Free

Reporting on community issucs in Monument, Palmer Lake, and the surrounding Tri-Lakes area.

Issue #24 — Volume 3 Number 3 — Saturday, March 1, 2003

Inside this issue
Open Road Tour p4-5
County planning p6
Palmer Lake meetings p7
Monument meetings p8-9
Triview p10

The Heights vote p11
School board p12
Tri-Lakes FPD p13
Williams at NEPCO p14
WIA p16

Drilling on Mt. Herman p17
Letters p18

Identity theft p19

Being green p21

Trail happiness p22
Bookish surprises p23
Library party p25

PLHS p28-29

Our Community Calendar p30

Wal-Mart plans include taxpayer funded
$1 million bridge

Look for our next issue

Saturday, April 5
Ad Deadline: Wed., Mar. 26
Letter Deadline: Fri., Mar. 28

Visit our web site and
read all the back issues at
www.OurCommunityNews.org

Our Community News

OCN is published on the first
Saturday of each month by
all-volunteer, Colorado non-profit
Our Community News, Inc.

Editorial Content
Judy Barnes, Editor
481-4164
our_community_news@hotmail.com

Advertising
John Heiser, Advertising Editor
488-9031, FAX 488-3455
j-heiser@ieee.org

© Copyright 2001-2003
Our Community News, Inc.
P.O. Box 1742
Monument, Colorado 80132
All rights reserved.

The view east from 1-25 of the drainage way and Preble’s mouse habitat that bisects Struthers Ranch.
County administrator Terry Harris told the BRRTA board Feb. 21 that the county plans to spend $1 million on
construction of the bridge to complete the Struthers Road connection to improve access to the Wal-Mart store.

By John Heiser
The regular quarterly Baptist Road Rural Transportation
Authority (BRRTA) meeting scheduled for January 17
was canceled. A special meeting was held February 21.
County commissioner Jim Bensberg was absent attend-
ing a funeral.

During the course of the meeting, county adminis-
trator Terry Harris reported that one of the issues in his
on-going discussions with the Wal-Mart developer and
the Struthers Ranch developer is construction of a bridge
over the drainage way and mouse habitat that bisects the

(Continued on page 2)

25,000 signatures submitted calling for
recall of Huffman and Brown

With the Feb. 21 submission of over 25,000 names, the
decision on whether to recall two El Paso County com-
missioners appears headed to the voters. The two county
commissioners are Chuck Brown and Tom Huffman.
They joined with Duncan Bremer and Ed Jones, in ap-
proving expansion of the county courthouse and jail
despite the voters’ rejection of funding for the projects.
Recall proponents argue that during the development of
these expansion plans, the county commissioners did not
sufficiently involve the public or pursue other alterna-
tives. Bremer and Jones left office in January due to term
limits.

The recall organizers, Jan Martin and Chuck Mur-
phy, submitted to the county clerk more than 11,000
petition signatures from Tom Huffman’s district and over
14,000 signatures from Chuck Brown’s district. Since
each of the County Commissioners are elected from their
own district, only those residents within the boundaries
of Huffman’s and Brown’s district can vote during this
recall election.

The county clerk’s office has ten days to verify the
signatures by checking them against the voter registra-
tion for that district. Then each of the county commis-
sioners being recalled has fifteen days to file a protest.
Following that protest period, if the number of signatures
falls below the required number to force an election, the
organizers have a short period to gather more signa-
tures to make the required number. 8,556 signatures are
needed in Huffman’s district and 11,199 are needed in
Brown’s district. If the requisite signatures are verified,
the county clerk’s office has ninety days to fix a date for
the election.

On the ballot for a recall election, the first question
typically asks whether or not the elected official should
be recalled. The second question is typically who, of the
candidates that have filed, should complete the remainder
of the official’s term of office. If a majority of voters ap-
prove recall, the candidate that receives the highest num-
ber of votes is elected.
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Struthers Ranch property. The bridge
is needed to complete Jackson Creek

% Closet SpeCialists % Parkway-Struthers Road south to con-

nect to Northgate Road.

. Harris estimated the cost of the
We ns Ta/ l ALL S 'I'Of'age Sys Tems bridge at $1 million although other es-
timates have put the price as high as $2
million. Harris said, “We will put the
$1 million into the bridge.” Funding for
the bridge has reportedly been proposed
to be handled through an Additional
Funding Request (AFR) appropriation
against the drainage fund. The AFR
would require approval by the board of
county commissioners. Harris estimat-
ed the bridge would require one year for
design and one year for construction.

The BRRTA board is composed of
three county commissioners (Bensberg,
Chuck Brown, and Wayne Williams)
and two Monument board of trustees
representatives (Mayor Betty Konarski
and Trustee Byron Glenn).

Election

The following slate of officers was
unanimously  approved:  President
— Glenn; Vice President — Williams;
Secretary-Treasurer — Konarski; As-
sistant Secretary-Treasurers — Bensberg
and Brown.

: 1 BRRTA’s Legality questioned
C h I ro p ra Cto rS d O n t Pleasant View resident Tim Hibbs
said Steve Plank’s letters in the past

treat Cond itions_ Th ey two issues of Our Community News

raised questions about the formation of
A BRRTA. Hibbs said, “I am concerned
t re a t p e O p I e / W I t h O r that the authority was formed without
- . m true representation of people affected
W Ith O ut CO n d Itl O n S . by BRRTA. Since only two people
voted, your authority should only ex-
tend to them. Instead it extends to lots
and lots of people through fees and
assessments.” Hibbs characterized the
way the authority was formed as not in
keeping with democratic principles. He
said the boundaries are an example of
gerrymandering.
Peter Susemihl, attorney for the
Tim Hu dyn cia. D.C Triview district, who was also involved
I =" in the formation of BRRTA, described
how special districts are often formed
when there are no residents. In the case
6 4 1 _ 2 7 7 2 of the statute authorizing rural trans-
portation authorities, the law requires
that residents vote. Susemihl said, “Phil
Weinert called me and said, ‘If you need
electors, [ am willing to put my proper-
ty into the district.” This is not atypical
of how these things are done. It is totally
legitimate, totally legal. The intent was
not to include
any other exist-
ing  developed
properties.”
Brown
added, “It was
[the Weinerts’]
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desire to see the road built.”

Williams said, “The idea is to al-
low growth to pay its own way. The
purchasers of land or homes can decide
whether they accept the fees or not.”
Brown added, “The choice is with the
person who buys in the district. It is a
personal choice.”

In August 2002, the BRRTA
board voted to force inclusion of the
Brookharts and Total parcels into the
authority. The owner of the parcels
leased to Brookharts vigorously op-
posed the inclusion.

James Hunsaker from law firm
Grimshaw & Harring, representing
BRRTA, said, “The period for chal-
lenging the formation of the district is
past. The authority is operating within
the statute.”

Resident Steve Plank said there
is only one other rural transportation
authority (RTA) in Colorado. It is the
Roaring Fork RTA in the Aspen area.
The vote to form that authority included
all the voters in the seven affected cities
and counties. Plank said, “They didn’t
want to exclude opposition.” Regarding
BRRTA, Plank said, “Citizens up and
down through there feel they should
have a right to vote.”

Plank noted that the RTA statute,
C.R.S. 43.4.6, appears to be largely
copied from the public highway author-
ity statute, C.R.S. 43.4.5, except that
the ability to collect fees when build-
ing permits are issued was specifically
omitted from the RTA statute. He noted
that BRRTA fees are currently being
collected when building permits are
issued.

Williams suggested that if Plank
feels the district is not operating legally
he could bring a legal challenge.

Financial Report
Conner Shepherd, BRRTA project
manager, distributed copies of an
accountant’s report showing estimated
expenditures for calendar year 2002
of $236,752 including $180,710 for en-
gineering design, $22,000 for district
management, $20,000 for construction
of the right turn lane on westbound
Baptist Road at Leather Chaps, and
$11,204 for legal expenses. Total 2002
revenue was estimated at $105,334.
During 2002, the general fund was es-
timated to have declined from $413,269
to $281,851. The adopted budget for
2003 calls for the fund balance to de-
cline further to $65,551 due in part to
projected engineering design expenses
of $190,000, a contingency fund alloca-
tion of $100,000, and estimated total
revenues of $105,000.
County planning status

Carl Schueler, assistant director of the
county planning department, reported

(Continued on page 3)
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on four projects being processed that lie within the
authority.

Hay Creek Ranch
The 10 lots in the approved Hay Creek Ranch plan
will contribute a total of $5,000 in BRRTA fees
when building permits are issued.

Forest Lakes

Despite a pending legal appeal of the May 2002
board of county commissioners approval of the
467-lot Forest Lakes preliminary plan, Schueler
said the final plat is expected this year. He said the
development agreement is being negotiated; howev-
er, he predicted, “It will be quite some time before
development occurs.” One of the remaining issues
is funding for a grade-separated railroad crossing
on Baptist Road west of Old Denver Highway.

Struthers Ranch
Schueler reported that the revised sketch plan for
Struthers Ranch was approved and the county is
in active negotiations with the Struthers Ranch
developer regarding construction of Jackson Creek
Parkway-Struthers Road from the bridge site north
to Baptist Road.

Wal-Mart
Schueler noted that county planning has not yet re-
ceived an updated traffic report in response to their
request last September. The current report is based
on obsolete traffic counts, does not model traffic
resulting from completing Jackson Creek Parkway-
Struthers Road south to connect with Northgate
Road, and does not model any access to the church
and adjoining houses to the east of the project.
Redirection of Wal-Mart fee

Susemihl faced questions and opposition from the
BRRTA board when he requested that Wal-Mart’s
$233,000 BRRTA fee be redirected to the Public
Improvement Corporation (PIC) proposed to be
set up to make road improvements required for the
Wal-Mart. Susemihl added, “Terry Harris thinks it
is important to finish that connection of Struthers
south. The county is going to do the bridge.”

Harris said, “We need the BRRTA fee to do
the [Baptist Road/Jackson Creek Parkway] inter-
section. We need to build that intersection before
Wal-Mart opens.”

Shepherd responded, “I am a little concerned
about impact fees being committed to construc-
tion when planning is not completed.” He said the
total cost of the engineering design is $480,000 and
added, “We do not have that kind of money without
impact fees coming to pay for that project.”

Harris suggested that the BRRTA design
project might be a duplication of effort since the
Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is
designing portions of Baptist Road as part of the in-
terchange design and the Wal-Mart engineers will
also be developing a design.

Konarski said, “The worst thing we can do is
design this thing twice.”

Shepherd replied, “Your county DOT is with us
every step of the way.”

André Brackin, county DOT engineering de-
sign group supervisor, added, “The Wal-Mart sub-
mittal closely matches what Loris has designed.”

Brown said, “The county project is primarily
Struthers Road. BRRTA’s project is Baptist Road.
There is no duplication of planning.”

The board deferred a decision on the redirec-
tion of the Wal-Mart fee and requested that Harris
present the Struthers Road elements and costs at a
future BRRTA meeting.

Steve Waldmann, resident of the Ridge at Fox
Run, asked, “Don’t you think it is appropriate that
the agreements regarding the PIC also be made
available to the BRRTA board and the public?”

Baptist Road Design Project
Peter Loris, President of Loris and Associates
presented an update on BRRTA’s Baptist Road
design project. Susan Watkins of public relations
firm Kezziah Watkins described the public process
as “open, comprehensive, inclusive, and fair.” It
started with interviews of members of a variety of

organizations including the county commissioners,
BRRTA, the Tri-Lakes land use committee, the
Family of Christ Lutheran Church, and the Trails
and Open Space Coalition. Large public meetings
were held at Lewis-Palmer High School Mar. 18,
2002 and Oct. 28, 2002 with hundreds of people
in attendance. The March meeting collected hopes
and concerns. The October meeting presented two
alternative designs and collected responses.

Peter Smith of Smith Environmental Services
reported that the environmental issues with the
designs are the wetlands and the Preble’s Meadow
Jumping Mouse habitat. He noted four areas of
mouse habitat near the proposed expansion of Bap-
tist Road.

Bob Ball of TransPlan Associates summarized
the traffic report they prepared under contract to
Loris. The report used several prior studies of the
three-mile portion of Baptist Road from the rail-
road tracks west of 1-25 to just east of Tari Drive.
Those studies included the /998 Baptist Road Cor-
ridor Study, the 2001 Forest Lakes Traffic Impact
and Access Analysis, and the 2001 Jackson Creek
Development — Phase 1, Traffic Impact Study.

The TransPlan report issued last August in-
cluded weekday average traffic counts along Baptist
Road as measured in 1997 and again in December
2001. They also measured average weekday speeds
in December 2001. The results were as follows:

Section 1997 Dec-01 2001
Avg. Spd
Old Denver 1,840 3,430 40
Highway to I-25
1-25 to Jackson Ck | 5,850 16,480 -
Pkwy
Jackson Ck Pkwy - 12,315 45
to Leather Chaps
Leather Chaps to 5,620 8,590 47
Gleneagle Drive

The report calculated traffic levels for the year
2025/full build-out using two differing projected
land uses. The first (Alternative #1) assumed the
projected land uses from the land use map in the
draft Monument updated comprehensive plan. The
second (Alternative #2) assumed the projected land
uses in the Jackson Creek/Regency Park develop-
ment and rezoning plan. As seen below, the latter
produced somewhat higher traffic projections. This
dictated some additional turn lanes and longer turn
lanes.

Section Land Use | Land Use
Alt. #1 Alt. #2
Old Denver 27,900 29,100
Highway to I-25
1-25 to Jackson Ck 53,500 55,200
Pkwy
Jackson Ck Pkwy to 31,700 32,700
Leather Chaps
Leather Chaps to 26,100 27,100
Gleneagle Drive

As part of their full build-out projections, Ball
said TransPlan assumed Baptist would be con-
nected though to Highway 83 at Hodgen Road and
Jackson Creek Parkway would be connected north
from Baptist to Highway 105 and south to connect
to Struthers Road. TransPlan assumed that a “big
box” (e.g., Wal-Mart) shopping center would be
built on the southeast corner of Baptist and Jackson
Creek Parkway directly south of King Soopers.
Ball said the analysis was done with and
without the extension of Mitchell Avenue south
to connect to Baptist Road. The Mitchell Avenue
extension impact was seen mainly at and west of

the Baptist Road Old Denver Highway intersection.
Minimal impact was seen on Baptist Road east of
1-25. Ball said TransPlan has not yet looked into the
consequences of the announced delay in construc-
tion of CDOT’s proposed changes to the Baptist
Road/I-25 interchange.

Keith Scoggins of Loris Associates presented
the current preferred alternative lane and grade
configuration. It includes two lanes in each direc-
tion with a landscaped median from Jackson Creek
Parkway to Leather Chaps. The right-in/right-out
access directly from Baptist Road as shown on the
Wal-Mart site plan has been removed.

Scoggins said, “The grades are not too bad”
but then added that the stretch between Desiree and
Tari would have a maximum grade of 9.5 percent,
only slightly less than the existing grade that he
said, “exceeds 10 percent.” The county guideline
for major arterials recommends limiting grades to
5 percent. The recommendation for minor arterials
is 6 percent. For reference, the grade along Austin
Bluffs Parkway east of Nevada is between 6 percent
and 7 percent. Scoggins said that to reduce the grade
to the recommended limit, “the cuts and fills would
disturb a lot of people.” He suggested, “Leave the
hill alone except for adding a truck-climbing lane.”
Tari Drive resident Jim Ford seconded the idea of
additional lanes for the steepest portions.

Loris said the plan is to present the preferred
alternative at a public meeting to be held within the
next month or two and then develop a preliminary

You'll @

Our Service!

(Continued on page 4)

Front Range
Views! 5 acres
zoned for horses.
Well-maintained 4
bdrm, 3 bths, large
eat-in kitchen.

Kitchen is a
cooks dream!

5 acres zoned
for horses.
-~ Views! Views!
i Views! 4 bdrm,

3 bths, Sun-
room with hot

$389,900

Bigger than it looks!
2,546 sq ft

5 bedrooms, 3 baths,
2-car garage. Master
suite with jetted tub.
Gas log fireplace,
wood deck, stucco
siding.

$212,500

wWiRAR KEA

LaTATE

Lori Van Der Wege, GRI _:'
481 Hwy 105, Suite 200 .
Monument, CO. 80132 = .+ |

- T
719.590.6126 ' :




Page 4

Our Comauunity News

Vol. 3 No. 3

BRRTA (Continued from page 3)

design for the whole corridor. When asked about
including options for phasing the improvements
he noted the numerous moving targets including
the Wal-Mart proposal, CDOT’s funding for the
interchange, and the economy. Williams made a
motion that the preferred alternative be given pre-
liminary approval and taken to a meeting to solicit
public comments. The motion was unanimously
approved with the exception of Brown who had left
the room.
Open records policy

Shepherd distributed copies of a letter respond-
ing to Plank’s request to review BRRTA’s public
records. Plank had visited Shepherd’s Greenwood
Village office on Dec. 11 and was told he would
have to request in writing the records he wanted
to see.

The BRRTA board adopted a resolution pre-
pared by Hunsaker requiring that a requestor “enu-
merate, as specifically as possible, which records
the person would like to review.” The resolution

Residents express

By John Heiser
Feb. 11: In an unusual move, three El Paso County
commissioners held a special meeting at Lewis-
Palmer High School to hear from residents. Some
in the community observed that the meeting, one
in a series being held throughout the county, was
prompted by the campaign to recall two of the
county commissioners, Tom Huffman and Chuck
Brown. The recall was initiated following decisions
by the board to go ahead with plans for expanding
the jail and courthouse despite voters’ rejection of
tax increases to fund the projects.

Commissioners Jim Bensberg, Huffman, and
Wayne Williams and clerk to the board FEileen
Wheeler attended. Commissioners Brown and Jeri
Howells were absent. Approximately 75 to 100 resi-
dents attended the meeting.

Woodmoor resident Joy Baldwin raised con-
cerns about overbuilding. She said, “I see it hap-
pening throughout the county. I urge you to put a
hold on more building until we resolve our drought
problems.”

Gleneagle resident Bill Howerton objected to
the county commissioners’ approval of the revised
higher density sketch plan for Struthers Ranch. He
remarked to Williams, “Your predecessor [ Duncan
Bremer] didn’t even show up for the hearing. He
was skiing. To say we were disappointed is an un-
derstatement. Can we expect better of you?” Wil-
liams replied, “I will try to adjust my schedule to
attend all meeting where issues important to this
area are discussed.”

Fox Run resident Steve Waldmann cited a lack

o afecel lire Hesl
105, 1 340
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also specifies that copies “shall be $1 per page
or the actual cost of copies whichever is greater.”
It was suggested that an inventory of the records
available would be helpful to the public in making
requests. Shepherd was directed to prepare a list of
the categories of records available but need not list
each record available.

The board approved public notification by
posting of notices on the bulletin board at the King
Soopers.

Creekside Middle School fee

Konarski reported that meetings have been held
with representatives of Lewis-Palmer school dis-
trict. Without being specific, she said, “I think we
are moving in the right direction.”

Future Meetings
The next BRRTA meeting will be held Friday, Apr.
11, 1:30 p.m., at the Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd
St., Monument.

Subsequent meetings are scheduled for Friday,
Jul. 11, 1:30 p.m. at the county building, 27 E.
Vermijo, Colorado Springs and Friday, Oct. 10, 1:

30 p.m. at Monument Town Hall. Commissioner
Williams said he may be unable to attend the Jul.
11 meeting. It might be rescheduled.
skekesioskskoskoskoskokok

Articles on prior Baptist Road-related meetings
are posted at www.ourcommunitynews.org/top
stories.htm#baptist. There is also background info
at www.elpasoco.com/Transprt/baptist rd.asp and
www.coalitiontlc.org/baptist_road.htm.

