. I’ll work to 
get state school funding re-
stored to pre-recession lev-
els and unfunded mandates 
reduced … and continue to 
balance the budget!

Sarah Sampayo
•	 Sarah Sampayo has three 

children attending D-38 
schools. Her credentials in-
clude: mediator, attorney, 
university adjunct professor, 
doctorate of jurisprudence, 
wife of USAF retired of-
ficer, and developed/taught 
a martial arts anti-bullying 
program. 

•	 Studies show that student 
success requires only three 
things: a disciplined child, 
parental support, and good 
teachers. School boards 
should provide the environ-
ment for all three require-
ments, then get out of the 
way. Sarah believes com-
mon core is eroding the pil-
lars that gave D-38 its track 

Lewis-Palmer District 38 Board of Education 
Candidate Statements
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record. Eliminating Common Core is 
critical to children’s academic suc-
cess, teacher retention, and our na-
tion’s future. It is also our right as a 
“local control state.” An elected offi-
cial works for you. Parents’, teachers’ 
and students’ input should be hon-
ored. Sarah has been active on local 
and state levels on issues facing edu-
cation. She is endorsed by the Colo-
rado State Board of Education chair, 
and works with state legislator Paul 
Lundeen regarding education.

Director District 4
This is for a four-year term.

Mark Pfoff
•	 I have been on the school board for 

seven years and I’m currently the 
board president. When I first arrived 
on the board the school district was in 
debt and spending over a million dol-
lars more a year than it was funded. 
Within a year we balanced the budget 
and it has been balanced ever since 
(six years). The operational debt was 

paid off in August of 2014 and we 
restored our reserves to their highest 
level since 2006. At the same time our 
student achievement has soared and 
we continue to be one of the highest-
rated school districts in the state. We 
have the highest on-time graduation 
rate in the state. 

•	 I’m running for re-election to main-
tain our conservative fiscal strategy 
and our current learning environ-
ment, which has proven successful. 
We live in a wonderful community 
with great schools, let’s continue that 
tradition! 

Gordon O. Reichal
•	 I have spent 42 years in military ser-

vice and support defending freedom. 
•	 A fundamental American freedom is 

education. Families deserve the right 
to control their educational choices. 
Our business community and tax-
payers with or without children in 
school have earned the right to be 
respectfully heard and participate in 

D-38 decisions. Monument Academy 
families, home schoolers, and online 
education children are equal partners 
for improving education. We must 
recognize the tremendous value of 
our seniors’ life lessons, their diver-
sity of life experiences, and love for 
helping children obtain their best edu-
cation future. Teams of teachers, vol-
unteers, and involved families gener-
ate outstanding educational systems 
improving our nation for years into 
our future. We must provide everyone 
opportunities to participate and hon-
or education traditions and to pay it 
forward. I ask for your mail-in ballot 
vote and support to continue improv-
ing D-38 and our nation. Thank you.

Director District 5
This is for a four-year term.

Dale L. Bastin
•	 I was a public servant and leader in 

the Air Force for 25 years including 

16 years abroad. I have been a com-
munity college and continuing adult 
education instructor. I witnessed edu-
cation systems in Germany, Belgium, 
and Canada plus schools in Arizona 
and Texas; benchmarking those insti-
tutions’ practices to enhance our dis-
trict’s schools.

•	 D-38 must provide programming di-
versity to meet tomorrow’s challeng-
es. We must recruit, retain top talent 
and maintain low student/teacher ra-
tios. I support policies allowing edu-
cators to capture students’ imagina-
tions while inspiring them to acquire 
new skills. Technology ushers in 
changes to teaching/learning infusing 
classes with digital learning tools; ex-
pands course offerings/experiences/
materials; builds 21st-century skills; 
increases student engagement and ac-
celerates learning. Blended learning 
incorporates face-to-face and online 

OCN Needs You!  
Are you interested in helping with Our Community News? We have 
several areas where we could use some more help:  

**Ad Sales Coordinator – help collect and finalize monthly ads        
(e-mail, phone calls, Excel)   

 **Ad Sales Help – deliver Ads information packets to potential      
advertisers. Phone call or email follow-up, Excel. 

 **Reporters - attend monthly meetings of government entities and 
write summaries. 

Training is provided for all areas! 

Please text/call Lisa at 719-339-7831 or write to editor@ocn.me to 
find out more.  
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Steven Dawes regarding the lawsuit fi led against the town 
and all the members of the Board of Trustees and Board 
of Adjustment both as offi cials and as individuals. See re-
lated Sept. 8 Board of Trustees article on page 11. When 
the public meeting resumed at 8:42 p.m., the trustees did 
not make any announcements about their discussion.

Trustees Kelly Elliott and Jeff Smith left the meeting 
after the executive session.
Illegal drug operation: five arrests made, 

four stolen autos recovered
Shirk reported on multiple incidents involving the Monu-
ment Police Department recently and commented that 
over the last few months, Monument has seen a signifi -
cant increase in crime that is more violent and involves 
armed drug dealers.

He thanked citizens for reporting several incidents 
of suspicious behavior about a home on Fourth Street. He 

said because of investigations into those citizen reports 
between Aug. 31 and Sept. 12, fi ve people were arrested 
for violations related to the possession and distribution of 
narcotics, weapons violations, and possession of stolen 
property, including four stolen vehicles. A search war-
rant of the property revealed a large quantity of meth-
amphetamine, multiple types of other illegal drugs in-
cluding marijuana, heroin, mushrooms, cocaine, various 
prescription drugs packed for illegal distribution, stolen 
license plates, and various fi rearms. 

In a separate incident on Sept. 3, Shirk said that mul-
tiple .40-caliber shots were fi red at Limbach Park around 
midnight and police investigated thoroughly. Shirk ex-
pressed regret that one potential witness who saw the 
shooting and people in the area that night did not contact 
police with information that might have made the differ-
ence in the outcome of that case. “If you see something, 
call us!” Shirk said.

Other recent incidents included:
• Aug. 26: Felony menacing at Monument Lake. Two 

adults and one juvenile were arrested.
• Aug. 30: Traffi c stop for a broken taillight resulted 

in the arrest of a man for outstanding warrants and 
possession of a controlled substance with intent to 
distribute heroin and methamphetamine.

• Sept. 5: An unconscious female in the bathroom of 
King Soopers was determined to have overdosed on 
narcotics and had a felony warrant out for her arrest.

• Sept. 12: Offi cers arrested one male for felony men-
acing with a handgun at the skate park on Beacon 
Lite Road. 

Top Selling Agent 

Tri-Lakes 
Terrific 
Buys! 

0 Hermosa Ave, Palmer Lake, Vacant 
building site that could accommodate 
two homes, sold separately or 
together. End of cul de sac, walk to 
hiking trails, loads of privacy, pine 
trees and wildlife, city utilities available. 
Picture your new home here! .33/acre 
lot $67,500 or .29/acre lot $62,500 or 
both for $130,000.  

New Homes*Lots*Resale*Repo’s 

444 Virginia Ave, Palmer Lake, 
Charming cabin in the Glen, 
beautiful hardwood floors and 
fireplace in great room, lots of 
updating including newer kitchen, 
furnace and windows. Original claw 
foot tub, large deck and fenced back 
yard. Seasonal creek. $209,000 

719 487-1777 www.COList4Less.com 

America’s Leading Discount 
Real Estate Brokers 

There is a better way 

Come celebrate with your 
young children and carve your way through town. 

Hear the shrieks and giggles as the children  collect  
treats from our participating downtown merchants. 

Public safety provided by the Monument Police Department.

Merchant maps available at downtown shops and Monument Town Hall.

H I S T O R I C  D O W N T O W N  M O N U M E N T

Satu rd ay
Octob e r 
31st

3 to 5pm 

2015  Safe Trick or Treat Sponsor

learning that accommodates students’ diverse learn-
ing styles. I’ve heard taxpayers who believe they have 
no say in education decisions. I aim to regain resi-
dents’ trust and support for the district. 

Matthew Clawson
• Background: BS-Brigham Young University, JD-

University of Denver, MBA-University of Colorado; 
partner in a local law fi rm. Member of LPSD 38 

school board (appointed 8/2015), four children in the 
district since 2010. Former president and executive 
vice president of Pikes Peak Boy Scouts of America 
Council overseeing about10,000 youths and 4,000 
adult volunteers; United Way and the Boys/Girls 
Clubs of America. Colorado native and second gen-
eration school board member.

• Top issues: Colorado education budget is a long-term 

issue between lawmakers and school districts. The 
D-38 board/superintendent must focus on the highest 
student achievement with available resources. Funds 
need to be focused on our teachers/classrooms that 
are the key to a quality education for our children. 
Children should be the focus of all district policies, 
decisions, and programs. ■

Monument BOT Sept. 21 (Cont. from page 1)
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•	 Sept. 11: A passenger on a Greyhound bus travel-
ing south on I-25 called authorities threatening to 
kill himself and any cops who showed up. Forty-one 
police units from various agencies responded, and 
Monument police provided shields to officers from 
other agencies and made a tactical entry into the bus 
near West Baptist Road. The suspect was taken into 
custody without incident.

•	 Four sexual assault cases were reported in the last 30 
days. 

Shirk described the various types of specialized training 
that department members completed in September. In ad-
dition, he said that in August, the Support Services Depart-
ment averaged 75 citizen contacts a day, including phone 
calls, fingerprints, case report requests, registering sex of-
fenders, and court payments.

Shirk told the board, “We need help out there,” and he 
hoped more officers could be hired in the near future for 
the continued safety of both citizens and officers. 

Bulk fill water station relocation progress
Town Manager Pamela Smith said that Forsgren and As-
sociates was working on engineering drawings for mov-
ing the bulk fill water station from its current location on 
Wagon Gap Trail to the new location between Conoco and 
the Safeway shopping center. Public Works Director Tom 
Tharnish added that survey work has been completed at 
the site and the town will be consulting with Mountain 
View Electric Association on power supply availability to 
the new location.

Resolutions approved
The trustees unanimously approved these items:
•	 A resolution approving Land Use Attorney Carolynne 

White of Brownstein, Hyatt, Farber and Schreck to 
advise Monument on its zoning ordinances. 

•	 An intergovernmental agreement with the Colorado 
Department of Transportation (CDOT) for Phase 1B 
of the downtown sidewalks project so that funding 
for 80 percent of the project can come from CDOT.

The trustees also approved the consent agenda, including 
the following disbursements over $5,000:

•	 Triview Metro District, sales tax, motor vehicle tax, 
regional building sales tax − $163,494

•	 Nolte Associates, professional services on planning 
projects − $7,062.

Shupp informed the board that contrary to rumors circu-
lating in town, he is not retiring or resigning at the end of 
September.
The meeting adjourned at 9:26 p.m.

**********
The Monument Board of Trustees usually meets at 6:30 
p.m. on the first and third Mondays of each month at Mon-
ument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. The next meet-
ing is scheduled for Oct. 5. Call 884-8017 or see www.
townofmonument.org for more information.
Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

The Open Door Books and Gifts 
 

Monument’s first and only conscious living 
store presents ~ 

 

Learn to become a Psychic Medium 
 

A class taught by world renowned psychic 
medium Sarina Baptista 

 
For date(s) and time for this and other classes, 
stop by and check out our great merchandise 

and pick up a schedule of our upcoming  
classes and events! 

 

251 Front Street, Suite 8 
Monument, CO 80132 

719.487.9076 
 

 

Woodmoor Handyman 
Additions/Remodels • Electrical/Plumbing 
State Licensed Builder • Insured 

No job too small 
Call for an estimate today! 

(719) 488-8634 (home) 
(719) 650-7252 (cell) 
(719) 568-2957 (cell) 

Monument Board of Trustees, Sept. 8

“ We will fight this” 
citizens asked to help lobby state reps

3 

Larry Brown Excavating 
 

Driveway and Drainage  
 

Free Estimates  
 

(719) 332-2269 
                                                    Insured  
                                     21 years in the business 

By Lisa Hatfield
On Sept. 8, the Monument Board of Trustees heard 80 
minutes of public comments urging the town not to “ be 
bullied”  by Colonial Management Group (CMG), which 
has filed a lawsuit against the town, the Board of Trustees, 
and the Board of Adjustment. The trustees also approved 
the Final PD Site Plan for the Sanctuary Pointe water tank 
and booster station and appointed Daniel Rathke as an al-
ternate member of the Planning Commission.

Citizens: “ Do not let this 
dispensary open!” 

Mayor Rafael Dominguez said the town has been sued 
in El Paso County District Court. Town Attorney Gary 
Shupp said that as of Sept. 8, the town had not actually 
been served with litigation but had received a courtesy 
copy of the complaint filed by Metro Treatment of Colo-

rado LP and Colonial Management Group LP, represented 
by attorneys Christopher J. Dawes, Christopher T. Groen, 
and Risa B. Brown of Fox Rothschild LLP. The complaint 
states that because of “ the defendants’ discriminatory 
reaction and behavior,”  the plaintiff “ has suffered eco-
nomic injury … including losses in excess of $800,000, as 
well as lost profits and other opportunity cost”  since it has 
not been able to open its planned methadone clinic at 192 
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Come visit us on October 31, 2015  
Time:  Noon to 4 pm 

Drawings, Door Prizes, and Hot Dogs 

New Location:    

615 Beacon Lite Road  
Next to the Monument Police Department 

 

 

Learn about all the great things we can do for  your 
pets!! NDGAA Certified Master Groomer,   FURminator 

Shed-Less Treatments, Spa  Packages,  Clean Spa          
Environment, Hand  Stripping, Scissor Finish,                

26+ Years Experience.              

 

Environment, Hand  Stripping, Scissor Finish,                

Front St. in Monument. 
In response to the public comments, 

Dominguez said, “ This town is not intimi-
dated (by CMG), nor is the board. We have 
three attorneys that are going to be work-
ing this issue: the town attorney, a land use 

attorney that we are hiring, and our CIRSA 
insurance attorney. We will fi ght this.” 

The lawsuit named the Town of Mon-
ument and all the members of the Monu-
ment Board of Trustees and Monument 
Board of Adjustment both as individuals 

and as offi cial members of those boards. 
The complaint “ involves a challenge 

to the Town of Monument’s refusal to is-
sue zoning approval and a business license 
for a methadone treatment facility within 
the town’s limits.”  It also asks for judi-
cial review of the Board of Adjustment’s 
revocation of zoning approval and review 
of the Board of Trustees’ approval of an or-
dinance enacting a six-month moratorium 
on the new establishment of any business 
that classifi es itself or seeks approval for 
itself as a clinic in the B and C zoning clas-
sifi cations of the town. See www.ocn.me/
v15n9.htm#mboa0810 and www.ocn.me/
v15n9.htm#mbot0824. 

The plaintiffs also asserted claims un-
der the U.S. Constitution, the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1973, and other 
cases citing the defendants’ “ discrimina-
tory actions.” 

During public comments, Greg Coop-
man read a statement from attorney Wil-
liam Louis, who represents Jamie Fenley 
and the “ No Methadone in Monument”  
group. Louis’ comments included:
• CMG has fi led long-haul litigation.
• Do not be intimidated by CMG nam-

ing you (board members) in your in-
dividual capacity; it is nothing more 
than an intimidation tactic. 

• This is not about keeping addicts out. 
It is about keeping a methadone dis-
pensary out of its currently proposed 
location. 

• If CMG cannot be made to go away, 
then we the people encourage you 
(trustees and staff) to fi ght. We will 
fi ght with you. 

Eighteen people spoke to the board, im-
ploring members to stand fi rm against 
CMG’s planned methadone clinic and the 
associated lawsuit in order to protect Mon-
ument’s homes, businesses, and citizens. 
Their comments included:
• Tom Allen, chairman of “ No Metha-

done in Monument” : Our intention is 
to work through this as professionals. 
Allow us to work through this with 
you.

• Greg Coopman: It is common practice 
that these companies try to intimidate 
by lawsuits to strong-arm settlements 
that ultimately allow them to open…. 

Do not let this dispensary open. 
• Stephen Phillips: It is clear that CMG 

is in direct violation of federal regu-
lations under the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), since they are 
not showing willingness to work with 
the community in which they want to 
move. The town staff or trustees need 
to contact the DEA and the state.

• Wayne Laugesen: A major exhibit in 
this lawsuit is an irresponsible memo 
written and distributed on July 23 
by Town Manager Pamela Smith.… 
CMG is a criminal enterprise mas-
querading as a health care clinic. 

• Dennis Connors: You have not been 
well served by the bureaucratic staff 
of the town. There is still an opportu-
nity to rectify this situation. CMG has 
been through this before. They start-
ed out in stealth phase … and now are 
on the intimidation phase. If you do 
the right thing and do not give in, my 
family and I will be forever grateful, 
no matter what the outcome.

• Angela Small: You need to ask for the 
town manager’s and town clerk’s res-
ignations. 

• Dede Laugesen: Trust has been bro-
ken.

• Bobby Morris: Now you want to work 
with the public? Because you are 
threatened with a recall? 

• Anna Walsh: Katie Peck of CMG said 
it was Denise Vincione, controlled 
substance administrator, Colorado 
Department of Human Services, 
who recommended to CMG that they 
come to Monument…. Anyone else 
here can contact the state and lobby, 
too…. CMG does not have a state li-
cense yet. They have to meet at least 
eight criteria under the Controlled 
Substance Act (HB 14-1173) before 
they can sell a drop of methadone.

• Chris Randell: I would encourage 
businesses to start pooling together 
what their lost revenue would be if 
the clinic came in. I bet it’s more than 
$800,000.

The trustees’ responses included:
• Dominguez: I did every damn thing I 

could when I found out about it. Same 
thing with this board…. Continued 
suggestions that anyone resign are 
counterproductive.

• Jeff Bornstein: Let’s channel the an-
ger and work positively. We are going 
to fi ght.

• Jeff Smith: Everyone should lobby the 
state. You are already mobilized and 
have articulate speakers. Use your 
1,000 voices; it means more than our 
seven. Don’t wait for us get through 
the legal mire. This needs to be on the 
agenda for the Colorado state Legis-
lature to keep it from happening in 
other small towns.

Questions about shots fired 
in Limbach Park

Bobby Morris demanded an explanation 
about the Monument Police Department’s 
handling of an incident on Sept. 3 where 
youths were shooting at a target on a tree 
in Limbach Park around midnight. Police 
Chief Jake Shirk said, “ I can guarantee 
you, we are actively investigating”  but 
that he could not give a report to the board 
until the investigation was complete.

Sanctuary Pointe water tank 
and booster station

Morgan Hester, consultant to the Monu-
ment Planning Department, presented an 
ordinance for a Final PD Site Plan for the 
Sanctuary Pointe water tank and booster 
station. Andrea Barlow of NES Inc. also 
answered questions from the trustees. 

The new water tank and booster sta-
tion would provide water service for the 
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By James Howald
On Sept. 10 the Palmer Lake Town Council 
met to hear the town’s most recent audit re-
port, to introduce the town’s new adminis-
trator, to discuss a potential lawsuit threat-
ened by Greg Dobbs, to review the town’s 
junk ordinance and disaster preparedness, 
and to take up several other issues.

2014 audit report shows 
no significant problems

David Green of Green & Associates LLC 
presented to the board the audit report his 
company prepared of the town’s finances 
for 2014. Green’s report gave the town a 
“clean” or “unmodified” opinion, meaning 
the audit uncovered no serious concerns 
with the town’s finances. 

Green commented that the audit went 
smoothly despite changes to the software 
the town uses for financial matters, and that 
his company got good cooperation from 
both the town and the town’s previous au-
ditor. Mayor Nikki McDonald pointed out 
that the 2014 audit cost the town less than 
half what was spent for the previous audit 
because of changes to financial processes 
and the selection of Green & Associates as 
the auditing firm.

