
By John Heiser
On June 19, the Monument Board of 
Trustees (BOT) held a special meeting as 
a town forum at Creekside Middle School 
to discuss plans to finance improvements 
to the state-owned Baptist Road/I-25 in-
terchange. More than 100 people attended 
the meeting.

Monument Mayor Byron Glenn intro-
duced himself, the members of the Monu-
ment Board of Trustees, El Paso County 
Commissioner for District 1 Wayne Wil-
liams, Colorado Department of Transporta-
tion (CDOT) Commissioner for District 9 
Terry Schooler, and state Sen. Tom Weins. 

Glenn mentioned that at its May 6 re-

treat, the BOT established the following top 
budget priorities for the next 18 months:
1. Baptist Road and the I-25 interchange 

improvements 
2. Upgrade of the town’s water system 
3. Construction of a new Town Hall 

facility 
4. Third Street improvements including 

curb, gutter, and sidewalk from Beacon 
Lite to Front Street. 

He later added that there is also interest 
in an I-25 overpass for pedestrian traffic 
to provide interconnection of the trails in 
the area.

Since the town is processing three 
large annexations (Home Place Ranch, 
Promontory Pointe, and Sanctuary Pointe), 
the need for improvements to the Baptist 
Road/I-25 interchange is becoming even 
more critical.
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Glenn noted that the Pikes Peak Area 
Council of Governments (PPACG) sets 
priorities for transportation projects in the 
region. CDOT uses the PPACG priority list 
in determining which projects will receive 
state funding. At present, the Baptist inter-
change is not on the list of highest- prior-
ity projects—those that should be funded 

within the next five years. Glenn said he is 
working with the PPACG to raise the prior-
ity of the interchange. 

He said the purpose of the meeting 
was to find out whether residents within 
the boundaries of the Baptist Road Rural 
Transportation Authority (BRRTA) would 
vote for a sales tax increase to pay for 

improvements to the inter-
change. The revenue from 
the sales tax increase, which 
would be collected only by 
businesses within BRRTA, 
would go toward repaying 
bonds that would be issued 
to finance the interchange 
improvements. 

BRRTA includes all of 
Jackson Creek and other, 
much of it undeveloped, 
property east and west of 
I-25 along Baptist Road.

Glenn said the estimat-
ed cost of the interchange 
improvements is $15 mil-
lion. He added that dona-
tion of land for right-of-way 
has reduced the cost of the 
project by about $2 million. 
He noted that CDOT has 

completed the design and environmental 
assessment of the project. 

He added that an agreement might be 
reached with CDOT to refund the bond 
principal when CDOT has the money in 
five to 10 years. The plan is to use that 
money to fund other improvements within 
BRRTA.

Glenn explained that other avenues 
for securing funds for the interchange im-
provements have been exhausted. He said 
if this initiative moves forward and is ap-
proved by voters, construction could begin 
in 2007. If not, the project would probably 
not receive funding until at least 2012. He 
later added that the project would take 
about 18 months to complete.

Glenn stated that he and the trustees 
want to do what the residents want.

Cathy Green, Monument town man-
ager, presented a series of slides detailing 
some of the key problems with the Baptist 
Road /I-25 interchange, with photos show-
ing traffic congestion and deteriorating 
roads. 

Williams, who also currently chairs 

BRRTA and the Pikes Peak Rural Trans-
portation Authority (PPRTA), addressed 
the question, “Isn’t someone else going to 
do it?” He noted that despite the additional 
funds approved by ballot initiative C, there 
are no state funds currently available for 
this project. He noted that the PPRTA is 
providing funds for the $10.7 million, 18-
month project to improve Baptist Road but 
the interchange is a state responsibility. He 
added, “Monument is one of the few places 
that don’t have to pay the 1 percent PPRTA 
sales tax.” Attempts to persuade local 
businesses to charge a voluntary public 
improvement fee failed when Wal-Mart 
refused to participate.

Williams said that, as presently 
planned, the ballot issue would not be put 
to the voters until a signed agreement is in 
place between BRRTA and CDOT for the 
eventual repayment of the project costs 
by CDOT. He added that the ballot issue 
would include specific language defining 
the purpose, amount, and duration of the 
sales tax and the anticipated uses for the 

Below: CDOT Transportation Commissioner Terry Schooler, who represents El 
Paso, Park, and Fremont counties, highlights some of the difficulties in obtaining 
state funding for the Baptist Road/I-25 Interchange. Photo by John Heiser
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Solutions Therapy
Ms. Sandra S. Vergez, M.A., NCC

Professional Counselor
Licensed Professional Educator
Individual, Couples, Family Therapy

Serving the Tri Lakes Area
(719) 330-4256

SSV4therapy@aol.com

“Hope is a thing
with feathers that 

perches in the soul”
--Emily Dickinson

          First session free with this ad 

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 7/31/06
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funds when reimbursed by CDOT.
CDOT Transportation Commissioner Terry Schooler, 

who, as one of 11 members of the commission, represents 
El Paso, Park, and Fremont counties, discussed the state’s 
position and how similar projects such as the $8 million 
interchange at Platte and Powers in Colorado Springs 
have been successfully completed and repaid by the state. 
Schooler said, “There is tremendous growth throughout 
the state. Transportation funding is falling farther and 
farther behind.” He noted that most of the funding comes 
from the 22-cent per gallon gas tax. He concluded, “We 
have to wait our turn.” 

Michael Lund, assistant vice president for public fi-
nance from Piper Jaffray, financial advisors for the bond 
issue, discussed the prospects for financing based on sales 
tax revenues. In March 2006, a study was completed by 
King & Associates, Inc. of the likely sales tax revenue 
based on projected retail sales at existing and planned 
stores within BRRTA as proposed by current landowners. 
Lund used that study in making his projections. 

Lund determined that to have marketable bonds, there 
must be a reasonable expectation that the sales tax rev-
enue will be sufficient to retire the debt within 20 years. 
He assumed the cost of issuance would be 3.5 percent of 
the principal, the interest for the first 18 months would be 
paid from the bond proceeds while additional retail sites 
are being constructed, and that a reserve fund equal to one 
year’s debt service would be created. He later said the in-
terest rate on the doubly tax-exempt bonds was estimated 
at 7 percent.

With those assumptions, Lund determined that with 
a 1 percent sales tax, the $19.65 million in bonds needed 
to yield $15 million for construction of the interchange 
improvements could be paid off in about 9 years. With a 
0.6 percent sales tax, the same bonds could be paid off in 
about 14 years.

The majority of the meeting was spent as a question 
and answer session between the public and the elected offi-
cials. Suggestions included traffic light synchronization at 
the current interchange, possibly constructing a temporary 
4-5 foot widening of the off-ramp, and the modifications to 
the design of the interchange.

Commissioner Williams responded to the com-

ment on the design of the interchange saying that CDOT 
went through a lengthy process to come up with the 
present design, that it was environmentally approved, 
and even though it may not necessarily be the best de-
sign to move traffic, it is designed to meet the traffic 
requirements through 2025. (Descriptions and drawings 
of the final conceptual designs for the Baptist Road in-
terchange and the Northgate interchange are posted at 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v3n1.htm#interchanges)

In response to a suggestion that the town invoke a 
moratorium on approval of new projects in the area until 
the interchange is improved, Glenn said that would raise 
legal issues. He added that he moved to Jack-
son Creek in 1999 and that Baptist Road was 
bad then.

Glenn said that in hindsight the town 
should have imposed a public improvement 
fee at the Monument Marketplace before 
that project was approved. He added, “We’re 
learning.”

In answering skepticism that CDOT 
would repay the bond principal, Williams 
cited other projects where they have repaid 
the costs. He said it is a cost savings to CDOT 
to have the project completed earlier rather 

than later since construction costs are increasing. He 
added that if CDOT failed to fulfill its obligations under 
the agreement, “no one would ever make an agreement 
with them again.”

In response to concerns about what would happen if 
sales tax revenue failed to meet projections, Williams said 
that these bonds would be revenue bonds, not general ob-
ligation bonds, so the bondholders not BRRTA taxpayers 
assume that risk.

