Saturday, June 6, 2015

Above: At the May 18 Monument
Board of Trustees meeting, honeybee
protection
and
noxious
weed
management were the main topics
of discussion. Shown from left are
Colorado State University entomologist
Whitney
Cranshaw,
Extension
Specialist and program manager for
the Colorado Environmental Pesticide
Education Program Thia Walker,
and State Weed Coordinator for the
Colorado Department of Agriculture
Steve Ryder. Photo by Lisa Hatfield.
website at www.ocn.me. Some examples
include: www.ocn.me/v13n8%2022.pdf ,
www.ocn.me/v15n4.htm#hang.
Local residents, including beekeepers
Rick and Leah Squires, Larry Marine, Terri Watson, and Phyllis Head, had numerous
comments, including:
• Seventy percent of our food is pollinated by honeybees, and we need to
protect them.
• I specifically asked for communication from the town for pre-notification about spraying near Monument
Lake Road, but it did not happen.
• It sounds like the town’s communi-
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cation has been more reactive than
proactive.
• When poison hemlock is being eradicated, is anything being planted in its
place?
Volunteers in Palmer Lake using
shovels have removed three tons of weeds
to date, including myrtle spurge, poison
hemlock, and knapweed. They need
more help this year. See www.ocn.me/
v14n11.htm#hang for information.
Williams said she is developing an
integrated pest management plan now and
is mapping the weeds. The town is trying to contain poison hemlock and leafy
spurge using mechanical, biological, and
herbicidal means. The town is a member
of Colorado Weed Management Association, she said.

Walk, bike, connect

Rachel Beck, Policy and Communications
Manager at Pikes Peak Area Council of
Governments (PPACG), told the trustees
about the Pikes Peak Non-motorized
Transportation System Plan. The goal is
to establish a continuous and coordinated
regional non-motorized transportation network to increase bicycling and walking.
The focus is on connectivity between
trails and improving access to information/
maps. The Front Range Trail is the spine of
the network, and the project is working on
adding east-west connectivity.
Beck said that bicycling tourism contributes about $28 million in direct economic impact to the local economy each
year. She said 2.5 million auto trips are
made every day in Pikes Peak region, and
the 20 percent that are less than five miles
would be great for local cyclists.
See www.walkbikeconnect.org to
identify an unsafe trail or a needed con-

nection and also to tell PPACG what is
going right. Beck can be reached at 719471-7080 x139 or at travel@ppacg.org.
To learn about upcoming opportunities for
input, see www.ppacg.org.

YMCA funding discussion

According to the approved board meeting

minutes from May 4, the trustees heard a
presentation from the YMCA asking for
funding from the board for expansion of
the current facility, hoping for $25,000 to
$50,000 a year for five years. The trustees
asked many questions of the YMCA presenters that night, but Town Manager and