At the end of 2014, the town’s gen-
eral fund had a balance of $816,080, an in-
crease of $211,453 over the previous year, 
the report showed. “You guys had a good 
year,” Green said.

The audit report divides the town’s 
finances into five funds, four of which 
had surpluses, and one of which, the po-
lice fund, had a negative balance and had 
to borrow from the general fund. This is 
“fairly common” for police departments, 
Green said. 

In response to a question from Fire 
Trustee Rich Kuehster, Green said the Fire 
Department’s net pension obligation at the 
end of 2014 was $26,628. Based on actu-
arial studies, the Fire Department has an 
$87,000 unfunded liability for pensions, 
Green said.

The board voted unanimously to ap-
prove the audit report as amended.
Town administrator introduced 

McDonald introduced the newly hired 
town administrator, Cathy Green-Sinnard. 
Green-Sinnard has worked for both Monu-
ment and Pueblo, where she worked on the 
Pueblo Riverwalk, McDonald said. Green-
Sinnard will take over the administration 

of the Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) 
grant, which provides funds to develop the 
park adjacent to Palmer Lake, and has al-
ready met with GOCO and Jeff Hulsman, 
McDonald said.
Residents threatens to sue town
During the public input portion of the 
meeting, resident Greg Dobbs announced 
his intention to sue the Town of Palmer 
Lake. 

Dobbs and his wife, Shirley Dobbs, 
are involved in a dispute, discussed in 
previous Town Council meetings, with 
the Schuler family concerning the Schul-
ers’s removal of a retaining wall from an 
area that adjoins the Dobbs’s property. The 
Dobbs family claims this work alters their 
access to their property.

The retaining wall was on land that 

is a platted road that the town has never 
accepted or developed. Greg Dobbs says 
that because the town has the legal right to 
use the land in question for a road at some 
future date, the town was harmed by the 
Schulers’s actions, and he wants the town 
either to sue the Schuler family or to re-
place the retaining wall.

The town’s position, as stated by 
Town Attorney Larry Gaddis, is that the 
town was not harmed by the Schulers’s ac-
tions, that this matter is a dispute between 
neighbors, and that Dobbs and Schuler 
should find a mediator to help them resolve 
this situation between them without action 
by the town.

In the Sept. 10 meeting, Dobbs raised 
an additional issue: that he has been unfair-
ly prevented from being on the agenda for 
town hall meetings since the dispute began 
in November 2014. When asked by Parks 
and Recreation Trustee Paul Banta if a me-
diator had been engaged, Dobbs said no. 
Dobbs said his family was prepared to go 
to court to get a fair resolution of his issue.
Junk ordinance review continues
Economic Development Trustee Judith 
Harrington updated the board on the work 
she and Police Trustee Bob Grado have 
been doing to revise the town’s junk ordi-
nance. Harrington noted this ordinance has 
been a concern to both the board and the 

Triview Metropolitan District. It would be 
located about 1.5 miles northeast of the in-
tersection of Jackson Creek Parkway and 
West Baptist Road, within Phase One of 
the Sanctuary Pointe development. It was 
approved unanimously by the trustees.

Rathke appointed to 
Planning Commission

The trustees unanimously approved a reso-
lution appointing Daniel Rathke as an al-
ternate member of the Monument Planning 
Commission. Alternate members may “ 
take the place of any member who may be 

temporarily unable to act owing to absence 
from the town, illness or interest in the 
case before the board or any other cause.” 

Town manager’s report
Town Manager Pamela Smith’s comments 
included:
•	 Bulk fill station: no firm date has been 

set to move the station from its cur-
rent location on Wagon Gap Trail, but 
surveying and contracts are in prog-
ress.

•	 The new Forest Lakes development 
will include 275 acres of commercial 

development within the town bound-
aries, south of West Baptist Road and 
west of I-25.

One disbursement over $5,000 was ap-
proved as part of the consent agenda:
•	 Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, 

preliminary engineering of Area 3 fa-
cilities − $6,400

Public Works Director Tom Tharnish ex-
plained that this was a preliminary design 
for a possible site to store renewable water 
that the town may be able to purchase from 
the south. (Renewable surface water will 

become a more important water supply as 
Denver Basin groundwater becomes more 
expensive to produce and treat. Search for 
keywords at www.ocn.me for numerous 
discussions of this topic.)

The meeting went into executive ses-
sion at 8:15 p.m. to conference with an 
attorney for the public entity for the pur-
poses of receiving legal advice on specific 
legal questions (lawsuit).

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at  
lisahatfield@ocn.me. 

Palmer Lake Town Council, Sept. 10

Board approves 2014 audit report; 
new town administrator on board
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community for some time. 
The Police Department is responsible 

for enforcement of the ordinance, and they 
would like some clarifi cation, Harrington 
said. 

Harrington and Grado believe the best 
approach is to adopt the same wording 
used by El Paso County, and develop an 
intergovernmental agreement so that the 
county will help with enforcement. 

The ordinance needs to be updated 
to address more directly the question of 
fi re hazards, Harrington said. Harrington 

pointed out that a homeowner can comply 
with the existing ordinance by building a 
fence to block off the view of rubbish on 
their property, but that a fence does noth-
ing to address the possibility of fi re.

Pre-disaster mitigation 
plan approved

McDonald led a discussion of whether 
or not the town should adopt the Com-
prehensive Update to the El Paso Multi-
Jurisdictional All Hazard Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation Plan. Jurisdictions in El Paso 
County updated this plan in response to the 

fi res that have taken place in the last few 
years, McDonald said. The plan addresses 
roles, responsibilities, communications, 
and evacuation tactics that come into play 
when there is a fi re or a fl ood, according to 
McDonald.

Having the plan in place is a require-
ment for the town to be eligible for Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
funds in the case of a disaster, according to 
Harrington.

The board voted unanimously to ap-
prove the plan.

Request to purchase land 
from town considered

Local business owner Ron Reed asked the 
board to consider his offer to buy a portion 

of a lot the town owns near Highway 105, 
close to the building housing Sara’s Sau-
sage of Palmer Lake. Reed proposed that 
the town agree to subdivide the 3.46-acre 
lot so that he can purchase a single acre. 

The board voted unanimously to al-
low Reed and his investors to go onto the 
property to test the soil as a next step.

Improved insurance rating 
saves homeowner dollars

Kuehster gave the board details on a recent 
drop of one point in the Insurance Services 
Organization rating for some parts of the 
town. The lower rating has the potential to 
save homeowners $100 on their insurance 
bills, and speaks to the effectiveness and 
training of the town’s Fire Department, 
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By Jim Kendrick
On Sept. 17, General Manager Kip 
Petersen briefed the Donala Wa-
ter and Sanitation District board 
on the prompt actions that four 
Donala water operators took on 
Aug. 22 when they responded to 
an excessively high fl ow read-
ing and unusually high pump 
activity to minimize the dam-
age caused by an early morning 
water main leak on Jessie Drive 
adjacent to the Antelope Trails 
Elementary School. Petersen in-
troduced water operators Ronny 
Wright, Aaron Tolman, and J.R. 
Vialpando who worked straight 
through until 11:45 p.m. to re-
store service. Troy Vialpando, 
the fourth member of the repair 
team, was on vacation and could 
not attend the board meeting. He 
was also praised by Petersen and 
the directors. 

The board also unanimously 
approved the purchase of a for-
mer Gleneagle golf course main-
tenance building and storage lot 
from the new residential devel-

oper that is now the owner of the 
former golf course parcel. 

Kuehster said.
Disc golf tournament 
generates complaints

Banta told the board that a recent 
disc golf tournament had resulted 
in some complaints about drink-
ing and camping in the park, and 
he requested that a more orderly 
process be followed if the event 
is held again.
GOCO grant paperwork 

in good shape
Green-Sinnard told the board 

that, as she took over the admin-
istration of the GOCO grant, she 
was pleased to fi nd that “all the 
contracts were buttoned up and 
signed.” Her role in regards to the 
Awake the Lake effort will be to 
ensure paperwork is done, people 
are reimbursed, volunteers are 
adequately insured, and help 

keep things running smoothly, 
Green-Sinnard said. 

Green-Sinnard asked the 
board to approve an agreement to 
allow completion of the 18th hole 
of the disc golf course adjacent to 
the lake. The board voted unani-
mously to approve the agreement.

Business license 
renewed

The board voted unanimously 

to renew a business license for 
Rockwall Drywall. Banta re-
minded business owner Mark 
Thomasson that the town pro-
hibits outside storage of building 
materials.

The meeting adjourned at 
9:13 p.m. 

**********
The next meeting will be at 6 
p.m. Oct. 8 at Town Hall, 42 Val-

ley Crescent. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the second Thurs-
day of the month. Information: 
481-2953.
James Howald can be reached at 

jameshowald@ocn.me. 

 

Tina Peterson, ABR, CRS, GRI, SFR 
Serving El Paso, Teller, and Douglas Counties  

Direct: 719-460-7614  
TinaPeterson.Realtor@gmail.com 
www.ColoradoHomesMarket.com 

Land and Residential 
Thinking of buying or selling?  

Call me today! 

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Sept. 17  

Operators praised for water main 

 

 

Continue the Tradition of Excellence 

Different Ideas - Shared Values 

Beasley 
Clawson 
Hawkins 
Pfoff 

Fiscal Responsibility - Educate Leaders 
Innovative Technology - STEM - Local Control 

Financial Transparency – Retain Teachers 
It’s all about the kids! 

Student Safety - Fiscal Conservative - Data Privacy 
Local Control - Student Achievement 

Meet the School Board Candidates! 
Ask all your questions! 

Woodmoor Barn 
Monday, October 19, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Community Values - Balanced Budgets 
Experienced - Conservative - Practical 

Exceptional 
Physical Therapy 

Services  
 

Self-Pay, 
Affordable 

• One-on-one care by an experienced,  
licensed physical therapist 

• Orthopedic, Spine, Sports Medicine Training,  
and Rehabilitative Services 

• Extensive Patient Education with Customized  
Home Care programs 

• Ongoing Physical Therapy Maintenance  
Services for Health and Well-being  

 

Our practice is perfect for individuals with high co-pays  
and high deductibles! No referral needed. 

 

Take Charge and Live Your Life! 
Visit www.takechargept.com to schedule an appointment. 

430 Beacon Lite Road #120, Monument, CO. 80132 
719.481.3747 

Kandra Lovato 
PT/Owner 

Laurel Gremm 
PT/DPT 



Page 16 Vol. 15 No. 10Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME

Water Returns workshop
Petersen announced that Donala will be holding the Water 
Returns workshop in the district conference room at 15850 
Holbein Avenue on Oct. 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. The topics 
to be presented by the consultant landscaping firm Water 
Returns will be “Preparing Your Landscape for Winter” 
and “Planning for Spring.” For more information see: 
www.donalawater.org/images/stories/pdfs/September%20
2015%20Newsletter.pdf

Petersen also announced that the district will hold an 
election in May 2016, at which time the current board 
president, Bill George, will be “termed out” an cannot run 
for office again. 

The absences of Board President George and Direc-
tor Bill Nance were unanimously excused. 

Water main break
Wright said he noticed the high flow and extra pumping 
activity at home at about 4 a.m. on Aug. 22. Donala’s an-
swering service called him at 7:20 a.m. to report a resi-
dent’s call about seeing a possible leak near the school 
while walking his dog. Petersen said that the operators’ 
priorities were to get the affected residents notified of a 
potentially lengthy outage, repair the leak, and restore ser-
vice as soon as possible. Wright’s four-man crew arrived 
on site at about 10:30 a.m. with the necessary gear after 
turning off the appropriate valves to shut off flows to the 
area of the leak and making customer notifications to the 
30 homes affected. 

The crew discovered that a residential home saddle 
tap that was installed adjacent to the water main failed. 
The saddle tap leak wore a hole in the 8-inch 100 psi water 
main. This hole then developed into a split that propagated 
along the length of the water main. This unusual longitudi-
nal split had expanded to about 10 feet in length when the 
water valves were shut off by about 10 a.m. The high pres-
sure water spraying out of the split created a large erosion 
cavity that undercut the adjacent street, sidewalk, and the 
school’s adjacent south perimeter grassy slope. The crew’s 
physical investigation of the cavity revealed that the wa-
ter main leak was upstream of the meter for the adjacent 
house connected to the failed saddle tap, precluding any 
billing problems for this homeowner. A new segment of 
pipe was installed to replace the damaged portion of the 
existing main, using cast iron couplers at each end of the 

splice. See photo on page 1. 
The need to complete repairs was urgent because 

west Jessie Drive is the primary residential collector that 
provides access for all the homes near the Antelope Trails 
Elementary School, which is located on Jessie Drive be-
tween Gleneagle Drive and the east end of Copperfield 
Drive. Vehicles can also access the homes served by Jes-
sie Drive and Copperfield Drive via Lariat Lane, a one-
block unpaved dirt road that serves five adjacent homes 
to the west in the adjacent Chaparral Hills subdivision. 
Lariat Lane connects Copperfield Drive to the south end 
of Leather Chaps Drive. 

After customer service was restored, Wright reviewed 
the recorded digital signals from the SCADA (supervisory 
control and data acquisition) system for this segment of 
the Donala drinking water distribution system. The flow 
and pumping data showed that the progressively worsen-
ing split in the water main began at about 3:30 a.m. During 
the time that the pressurized leak from the widening split 
in the water main was active, about 250,000 gallons of 
water were lost. 

Petersen noted that the four operators worked on re-
pairs on Aug. 22 straight through until 11:45 p.m. to make 
the adjacent road and unsupported section of school side-
walk safe. He stated that the crew had quite a gallery of 
observers throughout the repair and compacting opera-
tions for the cavity that resumed at 7:30 a.m. on Aug. 23. 

“I was really proud of those guys. They did a good 
job.” Petersen also said that overall, most of these peo-
ple “were impressed by how professional they were and 
considerate of the residents. We’re fortunate to have these 
men working for us.” 

Additional daily repairs were substantially completed 
to make the road passable to traffic again by 4:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, Aug. 23. Petersen said the contractor that replaced 
the damaged road and sidewalks did a good job. The total 

cost for the repair was about $20,000, some of which may 
be reimbursed by insurance. 

Maintenance facility purchased
Petersen presented the sales contract for the golf course 
maintenance and storage facility, which he said had been 
reviewed and approved by Donala’s attorney Rick Fendel. 
The facility is located near the west end of Palm Springs 
Drive. Petersen said that Senior Assistant County Attor-
ney Lori Seago had provided a letter stating that Donala’s 
planned “use of the existing facility is consistent with the 
development agreement that covers the entire golf course 
property.” He added that all conditions have been satisfied 
and the environmental assessment for the property was 
complete. Donala’s first priority will be building a perim-
eter fence, installing security lights activated by motion 
detectors, and installing security cameras. 

The board unanimously approved the $200,301 con-
tract for Donala’s purchase of the property from West-
brook Capital Holdings LLC of Englewood, and autho-
rized Petersen to sign all the required documents at the 
closing that was scheduled for Sept. 18. 

Financial reports
Petersen reported that water sales revenues had “picked 
up in the past six weeks” due to less rain than in previ-
ous months. Revenues are still expected to be less than the 
amount budgeted for 2015. He said that Donala’s reduc-
tion in water sales revenue would not “be as dire as we had 
initially thought.” There were almost 10 million gallons 
more in sales through the end of August than for the first 
eight months of 2014, which had a dry spring and wet fall, 
the opposite of this year. Tap fees remain higher than bud-
geted for 2015 due mainly to construction in Paradise Vil-
la. Petersen said this upturn in revenue had now allowed 
him to initiate a few of the previously postponed 2015 
capital projects during the remaining warmer weather. 

In contrast, wastewater treatment revenues continue 
to be as steady as they were in 2014. Petersen said he 
would soon wrap up the draft 2016 Upper Monument 
Creek Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility budget to 
provide to Donala’s wastewater facility co-owner special 
districts, Forest Lakes and Triview Metropolitan Districts 
so their district managers can also present their 2016 dis-
trict budgets by Oct. 15. Donala operates the facility for all 
three of these wastewater special districts. Director Ken 
Judd thanked Petersen for his aggressive cost control so 
that expenditures “track” the variable flow of revenues to 
date this year. 

Above: On Oct. 17, the Donala board recognized the work done by four Donala water operators in repairing a 
250,000-gallon water main leak on Jessie Drive, adjacent to the Antelope Trails Elementary School that started 
at 3:30 a.m. Aug. 22. The board praised them for ensuring the safety of motorists and pedestrians due to 
undercutting of the roadway and school sidewalk during the two-day water main repair and compacting project. 
From left are Director Ken Judd, Vice President Dave Powell, Ronny Wright, Aaron Tolman, J.R. Vialpando, 
General Manager Kip Petersen, and Director Bob Denny. Not pictured is Troy Vialpando, the fourth water 
operator of the Donala repair team. Photo by Jim Kendrick.
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By James Howald
At their meeting on Sept. 10, 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District (WWSD) board mem-
bers reviewed and improved their 
benefits program, discussed an 
issue with the placement of a fire 
hydrant, and listened to several 
reports.

Benefits increase from 
15.5 percent to 16 
percent of salary

District Manager Jessie Shaffer 
gave the board the results of his 
review of the benefits the district 
provides to its employees. Fol-
lowing a request from Shaffer, the 
board voted to increase benefits 
from 15.5 percent to 16 percent of 
employee salary. President Barrie 
Town, Treasurer Jim Taylor and 
Director at Large Tommy Schwab 
voted in favor; only Secretary 
Beth Courrau voted against the 
increase. 

The board voted to form an 
ad-hoc committee consisting of 
Courrau and Director at Large 
Rich Strom to continue the work 
on employee benefits.

The board also voted unani-
mously to approve Resolution 15-
07, which documents the benefits 
provided to the district’s existing 
employees as of Sept. 10. 
Placement of hydrant on Lake 
Woodmoor Drive a concern

The board discussed a safety issue 
raised by the recent realignment 
of Lake Woodmoor Drive adja-
cent to Brookmoor Estates. 

The changes to the road were 
made to allow safer access to and 
from the subdivision, but also 
shifted the location of the road 
slightly, so that the fire hydrant, 
which previously was acceptably 
far from the road, is now closer to 
the east side of the road. 

Since the hydrant is at the 
foot of a hill, it might be hit by 
a sliding vehicle when the road 

is icy. According to Shaffer, the 
hydrant is in an easement that 
belongs to El Paso County. The 
board decided to study the loca-
tion of the hydrant further before 
deciding if it should be moved.

District finances in 
good shape

The financial report presented to 
the board shows that due to an in-
crease in tap fees resulting from 
a faster pace of development in 
the district, the district’s operat-
ing income is close to $2 million 
greater than anticipated. While 
some nearby districts are raising 
rates because their revenues are 
down, WWSD does not need to 
raise rates, according to Town. 
The board voted unanimously to 
approve the financial report as 
presented.

Joint Use Committee 
report 

Taylor gave the board an update 
on the Joint Use Committee’s 
(JUC) budget and plans. The 

JUC’s priorities are replacing the 
UV purification equipment at the 
Tri-Lakes Waste Water Treat-
ment Facility (TLWWTF), hiring 
a third operator, and purchasing a 
vehicle, Taylor said. 

There is a concern on the 
part of the Fire Department about 
the storage of sodium hydroxide, 
Taylor added, and additional ven-
tilation and power generation may 
need to be added to the construc-
tion currently under way. 

