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Tri-Lakes Forum grapples with growth
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By John Heiser
More than 40 people attended the Tri-Lakes Forum on 
the evening of Jan. 21, proving that growth and concerns 
about its impact on the area is a topic that still attracts a 
crowd.

The forum, entitled “The Changing Face of the Tri-
Lakes Area,” was sponsored and hosted by the Tri-Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce and moderated by Marylou 
Doehrman, the chamber’s executive director.

Panelists were Darryl Edwards, Mountain View 
Electric’s manager of member services, Monument May-
or Betty Konarski, Palmer Lake Mayor Nikki McDonald, 
and Woody Woodworth, owner of the High Country 
Store in Monument. Rick Blevins, of Monument Market-
place developer Vision Development, Inc., had to cancel 
at the last minute due to a family emergency.

Doehrman introduced the session saying, “We 
want people to have a voice in the changing face of the 
Tri-Lakes area.” She expressed concern about the frag-
mentation of the area, e.g., Monument, Palmer Lake, 
Woodmoor, Gleneagle, and said the chamber is willing to 
create a task force to address problems.

Edwards presented a series of facts about Mountain 
View Electric (MVE):
• The rural electric cooperative was founded in 1940 

with 50 members. When MVE incorporated in 1941, 
it had 250 members.

• The number of services (meters) has grown 95 
percent in the past 10 years, from 19,000 in 1994 to a 
projected 37,000 by the end of 2004.

• Two-thirds of the members are west of Calhan. There 
are 10,000 members in the Tri-Lakes area.

• In the 1950s and 1960s, the members were 80 percent 
rural. Edwards said, “If there was an outage, they 
would send us a postcard.” Now 80 percent of the 
members are urban and have higher expectations for 
reliability and power quality. Edwards later added 
that 80 percent of members are residential.

• MVE serves an area of 5,500 square miles and 
employs 120.

• Over the past decade, the capital investment in the 
plant has grown 195 percent, from $45 million to 
$133 million. The number of substations has grown 
from 14 to 20. During that time, fi ve substations have 
been upgraded. MVE is planning to upgrade fi ve 
more and build two new substations.

• Since 1994, MVE has added 1,000 miles of power 
lines; 60 percent of those additional miles are 
underground. He said that although underground 
lines look nicer, they cost three times as much to 
install as overhead lines and have a 20-year life, half 
that of overhead lines.

• MVE is planning to spend $30 million over the 
next two years for upgrades, replacements, and 
new construction. Edwards said, “It is a struggle 
fi nancially.” Due to potential delays obtaining 
easements and permits, he said MVE tries to remain 
fi ve years ahead of predicted growth.

(Continued on page 2)
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Above: More than 40 residents attended 
the Jan. 21 Tri-Lakes Forum sponsored by 
the  chamber of commerce. Right (left to 
right): chamber Executive Director Marylou 
Doehrman and panelists Palmer Lake Mayor 
Nikki McDonald, Monument Mayor Betty 
Konarski, High Country Store Owner Woody 
Woodworth, and Mountain View Electric’s 
manager of member services Darryl Edwards 
 Photos by John Heiser
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McDonald presented some 
background on Palmer Lake:
• She has lived there 24 

years and been mayor for 
31⁄2 years.

• The town’s new well is 
scheduled to be on-line 
in February or March 
to help with the demand 
for water during the 
summer.

• Thanks to a bequest, 
the town has completed 
a new town office and 
municipal center.

• There are only 50 
buildable lots left within 
the interior of Palmer 
Lake; other lots have 
a variety of issues, 
including access and 
utility service.

• There are some new 
businesses including 
a photo studio and 
an Internet café on 

Highway 105. There is no 
application for a liquor 
store at this time.

• The police department 
obtained a $72,000 
homeland security grant.

• The Willow Creek 
townhouses are finished. 
She said, “It is sad for a 
lot of us that have lived 
there a long time. It 
changed the look. When 
it was approved, we were 
told they would be good 
for the elderly. Now 
they are three stories 
and have steps to get 
to the first floor. It is a 
disappointment.”

• She said, “Think not 
about tomorrow but 
about 20 years from now. 
Some mistakes were 
made. Hopefully, we can 
correct some of those and 
continue to go on as we 
have and depend on our 

volunteers.”
Woodworth discussed his 
involvement in the commu-
nity and the state of the local 
economy:
• He has been owner of 

High Country Store 
for the past eight years. 
Over that time, he said 
his business has changed 
from a feed store serving 
ranches and selling 10 
tons of horse feed per 
week to more of a lawn 
and garden store serving 
houses and selling 
premium pet foods and 
10,000 pounds of grass 
seed per year. He said he 
now sells 5 tons of horse 
feed every two weeks, 
and garden sales are 50 
percent of gross sales. 

• Although he and his wife 
live in Colorado Springs 
near Manitou, they are 
heavily involved in the 
Historic Monument 
Merchants Association 
and other Tri-Lakes 
community activities. 
He said, “Even though 
this town is growing, it 
still has a small-town 
feel. This community is 
a good community for 
us. We aren’t planning on 
going anywhere. We are 
going to dig in our heels 
and survive.”

• Regarding the Home 
Depot expected to open 
in May or June, he said, “I 
don’t think we are overly 
concerned about it. We 
expect a drop in sales. 
We have to come up with 
ways to beat the big-box 
stores by providing better 
knowledge and service. It 
is a matter of getting to 
know who your customer 
is.” He added, “The 
independent store is the 
backbone of America.”

Konarski, mayor of Monu-
ment since Sept. 11, 2001, 
presented her vision for 
Monument and the area:
• At their September 2002 

retreat, the Monument 
board unanimously 
agreed that “Monument 
must become a full-
service community 
where people can live, 
work, and play, or it will 
be gradually engulfed by 
Colorado Springs.”

• To achieve that vision, 
Monument must grow 
its services. There 
must be a consolidation 
of functions. The 
multiplicity of special 
districts must eventually 
disappear into one 
cohesive and financially 
effective organization. 
Citizens cannot continue 
to support the costs 
of all the duplication 

FORUM (Continued from page 1)
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of infrastructure. Fire district 
merger and formation of a 
regional transportation authority 
are steps in that direction. 

• Monument must grow its 
boundaries while balancing such 
growth between residential and 
commercial growth to afford the 
expanded services.

• Monument will have two hearts: 
The historic center west of I-25 
with a regional park around the 
lake and small independent shops 
and restaurants drawing people 
from Denver, Pueblo and farther; 
and “New Town” east of I-25, with 
an athletic center, recreational 
fields open to the public, perhaps 
a new library, small performing 
arts center, movie theater, and 
affordable housing for teachers 
and the elderly. The two hearts 
would be connected through a 
system of roads, parks, and trails. 
There may be some subsiding 
of one part by another, but both 
must be healthy.

• The voters must not be afraid of 
affordable housing or commercial 
or industrial development. 
Without a mix of housing and 
jobs, Monument will stay a 
largely bedroom community.

• Avoid separatism: Elect people 
who represent the best interests 
of the whole area. Do not let 
boundaries keep you away from 
the process.

• Create community by supporting 
collaborative efforts such as 
Sertoma, the Tri-Lakes Women’s 
Club, Tri-Lakes Center for the 
Arts, and Tri-Lakes Views.

• Support collaborative 
organizations such as the Palmer 
Divide Water Group and mergers 
of special districts and perhaps 
even municipalities. Maybe the 
area will become the “City of Tri-
Lakes.” 

In response to a question about the 
feasibility of the consolidation of 
services, Konarski said, “You have to 
get a lot of egos out of the way. You 
need to see past all that. You the vot-
ers control all that.”

Regarding the inefficiencies of 
overlapping and fragmented delivery 
of services, Konarski added, “People 
in Jackson Creek can afford to pay 
just so much in taxes. They are the 
most heavily taxed in our area.” 

Referring to budgetary limita-
tions in Palmer Lake, Konarski said, 

“Nikki just said she is a dying mu-
nicipality.” McDonald replied that she 
had not said that, but acknowledged 
that having a largely residential tax 
base makes it difficult to fund ser-
vices.

Emphasizing the importance of 
sales tax revenue, Monument land-
owner John Dominowski said Monu-
ment property taxes are $270,000 and 
the police budget is $600,000. 

Woodmoor resident Benny 
Nasser said, “The thing that is going 
to drive this is water.”

Konarski replied, “[Protect Our 
Wells] is scared spitless. They al-
ready have wells going dry. Parker 
drilled a new well and is getting min-
iscule water out of it.” She suggested 
the Monument and Palmer Lake wa-
ter systems should be interconnected 
to help with storage and in times of 
drought.

In response to a question as to 
the source of water for the Monument 
Marketplace, Konarski replied that 
the Triview Metropolitan District has 
adjudicated wells.

Regarding how to invigorate the 
downtown Monument area similar to 
the old town in Castle Rock, Wood-
worth said, “You can’t have empty 
lots. You have to have sidewalks, 
streetlights, and shops that are open 
consistent hours.”

Maria Tillberry, owner of the Ex-
pectations salon in Monument, asked, 
“How many years have we been wait-
ing for sidewalks?” Konarski replied, 
“Since 1991. It is why you need a ‘big 
box’ [store].” She added, “It is no 
good to beautify the downtown when 
nobody is open after 6 p.m. and half 
the lots are empty.” 

Dominowski added, “I have been 
going to [Monument] Board of Trust-
ees meetings for 16 years waiting for 
sidewalks to be put in the budget.” 
Despite that, Dominowski lauded 
the efforts of the board of trustees to 
balance competing interests. He said, 
“The future is bright for Monument.”

There was a divergence of views 
on the turnout for the meeting. Doeh-
rman asked, “How do we get the rest 
of the people to get involved? We 
want to see representation from every 
area we cover.” Dominowski replied, 
“This many people is incredible. 
Compare it to the Board of County 
Commissioners with three people.” 
He expressed concern that if future 
meetings are too big or too struc-
tured, people will not feel as com-
fortable expressing their views.

The consensus was that the 
chamber should plan to hold another 
forum in about two months and in-
clude representation of local special 
districts (e.g., fire, water, sewer).

**********
For more information, contact the 
Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce at 
481-3282.
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By Jim Kendrick
At its first meeting of the New Year, 
on Jan. 5, the Monument Board of 
Trustees (BOT) unanimously ap-
pointed George Case, from the Po-
lice Advisory Committee, to replace 
Doug Warner as trustee until the 
April election. The board endorsed 
the Comprehensive Plan Update 
passed by the Planning Commission 
in August and started the process of 
considering two separate annexation 
and rezoning proposals for a whole-
sale gift business and a 140-acre 
subdivision. They also amended town 
zoning and subdivision regulations 
concerning recoupment, downtown 
water, and parking, and commercial 
public land dedication. Trustee Byron 
Glenn was absent. There were 10 
citizens in attendance for the regular 
meeting. 

Special Meeting
Draft Parks, Trails, and Open 
Space Master Plan: Monument 
Assistant Town Manager and Town 

Planner Mike Davenport reviewed 
the progress made to date on the draft 
Parks, Trails, and Open Space Master 
Plan and discussed a related Greater 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) grant as 
well as future GOCO grant applica-
tions. The draft plan, prepared by 
graduate students in urban planning 
at the University of Denver’s Colo-
rado Center for Community Devel-
opment, was submitted to GOCO on 
Dec. 17 for final payment. . The draft 
plan also shows GOCO how future 
grants would help support fulfillment 
of the plan’s goals and specific objec-
tives. Davenport proposed the follow-
ing steps for review and adoption of 
the master plan:
• Staff will compile citizen input 

from a survey included in the 
town’s December newsletter. 

• Staff will submit an edited and 
revised draft for a full review 
by the Monument Parks and 
Landscape (P&L) Committee. 

• Following a public notice, P&L 

would take public comment 
at its next regularly scheduled 
meeting, and then forward its 
recommendations, along with 
citizen comments, and the final 
draft to the Monument Planning 
Commission (PC).

• The PC would hold a public 
hearing on whether the master 
plan should be incorporated 
into the town’s recently revised 
Comprehensive Plan, which the 
PC approved in August 2003 and 
the BOT endorsed on Dec. 15.

• The PC would forward the 
final draft of the master plan 
and any recommendations and 
comments received to the BOT. 
The BOT would endorse the plan 
or send it back to the PC with 
recommendations for change. 

Davenport summarized the history 
of the master plan’s development and 
reviewed its major recommendations. 
He said that a section on creating 
a park and recreation area around 

Monument Lake needs to be added 
to the plan. Mayor Betty Konarski 
endorsed the plan’s comments that 
Monument is the northern gateway 
to the Pikes Peak region. She said 
the plan’s philosophical stand on 
connecting east and west Monu-
ment by trails crossing I-25 should 
not be lost during BOT turnover 
after the April election. 

Konarski also noted that a key 
feature of the master plan is the re-
quirement for view shed analysis of 
any commercial development adja-
cent to I-25 to protect motorist sight 
lines of the Front Range. (A view 
shed is a zoning area where build-
ing heights are restricted to prevent 
scenic views from being blocked by 
new construction.) Davenport noted 
that the viewshed regulations are 
not often seen in master plans. 

Trustee Dave Mertz asked Dav-
enport if all wording and maps were 
consistent between the Comprehen-
sive Plan and the master plan; Dav-
enport said yes. Mertz added that 
the proposed timeline for master 
plan adoption was too optimistic; 
Davenport said it would probably 
take twice as long as his ideal fore-
cast. Davenport also said the stron-
gest citizen comment was a general 
dislike of using the Preble’s mouse 
as a town mascot/icon; otherwise, 
the response to date was uniformly 
positive. Konarski suggested a BOT 
work session to provide the PC with 
budget priorities for the plan, be-
cause implementation depends so 
heavily on grants and grant timing. 
New GOCO grant application: 
Town Manager Rick Sonnenburg 
discussed the status of the town’s 
GOCO grant applications for the 
spring 2004 cycle. Applications for 
the various types of GOCO grants 
(open space, local parks, and out-
door recreation) are due the first 
three days in March. The town will 
ask GOCO to subsidize 70 percent 
of the cost of purchasing three par-
cels of Denver and Santa Fe West-
ern Railroad land west and south of 
Limbach Park for park expansion 

and for parking spaces. One parcel 
would expand the park west to the 
railroad tracks, and one parcel would 
expand the park south to connect 
with another parcel dedicated to the 
town by the developer of the Monu-
ment Addition No. 5 subdivision. The 
third parcel between Mitchell and 
the railroad tracks, south of Second 
Street, would be used for off-street 
parking. Monument has the right of 
first refusal to purchase this land 
from the railroad. The contract being 
negotiated will delay payment to the 
railroad until early 2005.
Newsletter: After receiving com-
ments on frequency and content of 
the town’s newsletter, Konarski said 
that monthly delivery would continue 
and asked that the mailing list–about 
1,200 resident and business license 
addresses–be updated. She added that 
copies of the newsletter would contin-
ue to be distributed to seniors at the 
Monday and Thursday lunches.
Triathlon: Konarski then noted that 
a triathlon will be scheduled for 
Monument July 10-11, if Monument 
Lake can be filled in time—after Fish 
and Wildlife confirmed that there 
would be no restriction on holding 
the event’s swimming competition in 
the lake. 

The special meeting adjourned at 
6:20 p.m.

Regular Meeting
Warner Commendation: A resolu-
tion commending Doug Warner for 
his service as trustee was approved 
unanimously. Warner was unable to 
attend the meeting because of in-
creased business obligations, which 
was his reason for resigning from the 
board in December. His service on 
the Parks and Landscape Committee 
and the Advisory Committee to the 
Regional Building Commission were 
also commended.
Case Appointed Trustee: George 
Case is a 13-year resident who served 
on the Police Advisory Committee 
for six years. Konarski reminded him 
that he would have to stand for elec-
tion in April if he chose to continue 
serving. He was approved 5-0. Town 
Clerk Judy Skrzypek administered 
the oath of office and Trustee Case 
took his place on the board for the 
remainder of the meeting. 
Police Advisory Committee Goes 
Dormant: The Police Advisory 
Committee’s number of vacancies 
increased from two to three after 
Case’s move to the BOT. Trustees 
cannot also serve on any of the three 
advisory committees. The commit-
tees each have five members. The 
Police Advisory Committee will now 
go dormant due to a lack of a major-
ity for a quorum. The Public Works 
Committee (PWC) similarly went 
dormant when the number of vacan-
cies increased from two to four after 
its July 2 meeting. Larry Neddo, the 
one remaining active PWC member 
after Mike Wicklund’s and Faye 
Elbaum’s terms expired, moved to the 
Planning Commission (PC) on July 
21. Furthermore, the lone remaining 
active advisory committee, Parks and 

Monument Board of Trustees meetings Jan. 5

Fabulous lot on lake side of Palmer
Lake!! Quiet area, trees, views of the lake,
mountains, and city lights!! Nearly 1⁄2 acre!!
SOIL TESTS DONE! A MUST SEE AT
ONLY $74,900!! MLS #388715

On top of the World!!! 4.8 acres in Palmer
Lake with views to die for of mountains, city 
lights, and the lake!! Close to national for-
est. A once in a lifetime lot!! Only $59,900!!
MLS #388014

Wonderful Pastimes re-sale!! Over 2,000
sq. ft., 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms. Large
backyard with views!! The lowest price in
the area!!. Only $205,000!!
MLS # 388048

Almost new walk out rancher in Red Rock 
Ranch!! Fabulous views, close to National
Forest, paved roads, level yard with RV park-
ing, main level living, 4 br, finished lower
level, rec. room w/wet bar, oversized garage
w/shop. Only $359,900!! MLS #386363

Custom Woodmoor Home with Unsur-
passed Views!! Over 3,700 sq. ft. walk-out
lower level. 4 br, 2.5 ba, family rm, 3 car ga-
rage, 1⁄2 acre lot backs ranch land!! Like new 
condition! Only $314,900!! MLS #388725

Treed Woodmoor Beauty! Over 3,800 sq.
ft. on corner lot & cul-de-sac. 5 br + 3.5 ba
+ office, formal living & dining rms, family
rm, walk-out LL, large eat-in kitchen + 3
car! The Perfect Home for only $379,900!
MLS #388714

(Continued on page 5)
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Landscape, has one vacancy due to 
the move of Ed Delaney to the PC on 
Oct. 6, with no volunteer to replace 
him at this time.
Annexation of Wahlberg Property: 
Davenport said that Steven Barr of 
Colorado Commercial Builders, Inc. 
requested, in a Dec. 31 fax, to appear 
before the BOT to make a presenta-
tion regarding possible annexation of 
140 acres southeast of Highway 105 
and Knollwood Drive. The property 
is listed in the August 2003 update of 
the Comprehensive Plan as a possible 
site for annexation. Barr is proposing 
mixed use, commercial and residen-
tial, development, of the parcel. 

Davenport observed that while 
state law calls for annexation and 
rezoning in a sequential manner, the 
common practice is for there to be 
agreement in principle on the pro-
posed development and the required 
zoning to implement it. He said the 
purpose of the presentation was to 
give the trustees an opportunity to 
ask questions of the developer in a 
public session, to preclude any con-
troversy over direct contact by Barr 
with trustees prior to application 
hearings. Steve Shuttleworth spoke 
for Barr at this meeting and was ac-
companied by Chuck Schoeninger. 

The development is called the 
Village Center at Woodmoor. Dav-
enport noted that this was the first 
annexation action under the revised 
Comprehensive Plan and revised zon-
ing and construction regulations.

Shuttleworth displayed a detailed 
sketch plan. The parcel is L-shaped, 
looking eastward along Highway 105, 
with a small cutout (lower left corner 
of the “L” on the northwest corner) 
that includes the Woodmoor Veteri-
nary Hospital and the new modular 
Integrity Bank building. The north-
west portion of the parcel would have 
commercial lots, the northeast portion 
patio homes, and along the southern 
boundary would be single family 
homes. The single direct access to 
Highway 105 would be aligned with 
the existing Mormon church entrance 
near Lake Woodmoor Drive. Another 
subdivision entrance would be on 
Knollwood, south of 105. The devel-
oper is negotiating with the owner of 
the property between the Wahlberg 
parcel’s Knollwood access and Jack-
son Creek Parkway for direct access 
to the parkway, as called for in the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

Mertz noted that the Comprehen-
sive Plan’s land use map showed com-
munity commercial zoning, which is 
different than what’s being proposed 
for this parcel. Davenport said that a 
different developer had suggested the 
use shown on the older map. He noted 
the new developer’s changed plans 
are consistent with the guidelines of 
the recently revised Comprehensive 
Plan, however. 

Davenport discussed the overall 
annexation timeline. The BOT must 
next hold an eligibility hearing in at 
least 30 days to determine if the pro-
posed annexation meets minimum 
state requirements; he suggested 
Feb. 16. If the proposed annexa-
tion is found eligible, the BOT must 

hold an annexation hearing 30-60 
days thereafter; he suggested April 
5. He said the BOT can and should 
also simultaneously review proposed 
zoning, platting, site plans, and the 
development agreement to expedite 
the annexation in a customary man-
ner. He added that the site plan would 
go through the Planning Commission 
before the BOT had to make its final 
annexation and zoning decisions. 

The current plan is for detached 
duplex patio homes, rather than apart-
ment buildings, with prices starting 
at $175,000. A sit-down restaurant, 
drive-through bank, and office space 
are also planned. Shuttleworth point-
ed out the green open space on the 
sketch plan, but noted that this sketch 
was a “bubble plan” and not firm at 
this time. He added that he would 
need help from the town in securing 
Jackson Creek Parkway access. 
Review of 2003 Update of the 
Comprehensive Plan: Davenport 
observed that although the PC has fi-
nal authority on adoption of the Com-
prehensive Plan, per Colorado state 
statute, the commission’s policy is to 
seek endorsement of the Comprehen-
sive Plan and subsequent revisions (to 
include the component Parks, Trails, 
and Open Space Master Plan) from 
the BOT because the trustees must 
subsequently approve the funds to 
implement all aspects of the plans.

Davenport gave an abbreviated 
summary of the changes in the up-
date and written comments received. 
He noted that the PC had decided 
against changing Forest Lakes Tech 
Center–the southernmost commercial 
area between I-25 and the railroad 
tracks, bordering the Air Force Acad-
emy–from light to heavy industrial 
(Planned to Mixed Industrial). The 
Schuck Corporation had requested 
the zoning change to allow a concrete 
batch plant to be built just east of the 
Monument Creek Regional Wastewa-
ter Treatment Facility shared by the 
Donala, Triview, and Forest Lakes 
water districts. Davenport reviewed 
the concerns of possible height con-
flicts with the Academy’s auxiliary 
runway immediately south of this lo-
cation and noted that the plan now re-
quires Schuck to notify any developer 
of this parcel about runway noise and 
hazards before construction begins. 

The Comprehensive Plan calls 
for annexations on a case-by-case 
basis, with two annexations pending: 
the Wahlberg and Kerr annexations. 
Discussion of the Kerr annexation 
was deferred until later in the meet-
ing as a separate agenda item.

Also in the revision to the plan:
• Downtown has been enlarged to 

extend from I-25 to Monument 
Lake. 

• Existing and future changes at 
the Monument Marketplace site 
are on the map.

A note regarding plans to add a park 
and athletic fields just south of Lewis 
Palmer High School, subject to varia-
tions caused by possible future school 
expansion, has been added, though 
the land use map has not been re-
vised to show this change. The fields 
would be southeast of the intersection 
of Higby Road and Jackson Creek 

Parkway.
By resolution, the BOT (includ-

ing Case) endorsed the revision to 
the Comprehensive Plan 5-1. Trustee 
Frank Orten voted no because the 
plan did not reduce the public land/
open space dedication requirement 
for commercial development be-
low 10 percent. He stated that this 
requirement is driving commercial 
development into nearby unincor-
porated county property, costing the 
town needed tax revenue.

Town consultant Community 
Matters, Inc. will now make all final 
corrections to the text and drawings 
and publish the finished revision in 
February.
2003 Comprehensive Update of 
Zoning and Subdivision Regula-
tions: Konarski recused herself 
from this issue. Due to the absence 
of Mayor Pro Tem Glenn, the board 
unanimously appointed Mertz to 
be interim chair. The BOT has held 

several hearings on this issue, taken 
a number of comments, and returned 
the draft consolidated regulations to 
the Planning Commission for further 
review. The PC made new recom-
mendations in November, which were 
incorporated. Davenport said that 
although the comprehensive update 
is not ready for BOT consideration, 
three regulation issues need to be 
addressed promptly for existing and 
potential development applicants: 
recoupment requirements, water and 
parking requirements in the down-
town area, and commercial public 
land dedication requirements. 
• Recoupment: Costs should 

be shared among developers 
who benefit from public 
improvements, easements, 
rights-of-way, and “on-site 
oversizing required to facilitate 
utility services to adjacent 
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We�re Your First Step. . .
. . .To getting the right mortgage.

