
By Michael Justice
Mayor Rafael Dominguez recognized 
and thanked past board members Stan 
Gingrich and Betty Konarski, both of 
whom were in attendance at the Jan. 20 
Monument Board of Trustees meeting. 
Representatives from Palmer Lake and 
Monument voiced their opinions about the 
water rights battle between the two towns. 
The trustees clarified a mill levy document 
regarding Lake of the Rockies Metropoli-
tan District. Trustee John Howe also gave 
a shout-out to the Lewis-Palmer High 
School band students who were selected 
for the All-State Band group.

Trustees Becki Tooley and Kelly El-
liot were absent.

Public comments on 
Palmer Lake

Dominguez opened the meeting for pub-
lic comments regarding the Palmer Lake 
water rights debate with the Town of 
Monument. He allowed a three-minute 
time constraint based on the standing-

room-only attendance. Comments lasted 
for about one hour.

Community and Tradition—the com-
mon cry voiced by the citizens who spoke 
out of concern for Palmer Lake. Eighteen 
local residents commented in favor of 
filling Palmer Lake, while one citizen op-
posed filling the lake if it interfered with 
the area’ s drinking water. 

Commentary included emphasis on 
the relationship between Palmer Lake and 
Monument residents and their equal en-
joyment of the lake for fishing, festivities, 
and fireworks. Many shared childhood 
memories of Palmer Lake. They expressed 
a desire to see Palmer Lake restored as a 
means of teaching the young community 
the importance of preserving a natural re-
source and providing an area for family 
recreation. 

After one citizen asked for the le-
gal facts in the situation, Town Attorney 
Gary Shupp provided clarification and 

By Kate Wetterer
Vision Development Inc. sent Rick 
Blevins to represent its interests at the 
Jan. 14 Monument Planning Commis-
sion meeting, advocating approval of a 6th 
Amendment to the Regency Park Devel-
opment and Zoning Plan between Leather 
Chaps Drive, Jackson Creek Parkway, and 
Higby Road. Unlike the currently zoned 
5th Amendment, this proposal would keep 
Higby Road in its current location and 
right-of-way, consolidate commercial and 
multi-family parcels along Jackson Creek 
Parkway, and have slightly less overall 

density than what is currently zoned but 
would change current PRD-2 areas on the 
east side to PRD-4.

The zone change would change the 
distribution of housing density on the 
land, as the currently zoned PRD-2 lots are 
not selling, Blevins said. This amendment 
impacts about 253 acres of Regency Park. 
Homes and lots would follow a pattern 
of increasing size, beginning with apart-
ments at the west and north and steadily 
climbing the hill to very posh housing 
developments at the top. 

See pages 28-31 for details of these 
and many other local events.

HAP-py Feet Foot Care Clinic, Wed., 
Feb. 11

Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
(WMMI) Heritage Lecture and Ex-
hibit Opening, Thu., Feb. 12, 6:00 
p.m.

WireWood Station Americana Sweetheart 
Dance Valentines Concert, Fri., Feb. 
13, 7 p.m.

9th Annual Free Chess Tournament, Sat., 
Feb. 14, 8:30 a.m. 

El Paso County Hazardous Materials & 
Recycling Collection Facility, Sat., 
Feb., 14, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Palmer Lake Art Group Valentine Art 
Show & Sale, Sat., Feb. 14, 10 a.m.

On Ensemble, a Taiko Society event, Sun., 
Feb. 15, 3 p.m.

Drummers! Mon., Feb. 16, 6:30 p.m.
Amateur Radio W0TLM (Tri-Lakes Mon-

ument Fire Radio Association), Mon., 
Feb. 16, 7 p.m.

Senior Tea, Tue., Feb. 17, 1-3 p.m.
College Information Night, Tue., Feb. 17, 

5:30 p.m. 
AARP Smart Driver Course, Wed., Feb. 

18, 12:30-4:45 p.m. 
Palmer Lake Historical Society: The Battle 

of New Market, Thu., Feb. 19, 7 p.m
Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & 

Crafters, Fri. 20, 3:30 p.m.
Western Museum of Mining & industry 

(WMMI): PUBLISH! Sat., Feb. 21, 
9:00 a.m.

HAP-py Feet Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Feb. 
27

Monument Hill Farmers Market Winter 
Market, Sat., Feb. 28, 9 a.m.  

Rocky Mountain Music Association Con-
cert: Mana Saxophone Quartet, Sun., 
March 1, 3 p.m.

 �
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Monument Board of Trustees, Jan. 20 

Monument and Palmer Lake in 
dispute over water rights

This non-paid position involves about 45 
hours per month with lots of emailing and 
phone calls with local businesses to final-
ize ad graphics and costs. Experience 
with Excel would be a plus. Training is 
available. Please contact Lisa  Hatfield at 
339-7831 or editor@ocn.me if you’d like 
to become one of our enthusiastic and 
committed OCN volunteers! �

Above: The Monument Town Hall board room was filled to capacity with citizens 
on the night when many of them spoke to the Monument Town Council about 
the pending water rights dispute with the Town of Palmer Lake. The two OCN 
reporters sat behind the trustees to make room in the audience for more people 
to sit down. Photo by Lisa Hatfield. See page 27 for additional photos from this 
meeting. 

(Continued on page 2)

Palmer Lake Town Council,  
Jan. 22

Trustee 
resigns; Inn at 
Palmer Divide 

to become 
addiction 

recovery center

Monument Planning Commission, Jan. 14

Jackson Creek zoning changes 
approved despite public concerns

(Continued on page 3)

By James Howald
At the Jan. 22 meeting, the Palmer Lake 
Town Council heard the resignation of 
Finance Trustee Jennifer Martin, granted 
two new business licenses, heard a report 
about water damage to the Vaile House, 
approved a contract with Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Protection District to get 
ambulance service on a per-call basis, 
and got an update on the Awake the Lake 
project. 

Trustee Jennifer Martin 
resigns from council 

Economic Development Trustee Trisha 
Flake read a brief letter of resignation to 
the council on behalf of Finance Trustee 
Martin. The letter said: “To the Palmer 
Lake Town Council and residents: It is 
with great regret that I must resign my 
position due to an unforeseeable event in 
which my family must remain my number 
one priority. Thanks for this opportunity.” 
Parks and Recreation Trustee Cindy Allen 
thanked Trustee Martin for her service 
and pointed out she had accomplished a 
lot during her time on the council.

New business license approved 
for Recovery Village at 

Palmer Lake
Stewart Gold, the legal officer for Recov-
ery Village, and Alice Walsh, an execu-
tive in charge of business development 
and marketing for the company, presented 
the plan for their business to the council. 
They were introduced by Al Fritz, the 
owner of the Inn at Palmer Divide and 
MoZaic Restaurant. Recovery Village 
at Palmer Lake will convert the Inn at 
Palmer Divide, at 443 S. Highway 105, 
to a treatment center for patients 18 years 
and older with substance abuse, addic-
tions and eating disorders, who will reside 
at the center for an average of 30 days. 

(Continued on page 4)

OCN needs 
volunteer ad 
coordinator
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reminded local residents that Monument 
did not pursue the lawsuit, but the State of 
Colorado filed the lawsuit based on water 
rights. He reminded the room that during 
litigation, particulars of the case cannot be 
discussed. 

Tom Tharnish, Public Works director, 
reported that based on current river-time 
calculations, for each 67-acre feet of water 
allocated to Palmer Lake, Monument Lake 
would drop by about two feet and that pri-
mary concerns focus on the detriment to 
Monument Lake or Monument Creek.

Palmer Lake business owner Jeff 
Hulsmann referred to the past water rights 
of the area and said Palmer Lake used to 
receive 140 acre-feet of water. 

Dominguez thanked all attendees for 
their concern and voiced his respect for all 
shared comments. He asked for patience as 
the whole community continued to negoti-
ate and come to a resolution. He reminded 
all present that the legal issue concerned 

water rights and that neither Monument 
nor Palmer Lake residents wish to hurt 
Palmer Lake. Both are facing “ Awake 
the Lake”  issues as a shared community 
concern.

CDOT—Bustang’ s mission
Michael Timlin, project manager for 
Bustang, reported that 13 motor coaches 
in connection with Horizon Coach Lines 
have been approved for use to provide 
transportation between Colorado Springs 
and Denver. The route will connect those 
who wish to shop or use medical facilities 
in Denver, eventually possibly expanding 
to Fort Collins, Glenwood Springs, and 
Pueblo in an interregional express bus 
system. The service is expected to begin in 
the spring. Monument riders will be able 
to catch a bus at the Monument Park-n-
Ride for a daily fee, with reduced fees for 
frequent riders. Routes for Bustang will be 
marked with large hoofprints “ as if a gi-
ant purple mustang”  has passed through, 

reported Timlin. 
The coaches will have room for bi-

cycles and be equipped for handicapped 
riders and for the hearing and sight im-
paired. Featuring free wifi and restroom 
facilities, the bus line hopes for a VIP 
maiden voyage sometime in March of 
this year. For more information contact 
www.ridebustang.com. 

Lake of the Rockies 
mill levy clarified

The trustees voted on a clarification of the 
service plan amendment for Lake of the 
Rockies Metropolitan District, a metro 
district around Monument Lake with a 
southern boundary of Mount Herman 
Road and northern boundary of Monu-
ment Lake Road. The district has a sepa-
rate mill levy from the town. The trustees 
did not vote on the mill levy, which had 
already been decided. 

After board members requested more 
information on the history of the service 
plan, attorney MaryAnn McGeady of 
McGeady Sisneros P.C. clarified answers 
in a lengthy legal and financial discus-
sion. The service plan featured some 
inconsistencies within the document, 
which made the original document con-
fusing. The board wanted to be sure new 
property owners in Lake of the Rockies 
had the correct property tax figures in the 
service plan agreement for use in calculat-
ing mortgage payments. The allowance for 
a maximum of 50 mills subject to the Gal-
lagher Amendment for each of the 156 lots 
in Lake of the Rockies had already been 
voted on in 2010.

The discussion verified that 35 mills 
are allotted to the infrastructure of The 
Lake of the Rockies, while 15 mills will go 
toward maintenance and improvements in 
the subdivision and will be performed by 
the homeowners association (HOA) and 
the district, not the town. Any other costs 
incurred beyond the 50 mills will be the 
responsibility of the developer or provided 
by the HOA fees.

The amendment also included autho-
rization for the district to provide park 
and recreation facilities and services and 
covenant enforcement and design review 
services.

The mill levy/service plan issue was a 
public hearing, and no comments were of-
fered. The board unanimously voted to ap-
prove the amendment to the service plan.

Chamber of Commerce 
to lease Old Town Hall

A resolution approving a lease for the Old 

Town Hall between the Town of Monument 
and Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce was 
unanimously approved by the trustees. 
The Chamber will maintain the building 
and be ready to move in by the end of 
January, paying $1 per year for the lease. 
The new location will provide a logical 
place in which to learn about the Town of 
Monument, Town Manager Pamela Smith 
said. Those who wish to use the meeting 
room for community events can contact 
the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce for 
more information. 

Reports and updates
Town Manager Pamela Smith reported on 
the town budget and November financials. 
The board unanimously approved both.

The meeting adjourned at 9:40.
**********

The next Board of Trustees meeting will 
be held at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 17 at 
Town Hall, 845 Beacon Lite Road. Meet-
ings are usually held the first and third 
Mondays of each month. Check http://m
onumenttownco.minutesondemand.com/ 
to see future meeting agendas and packets. 
Information: 884-8017.

Michael Justice can be reached at 
michaeljustice@ocn.me.

See page 27 for additional photos from 
this meeting.

Above: At the Jan. 20 Monument 
Board of Trustees meeting, Mayor 
Rafael Dominguez honored Betty 
Konarski for her long history in serving 
our community. She was mayor of 
Monument and served on Arkansas 
River Water Authority and Pikes Peak 
Regional Water Authority. She will 
continue to serve the community as a 
member of Tri-Lakes Views. Photo by 
Lisa Hatfield.

Support Our Community.
Shop Tri-Lakes!
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The meeting was packed, 
with almost all available chairs 
claimed by concerned citizens. 
Many expressed worries about 
the rezoning proposals, con-
cerns having largely to do with 
decreases in property val-
ues in Remington Hill and 
South Woodmoor, a loss of 
Monument’s “small town” 
atmosphere, unsteady and 
changeable traffic plans as-
sociated with new building 
projects, and potential water 
shortages. 

Some citizens noted that 
property values are prone to 
decline when less expensive 
houses are built next to 
pricy ones, and that when 
they purchased their homes 
they had been referred to the 
current comprehensive plan 
for Monument to anticipate 
future use of the vacant land 
next door. These citizens 
believe that agreed-to terms 
were being altered on them, 
and protested that it was a 
risk investing in expensive 
houses, hoping to start lives 
in Monument, which they 
may not have agreed to had 
they known how the land 
could develop if zoning 
were changed. They believe 
zoning changes threaten the 
atmospheres they invested in 
by purchasing these homes, 
making everything in the area 
zone PRD-4 or higher.

It was also noted by 
residents that the wording in 
the proposal was a bit vague, 
discussing the potential of 
altered roads and traffic ar-
rangements that could be 
made more concrete in order 

to foster trust and ensure any 
developments have as little nega-
tive impact on the community as 
possible. In particular, a citizen 
hoped that the developer would 
be required to pay to accom-
modate for increased traffic flow 
along Higby Road, as it is already 

overrun and plagued by the likes 
of blind turns and hills that hide 
oncoming cars. 

Concern was also noted 
for the Preble’s Meadow Jump-
ing mouse habitats affected in 
this rezoning. Blevins assured 
the crowd that the plans did not 

Furniture Painting Workshops  §  European Home Decor
Custom Window Coverings  §  Artisan Jewelry  §  Unique Home Accessories

(719) 265-9921
www.ShadesofAmber.net

125 Second St., Monument, CO
Tue.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-3

Celebrating our 15 year 
Anniversary!

 Mon. PC (Cont. from page 1)
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Few changes will be made to the existing buildings. The 
patients will be at the center voluntarily, and not under any 
court order. The center will accommodate between 50 and 
60 patients, with a staff of 16 to 18 employees. Patients 
typically do not leave the facility during their stay. 

The center will be licensed by the Colorado Depart-

ment of Occupational and Behavioral Health, and will be 
a for-profit business. Recovery Village operates a similar 
facility in Umatilla, Fla., for 80 patients. The Palmer Lake 
Planning Commission unanimously approved Recovery 
Village’s request in an earlier meeting. 

The council voted unanimously to approve a new 
business license for Recovery Village at Palmer Lake, 
leaving open the possibility of adding a bed tax at a later 
time to make up for the tax revenue lost due to the closing 
of the hotel and restaurant.

New business license approved 
for Bach Crawlers

Pete and Misty Bach requested a new business license for 
Bach Crawlers, which will be located at 780 Highway 105. 
Bach Crawlers is a retail and service business focused on 
Jeeps, 4-by-4s, and other off-road vehicles that has been 
located in Monument at Monument Village Square for the 
last three years. Their current location is not large enough 
for their business. The council voted unanimously to ap-
prove a new business license for Bach Crawlers.

Vaile House now has water damage
Mayor Nikki McDonald gave the council an update of the 
status of the Vaile House, which the town is trying to sell. 
Due to a pipe break, the house has water damage that is 

interfere with what had been approved for the land, and 
accommodations were being made to ensure the comfort 
of Preble’s mouse communities, including planting bushes 

and providing leaves. As for questions about whether 
the current schools would be able to support an influx of 
students, Cheryl Wangeman, Assistant Superintendent of 
Operations of Lewis Palmer School District, said there is 
a plot along Higby for another school, should the need 
arise.

Commissioner David Gwisdalla motioned to re-
evaluate zonings and resume discussions at the next 
meeting, on Feb. 11. His motion was seconded by Missy 
Wood, but failed, 4-2 against. John Dick then motioned 
for approval of Amendment 6, but that came to a 3-3 tie, 
with Gwisdalla, Wood, and Kathy Spence voting against, 
so it failed. Finally, Spence moved for approval of the 6th 
Amendment with conditions, namely that the eastern part 
of the amendment be split between PRD-4 and PRD-2, to 

retain some of the original housing structure buyers had 
expected. This motion passed, 5-1, with Gwisdalla voting 
against the proposal. He reasoned that there “had to be” a 
better compromise that would provide for more variety in 
the area.

This amendment was scheduled to be heard at Monu-
ment Board of Trustees Feb. 3.

*********
The next Monument Planning Commission meet-

ing will be at 6:30 p.m. on Feb. 11 at 645 Beacon Lite 
Rd. Meetings are normally held on the second Wednes-
day of the month. Information: 884-8017 or http:
//www.townofmonument.org/meetings/

Kate Wetterer can be reached at katewetterer@ocn.me.

Quality Home Child Care 
Infant, Toddler, Preschool Program 

Full-time and part-time, before and 
after school, nights and weekends 

available, Immediate openings ages 0-6
My childcare offers everything I would 
want for my child�stories, songs, art, 
fun indoor and outdoor activities. I will 
give your child the best care possible.

Call Carmen at 488-6561 or 344-3132
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 Palmer Lake TC (Continued from page 1)

SNOW PLOWING
Licensed and Insured

(719) 488-8634 
(719) 650-7252 
(719) 568-2957

Possehl Music Studio 

Christie Possehl 
(719) 651-2220 
poohstrings@msn.com
http://just4strings.webs.com 

Experienced Music Teacher and Violinist 
Teaching private violin, viola, cello, 

bass, and piano lessons in  
Monument, Colorado 
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estimated to require repairs costing $4,000 to $6,000; the 
town has not insured the house. 

McDonald suggested that a shower be added when 
the water damage is repaired, since the lack of a shower is 
making the house more difficult to sell. The estimate she 
gave includes the cost of adding a shower. 

The cost of the needed repairs does not include in-
spection of the property for mold damage and remediation 
of any mold damage found. Agreeing that mold problems 
could already be present, the council voted unanimously 
to authorize expenditure of up to $2,000 to investigate 
mold at the Vaile House, and took no action on the water 
damage or shower addition.

Palmer Lake contracts with Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Protection District 

Mayor McDonald announced that earlier in January Palm-
er Lake had come to an agreement with Tri-Lakes Monu-
ment Fire Protection District (TLMFPD) to pay $500 each 
time a TLMFPD ambulance is dispatched to Palmer Lake. 
AMR will also play a role in some emergency calls; how-
ever, the nearest AMR ambulance is housed at the Donald 
Westcott Fire Protection District’s Station 1 on Gleneagle 
Drive, and would take about 10 minutes longer to reach 
the scene of the emergency than an ambulance dispatched 
by TLMFPD. 

Under the new agreement, El Paso County Dispatch 
will answer all 911 calls and will send the calls on to both 
the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department (PLVFD) and 
AMR. PLVFD staff will arrive at the scene of the emer-
gency and determine if the call requires Advanced Life 
Support (ALS). If so, PLVFD will call TLMFPD to send 
an ambulance. The decision to engage TLMFPD remains 
with PLVFD. 

Previous to this agreement, Palmer Lake had been 
faced with an annual assessment from TLMFPD of 
$75,000 for ambulance service. According to Fire Trustee 
Rich Kuehster, based on the number of calls that require 
ALS, it will be less expensive to pay the per-call charge 
than to contract for an entire year’s support at $75,000. 
The agreement with TLMFPD ensures that TLMFPD will 
be reimbursed for all the ambulances they dispatch. Kue-
hster said that in 2014 PLVFD made 147 calls to TLM-
FPD, of which only 55 were reimbursed. 

The town’s lawyer, Larry Gaddis, pointed out that the 
contract with TLMFPD has a 90-day termination clause, 
and that the council needed to vote to ratify the contract. 
The council voted unanimously to approve the contract 
with TLMFPD to provide ambulance service for $500 per 
ALS call.

Palmer Lake water dispute
Jeff Hulsmann, owner of O’Malley’s Steak Pub, gave the 
council an update on the status of the Awake the Lake 
project. According to Hulsmann, non-native sediment has 
been removed from the lake, and it is ready to be filled 
with water. The sediment was removed on a time-and-ma-
terials basis by a company that already had the equipment 
in Monument; the same company also did preparations for 
a pedestrian bridge and a parking area on the west side of 
the lake for a total of $80,000. The Lake Committee has 
raised about $60,000 but has spent $90,000, and is look-
ing 30 people who will act as Patrons of Palmer Lake by 
donating $500 each to the project. 