The JUC believes the TLW-
WTF is in good shape relative to 
nitrogen, Taylor said. Taylor also 
reported a recent wet test failure, 
which he believed was not signifi-
cant, at the facility.

Weeds slow flows in 
Chilcott ditch

Taylor and Shaffer gave the board 
a report on the status of the Chil-
cott ditch. Dry soil and weeds are 
consuming water in the ditch, al-
lowing only 10 percent of the 
flows to reach the JV Ranch, ac-

cording to Shaffer. There is also 
some seepage from an embank-
ment, Shaffer said. 

Shaffer also mentioned some 
contentious issues that have arisen 
between the ditch company and 
residents who live near the ditch. 
In one case, a property owner was 
renegotiating the terms of an ease-
ment the ditch company has on 
his lot. The board decided, infor-
mally, that they would support the 
property owner’s position in the 
easement debate.

JV Ranch weed 
eradication proceeds

In his manager’s report, Shaffer 
said the efforts to eradicate weeds 
on the JV Ranch were yielding 
better results, due to an improved 
mix of herbicides.

The meeting adjourned at 2 

p.m.
Note: OCN received a clarifica-
tion from Mark Gebhart, deputy 
director, El Paso County Develop-
ment Services Department, on our 
coverage of the WWSD meeting 
in August. Gebhart told us that the 
Board of County Commissioners 
did extend the MGP project.

**********
The next meeting is sched-

uled for Oct. 8. Meetings are 
usually held at the district office 
at 1845 Woodmoor Drive on the 
second Thursday of each month at 
1 p.m. See www.woodmoorwater.
com or call 488-2525 to verify 
meeting times.
James Howald can be reached at 

jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Petersen noted that Moun-
tain View Electric Association 
(MVEA) increased electric pow-
er rates by 9 percent on July 1. He 
added that MVEA will increase 
the higher second half of 2015 
electric power rates a second 
time by 9 percent on Jan. 1, 2016. 
Donala water rates have to in-
crease to pay the increased costs 
due to these substantially higher 
electric power rates throughout 
all of 2016 that will be about 18 
percent more than the rates for 
the first half of 2015. Petersen 
said he hoped to be able to limit 
the Donala water rate increase 
that will become effective on Jan. 
1, 2016 to 5 percent. Donala’s 
water rates were increased about 
10 percent in 2015. 

It is still the Donala board’s 
goal that annual revenue from its 
water fees should be increased to 
the level needed to pay annual 
costs of drinking water service 
so that water operations become 
self-sustaining. The board has 
the same goal that Donala’s an-
nual wastewater revenues should 
cover Donala’s share of Up-
per Monument Creed Regional 

Wastewater Treatment Facility 
annual operations costs. 

Manager’s report
Petersen reported that he, Direc-
tor Ken Judd, and Director Bob 
Denny had attended the Arkan-
sas Basin Roundtable meeting 
on Sept. 5. Most of the meeting’s 
discussions centered on com-
ments the group would be pro-
viding regarding Gov. John Hick-
enlooper’s statewide water plan. 
The next step for the roundtable 
is to hire an implementation co-
ordinator for the Arkansas Basin 
portion of this water plan. The 
next Arkansas Basin roundtable 
meeting will be held on Oct. 7. 

Petersen noted that he and 
Judd would be attending the Spe-
cial District Association’s annual 
conference in Breckenridge Sept. 
23-25. 

Petersen stated that he, Judd, 
Superintendent Robert Hull, and 
Chief Water Operator Mark Park-
er had participated in the Colora-
do Springs Utilities’ (CSU) annu-
al mountain water tour on Sept. 
10-11. All of CSU’s water supply 
is renewable surface water. The 
first day of touring focused on the 

Blue River Water System includ-
ing Montgomery Reservoir near 
Hoosier Pass on Highway 9, the 
Hoosier Tunnel that connects the 
reservoir to the Blue River wa-
tershed, and the Otero pumping 
station. There was an overnight 
stay in Salida. The second day 
of touring featured visits to the 
Pueblo Reservoir, the Southern 
Delivery System (SDS), and the 
new SDS water treatment facility 
at the intersection of Highways 
24 and 94. This new facility has a 
treatment capacity of 50 million 
gallons per day. 

Petersen said that the 2015 
annual season for taking credit 
for Willow Creek Ranch renew-
able surface water is over. As of 
Sept. 1 Donala had 433 acre-feet 
of water stored in the Pueblo 
Reservoir. There was a lengthy 
technical discussion of options to 
consider if 2016 Arkansas River 
flows are higher than the Pueblo 
Reservoir can store, as currently 
predicted due to higher than aver-
age El Niño rainfall. The Pueblo 
Reservoir was 63 percent full on 
Sept 17. 

There was also a preliminary 

discussion about the possibil-
ity of injecting some of Donala’s 
renewable surface water that 
Donala may not be able to store 
in Pueblo Reservoir into some of 
Donala’s groundwater wells for 
later retrieval. If the state were to 
approve the proposal, this option 
may be preferable. Petersen said 
storing water in a water tank too 
long causes it to go “stale.” Due 
to the need for more rain, snow, 
and flow information that won’t 
be available until spring, no deci-
sions were made. 

Operations/projects 
report 

Well 9A had a failed motor 
that was replaced at a cost of 
$50,000. Recorded data for this 
well showed a lightning strike 
occurred just before the motor 
failure. Some of the cost may be 
eligible for insurance reimburse-
ment. 

Well 1A was out of service 
on Sept. 17 due to a failed pump, 
most likely caused by gravel in-
gestion. This well is about 11 
years old. No cost has been deter-
mined yet for repairing the failed 

pump because the pump inspec-
tion that was to be conducted in 
Wyoming had not yet been com-
pleted and it was is not yet known 
whether this pump would have to 
be replaced. 

Three mixers in the Upper 
Monument equalization basin 
had to be repaired or replaced. 
In addition a pump motor had to 
be replaced at a cost of $10,000. 
Also, a motive pump impeller 
had to be replaced at a cost of 
$16,000. Petersen said these were 
all routine operational costs. 

Petersen stated that installa-
tion of two sections of the water 
line between Donala’s Latrobe 
and Holbein water tanks had 
been postponed until 2016. 

The meeting was adjourned 
at 2:40 p.m.

**********
The next meeting will be 

held at 1:30 p.m. on Oct. 15 in the 
district conference room at 15850 
Holbein Drive. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the third Thursday 
of the month. Information: 488-
3603 or www.donalawater.org.
Jim Kendrick can be reached at 

jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Sept. 10

District increases employee health benefits
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By Lisa Hatfield
At the Sept. 8 meeting of the 
Triview Metropolitan District 
board, the directors discussed un-
accounted-for water calculations, 
road repair planning and the pos-
sibility of getting assistance with 
this from Monument, and the 
need to not grant exceptions to 
district policies. They approved 
a handful of administrative de-
cisions including a drug testing 
policy and an intergovernmental 
agreement (IGA) with Monu-
ment for mutual aid in case of 
emergencies.

Director Marco Fiorito was 
absent.

No public comments were 
made during the meeting.
Unaccounted-for water 

11 percent, not 37
District Manager Valerie Reming-
ton said that the discussion at the 
August meeting was not accurate 
and that “ 37 percent water loss 
is not anywhere close to where 
we really are.”  She and President 
Robert Fisher explained that to 
correctly calculate water loss for 
the district, pumped water from 
the prior month’s board packet 
must be compared to billed water 
from the current month’s packet 
so that both statistics for pumped 
and billed water are for the same 
month. 

She said that in July, the ac-
tual unaccounted-for water was 
only 11 percent, not 37 percent 
as the August discussion had in-
dicated, and added that this was 
first time unaccounted-for water 
was over 10 percent since she 
started working at Triview. She 
said it would have been even 
lower if one meter at the elemen-
tary school had not broken. “ It’s 
not extraordinary; it’s very low,”  
Remington said. She said her re-
search showed that nationally, 
water loss between 10 and 20 
percent was considered normal. 

To read about three reasons 
for water loss in the district men-

tioned by Remington at the Au-
gust meeting, see www.ocn.me/
v15n9.htm#tvmd0811.

Administrative  
decisions made

The directors unanimously ap-
proved the following items:
•	 A resolution stating that 

district staff will grant “ no 
fee waivers, past-dating, or 
grandfathering of fees”  for 
homeowners and contrac-
tors. 

•	 Kempton Construction’s 
low bid of $638,000 for the 
contract to build the new po-
table water, raw water, and 
sewage transmission lines 
at Promontory Pointe. The 
contract included a rela-
tively large 10 percent con-
tingency plan, since the area 
is on undeveloped land with 
rough terrain and “ a lot of 
unknowns.”  If additional 
expenses surpass 5 percent, 
any further expenses would 
require additional board ap-
proval.

•	 A drug policy and a random 
drug testing policy for all 
district employees in “ safe-
ty–sensitive”  positions.

•	 An IGA with Monument 
stating that in the case of an 
emergency in either Triview 
or the town, such as a flash 
flood, they would coordinate 
response efforts and share 
resources such as staff, con-
sultants, or equipment. It 
will now go to the town for 
its approval.

Operations and 
manager’s reports

Remington’s comments included:
•	 D4 well outfitting still under 

way.
•	 The Valero (Diamond 

Shamrock) truck stop at the 
I-25 Baptist Road intersec-
tion will now be included 
into Triview and will tap 
into Triview’s potable water 

system. Valero will abandon 
the well it currently uses 
and is already connected to 
the district’s sanitary sew-
er. See www.ocn.me/v9n4.
htm#tmd.

•	 A resident wanted to make a 
shorter route for his children 
to get to the bus stop and 
had requested an exception 
to the regulation against in-
stalling gates into the com-
mon area in district-main-
tained fences. Fisher said 
the answer was “ no”  since 
these exceptions had already 
been discussed a lot in the 
past. Remington asked dis-
trict Attorney Gary Shupp to 
draw up a resolution regard-
ing fences the board could 
vote on in the future.

•	 Road repairs have been 
scheduled with a contrac-
tor for a cost of $54,000 for 
“ mill and overlay”  in 31 
spots and “ remove and re-
place”  asphalt in five spots.

Vice President Reid Bolander 
voiced concern that with 28 
miles of streets in the district and 
$500,000 of road repairs needed, 
a backlog of street maintenance 
is accumulating. Fisher agreed 
and said this was why the district 
is going to develop a road mas-
ter plan, to decide exactly how to 
spend $500,000 on roads in 2016. 

Fisher said he planned to ask 
Monument if it would participate 
and help with the district’s road 
maintenance plans since “ they 
are doing a good job of planning 
and executing.” 

Checks over $5,000
Fisher recommended that a check 
to A Green Image for $7,165 
for weed control application be 
pulled from the list of checks, be-
cause he was concerned that the 
application killed more than just 
weeds. The directors unanimous-

ly approved these disbursements:
•	 JDS Hydro Consultants Inc., 

Sanctuary Transmission 
Line − $11,162

•	 Mountain Peak Controls 
Inc., D-4 well progress bill-
ing − $13,062

•	 DRC Construction Services 
Inc. CCTV video inspection 
and cleaning of one-fifth of 
Triview’s sanitary sewer 
collection system − $15, 792 

•	 Applied Ingenuity, first 
progress payment for D-4 
well completion − $201,070

•	 John Hurley Asphalt LLC, 
road repair down payment − 
$27,000 (added to list during 
manager’s report)

The meeting went into executive 
session at 6:11 p.m. to conference 
with the district’s attorney regard-

ing legal advice on specific legal 
questions and personnel matters. 
However, Shupp excused him-
self before the executive session 
began, saying Remington could 
take his place since the three 
items had already been covered, 
so Shupp could attend the Monu-
ment Board of Trustees meeting 
scheduled to start at 6:30 p.m.

**********
Triview Metropolitan District 
board meetings are normally 
held the second Tuesday of the 
month at 5 p.m. at 16055 Old 
Forest Point, Suite 300. Informa-
tion: 488-6868 or see www.colo-
rado.gov/triviewmetro. The next 
meeting is scheduled for Oct. 13.
Lisa Hatfield can be reached at 

lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Triview Metropolitan District, Sept. 8

Water loss only 11 percent for July
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By Lisa Hatfield
The directors of the Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Protection District discussed the 2015 
amended budget, the 2016 draft budget, 
and approved filling one vacant firefighter 
position at the Sept. 23 meeting. Franz 
Hankins was promoted to lieutenant. 

President Jake Shirk and Vice Presi-
dent Roger Lance were excused. Secretary 
Mike Smaldino chaired the meeting.

Promotion ceremony
Fire Chief Chris Truty swore-in Lt. Han-
kins, who was promoted from firefighter 
engineer. Hankins’ son Dylan pinned on 
his father’s new badge.

2015 budget amendments 
discussed

Truty explained that as usual, there were 
unanticipated changes in expenses and 
revenues for the 2015 budget. He sum-
marized by saying that budget revenue for 

2015 would probably change from $5.2 
million to $5.7 million. He said total ex-
penses would change from $5.1 million 
to $5.5 million, which would increase the 
district’s net position for the budget year 
by $165,000.

The directors will have a public hear-
ing and vote on the amended 2015 budget 
at the Oct. 28 meeting.

Truty said that property tax assess-
ment values increased 7.9 percent in 2015, 
but this was short of hoped-for growth. 
Re-assessments will not be done again un-
til 2017.

One firefighter position filled
Smaldino raised a question about staffing 
that related to the 2016 budget, which will 
not be finally approved until December. 
One of the district’s goals is to gradually 
increase staffing to levels that meet nation-
al standards, as Truty has said in the past. 

See www.ocn.me/v15n4.htm#tlmfpd0325. 
Because the district had a budget sur-

plus for 2015, Smaldino wondered if the 
district could begin the hiring process for 
one new firefighter at this meeting instead 
of waiting until after the 2016 budget 
was approved. Hiring one new firefighter 
would offset some overtime expenses in-
curred now due to minimum staffing re-
quirements, Truty said.

The directors conducted a lengthy 
discussion of the risks and implications of 
the decision. The primary concern was that 
the board would be committing money to 
an expense that was not yet approved for 
2016, although all indications were that 
the board would approve the 2016 staffing 
plan that Truty was suggesting, including 
adding this one new firefighter. 

The directors voted unanimously to 
offer a job to one of the candidates that 
Deputy Chief Randy Trost had recom-

mended. It would still take 30-60 days 
for the new firefighter to actually join the 
district as he still would have to finish the 
qualification process.

2016 draft budget presented
Truty outlined many choices to be made re-
garding the 2016 budget in the areas of the 
operating fund, capital improvements, im-
pact fees, and emergency reserves funds. 

The 2016 operating budget was draft-
ed at 7 percent above 2015 budget, or $5.5 
million. He said staffing and achieving 
average wages were the most significant 
issues, but the district is also making de-
cisions about long-term funding goals, 
short- and long-term capital replacement 
plans, and enhanced public safety. 

Truty said the main objective for the 
2016 budget was to address two compet-
ing district goals: increasing staffing and 
making a significant effort toward improv-
ing staff wages, which currently are about 
20 percent below average for comparable 
districts. He said the overwhelming choice 
of the union would be to improve current 
wages instead of increasing staffing. The 
goal was to increase the firefighter base 
wage by 8 percent starting in 2016. Be-
cause of the formula approved at the Au-
gust meeting, this would mean increases 
between 1 percent and 20 percent for all 
staff depending on rank and longevity. See 
www.ocn.me/v15n9.htm#tlmfpd0826.

He said that the 2016 budget year 
would have enough funds to cover the res-
toration of the third firefighter by filling 
one of the three vacant positions at Station 
2, with hopes of filling the last two vacant 
positions by 2018. 

For detailed figures, contact the dis-
trict, and attend the next several TLMFPD 
meetings: Wednesday Oct. 28, Tuesday 
Nov. 17, and Tuesday Dec. 8.

Financial report
Treasurer John Hildebrandt reported that 

By Jennifer Green-Lanchoney
Donald Wescott Fire Protection District’s 
newest permanent firefighter, Robert 
Mulroney-Hurd, was sworn in during the 
Board of Directors meeting Sept. 15. Mul-
roney-Hurd, who began as a volunteer fire-
fighter, now joins 12 other paid firefighters 
on the Wescott team.

District Directors Bo McAllister, Har-
land Baker, Greg Gent and Joyce Hartung 
were present at the swearing in, as was the 
executive staff, Chief Vinny Burns and As-
sistant Chief Scott Ridings. District Direc-
tor John Fredell was absent. 

Annual training event
Station Capt. Sean Pearson led a team 
of five firefighters to train at the Nassau 
County Fire Service Training Academy 
in New York during the last week of June. 
This was the first out-of-state training ex-
ercise for both Wescott and the training 
academy. Pearson stated that the training 
event was a huge success, helping fire-
fighters better fight many types of fires 
with props such as a burn buildings and ve-
hicles. The education was unlike anything 
they could have received in Colorado, said 
Pearson. He added that after every burn 
cycle firefighters discussed their approach, 
indicating strengths and weaknesses and 
greatly enhancing firefighting knowledge. 

Because the station would like to make 

this an annual event, Wescott has allocated 
$51,000 in the projected 2016 training 
budget. This is a more than 50 percent in-
crease over the amount budgeted for 2015. 
Another Wescott group is scheduled to go 
back to the training academy this year. 

Administrative
Stacey Popovich, Wescott administrative 
assistant, explained the current state of fi-
nancial affairs for the Wescott fire district. 
The district currently has $1.538 million 
in total funds. The financial statement was 
approved unanimously. The August meet-
ing minutes were approved unanimously 
as well. 

Chief’s report
Assistant Chief Ridings gave the August 
run report, indicating a 30 percent increase 
in the number of calls received in 2015 
over 2014. There were two grassfires and 
one vehicle fire that resulted in no damage. 

2016 budget
Chief Burns brought the proposed 2016 
budget to the board for review and approv-
al. Of note, the tax assessor raised the sta-
tion’s valuation, which comes to the station 
in the form of a Special Ownership Tax, to 
$175,000. This is a $20,000 increase over 
the 2015 tax assessment. With an expected 
increase in tax revenue and other income, 
the station expects almost $200,000 in ad-
ditional funds during 2016. 

Burns explained that the additional 
funds will be used to increase proposed 
budgets for wildland equipment and gear, 
salaries, training, and medical benefits.  
Salaries are expected to increase 7 percent 
across the board. 

Popovich also explained the increase 
in medical benefit costs. Their previous 
plan at Rocky Mountain Insurance was 
increased by $36,000 annually. Popovich 
began to research other options for the 
district, choosing the Colorado HealthOp 
Bison Plan. The Bison Plan increased the 
cost of medical insurance by $2,400 over 
last year. 

The board requested time to look over 
the proposed budget, and will re-engage at 
the next meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 
p.m.

*********
The Donald Wescott Fire Protection Dis-
trict Board of Directors’ next meeting is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Oct. 20 at Station 1, 
15415 Gleneagle Dr. Please call 488-8680, 
a non-emergency number, for more infor-
mation, or visit www.wescottfire.org. The 
district is also on Facebook.

Jennifer Green-Lanchoney can be con-
tacted at jengreenlanchoney@ocn.me. 

Above: District Director Greg 
Gent swears in firefighter Robert 
Mulroney-Hurd during a Wescott 
Fire Protection District Board 
of Directors meeting Sept. 15. 
Mulroney-Hurd began as a 
volunteer firefighter and now joins 
12 other paid firefighters on the 
Wescott team.  Photo provided by 
Jennifer Green-Lanchoney.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Sept. 15

Wescott swears in new firefighter

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, Sept. 23

2016 draft budget presented; 
one vacant firefighter position filled
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By Jackie Burhans
At the Woodmoor Improvement Association (WIA) board 
meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 23, the board voted to approve 
the covenants document from La Plata for The Dunes along 
with amendments.