VA, FHA, & Conventional Loans
Construction Lending
Fast & Free Pre-Approvals
Online Mortgage Applications
Plus, Historic Low Rates

Call Ruben for all your mortgage needs today!

Ruben Dinkel is a mortgage loan officer right here in the
Tri-Lakes Area who offers the experience you expect, and
the service you deserve.

Membership requirements apply.  1st mortgages available through Air Academy Service Corporation if you do not meet membership requirements. We do business in
accordance with the Federal Fair Housing Law & the Equal Credit Opportunity Act.  Branches also in Colorado Springs, Fountain Castle Rock, Parker, Highlands
Ranch, & on the USAFA. Federally insured by NCUA.

Equal Housing
Lender

Your savings federally
insured to $100,000

NCUA
National Credit Union Administration,

a U.S. Government Agencywww.aafcu.com

719-488-4943

Ruben Dinkel
Mortgage Loan Officer, Monument
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areas.” The first developer to 
build may have to pay for all the 
required public improvements, 
but would be reimbursed by 
other developers when they built. 
Recoupment would be paid on an 
“ability to serve basis” at the time 
of approval of the final plat or site 
plan.

• Downtown Parking and Water: 
The sunset date on the variance 
for downtown parking standards 
for businesses was extended to 
Dec. 31, 2004. Another regulation 

was added that states, “The 
replatting of existing [downtown] 
lots will not cause a reduction 
in the assumed amount of water 
available if the lots had not been 
replatted. Where this provision 
is used, compensating water 
conservation measures shall be 
taken.” Many existing downtown 
lots are smaller than would be 
required of a new subdivision 
and would not now meet existing 
water standards. This caveat 
prevents these small existing 
lots from becoming useless upon 
replatting.

• Commercial Public Land 
Dedication: This requirement 
was increased from 10 percent 
to 20 percent in 2000 and is 
now proposed to be returned 
to 10 percent for nonresidential 
development. Davenport said the 
rationale for the difference is that 
residential and nonresidential 
development requires police and 
fire protection, but new businesses 
do not generate an additional need 
for schools, parks, trails, and 
open spaces. The requirement 
for nonresidential dedication 
ranges from 2 percent to 30 
percent elsewhere in the region. 
The Planning Commission 
recommended keeping the 
requirement at 20 percent.

Board discussion focused on public 
land dedication. Orten felt that any 
land dedication was counterproduc-
tive to business development within 
the town. Mertz favored 20 percent. 
The other trustees favored 10 percent 
as a satisfactory compromise. Mertz 
reluctantly agreed to 10 percent, after 
suggesting 15 percent as a compro-
mise. The three changes to existing 
zoning and subdivision ordinances 
passed by a vote of 4-1. Orten voted 
no, opposing the 10 percent dedica-
tion requirement for nonresidential 
development, and Konarski ab-
stained. These changes to existing 
zoning and subdivision regulations 
will be incorporated in the final com-
prehensive revision.
Downtown Street Sweeping: On 
Dec. 15, Trustee Glenda Smith had 
voted no on the 2004 budget because 
downtown street sweeping was not 
included in the budget. At that time, 
she requested that Public Works Su-
perintendent Tom Wall estimate the 
2004 costs for sweeping downtown 
streets twice a month. At the January 
meeting, he said it would cost about 
$6,500 for the year—$3,500 for the 
first six months. Konarski asked 
Town Manager Rick Sonnenburg to 
add an agenda item for July where 
Wall will report actual expenses and 
compare them to his estimate for the 
first six months. At that time, the BOT 
will determine if downtown street 

sweeping will actually 
cost $6,500 for the year 
and then decide how to 
pay for this unbudgeted 
expense—either from 
unused Public Works 
funding, if available, or 
from the BOT contin-
gency fund. The street 
sweeping proposal and 
July analysis were ap-
proved unanimously.
Floodplain Adminis-
tration Intergovern-
mental Agreement 
(IGA): The IGA, be-
tween Monument and 
El Paso County, was 
first signed in July 1985 
and is renewed annu-
ally. It passed unani-
mously. Kevin Stilson, 
county floodplain ad-
ministrator, presented 

a plaque from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) hon-
oring the county’s community rating 
improvement on Oct. 1, 2003, which 
significantly reduced flood insurance 
rates countywide.
Town Well No. 7 Contract: Water 
consultant John C. Halepaska and 
Associates received two bids to lower 
the pump in well 7 (Arapahoe aquifer) 
to protect it from sand, silt, and other 
solids. The new pump and motor are 
larger, requiring the diameter of the 
well to be increased. The winning 
bid was from AmWest for $61,995. 
The amount budgeted in 2002 under 
Water System Capital Improvements 
for well 7 was $75,000 and has been 
carried forward twice (from 2002 and 
again from 2003). Well 7 is located 
east of the Santa Fe Trail parking lot 
on Highway 105.
Town Well No. 9 Proposal: Wall 
noted that seven bids were received 
for the new well (to be called No. 
9) and on-site water treatment plant, 
which was to be built at the south end 
of the Village of Monument subdivi-
sion (under construction southwest 
of Santa Fe Avenue and Old Denver 
Highway). He called the bids “cost 
of service estimates” and said it 
was clear that the original budget of 
$840,000 was not enough. “Based 
on the quotes received, it is likely 
the original scope of work could not 
be completed for under $1,100,000.” 
He added that treating the water 
from well 9 at the well 8 treatment 
plant “has the potential to save over 
$100,000, depending on the level of 
in-house versus contracted services.”

Town engineering consultant 
GMS, Inc. indicated in its letter of 
Oct. 10 that $620,000 could be saved 
by not building the well 9 treatment 
plant. However, GMS estimated this 
alternative would incur new costs 
of $206,100 for a new 7,360-foot 
transmission pipe from well 9 to well 
8 at Beacon Lite and Second Street. 
Another $327,600 would be required 
to increase the water treatment ca-
pacity at well 8 to properly treat the 
average flow of 175 gallons per min-
ute from well 9. Water from well 3 is 
already being pumped to well 8 for 
treatment.

However, the GMS savings indi-
cated on Oct. 10 were based on the 
BOT making a decision by the end 
of October. GMS also said its cost 
estimates were “provided without the 
benefit of any detailed preliminary 
or final design or construction docu-
ments.” GMS was the only company 
to offer to coordinate bidding for 
Wall’s revised concept. Wall proposed 
that he “redirect the engineering and 
design phases to the town’s existing 
consultants of John Halepaska and 
Associates, Inc., GMS, Inc., and/or 
the town engineer.” These two firms 
are the town’s primary water and en-
gineering consultants, respectively.

The board unanimously approved 
Wall’s revised water treatment con-
cept for well 9, based on these very 
preliminary cost estimates.
New Method of Compensation for 
Water Department Employees: 

(Continued on page 7)
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106 Second Street, Monument
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Leslie Killian
Holiday Specials

•Manicure/Pedicure
 $40 ($55 value)

•Spa Manicure with 
paraffin
 $20 ($25 value)

•Spa Pedicure with 
paraffin
 $35 ($40 value)

  providing services 
for your hands & feet
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Buy 4 massages - Get 5th FREE!
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Both new workers who 
will operate and maintain 
the Triview Metropolitan 
District water system, along 
with four current Public 
Works water employees, 
will be trained to the higher 
standards required by Triv-
iew. Pay scales are to be 
revised upward to match 
the higher qualifications. 
Additional salary cost is 
$4,992 for 2004, $3,328 for 
2005, and $3,120 for 2006. 
Training costs are already 
budgeted for the most part. 
Wall will prepare a final 
figure for approval as an 
expense over $5,000.
Disbursements over 
$5,000: Payments of 
$12,677.44 to GMS for engi-
neering services, $5,729.79 
to Halepaska for well 7 
consulting, and $6,539 for 
well 6 pump installation 
were approved unanimously 
without discussion. 
Planning Commissioners 
Reappointed: Ed Delaney, 
Larry Neddo, and Kathy 
Spence were reappointed 
through 2005. The ap-
pointment of Planning 
Commissioner Chairman 
Bob Mooney was extended 
through 2005 to ensure con-
tinuity.
Kerr Annexation: John 
Kerr, of Present Perfect 
Gifts, presented an an-
nexation petition on Jan. 2 
for a wholesale business to 
be located on the northeast 
corner of Second Street and 
Mitchell Avenue, west of 
the railroad tracks. Daven-
port recommended that the 
BOT schedule an eligibility 
hearing for the Kerr Addi-
tion No. 1 on Feb. 16. JKerr 
Properties, LLC is buying 
the 1.28-acre lot from Union 
Pacific Railroad Company. 
Davenport said the planning 
staff has advised Kerr “that 
the building, although a 
wholesale warehouse, must 
look like a downtown retail 
business to be in character 
for approval as a downtown 

business.” Kerr plans to 
eventually open a small re-
tail outlet in a portion of the 
building.

Part of the railroad land 
is the east half of Mitchell 
Avenue, which the town 
would not annex based on a 
10-year-old policy of all or 
nothing on annexing roads. 
In all, 1.84 acres would be 
annexed. The board unani-
mously approved the Feb. 
16 eligibility hearing date 
and will begin notification 

procedures for neighboring 
landowners and for the pub-
lic hearing.

The meeting adjourned 
at 8:35 p.m. to go into exec-
utive session regarding a ne-
gotiation. No announcement 
was to be made following 
this executive session. 

The next regular BOT 
meeting date was changed 
to Tuesday, Jan. 20, because 
Jan. 19 was Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day.

BOT JAN. 5 (Cont. from page 6)

Introducing our VA 3/1 Adjustable
Rate Mortgage as low as

4.375%/3.949% APR!*

Also, our conventional 30 Year
fixed rate 1st Mortgage as low as
5.625%/5.753% APR!**

Our Community News
To run on Sat., Feb. 7

Size: 4"x5"
Price: $45.00

We�re your first step. . .

Call or apply online today!

*APR=Annual Precentage Rate. For $160K for 360 mo. Rate adjusts after 36 months.  Thereafter, rate adjusts annually to the rate of the 1 year U.S. Treasury Bond
(currently 1.20%) plus 2.25%.  Maximum annual change is 1.00%, maximum lifetime change is 5.00%**APR=Annual Percentage Rate. For $160K for 360  mo. Rate
applies to 1st mortgages; subject to change. With approved credit. Membership requirements apply. 1st mortgages available through Air Academy Service Corporation
if you do not meet membership requirements.We do business in accordance with the Federal Fair Housing Law & the Equal Credit Opportunity Act.  Branches also in
Fountain, Castle Rock, Parker, Highlands Ranch, & on the USAFA. Federally insured by NCUA.
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Your savings federally
insured to $100,000

NCUA
National Credit Union Administration,

a U.S. Government Agencywww.aafcu.com

...To getting the right mortgage.

In Monument, Colorado Springs, and on the USAFA

264-1207

“Giving your windows the worx”
* Windows
* Window Film
* Solar Shades
* Blinds / Plantation Shutters
* Knotted Wood Plantation Shutters
* Retractable Awnings

HunterDouglas SOLEX AWNINGS

(financing also available)

Come see and feel the difference window tint can
do for your home at the Goetzmann Custom
Model Home in Homestead at Jackson Creek,
630 Saber Creek Dr. Monument or the John Laing
models in Gleneagle

719-481-5634
1-877-GOT-TINT
Local

Proudly offering:

�������������������������
������������������������������
�������������������
������������
���������������

�������

����������

��������

������

�������������

����������

Trust, strength, and technology have built our reputation.
Convenience, security, and service are building our future.

Come see what you can do with Stewart

�������

��������������������������������
�����������������������������������
��������������� �� �����������
����������������������������������
����������������������������

������������

����������������� � ������

�����������������
����������

� ��������� �� ������� �����
� �������������
� ��������������� � �����

����� ������������
�������������������
������� �������� �����
������������
������������ �����
��� ������������
���������������������

rs
719 488-3255

Dance Classes~Age 4-Adult
Ballet — Tap — Jazz — Hip Hop

Combination



Page 8 Vol. 4 No. 2 Page 9Sat., February 7, 2004

By Jim Kendrick
Ernie Bigg’s Lake of the Rockies 
campground dominated the Monu-
ment Board of Trustees (BOT) meet-
ing on Jan. 20 that lasted well over 
three hours. The existing recreational 
park’s re-plat was approved but the 
sketch plan for Lakeside Manor 
Estates was withdrawn when it ap-
peared the plan would be voted down. 
The application from the Chick and a 
Windshield repair business to oper-
ate in the King Soopers and Safeway 
parking lots was approved unani-
mously. Trustee George Brown was 
absent. 
 Because of heavy snow and 

traffic delays for a number 
of speakers, by unanimous 
vote of the board, the meeting 
agenda was not followed. Some 
agenda items were interrupted 
to complete others when some 
speakers arrived and had to 
leave as soon as possible. NOTE: 
This report arranges the events 
to correspond with the sequence 
of the published agenda for ease 
of understanding. – Ed.

Judge Ciccolella Reappointed: 
Town Clerk Judy Skrzypek admin-
istered the oath for the judge’s new 
term. Because his initial term was 
off cycle by one year from the two-
year terms required by town code, the 
expiring term was for only one year. 
This new term now complies with 

code and runs to December 31, 2005. 
Chick and a Windshield: Karen 
Evans requested a business license 
for her parking lot windshield repair 
operations in two Monument shop-
ping center parking lots. Husband 
and business partner Tim Evans 
spoke for the applicant, who could not 
attend due to illness. She had written 
the recently adopted regulation for 
the town of Monument that applies 
to four types of businesses that are 
not located in permanent stick-built 
structures. Konarski asked why they 
hadn’t had a license in four years of 
operation. Town Planner Mike Dav-
enport answered for Evans, saying 
that they had paid for a license each 
of the four years, but the town had 
never issued one because they didn’t 
know how to write one for a park-
ing lot business until creation of the 
ordinance they had written for Monu-
ment. Karen and Tim Evans received 
no compensation from Monument for 
numerous hours of research and writ-
ing the regulation. Konarski asked 
Evans why they had not paid taxes in 
four years. Trustee Dave Mertz an-
swered for Evans, reminding Konar-
ski that there are no taxes for repair 
businesses. Davenport said there was 
no way to renew his license at this 
hearing because he had never been 
issued the four licenses he had paid 
for. Evans’ application for a “new” 
license passed unanimously. 

Lake of the Rockies Master Plan 
Replat: Before the hearing began, 
Trustee Glenda Smith asked several 
questions of Trustee Byron Glenn. 
She asked Glenn if he was still em-
ployed at Manhard Consulting; he 
said no. He added that Manhard now 
serves as a consultant to his current 
employer. She asked him if he had 
referred Biggs, owner of Lake of 
the Rockies, to a consulting firm for 
this project, or Manhard Consulting 
in particular. Glenn said Biggs had 
approached him to ask if Manhard 
would do the consulting for these 
two actions. Glenn then introduced 
Tim Nelson of Manhard Consulting 
to Biggs as a potential consultant 
for Biggs’ replat and development of 
Lakeside Manor Estates before leav-
ing Manhard. Smith then asked Town 
Attorney Gary Shupp if Glenn’s rela-
tionship to Nelson and Biggs created 
a conflict of interest problem. Shupp 
said it did not create an actual conflict 
of interest and could only create what 
might appear to some to be an ap-
pearance of one. Glenn then said he 
did not need to recuse himself from 
the discussion because there was no 
conflict of interest nor the appearance 
of one. 

Konarski asked if the hearing on 
the replat and the sketch plan were 
separable because they involve the 
same parcel. Davenport said he had 
consulted Shupp and confirmed that 

they were different processes, cov-
ering separate parts of the parcel. 
The replat also concerns many 
irrevocable vesting rights while a 
sketch plan hearing is just a pro-
cess to see whether or not the town 
would have significant problems 
with an applicant’s proposed usage 
of a property. The sketch plan ap-
plication does not contain enough 
information to justify amending a 
PD site plan. Nelson said he pre-
ferred that the two agenda items 
remain separated. Konarski agreed 
to go with the agenda everyone else 
had agreed to follow before the 
meeting. 

Glenn then said, “Because of 
the animosity implied by Trustee 
Smith’s questions and the people 
in the audience, I think it best to 
recuse myself at this time even 

though there is no need.” Shupp 
prompted Glenn by saying 
“Based on a perception rather 
than a legal conflict?” Glenn 
said yes and left the hearing 
room. 

Davenport gave a detailed 
overview of the controversial 
history of the ten years of 
changes made on the Lake of 
the Rockies property “…de-
veloped differently than the 
approved 1993 [master develop-
ment] plan,” often without town 
approval. The planning com-
mission approved the master 
plan on April 28, 1993 and the 
BOT approved the master plan 
on May 10, 1993. The purpose 
of the replat application was to 
“revise the plan to reflect what 

actually has been developed on the 
site.” Davenport then said that the 
Monument post office had just in-
formed him that written notices had 
not been delivered to five neighboring 
property owners. Submitted neighbor 
concerns were:
• Violations of the plan 

requirements in the past.
• Moving of the RV storage area 

from the south to the north part 
of the site.

• RV sites on the north end appear 
to be used as residences instead 
of for camping. The plan should 
specifically prohibit occupancy 
from Nov. 1 to Mar. 31, except in 
the caretaker’s residence.

• Proposal for a go-cart track on 
the north. (Staff did not find this 
on the final replat plan.)

• Trees and berm that have been 
created along the south side of 
the property are not shown on the 
plan; they contribute to flooding 
on neighboring properties. Biggs’ 
assertion that neighbors should 
have checked his plat before 
purchase are invalid, because the 
plat does not show the cause of 
the flooding, nor was building of 
the berm approved by the town’s 
engineering consultants.

• Although numerous 
improvements are called for 
(horseshoes, shuffleboard, etc) 
the specific location of the 
improvements is not depicted. 

• Current one-way 12-foot roads 
are changed to two-way 24-foot 
roads.

• The number of parking places 
in the southeast corner, next to 
West Oak Ridge Subdivision 
increases from 29 to 36. This 
change, along the perimeter 
fence, will create much more dust 
along neighboring contiguous 
backyards. 

• The 40-foot park lane access 
to the new subdivision is 
inadequate.

• The year-round trailer park spoils 
the view and value of the lake as 
a recreational park. 

• Barbara Reed-Polatty commented 
“Can’t you just say ‘no’ to 
development once?”

The latter is related to the drainage 
report that was required by the plan-
ning commission on Dec. 10. The re-
port was not available at this hearing. 
Most of the flooding occurs on the 
property of Bob Mooney, chairman 
of the planning commission.

Nelson reviewed completed cor-
rections requested by town staff and 
the planning commission. Several of 
the trustees reiterated citizen con-
cerns. Nelson acknowledged these 
concerns saying he had only been 
associated with this replat for a short 
time. He and the trustees agreed 
that a grading plan rather than a full 
drainage report would be sufficient to 
resolve the flooding issue. 

Local attorney Tim Schutz ad-
dressed the board, recommending 

(Continued on page 9)
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approval of the replat, saying that what has been 
done in the past ten years is hard to reverse. Konar-
ski said, “I’m shocked. I’m surprised.” However, he 
asked that the town vigorously enforce the replat’s 
constraints, particularly those regarding occupancy 
of RVs when the trailer park is closed. Mertz said 
that the replat simply legalized a decade’s worth of 
deliberate violations by Biggs, which made him 
angry. He noted that some RVs were decorated 
with illuminated Christmas lights throughout the 
holiday season. There was agreement among board 
members that this is an enforcement issue. Nelson 
also said that the town should enforce its ordi-
nances. Mertz added that town ordinances should 
be reviewed “to see if we need a new one.” 

After the meeting Chief Kissell discovered that 
there is no ordinance prohibiting permanent occu-
pancy and no way to ask the RV occupants to leave 
even though the park is closed. Shupp was asked to 
research the legal definition of permanent residence 
to facilitate drafting an ordinance to preclude oc-
cupancy while the park is closed.

Trustee Mertz extensively questioned Nelson 
about the wooden screening fence along Mitchell 
Ave., noting it was not an adequate size to screen 
most of the RVs in the storage are. Davenport ex-
pressed concern that it would deteriorate over the 
years. Mertz added that it might become as ugly 
as the RV storage along I-25 by the weighing sta-
tion and give a trailer park appearance to what the 
town hopes is the entrance to a Monument Lake 
park that would become the major tourist attraction 
in the north end of the county. He asked that more 
buffering be required to help hide the unauthorized 
storage location. The replat was approved with 
these conditions, 5-0, Glenn abstaining.
Lakeside Manor Estates Sketch Plan: Early in 
2003, Monument obtained a right-of-way for a 40-
foot dirt road leading to the lake along the north-
eastern edge of the RV property. The “park lane” 
separated/isolated a portion of Biggs’ property. 
This proposed subdivision of six residential lots is 
on this separated portion. Trustees were concerned 
about the inadequacy of the park lane access for 
a permanent residential subdivision. For example, 
a moving van could not negotiate the 90-degree 
turn encountered at the edge of the lake when ap-
proaching from Mitchell Avenue. Schutz said he 
had strong concerns about “horse-trades” of land 
in the condemnation negotiations that were never 
reviewed at a public hearing, precluding neighbor-
ing citizen comment 
about the park lane’s 
size or apparently 
inadequate configu-
ration. He expressed 
concern that nego-
tiations to obtain land 
for appropriate curve 
radii along the park 
lane would be done 
with similar “horse-
trading” that again 
precluded public 
comment or review. 
Several trustees ex-
pressed concern that 
unauthorized actions 
would be taken by 
Biggs in the future, 
given the record since 
1993. Konarski asked 
if Biggs would be 
willing to have flood 
plain and Preble’s 
meadow jumping 
mouse assessments 
done before sketch 
plan approval. Nelson 
said it would be cost 
prohibitive to do so 

without assurances of approval of the sketch plan 
ahead of time. When it was apparent the trustees 
were going to reject the sketch plan because of all 
the unresolved issues, Nelson agreed to withdraw 
the sketch plan. 
Meeting location schedule: Town Clerk Skrzypek 
recommended that all BOT meetings be held in 
Town Hall until after the trustee election in April, 
due to lack of attendance at Creekside Middle 
School sessions. The board approved unanimously.
Lease-purchase for public works trucks: Glenn 
asked if it was a necessity for the four newly pur-
chased pickup trucks to be all four-by-fours and 
why they were all to be Chevrolet “Silverados.” 
Public Works Superintendent Tom Wall said two 
trucks were for the two new water employees 
that would be working at Triview Metropolitan 
District, taking over day-to-day water operations 
from Donala completely as of Feb. 1. The other 
two trucks are replacement trucks. Wall added that 
although “Silverado” was a luxury model of pickup 
in the past, the brand name now means four-wheel-
drive. The board approved unanimously.
Annexation policies: Davenport gave an overview 
of procedures for annexation of two parcels that 
was identical to those given to the parks and land-
scape committee and the planning commission. 
(These procedures are reported on in articles about 
those meetings and not repeated here.) Notification 
of annexation for the Wahlborg property was ap-
proved unanimously with the eligibility hearing 
date set for Mar. 1. 
Health care: The maximum reimbursement limit 
for one year for a town employee was increased 
from $2,500 to $7,000. Also, due to new hires, 
medical insurance payment authority was in-
creased from $14,000 to $15,000 per month. The 
board approved unanimously.
December financial report and disbursements 
over $5,000: Both were approved unanimously. 
Monument Police Department statistics for 
2003: The police department handled 1,103 cases: 
460 criminal, 97 traffic accidents, 164 incidents, 
and 382 supplemental actions. Total number of 
summons issued was 482. 
BOT election schedule: Skrzypek is the town 
election official. She distributed a seven-page 
schedule that lists numerous ballot requirements 
to help trustees and staff stay on schedule. The op-
tion of a mail-in election was rejected previously as 
too costly. Voting will take place at Town Hall and 
Creekside Middle School on Apr. 6.

BOT JAN. 20 (Continued from page 8)
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By Jim Kendrick
El Paso County Department of Trans-
portation Director John McCarty 
and County Commissioner Wayne 
Williams solicited support from 
the Monument Board of Trustees 
(BOT) on Feb. 2 for the joint El Paso 
County-Colorado Springs proposal 
to institute a countywide regional 
transportation authority (RTA.) This 
RTA would be larger, but similar to 
the Baptist Road Rural Transporta-
tion Authority; the same Colorado 
statute defines both. McCarty also 
discussed using a special county 1 
percent sales tax through 2015 as a 
way to raise additional tax revenue 
for funding specific countywide road 
and bridge building and repair proj-
ects as well as expanding city-county 
transit service. A permanent 0.45 cent 
sales tax dedicated to the RTA would 
remain in effect after 2015, when the 
one-cent sales tax sunsets. 

The regular BOT meeting was 
comprised mainly of awards cer-
emonies and routine approvals of 
payments for services. All trustees 
were present. 