To get more information and provide comments
on the Baptist Road Improvement Project, contact:
e Peter Loris, Loris and Associates, 303-444-

2013 x20, Some information has also been

posted at www.lorisandassociates.com/pages/

proadbapt.htm
*  Conner Shepherd, BRRTA Project Manager,

303-779-4525 or connershepherd@cliftoncpa.

com
* John Clack, Project Manager, El Paso County

Department of Transportation, 520-6851,

johnclack@elpasoco.com.

concerns about growth, water, BRRTA,
and a lack of communication

of communication with residents regarding the jail
and courthouse plans. He said, “You need a white
paper that gives the logic behind what you are
planning.” Williams described the conditions that
prompted the need to expand the jail. He said, “It
is a well-run jail but greatly overcrowded. Could
the county have done a better job communicating
the consequences of a no vote? Yes. It is one of the
reasons we are here tonight.”

Huffman added, “It should have been explained
on the ballot but there are strict rules on what can
appear on the ballot. You can’t say what the conse-
quences are.” He later said the arguments against
the ballot measures describing them as an effort to
circumvent the Tax Payer’s Bill of Right (TABOR)
were not truthful. Regarding the jail, Huffman
said, “There are standards we have to meet. If you
don’t maintain an adequate jail, you have to release
inmates. Other counties have been so ordered. The
federal government can also intervene. [Approval
of the project] was an action that needed to be
taken. It was the responsible thing to do.”

Abert Estates resident Richard Marciniak ob-
jected to the Flying Horse Ranch project that has
applied for annexation to Colorado Springs. The
project lies immediately south of Northgate Road
and west of Highway 83, covers approximately
1,600 acres, and includes more than 3,000 dwelling
units on about 700 acres, more than 200 acres of
office and light industrial, about 100 acres of com-
mercial and retail, a K-12 school site, a conference
center-resort, and a private golf course. Marciniak
said, “It grossly violates the Black Forest, Tri-

FEATURED LISTINGS

151 Colorado Springs Circle, Palmer Lake

Just reduced $20k, this home is like new with
custom 2x6 construction on wonderful and private
0.66-acre lot. The open floor plan, well-equipped
kitchen, vaulted ceilings and central gas fireplace
will be perfect for entertaining. This home also
has a huge master suite on the main level and a [
900 sq. ft. insulated, attached 3-car garage with
ample room for workshop. The lower, walkout
level has a large bedroom, full bath, family room,
and storage galore.............ccccvevvene. $259,900

Lakes, and Northgate plans. We hope the county
commissioners will be our allies in this and make
comments to the city on our behalf. The surround-
ing neighbors are virtually universally opposed to
the proposal.” The planned use of groundwater for
golf course irrigation is a major issue with the proj-
ect. Williams replied, “We have no control of what
land is annexed. With annexation, the water rights
flow to the city. The city is saying in a drought they
plan to mine the aquifers.”

Ken Rowberg, director of the county planning
department, added that Flying Horse Ranch devel-
oper Classic Communities’ request to the county
for approval for grading, seeding, and irrigation
of the golf course while it awaits a decision on the
annexation request has been revised to a grading
request only. Rowberg said Classic will be asked to
withdraw the request. He added, “We feel there are
portions of their plan that are inconsistent with the
Black Forest and Tri-Lakes comprehensive plans.”

El Paso County Chief Judge Gilbert Martinez
described numerous courthouse remodeling proj-
ects implemented during the past seven years. He
said, “The inn is full. We have moved everybody
out of the building that we can. We don’t have any
more space for judges. Jurors are sitting on the floor.
Victims and defendants are sitting in the same area.
You deserve better.” He cited a number of cost and
efficiency advantages to having the expansion adja-
cent to the existing courthouse.

Fox Run resident Ronald Henrickson expressed
concern that “rapid growth is not following any
plan. The Baptist Road interchange is at level-
of-service F and funding is not
likely for about a decade. It is
inappropriate to even consider
rezoning [the proposed Wal-Mart
site] to regional commercial when
the infrastructure can’t support
it. Wal-Mart at this point doesn’t
make sense. It is not compatible
with the area.”

Huffman said, “Roads are a
constant challenge for us — one of

1775 Moorwood Point, Woodmoor

the hardest things we face. Wood-
men Road is being built with a

Cream of the crop one level living patio style
home in the Village at Moorwood. Incredible Front
Range and Pikes Peak views from the living
room, kitchen and master bedroom. Over 3,000
beautifully finished sq. ft. Generous sized rooms.
4 bedrooms plus main level study/den with
fabulous built in bookcase. 3 full bathrooms
including 5 piece master bath. Absolutely
impeccable condition, ready to move in. Top of
the line appliances are included. Location is
superb, close to everything.................. $289,000

ton of money ‘extorted’ from
developers.” Huffman’s reference
to extortion is puzzling since
the Woodmen Road expansion is
being funded through a special
district approved by the board.

(Continued on page 5)
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Left: Chief Judge Gilbert Martinez defends the need to expand the courthouse. Right: Gleneagle resident Bill Howerton expresses disappointment that the
commissioners approved the revised, higher density Struthers Ranch sketch plan and that Duncan Bremer did attend the hearing. Left to right on stage:
Commissioners Jim Bensburg, Wayne Williams, and Tom Huffman

BOCC (Continued from page 4)

The developers are providing the funding for the
roadwork by purchasing doubly tax-exempt bonds
that will be repaid to them with interest by property
taxes levied against future property owners in the
district.

Williams noted that the county’s road and
bridge property tax mill levy is higher than any
other Front Range county but still lower than the
library district’s mill rate.

Pine Hills resident Steve Phillips expressed
concern that the county commissioners approved
the Forest Lakes project without requiring the
developer to construct a grade-separated railroad
crossing on Baptist Road. He said the crossing is
needed for emergency access to the Twin Valley
area and added, “Too bad we weren’t able to extort
that from the developer. The developer extorted
something from us.”

In response to a question from Jackson Creek
resident Bill Miller about the impact of the military
call-up, Sheriff Terry Maketa said that out of 390
deputies, 24 are reservists. He said that since the
call-up is based on specialty it is unlikely that all
24 would be called up at once. The most they are
expecting at one time is seven. He concluded, “We
don’t expect it to affect service.”

Maketa described deputies’ recent use of the
holding facility at the Colorado Springs police sta-
tion off north Academy Blvd. to reduce the time
it takes them to process arrestees. Maketa said, “I
think it has already resulted in an increase in patrol
time.”

Black Forest resident Steve Plank urged the
commissioners to take a look at the Baptist Road
Rural Transportation Authority (BRRTA). He said,
“This is the worst emasculation of the democratic
process | have ever seen.”

Former commissioner and BRRTA board
member Duncan Bremer staunchly defended the
formation and operation of BRRTA. He said the
traffic on Baptist Road increased from 4,000 aver-
age daily vehicle trips in 1995 to 12,000 to 14,000
per day now. He said, “The county didn’t have the
resources to make it work. The legislation said only
residents could vote. Two residents volunteered to
help.” Bremer added, “[BRRTA] is on track to get
the job done.”

Regarding the BRRTA fee structure, Bremer
said, “$500 per new house will contribute close to
half the cost of the improvements. We planned to
get the other half from commercial.”

Bremer’s statement is surprising since the cost
of the Baptist Road improvements is estimated at
between $5 million and $10 million. To fund half

of that through $500 per house would require 5,000
to 10,000 houses to be built within the district.
Current plans do not call for anywhere near those
numbers.

Kingswood resident Carol Farmer character-
ized the formation of BRRTA as a deal put together
in a smoke-filled backroom. She asked, “How can
we dissolve this group that was formed without
public input?”

Monument resident Michael Hess said, “You
have very little hesitation to approve small lot sizes
next to large lots. Are you concerned that in 20
years this area will look a lot like Orange County,
California? If so, what are you doing about it?”” The
question drew applause from the audience. Wil-
liams cited the 300-year water availability rule as
“the largest restriction on growth.” He added that

small area plans are also considered but then dis-
missed the concern saying, “I don’t envision north-
ern El Paso County looking like Orange County.”
Bensberg said, “Government ought to be a par-
ticipatory sport. It is valuable to know what your
vision is.” He encouraged residents to attend board
meetings or watch them using the county’s web
site. Williams agreed saying, “We appreciate your
concern for the community.” Huffman added, “E-
mail is a great way to communicate with us.”
skskeskeoskoskoskoskoskoksk
Commissioner Wayne Williams’ direct phone num-
ber is 520-6411. His email address is waynewilliam
s@elpasoco.com. The county’s website address is
www.elpasoco.com.
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County planning commission rules on
Spaatz Lane right-of way

By John Heiser
At their Feb. 18 meeting, the El Paso County
Planning Commission recommended approval of

the release of the Spaatz Lane right-of-way. The
Retired?
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recommendation was conditioned on reservation
of a 30-foot right-of-way for possible extension of
Rickenbacker Avenue to the boundary of the For-
est Lakes residential property. Past suggestions that
Rickenbacker be extended have met with opposi-
tion from the neighbors.

Eberhard Klotz and Jens Zimmermann ap-
peared before the commission and requested that
the approximately 380-foot-long right-of-way be-
tween their two properties be removed. The right-
of-way was created in 1957 as part of Pine Hills
Addition 4. The original intent was to provide ac-
cess to the Forest Lakes property to the south. The
road was never constructed. The approved Forest
Lakes preliminary plan proposes use
of Lindbergh Lane rather than Spaatz
Lane for access between Forest Lakes
and Pine Hills.

The planning commission recom-
mendation will be forwarded to the El
Paso County Board of County Com-
missioners for final action. If approved,
each of the two parcels would receive

Do you have W 10% off half of the land.

faded, torn, o ! first order Another Tri-Lakes area item ap-
turning red, i ! far new peared on the agenda but was contin-
photographs? Customers ued to a future hearing. It was a pro-

\‘ ~  Elaine Russell Studios ..r/
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Edward Jones.

We can help you.

Reserve cash for emergencies
Keep up with expenses

Protect your money from
fluctuating interest rates

Reduce your taxes

Protect your savings from
long-term illness

Simplify your record-keeping
Avoid probate

posal to place two 8 by 12-foot signs on
the Monument Business Park property
east of Monument Hill Road and ap-
proximately one-quarter mile south of
County Line Road. Since the size of the
proposed signs exceeds what is allowed

in the property’s C-1 zone, a special review hearing
must be held before the signs may be constructed.

Other Tri-Lakes area projects to be heard at
future planning commission hearings include final
plats for Misty Acres Filing 2 and Greenland Pre-
serve Filing 1.

The 124-acre Misty Acres development is east
of Monument Hill Road and west of Doewood
Estates. The final plat for Filing 2 shows 22 single-
family lots and four multifamily lots on 59 acres.

Greenland Preserve, formerly known as
Greenland Forest, is located roughly one mile east
of [-25 on the south side of County Line Road. The
preliminary plan was approved for 51 single-fam-
ily lots on the 55.6 acres. The final plat for Filing 1
shows 20 single-family lots on the easternmost 22.7
acres of the parcel. Lot sizes range from 22,000
square feet (0.52 acre) to 136,000 square feet (3.1
acres), with an average of about one acre.

sieskeskeoskeoskoskoskokokok

The planning commission normally holds hearings
on the third and, if necessary, the fourth Tuesday
of each month. The next hearing will be Mar. 18.
The agenda for that hearing will be posted at http:
//ladm.elpasoco.com/planning/Agendas/PC/PC-
Agn.asp. The hearings are held in the 3rd floor
hearing room of the county building, 27 E. Ver-
mijo, Colorado Springs.

For more information on these and other proj-
ects within the county, contact the planning de-
partment at 520-6300 or visit www.elpasoco.com/
planning.
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Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop and Meeting

By Judy Barnes

New business licenses
Sandy Bauers Massage Therapy: Sandra Bauers
will provide therapeutic massages at An Escape
Day Spa at the West End Center, 755 Highway 105.
Therapeutic  Mountain Massage: Pamela
Cherkofsky will operate a mobile service offering
therapeutic neuromuscular massages.

Resolution supporting an amendment
to the Colorado Revised Statutes to prohibit a
county government from reducing

road and bridge taxes
This resolution supports a bill in front of the state
legislature, sponsored by Rep. Michael Merrifield,
that prohibits a county government from reducing
road and bridge taxes below the rate imposed on
Jan. 1, 2003, without the consent of the munici-
palities within the county. The Colorado Municipal
League, a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that
represents and serves Colorado’s cities and towns,
is willing to support Merrifield’s bill, but wants
municipalities to support it first. The bill would
prevent the kind of action taken by the El Paso
County Board of Commissioners that recently re-
duced the road and bridge tax by about $500,000
in order to make more funds available to pay for
new county jail facilities. This reduction withdraws
funds needed by the municipalities for maintenance
and repair of roads and bridges. Palmer Lake would
lose between $700 and $1,000 in road and bridge
funds. After some discussion, the resolution passed
5-2, with Trustees Eddie Kinney and Chuck Cor-
nell dissenting.

Committee reports

Parks and Recreation: Trustee Cindy Allen re-
ported on the fitness program at the town hall.
Classes meet Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10-11 a.m.
The cost is $2.50 per class for a prepaid four-week
session and $2.00 per class for a prepaid eight-week
session.
Water: Trustee Chuck Cornell reported that, based
on the report by Steve Orcutt, water treatment plant
operator, as of Feb. 6 the reservoir contained ap-
proximately 63.5 acre-feet of water. With 15 percent
of that unusable due to silt, 54 acre-feet remain,
enough for 3.9 months of use. If no water is added
to the reservoir, the town will be out of surface wa-
ter by the end of April or early May. Storage rights
for the reservoir end midnight on March 15. Water
added to the reservoir after that does not belong to
the town. The new Arapahoe well could be used for
emergencies, but has no filtration system in place.
The D-2 well can be used for 45 days, but then has
to recharge for up to six months. “We need to con-
tinue conserving water,” said Cornell; “I don’t see
us lifting any restrictions.” Trustee Allen added,
“We need to reiterate [to Palmer Lake residents]
that we are still under water restrictions. I’ve seen
people watering sod and washing cars.”
Roads: Trustee Randy Jones recounted that Bill
Johnson, of Cheyenne Mountain Bank, met with
him and Roads Supervisor Bob Radosevich to dis-
cuss a separate entrance and 200 to 250 feet of road
to connect six more lots in Lakeview Heights.
Police: Trustee Kinney reviewed the year-end
police report for 2002. Traffic citations increased
from 318 in 2001 to 622 in 2002.
Community and Economic Development—
Buildings: Trustee Susan Miner reported that they
were developing a brochure to market Town Hall
for corporate meetings. The building could accom-
modate small weddings with up to 75 guests.
Fire: Trustee Scott Russell asked the board to re-
appoint Greg Lokken as chief; the board approved
unanimously.
Mayor’s report: Mayor Nikki McDonald noted
the water fund is separate from the general fund.

Feb. 6 and 13

Money from the water fund cannot be used to sub-
sidize any other department.
Public input - Mari Arnett

The Arnett family lives on Wheatridge Street,
next door to Blane Pshigoda, whose Pomeranian
dog was killed in December in his backyard by a
straight object, perhaps an arrow, while the Psh-
igoda family was away on vacation. Mari Arnett
expressed her dissatisfaction with the way the
Palmer Lake Police Department handled the situ-
ation. Her eleven-year-old son Chase was accused
of killing the dog, and the investigating officer
questioned Chase’s friends, which fueled the rumor
mill, in Arnett’s opinion. She described harassment
by neighbors, some calling Chase “dog killer.” Ten
posters of the dog’s dead body were put up within
50 feet of the Arnett’s home, some facing their
house. Due to the intolerable situation, the Arnetts
decided that Ramoca subdivision and Palmer Lake
are not where they want to live anymore. They have
put their house up for sale.

Blane Pshigoda told the trustees he felt the
police were very professional and followed up on
every lead he gave them. He put up the signs in the
neighborhood, offering a reward of $1,000 for help
in finding his dog’s killer. He maintained that he
did so legally, following the advice of the animal
rights group, People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals.

Request for B & E Filling Station to expand
Contractor John Cressman presented a site plan
showing the proposed addition that would add 20
feet to the rear of the building. With the added
square footage, the building would require 20 park-
ing spaces. There are six spaces on site (behind the
building), and the restaurant would like to use 14
spaces of the town’s parking lot. Trustee Miner
mentioned that O’Malley’s, Bella Panini, and the
Villa also have parking problems, and have agreed
that lighted walkways from the town parking lot to
all the establishments would be desirable. Cress-
man said the merchants would get together and
make the improvements to the lot that would ben-
efit the town. Miner added that signage would be
needed on the backs of the buildings, to be visible
from the parking lot and to draw people visiting the
lake. Town Attorney Larry Gaddis warned against
setting a precedent and suggested forming a com-
mittee of three people to pursue the plan. Trustees
Miner, Jones, and Allen agreed to serve on the
committee.

Ballot issues
The trustees considered three issues for a special
election April 1. The first two would ask voters’
permission to retain excess revenue from FY 2002
and 2003 for use by the various departments of the
town; a third issue would propose an occupation
tax, or bed tax, on inns and lodges. Town Clerk
Della Gins noted that in the past, voters have never
denied the town the overage. “Last year was a
fluke,” said Gins, “because of the fire issue.” Some
voters opposed the mill levy (four mills) for Palmer
Lake’s volunteer fire
department. Gins ex-

accused the trustees of wasting the town’s money
with a special election. Trustee Kinney explained
that they were having a special election for the oc-
cupation tax, which they had to get on the ballot so
the town could collect revenue from local inns and
lodges. Shortly after the meeting, Gins found out
that TABOR law does not allow a special election
strictly for the purpose of addressing tax issues.
The April 1 special election has been canceled and
the tax issues will appear on the November ballot.
The meeting adjourned at 9:05.
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plained that the excess
revenue would not go
back to Palmer Lake
residents; in this case,
the money would go
back to a large cor-
poration that made a
lump sum payment of
$19,000 for sales tax
they owed for the past
five or six years.
Palmer Lake
resident Patrick Duffy
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Monument Board of Trustees Meetings Feb. 3

By Judy Barnes
5:30 p.m. Special Meeting

Trustee George Brown was absent. The special

meeting was called to discuss possible referen-

dum issues for the November ballot and to discuss
board goals. Six possible referendum issues were
discussed.

1. Retain excess revenue. This has been on a four-
year cycle. In the past three years, the 1999
ballot issue has allowed the town to retain as
much as $140,000 in FY1999 in the General
Fund and as much as $594,522 in FY2000 in
the Water Fund.

2. Lodging tax. Town Attorney Gary Shupp
described the legality of a statutory town being
able to place this on the ballot. He explained
the difference between a lodging tax and an
occupation tax. This would apply to any type
of lodging. As a statutory town, Monument
cannot impose a percent tax, but could do a
flat rate (i.e., $2 per occupied room per night).
Discussion ensued about how to set the amount
and where the money should go. Mayor Betty
Konarski noted, for example, that it could go to
an economic development fund. Town Attorney
Gary Shupp said he’d investigate if there could
be a sliding scale, based on what the lodging
establishment was charging. The Colorado
Municipal League has been asked to provide
the town with information concerning how
other statutory towns levied lodging taxes.