Covenants for The Dunes approved
Director Mark Ponti reported that WIA lawyer Leonard 
Rioth and architectural control administrator Bob Pearsall 
have been meeting with their counterparts in The Dunes over 
the last three months. They worked on The Dunes’ Project 
Design Standards Manual (PDSM) which is equivalent to 
the WIA PDSM with some additions and exceptions. That 
was voted on and approved earlier this year. The next docu-
ment agreed upon was the declaration of covenants, condi-
tions, and restrictions of The Dunes at Woodmoor. This sets 
forth the covenants and gives the WIA the authority to en-
force the covenants including the PDSM approved earlier 
this year. The WIA board unanimously approved the cov-
enants for The Dune as recommended by the board attorney. 

The second document discussed covered amendments 
to the covenant that takes the original property platted for 
the Dunes in 1971 for commercial and multi-family use and 
converts it to single family. Hale explained that a 1999 law-
suit by KAB-Pankey LLC sued and won to allow commer-
cial and multi-family; this document takes that and converts 
it to single family. A motion was made and approved by the 
board, with Jennifer Cunningham abstaining.

Hale asked Angela Essing, director of planning for La 
Plata, to update the board on the timeline for the project. 
Essing noted that the project was delayed due to the rains so 
they are hoping to have the roads completed by early March 
or early spring and then have home construction after that. 
She noted that it depends on the winter and how quickly we 
have a hard frost.

Board report highlights
• A second WIA covenant review meeting was held on 

Sept. 21. The goal is to remove obsolete clauses, clarify, 
and bring the covenants up to date. The project is three-
fourths complete and will require another one to two 
meetings before a draft is available for board review.

• After the Sept. 7 robbery of the Woodmoor Conoco, 
there have been rumors that one of the solicitors stay-
ing at the Ramada Inn was responsible. This was re-
ported to be false, and the robbery is being investigated 
by the El Paso Sheriff’s Offi ce (EPSO).

• On Sept. 14 there were reports of criminal trespass and 
burglary from cars with unlocked doors. A stolen ve-
hicle was crashed in Black Forest, others broken into, 
and a second vehicle crashed in Cimarron Hills. EPSO 
is investigating and has pictures of female suspects. If 
anyone has information, they should contact Detective 
John Watts at 719-390-5555. 

• The WIA expected to break ground on Sept. 28 for the 
new Pavilion in the parking lot. It was expected to be 
completed by Oct. 2, and residents will be able to re-
serve it for their use.

• Paving at the parking lot at the Marsh common area on 
the corner of Woodmoor Drive and Top O’ the Moor 
has been completed. The paving was necessary to 
address drainage issues in that area. The lot will be 
striped for four cars and boulders will be placed along 
the perimeter.

• Community Affairs Director Cunningham reported 
that the new town manager for Monument, who is 
from Kansas, will be starting on Oct. 1.

• Community events include the University of Colo-
rado Health mobile mammography bus, the Pink Life 
Saver, at the Pikes Peak Brewing Co. on Sept. 27 with 
a new brew, a “Bear 4 Boobies” prickly pear saison 
brewed by the ladies of PPBC.

• Cunningham noted that the annual Kiwanis Emp-
ty Bowl Dinner will be held at Lewis-Palmer High 
School on Oct. 7. This event costs $20 and raises mon-
ey for Tri-Lakes Cares. 

**********
The WIA Board of Directors usually meets at 7 p.m. on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month in the Barn at 1691 
Woodmoor Drive, Monument. The next meeting will be 
on Oct. 21. WIA board meeting minutes can be found at: 
http://www.woodmoor.org/content/admin-bod-meeting-
minutes.html once approved and posted.
Jackie Burhans can be reached at jackieburhans@ocn.me.
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Open House: First Monday of each month 
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755 Highway 105 
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cathy@lonepinealpacas.com 

19605 Oslo Grove 
Colorado Springs, CO  
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Lots of handmade alpaca products, raw fiber,  and 
yarn.  Give the feeling of warmth and comfort this 
holiday season.   

                          Call to confirm and we will be sure to be open for you.   
Check out our fiber store online at:    
http://www.lonepinealpacas.com/store/  

Start Your Holiday Shopping NOW! 
Call for Store Hours 

as of Aug. 31, district expenses were under budget by 1.66 
percent and ambulance revenues were 4 percent below 
what was budgeted, but overall revenues were on track. 
The district’s total cash was $3.7 million in fi ve accounts. 
The fi nancial report was approved unanimously. 

Chief’s report
Truty said that the ambulance billing company the dis-
trict has been using suffered a catastrophic failure of its 
computer system and all backups in September. “It looks 
bleak,” he said, adding that the district has signed on 
with another billing company now and hopes a potential 
$500,000 in ambulance revenue in limbo right now will 
not have to be re-billed by the new company.

The TLMFPD crew members Gillette, Hankins, Pe-
ters, Vincent, Guerra, and Ayala, deployed to California 
and Washington to help with fi refi ghting efforts there, 
have returned. Truty said it gave them excellent training 
and experience. 

The Town of Palmer Lake plans put a mill levy vote on 
their ballot in November to fund the Palmer Lake Volun-
teer Fire Department. See www.ocn.me/v15n8.htm#pltc.

Offi ce Administrator Jennifer Martin’s report included 
updates on all the public relations and community events 
the TLMFPD crew members assisted with in September, 
including Muscular Dystrophy Association Fill the Boot 

fundraiser, ambulance presence at several public events, 
a fl ag ceremony on Sept. 11 with the American Legion, 
assistance with Tri-Lakes Emergency Preparedness Fair at 
the Church of Latter Day Saints, CPR classes, mitigation 
assessments, and car seat checks. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m.
**********

The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Oct. 28, in the Monument Town Hall at 645 Beacon Lite 
Road, with station tours open to the public starting at 5 
p.m. Meetings are usually held on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month. For information, contact Jennifer Martin at 
719-484-0911.

Lisa Hatfi eld can be contacted at lisahatfi eld@ocn.me.

Home Sweet Home 
Pampered Pet Care 

 

Pet sitting in your home  
Exotic Birds Are My Specialty 

 

Call Kathi at 428-8129  Call Kathi at Call Kathi at 

Above: Dylan pinned on his father Lt. Franz 
Hankins’s new badge after Fire Chief Chris Truty 
swore him in at his promotion ceremony on Sept. 
23 at the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District meeting. Photo by Lisa Hatfi eld.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, Sept. 23

Board approves The Dunes covenants 
and amendments
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Letters to Our Community

By Bill Kappel
September was a mild and mainly dry month. This was 
quite a contrast to the pattern we’ve seen since May. How-
ever, September is a transition season for the Front Range 
and will often be at one extreme or the other, either very 
wet or very dry. Remember 2013 when most of the re-
gion received record rainfall and devastating flooding. 
This year, temperatures were about 8°F warmer than nor-
mal, with barely a tenth of an inch of rainfall (normal is 
closer to 2 inches). September 2010 was very similar, with 
a monthly total of 0.11 inch of rainfall, so the dry, warm 
weather this month isn’t unprecedented.

One of the few periods of wet weather occurred dur-
ing the first few days of the month as afternoon thunder-
storms developed on the 1st and 3rd. These produced brief 
rain showers. No precipitation fell from the 4th through 
the 21st, an exceptionally long period of dry weather for 
us. Of course, we have been very wet since May, so there 
are no issues with drought even with this extended stretch 
of dry weather. Temperatures were also well above nor-
mal during this period. Highs consistently reached into 
the upper 70s to mid-80s through the period, 5-10 degrees 
warmer than normal for mid September. The clear skies 
and longer nights allowed overnight temperatures to cool 
to about normal, with most morning seeing lows in the 40s 
and even a few 30s in the colder spots.

Although fall officially began on Sept. 23, it still felt 
like summer. Temperatures were again above normal dur-

ing the week of Sept. 21, with highs in the upper 70s to 
mid-80s. Overnight lows bounced between mild low 50s 
and more fall-like upper 30s. Once again we were mainly 
dry, with one brief area of rain showers during the over-
night hours of the 23rd. Interestingly, this moisture was 
associated with remnant tropical moisture from a tropical 
system that moved through the Gulf of California and des-
ert Southwest. With the exception of the afternoon of the 
22nd and morning of the 23rd, when this storm was affect-
ing the region, skies were basically sunny the entire week. 

Relatively cooler air did finally move in during the 
end of the month, with a cold front pushing through around 
5 p.m. on the 28th. This brought gusty winds, clouds, and a 
few light showers to the area. Low clouds and fog greeted 
many of us the next morning. And with the higher lev-
els of moisture in the region, a few thunderstorms devel-
oped early that afternoon. Rain showers were again brief, 
however, barely producing measureable amounts of rain. 
Highs dropped back to normal levels, in the mid- to upper 
60s, but of course this felt much cooler because we had 
been so warm for so long. 

A look ahead
October can be an active weather month for the Tri-Lakes 
region with snowy conditions often experienced by the 
end of the month. Most years, we are greeted by a good 
snowfall around Halloween, and after a warm and dry 
September, we could be in for a good storm this year. 

Remember the 6-15 inches of snow that fell during 2004 
from Halloween night through Nov. 1. Snow can be heavy 
at times during any part of October as when over 20 inches 
of snow fell Oct. 9-10 in 2005 and 2006 saw over 24 inch-
es of snow fall in less than 24 hours on Oct. 26. And more 
recently, nearly 10 inches fell on Oct. 8, so get those snow 
plows ready. Of course, the weather can also be very dry 
and mild, so enjoy those sunny days when you can. 

September 2015 Weather Statistics
Average High 79.4° (+7.2) 100-year return frequency          	
	 value max 77.5° min 63.5°
Average Low 45.2° (+4.5) 100-year return frequency 	

	 value max 46.7° min 36.1°
Monthly Precipitation 0.11” (-1.83”) 
	 100-year return frequency value 
	 max  4.34” min 0.40”
Monthly Snowfall 0.0” (-0.5”)
Highest Temperature 86° on the 13th 
Lowest Temperature 33° on the 20th 
Season to Date Snow 0.0” (-0.5”, 100% below normal) 	
	 (the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip. 6.76” (-1.41”, 17% below normal) 	
	 (the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days 98 (-159)
Cooling Degree Days 17 (+12)
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. He 

can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

September Weather Wrap

Guidelines for letters to the editor are on page 31.
Disclaimer:  The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the views of OCN 
even if the letter writer is an OCN volunteer

Former superintendent supports four
One of the critical marks of a healthy, productive, and pro-
gressive community is the quality of the schools. We’re 
blessed in our community to have one of the best school 
districts in the state and one that is also recognized in the 
nation as a high-performing school district.

I am proud to have been a part of the legacy of teach-
ers, staff, administrators, and school board members who 
have pursued the mission of excellence over the years. 
This didn’t happen by accident but rather by those directly 
involved with the children in the schools as well as the 
intentional, purposeful, and thoughtful organizational 
planning of the school board members to give our students 
those experiences that would best prepare them for suc-
cess in life.

This November, we have an opportunity to continue 
this tradition of excellence by participating in the election 
of school board members committed to our community 
and to our students. I am supporting the campaign of Mr. 
Pfoff, Mrs. Hawkins, Mr. Clawson, and Mr. Beasley. My 
experiences with them give me the trust that decisions 
regarding budget, curriculum, hiring, and other school 
district issues will be done with the best interests of stu-
dents in mind. Each of these candidates has children in our 
schools, participates in school functions such as PTOs and 
Accountability Committees, and accentuates the positive 
direction of the district while looking for ways to improve 
the educational experiences for our students.

Join me in voting for the Pfoff, Hawkins, Clawson, 
Beasley team of school board candidates to ensure that the 
momentum of excellence continues well into the future.
Ted Bauman

School board listens to community
We are lucky to be served by Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict 38. As a transplant to Monument, I have known about 
the excellence of LP since high school. In college I would 
meet LP alumni that were well-prepared, organized, hard-
working, and knowledgeable of the world around them. 
This is a positive reflection on both the community and 
district.

There are many aspects that come together to make a 
great school district. First are high expectations from the 
community and great families. Second are dedicated and 
inspiring teachers, administrators, and support staff.

The third part that holds many districts back from the 
level we experience is the school board. We are lucky to 
have a board in place that balances a world-class educa-
tion with a fiscally responsible budget. This is a board that 
listens to its community. A board that sits down with staff 

to seek solutions. A board that celebrates excellence in 
the classroom and community while striving to improve 
where it can. It is a board whose children have an excel-
lent education from this district and who ensure that future 
generations receive the same opportunities for which we 
are known.

Our current board acts in the best interest of our stu-
dents. As a result they run one of the best school districts 
in Colorado. This November I will be voting for Beasley, 
Clawson, Hawkins, and Pfoff. They are an outstanding 
group of citizens that know why we are here—for the good 
of our children. 
Tom Chapman

Lani Moore for school board
I am writing to urge conservatives to come out in force 
this November to elect Lani Moore to District 38’s school 
board. I have met Lani and can say that she is the unapolo-
getic conservative choice for District 38.

Lani wants to increase student privacy, family rights, 
and the taxpayers’ standing in budgeting decisions. She 
does not hesitate to say that the district has not done 
enough to explain where money is being spent or justify 
the current amount of student fees families face every fall 
and she is running to establish policies to fix that. 

I appreciate the way Lani is not afraid to openly state 
her desire to fight Common Core and respect the attitudes 
and values of our conservative community in curriculum 
decisions.

Please support our students, teachers and taxpayers 
with your vote for Lani Moore. She cannot do this alone, 
so be sure to vote for the other conservative candidates, 
Sarah Sampayo and Gordon Reichal.
Bruce Clark

Put education above ideology
This school board election is more important than most; 
it will decide the direction of Lewis-Palmer for the next 
four years.

One group of candidates—Kris Beasley, Matt Claw-
son, Sherri Hawkins and Mark Pfoff—is committed to 
sticking with the policies and best practices that have 
made the Lewis-Palmer School District so successful in 
the last decade. There’s no denying the district is one of 
the best: it has the highest on-time graduation rate in the 
state, is near the top in testing scores, has been on the Ad-
vanced Placement program honor role for four years (one 
of only 17 in the country to do this), and has been Accred-
ited with Distinction for several years. In addition to this 
record of academic excellence, the district’s finances are 
in great shape: budgets balanced for the last six years, all 
audits clean, and a high bond rating that means tax dollars 
go to education not interest payments.

The other group of candidates—Lani Moore, Gordon 
Reichel, and Sarah Sampayo—seems much more focused 

on their political and personal agendas than on education, 
judging by their Facebook posts, letters to the editor, com-
ments to the school board, and meet-and-greet presenta-
tions. Their strategy revolves around divisive hot-button 
issues that often have little relevance to what’s really go-
ing on in the Lewis-Palmer district.

We don’t have to look far to see the chaos that ideo-
logical school board majorities bring. In Jefferson County 
the conservative majority on the school board is currently 
being recalled by voters who don’t like the way they ran 
the district. In Douglas County, the taxpayers are financ-
ing a lawsuit, now on its way to the Supreme Court, that 
uses the district’s families as lab rats in an experiment on 
vouchers.

I hope you will join me in voting for candidates that 
will put education above ideology.
Micheale Duncan

Four candidates value school district
As parents, teachers, and community members of the 
Lewis-Palmer School District (LPSD), we feel compelled 
to share our thoughts regarding the election for the LPSD 
Board of Education. 

We are very proud of District 38. Like so many in our 
community, we made a choice to move here because of the 
tradition of excellence in the Lewis-Palmer schools. We 
know firsthand from our triangular ownership in LPSD 
(parents, teachers, and taxpayers), that we have an incred-
ible school district! Like most, we treasure how truly spe-
cial LPSD is.

Unfortunately, there is a small undercurrent of indi-
viduals who do not feel the same about LPSD. 

These individuals refuse to recognize anything posi-
tive about a district well-known as one of the best in Colo-
rado. We feel hurt and confused when members of this 
vocal minority attempt to denigrate the district. They want 
to force radical change to promote a narrow agenda and 
irrational fears. Their ideas undermine public education, 
change curriculum, disrespect teachers, ignore our tradi-
tion of excellence, and serve others outside our communi-
ty. Such negativity doesn’t serve the needs of our students.

Fortunately, there are individuals on the ballot that 
recognize that LPSD is extraordinary. They understand 
how to work with the community, administration, teach-
ers, and staff to provide the best education possible for 
students. They understand that LPSD, like any organiza-
tion, is not perfect. 

However, these candidates are excited about our dis-
trict, its history of excellence, our students, and our future. 
They have the skills to lead the district to even greater suc-
cess without “throwing out the baby with the bathwater.” 

We love this community and its school district. Join 
us in support of candidates whose actions show that truly 
care about LPSD. Cast your ballot for Kris Beasley, Mat-
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By the staff at Covered Treasures
If you’re in a book club, these titles may be intriguing 
to you. These selections are book club favorites for their 
many facets and issues ripe for discussion.

The Plover
By Brian Doyle (Picador 
US) $16
Declan O’Donnell has 
sailed deep into the vast, 
wild ocean, having fi nally 
had “enough” of other peo-
ple and their problems. He 
will go it alone. He will be 
beholden to and beloved of 
no one. But fate soon pres-
ents him with a string of 
odd, entertaining, and dan-
gerous passengers, who 
become companions of 
every sort and stripe. The 
Plover is the story of their adventures and misadventures 

in the immense blue country one of them calls “Pacifi ca.” 
Hounded by a mysterious enemy, Declan’s lonely boat is 
eventually crammed with humor, argument, tension, and 
a resident herring gull. This is a sea novel, a maritime ad-
venture, the story of a cold man melting, a compendium of 
small miracles, an elegy to Edmund Burke—and a heart-
felt celebration of life’s surprising paths, planned and un-
planned.

All the Light We Cannot See
By Anthony Doerr (Simon & Schuster Inc.) $27
Marie-Laure is a young blind girl living in France during 
World War II, and Werner is a German orphan who serves 
as a Nazi radio specialist. On a special assignment to track 
the resistance, Werner passes through Saint-Malo, where 
his story and Marie-Laure’s converge. Deftly interweaving 
the lives of Marie-Laure and Werner, Doerr illuminates the 
way, against all odds, people try to be good to one another, 
in this deeply moving and beautifully written novel.

The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry
By Gabrielle Zevin (Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill) 

$14.95
A.J. Fikry’s life is not what he expected it to be. He lives 
alone and his bookstore is experiencing the worst sales in 
its history. But when a mysterious, unexpected arrival ap-
pears at the bookstore, it gives Fikry the chance to make 
his life over—and see everything anew. This novel refer-
ences fi ne literature, with an excerpt from one of Fikry’s 
favorite works at the beginning of each chapter. His love 
of books and bookish people and, really, all of humanity, 
comes through in this endearing story of redemption and 
transformation. 

Our Souls at Night
By Kent Haruf (Alfred A. Knopf) $24
Kent Haruf’s latest—and last—novel is a spare, yet elo-
quent, bittersweet, yet inspiring, story that reveals quiet, 
often heartbreaking truths about regret and growing old; 
and it is the way this short book ends that has many Haruf 
fans debating whether or not this was his preferred end-
ing. In the familiar setting of Holt, Colo., Louis and Addie, 
both widowed, familiar to each other, yet not close enough 
to be considered friends—meet each evening at her house. 

thew Clawson, Sherry Hawkins, and Mark Pfoff for the 
LPSD school board.
Cynthia and Raleigh “Butch” Eversole

Continue school district’s 
commitment and values

Lewis-Palmer School District has an excellent record 
of supporting, advocating, and keeping children as their 
number one priority. As a parent, community member for 
37 years, and principal for 12 in this district, I want to see 
this commitment and value system continue for all chil-
dren. 