In an informal show of hands, it appeared a majority 
was in favor of the ballot measure as described during the 
meeting.
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By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Board of Trustees extended the six-month 
intergovernmental agreement (IGA) to provide certified 
water and sewer operators to the Triview Metropolitan 
District meeting through the end of 2006 and intends to 
renew the agreement for all of 2007. The fee for the rest 
of the year remains unchanged at $15,000 per month. The 
board also approved 10 plats, an IGA to buy excess sewer 
effluent from Donala Water and Sanitation District to refill 
Monument Lake, and Sertoma’s parade permit for July 4. 

Water study progress reported
The transit loss model measures and records the amount of 
non-native Fountain Creek watershed stream flows owned 
by several municipalities and water districts. The amount 
of this water added to native stream flows, by external 
sources such as wastewater treatment facility effluent, can 
be exchanged or reused. The model measures how much of 
the added water is lost. 

Monument water representative Betty Konarski told 
the board that the cost of participation in the development, 
administration, and operation of a transit loss model will 
soon go up and the trustees needed to include those costs 
in the 2007 budget. Until now, most costs for the new, 
more accurate model have been for developing and vali-
dating the way the model measures and accounts for losses 
into the ground and through evaporation of surface water 
flowing in the Arkansas River basin. The higher costs for 
the startup of daily measurements of flow gauges operated 
by the U.S. Geological Survey will increase the amount 
that participating members of the El Paso County Water 
Authority (EPCWA) must budget and pay for as the initial 
grant money for start-up is exhausted. 

Colorado Springs Utilities will ask other entities, in-
cluding the town of Monument, to start to pay their propor-

tionate share of operating costs. The city utility and USGS 
have paid half of all the development costs not covered by 
grants until now. Monument’s share of the $600,000 cost 
to date, through EPCWA, has only been $10,000. 

Gary Barber, director of the Water Authority and the 
Palmer Divide Water Group, gave a very detailed technical 
report on the transit loss model. Some of the major points 
of his presentation were:
1. What is transit loss? Transit loss is the evaporation or 

other loss of water as it moves down stream. For non-
native water sources, such as return flow (effluent) 
from Denver Basin wells, tracking the losses in transit 
to a downstream point is required if that water is to be 
exchanged or reused.

2. What is the transit loss model? The current transit loss 
model was developed by the USGS for Colorado Spring 
Utilities to track non-native water down Fountain Creek 
for exchange into Pueblo Reservoir. The original model 
begins at the Las Vegas Treatment Plant and assumes 
that all water upstream of the city is native water.

3. Why is the Water Authority facilitating an update to the 
model? The updating of the model reflects a confluence 
of several interests. Over time, the existing model 
has been modified for use by water agencies south of 
Colorado Springs to gain greater efficiency from non-
native water, such as Frying Pan-Arkansas project 
water. With the construction of its North Reclamation 
Plant at Garden of the Gods Road, Springs Utilities 
needed to update the model, extending it upstream to 
the discharge point of the new wastewater plant. 

 Following the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling in Kansas v. 
Colorado, the State Engineer’s Office has been forced to 
carefully document all water under augmentation plans 
(taken out of priority from a lake or stream but replaced 

by another source) in the Arkansas basin. Because the 
current model assumes all flow in Monument Creek 
is native, water agencies in northern El Paso County 
have no means to demonstrate “dominion and control” 
for Denver Basin return flows as required under water 
law for reuse. As a regional entity, the Water Authority 
stepped up to the task of facilitating an update of the 
model to serve the region’s disparate interests.

4. Why is an updated model important? Efficient use of 
our local supplies is the foundation for any strategy to 
obtain a replacement supply for non-renewable water 
sources, such as the Denver Basin aquifers. The transit 
loss model will provide a daily accounting tool for the 
state engineer to affirm that reuse, exchange or sale 
of return flow for augmentation properly accounts for 
transit loss as the water moves downstream.

5. Why are there ongoing costs to maintain the model? The 
model relies on USGS stream gauges to calibrate each 
stream reach. Annual costs are generated from cost 
sharing with USGS for the routine maintenance and 
calibration of the gauges.

6. What significance does all this have to the Town of 
Monument? In the past year, the town has partially 
restored the water level in Lake Monument by 
exchanging creek water for return flow purchased 
from neighboring water districts. The state engineer 
required installation of a measuring gauge below the 
dam to support these exchanges. This new gauge has 
been integrated into the transit loss model. The State 
Engineer’s Office agreed to these initiatives, in part, 
because the town was actively participating in the 
transit loss model update. 

When the model goes online in 2007, it will be the pri-
mary tool the State Engineer uses to administer water 

Monument Board of Trustees, June 5

Town agrees to continue operating Triview’s water system 
for 6 more months
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rights. Currently, the town uses augmentation plans and 
exchanges to support its water supply system. The model 
has been specifi cally crafted to enable future strategies to 
garner greater effi ciency from existing supplies. The mod-
el, and support for the administrative costs, is the key to 
unlocking the full potential of our scarce water resources, 
Barber said.

Barber also noted that Monument Public Works Di-
rector Rich Landreth will be a member of the policy work-
ing group of the Water Authority to ensure that the town 
gets full credit for the water it contributes to the stream, 
making it easier to provide water from alternate sources 
This will require a number of intergovernmental and cost 
sharing agreements. 

The model to date shows that losses are only about 7 
percent instead of the original model’s assumption of 10 
percent losses, a substantial difference with total fl ows 
ranging from 25,000 to 40,000 acre-feet per year. The 
direct benefi t for the town in the short run will be the abil-
ity to return more reuse water for storage in Monument 
Lake. 
Villani Industrial Park preliminary/final plat 

conditionally approved
This 8.2-acre industrial property at 730 Synthes Avenue is 
currently zoned Planned Industrial Development (PID) It 
lies between the railroad track to the east, Ashton Indus-
trial Park to the south, Synthes Avenue to the west, and the 
southeast corner of the Monument Rock offi ce park parcel 
to the north. 

Owner Villani Partnership, LLC requested that it be 
subdivided into seven lots ranging from 1.09 to 1.4 acres. 
An existing east-west 60-foot right-of-way in the middle 
of the parcel was originally planned for a street to connect 
Mitchell Avenue to Old Denver Highway. The applicant 
has requested that this right-of-way be vacated because 
there will never be a bridge constructed over the railroad 
tracks at this location and houses have been built in the 
right-of-way on the east side of the tracks. 

Director of Development Services Tom Kassawara 
noted that the town’s platted street right-of-way assumed 
that a bridge would be built over the railroad tracks. He 
said that the railroad would not authorize a new crossing 
anywhere between Second Street and Baptist Road He 
also said that town staff did not want open space in this 
parcel, preferring instead a cash assessment based on the 
appraised value of the parcel; this money can be used by 
the town for improving existing park facilities.

Kassawara had originally proposed a condition of 
approval to the Planning Commission and the Board of 
Trustees that the applicant must provide an analysis of wa-
ter availability vs. demand prior to the Board of Trustees 
meeting This condition also applied to the other plats that 
were to be discussed as subsequent agenda items, and had 
been approved by the Planning Commission on May 12. 
He reported that since the staff packages for the trustees 
had been prepared he had come up with an alternative – “a 
pressure test in the vicinity of all new developments to as-
sure that adequate water supply and pressure is available 
to a proposed site.” He added that the town will also con-
tinue to require the submittal of a “will serve” letter from 
each water purveyor. His original proposed condition was 
dropped from all the proposals throughout the meeting. 

There was a lengthy and surprisingly contentious 
discussion between trustees and staff before the board 
approved the Villani preliminary/fi nal plat with a new 
condition. The proposal had not been controversial before 
unanimous approval by the Planning Commission. 

