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• Monument had 6,000 resi-
dents in last census, and 70-
80 percent of them get their 
water not from the town but 
from Triview and Wood-
moor at greatly increased 
rates.

• The general fund is supple-
menting the struggling wa-
ter district.

• We have no real cash re-
serves right now for the wa-
ter fund. 

• This proposal solves the is-
sues, but it does so at a price 
detrimental to many of our 
citizens and businesses.

• I propose that we have an 
open house just on this item 
for public input and counter-
proposals. I just want one 
last chance for vetting all the 
opinions. 

Mayor Rafael Dominguez’s com-
ments included:
• Rates will go up. Unfortu-

nately, it will have an impact 
on the residents of this com-
munity.

• The town in doing its due 
diligence collaborating with 
different organizations and 
reaching out to the public. 

• I do not want to be like the 
federal government that 
racked up $19 trillion in debt 
because they did not have 
the backbone to do what 
needed to be done. 

• I concur that we cannot con-
tinue to discuss it beyond the 
next board meeting. We will 
be voting on March 7.

During the public comments 
section, business owners A. B. 
Tellez and John Dominowski 
agreed with the idea of the public 
workshop, which was scheduled 

for Feb. 22. Dominowski asked 
about what happened to the rev-
enue collected from the 1 percent 
sales tax approved by voters in 
2005 and why that money was 
not going to assist the water en-
terprise fund. 

Public Works Director Tom 
Tharnish and Town Treasurer 
Pamela Smith explained that the 
2A funds were specifically used 
both for the acquisition, storage, 
and delivery (ASD) of new wa-
ter rights, and in addition, from 
2009-2016, 35 percent of the wa-
ter sales tax revenue went to cov-
er $4.4 million for the new police 
and town hall building. It will be 
paid off in 2016. See www.ocn.
me/v5n12.htm#bot1107, www.
ocn.me/v9n4.htm#monbot.

The board voted unanimous-
ly to continue the water rates 
discussion and its related public 
hearing to the March 7 meeting. 
The trustees also agreed to hold 
a public workshop in the interim, 
which was then scheduled for 
Feb. 22 at 5:30 p.m. 

Senior living  
facilities coming

Dominguez said he has been 
working closely with the presi-
dent of Bethesda Senior Living 
Communities and hopes that 
groundbreaking for a new facility 
on Beacon Lite Road will hap-
pen in April or May. He said a 
public meeting would be coming 
up with the president and senior 
citizens in community. (www.
bethesdaseniorliving.com/)

He also said that another 
senior living developer is in-
vestigating building in Monu-
ment. “It’s very preliminary, but 
it is getting the attention that it 

needs,” Dominguez said.
Reduce fuels around 

home to reduce fire risk
“Continue to mitigate for wild-
fire prevention,” said Fire Mar-
shal John Vincent of Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Protection Dis-
trict. He said although the Tri-
Lakes area has had “two years 
off” from wildfires, each hom-
eowner should continue working 
on reducing the amount of fuels 
that could lead a fire toward their 
home. 

“Mitigation is a lifestyle,” 
he said. If you are not already 
working to remove flammable 
bushes and trees from near your 
home, especially scrub oak and 
junipers, “you need to start,” he 
said. See www.ocn.me/v14n12.
htm#cwmp1101.
Note: May 7 will be Community 
Firewise Day, with several events 
happening in the Tri-Lakes area. 
Mark your calendar and watch for 
more information to learn more 
about what needs to be done to 
reduce the risk that a wildfire will 
destroy your home.

Checks over $5,000
The consent agenda was ap-
proved unanimously, includ-
ing the following checks over 
$5,000:
• Triview Metro District: sales 

tax, December 2015; motor 
vehicle tax “not to exceed” 
$10,000; regional build-
ing sales tax, January 2016, 
$131 – total “not to exceed” 
$174,153 

• Global Underground, distri-
bution line repair and main-
tenance − $15,177

The meeting adjourned at 7:19 
p.m.

**********
The Monument Board of Trust-
ees usually meets at 6:30 p.m. 
on the first and third Mondays of 
each month at Monument Town 
Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. The 
next meeting is scheduled for 
March 7. Call 884-8014 or see 
www.townofmonument.org for 
information. 

To see upcoming agendas 
and complete board packets for 
the Monument Board of Trust-
ees, see http://monumenttownco.
minutesondemand.com and click 
on Board of Trustees.
Lisa Hatfield can be reached at 

lisahatfield@ocn.me. 

Above: After the Feb. 16 Monument Board of Trustees meeting, 
KOAA News 5 anchor Zach Thaxton interviewed Mayor Rafael 
Dominguez about his thoughts on the proposed water rates 
increase for town of Monument water customers. The board 
scheduled a special meeting for public input on Feb. 22 and 
planned to finally vote on the proposal March 7. Photo by Lisa 
Hatfield.