Mark Pfoff, Sherri Hawkins, and Kris Beasley have 
dedicated themselves in providing support to our commu-
nity. Both Sherri and Mark have served us well as existing 
board members, and Kris has been active as a member of 
the District Safety & Security and Accountability Com-
mittees. Their dedication and record speak loudly to what 
they are all about. Matt Clawson, a parent of four children 
in our district may be new, but I was impressed with his 
experience with working with the Boy Scouts of America 
Council and the Boys/Girls Clubs of America. He too is an 
advocate for kids. 

A vote for these candidates would clearly mean con-
tinuing the culture of doing what is best for our children, 
teachers, and community. I endorse these folks as they 
“walk the talk.” 
Julie Jadomski

Who’s who on the ballot
As a District 38 parent, I believe voters should know who’s 
who when those school board ballots arrive:

The union is recommending Mark Pfoff, Kris Bea-
sley, and Sherri Hawkins. The union is openly opposing 
Sarah Sampayo, Gordon Reichal, and Lani Moore. 
Diane MacPherson

Don’t return to dysfunction
Beginning in mid-October, citizens of the Tri-Lakes Com-
munity will vote in an election that is arguably more im-
portant than any other election in our nation; we will elect 
four people to serve on the District-38 Board of Education. 
We will be voting on the future of our children. 

Eight years ago I was elected to the board, the fi rst of 
two terms. Prior to that election, the board was very di-
vided and dysfunctional. While those fi ve volunteers were 
outstanding individuals, solid members of the community, 
and very successful in private life, they were unable to 
work beyond their differing viewpoints, and thus unable 
to function as a unifi ed board.

As a result, superintendent turnover was excessive, 
and expensive; budget management lacked direction, and 
operational debt soared. District leadership was distracted 
and not as supportive of our employees as it should have 
been. Student performance was quite good, but it fell short 
of potential. 

Our board goals over the past eight years have been 
simple. Work together, tell the truth, trust each other, and 
be willing to compromise. And today, our district is doing 
exceedingly well. We are at or near the top of every per-
formance metric out there. Employee retention and morale 
is extremely high. The budget is balanced, and reserve ac-
counts are healthy. We have a world-class superintendent 

who leads a dynamic staff.
During the last eight years, the community has repeat-

edly elected a board that was committed to working as a 
team. We have supported those who work with our kids 
each and every day—our employees. Despite the chal-
lenges of budget cuts and economic recession, we all kept 
a singular goal in mind—doing what’s best for kids. It 
would make no sense to return to the dysfunction of eight 
years ago with this election. 

So please join me in supporting our kids by voting for 
Kris Beasley, Matt Clawson, Sherri Hawkins, and Mark 
Pfoff in the upcoming election. 
John Mann

Apologies to Mann
My apologies to D-38 Board Vice President John Mann. 
In a previous letter I stated that all fi ve members of the 
current board were originally appointed, when in fact Mr. 
Mann was elected in November 2007.
Melinda Zark 

Is this the end of the D-38 school system?
We have been fortunate to have one of the best school dis-
tricts in Colorado. However, if the current union-backed 
board members, Sherri Hawkins, Kris Beasley, and Mark 
Pfoff, are re-elected to the school board, then the district 
will lose its special status as a top-ranking school district. 

The reasons for the decline are clear. Local control 
and school choice will be replaced by federal education-
al mandates. The most threatening mandate is Common 
Core. Common Core testing, curriculum, and textbooks 
emanate from the Department of Education. This top 
down, one-size-fi ts-all approach to education will lead 
to the loss of local control. A homogenized educational 
system will make school choice meaningless. Our schools 
will be nothing more than educational hubs of D.C. 

Concerned members of the community have tried to 
work with the current school board to fi ght against Com-
mon Core. We thought we had the school board on our 
side. Last February, the board issued a letter to the com-
munity opposing Common Core. This letter was a hollow 
gesture. Since then, the school board has complied with 
every Common Core demand. When community members 
have expressed their concerns, the board played the “we 
will lose our state funding if we don’t comply” canard.

Last spring, many parents opted their children out of 
Common Core testing. Community members asked the 
school board to notify more parents about the opt-out op-
tion. The board not only refused, but sent out letters en-
couraging participation. 

To stop the federal takeover of our schools, it is im-
perative that we elect Sarah Sampayo, Gordon Reichal, 
and Lani Moore, each of whom have pledged to do their 
utmost to stop Common Core and to preserve local con-
trol and school choice to maintain our great D-38 school 
district. 
Michael O’Hare

A Code of Ethics 
 I recommend each candidate for the D-38 Board of Edu-
cation election agree to this Code of Ethics. 1) Decisions 
must be made by the board as a whole, allowing diverse 
opinion to be publically expressed by board members, 2) 
Focus board action on policymaking, goal setting, plan-

ning, and evaluation while delegating authority for the ad-
ministration of D-38 to the superintendent, 3) Make policy 
decisions only after full and transparent fi nancial and im-
pact discussions with public participation, 4) Decisions are 
based on facts and are not surrendered to insiders, unions, 
or special groups, 5) Promise to inform themselves about 
educational issues by individual study and participation in 
state and national school boards associations before vot-
ing, 6) Make certain the board remains accountable to the 
community, 7) Remember always that our greatest con-
cern is the educational welfare and academic performance 
of all the students at all schools. 

With these ethical standards, elections can be based 
on a candidate’s vision for the future. I ask for your vote to 
implement these standards of conduct for the D-38 school 
board. As to the above, I do so promise and I hope all can-
didates will agree as well. Pay it forward!
Gordon O. Reichal

Re: Unaccounted-for water 37 percent?
Reid Bolander and Triview Metro District are perplexed 
by the stealing of water? Oh my goodness. Why does ev-
ery Jackson Creek resident know what’s going on but the 
vice president does not? It is not leaky pipes, it is not open 
space irrigation, it is not new houses prior to meters. ... 
It is Classic, Vantage and the other builders tapping into 
fi re hydrants and fi lling their 10,000 gallon water trucks 
several times a day! 

Yes, I have seen it with my own eyes by Promontory 
Point near Saber Creek Drive. Mystery solved! Now you 
don’t need to hire another $250,000 per year water expert!
Don Russo
Editor’s note: At the Sept. 8 Triview meeting, District 
Manager Valerie Remington said unaccounted-for water 
was 11 percent. See related Triview article on page 19.

 Remember Chief Truty’s projections
I would like to remind Palmer Lake voters of a quote in 
July 2015 OCN:

“… [TLMFPD Chief] Truty said that over the past 
months, the discussion of projected revenues and expen-
ditures for capital projects and operations indicate annual 
shortfalls from $2.1 million to $3.5 million per year, in-
cluding annual budget increases but excluding a training 
center. He said the total mill levy increase required to 
cover all the projected costs could be from 4.5 to almost 9 
mills with an average of about 6.75 mills. The current mill 
levy is 11.5 ….”

On Nov. 3, 2015, the Town of Palmer Lake will be 
voting on a ballot issue to raise property taxes by 10 mills 
in support of Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department. Be-
fore anybody votes “no” to 10 mills this November, with 
an expectation of voting to join TLMFPD next year for 
11.5 mills, Chief Truty’s projections should be considered, 
because if we become part of Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District, we’d also become part of their annual 
shortfalls at an additional cost of up to 9 mills (or 11.5 + 
9 = 20.5 mills)—possibly more once Palmer Lake were 
included.

I hope Palmer Lake voters will keep these thoughts 
in mind when voting on the mail-in ballot coming soon.
Bob Wickham
■

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

Books you’ll want to talk about
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High Altitude Natural Gardening

It’s time to prepare gardens for winter
By Janet Sellers

The zukes are now out of the garden beds and most gardeners 
are putting in their special mix of amendments for overwinter-
ing their gardens. I’ve still got some cardboard and llama beans 
to put out on a section of garden, and then I’ll likely place some 
romaine seeds and others under straw mulch. From this past 
April, to my surprise, I had hundreds of romaine sprout and 
grow from a leftover plant that went to seed last year, and I had 
so much lettuce in May I could share it with Tri-Lakes Cares 
food bank. I’ll make use of that idea and try out some things 
that will sprout when the Earth is ready next year even before 
we are!

Many flower beds can have bulbs and seeds put in the 
ground and carefully mulched in the fall. The overwintering 
will set up the tulips and others for their needed four or more 
months of winter temps so they have great blooms in spring. 
Long ago, my daughter planted tulips all over the yard and 
they came up for years. We still have one special pink tulip in 
the middle of the walkway from over 15 years ago, and every 
spring, just like clockwork, one pink tulip appears there.

With our great rains, grasses grew better than 
usual, and so did noxious weeds. Some of our fast, per-
nicious invaders are bindweed (morning glory looking 
but strangles everything) and knapweed. We all have 
them, and just a few of them can send out hundreds, 
if not thousands, of seeds for new noxious plants, so 
get them out fast. Updates on events and tips for local 
gardening online with Facebook for Tri-Lakes Garden-
ing Community and Monument Community Garden: 
https://www.facebook.com/MonumentCommunity-
Garden. 

I admit that I don’t like the end of outdoor gar-
den season, so I’ve got my indoor windowsill veggies 
started already. Some of the list sounds like a bygone 
pirate movie: zombie scallions, zombie basil, Swiss 
chard, cherry tomatoes, romaine, and kale. What’s in 
your sunny window?
Janet Sellers is an avid novice HANG gardener in the 
Tri Lakes area. Contact her with your tips and ques-

tions for local experts at janetsellers@OCN.me.

Right: Palmer Lake 
volunteers borrowed 
friends’ kayaks to help 
save the lake from 
noxious weeds on Sept. 
20. The town recently 
received a state grant that 
helped to get tools and 
implements to facilitate 
the volunteer eradication 
efforts, and to date these 
dedicated volunteers 
have eradicated over 
6,000 pounds of noxious 
weeds in a year’s time. 
Shown from left are Cathy Green, Dana Carnival, Mike 
Gay, and Barbara Harback. Photo by Janet Sellers.

Their brave adventures—their pleasures and their difficul-
ties—are hugely involving and truly resonant, making this 
the perfect final installment to this beloved writer’s endur-
ing contribution to American literature.  

Last Train to Paris
By Michele Zackheim (Europa Editions) $16
This historical novel set in the 1930s centers on Rose 
Manon, a small-town girl who spent her youth dreaming 
of a more exciting life. When she learns of an opening for 
a staff reporter in New York City, she heads east to pursue 

her dreams. Rose’s ambitions take her to Paris and Berlin 
where she leads a charmed life until the Third Reich gains 
momentum and influence.  Rose finds herself caught in 
an inescapable web of terror, and decades later, she must 
come to terms with the consequences of a heart-wrenching 
decision that changes the course of her life.

The Children Act
By Ian McEwan (Anchor Books) $15
Fiona Maye is a leading English High Court judge who 
presides over cases in the family division and is renowned 

for her fierce intelligence, exactitude, and sensitivity. At 
the same time she is dealing with regrets and a crisis in 
her personal life, she is called on to try an urgent case: 
Adam, a beautiful 17-year-old boy, is refusing for reli-
gious reasons the medical treatment that could save his 
life. Time is running out. Should the secular court overrule 
sincerely expressed faith? Her judgment has momentous 
consequences for them both.

Some books, like these, beg to be discussed. Enjoy the 
reading, as well as the ensuing conversation! Until next 
month, happy reading. ■

October library events

Learn about nocturnal animals
By Harriet Halbig

Family programs
The Family Fun activity for October is Creatures of the 
Night. Come to the library from 4 to 5:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, Oct. 3 to learn about such animals as bats, snakes, 
insects, and others. Learn how nocturnal animals have dif-
ferent features and behaviors that allow them to be active 
at night. There will be an owl and a few other creatures 
to show their adaptations. This program is presented by 
Nature’s Educators of Aurora.

The annual Pumpkin Day program at the library will 
be Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 10:30. There will be no 11:15 story 
time on that day so children can listen to Bengetta Chap-
man explain the life cycle of pumpkins, read pumpkin sto-
ries, and decorate pumpkins with stick-on features.

Legos Club will meet from 10 to 11:30 on Saturday, 
Oct. 17. You bring your imagination and we will provide 
the Legos. All parts remain the property of the library.

The October Homeschool program will be a presenta-
tion about Pikes Peak Library District resources available 
to students of all ages. Did you know that your children can 
access a free tutor on any of their subjects? Learn a foreign 
language without having to purchase books or CDs? The 

library offers many sources of help for the home-schooler. 
Join us on Monday, Oct. 26 from 1 to 2.

The Fourth Friday Kid’s Crafts program on Friday, 
Oct. 23 will be making a giant stuffed paper pumpkin. No 
registration required.

Teen and tween programs
AfterMath free math tutoring continues on Mondays from 
3:30 to 7 p.m. Experienced math tutors assist students of 
all ages and grade levels. Drop in for help with your math 
questions. No appointment required.

Join us on Wednesday, Oct. 14 from 3:30 to 5 to learn 
how to make kumihimo bracelets. Learn this braiding 
craft and make a bracelet for yourself or a gift. There is no 
charge and all materials are provided, but registration is 
required. This is an intergenerational program.

Adult programs
Sheriff John Anderson will be at the library on Saturday, 
Oct. 3 from 1:30 to 3 to offer a presentation on the cultural 
and historical significance of the Ute Prayer Tree in the 
Pikes Peak region, followed by a signing of his recently 
published book on the topic. No registration is necessary.

The Monumental Readers will meet on Friday, Oct. 
16 from 10 to noon to discuss Moloka’i by Alan Brenne-

rt. All patrons are welcome to attend this monthly book 
group.

On the walls of the library in October will be water-
colors by Steven Schmidt.

Palmer Lake Library events
The Palmer Lake Library book group meets at 9 a.m. 

on the first Friday of each month. Please call 481-2587 for 
the latest selection.

The October Family Fun program on Saturday, Oct. 
17 at 10:30 a.m., will be Skins and Skulls. 

This is a program about mammals found on the east-
ern plains of Colorado: where they live, what they eat and 
how to look for them. Skins and skulls from these animals 
will help identify them and their habitat. You will learn 
from the skulls and teeth what kinds of things the animals 
eat and whether they are predator or prey. Presented by 
Susan Permut, volunteer naturalist at Castlewood Canyon 
State Park and a resident of Red Rock Ranch. 

Celebrate Halloween with Not So Scary Stories on 
Thursday, Oct. 29 at 4:30 p.m. Come for fun and lots of 
laughs. Costumes are welcome but not required. This pro-
gram is best for those 4 years and older.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Palmer Lake Historical Society

Hundreds Enjoy Estemere Community Event
Almost 700 people enjoyed a sunny fall day on Septem-
ber 12th as they toured Estemere Mansion, the “pearl of 
Palmer Lake,” enjoyed great food and music, attended 
programs on local historical subjects, and met with rep-
resentatives of local history and art groups.  Estemere is 
a Victorian Mansion built in the 1880’s by Dr. Findlay 
Thompson, a founder of Palmer Lake, and lovingly re-
stored by Roger and Kim Ward, the current owners.  Pe-
riodically, the Ward’s open their home to the public and 
allow the Palmer Lake Historical Society to sponsor tours 
of the Mansion and surrounding buildings.

Self-guided tours of Estemere were held throughout 
the day with the assistance of numerous Docents in pe-
riod costumes who helped create the atmosphere of the 
1800s.  The Monument Home Makers held a bake sale, 
while NT Sliders sold authentic Native American tacos 
and fry bread.  The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts and the 
Palmer Lake Art Group sponsored art exhibits, and the 
Palmer Lake Historical Society sponsored an information 
table and book sale.  Music was provided throughout the 

day by local musicians Cellist Steve Fuhrmann and Folk 
Singer Nicholas Davey.  The small Chapel building was 
continuously overflowing as visitors attended programs 
about the Palmer Lake Star presented by Jack Anthony, 
owners of Estemere from 1883 to 2015 presented by Dan 
Edwards, Ute Prayer Trees of the Pikes Peak Region pre-
sented by John Anderson, and viewed historic photos from 
the book, “Communities of the Palmer Divide,” presented 
by Kim Braun.

Our thanks to all the volunteers who helped make the 
day a success, especially the D-38 Key Club members 
who provided invaluable support.  A special thanks to the 
Wards for allowing us to use their home for this Commu-
nity event. 

On September 17th, over 40 people skipped the Bron-
cos game to attend an enthusiastic and informative pro-
gram by local historian John Stansfield about Enos Mills, 
the resident of Estes Park most responsible for the creation 
of Rocky Mountain National Park.  Stansfield, in the per-
sona of Mills, gave a brief history of Mills’ early life and 

the events and people who influenced his desire to learn 
about and ultimately champion the cause of preservation 
of Colorado’s natural beauty, especially the area around 
Estes Park.   Stansfield’s portrayal was so convincing it 
was hard at times to separate the historian from his sub-
ject.  After tracing the highlights of Mills’ transformation 
into a crusader to “protect the scenery,” Stansfield closed 
with Mills’ describing the long and arduous journey and 
the efforts by notables and ordinary citizens that ultimate-
ly resulted in legislation being passed by Congress desig-
nating the area surrounding Estes Park as Rocky Mountain 
National Park.

On October 15th, join the Palmer Lake Historical So-
ciety at 7:00 pm at Palmer Lake Town Hall as local his-
torian Dave Wallace describes the highlights of the life of 
George Washington, the Father of our Country.  Wallace 
assumes the persona of Washington, both in dress and 
spirit, as he takes us through Washington’s exploits and 
ultimately his selection as the first President of this new 
Nation.  Admission is free. ■
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by Jackie Burhans
The Tri-Lakes Emergency Preparedness Fair 
was held at the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter Day Saints in Monument on Saturday 
Sept. 12. Community members hosted dem-
onstration booths on ham radio operation 
and education, first aid, fire/police depart-
ment, emergency sanitation, water safety, 
safe food storage, and more with samples 
of foods prepared from food storage rations. 
Recipes can be found at http://tinyurl.com/
p2orpkm.

Author presents lecture on mining trails

Snapshots of Our Community

The Tri-Lakes Emergency 
Preparedness Fair, Sep. 12

Above: Guest lecturer Lee Whiteley (third from left) is joined by museum 
volunteers Ken Aron, Betty Chastain, Bill Kathmann, Executive Director Richard 
Sauers, and museum board member Jeff Tapparo at the opening of the Buck 
O’Donnell art exhibit. Whiteley talked about the Smoky Hill and Cherokee trails 
taken by prospectors to reach the Pikes Peak area gold fields in the 1850-60s. 
Photo by David Futey. 

Art Matters

Fall into the art of the outdoors
By Janet Sellers

October is officially Arts Month in the Pikes Peak region. 
Our Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region (COPPR) 
champions this annual celebration to highlight the visibil-
ity and the value of the arts for all of us, and it’s closely 
connected to October as National Arts and Humanities 
Month. I hope we can all get out and enjoy Arts Month this 
year—make some, purchase some, enjoy some local art. 
Besides great memories, local art is an heirloom treasure 
that lasts generations.

Let’s take in the local art and artist scene with gusto as 
it’s our last chance this month to grab some outdoor art fun 
and not have to wear ski clothes to stay warm or watch our 
watercolors freeze before our eyes. On the plus side, there 
will be fewer bugs in the outdoors as it gets colder. Yes, 
some of us still paint outdoors in cold weather, even snow. 

