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15 Acres—Trees and Meadow

Enjoy peace, privacy,
and mountain views.
Stucco, 3 bd, 2 ba,
over 3300 sq. ft.
Unfinished basement,
D-38. $439,000.

Sue Gindhart, ABR, CRS, GRI, (719) 339-8346
Rawhide Company, Realtors

The Speedtrap

Fresh Ingredients ~ Local Produce
Creative Menus ~ Full Barista and Bar Service
Daily: 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Breakfast and Lunch
Friday/Saturdays: 5:00 - 9:00 p.m. Dinner
and Live Music: 8:00 - 11:00 p.m.
Available for Special EventsÊ

Come visit us at: 84 Highway 105, #2, Palmer Lake, CO 80133
719.488.2007
www.speedtrapbistro.com

DAAC hears reports on superintendent’s
contract, curriculum, gifted and special
education
By Harriet Halbig
The District 38 District Accountability and Advisory
Committee (DAAC) received reports on a number of subjects including the superintendent’s contract, curriculum
and gifted and special education at its Feb. 9 meeting at
Lewis-Palmer Middle School.

Board of Education update

In response to public inquiries, Board Liaison John Magerko explained the way in which compensation for the superintendent in her new contract was determined. Some
community members questioned the amount of increase
over the previous contract period. Magerko said that Superintendent Karen Brofft, when hired, accepted a lower
compensation as the equivalent of the probationary period
used for teachers.
Due to her superior performance, she received a significant increase upon renewal of her contract last year and
this year was approved for a three-year contract.
Public objection arose due to the fact that the last
three-year contract was signed with a superintendent
whose contract was bought out after a short tenure. Magerko assured the committee that this will not happen again,
due to a clause that would limit payout to no more than six
months’ salary or the remainder of the individual’s term,
whichever is shorter. Brofft also pays the same amount as
other district employees for health benefits.
The amount of compensation was determined after consultation with neighboring districts and Magerko
pointed out that Brofft’s new compensation is equal to that
requested by another candidate at the time she was hired.
Regarding academic standards, Magerko said that
some still object to the use of Common Core in curriculum, but he said the district can make them work and otherwise would have to revise curriculum extensively. The
state will begin to review its standards in July. Beginning
in March, the state will seek input from districts.

Make time for yourself Mondays, 6:30-7:45 pm,
to practice YIN YOGA at Yoga Pathways,
755 Hwy 105, West End Center, Ste A
YIN postures are held for longer periods of time and
is a slow yoga practice. No prior experience needed.
Wear comfortable clothes and prepare to unwind.

FIRST CLASS IS ALWAYS FREE!

Call Deb Harano at (719) 338-8467 or email
DimensionsYoga@gmail.com with any questions.
COUNSELING
PSYCHOTHERAPIST MA
MARY SENOUR
Marriage • Family • Adolescents
Substance Abuse • Body Image
Coping Skills • Coaching
236 N. Washington St., Monument

Curriculum update

Director of Curriculum and Professional Development
Sheila Beving reported that the district is exercising local
control over its curriculum. Teachers write their own lesson plans and formulate assessments in keeping with state
standards.
During the fall, the department reviewed fourth- to
eighth-grade science curriculum and looked at resources available. In late February, a shorter list of resources
would be considered.
During the winter, the department will listen to the
opinions of focus groups regarding priorities and monitor
teacher activity.
Other areas to review include social studies for sixth
and seventh grades and civics textbooks. The kindergarten
report card is also under review.
During the spring, kindergarten through third-grade
science will be examined, plus eighth-grade math.
During the summer, technological competencies for
students and teachers will be examined and training materials for staff will be developed.

Special education report

Special Education Parent Liaison Michelle Nay reported
on activities of the Special Education Advisory Committee, which serves as a forum for parents, teachers, and
community members. The group meets five times a year
and is state mandated.
The group often hosts guest speakers and offers explanations and demonstrations of resources available in
the community and in the schools and on how parents can
advocate for their students within the system.

Gifted education update

Director of Assessment and Gifted Education Lori Benton
reported on activities of the Gifted Education Leadership
Team (GELT) following a recent audit of its activities.
Benton said that the activities of the team are largely
grant funded.
Explaining the gifted identification process, Benton
said that the staff must offer a body of evidence supporting
a student’s selection. This evidence includes observation
of certain behaviors in addition to assessment results. A
new area of concentration is development of processes to
identify students gifted in the arts.
The team begins in the third grade to screen students
and trains staff on identification of gifted behaviors.
In answer to a question, Benton said that younger students who are identified as gifted may undergo further observation. In some cases, such students may be in classes
above their grade level in their areas of strength.
Benton also pointed out that there are students who
may be receiving special education services and are also
gifted in some areas. Among these students and English
Language Learners the identification process may be more
challenging.
Although active identification does not continue into
high school, Benton emphasized that students are offered
the opportunity to access outside resources in their area

(719) 331-4312 Email: senour71@gmail.com

Let me rock
your style!
One of the most
important things for
looking young is a
modern haircut.
I specialize in the
latest color trends and
textured razor cuts.

Arlene Nelson

325 Second St. Suite Y, Downtown Monument

(719) 487-8660

Furnished Studio Apartment For Rent

Totally clean and neat. Great quiet location in the woods near Fox Run
Park. North end Colorado Springs near I-25 and Baptist Road. Separate
entrance, kitchen, and bath. New bathroom and kitchen. Laundry in
the garage. N/S. N/P. Single adult only. Available now. $995/month
includes utilities and laundry. One-year lease. $800 deposit and full
background check required. On-street parking. Call, Text, or Email:

Nan (719) 651-0488 Selahsgrandma1@yahoo.com