3. Debt for well no. 9 from unassigned proceeds
from the one-cent sales tax for water capital
improvements. A 1989 Referendum authorized
one cent of sales tax to be “pledged to assist in
the payment of water system improvements.”
This revenue is currently estimated to generate
$481,460in FY2003. Due to TABOR limitations
(established in the early 1990s) for enterprise
funds—such as the Water Fund-the Water
Fund can only accept $101,170 of this amount.
A second portion can pay for any general
obligation backed water debt, which is why the
Debt Service Fund was established. This fund’s
current annual principal and interest payments
are $257,075. However, these two portions do
not consume the entire $481,460—there is a
$123,215 portion remaining and unassigned.
It is this unassigned annual portion of the
one-cent water sales tax that the town manager

Rooms
e For Rent

Off Roller Coaster Road
Reasonable Rates ~ 484-0005

suggested could be applied to a new well (no.
9) via a voter-approved bond issue. This would
not be a new tax — simply the voters approving
the use of existing unassigned revenue for a
new debt instrument (bond) for a well using
projected unassigned revenue from FY2003—
FY2007 for a $910,505 well. The only legal
restriction (from the 1989 referendum) is that it
must be used for a water system improvement
(the town manager thinks this is for capital
system improvements). This would not result in
a tax increase for the voters; it is using existing
water revenue. So, the referendum question
would be, “Should the currently unassigned
portion of the one-cent sales tax (located in the
Town’s Debt Service Fund) dedicated by a 1989
Referendum to water system improvements be
used to pay the $910,505 debt for a new water
well?”

4. New debt for a Police Station/Town Hall. This
concept involves asking for new debt (a bond
issue) to help pay for a new Police Station/
Town Hall/Water Administration complex that
might include the Chamber of Commerce and
one or more special district offices that could
bring rent revenue to the mix. The difficulty
with a revenue source is that the town legally
cannot increase the sales tax above 3 percent
even with voter approval and asking the voters
to increase the property tax does not raise
significant revenues because each 1 percent of
increase is only $2,500 annually. This concept
will need a lot more work to maximize the
annual rent income. The town could make the
building large and rent out space in it—to the
Triview Metropolitan District for instance. It
could be a municipal complex.

5. Storm drainage improvements. With the
storm drainage study included in the FY2003
budget, funding for the anticipated capital
improvements from the study would be in
order for FY2004. However, as with the Town
Hall complex above, there is not a significant
revenue source to ask the voters to increase.

6. Home rule charter. This issue is on the board’s
retreat goals action plan. The town manager
asked if the board was inclined to direct the
staff to determine if there is time to establish
a charter committee now with a goal of a
referendum in November. The clerk will
research the timeline. The special meeting
adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

6:30 p.m. Regular Meeting
Public comments
Stephanie Johnson, vice president of the West Oak
Ridge Homeowners’ Association, appeared before
the board with several issues: red paint on the curbs
in front of fire hydrants is peeling; Candletree
Circle sidewalks are crumbling; the entry to the
neighborhood needs landscaping, and the group
needs to know where the boundaries are.

We Buy Mortgages and Other Notes

. Did you provide seller financing to sell your house?
« Are you tired of collecting those monthly payments?
« Would you like to sell that note for cash now?

We pay cash of all or part of those future payments.

Equity Capital Group
Lonnie and Jolene Wheeler, C.C.F.C
(719) 488-2172 www.EquityCapitalGroup.com

Resolution #5 in support of an amendment to
the Colorado Revised Statutes to prohibit a
county government from reducing
road and bridge taxes
This resolution supports a bill in front of the state
legislature, sponsored by Rep. Michael Merrifield,
that prohibits a county government from reducing
road and bridge taxes below the rate imposed on
Jan. 1, 2003 without the consent of the munici-
palities within the county. The Colorado Municipal
League, a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that
represents and serves Colorado’s cities and towns,
is willing to support Merrifield’s bill, but wants
municipalities to support it first. The bill would
prevent the kind of action taken by the El Paso
County Board of Commissioners that recently re-
duced the road and bridge tax by about $500,000
in order to make more funds available to pay for
new county jail facilities. This reduction withdrew
funds needed by the municipalities for maintenance
and repair of roads and bridges. The motion passed

unanimously by roll call vote.

Ordinance # 3-2003: Approving the
subdividing of the severed parcel north of the
town access road to Monument Lake
Trustee Glenda Smith said this ordinance should
have been presented with the park lane road ordi-
nance passed Jan. 21. Mayor Konarski agreed. The
motion passed five to one, with Smith dissenting,
due to the timing of the ordinance. Smith noted the
ongoing problem of receiving information so late
that they do not have enough time to examine it in

depth.
Disbursements over $5,000
The board approved the following payments:
1. Community Matters, Inc., $7,005.57
(Comprehensive Plan)
2. GMS, Inc., $7,038.94
(10/26/02 to 12/27/02 services)

Broiler Room status
Town Treasurer Judy Skrzypek reported there was
no change in the status of the Broiler Room water
tap fee receivable. Town Attorney Shupp also had
not heard from Jeff Jergensen, owner of the Broiler
Room. The balance due is $13,500. Shupp will send
a return receipt letter to Jergensen, letting him
know the town needs to hear from him within 30
days.

Report of administrative approval of

Puckett subdivision
The town planner approved an application by Dr.
Frank E. Puckett, for a final plat (replat) and a final
site plan. The application qualifies as a minor plat,
which is subject to administrative approval. The
property was originally platted as lots 7 and 8 of
Monument Addition No. 3, with the long dimension
of the lots platted in an east-west direction. The ap-
plicant wished to change the orientation of the lots
to a north-south direction to allow a second house
to be constructed on the proposed lot 2.

Request to develop new town logo
Mayor Konarski requested the board’s permission
to pursue a new Town of Monument logo. Since the
web site and the entry to town are both being rede-
signed, Konarski felt the logo needed to be updated.
One option would be to let the community, includ-
ing the Tri Lakes Center for the Arts, submit ideas.
Mayor Konarski will work with staff to develop the
ideas suggested by the trustees.
Farmer’s market

The summer outdoor market needs to find a new
location. First choice is the Big Red parking lot and
lawn. Approval of the District 38 school board is
required.

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. to go into ex-
ecutive session for legal advice regarding a recent
court case involving drainage.
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Monument Board of Trustees Meeting Feb. 18
By Judy Barnes Property donation from CDOT
Nathan Kamp, from Boy Scout Troop #17,led In January CDOT contacted the planning O SALE

the Pledge of Allegiance. Trustee Frank Orten

was absent.

Resolution authorizing a contract with the
Colorado Department of Transportation
(CDOT) for the Second Street sidewalk

project

The town received an enhancement grant
from CDOT for a sidewalk on the north side
of Second Street, from Highway 105 at the
Interstate 25 overpass westerly to Beacon
Lite Road. The town is responsible for the
design of the sidewalk and a 20 percent match
of $29,000. CDOT is responsible for the con-

struction as a change order to their overpass

project. The town’s match is budgeted. The
motion to approve passed unanimously.
Resolution adopting a
fee schedule for FY 2003

Town Manager Rick Sonnenburg presented

the FY 2002 fee schedule, which
had a few minor changes from
the previous schedule. Trustee
Doug Warner suggested that
next time the board receive a list
of comparable fees from other
municipalities in the region so
they could see if Monument’s
fees are in line with the others.
The resolution passed unani-
mously.

Final payment to XKE Con-

tractors

for Jackson Creek Parkway
The board voted unanimously to
approve payment. Mayor Betty
Konarski addressed complaints
about the uneven pavement on
Jackson Creek Parkway. CDOT
still has to add another lift to
their part of the road; then it will
match the pavement completed
by Monument. Trustees Glenda
Smith and Byron Glenn noted
the road should get top priority
for snow removal for the safety
of the high school students. Triv-
iew Metropolitan District has
not paid their share of the proj-
ect cost. Following a suggestion
by Glenn, Town Attorney Gary
Shupp will review if the town
can withhold Triview’s sales tax
share until they pay for Jackson
Creek Parkway.

Status of the Broiler Room

water bill

Town Treasurer Judy Skrzypek
reported that Jeff Jergensen,
owner of the Broiler Room,
signed the promissory note and
made another payment of $2,250
that day.

Report and discussion of per-

sonnel policies

Rick Sonnenburg conducted a
survey of municipal personnel
policies by sending a 32-ques-
tion survey to 50 cities, towns,
and counties. He provided a
summary of the 29 responses he
received, including his own rec-
ommendations. The board dis-
cussed some of the policies that
included termination at will vs.
for cause, progressive discipline,
and snow day pay.

department regarding whether or not the .
town would be interested in receiving a "1
small parcel of land located on the east side
of Interstate 25, north of State Highway 105.
Davenport did not see a need for the property,
but noted that it might be good for future an-
nexation by creating contiguity. However, the
parcel could be a liability, since it is not near
any other town property. CDOT did not give
a reason for wanting to give this land away.
Mayor Konarski noted the town could own
the land, but not necessarily annex it. Daven-
port will investigate the matter further.

At 8:20 p.m., the board went into executive
session to receive legal advice regarding the
Second Street eminent domain case.
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Thinking of Buying?

Buying a new home is a big decision. Allow me to guide you through your next
home purchase. I have a strong commitment to our community, and to serving
homebuyers in this market. My Home Buying Plan will help you find the home
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488-0009 — home office or 487-3326 — office direct line
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Driving along there arose such a clatter...

I rolled down the window to see
what was the matter. When what to
my wondering eyes should appear
but rocks and loose gravel to my
horror and surprise! “Whack” my
windshield was hit, right before my
own eyes!!

Recently we have had a few
snowstorms and with these storms
come the graveling of the roadways.
The gravel inevitably hits your
windshield causing damage.

Factors, which can help prevent
damage, are driving at slower
speeds, avoiding peak travel times,
and traveling alternate roads that
have fewer drivers.

Should you suffer from a
damaged windshield, there is hope.
Many people do not know their
windshield can be successfully
repaired. If you carry comprehensive
auto insurance on your vehicle,
repairs are usually free of charge.

“Free windshield repair is your
insurance company’s best kept
secret,” says Karen Evans of A
Chick & A Windshield Mobile
Repair in Monument. “Some agents
forget to tell their customers about
this important benefit. For those of
us who live in Colorado and have to
deal with flying gravel and broken
windshields all the time, it’s an
important fact to know!”

“Most damage only gets worse
with time. Sharp temperature
changes and stress being released
through the glass are the top factors
in chips and cracks spreading.
Proper windshield repair will
stabilize the damage and keep you
from having to replace your glass.
This way you can keep the
windshield intact until it really
warrants replacement” says Karen.

“Frequent visual inspections can
prolong the life of your windshield,”
says Karen. “Clean your windshield
often during the winter months, pay
special attention to small damages in
the outside 3 inches of the glass.
These damages will be responsible
for the majority of the cracks we
repair.”

Keep snow off your windshield
and the roof of your car. Cold snow
sliding from the roof down onto the
warm windshield can make cracks
split very quickly. If you notice
damage close to or above your
defroster vents be sure to get your
repair done before you need to use
your defrosters. Turning heat on a
cold windshield will again, make the
damage spread.

Chips up to the size of a fifty-
cent piece and cracks up to twenty-
four inches long can be successfully
repaired today with the right resin
and the right system. This saves
many windshields that would have
otherwise needed to be replaced.

“Our windshield repair system is
unique in the country. We have
recently received patents on our own
tool system designed by my
husband, Tim Evans. Tim has been
in the windshield repair industry for
the past 19 years and trained people
from all across the nation. His
expertise has lead to the
development of an incredible system
that far exceeds the current industry
standards,” says Karen Evans.

“We are entering our fourth year
in business in the Monument area.
We are proud to say our failure rate
for chip and long crack repair is less
than one half percent,” says Karen.
“Much of our success is because we
educate our customers about their
windshield and the science of
repairs.”

A Chick & A Windshield is a
repair first, replace only when
necessary shop. When they do
replacements they use original
equipment glass and top quality
urethanes along with top-notch
installation. No short cuts, no quick
tricks, and no hurry up bonuses are
paid for high numbers of
replacements done in a day. They
only do things the old fashioned
way, the right way.

Many people do not know a safe
windshield could save their life in an
accident. The windshield is one of
the most important safety features of

the car’s crash protection system. It
is responsible for up to 70% of the
occupant’s safety in a roll over
accident.

“The windshield literally holds
the roof up and keeps it from
crushing the occupants inside the
car. The passenger side air bag
explodes against the windshield in
an accident. = There have been
various accounts where an unsafe
windshield was blown out by the
airbag and the passengers were
ejected. Occupant ejection is the
number one cause of death in auto
accidents,” says Karen.

Proper repair and replacement is
a very important safety matter.
Cracked or improperly replaced
windshields will not perform in an
accident as the auto manufacturer
intended. Correctly repaired
windshields utilizing the right resins
pass all the government structural
and safety tests and will perform as
well as a new windshield.

An important factor to keep in
mind when you are ready to repair
your windshield is to make sure the
glass is completely dry. Once
moisture is inside the crack or chip it
must dry out (evaporate) before it
can be successfully repaired. Never
have a repair done right after a rain
or a car wash. Two to three hours of
bright sun are wusually required
before a repair can be done
correctly.

Resins cannot push moisture out
of the damaged area if there is water
in it. “We have people stop and tell
us they had a repair done after a car
wash and that now it looks worse;
the damage reappeared or continued
to spread. The real reason is there
was no resin injected because it
couldn’t be. “We never repair wet
damages. We value our customers
and want them to return,” says
Karen.

For more details you may call
Karen Evans at A Chick & A
Windshield Mobile Repair in
Monument at 487-8900.
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Triview metro board
meeting Feb. 26

By Judy Barnes
The Triview Metropolitan Dis-
trict Board of Directors held its
regular monthly meeting Feb.
26. Two Jackson Creek residents
other than board members were
in attendance.
District manager’s report

Ron Simpson, Triview dis-
trict manager, reported that there
was nothing new regarding Wal-
Mart.

Simpson noted that 100
signs were up on the east side
of the Preble’s Meadow Jumping
Mouse habitat, warning people
to stay out of the habitat area.
Miles Grant and Jackson Creek
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Land Company split the cost of
the signs. Simpson said that if the
signs do not work, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife could require a six-foot
high chain link fence enclosing
the mouse habitat, which would
be expensive and unsightly.

Regarding landscaping along
Leather Chaps, Simpson received
two bids that were unaccept-
able—one too high, the other
too low—and was rebidding the
project.

Development status

Rick Blevins, Jackson Creek
Vision Development Company,
reported that CLC Associates, a
commercial development com-
pany based in Denver, is
preparing a preliminary
alignment, profile, and cost
estimate to complete Jack-
son Creek Parkway from
Highway 105 to Struthers
Road.

Blevins also described
a proposed commercial
development, Monument
Town Center, to be located
on commercial property
between [-25 and Jackson
Creek Parkway, northwest
of King Soopers. The cen-
ter could accommodate
two or three big box stores
along with smaller retail
businesses and restaurants.

Attorney Peter
Susemihl reported that
Miles Grant of Monument
Properties agreed to pay
for a new well to serve
the 91 lots that he plans
to develop. Grant has two
parcels of land; one north
of King Soopers, across
Lyon’s Tail, and the other
east of King Soopers be-
tween the shopping center
and Carriage Park.

Wastewater treatment
plant
Simpson informed the
board that discussions were
underway to determine
the best way to expand the
water treatment plant that
currently serves Donala,
Forest Lakes, and Triview.
sesfeskesieoskeskeoskeskeoskoskosk

The Triview Metropolitan
District board of direc-
tors normally meets on
the fourth Wednesday of
each month, at 6:30 p.m.,
at the district office, 174 N.
Washington St. The next
meeting will be March 26.

For further informa-
tion, contact the Triview
Metropolitan District at
488-6868.
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Important vote facing the Heights s iaow
Licansed Manioursf
af Tarr Linos
By G. B. “Steve” Stephenson draft of the documents. In the fall of 2002, a local Speciaiizing in Acryfics, Fboerglass, Silks,
Vice President/Treasurer, HJCCO law firm was selected to assist in the drafting of the Manicures, Pedicures
Residents of the Heights at Jackson Creek have amended covenants and related bylaws.
15% O all Sarvicas for

been working for a year to form a homeowners
association to be called the Heights at Jackson
Creek Community Organization (HJICCO), amend
the community’s covenants, and establish a set of
bylaws for the operation of the HICCO. A public
meeting will be held March 13, with a vote follow-
ing in April. A recounting of the steps followed in
this process should be helpful to Heights residents
and residents of other areas interested in forming a
homeowners association.
Background

In Jackson Creek, there are a number of subdivi-
sions or filings. The Heights consists of Filing No.
1 and Filing No. 2, and includes 313 homes among
the approximately 560 that are occupied to date
within the Triview Metropolitan District.

The builder for Filings 1 and 2 was Elite Prop-
erties of America, Inc., better known as Classic
Homes. Classic Homes filed a set of Covenants,
Conditions and Restrictions for Filings 1 and 2 with
the El Paso County Court. In addition, to comple-
ment the covenants, a set of design standards was
filed. The filing of these documents constituted the
establishment of a Covenant Controlled Commu-
nity under Colorado law. Any buyer of property in
The Heights at Jackson Creek has agreed to and has
the responsibility to abide by the covenants.

The stated purpose of the covenants is, “a) to
protect and enhance the quality, value, aesthetic,
desirability and attractiveness of the property; b) to
define certain duties, powers, and rights of owners
of lots within the property; and c) to define certain
duties, powers and rights of the Declarant.” The
Declarant was Classic Homes.

Until the fall of 2001, Classic Homes managed
the affairs of The Heights to include those cases in-
volving covenants compliance. In September 2001,
Classic Homes, following provisions in the cov-
enants, transferred covenants management to The
Heights’ property owners. The covenants called for
a three-person property owner board to manage
the community’s affairs. Classic Homes solicited
volunteers from the community. On September 30,
2001, Classic Homes filed with the El Paso County
Court a Reconstitution and Assignment of Approv-
ing Authority for The Heights at Jackson Creek
Filing No. 1 and Filing No. 2, officially transferring
covenants management to the property owners.

The three-person board then set about organiz-
ing and determining priorities. The board immedi-
ately recognized that the inherited covenants were
not sufficient to effectively and efficiently run the
organization. There were missing provisions such
as those administrative procedures found in a set
of bylaws. Errors were also found. Of paramount
concern was the absence of annual assessments or
dues that would fund the expenses of managing the
community’s affairs.

These findings were presented to property
owners by mailings, public meetings, and surveys
during the spring of 2002. Feedback from property
owners reflected solid support for amending the
covenants to include a limited annual assessment,
correction of errors, and preparation of a set of
bylaws.

With no continuing source of funds, some prop-
erty owners contributed money to pay for the initial
administrative expenses of organizing the HICCO.
Subsequently, Classic Homes contributed funds in
support of the organization and its efforts to amend
the covenants. With these limited financial resourc-
es, the board continued to organize itself to include
the establishment of sector coordinators and other
volunteers to assist in the day-to-day management
of the community’s affairs.

Considerable effort has gone into the drafting
of the amended covenants and related documents.
The HJICCO board researched and wrote the initial

Much effort has also gone into working with
the Triview Metropolitan District Board and staff
to better understand their role in providing services
to The Heights’ residents. The first area of concen-
tration was the general physical appear-
ance of The Heights. The district has
recently committed to spend additional
funds in 2003 to protect, maintain, and
improve the parks, trails, and common
areas.

Status
By March 1, incorporation of HICCO
as a Colorado nonprofit corporation is
to be completed and draft amendments
to the covenants and the draft bylaws
are to be mailed to all 313 Heights
property owners. The most significant
change in the covenants is the addition
of an annual assessment. Based on a
draft budget for the organization, the

2003 assessment for each lot was set
at $89 per year ($7.42 per month). The
annual assessment will be increased or
decreased annually based on expenses.
At the request of the property owners,
a maximum increase of 5 percent per
year will be permitted.
Community meeting Mar. 13

A public meeting will be held Mar. 13,
7 p.m., at Creekside Middle School to
give a short history of the HICCO’s ac-
tivities over the last year, to discuss the

Monument

Sundance Studio off Hwy 105
Near the Woodmoor Vet 2 mi. E. of I-25

9:15-10:15 am Tues*, Thurs*
Gleneagle
Family of Christ Lutheran
Church, 675 Baptist Road
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bylaws and the amend-

ments to the covenants,
and to solicit comments
and suggestions.