Special Meeting
Mayor Betty Konarski opened this 
meeting, at 5:30 p.m., by saying that 
McCarty had asked the town for time 
to present the RTA proposal. He will 
also brief every other town and city in 
El Paso County, other than Colorado 
Springs, over the next few months. 
His purpose is to help each of these 
towns and cities think about the RTA 
proposal and prepare for meetings and 
administrative actions needed prior 
to the November ballot. Williams ac-
companied McCarty for the presenta-
tion, also urging the town’s support 
of the RTA and one-cent county sales 

tax ballot initiative. McCarty gave 
what he said was essentially the same 
information as the briefing presented 
at the Community Summit on Trans-
portation in Centennial Hall on Jan. 
14. He noted, for clarification, that 
the paper copy of the briefing slides 
he distributed was the version used 
in a preliminary briefing to gain ap-
proval of the County Commissioners 
and City Council on Dec. 29 for the 
slightly different slide presentation 
made at the press conference on Jan. 
14 in Centennial Hall. 
 The details of the RTA proposal 

are not repeated here in this 
article as they are unchanged 
from those reported in the related 
OCN article on the Jan. 14 
transportation summit, page 27. 

McCarty said, “In order to make it an 
attractive ballot issue, the RTA ballot 
language would provide a high level 
of certainty on how revenues would 
be expended.” The ballot language 
will give detail on which projects will 
be done and how much money will be 
allocated to each. These features are 
included due to lessons learned from 
the defeat of the water bond issue 
(Referendum A), which he said re-
sulted from lack of specifics on where 
water projects would be initiated. The 
RTA board would meet at the Pikes 
Peak Area Council of Governments 
(PPACG) building, since most of the 
RTA board members would also be 
on the PPACG board. PPACG staff 
would perform administrative servic-
es and funds distribution at very low 
cost since they are already familiar 
with, and involved in, the planning of 
these projects. The RTA board would 
be a “weak board” that would not set 
policy, but simply carry out the direc-

tions of the ballot language. McCarty 
promised that neither the city nor 
county would reduce current fund-
ing for road and bridge building and 
repair projects or transit service not 
paid for by the RTA. 

However, McCarty said the op-
tions to also include a $10 vehicle reg-
istration fee and a 2 percent visitor’s 
tax had lost significant support since 
the Jan. 14 presentation and most 
likely will not be part of the final 
wording of the ballot proposal. The 
Colorado statute that permits cre-
ation of rural/regional transportation 
authorities allows these two options. 
While the sales tax is projected to 
raise about $60 million per year, the 
Jan. 14 presentation asserted that the 
vehicle registration fee would raise 
$6.5 million per year and the visitor’s 
tax would raise $1.2 million per year. 
He said many other revenue options 
allowed by the RTA statute were re-
jected as unattractive to voters, but 
did not discuss them. 

If the BOT votes to participate 
in the RTA, the town would have 
one representative on the new RTA 
board if the vote in November were 
favorable. If the BOT does not agree 
to join the RTA, Monument residents 
would not vote on the ballot issue and 
the town would not be able to collect 
a share of the 35 percent of additional 
sales tax revenue for road and bridge 
building and repair. The town’s re-
pair funding would probably be over 
$140,000 per year, according to rough 
calculations made by McCarty and 
Town Manager Rick Sonnenburg. 
Alternatively, the town could form its 
own regional transportation authority 
with one or more county towns, for 
example Palmer Lake and/or Peyton. 

A Monument RTA could levy its own 
1 percent sales tax, keeping its share 
of all the revenue for construction 
and transit, as well as repairs. Konar-
ski pointed out that the upgrade of 
the Baptist Road corridor, the top in 
priority of five projects for the county 
whether the RTA passes or not, would 
be completed whether or not Monu-
ment participates in the November 
ballot. There was no discussion on 
whether or not Monument residents 
would likely vote for a one-cent sales 
tax increase under either scenario. 
McCarty added that there is also 
a provision in the Colorado RTA 
statute that would allow Monument 
to join the countywide RTA after it 
is created, by carrying out the same 
hearing and ballot process in a subse-
quent year. 

Several board members ex-
pressed unease about the present 
lack of specificity of the proposal 
since there is currently no draft of 
the ballot language. However, they 
acknowledged McCarty’s and Wil-
liams’ statements that this is the only 
practical way to raise revenue to meet 
the imminent county transportation 
crisis. Williams also noted that the 
joint RTA precludes the possibility of 
the county or the city forming their 
own RTA ahead of the other, reduc-
ing the likelihood of passage of the 
second RTA. He added that while the 
county can demand that developers 
build streets and collectors within 
a development, the commission-
ers cannot demand that developers 
also build arterials. The RTA is the 
only agency that keeps up with the 
demand for arterials, given current 
TABOR and Gallagher Amendment 
constraints. Trustee Glenda Smith 

asked if BRRTA would 
go away with passage of 
this proposal, adding that 
BRRTA was quite unpopu-
lar with citizens. Williams 
said BRRTA will go away 
in any event once all the 
houses in Jackson Creek 
are built, since there would 
be no more road use fees 
to collect. He added that 
BRRTA’s unpopularity was 
a reason the RTA proposal 
language is going to be so 
specific in setting limits on 
the RTA’s authority. 

Trustee George Brown 
expressed concern about 
cost increases in the first 
projects draining all the 
available money before 
the final projects could be 
started. Williams said that 
while they can fluctuate, 
sales tax revenues often 
rise more rapidly than in-
flation in a good economy, 
which would help prevent 
Brown’s scenario from oc-
curring. Related projects 
are also grouped together 
as “corridor projects” to 
make sure there is a high 

(Continued on page 11)
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likelihood a corridor project is com-
pleted. For example, five separate 
Baptist Road projects have the top 
five priorities on the current county 
capital improvement list, making the 
Baptist Road corridor the top prior-
ity corridor. Furthermore, Williams 
noted, Baptist Road is being widened 
to six lanes right away at the Jackson 
Creek Parkway intersection, rather 
than widening to only four lanes now 
and then to six lanes five years from 
now. This avoids Baptist Road always 
being under construction, like Wood-
men Road.

Sonnenburg asked how often 
population figures would be updated 
to recalculate Monument’s proportion 
of road maintenance revenue, noting 
that Monument is the fastest grow-
ing town in the county. The current 
population of Monument is 3,500, 
and the county has roughly 500,000 
residents. Monument’s share is calcu-
lated by dividing 3,500 by 500,000 or 
0.7 percent. Sonnenburg said Monu-
ment’s share should rise significantly 
each year through 2015. No 
decision has been made on 
how frequently town and 
city shares would be recal-
culated.

McCarty said the RTA 
issue would consist of 
three separate questions, 
possibly written in a way 
so passage of at least two 
would mean passage of 
all three. The questions 
would separately ask for 
authorization of the RTA, 
the one-cent sales tax, and 
specific “de-TABOR-ing” 
of the RTA revenue. Mc-
Carty will be soliciting all 
towns and cities, other than 
Colorado Springs, to pro-
vide their final comments 
and recommendations on 
the issue by April 1 so 
the statutory three-hear-
ing sequence required of 
each participating town or 
city can occur prior to the 
November election. Mc-
Carty also noted that there 
are other proposals being 
made, such as delaying the 
tax sunset past 2015 to at 
least 20 years so the funds 
could be partially or com-
pletely bonded. However, 
Williams noted that the 
alternative proposals all 
make the RTA issue less at-
tractive to voters. McCarty 
assured board members 
that PPACG administra-
tive costs would be very 
low because they would 
need no significant staff in-
creases to process revenue 
checks received from the 
states and disbursed to the 
towns and cities. The RTA 
would reimburse PPACG 
for staff time as its ac-
counting consultant.

The special meeting 
adjourned at 6:27 p.m.

Regular Meeting
Minutes for Jan. 20 BOT 

meeting: The draft minutes for the 
regular BOT meeting of Jan. 20 were 
not approved, as several trustees not-
ed omissions of their comments in the 
second half of the meeting. Dialogue 
that was said to be missing centered 
on opposing comments made regard-
ing the unauthorized actions taken by 
Ernie Biggs during the past 10 years 
at the Lake of the Rockies camp-
ground. Several trustees noted that 
their comments opposing the sketch 
plan for Bigg’s proposed subdivision 
development on the north shore of 
Monument Lake were also missing 
from the minutes. Sonnenburg noted 
that the last two of the three tapes 
used to record the three hour and 30 
minute meeting on Jan. 20 were found 
to be blank when Deputy Clerk Irene 
Walters was transcribing the minutes 
and that affected trustees should con-
tact her to provide additional content. 
A motion to defer approval of these 
minutes until they could be complet-
ed passed unanimously. 
Scheduled Guests
Plaques presented to Intel: Intel 

Corporation donated over $3,000 
worth of protective equipment in-
cluding decontamination goggles, 
gloves, NOMEX suits, and boots that 
will be used by Monument police in 
securing and investigating suspected 
methamphetamine labs. In December 
Sergeant Steve Burk and Master Pa-
trol Officer Rob Stewart completed 
Drug Enforcement Association train-
ing at the FBI Training Academy in 
Quantico, Va., for these types of drug 
labs. Stewart assisted Police Chief 
Joe Kissell in presenting a plaque of 
appreciation to Dan Robbins, Intel’s 
facility maintenance manager (and 
also a Monument Police Department 
Chaplain), and Judy Cara, Intel’s 
public affairs officer. 
Cara said the Monu-
ment plaque would be 
displayed in the main 
lobby of the Intel plant 
on Garden of the Gods 
Road. 
John Stearns joins 
Police Advisory Com-
mittee (PAC): Stearns, 

lending manager and bank officer for 
TCF National Bank, was approved 
unanimously, becoming the third 
active member of the committee—in 
effect, replacing George Case, who 
resigned to become a trustee in Janu-
ary. Stearns’ appointment reactivates 
the PAC because if all three current 
members attend there will once again 
be a quorum for the five-person 
committee. He has over 15 years’ 
experience in emergency services, in-
cluding 10 years of medical, firefight-
ing, and law enforcement in the Air 
Force, and currently volunteers in the 
Fire Marshall’s Office of the El Paso 

MON. BOT FEB. 2  (Cont. from page 10)
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County Sheriff’s Offi ce. Volunteers 
for the other two PAC positions are 
still being sought.
Monument Villas Townhouses: Ted 
Whitman, association manager for 
Mountainside Property Management, 
Inc., represented the homeowners 
of Monument Villas Townhouses, 
speaking for eight residents in at-
tendance. They are requesting street 
maintenance for the private roads in 
this development, Villa Grove and 
Paula Circle. Trustee Glenda Smith 
noted that she was on the BOT when 
this development was initially ap-
proved and said the town staff would 
have to do some research on whether 
or not these roads meet standards. 
Whitman said the town plows all the 
neighborhood streets except the two 
private roads in Monument Villas, 
adding that adjacent roads appear to 
be of similar width and construction. 

Trustee Byron Glenn asked why 
a developer usually asks for approval 
to build private roads in a develop-
ment. Town Planner Mike Davenport 

said that usually private roads are 
approved but not accepted for mu-
nicipal ownership because they are 
too narrow and/or their construction 
quality does not meet town standards. 
Case said that the PAC recommends 
against private roads. Davenport con-
fi rmed that the town discourages pri-
vate roads, but they are not prohibited. 
Trustee Frank Orten asked if this was 
really a request for Monument to take 
ownership of these roads; Whitman 
said yes. Smith said the board should 
not vote until staff could ascertain 
the maintenance history of the roads. 
Konarski asked if they met specifi ca-
tions. Public Works Superintendent 
Tom Wall said the townhouses only 
had 7-foot setbacks so the developer 
could make more money and did not 
know if the roads’ quality met town 
standards. 

Konarski said, “We’re being 
asked to maintain these roads forev-
er.” She asked what compensation the 
town would receive for taking on this 
responsibility. Orten asked if a waiver 
was required to accept them. 

Monument Planning Commis-
sioner Lowell Morgan asked to speak 
from the audience. He noted that he 
was a trustee when the board ap-
proved this development in 2000. 
He said that Mayor Si Sibell and the 
trustees were adamant that the roads 
would have to be private because of 
the setback issue and that the roads 
were only 35 feet wide as he recalled, 
far less than the prevailing 60- and 
50-foot requirements in force at that 
time for plow maneuverability and 
safety. Konarski asked again for com-
pensation to warrant taking on added 
costs for maintenance. Orten said 
he would need to review a list of all 
private roads in town before voting. 
Trustee Dave Mertz agreed, saying 
the BOT should not risk setting a bad 
precedent without more information. 
The item was continued, pending 
further staff research on all the ques-
tions raised. 
Glenn Receives Plaque: Rolf Phil-
ipsen of the El Paso County Regional 
Building Department presented a 
plaque to Byron Glenn honoring 

“two years of service on our govern-
ing board.” Glenn fi lled the rotating 
position given in turn to each town 
in the county. Green Mountain Falls 
will now provide a board member to 
replace Glenn.
Franchise Audit Proposal: Trea-
surer Judy Skrzypek introduced Jon 
Brown of Mark V Professional Con-
sultants, who is offering expertise for 
auditing the town’s franchise contract 
with Adelphia, Inc. Brown’s written 
offer is on the letterhead of ARK Pro-
fessional Consultants. Sonnenburg 
then solicited a competitive written 
proposal from Revenue Recovery 
Group, Inc., the only other fi rm in 
the area that does this kind of work. 
Skrzypek recommended that Brown 
perform the audit if the BOT wants to 
consider his proposal. Trustee George 
Brown asked how far back audits of 
Adelphia, Qwest, and Aquila would 
go. Jon Brown said it would depend 
on the length of the contracts and 
when major technological changes 
occurred in each industry. George 
Brown asked if he had done these 

kinds of audits before. Jon 
Brown said he had recently 
retired from a full career 
of negotiating franchise 
agreements for these types 
of companies, but had not 
performed an audit “from 
the other side of the bargain-
ing table.” He was offering 
his services because he felt 
that small towns and cities 
bargained ineffectively, not 
getting what he thought was 
a fair return and using con-
tract language that had not 
changed in decades. George 
Brown asked Skrzypek to 
check Jon Brown’s referenc-
es. Orten noted that this kind 
of consulting is relevant to 
any large company or town 
using franchise services and 
is well worth doing. Citizen 
John Dominowski endorsed 
the proposal for Brown to re-
view contracts and town or-
dinances. A motion to have 
Brown review the town’s 
contracts and ordinances 
passed unanimously.
Defi nition of Permanent 
Resident: A controversial 
issue regarding Lake of the 
Rockies deliberations on Jan. 
20 was the plat restriction of 
“one permanent residence” 
on the recreational vehicle 
(RV) park property. Citizen 
Tim Schutz and several 
trustees expressed concern 
at that meeting that people 
were living in RVs at Lake 
of the Rockies year-round, 
making the RV facility a de 
facto “trailer park,” in viola-
tion of zoning regulations. 
He pointed out that Lake of 
the Rockies is closed No-
vember through February, 
yet citizens have observed 
the display of Christmas 
lights on RVs in Lake of 
the Rockies throughout the 
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holiday season. Some trustees said 
that approval of the replat of Lake of 
the Rockies at that meeting legalized 
10 years of violations by owner Ernie 
Biggs, then voted for the replat’s ap-
proval. There is no town ordinance 
prohibiting RV occupancy when the 
park is closed, because there is no ef-
fective way to define what constitutes 
permanent residency. Town Attorney 
Gary Shupp was asked at the Jan. 20 
meeting to research the issue in order 
to advise the BOT about how to write 
such an ordinance.

Shupp recommended that the 
BOT leave the permanent residence 
issue alone for now, saying there is 
no good case law or example of an 
ordinance from another town or city 
that adequately spells out “intent to 
become a permanent resident.” Case 
law regarding homeless people in 
large cities was discussed, showing 
that legal definitions regarding the 
location of a residence have become 
too ambiguous to predict how any 
Monument ordinance might fare in 
court. Federal Housing and Urban 
Development requirements for mo-
bile homes have similarly made it dif-
ficult to define permanent residency 
with respect to the type of mobile 
dwelling that would qualify as a po-
tential permanent residence. After 
much discussion, the board continued 
the issue, asking for further research 

by the staff to avoid devising an or-
dinance too bureaucratic and difficult 
to enforce.
Fee schedule: The town’s 2004 fee 
schedule was approved unanimously. 
There were only minor changes 
made to some cemetery fees, notary 
fees, and park reservation fees. The 
specifics of the changes were not 
discussed. 
Emergency Snow Routes: The emer-
gency snow route list was amended to 
add the Second Street extension, the 
Beacon Lite extension, and Jackson 
Creek Parkway. The three additions 
passed 6-1. Smith voted no because 
McShane Place was not included as 
an emergency snow route.
Additional items: The following 
agenda items were all approved unan-
imously, with only brief discussion:
• At no cost to the town, AIG 

insurance will be authorized 
to provide employees with 
investment portfolio advice for a 
fee paid solely by the employee.

• A final payment of $15,053.07 
will be made to XKE Contractors, 
Inc for the Mitchell Avenue Bike 
Lanes Project.

• A contract for up to $20,000 will 
be authorized for Halepaska & 
Associates to design town well 9.

• A contribution of $3,500 for 
police department membership in 
the Domestic Violence Enhanced 
Response Team (DVERT) may 

be made from the department’s 
current discretionary budget. 

• A change order reducing 
excavation expenses for mouse 
habitat at Monument Lake Dam 
by $967.50 due to work done by 
town staff will reduce the final 
authorized payment to Aquatic 
and Wetland Company. The 
final payment is $8,534.78. Both 
actions were authorized.

• A payment of $7,213.02 will 
be made to GMS, Inc. for 
engineering services.

• Creekside Middle School will 
be used again as a second voting 
location in the November election, 
in addition to Town Hall.

• The planning staff is approved to 
allow a contract with a landscape 
architect to perform final design 
for the Monument entry sign at 
Second Street and Highway 105. 
Mertz asked that more evergreens 
be included than shown in the 
preliminary sketch plan for year-
round color. He also asked about 
water and electrical service; 
Davenport said the landscape 
architect would finalize these 
aspects of the project.

Staff Reports
Batch Plant Lawsuits: Shupp re-
ported that the town’s two batch plant 
litigations, with Transit Mix and 
Ready-Mix, were moving forward 
toward trial because, as expected, 

no pre-trial settlements could be 
reached. 
Home Depot: Glenn, who is also 
president of BRRTA, asked Daven-
port if Home Depot, currently under 
construction at the Monument Mar-
ketplace, would be allowed to open 
on July 1 if U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service mouse habitat reviews de-
lays widening of Baptist Road from 
Jackson Creek Parkway to I-25. 
Davenport said the town could waive 
the restriction on Home Depot op-
eration without road widening up to 
six months, based on traffic studies 
by several consultants. Glenn asked 
about whether a six-month extension 
would be compromised by winter 
weather; Davenport said no, because 
there was no expectation that mouse 
delays would be significant. 

The one-week delay in trenching 
from Jan. 26 to Feb. 2 was caused 
by the Colorado Department of 
Transportation, CDOT, not Fish and 
Wildlife, according to developer Rick 
Blevins’ statement at the Triview 
Metropolitan District board meeting 
on Jan. 28. He said CDOT wanted a 
week to review the Fish and Wildlife 
authorization paperwork before let-
ting Baptist Road trenching begin.

The board unanimously agreed 
to change the next meeting to Feb. 
17 at 6:30 p.m. due to the President’s 
Day holiday on Monday. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

MON. BOT FEB. 2  (Cont. from page 12)
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By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Planning Commission (PC) re-
viewed proposals for Jackson Creek Market Vil-

lage and its goals and schedule for 2004 at its Jan. 
14 meeting. Chairman Dave Mooney and Com-
missioner James Thresher were excused. Com-

missioner Lowell Morgan chaired the 
meeting.
Regency Park 4th Amendment: 
Monument PRD, LLC requested 
rezoning of the 5.8 acres east of the 
King Soopers shopping center, which 
is managed by Regency Corp., from 
residential to light (area) commercial 
(PCD). This proposed PCD rezoning 
is less dense commercial zoning than 
the rezoning that would be required 
for a big-box store like a Wal-Mart su-
percenter on the parcel directly across 
from King Soopers. 

Monument PRD’s shopping center 
land is part of a 10.1-acre parcel for-
merly called Academy View. It borders 
Baptist Road and Lyons Tail, west of 
Leather Chaps. The remainder of the 
parcel, adjacent to Lyons Tail, would 
still be zoned PCD-10, which is resi-
dential with a maximum density of 10 
units per acre. Although Monument 
PRD is not related to Regency Corp., 
the proposed shopping center will 
look like an expansion of the existing 
retail facility. The new center will use 

the existing eastern access and right-in/right-out 
connection to Baptist Road. No other entrance is 
planned. Considerable excavation will be required 
to attain an elevation that can use the eastern access 
lanes. This dirt will be used to create a slope up to 
the townhouses.

Miles Grant and his engineering consultant, 
Wendell Ayers of Paragon Engineering Consul-
tants, Inc., represented the property owner. They 
made no formal presentation but did display a dif-
ferent alignment for the eight townhouse buildings 
than had been provided in the pre-meeting review 
packages, as requested by the town planning staff. 
Town Planner Mike Davenport described the new 
building arrangement as “more interesting” in 
terms of available open space and views for resi-
dents. 

Commissioner Kathy Spence was concerned 
that the center proposal included drive-through 
businesses that were not shown in previously sub-
mitted drawings. She asked how the town would 
benefit from an even denser, more profitable land 
use requiring more garish and larger signage. Dav-
enport said that increasing the number of stores 
would make the two centers more “resilient” if the 
Wal-Mart proposal is approved by the county. He 
added that there is no restriction in the proposed 
PCD zoning that precludes drive-through busi-
nesses. 

Spence said the kids in the 40 proposed town-
homes “would have no place to play.” Davenport 
replied that the new layout of the townhouse build-
ings would permit much more open space between 
the buildings. 

Spence reiterated her concern with last minute 
changes that increased density. Commissioner Tom 
Donnellan suggested rezoning the residential to 
PRD-8. Town Attorney Gary Shupp interrupted 
the discussion to say that public meetings are not 
the place for zoning negotiations and that the PC 
could only vote yes or no on the printed proposal. 
Davenport added that townhouses located well 
above the roofline of the two shopping centers were 
an excellent transition for the rest of Jackson Creek. 
Grant expressed a desire to work with the town to 
have a pleasing set of proposals that would be well 
received by the community. 

There was a brief discussion about the drain-
age issues involved. Slopes and landscaping will be 
used instead of a 30- to 40-foot vertical retaining 
wall, so there are significant elevation differences 
between the shopping center and the townhouses. 
The 4th Amendment rezoning was unanimously 
approved, with the condition that the staff’s pro-
posed changes, per the town’s engineering con-
sultant GMS, be incorporated prior to Board of 
Trustees review and final approval. 
Jackson Creek Market Village Preliminary Plat 
and Site Plan: In conjunction with its rezoning 
proposal, Monument PRD, LLC proposed pre-
liminary specifics for its shopping center and town-
house developments, consistent with the split in 
zoning, noted above, on this 10.1-acre parcel. The 
county highway department had turned down the 
developer’s request for modification of the exist-
ing right-in/right-out access to the Regency Corp. 
property. The county requested the name change 
because another development already uses the 
name Academy View.

Grant noted that the new stores would be about 
12 feet below the current ground elevation, on av-
erage, and that the lowest foundation of the town-
houses would be at least 35 feet above the roofline 
of the shopping center. At the request of town staff, 
the townhouses have been realigned on the 4.3-acre 
residential portion of the property to maximize 
views for all residents. He said the maximum slope 
for the new shopping center is 4 percent, to make it 

(Continued on page 15)
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look like a continuation of the Regency Corp. property. 
Spence asked how townhouse residents would walk to the stores, 

considering the slope. Grant said it was a design challenge not to have 
steps that descend into what appears to be an intimidating alley be-
tween the two shopping centers. Spence said she didn’t want a McDon-
ald’s drive-through with huge light-polluting arches, reminding Grant 
that the 40- and 50-foot fast-food signs on Highway 105 were built 
before the town restricted new signs to 25 feet. Grant replied that there 
would be a single sign on the southwest corner of the retail property, 
comparable to the existing Regency sign to make the two centers look 
as one. He noted that fast-food stores on Highway 105 are negotiating 
to move to these two pads. 

