
July 4th events

By Lisa Hatfield
The Triview Metropolitan District Board 
meeting on June 14 included two newly 
elected board members and lasted 5½ 
hours. The energetic discussion included 
budgetary and operational ramifications 
of the 10 percent growth rate of the dis-
trict and the need to hire another full-time 
employee. The directors heard presenta-
tions on the multiple roles for which Triv-
iew is responsible, the Sanctuary Pointe 
development in progress, and the need 
to plan for funding wastewater treatment 
plant capacity expansion and improve-
ment to meet both current and future un-
determined state regulations.
Note: On June 17, Triview imposed tem-
porary emergency watering restrictions 
due to “unusually high water demand” 
that appears to be caused by unexpected 
residential outdoor irrigation despite 
higher than average rainfall. All residents 
had to stop outdoor water use except for 
drip irrigation systems and existing dis-
trict-approved new sod permits, but those 
residents were asked to cut back on wa-
tering also. Triview board meetings are 
always open to the public, and the next 
one will be at the Fairfield Inn, 15275 
Struthers Road, Colorado Springs. See 
related Donala article on page 12.

By Harriet Halbig
The Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Educa-
tion approved the budget for the 2016-17 
school year and approved the signing of 
a 10-year contract with Monument Acad-
emy at its June 16 meeting.

Budget discussion
In accordance with state statute, the board 
held a brief public hearing regarding the 
budget before a vote was taken.

Assistant Superintendent Cheryl 
Wangeman explained the budget process 
to the board and said that the proposed 
budget is balanced. Among the goals in 
creating the budget was maintenance of 
present class size, provision of adequate 
compensation for staff in order to retain 
well-qualified staff and compete with 
neighboring districts, absorption of the in-
creased cost of health insurance and Public 
Employee Retirement Association costs, 
and a focus on the district’s technology in-
frastructure.

Wangeman pointed out that the dis-
trict had been awarded a BEST grant to 
offset the cost of removing asbestos from 
Palmer Lake Elementary School and to 
provide a new roof there. As a result, a 
loan of $400,000 was taken from the Gen-
eral Fund until the project is complete.

She also explained that expenditures 
for technology upgrades would now be 

taken from the General Fund rather than 
the Capital Reserve because such upgrades 
are viewed as an ongoing activity.

Wangeman also requested advance 
approval for some capital improvements to 
be made during the summer.

Several members of the public spoke 
before the board. Jackie Burhans thanked 
the board for holding an open workshop 
on the subject of the budget. Don Patrick 
expressed concern about salaries for local 
teachers compared to those in adjoining 
districts. He also objected to the extent of 
salary increases received by administrative 
personnel compared to teachers. Doyle 
Oakey addressed the technology budget, 
saying that it is administered by someone 
with insufficient experience and that the 
district should do a better job of keeping 
adult and student addresses confidential.

Derek Araje agreed that teachers were 
receiving less of a salary increase than 
principals and suggested that no employee 
should receive a larger increase than teach-
ers.

Laura Lee Hitzler commented that 
Monument Academy is being underfund-
ed and as a result the teachers there are 
compensated less than in the traditional 
schools. She said that the board main-
tains that the original intent of the 1999 
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See pages 27-31 for details of these 
and many other local events.

● Concerts in the Park, every Wed., 
Jul. 6-Jul. 27, 7-9 p.m. 

● Town of Monument Public Forum: 
Land Use Ordinance Workshop, 
Thu., Jul. 7, 6 p.m.

● NEPCO Meeting, Sat., Jul. 9, 10 
a.m.-noon. HOA legal issues.

● El Paso County Hazardous Materi-
als & Recycling Collection Facility, 
Sat., Jul. 9, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

● Tri-Lakes Land Use Committee, 
Mon., Jul. 11, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

● Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Jul. 13
● Free Movie Night: The Goonies, 

Thu., Jul. 14, 7 p.m.
● Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, 

Tue., July 19, 3-7 p.m.
● Art Hop, Thu., Jul. 21, 5-8 p.m.
● Palmer Lake Historical Society: 

The Goodnight Legacies, Thu., Jul. 
21, 7 p.m.

● Terri Hendrix and Lloyd Maines 
TLCA Concert, Sat., Jul. 23, 7 p.m.

● Free Movie Night: WALL-E, Thu., 
Jul. 28, 7 p.m.

● Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Jul. 29
● Monument & Palmer Lake Librar-

ies: End of Summer Party, Fri., Jul. 
29, 10 a.m.-noon

● Monument Library: Fire Mitiga-
tion Workshop, Sat., Jul. 30, 10 a.m.-
noon

● Free Movie Night: Inside Out, Thu., 
Aug. 4, 7 p.m.

● Return of the Rocky Mountain 
Chautauqua, Sat., Aug. 6, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.

● Tri-Lakes Cruisers 15th Annual 
Benefit Car Show, Sun., Aug. 7, 7 
a.m.-3 p.m. ■
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Above: Members of the 4A State Champion Lewis-Palmer High Girls Soccer 
team with their coaches, Joe Martin and Ryan Parsons. The players from the 
left are Karly Sandoval, Haley Arsenault, Sarah Lyons, Brenna Oakey, Sammy 
Kazlausky, and Brianna Alger. Photo by Harriet Halbig.
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Above: Triview Metropolitan District 
water customers were notified on 
June 17 that the district was imposing 
emergency watering restrictions 
because it was experiencing “an 
abnormal, and unusually high, water 
demand that appears to be caused 
by residents’ outdoor irrigation.” 
Residents were told not to do any 
outside watering until further notice 
so that the district could continue 
to provide critical household water 
needs and potential firefighting 
requirements. By June 22, emergency 
irrigation restrictions were posted 
saying residents could irrigate on two 
specific nights a week. Photo by Lisa 
Hatfield.

(Continued on page 2)

● 7 a.m., Palmer Lake 4 Mile Fun Run, 
Palmer Lake Santa Fe Trailhead. 
Register at www.july4funrun.com.

● 7-10 a.m., Pancake breakfast, tickets 
at the door, St Peter Catholic Church, 
55 Jefferson St.

● 8 a.m.-3 p.m., Tri-Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce Street Fair, 2nd Street and 
Washington Street

● 9:30 a.m., Monument Hill Kiwanis 
Children’s Parade, Downtown Monu-
ment

● 10 a.m.-noon, Monument Hill Ki-
wanis 4th of July Parade, Downtown 
Monument. Register to participate: 
www.monumenthillkiwanis.org. 
Kids’ games, Monument Community 
Presbyterian Church, 3rd & Jeffer-

son.
● 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Tri-Lakes Chamber 

Beer Garden, family friendly, Lim-
bach Park, Monument

● Noon-9 p.m., Monument Music Fes-
tival, Downtown Monument

● 7-9 p.m., Bands play at the Palmer 
Lake baseball diamond

● 9 p.m., Palmer Lake fireworks at 
dusk. For more information or to 
make a donation, write to palmer-
lakefireworks@gmail.com or see 
Facebook/Palmer Lake Fireworks.

Parade spectators are encouraged to come 
early, park at Palmer Ridge High School 
or Lewis-Palmer High School, and ride 
the free bus to and from downtown Monu-
ment. ■
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mill levy override (MLO) was to exclude 
Monument Academy, but that in fact it is 
unethical to exclude 15 percent of the stu-
dent population from funding. 

Steven Philips commented that he 
chose to move to the district because of the 
quality of its schools, but now fears that, 
with the current shortage of new teach-
ers, the district will be unable to maintain 
the current excellent quality of staff. He 
said that due to the fact that many district 

teachers are retired military and therefore 
receive a pension in addition to their sal-
ary, the district is enjoying an advantage.

Members of the board thanked the cit-
izens who came to share their comments.

Superintendent update
District Superintendent Karen Brofft re-
ported that an academy will be held for 
teachers to improve their technological 
skills and discuss curriculum. A draft of 
student technology skill requirements is 

ready, and the district has received an Eng-
lish Language Proficiency Act Excellence 
Award.

Wangeman reported that Lewis-
Palmer Middle School will be taken off of 
federal funding for its lunch program be-
ginning in the fall. The high schools took 
this action a few years ago when federal 
requirements for protein were significantly 
reduced and consequently many students 
chose to leave the campus for lunch. The 
nutrition program in the high schools re-
turned to profitable status within the year 
and it is assumed that the middle school 
will follow suit. The action will be on a 
trial basis initially.

Wangeman also reported that the dis-
trict’s bond rating is AA2, due to a healthy 
tax base and a strong financial position.

Board President Mark Pfoff, through 
questions to Wangeman, determined that 
the district budget has been balanced since 
2008 and that the district is audited annu-
ally and has received awards for the qual-
ity of its financial reporting. Budgeting in 

the district is a fluid process with reviews 
each month.

Board Treasurer John Magerko com-
mented that perhaps the district should re-
examine its salary schedule, particularly in 
comparison with other local districts.

Director Sarah Sampayo suggested 
that the budget could be presented in a 
more straightforward format, perhaps us-
ing footnotes and definition of terms. She 
also suggested that salary schedules should 
be made more accessible and that teachers 
should receive the same percentage in-
creases as others.

The budget was approved and the 
board voted to carry forward projects now 
underway.

Monument Academy contract
The board passed a motion to sign a 10-
year contract with Monument Charter 
Academy and submit it to academy of-
ficials for signing. (Addendum: A press 
release the following day said the contract 
had been renewed and the district remains 
the authorizer for the academy. Monu-

Now enrolling for the 2016-2017 school year!  

Bring your coupon in today!

VISIT US AT:
1594 JACKSON CREEK PKWY
MONUMENT, CO NEXT TO HOME DEPOT

HOURS: 
MONSAT 6am-9pm Sun 7am-8pm

Expires: July 17, 2016

COFFEE GRANITA
$2.00 OFF

Expires: July 17, 2016

LACHINO
$2.00 OFF

Enjoy your coffee shop!

* Our practice is a perfect alternative for 
individuals with high co-pays  

and high deductibles! * 

* Self-Pay, Affordable* 
Physical Therapy Services 

430 Beacon Lite Road #120, Monument, CO. 80132    (719) 481-3747    FAX 488-6547 

Make an appointment online 
at www.takechargept.com 

Now offering early morning, late evening, and 
Saturday appointments. Scott Simpson, DPT, has a 
strong background in treating balance problems, low 
back and joint pain, weakness, sports, and orthopedic 
injuries.  
 

Scott provides exceptional one-on-one care! 
• Manual Therapy and Physical Agents for pain, 

spasm and soft-tissue injuries, including Ultrasound, 
Laser, Iontophoresis, and E-stim 

• Pre-operative and Post-operative Programs 
• Therapeutic and Sports Massage 
• Sports Medicine and Orthopedic Training and Rehab 
• Extensive Patient Education and Home Programs 
• Balance Improvement Programs 

Live Your Life! 

Scott Simpson, 
DPT 
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ment Academy waived any claim 
to funds generated by the 1999 
MLO and will receive $425,000 
in funds and services for the first 
year and more than $300,000 
each year following. The district 
will waive the Authorizer Admin-
istration Fee, making Monument 
Academy the only charter school 
in the state with the fee waived. 
The contract also allows Monu-
ment Academy to choose a dif-
ferent chartering authority within 
the next two years.)

School readiness 
waiver

The board passed a motion 
to authorize a request for a 
waiver from TS Gold readi-
ness assessments for kin-
dergarteners, stating that the 
district’s report cards are 
sufficiently detailed to deter-
mine readiness, and the board 
wants to keep student data 
local. Director of Curricu-
lum Sheila Beving said that 
the state Board of Education 
will most likely vote on the 

request in September because the 
board does not meet during the 
summer. The district’s request for 
a waiver last year failed by a nar-
row margin.

Additional actions
The board voted to approve sci-
ence curriculum for the seventh 
and eighth grades.

The board approved the new 
wording of Board Policy KF re-
garding community use of school 
facilities.

The board also approved 

new wording of Board Policy 
JS regarding technology use by 
students. The previous month the 
board had sent questions to board 
counsel whether parents should 
be allowed to opt out of technol-
ogy use. The new wording stress-
es not sharing account numbers 
and passwords and that students 
have no expectation of privacy 
when using district technology 
so that such use may be investi-
gated in case of wrongdoing. The 
policy also states that the district 

reserves the right to seek legal ac-
tion against those who use anoth-
er’s accounts or engage in harass-
ment or plagiarism using district 
facilities. Students and parents 
must sign an agreement to abide 

by the policy at the beginning of 
each school year.

The board passed a resolu-
tion to hire RTA Architects to 
provide long-range planning ser-
vices.

I-25 & Baptist Road—Adjacent to King Soopers 
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday 

10 am to 7 pm Sunday 

719-481-0708 

 Over 1,100 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines 
 500 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers 
 Fine Cigars • Wide Variety of Spirits • Walk-In Wine Cooler 

* Excludes purchases of kegs, cigarettes & other sale items. Expires 11/30/15. 

Fringe Benefits  Custom  Interiors,  LLC 
(719) 339-4219 

• Blinds 
• Window Treatments 
• Fabrics 
• Remodels 
• New Construction 

Mary Sue Hafey 
Interior Designer 
licensed/insured 
Monument, CO fringebenefitscustominteriors.houzz.com 

719-332-6472
Awards & Trophies

NAME TAGS 
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personalized gifts

Wine Glasses
Crystal Key Chain

Photo Frame
Vases

TROPHIES

&
MEDALS

Mention OCN 
for 10% off!

EagleEngravingCO.com

Located in Jackson Creek!

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

Finding Solutions for Your
Financial Needs

Donna M O'Bryant
Financial Advisor
.

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-487-0407
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

www.k2kritte
rsolutions

.com
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Student recognition
The board recognized a number of students for their ath-
letic achievements. Among them were the Lewis-Palmer 
High School Girls Soccer Team, which won the state 4A 
Championship (including Brianna Alger, the Gazette Peak 
Performer of the Year, and co-coaches Joe Martin and 
Ryan Parsons, who were named Gazette Co-coaches of 
the year for Girls Soccer); Paul Tillotson, who was named 
Gatorade Baseball Player of the Year for Colorado; and 
various members of the Palmer Ridge Track Team who 
were not present. Among them were Caleb Ojennes, who 
was state champion in the 200m, 400m and 4x400; George 
Silvanic, discus state champion, and the state relay cham-
pions Brandon Pappas, Garret Obermeyer, Bailey Rosen-
strauch and Caleb Ojennes.
Lewis-Palmer High School Principal Sandi Brandl intro-
duced Laura Olson, who received a scholarship from the 
Monument Hill Kiwanis Club.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer D-38 Board of Education meets at 6 
p.m. on the third Thursday of each month at the district’s 
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. There will 
be no meeting in July.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

 
 

  

 
       

www.YogaPathwaysStudio.com  481-4137  
 755 Hwy. 105 (3/4 mile w. of Monument Safeway)  

Yoga Pathways 
 Raleigh Dove, E-RYT 500, Cert. Yoga Therapist 

  Public and Private Classes  
Specializing in Yoga Therapeutics 

Above: Laura Olson, left, was awarded a 
scholarship by Monument Hill Kiwanis. With her is 
Lewis-Palmer High School Principal Sandi Brandl. 
Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Guitar Lessons 
All Ages • Beginners Welcome 

Summer Special! 
Pay for three lessons, get one FREE! 

New students only. One-time only.  

Call Mike at 487-8435 
Graduate of the Guitar Institute of Technology. 

30 years’ Teaching Experience.  
Quality Home Child Care 

Infant, Toddler, Preschool Program 
Full-time and part-time, before and 
after school, nights and weekends 

available, Immediate openings ages 0-6 
My childcare offers everything I would 
want for my child—stories, songs, art, 
fun indoor and outdoor activities. I will 
give your child the best care possible. 

Call Carmen at (719) 488-6561 

Mark D George, DDS, 
Orthodontic Specialist 

 

Braces and Invisalign 
for Children, Adolescents, and Adults 

 

Call to schedule a FREE consultation
(719) 488-2806 

1880 Willow Park Way, #102 
Off Woodmoor Drive near  

Lewis-Palmer Middle School 
 

www.drgeorgeortho.com 
325 Second St. Suite Y, 
Downtown Monument 

 

(719) 487-8660 

Rita Shepherd-Fear 
Stylist/Barber/Colorist 
25+ yrs. experience.  

(719) 221-1750 
 

Brighten up your Hair 
with Bold Colors, 

Pastels, Highlights,  
or Lowlights! 

 

20% OFF! new clients with this ad 

Does Your Child Sing  
All the Time? 

 

Voice Lessons - Children to Adults 
High School Audition Prep 

 

Fall Enrollment: August 1-4 
Lessons Begin: August 15 

 
Sarah Groh  

Director 
grohmusic.com 
(719) 235-1646 

We carry YARN, knitting & 
crochet supplies

Above: Lewis-Palmer High School Athletic Director 
Nick Baker introduced Senior Paul Tillotson, right, 
who was named the Gatorade Colorado Baseball 
Player of the year. Photo by Harriet Halbig.
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By Jackie Burhans
The Monument Academy (MA) school board met June 9 
to recognize outgoing board members, swear in incoming 
members, and appropriate $450,000 to a Potential Bonus 
Endowment Fund. 

Recognition and oath for board members
Board member Sonya Camarco presented Jason Castro 
with a plaque in recognition of his three years of service 
on the board. Mario Ciabarra, who also concluded his ser-
vice with the board, was absent. Board member Jason Cas-
tro administered the oath of office to new board members 
Patrick Hall and Matthew Dunston who will take office at 
the July meeting. Castro asked Camarco to chair the nomi-
nating committee and asked board members Andy Gifford 
and Julie Galusky to be members of the committee. The 
nominating committee was directed to meet before the 
next board meeting member to propose officers for next 
year as well as make recommendations for board commit-
tees and assignments. Since three board members will be 
meeting it must be an open meeting, although they are not 
required to post it. 
Potential teacher bonus fund appropriated

In a discussion of the motion to revise the 2015-16 ap-
propriation, Camarco noted that Colorado Statute 22-44-
106(2) states that general expenses plus reserves cannot 
equal more than 15 percent of the budget. She noted that 
MA needed to appropriate (though not necessarily spend) 
about $450,000 for budgeting items as a contingency. The 
appropriation would be used for potential bonuses for 
teachers in the form of a segregated endowment. Per the 
board documents, this money could be used for general 
fund expenses in the event of a 7 percent decrease in stu-
dents, per pupil revenue, or capital construction funds and 
may be used as performance-based bonuses as deemed ap-

propriate by the administration. This type of appropriation 
will have to happen each year depending on the state of the 
budget. The MA board unanimously approved this motion. 

The next line item was to amend the 2016-17 budget 
from April to reflect the appropriation change. This mo-
tion was also unanimously approved. 

Board report highlights
• The assessment report will be ready for the board in 

time for the July meeting and will be put on the web-
site.

• Teacher turnover rate was 17.85 percent, which was 
higher than previous year’s rate of 13 percent but is 

Monument Hill  
Farmers Market  

             Every Saturday  
               8 am-2 pm 
 

Next to the park in front of the D-38 
Administration Building, 2nd & Jefferson St.  

in Downtown Monument. Park in the Grace Best 
parking lot or the Catholic Church parking lot. 

Playground for the kids!  
Palisade Cherries and more  

Produce Vendors than ever before! 
For information, call 592-9420. 

Powers Pet Porters 
Loving, Customized Pet Care 

Serving the Tri-Lakes area 
 

• Loving care for pets in your home 
• Home visits/overnight stays/dog walking 
• Special needs/meds 
• Services customized to your pet’s needs 

 

Joan Powers  (719) 641-6017   
www.powerspetporters.com 

Gophers, Moles and Voles-Oh My!  
 

We will get rid  
of burrowing  
rodents from 
your yard. 
 

No poison 
baits, no 
exploding 
bombs, no 
traps. 

 

Gophers B-Gone 

(719) 475-8600 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

719-481-4360 ~ http://ppra.biz ~ ride@ppra.biz 

HORSEBACK RIDING INSTRUCTION 
RAPTOR RIDGE RANCH 

 

 

    Lessons 
*Year Round 
*Group, Private 
*Ages 7 - Adult 
*Western, English   
        *Dressage

*CHA Certified* 
Instructor 

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team 
*Indoor Arena  

Above: At the Monument Academy School Board 
meeting on June 9, the board recognized the 
services of outgoing board member Jason Castro. 

Left: New Monument Academy school board 
members Patrick Hall, left, and Matthew Dunston, 
right, are sworn in. Photos by Jackie Burhans.

Are there ever times when the food 
for you and your family just isn’t 

enough but there isn’t any  
money to buy more?  
 

If so, you may be eligible for SNAP Benefits! 
 

• Save money  
• Eat better 
• Increase access to food 
• Live healthier 
• Reduce stress 
• And more! 

Special thanks to Kaiser Permanente for sponsoring this outreach.  

Call your Tri-Lakes Cares Case Manager today! 
• Last Names A-L: 719-481-4864 x102 
• Last Names M-Z: 719-481-4864 x112 
If you are not a client, call today to enroll! 

 

 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

 July 11-15, 2016 
 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon daily 

 No Cost / K-6th Grades 

Monument Community  
Presbyterian Church 

238 Third St., Monument, CO 

Register at www.mcpcusa.org or 
call (719) 481-3902 

FINDING TRUTH BELOW  

THE SURFACE 

Psalm 139:23-24 

Monument Academy School Board, June 9

Board welcomes new members, 
appropriates excess funds to potential 

teacher bonus fund
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still seven to eight points below the national average. 
Principal Lis Richards noted that she is excited about 
the staff for the upcoming year as in the last year MA 
needed to do some pruning. 

• Director Don Griffin discussed the D-38 data breach 
and noted that MA uses Google Apps for Education 
(GAFE) as a self-contained system from the district 
with a different sign in and no auto population.

• The board went into executive session for about an 
hour to discuss to discuss and receive legal advice on 
the negotiations with the district on the charter con-
tract. Upon returning, the board unanimously voted 
to extend contract negotiations until June 30.

Update: The MA Board held an emergency meeting on 

June 23 where they went into executive session for half an 
hour and then came out and voted unanimously to approve 
the charter school renewal contract with D-38 (see LPSD 
School Board meeting article on page 1).

**********
The next meeting will be on Thursday, July 21 at the 
Monument Academy library at 1150 Village Ridge Point. 
The Monument Academy usually meets at 7 p.m. on the 
second Thursday of each month. Information on the MA 
School Board, including schedule, minutes, committee 
and finances can be found at http://www.monumentacad-
emy.net/school-board. 

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

Tri-Lakes Consignment, Ltd. 
Furniture, Antiques, Collectibles & Gifts 

West End Center 
755 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake 

(719) 203-5178 
TLConsign.com 

Find your next treasure at Tri-Lakes Consignment 

susan.lohr54@gmail.com 

Susan Humphreys 
Piano Teacher 

Beginner to Intermediate 
My House or Yours 
25 Years Experience 

(719) 448-9233 
(719) 650-8877 

Need Some dirt moved?

Sharpest Cut  (719) 491-4811

All Types of Excavation
25 Years Experience • Insured
www.sharpestcut.com

COUNSELING 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST MA 

MARY SENOUR 
 

Marriage • Family • Adolescents  
Substance Abuse • Body Image  

Coping Skills • Coaching 
236 N. Washington St., Monument  

 

(719) 331-4312  Email: senour71@gmail.com  

Triview, which includes two-thirds of the population 
of the town of Monument and is still growing, is a Title 32 
special district within the town that provides roads, parks, 
and drainage maintenance, as well as water and sanitation 
utility services to the residents of Jackson Creek, Promon-
tory Pointe, and Sanctuary Pointe. 

New board elected
The new board elected in the May 3 election, which was 
not certified until after the regular May 17 meeting, is 
composed of President Reid Bolander, Vice President 
Mark Melville, Secretary/Treasurer Marco Fiorito, Direc-
tor James Barnhart, and Director James Otis.

Public comments
Public comment included:
• Can Triview make maintenance of the open space in 

Promontory Pointe more of a priority? 
• Possible fire hazard related to lack of open space 

maintenance and all the dead trees in Promontory 
Pointe.

• Concern about mosquito control in detention ponds 
and culverts that had large openings that could be 
dangerous to kids or pets.

• Would Triview consider posting its meeting agendas 
and board packets on the district website?

“A Look at the District”
District Manager Valerie Remington gave a one-hour pre-
sentation summarizing the roles of Triview. Her comments 
included:
• It is one of the larger metro districts in the state and 

covers roads, drainage, parks, water, and sanitation.
• Seven full-time, one part-time, and four seasonal em-

ployees
• $8.6 million annual budget expenditures
• $4.2 million annual debt service, “which is not typi-

cal. We are heavily in debt.”
• About 4,260 residents, which is two-thirds of Monu-

ment’s 6,200 total population
• About 1,450 taps 
• Nine parks, 56 acres of open space, five miles of 

trails, 50 lane miles of road, 105 miles each of sewer, 

Triview (Cont. from page 1)
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water, and storm drainage pipes (not 
including Sanctuary Pointe), 300 fire 
hydrants

• Eight wells, two water treatment 
plants, one 1.5 million gallon water 
tank (and one 1.1 million gallon tank 
and booster station under construc-
tion for Sanctuary Pointe)

• A total of 1.7 million gallons of water 
can be treated and pumped each day.