My fellow plein air painters around the state and here 
in town have enjoyed many warm months of this special 
outdoor style of dynamic painting called plein air painting. 
There is nothing else in the art world with such a fresh, 
dynamic feel to the realistic, peinture sur le motif “paint-

ing what the eye actually 
sees” as in these works, 
vs. the pre-planned studio 
style of a pre-determined 
look.
 It wasn’t until the inven-
tion of the paint tube in 
the 1840s that working 
outdoors became quite 
popular. This painting 
tradition requires works 
to be started and finished 
outdoors (studio finishes 
are frowned upon). The 
immediacy of the paint 
strokes must be handled 
well, and quickly—artists 
must pack up on the fly 
when chased by a storm! 

Be a plein air art lover—our fall colors will peak early 
this year, so let’s get out and enjoy colors!

October art indoors:
Bella Art and Frame Gallery’s Oct. 1-31 group art ex-
hibit is titled, “Miniature Fine Art Show” featuring art 
in miniature; opening reception Oct. 9, 6-9 p.m., 183 
Washington St., Monument.

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TCLA) exhibit 
“From the Earth” continues through October. It is an 
exhibit of fine art in wood, with some amazing and 
rare woods, in a variety of functional and fine art 
forms.

TCLA Call for Artists: a current member and 
resident artist call. Artists may sign up now as mem-
ber artists to be in this show. Artists may submit up to 
five works for free, and accepted artists may submit 
bin art. Oct. 16 is the deadline for entries. TCLA, 304 
Highway 105, Palmer Lake.
Janet Sellers is a local artist, art teacher, and Mini-
cine/online video maker. Her art and sculptures are 
on exhibit locally and all over Colorado. Sellers can 

be reached at janetsellers@ocn.me

by David Futey
On Sept. 10, author Lee Whiteley gave a presentation on the Cherokee and 

Smoky Hill Trails used by prospectors and others to reach the Pikes Peak area gold 
fields and beyond at the Western Museum of Mining and Industry. The Cherokee 
Trail was a route from the Sante Fe Trail in the Arkansas Valley and Old Bent’s Fort 
through Denver and onto Fort Bridger, Wyo. In the present-day Colorado Springs 
area, the trail from Pueblo came through Fountain, then eventually trended along 
Meridian Road in the Black Forest and onto Russellville. Remnants of the trail are 
visible at certain locations.

Above: Richard Cooper, a Palmer 
Lake Historical Society member, 
who volunteered to be a docent 
for the Estemere tour.  Photo by Al 
Walter.

by Jackie Burhans
The Palmer Lake Historical Society (PLHS) hosted a tour of Estemere on Saturday, Sept. 
12 in Palmer Lake. Estemere is a fully restored Victorian mansion built in the 1880s. 
Owners Kim and Ralph Ward opened their home for the first time in five years for this 
PLHS fundraiser. Over 650 people attended the event and enjoyed a self-guided tour with 
docents and volunteers from the D-38 key club and Lewis-Palmer High School social 
studies National Honor Society Rho Kappa in Victorian period clothing. Additional in-
formation on Estemere and PLHS can be found at: http://tinyurl.com/ofjl9wh. 

Above: Sherry Enterline of The 
Legendary Ladies group from Denver 
greeted attendees at the entrance of the 
tour. Photo courtesy of Jackie Burhans 

Right: Organizers Vicki Kay, left, and 
Holly Heath. Photo by Jackie Burhans

Historical Society hosts Estemere Tour

Support Our Community.
Advertise in OCN!

We offer inexpensive ads especially considering our very 
large circulation. Every month more than 16,100 copies 

of OCN are delivered by mail to businesses and residents 
throughout the Tri-Lakes area. Another 700 copies are 

placed in stacks throughout the Tri-Lakes area.

For more information, contact RaeJean Claybaugh on the ad 
hotline at (719) 646-7363 or ads@ocn.me or 

visit www.ocn.me/advertise.htm.
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Above: Representatives from Pikes Peak Brewery proudly show the plaque they won 
as the People’s Choice Award at the Sept. 19 Bines and Brews event held in Limbach 
Park, Monument. Photo by Debbie Galle. 

Gleneagle Sertoma Held Golf Tournament

RMMA back home to perform in the Tri-Lakes area. Next concert Nov. 21.  

Don’t Be a Zombie” Run, Sept. 26 

Haunted Mines at the Western Museum of Mining and Industry through Oct. 31

Brewery wins People’s Choice Award

Above: Fionn Miller, left, spun the wheel and answered questions 
about his own emergency plans at the American Red Cross Disaster 
Relief booth at the 2015 Zombie Run. El Paso County Parks hosted 
the second annual “Be Prepared…Don’t Be a Zombie” Run Sept. 26 at 
Fox Run Regional Park to help showcase the need for all residents to 
develop their own family and workplace emergency preparedness plans. 
For example, Ben Bills of www.El PasoTeller911.org advised citizens to 
give their physical address right away when calling 9-1-1 with a cell 
phone. Other entities presenting information, games, demonstrations, 
and prizes included the Pikes Peak Firefighters Association Emergency 
Services Rehab trailer, El Paso County Public Health, El Paso County 
Office of Emergency Management Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT), American Medical Response (AMR), and El Paso County 
HAZMAT team. See www.pikespeakzombierun.com/emergency-
preparedness.html for lots and lots more information. Photo by Lisa 
Hatfield.

Left: Gleneagle Sertoma 
held its 14th Annual Pa-
triot Golf Tournament 
on Sept. 14 at Kissing 
Camels Golf Club. The 
tournament honors our 
local patriots represent-
ing Fort Carson, the Air 
Force Academy, Peter-
son AFB, and local po-
lice and firefighters. The 
proceeds benefit Home 
Front Cares and other 
local charities. Pictured 
are two Sertomans, Gar-
rett Barton, left, and Bob 
Duckworth manning the 
registration table. An 
after-tournament buffet 
luncheon was held for 
the golfers who partici-
pated. Photos courtesy 
of Gleneagle Sertoma.

by David Futey
The Haunted Mines opened on Sept. 18 for its 9th season of 
Halloween scare and terror for those who “are up for the chal-
lenge.” Located at the Western Museum of Mining & Industry, 
the haunt ‘scares because they care’ with a portion of the pro-
ceeds going to the museum, Donald Wescott Fire Department 
and other non-profits. The recommended age is 12 and above 
and those who enter should be prepared to ride the Descender 
Hoist, enter the haunted cemetery, crawl through the vent shaft, 
and make their way through mazes and mining themed areas. 
The Haunted Mines runs through Oct. 31. Information on its op-
erating hours and to purchase tickets is at www.hauntedmines.
org. Photos provided courtesy of the Western Museum of Mining 
& Industry.

Left: Rocky Mountain Music Alliance (RRMA) opened 
its ninth concert season with a Beethoven Sonata 
concert at the Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church 
on Sept. 20. Filip Fenrych, a dazzling violinist, was a 
gold medal winner of Crescendo Music Awards and 
the Entergy Young Texas Artist in Texas. Dr. Zahari 
Metchkov, at the piano, is originally from Sofia, 
Bulgaria. He is RMMA’s artistic director and is on the 
faculty at Colorado State University Pueblo. RMMA 
is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) corporation whose mission is 
to provide for the enjoyment of classical music in the 

Tri-Lakes region and to support the study of classical 
music. They bring world-acclaimed musicians to 
Colorado several times each year to perform chamber 
music in intimate settings. Contributions may be sent 
to RMMA at 15954 Jackson Creek Parkway, Suite 
B, PMB #215, Monument, CO, 80132. The next 
concert, “The Piano Concerto Night,” will be Nov. 21 
at 7 p.m. at 20256 Hunting Downs Way, Monument. 
See http://rmmaonline.org/ or call (719) 630-8165 for 
more information. Photo by RMMA President Coleen 
Abeyta.

Support Our Community.
Advertise in OCN!

We offer inexpensive ads especially considering our very 
large circulation. Every month more than 16,100 copies 

of OCN are delivered by mail to businesses and residents 
throughout the Tri-Lakes area. Another 700 copies are 

placed in stacks throughout the Tri-Lakes area.

For more information, contact RaeJean Claybaugh on the 
ad hotline at (719) 646-7363 or ads@ocn.me or 

visit www.ocn.me/advertise.htm.
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Our Community Notices

For Rent in Palmer Lake 
2,200 sq. ft. 

Suitable for studio or warehouse 
Rent negotiable/Available now 

(719) 481-2671 

By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication.  Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the information number for that event.

Wednesday Senior Lunch at Big Red
Oct. 7: 	 Raspberry chipotle chicken, roasted potatoes, 	
	 salad.
Oct. 14: Chili, salad, Fritos
Oct. 21: Lemon chicken over rice, salad
Oct. 28: Meat loaf, potato bake, salad

Rolls and butter are served with each meal except 
sandwiches. Dessert is also provided. 

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m. at 146 Jefferson St., Monu-
ment (the School District 38 Administration Building. 
$3 voluntary donation. Entertainment follows lunch. For 
more information, call Judy, 487-9067. An activity of Tri-
Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership. Meals are provided 
by Pinecrest Catering, Palmer Lake; Nikki McDonald, ex-
ecutive chef, 481-3307.

Regional Transportation Plan  
comments due Oct. 9

The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments (PPACG) 
has released its draft Moving Forward 2040 Regional 
Transportation Plan for public review and comment 
through Oct. 9. The plan establishes the vision and goals 
for transportation within the region and identifies existing 
and future needs, and is based on three years of research 
on the current state of transportation and land use, as well 
as previous citizen input and PPACG Board guidance. 
Read the plan at: www.movingforwardplan.org, send your 
comments to travel@ppacg.org.

Volunteers needed for weed removal
The Palmer Lake Noxious Weeds Eradication Team seeks 
volunteers to help remove noxious weeds; come help one 
or all the events! Volunteers meet the second and fourth 
Saturdays of each month, 8-11 a.m. Bring gloves and wear 
long pants, long sleeves, sturdy shoes, and a hat. Dates: 
Oct. 10 & 24. Volunteers meet at Palmer Lake Town Hall, 
28 Valley Crescent, Palmer Lake. For more information, 
phone 481-2953 (then press 0), or www.townofpalmer-
lake.com.

Crafters and Artisans for the 
Pine Creek Bazaar, Nov. 7

The Pine Creek High School Band is looking for vendors 
to participate in the 18th Annual Pine Creek Holiday Ba-
zaar on Nov. 7, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The bazaar benefits the Pine 
Creek High School Instrumental Music Program. Pricing 
and registration information can be found at the bazaar’s 
website, www.pcbandboosters.com/bazaar.html.

Black Forest Together (BFT) needs volun-
teers; Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays

BFT is searching for team leads, work team members, 
volunteer work groups, resource center office volunteers, 
and donations so that they can help residents of burned 
areas of Black Forest do cleanup and mitigation of their 
properties. Workers are needed Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays in October and through Nov. 21, weather per-
mitting. For more information, please contact Donna, 495-
2445, BlackForestTogether@gmail.com, or come by the 
Resource Center at 11590 Black Forest Rd., Suite 30, in 
the Forest Plaza Center Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Handbell ringers needed
The Tri-Lakes Community Handbell Choir based in Mon-
ument needs ringers, high school and adult, (especially 
guys), and preferably experienced. If you are interested, 
please contact Betty Jenik, 488-3853

Tri-Lakes men’s a cappella 
singing group forming

Singers are wanted for a unique men’s singing group that 
will feature close harmony, a cappella singing, somewhat 
in the style of the Four Freshmen and Vocal Majority. For 
more information, call John Hobson at 368-7833, or Phil 
Zara, 481-3197.
Monument School of Fine Arts, enroll now

Art and movie classes for kids and adults, every skill lev-
el. Join award-winning art classes for traditional art and 
painting instruction. For more information, contact Janet 
Sellers, 387-1890, www.JanetSellers.com.
SunDance Studio Fall registration is open 
Register now for dance and fitness classes for toddler 
through adult, gymnastics, tumbling, cheer, and more. 
1450 Cipriani Loop, Monument. For more information, 
contact 481-8208, www.thesundancestudio.com.

Monument Academy enrolling 
for preschool-eighth grade

Waitlists are moving, some seats are still available in this 
free public school of choice. For more information, con-
tact 481-1950, www.monumentacademy.net.

St. Peter Catholic School enrolling 
for preschool-eighth grade

The school offers full and half-day preschool, academics, 
athletics, and more. NCA accredited, state licensed, finan-
cial aid available. Call or visit: 124 First St. Monument; 
481-1855; www.petertherock.org.

SafeCare Colorado services now 
in El Paso County

Lutheran Family Services Rocky Mountains (LFS) now 
provides SafeCare Colorado Services in El Paso County. 
SafeCare Colorado offers proactive in-home, voluntary 
services that support at-risk families in understanding the 
health, development, and safety needs of young children. 
LFS home visitors will deliver the SafeCare curriculum 
to parents through weekly visits over a four to five month 

period. The curriculum covers: Infant and Child Health, 
Home Safety and Parent/Child Interaction. The goal of 
SafeCare is to build parental skills and consistently re-
inforce positive communication and problem solving 
skills—helping to prevent child abuse. For more informa-
tion, contact 303-217-5854, www.lfsrm.org.

Mountain View Electric Association Essay 
Contest, apply by Nov. 18

High school juniors can win an all-expense-paid trip to 
either Washington, D.C., or a week at Leadership Camp 
in the mountains. “What does having electricity and the 
‘cooperative difference’ mean to you?” is this year’s top-
ic. For more information, contact 494-2670, www.mvea.
coop/community/essay-contest/. 

Volunteer drivers needed for 
cancer patients

Help transport cancer patients to and from medical treat-
ments. The American Cancer Society provides free rides 
through its Road to Recovery program. For information 

Above: SEMA Construction installed sixteen 145-
foot bridge girders on the new West Baptist Road 
bridge over the Union Pacific Railroad tracks and 
Monument Creek in August. The bridge is west of 
I-25 and east of the new Forest Lakes development, 

which will eventually include about 475 homes. 
According to Dave Rose, El Paso County public 
information officer, tax-payer funding for the $13.16 
million Baptist Road West Improvement project, 
which also includes a roundabout at Old Denver 

Road, was provided by the Pikes Peak Rural 
Transportation Authority ($11.4 million), Baptist Road 
Rural Transportation Authority ($750,000) and grant 
funding through the Department of Local Affairs ($1 
million). Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

Bridge to (almost) Nowhere
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about the Road to Recovery program or to volunteer, call 
1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org. 

Bustang & Park-n-Ride improvements
Bustang, the new interregional express bus service from 
the Colorado Department of Transportation, has begun. 
Along I-25, there are seven round trips per day, Mon. to 
Fri., from Colorado Springs to Denver, with a stop at I-25/
Monument Park-and-Ride. Single ride tickets from Monu-
ment to Denver’s Union Station cost only $9, $7.50 for se-
niors. Each coach is equipped with restrooms, bike racks, 
free Wi-Fi, power outlets and USB ports. Parking lot im-
provements include new asphalt paving, lighting, striping, 
signing, and new shelters equipped with lighting and in-
frared heating units. For information or to buy tickets on-
line, visit www.ridebustang.com, or phone 800-900-3011.

Become a CASA volunteer
Become a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate). 
CASA offers a volunteer opportunity like no other. As ap-
pointed representatives of the court, CASA volunteers are 
empowered to make a lifelong difference in the lives of 
abused and neglected children. Learn more at http://www.
casappr.org/volunteer-colorado-springs/ or contact Kelly 
at 447-9898, ext. 1033 or kellyp@casappr.org. 

HAP needs volunteers
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) is a 
nonprofit, all-volunteer organization that serves and sup-
ports seniors in our community. HAP currently needs vol-
unteers, three hours a week; and active board members, 
eight to 10 hours a month. For more information, call HAP 
board president, Dave Betzler, at 205-7651.
Donate live trees for Black Forest burn area
If you are doing wildfire mitigation, you might have good 
live trees to donate to Black Forest burned-out areas. The 
Black Forest Together (BFT) Tree Donor Program is ac-
cepting live trees to be either transplanted in the Black 
Forest burn area or sold to support the cost of this pro-
gram. Trees up to 12 inches in diameter (or up to 38 inches 
around) are ideal. The size of trees is measured at ground 
level. For more information, contact billmantia@aol.com.

Emergency Notification System update
If you registered for the Emergency Notification System 
(reverse 911) prior to July 2013, you may need to create 
a new account. Go to www.elpasoteller911.org and select 
“sign up” on the registration page. If you are able to log 
in using your existing user name and password, no further 
action is needed. If you get an error message indicating 
your email or password is invalid, press the sign-up button 
and create a new account. If you need assistance, dial 785-
1971 and a staff member will return your call.

Free transportation and safety 
services for seniors

Mountain Community Senior Services offers free trans-
portation and safety services to Tri-Lakes seniors. If you 
need a ride to a medical appointment, grocery shopping, or 
the local senior lunches, a volunteer driver will be happy 
to help you. Call 488-0076 to leave a message for the dis-
patcher. If you are in need of grab bars in the bathroom, a 
ramp to your door, or repair of stairs or railings, please call 
Cindy Rush, 488-0076, and leave a message.

Free Senior Safety Handyman Services
Senior Safety Handyman Services is a unique program 
funded by the Pikes Peak Area Agency on Aging. It is de-
signed to help seniors (age 60 and over) in northwest El 
Paso County with safety-related handyman projects. Ded-
icated, paid contractors and volunteers install grab bars, 
wheelchair ramps, railings, steps, etc., to help seniors to 
continue to live independently in their own homes. For 
service, call 488-0076 and leave a message for Cindy 
Rush. For more information, visit TriLakes-mcts-sshs.org.

Volunteer drivers needed for 
seniors’ transportation service

Mountain Community Transportation for Seniors is a non-
profit, grant-funded organization that provides free trans-
portation to Tri-Lakes seniors 60 years old and over. The 
program needs additional volunteer drivers. For informa-
tion, email MCSS at mcseniorservices@gmail.com or call 
the MCSS dispatch hotline at 488-0076.

Monument Marketplace Facebook page
Tri-Lakes residents can sell their used items, trade items, 
and chat about anything local goings-on at https://www.
facebook.com/groups/monumentmarketplace/.

Get volunteer help for your nonprofit
Due to popular demand, the Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict is adding a list of volunteer opportunities to its Youth 
Activities Directory online. If your nonprofit has a need 
for volunteers for a one-time project or an ongoing effort 
and can use volunteers under age 18, obtain a directory 
listing form on the district website www.lewispalmer.org 
under the community tab. Nonprofits may list their volun-
teer needs in the directory free of charge. For information, 
contact Robin Adair, P.O. Box 40, Monument, CO 80132; 
call 785-4223 or email radair@lewispalmer.org. 

Attention Tri-Lakes residents  
with medical conditions

If you have a medical condition or a physical disability, 
please contact Jennifer at Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District, 484-0911, to register for emergency as-
sistance if evacuation is required.

Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center programs
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership Senior Citi-
zens Center is next to the Lewis-Palmer High School Sta-
dium (across from the YMCA) and is open 1-4 p.m., Tue.-

Fri., and earlier for scheduled activities. The facility has a 
lounge, craft room, game room, and multipurpose room. 
Programs include bridge, pinochle, National Mah-jongg, 
line dancing, tea time, bingo, and more. Ping-pong, Wii 
video games, puzzles and board games, refreshments, a 
lending library, computers with Internet connections, and 
an information table are also available. For information 
about programs for seniors, visit www.TriLakesSeniors.
org. 
Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of information 
for local seniors, including the daily menu of the senior 
lunches offered Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays 
in Monument. It also contains the schedule of the classes 
and events for the month at the Senior Citizens Center. 
To subscribe, send an email with your name and mailing 
address to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat 
can also be viewed online at www.TriLakesHAP.org.