Davenport said the townhouses were much lower density than the 
maximum permitted for residential housing, which is a plus. Grant 
added that commercial sales revenue was another plus as revenues 
from Highway 105 stores decline. Spence asked if the townhouse de-
sign would be acceptable to the patio home owners across Lyons Tail. 
Davenport said stonework and gables would make the townhouses 
more attractive than the patio homes, rather than detracting from the 
neighborhood. Grant agreed, saying to allay Spence’s concerns he will 
provide specific illustrations for PC review before construction begins. 
Spence asked if the new shopping center’s lighting would be as inof-
fensive as those in the King Soopers center. Grant said it 
would be quite similar for continuity and equally unobtru-
sive. The plans were approved unanimously. 
2004 Schedule: Davenport reviewed the draft PC goals 
and schedule for 2004. Morgan noted his surprise that 
there was no reference in the schedule to the PC review-
ing the addition by St. Peters Church of elementary school 
classes on church grounds. Davenport said discussions 
were too preliminary to have prepared formal documen-
tation, but a K-3 program was being discussed for the 
current three-story parish education center, which would 
grow to K-6 over the years. Morgan emphasized the need 
to use new procedures to solicit widespread community 
review and comment. The demise of two of the town’s 
citizen advisory committees makes it harder for citizens 
to voice concerns, he added. Spence said the PC would 
need all the town’s documentation regarding the original 
approval of the parish education center for review well in 
advance of the hearings. Morgan concurred, saying the 
history of that approval was complicated. Several waivers 
to existing restrictions on a building that size in a residen-
tial neighborhood were approved at that time. All agreed 
that neighbors’ comments must be solicited and consid-
ered before approving a heavier use of the building. 

Spence asked what changes would be made if the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service changes the protected status 
of the Preble’s meadow jumping mouse. Davenport said 
it would open the possibility of requiring Triview Met-
ropolitan District and the Jackson Creek developer to 
build the “field of dreams” sports field originally planned 
near Creekside Middle School before the mouse issue 
emerged. Davenport reminded the PC that another sports 
field complex just southeast of Lewis-Palmer High School 
is also being proposed in the pending draft Parks, Trails, 
and Open Space Plan, and that mouse issues would not 
hold up this other field complex.

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. The next meeting 
is Feb. 11 at 6:30 p.m. at Town Hall. 

MON. PC (Continued from page 14)
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By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Parks and Landscape (P&L) 
Committee reviewed proposals for Jackson Creek 
Market Village (formerly called Academy View), 
Limbach Park expansion, and annexation of the 
Wahlborg Property and the Kerr Addition on Jan. 
13. Some items from the Dec. 9 meeting were also 
reviewed because there was not a quorum at that 
meeting. All members of the committee were pres-
ent.
Highway Signage: Linda Pankratz asked Town 
Planner Mike Davenport to clarify the Dec. 9 min-
utes’ listing of sources for funding for signage at 
exit 161 on I-25. Two signs that say Tri-Lakes and 
list Monument, Woodmoor, and Palmer Lake will 
be built on the shoulders of I-25 by the Highway 
105 bridge. A separate sign for Monument only 
will be constructed at the southwest corner of the 
intersection of Highway 105 and Second Street. 
Each of the three signs will have two banner poles. 
Additionally, a separate GOCO grant is being 
sought for trees to be planted along Second Street 
between Highway 105 and Beacon Lite Road. 
Jackson Creek Market Village: The preliminary 
plan and related Regency Park 4th Amendment re-
zoning request from Monument PRD, LLC, were 
briefed to the committee by Davenport. This is the 

fourth rezoning action within Regency 
Park since its creation in 1987. It fol-
lows the recent 3rd Amendment, which 
was the comprehensive rezoning in-
cluded in the new Monument Compre-
hensive Plan approved in August by the 
Planning Commission. The proposed 
Market Village project is a five-store 
retail strip mall with two drive-through 
pads to be built east of the King Soop-
ers shopping center along Baptist Road, 
across from the church. 

Considerable earth moving is re-
quired to make this new retail facility 
look like a continuation of the existing 
Regency Corp. property. Hence, much 
more of the property’s existing scrub 
oak will be removed to hollow out the 
current topography. However, Daven-
port noted that the retail facilities’ plans 
exceeded town standards for landscap-
ing and open space. Monument PRD, 
LLC will make the Market Village 
stores look architecturally similar to 
the Regency stores. The existing right-
in/right-out Regency center driveway 
off Baptist Road will be the sole entry. 

A 40-unit townhouse subdivision 
will also be built be-
tween this new shop-
ping center and Lyons 
Tail in Jackson Creek. 
Davenport noted that 
the developer, Miles 
Grant, is working with 
the town in leaving a 
landscaped slope be-
tween the townhouses 
and the shopping cen-
ter rather than building 
a 30- 40-foot vertical 
wall behind the new 
stores as Wal-Mart 
has proposed across 
Baptist Road to the 
south. So the hous-
ing will be on top of a 
landscaped hill, rather 
than perched on a sheer 
wall. He noted that the 

townhouse proposal is only a preliminary plan; 
there were no specific placements for the eight 
residential buildings, no building elevations, and 
no landscape plan for the P&L committee to re-
view. The final site plan will show these features 
as well as how sidewalks and trails will connect to 
adjacent facilities. The rezoning request and sketch 
plans for the residential and retail portions of the 
proposed development were forwarded to the Plan-
ning Commission and Board of Trustees without 
comment since neither included landscaping and 
open space plans at this early stage of review.
Limbach Park Grant Request: The town is pre-
paring a GOCO grant request that would provide 
approximately 70 percent of the purchase price of 
three parcels of railroad land south and west of 
Limbach Park. The committee reviewed the long-
term vision and goal for the park, which would 
be listed in the grant request. The draft park plan 
identifies a band shell or stage, upgraded perma-
nent restrooms (to replace the single portable toi-
lets currently installed), and increased parking as 
possible future improvements if the town receives 
the grant. The land between the west park fence 
and the tracks is needed to provide room for the 
band shell and the restrooms. The land between 
the tracks and Mitchell Avenue is needed for park-
ing for summer concerts. The railroad parcel south 
of the park will connect the park to the open space 
donation from Wayne Black for Monument Ad-
dition No. 5. This subdivision is currently under 
construction further to the south. The proposal to 
buy the railroad land in 2005 and seek the GOCO 
grant were approved unanimously. 

Previously drafted P&L committee goals 
for Limbach Park were discussed and reviewed 
for completeness before being incorporated into 
the draft grant request. The finalized draft goals 
include: adding a gazebo, keeping existing play-
ground equipment close to the multi-use stage so 
parents can watch their kids and the performance 
at the same time, installing automatic sprinklers, 
constructing a separate pedestrian railroad cross-
ing to the new parking lot west of the tracks, and 
adding a picnic table pavilion for shelter. 
Kerr Addition and Wahlborg Property Annex-
ation: Davenport briefed the committee on the up-
coming proposal by John Kerr, of Present Perfect 
Gifts, which they will need to review at the Feb. 10 
meeting. Kerr proposes to build a warehouse for a 
wholesale gift business on the to-be-annexed Kerr 
Addition, which is a 1.28-acre parcel between the 
railroad tracks, Second Street, Mitchell Avenue, 
and Mountain Farmer Landscaping. Kerr is pur-
chasing the land from the railroad, contingent on 
rezoning and annexation approval by the town. The 
warehouse may eventually include a retail outlet. 
Davenport said the town “will want to make sure 
the building and its landscaping are in character 
with other retail businesses in historic downtown.” 
He also briefly discussed the mixed-use subdivi-
sion that is proposed on a 140-acre parcel called 
the Wahlborg Property, located southeast of High-
way 105 and Knollwood. He reviewed the narrow 
time-constrained sequence of events for separate 
but overlapping annexation, rezoning, and devel-
opment plan approvals the committee and town 
will need to complete for both these projects.
Goals and Schedule for 2004: A draft schedule 
for the next 11 meetings was approved. Included 
were upcoming development projects to be re-
viewed, park and cemetery planning and visita-
tion, and a number of grant applications for parks, 
trails, and open space improvements. 

The next regular P&L meeting will be at 6:30 
p.m. on Feb. 10 at Town Hall.

Monument Parks and Landscape 
meeting Jan. 13
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By John Heiser
At its regular meeting Jan. 28, the 
Triview Metropolitan District Board 
of Directors made preparations for 
the May 4 election of three members 
of the five-member board, approved 
a variety of contracts, and discussed 
expansion of the Waste Water Treat-
ment Facility (WWTF). The WWTF 
is jointly owned by the Triview dis-
trict, the Donala district that serves 
Gleneagle, and the Forest Lakes 
Metropolitan District that currently 
does not have any users. Director 
Linda Jones was absent. Aside from 
directors Martha Gurnick and Steve 
Stephenson, no other Triview district 
residents were present.

Monument Marketplace status
Rick Blevins of Marketplace develop-
er Vision Development, Inc., reported 
as follows:
• The project is on schedule 

and within the $7.5 million 
construction budget. 

• The drainage structures are being 
finished now. 

• Bids on the roadwork contract 
came in substantially over 
budget and the low bidder, 
Rocky Mountain Asphalt, 
responded with a number of 
additional conditions. The work 
will probably have to be rebid. 
Blevins added that the work must 
wait anyway for warmer weather 
in April or later. 

• TR Construction submitted a 
bid for $1.45 million to construct 
water, sewer, reuse, and storm 
water inlet facilities. This is about 
a $1 million savings compared 
to the bids received prior to the 
redesign work on these facilities 
by consultant CLC Associates. 

• RE Monk offered to perform 
additional riprap work for 
$188,942. This was substantially 
less than the next 
lowest bidder. The 
board unanimously 
approved amending 
the existing RE 
Monk contract. 

• The county recently 
approved a permit 
for the street work 
associated with the 
sewer line serving 
the Marketplace 
site. Arapahoe 
Construction has 
already commenced 
the sewer line 
construction. 

• CLC Associates 
design drawings 
for the changes to 
Baptist Road are 
being reviewed to 
determine what 
is required for the 
Marketplace and 
what is required for 
Wal-Mart.

• C o l o r a d o 
Structures, Inc. 
is scheduled to 
complete the 
construction of 

the Home Depot in May. Store 
opening is expected no later than 
July 1.

• Wells Fargo Bank is under 
contract to occupy a pad next 
to Jackson Creek Parkway. 
Construction is scheduled to start 
in late summer or early fall, with 
opening planned for early 2005. 

• A verbal approval has been 
received from Kohl’s for one of 
the store sites near the Home 
Depot. Opening of that store 
would probably not occur until 
2005 or 2006.

• The parties are nearing agreement 
on two drive-through restaurants 
including a Sonic. The restaurants 
would be on the southeast corner 
of the Marketplace site.

• There has been considerable 
interest in the in-line shop space. 
In response, the developer is 
accelerating development of the 
shop space on the east side of 
Jackson Creek Parkway opposite 
the Marketplace. 

• Sierra Properties is marketing the 
smaller pads near I-25.

• Although discussions have been 
held with several large box 
retailers such as Target, Costco, 
and Wal-Mart, there are no new 
developments regarding the 
200,000 square foot pad site on 
the north side. Blevins said, “We 
need another large user.”
Condemnation proceeding

Peter Susemihl, attorney for the 
Triview district, said the Market-
place sewer line easements across the 
properties owned by the Watt family, 
including the property being leased 
by Foxworth-Galbraith, have been 
obtained through negotiations. Fox-
worth-Galbraith will receive $5,000 
for the cost of moving their outdoor 
storage. The district has agreed not to 

block their entrance during business 
hours. Susemihl said the previously 
scheduled condemnation hearing has 
been cancelled.

WWTF expansion
District engineer Chuck Ritter of 
Nolte and Associates reported Dona-
la’s engineering firm GMS, Inc. has 
confirmed that the WWTF will reach 
its limits in late 2008 so construction 
must start in 2007. He said that means 
prior plans to start design were six 
to nine months earlier than actually 
required. 

Ritter reported that Donala has 
organized site visits in early March 
to comparable plants that use the pro-
posed new process called Sequencing 
Batch Reaction (SBR). The plants are 
in Salida, California near Sacramento 
and Fallon, Nevada near Reno. Ron 
Simpson, manager of the Triview 
district, said he is most interested 
in the Fallon plant since it is more 
comparable in terms of climate and 
elevation. Simpson noted that Ritter 
and Triview board member Steve 
Stephenson will be going on the site 
visit trip

Simpson added, “Our biggest 
concern is what it puts on the opera-
tional side. What the plant manage-
ment has to do.”

New Wells
Ritter described a $30,000 plan to 
connect raw (untreated) water from 
the new well A4 in the Arapahoe 
aquifer to the reuse system rather 
than connecting it to the potable wa-
ter system. He said the water would 
be used for irrigation to relieve some 
of the summertime demand on the 
potable water system. Simpson said, 
“We need A4 especially in summer 
months. We irrigate seven out of 12 
months. October was the [Creekside 
Middle] school’s biggest month.”

Ritter noted that piping the raw 

water from A4 to water treatment 
plant B for use in the potable system 
would be more expensive. He said 
that in about 2007, water treatment 
plant C will be constructed next to 
A4. Simpson added that the cost for 
WTPC would be about $1.5 million.

Stephenson asked why well A4 
was drilled now if it is not needed for 
the potable system. Simpson replied 
that it is needed for construction wa-
ter and for the Marketplace. 

Blevins expressed surprise that 
the water from A4 would not be sent 
to treatment near-term. Ritter replied 
that with the addition of the D7 well 
into the Denver aquifer, the potable 
water system has plenty of capacity 
for the present needs of the Market-
place.

Water consumption
Ritter reported the results of the 
district’s water consumption analy-
sis. District tap fees are based on the 
calculated number of single-family-
equivalents (SFEs) associated with 
the size of the water line connection. 

Ritter said the district planned 
for 240 to 270 gallons per day per 
SFE, but actual use stands at about 
190 to 200 gallons per day per SFE. 
He said average residential use works 
out to about 158 gallons per day; but 
water use by some commercial, of-
fice, and industrial customers such 
as King Soopers and the Shell station 
car wash has been “larger than we 
expected.”

Simpson added, “King Soopers 
is doing 84 SFEs. Not even 2 percent 
to 5 percent comes from irrigation. I 
don’t know what he is doing in there. 
If we had charged King Soopers 
for 80 SFEs, it [the tap fees] would 
have cost as much as the store. They 
wouldn’t be here.” Simpson said he 

Triview metro board meeting Jan. 28

FRONT RANGE
ARBORISTS, INC.

     Tom Flynn, owner

Commercial Call For A Free Estimate Licensed
Residential 635-7459 Insured

www.frarborists.com

TREE AND SHRUB CARE
-Beetle Prevention
-Fire Mitigation
-Trimming/Removal
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-Fertilizer
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-Lawn Renovation
-Sprinkler System Repair

(Continued on page 18)
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would contact the King Soopers management to 
“Find out why they are using so much.”

At a Monument board of trustees meeting 
several years ago, it was mentioned by staff that at 
that time a similar local car wash was using about 
500,000 gallons per month during the summer. 
Without revealing any consumption numbers for 
the Shell car wash, Ritter noted that it is improv-
ing its water recycling percentage.

Wal-Mart and the mouse
Simpson said a meeting is scheduled 
with the Department of the Interior’s 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
in mid-February to discuss the Preble’s 
meadow jumping mouse habitat issues 
on the Wal-Mart site. 

Simpson has been looking at proper-
ties that could be used as part of habitat 
conservation plans (HCP) to satisfy FWS 
requirements for the Wal-Mart site, the 
expansion of Baptist Road, and the ex-
tension of Jackson Creek Parkway. He 
reported that another property has been 
found that could satisfy the HCP require-
ments for the Baptist Road expansion but 
it is not large enough to satisfy the Wal-
Mart site issues. He said the property is 
about one-third as expensive as some of 
the other properties they have considered 
and is currently under a conservation 
easement.

A new development
Simpson reported that 
a “tax exempt use, a 
school, church, or some-
thing” is interested in a 
possible development 
in the northwest corner 
of the district west of 
I-25, south of Highway 
105, and north of Dirty 
Woman Park. Since no 
Triview facilities are 
near the site, Simpson 
said other entities might 
be used to provide ser-
vices to the site.

Agreements with 
Monument 

Simpson presented in-
tergovernmental agree-
ments (IGAs) with the 
Town of Monument for 
street sweeping within 
the district and opera-
tion and maintenance 
(O&M) of the Triview 
district’s water and 
wastewater systems. 
The maximum cost for 
street sweeping is set 
at $32,000. The O&M 
agreement sets an an-
nual cost of $162,500. 
Donala is being paid 
$22,000 for a one-
month transition of 
the work to the town. 
Simpson said the town 
will take over full time 
at the end of January. 
He said the town has 
two people working 
full time on the project. 
Simpson said, “We feel 
very good about the 
way this is going.” The 
board unanimously ap-
proved the two IGAs.

Contracts
The board unanimously approved the following:
• A $10,645 contract for Supervisor Control 

and Data Acquisition (SCADA) equipment to 
let Monument remotely monitor and control 
Triview’s plants. Simpson said, “Probably 
none of this would be thrown away when 
Triview goes independent.” 

• A $54,960 contract with Timberline 
Landscaping for 2004.

• A contract with ASAP for road repair.
• A $48,875 contract with Colorado Structures, 

Inc. (CSI) for snow removal during 2004.
• A cost plus contract budgeted for 2004 at 

$60,000 with CSI for general maintenance 
during 2004. Simpson said, “They are acting 
as staff for us.”

• The 2004 Nolte master contract, with hourly 
rates for engineering work budgeted at 
$88,000.

• A 2004 contract with Ayers Associates for 
drainage analysis. 

• A $23,180 contract with Rick Giardino for 
utility rate analysis during 2004.

• A $78,000 contract for Ron Simpson’s 
services during 2004.

Snow routes
Simpson asked the board if they wanted to des-
ignate snow routes. He said that although it has 
not created particularly large problems for the 
snowplows, School District 38 has complained 
that cars parked along bus routes create problems 
for bus drivers during and after snowstorms. 

Simpson said that if the district designates 
snow routes, it must post signs at a cost of $250 to 
$275 per sign. The police can then write citations 
for any cars parked on the snow routes. He noted, 
“It causes hard feelings.”

Susemihl said, “It ain’t going to work unless 
they can tow ‘em.” He suggested sending a letter 
to residents highlighting the problem and asking 
them to park in their driveways. Simpson noted 
that Jackson Creek covenants already forbid over-
night on-street parking.

The board directed Simpson to write a letter 
to the residents.

Streetlights on Lyons Tail
Simpson said that four streetlights are to be in-
stalled along Lyons Tail in the area of Jackson 
Creek filing 5 at a cost of $13,579. He said the 
Jackson Creek filing 5 Public Facilities Authority 
will pay for streetlights within filing 5.

Mountain View undercharge
Simpson reported that Mountain View Electric 
discovered they undercharged the district by 
more than $50,000. Mountain View has agreed to 
waive about half of the undercharge and is asking 
the district to pay $23,524 in installments over the 
next year.

May 4 election of three board members
Simpson noted that three four-year positions are 
open. Kathy and Gary Walters, both of whom are 
term-limited, and Steve Stephenson who was ap-
pointed in July to complete Jim Perry’s term oc-
cupy the positions. Gurnick and Jones, the other 
two directors, were elected in 2002. Their terms 
end in 2006.

The board designated Creekside Middle 
School as the polling place with the district office 
as an alternate if the school is unavailable. Dale 
Hill, Triview district administrator, was desig-
nated the election official.

**********
The Triview Metropolitan District Board of Di-
rectors normally meets on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month, 4:30 p.m., at the district offices, 
174 N. Washington St. The next meeting will be 
held Feb. 25.

For further information, contact the Triview 
Metropolitan District at 488-6868.

On Saturday, March 13, 2004
the USAFA Officers� Club
will be transformed into a 
tropical Caribbean beach for the 
Annual Dinner & Silent Auction.

Call the Chamber at
488-3282
for more information

You�re Invited!
The Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce cordially invites you 

to spend an evening full of fun, sun (well, not really,
it is at night) and sand (hopefully not in your shorts).

featuring guest emcee Captain Dan from K-Lite 106.3 fm

LEE Upholstered
Furniture Sale

30% OFF!
Sale runs throughout February

Tuesday - Friday 10-5, Sat. by Appointment

No longer at Monument 
Plaza. Doing business as 
usual by phone and ap-
pointment. For all your 
travel needs, call Flo or 
Nancy at 481-3051

Fax 481-3054

TRIVIEW (Continued from page 17)
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By Judy Barnes
Liquor store polling area: At the 
Nov. 13 meeting, the liquor licens-
ing board approved a 3.2 percent 
beer off-premises liquor license for 
the Country Store and Deli. The 
canvassing area for that license was 
a radius of 1,500 feet from the store. 
Following a question from the town 
clerk about the possibility of a liquor 
store coming to town, the board voted 
unanimously at that same meeting to 
define the canvassing area for a future 
retail liquor store as being the bound-
aries of the whole town. At the Jan. 
8 meeting, trustee Ed Kinney com-
mented that he thought a radius of 
1,500 feet, instead of the whole town, 
was an adequate canvassing area for a 
liquor license poll. He said a proposed 
store’s immediate neighbors are the 
ones who would have to live with 
it; distant residents shouldn’t be able 
to control the decision. Meanwhile, 
town staff reported that no further 
interest in opening a liquor store in 
Palmer Lake has been expressed. 
Committee reports
Parks and Recreation: Trustee 
Cindy Allen, representing the Parks 
and Recreation department, said that 
in the spring a guardrail would be in-
stalled to replace the split rail fence at 
Glen Park. In the past, the fence has 
been knocked down several times a 
year.
Water: Trustee Chuck Cornell, 
representing the Water Department, 
noted that the building for the new 
filter plant is up. 
Police: Kinney, representing the 
police department, reported that the 
police department is down to two ve-
hicles due to an accident on Dec. 22 
in Red Rock Ranch. The officer, Mike 
Brennan, was out due to injuries, and 
the vehicle was totaled. There were 
126 calls for service in December.
Mayor: Mayor Nikki McDonald 
announced that a Casino Night and 
Silent Auction to raise money for the 
new fire truck is scheduled for Feb. 13 
at Pinecrest Event Center. She also re-
ported that she has been elected trea-
surer of the Pikes Peak Area Council 
of Governments. McDonald noted 
that five seats on the town council 
will be open for this year’s election. 
Randy Jones and Cornell are the only 
trustees whose terms do not expire 
this year, and the others are not seek-
ing reelection. Nomination petitions 
will be available at the town office by 

the end of February.
Emergency Services: Trustee Susan 
Miner reported that she and Julie 
Lokken attended a preliminary 
meeting in December, held be-
tween Woodmoor/Monument Fire 
Protection District (W/MFPD) and 
American Medical Response (AMR) 
about having an AMR ambulance at 
the W/MFPD station on Woodmoor 
Drive. Currently, AMR provides 
ambulance service for W/MFPD, 
and the closest AMR ambulance 
is at the Donald Wescott station 
on Gleneagle Drive, about 6 miles 
away. Another option would be for 
W/MFPD to purchase its own am-
bulance. A van-type vehicle would 
cost around $56,000 plus the cost of 
equipment.
Oath of office: Bill Duven was 
sworn in as associate municipal 
judge, and Julie Lokken was sworn 
in as fire chief. Chief Lokken report-
ed that the department had a new 
$60,000 brush truck they acquired 
for $2,000, with grants paying the 
rest of the cost. The department 
recently received a grant of $15,000 
from the El Pomar Foundation.
New business license: G. Marshall 
and Amy Clark received a license 
for Marshall Clark Photography at 
88 Highway 105. They specialize 
in portrait photography and custom 
framing.
Vacation of a utility easement: 
William Johnson requested, and 
the council approved, vacating a 
common lot line utility easement be-
tween lots 3 and 4, creating one lot 
for a single-family home at Block 2 
of Lakeview Heights Subdivision.
Approval for grants: Police Chief 
Dale Smith reported on two grants 
available to his department. The 
Victim Assistance and Law Enforce-
ment (VALE) grant of $7,600 will be 
used for an emergency call box that 
would be installed in front of the 
water bill drop box at the police sta-
tion, 54 Valley Crescent. One button 
will call 911, which will connect the 
caller to the county sheriff’s office. 
The second button, for non-emer-
gency use, will also connect to the 
sheriff’s office. A security camera 
will monitor the call box to discour-
age vandalism or misuse.

The other grant, $72,000 from 
the federal Homeland Security Of-
fice, will fund overtime pay and 
travel expenses for staff to partici-

pate in training exercises during their 
time off. Smith plans to have one of 
those exercises relate to the town’s 

water system. The council unani-
mously approved both grants.