• The water tank holds less than one 
day’s water for normal summer irri-
gation season consumption.

• Triview’s sanitary sewer influent 
flows average 11.8 million gallons a 
month to Upper Monument Creek Re-
gional Wastewater Treatment Facility 
(UMCRWWTF).

• 340 irrigation zones, 732 water valves, 
12 pressure reducing valves, and 150 
storm boxes all requiring regular test-
ing

• Annual 10 percent growth is expected 
through 2020 due to new residential 
construction in Sanctuary Pointe, 
Homeplace Ranch, and ongoing 
growth along Jackson Creek Parkway 
and Baptist Road.

Remington compared Triview’s staffing to 
the Town of Monument’s and Donala Wa-
ter and Sanitation District’s, saying, “We 
have a much smaller staff and more to do.” 

She then proposed a new organization-
al structure for the district that would have 
the same number of full-time employees as 
before but would be reorganized to hire a 
lead water operator to optimize the use of 
the current plant. She said the only person 
who currently meets the Level B operator 
requirement is Water Superintendent Josh 
Cichocki, who would be busy with Sanctu-
ary Pointe construction. “We are not out of 
compliance, but we need help,” Remington 
said. She also presented an organizational 
chart for five years in the future showing 
her projected increases in staffing needed.

Engineer John McGinn of JDS-Hy-
dro commented that the district needed to 
“get drinking water under control before it 
could do other things like roads and the 15 
years of deferred maintenance.” The dis-
trict is growing at “breakneck speed,” and 
the complexity of the water system was 

increasing with it, he said. Melville asked 
how the district would get ahead on hiring 
and infrastructure before those customers 
paid their development tap fees. Reming-
ton said it would come from the fund bal-
ance. 

“We are not small any longer,” she 
said. “Staff is setting up to do a major shift 
in how we do business. Maintenance can-
not be ignored anymore, and it will cost us 
money. We had our head down trying to 
dig out of a hole, and now we need to look 
up collectively and look down the road 
further. Now that we have stabilized finan-
cially and legally, we can move forward.”

New funding needs for 
wastewater treatment facility 

expansion also looming
Consulting engineer Roger Sams of GMS 
Inc. warned the directors that Triview 
will need to plan on spending money on a 
treatment plant expansion for the separate 
wastewater facility it shares with Donala 
and Forest Lakes Metropolitan District to 
meet future regulatory changes and capac-
ity challenges.

He said the UMCRWWTF has been 
maintained very well and is currently in 
excellent compliance with regulations. 
However, since its discharge permit is 
subject to state and federal regulations and 
oversight, and because the EPA and the 
Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE) update and tighten 
those regulations regularly, it is possible 
that stricter regulations regarding nutrients 
such as nitrogen and phosphorus could be 
required. 

Another concern is that as the drink-
ing water treatment process removes the 
naturally occurring arsenic in the district’s 
well water from the Denver Basin aquifer, 
the arsenic becomes part of the district’s 
wastewater and needs to be removed by 
UMCRWWTF before the treated effluent 
enters the stream. It might be possible to 
include this process with future phospho-
rus removal process, Sams said.

He also said since engineering proj-
ects take years for planning and years for 
construction, it is vital to plan four to five 
years ahead to meet future wastewater 
treatment capacity requirements. He said 

UMCRWWTF has enough real estate on 
which to expand its treatment plant when 
housing construction results in Triview no 
longer owning enough sewer flow treat-
ment capacity to handle its forecast waste-

water load growth. This need for wastewa-
ter flow treatment capacity expansion and 
simultaneous arsenic treatment construc-
tion could occur as soon as 2021.

(Continued on page 9)
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Sams praised the work of the recent-
ly created AF CURE (Arkansas River/
Fountain Creek Coalition for Urban/Rural 
River Evaluation), which is a coalition of 
11 regional wastewater discharge permit 
holders working in cooperation to seek 
site-specific state water quality treatment 
standards for nutrients for different types 
of stream segments. Acting proactively, it 
and the recently created statewide Colora-
do Monitoring Framework have organized 
a new extensive coordinated wastewater 
and stream sampling effort to provide a 
scientifically sound statewide database 
for various stream segments to present to 
the CDPHE, Sams said. He discussed the 
recent June 13-15 Water Quality Control 
Commission triennial rulemaking hearing 
on Regulation 31, Basic Standards and 
Methodologies for Surface Water. (For 
more on the results of this hearing, see the 
article on the July Tri-Lakes Wastewater 
Treatment Facility Joint Use Committee 
article coming in the August 2016 issue of 
OCN.)

The consensus of the directors, Sams, 
Remington, and McGinn was that rate 
increases would certainly be in store for 
Triview customers.

Sanctuary Pointe  
construction report

McGinn told the directors about progress 
constructing infrastructure in the Sanctu-
ary Pointe development. He said the con-
crete water tank the directors approved in 
May is under construction in a difficult site 
but that work is on schedule. Remington 
said building there was like trying to bal-
ance a bus on the head of a pin because of 
the topography. The steep location makes 

access for cement trucks and cranes dif-
ficult.

McGinn said the Sanctuary Pointe 
booster station is out to bid, and due to tim-
ing issues he requested that the board hold 
a special meeting later in June to approve 
the lowest responsible bid so that work 
could continue on schedule and not run 
into bad weather in the fall. He said costs 
were coming in according to budget, but 
“let’s see what happens with the booster 
station,” which will be pumping water two 
miles away from and 300 feet higher than 
the treatment plant.

Pavement survey 
McGinn and Remington told the directors 
about the request for proposals out for a 
pavement survey of the district. Results 
of the survey would recommend different 
types of repair for each road in Triview by 
testing in about 300 locations throughout 
the district.

Melville expressed concern about 
waiting even longer to get major road re-
pairs underway, saying, “I don’t want the 
roads to fall apart,” as the district has not 
done any real road maintenance in the past. 
Remington agreed, saying, “We are more 
than a year late,” but she said crack sealing 
will be done this fall since that is the best 
season for minor maintenance. McGinn 
suggested that economies of scale will 
take effect if the district does three major 
projects every other year instead one every 
year. 

The board approved Remington to ex-
ecute the contract for the pavement study 
with Terracon Consultants Inc. for an 
amount not to exceed $61,000. Remington 
expected preliminary results by Aug. 31 in 
time for fall maintenance projects.

Daily water use increasing
In the operations report, Cichocki said 
daily water production as of the end 
of May was increasing (as it does nor-
mally each spring as shown in the five-
year chart), and he emphasized how he 
believed in charting water use.

The directors also approved 
$48,000 of drainage maintenance for 
the detention pond at Saber Creek 
Drive and Leather Chaps Drive. Rem-
ington said four of the five pipes under 
the road were clogged, and Cichocki 
said the condition warranted immedi-
ate action.

Manager’s report 
Remington’s comments included:
• The source water protection pro-

gram was completed for CDPHE. 
• A board workshop on future capi-

tal projects is scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Aug. 12.

• It is hard to fairly compare Triv-

Triview (Cont. from page 7)
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iew’s tap fees with those of other districts since they 
are not also responsible for roads, park, drainage, and 
sewer services. Water attorney Chris Cummins of 
Monson, Cummins & Shohet LLC said Triview’s tap 
fees are too low.

• Triview was one of five water districts sponsoring the 
movie The Great Divide on June 23 at Palmer Ridge 
High School. (See related Snapshot about The Great 
Divide on page 26.)

Remington said the regional water study preliminary in-
frastructure design from Forsgren Associates evaluated 
methods of bringing in surface water from other locations 

such as the Arkansas River as an alternative to pumping 
ground water from the Denver Basin aquifer. The consen-
sus was to discuss it more at the next meeting to allow the 
new board members time to read it.

The board voted to go into executive session at 9:33 
p.m. to confer with their attorneys on specific legal ques-
tions and personnel matters. Cummins and Remington 
told OCN that no announcements were made after the ex-
ecutive session. The meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

**********
Emergency watering restrictions 

imposed in Triview
On June 17, Triview residents were notified via reverse 
911 calls and fliers distributed door-to-door that the dis-
trict was experiencing “an abnormal, and unusually high, 
water demand that appears to be caused by residents’ out-
door irrigation.” Residents were told not to do any outside 
watering until further notice so that the district could con-
tinue to provide critical household water needs and poten-
tial firefighting requirements.

The FAQs portion of www.colorado.gov/triviewmet-
ro included:
• Restrictions are on all external watering of landscap-

ing with the exception of drip systems and existing 
district-approved new sod permits.

• Recent water demand within Triview has far exceed-
ed anything that the district has experienced in the 
past. The district, as a whole, needs to reduce usage 
overall.

• The district’s eight wells can maintain a pumping ca-
pacity of 1.8 million gallons per day.

• The demand for the past two weeks has approached 2 
million gallons per day.

• We anticipate that these emergency measures are 
temporary.

• (When under normal summer watering restrictions, 

Triview residents, under a Town of Monument ordi-
nance, may do landscape watering for odd-numbered 
addresses on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Even-
numbered addresses can water on Tuesday, Thurs-
day, and Saturday.)

Note: The next Triview meeting will be held at 5 p.m. on 
July 12 at the Fairfield Inn, 15275 Struthers Road, Colora-
do Springs (at the southwest corner of West Baptist Road 
and Jackson Creek Parkway) in order to have room for all 
the Triview residents who would like to attend. Meetings 
are normally held on the second Tuesday of the month. 
Information: 488-6868 or see www.colorado.gov/triview-
metro. 
Note: To sign up your land line or cell phone for the re-
verse 911 emergency notification system, see www.elpa-
soteller911.org/. 

Lisa Hatfield can be contacted at lisahatfield@ocn.me

By James Howald
 The Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District (WWSD) 
board met on June 9 to receive an update on implementing 
the Xpress bill pay service, to hear comments from cus-
tomer Ken Ford, and to listen to operational reports from 
staff.

Contract with Xpress Bill Pay service 
approved

District Manager Jessie Shaffer notified the board that 
some of the outstanding issues with the Xpress Bill Pay 
service have been resolved. When implemented, Xpress 
Bill Pay will allow customers to pay their bill online using 
a credit card, to see their history of payments, and also to 
view their water consumption over time.

A point of contention was the state of Colorado’s re-

quirement that Xpress Bill Pay verify that they do not em-
ploy workers not legally in the United States. Xpress Bill 
Pay was reluctant to provide the ongoing documentation 
the state requires on this point initially, but finally agreed 
to do so, Shaffer said, adding that WWSD had agreed to 
reimburse Xpress Bill Pay for the cost of providing the 
documentation.

The board voted unanimously to approve the district’s 
contract with Xpress Bill Pay, subject to an agreement 
between President Jim Taylor and District Attorney Erin 
Smith.

Customer questions proposal to provide 
water to Douglas County subdivisions

Longtime district customer Ken Ford addressed the board 
to express his reservations about WWSD adding the Pon-
derosa camp and Bald Mountain Estates subdivision to the 
areas the district serves, as had been discussed in a previ-
ous board meeting, especially when water restrictions are 
in place. Ford mentioned the costs the district had incurred 
to purchase the JV Ranch and its water rights. 

Ford pointed out that both subdivisions are in Doug-
las County, that water is a precious resource, and said he 
would prefer the district’s water be reserved for the cus-
tomers the district already serves.

Shaffer told Ford the district was not spending any 
money to investigate the possibility of adding the subdi-
visions to the WWSD service area. Some staff time was 
necessary to develop an estimate of the costs to service 
those areas, but no decisions had been made, Shaffer said. 
He expects the investigation to be completed by the end 
of the month.

Ford asked the board to include the community in 
the decision-making process, and Smith pointed out that 
public hearings on the question are required by law if the 
project goes beyond preliminary investigation.

Financial and operational  
reports raise no issues

Noting that afternoon rains were reducing water usage in 
the district, the board unanimously approved the financial 
report.

The Chilcott Ditch report mentioned that deferred 
maintenance tasks are being completed on schedule.

During the Manager’s Report, Shaffer mentioned that 
the district was not yet using water from Monument Lake. 

In the Development Report, Shaffer mentioned that 
72 new taps have been added in the first six months of the 
year. The district had budgeted for only 75 taps for the 

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, June 9
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By Lisa Hatfield
The June 14 meeting of the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility (TLWWTF) Joint Use Committee (JUC) 
included approval of a change order for Tetra Tech’s en-
gineering on the total phosphorus (TP) chemical removal 
clarifier expansion project.

TLWWTF operates as a separate joint venture public 
utility and is owned in equal one-third shares by Monu-
ment Sanitation District (MSD), Palmer Lake Sanitation 
District (PLSD), and Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District (WWSD). 

The three-member JUC acts as the board of the facil-
ity and consists of one director from each of the three own-
er districts’ boards: WWSD board Director at Large Rich 
Strom, president; MSD board Chairman Ed Delaney, vice 
president; and PLSD board and JUC Secretary/Treasurer 
Ken Smith. Other board and staff members of the three 
owner districts also attended, including MSD District 
Manager Mike Wicklund, PLSD District Manager Becky 
Orcutt, and WWSD District Manager Jessie Shaffer. 

Contract change order requested
Consulting engineer Mike Rothberg of Tetra Tech attend-
ed the meeting to answer questions about the letter that 
Tetra Tech sent to Facility Manager Bill Burks requesting 
a $23,085 TP clarifier project engineering services change 
order. Rothberg said the construction changes were need-
ed due to comments from the Pikes Peak Regional Build-
ing Department (PPRBD) during the building permitting 
process. This caused Tetra Tech to change design plans, 
obtain a permit, and make design changes to contract doc-
uments. The issues included:
• The building location in relation to the flood plain: 

PPRBD used a more recent FEMA 100-year flood-
plain map than what Tetra Tech used, and it was 
“easier and cheaper to put in the protection” (sections 
of foundation that collapse under flood pressures to 
allow water to flow under rather than collapse the 
foundation) than to go through the appeal process of 
modeling and presenting to FEMA that the facility’s 
strength was adequate to withstand floodwater pres-
sures. 

• The need for an emergency generator to operate the 
attached storage building’s ventilation system. 

• The need to relocate the fire-water connection to 
the Town of Monument water system: The as-built 
drawings they used for reference did not reflect what 
was actually built. 

In response to many questions from the members, Roth-
berg’s comments included:
• We didn’t know when the changes occurred to the 

FEMA flood-plain map. But Tetra Tech did not have 
access to the final map at the time we were working.

• When Tetra Tech designs a facility, we are not per-
fect and we are not expected to be perfect under the 
law. 

• If it doesn’t rise to level of negligence, then it falls 
under what we would expect to be compensated for.

• We would advise a client during construction to plan 

on 5 percent contingency, but this project is running 
below that. This has been a relatively smooth and 
straightforward process overall.

The consensus of the members was that Tetra Tech should 
have known about this issue sooner. The members voted 
to go into executive session at 11:05 a.m. to determine po-
sitions relative to matters that may be subject to negotia-
tions, developing strategy for negotiations, and instructing 
negotiators. When they came back into regular session 
at 11:40 a.m., they voted unanimously to approve the 
$23,085 change order request, “with the caveat that this 
should have been explained to us earlier without all this 
surprise,” Delaney said.

Later in the meeting, Burks said there would likely 
be another change order regarding a culvert needed under 
Mitchell Avenue that was not included in the original de-
sign plans.

2015 audit approved
The members voted unanimously to approve the amended 
final 2015 audit that had been prepared by John Cutler of 
John Cutler and Associates LLC.

Plant manager’s report
Facility Manager Bill Burks reviewed the April discharge 
monitoring report (DMR). While there were a few minor 
issues, most results were well within the required param-
eters. He said overall the sampling seemed to be the same 
each month, “which is good.”

Burks reported that construction was going well on 
the TP clarifier project and that he expected substantial 

completion by the end of June as long as the weather co-
operated. 

The members discussed how close the final construc-
tion cost would be to both the budgeted and contracted 
amounts, and Burks said it appeared that the cost might 
come in low. The contracted amount was $3.1 million, and 
the facility has paid $2.89 million so far. He said he would 

entire year, but the fast pace of residential development 
in the district means that number likely will be exceeded, 
Shaffer said.

**********

The next meeting is scheduled for 1 p.m. July 14. Meet-
ings are usually held at the district office at 1845 Wood-
moor Drive on the second Thursday of each month at 1 
p.m. See www.woodmoorwater.com or call 488-2525 to 

verify meeting times.
James Howald can be reached at jameshowald@ocn.me. 

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility Joint Use Committee, June 14
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check with Aslan Construction 
as well as TLWWTF Accountant 
Jackie Spegele of Numeric Strat-
egies LLC about what invoices 

were still expected. 
Meetings on 
water issues

Wicklund said that MSD Envi-
ronmental Compliance Coordi-
nator Jim Kendrick was at the 
three-day Water Quality Control 
Commission triennial rulemak-
ing hearing on Regulation 31, 
Basic Standards and Methodolo-
gies for Surface Water. He said 
Kendrick would report on the 

results of that hearing at the July 
JUC meeting.

Burks attended the Arkansas 
Fountain Coalition for Urban and 
River Evaluation (AF CURE) 
meeting and the subsequent pre-
sentation to the Fountain Creek 
Flood Control and Drainage 
Committee. He said Dr. Timo-
thy Gates explained that issues 
associated with return flows to 
the Arkansas River after water is 

used for irrigation included nutri-
ent leaching, leaks in irrigation 
canals, not accounting for nutri-
ents already in the water when 
applying fertilizer, and watering 
deeper than the root zone of the 
plants.

The meeting adjourned at 
11:49 a.m.

**********
The next meeting will be held 
at 10 a.m. on July 12 at the Tri-

Lakes Wastewater Treatment 
Facility, 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meetings throughout 2016 will 
normally be held on the second 
Tuesday of the month and are 
open to the public. For informa-
tion, call Bill Burks at (719) 481-
4053.
Lisa Hatfield can be reached at 

lisahatfield@ocn.me. 

By Jim Kendrick
On June 23 auditor Tom Sistare, 
of Hoelting and Co., presented 

an unmodified, or “clean,” Dona-
la Water and Sanitation District 
audit report for 2015. Sistare 
said there were neither negative 
audit report findings regarding 
internal controls nor any recom-
mendations for improvements. 
The board unanimously accepted 
Sistare’s findings as presented 
and thanked Betsy Bray, Dona-
la office manager, and Sharon 
Samek, Donala Accounts Pay-
able, for their support of Sistare, 
and the other Hoelting staff. 

Kevin Lusk of Colorado 
Springs Utilities gave a second 
annual progress report on Utili-
ties’ ongoing Integrated Water 
Supply Planning Process. 

Election of officers 
The directors of the Donala board 
unanimously elected the follow-
ing directors to these board of-
fices for the next two years:
• Dave Powell, president
• Ken Judd, vice president
• Bob Denny, secretary/trea-

surer
Financial reports

General Manager Kip Petersen 
said that while 2016 water sales 
revenues have remained a little 
lower than average due to all the 
snow and rain to date, district 
plans for capital improvements 
this year remain in place thanks 

to remaining unused funding 
from a low-interest Colorado Wa-
ter Resources and Power Devel-
opment Authority loan. He added 
that he plans to use all of the re-
maining loan balance to help pay 
for needed district capital proj-
ects this year. 

Petersen said the district’s 
new contract with Forest Lakes 
Metropolitan District that pro-
vides Donala staff support to op-
erate and maintain Forest Lakes’ 
water and wastewater systems is 
still working well. 

The financial reports were 
accepted as presented. 

Manager’s report
Petersen noted that Donala water 
operator Ronny Wright success-
fully completed all the require-
ments for his class 2 water distri-
bution system certification. The 
board was enthusiastic in prais-
ing Wright for his continued pro-
fessional development progress. 
On March 17, Petersen had an-
nounced that Wright had passed 
all requirements for his Colo-
rado state collections 3 operator 
license. (http://ocn.me/v16n4.
htm#dwsd0317)

Petersen reported that the 
revised construction plans for 
a new water pipeline extension 
project for connecting Donala’s 

Latrobe Court water tank to 
Donala’s Holbein Drive water 
tanks will be going out for bid the 
week of June 27. The bid open-
ing is scheduled for July 15. The 
bid award will be made at the 
board’s July 21 regular meeting 
with a goal to ensure this proj-
ect is completed before the first 
frost. After the winning bid is 
awarded, directional drilling for 
the pipeline will start in the Sun 
Hills area, and then go north to 
the Holbein tanks as soon as pos-
sible. The engineer’s total esti-
mate for the pipeline project is 
$1.073 million. (http://ocn.me/
v16n6.htm#dwsd0519)
Triview water concerns

Petersen said he had been con-
tacted by Triview Metropolitan 
District District Manager Valerie 
Remington on June 17 regarding 
Triview’s unprecedented high 
potable water consumption that 
was thought to be caused by a 
large system leak that her staff 
could not find, or high consumer 
demand. Remington said water 
levels in Triview’s single water 
tank were dropping and Triview 
may need Donala’s assistance in 
providing potable water to Triv-
iew water customers. He told 
Remington that Donala would 
provide water to Triview if it was 
physically possible. 

Petersen noted that there 
are two existing potable water 
connections between Donala’s 

Donala Water and Sanitation District, June 23

2015 audit approved; Triview request discussed
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and Triview’s potable water distribution 
systems along Baptist Road—at Struthers 
Road (the lowest elevation in the Triview 
service area) and at Gleneagle Drive. They 
have never been used for this kind of emer-
gency situation, however, they were con-
structed for just this type of need. 

Then Petersen told the Donala board 
that it is likely that Donala cannot pump 
water uphill through the Struthers connec-
tion due to gravity creating a much higher 
inline head pressure in Triview’s system 
at the interconnection because distribu-
tion system components are generally at 
a higher elevation than Donala’s. Petersen 
added that the Triview distribution line 
pressure at the Gleneagle connection may 
also be too much higher than Donala’s in-
line pressure for transfer of Donala potable 
water to the Triview distribution system. 

Petersen said Wright met with new 
Triview Water Superintendent Josh 
Cichocki at the Triview water tank facility 
after Remington’s call on June 17 to help 
assess the situation. 

No leak found
Members of both staffs met on Monday, 
June 20. No leak was found. Triview can 
produce 1.8 million gallons per day (mgd) 
but Triview water consumption before the 
irrigation ban on June 17 was about 2 mgd. 
Triview could not produce enough water to 
meet this demand. The Triview water tank 
only holds 1.1 million gallons and was rap-
idly emptying. Donala has four water tanks 
with a total capacity of 5 million gallons. 

It was determined that Donala may be 
able to provide water to about two-thirds 
of Triview’s distribution system. An inter-
governmental agreement (IGA) needs to 
be finalized regarding the conditions under 
which Donala would provide potable wa-

ter to Triview, if necessary, only if all Triv-
iew outdoor irrigation is prohibited. There 
also is a need to ensure adequate indoor 
potable water and fire flows capability for 
fire emergencies. 

This IGA would also have to define 
the costs for water provision including an 
industry standard 50 percent surcharge for 
water delivered out of district to Triview. 
There are no meters at either the Struthers 
or Gleneagle connections, Petersen said, 
because a former Triview general manager 
refused to pay Triview’s share of the me-
ter installation costs. (http://ocn.me/v8n1.
htm#tmd, http://ocn.me/v7n1.htm#tmd, 
http://ocn.me/v6n8.htm#dwsd)

Southern county 
groundwater problems

Petersen noted that there are no problems 
and cannot be any problems caused by 
spreading of the perfluorinated chemicals 
(PFC) in south El Paso County groundwa-
ter to either Donala’s groundwater or re-
newable surface. Minute amounts of PFC 
have been found in the Widefield aquifer 
at a level higher than 70 parts per trillion 
(ppt), the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s (EPA’s) upper recommended thresh-
old for pregnant woman or child consump-
tion. 
Note: 
• One part per trillion is equivalent to 

one drop of detergent in enough dish-
water to fill a string of railroad tank 
cars 10 miles long. 

• The water in southern El Paso Coun-
ty, like all water, cannot flow uphill 
spontaneously. 

• These perfluorinated chemicals are 
used to make cookware, furniture, 
carpet, clothes, some types of mili-
tary firefighting foam, and even the 

packaging for microwave popcorn. 
There are no state or EPA standards 
for perfluorinated chemicals. 

• No OCN coverage area water entities 
use groundwater or reuse water from 
the Widefield aquifer area. 

• The EPA recommendation that preg-
nant women and small children not 
drink water exceeding 70 ppt for PFC 
is just a recommendation as this edi-
tion of OCN goes to press. 