Senior Safety Program
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District offers a free 
senior safety program to all Tri-Lakes seniors. The pro-
gram includes smoke detector evaluations, home safety 
assessments, vial of life, and fire prevention. For informa-
tion call 484-0911 or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com. 

County prescription discount program 
could save you money

El Paso County’s prescription discount program saved 
10,000 residents $250,000 in discounted medicines over 
18 months at no additional taxpayer cost. People using the 
card saved an average of 23 percent. There are no eligi-
bility requirements and no strings attached to receive the 
discounts. You can pick up a free Prescription Discount 
Card at most county government locations or you can 
download your own personalized prescription discount 
card on the county website (bottom of the front page) at 
www.elpasoco.com/. Any county resident without pre-
scription coverage can use this program. Even if you have 
insurance for prescription medications, the discount card 
might save you money on prescription medications your 
existing plan does not cover. For information, visit www.
elpasoco.com/ or call 520-6337 (MEDS).

Free gun-lock kit
The Monument Police Department is offering free fire-
arm safety kits to local residents through a partnership 
with Project ChildSafe, the nationwide firearms safety 
education program. Each kit contains gun safety infor-
mation and a cable-style gunlock that fits most types of 
handguns, rifles, and shotguns. The Police Department 
administrative offices at 645 Beacon Lite Rd. are open 
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Drop by during those 
times to pick up a free gun-lock kit. For information, 
phone 481-3253. ■

By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N TA L  B O D I E S
•	 Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Oct. 

5, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st & 3rd Mon. each 
month. Info: 884-8017.

•	 El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Oct. 6, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300, http://adm2.
elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.

•	 Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Thu., Oct. 8, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., 
Monument. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
2525.

•	 Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Commit-
tee Meeting, Tue., Oct. 13, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell 
Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 
481-4053. 

•	 Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Oct. 13, 5 p.m., 16055 Old Forest Point, Suite 
300, Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 
488-6868. 

•	 D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) 
Meeting, Tue., Oct. 13, 7 p.m., Lewis-Palmer High 
School, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. 
each month, location varies. Info: 488-4700, www.
lewispalmer.org.

•	 Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Oct. 14, 10 a.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2732.

•	 Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Oct. 14, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 (then press 0) or www.townofpalmerlake.
com.

•	 D-38 School Board Candidate Forum, Wed, Oct. 
14, 6:30-9 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Sponsored by the D-38 District Account-
ability Advisory Committee. Info: 488-4700, www.
lewispalmer.org.

•	 Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Oct. 14, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 884-8017.

•	 Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Oct. 15, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jeffer-
son St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 
488-4700.

•	 Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Oct. 15, 10 a.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. 
each month. Info: 481-4886.

•	 Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meet-
ing, Thu., Oct. 15, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., 
Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each month except 
Nov. and Dec. Info: 488-3603.

•	 Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Oct. 
15, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Cres-
cent. Meets 3rd Thu. Each month. Info: 481-2953 
(then press 0) or www.townofpalmerlake.com.

•	 Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Oct. 
19, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each 
month. Info: 884-8017.

•	 El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Oct. 20, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300, http://adm2.
elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

•	 Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Oct. 20, 7 p.m., Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 488-8680.

•	 Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, 
Wed., Oct. 21, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 (then press 0) or www.townofpalmerlake.
com.

•	 Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Oct. 22, 6 p.m., Monument Sanitation District 
boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-2110, www.fvawd.com.

•	 Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Tue., Oct. 27, 6 p.m., Wescott Fire Station 
1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meets 4th Tue. each month. 
Info: 481-0711.

•	 Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Oct. 28, 6:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: Jennifer Martin, 
484-0911, www.tlmfire.org.

•	 Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Oct. 28, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 

Our Community Calendar
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1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. 
Info: 488-2693, www.woodmoor.org.

LO C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
•	 The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 

a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glen-
way. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.

•	 The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

•	 Monument Library: Aftermath, every Mon., 3:30-
7 p.m. Free drop-in math assistance for students of all 
ages. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

•	 Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Mon. & 
Wed., 4-5 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a 
Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

•	 Monument Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10:30-
11 a.m., 11:15-11:45 a.m.  (except Oct. 13, when 
Pumpkin Day, 10:30 a.m., replaces both). Ages 3 
and up, with adult.  Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

•	 Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 
9:30 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for one- 
and two-year-olds. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

•	 Palmer Lake Library: Storytime, every Wed. , 
10:30-11 a.m. Ages 3 and up, with adult. Palmer Lake 
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587, 
www.ppld.org. 

•	 Monument Library Family Fun: Creatures of the 
Night, Sat., Oct. 3, 4-5:30 p.m. Learn about snakes, 
bats, owls, insects, and other creatures that are ac-
tive at night. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

•	 Monument Library: Pumpkin Day, Tue., Oct. 13, 
10:30-11 a.m. Stories and free pumpkins to decorate. 
Takes the place of both Storytimes today. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org.

•	 Monumement Library: Kumihimo Bracelets, 
Wed., Oct. 14, 3:30-5 p.m. Teens and adults, make a 
friendship bracelet. Registration required and mate-
rials are provided. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370, www.
ppld.org. 

•	 Monument Library: Tween Time: Fun & Freaky 
Challenges, Fri., Oct. 16, 4-5:30 p.m. For ages 9-12: 
balloon stomping, donut chomping, candy tossing, 
“frog egg” gobbling, wormy treasure hunt, ping pong 
ball and marshmallow stunts. Registration is re-
quired. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

•	 Monument Library: Family Program–LEGO 
Club, Sat., Oct. 17, 10-11:30 a.m. Duplos for the 
littles ones, Legos for the rest. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

•	 Palmer Lake Library: Skins and Skulls, Sat., Oct. 
17, 10:30-11:30 a.m. A program about mammals 
found on the eastern plains of Colorado: where they 
live, what they eat and how to look for them. Palmer 
Lake Library - 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

•	 Monument Library: Fourth Fridays Kids Crafts, 
Fri., Oct. 23, 4-5 p.m. Ages 5 and up, make a giant 
stuffed pumpkin craft. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.
org. 

•	 Monument Library: Homeschool Program: PPLD 
Resources You Won’t Want to Miss, Mon., Oct. 
26, 1-2 p.m. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

•	 Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids 
Web at www.ppld.org features resources for school 
reports and homework, Tumblebooks––free on-
line read-along books, and a Fun & Games link. A 
“grown-ups” link has information about local school 
districts, home-schooling, and more.

Adult programs
•	 Monument Library: Socrates Café, every Tue., 1-3 

p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into philos-
ophy, religions, spirituality, and the common threads 
among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

•	 Monument Library: Senior Chats, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. All seniors are welcome to share conver-

sation and a cup of coffee in this casual discussion 
group. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

•	 Monument Library: Beginning Computer Class-
es. Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes 
Wed. mornings for beginner computer users. Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

•	 Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Knitting 
Group, every Thu., 10 a.m.-noon. Knit with other 
knitters. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Gl-
enway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org. 

•	 Monument Library: Ute Indian Prayer Trees of 
the Pikes Peak Region, Sat., Oct. 3, 1:30-3 p.m. Sher-
iff John Anderson will give a one-hour presentation 
on the cultural and historical significance of the Ute 
Prayer Tree in the Pikes Peak region, followed by a 
signing of his recently-published book on this topic. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

•	 Monument Library: Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Oct. 16, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome 
to this spirited group. Meets 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

•	 Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & Craft-
ers, Fri., Oct. 16, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to share 
ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442, www.ppld.org. 

•	 Monument Library: Colorado Chapter of Ameri-
cans United for Separation of Church and State, 
Free Film Screening: Where do we go Now? Sun, 
Oct. 18, 1:30-4 p.m. View and discuss this thought-
provoking movie about two different religious groups 
that live together in a small village. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org.

•	 Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Oct. 19, 
9:30-11 a.m. Get inspiration and structure for writ-
ing your memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd Mon. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

•	 Monument Library: AARP Smart Driver Course, 
Wed., Oct. 21, 12:45-5 p.m. Sign in at 12:30 p.m. Any 
aged person may attend, but the insurance discount 
only applies to those age 55 and older. Court-directed 
persons are welcomed; instructors are authorized to 
sign off related court documents. Cost: $15 AARP 
members, $20 for non-members. Pre-class reser-
vations are requested but a few walk-ins might be 
accepted. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.
org.

•	 Monument Library: Showing of Education Inc., 
Wed., Oct. 21 & 28, 6:30-8:30 p.m. A documentary 
film about school board elections .Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

•	 Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Nov. 6, 
9:30-11 a.m. Get inspiration and structure for writ-
ing your memories or history. Meets 1st & 3rd Mon. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

•	 Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & Craft-
ers, Fri., Nov. 6, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to share 
ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442, www.ppld.org. 

•	 The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, recorded pre-
sentations, a schedule of Library events, children’s 
story times, an adult literacy program, El Paso 
County Commissioners meetings, and much more. 
Find the schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the 
link “Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

W E E K LY  A N D  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
•	 Monument Hill Farmer’s Market, every Sat., 8 

a.m.-2 p.m., behind the D-38 Administration building 
at Second and Jefferson St. in Downtown Monument. 
Park in the Administration Building parking lot or at 
the Catholic Church. Playground for the kids, many 
new vendors plus all your old favorites. Open each 
Sat. through Oct. 17. Indoor market starts Nov. 21. 
Info: 592-9420.

•	 Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting, 
every Sat., 8 a.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 
18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument. Guests are wel-

come to the weekly meetings that feature speakers on 
a variety of topics and a free hearty buffet breakfast. 
Join the 140+ men and women of the Tri-Lakes area 
who work together on a wide variety of projects to 
support our community. Info: Bill Healy, 278-8393.

•	 Monument Community Yoga, every Sat., 9 a.m., 
Woodmoor Community Center, 1691 Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument. All levels. Cost: cash donation. Info: 
BePresentYogaLLC@gmail.com.

•	 Free Workshop at Monument Natural Grocers, 
every Sat., 10-11:30 a.m., 655 W Hwy 105, Monu-
ment. Patty Moore, MNT, presents various health-
related topics. Info: 487-0448. 

•	 Bingo by the American Legion, every Sat., game 
sales start at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m., the Depot 
Restaurant, in Palmer Lake. Proceeds go to scholar-
ships and other community support activities. Info: 
481-8668, www.americanlegiontrilakespost911.com/
bingo.htm.

•	 Outdoor Plein Air Oil Painting Demo, with art 
class afterward, every Sat.-Sun., 3-5  p.m. For plein 
air art fun join Janet Sellers and get free local scene 
coloring pages while she demos at Monument Lake, 
Palmer Lake, and other local scenic spots. RSVP & 
Info: janetsellers10@gmail.com, 387-1890. 

•	 Holy Trinity Anglican Church Sunday Worship, 
every Sun., 8:30 a.m.; teaching & community time 
(preschool-adult), 10 a.m.; family service with chil-
dren’s church, 10:45 a.m. 13990 Gleneagle Dr. Nurs-
ery available all morning. Info: 505-8021, www.
HolyTrinityAnglicanChurch.org.

•	 Tri-Lakes Reformed Church Sunday Worship, ev-
ery Sun., 9:45 a.m., Woodmoor Community Center, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Info: www.trilakes-
reformed.org.

•	 Catriona Cellars Sunday Brunch, every Sun., 
9:30-noon, 243 Washington St., Monument. Lunch 
and dinner Tue.-Sat. 11 a.m.-9 p.m. RSVP & Info: 
481-3477.

•	 Cathedral Rock Church Sunday Service, every 
Sun., 10 a.m., Tri-Lakes YMCA, 17250 Jackson 
Creek Pkwy, Monument. Info: www.cathedralrock-
church.org.

•	 Fuel Church Service, every Sun., Donuts and cof-
fee, 10 a.m.; Main Service, 10:30 a.m.-noon, Lewis-
Palmer Middle School, 1776 Woodmoor Dr., Monu-
ment. Non-denominational. Info: info@fuel.org, 
www.fuelchurch.org.

•	 Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6 p.m. Fam-
ily of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. 
Info: 481-0431.

•	 Yin Yoga Classes with Erica Jacknin, RYT, every 
Mon., 6:30-7:45 p.m., Yoga Pathways Studio, 755 
Hwy 105, West End Center, Suite A (3⁄4 mile west of 
Safeway).  All levels welcome. $14 drop-in. Pre-paid: 
5 for $65, 10 for $110, 20 for $200. Info: (717) 654-
2442, ericajacknin@gmail.com, www.artwithyoga.
com.

•	 Monument Hill Kiwanis Bingo, every Mon., 7:30 
pm, Carefree Bingo, 3440 N. Carefree Circle, Colo. 
Springs. All proceeds benefit those in need in the Tri-
Lakes Community. Info: mark.zeiger@gmail.com.

•	 Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) 
Farmers Market, every Mon. & Wed., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 
156 A) in Colorado Springs. Info: 488-0880, info@
wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org.

•	 Senior Lunches, every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st 
Thu. each month and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Protection District Administration Complex, 
166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine 
at noon. Stay for free bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. 
Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Ne-
alon, 488-3037. 

•	 Transmission Meditation: Group Meditations every 
Mon. & Thu., 7 p.m., in Palmer Lake. The simplest, 
most potent way to serve humanity and help trans-
form our world. Dynamic aid to personal growth. 
Info: 303-494-4462, TransmissionMeditation.org.
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•	 Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI), 
open Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m., daily guided tours at 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. (included in admission). Cost: $8 
adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 
children 3-12, free to children under 3 & museum 
members. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd. 
(I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: 488-0880, info@wmmi.org, 
www.wmmi.org.

•	 HAP Thrift Store, open Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., 790 Suite D, Hwy 105 (between Palmer Lake 
and Monument). Oct. special: 20% off kitchenware, 
cookware, small appliances. Every Saturday: 1/2 
Price Sale on selected items. Every Wednesday, Ev-
ery Month Senior Discounts: 20% off everything for 
62 years or older. All proceeds support Tri-Lakes Se-
nior Programs. If you have furniture to donate, call 
488-3495 for a pickup. Info: www.trilakeshap.org.

•	 Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Coffee, every Tue., 9:30-
11:30 a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. 
Members and non-members are welcome. Seniors, 
come socialize and have coffee and snacks in the 
front lobby. Sign up to bring snacks. Free. Info: 630-
2604, hbrandon@ppymca.org, www.ppymca.org.

•	 Yarny Birds Stitch Group, every Tue., 10 a.m. & 6 
p.m., 790 Hwy 105, #C, Palmer Lake. An open group 
for knitters, crocheters, and fiber arts of any type. 
Classes starting soon. Info: 377-0403, yarnbirdfi-
bers@gmail.com.

•	 Al-anon Meeting: Monument Serenity, every Tue., 
7:30-8:30 p.m., Ascent Church, (formerly the Tri-
Lakes Chapel) 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. 
Info: Kay, 481-9258.

•	 Art at Wisdom Tea House: The Peep Show People 
Exhibiting Extraordinary Paintings by Carol Nay-
lor’s Students, open Tue.-Sat., 8 a.m.-4 p.m., 65 Sec-
ond St., Monument. Info: 481-8822, www.wisdom-
teahouse.com.

•	 Happy Hour at The Villa Palmer Lake, every Tue.-
Sun., 5-6 p.m., 75 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Well cock-
tails $3, Pikes Peak Brewing Co. pint drafts $3.50, 
bottled beers $1 off, glass of wine $2 off, bottles of 
wine $8 off; buy one entrée, receive a second entrée 
of equal or lesser value at half price. RSVP & Info: 
481-2222, www.theVillaPalmerLake.com.

•	 Weekly Meditation at Yoga Pathways, every Wed., 
11:15 a.m.-noon, 755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile west of 
Monument Safeway). Led by Raleigh Dove, Certified 
Yoga Therapist. Info: 481-4137, www.YogaPathways-
Studio.com.

•	 Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., luncheon meeting 
at Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambassador Dr., (off Voy-
ager Blvd in Colorado Springs). Interesting speakers 
and programs; all are welcome. Info: Call Garrett 
Barton, 433-5396, Bill Bristol, 481-3366, www.gle-
neaglesertoma.org.

•	 Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., noon-1 
p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monu-
ment. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP) 
invites area seniors for lunch & activities. Free blood 
pressure screening 1st & 3rd Wed. $3 donation re-
quested. Info: 484-0517.

•	 Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Wednesday Night Fel-
lowship Meal (Free) & Classes, every Wed., 6-7:30 
p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Road, Monument (Corner of 
Beacon Lite & County Line Roads). Info: 488-9613, 
gregsmith@trilakeschurch.org, www.trilakeschurch.
org. 

•	 Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek 
Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258. 

•	 A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family 
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 
481-0431.

•	 Lifting Spirits Adult/Senior Day Service Open 
House, Mon., Oct. 5, 1-4 p.m., 755 Hwy. 105 Unit C, 
Palmer Lake. Caregivers, find out how to make your 
lives easier. Refreshments served. Meets 1st Mon. 
each month. Info: Linda, (303) 579-8114.

•	 Caregivers Support and Brainstorming Open 
House, Tue., Oct. 6, 2-4 p.m., Lifting Spirits Adult 
Day Center, 755 Hwy. 105 Unit C, Palmer Lake. 
Meets 1st and 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Linda, (303) 
579-8114. 

•	 American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Oct. 
6, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose 
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-8668, www.americanle-
giontrilakespost911.com.

•	 Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, Thu., 
Oct. 8, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 

Administration Complex, 166 Second St., Monu-
ment, after the noontime senior lunch. Come for 
lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Prizes! 
Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 
488-3037. 

•	 Bridge, Thu., Oct. 8, 12:30-3:30. Tri-Lakes Senior 
Center located on Lewis-Palmer High School cam-
pus. Walk-ins are welcome. Meets 2nd and 4th Thu. 
each month. Reservation suggested: call Roger and 
Syble, 488-2669. 

•	 Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Oct. 8, 6:30 
p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble 
Beach Way, Monument. New members and visitors 
welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed 
Kinney, 481-2750.

•	 Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Oct. 8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

•	 Palmer Lake needs Volunteers for Weed Removal, 
Sat., Oct. 10 & 24, 8-11 a.m., Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent, Palmer Lake. Bring gloves 
and wear long pants, long sleeves, sturdy shoes, and a 
hat. Meets 2nd & 4th Sat. each month, 8-11 a.m. Info: 
481-2953 (then press 0) or www.townofpalmerlake.
com.

•	 Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Oct. 10, 9 a.m., 
Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. A variety of art programs are of-
fered after the social gathering and business meeting. 
Guests welcome. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: 
487-1329, www.palmerlakeartgroup.com.

•	 El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling 
Collection Facility, Sat., Oct. 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255 
Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 2nd Sat. each 
month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m., accepts 
porcelain fixtures, common recyclable items, house-
hold hazardous waste, various electronics, and TVs 
up to 19-inch diagonal. Accepts documents for shred-
ding, up to two legal paper-sized boxes, from private 
households. Bring a nonperishable food item for Care 
and Share. Info: 520-7878, http://adm.elpasoco.com/
Environmental_Services/Solid_Waste_Management

•	 Alzheimer’s Support Group, Sat., Oct. 10, 10-11:30 
a.m., Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 
2nd Sat. each month. Info: LaVonne Putman, 488-
2557. 

•	 Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Oct. 14, Senior Center lo-
cated across the street from the Tri-Lakes YMCA, on 
the Lewis-Palmer High School campus. A registered 
nurse examines your feet and provides foot care ad-
vice, toenail trimming. Cost: $30 for a 30-min. visit. 
Meets 2nd Wed. and last Fri. each month, by appoint-
ment only. Info & appointments: call the Visiting 
Nurse Association, 577-4448.