Palmer Lake Town Council meeting Jan. 8

AESTHETICALLY UNIQUE 
SKIN CARE

JEN HANSON
SKIN CARE THERAPIST ~ MAKE UP ARTIST

125 Second Street, Suite D, Historic Downtown Monument
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February Valentines Special
FREE Paraffin Hand Treatment with Facial!
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19255 Royal Troon Drive ~ 481-1518
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By Judy Barnes
At the Jan. 21 meeting of the Palmer Lake Planning 
Commission, there was considerable discussion 
about a manufactured home proposed to be placed 
on Lower Glenway and about the proposed child 
and family development centers at 40 Columbine 
and 90 Pie Corner.
Request to vacate the common lot line utility 
easement between lots 7 and 8, Block 2, Lakev-
iew Heights Subdivision: The commissioners 

voted unanimously to recommend that the Town 
Council approve this.
Request for a conditional use in a CC zone for 
a single-family residence at 0 Lower Glenway, 
Moroni Subdivision: After seeing a photograph 
submitted by Michael Brennan of the proposed 
manufactured home, Commissioner Denise Ham-
mond referred to the comprehensive plan that rec-
ommended the creation of a pleasant visual envi-
ronment appealing to residents and tourists. It also 
recommended encouraging the historical nature of 
the town, Victorian and Western. Hammond noted 
that the lot abuts the town green and doesn’t fit in. 

Chairman John Cressman commented, “Unfor-
tunately, we really don’t have architectural codes. 
The comp plan is a guideline…it [the proposed 
home] is ugly, but we really don’t have the teeth to 
do anything.”

Kathy Bremmer, who lives across the street 
from the lot, commented, “This looks more like 
a trailer than a house, especially with the end [not 
the front of the house] facing the street.” She added 
that the neighborhood has worked hard to make the 
area look nice, and that this would have a negative 
impact on property values. Hammond added, “It’s 
not fair to the rest of the neighborhood to throw 
something so incongruous into the neighborhood.”

A motion to recommend that the council ap-
prove the conditional use with significant aesthetic 
improvements to fit better with neighborhood prop-
erties, including the streetside view, passed unani-

mously. 
Request for a conditional use in an R3 zone for a 
child development center, 90 Pie Corner: Denise 
Hammond recused herself and took a seat in the au-
dience. Becky Albright reviewed the activities and 
issues of her proposal so far. Then Ti Mix, a real 
estate agent for Prudential, addressed real estate 
values near the Tri-Lakes Community Preschool at 
85 Washington St., in Monument. He claimed that 
values were unaffected by the preschool. Albright’s 
attorney, Tim Schutz, also spoke, citing excerpts on 
R3 zoning from the Palmer Lake Municipal Code 
supporting the conditional use.

Denise and Frank Hammond, Carl Goodwin, 
and Lynn Glassburn spoke in opposition to the 
project, citing drainage and traffic issues and con-
cerns that the proposed centers would not fit with 
the character of the neighborhood. They also raised 
questions about whether the family development 
center might actually provide medical services, not 
just educational services.

Cressman read the response of the town’s at-
torney, Larry Gaddis, to questions about the con-
ditional use. Gaddis stated that a day care home is 
an appropriate use; that a day care home is a family 
care home. He noted that the town doesn’t have 
a definition for a family care home or a day care 
center.

The commissioners agreed that the proposed 
center for family development was an educational 
center. Denise Hammond pointed out that in the 

municipal code there was 
no definition of “educa-
tion.” Cressman stated 
that the definition of “edu-
cational institution” in 
the code was just about 
requirements, that there be 
100 feet of frontage and 50 
feet between the principle 
structure and the neigh-
boring lot line.

After scrutinizing the 
site plan, Cressman dis-
covered that there was less 
than 50 feet from the pro-
posed family development 
center to the lot line of the 
proposed childcare center. 
“It’s nonconforming to 
the definition we have of 
an educational institu-
tion,” Cressman declared. 
Upon advice from Schutz, 
Albright withdrew her ap-
plication and the meeting 
adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Palmer Lake Planning Commission meeting Jan. 21

TAX PREPARATION
——— 481-6555 ———
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"Your Community Tax Team"
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Historic Downtown Monument

Tue.-Fri 10-5, Sat. 10-4
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By Kim Makower
The recently formed Palmer Lake Citi-

zens for Community Awareness (PLCCA) 
is a committee of concerned citizens that, 
according to its mission statement, is “to 
act as a conduit and a source of information 
between the government of Palmer Lake 
and its citizens.” The committee has met 
on several occasions since summer 2003, 
most recently on Jan. 29. Six members 
were present: Jaqui Parker, Gary Cole-
man, Travis Coleman, George Reese, Frank 
Hammond, Ann Sparks, and Donna Arndt. 
Prior to the start of the meeting, Town Clerk 
Della Gins told members about the upcom-
ing fund-raiser for the fire engine fund. The 
Casino Night and Silent Auction is sched-
uled for March 5, 7 p.m. at the Pinecrest 
Events Center. Admission is $5 at the door; 
call Gins for information at 481-2953. Gins 
also informed the group that four of six 
town trustee seats and the mayor’s seat will 
be up for election in April. Gins then left to 
attend to other matters.

When the committee last met Oct. 30, 
Parker was informally elected to be the 
meeting facilitator. She assumed this role 
again by opening this meeting with remarks 
related to the growth pressures on the Tri-
Lakes region. “We [Palmer Lake] are being 
pushed from both Denver and Colorado 
Springs, and this committee has developed 
a good foundation to help us better deter-
mine our own future as a town,” she said. 

The discussion focused on two issues. 
One was the scheduling of an information 
gathering “field trip” to the various city 
departments such as water, police, roads, 
parks and recreation, and economic devel-
opment—to learn what they do, how they 
do it, and what their limitations are. Arndt 
agreed to contact the various town depart-
ments to schedule a time and day for the 
field trip sometime in March.

The other issue was the recruitment of 
more community representatives. Parker 
stated, “It is now time to put the much-dis-
cussed charter of the PLCCA into action. 
We are seeking committed volunteers who 
will gather information regarding the status 
and future of Palmer Lake via town meet-
ings [planning commission and/or council 
meetings], local newspaper reports, posted 
information at the post office, town hall, 

etc., then participate in disseminating this 
information quarterly through neighbor-
hood meetings. Hopefully, the output of 
the neighborhood meetings will result in 
communication back to our council mem-
bers of the thoughts and concerns of their 
constituents.” She identified three vehicles 
for this recruitment process: flyers distrib-
uted door-to-door, e-mail distribution of the 
minutes of the PLCCA, and articles written 
in the local press.

Hammond spoke about the dubious 
state of the town’s zoning ordinances. He 
said that these laws are poorly written and 
easily manipulated by people seeking to do 
business with Palmer Lake. He would like 
to see the committee help rewrite these laws 
and strengthen the town’s comprehensive 
plan. His involvement with the committee 
began with the divisive debate 
concerning the land use issue of 
a day care and learning center in 
his neighborhood. He was able to 
unify the thoughts of his neighbor-
hood by going door to door to col-
lect over 30 e-mail addresses and 
phone numbers to help dissemi-
nate information to his neighbors. 
Hammond volunteered to create 
and print flyers for recruitment of 
neighborhood representatives to 
join the PLCCA.

Parker suggested keeping 
meetings to one hour due to the 
time constraints of the average 
prospective committee member. 
The next meeting’s agenda is: 1.) 
recruiting neighborhood represen-
tatives; 2.) developing a template 
for neighborhood informational 
meetings; and 3.) determining the 
best day to schedule the PLCCA 
monthly meeting. 

Sparks said she was “pleased 
with the progress [of the commit-
tee] tonight” due to the ability of 
the group to focus and move for-
ward with definite action items. 
The next meeting will be Feb. 26 
at 7 p.m. at the Palmer Lake Town 
Hall; all are encouraged to attend. 
For information call Jaqui Parker, 
487-7434.

Palmer Lake Citizens for Community Awareness Jan. 29
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Donald Wescott FPD Board meeting Jan. 22
By Jim Kendrick

This regular meeting of the Board 
of Directors of the Donald Wescott 
Fire Protection District (DWFPD) 
was held at Station #2 on Jan. 22 at 
7 p.m. Director Kevin Gould was 
excused. The board announced posi-
tive progress on merger discussions 
with Woodmoor/Monument Fire 
Protection District (W/MFPD) and 
Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (PLVFD). The board changed 
its policy and will no longer be the 
primary emergency responder in the 
portion of Black Forest covered by 
the recent November inclusion elec-
tion. The Gleneagle Drive station 
will be renumbered Station #1, from 
Station #3, to reflect its status as op-
erational headquarters. 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Den-
nis Feltz reported that the end-of-year 
budget transition had gone smoothly, 
with more than adequate reserves for 
last-minute expenses. The district’s 
financial position is strong, helped by 
not having to build a new station to 
serve Black Forest, for which about 
$125,000 had been budgeted. Expen-
ditures for 2003 exceeded forecast by 
just $281 in a challenging year where 
there were several new hires—ex-
panding the full-time workforce to 
provide 24/7 coverage for the first 
time—as well as unexpected election 
expenses. Cash on hand at the end of 
the year was $418,651.29, placing the 
district in a sound position to perform 
the upcoming $264,000 Station #3 
expansion as well as move forward 
with merger talks with W/MFPD, 
which is also financially sound.
Policy Change on Black Forest 
Coverage: The November election 
resulted in an area of Black Forest 
no longer being covered by DWFPD. 
However, attempts by President Bill 
Lowes and Chief Bill Sheldon to con-
tact homeowner associations (HOAs) 
in the election area to alert them to 
the change in coverage have produced 
no responses by phone or mail. The 
Northern El Paso County Coalition of 
Community Associations (NEPCO) 
cannot help with notification because 
none of the area HOAs is a member 
of NEPCO. A few subdivisions in 
the un-included area have presented 
unanimous petitions for inclusion 
by Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District 
(TLFPD) in the past four months. 
They were all approved by the Tri-
Lakes board on a case-by-case basis. 

The board considered three op-
tions regarding service to the Black 
Forest election area:
• Discontinue responding to this 

area as the primary responder.
• Charge a fee per call, per fees 

accepted by Pikes Peak Chief’s 
Forum.

• Continue responding on calls in 
the area until those homeowners 
join another district.

Sheldon noted that the majority of 
calls in this area are medical calls 
for which DWFPD could not submit 
bills. The eastern half of the inclu-
sion ballot region is well outside the 
five-road-mile coverage of the Roller 

Coaster station that is to be built by 
TLFPD. He said these citizens could 
also petition Black Forest Fire and 
Rescue District for inclusion. Falcon 
Fire Protection District is too distant 
to provide anything other than mutual 
aid coverage. Sheldon recommended 
that DWFPD focus on its own dis-
trict’s projects while continuing to 
provide only mutual aid, if requested. 
Director Brian Ritz asked if mutual 
aid calls could be billed. Sheldon said 
no, because mutual aid is reciprocally 
given to DWFPD, when needed, by 
other fire districts. Only the primary 
district can bill. Lowes agreed with 
Sheldon that service should be lim-
ited to mutual aid only.

Peter Obernesser, attorney for 
DWFPD, recommended that a notice 
be published stating that Wescott 
would no longer be the primary 
provider, as there are long-standing 
written or verbal agreements with de-
velopers of a few subdivisions in that 
area. “Notice is required to be fair 
to all homeowners in that area, even 
though the majority voted against 
providing any revenue to Wescott 
for its services.” He recommended 
a newspaper notice so “there is no 
continuing expectation of response to 
emergencies by DWFPD.” Ritz asked 
about the 150 votes for inclusion. 
Obernesser said they were not in the 
majority. Sheldon said Westcott’s de-
cision is cost-driven. This is the sec-
ond time this area has voted not to be 
taxed for fire protection, so DWFPD 
should focus on its taxpayers, who ap-
proved a mill levy increase to pay for 
full-time service. 

The board voted 3-1, with Ritz 
voting no, to terminate primary ser-
vice to this Black Forest area with a 
30-day notice. Sheldon said he would 
notify El Paso County Sheriff’s dis-
patchers to change their 9-1-1 rosters 
and prepare the newspaper announce-
ment for immediate publication in the 
Tribune. 
Architect contract: The DWFPD 
architectural consultant, Architect’s 
Office, will prepare a standard 
American Institute of Architect’s 
(AIA) contract to define the scope 
of work the consultant will perform 
in developing forms for proposal 
requests for Station #3 expansion. 
Director Gould, who is an architect, 
will have the legal firm Oberring and 
Wurth review the $7,500 contract 
with Architect’s Office before it is 
signed. Sheldon requested authority 
from the board to manage the day-to-
day details of executing this standard 
AIA contract, based on his previous 
experience with this type of standard-
ized contract. The board approved 
both actions unanimously.
Executive Session: There was a short 
executive session to let the board re-
ceive legal advice on a negotiation. 
There were no announcements re-
garding results of the session.
Merger Discussions Update: Lowes 
and Sheldon first discussed ambu-
lance service in the region. TLFPD’s 
threat on Dec. 10 to rescind ambu-
lance coverage for Palmer Lake has 

resulted in accelerated negotiations 
with American Medical Response 
(AMR) by W/MFPD, Palmer Lake 
Volunteer Fire Department (PLVFD), 
and DWFPD to add ambulance ser-
vice at the Woodmoor Drive station. 
DWFPD will also continue work-
ing with W/MFPD and PLVFD to 
develop a merger agreement that is 
beneficial to all three departments. 
Differing mill levies is a primary 
source of concern. The mill levies 
for DWFPD, W/MFPD, and PLVFD 
are 7, 9.2, and 0, respectively. Palmer 
Lake voters have rejected a mill levy 
for fire service in the past. Another 
alternative to a full merger might be 
a looser fire authority relationship, 
though this option was rejected in 
previous preliminary discussions. 
The number of ambulances on call in 
the region might also be an item for 
negotiation, due to TLFPD having its 
own ambulances at its home station 
and projecting another full-time am-
bulance at the Roller Coaster Station. 
(A rule of thumb is that an ambulance 
must make one billable transport per 
day to pay for itself and it is unclear if 
there are enough such calls to finance 
round-the-clock ambulance service 
by four fire stations.) Lowes will 
work on scheduling a working group 
session in March. 
Chief’s Report: Sheldon noted that 
two large fires that generated mutual 
aid calls from the county were in-
structive in relearning lessons about 
command dispatch decisions. A fire 
on Teak Road in Falcon on Jan. 15 
resulted in 32 pieces of apparatus and 
65 firefighters—from as far away as 
Green Mountain Falls and Fort Car-
son—responding ineffectively to an 
“all call” from the Sheriff’s office dis-
patching center for the entire county. 
The building burned to the ground 
and traffic jams were created that 
might have precluded re-dispatching 
these fire vehicles to other emergen-
cies. Sheldon said Assistant Chief 
Vinny Burns “correctly chose not to 
have DWFPD provide mutual aid 44 
miles away when there was already 
too much equipment on the scene to 
be used.” The next evening, a similar-
size fire on Greenland Road in Lark-
spur was also handled by mutual aid, 
this time involving only five trucks. 
The fire occurred in an area that had 
no close water or fire hydrants, re-
quiring a water shuttle. Although this 
house was lost, Burns’ use of vehicles 
was effective and efficient. Sheldon 
noted the expertise of the North End 
Group in responding appropriately to 
this Larkspur emergency and praised 
Burns on his decisions regarding 
these two calls as well as proper on-
scene calls by the firefighters in car-
rying out the water shuttle. 

For 2003, DWFPD had 572 calls, 
plus 1,047 automatic and mutual aid 
calls for a total 1,619. Often, more 
than one vehicle responded to a call. 
Types of calls for the year were: 
Medical-related alarms (excluding 
AMR alarms) 524 (32 percent), AMR 
alarms 867 (54 percent), fire-related 
alarms 175 (11 percent), other alarms 
53 ( 3 percent).

An Insurance Service Organiza-
tion (ISO) compliance inspection of 
areas with hydrants will be conducted 
Feb. 17-19. The district has an ISO rat-
ing of 6 and hopes to lower that rating 
for the benefit of district taxpayers. A 
lower rating would lower fire insur-
ance rates. The decisive issues in the 
rating are water supply, manning, and 
equipment, in that order. 
Policy & Procedures Update: 
Sheldon said the preliminary copy 
of the policy and procedures manual 
has been given to the firefighters for 
questions and comments. The only 
remaining policy question is how to 
handle unused vacation/sick time at 
the end of the year. The board de-
cided to temporarily let unused time 
roll over to the second year, while 
assessing commonly used accrual al-
ternatives by other fire organizations 
and also asking the district’s accoun-
tant and auditor to analyze current 
trends for unforeseen impacts on the 
department.
Other items: 
• Discussion of the board’s 

goals for 2004 was deferred 
to the next meeting after the 
directors exchanged copies of 
lists of suggested goals they had 
prepared. 

• Ritz noted that Sheldon has given 
the Colorado Springs Police 
Department’s Training Academy 
two sets of expired bunker gear 
to assist them in training police 
officers in the use of tasers. 

• The department held ice rescue 
training in Gleneagle on Jan. 
17, certifying 12 firefighters. 
Twelve more will be certified in 
February. (See photo below)

• Palmer Lake’s Police Department 
has received a grant for $72,000 
for training on weapons of 
mass destruction. DWFPD will 
participate in this training.

The meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 
The next meeting will be at 7 p.m. 
on Feb. 18 at Station #2 on Sun Hills 
Drive.

Below - Ice rescue training 
in Gleneagle: (left to right): 

Instructor Ed Miller, CSFD. Jim 
Biskner, Sean Pearson,  Jeff 

Edwards, Mike Badger

Photo provided by DWFPD
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Tri-Lakes FPD Board meeting Jan. 15

By John Heiser
At its meeting Jan. 15, the Tri-Lakes Fire Protection 
District Board of Directors approved inclusion of 
two subdivisions east of Highway 83, approved a 3 
percent across the board pay raise, discussed plans 
for Station 2 on Roller Coaster Road near Highway 
105, and made preparations for the May 4 election 
of two members of the board. 

Inclusion hearings
Hearings were held on petitions for inclusion of the 
Walden Pines Subdivision (10 lots) and Elk Creek 
Filing #2 (29 lots). Both inclusion petitions were 
signed by 100 percent of the property owners. The 
board unanimously approved both inclusions.

Dispatching problems
Chief Robert Denboske reported that when the 
sheriff’s office converted to a new dispatching 
system, some of the geographic information was 
lost, resulting in dispatching the wrong emergency 
services agency for some properties along Highway 
83 between Hodgen Road and County Line Road. 
Denboske said, “We are working with E911 to up-
date the maps. We need to get it corrected as soon 
as possible.”

The chief also noted that when Station 2 is op-
erational, he intends to coordinate coverage in the 
Highway 83 and County Line Road area with the 
Franktown department.

Financial Report
District director and treasurer John Hildebrandt 
reported that, as of the end of December: 
• The district had received $835,799 in property 

tax revenue, all but $1,353 of the property tax 
revenue it is due for 2003. 

• Specific ownership taxes at $121,000 for the 
year were $13,244 over budget. 

• Ambulance revenues were $54,900 over the 
budgeted amount of $115,170.

• The net result: revenue $108,779 over budget.
• Expenses were $37,481 (3 percent) over budget. 

$32,811 of that was expenditure of a $35,000 
grant the district received that was not in the 
budget. Another portion was prepayment of 
2004 contracts and special district association 
dues.

• The net increase in the fund balances during 
2003 was $66,151.

Hildebrandt concluded, “The state of the finances is 
good. We have been prudent and have an increase 
in the fund balances.”

Board President Charlie Pocock said, “We 
didn’t anticipate coming out quite as well as we 
did so we did not budget a pay increase. Since 
the budget came out better than planned, we 
have looked again at a cost of living increase.” 
The board unanimously approved a 3 percent 
across the board increase to base and overtime 
pay but not incentive pay. The increase is ret-
roactive to Jan. 1.

Chief’s Report
Denboske reported that during 2003, the dis-
trict responded to 1049 calls vs. 882 last year. 
There were 418 medical calls, 295 traffic ac-
cidents, 223 fires, 90 public assists, and 23 in-
volving hazardous materials. 376 people were 
transported to area hospitals. 

Pocock said, “There are differences in 
the way departments report call statistics. 
We report all calls, in district and mutual aid. 
We treat each as a single call regardless of the 

number of apparatus. Some districts treat each ap-
paratus as a call.”

EMS Report
Ron Thompson, assistant chief and emergency 
medical services (EMS) coordinator, reported 
that the district received a grant from the Emer-
gency Services Association for a 12 lead EKG 
simulator. He added that the district has applied 
for a variety of state grants.

Thompson reported that the Tri-Lakes dis-
trict and the Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protec-
tion District had 12 to 14 students in recent base 
EKG training. Training on 12 lead EKG will be 
held next month. Thompson thanked the board for 
providing the TV/VCR, and PowerPoint projector 
that have been very helpful during training.

Thompson noted that the department has 
been working with local ham radio operators for 
coordination in emergencies. An antenna may be 
added to the station as part of this effort.

Thompson recommended donation to the 
Elbert Fire Department of a heart monitor the 
department is no longer using. The board unani-
mously approved the donation. 

Station 2
Rick Barnes, board member and architect for 
Station 2, reported that the construction contract 
for the station will be ready for bid by the end of 
January. He said he anticipates three or four bid-
ders. Groundbreaking is scheduled for March 1.

May 4 election
Denboske was designated the election official 
for the May 4 election. The election will fill the 
board positions occupied by Oscar Gillespie and 
Gary Morgan, both of whom are term-limited.

The board discussed possible ballot mea-
sures including raising the mill levy. Pocock 
said, “I think 7 mills is enough. An increase is 
not justified or fair to the citizens. I don’t think 
we should accumulate money in the bank. Spend 
it for the taxpayers’ benefit.” Barnes said, “I don’t 
think we need any more money.”

Pocock said, “The problem for special dis-
tricts is finding people willing to run and serve.” 
Gillespie made a motion to include a ballot mea-
sure to exempt the district from term limits.

Custodian of Records
District administrative assistant Paula Robbins 
was designated the custodian of records.

Executive session
The meeting ended with an executive ses-
sion to discuss strategy for negotiations.

**********
The Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District 
board normally meets at 7 p.m. on the third 
Thursday of each month at the district fire-
house, 18650 Highway 105 (near the bowl-
ing alley). The next meeting is scheduled for 
Feb. 19.

For more information, call Chief Den-

boske at 481-2312. The Tri-Lakes district has a new 
web site: www.tri-lakesfire.com. 

Public skating 
at Soc n’ Roll!

Call today for more 
information!

487-8572

16240 Old Denver Highway
www.socnroll.com

Every Friday night, 6 pm—8 pm
Concessions
DJ
Great music
Small rink reserved for 

beginners and young 
skaters

Public skating matinees offered 
during the week, 1 pm—3 pm 
when D-38 is out of session.

Purchasing a home or 
refinancing?

We offer the largest 
selection of loan programs

for perfect and not so 
perfect homeowners 

Call me!

Lisa Ramsey

U. S. Capital, 
Inc.

559-2151

TLFPD board tries on hard hats in anticipation of 
the March 1 groundbreaking for Station 2. Left to 
Right: John Hildebrandt, Gary Morgan, Charlie 

Pocock, Oscar Gillespie, and Rick Barnes

ElecTech, Inc.
Electrical Contracting
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in small electrical 
projects, service upgrades, 

a/c circuits, hot tubs, remodels.

Larry Bobo, Master Electrician
Over 27 Years Experience

Licensed & Insured
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Woodmoor/Monument FPD Board meeting Jan. 26
By Jim Kendrick

The Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District 
Board (W/MFPD) began negotiations for contract-
ing full-time ambulance service at its Woodmoor 
Drive station at the board meeting held on Jan. 26. 
All board members were present. Mark Bruning, 
Vice President of American Medical Response 
(AMR) ambulance service operations for the 
Rocky Mountains/Plains Division, and local citi-
zen George Reese, owner of Palmer Lake Motors 
on Highway 105 attended. Associate Chief James 
Rackl and Acting Fire Marshal Tom Eastburn also 
attended. There were no public comments.

Chief’s Report
Chief David Youtsey noted that the terms of three 
board members expire in May. He asked those 
three–Bob Browning, Si Sibell, and Tom Conroy–
to fill out a self-nomination and acceptance form by 
Feb. 27. If no others seek nomination, an election 
will not be necessary. 

Written testing for firefighter candidates will 
be administered to 12 applicants on Feb. 21. Their 
physical agility testing will occur on Feb. 28. They 
will be selected from a list of approximately 100 
applicants. Rackl said the closing date for being 
added to the list is Feb. 16. Applications are held 
for one year. Conroy asked how many spaces have 
been filled recently. Youtsey said 19 spaces were 
filled in the past eight years, eight in the past three 
years. 

The district has been sending postcard survey 
forms to residents who have had emergency service 
and comments have been uniformly positive. 