At this time, Donala continues to operate 
primarily with renewable surface water 
from Willow Creek Ranch, piped by Colo-
rado Springs Utilities (CSU) from Pueblo 
Reservoir to a CSU water treatment plant. 
CSU only uses renewable surface water 
for potable water distribution. Donala’s 
renewable surface drinking water is then 
piped from the CSU water treatment plant 
directly into the Donala distribution sys-
tem at a connection by Northgate Boule-
vard. 

Donala may yet lose some or all its re-
maining 50 acre-feet of stored ranch water 
in Pueblo Reservoir later this summer if 
this year’s snowmelt flows turn out to be 
high enough to cause a storage overflow. 
Because water entities with higher prior-
ity, full-time reservoir storage contracts 
would be able to completely fill all their 
full storage allotments due to these higher 
2016 flows, they will use up all the res-
ervoir’s available storage capacity. The 
federal Department of Reclamation would 
then “spill” all other water, including 
Donala’s, currently stored in the reservoir 
under lower priority, annual “if and when 
available” space-available contracts. 

Donala’s groundwater wells and 
groundwater treatment system have 
been reactivated. The average amount of 

Donala’s Willow Creek Ranch renewable 
surface water being drawn from Pueblo 
Reservoir during non-irrigation season is 
about 30 acre-feet per month. Donala’s 
wells will be turned on if needed due to 
high peak production demands caused by 
irrigation in this high altitude alpine desert 
region. 

For more information of Donala’s 
Pueblo Reservoir storage, see: 
www.ocn.me/v16n5.htm#dwsd0421 
www.ocn.me/v16n4.htm#dwsd0317 

Donala water attorney Rick Fendel 
will renew discussions with Pueblo Coun-
ty on Donala’s 1041 permit application 
that has been stalled since October 2014. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:13 p.m.
**********

The next board meeting will be held at 
1:30 p.m. on July 21 in the district confer-
ence room at 15850 Holbein Drive. Infor-
mation: 488-3603 or www.donalawater.
org. Meetings are normally held on the 
third Thursday of the month. 

Jim Kendrick can be reached at 
jimkendrick@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees, June 6

Public water forum delayed; 
comprehensive plan contract 

awarded
By Lisa Hatfield

At the June 6 Monument Board of Trustees 
meeting, the public learned that the forum 
on water rates would not be on June 9 but 
on June 20 instead. The delay was neces-
sary because despite the promise from 
town staff at the May 16 meeting to de-
liver the original complete version of last 
fall’s water rates worksheets by the end 
of May so that the trustees and the public 
could analyze them, they were not posted 
until June 7. The updated worksheets were 
posted June 15.

The June 6 meeting also included ap-
proval of a contract for an update to the 
town’s Comprehensive Plan, approval of a 
contract for design and hosting of its new 
website, and approval of an intergovern-
mental agreement (IGA) between the town 
and Lewis-Palmer School District 38 for 
baseball field maintenance. The proposed 
code of ethics ordinance was continued 
until after the next board retreat. Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Marshal John Vin-
cent challenged the town to work toward 
becoming a fire-adapted community and 
work on fuels mitigation, saying, “What is 
green today will be brown tomorrow!”

Public forum on water rates 
postponed

Trustee Greg Coopman spoke during 
trustee comments about the water rates is-
sue, which was not on the agenda for this 
meeting. He said despite making at least 
three requests of town staff, he had not 
yet received the entire original study and 
worksheet data that led to the current rate 

increases approved March 7. 
Note: At the May 16 meeting, Town Man-
ager Chris Lowe and Will Koger, water en-
gineer with Forsgren Associates, said the 
October spreadsheet and updated spread-
sheet would be available by the end of May. 
See www.ocn.me/v16n6.htm#mbot0516. 

However, on June 6, Lowe told the 
trustees that he and Koger “had not had 
a chance to connect until today.” Koger 
agreed the October worksheet would be 
posted by the close of business the follow-
ing day and the updated one by June 15. 

The public water rates forum was 
scheduled for June 20.

Comprehensive Plan 
contract awarded

Planning Director Larry Manning present-
ed a resolution for a contract with Den-
ver-based Community Matters Inc., for 
professional services to update the Town 
Comprehensive Plan, and a contract with 
the Colorado Department of Local Affairs 
for a $25,000 grant to assist in funding the 
planning effort, estimated to cost a total of 
$65,000. Manning said six firms had sub-
mitted the required documentation, and 
two had also submitted bids. 

Manning said the last update to the 
comprehensive plan was in 2003. Town 
Treasurer Pamela Smith said Community 
Matters Inc. did that update also and that 
they specialize in working with towns the 
size of Monument.

Trustee Shea Medlicott asked for clar-
ification from Manning on the selection 
criteria. No members of the public made 
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any comments on the resolution, 
and the trustees approved the res-
olution unanimously.

Note: After the meeting, Man-
ning and Planner II Jennifer 
Jones said that the Comprehen-

sive Plan will be developed with 
extensive input from the public 
and the help of Community Mat-
ters Inc. The plan will be a “guid-
ing document” for staff, the Plan-
ning Commission, and the Board 

of Trustees and show anticipated 
areas of growth with suggested 
land uses for those new areas. It 
will also consider housing, infra-
structure, transportation, other 
service districts, etc. Manning 
said that when the long public in-
put process is over—which will 
use surveys, meetings, and social 
media to generate consensus—
then the Board of Trustees will 
vote on it. 

Contract for new town 
website approved

Lowe presented a resolution for 
the trustees to consider for a con-
tract with Civic Plus for website 
design. He explained that the re-
design was needed to communi-
cate with and engage the public 
better. 

No members of the public 
commented on the resolution. 
After asking questions about the 
ongoing costs, the trustees ap-
proved the resolution with a vote 
of 5-0-1. Bornstein abstained due 

to “too much information.”
Santa Fe baseball 

fields IGA
The trustees discussed a pro-
posed IGA between the town and 
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 
(LPSD) regarding the baseball 
fields located northwest of the 
intersection of Santa Fe Avenue 
and Beacon Lite Road. Note: The 
Beacon Lite Road street name 
changes to Old Denver Road 
south of Santa Fe Avenue. 

Lowe explained that the 
town planned to install irrigation 
and do other improvements to the 
two fields, which are east of the 
LPSD bus barn. Tri-Lakes Little 
League will continue to help with 
improvements to the fields too, 
the IGA stated. Any other groups 
that are interested in renting the 
fields would also be able to re-
serve them through the Town of 
Monument.

Medlicott had asked that 
this IGA be pulled from the con-
sent agenda for discussion about 
the financial impact to the town, 
since he wondered why the town 
would take on this financial re-
sponsibility when the school dis-
trict would retain ownership of 
the fields, the town did not pro-
vide any financial information 
in the consent agenda about this 
IGA, and, “This is ($25,000) the 
town would not have spent with-
out this agreement.”

Medlicott and others had to 
ask several times before Lowe 
and Public Works Director Tom 
Tharnish provided a “ballpark” 
dollar figure for the costs. Lowe 
said it would be taken care of 
through a line item for parks 
maintenance and that it was “a 
great thing to show the public we 
are providing an increase in level 
of service by combining two enti-
ties.” 

The consensus of the board 
was that it would be better in the 
future if staff would include at 
least some estimates of expense 
and revenue figures for proposed 
items in the board packets so that 
the trustees could make informed 
decisions. Then the board voted 
unanimously to approve the IGA. 

Code of ethics  
to be continued

The agenda included consider-
ation of a five-page ordinance 
that would add a code of ethics 
to the town ordinances. This was 
suggested by the prior board, 
Lowe said. However, a major-
ity of the current trustees felt 
the draft ordinance was too long 
and prescriptive. After some dis-
cussion, the consensus was to 
discuss the code of ethics at the 
upcoming board retreat, and then 
Town Clerk Cynthia Sirochman 
would be directed to draft a new 
version for discussion.
Fire marshal challenges 
town to work on wildfire 

mitigation
Vincent reminded the new board 
of the need to reduce the town’s 
risk of experiencing a wildfire. 
His comments included:
• When is the town going to 

step into this fight and be-
come a fire-adapted com-
munity? 

• Monument is at risk for a 
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wildfire. The town lies within the 
Black Forest, which extends from 
Meridian Road in a huge crescent 
west to Pike National Forest. 

• Since Jackson Creek began, it has be-
come a fuel bed: wooden fences and 
wooden houses close together. 

• He wants to see a slash collection 
point for the town.

• The danger of fire threatens us all.
He said the May 7 collaboration of the 
Woodmoor Improvement Association and 
Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church to 
present a Community FireWise Event was 
a good example to follow for the 56 sub-
communities in 384,000-acre Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Protection District. He 
hopes more neighborhoods will become 
FireWise and conduct community educa-
tion and slash collection events. See 
http://tlmfire.org/wildfire-prevention. 

Tri-Lakes Views Art Sites  
for 2016

Tommie Plank, representing the Tri-
Lakes Views Art Sites Committee, 
presented the trustees with informa-
tion and photos of the new art pieces 
that would be installed in June around 
the Tri-Lakes area. The mission of Tri-
Lakes Views, which was formed in 
2003, is to enrich the community by 
supporting events that preserve the re-
gion’s history and showcase the arts. 

She said that the organization 
needed funding and a dedicated, in-
sured, visible location for the solid ce-
ment pedestals on which the art pieces 
would be installed. The committee 
pays stipends to the artists whose 
works are displayed each year. The 
group also has been raising money to 
help pay for the Aspen Grove that will 
be installed in the middle of the round-
about at West Baptist Road and Old 
Denver Road.

See www.trilakesviews.org, write 
to P.O. Box 2564, 80132, or look for 
the new Art Sites maps distributed 
in Monument to see where all the art 
pieces will be displayed or to make a 
donation.

Other business
Code Enforcement Officer Laura Ho-
gan presented two liquor license appli-
cations. The trustees asked questions 
and then unanimously approved:
• Renewal of the Monument 

Walmart’s liquor license after a 
violation in January.

• Special event liquor license for 

Rocky Mountain Highway for a beer 
garden July 4 at Bliss Studios.

Trustees’ comments
Town Attorney Gary Shupp received a 
welcome back greeting from the trustees.

Kaiser’s comments included:
• D-Day, where the Allied Forces 

stormed the beaches of Normandy, 
France, was 72 years ago today. We 
owe all the members of the armed 
forces a debt of gratitude. And we 
thank those who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice so we can enjoy the free-
doms we do today.

• He attended a graduation ceremony 
for Tri-Lakes Cares. They give such 
good service to the community, and 
all the dollars and donations stay in 
the Tri-Lakes area. Excellent work! 

• June 23 will be the groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the new assisted-
living and memory care center on 
Beacon Lite Road south of Second 
Street. (See related photo of Bethesda 
groundbreaking on page 26).

Appreciation for teddy bears 
project

Police Chief Jake Shirk presented a cer-
tificate of appreciation to Ella Malcho, 
an eighth-grader at Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School, for her Bears that Care project. 

She collected donations outside Walmart, 
with the store’s permission, to buy 54 ted-
dy bears to donate to the Monument Police 
Department for the officers to give to kids 
after an accident to “take their mind off the 
bad stuff happening around them.” 

“Thank you for not only caring but 

personally taking action to make a positive 
difference,” Shirk told Ella. “You have 
paid it forward.” 

The meeting adjourned at 9:01 p.m.
Lisa Hatfield can be reached at 

lisahatfield@ocn.me. 

Above: Ella Malcho, left, an eighth-
grader at Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School, earned a certificate of 
appreciation from the Monument 
Police Department for her Bears that 
Care project. She collected money to 
buy 54 teddy bears so the police could 
give them to children after accidents 
or other situations. Police Chief Jake 
Shirk said, “Thank you for not only 
caring but for personally taking action 
to make a positive difference. You set 
the example for all of us to follow.” 
Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

Now you’re on the HOA board. 
What do you do next?

If you're a local homeowners association leader or board member, the
Southern Colorado Chapter of Community Associations Institute (CAI)

is the premier resource for:

Educational workshops
Board leadership workshops
Law seminars and forums

Legislative advocacy
Monthly newsletters
HOA support and encouragement

Contact Jodi Walker, CAI Southern Chapter Executive Director,

for more information or to be our guest at an upcoming meeting:

info@caisoco.org   719-264-0301

Above: The new Monument Board of Trustees is pictured on June 6. From left are Dennis Murphy, Kelly Elliott, Mayor 
Pro-Tem Don Wilson, Mayor Jeff Kaiser, Jeff Bornstein, Shea Medlicott, and Greg Coopman. Photo by Lisa Hatfield
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By Kate Pangelinan
The Monument Planning Com-
mission approved the site plan 
for the Murphy Express gas 
station and discussed possible 
changes to landscape ordinances 
at its June 8 meeting.

Murphy Express 
Final PD Site Plan

The proposed Murphy Express 
gas station and store would be 
located at 15931 Jackson Creek 
Parkway, adjacent to the tractor 
supply store and across the street 
from what will soon be a Qdoba. 
The site would cover 1.26 acres 
and would be served by two al-
ready-constructed shared drive-
way entrances. An 8-foot tall, 

12-foot 8-inch wide sign would 
be built to advertise the estab-
lishment. Sidewalks already are 
in place by the site, along Jack-
son Creek Parkway and Leather 
Chaps Drive. 

The Murphy Express Final 
Planned Development Site Plan 
was approved unanimously, and 
will now move on to appraisal by 
the Board of Trustees. 

Landscape ordinance 
discussions 

The town planners also presented 
some ideas to revise Monument’s 
landscape ordinances. The goal 
at this meeting was to offer the 
Planning Commission ideas and 
drafts in order to receive feed-

back moving forward with the 
project. 

Many of these ordinance 
changes were intended primar-
ily for clarification purposes, and 
on the whole the revisions were 
considered to be well-written 
improvements. More specific 
changes to the code included the 
possibility of requiring fewer 
plants on a business establish-
ments’ properties and allowing 
people with approved landscape 
plans to submit adapted plans 
that suit the new rules. 

The distinction between 
what town ordinances require in 
terms of greenery and what insur-
ance companies may require for 
fire safety was also noted. Com-

missioner Michelle Glover sug-
gested that insurance companies 
could be offered the chance to 
say what’s insurable, providing 
input for Monument’s code. 

Fire Marshal John Vincent, 
of the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District, was also 
present at the meeting, and he 
noted that it is important to make 
one’s property “firewise” as soon 
as possible. 

More input on the proposed 
ordinance revisions will be pro-
vided to the planners by email 
over coming weeks. 

Other business
Commissioner Glover revis-
ited her concerns from previous 
months about the RVs camped 

out in Walmart’s parking lot, 
generating discussion about what 
could conceivably be done to al-
ter current rules. As it stands, all 
RV parking is allowed on the east 
side of the Walmart parking lot, 
where it is more difficult to see 
from the road. 

**********
The next Monument Planning 
Commission meeting will be at 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, July 13 
at 645 Beacon Lite Road. Meet-
ings are normally held on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month. For 
more information call 884-8017 
or visit http://www.townofmonu-
ment.org/meetings/
Kate Pangelinan can be reached 

at katepangelinan@ocn.me.

Monument Board of Trustees, June 20

Monument needs additional water production online by 2020 

Monument Planning Commission, June 8

Murphy Express gas station Final PD Site Plan approved; 
potential landscape ordinance updates discussed

By Lisa Hatfield
The regular June 20 Monu-
ment Board of Trustees meeting 
took place at the Lewis-Palmer 
Administration building to ac-
commodate the large number of 
residents that were anticipated 
to attend due to the public water 
forum after the regular meeting; 
however, only about 30 people 
attended. At the forum, residents 
were warned that as soon as 
2020, the town’s wells would not 
be able to produce enough water 
to keep up with the demand.
The meeting included recogni-
tion of the retirement of Town 
Gardener Sharon Williams and 
mention of the watering restric-
tions in Triview Metropolitan 
District, which is not part of the 
town’s water service area. It also 
included several heated exchang-
es between Town Manager Chris 

Lowe, Trustee Greg Coopman, 
Trustee Dennis Murphy, and 
Trustee Shea Medlicott regarding 
the town organizational chart and 
other topics.

It was followed by a pre-
sentation about water supplies 
that mirrored a similar presen-
tation in September 2014. For 
three hours, the group discussed 
future water plans for the Town 
of Monument customers west 
of I-25, how to prioritize those 
plans, and how to begin to pay 
for those future needs. Remark-
ably, the last hour of the meet-
ing was literally conducted in the 
dark, since lightning strikes took 
out the electricity to Big Red, but 
few of the participants left until 
the end due to the intensity of 
the discussion. In as little as four 
years, the town’s wells might not 
be able to produce enough water 

to meet demand, said Will Koger 
of Forsgren Associates.

Mayor Jeff Kaiser and Trust-
ee Kelly Elliott were absent.

Trustee and public 
comments

Coopman requested that the 
trustee comment section be add-
ed to the meeting agenda, since it 
was not listed.

Murphy asked why the dis-
cussion about the code of ethics 
was not mentioned at all in the 
minutes for the June 6 meeting. 
Lowe said the town clerk writes 
“action-only minutes,” so if no 
action is taken she does not list 
it in the minutes. See related June 
6 Monument Board of Trustees 
article on page 13.

Mayor Pro-Tem Don Wilson 
said he and Kaiser attended the 
Baptist Road Rural Transporta-

tion Authority (BRRTA) meeting 
on June 17. For details, see re-
lated BRRTA article on page 20.

Murphy said he attended his 
first Pikes Peak Regional Build-
ing Department meeting and 
that it had “really good positive 
people.”

Monument resident Cheri 
Hysell thanked the staff, the 
board, and the previous boards 
for moving the bulk fill water sta-
tion to its new location at 538 W. 
Highway 105, on the un-named 
eastern cul-de-sac between the 
Conoco Fuel Station and Arby’s. 
Public Works Director Tom Thar-
nish said there is no current plan 
on what to do with the old site on 
Wagon Gap Trail.

Triview watering 
restrictions

Wilson announced that Triview 
residents were currently under 
an outdoor watering ban “until 
further notice.” The Triview ser-

vice area lies entirely within the 
Town of Monument’s boundar-
ies following several annexations 
since the original annexation of 
Regency Park in 1987. Triview 
constituents are town residents, 
but receive water and wastewater 
utility service, as well as roads, 
drainage, and parks maintenance, 
from Triview, which is a Title 32 
metropolitan special district, an-
nexed within the town. Murphy 
said Triview customers with drip 
irrigation systems were not pro-
hibited from watering, “So if you 
in fact practice xeriscaping, you 
will do well.” He said the district 
had not said what caused the out-
doors watering ban. See related 
Triview article on page 1.

Tharnish confirmed that 
he had heard about the restric-
tions and had offered to share the 
town’s assets and experience, but 
otherwise, “We don’t commu-
nicate with Triview unless they 
need something from us.”
Note: None of the Triview po-
table water restrictions apply to 
any town residents who are not 
Triview potable water customers. 

Town organizational 
chart

In a very tense discussion, Coop-
man, Medlicott, and Murphy 
asked Lowe why the organiza-
tional chart on the town website 
showed the mayor above all the 
other trustees instead of equal to 
them, and with only the mayor 
having direct contact to town 
staff, implying that the trustees 
had to go through him/her to 
reach the town manager and oth-
er staff. This topic was discussed 
at the trustees’ retreat last week-
end, according to Murphy, but 
the chart did not reflect the type 
of government actually used in 
Monument where it is the entire 
Board of Trustees that acts, not 
just the mayor.

Lowe said he thought the 
mayor had replied to Coopman’s 
emailed question, that it was the 
town clerk’s job to share infor-
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mation with the board, and he did 
not know who had produced the 
organizational chart on the web-
site.

Treasurer Pamela Smith said 
the chart was a few years old, was 
made by the town clerk, and just 
reflected how things had been 
done for efficiency in the past. 
Town Attorney Gary Shupp con-
firmed that legally the board is 
one body; the only difference is 
that the mayor performs ceremo-
nial functions and presides at the 
meetings.

The board voted unanimous-
ly to direct Lowe to “authorize 
someone to make a clearer rep-
resentation of the type of gov-
ernment in Monument” for the 
website.

Town gardener 
recognized

Sharon Williams is retiring, and 
she was recognized for her dedi-
cation and innovative work as 
the town’s gardener since 2007. 
Tharnish praised her work hab-
its and willingness to teach oth-
ers as a master gardener and na-
tive plant master. Programs she 
started included creating a town 
tree inventory with the help of 
the Colorado State University 
extension office, a noxious weed 
management program, and soil 
amendment programs using old 
coffee grounds. Tharnish said 
Williams was a responder at the 
attacks on the World Trade Cen-
ter in 2001 and had seen the de-
struction firsthand. 

“You have made downtown 
beautiful. You care!” said Terri 
Hayes, executive director of the 
Tri-Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce, echoing what many other 
members of the public said about 
Williams. “She will be sorely 
missed by our town. She is one of 
the most talented people I know 
in this industry,” Tharnish said. 
Williams said her position has 
not been posted.

Future agenda items 
approved

One of the board directions that 
came out of the June 18 board re-
treat was that the trustees did not 
want any ordinance to be placed 
on a future agenda without the 
trustees’ prior approval. Accord-
ingly, Lowe presented ideas for 
two ordinances that staff would 
start drafting, with the board’s 
permission, for the July 18 meet-
ing. One was a business license 
ordinance and the other a zoning 
ordinance regarding the expira-
tion of the moratorium on clinics. 
The board voted unanimously to 
approve this direction.

Invoices over $5,000 ap-
proved as part of the consent 
agenda consisted of:
• Triview Metro District, sales 

tax for April, motor vehicle 
and regional building use 
tax for May: $142,138

• Brownstein, Hyatt, Farber 
and Schreck, land use at-
torney professional services: 
$11,310

• Forsgren Associates Inc., 
water rate and fee study: 
$6,336

• Forsgren Associates Inc., 
water reuse plan: $13,996

• NORAA Concrete Con-
struction Corp., downtown 
sidewalks project: $136,100

• Jacobs Engineering, down-
town sidewalks project: 
$5,226

The meeting adjourned at 6:20 
p.m.

Public forum on water 
rates and plans for 

future water 
Professional engineers Will Ko-
ger and Allison Schaub-DiRosa 
of Forsgren Associates provided 
a broad overview of the scarcity 
of water from a global to a lo-
cal level. Then they explained 
why the town’s water customers 
needed to think ahead so they 
would have some money saved 

to begin long-term projects that 
would provide water. Koger said 
as soon as 2020, the town’s wells 
would not be able to produce 
enough water to keep up with the 
demand.

The town Public Works 
Department water service area 
includes the 40 percent of town 
that is west of I-25. Note: Triv-
iew Metropolitan District and 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
(WWSD) are the water utilities 
that serve Monument residents 
on the east side of I-25. See re-
lated Triview article on page 1 
and WWSD on page 10.

Koger said the Front Range 
population is growing every day 
and that growth represents the 
largest of the various causes of 
the projected state water supply 
gap of 500,000 acre feet per year 
by 2050. His comments included:
• The town relies almost ex-

clusively on wells drilled 
into the Denver Basin aqui-
fers, which contain nonre-
newable Ice Age water with-
in the sand and gravel. 

• Aquifer water is getting used 
up much more quickly than 
it can be replenished from 
the surface, even in wet 
years. This current source is 
not sustainable. 

• Cascading reduction in well 
yields means water wells are 
in a death spiral, economi-
cally and practically.

• The town needs to start sav-
ing for alternative water pro-
duction methods. 

• Paying just for basic mainte-
nance, pumping, and treat-
ing well water is not enough.

In 2014, the town approved a 
20-year water master plan that 
addressed these issues but did 
not commit the town to any par-
ticular project. The plan was 
discussed in August and Septem-
ber 2014 and unanimously ac-
cepted by the trustees on Sept. 2, 

2014. See www.ocn.me/v14n9.
htm#mbot-0804 and www.ocn.
me/v14n10.htm#MBoT0902. To 
read the entire 75-page Water 
Master Plan Final Report, see the 
Aug. 18, 2014 board packet at 
http://monumenttownco.minute-
sondemand.com/. 

Some of the projects outlined 
in the water master plan include:
• A new water tank and trans-

mission line—$3.72 million: 
to add 1.2 million gallons of 
storage capacity in case of a 
line break, allow for repairs 
needed on the existing tank, 
meeting peak demand time 
needs, or to sustain fire flows 
to hydrants in an emergency.

• New water reuse system—
Monument’s co-share would 
be $12 million of an $18.9 
million project if committed 

soon. It would capture and 
further purify and filter the 
town’s share of the treated 
wastewater effluent from 
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility that is cur-
rently discharged directly to 
Monument Creek; the town 
has water rights for its ef-
fluent but is not using them 
currently for either reuse or 
sale to downstream agricul-
tural irrigation users.

• Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority (PPRWA) region-
al water system—cost unde-
termined, but possible total 
cost split among all seven 
partners could be $280 mil-
lion. Would bring renewable 
surface water from Arkan-
sas River up to Monument 
in a pipeline through Black 

Above: Sharon Williams, the town’s gardener since 2007, 
retired this month and was honored at the June 20 Monument 
Board of Trustees meeting. Many staff members and residents 
thanked her for all she had accomplished. “I did have a vision 
for this job,” she said. “We have to look long term in what we 
plant.… I hope in some small way I have made a difference 
and brought us to a new level.” Photo by Lisa Hatfield.
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Forest. 
The PPRWA regional water system pro-
posal generated a lengthy technical discus-
sion. PPRWA is still in the planning and 
collaboration phase with seven potential 
partners including the Town of Monument, 
Triview, Donala, the Town of Palmer Lake, 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, 
Cherokee Metro District, and the City of 
Fountain. It will be 15 to 20 years before 
anyone could receive any water from it. 

Murphy asked repeatedly why Monu-
ment could not instead just ask Colorado 
Springs Utilities if it could connect to the 
Southern Delivery System (SDS), which 
also brings water from the Arkansas River. 
Koger and Smith said it would be much 
more effi cient to collaborate with partner 
water districts on big projects. 
Note: SDS was completed this spring after 
decades of planning and collaboration. It 
cost $825 million.

Koger’s theme was that if the town 
prolonged the delay in raising funds, it 
would never catch up with where it needed 
to be. Also, delaying decisions and actions 
could cause the town to miss out on mul-
tiple opportunities to partner with other 
entities on big projects and make more ef-
fi cient use of the money required. 

His recommendation was that board 
adopt the fi ve-year program of automati-
cally increasing water rates that had been 
proposed this year. On March 7, the trust-
ees approved just the fi rst increment of 

those new rates, which for example in-
creased the base rate for three-quarter-inch 
taps by 252 percent, 1½-inch taps by 620 
percent, larger taps increasing even more, 
and also roughly doubling the volumetric 
tier rates (price per gallon). See www.ocn.
me/v16n4.htm#mbot0307. 

The automatic increases over the next 
fi ve years after the initial shocking jump 
were intended for the town to accomplish 
its goals of making the water enterprise 
operation and maintenance self-sustaining, 
begin to build a reserve fund for emergen-
cies, provide money to transfer back to 
the general fund, and provide revenue for 
needed capital repair and replacement ex-
penditures. 

For several hours, the trustees and 
members of the public asked questions of 
Koger, Smith, and Tharnish about where 
the money would come from, why the fi -
nancial fi gures kept changing, why the 
rate increases could not be spread out over 
more time, how fi nancing projects would 
help with the situation, and what, specifi -
cally, the extra revenue from the new water 
rates would be used for. 

Coopman said he had yet to see justifi -
cation for such a high increase that passed 
on March 7 and why it had to be crammed 
into six years. He also did not like the idea 
of money being accumulated that could 
lead to “continued excessive spending,” 
and he repeated that the water enterprise 
fund needed to lower costs instead of in-

creasing expenses and spending money 
“recklessly.” 

The consensus was that it was confus-
ing and made it hard to trust the spread-
sheets when there was so much data, 
including spreadsheets that kept being up-
dated, and unaudited and audited numbers 
that did not match. Smith said the 2015 au-
dit fi gures were now fi nal, and that would 
help. 

Coopman said, “No one is debating 
we need a water rate increase, but we need 
to spread this out as much as possible to 
not hurt residents.” Murphy agreed that the 
board was no longer trying “to ‘go back 
to go forward’ with the rates… We are not 
going to change those unless we have a ba-
sis to do it on.”

Monument water customer Nancy 
Swearingen’s comments included:
• If I want to do a big project on my 

house, I know I have to save money 
and fi gure out how to pay for that 
project even before I have a specifi c 
plan. 

• If you do not have a viable source of 
water in the future, how will you sell 
your business or pass it along to your 
kids?

• The longer you put it off, the more ex-
pensive and more diffi cult it will be.

• We are sitting close to the edge of a 
crisis. The aquifer is really not a vi-
able long-term solution, but reuse is a 
very viable option. 

Business owner A.B. Tellez asked again 
why the town did not seem to consider 

the high costs of irrigation for the types of 
commercial landscaping that town ordi-
nances required him to install and irrigate 
to keep them alive. Tharnish said Planning 
Director Larry Manning was looking at the 
existing ordinances and that the landscap-
ing issue would come before the board in 
the future. See related Monument Planning 
Commission article on page 16.

The consensus among Koger, Thar-
nish, and a majority of the trustees was that 
the most urgent priority, after getting the 
drinking water enterprise fund operating in 
the black, is to focus on making the water 
reuse plant a reality.

The board also agreed that at the next 
water forum, the town manager should in-
vite the town’s water attorney, Bob Krassa, 
to answer some of the public’s legal ques-
tions.

The public water forum ended at 9:04 
p.m.

**********
The Monument Board of Trustees usually 
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the fi rst and third 
Mondays of each month at Monument 
Town Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. The 
next meeting is scheduled for July 18. Call 
884-8014 or see www.townofmonument.
org for information. 

To see upcoming agendas and com-
plete board packets for the Monument 
Board of Trustees, see http://monument-
townco.minutesondemand.com and click 
on Board of Trustees.

Lisa Hatfi eld can be reached at 
lisahatfi eld@ocn.me. 

By Lisa Hatfi eld
In a special meeting on June 27, the Mon-
ument Board of Trustees agenda included 
only a resolution regarding the 2015 audit 
and an executive session to discuss the 
purchase, acquisition, lease, transfer, or 
sale of any real, personal, or other prop-

erty, in this case for the water utility. 
Mayor Jeff Kaiser and Trustee Kelly 

Elliott were excused.
Kyle Logan of Logan and Associ-

ates gave the 2015 town an unmodifi ed or 
“clean” audit opinion with some sugges-
tions for improvement in the future and 

Monument Board of Trustees, June 27

2015 audit accepted; executive 
session agenda item rejected 

7/31/16. 
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By James Howald
In June, the Palmer Lake Town Council met twice: on June 
9 the town council met at its usual location, the Palmer 
Lake town hall; on June 23 Palmer Ridge High School 
hosted the town council as well as the boards of several 
local water districts for a showing of The Great Divide, a 
documentary about water issues, in their auditorium.
On June 9, the board granted a special event permit to the 
Palmer Lake Fireworks Committee, allowing the group to 
bring Fourth of July fireworks back to Palmer Lake. The 
board also heard presentations on wildfire preparedness, 
passed a resolution allowing Town Administrator Cathy 
Green-Sinnard to finalize a contract, and granted a new 
business license.

Permit granted to allow July 4 
fireworks over Palmer Lake

At its previous meeting on May 12, the town council heard 
a request for a special event permit from the Palmer Lake 
Fireworks Committee, a group of local residents headed 
by Jennifer Coopman, who were planning a July Fourth 
fireworks display. At the meeting in May the town council 
raised a number of issues about the plan the group pre-
sented, and asked for more detail on parking, security, and 
public safety.

On June 9, to the great delight of fireworks lovers in 
the audience, Green-Sinnard announced that the commit-
tee had, over the last month, successfully addressed all 
outstanding issues. Representatives from the Palmer Lake 
Police and Fire departments told the board they were in 
favor of granting the permit. 

Fire Trustee Rich Kuehster reminded the committee 
that they would need an evacuation plan, a permit from the 
Colorado Department of Transportation if they planned to 
restrict traffic on Highway 105 during the event, and that 
if there were any active fires within a 48-hour window be-
fore the fireworks the town might be forced to withdraw 
the permit.

Following those reminders, and to cheers from the 

audience, the board voted unanimously to grant the permit 
and let the 20-minute fireworks display proceed.

Fire mitigation effort still underway; more funds 
available

Resident Judith Harrington, who has spearheaded the 
town’s fire mitigation efforts and has served on the town 
council, introduced Forester Michelle Connelly, an em-
ployee of the Coalition for the Upper South Platte (CUSP). 
The women told the board that additional funds had been 
found to help the town continue its successful mitigation 
efforts.

Approximately $90,000 has been made available to 
the town by The Nature Conservancy, Connelly said, add-
ing that the Palmer Lake area is crucial to protect. The 
town will need to raise $158,000 in matching funds to 
make the most of the grant money, Connelly said. She also 
discussed a project managed by the U.S. Forest Service 
that will affect the town, since one of the town’s two reser-
voirs is on land owned by the federal government.

Board authorizes Green-Sinnard 
to sign contract

The board voted unanimously to authorize Green-Sinnard 
to execute a contract with the Colorado Department of Ag-
riculture that will provide the town with a $2,000 grant 
to eradicate noxious weeds, and will require the town to 
provide an equal amount of matching funds.

Business License awarded
The board voted unanimously to approve a business li-
cense to Carol Nolan for an in-home family child care 
business named Carol’s Cares, which will do business at 
726 Westward Lane. 

**********
The two meetings for July will be at 6:30 p.m. on July 14 
and July 28, at Town Hall, 42 Valley Crescent. Meetings 
are normally held on the second and fourth Thursdays of 
the month. For more information call 481-2953.
James Howald can be reached at jameshowald@ocn.me. 

By Lisa Hatfield
At the June 21 meeting of the Donald Wescott Fire Protec-
tion District (DWFPD), the consensus of the directors was 
to wait until summer 2017 to decide about putting a pos-
sible mill levy override (MLO) vote on the ballot. 

Director Harland Baker and Assistant Chief Scott 
Ridings were absent.

Citizen input needed this year on MLO 
ballot decision

Chief Vinny Burns said it is time to discuss the future of 
the fire district and what type and level of service its resi-
dents expect and will be willing to pay for in the future. 
The City of Colorado Springs continues to annex more 
land to the north, in the direction of Wescott, and the result 
is that the Colorado Springs Fire Department (CSFD) is 
now serving more territory overlapping with the south end 
of the Wescott District court-directed dual taxation area. 
These post-annexation city residents now have the choice 

spent most of his 80-minute presentation educating the 
new trustees on how a Colorado town audit works. The 
year 2015 was potentially controversial for the town’s fi-
nances, since besides the water rates debates it included 
a $350,000 settlement with Colonial Management Group, 
but this was not mentioned. See www.ocn.me/v16n6.
htm#mbot0502. 

Logan and Town Treasurer Pamela Smith answered 
questions about controls within the town and about the 
water enterprise fund. Logan explained that the water 
fund lost money again, but state statute requires a bal-
anced fund, so money was transferred again from the gen-
eral fund as it has every year since 2012. He said he would 
have suggested raising water rates just as the town did in 

March 2016.
At the start of the executive session agenda item, 

Town Manager Chris Lowe said that because this was a 
special meeting, a two-thirds vote would be required for 
passage of a motion. Lowe added that he did not expect 
any vote to be taken at this special meeting. 

The consensus of the trustees was that it would be 
better if all seven trustees were in attendance to discuss 
anything regarding the controversial water utility. 

Then Lowe mentioned that he had talked on the tele-
phone with Mayor Jeff Kaiser, who had called Lowe just 
before this June 27 meeting to tell him that he had been 
injured and could not get to the meeting. Lowe said he 
outlined the purpose of the executive session for Kaiser. 

However, Lowe added that he had not talked to Trustee 
Kelly Elliott about the executive session. This lack of 
equivalent notification to Elliott about the executive ses-
sion upset several trustees. The trustees then voted unani-
mously to refuse to go into executive session at all and 
they immediately adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

See related June 20 Monument Board of Trustees ar-
ticle on page 16.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, June 21

Mill levy decision postponed to next year

Palmer Lake Town Council, June 9 and June 23

Fireworks to return to Palmer Lake for 4th
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By Jim Kendrick
On June 17, Elaine Johnsen, EPC Funding Optimization 
manager and district manager for the Baptist Road Rural 
Transportation Authority (BRRTA), advised the BRRTA 
Board of Directors that all of BRRTA’s remaining out-
standing 2007 privately held road construction revenue 
bonds had been paid off through an extraordinary manda-
tory redemption on June 1—as directed by the board on 
March 18. June 31, 2016, was the first eligible redemption 
date in the bond covenants after BRRTA received a final 
state reimbursement through the Colorado Department of 
Revenue. On March 18, Johnsen said the estimated total 
cost of early redemption is $14.8 million for principal, in-
terest, and trustee fees, while BRRTA’s current total bond 
resources are $14.9 million as of Feb. 29, for a remaining 
excess of $85,594. (For more information see http://ocn.
me/v16n4.htm#brrta0318)

CPA Braden Hammond and Certified Fraud Exam-
iner Josephus Le Roux, of CPA firm BiggsKofford P.C. of 
Colorado Springs, reported an unconditional (or “clean”) 
opinion in its final 2015 audit, which the board unanimous-
ly approved. At least one more annual full audit for 2016 
by BiggsKofford is required due to several large 2016 fi-
nancial transactions. BRRTA road use fees and use taxes 
were terminated at the March 18, 2016, BRRTA board 
meeting. About $700,000 will remain in BRRTA’s general 
fund after BRRTA receives its June sales tax revenues late 
in August. By state law the earliest date BRRTA’s tempo-
rary one-cent sales tax in the BRRTA service area could 
be ended after the final BRRTA revenue bond redemption 
was June 30, 2016. 
Note: The BRRTA board consists of two Town of Monu-
ment elected officials and three elected El Paso County 
officials. The current members are Monument Mayor Jeff 
Kaiser (chair), Monument Mayor Pro Tem Don Wilson, 
County Commissioner Darryl Glenn, County Commis-

sioner Dennis Hisey, and County Assessor Steve Schleiker. 
The absence of Glenn was excused. 

Termination timeline troublesome
There was a lengthy technical discussion about BRRTA’s 
termination timeline. Since there are so few deliberately 
defined government agency demises, the board and staff 
are dealing with a dearth of definitive data on how to deter-
mine decision deadlines in the most efficient and economi-
cal manner. Many remaining actions by the board and staff 
may each still create yet another new legal requirement 
to maintain another separate cash reserve in case there is 
a lawsuit for damages or overpayment of taxes or fees or 
any other minor future construction projects. BRRTA, if 
not careful, could create new administrative fund reserve 
requirements under the various related statutes of limita-
tion of up to three years each. 

It was the board’s and staff’s consensus that none of 
the looming termination timeline decisions could be made 
at this meeting and will require further staff research. 

Citizen requests
The board unanimously approved a $3,500 charitable 
sponsorship donation request from Sky Hall of Tri-Lakes 
Views for one of the 12 stainless steel aspen tree sculp-
tures to be installed in the new roundabout at the intersec-
tion of West Baptist Road and Old Denver Road. All of 
the 12 trees now have sponsors.

Gary Rusnak of Gleneagle asked the board to con-
sider using some of the remaining $700,000 in BRRTA’s 
general fund to replace the gravel path on the north side of 
Baptist Road and east of the King Soopers shopping cen-
ter with a cement sidewalk. The board concurred that this 
was a good project for BRRTA sponsorship because the 
path is part of the Baptist Road right-of-way. The board 
also decided that any remaining funds also might be used 
for partially replacing the gravel in the Baptist Road me-
dian with concrete, as originally planned but unaffordable 

at the time of the road-widening project. The BRRTA staff 
will seek other recommendations for final low-cost proj-
ects within the Baptist Road right-of-way, as required by 
state law. 

The scheduled Aug. 12 board meeting was postponed 

of petitioning to be de-included from one district or the 
other with the arrival of CSFD Station 22 at 711 Copper 
Center Parkway.

Burns’ comments included:
• It is hard to plan for the future when CSFD does not 

communicate with DWFPD.
• We are going to have to find a way to continue opera-

tions and in what form.
• The consensus at the first two homeowners associa-

tions (HOA) input meetings was that residents would 
like us to have an election about a mill levy increase.

• Waiting until 2017 (instead of voting in 2016) will 
give us time to work this through and find an agree-
able mill levy where we stay in operation and give 
voters the best possible service we can for the money

• These HOA input meetings will continue until we are 
ready to make a decision by July 2017 for the Novem-

ber 2017 ballot. 
The first two HOA input meetings included just one repre-
sentative from each of the district’s HOAs on June 7 and 
14. Resident Bill Lowes, a former Wescott board presi-
dent, said it was vital to have more of a board presence 
at future HOA input meetings, since this component was 
missing in the last district MLO election in November 
2013 that failed. Director Bo McAllister agreed, saying, 
“It is incumbent on us to get the word out.”

2015 audit accepted
Auditor Tom Sistare, of Hoelting and Co., presented an 
unmodified, or “clean,” opinion for 2015. He said ac-
counts receivable increased by $229,000 in 2015 and that 
this is made up mostly of property taxes receivable. Sistare 
will work with Executive Administrator Stacey Popovich 
about how to continue to improve the number of internal 
controls in this small district. 

The board voted unanimously to accept the 2015 au-
dit as presented.

At 7:49 p.m., the board voted to go into executive ses-
sion to determine positions relative to matters that may be 
subject to negotiations, developing strategy for negotia-
tions, and instructing negotiators. The meeting adjourned 
at 8:30 p.m. Popovich said no votes were taken and no 
announcements were made after the directors returned to 
regular session to immediately adjourn.

**********
The next Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
of Directors meeting is scheduled for 7 p.m. July 19 at 
Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. Please call 488-8680, 
a nonemergency number, for more information, or visit 
www.wescottfire.org. The district is also on Facebook.

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me. 

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District station tour, June 22

TLMFPD board tours fire stations

Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority, June 17

All BRRTA bonds redeemed, 2015 audit approved

Above: The Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District (TLMFPD) board 
members toured four fire stations on June 22 as part of their regular meeting. The 
tour started at the new Colorado Springs Fire Department Station 22 (on Voyager 
Parkway just south of Northgate Road, pictured on the left), because Fire Chief 
Chris Truty wanted the board to see it as a model of a “modern fire station.” Then 
they visited TLMFPD Stations 1 (on Highway 105, pictured on the right), 2, and 
3 to see where the district’s firefighters and paramedics spend time in between 

calls and training. Battalion Chief Michael Keough explained that none of the 
three stations was being used for the same purpose for which it had originally 
been designed due to changes in how the district is staffed. Many spaces have 
had to be repurposed to try to meet current needs, and staff members have done 
many of their own alterations and upgrades to make the spaces safer and more 
homelike. Photos by Lisa Hatfield.

Above: On June 17, during the Baptist Road Ru-
ral Transportation Authority (BRRTA) meeting Citi-
zen Request agenda item, Gary Rusnak asked the 
board to use some of the approximately $700,000 
that will be left in the BRRTA general fund, now that 
all BRRTA revenue bonds have been redeemed, for 
construction of a concrete sidewalk on the north side 
of Baptist Road between Leather Chaps Road and 
Jackson Creek Parkway. The existing gravel hiking 
path that BRRTA constructed when Baptist Road 
was widened from two lanes is deeply eroded and 
weed-infested, as shown by this photo of a basket-
ball and soccer ball fitting side-by-side below grade 
in the existing eroded area. Photo by Jim Kendrick. 
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By Lisa Hatfield
On June 21, the El Paso County Planning Commission 
unanimously approved a recommendation to the Board of 
County Commissioners (BOCC) to approve David Hell-
busch’s proposed new 1-acre RV and boat storage yard 
variance of use within his RR-5 (Residential Rural) 3.75-
acre property located north of the intersection Mitchell 
Avenue and North Monument Lake Road. Hellbusch was 
represented by county Planning Commissioner Jerry Han-
nigan, a Monument resident and owner of Jerome W. Han-
nigan & Associates Inc., a land planning, surveying, and 
development company. Hannigan recused himself from 
this commission agenda item. 

The RR-5 zoning district does not allow small engine 
repair or automobile and boat storage yard uses. As out-
lined in the county Development Services staff packet, the 
property was used as a nursery with small engine repair as 
an accessory use beginning in the 1970s. The nursery use 
has been discontinued, and the small engine repair use was 
legalized through approval of a variance of use in 2013. 
See www.ocn.me/v13n11.htm#bocc. 

Hannigan told the commissioners that a variance of 
use would give the county more control over what hap-
pens on the property than a special use permit would, and 

that it was also better than a rezoning request because that 
would be permanent. 

According to Nina Ruiz of Development Services, 
this additional variance of use would allow boats, RVs, 
and campers, but it would not allow cars, scrap metal, RV 
dumping, or repair work, despite the fact that the official 
variance wording said “automobile and boat storage.” It 
would allow this use in addition to continuing small en-
gine repair on the site. 

The parcel is surrounded on three sides by the Mount 
Herman RV Storage facility that is within the Town of 
Monument, and access to the property is through a shared 
driveway. See www.ocn.me/v14n12.htm#mbot1103. The 
Town of Monument required Mount Herman Storage to 
widen, realign, and pave the access point as part of its site 
approval plan, and the county does not see the need for 
future access improvements by the applicant. 

Gene and Sue Huismann, owners of the adjacent 
property to the north, spoke against the request. They said 
the property in question has been graded recently and is 
higher than it was before, and it was therefore more visible 
from Highway 105 and the surrounding area than Mount 
Herman RV Storage, and the edges of the graded areas had 
steep slopes that should be reinforced. They said there is 

no house on the property, and Hellbusch ought to apply 
for a commercial rezoning due to the uses he is requesting. 
They wanted it to go through a more rigorous application 
process such as Mount Herman RV Storage did when go-
ing through the Town of Monument. They also said that 
Hellbusch had already been storing RVs on the site this 
year without any variance permission, and they wondered 
if the requirements of the 2013 variance for the small en-
gine repair use had been met. The Huismanns were also 
concerned about runoff issues because both properties 
drain directly into Crystal Creek.

The commission’s approval included five conditions 
and five notations. The site development plan, which will 
include any requirements about landscaping and detention 
of drainage to Crystal Creek, will undergo administrative 
approval process before the BOCC hearing. See http://
adm.elpasoco.com/Development%20Services/Pages/
PlanningCommission2016.aspx for this June 21 commis-
sion staff packet as well as the meeting recording and min-
utes.

See http://bcc.elpasoco.com/Pages/default.aspx to 
determine when the BOCC will hold its hearing on this 
proposed variance. 

Lisa Hatfield can be reached at lisahatfield@ocn.me.

By Jackie Burhans
The Woodmoor Improvement Association (WIA) board 
met June 22 and approved a proposal to move the associa-
tion’s water line to save money and reduce risk. The board 
also heard updates on the document digitization project 
and reports from each of the board directors. President 
Erik Stensland and Secretary/Community Outreach Direc-
tor Jennifer Cunningham were absent. The meeting was 
chaired by Vice President Peter Bille. 

Water main replacement
Commons area administrator Bob Pearsall presented a 
proposal to replace the water main, increase the ¾-inch 
pipe off a 2-inch tap, and relocate the meter. The water 
line primarily sits on a piece of La Plata land just north of 
the WIA property. Three options were considered: 1) do 
nothing; 2) leave the existing line but relocate the meter to 
The Barn; and 3) move the line to an easement with the La 
Plata property and then onto WIA property, decrease the 
tap size, and increase the pipe to the building to 1 inch, and 
move the meter to The Barn. 

Leaving things as is means the water line would run 
under any properties that might be built on the land that 
does not belong to WIA, and the association could be li-
able for any damages. The second option would not meet 
the minimum standards for water pressure per the Wood-
moor Water and Sanitation. WIA currently has pressure 
tanks in the toilets in The Barn due to inadequate pressure. 
Director Rich Wretschko noted that the WIA pipes are the 
same age as the Woodmoor Townhomes’ pipes, which 

have had a number of issues.
The board asked for a motion to go with the third op-

tion. This option would improve water pressure and low-
er the monthly RWIF water fee from $312 per month to 
around $80 per month. The cost of the project would be 
between $22,000 and $28,000 and the HOA would see a 
return on investment in six to eight years. This plan calls 
for downgrading from a 2-inch tap to a 1-inch tap, which 
would save money. The pipe would be increased to 1½ 
inches to reduce friction and then stepped down to 1 inch 
again at the building. The meter would be moved to The 
Barn, which is customarily where it should be. The project 
will also install a split meter so that the water used for ir-
rigation is not billed as wastewater, which will also save 
money. The board unanimously approved the motion to 
proceed with this project. 

Document digitization
HOA Manager Denise Cagliaro reported that the digitiza-
tion project is making progress with one of seven cabinets 
almost complete. As files are digitized, any documents 
that the HOA is not required to retain are shredded. Cur-
rently the digitized files are protected by RAID drives and 
onsite backup. Staff member Bob Pearsall noted that the 
WIA IT contractor is going to a class to get an update on 
compliance requirements on encryption.

Board report highlights
• Bille noted that the country club did a survey and sent 

letters to residents regarding the property lines. The 
club wanted to raise awareness but did not indicate 

any intent to take any action.
• WIA Treasurer Brian Bush reported that the auditor’s 

report was favorable and the appropriate IRS forms 
will be submitted this week.