Following the public
meeting, the bylaws will
be revised and adopted
by the board and then
annually reviewed and
revised as needed. The
amendments to the cov-
enants will be revised
and final copies and a
ballot will be mailed
to property owners on
April 3.

Ballots must be
completed, signed, and
returned to the HJCCO
attorney’s  office in
Monument by April 24.
In order for the amended
covenants to take effect,
two-thirds of the prop-
erty owners must vote in
favor. This all-important
vote will culminate a
year’s work. Continued
interest, support, and
communications ~ with
neighbors  concerning
this project and com-
munity issues are para-

caught off guard!

Revitalizing Eye Rescue

If this is your idea of an eye treatment - come to us as fast
as you can! Our insanely great eye treatment will astound you
with its results. Hi-tech combined with intense botanicals and
vitamins will firm and tone the eye area in a way you've never
seen before. But before you get here, have your answer ready
for the question "What's different about you?" so you won't be

Purchase an eye product of at least $25 or a booster
product and receive a free treatment. Have a spa facial and
add an eye treatment for only $10 (reg. $25). Appointments
and supplies are limited. Call now - and then start working on
your answer. Creativity counts! Offer ends 4/4/03.
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If you have questions
or suggestions, contact
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G.B. Stephenson at 488-
2327 or by e-mail at
peakview(@codenet.net;
Kevin Barszcz, Vice
President/Secretary
at 487-0241; or Bob
Lowes, Vice President/
Administration at 488-

In the Jackson Creek Shopping Center
1036 W. Baptist Rd.

487-9895 (Messages: 487-8401)

Come see the Dermalogica mark-down basket!

5605.
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School board puts bond issue on hold Feb. 20

By Tommie Plank
The District 38 School Board has decided not to put
a bond issue on the ballot this coming November.
Terry Casey of RBC Dain Rauscher, the district’s
bond counsel, presented information on the tax
impact to property owners. A new facility to house

an additional 12,000 students, whether a second
high school or an expansion to the present high
school campus is built, will cost approximately $40
million. Assessed valuation in the state has gone
down, and the district now does not have the bond-
ing capacity to legally ask for enough money to

build either high school project in its

NEED MORE ROOM?

CALL

LET'S FINISH THAT BASEMENT!

Rew “Thompaon

entirety, regardless of which option
might be selected. Casey said the
tax burden to property owners would
be many times greater than has ever
been requested, and noted that prop-
erty taxes will increase anyway to
pay the current indebtedness, even
without a new bond issue. Smaller
bond issues to phase in construction
projects would not do much to miti-
gate the cost to taxpayers. His advice
to the board, in light of this informa-
tion and the current economic uncer-

(719) 481-0312

Licensed

Insured

tainty, was against a bond question in
the near future.
The board will continue its

investigation of the two high schools versus an
expanded high school campus in a series of com-
munity forums. The present rate of growth will
necessitate something being done soon. The high
school is nearly at capacity now, and modular
units will most likely be required next school year.
The board felt that this delay should be used as an
educational opportunity. “Whatever is eventually
decided (a second high school or expansion to the
campus),” said one board member, “people that
have moved here largely because of the reputation
of the schools should remember that the district 38
board and administrators, with the support of the
community, have a history of providing the very
best educational opportunities and facilities pos-
sible. That will not change.”

Monument Mayor Betty Konarski and Town
Planner Mike Davenport presented their visions for
developing Monument into “Old Town” and “New
Town” areas. Old Town, along Second Street from
[-25 to Monument Lake, would be a pedestrian-
friendly area of historic buildings and historic-
looking small shops. New Town would be a multi-

generational center with

www.teamarends.com
Listing Liquidation Sale!!!
Prices slashed for immediate sale....

Lewis-Palmer High School
and the proposed YMCA
joining together to provide
various educational, arts,
and recreational activities.
A system of trails to connect
the two areas is also part of
the vision.

Save $65,000!!!
Available Immediately

Timbertop Ct-MLS#353197

Was $379,900-Now $314-900

Timberlane Ct-MLS

#353823

Was $649,00-Now $585,000
Save $64,000!!!
Seller will negotiate even

An updated three-year
District Technology Plan was
presented. District Technol-
ogy Supervisor Steve Endi-
cott and the technology team
worked for several weeks to
update the district’s plan,
focusing on information lit-
eracy with student learning
at the center. There is also a
very large staff development
component; this plan will
form the foundation for us-
ing technology in all areas of
the district. Endicott, along
with the members of the
Tech Team—Rick Tanski,
Roy Saye, Tracey Lehman,
and Robert Templin—were
all commended for the many

CLASSIC HOMES GRANBY RANCHER.
END OF A CUL-DE-SAC ON A 0.5 ACRE
TREED LOT WITH AMAZING VIEWS!
ENJOY DECORATOR TOUCHES
AMENITIES INCLUDE: CEILING FANS, 10
FOOT CEILINGS, HUNTER DOUGLAS
CUSTOM BLINDS, RECESSED LIGHTING
ALL NEUTRAL DECOR.

LARGE FINISHED BASEMENT

FINISHED 2.5 CAR GARAGE.
WONDERFUL VIEWS OF AFA AND PIKE'S
PEAK ON CUSTOM DECK & PATIO

THIS IS ONE-LEVEL LIVING AT IT'S BEST!

more for end of May Closing

JUST REMODELED AND UPGRADED
MOUNTAIN LODGE W/VIEWS & ACREAGE!
SCHOOL DISTRICT 20 * JUST MINUTES
FROM CHAPEL HILLS MALL

END OF A QUIET, TREED, CUL DE SAC *
3-CAR GARAGE/SHOP +RV GARAGE
PRIVATE OVERSIZED DECK & PATIO WITH
BEAUTIFUL ROCKY MOUNTAIN VIEWS
DON'T LET THE "YEAR BUILT" FOOL
YOU...THIS HOME HAS BEEN CONTINU-
ALLY UPDATED

For more about these homes or any others available in the
area, contact Team Arends TODAY:

TEAM ARENDS—John & Judy Arends, Brooke Mitchell, Melanie Fortin

RE/MAX Properties, Inc.
Direct: 719-590-4739 or 800-325-0463 x1139 fax 719-264-5420

arends@pcisys.net

www.teamarends.com

hours they devoted to devel-
oping the plan.

A Board Commendation
was given to Olga Fitzger-
ald, who invites special edu-
cation students in district 38
to experience horseback rid-
ing at her Leather and Grace
stable as part of their physi-
cal education program.

Dr. Jeff Ferguson ac-
knowledged Superintendent
Ted Bauman, who was rec-
ognized for being named the
Honor Administrator by the
Colorado Music Educators
Association for his support
of music education.

sesfeseoskoskoskeokeoskoskosk

The next regular meeting
of the Board of Education
will be Thursday, March 20.
The meetings are held at the
Administration Building at
Second and Jefferson, and
begin at 7 p.m.
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Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District board meeting Feb. 20

By John Heiser
Potential merger with other fire districts in
the Tri-Lakes area was a major topic of dis-
cussion at the Feb. 20 regular meeting of the
Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board of
Directors.

District merger working group meeting
Tri-Lakes district president Charlie Pocock
reported that at the Feb. 4 joint working group
meeting, he sensed a change in direction. In-
stead of a bottom-up approach based on com-
monality of policies and procedures between
the departments, he concluded the plan is to
approach merger from the top down looking
at the structure of the governing body and the
property tax mill levy. Pocock said with the
top-down approach, details such as person-
nel manuals do not matter because only the
resulting district’s policies and procedures
will be in force.

Pocock added that the working group
is now talking about inclusion rather than
consolidation. With consolidation of two dis-
tricts, both are dissolved and a new district
is formed that encompasses both former dis-
tricts boundaries. Inclusion means that one of
the districts is merged into the other.

District treasurer John Hildebrandt ex-
pressed concern that the Woodmoor-Monu-
ment district board tabled the proposal for
the Tri-Lakes district to provide ambulance
service to both districts. He said, “That would
be a definite benefit to Woodmoor-Monument
district residents. Tabling this proposal is not
within the spirit of working together. If this
was one district, that would not be an issue.”
The Woodmoor-Monument district has para-
medics but currently contracts with Ameri-
can Medical Response (AMR) for ambulance
service. An AMR ambulance is often kept at
the Wescott station on Gleneagle Drive near
Baptist Road. Citing the Tri-Lakes district’s
ambulance better response time for most of
the Tri-Lakes area, Pocock said, “Getting
the patient to the emergency room is what is
really important.” Vice chair Oscar Gillespie
added, “They have to realize the benefit we
are offering to their residents.”

Pocock reported that the maps for the
five-minute drive time coverage areas for
the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department,
the Tri-Lakes district, the Woodmoor-Monu-
ment district, and the Donald Wescott Fire
Protection District have been combined into
one map. In the overlapping areas, more than
one district can reach those areas within five
minutes.

The map also shows several areas that
cannot be reached by any of the districts
within five minutes. One such area is near
1-25 and County Line Road. Tri-Lakes chief
Robert Denboske reported that Tri-Lakes per-
sonnel recently drove the routes to that area
and concluded that the area can be reached
from the existing Tri-Lakes and Woodmoor-
Monument stations within five minutes. The
map is being updated.

Other areas with potential response time
problems are Pine Hills, Twin Valley, and
Highway 83 south of Hodgen. Collecting ad-
ditional drive time data will refine the extent
of the problem.

The working group is using the combined
coverage map to determine what changes to
station locations would provide the best re-
sponse time improvements. One possibility
being discussed is relocation of the present
Woodmoor-Monument station to King’s Deer
Point and Furrow Road.

Pocock noted, “If we chose six minute

_
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drive times, we wouldn’t have a problem. It
is really a decision for the new board [of the
combined district].”

Director Rick Barnes said, “My biggest
concern is that we are inundating staff with
merger-related tasks. We need to keep this
district functioning.”

Financial Report
Hildebrandt reported that district expenses
are currently running about 3 percent under
budget.
Chief’s Report

Chief Denboske reported that the district
handled 65 calls in January. The breakdown
was 28 medical, 17 fire, 13 traffic accidents, 5
public assists, and 2 hazardous materials. 33
people were transported to area hospitals.

Denboske also reported that the district
has been restored to full membership in the
North End Group of fire chiefs. All automatic
mutual aid agreements have been restored.

EMS Report

Ron Thompson, assistant chief and Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) coordinator,
reported that the district is making progress
implementing the new software for medical
services billing and trip report writing. He
said the district is on schedule to meet the
April 2003 deadline for electronic billing to
Medicare. He said the district will also be
Health Information Protection Act (HIPA)
compliant by next month. HIPA mandates
privacy of medical patient information.

Thompson noted that Tri-Lakes has been
certified to provide training on ice rescue
techniques. He added that there were two dog
ice rescues this year.

Station 2

Pocock reported that an agreement has been
signed with the Great Divide Water Company
that owns the well next to Station 2. Under the
agreement, the district can use up to 54,000
gallons of water per month. Ninety percent of
the water used will be counted toward Great
Divide’s water augmentation programs. The
agreement calls for protection of the wellhead
and allows for parking near the wellhead by
Station 2 personnel.

Barnes said his architectural firm will
restart work on the project next week. The
effort was put on hold awaiting the agreement
with Great Divide.
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The Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District board
normally meets at 7 pm on the third Thursday
of each month at the district firechouse, 18650
Highway 105 (near the bowling alley). The
next meeting will be held Mar. 20. It is to be a
joint meeting with the Woodmoor-Monument
district.

For more information, call Chief Denbo-
ske at 481-2312.

TLFPD director and treasurer John Hildebrandt points out
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areas of concern on the combined response time map. Seated
clockwise from the left: Chief Robert Denboske, Director

Gary Morgan, President Charlie Pocock, Vice President Oscar

Gillespie, Director Rick Barnes, Administrative Assistant Paula

Abrahamson, and Assistant Chief and EMS Manager Ron

Hea

Hea

Thompson.
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Natural Skin Care Products
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Belgium Chocolate

Ithy Snack Items

Consignment Art by Local Artists
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Handmade Soaps
Wood-Turned Bowls and Vases
Hand-Painted Scarves
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Our professional services:

Classical Homeopathy

Nutritional Counseling

Personalized Supplement Consultation
Bio-Identical HRT Consultation
Natural Pet Remedies

Bridget Biolchini, ND, RPh

Karen Zappone, CN
481-8832

www.secondopinion.cc
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NEPCO meeting Feb. 1 features commissioner Williams

County commissioner Wayne Williams spoke to about 40 people at the NEPCO meeting Feb. 1.

By John Heiser

At the Feb. 1 meeting of the Northern El Paso
County Coalition of Community Associations
(NEPCO), newly elected county commissioner
Wayne Williams responded to residents’ questions
and comments. Williams was sworn in Jan. 14 to
represent district 1 that includes the Tri-Lakes area
and extends south to Flintridge and Academy in
Colorado Springs.

About 40 people attended the meeting. Numer-
ous northern El Paso County homeowner associa-
tions and residential areas were represented at the
meeting including Bent Tree, Chaparral Hills, Fal-
con’s Nest, Gleneagle, Fox Run, King’s Deer, Nich-
las Court, Sun Hills, The Heights at Jackson Creek,
and the Woodmoor Improvement Association

Election results
NEPCO President Steve Sery announced that the
newly elected officers are Dave Swanson, Falcon’s
Nest resident, as vice president; Bob Swedenburg,
Gleneagle resident, as secretary, Beth Courrau,
Woodmoor resident, as facilitator. Chaparral Hills
resident Sery continues as chair and King’s Deer
resident Glenn Scott continues as treasurer.
Land Use Committee Report

Bill Eckert, land use committee (LUC) vice-chair,
described how the land use committee reviews land
use proposals and prepares comments that are for-
warded to the county planning department, county
planning commission, and the board of county

commissioners. He said, “Our job is to take care

of people who live here.” Eckert summarized the

LUC’s responses to the following recently reviewed

land development proposals:

1. Struthers Ranch - The LUC comments raised
concerns about the Struthers Ranch sketch
plan density transitions to Chaparral Hills and
Gleneagle. Eckert said, “Density transition is a
big thing around here.”

2. Wal-Mart - Eckert said, “We did not give
them a religious no.” He went on to say that
if improvements to Baptist Road are not
constructed before the Wal-Mart is built,
“We will find new elected officials.” The
improvements are needed to restore public
safety that would be compromised from the
doubling of Baptist Road traffic that would result
from the project. Other comments opposed the
request for Planned Unit Development (PUD)
zoning, supported the county’s 300-year water
supply requirement, and raised concerns about
neighborhood transition issues, drainage, and
potential environmental pollution from de-
icing and other chemicals.

3. Monument Business Park - LUC comments
on the project south of County Line Road
and east of 1-25, raised water supply, density
transition, and traffic issues.

4. Smith Creek drainage basin study - The
LUC provided comments on the study that

was approved Jan. 21 by the county planning

commission.

5. Flying Horse Ranch — The LUC cited the
proposed use of groundwater for golf course
irrigation as a major issue. The Flying
Horse Ranch project immediately south of
Northgate Road and west of Highway 83
covers approximately 1600 acres and includes
more than 3,000 dwelling units on about 700
acres, more than 200 acres of office and light
industrial, about 100 acres of commercial
and retail, a K-12 school site, a conference
center-resort, and a private golf course. The
project has requested annexation to Colorado
Springs. While that request is being processed,
the developer requested permission from the
county to do grading and seed and irrigate the
golf course.

LUC chair Dave Swanson added, “If you don’t play

in your local government, somebody else will and

it will probably be a developer. We stand to lose
something important while we are not paying at-
tention.”

Wayne Williams

Williams described efforts to improve communica-

tion between the board of county commissioners

and the voters. The recent series of “Open Road

Tour” meetings included the one held at Lewis-

Palmer High School Feb. 11 [See article, page 3].
Williams explained the county organization

of five districts and the other elected officials and

departments with whom the county commissioners
must interact. He noted that there are seven elected
officials who do not answer to the board and added,

“We can’t tell them how to run their departments,

subject only to some funding input from us.”

He explained the various boards and govern-
ment organizations that he will be working with:
the planning commission, the parks advisory
board, the sheriff’s office, the coroner’s office, and
the housing authority. He added that the planning
commission, the housing authority, and the parks
board need volunteers.

Williams further explained that he has been
designated as the county commission liaison for
law enforcement issues. He has also been appointed
to other positions including the board of the Baptist
Road Rural Transportation Authority (BRRTA).

Williams noted, “El Paso County takes the least
taxes of the top ten counties along the Front Range.
Douglas County gets $503 per citizen whereas El
Paso County gets $147.” He added, “We may not
have the money to do some of the neat things other
counties do.”

He provided a brief history of the county

(Continued on page 15)

Questions and concerns were raised by many of the residents including Dave Swanson (Left) and and Tom O’Malley (Right)
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jail and courthouse. He said the
Criminal Justice Center jail is
overwhelmed due to population
growth in El Paso County. He said,
“If you don’t like who is sent to jail,
contact your state legislator.” Re-
garding the courthouse, Williams
said that over the past decade five
judges have been added. Five more
will be needed within the next five
years. “We are exceeding the fire
code requirements when jurors are
summoned.” He said the county is
currently selecting an architect to
design the courthouse expansion,
which is scheduled for completion
in 2004. He outlined several alter-
natives to be considered.

Williams was critical of the use
of county funds to support bus ser-
vice saying, “These decisions were
all made before I got there.” He said
the subsidy has at times exceeded
$1,000 per rider and asked, “Is this
the best use of those funds?”

He stressed the importance
of county cooperation with other
government agencies, including the
towns of Palmer Lake and Monu-
ment, saying, “We are trying to
work with local government up
here.”

Swanson asked why the board
of county commissioners approved
the revised, higher density Struthers
Ranch sketch plan despite the plan-
ning commission’s recommenda-
tion for denial. Williams said the
vote was very close (3-2). He added
that usually the board goes along
with the planning commission’s
recommendations, however, “The
buck rests with the elected officials;
however, if the PC says it’s a bad
idea, I want to know why.”

Swedenburg described BRRTA
as a mutation of normal govern-
ment and asked, “Would you take
an initiative to abolish BRRTA and
take the road under normal county
maintenance?” Williams said he
has concerns about the efficacy of
BRRTA and intends to fix the prob-
lems and make the organization
work. He went on to say, “Frankly,
county and city developers build
roads.” Typically, the county takes
over responsibility for maintenance.
Williams said, “There is a $40 mil-
lion backlog in road maintenance.”
Swedenburg suggested, “If you
can’t fix the roads, don’t approve
development. If you are going to al-
low development, fix it first. I lost a
friend who died on Baptist Road.”

Tom O’Malley, who worked
for 13 years as a city manager in
Michigan, asked about the role of

the Tri-Lakes Comprehensive Plan
in the commissioners’ deliberations
on land use. Williams said, “It is a
valuable document. It is something
I look at. It is not a waste of time.”
He added that comprehensive plans
are advisory and not determina-
tive.

Courrau described traffic en-
forcement problems in the Wood-
moor area and said, “Sheriff Make-
ta feels his hands are tied because
the board of county commissioners
funds the sheriff’s department. I
encourage you to support additional
funding.” Williams said he would
talk to the sheriff about options to
provide more traffic enforcement in
the Woodmoor area.