Hulsmann also gave his assessment on Palmer Lake’s 
effort to convert an industrial water right to municipal use. 
Hulsmann believes that Palmer Lake has the oldest right to 
water from Monument Creek, and will ultimately prevail 
if the case goes to water court. According to Hulsmann, 
several claimants to the water initially objected to the 
change in use requested by Palmer Lake, but now Monu-
ment is the only claimant that has not agreed to Palmer 
Lake’s legal case. Hulsmann pointed out that most water 
cases settle out of court due to the expense of a trial in wa-
ter court. Attorneys for both Palmer Lake and Monument 
are currently negotiating this issue.

Mayor McDonald provided some of the history be-
hind this dispute. According to McDonald, the water case 
was not brought on only by the desire to fill the lake, but 
by the town’s water attorney’s assessment of the purchase 

Palmer Lake made from the railroad. The railroad origi-
nally acquired the water to fill steam engines. In 1958, 
Palmer Lake leased the water from the railroad, and 
eventually purchased the water. The water was used to fill 
Palmer Lake in years when water levels were relatively 
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high. In 2002, the state of Colorado told the town it could 
no longer divert water to fill the lake. The town never con-
verted the industrial water right to a municipal right, and 
that is what the current case seeks to do. 

According to Hulsmann, Palmer Lake needs to pur-

sue its case simply because water is much more expensive 
now than previously, and the town would be able to sell 
any water it does not use for its own municipal purposes. 
He believes the town would have approximately 50 acre-
feet of water available for other uses after the needs of the 
lake are met. Hulsmann stated that the Town of Monu-
ment believes that Palmer Lake abandoned its right to the 
water in 1958. 

Hulsmann also answered questions from the council 
concerning the development of the west side of the lake 
and the grant proposal made to Great Outdoors Colorado 
(GOCO). The questions were submitted by the council 
to Hulsmann because the town is required by GOCO to 
sign off on the grant, and in fact the town will receive the 
money from the grant. Hulsmann provided the council 
with copies of the project’s budget. He directed people 
to the project’s website at www.awakepalmerlake.org 
for additional details. He pointed out that Awake Palmer 
Lake is a 501c3 non-profit organization, and its finances 
are transparent. He invited the audience to make an ap-
pointment with the organization’s treasurer to review the 
groups’ finances. 

According to Hulsmann, partner funding of the orga-
nization is $67,300; this amount includes $30,000 in cash 
and a pledge of $10,000 from the Palmer Lake restaurant 
group, with the remainder being in-kind donations of ser-

vices, primarily from architect Bill Fisher. The grant from 
GOCO will provide $349,893 to Palmer Lake, with the 
town putting up $17,000 in matching funds. Hulsmann 
provided the council with a timeline for the project, and 
said he would also post it on the web page. He expects the 
disc golf course portion of the project to be completed by 
spring. The pedestrian bridge over the railroad will take 
two years to complete. 

Hulsmann believes maintenance of area west of the 
lake can be funded through things like selling benches 
around the lake, and that the town will not have to pay for 
maintenance out of the Parks and Recreation budget. He 
plans to provide the results of the latest survey on the web-
site. The work done to the lake bed will be paid for by the 
Awake the Lake committee and to date the town has paid 
nothing for this. The environmental checklist required by 
GOCO has been signed by Town Clerk Tara Berreth. Nox-
ious weeds will be managed by landscapers. The master 
plan for the project is still being developed, and currently 
includes, in addition to the disc golf course and the pedes-
trian bridge, parking, lighting, athletic fields on the east 
side of the lake and a playground on the west side. 

Trustee Allen moved that Mayor McDonald sign the 
GOCO grant agreement with the Town of Palmer Lake be-
ing the grantee and GOCO being the grantor. The motion 
was approved unanimously. 

Legal posting sites remain unchanged
Palmer Lake posts notices of public meetings at the Post 
Office, at the Town Hall, and outside the town office. 
Meetings are also announced on the town’s web page, but 
the web page is not considered a legal posting site. The 
council voted unanimously to leave the legal posting sites 
unchanged.

Resident requests repeal of junk ordinance
Palmer Lake resident Jamie Rae asked the council to 
repeal the town’s junk, junkyard, and junk vehicle ordi-
nance due to ambiguities in the ordinance. She felt the 
law does not precisely define what junk is and is not. 

Tammie�s Cleaning Service  

Dependable and honest with  
an old-fashioned work ethic!  My mission is  

to provide a quality service to you and your home.  
I charge reasonable rates and provide quality service 

with a personal touch to meet your needs! 

(719) 648-4725 
Let Me Do Your Dirty Work! 
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By Lisa Hatfi eld and 
Jim Kendrick

At the Jan. 5 Monument Board 
of Trustees meeting, the trustees 
approved land use ordinances 
involving proposed sites for 
Service Street Automotive and 
Natural Grocers. Newly ap-
pointed Trustee Jeff Smith was 
sworn in by Town Clerk Cynthia 
Sirochman, and new police offi -
cer Amanda Molnar was sworn in 
by Police Chief Jake Shirk.
Town Manager and Interim Trea-
surer Pamela Smith was absent.

Swearing-in ceremonies
Smith was appointed by the trust-
ees on Dec. 15 to complete the 
term of Trustee Stan Gingrich, 
who resigned Dec. 1. Town Clerk 
Cynthia Sirochman read the oath 
of offi ce to Smith on Jan. 5.

Police Chief Shirk intro-
duced Amanda Molnar, who re-
cently completed the Pikes Peak 
Community College police acad-
emy and went through a “very 
rigorous hiring process.” Molnar 
was sworn in by Shirk as the third 

of three newly hired offi cers for 
the police force.

Mayor Rafael Dominguez 
offered his congratulations to 
both newcomers to the town.

Natural Grocers’ new 
location approved

Planning Director Mike Pesicka 
presented three land use ordi-
nances related to the Natural 
Grocers retail store proposed by 
Equity Ventures to be located 
700 feet east of I-25 on the north 
side of West Baptist Road. After 
his presentation, questions from 
trustees, and one public com-
ment, the rezone, preliminary/
fi nal plat, and preliminary/fi nal 
PD site plan ordinances were 
approved unanimously by the 
trustees. The retail store is now 
scheduled for completion in July.

The property was zoned 
planned industrial development 
(PID), which did not allow for 
retail use. Changing the zoning 
to planned development (PD) 
would establish setbacks, sign 
regulations, and uses, Pesicka 
said, adding that PD is similar to 
the town’s C1 zoning except that 
it would not allow any medical or 
recreational marijuana sales or 
dispensaries.

Pesicka described the plat as 
a 1.69-acre lot for a retail store 
including less than an acre for 
current and future road develop-
ment. It is part of a 42-acre parcel 
south of Blevins Buckle Trail and 

part of the Regency Park Master 
Plan adopted in 1987 as part of 
annexation to the town. There is 
no development north and east of 
the Natural Grocers site, and to 
the west is a 50-foot cell phone 
tower. West Baptist Road borders 
the south side.

Before recordation of the 
plat, the applicant will be re-
quired to provide a water “will-
serve” letter from Triview Metro-
politan District.

The preliminary/fi nal PD site 
plan showed a 15,030-square-
foot retail store facing Baptist 
Road. The access to and from the 
site onto West Baptist Road was 
“the most diffi cult thing to work 
through,” Pesicka explained. 
Baptist Road is owned and con-

trolled by El Paso County, which 
has the authority to allow or deny 
access to particular parcels. The 
current access is a three-quarter 
right-in, right-out-only stub in-
tersection. 

Background: At the Nov. 14 
Baptist Road Rural Transporta-
tion Authority (BRRTA) meeting, 
during an hourlong discussion of 
the Natural Grocers proposal, El 
Paso County Clerk and Recorder 
Wayne Williams, a longstanding 

BRRTA advocate, explained to 
the developers, Mark McPher-
son and Dave Meyer of Equity 
Ventures of Denver, that BRRTA 
had paid the previous property 
owner a fee of $800,000 as a fi -
nancial settlement for permanent 
acceptance of this diminished 
three-quarter access to Baptist 
Road from the existing stub road 
on the south end of the 42-acre 
property. 

Williams stated that this 

She also argued the law does not 
clearly specify the process for 
enforcement, and that some por-
tions of Ordinance 8.08.010 are 
superseded by another ordinance 
that requires a 24-hour notice of 
inspection. Another resident, Jim 
Adams, argued that the ordinance 
is not applied fairly and is used 
to harass residents. He argued the 
town should inspect all properties 

and fi ne all violators. 
Economic Development 

Trustee Trisha Flake said she 
would take a look the ordinance. 
Police Trustee Paul Banta sug-
gested that the current ordinance 
not be repealed until a replace-
ment ordinance was written, so 
that enforcement efforts cur-
rently underway can proceed. 
He also pointed out that other 

ordinances do in fact enumerate 
what can be considered junk. 
Roads Trustee Russell moved 
to table the request to repeal the 
ordinance for 60 days, during 
which time a committee would 
be formed to examine the ordi-
nance and to rewrite it if needed. 
Town lawyer Gaddis suggested 
that all ordinances dealing with 
trash, junk, nuisances and brush 

be included in the review and re-
written as necessary. Banta asked 
that the right to inspect properties 
be clarifi ed in the new ordinance 
as well. The council voted unani-
mously to approve the motion as 
amended. 

The meeting adjourned at 
10:40 p.m. 

**********
The next meeting will be 

at 6 p.m. Feb. 12 at Town Hall, 
42 Valley Crescent. Meetings 
are normally held on the second 
Thursday of the month. Informa-
tion: 481-2953.
James Howald can be reached at 
jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Monument Board of Trustees, Jan. 5 

Grocer and auto repair land-use items approved

Welcome to Fun, 
Friends, and 

Learning! 
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Call now. Open enrollment runs NOW through Feb. 20th.  
(719) 481-1950 � www.monumentacademy.net 

Above: Jeff Smith was 
appointed by the trustees 
on Dec. 15 to fi ll the spot of 
Trustee Stan Gingrich, who 
resigned Dec.1. Smith was 
sworn in at the Jan. 5 Board 
of Trustees meeting by Town 
Clerk Cynthia Sirochman. 
Photo by Lisa Hatfi eld. 

Above: Police offi cer Amanda 
Molnar was sworn in by Police 
Chief Jake Shirk at the Jan. 5 
Monument Board of Trustees 
meeting. Photo by Lisa Hat-
fi eld

Above: Site plan of the newly 
approved Natural Grocers 
store between I-25 and 
Jackson Creek Parkway on 
the north side of West Baptist 
Road. Diagram courtesy of 
Town of Monument Board of 
Trustees Packet for the Jan. 
5 meeting. 

Above: Proposed concrete removal from the existing Baptist 
Road median to convert this intersection to full-motion (four-
way) access, from Vertex Engineering PD site plan page 
C1.02. Concrete from the existing center median in the stub 
access that currently forces a right turn to the west would also 
have to be removed to create a southbound left-turn lane for 
vehicles crossing all three westbound lanes to “fi nd refuge” in 
the median before merging into the left eastbound through lane 
of Baptist Road. http://www.ocn.me/v14n12.htm#brrta1114.

Below: Proposed new Natural Grocers store.
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$800,000 will not be reimbursed by the Colorado Department of Transportation 
because it is not part of the interchange 
construction cost, so this $800,000 burden 
was placed entirely on BRRTA’s taxpay-

ers by the previous landowner, while other 
adjacent landowners donated right-of-way 
to BRRTA. He then told McPherson and 
Meyer that they were asking to get full 
access back from BRRTA for free “with-
out any compensation to the taxpayers” 
when BRRTA and the county had already 
determined that the $800,00 settlement 
was “prudent” because a full-access inter-
change was “unsafe.” 

McPherson replied that the land 
was “purchased out of bankruptcy by 
the current owner,” and he was unaware 
of this $800,000 BRRTA payment. See 
www.ocn.me/v14n12.htm#brrta1114.

At the November 14 BRRTA meeting, 
due to concerns about traffic safety, both 
County Engineer André Brackin and the 
BRRTA board were leaning against allow-
ing the change from the current three-quar-
ters access to a full-movement intersection 
with left-turn access to and from the site, 

which Natural Grocers estimated would 
cost about $125,000. 

On Nov. 14, Natural Grocers’ consul-
tant traffic engineer Jeff Hodsdon of LSC 
Transportation Consultants Inc. stated that 
the median is 30 feet wide with enough 
room for a single vehicle to “find refuge” 
after waiting for a gap in westbound traffic 
to safely enter and wait in the median for 
a second gap in eastbound traffic to “finish 
the two-stage left turn.” Hodsdon said at 
the Nov. 14 BRRTA meeting that when it 
opened, this full-motion intersection was 
projected to already be at Level of Service 
D as rated by Institute of Transportation 
Engineers (ITE) due entirely to Natural 
Grocers traffic. Any additional traffic from 
further new construction of additional 
stores on the 42-acre parcel would change 
this full-motion intersection’s level of ser-
vice rating to level F. 

(Continued on page 10)
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The ITE levels of service are A/B/C/D/F. Level A 
is the best ITE-rated level of service for an intersection. 
Level D is the lowest ITE level of acceptable service. 

Williams said starting off at level D should be unac-
ceptable to BRRTA for “this $30 million road.” The next 
lower level of service is level F for failing, which would 

mandate county installation of a traffic signal for safety 
while further degrading existing eastbound rush hour 
traffic delays, particularly left-hand turns to northbound 
Jackson Creek Parkway. 

On Nov. 14, Brackin then said both the BRRTA board 
and the Board of County Commissioners never considered 
making this a full-movement intersection when construct-
ing the I-25 Baptist Road interchange, nor had he con-
sidered the single-car median storage proposal recently 
resubmitted by Hodsdon. Extension of the internal access 
road to Blevins Buckle Trail is mandatory for any further 
construction on the parcel. The county still opposes add-
ing a signal on Baptist Road, a major collector, at this loca-
tion due to the additional traffic flow issues that would be 
created and compound the already existing problems on 
Baptist Road east of I-25 at evening rush hour. 

The reconstruction cost to restore the three-quarter ac-
cess would be at least $75,000. Williams said this $75,000 
must be placed in an escrow account by Natural Grocers 
if conversion to full motion is approved by the county, so 
that there will be money available when the intersection 
eventually becomes unsafe and has to be restored to three-
quarter motion or closed entirely. 

Pesicka told the Monument Planning Commission 
on Dec. 10 that the county had by then approved the left 
turn with a provision to review the intersection with each 
proposed future parcel development. The commission 
approved Natural Grocers’ plans at that meeting after a 

lengthy discussion about the building’s architecture. See 
www.ocn.me/v15n1.htm#mpc1210.

At the Dec. 19 BRRTA meeting, Brackin said 
the county would conditionally approve the full-mo-
tion intersection only temporarily and only for this 
single store. BRRTA then approved the full-movement 
intersection at its December meeting. See www.ocn.me/
v15n1.htm#brrta1219.

At the Jan. 5 trustees meeting, Pesicka said the town 
does not have jurisdiction to deny that road access since 
it is owned by the county. Trustee John Howe said, “We 
have no ‘say’ on the left turn to go east on Baptist Road” 
and wanted it on record that he felt the left-out, full-move-
ment intersection was “terribly dangerous.” 

Pesicka said half of the internal roadway would be 
constructed now. The county asked town staff to add a 
note on the official plat that every proposed future devel-
opment application on the rest of the property to north and 
east would have to be referred to the county for review of 
the traffic at the intersection, Pesicka said. “This agree-
ment will be recorded and the reception number will be 
placed on the plat.”

Pesicka also said that Natural Grocers entered into an 
agreement providing that if the left-out were changed back 
to a three-quarters access for whatever reason by the coun-
ty, the road connection to Jackson Creek Parkway to the 
north will be built by the property owner. He anticipated 
that eventually the northern access would tie in on or near 
Blevins Buckle Trail to access Jackson Creek Parkway.

During public comments, resident Cheri Hysell asked 
about who would be accountable for monitoring the traffic 
at the new intersection. Pesicka said the county would be 
in charge of monitoring the intersection with traffic counts 
or reports of accidents. If the intersection reached Level of 
Service F as defined by ITE, the county would close the 
left-out. New access to the north would be built at owner’s 
expense, not the town’s expense, he said. He did not say 
who would pay for closing the expanded intersection on 
Baptist Road. 

Mayor Rafael Dominguez explained that the current 
center median on West Baptist Road will be cut out and 
lowered to accommodate left turns and that there will be 
room for one car at a time to wait there for a chance to turn 
left onto Baptist Road.

Mayor Pro-Tem Jeff Kaiser said that he and Domin-
guez both sit on the BRRTA board and that they had 
worked a lot with the county to make sure the intersection 
would be safe.

Pesicka said residents with concerns and questions 
about Baptist Road traffic should contact County Engineer 
André Brackin. The number for the El Paso County Public 
Services Department is 719-520-6460.

Pesicka said that since it will be the first building 
in that area, it “could set a trend for future development 
there.” It is also near Monument Ridge, a development 
that does not allow any wood elements on the outside of 
buildings for a more modern look, and the Natural Gro-
cers building will follow that style.

Pesicka said the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said 
there was no critical Preble’s meadow jumping mouse 
habitat that needed to be protected, nor will any habitat 
considerations affect the building of the road to the north 
if and when the left-out to Baptist Road is closed. 

Dominguez thanked the developers for their patience 
in the process to resolve concerns. 

Trustee Jeff Bornstein thanked those involved with 
all the work in this process. “We don’t want to lose our 
businesses. I have the same concern with traffic, but I am 
comfortable it’s a good solution if it will be monitored. 
Safety is primary,” he said.

(Continued on page 12)

Rent-A-Honey Handyman Service
For when you have a honey-do list and 

need a �honey� to do it. 
Joe Schriner-Owner 

720-291-1502

All minor home repair needs at reasonable prices! 
References available. 

Serving El Paso, Elbert and Douglas Counties 
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Service Street Automotive final 
PD site plan approved

Pesicka presented an ordinance approving a final PD site 

plan for Service Street Automotive at 805 W. Baptist 
Road. Grey Wolf Architecture sought approval to develop 
a 4,480-square-foot light automotive service facility on 
Lot 8 of the 30-acre Monument Ridge development, 
which is 1.36 acres. This vacant lot is adjacent to Chase 
Bank to the north and northbound Struthers Road to the 
west. There will be a 5-foot sidewalk along the south side 
of Lot 8 to provide pedestrian access to Struthers Road. 

The 2003 Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map 
designated the site as Community Commercial, which 
encourages a mixture of non-residential development that 
provides goods, services, and employment opportunities, 

on sites that share access points, Pesicka said. The pro-
posed light automotive service use was permitted by the 
existing PD zoning. 

A water “will-serve” letter from Triview must be sub-
mitted to the Planning Department prior to recordation of 
the final PD site plan. 

Pesicka said that no outside storage of vehicles would 
be allowed overnight. They will have to be stored some-
where other than the parking lot if repairs take longer than 
one day, he said. 

The building will have one 35-foot high tower, which 
is allowed in this planned development, but the rest of the 
building will be 26 feet tall.

Xeric landscaping appropriate for Monument’s cli-
mate will be installed on the property and around the 
detention pond, which will be enlarged. The Monument 
Ridge Architectural Control Committee has approved the 
building and site plan, Pesicka said.

There were no public comments during the public 
hearing on this ordinance, and it was approved unani-
mously by the trustees.

Disbursements over $5,000
The trustees unanimously approved the following 
disbursements over $5,000 as presented in the board 
packet:
• Forsgren Associates Inc., Water Storage Tank Plan-

ning, $7,355
• Sutron Corp., Downstream Water Gauge, $7,639
• Elite Drilling Services LLC, Lawn Irrigation Flow 

Return Project, $9,309
• American Machine & Conveyer Corp., Dedicated 

Sample Sites for Testing, $5,980
• Jacobs Engineering, Downtown Sidewalk Project, 

$5,315
At 7:05 p.m. the board went into executive session for the 
purposes of receiving legal advice on specific legal ques-
tions. No announcements were made after the session.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at 
lisahatfield@ocn.me.

TravelMore, LLC 
481 W Hwy 105, Suite J 
Monument, CO 80132 

(719) 204-1840 
Travelmorellc@yahoo.com 

A full-service traditional travel agency 
with booking engine for air, hotels, 
cruises, and vacation packages.  

Marianne Black 
Owner 

Book Your 2015 
Getaway Now! 

Wave season cruises�
Best prices for 

2015/2016 sailings 

Book your villa or home 
stay worldwide, great 

multigenerational option 

Travel Guidebooks  
for sale 

Above: Sheryl with Ludde from Stockholm

A European student will give 
your family international flair!

EF (Education First) High School 
Exchange Year program is the leader. 

www.EFexchangeyear.org. Exceptional 
and financially-secure exchange students.  