•	 Black Forest AARP Potluck Lunch & Meeting, 
Wed., Oct. 14, noon, Black Forest Lutheran Church, 
12455 Black Forest Rd. All ages welcome. Meets 2nd 
Wed. each month. Info: Chuck, 749-9227, or aarp-
chapter1100blackforest.weebly.com.

•	 Tri-Lakes Lions Club, Thu., Oct. 15, 6:30 p.m. so-
cial, 7-8 p.m. meeting, Sundance Mountain Lodge, 
1865 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. 
each month. Info: David Prejean, 434-7031.

•	 Palmer Lake Historical Society: George Washing-
ton, Thu., Oct. 15, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 
28 Valley Crescent. Dave Wallace will bring Wash-
ington to life. This program is free to the public. 
Meets 3rd Thu. each month, 7 p.m. Info: Pat McCar-
thy, 659-1363; www.palmerdividehistory.org.

•	 Tri-Lakes MOMS Club Recruitment Meeting, 
Fri., Oct. 16, 10 a.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Bring your kids for fun, games, 
food, and prizes. Normally meets 1st Fri. each month. 
Info: monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com, https://m.
facebook.com/MonumentMomsClub.

•	 Little Log Kitchen Free Meal, Sat., Oct. 17, noon, 
133 High St., Palmer Lake. Sponsored by Little Log 
Church every 3rd Sat. Info: 481-2409.

•	 Amateur Radio WØTLM (Tri-Lakes Monument 
Radio Association), Mon., Oct. 19, 7 p.m. All am-
ateur radio operators or those interested in becom-
ing amateur radio operators are welcome. Meets 3rd 
Mon. For meeting place and info contact Joyce Witte, 
488-0859, Joycewitte@gmail.com; or visit www.
W0TLM.com. 

•	 Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, 
Mon., Oct. 19. Meets 3rd Mon. each month for sup-
port, information, field trips, and special events. Info: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TLHESGmembers or 

tlhesgmembers-owner@yahoogroups.com. 
•	 Senior Tea, Tue., Oct. 20, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at 

Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the YMCA). 
Come early to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to 
share. Meat dishes and tea provided. Voluntary do-
nations welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Irene C., 484-0517.

•	 Caregivers Support and Brainstorming Open 
House, Tue., Oct. 20, 2-4 p.m., Lifting Spirits Adult 
Day Center, 755 Hwy. 105 Unit C, Palmer Lake. 
Meets 1st and 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Linda, (303) 
579-8114. 

•	 Fibromyalgia Support Group, Tue., Oct. 20, 5 p.m., 
Police Station, 7850 Goddard (1 block off Academy 
on Kelly Johnson near Chapel Hills Mall), Commu-
nity Room just inside main entrance. A DVD will 
play 5-6 p.m.; meeting starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns 
and success stories and talk to a D.O. Learn how you 
can become pain-free. No charge, no products sold. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2230.

•	 Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Oct. 20, 
7 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club 18945 Pebble 
Beach Way, Monument. New members welcome. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Post Commander 
Joe Carlson, jcarlson@vfw7829.org, 488-1902, www.
vfw7829.org.

•	 Ladies Auxiliary to V.F.W. Post 7829, Wed., Oct. 
21, 7 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Peb-
ble Beach Way, Monument. New members welcome. 
If you are a female relative of a veteran who served on 
foreign soil during war or other military action, you 
may be eligible. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
Kathy Carlson, 488-1902, carlsonmkc@aol.com.

•	 Drummers! Wed., Oct. 21, 6:30-8 p.m., Yoga Path-
ways, Suite A, West End Center, 755 Hwy 105, Palm-
er Lake. Free and open to the public. Bring any kind 
of drum or other hand percussion instrument. Begin-
ners welcome! Usually meets 3rd Wed. each month. 
Verify date & time: Char, 488-3138.

•	 Bridge, Thu., Oct. 22, 12:30-3:30. Tri-Lakes Senior 
Center located on Lewis-Palmer High School cam-
pus. Walk-ins are welcome. Meets 2nd and 4th Thu. 
each month. Reservation suggested: call Roger and 
Syble, 488-2669. 

•	 Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Oct. 22, 
6:30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 
Pebble Beach Way, Monument. New members and 
visitors welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. 
Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

•	 Palmer Lake needs Volunteers for Weed Remov-
al, Sat., Oct. 24, 8-11 a.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 
28 Valley Crescent, Palmer Lake. Bring gloves and 
wear long pants, long sleeves, sturdy shoes, and a hat. 
Meets 2nd & 4th Sat. each month, 8-11 a.m. Info: 481-
2953 (then press 0) or www.townofpalmerlake.com.

•	 Senior Social, Wed., Oct. 28, 1-4 p.m., Fellowship 
Hall of the Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 
Black Forest Rd. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
aarpchapter1100blackforest.weebly.com.

•	 Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Oct. 30, Senior Center lo-
cated across the street from the Tri-Lakes YMCA, on 
the Lewis-Palmer High School campus. A registered 
nurse examines your feet and provides foot care ad-
vice, toenail trimming. Cost: $30 for a 30-min. visit. 
Meets 2nd Wed. and last Fri. each month, by appoint-
ment only. Info & appointments: call the Visiting 
Nurse Association, 577-4448.

•	 Lifting Spirits Adult/Senior Day Service Open 
House, Mon., Nov. 2, 1-4 p.m., 755 Hwy. 105 Unit C, 
Palmer Lake. Caregivers, find out how to make your 
lives easier. Refreshments served. Meets 1st Mon. 
each month. Info: Linda, (303) 579-8114.

•	 Caregivers Support and Brainstorming Open 
House, Tue., Nov. 3, 2-4 p.m., Lifting Spirits Adult 
Day Center, 755 Hwy. 105 Unit C, Palmer Lake. 
Meets 1st and 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Linda, (303) 
579-8114. 

•	 Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch & Meeting, Thu., Nov. 5, 11:30 a.m., Tri-
Lakes Fire Department Administrative Building, 166 
Second St., Monument. Meets 1st Thu. each month 
except Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or closed due 
to bad weather. Newcomers welcome. For a ride to 
the meeting, call Faye Brenneman, 488-0076. RSVP 
& info: Irene Walters, 481-1188, or Bev Wells, 488-
3327. 

•	 Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Nov. 5, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: pdq504@gmail.com.

•	 Tri-Lakes MOMS Club Monthly Meeting, Fri., 
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Nov. 6, 10 a.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets 1st Fri. each month. Info: 
monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com,  https://m.face-
book.com/MonumentMomsClub.

•	 Lupus Support Group. If you suffer with an autoim-
mune disease and want to connect with others, you 
are welcome to join this group. Info: dmbandle@ho-
tmail.com.

•	 Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado Sup-
port Group. Location varies. For information, call 
Carolyn, 488-3620, www.4-mga.org, 303-360-7080, 
4mga@4-mga.org. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
•	 Palmer Lake Art Group 42nd Christmas Arts & 

Crafts Fair, Fri.-Sun., Oct. 2-4, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Fri.-
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sun., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 
28 Valley Crescent, Palmer Lake. Featuring all origi-
nal fine arts and hand-crafted items. Proceeds go to 
art scholarships for D-38 high school students. Info: 
Plaginfo@palmerlakeartgroup.com, www.palmer-
lakeartgroup.com.

•	 Haunted Mines at the Western Museum of Mining 
& Industry (WMMI), Fri.-Sat., through Oct. 31, 7 
p.m., 225 North Gate Blvd., (I-25 Exit 156A). Open 
Thursdays also, beginning Oct. 15. Don’t miss this 
terrifying adventure. All proceeds go to WMMI and 
local charities. Info: 487-1666, info@hauntedmines.
org, www.hauntedmines.org.

•	 The Open Door Books and Gifts Class: Learn to be-
come a Psychic Medium. Taught by world renowned 
psychic medium Sarina Baptista. Info on this and 
other classes: 251 Front Street, Suite 8, Monument; 
487-9076.

•	 Community Meeting on the New Santa Fe Re-
gional Trail, Mon., Oct. 5, 6 p.m., Academy Inter-
national Elementary School, 8550 Charity Dr., Colo. 
Springs. El Paso County Parks is hosting the meeting 
to discuss public use of the trail through the Air Force 
Academy. Info: 520-7529.

•	 Monument Hill Kiwanis Empty Bowls Dinner & 
Silent Auction, Wed., Oct. 7, 5-7:30 p.m., Lewis-
Palmer High School, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument. 
This popular event is a major fundraiser for Tri-
Lakes Cares. Ticket purchase includes dinner of 
soup, bread, beverage, & dessert; a handmade bowl 
donated by local artists; entry into drawing for 7” 
8GB HD Kindle Fire. Cost: $20, one child under 12 
free with each adult ticket purchased. Info: RF Smith, 
rff106k@gmail.com, 719-210-4987.

•	 D-38 Candidate Forum, Thu., Oct. 8, 6:30 p.m., 
Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. 
Moderated by State Rep. Paul Lundeen. Q & A. 
Sponsored by Liberty Education Action Fund. Info: 
Leafonline.org.

•	 Bella Art & Frame Miniature Fine Art Show 
Opening Reception, Fri., Oct. 9, 6-9 p.m., 183 
Washington St., Monument. Show will be judged; 
cash awards for 1st, 2nd, 3rd place. Info: 487-7691, 
www.bellaartandframe.com.

•	 Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Bill Hearne, Fri., Oct. 9, 7-9 p.m., doors open at 
6:30 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Cost: $10 general, 
$5 BRAS members, $5 nonmember students with ID. 
Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, jrmtn@comcast.net, www.
blackroseacoustic.org.

•	 Reynolds Ranch Harvest Festival, Sat.-Sun., Oct. 
10-11, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Western Museum of Mining 
& Industry, 225 Northgate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156A). 
Pumpkin patch, apple cider press, hayrides, face 
painting, farmers market, food vendors, children’s 
activities and demos, “Spooky Histories,” and enter-
tainment. Cost: $5 aged 13 and older. Info: 488-0880, 
info@wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org.

•	 2015 Annual Pheasants Forever Youth Outdoor 
Days, Sun., Oct. 11, 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Bear-
point Kennel/Haystack Ranch, 8305 S. Perry Park 
Rd., Larkspur. Kids ages 10-15 will experience trap 
shooting, fishing, archery, & more. Register at www.
pikespeakpheasantsforever.org.

•	 Inaugural Palmer Lake .5K Run, Sun., Oct. 11, 
9:30 a.m.-noon, official shotgun start 10:30 a.m. , 
Palmer Lake. Start line is the northern “Welcome to 
Palmer Lake” sign on the west side of the tracks. Fin-
ish line is at O’Malley’s Pub. Prizes for best, most 
original Bronco outfit or anything else you can think 
of; be creative! Donut station at halfway point. Cost: 
$25, includes unique shirt and refreshments. Regis-
tration & Info: info@awakepalmerlake.org.

•	 D-38 School Board Candidate Forum, Wed, Oct. 
14, 6:30-9 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Sponsored by the D-38 District Account-
ability Advisory Committee. Info: 488-4700, www.
lewispalmer.org.

•	 Joshua Davis of “The Voice” Live at Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts (TLCA), Thu., Oct. 15, 7 p.m., 
doors open 6 p.m., 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Ad-
vance tickets: TLCA Members $20, Non-members 
$25. Day of show: TLCA Members $25, Non-mem-
bers $30. Tickets & Info: www.trilakesarts.org, 481-
0475.

•	 Buffalo Grass Acoustic Society Open Stage featur-
ing Barry Ward, E Bar C, and Jory Lane, Fri., Oct. 
16, Show starts at 7 p.m., free jam session starts at 
5:30 p.m., Cowboy Church of Peyton, 15504 Brad-
shaw Rd., Peyton. Cost: Adults, $5; Members, $3; 
Kids under 16 free. Info: 495-0733, info@buffalo-
grassacoustic.org, www.buffalograssacoustic.org.

•	 Pumpkin Patch at Peak Ranch’s Alpaca Boutique, 
Sat., Oct. 17, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., 19850 Beacon Lite, 
Monument. While they last, pick your pumpkins in 
Paco Pastures. Cost: $4. Free tours and treats. Op-
tional food donations accepted for Tri-Lakes Cares. 
Info: www.peakranchalpacas.com/events.

•	 Wine & Roses 2015, Fri., Oct. 23, 6-9 p.m., ProRo-
deo Hall of Fame, 101 Pro Rodeo Dr., Colo. Springs. 
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club presents an evening of fine 
wines, beers, and spirits with celebrity servers, lo-
cal chefs, silent auction, raffle. Dressy western attire 
optional. Cost: $50 in advance, $55 door. Proceeds 
benefit local non-profits, first responders, and edu-
cational and service organizations in the Tri-Lakes 
area. Tickets & Info: www.tlwc.net.

•	 Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Steve Smith &Tim May, Fri., Oct. 23, 7-9 p.m., 
doors open at 6:30 p.m., Black Forest Community 
Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. Cost: 
$10 general, $5 BRAS members, $5 nonmember stu-
dents with ID. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, jrmtn@com-
cast.net, www.blackroseacoustic.org.

•	 Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Fire 
Station Tour, Wed., Oct. 28, time to be determined. 
Info: Jennifer Martin, 484-0911, www.tlmfire.org.

•	 Kings Deer Handmade Art Show, Fri.-Sat., Oct. 
30-31, 12-5 p.m. Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sat., King’s Deer 
Golf Course, 19255 Royal Troon Dr, Monument. 
Original fine arts and handcrafted items from local 
artists. Info: 481-4812, kingsdeer@comcast.net.

•	 Creepy Crawl 5 K & 1-mile Kids’ Run, Sat., Oct. 
31, 5K begins 9:30 a.m., 1-mile free Kids Run be-
gins 10:30 a.m., Santa Fe Trail in Palmer Lake. Put 
on your costumes and join this Halloween tradition. 
Registration & Info: www.ppymca.org/raceseries.

•	 Country Critters Uptown Grand Opening, Sat., 
Oct. 31, noon-4 p.m.,  615 Beacon Lite Rd., Monu-
ment. Drawings, door prizes, and hot dogs. Learn 
about all the great things for your pets. Info: 481-
0220.  

•	 Downtown Monument Safe Trick or Treat, Sat., 
Oct. 31, 4-6 p.m. Bring the kids downtown for a 
night of safe trick-or-treating as Monument mer-
chants provide treats, activities and show-off their 
creative costumes. The Monument Police will patrol 
the streets for the children’s safety. Info: www.monu-
mentmerchants.com/events.htm.

•	 Downtown Monument Holiday Open House, Fri.-
Sat., Nov. 6-7. Catch the holiday spirit with special 
promotions, refreshments, holiday decorations, and 
door prizes. Info: www.monumentmerchants.com.

•	 Pine Creek Bazaar & Silent Auction, Sat., Nov. 7, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m., 10750 Thunder Mountain Rd., Colo. 
Springs. The annual holiday craft bazaar benefits the 
Pine Creek High School Instrumental Music Pro-
gram. Grandma’s Kitchen opens 11 a.m. Info: www.
pcbandboosters.com/bazaar.html.

•	 St. Peter Holiday Boutique, Sat., Nov. 14, 9 a.m.-3 
p.m., 124 First St., Monument. Info: 481-1855, www.
petertherock.org.

•	 Stars Alive: An Evening with the Legends at Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA), Fri., Nov. 20, 
7 p.m., doors open 6:30 p.m., 304 Hwy 105, Palmer 
Lake. Live performances with tribute artists perform-
ing the music of the legendary stars they imperson-
ate: Patsy Cline, Roy Orbison, Marilyn Monroe, and 
Elvis. Advance tickets: TLCA Members $16, Non-
members $20. Day of show:TLCA Members $20, 
Non-members $24. Tickets & Info: www.trilakesarts.
org, 481-0475.

•	 Rocky Mountain Music Alliance (RMMA) Con-

cert: Concerto Night, Sat., Nov. 21, 7 p.m., Tri-
Lakes United Methodist Church, 20256 Hunting 
Downs Way, Monument. Grieg and Rachmaninov 
2nd  Piano Concertos. Reception follows concert. 
Cost: $10 online, $12 at door. Tickets & Info: rmma-
online.org.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-
able basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by lo-
cal governmental entities and not-for-profit organizations. 
We include events that are open to the general public and 
are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is 
available, complimentary calendar listings are included, 
when requested, for events advertised in the current issue. 
To have your event listed at no charge in Our Community 
Calendar, please call (719) 339-7831 or send the informa-
tion to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, Monument, 
Colorado 80132.

Our Community News is printed by Signature Offset 
in Colorado Springs using post-consumer waste 

recycled paper and soy bean-based  
water-soluable inks.  

For more information, visit  
www.definingsustainableprinting.com.

Please recycle.

Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor 
on topics of general interest. We do not knowingly 
print letters that have previously appeared in sub-
stantially the same form elsewhere, and our editorial 
board limits each letter writer to a maximum of six 
letters per calendar year to ensure that OCN contains 
a variety of viewpoints. To submit a letter, please:
•	 Identify your submission as a letter to the editor.
•	 Include a suggested headline or title.
•	 Limit letters to 300 words or less.
•	 Include your full name, home address, and day 

and evening phone numbers.
•	 Email your letter to editor@ocn.me or mail it to 

P.O. Box 1742, Monument, CO 80132-1742.
•	 Send your letter at least 10 days before the “first 

Saturday of the month” when the paper is print-
ed.

If you have not received an acknowledgement of your 
letter, call Lisa Hatfield, Managing Editor, at (719) 
339-7831. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, 
and accuracy.
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ALL Types of Tree Trimming and Tree Removal 
• Wild Fire Mitigation 

• Timber Management   • Forestry 

• Stump Grinding   • Chipping 

• Tree Removal   • Tree Trimming 

• Scruboak Pruning and Removal 

• Young Tree Structural Pruning 

• Dead or Hazardous Tree Removal 

• Storm Damage Clean Up 

• Land and Lot Clearing 
 

488-1818 
www.atreeman.com   

FREE estimates 
Military or Senior 

Discounts 

Residing in the area  
for over 30 years. 

Fully licensed and insured. 

This little piggy had toenail fungus. 
 
This little piggy 
had none. 
 
This little piggy 
had laser. 
 
This little piggy 
wishes he had 
some. 

 

Pamper your piggies and kill the pathogens that 
cause fungus. Call for a FREE consultation. 

 
Mention this ad, get one laser treatment for two 

toes for only $99 or three treatments for all 10 toes 
for only $399 (reg. $900)! Offer valid through 10/31/15. 

 

(719) 487-SKIN (7546)  
 

For Men and Women.  
550 Hwy 105, Monument.  

Next to Safeway 
Gift Certificates Available 

www.spamedicausa.com 

Get Laser! 
Sale $99 and up!* 

Paula Brady, L.E., C.L.S.  
Elba D’Asaro, RN 

719-487-SKIN (7546) 
550 Hwy 105 in Monument 

In Medical Center  
next to Safeway 

spamedicausa.com 
Dennis Kotelko, M.D. Medical Director 

 

Gift Certificates Available 
*Offers good through Oct. 31, 2015. 

SKIN & LASER Medical Spa 

Where Science meets Beauty 
FREE NO OBLIGATION 

CONSULTATION  
 

Got Spots? 
 Sun Damage? 
Spider Veins? 

Get Botox! 
$10.50 per unit*  

 
 
 

Got wrinkles? 

With any Juvederm, Restylane, 
or Botox treatment:  

Get a FREE $50 Red light  
anti-aging treatment!* 
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