Calls in December and the totals for 2003 
were:

Structure Fire  5 100
Medical   37 340
Traffic Accident   3  73
Wildland    0  21
Hazardous Materials 5  29
Public Assistance   0  26
Other   4  41
Total   54 630 
Medical runs were up 54 percent and traffic 

accident runs were up 12 percent in 2003. Conroy 
asked Youtsey to determine the number of ambu-
lance dispatches to an emergency scene and the 
number of ambulance transports to a hospital that 

would have occurred in 2003 if W/MFPD had an 
ambulance on 24/7 call at the station. Youtsey gave 
a preliminary response of 340 fire calls and 73 traf-
fic accidents for dispatch. 

Attorney Tim Schutz is working for the district 
to recover unclaimed funds from the Fireman’s and 
Police Pension Association (FPPA) “old hire pen-
sion program” of $348,744. This program was dis-
continued in 1984 by the state fire pension board. 
One firefighter under the program died without 
heirs and the policy proceeds have remained in-
vested with FPPA since then. Six others left the 
fund before they were vested. These six collected 
their own contributions for transfer to new pension 
programs. However, the district’s matching contri-
butions for these six remained invested with FPPA. 

The FPPA refund can be used by the district 
for current expenses, half to pay current pension 
contributions and social security taxes for current 
employees and half for other fire fighting require-
ments. The amount will be higher than expected 
because of about $14,000 in interest and dividends 
that accrued throughout 2003 that was not previ-
ously reported to W/MFPD by FPPA during its 
negotiations with Schutz. The refund can be turned 
over to the district’s investment banker, yielding 4 
percent, until used for the purposes noted above. 
Money can currently be borrowed at 2.6 percent. 
The 1.4 percent difference would yield $4,900 in 
one year on $350,000. Other options Youtsey pro-
posed were paying off vehicle loans or refinancing 
vehicle leases. The board agreed unanimously to 
use a portion of this money to pay off loans on 
the Quint 2130 fire engine, to purchase the new 
Suburban that is replacing the 1997 Suburban used 
by Chief Youtsey, and to invest the remainder. The 
1997 Suburban will be sold via sealed bid auction.

Conroy led a discussion of average times 
needed to roll trucks after dispatch and average 
times to drive to an emergency scene, reflex and 
response times respectively, as recorded by stop 
watch. Goals for reflex and response are one and 
six minutes. These times have improved dramati-
cally in the past year. The accuracy of logs pub-
lished by the county dispatchers at the Sheriff’s 
Office is also improving due to the high interest in 
errors by several departments over the past several 
months. Youtsey will continue to audit the logs for 

ways to further improve these department times 
and prepare a report on runs that take longer than 
the desired goals of one and six minutes. The whole 
board congratulated the firefighters for this impor-
tant improvement. 

In other matters, Recording Secretary Donna 
Arkowski was appointed district election official. 
She will be responsible again for all administrative 
actions regarding the May board member election. 
Election notices will be posted at the W/MFPD fire 
station, the Monument post office, and Monument 
Town Hall.
Joint working group update: The merger counter-
proposal from Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment (PLVFD) to W/MFPD was received minutes 
before the meeting, so there had been no review of 
it by board members. Plans are being made to meet 
also with the board of Donald Wescott Fire Protec-
tion Board after February. 
Inspection Process Investigation Report: Secre-
tary Bob Harvey reported that most issues had been 
resolved. Rackl is prioritizing a list of buildings in 
the district that ranks them from highest to lowest 
risk. President Bob Browning said that merchants 
no longer see a problem with the way inspections 
are performed, thanks to Eastburn’s positive ap-
proach to resolving the issue. Harvey cautioned 
that there are a few building owners who will never 
believe in the building inspection process or ac-
cept negative findings as legitimate. Sibell said the 
problem had been isolated and eliminated and that 
“Eastburn is doing one (heck) of a job.” Conroy 
proposed a discussion at the next meeting on how 
to proceed with regard to a permanent fire marshal 
nomination since funding for the position expires 
in June. 
AMR Negotiations: Treasurer Russ Broshous 
noted that the district’s ten-year plan has always 
called for having 24/7 ambulance service by 2005. 
Browning added that this was still just an option 
and the board will determine what is best for the 
taxpayers in the district. 

The board then went into executive session at 
9:30 a.m. to discuss a personnel issue and conduct 
negotiations with AMR’s Bruning about a possible 
contract for 24/7 ambulance service. No announce-
ment was made after the executive session and no 
decision was made regarding AMR. The next board 
meeting will be on Feb. 23 at 8 a.m.
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Lewis-Palmer School Board meeting Jan. 15
By Tommie Plank

The board was presented with proposed new school 
calendars for the 2004-2005 and 2005-2006 school 
years. The school calendar has remained basically 
the same for several years. These proposed sched-
ules differ in that the goal is to have school finished 
by Memorial Day. In order to accomplish the earlier 
ending while still maintaining the same number of 
contact days for students and teacher workdays, 
some of the school year vacation days will need to 
be eliminated. The board will review the proposed 
variations and expects to adopt a new calendar at 
the February meeting.

 School district parents Steve Fillo and Darrell 
Bryant presented a comprehensive report request-
ing the addition of competitive ice hockey at the 
high school level. A lively question-and-answer 
session followed the presentation. The board ex-
pressed appreciation for the professional quality 
of the presentation but, given the amount of time 
needed for the high school growth issue, felt that 
they were not in a position to take on another time-
consuming project. The matter was tabled until the 
board reaches a decision on the high school. 

The student accountability report focused on 
the upcoming Battle of the Bands. The issue of 
affordable healthy food choices was raised for the 

second time. The students plan to meet with high 
school administrators to see if there are alternatives 
available.

Dr. Pete Heinz, chairman of District Account-
ability (DAAC), reported that interest in the com-
mittee’s work has kept attendance at meetings at a 
high level. The DAAC will visit Kilmer Elementary 
for their Feb. 10 meeting.

The district is evaluating the gifted and tal-
ented program. Mary Anne Wiggs, executive di-
rector of Learning Services, has hired a consultant 
to conduct surveys of students, teachers, parents, 
counselors, and administrators as a part of this 
evaluation.

The district is also evaluating the way grades 
are reported at the elementary level. A standards-
based approach to teaching is now used district-
wide, and the current manner of reporting progress 
and learning does not reflect this approach. A com-
mittee of parents, teachers, and administrators has 
been formed to research the issue. They intend to 
pilot a new report card format for some schools and 
grades next year with the intention of fully imple-
menting the program the following year.

The elementary social studies curriculum has 
been the focus of the ongoing evaluation and revi-
sion of district curriculum for this year. The result 

is a recommendation for a new text and learning 
materials. Mrs. Wiggs presented for the board’s 
consideration the Social Studies Alive program 
from the Teachers Curriculum Institute, which 
meets the Colorado Model Content Standards. The 
board heard from teachers Sid Hough, Char Wahl-
borg, and Melissa Bent, three of the 21 teachers to 
pilot programs for the evaluation. They were very 
impressed with this particular program and highly 
recommended it to the board. The board took ma-
terials about the study with them and will consider 
approval of the program in February.

The first reading of a new parental involvement 
policy was heard. The board took the policy under 
advisement and it will be scheduled for a second 
reading, discussion, and approval at a future meet-
ing.

The board approved several routine consent 
agenda items related to students, personnel, fi-
nances, and land use requests.

Tom Battle was recognized for his extensive 
help with the new Grace Best Elementary School 
playground. He received a commendation certifi-
cate from Board President Jes Raintree

The next regular meeting of the Lewis-Palmer 
Board of Education will be 7 p.m. Feb. 19 at Grace 
Best Elementary School.

By Chris Pollard
Attendance was slightly lower at this WIA meet-
ing Jan. 26 than in previous years, with around 60 
to 70 people. The most recent controversial issue, 
the Walters Commons town home development 
proposed near Lewis-Palmer High School, was 
presented to the El Paso County Planning Commis-
sion and approved by them unanimously a few days 
before, on Jan. 20.

The first major item of business was the an-
nouncement of the winner of the Vincent J. Elorie 
Citizenship Award, given each year to significant 
long-term contributors to Woodmoor and the lo-
cal community. Father Robert Jaeger of St. Peter 
Catholic Church read the introduction and made 
the presentation to Jim Taylor. Last year, Jim’s wife, 
Marian, received the award. They have been very 
involved with the WIA over many years, and Jim 
has also been a key contributor to many Sertoma 
programs.

This year, three directors’ terms expired, Nona 
Overcast, in charge of the community center; Paul 
Lambert, public safety director; and Bryan Clark, 
treasurer. The three new directors are:
• Allan McMullen (328 votes). A resident for 11⁄2 

years, he has two children and came from a 
similar subdivision in Sante Fe, N.M. He wants 
to work on adding more community events and 
is interested in improving the aesthetics of the 
area.

• Susan Shields (327 votes). A resident for 12 
years, she is a local realtor and is concerned 
about the effects of growth on Woodmoor and 
wants to be involved with planning for future 
building projects in the area.

• Michael Varnet (360 votes) A Pikes Peak 
Library District employee, he has been in 
accounting for many years and has served on a 
large number of boards.

Susan Cooley, current president of the WIA board, 
gave a short overview of the past year in Wood-
moor. The major portion of the speech focused on 
an assessment of the Walters Commons project. 
At a previous board meeting, concerns had been 
expressed about whether the conservation ease-
ment on the part of the Walters property not being 
used to build townhomes was actually going to 
happen. The concern was that this would mean ad-

ditional houses in that area. At this meeting, Cooley 
sounded more confident that the easement would go 
through. She and several other Woodmoor residents 
made presentations to the El Paso County Planning 
Commission, raising concerns of traffic and safety 
issues. The commission expressed an interest in 
helping to solve the traffic issues but voted to ap-
prove the project.

Some progress was made in establishing a 
walking trail along Fairplay, though the county of-
ficials responsible for approving the plan were not 
forthcoming with their concerns. Later in the meet-
ing, a number of residents raised other concerns 
with the trail. A few objected to the possibility of 
having to remove a substantial amount of scrub oak 
at points along the planned route.

In the case of another long-term project, Wood-
moor entrance signs, visible progress should be 
seen shortly. New signs were scheduled for sand-
blasting last week and for installation in the next 
two weeks.

The WIA was active last summer in its West 
Nile mosquito abatement program and planned to 
continue this effort in the future while the threat 
remained.

For the coming year, Cooley said she hoped  
work would con-
tinue on evolving the 
rules for multifamily 
developments. Defi-
ciencies in the rules 
were found when the 
Walters Commons 
project was reviewed 
and it was felt that 
with several areas, 
particularly around 
Woodmoor Lake, 
still undeveloped but 
zoned for multifamily, 
that an attempt should 
be made to rectify 
these deficiencies. She 
also hoped that some 
improvements could 
be made in developing 
a trail system.

She thanked a 

number of the board members and the office staff 
for their help during the past year and made spe-
cial note of John Ottino’s contribution, as WIA 
vice president, in assisting with the annual Great 
American Clean-up.

In Paul Lambert’s outgoing report as public 
safety director, he noted continuing improvement 
in the reduction of criminal activity and animal 
complaints. At the same time, he was concerned 
about a recent spate of problems with loose and ag-
gressive dogs. In the past year, the patrol was oper-
ational for 13,000 hours, driving 85,000 miles and 
performing 17,000 vacation checks. He noted that 
two replacement patrol vehicles, silver Jeep Liber-
ties, had been ordered and would be due shortly. He 
thought they offered a balance between four-wheel-
drive capabilities and better fuel consumption than 
the present vehicles.

Mike Smith, director of the architectural con-
trol committee, noted in his report that the majority 
of applications were now for major additions and 
renovations rather than new home construction. 

**********
For information, contact the WIA at 488-2693.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Annual Meeting
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in D-38. Country kitchen 
with large eating area, spark-
ling hardwood floors in  
entry and living room with 
cozy wood stove. Beautiful 
mix of trees and meadow. 
Detached 2-car garage.  
Reduced to $285,000.

THE RAWHIDE CO. REALTORS 
Sue Gindhart, ABR, GRI
719.495.4746 or 888.495.4746
LAND · HOMES · COMMERCIAL · FARM & RANCH 
RELOCATION · PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
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By Jim Kendrick
The Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments 
(PPACG) held an open house from 4 to 7 p.m. on 
Jan. 13 to solicit public comments on its four goals 
in updating the 2030 Regional Transportation Plan. 
This plan lays out funding priorities for area gov-
ernments in three counties for federal and state 
grants used for road improvements, new roads, 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and transportation 
system management activities. PPACG manages 
this long-range 25-year plan as well as the short-
term six-year transportation improvement program 
(TIP) for the Pikes Peak Region. The latter plan 

affects ongoing improvement programs for Pow-
ers Boulevard, Woodmen Road, and other major 
arterials. Rob MacDonald, newly appointed execu-
tive director of PPACG, and several of his planning 
staff greeted citizens in attendance.

The transportation plan’s four proposed goals 
are: 
1. Mobility. Provide a safe and efficient regional 

transportation system to meet present and 
future mobility needs. The objectives are to 
support economic vitality within the region and 
provide the safest and most effective, efficient 
system.

2. Environment. Provide a regional transportation 
system that is compatible with natural and 
human environments. To that end, objectives 
include: meeting air quality requirements for 
the region; choosing solutions that have the 
fewest impacts on the natural environment and 
on neighborhoods and areas that are or will be 
identified for cultural or historical preservation; 

and promoting transportation system strategies 
and/or actions that are supported by the 
community in which they are planned.

3. Accessibility. Provide a multi-modal 
regional transportation system that meets 
the accessibility needs of all by encouraging 
the development of multi-modal options and 
promoting expansion of accessibility choices 
throughout the region. 

4. Maintenance. Maintain the regional 
transportation system, which includes 
maintaining the physical infrastructure of the 
system and providing an acceptable level of 
system operation.

These planning goals and objectives are meant to 
be broad enough to include the full scope of subse-
quent detailed planning, yet specific enough to be 
measurable.

You can read about these two plans at 
www.ppacg.org or by contacting PPACG at 471-
7080. 

PPACG hosts transportation planning open house Jan. 13

The following 2004 construction schedule was 
prepared by Yun Han, project engineer with the 
State of Colorado Department of Transportation. 
Residents should use this as a guide for what is in 
store as the highway project comes to an end.

January–March 2004
• Complete work on all bridge structures, 

including the Highway 105 bridges over I-25 
and Dirty Woman Creek. The contractor has 
tentatively scheduled a bridge deck pour for 
the week of Feb. 9 for the bridge over Dirty 
Woman Creek. 

• Complete the concrete box culvert under I-25 
at Dirty Woman Creek.

• Place the last of the storm drain system along 
Highway 105 with the wetland mitigation 
work north and east of Dirty Woman Creek 
taking place simultaneously.

• Complete the storm drain systems along the 
on-ramps to I-25.

• Continue with pavement removals of the 
interior portion of existing I-25.

• Start roadway grade preparation of Highway 
105 widening (north side of 105) for the future 
westbound lanes.

• Complete street lighting of all ramps 
(permanent interstate lighting of I-25 cannot 
be completed until all I-25 pavement is 

complete and traffic is shifted off temporary 
pavement widening). 

April–May 2004
• Commence pavement efforts, when weather 

permits, on Highway 105. Efforts will 
be concentrated to provide the capacity 
improvements on Highway 105 to lessen the 
congestion as soon as possible. 

• Install a permanent signal at Woodmoor 
Drive and Highway 105. 

May–July 2004 
• Start I-25 concrete paving and barrier 

placement for dividing northbound and 
southbound lanes.

• Start improvements to Woodmoor Drive on 
the approach to the new Park-and-Ride.

August–October 2004
• Commence construction of the new Park-

and-Ride. 
• Start improvements to Highway105 north of 

Second Street.
• Complete all new roadway signing.
• Install interstate lighting at the completion of 

concrete paving.
November–December 2004

• Project clean-up

Monument Interchange 
Schedule Update

In 2003, there were 19 fatal car accidents in all of 
unincorporated El Paso County. Eleven of the ac-
cidents were due to driver error, drunken driving, 
or excessive speed for the conditions. The El Paso 
County Department of Transportation (EPCDOT) 
examined the remaining eight sites to see what 
kinds of safety improvements might be made.

In the north end of the county, four locations 
that could benefit from safety improvements were 
cited: 

Highway 83 and Shoup Road intersection
Two accidents involved inattention to stop 
conditions. Colorado Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) is responsible for this intersection, which 
is scheduled for major redesign/reconstruction this 
year. 

Highway 83 and County Line/
Palmer Divide Road intersection

One accident involved inattention to stop 
signs. CDOT is also responsible for this 
intersection. In 2003, CDOT installed flashing 
beacons and bigger stop signs. 

Highway 105 and 
Furrow Road intersection

One accident involved inattention to the stop sign 
southbound on Furrow. The intersection is in 
CDOT jurisdiction. CDOT has installed larger stop 
signs and flashing beacons on the north and south 
approaches on Furrow Road. Additionally, CDOT 
will begin an intersection improvement project this 
summer. These improvements will include left-turn 
lanes on Highway 105 and should be completed in 
the fall. The county recommends that CDOT con-
sider crosswalk striping and pedestrian-signal tim-
ing improvements. 

Vollmer Road
Two accidents, including one car leaving the 
roadway and one at the intersection of Burgess 
Road where the driver failed to yield to traffic on 
Vollmer. Field investigation identified trees that 
may be contributing to unsafe conditions. Also, 
sight distance at the intersection is limited by 
“road geometry” that can be mitigated by addi-
tional warning devices. County recommendations: 
(1) clear trees within the right-of-way of Vollmer 
Road, as well as on the east and west approaches 
of Burgess Road; (2) consider reinstalling rumble 
strips on Burgess approaches; and (3) consider 
installation of 48-inch stop signs at Burgess and 
Vollmer. EPC DOT, in cooperation with Mountain 
View Electric, has begun an extensive tree-clearing 
project in the vicinity of Burgess and Vollmer. Prior 
to tree removal, a survey to identify trees within the 
clear zone will be performed on the northerly por-
tion of Vollmer. Guardrails may be an option.

County studying crash sites

3rd & Beacon Lite, Monument
488-9007

www.balancedbike.com

Tri-Lakes Area’s Only 
Bike & Ski 
Shop

Bike Sale! (in-stock only)

$5 OFF Ski Tune
With this coupon - Good through 2/29/04

Buy your tickets now!
Mountain board raffle, Feb. 27
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By Jim Kendrick
Representatives of El Paso County, Colorado 
Springs, and the Pikes Peak Area Council of Gov-
ernments (PPACG) offered a list of possible solu-
tions for solving $1.319 billion of unfunded region-
al transportation during the interval 2000–2015. 
The solutions were offered during an 80-minute 
presentation at a press conference held in Centen-
nial Hall downtown on Jan. 14, moderated by the 
Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce. Six op-
tions for solving the local metropolitan area’s traffic 
congestion, considered the worst of 14 small cities 
(population 100,000 to 500,000) along Colorado’s 
Front Range, were presented. 

The presentation concluded by advocating the 
sixth option: establishment of a regional transpor-
tation authority (RTA) for El Paso County as the 
single best solution. (Note: a regional transporta-
tion authority is a variant of a rural one under the 
state law that allowed formation of the Baptist 
Road Rural Transportation Authority or BRRTA.) 
The RTA would be governed by a board of direc-
tors made up of three county commissioners, three 
city council members, and one elected official from 
each of the other cities and towns in El Paso County 
that also belong to the PPACG Board of Governors. 
However, the RTA Board is not to be an agency of 
PPACG even though it would meet at PPACG’s of-
fice building. All authority for managing county 
transportation funding would rest in this undefined 
and unspecified committee of representatives from 
affected government entities. The RTA issue is 
expected to be on the ballot in the November 2004 
election. Ballot language would specify which 
projects the RTA would fund as well as the specific 
prioritization of this limited number of projects. 
How this RTA would work with BRRTA is yet to 
be determined. 

The countywide RTA would raise over $65 
million per year through a one-cent sales tax that 
drops to a permanent 0.45 cent tax after 10 years, a 
$10 vehicle registration fee, and a 2 percent visitors’ 
tax. Only 10 percent of needed funds, $147 million 
in taxes, will be collected during the next decade 
under current tax schedules. One problem noted 
was that sales tax fluctuates with economic condi-
tions, and the solution may not raise enough money 
for long-deferred and new projected maintenance 
and construction. Most of the summit speakers 
expressed dismay that taxpayers had voted down 
several different tax initiatives in recent elec-
tions—each implying, if not directly stating, that 
citizens had created the funding shortfall with their 
“no” votes. 

During the first 10 years of the proposed RTA, 
55 percent of revenues would be used for road con-
struction and 35 percent would go to road/bridge/
curb/gutter repair or reconstruction. The other 10 
percent would go to expanding transit bus service, 
$132 million over the next decade. 

Of the top 25 projects in its County Capital 
Improvements list, El Paso County’s top five priori-
ties for this funding are: 1) widening Baptist Road 
east of I-25 to Desiree Drive; 2) widening Baptist 
road west of I-25 to Hay Creek Road; 3) building 
the Baptist Road railroad crossing overpass; 4) 
building the Baptist Road–Hodgen Road connec-
tion; and 5) upgrading Hodgen Road to connect 
Highway 83 to Interstate 25 via Baptist Road. No 
funding is planned, however, to deal with Baptist 
Road’s gradient of more than 10 percent near the 
Donala water tanks, between Desiree and Tari that 
far exceeds 5 percent to 6 percent limits for an arte-
rial, and where icing often makes the road impass-
able for hours at a time.

Transportation problems to be solved by the 
proposed RTA are replacing crumbling roads 
now “too costly to repair due to years of neglect,” 
replacing dangerously decaying bridges, servic-
ing newly created roads “donated” by developers, 
widening existing roads, and expanding public 
transportation for an aging population. Videotaped 
news segments from every local TV channel were 
used to illustrate the “daunting scale of failure” by 
regional government to maintain existing trans-
portation infrastructure, coupled with the city and 
county governments’ acknowledgement of their in-
ability to maintain new roads that will be “donated” 
to the city and county by developers over the next 
11 years. 

The current backlog for road and bridge repairs 
and reconstruction is $472 million. 
Most will deteriorate to the point of 
having to be completely replaced, even 
though they could be repaired now at 
a small fraction of the replacement 
cost. The funding shortfall due to 
projected growth through 2015 for El 
Paso County is $494 million to $518 
million, while the comparable Colo-
rado Springs’ shortfall is $825 million. 
These figures are based on a presumed 
growth of 130,000 people and 162,500 
autos countywide during the 15-year 
period, as well as a 39 percent increase 
in vehicle trips and 54 percent increase 
in vehicle miles traveled. 

Rapid growth in El Paso County 
will continue unabated, according to 
presentation projections. Most of the 
population growth results from fami-
lies already living here. The growth 
caused by people migrating into the 
county is a small part now and will 
remain constant over the next decade, 
becoming an insignificant percentage 
by 2015. 

The five other funding options that 
were dismissed were to: reduce other 
programs and shift funds to transpor-

tation; increase state gas taxes; increase property 
taxes; establish a city sales tax and a county road 
and bridge mill levy; and do nothing.

The briefing summary predicted catastrophe if 
voters do not approve the RTA and the three related 
regional tax increases in November. The conclu-
sion was that citizens will have no one to blame but 
themselves for the gridlock that is inevitable if the 
ballot issue fails. 

**********
For additional information on regional transporta-
tion issues, visit: 
   www.ppacg.org
   www.adm.elpasoco.com,
   www.adm.elpasoco.com/transprt/baptist_rd.asp
   www.springsgov.com
   www.interstate25.com
   www.woodmenroad.com
   www.thepowerslink.com.

Community Summit on Transportation Jan. 14
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines

Our Community News welcomes let-
ters to the editor on topics of general 
interest. The OCN editorial board has 
established a policy that we do not 
knowingly print letters that have ap-
peared in substantially the same form 
elsewhere.

Please include full name, home 
address, and day and evening phone 
numbers. A limit of 300 words is rec-
ommended. Letters may be edited for 
length, grammar, and accuracy. Send 
your letter to editor@ourcommunity
news.org or mail to Our Community 
News, P.O. Box 1742, Monument, 
Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiv-
ing e-mail, if you send your letter 
by e-mail, we will send an e-mail ac-
knowldegement. If you do not receive 
an acknowledgement, please call 481-
4164 to confirm that we have received 
your letter.

Thanks from Sertoma

We would like to thank all of the 
residents of the Tri-Lakes area who 
made this Salvation Army Christmas 
holiday bell ringing a huge success. 
It is good to see that this area has not 
forgotten how to care about people 
less fortunate than themselves.

You, the men, women and chil-
dren of the Tri Lakes area, opened 
your hearts and pocketbooks to an 
amazing amount of over $30,600. 
This was over $4,400 more than last 
year.

We would also like to thank the 
managers of Safeway (Russ Novotny 
and Jeremy Lauser) and King Soop-
ers (Ken Howell and Butch Quigley). 
They made all this possible by allow-
ing the Monument Hill Sertoma to 
ring bells at their locations.