Mayor Byron Glenn asked if a drainage plan and traf-
fi c study for the vacant lot had been prepared. A surprised 
Kassawara said, “No,” that they are submitted with the 
site plan. He noted that the town code also inappropriately 
asked for building elevations to be submitted with the 
plat. Glenn said a note should be added to the plat that no 
planned development design guidelines had been approved 
by the town, to warn potential buyers that no standards had 
been agreed upon. Kassawara alternatively suggested that 
each parcel must adhere to a common set of guidelines 
even though no master plan has yet been developed. Glenn 
agreed with the suggestion and asked that Kassawara de-
velop a set of guidelines. 

Glenn also expressed concern that the initial Villani 
lot purchasers might not be required to pay for road im-
pacts while those buying the last few might have to pay for 
some additional traffi c improvements the others avoided. 
Kassawara said the increase in the amount of traffi c from 
this industrial area on Mitchell Avenue and Second Street 
would be slight, and there were no plans yet for an internal 
roadway. 

Trustee Gail Drumm made several requests. Drumm 
asked that a sidewalk be required as a condition, and 
Kassawara said that it was a code requirement. Drumm 

pointed out that the Monument Rock development, owned 
by Konarski, had not been required to build a sidewalk to 
comply with the code. Kassawara said that now that he is 
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Colorado Law Changes July 1st

How do these changes affect you?
Effective July 1st, 2006, House 
Bill 06-1107 will change the 
requirements for a permit for 
teenagers between the ages of 
15 and 15 years 6 months.  The 
following change applies only to the 
15-15 1⁄2 age range.

As of July 1st, teenagers between the ages of 15 and 15 1⁄2 will have to enroll in and be 
actively participating in a driver education course that includes six (6) hours of in-car 
instruction with a professional driving instructor.  

The following facts are not changed by the new law:

•All teenagers under age 18 are required to hold a permit for a minimum of 1 year and 
drive at least 50 hours under supervision (10 of which at night) before obtaining a license.

•Teenagers who obtain a permit before July 1st, 2006 may enroll in any state 
approved driver education program without 6 hours professional in-car instruction.

•Teenagers between the ages of  15 1⁄2 and 16 do not need to enroll in a program with 6 
hours of professional in-car instruction.  These teens may enroll in driver education without 
professional in-car instruction or complete a driver awareness program to obtain a permit.

•Teenagers age 16 or older are not required to enroll in or complete 
driver education or driver awareness before obtaining a permit.

The National Driver Training Institute offers professional in-car instruction in select 
areas.  Please call toll free 1-800-942-2050 for details.
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aware of that requirement, Konarski will be required to in-
stall her Monument Rock sidewalk retroactively when she 
seeks approval of the next filing of that development.

Drumm asked that all the trees that were moved be 
replanted in the Monument Sewer District easement at the 
rear of each of the proposed new lots to act as a screen for 
the Santa Fe Trails development to the east. Drumm lives 
in Santa Fe Trails. Kassawara pointed out that trees are 
never planted in a sewer easement and those already in the 
sewer easement will have to be moved elsewhere. 

Drumm then asked that the Monument Sanitation 
District’s sewer easement be moved to the front of the sev-
en lots. The Villani consultant engineer pointed out that 
they would not drain by gravity in that location to the ex-
isting manhole at the southeast corner of the parcel. Glenn 
concurred. Drumm persisted, saying that the two heavily 
treed lots could not be developed because all the existing 
trees could not be transplanted within these two lots. 

During public comment, Planning Commissioner 
Lowell Morgan asked if the existing dirt road right-of-way 
could become a trail for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Monument business owner Brian Brooks pointed out 
that the two-for-one tree substitution rule was impossible 
to apply to the densely treed proposed lot 2 and that no 
building could be built with the current code restriction. 
Glenn said, “The code’s the code” and that this was the 
owner’s and buyer’s problem. There was considerable fur-
ther discussion about how trees are affected by architec-
tural and landscaping standards and how the code on these 
issues could be applied without a master plan or site plan. 

Kassawara said that a plat only defines the boundaries 
of the lots, easements, and circulation by planned roads, 

and all these issues are not actually addressed in the code. 
The town staff should be allowed to use its own judgment 
since there is no legal definition distinguishing a mature 
tree from a sapling. He added that scrub oak is not a tree 
that is protected by codes because it is invasive vegetation. 
Kassawara also said that the trees could be transplanted 
to the sparsely treed lots at the south end of the parcel or 
two new trees of equal caliper/diameter could be planted 
in place of those lost. He said he would require a more 
complete tree survey for the parcel to provide a better plan 
of analysis. 

After the public hearing was closed, Drumm offered a 
motion to continue the plat application until a tree survey 
is completed Town Manager Cathy Green said that the 
delay might not harm the Villani development timeline 
because a master plan is typically required at the time 
of approval of a final rather than a preliminary plat. Final 
plats are typically approved at the same time as final PD 
site plans. 

Villani land planner Pam Cherry of Land Develop-
ment Consultants, Inc. asked Green if the town code actu-
ally requires a master plan for submission of a plat. Green 
said she did not know the code requirement for a PID plat 
Cherry and Kassawara said that drainage and erosion 
control plans, pavement and soil reports, the analysis of 
the town’s own water system, as well as submission of pro-
posed building elevations usually require some knowledge 
of what is to be built on the lots. The owner has had no dis-
cussions with any potential purchasers and can’t until the 
subdivisions in the plat are approved. Cherry added that 
the right-of-way on the parcel was never recorded and that 
a master plan couldn’t be developed without knowledge of 
the purchasers’ intended uses. 

Kassawara said that the appropriate time to look at 
all these submittals is when the first site plan is submitted 
because there is no development plan by a lot owner yet. 
Green said that the PID zoning ordinance is an obsolete 
hybrid zone no longer used. She also said that plats are 
not site plans. She added that the other document require-
ments for elevations and traffic and drainage studies in the 
town code for PID plats were inappropriate. 

Cherry said that Villani cannot get a buyer until the 
land is subdivided and cannot develop the requested plans 
without revenue. Green and Kassawara said the master 
plan could be developed after the parcel was subdivided. 
Shupp suggested approval of the plat with a condition that 
it not be recorded until guidelines for the site, rather than a 
master plan, are submitted to the staff. Shupp said plat ap-
proval would create the lots, allowing Villani to sell them 
as requested by Cherry.

Trustee Tim Miller said the proposed plat should be 
rejected. Glenn said he did not like the attitude of Cherry. 
However, Cherry said she had only asked that the board 
follow its own town code. The board’s vote on Drumm’s 

motion to continue was 1-4 with only Drumm in favor.
Kassawara again asked what condition he was sup-

posed to enforce before the plat was recorded. Glenn said 
he wanted a condition specifically stated on the plat to 
ensure that the lot buyer knows exactly what was being 
required by the town at the time of development including 
architectural guidelines and landscaping guidelines. Kas-
sawara said, “That’s a master plan then. That’s not a set of 
guidelines.” Glenn said it wasn’t a master plan. Kassawara 
said, “I’m trying to figure out how that fits into our code, 
what that is. Our code doesn’t have a procedure for getting 
design guidelines approved. Does it require a public hear-
ing or not?” Shupp said the board could require a public 
hearing or allow the Planning Department to approve the 
guidelines. 

A motion to approve the ordinance authorizing the 
Villani plat passed unanimously. The board required the 
Villani land owner to submit guidelines—rather than a 
master plan—regarding architecture, landscaping, tree 
relocation and replacement, etc., to be approved by staff 
prior to the town authorizing final recording of the plat 
with the county.

Nine other plats approved 
with no discussion

The board unanimously and retroactively approved the 
ordinances for the preliminary plat for Filing 1 of the Vil-
lage Center @ Woodmoor and the final plat for Filings 1-6 
of Monument Marketplace. While construction is nearing 
completion on all these plats, they were never formally ap-
proved by the board. 

The board also unanimously approved a new final 
plat ordinance for filing 7 of the Monument Marketplace. 
Filing 7 is the location of a Village Inn restaurant in the 
northeast corner of the center. 

Filing 8 is the location of Gene Jones’ new liquor store 
in the southeast corner of the center. Green noted that his 
liquor license was approved a year ago. This ordinance 
was approved (4-0-1) with Glenn abstaining. 