• Public Safety Director Per Suhr reported on recent 
cases of criminal trespass where items were taken 
from unlocked cars, and five cases of criminal mis-
chief including damage to mailboxes and a stolen 
padlock, as well as lawn chairs thrown into the pool 
at the country club. The reports are lower than the 
average of 10 cases for this time of year.

• The next chipping day will be July 9 at Lewis-Palmer 
Middle School.

• The sprinkler system upgrade approved at the May 
meeting was completed June 23 at the cost of $6,900, 
which included an extra $400 over the estimate due 
to work on the turf.

• No fireworks are allowed in Woodmoor due to the 
risk of fire.

**********
The WIA Board of Directors usually meets at 7 p.m. on 
the fourth Wednesday of each month in the Barn at 1691 
Woodmoor Drive, Monument. The next meeting will be 
July 27. The WIA calendar can be found at: https://www.
woodmoor.org/wia-calendar/. WIA board meeting min-
utes can be found at: https://www.woodmoor.org/meeting-
minutes/ once approved and posted.

Jackie Burhans can be reached at 
jackieburhans@ocn.me.

to Sept. 16 to give time to county Finance Manager Nikki 
Simmons to conduct a financial analysis of final sales tax 
revenues and to Senior Assistant County Attorney Lori 
Seago for more research into the precedents set by the 
shutdown of the Struthers Road Improvement District.

**********
The next regular board meeting is now scheduled for 2:30 
p.m. Sept. 16 in the Academy Conference Room of Citi-
zen Service Center, 1675 W. Garden of the Gods Road. 
Meetings are normally held on the second Friday of the 

second month of the quarter. For more information call 
520-5547 or 520-6386.

Jim Kendrick can be reached at jimkendrick@ocn.me. 

El Paso County Planning Commission, June 21

Variance of use sought for outdoor RV and boat storage

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, June 22

Board approves project to replace water line

By Bill Kappel
June was wetter than normal for the month. Temperatures 
were also a little above average and unlike last year, we 
did manage to break across the 90-degree mark during the 
month (94°F on the 19th).

June started off quiet and mild, with highs reaching 
into the 70s each afternoon from the 1st through the 7th. 
Moisture began to return to the area starting on the 6th, 
with afternoon thunderstorms, brief heavy rain, and areas 
of hail occurring each afternoon and early evening through 
the 8th. Temperatures also began to warm during the pe-
riod, with our first sustained period of highs reaching the 
80s from the 8th through the 12th. More thunderstorms 
and rain developed each afternoon from the 10th through 
the 13th. Then, drier air finally worked back in on the 14th. 

Skies remained nearly cloud free (very rare for June) from 
the 14th through the early afternoon of the 19th. Tempera-
tures also warmed up each day as the area of high pressure 
strengthened over the region. This allowed highs to reach 
near record territory, with mid 80s from the 15th through 
the 18th, then peaking in the low to mid 90s on the 19th. 
Overall, a sunny, warm Father’s Day weekend.

The first week of summer saw a very typical begin-
ning, with quiet mornings followed by building clouds 
and scattered thunderstorms. The heaviest rain, with some 
hail, occurred on the evening of the 20th and again on the 
afternoon of the 23rd. Highs each afternoon reached the 
mid to upper 70s on the 20th, 22nd, and 25th, with mid to 
upper 80s on the 21st, 23rd, and 24th. These latest rounds 
of showers have put us a little ahead of the monthly nor-

mal for precipitation, with another week to go.
The month ended with more of the same. Highs 

reached in the low to mid 80s from the 27th through the 
29th, before a push of cooler air worked in on the last day 
of the month, dropping the high back to around 70. Quiet 
morning gave way to partly cloudy skies by afternoon on 
the 27th and 28th. Thunderstorms developed a little later 
than normal on those days, with storms rolling through 
during the early to mid-evening hours. Moisture levels and 
instability continued to increase on the 29th and 30th, with 
lots of storms and areas of heavy rain developing each day. 

A Look Ahead
July can be an active weather month around the region, 
as the southwest monsoon season gets going. Afternoon 
and evening thunderstorms are a common occurrence, and 

June Weather Wrap
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when they are able to tap into higher levels of moisture, 
flash flooding can result. Hot, stagnant weather can also 
take hold for a few days at time, with highs hitting well 
into the 90s. 

June 2016 Weather Statistics
Average High   80.9° (+3.5°)

100-year return frequency value max 82.5° min 66.3°
Average Low   48.5° (+4.1°)

100-year return frequency value max 50.7° min 40.2°
Highest Temperature 94°F on the 19th 
Lowest Temperature 42°F on the 2nd, 14th, 15th 
Monthly Precipitation 2.34” 

(+0.39” 17% above normal)
100-year return frequency value max 6.94” min 0.15”

Monthly Snowfall 0.0” 
(-0.1” 100% below normal)

Season to Date Snow  157.8” 

(+35.5” 22% above normal) 
(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)

Season to Date Precip  22.56” 
(+0.93” 5% above normal) 

(the precip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days 51 (-28)
Cooling Degree Days 42 (+14) 
Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident. He 

can be reached at billkappel@ocn.me.

Letters to Our Community
Guidelines for letters to the editor are on page 31.

Disclaimer:  The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the views of OCN 
even if the letter writer is an OCN volunteer

No on Amendment 69—again
In the June 4 edition of OCN, a letter smugly suggested 
Colorado health care providers, and taxpayers who would 
owe extra thousands of dollars a year, who don’t want to be 
forced to participate in ColoradoCare is “because change 
is scary.” And as usual from supporters of this amendment, 
some key details are missing, such as what all the income 
sources that would be taxed an additional 10 percent are. 
Such as also interest, dividends, capital gains, IRA/401k 
distributions, business, taxable refunds, rents, royalties, 
partnerships, trusts, and farm income.

There’s no exemption for Colorado residents who are 
military stationed here and already fully covered by fed-
eral government—they’d be forced to pay thousands extra 
per year for this anyway. And their working non-military 
spouses, although also fully covered, would also be forced 
to pay even if the military member isn’t a Colorado resi-
dent. Last month’s letter implied they should be happy to 
pay this, I suppose for the greater good, or some other so-
cialist tripe.

Employers/individuals are already free to voluntarily 
get with health care providers and work out arrangements 
to cut out insurance middlemen on their own collective 
volitions if, and to what extent, they choose—no need to 
force all care providers and taxpayers to participate with 
this proposed amendment. And the $60,000 exemption 
mentioned is only for those age 65-plus. Surely these sup-

porters would welcome random visits to their homes to 
ensure they’re eating right, exercising enough, not doing 
drugs, not smoking, not abusing alcohol, etc. if everyone 
else would be forced to pay for their care, right? It’s espe-
cially rich when these supporters refer you to a 52-page 
“guide,” but never to the Colorado Amendment 69 full 
proposal itself—only 12 pages. It’s easily found with an 
internet search from where you can choose your preferred 
source, or alternatively, at coloradansforcoloradans.com 
under the “About” tab.
Paul McSpadden

Please read before voting
In response to the last couple of editorials on Amendment 
69, I would like to offer a practical thought before you 
decide. 

I am not looking to take a jab at the state government 
as they have managed many business concerns over the 
years. Running health care, however, I believe should be 
left to the professionals. Can you imagine the state running 
a $25 billion-a-year health care plan?

We don’t have to go back very far to see what hap-
pened when the state took over a new industry (recre-
ational marijuana). The state was not ready to run it, and 
remember they didn’t even have a tax structure in place in 
the beginning. 

This vote is, if anything, too soon for the state to even 
consider tackling just a serious matter. The feds are having 
trouble and they have been working on it for years.

Make up your own mind, my words will not convince 
you but please read up on it before you vote.
Bill Normile

D-38 computer security breach
The reported D-38 serious computer system security vio-
lations resulted in a Monument Police report and district 
school computer systems being taken offline. This appears 
to have been an ongoing student privacy data breach since 
at least October-November 2015 with no district report to 
the community until more than seven months passed. Be-
cause of this unreported and ongoing district data breach, 
I believe the community deserves a full independent fi-
nancial and student privacy data audit be immediately re-
quested from the Colorado Department of Education. We 
must have an independent agency determine how much 
critical information has been exposed or stolen.
Gordon Reichal

Our climate is changing— 
and it’s a big deal!

Speaking truth to fairy tale, noted astrophysicist Neil de-
Grasse Tyson once said, “The good thing about science is 
that it’s true whether or not you believe it.” With slight-
ly changed words, the same can be said about climate 
change, aka global warming. Our climate is warming and 
it is due mostly, if not entirely, to human activities. The 
level of carbon dioxide, a potent greenhouse gas that pro-
vides much of the warmth for our planet, and comes at 
least in part from the burning of fossil fuels, has been rela-
tively stable for many centuries. That level is now rising 
dramatically as highlighted in a headline in the June edi-
tion of Scientific American: Antarctic CO2 Hit 400 PPM 
for First Time in 4 Million Years.

Once denied completely, skeptics now begrudgingly 
accept the science, but not entirely. Two of their favor-
ite refrains are, “But the climate has always changed,” or 
“There’s nothing we can do about it.” Those who cling to 
the claim that the climate has always changed apparently 
don’t understand the concept of rate of change. In the past, 
it took centuries, or more, for the climate to make sub-
stantial changes. Now only decades or years are required. 
With respect to what can be done to arrest climate change, 
it is true that we are going to have to live with the con-
sequences for years to come, but we can mitigate those 
consequences if we work together and cease the bickering 
and cherry picking. To the remaining skeptics, I say accept 

the science completely and “get on board.”
Ross Meyer

Woodmoor’s present fencing rules 
do not address fire risks

Recently, the Woodmoor Architectural Control Commit-
tee denied my request to use an architecturally correct, 
high end, FireWise recommended metal fencing material 
to replace our wood split-rail dog kennel fence. The fence 
would have been well within our30-foot fire-defensible 
space in its entirety, and is up against our home on both 
ends and under a low roof soffit on one end. Our lot has 
high-risk topographical fire risks that we cannot control. 
These features directly impact the location of the fence. 
We also live in the highest fire-risk area according to 
Woodmoor’s Forestry Information Bulletin lot fire rating 
map.

In May, our appeal to the Woodmoor Board of Di-
rectors was again denied citing the present-day governing 
documents allowing only split-rail or dowel fencing. Out 
of respect for the members of the Woodmoor Architectural 
Control Committee and Board of Directors, the rules and 
regulations are binding, and are the basis for their deci-
sions regarding my fencing material request. 

Woodmoor has been a recognized FireWise Commu-
nity for 10 years, and has distributed FireWise materials 
recommending the use of noncombustible fencing materi-
als, such as metal, up against houses. Metal fencing that is 
treated as part of the home will not detract from the rustic 
community feel that Woodmoor is trying to achieve.

Woodmoor’s rules and regulations in their Project De-
sign Standards Manual do not reflect current fire risks to 
our homes. Woodmoor residents need to be able to utilize 
safer fencing materials in light of the present extended fire 
seasons that now exist for all of us. Outdated rules and 
regulations should not prevent our residents from using 
safer, noncombustible metal fencing materials within our 
home’s fire-defensible space that are architecturally con-
sistent. It is time for a rule change.
Lynn M. Welch

Lewis-Palmer’s technology 
management questioned

District 38’s superintendent and school board are misman-
aging, risking child-community security, and obfuscating 
poor practice if not outright incompetence in the district’s 
Technology Services Department. 

Please consider:
Item 1: In 2015 the superintendent and board hired Ms. 
Liz Walhof at $98,000 per year as Director of Tech-
nology (http://lewis.schoolwires.net//site/Default.
aspx?PageID=5986) although her LinkedIn profile and 
own resume demonstrate no education or previous tech-
nology expertise in security, vendor management, or bud-
getary responsibility. 

There are far more qualified applicants in Monu-
ment, Colorado Springs, and the region willing to create 
first-line information technology (IT) support, develop IT 
road maps, and follow vendor management protocols for 
$98,000 a year. I have placed them in positions for far less.

Further, Lewis-Palmer IT could likely be outsourced 
at a 25 percent savings off of the $2.2 million budget giv-
ing teachers a well-deserved raise.
Item 2: Parents recently discovered that over 2,000 stu-
dents’ private information (including HIPPA files), associ-
ated personal photo, bus arrival times, and parents’ and 
siblings’ information were available through district web-
sites because security protocols were severely limited.
Item 3: While nearly forcing student adoption of public 
Internet technology, the school district simultaneously 
and entirely indemnifies itself from “... all costs, claims, 
damages or losses resulting from my child’s use of district 
technology devices, including use of the Internet and elec-
tronic communications...”

As an IT professional I believe in the power of tech-
nology. Still, if the district obligates students and faculty 
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Nights @ The Speedtrap 
Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays — All Summer 

Dinner Served—5:00-9:00 p.m.—Gourmet Cuisine 
Live Music—8:00-11:00 p.m. 
Full Service Bar—All Evening 

 

July Music Schedule 
July 4: The ETs & Lincoln Street Revival 

July 7: Woody & Mark 
July 8: Mark’s Midnight Carnival Band 

July 9: Kai Hong 
July 14: Throwback Thursday/Vinyl & Mar nis 

July 15: The Changing Colors 
July 16: Rough Age 

July 21: Chautauqua Mountain Band 
July 22: June 

July 23: Ma  Bloom Band 
July 28: Debbie Mirza 

July 29: Robby Wicks Band 
July 30: Jeremy Facknitz 

 
 

84 Highway 105 in  Palmer Lake        
719.488.2007          www.speedtrapbistro.com 
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By Harriet Halbig
Summer reading is in full swing as I write this, but let me 
be the fi rst to invite you to our End of Summer Reading 
Party on the Palmer Lake Village Green, from 10 a.m. to 
noon on Friday, July 29. We’ll have animals galore this 
year: miniature horses, giant lizards, and more. We’ll also 
have face painting, crafts, an infl atable obstacle course, 
a toddler play area, refreshments, and more. Bring the 
whole family!

Monument Library is one of the most active in the 
district when it comes to summer reading. As of June 17, 
we have registered 13 babies, 1,216 kids and 442 teens in 
the program. Join us! There is still time to fi nish the pro-
gram, which ends July 31.

Monument Library Events
Youth programs
• Each Monday throughout July, we will continue to 

have a special program for children ages 7 and up 
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

• Tuesday mornings, in place of our usual story time, 
will be Summer Morning Fun programs from 10:30 
to 11:30.

• Each Thursday afternoon from 2:30 to 3:30 will be a 
program for school-age kids.

• July 4: The library will be closed. 
• July 5: Laura Foye will bring her colorful chickens 

and there will be chicken crafts. 
• July 7: I Want to Win 
• July 11: Wilderness Readiness for Kids
• July 12: Wag that Tale with Denise Gard and her Bor-

der Collie Sienna

• July 14: Go Bananas
• July 16: The regular meeting of the Legos Club from 

10 to 11:30 a.m. We provide the Legos and you bring 
your imagination. All ages are welcome. 

• July 18: Minute to Win, a collection of brief chal-
lenges

• July 19: Dynamic Dance Party with streamers, mu-
sic, and lots of movement for kids ages 7 and under

• July 21: Go Bananas featuring a music and movement 
theme

Adult programs
• July 8: If you have questions about using your com-

puter, register for our Computer Help Lab from 9 to 
10 a.m. Call us at 488-2370.

• July 13: From 5 to 5:45 p.m. we will have a program 
by local doctor of physical therapy Scott Simpson 
who will discuss the balance systems, fall facts, and 
what you can do to prevent unintentional falls. No 
registration is required.

• July 20: The Monumental Readers will meet from 10 
a.m. to noon to discuss Me Before You by Jojo Moy-
es. All patrons are welcome to attend this monthly 
book group.

• July 30: At 10 a.m. local fi refi ghters will teach you 
how to better protect yourself and your property from 
wildfi res. No registration is necessary.

Teen programs
• July 6: Come and play Superfi ght from 3 to 5 p.m. 

If that’s not your style, we have other, more classic 
board games. This program is for grades 6 to 12.

• July 8: The Teen Advisory Board will meet from 4 

to 5 p.m. in the study room. Help us to plan library 
programs and parties in the library for teens.

• July 20: Learn to make healthy microwave mug meals 
from 3 to 5 p.m. Join us to experiment with cooking 
healthful meals for one! Registration is required.

• July 27: Enjoy a library-friendly form of “The Amaz-
ing Race” from 3 to 5 p.m. Registration is required.

• Oil/watercolor/acrylic paintings by Lisa Cush will be 
on the walls of the library during July. A collection of 
cell phones from Chuck Hardy will be in the display 
case.

Palmer Lake Library Events
• July 4: All Pikes Peak Library facilities will be 

closed.
• Summer reading programs at Palmer Lake will be on 

Wednesdays, beginning at 10:30 a.m.
• July 7: Dynamic Dance Party
• July 13: A program on bees
• July 16: Our Saturday family program begins at 10:30 

a.m. and will feature a speaker from Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife to discuss living with wildlife.

• July 20: Zumba for kids
• July 27: Ready, Set, Meet the Challenge, a collection 

of fun races and other challenges
• July 29: Please come to the End of Summer Read-

ing Program Party on July 29 from 10 a.m. to noon. 
There will be activities and snacks for all ages. For 
more information, see the beginning of this article or 
pick up a fl ier at the library.

Harriet Halbig may be reached at 
harriethalbig@ocn.me.

to use select L-P School District tech tools, the school dis-
trict has a fi duciary and fi nancial responsibility to assure 
staff competence and create ample safeguards.

The board’s hesitation to publicize poor security is 
appropriate. Conversely, unwillingness to be very public 
on resolution and the qualifi cations of a $100,000-a-year 

IT director is inappropriate.
Doyle Ray Oakey
 ■

By the staff at Covered Treasures
We’re in the middle of summer and family travel time. 
Paperback books travel well, and here are a few that will 
entertain you and the kids.

The Secret History of Wonder Woman
By Jill LePore (Vintage Books), $16.95
A riveting work 
of historical de-
tection revealing 
that the origin of 
one of the world’s 
most iconic su-
perheroes hides 
within it a fas-
cinating fam-
ily story—and 
a crucial history 
of 20th-century 
feminism. Won-
der Woman, cre-
ated in 1941, is 
the most popular 
female superhero 
of all time. Aside 
from Superman 
and Batman, no superhero has lasted as long or command-
ed so vast and wildly passionate a following. Like every 
other superhero, Wonder Woman has a secret identity. Un-
like every other superhero, she has also had a secret his-
tory.

Dead Wake 
By Erik Larson (Broadway Books), $17
A master of narrative nonfi ction brings us the compelling 
and riveting story of the sinking of the Lusitania, a story 
many of us think we know but don’t. Erik Larson tells 
it thrillingly, while painting a larger portrait of America 
at the height of the Progressive Era. Full of glamour and 
suspense, Dead Wake brings to life a cast of evocative 
characters, from famed Boston bookseller Charles Lauriat 
to pioneering female architect Theodate Pope to President 
Woodrow Wilson. Gripping and important, Dead Wake 
captures the sheer drama and emotional power of a di-

saster whose intimate details and true meaning have long 
been obscured by history. Did the Lusitania cause the U.S. 
to enter WWI or was there more to the story? 

A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the Ap-
palachian Trail
By Bill Bryson (Broadway Books), $15.99
The Appalachian Trail stretches from Georgia to Maine 
and covers some of the most breathtaking terrain in Amer-
ica—majestic mountains, silent forests, sparkling lakes. If 
you’re going to take a hike, it’s probably a good place to 
go, and Bill Bryson is surely the most entertaining guide 
you’ll fi nd. He introduces us to the history and ecology of 
the trail and to some of the other hardy (or just foolhardy) 
folks he meets along the way—and a couple of bears. Al-
ready a classic, A Walk in the Woods will make you long 
for the great outdoors (or at least for a comfortable chair 
to sit and read in).

The Friends We Keep
By Susan Mallery (Mira Books), $15.99
In this insightful and compelling story from book club fa-
vorite Susan Mallery, three close friends test the boundar-
ies of how much a woman can give before she has nothing 
left. Mallery draws you into the lives of Gabby, Hayley, 
and Nicole and the various crossroads of their lives. As 
their bonds of friendship deepen against the beautiful 
backdrop of Mischief Bay, they will rely on good food, 
good wine and especially each other to navigate life’s 
toughest changes.

The Woman Who Walked in Sunshine
By Alexander McCall Smith (Anchor Books), $15.00
Business is slow at the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, 
so slow in fact that for the fi rst time in her estimable ca-
reer Precious Ramotswe has reluctantly agreed to take a 
holiday. The week of uninterrupted peace is short-lived, 
however, when she meets Samuel, a young troublemaker 
who is himself in some trouble. Ultimately, Ramotswe 
will need to draw upon her kindness, generosity, and good 
sense, and will serve to remind everyone that ordinary hu-
man failings should be treated with a large helping of char-
ity and compassion.

Bones Never Lie: How Forensics Helps Solve History’s 
Mysteries
By Elizabeth Macleod (Annick Press), $14.95
Thanks to forensics, we now know that King Tut died 
of malaria. We also know that stomach cancer, and not 
arsenic as suspected, killed Napoleon. Seven intriguing 
stories about historical royal fi gures whose demise was 
suspicious, and hard scientifi c facts about crime-solving 
techniques make each event seem like an episode of “CSI” 
rather than a history lesson. Kids will be fascinated to fi nd 
out how scientists use autopsy results, DNA testing, bone 
fragments, and even insects to determine the cause of 
death. This book will be hard to put down for kids who 
love mysteries.

DK Eyewitness Books: Space Exploration
(DK Publishing), $9.99
Space Exploration takes young readers on a journey 
through the solar system and highlights advancements in 
space technology. Discover how satellites help us fore-
cast the weather, how the Large Space Simulator is used 
to test spacecraft, and how the landing craft probes and 
explores planets. Learn how a special sleeping bag helps 
astronauts sleep in weightless conditions, how astronauts 
repair an orbiting spacecraft from the outside, and how 
an astronaut’s body is affected upon reentering the Earth’s 
atmosphere in this updated edition of a best-selling title 
from the Eyewitness series.

Cars, Trains and Planes Creativity Book and The Mon-
ster Creativity Book
By Anna Bowles and Penny Worms (Barron’s Educational 
Series, Inc.), $12.99 each
Whether it’s big diggers, zooming trains, and high fl y-
ing planes, or wacky aliens, wild monsters, and mythical 
beasts, these activity books will keep kids occupied. Fea-
turing games, puzzles, stencils and stickers, no additional 
supplies are needed with this book, and it will help stave 
off the dreaded “Are we there yet?” question.

Until next month, happy reading.

The staff at Covered Treasures can be reached at 
books@ocn.me.

Between the Covers at Covered Treasures Bookstore

Books are essential travel companions

July Library Events

End of Summer Reading Party set for July 29 
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By Janet Sellers
Possibly the most satisfying yet difficult paintings to make 
are plein air paintings. The artist is outdoors, and there are 
many distractions—not the least of which are heat, bugs, 
wind, drifting pollen, and all the usual outdoor things we 
run into on a hike. On top of that, all these things can get 
onto the painting, brush and palette of colors, which is 
challenging for watercolorists but quite a predicament for 
the oil painter.

In spite of that, the beauty and immediacy of impulse 
to brush, and thereby paint to canvas, are unmatched with 
plein air painting compared to any other genre, and that is 
likely why artists—and art collectors—are so compelled 
to enjoy these works of art. The most immediate expres-

sion is in the lightning speed of watercolor painting to put 
the paint down and be dry, finished, and ready to go home 
at any time, while oils are slower to apply and use on a 
canvas, and often cannot be completed alla prima, or in 
one sitting. Oils must go home in a wet canvas carrier to 
dry quite slowly, taking weeks or a year or more.

I recently brought together a small and talented group 
of artists to a plein air paint out in Fox Run Park. Our goal 
was to paint the stunning ponderosa Ute Indian Prayer 
Trees there. While interesting and amazing, these trees 
pose a visual problem to solve that I had never before ex-
perienced. The trees themselves are culturally modified 
into extraordinary shapes, usually at the lower quarter of 
the tree, yet the trees’ natural full expression at the crown 
of the tree is visible in its entirety in the dense forest of 
ponderosa pine. 

The artists were able to choose to paint only the strik-
ing modified part, or include the whole tree, often many 
stories high, and the composition of this is quite complex 
to pull off, given that the modified sculptural section and 
the natural tree itself are at once integrated, harmonious, 
and yet convey supernatural forms. 

For me, the best part of plein air painting is being out-
doors in harmony with nature and the other artists. The 
forest offers us her healing airs and atmospheres, support-
ing us artists to delve deep into our imaginations to bring 
out our best in our painting. In a plein air paint out, each 
person paints on his or her own, but still feels connected 
to the group, so the energy to keep on going is strong and 
supportive. And while each artist can personally solve his 
or her paintings, it is comforting that all the while, know-
ing that if needed or asked, another artist can offer a kind 
suggestion here and there throughout the day. 