Also thanks to the members of 
the Monument Hill Sertoma, Lewis 
Palmer High School Serteens, and 
five local area volunteers. They con-
tributed 486 hours of bell ringing. 

We would also like to thank Sam 
De Felice and Mike Wicklund, who 
each day picked up the contributions, 
counted the money, and deposited it 
in the bank. Your help was deeply ap-
preciated. Again thank you all!!
Eddie L. Kinney, Chairman
Stan Schneider, Vice Chairman
Monument Hill Sertoma
2003 Salvation Army Christmas 
Kettle Drive

Response to Leon Tenney’s letter 
(“Lies”, OCN Jan. 3)

What makes Mr. Leon Tenney so 

afraid of preschool and kindergarten 
children? Most people in a commu-
nity are pleased to have these pro-
grams available for their little people, 
regardless of religious affiliation.

Mr. Tenney’s letter seemed pri-
marily to exude hatred of all things 
“Roman Catholic”—a term with 
which he peppered his short let-
ter. Will other religious groups be 
his next targets? Will small “Ro-
man Catholic” children be safe to 
walk the streets of Monument while 
Mr. Tenney is on this crusade?
Anna Paul

In response to the highly dishonest 
letter written by our former mayor, 
Leon Tenney (“Lies,” OCN, Jan. 3, 
2004), I would like to clarify the sub-
ject of his letter. In regard to the St. 
Peter Catholic Education Center, Mr. 
Tenney knows that the facility was al-
ways designed as a school, for he per-
sonally congratulated me, the archi-
tect, for its successful design. He also 
congratulated the church for phasing 
its use from Pre-Kindergarten/
Kindergarten schooling to its future 
use as a parochial school. With sev-
eral years having passed, now is the 
future for the facility.

For the record, the St. Peter 
Education Center is a community 

resource that is performing just as 
it was intended. It provides valu-
able meeting and educational space 
for the church and the community. 
It was designed per the Uniform 
Building Code for a public school 
and was always intended to accom-
modate just such a use, when the 
time and conditions were right. I 
would welcome the public to re-
view the lengthy public record on 
this facility’s planning process and 
design. 

Before condemning the Roman 
Catholic Church throughout Amer-

ica, I strongly suggest our recalled 
former mayor, Mr. Tenney, look in 
the mirror. There appears to be only 
one party that is lying about this is-
sue, and that is Mr. Tenney.
Brian Bucher

Fire district folly

In the fall of 2001, the fire districts 
agreed to participate in a joint study 
to determine if merging the depart-
ments would be feasible. A company 
specializing in advice to fire depart-
ments, Emergency Services Consult-
ing Group, was selected to conduct 
the study. Their conclusions were 
reported in May 2002. They said it is 
feasible. The plan was for the districts 
to convene an “intergovernmental 
council,” its mission being to ham-
mer out a plan for coming together in 
some organizational form that would 
accomplish the broad goals of coop-
erating, establishing a regional vision 
for the delivery of services, to engage 
in intergovernmental agreements 
and, ultimately, to move to a unified 
service.

The timetable called for this new 
unified service to go into effect in 
January 2004. So where are we in 
this process? Well, the idea was for 
any restructuring to have been voted 
on in the November 2003 elections. I 
didn’t see anything to vote on. Did 
you?

As well intentioned as the direc-
tors of the boards may have been, the 
main mission has not been achieved. 
They met many times. They accom-
plished some coming together, such 
as a common chart of accounts, com-
mon personnel policies, common pay 
plans and some other more or less 
easy-to-achieve sharing. But the guts 
of a broad-based, grand scheme for 

(Continued on page 29)

• Eye Exams
• Laser Vision Consultant
• Contact Lens & Frames

We Match Faces 
and Frames!

Your eyewear is one of the first things people 
notice about you.  Outdated, ill-fitting glasses 
can ruin your overall appearance.  You’ll
have a “PREMIER Experience” as our expert
PREMIER VISION staff uses your face shape
and skin tone to help select eyewear that
works with your lifestyle and your budget!

488-9595
In Monument

Behind Taco Bell & Burger King
www.premiervision.com

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D.

Authorized Oakley Dealer

Palmer Lake’s 
own Miranda
Teske, sec-
ond grader at 
Palmer Lake 
Elementary,
singer, artist, 
avid reader 
and aspiring 
pianist is 
frame-styled
to suit her ac-
tive lifestyle.

Your Professional With A Personal Touch!
Teresa Barnes, GRI, ABR

• Land
• New Homes
• Resales
• Buyers
• Sellers
• Rental Assistance

590-6142
339-0889
1-800-727-7820x6142
Teresa.Barnes@ppar.com

Celebrate your Love!!!

Treat yourself and your loved one to a 
simultaneous one-hour relaxing massage given 
in the same room by two experienced Massage 
Therapists.    Also included : Luxurious Bath 
Salts, Scented Votive Candle, and a Relaxation 
CD. Fee $ 130.00

Offered during the month of February by:

Monumental Massage
Sofia M. Pico, LMT

Monteverde Building
325 Second Street, Suite C.

Monument, CO 
(719) 488-2900

Monumentalmassage.com
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delivering service to the entire north 
end area have escaped them.

Why? One can only speculate, 
using evidence garnered from what 
appears as a result of their inaction. 
Something has happened to queer the 
deal. One district or the other—maybe 
all—didn’t want to give on something. 
One of them found fault with the other 
and wasn’t willing to compromise to 
get to a resolution. How many times 
have we seen good intentions go to hell 
when stubborn people hold sway? How 
easy it is to lose sight of a goal that will 
result in “the greater good”?

These board folks are well in-
tentioned. They have to be or they 
wouldn’t have volunteered for the job. 
But it’s like they become saturated with 
such a heavy dose of team spirit that 
they lose sight of the major objective 
and turn into provincial despots. They 
forget the big picture.

Take the ambulance service for 
example. There are enough resources 
right now to run an ambulance service 

for the whole area if those resources 
were managed appropriately. Assign 
the paramedics to three locations, along 
with the existing three ambulances, and 
we could enjoy a five-minute response 
time for our next heart attack! Can’t 
do that now. All the ambulances are at 
one station. The paramedics are spread 
out unequally. And now there is talk of 
starting a completely new ambulance 
service when sufficient resources are 
already available to do the job. Fan-
tastic!

These board people have got to get 
a grip. We need them to go back to the 
table. We need them to put aside the 
petty stuff and reason together for the 
greater good of these essential services. 
You don’t mess around with life-and-
death matters. You make good, sound 
decisions, having the welfare of the 
people being served always at the 
forefront of your thinking. Our hearts 
and our properties depend on quick 
response in an emergency. We ain’t 
getting it as well as we could be.
Glenn Scott

LETTERS (Continued from page 28)

Darlene Armstrong, Colorado Artist

The Perfect Valentine's Gift
Handcrafted Jewelry by 

Colorado Artists and Others

719-481-0250 125 Second St.
Historic Downtown Monument

Pickup & Drop-off available
3641 Star Ranch Rd. 576-4122 or 495-2553

Providing the Tri-Lakes Region with the best in

Custom-Built Computers * Repair 
Upgrades * Networking * Training

Elk
Creek
Computers

Monument—Sundance Studio
1450 Cipriani Loop, just E. of I-25
   9:15 am Tues*, Thurs*
Gleneagle — Family of Christ 
Lutheran Church 675 Baptist Rd.
   9:00 am Mon*, Wed*, Fri*
   6:00 pm Tues, Thurs
   8:30 am Saturday

(*Child care available)

Call 488-5776

Unlimited
Classes
$20 - EFT 

Registration
or $8/Week

(10 week min.) 
New Students Only

Not valid with other offers
Good through 2/29/04

All fitness levels welcome.

    Total Body Workout in Only 1 Hour 
Fitness Designed to 

Put a Smile on Your Face
No Long Term Contracts ~ Start Anytime!

Your First Class is FREE!

Progressive Nutritional Care for:

Margo Gasta, MS, RD, CCN
Registered Dietitian & Wellness Professional

719.331.5067

• Fibromyalgia
• Chronic fatigue
• Auto-immune

conditions
• Eating disorders
• Weight-related

issues
• Intestinal problems

• Mood disorders/
ADHD

• Sports nutrition
• Adrenal and 

Hormonal
conditions

• Support for 
chemo/radiation
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By Pat Yorke
Editor’s note: Donna Arndt is 
a multitalented sculptor who 
works in sand-blasted glass 
and bronze and lives in Palmer 
Lake with her husband, Steve, 
and young daughter, Julia. 
Donna has bachelors and 
masters degrees in speech/
language pathology from the 
University of Northern Colora-
do. Her work is currently avail-
able at the Tri-Lakes Center for 
the Arts gift shop. Pat Yorke 
recently met with Arndt to 
learn more about her artwork.

I met Donna Arndt in early 
January. She and her dog, 

Chica, greeted me as I walked 
into her home. From every win-
dow, I could see the majestic 
mountains framing Palmer 
Lake. Arndt and her family 
hike in the mountains, where 
she says she often gets ideas for 
her sculptures. She showed me 
the drapes and the stained-glass 
window piece she made. I was 
awestruck, as I hadn’t known 
she also did stained glass. The 
piece had Colorado pinecones 
and wildfl owers to match her 
décor. It was simply gorgeous. 
“I did this piece for the window 
above the bathroom sink be-
cause, although I love the light, 
it was too intense and I needed 
some diffused light,” Arndt ex-
plained.

Her studio is a large room 
with lots of natural light and a 
sliding glass door that leads to a 

walk-out patio. One side of the 
studio represented her glass art; 
the other, her sculpture molds 
and tools. A large table, which 
Arndt made and where she cre-
ates her art, stood in the center.

As I admired her sculpture 
pieces in various stages of com-
pletion, Arndt explained the 
complicated 11-step process of 
bronze casting, starting from an 
original drawing, then sculpt-
ing and wax chasing, to the fi nal 
stages of lost wax sculpture and 
patina. I took some pictures, 
and we headed back upstairs to 
the kitchen table to talk. 

Arndt has lived in Colorado 
since early childhood and grew 
up appreciating the beauty of 
the mountains and the wildlife. 
“I have always enjoyed creating 
art,” she said. She sees sculp-
ture as being created from the 
“inside out.” Her knowledge 
of the anatomy and structure 
of her subjects is evidenced by 
her work and make her pieces 
believable. Arndt explained, 
“Design principles are the 
difference between a good 
sculpture and a great sculpture. 
Understanding and being able 
to direct tension, space, and vi-
sual movement in that subject is 

Art is a journey: Donna Arndt

Lift your confidence...
An Escape Day Spa is offering
microdermabrasion performed by a
highly trained clinical care specialist.
Improve the appearance of  sun
damage, fine line wrinkles, age spots,
superficial blemishes, and acne scarring. 
No down time. Six treatments: $450*

($150 savings)!
OR...

Buy a facial and receive a free pedicure*

($40 value)!
*Offers good through February 14th.

Treat yourself or 
someone you love!

An Escape Day  Spa 
719-487-1950

West End Center, 755 Highway 105

Call (719) 481-4268

www.qlnow.com/13430

www.qlnow.com/13430

Studio of PianoStudio of Piano
by Pam

A distinctive 
  environment for learning

     484     484--01920192
Located

in Gleneagle

A place for the  student pursuing  excellence
Monthly private lessons with an internationally 

renowned concert pianist/professor are available for 
students as well as a class designed for teachers.

Beginners Welcome

Want to Learn How to 

Use your Digital Camera?  

C
U
C
U

reate Amazing Travel Photos?
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One Saturday every month
For details call:

481-9448

rs

New! Adult 
          Beginner
         Tap Class
Two Left Feet? That’s OK!

A Fun Way to Exercise

719 488-3255

Need income, independence, 
and fun? Sell Avon!
• Up to 50% earnings on sales
• No Inventory
To buy or sell Avon call

Tri-Lakes area independent sales and 
recruiting representative/beauty consultant

Cynthia Murphy at 574-2445
avonrepmurphy@juno.com

Deliveries in the Tri-Lakes Area!
Worldwide Service

719•481•2034
Monument Plaza 

481 Highway 105 • Suite 1

Offering traditional orthodontics and…

DAYLE HARTGERINK, DDS,MS,PC
Dr “H” - Board certified orthodontist

15435 Gleneagle Dr., Suite 200 / 596-3113
Complementary Initial Consultation
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Photos from The 2nd Annual 
Health and Wellness Fair, Jan. 

17.

Above left to 
right: Keyneth 

Pentland sharing 
information with 

Melissa Bell in front 
of her “Saladmaster 
Cookware” booth; 
Carolyn Chrisman, 

an independent 
distributor for 

“Brain Garden”; 
and Alex Magerko 
prepares to have 
his hearing tested 

by Sertomans John 
Anderson (L) and 

Joe Foreman. 

Photos by Bruce 
Hopkins

Business Opportunity
(own your own business)

Part Time or Full Time
Travel Industry

Health & Wellness
Personal and Business

Products and Services that people want and need!!

Complete Mentoring & Training Program, with a Marketing System that 
works!

This is a six-year-old company, financially solid, and just entering our momentum stage of growth. 
Don't miss out on this opportunity! You owe it to yourself to check this out. 

Are you interested in making an extra $1000.00 - $2,000.00 per month part time? Do you want to 
become Financially Free?

You must call and see how easy it is for you to get in control of your financial future. Let us show you 
how you can Make your Dreams come True!!!

Contact: (719) 487-0733    OR   E-Mail: lewwestintl@yahoo.com     BBB Member

Beekeeping Basics
Saturday, February 14, 2 pm

960 Independence Dr., Larkspur

This class covers all the information you will need to 
become a successful beekeeper. From the habits of bees 
to where to get them. How to set up your equipment and 
harvest your honey crop. How to deal with pests and dis-
eases. There will be handouts and equipment on hand to 
view. There is always time for your questions.

Support is available throughout the season to help you set 
up your hive, manage it, and harvest your honey crop!

Tuition is $50.00 and can be applied to any equipment, 
books, bees etc. you decide to order.

Contact Steve Lechner at 303.657.5360 to register 
or if you have any questions about beekeeping or why you 
should consider having a hive or two on your property. 
Class space is limited so early registration is encouraged.

what can give the piece its own life, presence, and 
emotion. I like to sculpt pieces that express life and 
tell a story.”

Arndt’s sculpture and glass pieces have won 
many awards, and she has shown her work in New 
York, Arizona, New Mexico, and throughout Colo-
rado, including the Colorado Springs airport. She 
may be reached through the Tri-Lakes Center for 

the Arts Gallery Gift Shop and by phone at 487-
9316. 

The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts Gallery 
Gift Shop will present a sample of Donna Arndt’s 
sculptures and glass works as part of the “Febru-
ary Fantasy” photographic show that opens Friday, 
Feb. 6, at 7 p.m., and runs through the month. 
For more information about the arts center, visit 
www.trilakesarts.com, or call 481-0475.

Commercial Space 
160 sq. ft. with running water.
Perfect for massage therapy,

styling, photo studio, or office. 
Access through Front Range 
Barber/Styling. $550/month

includes utilities. One year lease.
Call Karen at 487-0621

By Rich Lybolt
Dorothy Myers has received 
the Service to Mankind Award 
from Monument Hill Sertoma. 
This follows on the heels of be-
ing named volunteer of the year 

for Congressional District 5 by 
the Colorado Association of 
Partners in Education, in recog-
nition of her 16 years of service.

An avid reader, Dorothy 
saw a void in the local com-
munity when it came to read-
ing, and has strived to instill 
in the youth of the community 
love for the written word. Since 
1987, Myers has volunteered at 
the Lewis-Palmer Elementary 
School library, where she has 
performed a variety of tasks. 
In addition, she has been fa-
cilitator for the “Junior Great 
Books” program at the school 
for 12 years. She also organizes 
the “Battle of the Books,” in 
which students read 50 selected 
books and then compete in 

teams to answer questions about 
the books. She has coached the 
Lewis-Palmer Elementary team 
and has served as judge within 
the Pikes Peak region. She also 
serves as a volunteer tutor and 
“book buddy,” working with 
children to improve their read-
ing skills. 

For the past 15 years, My-
ers has also participated in the 
Golden Nutrition (Senior Meals) 
Program, serving more than 
12,200 meals at the Monument 
Town Hall. She is currently site 
manager. Dorothy Myers’ many 
volunteer efforts and service to 
others help make the Tri-Lakes 
area a better place to live for all 
in our community.

Myers receives award
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House for Rent
3 bedrooms, 2 baths, deck, 

beautiful treed lot. Attached one-
bedroom mother-in-law apartment 
can be rented separately. 761 Hill-
top Rd., Palmer Lake. 481-2166

Coupon Expires 2/29/04

ARNDT (Continued from page 30)
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By Dexter Peak
Sharon Williams has been 
chosen by the Monument Hill 
Sertoma club as its Sertoman 
of the year for 2003. Williams, a 
Certifi ed Massage Therapist and 
life member of Sertoma, joined 
Tri-Lakes Sertoma in 1993, serv-
ing two terms as club secretary 
and two terms as club president. 
After Tri-Lakes disbanded in 
1999, she sought membership in 
Monument Hill Sertoma, becom-
ing the club’s fi rst woman to be 
installed. 

Over the years, her contri-
butions have been many and 
varied. She introduced and 

oversaw what has become one 
of the club’s major fund-raisers, 
the Empty Bowl dinners, which 
has generated nearly $50,000 
for Tri-Lakes Cares, one of the 
club’s sponsorships. She also 
founded another fund-raiser, the 
Fourth of July Flag Sales, which 
raises more than $800 annually 
for charity.

Her contributions extend 
into the community as well. She 
coordinated the Salvation Army 
Holiday Kettle Bell Ringing 
from 1995 to 1999 and has rung 
bells for the effort; she raised 
$300 to help the Lewis Palmer 
High School Serteens with their 
Christmas gift-wrapping project; 
she helps prepare food baskets 
for the Tri-Lakes food drive; 
she provided massage therapy to 
workers at the Hayman fi re; she 
has helped secure prescription 
drugs for those unable to afford 
the medication; she coordinated 
the Teddy Bear project for the 
Monument Hill Police Depart-
ment; she planted and main-
tained the vegetation around the 
historic Chapala Building; she 

was Trail Maintenance Coor-
dinator for Barr Trail on Pikes 
Peak. And the list goes on. Other 
volunteer work has extended to 
the numerous boards she has 
served on in the community.

Williams has received a 
number of well-deserved plau-
dits from Sertoma and the com-
munity. Among them: in 2002, 
the American Massage Therapy 
Association Meritorious Award 
for contributions to community 
and profession; also in 2002, a 
nomination from the American 
Red Cross and Better Business 
Bureau for the Community He-
roes Award for Courage for her 
work in New York City during 
and after 9/11. 

Williams’ leadership and 
professional skills are recog-
nized locally and across the 
nation. In the words of another 
Sertoman, “The American Red 
Cross, American Massage Ther-
apy Association, and the Mayor 
of Colorado Springs see fi t to 
recognize Sharon for her com-
munity service; why not Monu-
ment Hill Sertoma?” 

Williams named Sertoman of Year

On Jan. 17, the Monument 
Hill Sertoma Club pre-
sented a check for $30,675 

to Major Joseph Hoogstad 
of the Salvation Army. 
Christmas bell-ringing 

for the Salvation Army 
collected this record amount 
in 2003—a 16.8 percent 

increase over the 
$26,261.63 collected in 
2002. In total, 74 mem-
bers of the Sertoma 
Club participated in the 
effort, along with fi ve 
members of the commu-
nity, and 52 members of 
the Lewis-Palmer High 
School Serteen Club. 

Photo (L to R): Monu-
ment Hill Sertoma 
President Rich Rima 
presents check to Salva-
tion Army Major Joseph 
Hoogstad.

Salvation Army receives record 
donation from Sertoma 

Mrs. Selvig has a Bachelors 
Degree in Music Composition, 
and an Associates Degree In 

Church Music

Adults—Have you always wanted to take piano 
lessons?  Did you take as a child and then quit? I 
specialize in teaching piano by ear, and promise 

you’ll play a song in both hands at your first lesson.
Don’t believe me?  Come give it a try! We don’t
focus on music reading.  Conquer your fear and 

let’s have fun learning together! 
Final project includes CD recording of your playing.

Teacher:
Mrs. Wendy Selvig

Lesson Location: 
Palmer Lake

719.488.9436
or

719.339.0730

LEARN TO PLAY
PIANO BY EAR

Course is 10 weeks long.
Charge is $15 per 

lesson.
10% discount applies if 

paid in full at first 
lesson.

Coat Care

Walking

Special Care

Medication
& Treatment

Home Care Available

719-488-6593 or 719-338-9719

By Dexter Peak

10 Tans for $20
With this coupon: 

5 additional tans free!

481-9090
Advanced Hair Tech • 66 2nd St. 
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New art exhibit opens
The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts presents “February Fantasy: A Photographic Exhibition,” Feb. 6-27. This 
photography show will be juried by Lee Manning, a nationally and internationally exhibited artist and chair-
man of the 2003 2nd Annual Rocky Mountain Regional Photo Exhibit. For more information, call 481-0475 
or visit www.trilakesarts.com. The center is located at 304 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake. Center hours are 
Tuesday-Sunday, noon-4 p.m.

County’s Major Transportation Corridors Plan public workshop
The public is invited to attend the second workshop on El Paso County’s Major Transportation Corridors Plan 
Feb. 9, 6 to 8:30 p.m. in the Lewis-Palmer Middle School cafetorium, 1776 Woodmoor Drive. The event will 
begin with a 30-minute open house, giving people the opportunity to study project information and to speak 
with county staff and consultants. Next will be a presentation about projected growth and what it means for 
future transportation conditions in the county. Last, participants will be asked to comment on transportation 
alternatives proposed for study as part of the plan. 

The latest project information, including population projections, travel conditions, and existing and com-
mitted projects, is posted on the Web site at www.elpasoMTCP.com. For more information about this project 
or the upcoming workshops, call the project information line at 659-3941. 

Volunteer opportunities available
In February and March, Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition (CCWC) is forming small teams for indoor 
natural resource data collection related to potential wilderness areas. Training, task checklists, and forms for 
data recording will be provided. For details, check the CCWC Web site at www.ccwcwilderness.org, come to 
the Feb. 12 CCWC meeting, or contact John Stansfield, 303-660-5849 or jorcstan@bewellnet.com.

Palmer Lake Historical Society hosts John Fielder
Renowned photographer John Fielder will present highlights from his new book, John Fielder’s Best of Colo-
rado, at the Palmer Lake Historical Society (PLHS) meeting on Feb. 19. Fielder’s new book will be available 
for sale and he will sign it and any of his books that you bring along. A portion of the book sale proceeds will 
be donated to PLHS. All are invited to this free event at the Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent, at 7 
p.m. For more information, call Sam DeFelice, 481-8623.

Gleneagle Women’s Club Annual Charity Dinner & Auction
The Gleneagle Women’s Club annual charity dinner/auction will be held Feb. 20 at the Air Force Academy 
Officers Club from 6 to 11 p.m. The theme this year is “Colorado Cowboy Chic.” That means get out your 
western duds and get ready for a Colorado hoedown! All proceeds go to local charities. Get your reservations 
in to Sherry Edwards at 488-1044. For more information, call Mary Kay Jones at 488-0653.

Library Channel airs local program
Adelphia cable channel 17, the Library Channel, will air Tri-Lakes Today, a 30-minute public affairs program 
featuring news and information about the Tri-Lakes area, on Feb. 20, 21, and 22 at 1, 3, 5, 7, and 11 p.m. Tri-
Lakes Today normally airs the third weekend of each month.

Casino Night and Silent Auction in Palmer Lake
A Casino Night and Silent Auction is planned for March 5, 7 p.m., at the Pinecrest Events Center, 106 Greeley 
Blvd., in Palmer Lake. Proceeds from the event will go to the Palmer Lake Fire Truck Fund. Silent auction 
prizes include a week’s stay in Cancún, a $600 spa package, and gourmet hors d’oeuvre trays. Admission is 
$5. For information, call the Palmer Lake Town Office at 481-2953.

Monument Library Saturday Book Sale
Stock up on lots of good reads at the Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library book sale on March 6. The sale will be 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Monument Branch, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Fill a bag with books for only $3. 
Also, in celebration of the 100th birthday of Dr. Seuss, stories will be read to children for 100 minutes, begin-
ning at 1:30 p.m. For information, call 488-2370.

Chamber music concert at TLCA
The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts presents an evening of chamber music, from the baroque to the 20th century, 
on March 6. Hausmusik Quartet, a string quartet comprised of members of the Colorado Springs Philhar-
monic, has been performing chamber music for 11 years. Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert begins at 7:30. 
Admission is $12 for TLCA members and $15 for non-members. The center is located at 304 Highway 105 in 
Palmer Lake. Visit www.trilakesarts.com or call 481-0475 for more information.