Board sharply divided on liquor licenses
The board unanimously approved a temporary one-day 
special event liquor license for St. Peter parish for an 
all-day parish and community festival to be held at its 
north parking lot on Sept. 23 from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. The 
church committee will serve beer and wine in a “beer 
garden”area. 

The board unanimously approved one-year renewals 
of liquor licenses for Cork-n-Bottle at 351 Highway 105 
and the 7-Eleven at 283 Highway 105. Detective Mark 
Owens of the Monument Police Department attested that 
there had been no violations in the past 12 months at either 
store. 

The board continued the renewal request of Eagle 
Wine & Spirits in the King Soopers center after there 
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were some unresolved trustee questions regarding two in-
stances of state sting operations leading to sales of alcohol 
to minors. In each case, the employee who sold alcohol to 
the state’s underage operative was fired. Employees now 
sign a contract every three months after a 90-minute one-
on-one session with the owner that says they will be im-
mediately fired if they sell alcohol to a minor. There were 
no violations noted by the town. 

Trustee Miller advocated denying a license renewal. 
Green said, “You put them out of business.” She noted 
that both employees had been trained and warned by the 
owner, yet sold alcohol to a minor anyway and were fired 
immediately. Shupp said, “We end up with a lawsuit.” 
Miller advocated targeted stings by the town police be-
cause he said he did not know how many other sales might 
have been made. Shupp said, “I don’t think you necessarily 
want to target a particular establishment.” 

The board unanimously continued the hearing until a 
special meeting June 26 and to require Eagle Wine & Spir-
its owner Randy Obermeyer to attend the next hearing. 

This hearing date will allow for full notice of a second 
hearing and also allow the state enough time to process 
the renewal paperwork if approved at that meeting without 
putting Obermeyer out of business. 

Payments approved
The board unanimously approved three payments over 
$5,000 each:
• $14,692.50 to Casselle, Inc. for the final payment for 

new municipal accounting software
• $25,134 to AmWest, Inc. for unbudgeted unexpected 

repairs on town Well 3, though the repair is within the 
contingency budget

• $$20,192.07 to the U.S. Department of Agriculture for 
a payment on a $500,000 federal rural economic and 
community development loan

The board also agreed to pay engineering consultant 
Nolte Associates $19,290 for a combined set of standards 

between the town and Triview Metropolitan district road-
way design and construction. Kassawara said the town 
and the district have been merging their infrastructure and 
development standards for 10 months. The more stringent 
standards of the two have been adopted by both entities 
in all cases. Triview’s consultants will have performed all 
the consolidation work at completion of the project. Kas-
sawara said the first set of standards prepared by Nolte 
were paid for by Triview and cost $32,000. Kassawara 
said the unbudgeted $19,290 town payment came from the 
Development Services Department’s surplus rolled over 
from 2005. 

Future joint standards yet to be developed include 
stormwater and drainage master plans. The town of Mon-
ument has neither. The cost should be less than the other 
standards that have already been paid for. 

Staff reports
Town Attorney Shupp reported that after the District 
Court had dismissed the Transmit Mix concrete batch 
plant lawsuit against the town, a settlement was being 
negotiated between the plaintiff’s and town’s attorneys 
wherein the plaintiff would not seek any appeals of their 
lost decision if the town did not attempt to recover the le-
gal fees it is entitled to after successfully defending itself 
against the Transit Mix suit.

Green said the staff would have a new lighting ordi-
nance for the board to consider by the end of July. 

She suggested that the town support the proposed sale 
of Adelphia’s cable TV assets in Monument to Comcast. 

The board went into executive session at 8:45 p.m. 
Afterward, the board approved a proposal to offer a 

four-year waiver on half the firm’s sales tax as well as a 
complete waiver of all the town’s construction tax of 2 per-
cent on new building materials as an incentive to Empiri-
cal Testing Corp., a medical equipment testing company, 
to open a new location in Monument. 
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Monument Planning Commission, June 14

Two Village Center @ Woodmoor plats approved; county 
asked to send Hillsong Village project to the town

By John Heiser
The Monument Planning Commission approved pre-
liminary plats for filings 2 and 3 of the Village Center at 
Woodmoor. The commissioners also approved the town’s 
proposed request that the county discontinue processing 
the Hillsong project and refer the applicants to the town for 
annexation and development. 

Commissioners John Kortgardner, Ed Delaney, Pa-
tricia Mettler, and Kathy Spence were present. DeLaney 
presided.

Village Center @ Woodmoor
Background: The Village Center @ Woodmoor occupies 
a 140-acre parcel, formerly the agricultural Wahlborg Ad-
dition along the south side of Highway 105 east of Knoll-
wood Drive. The parcel was rezoned from rural to planned 
development when it was annexed by Monument in 2004. 

The Village Center plan, as presented in 2004, is post-
ed on the OCN Web site (at www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v4n4village.htm ). The project consists of four filings. Fil-
ings 1 through 3 are planned for residences. Filing 4 is a 
planned 44-acre, 12-lot commercial development on the 
northwest corner of the property. 

Construction is under way on filing 1, a single-fam-
ily housing development on the southwest portion of the 
property.

Preliminary plat for filing 2 approved: Filing 2 consists 
of 46 single-family lots on 30.55 acres with lot sizes rang-
ing from 11,875 square feet to 41,997 square feet. There are 
approximately 3 acres of open space as part of this plat.

Dale Turner represented developer Colorado Com-
mercial Builders. He noted that the plats comply with the 
approved master plan for the development. 

Woodmoor resident Michael Reed asked about traffic 
flow. 

Turner said there will be access across from the 
Church of Latter Day Saints on Highway 105. He said ac-
celeration and deceleration lanes will be built. He added 
that a signal will be added at that intersection when the 
traffic flow warrants it.

Woodmoor resident Joe Subialka asked about the 
boundary between filing 2 and the houses to the south. 

Turner replied that based on an agreement with the 
Woodmoor Improvement Association (WIA), the 20-foot 
trail easement originally proposed was removed. He added 
that the developer is not planning to install fencing along 
that boundary although the residents might install privacy 
fences.

Elizabeth Miller, a member of the WIA architectural 
control committee, said the committee wanted a buffer 
and a fence but not a trail.

The Planning Commission unanimously voted to 
recommend approval of the plat for filing 2 without con-
ditions.
Preliminary plat for filing 3 approved: Filing 3 consists 
of 22.37 acres for a multi-family subdivision. There are 

approximately 4.5 acres of open space as part of this plat. 
The plat shows three lots and two tracts but few details. 
Director of Development Services Tom Kassawara noted 
that a site plan for this plat showing the details of the multi-
family development will be brought to the Planning Com-
mission and Board of Trustees later. 

Kassawara added that the developer has reconfigured 
open space tract A on the northeast corner of the plat to be 
easier to develop. Tim Irish of Designed Properties, LLC, 
has proposed developing that tract for affordable housing 
for seniors. As part of that project, the town would donate 
the open space to the developer, Kassawara said.

Spence said, “How do we know it will stay afford-
able?”

Kassawara replied that the rents for the units would be 
governed by an agreement between Irish and the town. 

Monument Principal Planner Karen Griffith added 
that the agreement would require that some of the units 
have rents below market rates.

Mettler asked about landscaping plans for the open 
space.

Turner replied that the landscaping would primarily 
be concentrated along the trails.

Referring to the incompleteness of the plans for the 
multi-family lots, Turner said the real reason for bringing 
these plats forward now is to provide roads for secondary 
access to the filing 1 residential development that is under 
construction in the southwest part of the project.

Reed expressed concern that the height of structures 
on the northeast corner of the development might obscure 
views from homes to the north of the project.

Turner noted that it is open space and is difficult to 
develop due to the terrain. 

Kassawara added that building heights are limited to 
35 feet.

Reed said, “That alleviates my concerns.”
The Planning Commission unanimously voted to 

recommend approval of the plat for filing 3 without condi-
tions.