The audience applauded when
Woodmoor resident Ron Yami-
olkoski said, “It is not the responsi-
bility of government to make devel-
opers whole, to make their projects
work. The reality is that we have all
made an investment.” He added that
each community has a quality of
life, a character, an image it wants
to project. He said, “Wal-Mart is
not in keeping with the character of
this community.” Williams replied,
“It is a concern [ am aware of. Indi-
vidual property owners have rights
and the surrounding property own-
ers have rights.”

Williams closed by saying it
is very clear to him that NEPCO
is involved with land use issues
and wants land use management
in northern El Paso County to con-
tinue to involve its residents.

Sery asked members what they
would like to see at general mem-
bership meetings. Yamiolkoski
suggested it would be very useful
to have past guest speakers return
to give updates on topics like water
usage and county planning and thus
maintain a strategic dialog.

skeskesteskeoskeoskeskokokosk
Portions of this article were based
on minutes taken by NEPCO secre-
tary Bob Swedenburg.

The next NEPCO meeting will
be held April 5, 9:30 a.m., at the
Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor
Drive, across from Lewis-Palmer
Middle School.

For more information about
NEPCO, contact Steve Sery at 488-
8533 or seryj@earthlink.net.

Commissioner Wayne Wil-
liams’ direct phone number is
520-6411. His email address is
waynewilliams@elpasoco.com.
The county’s website address is
www.elpasoco.com.

LIBERTY CLOGGERS
PASSED THEIR AUDITION AND ARE
PERFORMING IN DISNEYLAND
JULY 25-28!!

CONGRATULATIONS

If you would like to
join one of our clogging teams
or learn to clog,
call for additional information
Classes for all ages and levels.
(719) 488-2172

Directed by Jolene Wheeler
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Who’'s #1 in Real Estate?
YOU!!

“At Stuart Scott, Ltd. it’s not about how many
homes we’ve sold...
It’s all about you, the client.”

MARK RUDOLPH
Your Northern Colorado Springs Resident Realtor

tel. 578-8801 ext. 122 fax. 578-8808
mobile 492-3974
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Woodmoor Improvement Association
February meeting

By Chris Pollard
The Woodmoor Improvement Association (WIA)
met only once in February because of snow. Susan
Cooley, vice president of the WIA before the recent
election, chaired the meeting, Feb. 19.

The only item raised by a visitor was from Glo-
ria Ingram, who had concerns with the new weeds
and mowing proposal. In response, the board noted
that more than 150 responses had been received
by e-mail regarding this issue and that a commit-
tee will be formed with representatives from both
sides of the issue. John Otino, recently elected to
the board, added that he thought the new rules
should more clearly address noxious weeds. There
were also some concerns over the exact nature of
responsibility for the condition of the county ease-
ment next to the roads.

In line with requests to better control the time
schedule for board meetings, Susan Cooley an-
nounced that in the future, visitor comments would
be limited to three minutes each at the start of the
meeting.

Election of new officials followed. Cooley was
unanimously elected the new WIA president. John
Otino was elected vice president. Wayne Pinkstaff
was assigned to the covenant director’s position.
Bonnie Hawkins, the third new board member,
was assigned to the Forestry and Common Areas
position. All other returning members of the board
remained in their positions.

In her president’s report, Cooley noted that in
the future, meeting agendas would be published
on the Friday before meeting. She also handed out
a list of items that had come up on the agenda in

previous meetings that might still

e R e

need to be addressed. Pinkstaff
was assigned to run the meet-
ings to investigate the proposed

weeds and mowing rules. Fur-
ther research and work was also
slated regarding satellite dishes,

Small lawns to Acreage

Lawn
Maintenance

Aerating, Fertilizing,
Seeding, Power Raking

Hauling

All Types

Farm
Maintenance

Mowing Services

No JoB TOO SMALL * NO JoB TOO BIG
Residential & Commercial

« Landscape
Consulting

Do It Yourselfers -
We'll Help You Plan!

e Fences

Split Rail, Wire, Picket, Vinyl

e Tree Service
Trimming, Pruning &
Removal

« Retaining Walls

Timber, Keystone, Boulder

fence rules, and the issue of the
Walters’ property development in
South Woodmoor.

John Haines, director of the
architectural control committee
(ACC), announced that there were
only two new homes approved for
the month and no additions. Two
more roofing colors had been
approved by the ACC, and these
may be added to the permanent
list by vote at another meeting.

Kevin Nielsen, chief of
Woodmoor Public Safety, re-
, ported on his meeting with the
_ '|' county sheriff regarding possibly

| employing county officers to pa-

llh trol the Woodmoor area. Given
that residents are already pay-
[ ing for similar services directly
A 1) through property taxes and given
questions of who would direct
their efforts, the matter remained
unresolved.

Camilla Mottl, executive
director, gave a summary of the
responses to the e-mail request
for input on the proposed weeds
and mowing rules. It was noted
that there were more than 150

, with 68 people for

Tractor Work, Hay Stacking
Corral Repair

Licensed & Insured ¢ Free Estimates
 References Available ¢

719-481-4996 or
877- 332 4776 (tollfree)

|- responses
|{I the new rule and 50 against. The

remainder of the responses did
not give a direct for or against
response but provided comments
and suggestions. More than 1,300
people were polled in this survey.
sieskeoskeoskeoskoskokokoskosk

The next meeting of the WIA
board will be March 5. The board
normally meets the first and
third Wednesday each month,
7 p.m., at the Woodmoor Barn,
1691 Woodmoor Drive. For in-
formation, call 488-2694 or visit
www.woodmoor.org.
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Oil company discusses initial

plans for Mount

By Tim Watkins

Owner, Balanced Rock Bike and Ski
A meeting to discuss the proposed oil drill-
ing lease easement on the area around Mount
Herman Road was held Feb. 19 with about
thirty people in attendance.

Dyad Oil Company from Midland, Texas,
has a lease on several thousand acres of forest
service land, and began the process of search-
ing for oil and gas several months ago. The
company did find possible geological sites
about four miles up the road and has begun
the initial process for drilling exploratory
wells. The forest service and Dyad is working
on the best possible ways to go about this.

Tim Grantham from the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice spoke to the group about the possibili-

Herman drilling

ties and the likelihood of Dyad pursuing the
endeavor. There are some arrangements that
have begun, but Dyad has not completed all
of the required forms at this point. The com-
pany will be drilling from the eastern side
under Mount Herman into a site on the other
side under Limbaugh Canyon.

The meeting was informative, but incon-
clusive. Community involvement is the next
step for concerned citizens. More information
can be obtained by contacting the U.S. Forest
Service district office in Colorado Springs,
636-1602, and the local trails advocacy group
Friends of Monument Preserve through Bal-
anced Rock Bike and Ski, 488-9007.

the pilates method

develops
the body

uniformly,
corrects
wrong
postures,
restores
vitality,
invigorates
the mind,
and elevates
the spirit.

-Joseph H. l C E?hetlg é etxgc[;se science

Pilates certified pilates instructor

1750 lake woodmoor riv?
monument,colorado

80132

719-440-3799

Support Our

Community

Advertise in
OCN

We offer very
inexpensive ads. Our
rates are a fraction of
what you would pay

in local commercial
newspapers.
For more
information,
see page 27
of this issue
or call
John Heiser,
Advertising Editor

488-9031.
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Safety Security Window Film

Terrorist Activity / Bomb Blasts / Street Crime / Burglary
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(Examples of a Class “C” explosion)
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(Add this to any glass)

th Frame Gard Anchoring Systems

* Minimizes risk of personal injury from broken glass * Deters forcible entry * Reduces liability
* Cost effective alternative to replacing windows and framing * Can be installed in a finished
environment without disrupting business * Limits “smash & grab” burglary.

We offer a full line of:

*Ceramic Window Films
*Metalized Window Films

* Anti-Etch Graffiti Films
*Security/Safety Films
*Designer Frost/Opaque Films
*Blinds

Impact - ANSI Z-97 * Blast mitigation - GSA Performance Criteria * Puncture strength - ASTM D-1004
Tear strength - ASTM D-1004 * Surface burn characteristics - ASTM E-84 * Break strength - 3501b/inch

“Call for a free estimate today”
Visa & Master card Accepted
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Letters to Our Community

Darlene Armstrong
Colorado Artist

SANTA FE TRAIL JEWELRY

719-481-0250 B 125 Second St.

Historic Downtown Monument
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INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO
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USAN’S PLACE

AT TWIN PINES
for an appointment call

719.488.9866
Susan L. Miner, asid

Letter Guidelines
Our Community News welcomes letters to the
editor on topics of general interest. The OCN
editorial board has established a policy that we
do not knowingly print letters that have appeared
in substantially the same form elsewhere.

Please include full name, home address, and
day and evening phone numbers. A limit of 300
words is recommended. Letters may be edited for
length, grammar, and accuracy. Send your letter
to our_community news@hotmail.com or mail
to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, Monu-
ment, Colorado 80132-1742.

In response to recent problems receiving
e-mail, if you send your letter by e-mail, we
will send an e-mail acknowldegement. If you
do not receive an acknowledgement, please call
481-4164 to confirm that we have received your
letter.

BRRTA’s Bait And Switch

At the Baptist Road Rural Transportation Au-
thority (BRRTA) board meeting on Feb. 21, 1
asked BRRTA to live up to the language of their
public meetings and specifically the language of
the contract between the Town of Monument and
El Paso County. Or, in the alternative, offer a
compelling reason as to why they would go back
on their word to their constituents.

In required public meetings prior to the elec-
tion, BRRTA said they were not going to charge
any fees until they had a final plat of the improve-
ments to Baptist Road. And in the contract they
said, “It is the intention of the parties to this Con-
tract that no fees, charges, or other assessments
will be imposed or collected prior to the filing
of a final plat.” After more than five years of
BRRTA, there is no plan for Baptist Road, much
less a final plat. Yet, BRRTA has been collecting
fees for years. The BRRTA board declined to ad-
dress this issue.

In these same public meetings, BRRTA said
they were not going to take in developed prop-
erties. In the contract they said, “It is further
the intention of the parties to this Contract that
future inclusions of real property will
involve parcels similar to the initially
included parcels; i.e. vacant lands with
development potential that will impact
Baptist Road.” In the minutes of the
Nov. 12, 1999 BRRTA board meeting,
after BRRTA’s sales tax proposal had
been defeated, Conner Shepherd said,
“Callers did not understand or accept
the explanation that only areas that were
to be developed were included in the
Authority boundaries. Some callers felt

the boundaries were contrived—gerrymandered
precisely so they couldn’t vote. ... And some call-
ers were upset that they couldn’t vote though they
would be the ones to pay the tax.” Yet in 2002,
after all of this insistence by BRRTA that they
would not take in developed properties, BRRTA
annexed the Total Station. Over the objections of
the Watt family and their attorney, BRRTA took
in the Watt’s family land, including the former
Brookhart’s.

BRRTA’s response to this at the Feb. 21 board
meeting was given by the same Conner Shepherd.
He said they took in these developed properties
so they could charge fees if there was any fur-
ther development of the properties. It should be
noted that in a Jan. 19, 2003 story in the Colorado
Springs Gazette, Shepherd said, “Watts’ property
was annexed to square up the boundaries.” Are
either of these compelling reasons to go against
BRRTA'’s repeated public assurances or the lan-
guage of their contract?

The truth is that BRRTA’s entire argument
that they could choose their own voters and vote
themselves into power is based on their highly
questionable legal theory. They had no developed
property in their boundaries; the law required a
vote of electors in their boundary; therefore, they
were forced to choose a developed property with
electors. Of course, they should have drawn their
boundaries to include all of the affected voters
along Baptist Road, but that would have meant
that everyone would have been allowed to vote—
even those who opposed BRRTA.

Stephen C. Plank

Chill

In these troubled times of tragedies, recession,
impending war, and other stresses, it breaks my
heart to see our lovely community so torn apart
by dissenting voices. There is bickering over
BRRTA, land ownership around Monument Lake,
Wal-Mart, and on and on. Old wounds are fes-
tering, as memories of town government recalls
bring bitter feelings to the surface. Old feuds
erupt, with name-calling, accusations, and worse
emerging.

Don’t you think it’s time to come together,
putting all this behind us for once and for all?
It’s time for a community GROUP HUG! It’ll do
our children worlds of good to see us offering one
another our hands and hearts in friendship and ac-
cord. In these times of strife and greater trouble,
can’t we all just get along? The example we will
set for our children alone should make our efforts
worth the while. Time’s a-wasting, folks. KUM-
BAYAH! and God Bless.

Ruth Higgins

Before

PREMIER ] VISION

SEE BETOND YOUR LINITS

« Eye Exams
e Laser Vision Consultant
« Contact Lens & Frames

We Match Faces
and Frames!

Your eyewear is one of the first things people
notice about you. Outdated, ill-fitting glasses

animal lover gets a new point of view.

Woodmoor’s own Vicky Patenaude, mother
of three, art student, antique shopper and

can ruin your overall appearance. You'll
have a “PREMIER Experience” as our expert
PREMIER VISION staff uses your face shape
and skin tone to help select eyewear that
works with your lifestyle and your budget!

488-9595

In Monument
Behind Taco Bell & Burger King

www.premiervision.com

Dr. William
Hallmark, O.D.
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Letters from Law Enforcement

Reducing your risk of identity theft

By Joe Kissell, Monument Police Chief

Could you become a victim of identity theft? e
According to the Attorney General of Colorado,
“On a national basis, identity theft is the most
frequent type of fraudulent activity reported. In
2002, 2,660 Colorado residents notified the Fed- -
eral Trade Commission that they were victims

of identity theft—more than double the number
reported in the prior calendar year.”

If you are the victim of identity theft, contact

the law enforcement and file a report. In addition

to filing the report, you should contact your bank

take it to the post office
bills or statements stop reaching you

on bills or statements

numbers

or financial credit card company with the fraud

report from the police or sheriff’s department.
Contact your creditors and make them aware of
the situation. Finally, contact the fraud depart-
ment of the three major credit bureaus by phone

interests in the forefront of your actions.

or through the Internet. The three major bureaus
Equifax, www.equifax.com, (800) 525-
6285;Experian, www.experian.com (888) 397-
3742; and TransUnion, www.transunion.com
(800) 680-7289.

arc:

When speaking with

each of the credit bureaus,
request a “fraud alert” be
placed on your file and re-
quest that creditors call you
before opening any new ac-
counts or making changes
to your current accounts
and also request a copy of
your credit report.

In addition, complaints

can be filed with the Fed-

eral

Trade Commission

by phone (877-438-4338)

or through

the Internet

(www.consumer.gov/idtheft).

To reduce your chances

of becoming a victim of
identity theft:

Protect your checking
account number

Report lost or stolen
checks and credit cards
immediately

Store new and cancelled
checks securely
Question suspicious
phone inquiries

Guard ATM and PIN
number information
Don’t give financial
information over the
phone  unless you
initiated the call

Keep items  with
personal information in
a safe place.

Shred unnecessary
financial  documents,
charge receipts, copies
of credit applications,
insurance forms, bank
checks and statements,
and expired charge
cards and credit offers
you get in the mail (to
thwart a thief who may
pick through your trash
to capture your personal
information)

Don’t put outgoing mail
in your unprotected
residential mailbox—

Call a company’s service number if regular
Report any unauthorized charges that appear

Use passwords on your credit card, bank,
and phone accounts, but avoid using easily
available information like your mother’s
maiden name, your date of birth, the last four
numbers of your social security number or
your phone number, or a series of consecutive

Taking precautionary steps now may prevent you
from going through a lot of heartache and frus-
tration later. Be cautious and keep your own best

o ), 2003 Spring
Tﬁﬂ Art Classes

Enroll Now!

Drawing
Pottery

Watercolor
Sculpting
Stained Glass
Pastels
Mosaics

c;"l.
Z=5
Tri-Lakes Center for
the Arts, 304 Hwy
105, P.O. Box 1154,
Palmer Lake, CO
80133.719-481-0475.
FAX 719-481-5830.

Tue. -Sat. 11a - 4p.
info@trilakesarts.com

Class schedule is at
www. frilakesarts.com

Spring Tri-Lakes Proros
Gymnastics Classes

Instructor Nancy Spielkamp is a member of U.S.A. Gymnastics National Coaching staff at
the Olympic Training Center. She has worked with Olympians and National Team members

] since 1976. She currently holds coaching credentials and safety certifications that allow

Children's Classes

Parents and visitors will be allowed to view
their children in the first class of every month.

Mom & Me Ages 2-3 Bring your toddler and learn
together: Balance, flexibility, coordination, and fun.
o Wednesdays, 9:45-10:30 AM, 7 weeks starting Apr. 2

Pre-School Movement & Tumbling Ages 3-5 Class size:
Minimum 6, Maximum 12. These classes will raise your
child's level of fitness and apply it to Pre-Gymnastics.
They will learn pre-tumbling skills while gaining strength,
flexibility, balance, and improving their motor skills.
Apparatus (balls, jump ropes, and ribbons) will be used
in some classes to improve coordination and attention
span.

¢ Mondays, 3:15-4:00 PM, 7 weeks starting Mar. 31

o Tuesdays, 10:00-10:45 AM, 7 weeks starting Apr. 1

o Wednesdays, 9:00-9:45 AM, 7 weeks starting Apr. 2

Pre-Gymnastics Ages 5-6 For those moving up from Pre-
School Movement & Tumbling or those new to
gymnastics, here's a chance to learn the foundation
skills needed to be an accomplished gymnast.

o Wednesdays, 5:15-6:00 PM, 7 weeks starting Apr. 2

Gymnastics | Ages 6-10 A great place to start! This
beginning level class is for students new to gymnastics
or those moving up from Pre-Gymnastics. All of the
basics of floor exercises and balance beam will be
covered.

¢ Mondays, 4:00-5:00 PM, 7 weeks starting Mar. 31

Gymnastics Il Ages 7-10 For Girls Only. This class is NOT
for beginners. It is designed for the young gymnast who
has had 2 years of gymnastics classes - or more. Skill
level will be Infermediate and above.

o Wednesdays, 4:15-5:15 PM, 7 weeks starting Apr. 2

her to coach at National and International camps and clinics and allow her on the floor at
major competitions. She also brings a strong background in dance to her coaching. She is
a past faculty member of Colorado State Ballet.

Gymnastics lll Ages 8-12 For Girls Only. This class is for
students who have had more than 2 years of
Gymnastics. We will be working at an Infermediate
level on Balance Beam and Floor Exercise.

¢ Mondays, 5:00-6:00 PM, 7 weeks starting Mar. 31

Shape Up with Nancy!
Adult Classes

Boot Camp for Your Body This class will be divided into
sections which include a vigorous warm up - resistance
and conditioning exercises for upper and lower body -
AND A FLOOR STRETCH BASED ON THE PILATES

METHOD - Please bring a floor mat - some hand weights
are available but bring your own if your are working
above 5 Ibs.

¢ Tuesdays, 9:00-10:00 AM, Session starts Apr. 1

Super Abs/Super Glutes Attack those problem areas!
Class includes warm-up, extensive floor work on
abdominal and gluteus muscles, resistance bands and
stretching and legwork is also included.

e Thursdays, 9:00-10:00 AM, Session starts Apr. 3

For Registration Information,

please call 488-2693

All classes are taught at the
Woodmoor Barn

1691 Woodmoor Drive
(Across from Lewis-Palmer Middle School)
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Company thanks fire departments for saving employee

On Jan. 30, R.A Waffensmith & Co., Inc. President
Greg A. Palmer met with three local fire depart-
ments at the Palmer Lake Town Hall to thank them
for their joint efforts in saving the life of Desiderio
“Desi” Sanchez, a Waffensmith employee.
Sanchez was working with the company’s
ground crews Jan. 16 on County Line Road pull-
ing new electric cables when he contacted a 7,200-

volt line. The Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District
(FPD) and Palmer Lake Fire Volunteer Department
(VFD) arrived on the scene within four minutes of
the call. Tri-Lakes Paramedic Rick Simmons defi-
brillated Sanchez once, bringing him into a normal
cardiac rhythm.