Contact us now for the 2015-2016 school 
year. Sheryl & Dave Ellis (719) 208-9739 
or sheryl.ellis@EFexchangeyear.org,

experienced host family and International 
Exchange Coordinators in Monument.
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Serving the Tri-Lakes area 
� Pet sitting in your home 
� Pet taxi service � to vet, groomer, day care 
� Pet concierge � shopping for food, supplies 
� Dog walking 

�
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joan@powerspetporters.com
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By Nancy Wilkins
At the Jan. 8 Board of Directors meeting of 
the Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District 
(WWSD), Russ Broshous asked the board to 
define costs for a non-potable irrigation sys-
tem. The board discussed when the district 
should switch to well water in the summer, 
passed a resolution to comply with state 
statutes, planned to discuss increasing the 
availability of service charges at the April 9 
meeting, and agreed to investigate the costs 
of building infrastructure to transport water 
as part of the Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority. 

Russ Broshous asks: 
“What are the terms of trade?” 

The Brookmoor Home Owners Associa-
tion, located within WWSD, is considering 
switching to a non-potable irrigation sys-
tem from potable water for its residents. 
Brookmoor currently has a water pipe in 
place that the district could use to transport 
non-potable water. Broshous, representing 
Brookmoor, asked if there would be any 
charge if he kept the 2-inch tap currently in 
place, or what charge would incur if Brook-
moor changed to different non-potable water 
tap sizes. The current not-to-exceed tap fees 
for potable water cost tens of thousands of 
dollars. At the Jan. 8 meeting, the district 
had not yet defined its non-potable water 
policy that would include the cost of the 
non-tap fees. 

Broshous mentioned he would like the 
board to clarify these charges as soon as 
possible, 

indicating he wants to present this 
information to the Brookmoor association 
meeting Jan 21. According to Broshous, the 

target date to install the irrigation system is 
April 1. 

District Manager Jessie Shaffer said 
the district hopes to finish establishing poli-
cies around February. The district wants to 
receive a recommendation from Raftelis 
Financial Consultants prior to deciding the 
non-potable rates. Shaffer’s “best guess” is 
that the non-potable tap fees would be less 
then the potable tap fees. 

 To convert Brookmoor to non-potable 
water, Shaffer uses water distribution soft-
ware to help determine the correct pressure 
in a non-potable line. The district may need 
to construct a water regulating device, add 
filters, or adapt the non-potable line to a 
water pumping facility. Shaffer told the 
board construction time would be two to 
four weeks. 

 The infrastructure costs incurred by 
WWSD to provide the non-potable water is 
a consideration that will most likely affect 
the non-irrigation tap fee and non-potable 
water rates in the future. Until the board has 
more information and a policy can be writ-
ten, attorney Erin Smith asked Broshous if 
it was possible to provide cost limits from 
Brookmoor for the board to work with. 

Director Barrie Town suggests a clear 
policy that defines the costs for non-potable 
water. This includes the knowledge of a 
pricing system that increases the user fees 
of non-potable water as the consumption fits 
into increasingly more expensive fee brack-
ets. In the long run, Town said, a better way 
to landscape may save customers the most 
amount of money. 

2014 unaccounted water 
8 percent; December at 

negative 13 percent
Operations Manager Randy Gillette reported 
the percentage of unaccounted water for 
2014 to be around 8 percent, which Gillette 
considers a good percentage. 

The district calculates the monthly per-
centage of unaccounted water by subtracting 
the potable water billed from the net water 
pumped. The unaccounted water percentage 
can vary if the measurement of the potable 
water billed is not determined at the same 
time as net water pumped. December read-
ings, without adjusting for time difference, 
shows a negative 13 percent amount of 
unaccounted water, with potable water 
billed at 18.1 million gallons subtracted 
from the net water pumped at 16.0 million 
gallons. Unaccounted water in November 
was around 22 percent. The two months 
combined, however, bring the district back 
closer to the yearly average. 

Gillette said, from the sewer side, the 
district is sending about the same amount of 
water to the plant that is being billed.

Financial report 
Treasurer Tommy Schwab moved to ap-
prove the December financial reports as 
drafted, which the board voted unani-
mously to accept. The Balance Sheet for 
Dec. 31 shows a total of $71.02 million 
in total assets and $28.26 million in total 
liabilities. Although the district has yet to 
be audited for 2014, the Dec. 31 income 
statement shows a net loss of $4.21 million, 
due primarily for $6.1 million spent to pay 
as a settlement for the J.V. Ranch and water 
rights. In turn, the acquisition of the water 

rights and land increased the district’s capital 
assets, and reduced the amount of restricted 
cash, as seen on the Balance Sheet. 

 Significant sources of income accu-
mulated for the year for the district shown 
for Dec. 31 are: JV Ranch lease income of 
$70,000, Sewer Use Fees income of $1.15 
million, Water Use Fees of $2.48 million, 
Renewable Water Investment Fee of $1.9 
million, Water and Sewer Taps fee of $1.3 
million, Miscellaneous Income $85,068, in-
terest income at $69,815, and Availability of 
Service $8,435.The total operating income 
shown is $7.46 million. 

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Jan. 8

Brookmoor HOA asks district to clarify costs
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Significant year-to-date expenses reported for Dec. 31 
were $6.1 million for land and water rights, $695,000 for 
bond principal, $1.2 million for bond interest, $97,811 for 
the Chilcott Ditch Co., $444,690 for utilities, $347,811 for 
professional fees, $360,388 for sewer treatment expenses, 

$331,025 for repairs and maintenance, and $82,670 for office 
expenses. Total expenditures shown are $11.65 million.

The financial reports, including a complete year-to date 
list of revenues and expenses for Dec. 31, should be available 
at the office. The district may also modify the drafted reports. 

The audit for 2014 is expected to be completed in June. 
Raising a glass to check water quality

Trying to avoid possible taste and odor problems from using 
lake water in the late summer months, Schwab asked if the 
district should start using more lake water one month earlier 

than last year, and switch to well water in late summer. 
Gillette said Lake Woodmoor rose 11⁄2 feet in December. 
The district uses lake water for peak demands, occurring in 
August. Shaffer said if the district is short, it would have 
to “fire the lake back up.” But to avoid a water taste and 
odor issue, switching off lake water may help. Using the 
lake water is considered less expensive than well water for 
the district. 

The district is trying to identify plant species that may 
cause poor taste and odor. Shaffer said they are looking at a 
plant commonly known as the coon tail. Gillette said Lake 
Woodmoor does not have a blue green algae problem, and 
the district is continuing to perform water quality checks. 

April 9 meeting will consider increase 
of availability of service charge 

The board is looking to raise the availability of service 
charge to $100 or $200. Availability of service charges are 
given to owners of undeveloped lots in the district. Attor-
ney Erin Smith said Woodmoor residents should receive a 
notice of the meeting by mail.

Gary Potter joins WWSD as new employee
Gillette and Shaffer were glad to announce that Gary Pot-
ter was recently hired as a maintenance operator. Gillette 
said Potter has a degree in geography and a small systems 
certificate, and prefers working outdoors. Gillette praised 
Potter’s work at WWSD. 

Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority report 
Shaffer asked the board if it wants to spend up to $10,000 
to pay for a Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority study on 
how to transport water from the Black Forest area to the 
northern end of the county. It is a pre-design study on how 
regionally the infrastructure can be put in place to transport 
water, and the costs associated in doing so. Shaffer indi-
cated the plans could include building a reservoir to store 
water for times of peak use. Town envisioned joining costs 
with different water authorities, and recommended the 
board approve paying for the study. 

Board passes compliance resolution
The board passed resolution 15-01 to comply with numer-
ous state statutes. Among these statutes, the district is 
required to post notices of public meetings in three places, 
file an annual report, hold regular meetings, and file an ac-
curate map of the district with three government agencies: 
the county assessor, the Division of Local Government, 
and the county clerk and recorder. Also included is statute 
32-1-902(3)(b) requiring directors to disqualify themselves 
from voting if there is a conflict of interest, or properly dis-
close such interest. The resolution also compels the board 
to comply with Colorado Statute 32-1-809 known as the 
“Transparency Notice.” 

Town said the board was going into executive session 
“for Colorado Revised Statute 24-6-402-4(a) for discus-
sion related to the purchase, acquisition, lease, transfer, 
or sale of any real, personal, or other property interest and 
24-6-402-4(e), negotiations for the Joint Use Agreement 
and Village Center.” 

**********
Board meetings are held at the district office on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month at 1 p.m. The next board 
meeting is scheduled for Feb. 12. The district office is lo-
cated at 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Visit woodmoorwater.com 
or call 488-2525.   

Nancy Wilkins can be contacted at 
nancywilkins@ocn.me

Equine-Facilitated Experiential Counseling 
A unique approach to dealing with trauma, PTSD, anger, 

grief, fear or anxiety, relationship issues & personal growth. 
Laurel Boyer, LPC, CHT, CHA, M.A. Counseling

719.210.0668 � www.gypsywindranch.com
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By Jim Kendrick
On Jan. 13, Woodmoor Water 
and Sanitation District Manager 
Jessie Shaffer advised the Joint 
Use Committee (JUC) of the 
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment 
Facility that his district’s board 
is concerned that the Colorado 
Legislature might not allocate 
funding for state nutrient grants 
for the state fiscal year starting 
this July and wants to get as 
much construction completed 
as possible for the treatment 
constituent expansion for total 
phosphorus removal by the end 
of the state’s current fiscal year 
on June 30. 

The Tri-Lakes facility oper-
ates as a separate public utility 
and is jointly owned, in equal 
one-third shares, by Monument 
Sanitation District (MSD), 
Palmer Lake Sanitation Dis-
trict (PLSD), and Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation District 
(WWSD). The three-member 
JUC acts as the board of the 
facility and consists of one 
director from each of the three 
owner districts’ boards: Don 
Smith of Monument, Ken Smith 
of Palmer Lake, and Rich Strom 
of Woodmoor. Tri-Lakes ac-
countant Jackie Spegele of Nu-
meric Strategies LLC presented 
national changes to accounting 
standards for 2015. Several 
other directors of the owner dis-
trict boards, Monument District 
Manager Mike Wicklund, Palm-
er Lake District Manager Becky 
Orcutt, and Shaffer also attended 
the meeting. 

Tri-Lakes Facility Manager 
Bill Burks reported that Jan. 2 
was his 25th anniversary at the 
plant to a round of applause from 
all these attendees. 

Financing of total 
phosphorus project still 

unresolved 
Burks asked the JUC, “Can 
we proceed with construction 
without a financial plan? We’re 
running into going out for bid by 
the end of the month. I’d hate to 
bring contractors in and then find 
out we’re not going to do it.” 

Strom replied “We cannot 
award the contract without hav-
ing the money.” Strom then pro-
posed the total phosphorus proj-
ect be put out for bids as soon 
as possible so that a contract 
could be awarded at the Feb. 
10 JUC meeting. He offered a 
fill-in-the-blank draft agreement 
that would allow each district to 
specify what percentage it was 
willing to pay in the interim until 
a final settlement on cost sharing 
for the total phosphorus project 
is negotiated between the parties 
or determined in district court. 
The agreement called for the dis-
tricts to settle within 10 business 
days after the final cost sharing 
determination is made. 

The amount that each of the 
three owner districts will con-
tribute to pay for their ownership 
shares of the new total phospho-

rus constituent plant expansion, 
as well as the method used to 
determine their separate shares 
of future phosphorus chemical 
treatment operating costs, is still 
being negotiated at this time in 
separate private inter-district 
meetings that do not involve the 
JUC. 

There were no phosphate 
limits when the existing Tri-
Lakes activated sludge facility 
was designed and constructed 
in 1988, nor were there any EPA 
or state Water Quality Control 
Division or commission dis-
cussions at that time that there 
would ever be specific organic 
discharge constituent limits for 
phosphorus in treated effluent in 
1988 or later in 1998 when the 
Tri-Lakes facility was expanded 
by Woodmoor. Tetra Tech has 
stated in its design and engineer-
ing proposal to the state Health 
Department that there is no de-
signed total phosphorus removal 
in the existing plant. 

Monument’s position, as 
stated at previous JUC meetings, 
is that each district should pay 
the same percentage of the cost 
of expansion for removing the 
influent constituent total phos-
phorus as the amount of cur-
rently owned treatment capacity 
for treating hydraulic flows and 
removing biosolid wastes and 
that each district should own 
this same percentage of the new 
chemical total phosphorus treat-
ment capacity of 264 pounds per 
day. This allocation of owned 
hydraulic capacity and biosolids 
treatment capacity is specified 
as follows in the Joint Use of 
Facilities Agreement, which 
controls facility operations and 
funding plant expansions for 
new constituents: 

Woodmoor —64.28 percent, 
Monument—19.79 percent, and 
Palmer Lake—15.93 percent.

Monument also believes it 
is fairest to all ratepayers in the 
Tri-Lakes facility service area if 
the three owner districts receive 
these same percentages of the $1 
million state grant for design and 
construction.

Woodmoor’s position is that 
each district should pay one-
third of the estimated $2.32 mil-
lion construction cost of the new 
total phosphorus treatment 
equipment expansion, even 
though Woodmoor would 
still own 64.28 percent of the 
new total phosphorus treat-
ment capacity of 264 pounds, 
169.7 pounds per day (ppd). 
This position would require 
a subsidy of 13.54 percent 
($314,128) by Monument’s 
ratepayers to Woodmoor 
ratepayers, and a subsidy of 
17.40 percent ($403,680) by 
Palmer Lake ratepayers to 
Woodmoor ratepayers. All 
three districts would receive 
one-third of the $1 million 
state design and construction 
grant to reduce their equal 

individual $733,333 costs by 
an equal individual grant share, 
$333,333 each. The net cost by 
thirds would be $440,000 each. 

However, Monument’s po-
sition is if it has to pay a third of 
the total phosphorus treatment 
expansion cost of $2.32 million 
($773,333), it should own a third 
of the new 264 ppd of phospho-
rus treatment capacity, which is 
88 ppd. Monument believes that 
if it is only going to own 19.79 
percent, or 52.2 ppd of the new 
total phosphorus expansion’s 
treatment capacity, rather than 88 
ppd, then Monument should only 
be responsible for 19.79 percent 
of the estimated $2.32 million 
construction cost, $459,128, 
which would be partially paid by 
19.79 percent of the $1 million 
grant ($197,900) for a net Monu-
ment cost of $261,228. 

The Palmer Lake staff and 
board appear to have approved 
paying the $2.32 million con-
struction cost by thirds even 
though Palmer Lake would own 
only 15.93 percent of the new 
264 ppd of total phosphorus 
treatment capacity, which is 
42.1 ppd rather than the 88 ppd 
it would have paid for. If Palmer 
Lake only paid 15.93 percent of 
the $2.32 million cost, it would 
only pay $369,576, which would 
be reduced by 15.93 percent of 
the $ 1 million grant, ($159,300) 
for a net total cost of $210,276 
instead of $440,000. 

Burks said that the facility’s 
engineer, Steve Tamburini of 
Tetra Tech RTW, had told him 
on Jan. 9 that the project would 
be going out for bid by the end 
of January. Burks also noted 
two state Health Department 
nutrient grant reimbursements 
of $25,504 and $31,086 in De-
cember, which are part of a $1 
million state nutrient design and 
construction grant awarded to 
the facility by Gov. John Hick-
enlooper in July 2013. (See http:
//ocn.me/v13n8.htm and http:
//ocn.me/v13n8.htm#grant for 
more information.) 

Wicklund stated that Tam-
burini had not yet presented his 
90-percent-completed design 
proposal to Burks or the owner 
districts much less the final 
design. He added that the Tetra 

Tech RTW design had not been 
vetted by the state’s 208 plan 
committee process or approved 
by the state and was therefore 
not a final design ready to be put 
out to bid. 

Shaffer said he believed 
no state site application review 
process was required. He also 
expressed concern that the state 
might renege on paying any 
more nutrient grant money for 
the Tri-Lakes expansion after the 
end of June 2015 even though it 
had signed a grant contract that 
the time available for receiving 
grant reimbursements does not 
expire until June 2016.

The meeting recessed so 
Burks could call Tamburini at 
Tetra Tech RTW in Denver to 
get more information, however 
Tamburini could not be reached. 

Don Smith said that Monu-
ment will only pay 19.79 percent 
of the costs not covered by the 
$1 million grant prior to a final 
settlement. He offered a payment 
of 15.93 percent of the unreim-
bursed costs, but Orcutt said that 
Palmer Lake should pay a third. 
Strom said Woodmoor would 
pay the rest of the unreimbursed 
costs in the interim. Shaffer said 
he would send a digital copy of 
the draft agreement to Palmer 
Lake and Monument after ad-
journment for their boards to 
consider during their regular 
January board meetings on Jan. 
14 and 15 respectively. 

Wicklund said having a 
Monument reply ready for 
Woodmoor on its interim financ-
ing proposal by Jan. 16 would 
depend on Monument’s ability 
to consult with its attorney re-
garding the interim agreement, 
whether Tamburini has secured 
final state approval on the fi-
nal engineering proposal, and 

whether there would have to be a 
state 208 review of the engineer-
ing proposal. 

Backup electrical 
generator discussed again

Burks asked the JUC if he 
should delete the $200,000 
emergency electrical generator 
proposed by Tetra Tech RTW 
as part of the total phosphorus 
tertiary clarifier chemical treat-
ment expansion and rely on use 
of a rented backup generator to 
save construction costs. He said 
he could only recall one time in 
25 years when power was lost 
for a significant time—during a 
blizzard that knocked out power 
for the whole Tri-Lakes region. 

Burks stated that he did not 
believe this generator is needed 
because the existing plant can 
operate for several days as a 
settling pond by gravity without 
electrical power during a “rea-
sonable power outage.” Burks 
added that manual cleaning of 
the bar screen and grit collector 
in the plant’s headworks by the 
Tri-Lakes operators is all that is 
required to sustain gravity flows 
through the treatment plant dur-
ing a power outage. The length 
of a “reasonable outage” is not 
defined in state water quality 
regulations. After the tertiary to-
tal phosphorus chemical remov-
al clarifier is built, the facility’s 
discharge permit’s total phos-
phorus limit will be a rolling an-
nual monthly median rather than 
a combination monthly average 
and daily maximum limit like 
those that apply to the rest of 
the plant’s permitted treatment 
constituents. 

Wicklund said Tamburini 
had told the JUC that Tetra Tech 
RTW had added the emergency 
electrical power generator to the 
Tetra Tech plans, part of the lat-

Tri-Lakes Facility Joint Use Committee, Jan. 13

Questions raised about state grant funding availability
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est unplanned cost overrun from $2.007 million to $2.87 
million, because it would be needed to be able to con-
tinue to operate electrically powered mechanical polymer 
mixing apparatus and separate flocculent sweep-out ap-
paratus in at least one of the two parallel tertiary clarifier 
treatment trains if there is an electric utility power fail-
ure. Wicklund added that the JUC has stated in previous 
meetings that it wanted a bid option for the emergency 
generator to be proposed to potential contractors as part 
of the construction bidding process. 

Wicklund noted the emergency generator would also 
provide power to one of the two existing parallel trains 
of aeration basins and secondary clarifiers. The activated 
sludge lagoons use electrical aeration blowers to sustain 
bacteria that digest biosolid wastes. The coupled gravity 
secondary clarifiers mechanically separate the biosolid 
sludge from the treated water. The ultraviolet disinfection 
building already has its own backup generator. Without 
the emergency generator, the plant would be in violation 
during a power failure, he said. 

Burks replied that he thought the proposed backup 
generator could run the entire facility. 

Wicklund said that the Tri-Lakes facility had to 
provide a completed design before Tetra Tech RTW asks 
for construction bids, including a completed emergency 
generator design for the bid option for installing this 
emergency generator. Furthermore Burks should prob-
ably have completed generator design plans from Tetra 
Tech RTW available for the state’s review, if requested, 
to avoid a potential delay that could jeopardize this con-
stituent treatment expansion’s completion and certifica-
tion by May 31, 2016, a restriction in the facility’s $1 
million state nutrient grant contract. Wicklund also stated 
that completed backup generator design plans may be 
required by the various Clean Water Act 208 plan review 
committees and state reviewing agencies that may be part 
of a state water quality management review.

Shaffer suggested that the JUC could have Tetra 
Tech RTW design the backup generator and include this 
design plan as a bid option in the facility’s bid package 
put out for bid, but direct Tetra Tech RTW “as a strategic 
move” not to include the emergency design paperwork in 
the final design package submitted to the state for final 
approval. Shaffer estimated that the generator design 
would probably not cost more than $5,000. He noted that 

by not designing or constructing the backup generator the 
JUC would be assuming a liability risk for deliberately 
deciding not to build it. 