Hillsong Village
Griffith said the town received a request from the El Paso 
County Development Services Department for comments 
on the proposed Hillsong Village preliminary plan and 
zone change. 

The property consists of 24 acres east of Monument 
Hill Road and immediately south of the Colorado Heights 
Camping Resort. The parcel is currently zoned as planned 
office complex. The proposal is for 36 single-family lots 
and one multi-family tract.

Griffith said the parcel is within the town’s urban 
growth boundaries as adopted in the comprehensive plan 
and so is a candidate to be annexed into the town.

Griffith’s letter requested that the county discontinue 
processing the application and direct the applicants to 
apply to the town for annexation and development of the 
parcel. Some reasons for that position were:
• The I-25 corridor, of which this project is a part, is a 

gateway to the town, and the community has an interest 
in preserving its scenic qualities.

• Developing the property through the county will have a 
negative fiscal impact on the town since the town would 
receive no property taxes from the development but the 
Monument Police Department would respond to calls 
due to “first response” agreements.

• If the property is not annexed into the town, it may 
severely limit the town’s plans to annex other properties 
within the I-25 corridor.

Griffith also noted:
• The proposed plan is inconsistent with the county’s 

2000 Tri-Lakes Comprehensive Plan in that it does not 
provide sufficient buffers from I-25.

• The large ponderosa pines on the property contribute to 
one of the most scenic stretches of I-25 within Colorado 
and should be preserved.

• There are serious traffic visibility problems at the 
intersection of Misty Acres Boulevard and Monument 
Hill Road. The access design needs attention.

**********
The next meeting is at 6:30 p.m. June 12 at Monument 
Town Hall, 166 Second St. Meetings are normally held the 
second Wednesday of the month.
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Sanctuary Pointe sketch plans critiqued by neighbors
By Sue Wielgopolan

Classic Homes plans to propose annexation of the former 
Baptist Camp to Monument and build as many as 899 
upscale homes on the 461 acres that compose the heavily 
wooded property. The site is located on Kingswood Road 
north of Kingswood Estates. Monument Town Manager 
Cathy Green said Classic has estimated homes in the area 
would sell for around $600,000 or more.

At the request of Kim Scherschligt, Monument staff 
hosted an informal meeting and invited representatives 
from several homeowners associations in neighboring 
subdivisions to review the builder’s planned development 
sketch plan proposal, answer questions, and take com-
ments. Scherschligt is a member of the Northern El Paso 
County Planning Board (NEPCO), works as a planner for 
Douglas County, and owns a home in Fox Pines that abuts 
the Baptist Camp property.

Green, Director of Development Services Tom Kas-
sawara, and principal planner Karen Griffith represented 
the town of Monument. NEPCO members Chris Makela of 
Gleneagle and Mike Stark of Fox Pines attended, as well as 
several other homeowners. 

Scherschligt’s main concern was the proposed density 
of housing in the development. The site is currently in 
unincorporated El Paso County and zoned RR-3, which 
designates the area as rural residential and carries a rec-
ommendation for a density of one home per five acres. If 
annexed into Monument, the area will be zoned as planned 
development (PD). Green said the town’s code currently 
does not place a restriction on density per acre, though in 
the future staff would like to break the PD zoning into 
subsets designating maximum density per acre.

Although Classic representatives have stated in the 
narrative accompanying the plan that they intend to con-
struct approximately 650 homes, the sketch plan shows a 
much greater maximum of 899 homes on the 461-acre 
parcel at completion. Scherschligt said she felt the 
density was too high for the parcel and would like to 
see the lower number spelled out on a sketch plan revi-
sion and continued on all subsequent plans.

Griffith replied that the town had asked Classic to 
clarify the maximum number of 650 homes by placing 
it on its drawings. Kassawara stated that in most cases, 
the number of planned homes decreases as the builder 
makes allowances for infrastructure and natural fea-
tures, so the final number could fall even further.

According to the sketch plan, which shows the ap-
proximate locations of general features such as trails, 
roads and “bubbles” indicating residential groupings 
but not individual lot lines, the builder plans a maxi-
mum density of 3 1/2 homes per acre. Some areas will 
have larger lots, with projected densities of only one 
residence on three acres. Kassawara said density was 
less important than lot size, which could be minimally 
specified by the Monument Board of Trustees (BOT) 
under a PD zone.

Scherschligt, who had viewed the plans prior to the 
meeting, asked about local and regional trails shown on 
the map. Classic had previously met with the residents 
owning properties adjoining an existing regional trail, 
which follows the boundary between Fox Pines and the 
former Baptist Camp, eventually connecting the Santa 
Fe Trail to Fox Run Park. All four homeowners with lots 
along the trail corridor objected to the location, contend-
ing that the proximity of the trail to their homes disturbs 
their privacy. One homeowner, who discovered after clos-
ing that his builder had violated the setback requirement, 
said his home is approximately 26 feet from the trail.

Town staff said the homeowners had other options to 
consider. The regional trail could be rerouted to a different 
location and the trail eliminated altogether, but the buf-
fer zone between Fox Pine and Sanctuary Pointe would 
be smaller. Or the existing trail could be used as a minor 
trail corridor, which would maintain a larger buffer be-
tween the two subdivisions but reduce use Staff members 
indicated they would continue to work with the property 
owners to find an acceptable solution.

Scherschligt pointed out that only 20 percent of the 
total acreage was devoted to open space, noting that only 
the perimeter appeared to be wooded. She was concerned 
that the town intended to allow over-lot grading, a process 
that requires the removal of vegetation and use of an earth-
mover to level the site.

Griffith replied that the town and Classic have differ-
ent visions for Sanctuary Pointe. She said that the site was 
unique, and one of the last remaining wooded areas avail-
able. The developer had indicated a desire to preserve as 
many of the trees as possible and build around the land’s 
natural contours. Should the area be annexed, lot layout 
would have to meet the town’s approval.

Green said that although the Baptist Camp site had 

been targeted for eventual annexation by the town in its 
comprehensive long-range plan, the plan and suggested 
zoning are merely guidelines. The project will be evalu-
ated on its own merits. The board will determine whether 
annexation of the parcel is advantageous for Monument.

Griffith told attendees that the presence of such a 
dense stand of trees in a residential area would present a 
critical safety issue for the town. Should the annexation be 
approved, the town would recommend the developer retain 
a forester to create a wildfire mitigation plan for the area, 
and require the builder to follow guidelines. 

Other concessions requested by area residents, such as 
parks, open space, biking and walking trails, and wildlife 
corridors, would be topics of negotiations between the 
town and the developer.

If annexed, the Sanctuary Pointe subdivision would 
be included in the Triview Metro District, which would 
provide water and sewer service, manage stormwater and 
maintain roads and public spaces.

Green said the PD sketch proposal could be reviewed 
by the Monument Planning Commission as early as July. 
The BOT could consider annexation at its Aug. 21 meet-
ing, but a September hearing is probably more likely.

Green, Griffith, and Kassawara thanked community 
members for attending and said comments and concerns 
expressed by the group were appreciated and would be 
considered during the town’s review.

Quiet location with views!! Over
1,600 sq. ft. with 4 bd., 2 ba., new
hardwood floors on main level,
new paint throughout, new carpet-
ing, finished walk-out lower level, 2 
car garage, large deck and fenced 
rear yard. Hurry on this one!
Asking $209,900!

5.76 acres, like-new condition!!
Over 2,000 sq. ft. home features 3 
bd., 3 ba., main level great room
with fireplace, large eat-in kitchen
with oak cabinets, main level
master with 5 pc master bath,
finished lower level, lots of hard-
wood floors, upgraded carpets, out 
buildings and RVs OK. A great find 
at only $295,000!

Why wait to build? Genesis
Homes, Brookstone Model with
upgrades galore! Custom painting,
fully landscaped, large deck, 3 car
tandem garage, formal living and
dining rooms, family room with
fireplace, eat-in kitchen with pan-
try, 5 pc master suite and more! A 
great buy at only $369,900!