Tri-Lakes FPD, along with a paramedic from
the Woodmoor-Monument FPD, transported San-

chez to Penrose Main Hospital. He was admitted
and treated for electrical burns to the left hand and
right foot. Doctors expect Sanchez will have a full
recovery.

Palmer’s gifts to all three responding depart-
ments included a donation of $1,000, jackets, shirts,
and coffee mugs.
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Greg Palmer, R.A. Waffensmith & Co. President, met with members of the Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department, the Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District,
and the Woodmoor-Monument Fire Protection District to thank them for their joint efforts in saving the life of Waffensmith employee Desi Sanchez.
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BEST FRIENDS PET CARE

I'll care fFor your dogs. cats & Fish,
in your home while you're away.

UomePrew\Vine

Check oul our websile
www. HomeBrewWine.com
Woody & Catherine Woodworth [~ |

High Country 5Store

TIF 48] 3477
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719-487-1399 FREE ESTIMATES e At
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No Banks e

BUY A HOME TODAY!

No Real Estate Agents

Creative Solutions e Colorado Company

C rqhberty Cove 487-1911 -2 Jefferson

Downtown Monument &

50% OFF All Consignment

1-800-251-4293

719-488-9544
« Accessories thru the end of March! .

. Sale excludes furniture.
Watch for our new showroom opening up in April!
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www.CrossMountainGroup.com
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High Country Highlights

Its Easy Being Green

By Woody Woodworth
High Country Store

As the drought continues, officials are already
predicting that watering restrictions will be stricter
than last year. This gloomy forecast may deter
home and business owners from investing in grass,
trees, and shrubs that would struggle without water.
Green Industries of Colorado (GreenCO) wants to
get the message across to consumers that two-
day-a-week watering is sufficient to maintain your
established landscape. Lawns and gardens can eas-
ily get by on a leaner diet of water if their owners
use efficient irrigation systems, soil supplements,
mulches, and plants that require less care.

GreenCO, an alliance of nine landscape-related
trade associations, unveiled a consumer-informa-
tion campaign titled “It’s Easy Being Green” to
help people keep landscaping alive during dry
times. Among the efforts: creating, along with
Colorado State University, a drought-tolerant plant
list and promoting water-conserving techniques for
irrigating trees and shrubs.

GreenCO said land-

rect impact from the state’s water emergency and
water restrictions. That $75 million translated into
the loss of 15,000 jobs and marks the first time in
five years that industry growth has not kept pace
with the state’s economy. How does the landscape
industry impact Colorado?

* The Ilandscape industry contributes an
estimated $2 billion annually to Colorado’s
economy.

* A 50-foot-by-50-foot lawn produces enough
oxygen for a family of four.

* Fight healthy front lawns have the cooling
effect of 70 tons of air conditioning—enough
for 16 average-size homes.

* Homeowners who maintain a healthy lawn
increase their property values by 5 percent to
15 percent.

* Healthy landscapes are essential for cleaning
the air and water, preventing erosion, and
providing physical, social, cultural, and
psychological benefits to urban environments.

People with planting, watering, and preserva-

tion questions can find out how “It’s Easy Be-
ing Green” by visiting GreenCO’s website at
WWW.ZIeenco.org.

Information for this article was collected with
permission from The Garden Centers of Colorado
and GreenCO.

Woody Woodworth is an active member of the His-
toric Monument Merchants and was voted Business
Citizen of the Year through the Tri-Lakes Chamber
of Commerce. He gives countless hours to the com-
munity through his musical endeavors, including
an annual Concert In the Park series. Woody is a
member of The Garden Centers of Colorado and is
active in the green industry. Though his wife, Cath-
erine, and he do not live in the area, their continu-
ing support for the Tri-Lakes community continues
to enrich their lives.

scaping amounts to just

2 percent of water use in

Colorado. But for many wa-

ter utilities along the Front

Range, including Denver

Water, outdoor  water-

ing—particularly of blue-

grass lawns—amounts to at
least half of summer water
use. GreenCO is active this
year in working on uniform
watering guidelines that
won’t confuse homeowners
and commercial property

owners, and has retained a

California expert on water

conservation to advise wa-

ter utilities.

To maximize the health
of Colorado’s built land-
scapes, and to serve as the
“green” advocate for all
residents in the state, Gre-
enCO has initiated the long-
term water campaign to:

1) Promote the wide
variety of ways in
which all landscapes
can be designed and
maintained to  use
water more efficiently
and remain lovely and

healthy.
2) Demonstrate the
significant value of

* X K X KX X K X *x X

the landscape industry
to the economy of
Colorado, and the
important quality
of life benefits that
landscapes provide for

Post Hole Drilling
Driveway Repair
Trenching

Septic Tanks
Drywells

Sand Traps

Leach Fields
Repair Work
Snowblowing

Rocky Mountain Septic
“The company you call when the crap piles up”

We offer all Excavating Needs:

Grading

“Serving El Paso County since 1996”

24 Hour & Same Day Service

all communities.

3) Advocate for fair and
productive policies
that allocate limited
water responsibly, and
encourage efficient use
of water in Colorado.

Colorado’s “green indus-

tries”— the segment asso-

ciated with flowers, lawns,
and landscaping—saw their
revenue drop by more than

$75 million last year, a di-

or toll free

877-332-4776

Licenced & Insured
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Enjoying our trails responsibly

By Tim Watkins
Owner, Balanced Rock Bike and Ski
The U.S. Forest Service fire center on Mount Her-
man Road west of Monument has become a focal
point of recreation. The area has experienced a
dramatic increase in use over the past few years.
The effects on the 1,200-acre parcel—such as ero-
sion and other overuse dilemmas—are becoming
more obvious. The only trail through the area that
the forest service recognizes is No. 715, affection-
ately called the “stoopid trail” by some mountain
bikers for its mischievous preponderance to launch
people into the scrub oak or rocks at one point on
its twisted and generally rough terrain. The other
twenty-plus miles of trails are not recognized as
legitimate trails. Because of this, the forest service
could choose to close these “trails” if problems in-
crease. | would hate to see this happen, especially
considering the forest closure last summer because

Isaac Watkins

L 5

Bikes - Yeti, James, Marin, Tomac
Ski & Snowboard Rentals & Repair

Tri-Lakes Area’s Only
Bike & Ski .~ _
Shop ~

J ? . s
RALA CED RO IG5 51
3rd & Beacon Lite, Monument

488-9007

www.balancedbike.com

of fire danger. I had been running around on those

twenty-some-odd miles of trails since [ was a very

small boy. My mother used to work there when it
was a tree nursery. So I was lost without access to
those trails!

I think lack of consideration is at the root of
all trail conflict. I would like to encourage people
to be considerate and aware of other users, and of
the land. There are a number of precautions people
can take:

* Don’t use the trails when they are wet and
muddy, to lessen the chances of the erosion.

*  Stay on the trails. By leaving them and creating
other tracks, new problems with plants and soil
are created.

*  Don’t use headphones while hiking or running,
as it is important to be able to hear what is
coming at you. Sometimes you cannot see very
far ahead due to shrubbery and trees.

e Cyclists should yield to hikers and equestrians.

It’s a good idea to talk to the riders on
horseback; that might be reassuring to a horse,
which then might be less likely to hurt itself; its
rider, or other people close by.
*  Give cyclists going uphill the right of way.
* Keep dogs under control so they don’t cause
trouble with people or horses.
* Don’t litter at all, ever! If you use trails, you
have an obligation to keep them up.
We are fortunate to have the Friends of Monument
Preserve trails group to maintain the trails. We can
always use more people to contribute time and ef-
fort to reduce the effects of increased trail usage.
Beginning in the spring, the group meets the first
Tuesday of every month to do trail maintenance.
For more information, call Balanced Rock Bike and
Ski, 488-9007; or call Tim at home, 488-5729. Let’s
work together to keep our wonderful playground
nice and friendly.

AARP offers free income tax filing
assistance

AARP volunteers will be available every Monday
thruough Apr. 14 from noon until the last person
leaves the Monument Town Hall to answer ques-
tions and assist filers in completing their federal
and state income tax returns. Filers are asked to

bring all forms (W-2, 1099, etc.) needed to com-
plete the returns, as well as a copy of last year’s

(2001) tax return. For more information, call Jim
Taylor at 488-1317.

Volunteer income tax assistance
comes to Monument

In 2001, nearly 6,000 people from Northern El
Paso County qualified for the federal Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC). However, nearly one-
third (2,000) of those were not aware they quali-
fied, leaving a total of $3 million unclaimed. This
equates to about $1,530 per person or $127.50 per
month that could have been used for food, hous-
ing, and other basic necessities.

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) is a
program designed to assist low-income individu-
als and families with the preparation and filing of
their federal and state income tax returns. VITA
w volunteers will be available to answer

SELLER

premium spirits, lagers & ales.

* E-mail service & special orders.

L.ocated on Hwy 105

719-488-3019

* Hundreds of imported & domestic wines,

* Public & Private tastings & seminars
* Wine Club with two wines/month selected to suit
vour individual tastes, delivered to vour door.

Between Palmer Lake & Monument

Open: Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 7pm

: Shiraz Special!
' 10% off all Shiraz!
: Expires March 31th

questions and assist filers in completing
their income tax returns every Thurs-
day through March 28, from noon to 3
p.m. at Tri-Lakes Cares, 146 Jefferson

in Monument. Filers are asked to bring all 2002
forms (W-2, 1099, etc.) needed to complete their
return, plus a copy of last year’s tax return.

There is an annual income limit of $55,000
for the program. In addition, Schedules C, E, F, or
H; and returns that deal with the sale of a home or
moving expense, adoption credit, casualty or theft
losses, foreign tax credit, or Archer MSA deduc-
tions are beyond the scope of the VITA program.
Individuals with these more complicated tax re-
turns are advised to seek the services of a paid
tax preparer. Military personnel and their families
are advised to consult with the trained volunteer
at their military installation.

skeskeoskoskeoskokoskoskeosk
For more information, call Jim Taylor at 488-
1317.
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Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore

Bookish Surprises

By Judith Pettibone

Since becoming a bookseller, I’ve been regularly
surprised. These bookish surprises have been
threefold. The first has to do with the old phrase,
More books than time. I used to repeat it to myself
in a casual way. Since working here, it has acquired
a poignant—no, a desperate—quality. After being
gone for three or four days, [ am faced with a num-
ber of shiny new dust jackets, and my top 10 list of
“must reads” seems to shift each week. For a book
lover, it is daunting.

Second, there is definitely more bookselling
hype than time. Writing, editing, and printing are
important but are only the beginning of a book’s
life. If real estate’s mantra is “location, location,
location,” then a book’s mantra is “marketing, mar-
keting, marketing.” The sheer volume of materials
I receive from publishers is amazing. Just by perus-
ing catalogs, one knows what’s hot in our culture:
losing weight, relationships/advice, protecting our
investments, and get-rich-quick schemes. There are
literally volumes of books in each category!

We receive catalogs of all sizes. Expensive
catalogs and those that look like throwaways. We
have catalogs from the mega-presses and from
obscure ones like Drawn and Quarterly (graphic
novels that have become the new comic book), Na-
val Institute Press (all with a seafaring motif), and
The American University in Cairo Press (all things
Egyptian and Middle Eastern). We also subscribe
to Publisher’s Weekly, a magazine/catalog for
booksellers crammed with articles about booksell-
ing, publishing, hot authors, and the latest books.

Finally, there are definitely more “amazing”
books published than there is time. This is different
from more books to read than time. However, what
I might think is unworthy of the page it is printed
on, you might beg to differ. That said, I give you
my first annual “ATAPI” (Amazed That Anyone
Published It) Award nominees for 2003:

From Pomegranate Press

Outhouses by Famous Architects

By Steve Schaecher 64 pages, $17.95
Despite the description that “the preface will leave
you in no doubt as to the importance of this com-
pletely nonsensical book,” I still have my doubts.
By the same author is the book Mobile Homes by
Famous Architects. Okay...

Smithsonian is “America’s Attic”

Tupperware: The Promise of Plastic in the 1950’s
By Alison Clarke 241 pages, $16.95

Combining social history and pop culture, and 241
pages about Tupperware. There are illustrations.

Pure Ketchup: A History of America’s Condiment
By Andrew Smith 242 pages, $16.95

Combining history and cooking, and 242 pages
about ketchup, or catsup, depending on your place
of origin. And here I thought that the only recipes
that actually used ketchup were meatloaf and bar-
becue sauce.

Bananas: An American History

By Virginia Jenkins 210 pages, $16.95

All three of the Smithsonian nominees are a bit
over 200 pages and priced exactly the same. I don’t
have a clue as to what that means. [ probably have a
bit more faith in recipes with bananas as their main
ingredient than I do for those with ketchup.

Not from Smithsonian

Farley Farts

By Berte Muller, $15.95

There will be an audience for this book in the 5
to 8-year-olds interested in body noises. But why
would we encourage this passion when absolutely
none is necessary?

Buddhism for Dummies/Migraines for Dummies
Basically anything for “dummies.” It was clever
and useful in the beginning when these books cov-
ered computers. Now is there anything that won’t
be dummified?

I rest my case. I believe it would be a Herculean
task to find a topic, a subset of a topic, or a sub-
subset of a topic that someone has not published
in book form. I'm sure it is a very good thing that
no one has sought my advice on what is worthy of
being added to the body of printed material.
If they had, we might not have anything to
laugh about when the catalogs arrive, nor
fodder for this column.

FREE Trial Offer

Three Day in Home Trial

002

by EcoQuest
Advanced Technology Electronic
Air Improvement System
LR
Microprocessor design and remote
control operation make this our most
advanced air improvement system
yet. The BreezeAT combines
natural environmental processes
with state-of-the-art technology and
a proven track record to create a
more effective and efficient way to
keep the air in your home or office
fresh-smelling and clean. BreezeAT
eliminates both smoke and odors,
and with an improved sanitizing
feature, BreezeAT can also be used
to kill mold, mildew, and bacteria.

Try it for yourself,
CALL NOW for a

FREE Trial Offer!

Independent Distributor
Danny & Cindy Baudoin
719-487-8002

488-6729
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From Smithsonian Press

I think one must keep in mind that the

Support
Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes
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affordable in-home pet sitting

Sarah Heckathorn

Certified Veterinary Technician

(719) 440-4476
Licensed Bonded

sheckathorn@hotmail.com g ) !

for Cuality Import Service right in Palimer Lake!
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Pre-School Movement/Activity Classes

We've always known that music is good
for your spirits. Now, scientists are
finding it's also good for your brain.
Studies have linked movement to better
language and math ability, improved
school grades, and better adjusted social
behavior.

Smart Moves !l
18 months to 5 years

Smart Moves combines music,
dancing, stories, fumbling, and
crafts, to make learning fun for

boys and girls.
To register, call

719-488-2172

Classes instructed by
Jolene Wheeler
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Hair Stylists

Exciting new position opening for
experienced hair stylists. To take
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Friends of Ben Lomond lead on!

By Sue Buell

The Friends of Ben Lomond (FOBL) is continuing
to sponsor adventures to raise funds toward the
purchase of the Ben Lomond mountain property
just east of Palmer Lake. The type of adventure
will depend on the weather, the leader, and the
location — hiking, snowshoeing, cross-country
skiing, and biking are all possibilities. The fee is
$10 per person or $15 if you would like a SAVE
BEN LOMOND t-shirt. The first 15 people to reg-
ister with credit card number either by phone or
e-mail to the leader will have secure places for the
adventure. A wait list will be started to handle can-
cellations. No shows will be charged the $10 fee.
The schedule will be updated monthly in the OCN
and in flyers around town and specifically at the
Palmer Lake Post Office and the Chapala Building
at 2nd and Washington.

Sat. Mar. 8, 1 p.m., approx. 2 miles, easy/

moderate, Fox Run Regional Park.
Leader: Barb Linnenbrink 719-481-2571
blinnen@d20.co.edu

Sat. Mar. 15, 10 a.m. approx. 4 miles, moderate,
Blodgett Peak Open Space (just south of
USAFA). Leader: Sue Buell 719-481-2474
suebuell@earthlink.net

Sat. Apr. 5, 10 a.m., 3-6 miles, moderate/
challenging, Ute Valley Park in Rockrimmon.
Bike or hike through interesting sandstone

formations. Biking leader: Nate Swenson.
Hiking leader: Sue Buell 719-481-2474
suebuell@earthlink.net

Tue. Apr. 15, 11 a.m., approx. 3 miles, easy, Black
Forest Regional Park — Shoup and Milam.
Hike with llamas!! Leader: Sandy Miller 719-
481-8138 mrluckystars@aol.com

Sun. Apr. 27, Noon, approx. 2 miles, easy/
moderate. National Forest off Mt. Herman
Road. Historical hike including Monument
Nursery and CCC Camps. Leader: Diane
Kokes 719-481-3860 kokesdm@fotf.org

Sat. May 3, 10 a.m., approx. 2 miles, easy,
Fountain Valley Regional Park Nature Center.
Birders paradise and wetlands. Leader: Joan
Buell 719-471-4544 day 719-520-1953 wkend/
eve joanbuell@hotmail.com

Sat. May 10, 10 a.m., approx. 12 miles, difficult/
challenging. Bike from Palmer Lake Reservoirs
NW to old plane crash site. Leaders: Jim and
Mary Zalmanek 719-481-2712 mary@adventu
resoftheheart.com

Sun. May 18, 1 p.m., approx. 3 miles, moderate/
challenging. Mt. Herman from west trailhead
(carpool from Monument). Leaders: Frank
Bittinger and Keshia Hicks. Contact: Sue
Buell 719-481-2474 suebuell@earthlink.net

L to R below - Back row: Kathy Allen, Roth Hyland, Paula Primavera, Linda Dougherty, Regina
Primavera, Kim Braun; Second row: Kay LaBella, Frank Aloisa, Pam Chadick, Brenda Mailloux, Dayna
Carnival, KC Buell-Schoenman; Third row: Susan Jiron, Barb Kolar, Joan Murphy; Front row: Reilly
Brickell and Kelly Buell-Schoenman.

Photo taken on snowshoe adventure NW of 2nd
Reservoir. Photo provided by Sue Buell

Quality Custom Framing
Personal Service

Kelly and Lucy McGuire

251 Front Street, Suite 7, Downtown Monument

719-481-8552 www.lucysfolkartgallery.com
Tue-Fri 10 am - 5:30 pm, Sat 10 am - 2 pm

MARKETING

providing distinctive marketing materials
from concept to finished product

www.specialeffectsdesign.com

¢ product development

® graphic design
# art/photography # catalogs
® printing ® newsletters

® website development  # brochures

West End Center . 755 Hwy 105, Ste.M . Palmer Lake, CO ) 80133

® copy writing & editing
# powerpoint presentations
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The Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library sponsored a grand expansion party for the Monument branch on
Saturday, Feb. 22. The Monument branch opened in 1975; since then it has relocated and recently
expanded. Dancers from the McClain School of Celtic Arts kick up their heels...and toes! Classes meet We Buy HOUSQS!
on Saturdays at the SunDance Studio in Monument. On the right, the outstanding Lewis-Palmer High
School Woodwind Ensemble, with director Raleigh Eversole.

Transferred - Job Loss
Divorce - Foreclosure - No Equity

No Problem!

Call 1-800-552-4075

719-488-9544

www.CrossMountainGroup.com

Library patron Debbie Swanson chose a fan Beth Barrett, Associate Director of Pikes Peak

from the gift basket, with the help of librarian Library District (PPLD), described the expansion .