After further technical discussion of relative prob-
abilities and risks for numerous contingency scenarios 
the JUC, by consensus, directed Burks to have Tetra Tech 
RTW proceed with designing the backup emergency 
electric generator installation. 

Financial reports 
During his review of the December financial reports, 
Burks noted a payment of $3,778 to Green Electric. 
Green replaced failed timers that had operated the 25-
year-old exterior lighting system for the entire facility 
with a photoelectric sensor and also replaced exterior 
halogen fixtures that had failed due to burnt-out ballasts 
with LED fixtures that use less electrical power. As the 
rest of the halogen fixtures fail, they will also be replaced 
with LED fixtures. 

Burks said there was a payment of $2,785 ($1,000 
under budget) to Sharpest Cut Landscaping for concrete 
repairs to the south Woodmoor influent wastewater me-
tering vault. 

A typical Parshall 
flume, shown at the right, 
is an open-channel flow 
measuring device with a 
channel that is a calibrated 
venture constriction. The 
venturi constriction causes 
the wastewater flow to back 
up into the upstream chan-
nel at the top of the photo. 
The greater the wastewater 
flow, the deeper the water 
is upstream of the flume’s 
concrete constriction. The 
height of the flow in the upstream section is typically 
measured by an ultrasonic level meter that is suspended 
above the flume’s input as seen in the upper center of 
the photo. The height of the raised flow is digitally con-
verted to the flow rate through the calibrated flume. The 
flow is measured in millions of gallons per day (MGD). 
These flumes are used throughout the Tri-Lakes facility 
to measure influent wastewater flows from each of the 
three owner districts for proportional division of operating 
costs for the treatment plant based on their separate total 
monthly flows. 

Recalibration of the repaired concrete Parshall flume 
in this Woodmoor vault had not yet been performed on 
Jan. 15. Burks said the recalibration would be com-
pleted before the current low winter flows increase in 
the spring. 

The December financial reports were unanimously 
accepted as presented. 

Financial report format changed
The facility’s accountant, Jackie Spegele of Numeric 
Strategies LLC, briefed the board on a change in ac-

counting standards and definitions that required her to 
change the title for her 2015 monthly reports to the JUC 
from “prepared report” to “compilation report.” She 
also recommended deletion of the last page of the facil-
ity’s monthly financial report called “Statement of Cash 
Flows,” which is a standard accounting report designed 
to provide a separate format for reporting leasing agree-
ments and loan payments, neither of which currently ap-
ply to the Tri-Lakes facility. There was JUC consensus to 
accept Spegele’s recommendations. 

Plant manager’s report
Burks reported that the plant was operating effectively. 
He noted that one November E. coli sample had a higher 
result than normal, though within the discharge permit’s 
individual maximum sample limit, due to effluent turbid-
ity that resulted from having only one of the facility’s 
two hourly operator positions filled. All other E. coli 
sampling results were normal. 

The net November phosphorus influent results for 
the Tri-Lake plant were 1.078 MGD and 66 ppd. The new 
total phosphorus chemical removal tertiary clarifier con-
stituent treatment capacity is rated at 264 ppd by Tetra 
Tech RTW. The November phosphorus influent testing 
results for flow (MGD), concentration in milligrams per 
liter (mg/l), loading in pounds per day (ppd), and percent 
of loading were:
• Monument – 0.192 MGD, 9.4 mg/l, 15.1 ppd, 22.8 

percent
• Palmer Lake – 0.241 MGD, 5 mg/l, 10.3 ppd, 15.6 

percent
• Woodmoor – 0.645 MGD, 8 mg/l, 40.6 ppd, 65.9 

percent
Burks also prepared a chart of results for all three months 
of phosphorus testing of owner district raw wastewater 
influent to date (September to November) that showed 
the following average loading:
• Monument – 15.3 ppd, 24.5 percent
• Palmer Lake – 10.5 ppd, 16.9 percent
• Woodmoor – 36.7 ppd, 58.6 percent
These average percentages for phosphorus loading are 
roughly the same as the current averages for biosolids 
loading for each of the owner districts. 

Burks reported that Tri-Lakes had agreed to perform 
additional monthly sampling at additional sites for metals 
and E. coli for the Arkansas and Fountain Coalition for 
Rural/Urban River Evaluation (AF CURE) baseline be-
ing created for Monument Creek and Fountain Creek. 

Because they are only a few miles apart, separated 
only by the Baptist Road bridge over Monument Creek, 
the monthly Upper Monument Creek Regional Wastewa-
ter Treatment Facility’s upstream sample data will also 
be used as Tri-Lakes’ monthly downstream data to save 
outsourced testing money for both facilities. Tri-Lakes 
will also take more monthly samples north of Monument 
Lake. Burks noted that the all the Tri-Lakes monthly 
samples taken for Chromium 6 will have to be turned 
into their lab near I-25 and I-70 within 24 hours. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:50 p.m.
**********

The next meeting will be held at 10 a.m. on Feb. 10 
at the at the Tri-Lakes facility’s conference room, 16510 
Mitchell Ave. Meetings are normally held on the second 
Tuesday of the month. Information for these meetings is 
available at 481-4053.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

QUALITY AUTO REPAIR
SUBARU • HONDA • TOYOTA

and other ASIAN imports
Call today: 488-6729

707 County Line Rd., Palmer Lake
Mon-Fri. 7:30 - 5:30

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 2/28/15

Now
Enrolling

Call
Today

Jennifer Green, Master�s in Education, SPED End. 
Highly Qualified & Licensed, Christian Family Home Provider 

303-880-9058 Monument, CO 80132 
www.leapsnbounds.biz 
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By Jim Kendrick
On Jan. 15, General Manager 
Kip Petersen gave the Donala 
Water and Sanitation District 
(WSD) board a detailed review 
of the final 2014 annual financial 
report. He noted that water sales 
revenue from lawn irrigation was 
$197,000 (6.8 percent) under 
budget due to a much wetter year 
than the preceding drought years. 
However other revenues were 
higher than budgeted: auto tax 
revenue was up by $65,000 (70.2 
percent), Triview tap fee reim-
bursements were up by $65,000 
(127 percent), and miscellaneous 
revenue was up by $68,580 (457 
percent) due to a 2013 hail dam-
age insurance reimbursement and 
a $15,000 Mountain View Elec-
tric Association capital credit. 

Total operating expenditures 
were $1.1 million (20.3 percent) 
less than budgeted and total capi-
tal project s were $1.14 million 
(63.6 percent) less than budgeted. 
Overall, total revenues of $6.02 
million (16.3 percent under bud-
get) exceeded total expenses of 
$4.94 million (31.2 percent under 
budget) by 21.8 percent. 

The board accepted the 2014 
annual financial report and 2014 
annual Chandler Asset Manage-
ment report as presented. 

Directors Bill George, Dave 
Powell, Ken Judd, Bill Nance, 
and Bob Denny were all present. 
The district’s consultant engi-
neer, Katie Fendel of Leonard 
Rice Engineers Inc. in Denver, 
attended the meeting. 

Manager’s report
The board unanimously approved 
renewal of the annual schedule 
of board meetings and posting 
locations notice, which was es-
sentially unchanged from 2014. 
Donala’s board meetings are nor-
mally held on the third Thursday 
of the month at 1:30 p.m. The 
two exceptions in 2015 are the 
June meeting on June 11 and the 

Nov. 19 meeting is a workshop at 
9 a.m. The Donala posting loca-
tions are still the district office at 
15850 Holbein Drive, People’s 
National Bank on the south end 
of Gleneagle Drive, and the Loaf-
N-Jug on Gleneagle Drive, next 
to the district drop box. 

Petersen briefed the board 
on the first Pikes Peak Regional 
Water Authority (PPRWA) 
board meeting held on Jan. 7. 
PPRWA’s legislative liaison 
Dick Brown reviewed the state 
Legislature’s activities to date, 
the new state water plan (http:
//coloradowaterplan.com/), two 
bills related to water right quan-
tification, and a bill on ditch 
tailwater. The following PPRWA 
board officers were elected:
• President – Jessie Shaffer, 

Woodmoor WSD
• Vice President – Kip Pe-

tersen, Donala WSD
• Treasurer – Roy Heald, Se-

curity WSD
• Secretary – Ann Nichols, 

Forest Lakes Metro District
Petersen said he and Direc-

tor Denny would attend the an-
nual three-day Colorado Water 
Congress Conference in Denver 
on Jan. 28. He said Donala’s 
biggest problem is water storage, 
noting that the Reuter-Hess Dam 
is the only regional reservoir that 
has been built in the past 20 years 
due to the expenses and delays 
caused by environmental impact 
statements and advocacy groups. 

Fendel noted that the cur-
rent estimated cost of expand-
ing Chatfield Reservoir, located 
in Chatfield State Park on the 
southwest side of Denver, by 75 
percent after a decade of stud-
ies is about $160 million. The 
average level of the water stored 
in the reservoir would go up 
12 feet, requiring expenses for 
replacing wetlands and fisher-
ies, and rebuilding nearly all of 
Chatfield’s recreational facilities, 
cottonwood trees, roads, and 

parking areas that will become 
submerged. She said the Audu-
bon Society is suing the state to 
prevent the Chatfield expansion. 

The Chatfield Reservoir 
expansion proposed by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers would 
add 20,600 acre-feet to its maxi-
mum storage capacity. After the 
expansion, the level of the reser-
voir will go up and down 19 feet. 
The expansion would provide on 
average additional 8,500 acre-
feet of water per year for city 
and industrial use. An acre-foot 
is 325,851 gallons. An average 
household uses 0.4 acre-feet of 
water per year. The expansion 
would provide water for about 
21,000 houses on average. 

The board held a lengthy 
technical discussion on the tech-
nical, political, and legal issues 
involved in protecting special 
district water rights and uses 
from the proposals in the state 
water plan for the state to be 
able to expropriate temporarily 
unused adjudicated surface water 
rights.

Petersen presented pre-
liminary results of his Donala 
water consumption review that 
showed well water production, 
Willow Creek Ranch surface 
water production, summer ir-
rigation restrictions, and water 
rates over the last 13 years. He 
said this is too short a time period 
to draw any definitive statisti-
cally reliable conclusions about 

how Donala’s escalating tiered 
rate system is influencing total 
water consumption compared to 
drought or high rainfall during 
the irrigation season or limiting 
irrigation two times per week. 

Petersen reported the cur-
rent ownership shares of Up-
per Monument Creek Regional 
Wastewater Treatment Facility, 
now that Triview Metropolitan 
District has paid off Donala’s 
construction loan that it needed 
to pay for Triview’s share of 
the cost of the recent expansion 
and switch to a sequenced batch 
reactor process: Donala—38.9 
percent, Forest Lakes Metro 
District—17.1 percent, and 
Triview Metro District—44.0 
percent

Petersen reported chang-
ing the district’s insurance car-
rier for comparable or improved 
2015 coverage from Cincin-

nati Insurance Co. of Littleton 
to Travelers Insurance with a 
savings of $13,853. 

Willow Creek 
Ranch update

There was a lengthy technical 
discussion between Petersen and 
the board on continuing negotia-

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Jan. 15

Total revenues down less than total expenses in 2014

�Confident Kid 
Karate Course�

Two Private Lessons, 
Uniform, and White 

Belt Test. $17 
2X Money Back 

Guarantee!  
Fitness, Self-
Defense Skills,  
and Confidence.  
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(719) 360-9559
www.freedomschool.com
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By Harriet Halbig
The Board of Education discussed a 

strategic plan for technology and curricu-
lum, recognized athletic accomplishments, 

and learned of achievement by exceptional 
students and English learners at its Jan. 15 
meeting.

Strategic Plan Update
Curriculum/Instruction Director Sheila 
Beving spoke to the board about con-
tinuing consideration of technology and 
curriculum. She said that the board has 
positioned the district to use some of its 
resources to improve the technology posi-
tion of the district.

As examples, she mentioned the bio-
medical and astronomy classes in which 
students have created multi-media reports 
and used interactive materials. She said 
that students in these classes have been 
much more eager to complete their proj-
ects and are generally more engaged than 
in traditional classes.

The initial need is to achieve univer-
sal access to curricular materials. The next 
step is to ensure that this access if safe, 
which will require professional develop-
ment.

A consultant from an adjoining dis-
trict has been engaged to determine priori-
ties as the district goes forward.

Board President Mark Pfoff com-
mented that technology is now holding 
the district back because of lack of overall 
strategy. He said that the issue must be ad-
dressed before the end of the school year. 
He asked Superintendent Karen Brofft to 
return with options for action at the next 
meeting.

Exceptional Student 
Services update

Director of Exceptional Student Services 
Mary Anne Fleury reported that, for the 
first time, she has access to growth data 
for students with disabilities. She said that 
there is a great advantage to looking at this 
population in terms of growth, rather than 
just proficiency.

She demonstrated that students in the 
district were superior to the state average 
in terms of both growth and proficiency.

Fleury said that the department will 
continue to focus on the Multi-Tiered 
System of Support (MTSS) to continue 
such progress. Actions will include profes-
sional development, identification of suit-
able materials, and coping with the mental 
health needs of students with disabilities.

English Language Learners (ELL) 
Director Stephanie Johnson reported that 
assessments of the ELL population will 
be administered with paper and pencil 
this year, and by computer in the future. 
Assessments will be completed in mid-
February.

Students are evaluated on the basis of 
the abilities to listen, speak, read and write 
in English.

Johnson explained that measuring 
growth in the ELL population is difficult 
because students are constantly leaving 
the program as they gain proficiency, and 
entering it as they move to the district.

The ELL program offers a summer 
program to further the skills of its stu-
dents.

Communications Audit 
Survey update

Consultant Kyndra Wilson reported on 
results of the recent survey of students, 
parents, staff and community members 
regarding the district’s communications 
program. She said that there were 1,073 
responses from insiders and 101 from the 
community.

By Harriet Halbig
The District Accountability Advisory Com-
mittee of Lewis-Palmer School District 38 
discussed the Unified Improvement Plans 
(UIPs) for Bear Creek Elementary School 
and Lewis-Palmer Middle School at its 
Jan. 13 meeting.

Bear Creek Elementary UIP
Principal Peggy Parsley explained the plan 
for Bear Creek Elementary. 

The school was rated as “meets” in 
the categories of academic achievement, 
academic growth, and academic growth 
gaps and met the 95 percent test participa-
tion requirement. Strengths in the school’s 
evaluation include reading for English 
learners and students needing to catch up, 
which were rated as “exceeds.”

Weaknesses are in math for those on 
free/reduced-price lunch, math for stu-
dents with disabilities (“does not meet”), 
and students needing to catch up. In writ-
ing, those on free/reduced lunch, students 
with disabilities, and students needing to 
catch up were rated as “approaching.”

Parsley explained that students with 
disabilities, students needing to catch up, 
and English learners had progressed from 
“does not meet” to “approaching” in math 
since last year, proving that present efforts 
are effective.

In the area of math, the UIP states 
that instructional strategies appear to be a 
problem, along with the fact that a num-

ber of students entering the district were 
unfamiliar with the math vocabulary. The 
school instituted the use of Math Triumphs 
for fourth- and fifth-graders to offer inter-
vention for students struggling in math. 
Students also had access to web-based 
practice opportunities that could be used 
at home or at school. An instructional 
coach was added to the team to assist with 
instructional strategies.

In the area of writing, it was deter-
mined that insufficient time was being 
devoted to this skill. There is also a lack 
of intervention services for writing. To 
remedy this, the school is using an in-
structional literacy coach funded by Title 
IIa federal funding and the Every Child a 
Writer program.

Lewis-Palmer 
Middle School UIP

Lewis-Palmer Middle School was rated 
as “meets” for academic achievement and 
academic growth and as “approaching” 
in academic growth gaps. This school 
also met the 95 percent test participation 
requirement.

The school set targets for growth in 
math and writing for students with dis-
abilities. While they did not reach targets, 
growth was achieved.

The UIP states that an area that needs 
improvement is increased monitoring and 
goal setting, following by research-based 
interventions. The need for monitoring is 

increased by the fact that, as a two-year 
school, the students being monitored 
change frequently and prompt action is 
required.

An additional goal for teachers is to 
have more training in differentiation of 
instruction, accepting the fact that students 
have various learning styles. By acknowl-
edging this fact and using various styles 
of presentation, performance should im-
prove, according to the UIP. Careful moni-
toring of the achievement of all students 
will increase.

Legislative update
Board liaison John Magerko distributed in-
formation on recent legislative activity in-
volving schools. He reported on activities 
of a task force regarding assessments and 
the possibility of eliminating all testing for 
high school seniors and a reduction in the 
testing of juniors, although still requiring 
ACT for juniors. The conversation contin-
ues, he said.

The State Board of Education voted to 
allow school districts to seek waivers from 
administering parts of the PARCC test 
scheduled for March. The state attorney 
general responded by saying that the state 
board did not have the authority to suggest 
such action.

Campus introduction: Lewis-
Palmer Elementary School

Principal Kim Blair of Lewis-Palmer 
Elementary school gave a brief overview 

of her campus, which was the location of 
the meeting. Lewis-Palmer Elementary 
(LPES) has a student population of 439 
and a teacher/student ratio of 22 to 1. 
The facility was built in 1973 as a middle 
school.

Due to the number of students on free/
reduced lunch, LPES qualifies for Title I 
federal funding. This year the funds were 
used to create an intensive intervention 
studio and gifted/talented programs.

In addition to school-day offerings, 
there are many extracurricular activities, 
including Lego Robotics, Rubik’s Cube, 
cooking, crochet, basketball, and chess 
instruction. These activities are offered by 
teachers and parents.

Community involvement opportuni-
ties include movie nights, a carnival, book 
fairs, and an art show. The school is also 
planning a culture day, which will include 
an assembly with dancers from various 
cultures and presentations by parents from 
various cultures.

**********
The District Accountability Advisory 

Committee meets at 7 p.m. on the second 
Tuesday of each month. Locations vary. 
The Feb. 10 meeting will be at Monu-
ment Academy, 1150 Village Ridge Point, 
Monument.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

tions with Pueblo County for a state 1041 
permit to transport Donala’s Willow Creek 
Ranch renewable surface water from 
storage in the Pueblo Reservoir through 
the Colorado Springs Utilities Southern 
Delivery System pipeline. Pueblo County 
is still asking for more information from 
Donala before making a determination on 
Donala’s application for the 1041 permit 
based on an exemption or finding of no 
specific impact. Pueblo County has asked 

Donala to again provide “information as to 
what authority and discretion that Donala 
has now or can potentially have to fund, 
construct, or regulate the discharge and 
control of stormwater within its existing 
and proposed service areas.” 

Note: Donala is solely a water and 
sanitation district and has no stormwater 
authority or responsibility in its service 
plan, much less any obligation to perform 
any stormwater treatment. El Paso County 

is responsible for stormwater within the 
Donala service area. Donala is virtu-
ally built out and no significant changes 
in stormwater runoff will occur within its 
service area. 

The board asked Petersen to schedule 
a board workshop to discuss this issue in 
depth in February. 

The board went into executive session 
at 3:40 p.m. to discuss a personnel matter.

**********
The next meeting will be held at 1:30 

p.m. on Feb. 19 in the district conference 
room at 15850 Holbein Drive. Meetings 
are normally held on the third Thursday of 
the month. Information: 488-3603 or http:
//www.donalawater.org/.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me. 

Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education, Jan. 15

Board discusses strategic plan for technology and curriculum, hears
reports about exceptional student services and English learners

District Accountability Advisory Committee, Jan. 13

Committee discusses Bear Creek Elementary 
and Lewis-Palmer Middle School UIPs
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A few of the conclusions she 
drew were
• When people want informa-

tion, they ask each other. 
People generally feel well 
informed about decisions.

• Respondents are dissatisfied 
with searchability of dis-
trict websites. They prefer 
Infinite Campus to School 
Fusion.

• About half of the respon-
dents use online calendars 
and half read newspapers. 
Most use social media.

Recommendations 
include

• Establish standards for 
teacher use of School Fu-
sion

• Create a function to allow 
users to select a school and 
types of activities on which 
they wish to be updated

• Remove outdated material 
from L-Pedia

• Build a master calendar 

which can be printed by 
users. Add the ability to 
determine the types of ac-
tivities which appear on the 
calendar.

• Post district and event news 
in social media. Elicit a re-
sponse from these postings 
to determine how many 
individuals are reading it.

• Use print with care. Print 
should reinforce online in-
formation.

• Pitch news stories about dis-
trict events to newspapers.

• Use only television for 
broadcast.
Contract for Reading 

Support Program discussed
Prairie Winds Elementary School 
Principal Aileen Finnegan 
explained a results learning 
program being considered for 
elementary school students with 
significant reading disabilities.