Breathtaking views of Pikes Peak!! This great 5 bd., 3.5 ba. Woodmoor 
home with over 4,000 sq. ft. on approximately 1⁄2-acre has formal living
and dining rooms, family room with fireplace, gourmet kitchen, large mas-
ter suite, partially finished lower level, landscaped yard. Only $399,900!

Mountain views await you!!
Fabulous Trail Ridge home in D-
20! Close to Academy, 4 bd., 3.5
ba., formal living and dining rooms, 
family room with fireplace, eat-in
gourmet kitchen, lots of hardwood
floors, fully landscaped, 3 car
garage, large master suite with 5
pc master bath. Only $339,900!

5.35-acres with views and pri-
vacy!! Over 3,000 sq. ft. home
features 4 bd, 3.5 ba, large kitchen 
with eating bar, main level great
room and master suite, finished
walk-out lower level, hot tub on
private deck, 3 car attached
garage, zoned for horses, D-38
schools. Only $427,500!

The location you have been
waiting for!! Over 3⁄4-acre lot close 
to golf course on cul-de-sac street
with views! 5 bd., 4 ba., main level
master, lots of hardwood floors,
formal dining room, great room
with fireplace, extra large eat-in
kitchen, large deck, oversized 3
car garage. Only $485,000!

��������������������������������
�����������������������������������

���������
��������������������������������

� ���������������������������
�����������������������������������

������������������������������������
�������������������
��������������������

���������������������������
�������������������������

�������������
������������������������������������������

������������������������������������
��������������������������

��������� ���������������������������
����� �������������������

���� ���������������������������
��������������������������������

����������������������������
���������������������������

��������������������������������
���������������������������������������
������������������������������������

�����������������������������������

������������
�����������������������

��������������������������

������������������������

Shari Blake Pet Services
Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593
CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY
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Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, June 1

Three new business licenses approved
By Jim Kendrick

The Palmer Lake Town Council approved three new busi-
ness licenses at its workshop meeting June 1. The council 
also heard a proposal by local historian Jim Sawatzki for a 
television show about Palmer Lake’s historic Chautauqua 
summer sessions of the distant past. Trustee Trudy Finan 
was excused. 

Liquor Licensing Authority approves 
O’Malley’s porch expansion 

The board first met as the Palmer Lake Liquor Licensing 
Authority to hear Jeff Hulsmann’s formal “modification of 
premises” request for Joseph O’Malley’s Steak Pub. He 
had given an overview of his request at the May regular 
council meeting. He is expanding the front and side porch 
to provide more outdoor room for smokers due to the state 
law prohibiting indoor smoking in restaurants as of July 
1. 

Hulsmann said the extra room on the deck is designed 
to keep smokers from affecting customers inside and at the 
door. There are no alterations to parking on the property. 

Hulsmann’s request was approved unanimously, and 
the Licensing Authority session adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

Chautauqua television show endorsed
Sawatzki told the board he is working on a half-hour show 
for the Denver Public Broadcasting System (PBS) affiliate 

on the history of summer Chautauqua meetings that were 
held in the Glen area just south of Palmer Lake for about 
30 years, until 1910. At that time, the Glen was separate 
from the town, having its own post office and train depot. 
Sawatzki said he produced a half-hour Rocky Mountain 
PBS show about Palmer Lake 10 years ago. 

Sawatzki and the trustees had a lengthy, wide-ranging 
discussion about the content of the various Chautauqua 
meetings and the history of the cabins in the Glen that 
were built for those attending these sessions. Sawatzki 
asked the council for: 
• Access to research materials and historic sites by his 

staff and production crew
• Volunteer and in-kind support services from the town 

and local businesses
• Permits to close streets and recruit “extras” to shoot 

street scenes 
• Any financial support the town can provide
Sawatzki said he wants to re-create more dramatic scenes 
than regular PBS viewers may expect since there are not 
many surviving photos of Chautauqua sessions, the cabins 
in the Glen, and Palmer Lake scenes from that era. The 
council members all expressed enthusiasm and support for 
Sawatzki’s request and invited him back when he has more 
details and dates for his production schedule. 

Three new business licenses 
become consent items

The council approved three new business license requests 
as consent items for the regular meeting on June 8. Ap-
plicants who satisfactorily answer all questions from the 
trustees and staff at the preceding workshop are not re-
quired to attend the regular council meeting for the formal 
vote on their licenses. The approved businesses are:
• Wooden Earth, Robert Gilbreath, a custom 

woodworking business at 685 County Line Road
• Mark Kirkland Photography, a photography and graphic 

design business at 88 Highway 105

• Classic Catering by Anne & Company, Anne Jones, a 
catering and carryout meals business at 780 Highway 
105, Unit B

Sign ordinance revision committee formed
During the discussion of the Classic Catering license, 
Jones asked what kind of signs she could place on the roof 
of the building she will be leasing, noting that the town’s 
recent sign ordinance was difficult to understand and 
seemed to be very restrictive for businesses at the south-
east end of the town. 

Economic Development Trustee Susan Miner agreed 
and noted that the location of Jones’ business was techni-
cally in a “suburb” of downtown Palmer Lake and that the 
current sign ordinance applies only to downtown uses and 
their 30-mph-or-less speed limits. She said that the signs 
allowed are too small to be read at the higher speed limits 
along other portions of Highway 105. 

Miner suggested that the council follow up on ordi-
nance changes originally proposed in 2001 that would 
apply to businesses outside of the downtown area. She 
invited Jones to join a committee to study the sign ordi-
nance revision issue and wait for resolution before coming 
back with a specific sign request. The council agreed to 
formation of a town sign committee that would meet on 
the third Thursday of the month. Jones’ sign request will 
have to be approved by the Planning Commission and 
Town Council. 

Town water tap in Douglas County 
tentatively approved

Claire Brenneman asked to move one of the two town taps 
he had purchased in 1969 to a portion of his Pineview Road 
property that is actually in Douglas County. He noted that 
two neighbors had purchased town taps in the early 1970s 
that were installed in Douglas County at that time, outside 
the town limits. Town Clerk Della Gray confirmed those 
details of Brenneman’s statement. 

There was a brief discussion about annexation of the 

Speedtrap: Apprehended
Paintings and Photographs 

produced by past and present 
baristas from the Speedtrap 
Coffeebar in Palmer Lake.

Also featuring demonstrations by the 
Freedom School of 
Martial Arts

“Sweet Revenge”
Playing your favorites of blues, 

rock & roll, and country.
Encore presentation of Lavena’s 
handmade freshwater pearl, sterling, 
and hilltribe jewelry!
Come see what is new 
from the markets of 
Thailand!

We celebrate the art of food in 
various and delicious ways!

Featuring Lunch and Dinner.

Meet Judy Faust. Judy is a 
watercolor artist who displays and 
sells her work at the Bistro. She 
resides and 
paints in 
Sedalia, CO.Pacific-Rim Interiors

488-8306487-7691 488-0840
Pankratz Gallery

481-3108 

Kinetically in Kind • July 20-August 12
Explorations in motion, color and image 

by Barbara Hochstetler-Fentress
Ms Hochstetler-Fentress gained fame as the 
interior architect for Denver International 
Airport and will have her debut as an ex-
hibiting artist with her powerful acrylic on 
canvas abstractions.
Public opening: July 20, 5-8 pm
Artist’s presentation: July 27, 
   5 pm, reservations requested

“Let our home be your home”

Out-of-Town Guests, Parties, Celebrations! • www.graysonsinn.com 
Grayson’s Pineview Inn • Palmer Lake • 488-4388
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properties across the Douglas County line. There was con-
sensus that Brenneman’s tap request was “grandfathered” 
by his 37-year history of payments to the town and the two 
previous approvals. Because Brenneman’s request requires 
passage of a resolution, it could not be made a consent item 
for the June 8 regular meeting. 

McDonald’s plan approved
The council unanimously approved a request by former 
Mayor Nikki McDonald to amend a Planned Unit Devel-
opment to build a four unit, 8,000-square-foot multifamily 
residence on a property at 95 Greeley Blvd. Roads Su-
pervisor Bob Radosevich noted that no on-street parking 
would be allowed at the site. The contractor for the project 
is Palmer Lake Planning Commission Chairman John 
Cressman. The proposed amendment was unanimously 
approved by the Planning Commission on May 17. The 
formal public hearing on the amendment, which cannot be 
a consent item, was scheduled for June 8. 