Cathy Matthews and branch assistant Janie project and introduced Jose Aponte, Executive # Home Care Available =5hﬂ.1."l mﬂkﬂ
Williams. Director of PPLD & Walking Del &ervices

L e | Yrlermary T b ws

(719) 488-6593
Ut bor all your el s pocads

# Coat Care

# Special Care

i Medication
& Treatment

LET's GET TOGETHER AND TALK MusIc!

Piano teacher & Vocal coach
In Gleneagle Area

Adult beginners & re-starters Welcome!

SPECIAL RATES FOR
§ ./7 LARGER FAMILIES!
o ) . Call Joanna for free consultation!
Cassandra Yelle and Nikki Josefiak, from Girl Laura and Stephanie Nolt made their own pet 481-4010
Scout Troop 578 in Monument, show off their rocks.
face tatoos and cute antennae.
P
L. A K E S

. utﬂtlc:r?;_,

Progressive Nutritional Care for:

e Fibromyalgia, chronic fatique,
and auto-immune conditions

e FEating disorders and
weight-related issues

o Intestinal problems

Volunteer Dottie Wood served the cake and Megan Randolph taught about wolf o MOOd diSOP‘dGFS/ADH D
other goodies behavior with the aid of Luna the . h
wolf Weight Loss

E"‘ Margo Gasta, Ms, RD, CCN

Registered Dietitian & Wellness Professional

719.331.5067
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National Quilting Day comes to Monument

By Lisa Black

The Palmer Divide Quiltmakers and the Monu-
ment Hill Branch Library will celebrate National
Quilting Day on Sunday, Mar. 16, at the Monument
library. National Quilting Day was established in
1992 through the efforts of the National Quilting
Association. It has become an annual event that is
celebrated by quilters all over the world. This is the
second year in a row that the Palmer Divide Quilt-
makers has held an event to celebrate the day.

A fun afternoon of learning about quilting is
planned. Members of the guild will demonstrate

hand-quilting and hand-piecing for all ages from 1:
30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. In addition, several activities
are planned for children. There will be a storyteller
at 1:30 p.m. and a class for children to make a “pa-
per quilt” at 2 p.m. A highlight of the afternoon will
be a lecture at 2:30 p.m. about antique quilts by the
nationally known teacher and lecturer Bobbie Aug.
Aug is also a quilt historian and quilt appraiser. She
has co-authored six books, and will be available for
book signing after the lecture.

Palmer Divide Quiltmakers is a charter group
of the National Quilting Association and started

Local AARP chapter

in the Tri-Lakes area in 2001. The guild has ap-
proximately 65 members who meet once a month
at the Church of Woodmoor. The group is devoted
to learning more about the art of quilting and to en-
courage an appreciation of the art by providing ed-
ucational meetings, sharing ideas and information,
and promoting a variety of activities. The guild’s
members will have a quilt exhibit at the Monument
library March 8-30. The library is located in the
Woodmoor Center on Lake Woodmoor Drive.

welcomes all seniors and friends

The local American Association of Retired Persons
(AARP) Black Forest Chapter 1100 invites all se-
niors and friends to their monthly get-togethers on
the second Wednesday of each month.

They usually enjoy a noon potluck at the Black
Forest Lutheran Church, 12455 Black Forest Road;
however, this month, at noon Mar. 12, they will

Your local source for fabrics & sewing supplies
Quilt inspired books, patterns & notions
fun quilting classgs for alll
Stop by for a new class schedule

341 Front Street open:
Historic Monument Village Tues. - Sat.
(719) 481- 4887 10to 5

NG
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Dr. W, Lowsl] Margan
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Mooumental Massage
Fie Relaving Wax iv Weilness

Pairicts Y. Nagele, CMP, CIMI

Babysitting
Reliable, experienced,

18 year old.
References available.

488-1152 (Gleneagle)

meet at the Country Buffet, 7665 N. Academy
Blvd.
sieskesteskeoskoskokokokok
Upcoming events:
* 55 Alive, safe driving class, April 3-4, $10
each.

*  Trip to New Orleans, April 6-14, $649 each.
*  Anti-fraud conference, May 1, free.

For more information, call Edna or Chuck Eaton at
495-2443,

The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts

By Heidi M. Juell
The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts
spring class schedule is now avail-
able, offering classes for adults and
children in pottery, stained glass,
sculpting, watercolor, pastels, and
Artist’s Way.

Professional artists from the Tri-
Lakes area teach the classes, which
begin in early April. Schedules and
registration forms are available on the Web site,
www.trilakesarts.com.

The center experienced strong interest and
enrollment for the winter classes, which began

announces Spring Class Schedule

in January and conclude in March. The center
continues to fulfill its mission in the community,
which includes teaching the arts.

The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts is a 501 (¢)
(3) nonprofit organization with a mission of creat-
ing community partnerships for demonstrating,
teaching, exhibiting, and promoting the arts. Its
vision is to celebrate and share the arts.

The center is located in the historical Kaiser
Frazer building at 304 Highway 105 in Palmer
Lake. Check the Web site regularly for upcom-
ing performance events, resident artists, classes,
and exhibitions. Call (719) 481-0475 for more
information.

OCN - The Web Site:
www.ourcommunitynews.org

Our Community News maintains an extensive
web site that includes background information on
the paper and all the back issues. You can down-
load all the issues or read them on-line.

The contents/search function takes you to a
powerful search tool that can find all appearances
in the back issues of any word or phrase. To save
you time, the results show the context in which
the word or phrase first appears on each page.

Hyperlinks are included in many of the sto-
ries so you can immediately go to the referenced

sites or send e-mail to the various points of con-
tact.

All this adds up to what we think is one of the
best web sites around for Tri-Lakes area infor-
mation. We think it will be become one of your
favorites.

Next time you are surfing the web, we would
love to have you stop by our site and then let us
know how you like it and what we can do to make
it better.

Support
Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes
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Advertise in OCN

We offer very inexpensive classified ads and dis-
play ads. Thanks to the all-volunteer effort that
supports OCN, our rates are a fraction of what you
would pay in local commercial newspapers. We go
all out to keep the rates low so local small busi-
nesses can afford to advertise, thereby promoting
Tri-Lakes area shopping. Our advertising rates are
set to just cover our out-of-pocket costs.

Our current guaranteed circulation is 9,000.
We printed 10,000 of this edition. We distribute
door-to-door throughout the Tri-Lakes area.

We publish on the first Saturday of each
month. Our deadline for all submissions, changes,
and cancellations is Wednesday, 5 p.m., one week
prior to the publication date. The date of the next
issue and ad deadline is shown on the lower left
side of the front page of this issue.

Rates

The special rate for business card size (3.25” x
1.75”) is $7. All others are $1.50 per square inch,
e.g.,2”x 57 (10 sq. in.) is $15, 4” x 57 (20 sq. in.)
is $30, quarter-page (5” x 8”, 40 sq. in.) is $60,
half-page (8” x 107, 80 sq. in.) is $120, full-page
(10” x 16, 160 sq. in.) is $240. There is a $0.25
per square inch additional charge for special
placement.

Payment for all ads must be received at the
time artwork is approved. Make checks payable

to Our Community News. Buying insertions in
advance will lock in the current ad rate, which is
expected to increase somewhat as our circulation
increases.

We will gladly scan your artwork and work
with you to prepare your ad for the paper. Please
contact:

John Heiser

Advertising Editor

488-9031 FAX 488-3455

P.O. Box 1742, Monument, CO 80132-1742

j-heiser@ieee.org

Inserts
If instead of having your ad printed in the paper,
you would like to have your advertising circular
inserted in and distributed with OCN, the cost is
$30 per 1,000 ($0.03 per item). For our full print
run of 10,000, the cost is $300.

Policy
Advertising rates are subject to change without
notice. Qur Community News reserves the right to
determine which ads will be published. In support
of our effort to promote Tri-Lakes area businesses
we do not accept advertising from outside the Tri-
Lakes area.

The OCN Story

Even though this is our twenty-fourth issue, some
of you may not have seen OCN before, so some
explanation is in order.

Background

Our Community News was launched in June 2001
by a group of Tri-Lakes area residents after con-
cerns arose regarding coverage of Tri-Lakes area
news. Many stories, including the proposed Wal-
Mart supercenter project and the Monument recall
election, were being given scant or biased coverage
by the local media. While the primary local news-
paper covered service clubs, etc., it did not publish
a calendar of upcoming public meetings. Residents
only heard about major decisions after the meetings
had been held. We concluded there was an urgent
need to provide residents information so they could
get involved in the public process of addressing the
significant issues facing the Tri-Lakes area.

Unlike the major local newspaper that is
staffed largely by people who live outside the Tri-
Lakes area, everyone at Qur Community News
lives or owns a business in the Tri-Lakes area.

Our Community News is an all-volunteer ef-
fort. The ad revenue is used to pay for the cost of
printing the paper.

Mission

Our mission is to give Tri-Lakes area residents:

e Accurate, objective community-based and
area-wide news to help them reach sound
conclusions and contribute to a successful
future for our area

e A forum for the free exchange of ideas and
opportunities that may impact their daily lives

* A guide to Tri-Lakes area shopping through
Tri-Lakes-focused classified and commercial
advertising

What We Ask of You

We ask that you take the time to go to public meet-

ings and get the facts first-hand. We want to hear

from you. Send your thoughts to our community
news@hotmail.com or P.O. Box 1742, Monument,

CO 80132-1742.

This is your community and your voice mat-
ters. You can make a difference by working to
ensure that we hold on to the things we love about
living here.

And, we ask that you support our advertisers.
Their willingness to advertise in Our Community
News makes free distribution of this newspaper
possible. Please tell them you saw their ad in
OCN.

Help Wanted

Our goal is for our volunteers to distribute this free
newspaper door-to-door throughout the Tri-Lakes
area. To meet that goal, we need your help to ex-
pand our distribution network. Here is that paper
route you always wanted. No experience necessary,
just a willingness to get out, get some exercise, and
meet your neighbors. If walking is not your cup of
tea, many of our routes can be covered from the
comfort of your vehicle

If you like to write, here is your chance to have
your work seen by thousands of Tri-Lakes area
residents. Maybe you have an idea for an article or
a column.

PET PORTRAITS |
by Sue Lynch, Artist

Fingly Defaiisey l"%."i-'.'l"-'_'-"!'Ml'I;r
Satsiactipe Goaranieed

P.0. Box 945
Manumint, OO0 80132
(719} 488-D818

It’s Time to

"Weight No More!"

1@l

Safe and effective program

Great for those very overweight
Great for those who have plateaued
Can lose at 3-7 pounds weekly
FDA-approved

Physician’s choice

¢c¢¢eeee

Free tasting consultation

www.takeshapediet.com/3904801 719-481-4010

Dining Room Table

Four Pillars with Glass Top
Six Blaclk Upholstered Chairs

$400 or best offer
Includes crate for the top. Will deliver.

484-0677

Houses
Barns
Trailers

e RVS and more

Your place or ours

719-243-1057

Like to take pictures? Want to
justify to your spouse that fancy
new digital camera? We need digi-
tal, slide, or print photos to illus-
trate future articles.

So don’t just sit there, op-
portunity is knocking. Give us a

ART GALLERY & CUSTOM FRAMING

{BELLA ART & FRAME K

call, drop us a note, or send us an
e-mail.

OCN is published by all-volun-
teer, non-profit

Our Community News, Inc.

P.O. Box 1742

Monument, Colorado 80132-
1742
Points of Contact

Editorial Content:

Judy Barnes, Editor

481-4164,

our community _
news@hotmail.com

Advertising:

John Heiser,

Advertising Editor

Gﬂ//e;f/u Sale!

Our entire stock 0][
framed forints are

30-50% off
;/mﬂinﬂ WMarch!

(not including limited edition prints)

488-9031, FAX 488-3455
j-heiser@ieee.org

1752 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
The Woodmoor Center

Tue - Fri 10- 6, Sat 10 - 4
487-7691
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The Society Page: John Fielder

By Leon Tenney
The Palmer Lake Historical Society heard from
John Fielder, world-renowned author and photog-
rapher, on Feb. 20. Fielder is a well-known author
of photography books, many of which are about his
beloved state of Colorado. The Town Hall of Palmer
Lake was packed. Society President Sam DeFelice
spent the last half hour before the presentation set-
ting up more chairs for an overflow crowd. There
were many new faces, and a number of people
signed up as new members of society. Regulars
who were introduced included Arnie Lavelett, Jim
Sawatzki, Roger Ward, and Anne Shimek—all of
them heroes in our local pantheon. One has risen
high in the county sheriff’s office, another makes
films of local history, another showcases his home
because of its historic value to our community, and
one carried the Olympic Torch last year through
(:Sli community. Larry Myer, who did the hard
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I 5 additional tans freel!
|
|
|
]

481-9090
Advanced Hair Tech * 66 2nd St.

work getting Fielder to come to visit our society,
introduced him.

Fielder pulled most of the photographs for this
presentation from one of his best-known works,
Colorado 1870-2000. Like the book does, he
showed them in a here-it-was-then—and—here-it-
is-now format. Fielder went to great effort to find
the exact place in which W. H. Jackson had taken
pictures over 100 years ago. He told us of how he
had to line up first the geological features and then
find the rock formation that was in the foreground
of his predecessor’s picture. Sometimes he could
find this spot in minutes, but other times it could
take hours or days. At some point, the TV stations
wanted to film Fielder in his moment of discovery
of these locations, which meant sometimes he had
to reenact this moment of discovery.

Altogether, Fielder selected 300 of the old
photographs for his effort and spent most of 1998
finding these spots all over Colorado. Further,
since he wanted to match the previous photos
in as many details as possible, he tried to shoot
I them at the same time of year as the original.
: Further, he used the same type of old-fashioned
| camera that Jackson used. Jackson brought
| more than 300 pounds of equipment to each
I location and developed his prints on-site in a
| mobile darkroom. He would haul the equip-
< ment in a special train car, or a converted Civil

War army ambulance, or sometimes by horse.
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Fielder, by comparison, only carried around 65
pounds of equipment, and he took along an as-
sistant on his many arduous climbs up and down
valleys. He felt he achieved the exalted status of

a “perspective detective” in his many searches for
the exact spot. During his many adventures in the
Colorado wilderness, he climbed 14,000-foot-high
mountains, crossed streams, and contended with
traffic on busy highways. Altogether, in his travels
crisscrossing Colorado, Fielder said he felt he had
traveled a million miles.

In addition to sharing his photographs, Fielder
shared his passion for Colorado’s great outdoors.
As he traveled, he became very familiar with the
majestic vistas, one of which inspired the song,
“America the Beautiful.” His work brought him
to many wonderful and beautiful places, and from
this great love, he has become an advocate for
maintaining as many of these places in their natural
state as nature labored to make them in its millions
of years of time.

Fielder shared some of his frustration with the
state’s current administration by telling the audi-
ence of his time on the board of Great Outdoors
Colorado (GOCO). Their greatest achievement was
partnering with Douglas County to purchase a con-
servation easement for 22,000 acres of the Green-
land Ranch for $10 million. Fielder lost his position
on this board when Governor Owens was elected
and criticized the board’s decisions since then.

Next month, on March 20 at 7 p.m., the Palmer
Lake Historical Society will present Chuck Pyle,
a nationally known country-western singer from
Palmer Lake. Those who have chosen not to be part
of society will have to pay $5 a head at the door. For
members, admission is free.

See photos on the facing page

HAP’s goals are
good health and well being

| Kenmore Side-by-

Side Refrigerator
22 Cu. Ft.~Like New
With Ice Maker and
Water Dispenser

S175
484-0677

-
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Want prompt delivery of every
issue direct to your mailbox?

The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership (HAP)
recently received its nonprofit 501c3 status from the
Internal Revenue Service. HAP was formed in 1996
to identify and respond to the area’s community
health and wellness needs and to foster good health
and well-being. Partnerships with various agencies
were formed in order to meet those goals. In January,
HAP co-sponsored the health and wellness fair with
the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce.

Under the guidance of a board of directors and
the current president, Dale Smith, chief of the Palmer
Lake Police Department, HAP has worked with the

Colorado Springs Domestic Violence Response

T Team to form a Tri-Lakes Domestic Violence

Prevention Committee. Partners in health issues

include Penrose-St. Francis Health Care System,
Beth-El College of Nursing, Centura Health, School
District 38 and the Little Log Church (a reading lit-
eracy program), and the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Com-
merce. A collaborative agreement between HAP and
Penrose-St. Francis supplies this area with a pastoral
nurse, Elizabeth Slusser, who provides health educa-
tion, counseling, and resource referral and advocacy
to area residents. Through
Centura Health, HAP provides a monthly foot care
clinic for seniors.

The board meets the second Friday of the month.
For information, call Marylou Doehrman, 719-481-
3282.

Subscribe to OCN!
$15 for 12 issues
Name

Address

City, State Zip

Our Community News
P.O. Box 1742

Mail this form with a check or money order to

Monument, Colorado 80132-1742
Questions? Call John Heiser, 488-9031
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| Thinking of Buying?

: Buying a new home is a big decision. Allow me to guide you through your next
home purchase. I have a strong commitment to our community, and to serving

I homebuyers in this market. My Home Buying Plan will help you find the home

I of your dreams

I 1660 Ridgeview Circle

| 7 Bedrooms, 5 Baths, 6500+ sq. ft.

| Woodmoor Elegance at the end of

| a cul-de-sac. Great floor plan for all

| occasions from entertaining singles

| to extended family! MLS #359935

|

| Call Terry Galloway @

| 488-0009 — home office or 487-3326 — office direct line

| Terry@RealEstateByTerry.com
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The Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting

John Fielder, Author/Photographer

Jane Griswold Smith holds the book she bought.

Join the 21°" Century

And let your business card pave the way!

B

| Mike Miller 719-481-4010

Mini-CD presentations
Business-card size
Professional

Created for you personally
Special rates for first 20 callers
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www.sonshine-enterprises.com |

Photos by Lyne Lundquist
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John Fielder and Sam DeFelice, PLHS President
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Larry Myers, PLHS Coordinator (on left) and authro/photographer John Fielder

Monument-Black Forest
20 years of experience
Honest, dependable
I provide all supplies.

References available 495-6772

LG
# leleflorn

Flower Shop

Deliveries in the Tri-Lakes Area!
Worldwide Service

719+481-2034

Monument Plaza
481 Highway 105 » Suite |
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Our Community Calendar

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, you
are strongly urged to double-check the time and place
of any event you wish to attend by calling the info
number for that event.

