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By Jackie Burhans
The Monument Academy (MA) School 
Board met on March 10 to discuss the 
school branding, curriculum, exceptions to 
class size standards, and the teacher survey 
along with other subjects.

Rebranding from  
core knowledge

Principal Lis Richard reported on a cur-
riculum summit held at The Hideaway 
with a handpicked group of teachers, Ex-
ecutive Director Dr. Don Griffin and oth-
ers. The group discussed MA branding, 
noting that MA has always branded itself a 
core knowledge school but feels conflicted 
about it. They feel that the foundation has 
taken a far left swing and that the founda-
tion website (www.coreknowledge.org) 
doesn’t match MA’s values. MA needs to 
determine if it is happy to be identified 
with that brand or if MA is mature and 
doesn’t need that branding as a crutch to 
carry the school. 

Under leadership and guidance, a 

group is putting together a framework of a 
scope and sequence, Richard noted, adding 
“We have now for the first time an actual 
solid philosophy that is guiding our steps.” 
She noted that the board provides the mis-
sion and vision and indicated that MA will 
still use the resource of core knowledge. 
The curriculum committee with the help 
of key staff members is putting together 
a document on why MA is making this 
change to bring to the board next month. 
Another action team will put together a 
process MA will follow on ordering new 
curriculum and how it aligns with MA’s 
philosophy, state standards, and values. 
Richard said that a lot of teachers are feel-
ing that the board made a resolution some 
time back identifying what we are not and, 
given the change in core knowledge direc-
tion, it is important that MA identify who 
we are. 

Increasing class size
The board unanimously approved an in-
creased class size to accommodate the 
“bubble” class for fifth grade. This class is 

sideration to the way that the inevi-
table negotiations are headed.”

• Julie Jadomski celebrated the com-
munity spirit in evidence at a recent 
Pride Assembly at Lewis-Palmer 
Middle School.

**********
The Board of Education of Lewis-Palmer 
D-38 generally meets on the third Thurs-
day of the month in the district’s Learning 
Center, 146 Jefferson St. at 6 p.m.

James Howald can be reached at 

jameshowald@ocn.me. 
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