She said that there is state 
funding for such support but 

restrictions on ways in which it 
may be used. The Hill Springs 
School in Colorado Springs and 
the Colorado Literacy Center 
also offer tutoring. The Take 
Flight program has been judged 
too expensive, although limited 
success was seen last year.

Finnegan said that Results 
Learning will partner with the 
district’s child care program 
(Kids Adventures) to provide 
tutoring after school hours using 
programs approved by the Colo-
rado Department of Education. 
This program would include 60 
students for one to two hours, 
three days a week. The students 
will have free access to child 
care before and after the tutor-
ing. Funding will be provided 
by the state. 

This action requires board 
support.

Finnegan stressed that 
the students are not those who 
would necessarily otherwise 
be in child care, but those who 
need the help. She said the pro-
gram would involve a ten week 
commitment. A small registra-
tion fee will be administered to 

ensure commitment.
The Board approved the 

proposal as part of its consent 
agenda.

Budget Update
Assistant Superintendent Cheryl 
Wangeman reported that there 
may be 700 homes built in the 
next few years, which could sig-
nificantly change the demograph-
ics of the district.

She also reported that 
possible BEST grants are 
being considered to assist 
with maintenance of district 
facilities and to remain in 
alignment with state re-
quirements.

A soft boundary be-
tween Lewis Palmer El-
ementary School and Bear 
Creek Elementary is under 
consideration.

Wangeman said that 
last year’s outflow of stu-
dents to District 20 was a 

decrease from the previous year, 
which the inflow from Douglas 
County increased by 50.

Wangeman further reported 
that the district includes 163 
students fewer than projected 
while preparing the budget. The 
governor’s proposed budget is 
still being analyzed as the legis-
lature considers his proposal for 

Think your 401(k) is a smart idea? 

I�ll compare your 401(k) to a �tax free� 
option. Then you decide for yourself. 

Email me for more information 

Monument Insurance Agency 
Patrick.daugharty@aligngroupins.com

719-650-7002
www.trilakesinsured.com 

Above (Left to right) Mariah 
Evans, Alexa Smith, and 
Coach Susan Odenbaugh 
of the championship 
Lewis-Palmer High School 
Womens Volleyball Team. 
Photo by Harriet Helbig.

Above: The Lewis-Palmer High School poms dance team 
was recognized as having the highest combined grade point 
average of any team in its division by the Colorado High 
School Activities Association. The girls’ average GPA is 3.6. 
Lewis-Palmer High School Poms Dance Team includes, left to 
right in the front row, Morgan Dougan, Ashley Cherry, Lindsey 
Purdham,, Abegail Beatty, Madelyn Trujillo, Catherine Witt. In 
the back row, left to right, are Erika Peterson, Raevyn Quezado, 
Kayla Jeffery, Devynn Ritchie, Emma Clothier, Laura Nolt, and 
Coach Marlene Beatty. Photo by Harriet Halbig.
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Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, Jan. 20

Station 3 appraised higher than two purchase offers

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, Jan. 28

New personnel policy authority approved

By Nancy Wilkins
At the Jan. 20 Donald Wescott Fire Protection District 
board meeting, Directors Greg Gent, Joyce Hartung, Bo 
McAllister, and John Fredell received a formal appraisal 
of Station 3, heard the 2014 year-end report from Assistant 
Chief Scott Ridings, approved the meeting minutes and 
financial reports for November and December, and went 
into executive session to discuss the possibility of selling 
Station 3. 

Station 3 appraised more than 
$120,000 from highest offer

After receiving two offers to purchase Station 3, the board 
decided at the Dec. 2 board meeting to acquire a formal 
appraisal of the building and property. Certified General 
Appraiser Andrew D. Link took three comparative prop-
erty values from homes sold in 2014, each located within 
one-half mile from the station. The appraised value for 
Station 3 was more than $200,000, well above the two 
offers of $81,700 and $40,000 presented to the board in 
December.

Station 3 is located at 15000 Sun Hills Drive. The 
building has two separate garages, the largest of which is 
about 1,400 square feet. The floor plan sketch also shows 
an upstairs meeting room measuring about 20 by 20 feet. 
The board is expected to continue discussing selling Sta-
tion 3 at the next meeting. 

Calls increased 6 percent in 2014 
Assistant Chief Ridings presented the board with the 2014 

year-end report listing 2,213 calls in 2014, a 6 percent 
increase over the 2,087 calls in 2013. Fire Chief Vinny 
Burns and Ridings said that as the age and population of 
district residents increase, the number of medical calls 
increase. 

The report shows the total number of calls made in 
2014 by each day of the week. Monday was the highest 
call day with 362 calls. There were 340 calls on Tuesday, 
347 on Wednesday, 298 on Thursday, 334 on Friday, 294 
on Saturday, and 238 on Sunday. 

According to the year-end report, the majority of calls 
were for emergency medical services. Another 117 EMS 
calls included vehicle accidents, seven calls included a 
motor vehicle accident with a pedestrian, and 28 calls 
were for carbon monoxide detector alarms. The report also 
showed two lighting strikes without fire and one severe 
weather or natural disaster standby. 

When an emergency call comes in, the district knows 
if the location has fire hydrants, so before the firefighters 
leave the station they can add the right equipment to the 
emergency vehicles, Riding said. A copy of the report 
with more detailed information should be available at the 
office. 

Financial report 
Administrative Assistant Stacey Popovich presented the 
bank balances for November and December. November 
balances show Peoples National Bank, $38,862; PNP Col-
orado Peak Fund, $180,109; Colorado Trust, $439,409, 

and Wells Fargo Public Trust, $587,702. 
December balances show Peoples National Bank, 

$37,385; PNP Colorado Peak Fund, $180,124; Colorado 
Trust, $439,411; and Wells Fargo Public Trust, $425,737. 
Popovich said the district should expect an additional 
$50,000 from unused funds from 2014 to carry forward 
to 2015.

Lieutenants from the Sheriff’s Office 
visit Wescott

Chief Burns said Wescott recently received visitors from 
Sheriff Bill Elder’s office. Burns said the welcomed visit 
was a significant improvement in communication “in only 
two weeks.” Elder recently became the new sheriff for El 
Paso County, taking the oath of office in January. The two 
departments can share dispatch information. 

The board went into executive session, with Gent cit-
ing Colorado Revised Statute 24-6-402 (4) (a). to discuss 
selling Station 3. According to Popovich, the meeting 
ended after the executive session at about 8:33 p.m. with 
continued plans to sell Station 3. 

**********
The Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 

of Directors’ next meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. Feb. 
17 at 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Please call 488-8680, a 
non-emergency number, for more information, or visit 
www.wescottfire.org. The district is also on Facebook.  

Nancy Wilkins can be reached at 
nancywilkins@ocn.me

By Lisa Hatfield
At the first meeting in its new location at the Monument Town 
Hall on Jan. 28, the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection Dis-
trict (TLMFPD) board approved the use of a new online policy 
authority and discussed a related proposed change to policy on 
organizational structure and communications.

Policy authority approved
Monument Fire Chief Chris Truty proposed the use of a more 
dynamic policy authority manual to replace the existing per-
sonnel manual, last approved in 2011, that was in the process 
of being updated when he arrived in May 2013. Truty said 
that a single document like the existing one cannot keep up 
with an organization like TLMFPD that is undergoing change 
regularly. 

Something like Lexipol, which is a subscription provider 
of state-specific policies and verifiable policy training for pub-
lic safety organizations, will be used instead. It provides indi-
vidual policy templates for the district to use and eventually 
customize after being reviewed by staff.

Also, currently, the chief was “ effectively prohibited 
from making any formal changes to the organization without 
the board’ s approval.”  He asked the board to expand policy 
change approval authority to include the fire chief on those 
policies that are related to operations. 

Truty noted on a list of about 170 Lexipol policies which 
ones might be changed only with board approval, chief’ s ap-
proval, or with a combination of those with input from staff. 
A lengthy discussion resulted in which the board, the chief, 
and the union asked who had the ultimate authority to make 
a decision whenever a disagreement arose. It circled back to 
the Policy 300 discussion (below) that was not voted on at this 
meeting but will be revisited in February.

The district’ s union representatives clearly stated their 
viewpoint regarding the proposed changes. Firefighter Mike 
Keough, vice president of Local 4319 of the International 
Association of Firefighters (IAFF) union, said that instead of 
an online document that could change more frequently, they 
preferred having a black-and-white document they could refer 

to as needed when they had an on-the-job question without 
wondering “ what the district policy was today.”  

Franz Hankins, union president, said the union needed to 
have input about changes concerning wages, working condi-
tions, benefits, and health and safety issues. The union would 
want mediation from the board when there is disagreement 
between the operational chain of command and the union fire-
fighters or staff.

The consensus of the board and Truty was that the Lexipol 
items, which are written from a “ best practices standpoint,”  
still needed to be reviewed from their boilerplate form to be 
customized for use in TLMFPD and this would take up to two 
years, but that the policy was a good starting place.

Secretary Mike Smaldino suggested some changes to 
Truty’ s list of when the board, the staff, and the union would 
provide official input to any changes in a policy. The board 
unanimously approved the adoption of the new policy authority 
including those changes.

Organizational structure
and communications

In a closely-related topic that was discussed but not voted on, 
Policy 300, Truty recommended the creation of a subcommit-
tee to provide an alternate channel of communication for when 
disagreements arise within the district between the operational 
chain of command and the staff.

Truty’ s memo stated, “ It is widely accepted by district 
staff that two of the factors that contributed to the district’ s 
need for leadership change was the abuse of authority and a 
failure of the chain-of-command. Past discussion at district 
board meetings has been about preventing these failures from 
occurring again, especially if the failure is at the district’ s high-
est leadership levels. Assuring staff that leadership at all levels, 
including the board, is committed to solid organizational lead-
ership, appropriate authority, and healthy chain-of-command is 
a primary message that is regularly sent to staff.” 

The board consensus was that the preferred course of ac-
tion was that staff would talk to the chief first when there was a 
problem. But in times of disagreement, the proposed subcom-

mittee would allow for communication between staff and the 
board of directors directly. It would consist of two members 
of the Board of Directors, two TLMFPD IAFF 4319 members, 
and one non-union member. Otherwise, staff members are not 
supposed to initiate contact with the board without having first 
informed the chief.

The board and the union planned to discuss the policy 
again at the next meeting.

Chief’ s report
Truty informed the directors that revenues were $350,000 
over what had been budgeted in 2014 due to increased specific 
ownership taxes. He asked the board for direction on how to 
allocate the serendipitous funds. After some discussion, the 
consensus was to finish paying for extra vacation time that had 
been accrued by staff (a statutory requirement), increase the 
fund balance for the emergency operation of the district from 
53 days to 60 days, and move up the new or re-chassied ambu-
lance purchase by one year.

Fire Marshal John Vincent discussed home sprinkler sys-
tems and home insurance companies.

Truty said that the recent weeklong academy to train two 
temporary firefighters used a template made by Keough that 
worked well and will be used again for new hires in the future.

The new EMS fee plan agreed upon by Palmer Lake Vol-
unteer Fire Department Chief Margo Humes and Truty is going 
well, and the relationship between PLFVD and TLMFPD is 
very positive, Truty said.

Financial report 
Treasurer John Hildebrandt’ s report included the district’ s 
bank statements as of Dec. 31 showing an account balance of 
$2.19 million in five separate accounts.

**********
The next meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 

Feb. 25 in the Monument Town Hall at 645 Beacon Lite Road. 
Meetings are usually held the fourth Wednesday of each month. 
For information, contact Jennifer Martin at 719-484-0911.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me. 

an additional $200 million for education.
The forecast for the state is stronger employment and 

housing.
Wangeman said that the goals of the Board include 

improved technology, improved communication and a 
number of capital improvements to include water systems, 
roadwork, windows, a cooling tower at Lewis-Palmer 
High School, and the purchase of additional busses.

Nutritional Services continues to be profitable despite 
going off of federal funding for the high schools.

Special Recognitions
Lewis-Palmer High School Principal Sandi Brandl intro-
duced women’s volleyball coach Susan Odenbaugh and 
team members Alexa Smith and Mariah Evans. Oden-
baugh has been selected as MaxPreps Coach of the year as 
well as Gazette Coach of the Year. Alexa has been named 
MaxPreps Player of the Year in addition to several other 
awards and Mariah has been named to the MaxPreps Un-
derclass All-American Girls Volleyball Team and was a 
finalist for PrepVolleyball.com Player of the Year.

The Lewis-Palmer High School poms dance team 

was recognized as having the highest combined grade 
point average of any team in its division by the Colorado 
High School Activities Association. The girls’ average 
GPA is 3.6.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education meets at 6 
p.m. on the third Thursday of each month in the district’s 
learning center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. The next 
meeting will be on February 19.
Harriet Halbig may be reached at harriethalbig@ocn.me.
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By Jim Kendrick
On Jan. 16, the board of the Baptist Road Rural Trans-
portation Authority (BRRTA) unanimously suspended 
collection of its road use fee for now even though it was 
BRRTA’s main source of operating revenue, other than 
interest on savings accounts. The BRRTA road use fee had 
become a form of dual taxation on development after El 
Paso County imposed its own county-wide traffic impact 
fee two years ago. Developers and the Town of Monument 
had complained to the county that simultaneous imposi-
tion of two separate road use impact fees was slowing 
down commercial and residential development. The sus-
pension of the impact fee is retroactive to Dec. 18, 2014. 

The BRRTA board consists of two elected officials of 
the Town of Monument and three elected El Paso County 
officials. The current members are Monument Mayor Pro 

Tem Jeff Kaiser (chair), Monument Mayor Rafael Domin-
guez, County Commissioners Darryl Glenn and Dennis 
Hisey, and County Assessor Steve Schleiker. This was 
the first BRRTA meeting for Schleiker, replacing former 
Clerk and Recorder Wayne Williams, who was elected to 
become the Colorado secretary of state on Nov. 4. 

BRRTA CPA Carrie Bartow filled in for BRRTA 
District Manager Denise Denslow (both work for Clif-
tonLarsonAllen LLP). Henceforth, the El Paso County 
staff will serve as BRRTA’s administrative staff at no 
cost to BRRTA’s taxpayers, in return for BRRTA giving 
up its road use fee revenue stream to induce more rapid 
development of the Baptist Road corridor. However, the 
temporary BRRTA one-cent sales tax must remain in place 
to pay off the principal and interest on the privately held 
bonds that financed construction of the state’s I-25 Baptist 

Road Intersection (Exit 158) when it became apparent that 
the state would have no road construction funds available 
for this project for decades. The taxpayers of BRRTA ap-
proved the temporary sales tax for 20 years to pay off the 
bonds issued to finance construction of the interchange. 

See http://ocn.me/v6n12.htm#brrta and http://ocn.me/
v7n6.htm#brrta for more information. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:43 p.m.
**********

The next meeting will be held on at 2:30 p.m. on May 
8 at Monument Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. Meet-
ings are normally held on the second Friday of the second 
month of the quarter. Information: 884-8017. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me. 

Board of County Commissioners, Jan. 15

County open burning ordinance approved

Lifting Spirits Adult/Senior Day Service 

Open House: First Monday of each month 
Caregivers, find out how to 

make your life easier. 
Refreshments served. 

755 Highway 105 
(719) 488-1415 

liftingspirits@qwestoffice.net 
www.liftingspiritscare.net 

Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority, Jan. 16

Road use fee collection suspended

By Allison Colburn
On Jan. 15, the El Paso County Board of County Commis-
sioners gave final approval to an open burning ordinance 
designed to protect the safety of county citizens and pre-
vent wildfires. A request for such an ordinance was made 
earlier this year by Black Forest residents who were con-
cerned when they saw large piles of slash and debris be-
ing burned near their homes. After the devastating Black 
Forest Fire, the burning brought up fears that another fire 
could be recklessly ignited. 

The ordinance, effective now, places emphasis on 
vegetation management burning—fires intentionally used 
for grassland or forest management. Anyone who wishes 
to conduct vegetation management burning must obtain 
an open burning air quality permit from the county Health 
Department in addition to an open burning permit from the 

Sheriff’s Office. When an open burning air quality permit 
is obtained, the Health Department will automatically 
send a request to the Sheriff’s Office, reducing the time it 
takes to obtain the permit. The open burning permit will 
then be sent electronically or by first class mail.

Open burns must also comply with all state and local 
fire district rules and regulations. They must be directly 
attended by a competent person with appropriate extin-
guishing equipment and they must be at least 50 feet away 
from any buildings or combustible fences. Those with an 
open burning permit should notify their neighbors and call 
the Sheriff’s Office at 719-390-5555 when they decide on 
a date and time to conduct the burn. The permit can be 
revoked at any time.

Black Forest Fire/Rescue Protection District Chief 
Bryan Jack attended the Jan. 15 BOCC meeting and 

acknowledged his and the Black Forest district’s sup-
port for the ordinance. He added, “In looking through 
the ordinance, it strikes a nice balance between several 
government entities. It hasn’t precluded anyone, everyone 
has a say, and we’re still protecting personal and private 
property rights.”

Commissioner Littleton was optimistic about El Paso 
County’s ability to combat fires. In the meeting, she men-
tioned that the county now has aircraft available that can 
be dispatched within 20 minutes, has infrared capabilities, 
and can see through smoke at 5,000 feet. 

The full ordinance may be found online at http:
//news.elpasoco.com/Documents/EPC%20Open%20Burn
ing%20Ordinance.pdf.

Allison Colburn can be reached at 
allisoncolburn@ocn.me.

NEPCO, Jan. 10

County assessor discusses office’s activities
By Larry Oliver (NEPCO president)

A discussion of county assessment activities high-
lighted El Paso County Assessor Steve Schleiker’s 
presentation at the Northern El Paso County Coali-
tion of Community Associations (NEPCO) general 
membership meeting on Jan. 10. 

Schleiker, an El Paso County resident since 
1975, said his staff totals 51personnel, including 48 
full-time and three part-time employees. He has 20 
appraisers that handle residential, commercial, vacant 
land, agriculture, and business personal property. 
This encompasses over 265,000 parcels. 2013 was 
used as an example of property values. At that time, 
the market value of taxable and exempt property in 
the county was $60.50 billion, and the assessed value 
was $6.33 billion. 

Schleiker also said that his staff is working on the 
2015 reappraisal and is currently studying sales that 
occurred from July 1, 2012 through June 30, 2014, 
which includes a study of 20 Economic Areas (EA) 
in the county. This included:
• EA1  (Security, Widefield, Fountain)
• EA2  (Skyway, Ivywild, Broadmoor, Cheyenne 

Hills, Stratton Meadows)
• EA3  (Stratton Meadows, Park Hill)
• EA4  (Eastborough, Valley Hi, Pikes Peak Park, 

Southborough)
• EA5  (Pleasant Valley, Mesa, Westside, Midland, 

Crystal Park, Bear Creek Park, Manitou Springs, 
Garden of the Gods, Cedar Heights, Cascade, 
Chipita Park, Green Mountain Falls, Ute Pass)

Real property sales in the study areas during this period 
totaled 26,339, including:
• 15,537 single-family residence sales
• 1,168 condo sales
• 2,059 townhome sales
• 6,813 vacant land sales

• 762 commercial sales countywide 
Schleiker’s office is still working on the 2015 

reappraisal. However, on a countywide average it is 
initially seeing slight increases to property values. 

Schleiker also provided important County Asses-
sor’s Office dates. These included:
May 1: Real Property Notices of Value mailed to all 

property owners and the start of real property 
appeals.

June 1: Deadline for property owner to submit real 
property appeal to his office.

June 15:  Personal Property/Oil and Gas/
Drilling Rig Notices of Value mailed.

June 30: Deadline for property owner to submit per-
sonal property appeal to his office.

July 1: Deadline for his office to mail Notice of De-
terminations on real property to property owners 
who have appealed.

July 10: Start of County Board of Equal-
ization (Real and Personal Property) deadline 
to mail Notice of Determinations on Personal 
Property/Oil and Gas/Drilling Rigs

July 20: Deadline for property owners to file 
to County Board of Equalization 

Aug. 5: County Board of Equalization (CBOE) con-
cludes hearings no later than 30 days after CBOE 
decision—appeals from CBOE decisions must 

be filed with BAA, District Court, or BOCC for 
binding arbitration.

The next NEPCO meeting will be the second Satur-
day in March. �
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January Weather Wrap
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. 

He can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.
January was wet and a little warmer than normal, with 
three periods of active weather, interspersed with dry and 
mild weather. Winds were well-behaved during the month 
as well, with no major wind events. We did have a strong 
“Chinook” wind event that helped melt a lot of snow 
quickly, but overall winds did not reach damaging levels.