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon.,
Mar. 3, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd
St. Normally meets the first and third Mon. each
month. Info: 481-2954.

e El Paso County Water Authority, Wed., Mar. 5,
9 am., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd Floor Hearing Room.
Normally meets the first Wed. each month. Info:
520-6300.

e Monument Public Works Committee, Wed.,
Mar. 5, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd
St. Normally meets the first Wed. each month.
Info: 481-2954.

e  Woodmoor Improvement Association Board
Meeting, Wed., Mar. 5, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn,
1691 Woodmoor Drive. Normally meets the first
and third Wed. each month. Info: 488-2694 or visit
www.woodmoor.org.

e Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu.,
Mar. 6, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 54 Valley
Crescent. Normally meets the first Thu. each
month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

e Larkspur Planning Commission Meeting,
Mon., Mar. 10, 6:30 p.m., Larkspur Town Hall,
9524 Spruce Mountain Road. Normally meets the
second and fourth Mon. each month. Info: 303-
681-2324.

e Monument Planning Commission, Wed., Mar.
12, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St.
Normally meets the second Wed. each month.
Info: 481-2954.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop,
Wed., Mar. 12, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town
Hall, 54 Valley Crescent. Normally meets the
second Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Mar.
13, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 54 Valley
Crescent. Normally meets the second Thu. each
month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon.,
Mar. 17, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd
St. Normally meets the first and third Mon. each
month. Info: 481-2954.

e El Paso County Planning Commission, Tue.,
Mar. 18, 9 a.m., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd Floor Hearing
Room. Normally meets the third Tue. and
optionally the fourth Tue. each month. Info: 520-
6300.

e Monument Parks and Landscape Committee,
Tue., Mar. 18, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall,
166 2nd St. Normally meets the third Tue. each
month. Info: 481-2954.

e  Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District
Board Meeting, Tue., Mar. 18, 1 p.m., Conference
Room, District Headquarters Building 1845
Woodmoor Drive. Please note the schedule
change. Normally meets the second Tue. each
month. Info: 488-2525.

e  Woodmoor Improvement Association Board
Meeting, Wed., Mar. 19, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn,
1691 Woodmoor Drive. Normally meets the first
and third Wed. each month. Info: 488-2694 or visit
www.woodmoor.org.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting,
Wed., Mar. 19, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town
Hall, 54 Valley Crescent. Normally meets the
third Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Larkspur Town Council Meeting, Thu., Mar.
20, 6:30 p.m., Larkspur Town Hall, 9524 Spruce
Mountain Road. Normally meets the third Thu.
each month. Info: 303-681-2324.

e Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board
Meeting, Thu., Mar. 20, 7 p.m., Lewis-Palmer
Administration Building, 2nd and Jefferson.
Normally meets the third Thu. each month. Info:
488-4700.

Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board
Meeting, Tue., Mar. 20, 7 p.m., conference room
at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Highway 105 west
of Monument near the bowling alley. Normally
meets the third Thu. each month. Info: 481-2312.
Larkspur Planning Commission Meeting,
Mon., Mar. 24, 6:30 p.m., Larkspur Town Hall,
9524 Spruce Mountain Road. Normally meets the
second and fourth Mon. each month. Info: 303-
681-2324.

Woodmoor-Monument Fire Protection District
Board Meeting, Mon., Mar. 24, 8§ a.m., 1855
Woodmoor Drive. Normally meets the fourth
Mon. each month. Info: 488-3303.

El Paso County Planning Commission, Tue.,
Mar. 25, 9 a.m., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd Floor Hearing
Room.. This hearing will be held only if there are
more items than can be completed on Mar. 18.
Info: 520-6300.

Triview  Metropolitan  District  Board
Meeting, Wed., Mar. 26, 6:30 p.m., District
Office, 174 North Washington St. Normally meets
the fourth Wed. each month. Info: 488-6868.
Monument Police Advisory Committee, Wed.,
Mar. 26, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166
2nd St. Normally meets the last Wed. each month.
Info: 481-2954. . .

El Paso County Water Authority, Wed., Apr. 2,
9 am., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd Floor Hearing Room.
Normally meets the first Wed. each month. Info:
520-6300.

Monument Public Works Committee, Wed.,
Apr. 2, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd
St. Normally meets the first Wed. each month.
Info: 481-2954.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board
Meeting, Wed., Apr. 2, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn,
1691 Woodmoor Drive. Normally meets the first
and third Wed. each month. Info: 488-2694 or visit
www.woodmoor.org.

Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu.,
Apr. 3, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 54 Valley
Crescent. Normally meets the first Thu. each
month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon.,
Apr. 7, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd
St. Normally meets the first and third Mon. each
month. Info: 481-2954

Monument Planning Commission, Wed., Apr.
9, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St.
Normally meets the second Wed. each month.
Info: 481-2954.

Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop,
Wed., Apr. 9, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 54
Valley Crescent. Normally meets the second Wed.
each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Apr.
10, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 54 Valley
Crescent. Normally meets the second Thu. each
month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

Larkspur Planning Commission Meeting,
Mon., Apr. 14, 6:30 p.m., Larkspur Town Hall,
9524 Spruce Mountain Road. Normally meets the
second and fourth Mon. each month. Info: 303-
681-2324.

LOCAL LIBRARY EVENTS
The Palmer Lake Library hours are Monday 10
a.m. — 6 p.m., Wednesday 10 a.m. — 8 p.m., Friday
10 am. — 6 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m. —2 p.m.
66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.
- Thur., 10 a.m. - 9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 am. -6
p.m., Sun., 1 - 5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive.
Info: 488-2370.

Monument Library After School Kids @ Your
Library, every Mon., 4:15 to 5 p.m., Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive.
Students in elementary school are invited to
come to the library for games, crafts, book talks,
storytelling and more. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Storytimes, every Tue., For

ages 3-7 at 10:15 am. and 11 a.m., Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive.
Info: 488-2370.

Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed.,
10:30 a.m., Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Stories and more for toddlers and
children. Info: 481-2587.

Monument Library Toddler Time, every Thu.,
10:15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m., Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive. A program
for one- and two-year-olds (plus a caring adult)
that introduces the delights of thyme, rhythm, and
a few special stories as a first step to reading. Info:
488-2370.

Monument Library Snuggle-Up Storytimes,
every Thu., 7 to 7:30 p.m., Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive. Children
age three and up are invited to come in pajamas
and bring a favorite cuddly to these evening
storytimes for the whole family. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Teen Tuesdays, Writer’s
Workshop, Tue., Mar. 4, 3 - 4 p. m. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive.
Creative tips for catchy chronicles. Normally
meets the first Tue. of each month. Info: 488-
2370.

Monument Library First Wednesday History
Club, Wed., Mar. 5, 1 - 3 p.m. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive. The topic
for discussion is origins of the Civil War. Favorite
books about the Civil War will be discussed for
the next few months. All are welcome to attend.
Info: 488-2370. .

Palmer Lake Library Book Group, Fri., Mar.
7, 9 a.m., Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. The book this month is Prodigal
Summer by Barbara Kingsolver. Info: 481-2587.
A Dr. Seuss extravaganza, Sat., Mar. §, 2 p.m.,
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Drive. Celebrate the birthday of Dr. Seuss by
listening to some of his favorite stories read by
local personalities. Enjoy Cat in the Hat crafts and
treats. Info: 488-2370.

Palmer-Divide Quiltmakers show, Sat., Mar. 8
- Sun., Mar 30, Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Drive. Hanging works of skillful
stitches will be on display. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Teen Tuesdays, “Read-
n-feed,” Tue., Mar. 11, 3 to 5 p.m., Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive.
Bring your favorite book that is also a movie!
Be ready to discuss the differences over theater
snacks and drinks. Normally meets on the second
Tuesday of the month. Info: 488-2370.

National Quilting Day, Sun., Mar. 16, 1:30-4:
30 p.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Drive. Featuring Bobbie Aug, quilt
historian and author, 2:30 p.m. Bring your
antique quilts for Bobbie’s talk, an “Antique
Quilt Commentary.” For kids: 2 p.m., “paste-up”
quilt blocks for younger kids; 3:00, hand-piecing
instructions for older kids. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Teen Tuesdays, “Art
‘Scape,” is not meeting in March. Normally meets
the third Tuesday of each month. Info: 488-2370.
Imagination Celebration: Mon., Mar. 24 - Thu.,
Mar 27. The following four events are part of the
annual Imagination Celebration. Space is limited
at these performances during spring break;
please check with each program location about
availability.

Mon., Mar. 24, 3:30 p.m., Adventures with Alice
in Wonderland, Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive. Play along with
participation storytelling, create some mad-hatter
art, and crown yourself the Queen of Hearts.
Especially suited for elementary-age children.
Info: 488-2370.

Tue., Mar. 25 at 10:30 am. and 1 p.m., The
Puppet Lady Extravaganza, Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive. Laugh out
loud at Patti Smithsonian’s hilarious puppet show
in which the most glamorous costume in all the
world is actually a puppet stage for an entire cast
of miniature characters. Info: 488-2370.
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Wed., Mar. 26, 10:30 a.m., Books Give You
Wings, Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. Join Inspector Magic in this entertaining
program which proves that reading is Magic!
Children who answer questions about the books
used in the program will be called on to help with
the magic! Ask for the book list at your library.
Info: 481-2587.

Thu., Mar. 27, 10:30 a.m., The Looney Library,
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Drive. Peter and Wendy Harms share their love of
reading through audience participation, juggling,
storytelling, magic, and downright silliness. Info:
488-2370.

Monument Library Teen Tuesdays, Young
Adult Advisory Council will not meet in March
due to spring break. Normally meets the fourth
Tue. of each month Info: 488-2370.

Monument Library Teen Tuesdays, Writer’s
Workshop, Tue., Apr. 1, 3 - 4 p. m. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive.
Creative tips for catchy chronicles. Normally
meets the first Tue. of each month. Info: 488-
2370.

Monument Library First Wednesday History
Club, Wed., Apr. 2, 1 - 3 p.m. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive. The topic
for discussion is origins of the Civil War. Favorite
books about the Civil War will be discussed for
the next few months. All are welcome to attend.
Info: 488-2370.

Palmer Lake Library Book Group, Fri., Apr.
4,9 a.m., Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. Call the library for the title of the book
that will be discussed. Info: 481-2587.
Monument Library Teen Tuesdays, “Read-n-
feed,” Tue., Apr. 8, 3 to 5 p.m., Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive. Discuss
good reads with friends and food. Normally meets
on the second Tuesday of the month. Info: 488-
2370.

Monument Library Teen Tuesdays, “Art
‘Scape,” Tue., Apr. 15, 3 to 4 p.m., Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive. For
dabblers and doodlers. Normally meets the third
Tuesday of each month. Info: 488-2370.

For other library events, please check http://
ppld.org/communityconnections/calendar.

OTHER EVENTS
Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce Annual
Dinner/Silent Auction, Sat., Mar. 1, at the U.S.
Air Force Academy. The public is welcome to
feast at a superb buffet, enjoy a free cocktail hour,
dance to the sounds of Reckless and gain new
knowledge about comical chamber activities. This
year’s theme is Mardi Gras. Corporate tables are
available. Donations for silent auction items are
welcome. Info and RSVP: Marylou at 481-3282.
Lucretia Vaile Museum “All Things Harley”
exhibit; Celebrating 100 years of an American
legend. Through Mar. 29, Saturdays, 10 - 2 p.m.
In 1903 two friends, W.S. Harley and A. Davidson
had an idea for a motor-driven bicycle. The rest is
history. 66 Lower Glenway St., Palmer Lake. Info:
559-0837.
Colorado Art Education Association annual art
exhibit, through Sat., Mar. 8, Tri-Lakes Center for
the Arts, 304 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake. Info:
481-0475, or visit www.trilakesarts.com.
Historic Monument Walking Tour: Mon., Mar.
3,10:30 a.m. to 12 noon, weather permitting. Meet
at Limbach Park at the SW corner of Front and 2"
Streets. Tours will be given the first Monday each
month, from Feb. 3 to June 2. Guided by local
historian Jim Sawatzki. Info: call Jim at 481-
3963.
Monument Homemakers Club monthly potluck
lunch, Thu., Mar. 6, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town
Hall. Normally meets the first Thu. each month.
Info: Kay Reuteler, President at 488-3263.
Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Mar. 6,
7 p.m., Church of Woodmoor, Furrow Road.
Normally meets the first Thu. each month. Info:
488-0074.
Palmer-Divide Quiltmakers Show, Sat., Mar. 8
- Sun., Mar 30, Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Drive. Hanging works of skillful

stitches will be on display. Info: 488-2370.

FOBL ADVENTURES FOR FUNdraising,
Sat., Mar. 8, 1 p.m. An easy/moderate 2 mile hike
in Fox Run Regional Park. Cost: $10, or $15 with a
Save Ben Lomond t-shirt. Info: Barb Linnenbrink
at 481-2571, blinnen@d20.co.edu.

Western Museum of Mining and Industry
Super Saturday: Mine the Arts. Sat., Mar. 8,
1-4 p.m. Get a new perspective...see the museum
through the eyes of an artist! Meet local artists as
they share their creativity and love of the museum’s
subject matter. Experience the museum’s 30-foot
mural wall. Perform modern dance to the rhythm
of the steam engines, and make your own work
of art as a souvenir of the day! $3.00 per person,
reservations requested by calling 719-488-0880.
1025 East Northgate Road in Gleneagle on the
Reynolds Ranch. It can be reached from 1-25 Exit
156a. Info: 488-0880, www.wmmi.org, or e-mail:
info@wmmi.org.

Women’s Business Owners  Quarterly
Luncheon, Tue., Mar. 11, 11:30 a.m., Gleneagle
Country Club. Linda Rinehart, Colorado Springs
City Council candidate and national speaker, will
present: “Do What You Are!” Normally meets
on the second Tuesday of each month. RSVP to
Karen, 487-8900.

Black Forest Chapter of AARP monthly potluck
lunch, Wed., Mar. 12, noon, at the Country Buffet
at 7665 N. Acedemy Blvd. Normally meets the
second Wed. each month. Retired? Join the group
for speakers, entertainment, and fun trips (New
Orleans in April!). Info: Chuck Eaton at 495-
2443,

Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter,
Thu., Mar. 13, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1,
18650 Highway, 105 west of Monument near the
bowling alley. Normally meets the second Thu.
each month. Info: 481-3364.

FOBL ADVENTURES FOR FUNdraising,
Sat., Mar. 15, 10 am. A moderate/challenging
4 mile hike in Blodgett Peak Open Space (just
south of the AFA). Cost: $10, or $15 with a Save
Ben Lomond t-shirt. Info: Sue Buell at 481-2474,
suebuell@earthlink.net.

National Quilting Day, Sun., Mar. 16, 1:30
- 4:30 p.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Drive. Featuring Bobbie Aug,
quilt historian and author, 2:30 p.m. Bring your
antique quilts for Bobbie’s talk, an “Antique
Quilt Commentary.” For kids: 2 p.m., “paste-up”
quilt blocks for younger kids; 3:00, hand-piecing
instructions for older kids. Info: 488-2370.
Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce “Business
After Hours,” Tue., Mar. 18, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
at Springs Spas, 13820 Gleneagle Drive. Food,
drinks, and networking. Open to all. Cost for
nonmembers, $9. Info: 481-3282.

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Thu., Mar. 20,
7 p.m. Chuck Pyle, nationally known cowboy/folk
singer from Palmer Lake will entertain with story
and song. Find out why Pyle is Bill Gates’ favorite
musician. Cost, $5 for nonmembers; members
free. Normally meets the third Thu. each month.
Info:  www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/plhs/ or 559-
0837.

MOMS Club of Monument New Member
Social, Fri.,, Mar. 21. New member socials are
held the Friday before the last Wednesday of each
month. A great opportunity for Moms and Kids!
Contact Amy G. at 488-1718 for information and
directions.

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club February
luncheon, Fri., Mar. 21, 11 a.m. at the Air Force
Academy. The luncheon speaker will be Susan
Carnahan: “What’s Sex Got to Do With It? A
guide to understanding the real difference
in communicating with the opposite sex.”
Reservations must be made with Kristen Kelly at
488-9581 or at reservations@tlwc.net. Tri-Lakes
Women’s Club hold monthly meetings, September
through May, and offers several interest groups
throughout the year. All interested women living
in School District 38 are invited to participate
in the organization. Tri-Lakes Women’s Club
has over 200 members and sponsors the annual
Pine Forest Antique Show and Sale. Proceeds
from this fundraiser benefit local non-profit

groups. Information about TLWC is available at
www.tlwe.net or by contacting Susan Shekerow at
sjsdance@aol.com or Diana Woods at 488-3135.

e Blood Drive to benefit the Memorial Hospital
Blood Bank, Wed., Mar. 26, 2 - 6:30 p.m., Tri-
Lakes Fire Protection District Station No. 1, 18650
Hwy 105. Info: call 481-2312.

e Western Museum of Mining and Industry
Spring break schedule: Events are scheduled
from 1-2:30 p.m., regular museum admission
applies. Reservations are required. 1025 East
Northgate Road in Gleneagle on the Reynolds
Ranch. It can be reached from I1-25 Exit 156a. Info
and reservations: 488-0880, www.wmmi.org, or
e-mail: info@wmmi.org.

e Thu., Mar. 27, Hard Rock and Cookie Mining!
Begin to understand the geology of hard rock
mining and learn about the process through
fascinating exhibits: drill, blast, muck and haul!
Afterward, translate this new knowledge to a
hands-on experience as you play the cookie
mining game!

e Fri, Mar. 28, Catch the gold rush fever and
imagine yourself: A Donkey Prospector!
Scratch the museum’s donkey mascots, Oro
and Nugget, behind their long ears. Learn about
donkeys and how early gold miners used them as
transportation. Afterward, prepare to survive an
imaginary prospecting expedition in the “general
store.” Complete the experience by panning
for and finding real gold - catch and release of
course!

e Sat,Mar. 29, Electricity...It’s Shocking! Venture
to the museum to explore the marvels of electricity
through interactive presentations and games (of
course, safety first!). Become a living model
of static electricity and learn about electrical
generation as you build the human power plant!
You’ll get a charge out of it!

e  Monument Homemakers Club monthly potluck
lunch, Thu., Apr. 3, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town
Hall. Normally meets the first Thu. each month.
Info: Kay Reuteler, President at 488-3263.

e Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Apr. 3, 7 p.m.,
Church of Woodmoor, Furrow Road. Normally
meets the first Thu. each month. Info: 488-0074.

e Tri-Lakes Women’s Club Presents A Benefit
Wine Tasting, Thu., Apr. 3, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Doolittle Hall, Air Force Academy, 3116 Academy
Drive. The public is welcome to enjoy a fabulous
evening with local celebrity wine pourers and
light hors d’oeurvres. Purchase tickets online
at www.communityproj@tlwc.net for $25 per
person (will call), or at the door for $30 per person.
Proceeds will benefit the District 38 community.
Info: phone Sandy at 488-1923.

e NEPCO Meeting: Sat., Apr. 5. All are welcome
to this meeting of local homeowners associations.
For information regarding time, place, and
program, call Steve Sery, 488-8533.

e Historic Monument Walking Tour: Mon., Apr.
7, 10:30 a.m. to 12 noon, weather permitting.
Meet at Limbach Park at the SW corner of Front
and 2" Streets. Guided by local historian Jim
Sawatzki. Info: call Jim at 481-3963. Tours will be
given the first Monday each month through June
2..

e Western Museum of Mining and Industry
Super Saturday: Mining Camp Newspaper!
Sat., Apr. 12, 1 - 4 p.m. Learn about the
importance of communicating the news through
print — both currently and historically. Listen
to modern journalists as they explain their
profession. Hear stories, funny and serious, from
century-old mining town newspapers. Then,
receive an assignment and become a reporter for
the museum’s newspaper: The WMMI Post! $3.00
per person, reservations requested by calling 719-
488-0880. 1025 East Northgate Road in Gleneagle
on the Reynolds Ranch. It can be reached from I-
25 Exit 156a. Info: 488-0880, www.wmmi.org, or
e-mail: info@wmmi.org.

To have your Tri-Lakes area event listed in Our
Community Calendar, please contact John Heiser at
(719) 488-9031, FAX (719) 488-3455, P.O. Box 1742,
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742, or  our_commu-
nity_calendar@hotmail.com.
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"Your Community Tax Team"

.ﬂ . TAX PREPARATION
' 481-6555

e Individual & Business Tax Returns 30 Years Experience
Financial Statements Reasonable Rates

Cafeteria & Retirement Plans

Next to the Office Center

Ask about our new client discount.

Accounting & Tax Services Enrolled Agent Licensed by the IRS

Payroll Saturday Appointments Available

Tax Planning Convenient Monument Location
Business Licensing 251 Front Street, #11B, Monument
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