Hillside ordinance changes 
may still be slippery slope

There was a brief discussion about a proposed amendment 
to the town’s hillside ordinance that sharply limits con-
struction on sites with an average slope of greater than 15 
percent. There was agreement to the two main features of 
the amendment that state that no living space can be built 
on stilts, columns, piers, etc., and that deck space can be 
no more than 20 percent of livable interior space. 

The purpose of these two new restrictions is to en-
sure that exposed space under a home or deck is limited 
because vegetation that stabilizes the soil and prevents 
erosion will not get enough sun to live after construction 
is complete. There was some discussion about how the 
20 percent figure was derived and when waiver requests 
would be referred to the Board of Adjustments and/or the 
Planning Commission and the Town Council. There was 
consensus to have the town attorney look at the proposed 
wording of the change to the town code before the public 

hearing and vote scheduled for June 8. 
Comprehensive plan update

Miner proposed that each of the council members review 
and prepare presentations on the parts of the town’s com-
prehensive plan that they are responsible for. The presenta-
tions are to be made in the next several months as a public 
education process for the council and town residents. She 
noted that the plan was written in 1983 and had been up-
dated in 1999 and 2001. State law requires updates at least 

every 10 years. 
McDonald noted that the update in 1999 was paid for 

by a grant from the Pikes Peak Area Council of Govern-
ments. Miner asked that the town’s residents be invited 
again to participate in the review and presentation so the 
update becomes a more effective roadmap for future de-
velopment. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

and Summer Celebration 2006 

Sponsors: Peoples National Bank; Historic Monument Merchants Association; David Jones, DDS; 
 LaCasa Fiesta; Cruiser Frames; Freedom School of Martial Arts; Five Essence Acupuncture 

Come Explore the World of Art!

3rd Thursday 
each month 
Next one... 

July 20th

5-8 pm

in Historic Downtown Monument
With all these participants, there will be demos, 
food, music, specials, and lots of fun!

• Bella Art & Frame

• Covered Treasures Bookstore

• Herb Garden Bistro

• Pacific-Rim Interiors

• Pankratz Gallery

• Prickly Pear

• Santa Fe Trail Jewelry

• The Love Shop

• Winter Gallery

For info, call 481-3108

Let us sell for YOU on the 
WORLD’S LARGEST

auction site!

�� FREE research for the current EBAY market value of your treasure.
You’ll know the value BEFORE you decide to sell…FREE! 

�� FREE professional photographs on EBAY of your treasure! 
�� Advertising experience that guarantees an enticing and accurate 

description of your treasure! 
�� We sell WORLDWIDE for you, answer ALL of the e-mail questions, 

and handle ALL of the packing and shipping!
�� Competitive rates and conveniently located.

We do it ALL for YOU!
The Blue Sage Merchant

251 Front St #4, Downtown Monument, 488-1822
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Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, June 8

Brennan named interim police chief
By Jim Kendrick

Palmer Lake Police Department Senior Of-
ficer Mike Brennan was appointed interim 
police chief at the regular town council 
meeting June 8. Brennan will take charge 
until a permanent replacement for retiring 
Chief Dale Smith is appointed. Smith is 
retiring on June 30. Mayor Max Parker 
pinned on the chief’s badge for Brennan 
immediately after the council’s unanimous 
vote of approval. 

Consent items approved
Payment of bills for May and the three new 
business licenses approved at the work-
shop on June 1 were all approved without 
discussion. The new licensees were Wood-
en Earth, Mark Kirkland Photography, and 
Classic Catering by Anne & Company (see 
the article on page 12 for more details.) 

Town becomes major 
sponsor of PBS TV show

The board unanimously approved a do-
nation of $1,000 to local historian Jim 
Sawatzki to become a “major sponsor” 
of his proposed half-hour PBS televi-
sion production on the history of Palmer 
Lake summer Chautauqua sessions and 

the cabins built for attendees in the Glen. 
Sawatzki, a previous Emmy award nomi-
nee, said the show he is producing for PBS 
and the Learning Channel would also be 
released on a 90-minute video disc in late 
2007. The disc will include this new show, 
his previous 30-minute PBS show on the 
history of Palmer Lake, plus an additional 
30 minutes or so of other related historical 
material about area history. The town will 
receive 20 copies of the 90-minute disc as 
a major sponsor, and be listed on the front 
of the CD package. The $1,000 donation 
was composed of $500 offered by Parks 
and Recreation Trustee Trish Flake and 
Economic Development Trustee Susan 
Miner from their respective discretionary 
budgets.

Reports
Roads Trustee Richard Allen said that due 
to drought, heat, and strong winds, the 
Road Department’s dust-control efforts 
might be less effective this year. To date, 
25,000 gallons of water and 7,800 pounds 
of magnesium chloride have been applied 
to the town’s dirt roads to help control 
blowing dust, but he emphasized that dust 
would remain a major problem for the rest 

of this year. 

Allen also noted that the Roads De-
partment is working hard to complete 
a number of projects prior to the July 4 
weekend. About 250 tons of Class 6 road 
base were used to recrown Milton Street. 
Phase I of the parking lot project in Cen-
tennial Park should be completed by June 
16. Roads Supervisor Bob Radosevich said 
that in later phases, additional fill will be 
added to raise the grade of the new lot 
to the level of Highway 105. Landscap-
ing, lighting, islands, and perhaps paving 
will be added as funds become available 
through grants or the town’s budget. 

Fire Trustee Gary Coleman reported 
the success of the volunteers of the Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department and the 
Fireworks Committee in making the town 
the focal point for rest and refreshments 
for the annual Elephant Rock bicycle race 
on June 4. The event attracts thousands of 
riders to the town each year. 

Coleman also thanked the Bodhicitta 
Bakery, at 780 Highway 105, Suite B, in 
advance for sponsoring a pizza sale June 
16, with half the gross revenue from eve-
ning pizza sales to be donated to the Vol-
unteer Fire Department. 

Allen reported for Police Trustee Tru-
dy Finan, who was absent, that police calls 

for May were up to 131 from 123 in April, 
but down from 149 in May 2005. The big-
gest reported statistical declines from last 
year were in traffic and dog warnings, 
down from 61 to 13, and traffic citations, 
down from 29 to 19. 

Parks and Recreation Trustee Trish 
Flake reported that the change in the 
town’s grant request to the Colorado Ten-
nis Association had resulted in Communi-
ty Development Committee chair Carolyn 
Peters asking the town to re-apply in Oc-
tober for a resurfacing grant for the town’s 
tennis courts. Palmer Lake Tennis Center 
manager Kim Makower had prepared the 
grant request in which he had offered to 
give tennis lessons at the resurfaced courts 
over the next several years, which was a 
condition of the grant award. However, he 
withdrew his offer after losing the April 
election for mayor to Parker. 

Flake also reported that a place on the 
lawn in front of Town Hall had been select-
ed for the statue of the German shepherd 
“Dizzy Dean,” which was commissioned 
by the Lucretia Vaile Historical Museum 
to commemorate its 50th anniversary. 
“Dizzy” wore saddle bags that were used 
to transport construction materials in 1935 
during volunteers’ construction of the 
town star. The star is illuminated at night 
for Memorial Day weekend and the Christ-
mas season each year. The landmark can 
be seen for miles in many directions along 
the Front Range. 

Water Trustee Jim Girlando reported 
that the town had consumed 7,627,000 gal-
lons of treated water. The new south valley 
pipeline should be installed by the end of 
2007. Resident Larry Meyer noted that the 
excavation had contributed to the blowing 
dust problem on the town’s predominantly 
dirt roads. Allen noted that this problem 
would last throughout this summer as con-
struction continues, and the Road Depart-
ment would do its best to help minimize 
the dust. Repaving will take place after 
installation is complete.