January started off cold and snowy, with tempera-
tures reaching well below zero each morning from the 1st 
through the 4th. Temperatures finally reached to freezing 
and barely above on the afternoons of the 3rd and 4th. 
Fresh snow on each day from the 1st through the 3rd 
accumulated anywhere from 5 to 8 inches of new snow. 
This also allowed the snowpack to build up substantially, 
reaching 8 to 12 inches around the region, making for 
some beautiful winter scenery.

The week of Jan. 5 started off mild and dry, with highs 
reaching the low to mid-50s on both the 5th and 6th. But 
we would be in for a weather roller coaster ride for the 
remainder of the week, starting with a quick-moving cold 
front on the 7th. High temperatures were reached at mid-
night, then fell through the day, with daytime highs only 
reaching the mid-teens. Dense fog, freezing drizzle, and 
some light snow filled in quickly and stuck around through 
the evening of the 7th. 

Westerly winds began to kick in just after midnight on 
the 8th, scouring out the low clouds and fog and allowing 
for clear skies and quiet weather through that afternoon 
ahead of another cold front. Low clouds and fog filled 
back in that afternoon, with dense fog, freezing drizzle, 
and flurries again affecting the area the rest of the 8th 
and through the 9th. Temperatures struggled to reach the 
low 20s on the 9th as we were stuck in the fog and low 
clouds. 

Again, westerly winds kicked in during the evening 
of the 9th, clearing out the fog and low clouds and allow-
ing for clear skies to return on the 10th. Temperatures 
rebounded as well, reaching the upper 40s that afternoon. 

Another, more organized storm system arrived during the 
afternoon of the 11th, with light snow filling in quickly. 
This system accumulated 2 to 3 inches of snow before 
midnight on the 12th, with even heavier amounts in town 
and around the east side of Colorado Springs, making for 
some slick roads around the region

The week of the 12th started off cool and unsettled, 
but dry and mild conditions moved in for the second half 
of the week. Temperatures on the 12th and 13th did not 
reach above freezing, with a little light snow accumulating 
as well. Areas of low clouds and fog added to the wintry 
feel each day as well. Temperatures were slightly warmer 
the next day, with mid-30s for highs, right about normal 
for the second week of January. Then, high pressure built 
in from the west/southwest over the rest of the week and 
into the weekend. This allowed temperatures to jump to 
above-normal levels, with highs in the 40s and 50s from 
the 15th through the 18th. We were mostly sunny and 
dry through the period. This would qualify as our typical 
“January thaw.”

Active weather started of the week of the 19th, then 
turned to quiet weather by the end of the week. Monday the 
19th started off a little warmer than normal, with highs in 
the upper 40s and high clouds at times. However, a storm 
was moving through the Southwestern U.S. and heading 
for Colorado, while at the same time cold air was moving 
from the north. These two storms came together over the 
region starting late on the 20th and continuing into the 
evening of the 21st. Snow fell, heavy at times, during the 
period, but winds were light most of the time. Most areas 
received a fresh 6 to 10 inches of snowfall, helping to push 
our monthly total to slightly above average levels. 

With the fresh snow on the ground and light winds, 
temperatures stayed in the 20s for highs on the 21st and 
22nd, with overnight lows dipping to around zero on the 
mornings of the 22nd and 23rd. High pressure began to 
build in for the rest of the week, with temperatures slowly 
moderating from the 30s on the 23rd to the upper 40s by 
the 25th. The warm up was slowed down as much of the 

sun’s energy was used up trying to melt the freshly fallen 
snow.

Mild weather quickly moved in over the next couple 
of days, with highs reaching into the upper 50s and even 
low 60s on the 26th and 27th. Temperatures on the 27th 
reached to daily record levels all along the Front Range. A 
storm system affected much of Colorado over the last two 
days of the month, but because the storm took a southerly 
track, we missed out on the heaviest snow. Light snow and 
fog were around at times on the 30th, with steadier snow 
from late morning through afternoon of the 31st. 

A look ahead
February is often a dry and cold month for the region as 
we move toward the snowy and unsettled conditions of 
March and April. Precipitation averages less than an inch, 
with average high temperatures in the 30s. It can get very 
cold in February with arctic air making strong pushes into 
the region, but days begin to get a little longer, which leads 
to some nice, sunny days and snow melts faster. 

January 2015 Weather Statistics
Average High   41.1° (+0.7°)

100-year return frequency value max 48.4° min 30.8°
Average Low   15.2° (+2.7°)

100-year return frequency value max 26.6° min 6.6°
Highest Temperature  62° on the 27th 

Lowest Temperature -9° on the 3rd 
Monthly Precipitation   0.99” 

(+0.33” 46% above normal)
100-year return frequency value max 1.56” min 0.01”

Monthly Snowfall        21.6” (+7.7”, 45% above normal)
Season to Date Snow 44.9” (-5.2”, 11% below normal) 

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip. 12.71” 

(+0.88”, 7% above normal) 
(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)

Heating Degree Days 1143 (-52)
Cooling Degree Days 0
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. He 

can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

Top weather events of 2014
By Bill Kappel

Arctic cold in early February
Very cold air moved into the Tri-Lakes region 
during the first week of February. Temperatures 
dropped below zero by 5 p.m. on the 4th and 
stayed there through the morning of the 6th. Lows 
bottomed out in the minus 20 range.

Another dry June
For the second year in a row, rainfall during June 
was well below normal, with most areas accu-
mulating less than an inch of rainfall during the 
month. Temperatures were also well above nor-
mal, topping out at about 90°F on the 30th. 

Wet summer
After a dry June, the Southwest monsoon kicked 

in with earnest, bringing wet conditions to the 
region in July and August. Some areas, especially 
on the southern side of the Palmer Divide and into 
Colorado Springs, received more than 10 inches of 
rainfall during the period.

Early cold in September, 
then warm through October

Cold air and a little snow made an early appear-
ance during the second week of September to end 
what had been a week and a half of wet weather. 
Temperatures dipped below freezing on the 12th 
and 13th. Temperatures warmed quickly after this 
and stayed mainly mild through the end of Octo-
ber.

Record November cold snap

After a quiet fall, record cold moved in during the 
second week of November. Temperatures dropped 
from the low 60s during the late morning hours of 
the 10th to the single digits by later that afternoon 
behind a strong cold front. Temperatures continued 
to fall over the next few days.

Cold to end the year
A final very cold air mass invaded the region 
during the last week of the year. Starting late on 
Christmas afternoon and extending through the 
New Year, temperatures were cold, reaching dou-
ble digits below zero on the 27th, 30th, and 31st. 
Highs stayed below zero on the 30th as well.
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. He 

can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.
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By Janet Sellers
“Inspiration exists, but it has to fi nd you working.” 

— Pablo Picasso
Recently, a federal government survey was published on 
peoples’ visits to the arts in the United States. The Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts (NEA) data showed Colorado 
was No. 2 nationally in the number of adults who visit 
visual arts venues, with 35-40 percent of our population 
attending art museum or art gallery venues annually. This 
is quite impressive, since Colorado has a smaller overall 
population than nearly all the other states in the top 10.

When children have access to art classes, the benefi ts 
are lifelong. The benefi ts derived from enjoyment in the 
arts by adults have a strong correlation to the access to 
the arts in their childhood, and is a leading factor for the 
remarkably high interest and attendance in Colorado.

With Colorado’s adults, who consistently rank highly 
in performing arts attendance, the shares that took classes 
as children or went to events in childhood are well above 
the national average—45.9 percent and 63.5 percent, 
respectively. The survey indicated a very strong correla-
tion with the arts and college grads,” a college graduate 
is nearly twice as likely to have taken an art class or les-
son in childhood than a high school graduate (59 percent 
compared to 32 percent). Adults of all racial and ethnic 
backgrounds reported similar rates of taking arts classes 
or lessons in the last year.

And the benefi ts to children and adults are not as re-
lated to parent income or social status as one might think. 
The survey indicated it was having access to the arts that 
made a huge difference lifelong to the people and to their 
community as a whole. I like to think that our wonderful 
outdoor art, on view all the time, contributes to all ages in 
their benefi ts from the arts. Actually, that’s a proven fact, 
too.

Here in our community, we have plenty of ongoing 

arts events, classes, and shows to enjoy all year round. If 
you have the interest and an idea, why not go ahead and 
join the fun. Here are some calls for artists you can get 
ready for now. Get out your paintbrush or your camera and 
go for it! Or, take a class and get ready, too. 

Upcoming art events and calls for artists
Tri-Lakes Views (TLV) is a local arts group dedicated 
to public art exhibits in the Tri-Lakes area. Tri-Lakes is 
the region north of Colorado Springs encompassing the 
municipalities of Monument and Palmer Lake as well as 
unincorporated northern El Paso County and is home to 
over 50,000 people. The current public art exhibit extends 
from Palmer Lake through Monument along the Santa Fe 
Trail and more, and is on view outdoors 24/7. Maps avail-
able at local shops.

TLV just announced its annual Call for Entries for its 
ARTSites. ARTSites is a yearlong, June-to-June outdoor 
sculpture on-loan exhibit displayed in the Tri-Lakes area. 
Due date is April 15. Details at: www.trilakesviews.org

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TCLA) exhibit, 
“Visions of Light” photography exhibit featuring the use 
of light in the artworks, March 3-28. Opening reception: 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. March 6. TCLA, 304 Highway 105, 
Palmer Lake.

Colorado Junior Duck Stamp Design Contest—
Call for student artists grades k-12. Time to start getting 
those great duck stamp artworks going! The 23rd annual 
student design contest is put on by the U.S. Department of 
the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service and each state. The 
due date for Colorado postmarked entries is March 15, 
and details about the program are available online at the 
Colorado link here: www.fws.gov/juniorduck.

Janet Sellers is a local artist and art teacher, and helps 
produce local arts programs. Her paintings and art 

sculptures are on view in local art venues and her public 

art is on view in Colorado and California cities. She can 
be reached via OCN at JanetSellers@OCN.me

By the staff at Covered Treasures
What can the innovators and the geniuses who rise to the 
top of their professions teach us ordinary humans? Some 
new books, ranging from politics and technology to war 
and religion, give us a glimpse of these people and the les-
sons they offer.

The Innovators: How a Group of 
Hackers, Geniuses, and Geeks Cre-
ated the Digital Revolution 
By Walter Isaacson (Simon & Schus-
ter) $35
What were the talents that allowed 
certain inventors and entrepreneurs 
to take creative leaps and turn their 
visionary ideas into realities? Why 
did some succeed and others fail? 
In this thrilling tale, Isaacson begins 
with Lord Byron’s daughter, who pio-

neered computer programming in the 1840s. He explores 
the fascinating personalities that created our current digital 
revolution, including John von Neumann, Bill Gates, Steve 
Wozniak, Steve Jobs, and Larry Page. For an era that seeks 
to foster innovation, creativity, and teamwork, The Innova-
tors shows how they happen. 
 
41: A Portrait of My Father
By George W. Bush (Crown Publishers) $28
George H.W. Bush’s life is a great American story. Follow-
ing Pearl Harbor and against his father’s wishes, he delayed 
college to pilot torpedo bombers in the Navy during World 
War II. After surviving enemy fi re, he returned home to 

marry his wartime sweetheart, make a name for himself 
in the oil business, and enter public service. George W. 
Bush describes his father’s eventful and remarkable three 
decades in politics, his service as a diplomat and CIA direc-
tor, his eight years as vice president, and fi nally his election 
as president in 1988. More than a biography, 41 provides 
insights into the lessons learned by a son from watching a 
man he admires and adores. 

The Great Reformer: Francis and the Making of a Radi-
cal Pope
By Austen Ivereigh (Henry Holt & Co.) $30
Based on extensive interviews and years of study, this is 
the story of Jorge Mario Bergoglio, the man who went from 
lower-middle-class child of Italian immigrants in Buenos 
Aires to spiritual leader of more than a billion Catholics 
worldwide. This biography sheds light on the infl uence of 
Argentina’s nationalist movement on Pope Francis and the 
inspiration provided by early Jesuit missionaries, his radi-
cal embrace of a Church for the poor, and the hair-raising 
tightrope he walked during the military dictatorship of the 
1970s. This thrilling account of one man’s journey through 
the intersection of faith and politics is the defi nitive account 
of how this radical pope came to be. 

Don’t Give Up, Don’t Give In: Lessons from an Extraor-
dinary Life
By Louis Zamperini & David Rensin (HarperCollins) 
$22.99
Zamperini reveals the essential values and lessons that sus-
tained him throughout his remarkable journey, chronicled 
in the biography, Unbroken. A 1936 Olympian and a world-

class miler, Zamperini put aside his superstar track career, 
volunteered for the army, and was thrust into the violent 
combat of World War II as a B-24 bombardier. His plane 
went down in the Pacifi c, where he survived, against all 
odds, drifting 2,000 miles in a small raft for 47 days. Cap-
tured by the Japanese, he courageously endured torture and 
psychological abuse for two years in a series of prisoner-of-
war camps and returned home to face more dark hours until 
his spiritual rebirth in 1949. 

Killing Patton
By Bill O’Reilly & Martin Dugard (Henry Holt & Co.) $30
O’Reilly recounts the dramatic fi nal months of World War 
II in Europe and Gen. Patton’s invaluable contributions to 
the Allied victory before his mysterious death in a car colli-
sion in December 1945. Patton had become known around 
the world as both an exalted commander and a controver-
sial hero, relieved of his duties by Gen. Eisenhower, in part 
because of his brusque manner and outspoken nature. For 
almost seventy years, there has been a suspicion that his 
death was not an accident—and may very well have been 
an act of assassination. This book reveals the true man and 
the many powerful people who wanted him dead.

These books may inspire you to great things, or simply 
entertain for a few hours, but it’s worth catching a glimpse 
of the lives of some of those who have changed our world. 
Until next month, happy reading.

The staff at Covered Treasures Bookstore can be contacted 
at books@ocn.me.

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

Life lessons from the famous

Letters to Our Community
Guidelines for letters to the editor are on page 31.

Disclamer:  The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the views of 
OCN even if the letter written is an OCN volunteer

Shop Monument for the Holidays 
thank you

Thank you to all the merchants who contributed to the to-
tally incredible gift baskets awarded to the winners of the 
Shop Monument for the Holidays contest. I’m glad Mad-

eline VanDenHoek organized this contest to encourage 
more “in your ZIP code shopping” by Tri-Lakes residents, 
and I hope the contest happens again next December, too. 
We have so many neat stores right here in our own area.
Lisa Hatfi eld  � 

Art Matters

Colorado is tops in arts attendance

The Innovators: How a Group of 
Hackers, Geniuses, and Geeks Cre-
ated the Digital Revolution 
By Walter Isaacson (Simon & Schus-
ter) $35
What were the talents that allowed 
certain inventors and entrepreneurs 
to take creative leaps and turn their 
visionary ideas into realities? Why 
did some succeed and others fail? 
In this thrilling tale, Isaacson begins 
with Lord Byron’s daughter, who pio-

Support 
Our Community.

 Shop 
Tri-Lakes!
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Above: Between Thanksgiving and Christmas in 
good weather and bad, the members of Monument 
Hill Kiwanis Club and its affiliates rang the bell for 
the Salvation Army. The community came through 
by donating $40,790 into the Red Kettles outside 
Monument’s Safeway and King Soopers grocery 

stores and Walmart department store. The amount 
of the 2014 donations set a record for the Tri-Lakes 
area Salvation Army contributions. Besides the 40-
plus members of Monument Hill Kiwanis Club who 
rang the bell, students from the Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School Kiwanis Builders Club and Lewis-Palmer 

High School Kiwanis Key Clubs and Boy Scouts 
from Monument’s Troop 17 also volunteered many 
hours to ring the bell. Monument Hill Kiwanis Club 
wishes to thanks all those who participated and the 
area stores who cooperated in this fundraiser for the 
Salvation Army. Photos by Warren Gerig.

Monument Hill Kiwanis Club and affiliates raise $ 40,790 for the salvation army

Snapshots of Our Community

Below Left: Brooklee, age 4, enjoyed a cup of hot 
chocolate near the ponds with her grandpa Larry 
Fariss at the Winterific event at Fox Run Regional 
park on Jan. 17. She also saw her first pinecone 
and made tracks in the snow, to her delight. Other 
children did crafts, played winter games, ate snacks, 
roasted marshmallows, went on walking tours with 
El Paso County nature guides, and saw wildlife 

displays. Winterific was organized to publicize the 
Friends of Fox Run Regional Park group, which 
arranged the creation of the dog run park at Fox Run. 
The group coordinates volunteer projects to help 
clean the park, has hosted summer concert series, 
and shares information with residents about county 
resources available to them. To join the Friends 
of Fox Run email list, write to Marilyn Gaffney at 

marigaff@earthlink.com. To become a sponsor in the 
Partners in the Park program toward maintenance 
of the parks, contact Dana Nordstrom, county parks 
outreach coordinator, at dananordstrom@elpasoco.
com or call (719) 520-6387. Also pictured: Other 
photos from the event. Photos by Lisa Hatfield and 
Bill Foote.

Winterific publicizes the Friends of Fox Run Regional Park group, Jan. 17
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Above: CERT students got to use fire extinguishers to put out live fires 
as part of the instruction. Photo by ham radio operator Dan J. Oldfield, 
N0OLD.

Above: Dr. Lizabeth Jordan, El Paso County emergency program manager, shown 
here, explained how civilians can assist with medical emergencies in mass casualty 
events. Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

Community Emergency Response Training (CERT), Jan 29-31

Above: Tri-Lakes Cares, a volunteer-supported resource center, held a blood 
drive on Jan. 20. Donor phlebotomist Lance W. attends to donor Tiffany Miller, a 
Monument resident. Tri-Lakes Cares will host additional blood drives on March 
17, May 19, July 21, Sept. 15, and Nov. 17 from 2:30 to 7 p.m. Individuals who 

are interested in donating will find the donation bus parked in front of the Tri-
Lakes Cares building at 235 N. Jefferson in Monument. Tri-Lakes Cares can be 
contacted at 719-481-4864. Visit www.tri-lakescares.org for further information 

on the organization. Photos by Allison Colburn.

Tri-Lakes Cares blood drive

Because public services such as law enforcement, fire 
rescue, and emergency medical care can be delayed dur-
ing a large-scale emergency, it’s important for members of 
the community to learn how to care for themselves, their 
loved ones, and their neighbors until help can arrive. Com-
munity Emergency Response Training (CERT) classes 
work to enhance the safety of all citizens by preparing 
them for these events. 

A CERT class was offered to the community on Jan. 
29-31 at Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church and hosted 
by the church’s Emergency Preparedness Group. 

Volunteers from the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office 
spent 16 total hours teaching topics including general di-
saster preparedness, terrorism signs, disaster psychology, 
basic medical, search and rescue, fire safety, and a tabletop 
disaster exercise. 

Individuals interested in hosting a CERT class or 
becoming volunteer CERT instructors should contact 
Dr. Lizabeth Jordan, El Paso County emergency program 
manager, at 719-575-8401 or LizabethJordan@elpasoco.
com.
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For information, contact John Heiser at (719) 488-3455 or ads@ocn.me.
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By Harriet Halbig
Family programs

February’s Family Fun program on Saturday, Feb. 14 from 
2:30 to 4 is Raptors! Meet some real owls, hawks, and vul-
tures at your library, hear their stories, and make a small 
raptor puppet to take home. This program is presented by 
Nature’s Educators of Aurora.

The Legos Club will meet on Saturday, Feb. 21 from 
10 to 11:30. All ages are welcome to be creative with our 
large collection of Legos. All pieces remain the property 
of the library.

Children are welcome to bring their favorite stuffed 
animal to the Stuffed Animal Sleepover on Friday, Feb. 27 
from 4:30 to 5:30. Children can do a small craft and attend 
a story time run by teen volunteers. The stuffed animal 
only will spend the night at the library. Children will come 
to pick up their toy the next afternoon between 3 and 5 and 
receive a paper with pictures and details about what fun the 
animals had overnight.

Teen programs
Come to the library on Mondays between 3:30 and 7 for 
AfterMath, a free math tutoring program. Experienced tu-
tors work with you on any level of math. Bring your home-
work and drop in for some help. No appointment is nec-
essary. The program will continue each Monday through 
mid-May except for school or library holidays.

Interested in finding other Magic the Gathering play-

ers to interact with? Join us for a new gaming pastime here 
at the Monument Library every Monday night for teens 
and young adults from 7 to 8:45 p.m. Bring your cards and 
play, trade, enjoy.

