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Above: On July 22, Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Chief Chris
Truty read the oath of office to newly promoted Battalion Chief
Mike Dooley. Truty said Dooley is a well-respected leader and
brings “institutional knowledge and a lot of expertise” to serve
in this role. Photo by Lisa Hatfield

sons & Rosacker LLP, presented
his audit of the 2014 district fi-
nancial statements. He said it was
a clean audit with no significant
surprises.

Downs said it is difficult
for small districts to achieve
the ideal amount of segregation
of duties. Accountant “Frances
(Esty) is doing all the work™ and
this did not allow for cross-refer-
encing and checks and balances,
he said.

The board voted unanimous-
ly to accept the audit.

Firewise award system
Fire Marshal John Vincent de-
scribed a new award system
he has developed to encourage
residents who are doing fire fuel
mitigation around their homes.
Firefighter crews who notice
work in progress can stop and
engage with homeowners and
reinforce to homeowners when
they are doing something right.
Vincent wants all 48 subdivisions
in TLMFPD to work toward
being Firewise, which includes
thinning trees so the ones that re-
main are healthy and well-spaced
and don’ t allow fire to creep up
into the tree crowns.

The long-term goal is to
become a “fire-adapted com-
munity” where natural wildfires
don’ t last as long and are less
destructive.

“We will have a wildfire

here. How catastrophic the fire
will be is up to the homeowners,”
Vincent said. Recent rains may
have helped with short-term fire
danger, but “what’ s green today
will be brown tomorrow” and
add to the fire fuel load around
people’ s homes, he warned.

See www.ocn.me/
v1i4nl2 htm#cwmpll101,
www.tlmfire.org/ready-set-go or
write to jvincent@tlmfire.org for
more information on your own
property’ s fuels mitigation needs
or how to start a Firewise group
in your neighborhood.

Chief Chris Truty announced
that the Masonic Lodge in Monu-
ment planned to name Vincent
“Firefighter of the Year” at a
ceremony on July 26. His experi-
ence includes myriad roles in the
firefighting field, search and res-
cue, first responder at multiple lo-
cal and national emergencies in-
cluding the 2012 Waldo Canyon
Fire, and many years of military
service including a tour of duty in
Afghanistan with the 19" Special
Forces Group in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. Since
April 2012, he has developed
district-wide fire prevention and
community wildfire awareness
programs.

New battalion chief
Truty read the oath of office to

newly promoted Battalion Chief

Mike Dooley. Truty said Dooley
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was a BC before the TLMFPD
reorganization that occurred a
few years ago and has now of-
fered his “institutional knowl-
edge and expertise” to serve as
BC again.

Financial report
Treasurer John Hildebrandt said
that expenses as of the end of
June were about 2 percent below
budget. Ambulance revenues
were 6 percent below budget, but
overall revenue was on track. The
directors unanimously approved
the June 30 financial report.

Chief’ s report

Truty’ s comments included:

* Health care costs are in-
creasing due to the Afford-
able Care Act.

e The promotional exam for
lieutenants is in preparation.

e Tax levy discussion for May
2016 is considering bond
levy vs. mill levy options.

e Larkspur Fire Protection
District has removed itself
from merger talks with
TLMFPD, but Donald
Wescott is considering do-
ing some operations with
the district.

*  Sheriff Bill Elder is making
it a priority to work on 911
station alerting to fire sta-
tions to improve reliability.

Deputy Chief Randy Trost’ s
comments included:

TLMFPD sent two firefight-
ers to Denver to honor fallen
firefighter John Whelan.

* Maintenance and repairs
continue at all three sta-
tions.

* The eetis continuing to do
maintenance, and the new
brush truck and two four-
wheel-drive ambulances are
on the way.

* Thank you to Chief Arturo
Morales of the Castle Rock
Fire/Rescue Department
for donating three portable
and two mobile radios that
match the ones TLMFPD
uses.

Fire station tours

scheduled for Oct. 28
TLMFPD plans to offer tours of
all three fire stations before the
regular October board meeting.
The goal will be to show the
status of the fire stations to all
the directors and any members of
public who would like to get this
information.

Administrative Assistant
Jennifer Martin described many
public relations events that the
firefighters have participated in
including July 4 parade security,
car seat checks, fire mitigation
assessments, public education
sessions at parks and schools, a
benefit ride, and the upcoming
Aug. 8 Safety Day at U.S. Tae-
kwondo Center.

Shirk meets protesters

in Denver
President Jake Shirk said he had
just spent three days in down-
town Denver at a police chief’

s conference and “had the plea-
sure of meeting” a contingent
of anonymous, masked Occupy
Denver participants that were
there protesting against the “rac-
ist, brutal police chiefs all meet-
ing together to conspire against
them.” He said there were uni-
formed officers in full riot gear
there to protect the chiefs going
to the conference. “It was pretty
interesting,” he said.

The meeting adjourned at 7:
36 p.m.
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The next meeting will be held at
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 26
in the Monument Town Hall at
645 Beacon Lite Road. Meetings
are usually held on the fourth
Wednesday of each month. For
information, contact Jennifer
Martin at 719-484-0911.
Lisa Hatfield can be contacted at
lisahatfield@ocn.me.

And say hello to savings.

MOUNTAIN VIEW ELECTRIC ASSOCIATION, INC.
Yourr Tonachstone Energy” Co eive LEy

The card is yours. The savings are yours.

All because you're a member of a
Touchstone Energy cooperative.
Discover all the ways you can save
today, visit www.mvea.coop or call

opermive 112

To help our members save money on goods and services of all
kinds, we started the Co-op Connections program. Just take
your FREE Co-op Connections Card wherever you go. Pull it out
anywhere you see a Co-op Connections sticker.

Lonnecrions: ( Ned

800-388-9881.

Your North Springs
Resident
Real Estate Expert

mrudolph@erashieldscom

SPRINGS RANCH
* Main Level Living* Simply Impeccable*
Classic Homes Rancher* 3 Bed/ 3 Bath/ 2-
Car* 2,611 Sq. Ft.* Great Room w/ Walk-out
to Patio* Eat-In Kitchen w/ Enormous Pantry/
Desk* Huge Rec Room* 4th Bedroom is 75%
complete* Lots of Storage* Gorgeous, Mani-
cured and Fenced Yard w/ Veggie Garden*
Peaceful Private* Close to Everything!* A/C*
Trees* $235,000*

BROAMOOR GOLF COURSE
* To Be Built* East Edge of Course* Huge
Views of Mtn. Course and Cheyenne Mtn.*
4Bed/ 3Bath/ 3Car* Customizable Ranch
Floorplan* Unbelievable Quality* High Country
Homes* Granite/ Hardwood/ Stucco* All the

WM Trimmings* Enormous .80 Acre Lot* 3,768 Sq.

(719) 492-3974 Cell
(719) 593-1000 Office

£ Shields

Ft.* SD-12*
$699,000*

ADORABLE DOWNTOWN

* Great Location* Downtown Bungalow

l Rancher* Desirable Area* 3Bed/ 2Bath/ 2Car*

Cute as a Button* Private, Fully Fenced Yard*
Large Master Bedroom w/ Sitting Area* Light/
Bright Kitchen* Designer Colors* .17 Acre Lot*
1,822 Sq. Ft.* Fully Finished Basement* Well
Maintained* Plenty of Garden Space* Over-

sized Storage Sheds for your Outdoor Toys*

$265,000*




