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At the request of the state, 
the Awake the Lake committee 
has developed a substitute wa-
ter supply plan that addresses 
the need to replace water used 
to fill the lake. If the state does 
not approve the plan, it could 
require the town to pump 
water from Palmer Lake into 
Monument Creek, Hulsmann 
said. Mayor Nikki McDonald 
decided to hold an executive 
session at a later date to decide 
whether or not to submit the 
plan to the state.

Hulsmann also said that the 
fundraiser held by Awake 
the Lake in February raised 
$5,500 for the project.

Council vacates a portion 
of Hermosa Avenue

The council heard a request 
from Cyndee Henson and 
Richard Harding to vacate a 
portion of Hermosa Avenue 
to the north of their Walnut 
Avenue property. Vacating 
the road would transfer about 
1,800 square feet from the 
land used by the road to the 
property owned by Henson 
and Harding, and would allow 

them to build an additional 
small residence on their prop-
erty. The request to vacate the 
road was opposed by Henson 
and Harding’s neighbors to the 
west, Chris and Ken Dickin-
son, who were represented at 
the council meeting by attor-
ney Duncan Bremer. 

Henson and Harding 
argued vacating the road 
would not impact any future 
improvements to Hermosa 
Avenue, and that a portion of 
the road adjacent to the prop-
erty of the neighbor to the east 
had already been vacated by an 

earlier decision 
of the council. 
When asked by 

Roads Trustee John Russell if 
there was disagreement with 
neighbors about the request, 
Harding replied that there was, 
and mentioned concerns about 
parking, emergency vehicle 
access, and increased traffic 
due to the additional residence 
as points of disagreement.

Speaking on behalf of 
Chris and Ken Dickinson, 
whose property is adjacent 
to Hermosa Avenue, attorney 
Bremer raised a number of 
objections to the requested 
vacation. Bremer argued that 
Henson and Harding were not 
presenting complete informa-
tion to the council, that their 
diagram of the proposed vaca-

tion was not accurate, that the 
previous vacation of the road 
in 2001 had excessively nar-
rowed the road to the east of 
Henson and Harding’s prop-
erty, that the council should 
consider the possibility that 
future development might re-
quire improving the road, and 
that granting the request would 
amount to a special favor. 
Bremer suggested the request 
be submitted to the Planning 
Commission, and that Henson 
and Harding be required to 
submit a plan for improving 
Hermosa Avenue. 

Nathan Liljestrand, the 
co-chair of the Planning Com-
mission, was asked by Mayor 
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