Adult programs
Local video producer Jim Sawatzki will show his one-hour 
Emmy-nominated film Treasure of Cripple Creek at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, Feb. 8. No registration is necessary, and Jim 
will answer questions after the screening.

Learn some innovative strategies for taking care of 
yourself and reducing stress by attending Stress-Busters, 
a program from 2 to 3:30 on Sunday, Feb. 15. No registra-
tion required.

The Monumental Readers will meet on Friday, Feb. 
20 from 10 to noon to discuss Two Old Women: an Alaska 
Legend by Velma Wallis. All patrons are welcome to attend 
this monthly book group.

On the walls of the library during February will be art 

by Lewis-Palmer High School students. In the display case 
will be Depression Glass.

Palmer Lake Library events
Join the Fibernistas, a group of fiber artists who meet each 
Thursday from 10 to noon. Bring your own project and join 
like-minded crafters as you knit, crochet, or quilt the morn-
ing away. Crafters of all skill levels are welcome.

February’s Family Fun program on Saturday, Feb. 21 
offers a chance to meet some special dogs from the Go 
Team. These are therapy-crisis dogs who will demonstrate 
some of their special abilities to help in emergency situa-
tions. You can also draw a picture of your favorite dog or 
have your picture taken with that dog. Adults, you might 
want to bring a camera.

Please note that all Pikes Peak Library facilities will 
be closed on Presidents Day, Feb. 16.
Harriet Halbig can be reached at harriethalbig@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees, Jan. 20
Left: On Jan. 20, John Bailey, longtime 
Palmer Lake resident, was among 18 
residents who spoke to the Monument 
Board of Trustees about the water 
rights issue with Palmer Lake. “ The 
one thing I never thought I would see 
in the Tri-Lakes area is an empty lake,”  
he told the trustees. 

Right: Paul Banta, Palmer Lake 
trustee, was among 18 people who 
spoke at the Jan. 20 Monument Board 
of Trustees asking that Monument 
would choose to be “ good neighbors”  
instead of allowing litigation regarding 
the water rights issue with Palmer 
Lake to go forward. Photos by Lisa 
Hatfield.

February library events

Meet the raptors

Tammie�s Cleaning Service  

Dependable and honest with  
an old-fashioned work ethic!  My mission is  

to provide a quality service to you and your home.  
I charge reasonable rates and provide quality service 

with a personal touch to meet your needs! 

(719) 648-4725 
Let Me Do Your Dirty Work! 

Above: Annie and Ningnie Qin practice using a 
sewing machine at the library’s first Makerspace 
event.. Photo by Harriet Halbig

Above: Two young friends enjoy creating with a 
sewing machine. Photo by Harriet Halbig

Above: Two young friends enjoy creating with a 
sewing machine.Photo by Harriet Halbig
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By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication.  Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the information number for that event.

Wednesday Senior Lunch at Big Red
February Menu

Feb. 11: Ham, scalloped potatoes, salad
Feb. 18:  Raspberry chipotle chicken, roasted potatoes, 

salad
Feb. 25:  Lasagna, Caesar salad, garlic bread
Rolls and butter are served with each meal except sand-
wiches. Dessert is also provided. 

Lunch is at 11:30 a.m. at 146 Jefferson St., Monu-
ment (the School District 38 Administration Building, 
“Big Red”). $3 voluntary donation. Entertainment follows 
lunch. For more information, call Judy, 487-9067. An ac-
tivity of Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership. Meals 
are provided by Pinecrest Catering, Palmer Lake; Nikki 
McDonald, executive chef, 481-3307.

Free income tax filing assistance by AARP
The American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) is 
offering free income tax filing assistance. Trained AARP 
volunteers will be available to answer questions and to as-
sist filers in completing their federal and Colorado income 
tax returns every Monday and Thursday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
at Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St., Monument, until 
April 13. Free e-filing of both federal and Colorado returns 
is available.

Taxpayers with more complicated returns should seek 
the advice of a paid professional. Filers are asked to bring 
their W-2’s, 1099 INT, 1099 DIV, any health insurance in-
formation received, etc. Appointments are
recommended. Please call 481-4264, ext. 118, and leave 
your name and telephone number and you will be con-
tacted for an appointment.

Tri-Lakes HAP Thrift Store February specials
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership Thrift Store 
at 790 Highway 105, Suite D, is open Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. This month get 20 percent off everything Feb. 7; 
20 percent off kitchenware Feb. 9-28. Seniors age 62 and 
older get a 20 percent discount every Wednesday. For more 
information, contact 488-3495.

Academy North Gate bridge work 
through summer 

Two bridges outside the U.S. Air Force Academy’s North 
Gate will be under repair through August 2015. To ease 
congestion, the academy will make the gate a one-way, 
entrance-only road in the mornings. From 7-9 a.m., no out-
bound traffic will be allowed through the North Gate, and 
travelers exiting the academy during those hours will have 
to use the South Gate.

Monument Academy Preschool 
open enrollment, through Feb. 20

Classes encourage self-autonomy, academics, and creative 
play. All classes offer Core Knowledge curricula, begin-
ning elements of Saxon Math, and the Love & Logic dis-
cipline system. For more information, contact 481-1950, 
www.monumentacademy.net.

Choice enrollment now open in D-38, 
tours offered

Choice enrollment for all grade levels is now open through 
Feb. 20. This is the time for residents and non-resident stu-
dents to apply to attend any D-38 school. Details and forms 
are posted on the district website, www.lewispalmer.org. 
Both D-38 high schools are offering tours for families on 
the following dates. Lewis-Palmer High School, Feb. 13, 
1:30 p.m.; Palmer Ridge High School, Feb. 20, 1:30 p.m. 
Please contact Palmer Ridge at 867-8600 or Lewis-Palmer 
at 488-6186 to sign up. These tours are intended for district 
or non-resident students wishing to choice enroll or for 
new families moving to our area. Check with individual 
schools for additional open houses and tours.

St. Peter Catholic School enrolling for 
preschool-eighth grade, 2015-2016

The school offers full and half-day preschool, Core Knowl-
edge Curriculum with small class sizes, Christ-centered 
education. NCA accredited, state licensed, financial aid 
available. Call or visit: 124 First St., Monument; 481-1855; 
www.petertherock.org.
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club announces 2015 grant pro-

cess, apply by March 15
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) grant application for 
2015 will be available until March 15 on the TLWC web-
site, www.tlwc.net. Eligible organizations include non-
profit and public service organizations and public schools 

that serve the Tri-Lakes area. Special program and project 
requests are welcomed. The application package includes 
the instructions as well as other very important qualifying 
information. For more information, contact the committee 
chair, Donna Wagner, at granting@tlwc.net.

Sponsors needed for Lewis-Palmer Football Old 
School Golf Tournament, May 23

This scramble tournament fundraising event still needs hole 
sponsors, $100 per hole, with a sign at a hole; a company to 
cater lunch for 80 people at Lewis-Palmer High School; and 
prize donations. To become a sponsor or for more informa-
tion, contact Coach Tupper, dtupper@lewispalmer.org.

Exchange student host families needed 
for 2015-16 school year

Welcome a new culture into your home and provide a 
life-changing experience for a teenager from another 
country. EF (Education First) High School Exchange 
Year program offers exceptional and financially secure 
exchange students. Contact local exchange coordinators 
Sheryl and Dave Ellis, 208-9739 or sheryl.ellis@EFexcha
ngeyear.org. For more information about the program, visit 
www.EFexchangeyear.org.

Sheriff’s Office warns of phone scam
The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office has received informa-
tion of fraud which involved impersonation of a deputy 
sheriff. On both occasions the victims received a phone 
call; the caller identified himself as a deputy from the 
Sheriff’s Office.  The suspect told the victims they had a 
warrant and needed to report to the Sheriff’s Office at 27 
E. Vermijo Ave. to make a $1,000 payment to clear up the 
warrant. The Sheriff’s Office reminds citizens that the of-
fice never calls and informs individuals they have an active 
warrant and never asks individuals to make payments to 
clear up a warrant. Warrants must be taken care of at the 
Criminal Justice Center, by being booked into jail and then 
bonding out.  If you have information about these events 
or have experienced something similar, please call the 
Sheriff’s Office Communications Center non-emergency 
line at 390-5555.

Emergency Notification System update
If you registered for the Emergency Notification System 
(reverse 911) prior to July 2013, you may need to create 
a new account. Go to www.elpasoteller911.org and select 
“sign up” on the registration page. If you are able to log in 
using your existing user name and password, no further ac-
tion is needed. If you get an error message indicating your 
email or password is invalid, press the sign-up button and 
create a new account. If you need assistance, dial 785-1971 
and a staff member will return your call.

Free transportation and 
safety services for seniors

Mountain Community Senior Services offers free transpor-
tation and safety services to Tri-Lakes seniors. If you need 
a ride to a medical appointment, grocery shopping, or the 
local senior lunches, a volunteer driver will be happy to 
help you. The number to call is 488-0076 to leave a mes-
sage for the dispatcher. If you are in need of grab bars in 
the bathroom, a ramp to your door, or repair of stairs or 
railings, please call Cindy Rush, 488-0076, and leave a 
message.

Free Senior Safety Handyman Services
Senior Safety Handyman Services is a unique program 
funded by the Pikes Peak Area Agency on Aging. It is 
designed to help seniors (age 60 and over) in northwest El 
Paso County with safety-related handyman projects. Dedi-
cated, paid contractors and volunteers install grab bars, 
wheelchair ramps, railings, steps, etc., to help seniors to 
continue to live independently in their own homes. For ser-
vice, call 488-0076 and leave a message for Cindy Rush. 
For more information, visit TriLakes-mcts-sshs.org.

Volunteer drivers needed for seniors’ 
transportation service

Mountain Community Transportation for Seniors is a non-
profit, grant-funded organization that provides free trans-
portation to Tri-Lakes seniors 60 years old and over. The 
program needs additional volunteer drivers. For informa-
tion, email MCSS at mcseniorservices@gmail.com or call 
the MCSS dispatch hotline at 488-0076.

LEAP—Help for heating bills
The Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP) is a 
federally funded program that provides cash assistance to 
help families and individuals pay a portion of winter home 
heating costs. The eligibility period for LEAP runs through 
April 30. Application packets will automatically be mailed 
to residents who received LEAP assistance last year at the 
address where they were living at that time. To find out if 

you qualify for LEAP, call 1-866 HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-
8435) or visit www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap.

Donala’s Customer Assistance Program
The Donala Water and Sanitation District offers a Custom-
er Assistance Program in conjunction with Tri-Lakes Cares 
to help Donala customers in financial hardship, unable to 
pay their water and sewer bills. Applications can be picked 
up at the Donala office at 15850 Holbein Dr. in Gleneagle 
or at Tri-Lakes Cares in Monument. For information call 
488-3603.

Monument Marketplace Facebook page
Tri-Lakes residents can sell their used items, trade 
items, and chat about anything local goings-on at https:
//www.facebook.com/groups/monumentmarketplace/.

Get volunteer help for your nonprofit
Due to popular demand, the Lewis-Palmer School District 
is adding a list of volunteer opportunities to its Youth Ac-
tivities Directory online. If your nonprofit has a need for 
volunteers for a one-time project or an ongoing effort and 
can use volunteers under age 18, obtain a directory listing 
form on the district website www.lewispalmer.org under 
the community tab. Nonprofits may list their volunteer 
needs in the directory free of charge. For information, con-
tact Robin Adair, P.O. Box 40, Monument, CO 80132; call 
785-4223 or email radair@lewispalmer.org. 

Attention Tri-Lakes residents 
with medical conditions

If you have a medical condition or a physical disability, 
please contact Jennifer at Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District, 484-0911, to register for emergency assis-
tance if evacuation is required.

Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Center programs
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership Senior Citi-
zens Center is next to the Lewis-Palmer High School Sta-
dium (across from the YMCA) and is open 1-4 p.m., Tue.-
Fri., and earlier for scheduled activities. The facility has a 
lounge, craft room, game room, and multipurpose room. 
Programs include pinochle, National Mah-jongg, line 
dancing, tea time, bingo, and more. Ping-pong, Wii video 
games, puzzles and board games, refreshments, a lending 
library, computers with Internet connections, and an in-
formation table are also available. For information about 
programs for seniors, visit www.TriLakesSeniors.org. 

Senior Beat newsletter—subscribe for free
Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of information 
for local seniors, including the daily menu of the senior 
lunches offered Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in 
Monument. It also contains the schedule of the classes and 
events for the month at the Senior Citizens Center. To sub-
scribe, send an email with your name and mailing address 
to SeniorBeat@TriLakesSeniors.org. Senior Beat can also 
be viewed online at www.TriLakesHAP.org.

Senior Safety Program
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District offers a free 
senior safety program to all Tri-Lakes seniors. The pro-
gram includes smoke detector evaluations, home safety as-
sessments, vial of life, and fire prevention. For information 
call 484-0911 or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com. 

County prescription discount program 
could save you money

El Paso County’s prescription discount program saved 
10,000 residents $250,000 in discounted medicines over 18 
months at no additional taxpayer cost. People using the card 
saved an average of 23 percent. There are no eligibility re-
quirements and no strings attached to receive the discounts. 
You can pick up a free Prescription Discount Card at most 
county government locations or you can download your 
own personalized prescription discount card on the county 
website (bottom of the front page) at www.elpasoco.com/. 
Any county resident without prescription coverage can use 
this program. Even if you have insurance for prescription 
medications, the discount card might save you money on 
prescription medications your existing plan does not cover. 
For information, visit www.elpasoco.com/ or call 520-
6337 (MEDS).

Free gun-lock kit
The Monument Police Department is offering free firearm 
safety kits to local residents through a partnership with 
Project ChildSafe, the nationwide firearms safety educa-
tion program. Each kit contains gun safety information 
and a cable-style gunlock that fits most types of handguns, 
rifles, and shotguns. The Police Department administrative 
offices at 645 Beacon Lite Rd. are open Monday-Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Drop by during those times to pick up a free 
gun-lock kit. For information, phone 481-3253.
  �

Our Community Notices
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By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates 
or times are often changed after publication. Please 
double-check the time and place of any event you wish to 
attend by calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S  
• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Com-

mittee Meeting, Tue., Feb. 10, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitch-
ell Ave. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 
481-4053. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board 
Meeting, Tue., Feb. 10, 5 p.m., 16055 Old Forest 
Point, Suite 300, Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. each 
month. Info: 488-6868. 

• D-38 Accountability Advisory Committee 
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Feb. 10, 7 p.m., Monument 
Academy, 1150 Village Ridge Point, Monument. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month, location varies. Info: 
488-4700, www.lewispalmer.org.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Feb. 11, 10 a.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2732.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Feb. 11, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 (then press 0) or www.townofpalmerlake.c
om.

• D-38 Special Education Advisory Council, Wed., 
Feb. 11, 6:30 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
488-4700, www.lewispalmer.org. 

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Feb. 11, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 
Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 884-8017.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 12, 10 a.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. 
each month. Info: 481-4886.

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meet-
ing, Thu., Feb. 12, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., 
Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each month except 
Nov. and Dec. Info: 488-3603.

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 12, 6 p.m., Learning Center, 146 Jeffer-
son St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 
488-4700.

• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Feb. 
12, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Cres-
cent. Info: 481-2953 (then press 0) or www.townofpa
lmerlake.com.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Tue., Feb. 
17, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd., Monument. Normally meets 1st and 3rd 
Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 17, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300, http:
//adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-
agn.asp. 

• Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Feb. 17, 7 p.m., Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 488-8680.

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 18, 6 p.m., Wescott Fire Station 
1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. 
Info: 481-0711.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, 
Wed., Feb. 18, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 (then press 0) or www.townofpalmerlake.c
om.

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Feb. 25, 6:30 p.m., Town 
Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: Jennifer Martin, 
484-0911, www.tlmfire.org.

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 25, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. 
Info: 488-2693, www.woodmoor.org.

• Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 26, 6 p.m., Monument Sanitation District 
boardroom, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-2110, www.fvawd.com.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., 

Mar. 2, Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite 
Rd., Monument. Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. 
each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Mar. 3, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off 
Union Blvd & Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. 
(if required) each month. Info: 520-6300, http:
//adm2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-
agn.asp.

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
All branches close for Presidents’ Day, Feb. 16

• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 
a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glen-
way. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 9 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Aftermath, every Mon. 
(except Feb. 16), 3:30-7 p.m. Free drop-in math as-
sistance for students of all ages. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Mon. 
(except Feb. 16), 3:30-4:30 p.m. Let your child prac-
tice reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration 
required. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10:30-
11 & 11:15-11:45 a.m. For ages 3 and up. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 4:
15-5:15 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws 
to Read dog. No registration required. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 9:
30 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for one- and 
two-year-olds. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Family Fun–Raptors, Sat., 
Feb. 14, 2:30-4 p.m. Real hawks, owls, and vultures. 
Hear their stories and make a small raptor puppet. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Family Program–LEGO 
Club, Sat., Feb. 21, 10-11:30 a.m. Duplos for the 
littles ones, Legos for the rest. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Family Fun–Meet Special 
Dogs from the “Go Team,” Sat., Feb. 21, 10:30-11:
30 a.m. Learn about the special abilities of these 
therapy/crisis dogs. Draw and have your picture taken 
with your favorite dog. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 
66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: American Girl Book Club, 
Wed., Feb. 25, 4-5 p.m. Read Rebecca to the Rescue. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Stuffed Animal Sleepover, 
Fri., Feb. 27, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Children can drop off 
their stuffed animal for a fun sleepover. Do a small 
craft and attend a story time run by teen volunteers. 
The stuffed animal ONLY then spends the night at 
the library. Children pick up their toy the next day, 3-
5 p.m. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids 
Web at www.ppld.org features resources for school 
reports and homework, Tumblebooks––free on-
line read-along books, and a Fun & Games link. A 
“grown-ups” link has information about local school 
districts, home-schooling, and more.

Adult programs
• Monument Library: Magic: The Gathering Club 

Meeting, every Mon. (Except Feb. 16), 7-8:45 p.m. 
Teens and young adults meet to play Magic in a safe, 
casual atmosphere. Library: Monument Library 
- 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Socrates Café, every Tue., 1-3 
p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into philos-
ophy, religions, spirituality, and the common threads 

among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Senior Chats, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. All seniors are welcome to share conver-
sation and a cup of coffee in this casual discussion 
group. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Class-
es. Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes 
Wed. mornings for beginner computer users. Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Palmer Lake Knitting 
Group, every Thu., 10 a.m.-noon. Knit with other 
knitters. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Gl-
enway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Treasure of Cripple Creek, 
Sun., Feb. 8, 2-4:15 p.m. Local video producer Jim 
Sawatzki will show his Emmy-nominated 1-hour 
film and answer questions. No registration necessary. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Stress-Busters, Sun., Feb. 15, 
2-3:30 p.m. Explore some innovative super-strate-
gies for taking care of yourself physically, mentally, 
and emotionally in our stressful age. No registration 
necessary. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: AARP Smart Driver Course, 
Wed., Feb. 18, 12:30-4:45 p.m. Sign in at 12:15 p.m. 
Any aged person may attend, but the insurance 
discount only applies to those age 55 and older. 
Court-directed persons are welcomed; instructors 
are authorized to sign off related court documents. 
Cost: $15 AARP members, $20 for non-members. 
Pre-class reservations are requested but a few walk-
ins might be accepted. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Feb. 20, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome to 
this spirited group. Meets 3rd Fri. each month. Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & Craft-
ers, Fri., Feb. 20, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to share 
ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Homeschool Program, Mon., 
Feb. 23, 1:30-2:30 p.m. Meets last Mon. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

• Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Mar. 2, 9:
30-11 a.m. Get inspiration and structure for writing 
your memories or history. Normally meets 1st & 3rd 
Mon. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters & Craft-
ers, Fri., Mar. 6, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Drop in to share 
ideas, get help. Meets 1st and 3rd Fri. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-8442, www.ppld.org. 

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 24/7. 
See live simulcasts of programs, recorded presenta-
tions, a schedule of Library events, children’s story 
times, an adult literacy program, El Paso County 
Commissioners meetings, and much more. Find the 
schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the link 
“Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the 

Our Community Calendar
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“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

W E E K LY  A N D  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meet-

ing, every Sat., 8 a.m., Mozaic at the Inn at Palmer 
Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Guests are wel-
come to the weekly meetings that feature speakers 
on a variety of topics. Info: Bill Healy, 278-8393.

• Monument Community Yoga, every Sat., 9 a.m., 
Woodmoor Community Center, 1691 Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument. All levels. Cost: cash donation. 
Info: BePresentYogaLLC@gmail.com.