Janet Sellers is a Colorado artist and art teacher; her 
paintings and public art sculptures are in exhibitions 
in city and museum outdoor venues in Colorado, and 

of course, the Tri-Lakes area. Sellers can be reached at JanetSellers@OCN.me.

By Sigi Walker
On June 19 the Palmer Lake Historical Society treated fa-
thers and families to free pie, ice cream, and musical en-
tertainment at the annual Father’s Day Ice Cream Social, 
continuing the society’s long-standing tradition of honor-
ing fathers in the Tri-Lakes community. The event was 
free to the public and was supported by donations from 
the Rock House (ice cream) and the Monument Village 
Inn (five pies). Despite the heat, more than 200 people en-
joyed themselves munching 20 pies and three tubs of ice 
cream while enjoying singer/guitarist Nick Davey on both 
electric and acoustic guitars.

**********
One upcoming program and one upcoming event are of 
special note. The July 21 Monthly History Series program 
features Larry Schlupp, vice president of Historic Douglas 
County Inc., who will present “The Goodnight Legacies.” 
Charles Goodnight was primarily a self-educated man, 
possessing a strong entrepreneurial mind and superb in-
novating attributes to become successful. He was a key 
contributor to the growth of the cattle industry in the mid-

19th century West. Goodnight’s strong moral character, 
far-ranging insight, inventiveness, and his ability to attract 
and establish beneficial relationships forged what today is 
the oldest ranch in the Texas Panhandle, the JA Ranch, 
which has operations in Colorado. If you ever read Larry 
McMurtry’s Lonesome Dove, you likely have dipped into 
the essence of Charles Goodnight and his friend and part-
ner, Oliver Loving.

From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Aug. 6, the Palmer Lake 
Historical Society presents “The Return of the Rocky 
Mountain Chautauqua.” Chautauquas began in New York 
state in 1874 as an adult education movement and spread 
throughout rural America until the mid-1920s. They 
brought entertainment and culture for the whole com-
munity, with speakers, teachers, musicians, entertainers, 
preachers, and specialists of the day. Former U.S. Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt was quoted as saying that Chau-
tauqua is “the most American thing in America.” A full 
day of vintage arts, crafts, portrayals of historic men and 
women, wildlife displays, and bluegrass music is planned.
For more information, visit our website at www.palmerdi-

videhistory.org or call (719) 559-0837. 
Sigi Walker can be contacted at mikensigi@comcast.net.

Above: The Father’s Day Ice Cream Social serving 
table. Photo by Mike Walker.

Palmer Lake Historical Society, JUne 19

200 take part in Ice Cream Social

High Altitude Natural Gardening

HANG in the ‘hood

Above: JArtist Ermi Knoth stands with her sculpture 
He Loves Me Not that was recently installed at 
Monument Sculpture Park for the 2016-17 Tri-
Lakes Views outdoor art exhibition. The nonprofit 
group supports the annual exhibition, and most of 
the artworks are for sale by the artists through the 
group. Photo by Janet Sellers.

By Janet Sellers
Well, it is high season for gardening now. So many have 
their crops in and going up—some things are even ready. 
My garden is smaller this year, and I plan on making more 
of it work for late summer. With a lot of seedlings indoors 
that I started, it looks to be a good year for tomato sprouts 
and the ever-present zuke and cuke spreading out in the 
garden. 

A number of gardeners this year have told me they 
will try out arching, overhead squashes on a trellis or 
strings for the vines to climb. I have done that for sev-
eral years at the Monument Community Garden along the 
fence, to great results. It is so easy to pick squash and cu-
cumber from along the fence line or a raised area.

I usually write about food gardening, but I have had 
such success with propagating flower plants such as ge-
raniums and others that I thought I’d mention that many 
plants give us easy propagation in a glass of water. I can 
take some side stems from geraniums, or herbs such as 
rosemary or basil stems, which I pinch off to inspire the 
plant to get bushy and not leggy, then put the stems in 
spring or filtered water (tap water filled with chlorine re-
tards the rooting) and in about a week to 10 days I have a 
new basil plant ready for soil. Chlorinated water kills bac-
teria, but bacteria are the awesome life forms that support 
plant growth and garden success.

Garden walks this summer will be at the usual ad hoc 
times, and likely in late July or August when there are 

crops to view and of course, lots of questions answered.
We can keep on the lookout for fliers around town 

and notices on nextdoor.com for upcoming garden walks 
in our area. I’ve enjoyed the informal walks around our 
community for several years now, and they are often in 
Palmer Lake or Monument town areas. Enjoy!

Did anybody plant watermelon or strawberries this 
year? I’d love to know what’s in your garden!

Janet Sellers is an avid HANG newbie, and welcomes 
your tips and handy hints to share with others here at our 

high altitude. She can be reached at 
JanetSellers@OCN.me.

Art Matters

Plein air—an outdoor art hike for artists

Wondering what to give that 
special person in your life?  

 

Give a gift that  
keeps on giving.  

 

Give the gift of success.  
 

Give a gift certificate for 
OCN advertising! 

 

You can have the gift certificate 
automatically emailed to your special 

person or you can print it and mail it or 
present it in person. To purchase your gift 
certificate, go to www.ocn.me/advertise.

htm#buynow and click  
 

Questions? Call John Heiser at 488-3455. 
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On June 11 at Log School Park, the 
community of Black Forest held a 
Remembrance Ceremony on the 
three-year anniversary of the start of 
the wildfire that killed two people and 
destroyed nearly 500 homes and 22 
square miles of forest. Dr. Bob Bender, 
pastor of Black Forest First Baptist 
Church, led the prayer service, and 
the Black Forest Choir provided music. 
The event was sponsored by the Black 
Forest Interagency Forum including 
Black Forest Community Club, Park 
Foundation, Trails Association, 
Friends of the BF Preservation 
Plan, Black Forest Together, Slash 
and Mulch, and Black Forest Fire & 
Rescue. Anyone in the Tri-Lakes area 
who is able to contribute some time to 
help with the ongoing effort to clear so 
many slash piles and dead trees still 
left from the fire should contact Black 

Forest Together at (719) 495-2445 
or see www.blackforesttogether.org/. 
Pictured below: Jay and Barb, two of 
the Black Forest Together volunteers 
who help drag slash and operate wood 
chippers. Photos by Lisa Hatfield.

Above: On June 4, the Hooked on 
Palmer Lake Fireworks Fundraiser 
included a fishing derby, snow 
cones, local music, merchants, a 
pie-eating contest (won by Mario 
Liguez and Emily Mulberry), and 
art displays. Organizers included, 
from left, Cindy Graff, Chris Garcia, 
Jennifer Coopman, Racquel Garcia, 
Zach Goss, Shelly Wheeler, Eric 
Burt, and Denise Goss. Garcia said, 
“Everyone who came had so much 
fun. We wanted Hooked on Palmer 
Lake to be small-town American 
event, and that is exactly what we got. 

The weather was perfect, the music 
rocked, the hula hoops whirled, and 
the food from Sara’s Sausage was 
so good! Our hope is that this will be 
a yearly event that can help support 
the fireworks going forward.” On June 
9, the Palmer Lake Town Council 
awarded the permit for the July 4 
fireworks at Palmer Lake. For more 
information or to make a donation, 
write to palmerlakefireworks@gmail.
com or see Facebook/Palmer Lake 
Fireworks. Photo courtesy of Racquel 
Garcia.

Above: On June 7, current and past 
Thrift Store volunteers and Silver 
Alliance board members watch 
as store volunteer Susie Staubs 
prepares to officially open the new 
Silver Alliance Thrift Store. The new 
store, at 755 Highway 105, Suite N, 
Palmer Lake, offers more space and 
improved lighting. Re/Max Properties 
in Monument supported the event 

with food and refreshments. Melissa 
Bagnall, Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance 
board president, thanked the Thrift 
Store volunteers for their many hours 
of donated services. Earnings from 
the Thrift Store support Silver Alliance 
senior citizens’ programs, which 
includes the operation of the Tri-Lakes 
Senior Center. Photo by Allen Alchian.

Left: From left, Michele Sandro, 
Isla McDaniel, and Danielle Haskin 
did a little shopping at the Tri-
Lakes Alliance Thrift Store grand 
reopening. Proceeds benefit 
Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance, an all-
volunteer, nonprofit organization 
supporting local seniors. Photo by 
Caryn Collette.

Above: On June 2, the Western 
Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) 
held its annual Picnic-N-Planes event 
in conjunction with 2016 graduation 
festivities at the Air Force Academy. 
For a donation per car, visitors 
could sit atop the museum’s hill for 
one of the best vantage points of 
the Thunderbirds’ aerial show that 
concludes the graduation. In this photo, 
visitors had a 360-degree vantage 
point to the Thunderbirds’ aerial 

show. The Thunderbirds can be seen 
making their way toward the visitors 
atop the museum’s hill. After the 
show, visitors received a discounted 
museum admission and thus had the 
opportunity to do a little gold panning 
and watch steam engines operate. 
Information on upcoming events at 
the museum, including the July expo, 
is at www.wmmi.org. Photo by David 
Futey. David Futey can be reached at 
davidfutey@ocn.me.

Picnic-N-Planes at the WMMI

Snapshots of Our Community
Hooked on Palmer Lake Fundraiser

Silver Alliance opens new thrift store Black Forest Fire Remembrance
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Above: On June 24, The Accidentals—
Katie Larson, Michael Dause, and 
Savannah Buist—performed to an 
enthusiastic audience at the Tri-
Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA). 
The recent high school graduates 
from Traverse City, Mich., brought an 
originality and genre mixing not often 
heard. Acclaimed as one of Billboard’s 
Breakout Bands in 2015, the trio has 
performed more than 230 shows in 
the past year including some of the 
nation’s largest festivals, opened for 
the likes of Joan Baez, Arlo Guthrie, 

and Ladysmith Black Mambazo, 
scored original pieces for a 72-piece 
orchestra, and recorded two albums. 
They play a combined 13 instruments. 
It is quite a beginning for this highly 
talented indie folk band.Information 
on The Accidentals is at www.
moreaccidentals.com. Information 
on upcoming events at the TLCA, 
including tickets for the September 
performance by Judy Collins, is at 
www.trilakesarts.org. Photo by David 
Futey. David Futey can be reached at 
davidfutey@ocn.me.

Above: The Tri-Lakes area has been 
attempting for decades to provide 
senior living options to its residents. 
With great excitement, on June 
23, Bethesda Gardens Monument 
broke ground for the Senior Living 
Community it plans to open in fall 2017 
at 55 Beacon Lite Road, Monument. 
Bethesda Ministries is a faith-based 
nonprofit with its national headquarters 
in Colorado Springs. During the 
ceremony, Bethesda President Larry 
Smith asked for God’s blessings on 
the planners, workers, and residents 
of this facility, and Bethesda CEO 

Dana Rasic said they would start 
accepting reservations for assisted 
living and memory care apartments 
next spring. Monument Mayor Jeff 
Kaiser said it will employ about 50 
full- and part-time professionals and 
caregivers, making this one of the 
larger employers in the community. 
From left are Rasic, Project Manager 
Bryan Beamer, Tri-Lakes Chamber 
of Commerce Executive Director 
Terri Hayes, Bethesda Vice President 
Matt Laud, Smith, and Kaiser. For 
information, contact moninfo@ba.org. 
Photo by Lisa Hatfield.

Above: The next best thing to going to 
the drive-in is Monument Movie Night, 
occurring six times this summer. This 
event is held at the Jackson Creek 
Clock Tower between Walmart and 
Home Depot. June 23 was the kickoff 
with a showing of Jurassic Park. 
The weather was perfect despite the 

earlier rain. Bring the family along with 
chairs or comfy things to lay on the 
grass. Please leave the pets at home. 
Activities start at 7 p.m. and the movie 
starts at dark. The next movie night is 
Thursday, July 14 with a showing of 
The Goonies. Photo by Mark Barrett.

Above: At the sold-out Pickin’ on the Divide bluegrass family music festival at the 
Church at Woodmoor on June 25, The Flying W Wranglers, shown here, joined 
other bands including Grass It Up, Wirewood Station, Bettman and Halpin, and 
Out of Nowhere for a stormy summer Colorado afternoon of relaxation, art, and 
food, a classic car show, a fiddling competition, and the HawkQuest Hawks. 
Photo by Gordon Reichal.

On June 11, UpaDowna, an 
organization with a mission to provide 
access to outdoor adventures for 
all, along with Pikes Peak Outfitters, 
sponsored a fun and free SUP 
(stand-up paddleboard) social at 
Palmer Lake. Above: Local artist and 
gardener Janet Sellers learns how to 
paddleboard with her dog Bianca. The 
program is designed to encourage 
folks to try the sport of stand-up 
paddleboarding and to provide 
information about where to rent or 
buy equipment. UpaDowna provided 

life jackets, paddles, and boards for 
singles as well as multiperson boards. 
Pikes Peak Outfitters also provided 
gear for the event. Locals lined up to 
enjoy paddleboarding while standing, 
kneeling, and sitting as well as 
maneuvering kayaks for a pleasant 
afternoon on the lake. For information 
about upcoming events, see http://
www.upadowna.org; for information 
on where to rent gear see http://www.
pikespeakoutfitter.com. Photo by 
Jackie Burhans.

Above: On June 23, about 85 Tri-
Lakes residents gathered to watch 
the documentary The Great Divide 
by Jim Havey. The feature-length 
film shows the influence of water 
from the rivers of the Colorado 
mountains on this state and beyond. 
The goal of the film is to raise public 
understanding and appreciation 
of Colorado’s water heritage while 
inspiring personal responsibility and 
informed discussion. The showing 

was sponsored by the Town of Palmer 
Lake, Town of Monument, Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation District, Triview 
Metropolitan District, and Donala 
Water and Sanitation District. District 
managers pictured above are, from 
left: Kip Petersen of Donala Water and 
Sanitation District, Valerie Remington 
of Triview Metropolitan District, and 
Jessie Shaffer of Woodmoor Water 
and Sanitation District. Photo by 
Jackie Burhans.

Stand up and paddle Senior facility groundbreaking

Pickin’ on the Divide
Monument Free Movie Night

Great Divide film presentation

The Accidentals at TLCA
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By Judy Barnes, Events Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or times 
are often changed after publication.  Please double-check the 
time and place of any event you wish to attend by calling the 
information number for that event.

Senior lunch now Mon. through Fri.,  
new location

Senior lunches are now served Mondays-Fridays, 12-12:30 p.m., 
at Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Highway 105, 
Palmer Lake. Lunches are now provided by Silver Key Senior 
Services Golden Circle Nutrition Program. A voluntary dona-
tion of $2.25 is requested. Stay for bingo the second Thu. each 
month. Reservations are requested; call 884-2304.

Black Forest Slash Mulch site now open
The Black Forest Slash-Mulch Program is a wildfire mitigation 
and recycling program. Slash drop-off ends Sept. 11; mulch 
pickup ends Sept. 24. For the schedule and other details, visit 
www.bfslash.org or call Carolyn, 495-3127; Chuck, 495-8675; 
or Jeff, 495-8024.

Tri-Lakes Y fall sports, register now
Registration is now open for soccer, ages 3-14; flag football, 
rades 1-6; volleyball, grades 1-8. Register until Aug. 9, practices 
begin the week of Aug. 29, and games are Sept. 10–Oct. 15. 
Financial assistance is available. See the ad on page 6 for a free 
one-day pass during July. Register at www.ppymca.org or at the 
Y, 17250 Jackson Creek Parkway, Monument.

Monument Hill Kiwanis annual peach sale, 
order by July 30 

Fresh Colorado Palisades freestone large peaches, handpicked 
and specially delivered in two days, are just $35 per 18-lb. box. 
Get your prepaid order in by July 30. Pick up your peaches Aug. 
6, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Lewis-Palmer High School, 1300 Higby 
Rd., Monument. All net proceeds go back to the community 
through projects supported by the Monument Hill Kiwanis Club. 
See the ad on page 14 for $1 refund. Order online at www.monu-
menthillkiwanis.org or phone Mark Zeiger, 488-5934, or Larry 
Young, 418-6623.

National Night Out Aug. 2, register your 
neighborhood event by July 8

National Night Out (NNO) is an annual event promoting crime 
prevention and drug prevention in communities across the coun-
try. The event’s theme is “Give neighborhood crime and drugs a 
going away party.” The concept is to turn on porch lights and join 
neighbors outside to make a show of solidarity and strength, and 
send the message to criminals that we won’t tolerate crime in our 
neighborhoods. It’s also a great way to welcome new residents 
to the area and help them get to know their new neighbors. In 
addition to the symbolic act of turning on porch lights, residents 
can hold a block party, barbecue, neighborhood walk, or other 
activity to show their participation.

The Sheriff’s Office encourages all residents of unincorpo-
rated El Paso County to plan an event and let the office know 
about it. Sheriff’s Office employees will travel around the county 
Aug. 2 to attend the neighborhood celebrations.Tips on planning 
your NNO event and the registration form can be found at www.
natw.org. Registration forms must be returned by July 8. For 
more information, contact Merody Broom, Crime Prevention 
Coordinator, 520-7151, MerodyBroom@elpasoco.com, or visit 
www.natw.org.

Trail through Air Force Academy reopens
The nearly seven-mile stretch of the New Santa Fe Regional Trail 
running through the U. S. Air Force Academy is once again open 
to the public. The trail is an important connecting link for hikers 
and bikers, providing access to other segments of the statewide 
trail system. Local joggers, hikers, and visitors were barred from 
using the popular trail in May 2015 while the Academy dealt 
with Department of Defense security requirements and County 
workers repaired storm water damage. 

Chipper operators needed
Black Forest Together is preparing for the next six months of 
recovery projects and needs to train more chipper operators. The 
training is free. If you are interested in helping, email Volunteer 
Coordinator Donna Arkowski, darkkorch@msn.com; or call Co-
Founder Ed Bracken, 495-9396 or 331-4966.

St. Peter Catholic School now enrolling for 
the 2016-2017 school year

The school offers full and half-day preschool, Core Knowledge 
Curriculum with small class sizes, Christ-centered education, 
athletics, and more for preschool-eighth grade. Call or visit: 124 
First St., Monument; 481-1855; www.petertherock.org.

Help the Black Forest Animal Sanctuary 
(BFAS) rescue animals

Southern Colorado Animal Rescue needs volunteers and dona-
tions to continue its work at the sanctuary in Black Forest. BFAS 
is an animal rescue and rehab farm that has been helping animals 
since 1994. The all-volunteer organization has rescued thousands 
of horses, farm animals, dogs, cats, and various small wild ani-
mals and birds. BFAS provides rescue operations, adoption pro-
grams, foster and sponsorship programs, student/horse education 
program, service dogs to veterans, and local and national rescue 
efforts. They also work with local schools and scouts. Donations 
are needed for animal feed and veterinary care, hay, sand for 
the training arena, a horse stall barn, and office supplies. Volun-
teers are needed for day-to-day operations. To find out how you 
can help, call 494-0158, email BFASFarm@gmail.com, or visit 
www.bfasfarm.org.

Hometown heroes
Would you like to honor a member of your family who served 
honorably in our United States military? Join American Legion 
Post 9-11 in honoring your family hero by having an 18-by-36-

Above: For 10 years, Integrity 
Bank and Trust has sponsored 
the Monument Hill Kiwanis Club’s 
Fourth of July Parade in Monument 
with a donation to cover many of 
the costs of operating the parade. 
This donation also reduces the entry 
fee charged to organizations that 
march in the parade. This lower fee 
then encourages greater community 
participation in the parade. At a recent 

Monument Hill Kiwanis Club breakfast, 
Brett Wyss, senior loan officer at 
Integrity Bank and Trust and member 
of the bank’s executive committee, 
presented a check for $5,000 to the 
club for the 2016 Fourth of July Parade. 
Pictured are Brett Wyss, left, and 
Harry Brandon, club immediate past 
president, presenting and accepting 
the $5,000 check. Photo courtesy of 
Monument Hill Kiwanis Club.

Our Community Notices

Help Wanted 
 

Part-time Worship Leader 
 

Tri-Lakes UMC, Monument seeks a worship 
leader for our 9:30 am Sunday contemporary 

service. This position requires proficiency in 
lead vocals plus guitar or keyboard. Send 

resume and cover letter to sprc@tlumc.org. 

Help Wanted 
Kitchen Staff and Servers 

Food Service Experience Required 
I-Fish Sushi Restaurant in Monument 
Near Safeway. www.ifishsushi.com 
Call Wen Zhu at (719) 304-9706 

Integrity Bank donates to 4th ParadeLegacy Sertoma honors Al Brown

Above: Club President Eddie Kinney, 
right, presents Legacy Sertoma’s 
Service to Mankind Award to 
Alexander (Al) Brown in recognition 
of his outstanding contributions to 
the community. The Sertoma Service 
to Mankind Award is presented to 
recognize a non-Sertoman who, 
through volunteerism, has made a 
difference in his or her community. 
Brown of Monument was named the 

2016 award recipient in recognition of 
his more than 20 years of volunteer 
work with the local Sheriff’s Office as 
well as working with a large number 
of other service organizations such 
as Habitat for Humanity, Ronald 
McDonald House, Rocky Mountain 
Innovation Partners, local schools, 
and more. Photo courtesy of Legacy 
Sertoma.
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inch banner fl own in the Tri-Lakes area fea-
turing his/her photo in uniform with area and 
dates served on active duty. The banner will be 
attached to town posts by Palmer Lake Legion-
naires and fl own from Memorial Day through 
Veterans Day. The cost to each family is $125. 
To order or for more information, call Post 
Headquarters at the Depot Restaurant, 481-
8668.

Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance (for-
merly HAP) Thrift Store needs 

volunteers
Volunteers are needed to work a three-hour 
shift once a week in the store, to move items 
from storage into the store, or to pick up and 
transport donated items. To volunteer, call 488-
3495. 

Tri-Lakes EDC and Tri-Lakes 
Chamber announce strategic 

partnership
The Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce and the 
EDC have worked together for several years to 
promote Tri-Lakes’ business and economic de-
velopment. Their agreement to form a strategic 
partnership will improve their ability to support 
Tri-Lakes businesses, recruit new businesses, 
and retain existing businesses. Through this 
initiative, the Chamber and the EDC will be 
better equipped to focus on their missions to in-
crease economic development in the Tri-Lakes 
area, including job attraction, job growth, local 
industry and business retention, capital invest-
ment, and community development for the Tri-
Lakes area.

El Paso County expands 
services to veterans

Three El Paso County agencies providing ser-
vices to veterans are making it easier to receive 
assistance by opening satellite offi ces at the Mt. 
Carmel Center of Excellence, 530 Communica-
tions Circle, in Colorado Springs. The Veterans 
Service offi ce at Mt. Carmel is open Mon.-Fri., 
8 a.m.-4 p.m., and closes noon-1 p.m. for lunch. 
Call 667-3816 for an appointment. 

The Pikes Peak Workforce Center 
(PPWFC) has also opened an offi ce to 
serve veterans and transitioning military 
personnel at the Mt. Carmel location. The 
PPWFC Mt. Carmel offi ce is open Tues-
days, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. (closed for lunch 
noon-1 p.m.), and is staffed with two 
workforce center employees who special-
ize in helping veterans with their employ-
ment needs. Call 667-3729 for an appoint-
ment. The county Department of Human 
Services also has an offi ce open 8 a.m.-5 
p.m. Monday through Friday at the Mt. 
Carmel Center of Excellence. For more in-
formation, contact Dave Rose, 520-6540, 
DaveRose@elpasoco.com.

Property tax exemption for 
qualifying seniors and disabled 

veterans 
El Paso County Assessor Steve Schleiker re-
minds residents that the Colorado Constitution 
establishes a property tax exemption for senior 
citizens and disabled veterans. For those who 
qualify, 50 percent of the fi rst $200,000 in ac-
tual value of the primary residence is exempted 
from property tax. The State of Colorado pays 
the property taxes on the exempted value. The 
application deadline for disabled vets is July 
1, and for seniors July 15. For an application 
or a brochure that explains the exemptions or 
for questions regarding the exemptions, please 
call the assessor’s offi ce at 520-6600, email 
ASRWEB@elpasoco.com, or visit www.elpa-
soco.com and click on “News Releases.”

Become a CASA volunteer
Become a CASA (Court Appointed Special Ad-
vocate). CASA offers a volunteer opportunity 
like no other. As appointed representatives of 
the court, CASA volunteers are empowered to 
make a lifelong difference in the lives of abused 
and neglected children. Learn more at http://
www.casappr.org/volunteer-colorado-springs/ 
or contact Kelly at 447-9898, ext. 1033, or kel-
lyp@casappr.org. 

Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance needs 
volunteers

The Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance is a nonprofi t, 
all-volunteer organization that serves and sup-
ports seniors in our community. The Alliance 
currently needs volunteers, three hours a week; 
and active board members, eight to 10 hours a 
month. For more information, call board Presi-
dent Dave Betzler, at 205-7651.