Chamber Dinner Open to All
The Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring its annual dinner and silent auction on March 13, at the 
USAFA Officers Club. Guest emcee Captain Dan from “K-Lite” (KKLI, 106.3 FM) will add a bit of splash 
to the Caribbean-themed party, and a special disc jockey will play dance tunes from 7:30 to 11 p.m. Dinner 
and a silent auction will round out the event. Dress is, of course, Caribbean (or business casual). Everyone is 
invited—chamber members and non-members. Call the chamber, 481-3282, for more information. 

AARP driver’s safety course for seniors
Brush up on the rules of the road and earn discounts on your insurance by taking AARP’s 55 Alive Driver 
Safety Program. Students must attend both classes, on March 15 and 16, noon to 4 p.m. Advance registration 
and a $10 fee are required. Classes fill up, so register early. Classes will be held at Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. For information, call 488-2370.

Special Events and Notices

Massage therapy
by Tina

Give that someone 
special something 

special…
even if that someone special is 

you!

• 4 one-hour massages, $150
1 massage per week for a month

• 2 one-hour massages, $80
2 massages in a month

• 1 one-hour massages, $45

Gift certificates available!
Tina M. Richter, LMT 291-4261

NEW LOCATION: Monte Verde Building
325 Second Street, Suite K, Monument

Chris Carnes
Licensed Skin Care Therapist

Skin Care For A Visible Difference
Featuring Dermalogica & Jan Marini

Essence @ Tan Lines
In the Jackson Creek Shopping Center

1036 W. Baptist Rd.

487-9895 (Msg/FAX: 487-8401)

Specials!
Plan Ahead and Save! You MUST ask for 

Specials when appointment is made.

Facial Madness Mondays
February 9 and March 8
20% OFF All One-Hour

Facials, Micro, MK, and Peels
Thrifty Thursdays
February 19 and March 18

20% OFF All Waxing
First Time or Maintenance

Meets the 2nd Wed. 
each month. Shoup 
and Black Forest Rd. 
at the Black Forest 
Community Church

For further information, call: 495-2443

Make reservations now for our 
New Orleans trip Apr. 17-25!
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With First Month’s Enrollment, �����������������
Academy of Martial Arts

1764 Lake Woodmoor Dr. (Woodmoor Ctr), Monument
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Housecleaning
Monument-Black Forest
20 years of experience
Honest, dependable
I provide all supplies.

References available 495-6772

Tutoring
M.Ed. as a reading specialist

20+ years experience with upper 
elementary and secondary

Call Mary at 484-0347

  Theresa Kochevar
  Notary Public/Signing Agent/Fingerprinter

Mobile Priority Services, LLC
  Specializing in Children ID Programs

and Notary Services

  Phone: 719-481-0084
  Fax: 719-481-0035
  E-mail: mpservicesllc@aol.com
  mtkochevar@NotaryPublic.com

 

BRICK SIDE WALKS, PATIOS, AND DRIVEWAYS

RETAINING WALLS

NOTHING SAYS ELEGANCE AND ADS VALUE TO 
YOUR HOME LIKE BRICK AND STONE.

Compare the Value of Brick or Stone Against Concrete

INSTALLATION BY AN EXPERIENCED PROFESSIONAL

Serving the Tri-Lakes Area

For Estimates Call: 
488-6995
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Our Community Calendar
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, you 
are strongly urged to double-check the time and place 
of any event you wish to attend by calling the info num-
ber for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• El Paso County’s Major Transportation Corridors 

Plan public workshop, Mon., Feb. 9, 6–8:30 p.m., 
Lewis-Palmer Middle School Cafetorium, 1776 
Woodmoor Drive. View project information and speak 
with County staff and consultants. Hear a presentation 
about projected growth and what it means for future 
transportation conditions in the County. Comment on 
proposed transportation alternatives. For the latest 
project information visit www.elpasoMTCP.com. 
Info: 659-3941.

• Monument Parks and Landscape Committee, Tue., 
Feb. 10, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Normally meets the 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 884-
8017. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District, Tue., Feb. 
10, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Normally meets the 
2nd Tue., of each month. Info: 488-2525.

• Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Arapahoe Well Building. 
Normally meets the 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
2110. 

• Monument Planning Commission, Wed., Feb. 11, 6:
30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally 
meets the 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Feb. 11, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Normally meets the 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Feb. 12, 
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets the 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-
2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.  

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Feb. 
16, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Normally meets the 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 
884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission, Tue., Feb. 

17, 9 a.m., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd Floor Hearing Room. 
Normally meets the 3rd Tue. and optionally the 4th Tue. 
each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board, 
Wed., Feb. 18, 7 p.m., Station #2, 15000 Sun Hills 
Drive. Normally meets the 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
488-8680 or 599-4068. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Feb. 18, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets the 3rd Wed. each month. 
Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 19, 7 p.m., Lewis-Palmer Administration 
Building, 2nd and Jefferson. Normally meets the 3rd 
Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700. 

• Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Thu., Feb. 19, 7 p.m., conference room at Tri-Lakes 
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near 
the bowling alley. Normally meets the 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-2312. 

• Woodmoor-Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Mon., Feb. 23, 8 a.m., 1855 
Woodmoor Dr. Normally meets the 4th Mon. each 
month. Info: 488-3303. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission, Tue., Feb. 
24, 9 a.m., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd Floor Hearing Room. 
This hearing will be held only if there are more items 
than can be completed Feb.17. Info: 520-6300. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Feb. 25, 4:30 p.m., district office, 174 
North Washington St. Normally meets the 4th Wed. 
each month. Info: 488-6868. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., 
Mar. 1, 5:30 p.m., special workshop; 6:30 p.m., 
regular meeting, Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Normally meets the 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 
884-8017. 

• El Paso County Water Authority, Wed., Mar. 3, 
9 a.m., 27 E. Vermijo, 3rd Floor Hearing Room. 
Normally meets the 1st Wed. each month. Info: 520-
6300. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Mar. 3, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Normally meets the 1st Wed. each 
month. Info: 488-2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Mar. 
4, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets the 1st Thu. each month. Info: 481-
2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Monday 10 

a.m.–6 p.m., Wednesday 10 a.m.–8 p.m., Friday 10 
a.m.–6 p.m., and Saturday 10 a.m.–2 p.m., 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.–
Thur., 10 a.m.–9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.–6 p.m., 
Sun., 1–5 p.m., 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.

• Monument Library Storytimes, every Tue., 10:15 
& 11:00 a.m. For preschoolers ages 3-7. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Stories and more for toddlers and children. 
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
15 a.m. and 10:45 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids 
up to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Snuggle-Up Storytimes, 
every Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies 
welcome. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Teen Read ‘n’ Feed, Tue., 
Feb. 10, 3:30–5 p.m. Bring your friends and a book 
about an important person that you can recommend 
to others. Munchies provided. Meets every 2nd Tue. 
of the month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Moving Stories presented 
by Christopher Maier, Sat., Feb. 14, 1:30 p.m. In 
this captivating event for the whole family, Maier 
uses music to tell Hispanic tales of ordinary people 
going through extraordinary times. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Teens: Power of the Pen 
Writer’s Workshop, Tue., Feb. 17, 3:30–5 p.m. 

Meets every 3rd Tue. of the month. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

Monument Library: Observe Leap Day at the 
Library , Sun., Feb. 29, 1:30 p.m. Learn the science 
and history behind Leap Day. Bring a small box 
or oatmeal container and learn how to make your 
own time capsule to be opened four years later. 
For school-aged children and families. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370.

Adult Programs
• Monument Library Discussion Groups for 

Adults: Socrates Cafe, every Tue., 1-3 p.m. Discuss 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Discussion Groups for Adults: 
Conversational Coffee, every Wed., 10–noon. 
Discuss a variety of topics and current events over 
coffee. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Wednesday Evenings @ 
Your Library, every Wed., 6–8 p.m. The staff of the 
Palmer Lake Branch Library invites you to come to 
your library on Wed. nights for refreshments! This is a 
great time to find out about library services, chat with 
your fellow book lovers, and have some “adult time!” 
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library Classes for Seniors: Mining 
& Rails, Wed., Feb. 11, 11:30 a.m. –12:30 p.m. 
Sometimes it seems that our area is growing too 
quickly, but explosive growth has been seen before! 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Parenting Check-up, Sun., 
Feb. 22, 1:30–3:30 p.m. Parents of teens and pre-
teens are invited to hear what the experts are saying, 
learn about community resources, and find out about 
family-focused coaching. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Classes for Seniors: Computer 
Basics, Mon., Feb 23, Mar. 1, or Mar. 15, 9 a.m.–11 
a.m. Start from scratch; learn the basics of using 
computers. Advance registration required. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370. 

• Monument Library History Buffs, Wed., Mar. 3, 
1–3 p.m. Read a historical book, share what you learn. 
Normally meets the 1st Wed. each month. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Mar. 5, 9 a.m. 
Normally meets the 1st Fri. of each month. Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587.

• Monument Library: Saturday Book Sale, Sat., Mar. 
6, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. Stock up on lots of good reads for 
only $3 per bag! Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Dr. Seuss’ 100th Birthday 
Celebration: Sat., Mar. 6, 1:30 p.m. Kids can enjoy 
stories read for 100 minutes. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

•  Monument Library Classes for Seniors: AARP 
Driver’s Safety, Mon., Mar. 15 and Tue., Mar. 16, 
noon–4 p.m. Brush up on the rules of the road and 
earn discounts on your insurance. Must attend both 
days. Advance registration and $10 fee required. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library’s February Art Display: 
“Floral Fever” by Nancy Lindenmier. Display case: 
“Depression Glass.”Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections /calendar.

L P H S  E V E N T S
Info: Ken Emry, Lewis-Palmer High School Athletic/
Activities Director, 488-4732

Sat., Feb. 7, Youth Basketball Clinic, Noon
Sat., Feb. 7, Youth Cheer Clinic, 10 a.m.
Mon., Feb. 9, Youth Cheer Clinic, 4 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 11, Parent/Teacher Conferences, 6 pm
Mon., Feb.16, No School-Presidents Day
Tue., Feb.17, 1st practices-spring sports
Thu., Mar. 4, Girls Tennis vs 

11 am - 6 pm

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258
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FountainValley, 4 pm
• Concerts
 Thu., Feb. 12, Band w/Middle 

School, 7 p.m.
 Thu., Feb. 26, Choir, 7 p.m.
 Tue., Mar. 9, Jazz Band, 7 p.m.
 Thu., Mar. 11, Concert Band, 7 p.m.
• Varsity Basketball (Boys) at LPHS
 Tue., Feb. 10, vs. Fountain, 7 p.m.
 Tue., Feb. 17, vs. Liberty, 7 p.m.
 Feb. 24, 26, 28, Boys & Girls 

Basketball Districts, TBA
 Mar. 2,4,5,11,13, Boys Basketball vs 

State, TBA
• Varsity Basketball (Girls) at 

LPHS
 Sat., Feb. 7, vs. Harrison, 7 p.m.
 Fri., Feb.13, vs. Mesa Ridge, 7 p.m.
 Thu., Feb.19, vs. Falcon, 7 p.m.
 Feb. 24, 26, 28, Boys & Girls 

Basketball Districts, TBA
 Mar. 2,5,6,10,12, Girls Basketball vs. 

State, TBA

O T H E R  E V E N T S
• Palmer Lake’s Glen Park Tennis, 

every Saturday and Sunday in February. 
Just show up for free tennis lessons, 
demo racquets, and tennis instructors. 
Info: Palmer Lake Tennis Center, 487-
9184 or www.palmerlaketenni.com.

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters 
Club, every Monday, 5:30–6:30, 
Oracle Building off Voyager Parkway. 
Info: call Don, 481-8435, or visit 
www.d26toastmasters.org.

• NEPCO Meeting, Sat., Feb. 7, 9 
a.m., Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Forum and 
discussion on issues facing HOAs and 
homeowners. Normally meets the first 
Sat. every other month. Info: Steve 
Sery, 488-8533. 

• Sierra Club Meeting, Tue., Feb. 
10,  7 p.m., featuring “Hiking and 
Your Health” by Dr. Lee Blackwood, 
experienced outdoorsman and nutrition 
expert. All ages are welcom to this free 
event is at the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife office, 4255 Sinton Road 
(about 1 block south of Garden of the 
Gods Rd., just east of I-25); use the 
back entrance. Info: Janet Marletto, 
226-1474 or jcmarletto@msn.com.

• Women’s Business Owners and 
Managers Luncheon, Tue., Feb. 10, 
11:30 a.m., King’s Deer Golf Course. 
Cindy Monical from LifeMessages, 
Inc., will speak on “Using multi-media 
in your business to better serve your 
customers.”  RSVP and info: 481-
3282.

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP 
Potluck Luncheon, Wed., Feb. 11, 
11:30 a.m., Black Forest Community 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. 
Normally meets the 2nd Wed. of each 
month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-
6787 or Chuck Eaton at 495-2443. 

• Tri-Lakes Marketing Forum, Wed., 
Feb. 11, 8:30 a.m., Gleneagle Golf 
Club. Info: 481-3282. 

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes 
Chapter, Thu., Feb. 12, 7 p.m., Tri-
Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 
west of Monument near the bowling 
alley. Normally meets the 2nd Thu. 
each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Central Colorado Wilderness 
Coalition Meeting, Thu., Feb. 12, 
7-9 p.m., Beidleman Environmental 
Center, 740 W. Caramillo St., 
Colorado Springs. Take action to 
promote and protect wildlands in 
our region. The CCWC explores and 
researches wild candidate areas and 
develops wilderness legislation for 
possible congressional action. Info: 
John Stansfield, 303-660-5849 or e-
mail jorcstan@bewellnet.com.

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team 
Monthly Social & Dinner, Thu., 

Feb. 12, 6:30–9 p.m., Woodmoor 
Country Club. Connect with women in 
business. Normally meets the 2nd Thu. 
each month. Info: Tonya Whaley, 484-
0677; Rhonda Fullmer, 481-6352. 

• Western Museum of Mining and 
Industry Super Saturday: Model 
Engineering Excitement, Sat., 
Feb. 14, 1 p.m. The museum has 
fascinating models on display. There 
is even one you can walk into! See 
amazing engines, generators, trains, 
and more–WMMI’s models and ones 
built by local modeling engineers. 
Learn about building models with fun 
demonstrations, and then build your 
own simple model to take home. Cost: 
$3, members free. 1025 E. Northgate 
Rd. Take I-25 to the Gleneagle Exit 
(156A); the museum entrance is 
immediately east of the interstate, just 
opposite the north entrance to the U. S. 
Air Force Academy. Info: 488-0880 or 
visit www.wmmi.org.

• Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce 
Business After Hours, Tue., Feb. 17, 
5:30–7:30 p.m. Normally meets the 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-3282. 

• Larkspur Leads Group, Wed., Feb. 
18, 4 p.m., 8977 So. Spruce Mountain 
Rd. Come meet this group of self-
employed small business owners 
whose purpose is to generate business 
for each other. Only one representative 
from a business category allowed. 
Normally meets the 1st and 3rd Wed. 
each month. Info: 303-681-2726 or 
kriscutbirth@aol.com.

• Palmer Lake Historical Society: 
John Fielder’s Best of Colorado, 
Thu., Feb. 19, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. John 
Fielder will present highlights of his 
new book, Best of Colorado, and will 
sign books. All are welcome. Free. 
Info: Sam De Felice, 481-8623.

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Annual 
Charity Dinner & Auction, Fri., 
Feb. 20, 6 p.m.–11 p.m., Air Force 
Academy Officers Club. This years’ 
theme is “Colorado Cowboy Chic” so 
dress western and enjoy a Colorado 
hoe-down. All proceeds go to local 
charities. Reservations: Sherry 
Edwards, 488-1044; info: Mary Kay 
Jones, 488-0653. 

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club Luncheon, 
Fri., Feb. 20, 11 a.m., Pinecrest Events 
Center, 106 Greeley Blvd. in Palmer 
Lake. All interested women living in 
School District 38 are invited to join. 
The club has various interest groups 
throughout the year and sponsors the 
annual Pine Forest Antiques Show 
and Sale. Reservations are required; 
call Jackie Timura, 481-6923; or at 
www.tlwc.net under reservations. Info: 
visit www.tlwc.net or call Theresa Lee, 
487-3017, or Junette Pearson, 481-
0771. 

• MOMS Club of Monument New 
Member Social, Fri., Feb. 20. Come 
meet other stay-at-home moms and 
kids! Normally meets the Friday before 
the last Wednesday of the month. Info: 
Denise Bowe, 488-0552.

• Palmer Lake Citizens for 
Community Awareness, Thu., Feb. 
26, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 
28 Valley Crescent. All are welcome to 
join this community group. Info: Jaqui 
Parker, 487-7434. 

• Western Museum of Mining and 
Industry: The 1870 Princeton 
Expedition, Sat., Feb. 28, 1:30 
p.m. Over 125 years ago, a group 
of remarkable college students 
mounted an expedition to Colorado. 
Steve Veatch will present the diaries, 
journals, and photographs from this 
remarkable journey that explored the 
territory, collected natural history 

specimens and noted some mining 
operations. Reservations required. 
Cost: $7 Adults, $5 Students & 
Seniors, $3 Children 3-12, members 
free. 1025 E. Northgate Rd. Take 
I-25 to the Gleneagle Exit (156A); 
the museum entrance is immediately 
east of the interstate, just opposite the 
north entrance to the U. S. Air Force 
Academy. Info and reservations: 488-
0880 or visit www.wmmi.org. 

• Larkspur Leads Group, Wed., Mar. 
3, 4 p.m., 8977 So. Spruce Mountain 
Rd. Come meet this group of self-
employed small business owners 
whose purpose is to generate business 
for each other. Only one representative 
from a business category allowed. 
Normally meets the 1st and 3rd Wed. 
each month. Info: 303-681-2726 or 
kriscutbirth@aol.com.

• Monument Homemakers Club 
monthly potluck lunch, Thu., Mar. 
4, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town Hall. 
Normally meets the 1st Thu. each 
month. Info: Kay Reuteler, President 
at 488-3263. 

• Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., 
Mar. 4, 7 p.m., Church of Woodmoor, 
Furrow Rd. Normally meets the 1st 
Thu. each month. Info: 488-0074. 

• Fire Truck Fund Casino Night and 
Silent Auction, Fri., Mar. 5, 7 p.m., 
Pinecrest Events Center, 106 Greeley 

Blvd. in Palmer Lake. Cost: $5. Info: 
481-2953.

• Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts 
presents Hausmusik Quartet, Sat., 
Mar. 6, 7:30 p.m., 304 Highway 105 
in Palmer Lake. Enjoy an evening 
of chamber music, from the baroque 
to the 20th century. Cost: $12 for 
TLCA members and $15 for non-
members. Info: 481-0475 , or visit 
www.trilakesarts.com. 

• Central Colorado Wilderness 
Coalition Meeting, Thu., Mar. 11, 
7-9 p.m., Beidleman Environmental 
Center, 740 W. Caramillo St., 
Colorado Springs. Take action to 
promote and protect wildlands in 
our region. The CCWC explores and 
researches wild candidate areas and 
develops wilderness legislation for 
possible congressional action. Info: 
John Stansfield, 303-660-5849 or 
jorcstan@bewellnet.com.

• Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce 
Dinner Dance & Silent Auction, Sat., 
Mar. 13, USAFA Officers Club. Info: 
481-3282.

To have your Tri-Lakes area event listed 
in Our Community Calendar, please con-
tact Judy Barnes at (719) 481-4164, FAX 
(719) 488-3455, P.O. Box 1742, Monu-
ment, Colorado 80132-1742, or our_
community_calendar@hotmail.com.

INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO

USAN�S PLACE
AT TWIN PINESS

for an appointment call

719.488.9866

...arrange your existing 
furnishings

...select new furniture, 
window & wall treatments,
flooring & accessories

...with new home construction 
& remodeling design

...with any size project�
residential or commercial

...with any size budget 

Susan L. Miner, asid

Custom doesn�t always cost more...
...but it always looks that way!

Susan can help you...

���������������������������������������

INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO

USAN�S PLACE
AT TWIN PINESS

for an appointment call

719.488.9866

...arrange your existing 
furnishings

...select new furniture, 
window & wall treatments,
flooring & accessories

...with new home construction 
& remodeling design

...with any size project�
residential or commercial

...with any size budget 

Susan L. Miner, asid

Custom doesn�t always cost more...
...but it always looks that way!

Susan can help you...

���������������������������������������

INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO

USAN�S PLACE
AT TWIN PINESS

for an appointment call

719.488.9866

...arrange your existing 
furnishings

...select new furniture, 
window & wall treatments,
flooring & accessories

...with new home construction 
& remodeling design

...with any size project�
residential or commercial

...with any size budget 

Susan L. Miner, asid

Custom doesn�t always cost more...
...but it always looks that way!

Susan can help you...

���������������������������������������

INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO

USAN�S PLACE
AT TWIN PINESS

for an appointment call

719.488.9866

...arrange your existing 
furnishings

...select new furniture, 
window & wall treatments,
flooring & accessories

...with new home construction 
& remodeling design

...with any size project�
residential or commercial

...with any size budget 

Susan L. Miner, asid

Custom doesn�t always cost more...
...but it always looks that way!

Susan can help you...

���������������������������������������

Photo by Sky Hall



Page 36 Vol. 4 No. 2

�������� ������ ����
������������ �������
���������� � ���������
���� ��������� ����� ��� �
������ ��� ������� ���
��������� ������ ����
���� ������������ ������
�������� ����������
�������� ����������������
��� ��������������������

�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
���� ������� �������� ���� �� ���� ��� ���� ���������� ����� �������� ��� ���� �����
��������� ������ ��� ���������� ���� ����� ������ ����� �������� ������ ���� �������
��������������������������������������������������

�������������������������
������������������� �����������������������

�����������������

�� ������� ������ ����
��������� ������ ����
������� ����� ��������
������������� ����� ����
����� � ������ ����� ���� �� ����
������� �� ������� �� ���
��������� ������� ���� �
������ ���������� ���� ����
����������������������������
�������� ����� �������
�������������������������������������������������������������������������
������� ������ ����� �������� �������� �������� ����� ���� ���������� ����� ����
��������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������� ������� ����� ���� ���������������� ���������� ������������� ��
����������������������������������������������������������

�����������������������������������
������������ ��������������� ���� �����
���������������������������������������
�� ���� �������� ���� ������ ������� ��������
����� ������ �������� ���� ��������� ����
����������� ����� ������� ������ ��� �������
�����������������������������������������
������������ ����� ����� ����� �� �����
������ ���������������� ����������������
���������������������������������

��������������������������������������
������ ����� ��������� ������� � ����� ��������
�����������������������������������������������
���� �������� ������� �������� ��������� �������� �
������������ ������ ������ ����� ���� ������� �������
����� ������� ����� ���������� ������������� ��� ���
������������������������������������������������
����� �������� ������ ���� ������� ����� ���
�����������������������������������������

������� ���� ����� ��� ��� ������� ��������
������������� ����� ��� �������� ����� ��
����������������������������������������������
�������������������������
���������������������
��������������������
����������� �� �����
� � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � �
������� ������
���� � � � � �

��������� �����������������������������������������������
��������� ��������� ���� ������� �����
������������������������������������
����������������������������

��������� ������� �������� ��� ���� ������ ����
��������� ������� ��������� ���� ��������� �� ����
�����������������������������������������������������
���������� ��� ������ ������ ���� ����� ���� ��������
���������������������������������������������������������
���������������� �������� �� ������ ������� ������������
���������������������� ����� ��� ��������� ���������� �
����������������������������������������������������
������ �� �������� ������� ������� �� ��������� ��������
������������������������������������ ������������
���������������������������������������������

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

������������� ���� ����� ��� �
������ ����� ��� ������� ���� ����
��������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������
������������������ ��������������� �������
������� ��������� ��������� ���������
������ ������� ������� ����� ���������� ���
������ ����� ���� ����� �� ���� ��� ���� �����
�������������������������������������

��������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������� �����
��������������������������������������������������������������
��������� ��������������������� �����������������������������
��������������������������������� ���������������������������
��������������������������������������

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

Insured and #1 — (719) 488-1818
“Because when it comes to tree care, we care.”

• Road and lot clearing
• Thinning
• Brush and dead or live tree

removal
• Tree trimming
• Storm damage 24/7
• Tree bracing
• Slash (tree branches and 

brush) chipping

• Hedge trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Raking
• Hauling (wood, branches, 

chips, and pine needles)
• Tree spraying
• And small tree planting any-

where you want it after each 
dead or live tree is removed.

Residential and Commercial — Senior Discounts
Payment plans available — Now how can you beat that?

So if you are being FireWise and keeping your trees clean and 
alive, call us, Jon or Bill, your #1 arborist, for a FREE ESTIMATE!
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