• Free Tai Chi in the Park, every Sat., 9-10 a.m., 
weather permitting, Fox Run Park, Stella Drive 
entrance. Minimal instruction. Look for instructors 
wearing baseball hats, and grass signs posted, “Get 
your Qi On.” Info: 232-1618 or 232-1619.

• Bingo by the American Legion, every Sat., game 
sales start at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m., the Depot 
Restaurant, in Palmer Lake. Proceeds go to scholar-
ships and other community support activities. Info: 
481-8668, www.americanlegiontrilakespost911.co
m/bingo.htm.

• Calvary Fellowship Monument: Saturday Eve-
ning Service, every Sat., 6 p.m., 238 Third. St., 
Monument. Info: Pastor Tony Magar, 290-1748.

• Holy Trinity Anglican Church Sunday Worship, 
8:30 a.m.; teaching & community time (preschool-
adult), 10 a.m.; family service with children’s 
church, 10:45 a.m. 13990 Gleneagle Dr. Nursery 
available all morning. Info: 505-8021, www.HolyT
rinityAnglicanChurch.org.

• Tri-Lakes Reformed Church Sunday Worship, 
9:45 a.m., Woodmoor Community Center, 1691 
Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Info: www.trilakesref
ormed.org.

• Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6 p.m. 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist 
Rd. Info: 481-0431.

• Monument Hill Kiwanis Bingo, every Mon., 7:30 
pm, Carefree Bingo, 3440 N. Carefree Circle, Colo. 
Springs. All proceeds benefit those in need in the Tri-
Lakes Community. Info: mark.zeiger@gmail.com.

• Senior Lunches, every Mon. & Thu., except the 
1st Thu. each month and holidays, Tri-Lakes Monu-
ment Fire Protection District Administration Com-
plex, 166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., 
dine at noon. Stay for free bingo the 2nd Thu. each 
month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; 
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Transmission Meditation: Group Meditations 
every Mon. & Thu., 7 p.m., in Palmer Lake. The 
simplest, most potent way to serve humanity and 
help transform our world. Dynamic aid to personal 
growth. Info: 303-494-4462, TransmissionMeditati
on.org.

• Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Coffee, every Tue., 9:30-
11:30 a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. 
Members and non-members are welcome. Seniors, 
come socialize and have coffee and snacks in the 
front lobby. Sign up to bring snacks. Free. Info: 630-
2604, hbrandon@ppymca.org, www.ppymca.org.

• Yarny Birds Stitch Group, every Tue., 10 a.m. & 
6 p.m., 790 Hwy 105, #C, Palmer Lake. An open 
group for knitters, crocheters, and fiber arts of any 
type. Classes starting soon. Info: 377-0403, yarnbir
dfibers@gmail.com.

• Al-anon Meeting: Monument Serenity, every 
Tue., 7:30-8:30 p.m., Ascent Church, (formerly the 
Tri-Lakes Chapel) 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monu-
ment. Info: Kay, 481-9258.

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., luncheon meet-
ing at Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambassador Dr., (off 
Voyager Blvd in Colorado Springs). Interesting 
speakers and programs; all are welcome. Info: Call 
Garrett Barton, 433-5396, Bill Bristol, 481-3366, 
www.gleneaglesertoma.org.

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., noon-
1 p.m., D-38 Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partner-
ship (HAP) invites area seniors for lunch & activi-
ties. Free blood pressure screening 1st & 3rd Wed. $3 
donation requested. Info: 484-0517.

• Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Wednesday Night 
Fellowship Meal (Free) & Classes, every Wed., 
6-7:30 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Road, Monument 
(Corner of Beacon Lite & County Line Roads). 
Info: 488-9613, gregsmith@trilakeschurch.org, 

www.trilakeschurch.org. 
• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:

10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258. 

• A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family 
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 
481-0431.

• Bridge, 2nd and 4th Thu. each month, 12:30-3:30. 
Tri-Lakes Senior Center located on Lewis-Palmer 
High School campus. Walk-ins are welcome. Reser-
vation suggested: call Roger and Syble, 488-2669. 

• Black Forest AARP Potluck Lunch & Meeting, 
Wed., Feb. 11, noon, Black Forest Lutheran Church, 
12455 Black Forest Rd. All ages welcome. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Info: Chuck, 749-9227, or 
aarpchapter1100blackforest.weebly.com.

• HAP-py Feet Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Feb. 11, 
Senior Center located across the street from the Tri-
Lakes YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School 
campus. A registered nurse examines your feet and 
provides toenail trimming. Cost: $30 for a 30-min. 
visit; limited financial assistance is available for 
qualifying applicants. Meets 2nd Wed. and last Fri. 
each month. Info & appointments: call the Visiting 
Nurse Association, (303) 698-6496.

• Candlelight Yoga at Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts, Wed., Feb. 11, 6:30-7:30 p.m., 304 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. Pause, meditate, and medicate with 
wine and chocolate truffles after yoga. Cost: $20 
in advance, $25 at the door. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-0475, info@TriLakesArts.org, 
www.trilakesarts.org.

• Civil War Roundtable, Wed., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., 
Monument Sanitation District Conference Room, 
130 2nd St., Monument. Open to all, no prior knowl-
edge needed. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
Leon Tenney, lwt1862@comcast.net. 

• Senior Bingo at Old Monument Town Hall, 
Thu., Feb. 12, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District Administration Complex, 166 Second St., 
Monument, after the noontime senior lunch. Come 
for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! 
Prizes! Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie 
Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Feb. 12, 
6:30 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 
Pebble Beach Way, Monument. New members and 
visitors welcome. Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. 
Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, 
Thu., Feb. 12, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 
18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the bowling 
alley. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recy-
cling Collection Facility, Sat., Feb. 14, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., 3255 Akers Dr., Colorado Springs. Open the 
2nd Sat. each month as well as Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 
p.m., accepts porcelain fixtures, common recyclable 
items, household hazardous waste, various electron-
ics, and TVs up to 19-inch diagonal. Now accepting 
documents for shredding, up to two legal paper-sized 
boxes, from private households. Bring a nonperish-
able food item for Care and Share. Info: 520-7878, 
http://adm.elpasoco.com/Environmental_Services/
Solid_Waste_Management

• Alzheimer’s Support Group, Sat., Feb. 14, 10-11:
30 a.m., Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. 
Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: LaVonne Putman, 
488-2557. 

• Amateur Radio W0TLM (Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Radio Association, Mon., Feb. 16, 7 p.m., 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105. All amateur radio operators or those inter-
ested in becoming amateur radio operators are wel-
come. Meets 3rd Mon. Info: Joyce Witte, 488-0859, 
Joycewitte@gmail.com. 

• Drummers! Mon., Feb. 16, 6:30-8 p.m., Yoga 
Pathways, Suite A, West End Center, 755 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. Free and open to the public. Bring any 
kind of drum or other hand percussion instrument. 
Beginners welcome! Usually meets 3rd Mon. each 
month. Verify date & time: Char, 488-3138.

• Tri-Lakes Home Educators’ Support Group, 
Mon., Feb. 16. Meets 3rd Mon. each month for sup-
port, information, field trips, and special events. Info: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/TLHESGmembers 
or tlhesgmembers-owner@yahoogroups.com. 

• Senior Tea, Tue., Feb. 17, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center 

at Lewis-Palmer High School (across from the 
YMCA). Come early to socialize, bring a salad 
or dessert to share. Meat dishes and tea provided. 
Voluntary donations welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. each 
month. Info: Irene C., 484-0517.

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Tue., Feb. 17, 5 
p.m., Police Station, 7850 Goddard (1 block off 
Academy on Kelly Johnson near Chapel Hills 
Mall), Community Room just inside main entrance. 
A DVD will play 5-6 p.m.; meeting starts at 6 p.m. 
Share concerns and success stories and talk to a 
D.O. Learn how you can become pain-free. No 
charge, no products sold. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. 
Info: 481-2230.

• Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Feb. 17, 
7 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club 18945 Pebble 
Beach Way, Monument. New members welcome. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Post Commander 
Joe Carlson, jcarlson@vfw7829.org, 488-1902, 
www.vfw7829.org.

• Ladies Auxiliary to V.F.W. Post 7829, Wed., 
Feb. 18, 7 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 
18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument. New mem-
bers welcome. If you are a female relative of a 
veteran who served on foreign soil during war or 
other military action, you may be eligible. Meets 3rd 
Wed. each month. Info: Kathy Carlson, 488-1902, 
carlsonmkc@aol.com.

• Palmer Lake Historical Society: The Battle of 
New Market, Thu., Feb. 19, 7 p.m.., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Pat McCarthy will 
describe how the Confederate Forces defeated 
the Union advance, thus sparing Richmond. This 
program is free to the public. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month, 7 p.m. Info: Pat McCarthy, 659-1363; www.
palmerdividehistory.org.

• Tri-Lakes Lions Club, Thu., Feb. 19, 6:30 p.m. so-
cial, 7-8 p.m. meeting, Sundance Mountain Lodge, 
1865 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. 
each month. Info: David Prejean, 434-7031.

• Little Log Kitchen Free Meal, Sat., Feb. 21, noon, 
133 High St., Palmer Lake. Sponsored by Little Log 
Church every 3rd Sat. Info: 481-2409.

• Senior Social, Wed., Feb. 25, 1-4 p.m., Fellowship 
Hall of the Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 
Black Forest Rd. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
aarpchapter1100blackforest.weebly.com.

• HAP-py Feet Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Feb. 27, Se-
nior Center located across the street from the Tri-
Lakes YMCA, on the Lewis-Palmer High School 
campus. A registered nurse examines your feet and 
provides toenail trimming. Cost: $30 for a 30-min. 
visit; limited financial assistance is available for 
qualifying applicants. Meets 2nd Wed. and last Fri. 
each month. Info & appointments: call the Visiting 
Nurse Association, (303) 698-6496.

• Lifting Spirits Adult Day Center Open House, 
Mon., Mar. 2, 1-4 p.m., 755 Hwy 105, Unit C, 
Palmer Lake. Caregivers, find out how to make 
your lives easier. Refreshments served. Meets 1st 
Mon. each month. Info: Sonja Search, 488-1415, 
liftingspirits@qwestoffice.net.

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., 
Mar. 3, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & 
Primrose St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. 
Meets 1st Tue. each month. Info: 481-8668, www.am
ericanlegiontrilakespost911.com.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch & Meeting, Thu., Mar. 5, 11:30 a.m., Tri-
Lakes Fire Department Administrative Building, 
166 Second St., Monument. Meets 1st Thu. each 
month except Jan. and unless D-38 is delayed or 
closed due to bad weather. Newcomers welcome. 
For a ride to the meeting, call Faye Brenneman, 
488-0076. RSVP & info: Irene Walters, 481-1188, 
or Bev Wells, 488-3327. 

• Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Mar. 5, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: Barb Broshous, 999-5447.

• MOMS Club of Monument/Palmer Lake Month-
ly Meeting, Fri., Mar. 6, 10 a.m., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 1st Fri. each 
month. Info: monumentmomsinfo@gmail.com.

• Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery: First Saturday 
Prayer Day, Sat., Mar. 7, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 3190 
Benet Lane, Colo. Springs. Social time with coffee 
followed by prayer, reflection, teaching. Meets 1st 
Sat. each month. Info: 633-0655, www.benethillmo
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nastery.org.
• Craft Club, Sat., Mar. 7, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Fairfield 

Inn & Suites, Mt. Herman Room, 15275 Struthers 
Rd. Ages 15 and up; each month features a fun, 
easy to follow paper craft. All supplies provided. 
Fee varies by project. Meets 1st Sat. each month. 
Info: Linda, 375-8991, Lindacarpy@gmail.com.

• Lupus Support Group. If you suffer with an 
autoimmune disease and want to connect with 
others, you are welcome to join this group. Info: 
dmbandle@hotmail.com.

• Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado Sup-
port Group. Location varies. For information, call 
Carolyn, 488-3620, www.4-mga.org, 303-360-7080, 
4mga@4-mga.org. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• UNO de 50 Jewellery Trunk Sale at the Love 

Shop, Thu., Feb. 12, 5-8 p.m., 251 Front St., Monu-
ment. Find the perfect Valentine’s Day gift. Info: 
598-3348, www.theloveshopinc.com.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
(WMMI): Heritage Lecture and Exhibit Opening, 
Thu., Feb. 12, reception at 6 p.m., lecture at 7 p.m. 
Mike McDonald, GM of the Henderson Mine, and 
former GM of the Climax Mine in Leadville, will 
present the history and current operations of the 
Climax Mine and an element that we cannot live 
without: Molybdenum. Free. RSVP to 488-0880 
or rsvp@wmmi.org. WMMI is located at 225 
North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: 488-0880, 
info@wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org.

• Yoga Nidra at Yoga Pathways, Fri., Feb. 13 & 
Sun., Feb. 22, 4:30-5:40 p.m., 755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 
mile west of Monument Safeway). Deep relaxation 
practice, not a workout. Led by Raleigh Dove, Certi-
fied Yoga Therapist. Info: 481-4137, www.YogaPath
waysStudio.com.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage head-
lined by Ragged Union Bluegrass, Fri., Feb. 13, 
opening act at 7 p.m., doors open at 6:30 p.m., Black 
Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. 
at Shoup Road. Up-tempo and hard-driving. Cost: 
$10 general, $5 BRAS members, $5 nonmem-
ber students with ID. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, 
jrmtn@comcast.net, www.blackroseacoustic.org.

• WireWood Station Americana Sweetheart 
Dance Valentines Concert, Fri., Feb. 13, 7 p.m., 
doors open 6 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 
304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Two ticket packages 
available, concert only and concert plus perks. Ad-
vance tickets only, no door tickets. Purchase by 
Feb. 11 at www.trilakesarts.org. Info: 481-0475, 
info@trilakesarts.org, www.trilakesarts.org.

• 9th Annual Free Chess Tournament, Sat., Feb. 14, 
8:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Lewis-Palmer Elementary School, 
1315 Lake Woodmoor Dr., Monument. The tourna-
ment is open to all D-38 students, K-12. Chess sets 
will be provided, but children should bring their 
own snacks. Pizza and sodas will be available for 
purchase to help raise money to offset expenses. All 
participants will receive trophies or medals; RSVP 
to Steve Waldmann, the former Lewis-Palmer El-
ementary School Chess Club Coach, at 488-9887 or 
huskerco@gmail.com so that he knows how many 
trophies and medals to order.

• Palmer Lake Art Group Valentine Art Show 
& Sale, Sat., Feb. 14, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Mountain 
Community Gallery at Mountain Community 
Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 
This free non-juried show features original art 
from front-range artists, including wall art as well 
as 3-dimensional art such as jewelry, fiber, and 
sculpture. Info: palmerlakeartgroup.com; Cindy, 
pipemsam35@yahoo.com, 484-0042.

• Townhome Open House, Sat., Feb. 14, 1-4 p.m., 
1260 Timber Run Hts, Monument. Find out how you 
can buy this home with zero down. Info: Janie, 287-
0427, www.coloradojanie.com; Lisa, 205-1782.

• On Ensemble, a Taiko Society event, Sun., Feb. 15, 
3 p.m., doors open 2 p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Modern Drum-
mer magazine calls On Ensemble “an exciting taiko 
ensemble looking at new ways to apply traditional 
Japanese drums.” Advance tickets, $15; door tick-
ets, $20. Purchase tickets at www.taikosociety.com, 
297-1171. Info: 481-0475, info@trilakesarts.org, 
www.trilakesarts.org.

• College Information Night, Tue., Feb. 17, 5:30-8 
p.m., Palmer Ridge High School, 19255 Front-
age Rd., Monument. College planning resources 
will be available in various breakout sessions, 
including guidance for students planning to at-
tend all types of college and postsecondary pro-
grams. Info: 488-4700, info@lewispalmer.org, 
www.lewispalmer.org.

• CASA 4-1-1 Hour, Thu., Feb. 19, noon-1 p.m., 
701 S. Cascade Ave., Colo. Springs. CASA offers 
a volunteer opportunity like no other. As appointed 
representatives of the court, CASA Volunteers are 
empowered to make a lifelong difference in the lives 
of abused and neglected children. Find out how you 
can become a Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA).  RSVP to Kelly, 447-9898, ext. 1033 or 
visit www.casappr.org.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
(WMMI): PUBLISH! with Steven Veatch, Sat., 
Feb. 21, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. History and science writing 
for teachers and learners of all ages. This informa-
tive workshop will include topics like basic research, 
writing techniques and tips, using illustrations, sci-
ence photography and publication issues. A Writer’s 
Resource Kit CD will be available for purchase for 
$5. All other course materials will be provided, in-
cluding morning snacks.  The course fee is $25 for 
adults and $7 for students (21 and under). WMMI 
Members receive $5 off adult admission, and $2 off 
student admission. Space is limited to 30 people. 
Advance registration is required. RSVP to 488-
0880 or rsvp@wmmi.org. WMMI is located at 225 
North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: 488-0880, 
info@wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org.

• Yoga Nidra at Yoga Pathways, Sun., Feb. 22, 4:30-
5:40 p.m., 755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile west of Monument 
Safeway). Deep relaxation practice, not a workout. 
Led by Raleigh Dove, Certified Yoga Therapist. 
Info: 481-4137, www.YogaPathwaysStudio.com.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage head-
lined by TAARKA, Fri., Feb. 27, opening act at 7 
p.m., doors open at 6:30 p.m., Black Forest Commu-
nity Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road. 
A blended evolution of Western and Eastern folk 
traditions. Cost: $10 general, $5 BRAS members, 
$5 nonmember students with ID. Info: Joe Maio, 
528-6119, jrmtn@comcast.net, www.blackroseaco
ustic.org.

• Monument Hill Farmers Market Winter Mar-
ket, Sat., Feb. 28, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Grace Best, 66 
Jefferson St., Monument. Meets every 4th Sat. each 
month through April. Info: 592-9420.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Special Concert: 
The Jake Schepps Quintet w/ Matt Flinner,  Sat., 
Feb. 28, 7 p.m., doors open at 6:30 p.m., Black For-
est Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at 
Shoup Road. Cost: $20 general, $15 BRAS mem-
bers, $5 nonmember students with ID. Info: Joe 
Maio, 528-6119, jrmtn@comcast.net, www.blackr
oseacoustic.org.

• Rocky Mountain Music Association Concert: 
Mana Saxophone Quartet, Sun., Mar. 1, 3 p.m., 
Sunrise United Methodist Church, 2655 Briargate 
Blvd. The award-winning quartet will perform 
repertoire spanning four centuries. Tickets are 
$10 on line and $12 at the door, free for students 
with ID and children 18 and under. Tickets & Info: 
www.RMMAonline.org; or Coleen Abeyta, coleen.
abeyta@gmail.com..

• Sisters of Benet Hill Monastery: Welcoming 
Prayer Workshop, Sat., Mar. 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 
3190 Benet Lane, Colo. Springs. Open to people of 
all faith traditions. Info: 633-0655, www.benethillm
onastery.org.

• First Annual Lewis-Palmer Football Old School 
Golf Tournament, Sat., May 23. This fundraiser 
for Lewis-Palmer High School’s football program 
costs $120 per player $480 per foursome, includes 
cart and range balls, and free t-shirt. Lunch will be 
served at Lewis-Palmer High School (LPHS) after 
the tournament. Scramble tournament, so all skill 
levels are welcome to play, prizes for the longest 
ball, closest to the pin, best dressed, high score, 
and low score. Still needed: hole sponsors, $100 
per hole; a company to cater lunch for 80 people 
at LPHS, prize donations. Info: Coach Tupper, 
dtupper@lewispalmer.org.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-
available basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored 
by local governmental entities and not-for-profit orga-
nizations. We include events that are open to the gen-
eral public and are not religious or self-promotional in 
nature. If space is available, complimentary calendar 
listings are included, when requested, for events adver-
tised in the current issue. To have your event listed at no 
charge in Our Community Calendar, please call (719) 
339-7831 or send the information to calendar@ocn.me 
or P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor 
on topics of general interest. We do not knowingly 
print letters that have previously appeared in sub-
stantially the same form elsewhere, and our editorial 
board limits each letter writer to a maximum of six 
letters per calendar year to ensure that OCN contains 
a variety of viewpoints. To submit a letter, please:
• Identify your submission as a letter to the editor.
• Include a suggested headline or title.
• Limit letters to 300 words or less.
• Include your full name, home address, and day 

and evening phone numbers.
• Email your letter to editor@ocn.me or mail it to 

P.O. Box 1742, Monument, CO 80132-1742.
• Send your letter at least 10 days before the “first 

Saturday of the month” when the paper is print-
ed.

If you have not received an acknowledgement of your 
letter, call Lisa Hatfield, Managing Editor, at (719) 
339-7831. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, 
and accuracy.
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