Attention Tri-Lakes residents 
with medical conditions

If you have a medical condition or a physical 
disability, please contact Jennifer at Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Protection District, 484-0911, 
to register for emergency assistance if evacua-
tion is required.

Free transportation and safety 
handyman services for seniors

Mountain Community Senior Services offers 
free transportation and safety services to Tri-
Lakes seniors. If you need a ride to a medical 
appointment, grocery shopping, or the local se-
nior lunches, a volunteer driver will be happy to 
help you. Call 488-0076 to leave a message for 
the dispatcher. If you are in need of grab bars in 
the bathroom, a ramp to your door, or repair of 
stairs or railings, please call Cindy Rush, 488-
0076, and leave a message. For more informa-
tion, visit TriLakes-mcts-sshs.org.

Volunteer drivers needed for 
seniors’ transportation service

Mountain Community Transportation for Se-
niors is a nonprofi t, grant-funded organization 
that provides free transportation to Tri-Lakes 
seniors 60 years old and over. The program 
needs additional volunteer drivers. For infor-
mation, email MCSS at mcseniorservices@
gmail.com or call the MCSS dispatch hotline 
at 488-0076.

Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior 
Center programs

The Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance Senior Citizens 
Center is next to the Lewis-Palmer High School 
Stadium (across from the YMCA) and is open 
1-4 p.m., Tue.-Fri., and earlier for scheduled 
activities. The facility has a lounge, craft room, 
game room, and multipurpose room. Programs 
include bridge, pinochle, National Mah-jongg, 
line dancing, tea time, bingo, and more. Ping-
pong, Wii video games, puzzles and board 
games, refreshments, a lending library, com-
puters with Internet connections, and an infor-
mation table are also available. For informa-
tion about programs for seniors, visit www.
TriLakesSeniors.org. 

Senior Beat newsletter—sub-
scribe for free

Each monthly Senior Beat newsletter is full of 
information for local seniors, including the dai-
ly menu of the senior lunches offered Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays in Monument. It 
also contains the schedule of the classes and 
events for the month at the Senior Citizens Cen-
ter. To subscribe, send an email with your name 
and mailing address to SeniorBeat@TriLakes-
Seniors.org. Senior Beat can also be viewed 
online at www.TriLakesHAP.org.

Senior Safety Program
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District 
offers a free senior safety program to all Tri-
Lakes seniors. The program includes smoke 
detector evaluations, home safety assessments, 
vial of life, and fi re prevention. For information 
call 484-0911 or visit www.tri-lakesfi re.com. 

Free gun-lock kit
The Monument Police Department is offer-
ing free fi rearm safety kits to local residents 
through a partnership with Project ChildSafe, 
the nationwide fi rearms safety education pro-
gram. Each kit contains gun safety information 
and a cable-style gunlock that fi ts most types of 
handguns, rifl es, and shotguns. The Police De-
partment administrative offi ces at 645 Beacon 
Lite Rd. are open Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Drop by during those times to pick up a free 
gun-lock kit. For information, call 481-3253.
■

Why advertise in OCN?
• OCN is mailed FREE to every resident and business in the Tri-OCN is mailed FREE to every resident and business in the Tri-OCN

Lakes area. We mail more than 16,500 copies every month and put 
another 700 copies in stacks throughout the area. OCN has the largest 
mailed circulation and the third-largest circulation among local news-
papers in El Paso County after The Gazette and The Colorado Springs 
Independent. We put copies of OCN into the hands of those people OCN into the hands of those people OCN
most likely to buy your products or services: local residents and busi-
nesses. 

• OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area newsOCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area newsOCN . Since 2001, 
OCN has been presenting unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes OCN has been presenting unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes OCN
area governmental entities and their deliberations and actions. Cred-
ibility is key during tough times. Advertising in a credible medium 
typically rubs off on the advertisers in that media.

• OCN gives preference to Tri-Lakes area businessesOCN gives preference to Tri-Lakes area businessesOCN . As part of 
OCN’s long-standing commitment to encouraging the economic health 
of the Tri-Lakes area, we offer a signifi cantly discounted per-square-
inch ad rate to local businesses as a way to help local businesses like 
yours succeed. 

• OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication schedule help stretch 
your ad budget. OCN has one of the lowest ad costs per printed copy OCN has one of the lowest ad costs per printed copy OCN
of any local publication. Since OCN is a monthly publication, your ad OCN is a monthly publication, your ad OCN
is out there for a month—more than four times longer than other local 
papers. Many of our advertisers tell us they’re still getting calls in the 
third and fourth week of the month.

• OCN doesn’t use contracts. You aren’t tied down. Adjust your adver-
tising month-to-month to meet your changing needs. Our advertisers 
advertise with us because they see benefi t in it, not because they’re 
bound by a contract they signed months before. To reward frequent 
advertisers, OCN has a Frequent Advertiser Bonus (FAB) rewards pro-OCN has a Frequent Advertiser Bonus (FAB) rewards pro-OCN
gram. You earn up to 10% of your ad cost as a reward you can use to 
reduce the cost of future OCN advertising. The more you advertise OCN advertising. The more you advertise OCN
with OCN, the more you save. Thanks to our FAB program, OCN, the more you save. Thanks to our FAB program, OCN OCN ad-OCN ad-OCN
vertisers have saved more than $44,800! 

• You are supporting a good thing. Your advertising dollars support a 
unique all-volunteer, Tri-Lakes-focused effort to present factual, com-
prehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area residents.

And the best reason of all: It works!
Melissa Riesling, LPC - “Advertising with the OCN has been terrifi c! I OCN has been terrifi c! I OCN

have so many people tell me ‘I saw your ad!’ The OCN is a very af-OCN is a very af-OCN
fordable way to promote your business in the community.”

Kerri Bohler, The Villa and B&E Filling Station Restaurant - “Thanks Kerri Bohler, The Villa and B&E Filling Station Restaurant - “Thanks Kerri Bohler, The Villa and B&E Filling Station Restaurant
for all you have done for us. Our ad with OCN was the best thing we OCN was the best thing we OCN
ever did for advertising. It outshines all the rest.”

Gehu and Jenny Gonzalez, Wash ‘n’ Roll - “...We are thrilled to be Gehu and Jenny Gonzalez, Wash ‘n’ Roll - “...We are thrilled to be Gehu and Jenny Gonzalez, Wash ‘n’ Roll
entering the new window cleaning season, and it has been a great 
experience to advertise with you! We feel happy to support OCN for OCN for OCN
how it enriches our community!”

Valorie Havercamp, Purple Mountain Jewelry - ”I want you to know 
that you are truly appreciated...as is all of the great OCN staff! OCN staff! OCN
Thanks to all for what you do for the community!”

Mary Sue Hafey, Fringe Benefi ts Custom Interiors - “Since I starting 
advertising with OCN years ago, it has helped brand my company 
while consistently increasing my exposure and sales!”

Paula Brady, Spa Medica - “OCN ads work!”OCN ads work!”OCN
Cathy Thompson, Johan Hair Studio - “OCN is my paper of choice for OCN is my paper of choice for OCN

advertising. The ads John has helped me design have provided a con-
stant stream of new clients. My ads have paid for themselves many 
times over! Thanks John!”

Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons - “Ads in OCN work great for me. I tried 
other local papers and got no response. Thanks to my ads in OCN, I OCN, I OCN
can work from home and make a decent living. All my work comes 
from my ads in OCN.”OCN.”OCN

Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school – “This is the best ad-Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school – “This is the best ad-Donna Mallon, Donna’s Dolphins swim school
vertising money I’ve spent! OCN is the best paper in town and read-OCN is the best paper in town and read-OCN
ers look forward to every issue. I have seen a big response to my ad 
in this paper. I do not need to advertise anywhere else as my other 
advertising is word of mouth! Thank you OCN for your hard work to 
make this paper stand out from the rest in our community!”

For more information on advertising, go to www.ocn.me/
advertise.htm or contact John Heiser at (719) 488-3455 

or ads@ocn.me.
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By Judy Barnes, Community Calendar Editor
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or times 
are often changed after publication. Please double-check the 
time and place of any event you wish to attend by calling the info 
number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N TA L   B O D I E S
● Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, Wed., 

Jul. 6, 10 a.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-2732.

● Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, Wed., 
Jul. 6, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953, www.townof-
palmerlake.com.

● Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., Jul. 
6, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite Rd., 
Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017.

● Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Board Meet-
ing, Thu., Jul. 6, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr., Monument. 
Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525.

● Town of Monument Public Forum: Land Use Ordi-
nance Workshop, Thu., Jul. 7, 6 p.m., 645 Beacon Lite 
Rd., Monument. See the town’s website for details. Info: 
884-8017, www.townofmonument.org.

● Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Jul. 7, 6:30 
p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 
2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953, www.townof-
palmerlake.com.

● Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 
Meeting, Tue., Jul. 12, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 481-4053. 

● Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue., 
Jul. 12, 5 p.m., 15275 Struthers Rd. Meets 2nd Tue. each 
month. Info: 488-6868. 

● Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Jul. 18, 
6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board Room, 645 Beacon Lite Rd., 
Monument. Meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-
8017.

● El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue., 
Jul. 19, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off Union Blvd 
& Printers Pkwy). Meets 1st & 3rd Tue. (if required) each 
month. Info: 520-6300, http://adm2.elpasoco.com/plan-
ning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp. 

● Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting, Tue., 
Jul. 19, 7 p.m., Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: 488-8680.

● Academy Water and Sanitation District Board Meet-
ing, Wed., Jul. 20, 6 p.m., Wescott Fire Station 1, 15415 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-0711.

● Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., Jul. 
20, 6 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953, www.townof-
palmerlake.com.

● Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu., 
Jul. 21, 10 a.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. 
Info: 481-4886.

● Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Jul. 21, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado 
Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each month except Nov. and Dec. 
Info: 488-3603.

● Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jul. 27, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall Board 
Room, 645 Beacon Lite Rd., Monument. Meets 4th Wed. 
each month. Info: Jennifer Martin, 484-0911, www.tlmfire.
org.

● Woodmoor Improvement Association Board Meeting, 
Wed., Jul. 27, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor 
Dr. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-2693, www.
woodmoor.org.

● Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, Thu., 
Jul. 28, 5:30 p.m., Monument Sanitation District board-
room, 130 Second St. Meets 4th Thu. each month, 6 p.m. 
Info: 488-2110, www.fvawd.com.

● Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Jul. 28, 6:30 
p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 
2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953, www.townof-
palmerlake.com.

LO C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
All branches are closed July 4  for Independence Day

Note special summer programs for children
● The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 

p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587, www.ppld.org.

● The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu., 9 
a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m. 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: Book Break, every Mon., Wed., & 
Fri., 10:30-10:45 a.m. A short read-aloud session for pre-
schoolers. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Mon. & Wed., 
4-5 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws to Read 
dog. No registration required. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: Summer Morning Fun, every Tue., 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Special children’s programs. Monument 

Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

● Palmer Lake Library: Summer Morning Fun, every 
Wed., 10:30-11:30 a.m. Special children’s programs. Palm-
er Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587, www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 9:30 
a.m. & 10:15 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for one- and two-
year-olds. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: Stories & Stuff, every Thu., 2:30-
3:30 p.m. For school-age kids, a special library adventure 
with lively stories and hands-on activities. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

● Monument Library: Superfight and Tabletop Games, 
Wed., Jul. 6, 3-5 p.m. Grades 6-12, come play Superfight 
or more classic board games. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

● Monument Library: Monument Teen Creative Writ-
ing Group, Wed., Jul. 6, 6-7:30 p.m. A writing group for 
grades 6-12. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: Teen Advisory Board, Fri., Jul. 
8, 4-5 p.m. Snacks and conversation. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.
ppld.org.

● Monument Library: Family Program–LEGO Club, 
Sat., Jul. 9, 10-11:30 a.m. Duplos for the littles ones, Legos 
for the rest. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

● Palmer Lake Library Family Program: Living with 
Wildlife, Sat., Jul. 9, 10:30-11:30 a.m. Wildlife Offi-
cer Steve Cooley will talk about Colorado wildlife, how 
to bear-proof our homes, and what to do if we encounter 
bears or lions. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Gl-
enway. Info: 481-2587, www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: 7-up Wilderness Readiness for 
Kids, Thu., Jul. 11, 2:30-3:30. For ages 7 and older. Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org.

● Monument Library: 7-up Minute to Win, Mon., Jul. 
18, 2:30-3:30 p.m. For ages 7 and older; challenges sure to 
make kids laugh. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

● Monument Library Teen Program: Healthy Microwave 
Mug Meals, Wed., Jul. 20, 3-5 p.m. Easy meals you can 
make in no time! Registration required. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library Teens: Amazing Race at the Li-
brary, Wed., Jul. 27, 3:30-5 p.m. Grades 6-12, come play 
a library-friendly form of The Amazing Race! Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

● Monument & Palmer Lake Libraries: End of Summer 
Party, Fri., Jul. 29, 10 a.m.-noon, Palmer Lake Village 
Green (next to Palmer Lake Library). This huge, free an-
nual event features animals galore (miniature horses, gi-
ant lizards, and more), face-painting, camel rides, crafts, 
a huge inflatable obstacle course, a toddler play area, re-
freshments, and much more. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.
org.

● Monument Library: Teen After Hours Movie, Fri., Jul. 
29, 6-9 p.m. For grades 6-12, movie TBD. Registration re-
quired. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. RSVP & Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

● Monument Library: Monument Teen Creative Writ-
ing Group, Wed., Aug. 3, 6-7:30 p.m. A writing group for 
grades 6-12. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

● Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web and PPLD 
Teens: Kids Web at www.ppld.org features resources for 
school reports and homework, Tumblebooks––free online 
read-along books, and a Fun & Games link. A “grown-
ups” link has information about local school districts, 
home-schooling, and more.

Adult programs
● Monument Library: Socrates Café, every Tue., 1-3 p.m. 

This group focuses on a deeper look into philosophy, re-
ligions, spirituality, and the common threads among hu-
manity. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org.

● Monument Library: Senior Chats, every Wed., 10 a.m.-
noon. All seniors are welcome to share conversation and a 
cup of coffee in this casual discussion group. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: La Leche League Meeting, Fri., 
Jul. 8, 10 a.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Mothers, babies, and mothers-to-be are all 
invited. Meets 2nd Fri. each month. Info: Kelley, 440-2477, 
kdghorashi@gmail.com.

● Monument Library: Palmer Divide Quiltmakers 
Stitching Bee, Wed., Jul. 11, 12:30-2:30 p.m. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

● Monument Library: Unintentional Falls and Death: 
Are You at Risk? Wed., Jul. 13, 5-5:45 p.m. Find out about 
the balance system, fall facts and statistics, and what you 
can do to prevent falls. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: Monumental Readers Book Club, 
Fri., Jul. 15, 10 a.m.-noon. All are welcome to this spir-
ited group. Meets 3rd Fri. each month. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.
ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: Alzheimer’s Association Free 
Class, Fri., Jul. 15, 1-2:30 p.m. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: Life Circles, Mon., Jul. 18, 9:30-11 
a.m. Get inspiration and structure for writing your memo-
ries or history. Meets 1st & 3rd Mon. each month. Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370, www.ppld.org.

● Monument Library: Palmer Divide Quiltmakers 
Stitching Bee, Wed., Jul. 20, 12:30-2:30 p.m. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

● Monument Library: History Buffs Book Discussion 
Group, Wed., Jul. 27, 1-3 p.m. Enjoy a trip through his-
tory with other history lovers. Meets 4th Wed. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370, www.ppld.org. 

● Monument Library: Bonfils Blood Center Community 
Blood Drive, Sat., Jul. 23, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

● Monument Library: Fire Mitigation Workshop, Sat., 
Jul. 30, 10 a.m.-noon. All ages welcome. Local firefighters 
will teach how to be safe during fire season. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org.

● Monument Library: Coloring for Everyone, Fri., Aug. 
5, 3-5:45 p.m. Drop in once a month for coloring and light 
conversation. Research shows that coloring is good for 
your health and a great way for all ages to enjoy time to-
gether. Pages and coloring utensils provided. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370, 
www.ppld.org. 

● The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts 24/7. 
See live simulcasts of programs, recorded presentations, a 
schedule of Library events, children’s story times, an adult 
literacy program, El Paso County Commissioners meet-
ings, and much more. Find the schedule online at ppld.org, 
then click on the link “Happenings @ Your Library,” then 
click on the “Comcast 17” link to search the schedule. 

W E E K LY  A N D  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
● Monument Hill Farmers Market, every Sat., 8 a.m.-2 

p.m., Grace Best, 66 Jefferson St., Monument. Park in the 
D-38 administration building parking lot or the Catholic 
Church parking lot. Playground for the kids. Many new 
vendors plus all your old favorites! Info: 592-9420.

● Monument Hill Kiwanis Club Breakfast Meeting, ev-
ery Sat., 8 a.m., new meeting place, D-38 Administration 
Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Guests are wel-
come to the weekly meetings that feature speakers on a 
variety of topics and a free hearty buffet breakfast. Join 
the 140+ men and women of the Tri-Lakes area who work 
together on a wide variety of projects to support our com-
munity. Info: Bob Hayes, 481-9693

● Monument Community Yoga, every Sat., 9 a.m., Wood-
moor Community Center, 1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monu-
ment. All levels. Cost: cash donation. Info: BePresentYo-
gaLLC@gmail.com.

● Bingo by the American Legion, every Sat., game sales 
start at 6 p.m., games start at 7 p.m., the Depot Restau-
rant, in Palmer Lake. Proceeds go to scholarships and other 

Our Community Calendar



Page 30 Vol. 16 No. 7Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at WWW.OCN.ME

community support activities. Info: 481-8668, www.amer-
icanlegiontrilakespost911.com/bingo.htm.

● Watercolor Painting Demo, with art class afterward, ev-
ery Sat.-Sun., 3-5 p.m. For watercolor art for fun and good 
health, join Janet Sellers and get free local scene coloring 
pages while she demos at local cultural, coffee, and food 
spots. RSVP & Info: janetsellers10@gmail.com, 357-7454.

● Tri-Lakes United Methodist Church Summer Worship 
Hours, every Sun., 8 and 10 a.m., 20256 Hunting Downs 
Way, Monument. Fall hours will begin Sep. 11. Info: 488-
1365, www.tlumc.org.

● Tri-Lakes Reformed Church Sunday Worship, every 
Sun., 9:45 a.m., Woodmoor Community Center, 1691 
Woodmoor Dr., Monument. Info: www.trilakesreformed.
org.

● Cathedral Rock Church Sunday Service, every Sun., 
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes YMCA, 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, 
Monument. Info: www.cathedralrockchurch.org.

● Tai-Chi Class, every Mon., 9-10:30 a.m., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Cost: $5. Drop-ins wel-
come. Info: 481-2953 (then press 0) or www.townofpalm-
erlake.com.

● Vinyasa Yoga Class with Olivia Pennington, every Mon., 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Cres-
cent. All levels. Cost: $7. Info: 481-2953 (then press 0) or 
www.townofpalmerlake.com.

● Tai Chi for Health and Wellness Classes, every Mon., 
noon-1 p.m., Dance Art Academy, 13866 Gleneagle Dr. 
Also meets Wed., 6:15-7:15 p.m. Info: 232-1618, sifumo@
whitecranetaichi.net.

● Seniors Monday Movie Matinee, every Mon., 1-4 p.m., 
Tri-Lakes Senior Center located on Lewis-Palmer High 
School campus. Free movies and snacks. See the schedule 
of films in Tri-Lakes HAP Senior Beat, or at www.trilake-
shap.org (click on Senior Beat Newsletter).

● Women’s A.A. Step Study, every Mon., 6 p.m. Family 
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 481-
0431.

● Yin Yoga Classes, every Mon., 6:30-7:45 p.m., Yoga Path-
ways Studio, 755 Hwy 105, West End Center, Suite A (3⁄4 
mile west of Safeway). A slow yoga practice; all levels wel-
come. First class always free. Info: Deb Harano, 338-8467; 
DimensionsYoga@gmail.com.

● Monument Hill Kiwanis Bingo, every Mon., 7:30 pm, 
Carefree Bingo, 3440 N. Carefree Circle, Colo. Springs. 
All proceeds benefit those in need in the Tri-Lakes Com-
munity. Info: mark.zeiger@gmail.com.

● Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Mon.-Fri.,, 12-12:30 
p.m., Mountain Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. This is now the only senior lunch venue 
in the area. See the menu for the month in the Senior Beat 
newsletter. A $2.25 donation is requested. Stay for bingo 
the 2nd Thu. each month. Reservations are requested, 
phone 884-2304.

● Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI), open 
Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m., daily guided tours at 10 a.m. and 
1 p.m. (included in admission). Cost: $8 adults, $7 mili-
tary/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 children 3-12, free to 
children under 3 & museum members. WMMI is located 
at 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: 488-0880, 
info@wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org.

● Tri-Lakes Silver Alliance (formerly HAP) Thrift Store, 
open Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m., new location, 755 Hwy 
105, Suite N, in the West End Center (next to the Vanity 
Box). July specials: All Christmas items are buy one, get 
one free; 20% off all toys and games. Seniors 62+ get a 
20% discount on Wednesdays. All proceeds support Tri-
Lakes Senior Programs. If you have furniture to donate, 
call 488-3495 for a pickup. Info: www.TriLakesSeniors.
org.

● Tri-Lakes YMCA Senior Coffee, every Tue., 9:30-11:30 
a.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. Members 
and non-members are welcome. Seniors, come socialize 
and have coffee and snacks in the front lobby. Sign up to 
bring snacks. Free. Info: 630-2604, hbrandon@ppymca.
org, www.ppymca.org.

● Yarny Birds Stitch Group, every Tue., 10 a.m., 174 N. 
Washington St., Monument. An open group for knitters, 
crocheters, and fiber arts of any type. Info: 377-0403, yarn-
birdfibers@gmail.com.

● Al-anon Meeting: Monument Serenity, every Tue., 7:30-
8:30 p.m., Ascent Church, (formerly the Tri-Lakes Chapel) 
1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. Info: Kay, 481-9258.

● The Villa Palmer Lake, 75 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Happy 
Hour every evening 5-6 p.m., 1/2 price bottles of wine (se-
lect wines, with entrée purchase) every Tue.; open mic on 
Thu. nights, 8-10 p.m., 75 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. RSVP & 
Info: 481-2222, www.theVillaPalmerLake.com.

● Gentle Hatha Yoga Class with Olivia Pennington, every 
Wed., 9:30-11 a.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. All levels. Cost: $7. Info: 481-2953 (then press 0) 
or www.townofpalmerlake.com.

● Palmer Divide Run Club Social Run, every Wed., 6 p.m., 
Palmer Divide Run Co., 84-4 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake (next 
to Speed Trap). All levels are welcome; the routes are usu-
ally 3-4 miles which can be run or walked. Stay and enjoy 
freebies at the Run Store, then head to the Villa for a spe-
cial Run Club Pasta Buffet. Info: PalmerDivideRunClub@
gmail.com, www.facebook.com/PalmerDivideRunClub/

● Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Wednesday Night Fellow-
ship Meal (Free) & Classes, every Wed., 6-7:30 p.m., 

20450 Beacon Lite Road, Monument (Corner of Beacon 
Lite & County Line Roads). Info: 488-9613, gregsmith@
trilakeschurch.org, www.trilakeschurch.org. 

● Tai Chi for Health and Wellness Classes, every Wed., 
6:15-7:15 p.m., Dance Art Academy, 13866 Gleneagle Dr..
Info: 232-1618, sifumo@whitecranetaichi.net.

● Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 a.m., 
Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monu-
ment. Info: Kay, 481-9258. 

● A.A. Big Book Study, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of Christ 
Lutheran Church, 675 W. Baptist Rd. Info: 481-0431.

● The Roost Patio Flea Market, Sat., Jul. 2, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., 
135 Second St., Monument. Meets 1st Sat. each month, 
May-Sept. Info: 481-5688.

● Caregivers Support and Brainstorming Open House, 
Tue., Jul. 5, 2-4 p.m., Lifting Spirits Adult Day Center, 755 
Hwy. 105 Unit C, Palmer Lake. Meets 1st and 3rd Tue. each 
month. Info: Linda, (303) 579-8114. 

● American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Jul. 5, 6:30 
p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St., Palmer 
Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st Tue. each month. 
Info: 481-8668, www.americanlegiontrilakespost911.com.

● Gleneagle Sertoma Luncheon Meeting, Wed., Jul. 6, 
11:45 a.m.-1 p.m., Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambassador Dr., 
(off Voyager Blvd in Colorado Springs). Interesting speak-
ers and programs; all are welcome. Meets 1st & 3rd Wed. 
each month. Info: Garrett Barton, 433-5396; Duane Gritz-
maker, 481-2424; www.gleneaglesertoma.org.

● Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck Lunch 
& Meeting, Thu., Jul. 7, 11:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Fire De-
partment Admin. Bldg., 166 Second St., Monument. Meets 
1st Thu. each month except Jan. and unless D-38 is de-
layed or closed due to bad weather. Newcomers welcome. 
For a ride to the meeting, call Faye Brenneman, 488-0076. 
RSVP & info: Irene Walters, 481-1188, or Bev Wells, 488-
3327. 

● Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Jul. 7, 7 p.m. (6:30 
p.m. for social time), Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow 
Rd. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: pdq504@gmail.com.

● La Leche League Meeting, Fri., Jul. 8, 10 a.m., Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Mothers, 
babies, and mothers-to-be are all invited. Meets 2nd Fri. 
each month. Info: Kelley, 440-2477, kdghorashi@gmail.
com.

● NEPCO Meeting, Sat., Jul. 9, 10 a.m.-noon, New Monu-
ment Town Hall & Police Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd., 
Monument. Lenard Rioth, HOA Attorney, will discuss 
covenant enforcement and legal issues. Ronda Ashley, CB 
Insurance, will speak about HOA board insurance and op-
tions. All are welcome to this meeting of local homeown-
ers associations. Info: 481-2723 or visit www.nepco.org.

● Palmer Lake Art Group, Sat., Jul. 9, 9 a.m., Mountain 
Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105, Palmer 
Lake. A variety of art programs are offered after the social 
gathering and business meeting. Guests welcome. Meets 
2nd Sat. each month. Info: 487-1329, www.palmerlakeart-
group.com.

● El Paso County Hazardous Materials & Recycling Col-
lection Facility, Sat., Jul. 9, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255 Akers Dr., 
Colorado Springs. Open the 2nd Sat. each month as well as 
Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-5 p.m., accepts porcelain fixtures, com-
mon recyclable items, household hazardous waste, various 
electronics, and TVs up to 19-inch diagonal. Accepts docu-
ments from private households for shredding, up to two le-
gal paper-sized boxes. Bring a nonperishable food item for 
Care and Share. Info: 520-7878, http://adm.elpasoco.com/
Environmental_Services/Solid_Waste_Management

● Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group, Sat., Jul. 9, 9:45-
11:30 a.m., The First National Bank of Monument, 581 
Hwy 105. Meets 2nd Sat. each month. Info: Gail, 481-3711.

● Tri-Lakes Land Use Committee Meeting, Mon., Jul. 11, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., 166 2nd St., Monument. Get involved: give 
input on proposed developments in the Tri-Lakes area to 
influence the direction of growth. All are welcome. Info: 
Jerry Hannigan, Hannigan.and.assoc@gmail.com.

● Foot Care Clinic, Wed., Jul. 13, Senior Center located 
across the street from the Tri-Lakes YMCA, on the Lewis-
Palmer High School campus. A registered nurse examines 
your feet and provides foot care advice, toenail trimming. 
Cost: $30 for a 30-min. visit. Meets 2nd Wed. and last Fri. 
each month, by appointment only. Info & appointments: 
call the Visiting Nurse Association, 577-4448.

● Black Forest AARP Potluck Lunch & Meeting, Wed., 
Jul. 13, noon, Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 Black 
Forest Rd. All ages welcome. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. 
Info: Chuck, 749-9227, or aarpchapter1100blackforest.
weebly.com.

● Chess Nuts, Wed., Jul. 13, 5-9 p.m., Tri-Lakes Senior 
Center. Any age, any skill. Learners welcome. Drop in and 
leave when you want. Bring your own board and pieces if 
you have them. Meets 2nd & 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
www.trilakeshap.org/chess.

● Senior Bingo, New Location, Thu., Jul. 14, Mountain 
Community Mennonite Church, 643 Hwy 105, Palmer 
Lake, after the senior lunch. Come for lunch at noon, then 
stay and play. Free! Prizes! Meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

● Bridge, Thu., Jul. 14, 1-4 p.m., Tri-Lakes Senior Center 
located on Lewis-Palmer High School campus. Walk-ins 
are welcome. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Reservation 
suggested: call Judy, 626-399-2733.

● Legacy Sertoma Dinner Meeting, Thu., Jul. 14, 6:30 
p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach 
Way, Monument. New members and visitors welcome. 
Meets 2nd & 4th Thu. each month. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-
2750.

● Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., Jul. 14, 
7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of 
Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2nd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-3364. 

● Little Log Kitchen Free Meal, Sat., Jul. 16, noon, 133 
High St., Palmer Lake. Sponsored by Little Log Church 
every 3rd Sat. Info: 481-2409.

● Amateur Radio W0TLM (Tri-Lakes Monument Radio 
Association), Mon., Jul. 18, 7 p.m. All amateur radio oper-
ators or those interested in becoming amateur radio opera-
tors are welcome. Meets 3rd Mon. For meeting place and 
info contact Joyce Witte, 488-0859, Joycewitte@gmail.
com; or visit www.W0TLM.com. 

● Senior Tea, Tue., Jul. 19, 1-3 p.m., Senior Center at Lewis-
Palmer High School (across from the YMCA). Come early 
to socialize, bring a salad or dessert to share. Meat dishes 
and tea provided. Voluntary donations welcome. Meets 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: Irene C., 484-0517.

● Caregivers Support and Brainstorming Open House, 
Tue., Jul. 19, 2-4 p.m., Lifting Spirits Adult Day Center, 
755 Hwy. 105 Unit C, Palmer Lake. Meets 1st and 3rd Tue. 
each month. Info: Linda, (303) 579-8114. 

● Fibromyalgia Support Group, Tue., Jul. 19, 5 p.m., Po-
lice Station, 7850 Goddard (1 block off Academy on Kelly 
Johnson near Chapel Hills Mall), Community Room just 
inside main entrance. A DVD will play 5-6 p.m.; meeting 
starts at 6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories and talk 
to a D.O. Learn how you can become pain-free. No charge, 
no products sold. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 481-
2230.

● Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Jul. 19, 7 p.m., 
Monument Hill Country Club 18945 Pebble Beach Way, 
Monument. New members welcome. Meets 3rd Tue. each 
month. Info: Post Commander Joe Carlson, jcarlson@
vfw7829.org, 488-1902, www.vfw7829.org.

● Gleneagle Sertoma Luncheon Meeting, Wed., Jul. 20, 
11:45 a.m.-1 p.m., Liberty Heights, 12105 Ambassador Dr., 
(off Voyager Blvd in Colorado Springs). Interesting speak-
ers and programs; all are welcome. Meets 1st & 3rd Wed. 
each month. Info: Garrett Barton, 433-5396; Duane Gritz-
maker, 481-2424; www.gleneaglesertoma.org.

● Drummers! Wed., Jul. 20, 6:30-8 p.m., Yoga Pathways, 
Suite A, West End Center, 755 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Free 
and open to the public. Bring any kind of drum or other 
hand percussion instrument. Beginners welcome! Usually 
meets 3rd Wed. each month. Verify date & time: Nan, 481-
3256.

● VFW Auxiliary to Post 7829, Monument, Wed., Jul. 20, 
7 p.m., Monument Hill Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach 
Way, Monument. New members welcome. If you are a 
male or female relative of a veteran who served on for-
eign soil during war or other military action, you may be 
eligible. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: Kathy Carlson, 
488-1902, carlsonmkc@aol.com.

● Art Hop, Thu., Jul. 21, 5-8 p.m., Downtown Monument 
west of I-25.The 3rd Thu. each month, May-Sept., the gal-
leries, restaurants, and boutiques of historic downtown 
Monument stay open until 8 p.m. for a celebration featur-
ing art openings, book signings, great food, live music, and 
more. Info: 481-3282, www.monumentarthop.org.

● Art Hop Artist Reception at Bella Art & Frame: Mar-
garete Seagraves, Thu., Jul. 21, 5-8 p.m., 183 Washington 
St., Historic Downtown Monument. Seagraves’ work is on 
display through Jul. 28. Info: 487-7691, www.bellaartand-
frame.com.

● Art Hop Book Signings at Covered Treasures Book-
store, Thu., Jul. 21, 5-8 p.m., 105 Second St., Monument. 
Chris Meehan, Climbing Colorado’s Fourteeners. Stop 
by to meet the author and enjoy some homemade refresh-
ments. Info: 481-2665, www.coveredtreasures.com.

● Art Hop at Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA), Thu., 
Jul. 21, 5-8 p.m., 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Resident art-
ist open studios, Twenty1Five Wine Bar, great food, and 
live entertainment. Info: 481-0475, www.TriLakesArts.
org.

● Tri-Lakes Lions Club, Thu., Jul. 21, 6:30 p.m. social, 7-8 
p.m. meeting, Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Wood-
moor Dr., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 
David Prejean, 434-7031.

● Palmer Lake Historical Society: The Goodnight Lega-
cies, Thu., Jul. 21, 7 p.m. Larry Schlupp covers the life 
and legacies of Charles Goodnight (1836-1929), who influ-
enced the mid-19th century growth of the cattle industry 
in the West. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 559-0837, 
www.palmerdividehistory.org.

● Senior Social, Wed., Jul. 27, 1-4 p.m., Fellowship Hall of 
the Black Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 Black Forest Rd. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: aarpchapter1100black-
forest.weebly.com.

● Chess Nuts, Wed., Jul. 27, 5-9 p.m., Tri-Lakes Senior 
Center. Any age, any skill. Learners welcome. Drop in and 
leave when you want. Bring your own board and pieces if 
you have them. Meets 2nd & 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
www.trilakeshap.org/chess.

● Foot Care Clinic, Fri., Jul. 29, Senior Center located 
across the street from the Tri-Lakes YMCA, on the Lewis-
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Palmer High School campus. A registered nurse examines 
your feet and provides foot care advice, toenail trimming. 
Cost: $30 for a 30-min. visit. Meets 2nd Wed. and last Fri. 
each month, by appointment only. Info & appointments: 
call the Visiting Nurse Association, 577-4448.

● Tri-Lakes MOMS Club Monthly Meeting, Fri., Aug. 
5, 10 a.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 1st Fri. each month. Info: monumentmomsinfo@
gmail.com, https://m.facebook.com/MonumentMoms-
Club.

● The Roost Patio Flea Market, Sat., Aug. 6, 10 a.m.-
3 p.m., 135 Second St., Monument. Meets 1st Sat. each 
month, May-Sept. Info: 481-5688.

● Lupus Support Group. If you suffer with an autoimmune 
disease and want to connect with others, you are welcome 
to join this group. Info: dmbandle@hotmail.com.

● Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado Support 
Group. Location varies. For information, call Carolyn, 
488-3620, www.4-mga.org, 303-360-7080, 4mga@4-mga.
org. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
For July 4th events, see page 1

● Camp Bow Wow Yappy Hour Series, Tue., Jul. 5, 4:30-
6:30 p.m., Pikes Peak Brewing Co., 1756 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr., Monument. Bring a dog, get $1 off happy hour prices. 
Free hot dogs, drink specials, contests, and dog tips. Info: 
632-9247, cbwmonument@gmail.com, www.campbow-
wow.com/us/co/monument.

● Palmer Divide Quiltmakers Stitching Bee, Wed., Jul. 
6, 12:30-2:30 p.m., Monument Library, 1706 Lake Wood-
moor Dr. Info: pdq504@gmail.com.

● Concerts in the Park, every Wed., Jul. 6-Jul. 27, 7-9 p.m., 
Limbach Park, 151 Front St., Monument. Music, food, 
and fun for the family. Bring chairs, blankets. Info: www.
trilakeschamber.com and click on ‘Events.’

● Monument Community Presbyterian Church Vacation 
Bible School, M-F, Jul. 11-15, 9 a.m.-noon, 238 Third St., 
Monument. Free, K-6th grade. Register at www.mcpcusa.
org or phone 481-3902.

● Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage, Fri., Jul. 
8, opening act at 7 p.m., doors open at 6:15. Black For-
est Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup 
Road. Cost: $10 general, $5 BRAS members, $5 nonmem-
ber students with ID. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, jrmtn@
comcast.net, www.blackroseacoustic.org.

● Free Movie Night: The Goonies, Thu., Jul. 14, 7 p.m. ac-
tivities begin, movie begins at dark, Monument Market-
place Clock Tower (between WalMart & Home Depot), 
Jackson Creek. Bring chairs & blankets, no pets please. 
Info: 884-8013, www.MonumentColorado.org.

● Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) 
Expo & Anniversary Celebration, Fri.-Sun., Jul. 15-17, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Fri.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sun. Operating en-
gines, stamp mill, blacksmith shop, craft and jewelry ven-
dors, food trucks, children’s play area, donkeys, and more! 
Cost: $10 per person age 6 and up. WMMI is located at 225 
North Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: 488-0880, info@
wmmi.org, www.wmmi.org.

● Tri-Lakes Community Blood Drive, Tue., July 19, 3-7 
p.m., Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St., No appointment 
needed, just walk in. Please bring driver’s license or ID. 
Info: 776-5714.

● Monumental Microderm & Aesthetics Botox Night, 
Thu., Jul. 21, 5-8 p.m., 4 Hwy 105, above Bella Panini, 
Palmer Lake. Buy 25 units, get 5 free. Info: 719-271-0999, 
www.monumentalmicroderm.com.

● Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage, Fri., Jul. 
22, opening act at 7 p.m., doors open at 6:15. Black For-
est Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup 
Road. Cost: $10 general, $5 BRAS members, $5 nonmem-
ber students with ID. Info: Joe Maio, 528-6119, jrmtn@
comcast.net, www.blackroseacoustic.org.

● Black Forest Animal Sanctuary Community Garage 
Sale Fundraiser, Fri.-Sat., Jul. 22-23, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., cor-
ner of Hodgen and Thompson. Help fund rescued animals 
and find awesome bargains, too. Hot dogs, hamburgers, 
and drinks will be available for purchase. Sellers, a space 
is $25 per day, $45 for both days. Info: 494-0158, bfas-
farm@gmail.com, www.bfasfarm.org.

● Terri Hendrix and Lloyd Maines Concert at Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts (TLCA), Sat., Jul. 23, 7 p.m.; 6-6:15 
p.m., members only priority entrance; 6:15 p.m., general 
admission, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Advance tickets: 
TLCA members $20, non-members $22. Day of show: 
TLCA members $22, non-members $24. Tickets & Info: 
www.trilakesarts.org, 481-0475.

● Free Movie Night: WALL-E, Thu., Jul. 28, 7 p.m. activi-
ties begin, movie begins at dark, Monument Marketplace 
Clock Tower (between WalMart & Home Depot), Jackson 
Creek. Bring chairs & blankets, no pets please. Info: 884-
8013, www.MonumentColorado.org.

● National Night Out, Tue., Aug. 2. National Night Out 
(NNO) is an annual event promoting crime prevention and 
drug prevention in communities across the country. The 
event’s theme is “Give neighborhood crime and drugs a 
going away party.” For information and tips on planning 
your NNO event, visit www.natw.org. Registration forms 
for neighborhood events are due by July 8. Info: Merody 
Broom, Crime Prevention Coordinator, 520-7151, Merody-
Broom@elpasoco.com, or visit www.natw.org. 

● Free Movie Night: Inside Out, Thu., Aug. 4, 7 p.m. activi-
ties begin, movie begins at dark, Monument Marketplace 
Clock Tower (between WalMart & Home Depot), Jackson 
Creek. Bring chairs & blankets, no pets please. Info: 884-
8013, www.MonumentColorado.org.

● Return of the Rocky Mountain Chautauqua, Sat., Aug. 
6, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Cres-
cent, and the Village Green. Bring the family to relive 
Palmer Lake as it was over 100 years ago. A full day of 
vintage arts, crafts, portrayals of historic men and women, 
wildlife displays, and bluegrass music is planned. Info: 
559-0837, www.palmerdividehistory.org.

● Tri-Lakes Cruisers 15th Annual Benefit Car Show, 
Sun., Aug. 7, 7 a.m.-3 p.m., Historic Downtown Monu-
ment, 2nd and Front Streets. Fifteen plus classes to win a 
trophy. Public invited free of charge to look around. Food 
vendors, door prizes, music by a DJ, USAFA Falcons, and 
much more. Car show open to any and all model cars; cost 
to register a car is $20 prior to Jul. 29, $25 day of show. 
Proceeds benefit Tri-Lakes Cares. Info: Dick Cissell, 481-
4533; www.tl-cruisers.weebly.com.

● Bethany & Rufus Concert at Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts (TLCA), Sat., Aug. 7, 7 p.m., doors open at 6 p.m., 
304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Advance tickets: TLCA mem-
bers $24, non-members $28. Day of show: TLCA members 
$26, non-members $30. Tickets & Info: www.trilakesarts.
org, 481-0475.

● Lang 19th Annual Pig Roast & Client Appreciation 
Event, Fri., Aug. 12, 5:30-8 p.m., 236 Washington St., 
Monument. Free, all ages are welcome; bounce house for 
the kids. Info: 481-0887.

● Chuck Girard Concert at Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts 
(TLCA), Fri., Aug. 26, 7 p.m., doors open 6 p.m., 304 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Advance tickets: TLCA members $16, 
non-members $20. Day of show: TLCA members $20, non-
members $24. Tickets & Info: www.trilakesarts.org, 481-
0475.

● Judy Collins Live in Concert at Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts (TLCA), Thu., Sep. 15, 7 p.m., members only entry 6 
p.m., general entry 6:15 p.m.; 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 
Advance tickets: TLCA members $65, non-members $70. 
Day of show: TLCA members $70, non-members $75. 
Tickets & Info: www.trilakesarts.org, 481-0475.

● Benefits without Boundaries, Fri., Sep. 16, 10:30 a.m.-
1:45 p.m., Tri-Lakes Senior Center, modular building at 
Lewis-Palmer High School. This free workshop is open 
to all and includes medicare benefits and programs, Tri-
Lakes Cares programs and services, and more. Register 
by Sep. 2. RSVP & Info: www.TriLakesSeniors.org/work-
shop.

● Tri-Lakes Lions Golf Tournament 4-Player Scramble, 
Mon. Sep. 19, The Golf Club at Flying Horse, 1880 Weis-
kopf Pt., Colo. Springs, registration 7:30 a.m., shotgun 
start 9 a.m. Cost: $150 per player. Proceeds help support 
Lions Club charities, Tri-Lakes Cares, and The Home 
Front Cares. Info: Register online at www.golfsquid.com/
event.cfm?id=2477 or call Jim Naylor, 303-883-8329; Dave 
Prejean, 719-434-7031; or Stan Krol, 720-339-3391.

● Tri-Lakes Women’s Club presents Harvesting Hope, 
a Premier Food & Wine Tasting Event, Thu., Sep. 
22, 5:30-9 p.m., Spruce Mountain Ranch, 14771 Spruce 
Mountain Rd., Larkspur. Music & dancing, marketplace 
vendors, silent auction, celebrity guests, raffle/door prizes, 
chef competition. Dress: jeans to jewels. Cost: $65, or $60 
each with reserved table for 10. All proceeds benefit quali-
fied non-profit service organizations and public schools in 
the Tri-Lakes area. Info: www.TLWC.net.

Our community calendar carries listings on a space-available 
basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by local govern-
mental entities and not-for-profit organizations. We include 
events that are open to the general public and are not religious 
or self-promotional in nature. If space is available, complimen-
tary calendar listings are included, when requested, for events 
advertised in the current issue. To have your event listed at no 
charge in Our Community Calendar, please call (719) 339-7831 
or send the information to calendar@ocn.me or P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132.

Letters to Our Community
Our Community News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor on topics of general interest to readers in the Tri-
Lakes area. We do not knowingly print letters that 
are substantially the same as letters that have been 
submitted to other publications. To ensure that OCN 
contains a variety of viewpoints, each letter writer is 
limited to a maximum of six letters within any twelve 
month period. To submit a letter, please:
• Identify your submission as a letter to the editor 

and confirm that it has not been submitted to any 
other publication.

• Include a suggested headline or title.
• Limit letters to no more than 300 words.
• Include your full name, home address, day and 

evening phone numbers, and email address, if you 
have one.

• Email your letter to editor@ocn.me or mail it to 
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, CO 80132-1742.

• Send your letter at least 10 days before the “first 
Saturday of the month” when the paper is printed.

• If you are not at least 18 years old or an emanci-
pated minor, provide a written statement from a 
parent or legal guardian that you have permission 
to submit the letter.

If, after two business days from the date of your sub-
mission, you have not received an acknowledgement 
of your letter, please call Lisa Hatfield, Managing 
Editor, at (719) 339-7831. Letters may be edited for 
length, grammar, and accuracy.

Paid Advertisement

The Rabbi’s Corner 

Medical Aid in Dying 
By Oswald Garagorry 

Also known as “Colorado End of Life Options 
Act,” this is an attempt to provide “end of life” also 
called “doctor assistance suicide” that was previously 
debated and rejected by the Colorado Legislature. I 
know because I helped defeat it by testifying twice 
against the bill at the State Capital.  

 Now I see it is to be put up for a vote of the peo-
ple with a more elusive label for the same thing; 
namely, to kill grandmother or grandpa, get their as-
sets, and not be bothered taking care of old people.  

I admire the persistence, but I wish the supporters 
would get a better cause to invest their time and en-
ergy. I use my time and abilities to promote LIFE or 
even a BETTER LIFE for people. I am a Jew. Jews 
are for LIFE and as such, I am thankful to God for 
giving us LIFE. 

Adolf Hitler had a similar “doctor assisted suicide 
program” and I must say that it was quite efficient and 
economical - Six million of us were “assisted” by his 
program. 

It’s my view that each one of us has been given a 
time to exist. During that time, we have challenges 
and opportunities. Yet they are more than that. They 
are a means to determine what our character is made 
of. 

What I don’t understand is how far America has 
departed from its founding principles: “One Nation 
indivisible, under God.” If this Nation is under God, it 
must not ignore His affirmation: “I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life.” If we hold onto our founding val-
ues, we will oppose initiative 145 on the 
up-coming ballot.  

Shalom to you. 

Dr. Garagorry is the Rabbi  
of Aliyah Congregation that  

meets on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
at 19925 Monument Hill Road. 

www.aliyahcongregation.com ● (719) 330-2382 
Visitors are welcome! 
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ALL Types of Tree Trimming and Tree Removal 
• Wild Fire Mitigation 

• Timber Management   • Forestry 

• Stump Grinding   • Chipping 

• Tree Removal   • Tree Trimming 

• Scruboak Pruning and Removal 

• Young Tree Structural Pruning 

• Dead or Hazardous Tree Removal 

• Storm Damage Clean Up 

• Land and Lot Clearing 
 

488-1818 
www.atreeman.com   

FREE estimates 
Military or Senior 

Discounts 

Residing in the area  
for over 30 years. 

Fully licensed and insured. 

This little piggy had toenail fungus. 
 
This little piggy 
had none. 
 
This little piggy 
had laser. 
 
This little piggy 
wishes he had 
some. 

 

Pamper your piggies and kill the pathogens that 
cause fungus. Call for a FREE consultation. 

 
Mention this ad, get one laser treatment for two 

toes for only $99 or three treatments for all 10 toes 
for only $399 (reg. $900)! Offer valid through 8/6/16. 

 

(719) 487-SKIN (7546)  
 

For Men and Women.  
550 Hwy 105, Monument.  

Next to Safeway 
Gift Certificates Available 

www.spamedicausa.com 

Got wrinkles? 
Get Botox! 

$10.50 per unit* 
 

With any Juvederm, Restylane, 
or Botox treatment:  

Get a FREE $50 Red light  
anti-aging treatment!* 

Now offering 
CryoSculpting! 

The CryoSculpting 
fat-freezing 

procedure is 
FDA-approved, 

non-surgical 
fat-reduction 

treatment that 
uses controlled 

cooling to eliminate 
stubborn fat that resists all 

efforts through diet and 
exercise. The results are 
proven, noticeable, and 

lasting so you’ll look great 
from every angle. 

 

Elba D’Asaro, RN, CLS 
719-487-SKIN (7546) 
550 Hwy 105 in Monument 

In Medical Center  
next to Safeway 

spamedicausa.com 
Francis Copeland, M.D. Medical Director 

 

Gift Certificates Available 
*Offers good through Aug. 6, 2016. 

SKIN & LASER Medical Spa 

Where Science meets Beauty 
FREE NO OBLIGATION 

CONSULTATION  
 

Got Spots, Sun 
Damage, Spider 

Veins? Get Laser! 
Sale $99 and up!* 

Two laser hair removal 
treatments for any part of 

the body, only $499* (reg. 
$900) or an additional 

treatment for only $99!*  

Sunshine is free. Use it to light your world. 
Traditional or Tubular Skylights 

Solar-Powered Attic Fans 
Sales ∼ Installation ~ Service 

Servicing existing skylights to fix roof leaks 
 

Independent ~ Family Owned and Operated  
Serving the Front Range since 2007  

www.SummitSkylights.com 
For a free consultation, call Tate at (719) 433-5200. 
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