Girlando also reported that the Water 
Committee would start a series of meet-
ings to evaluate the results of the recent 
rate increase and review how the revenue 
might best be allocated for future water 
system projects. 

Miner gave a lengthy report 
on initial progress toward the 
goals of the town’s comprehen-
sive plan. She reported the for-
mation of a committee to per-
form demographic assessments 
on how best to solicit visitors for 
day trips and overnight stays. 
The members are Jeff Smith of 
Pinecrest, Al Fritts of the Inn at 
Palmer Divide, and Paula John-
son of Grayson’s Pineview Inn. 

Miner is also working with 
Bill Roach of the Tri-Lakes 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Don Bennett of Big Fish Mar-
keting to create a marketing 
study for the town by the end 
of the year. She said she hopes 
to increase recreational tourism 
and recruit appropriate support-
ing businesses. 

Miner noted that a pho-
tographic competition called 
“Finding Palmer Lake” has 
been set up at the Tri-Lakes 
Center of the Arts, with cat-
egories for children, amateurs, 
and professionals. The photos 
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Yoga in Palmer Lake!Yoga in Palmer Lake!
Classes Held at Palmer Lake Town HallClasses Held at Palmer Lake Town Hall

Above: Palmer Lake Police Department Senior Officer Mike 
Brennan was appointed interim police chief at the regular town 
council meeting on June 8. Mayor Max Parker pinned on the chief’s 
badge for Brennan immediately after the council’s unanimous vote 
of approval. Photo by Jim Kendrick
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are to focus on what Palmer Lake 
means to the photographers. 

Citizen committee meetings 
on all aspects of the comprehen-
sive plan review were to start on 
June 15. They will take place at 
Town Hall on the third Thursday 
of the month. Miner asked all 
residents to consider volunteering 
for the various groups that will 
create a new economic develop-
ment plan for downtown and the 
commercial areas to the southeast 
along Highway 105. She said that 
the town will have little success 
in garnering state and federal 
grants for development without 
strong citizen participation. 

Mayor Parker asked people 
to control their food and trash 
to minimize the chance for wild-
life problems, particularly bear 
encounters. He also asked that 
people comply with prohibitions 
on fireworks and gun discharges 
within town to minimize the 
extremely high wildfire hazard 
during the holiday and the rest of 
the summer. 

Awake the Lake spokesman 
Jeff Hulsmann suggested that 
the town maintain the level of 
Palmer Lake by digging an ag-
ricultural well in it. He said his 
discussions with the state water 
engineering department had 
led him to believe that this ap-
proach would present the fewest 
obstacles in terms of storage and 
water rights. Initially, he said, the 
untreated agricultural well water 
from one of the deeper aquifers 
would maintain the highest level 
achieved in summer 2005, when 
the lake was refilled with dechlo-
rinated drinking water from the 
town’s now-depleted well. That 
particular water level supported 
the basic ecosystem of the lake 
and kept the temperature cool 
enough to sustain the stocked 
trout, though it is only about one-
third full. 

Hulsmann said the lake is 
back down to the level it was two 
summers ago, 2 feet at the deep-
est point, before it was partially 
filled with drinking water last 
summer. Hulsmann asked the 
town to provide the committee 
with any legal information it 
could from the town’s water at-
torney on well use and storage 
rights. Parker said that the town 
needs to move forward with a 
solution before people lose hope 
and stop buying Awake the Lake 
Committee memorial park pavers 
and T-shirts. 

Town Clerk Della Gray re-
ported that the town had proposed 
rerouting the planned drainage 
from the future Kemper subdivi-
sion on the south side of the High-
way 105 opposite the “red barn.” 
Instead of flowing north of the 
County Line Road intersection 
along Spruce Mountain Road, the 
drainage water would instead go 
under Highway 105, by the stone 
entrance sign south of the inter-
section with County Line Road 
and along drainages and deten-
tion ponds to be constructed in 
Centennial Park. Gray reported 
that the subdivision’s storm water 
would then drain into a new stub 
tap of the old water line under 
the railroad tracks that used to 

replenish Palmer Lake from the 
town’s surface reservoirs. This 
water used to flow into the lake 
through a drainage culvert under 
the tracks but was destroyed after 
flooding in that area several years 
ago. 

As Fireworks Committee 
spokesman, Hulsmann asked the 
town to cover some, if not all, of 
any increase in costs for police 
protection for July 4. He said 
that the police and crowd control 
cost was $1,600 in 2005 and may 
double this year, according to 
a preliminary estimate interim 
Chief Brennan had prepared. 
Final police costs are not known 
until after each year’s event. 
In addition to paid police sup-
port from Palmer Lake and the 
Town of Monument, some 60 to 
75 uniformed personnel from a 
variety of regional organizations 
will help with traffic and crowd 
control. Fire Rehab feeds these 
personnel and their families 
throughout the day, though a 
significant portion of their cost 
to the committee is usually offset 
by contributions to Fire Rehab 
volunteer cooks. 

Attendance in Palmer Lake 
throughout the holiday period has 
risen sharply each year over the 
past few years, resulting in the 
need for more traffic and crowd 
control personnel. The fireworks 
committee’s total budget for 2006 
is $17,000, of which $13,000 pays 
for the fireworks show. 

The council unanimously 
approved Claire Brenneman’s 
request to move one of the two 
town water taps he has owned 
since 1969 and has used continu-
ously for the past 36 years within 
his property, which straddles the 
El Paso and Douglas County line. 
The tap he has always used for 
irrigation will be moved from in-
side the town limits into Douglas 
County for a newly constructed 
residence. This tap will convey to 
the new owners of the house if it 
is ever sold. 

After a lengthy question-
and-answer period by the trust-

ees, Town Attorney Jim Kin 
advised that the resolution ap-
proving the move of the tap into 
another county specifically state 
that this approval of the tap relo-
cation into another county was 
“grandfathered” by two previous 
town approvals for town water 
taps on neighboring properties in 

Douglas County during the early 
1970s. 

The council unanimously 
approved Nikki McDonald’s 
request for an amendment to the 
Planned Unit Development plan 
for 95 Greeley Blvd., to build an 
8,000-square foot, four-family-
townhouse building. 

During the public input por-
tion of the agenda, the last agenda 
item, Kim Makower suggested 
having a public comment portion 
for items not on the agenda at the 
start of the council meeting as 
well as comments at the end. The 
meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m.
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* Estate planning services are offered through the Edward Jones Trust Company.
Edward Jones Trust Company and Edward Jones are separate subsidiaries of the
Jones Financial Companies, L.L.L.P.

��� �� �������� �����

����������������������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������

������������������� Member SIPC

Jack Fry
Palmer Lake
481-4964

Bob Denny
Baptist Road 

533-0194

Brad Lundberg
Monument 
481-0043

Donna O’Bryant
Gleneagle 
487-0407

Joe Suhajda
Gleneagle 
487-0250

Leasha Larsen
Northgate 
484-0257

WWW.TRY-LOCAL.COM

Enter to Win A $50 Gift
Certificate To A Local Restaurant!

Did you know there are over
40 restaurants in our area?

       Find Tri-Lakes restaurants 
       View menus online

        Get special offers by email
        Support our community

Tri-Lakes? Try-Local!
  



Page 16 Vol. 6 No. 7Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 17Sat., July 1, 2006

Donala Water and Sanitation District, May 17

Colorado Springs rebuffs Donala’s service offer, 
moves ahead with $400,000 lift station

By Sue Wielgopolan
Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU) has decided to move 
ahead with its plans to build a $400,000 lift station for 
the 49 homes Picolan is building off Doral Way. The site 
is near the southwest corner of the Donala district, and al-
though it lies within Colorado Springs city limits and will 
therefore be served by CSU, it is isolated from other city 
subdivisions by the Smith Creek drainage.

Donala’s lift station near Northgate Road could easily 
service the area and has the excess capacity to do so. It was 
originally sized to serve residential and commercial devel-
opment, but the commercial portion never materialized.

Donala had offered to contract with CSU to handle 
the small subdivision’s wastewater. Negotiations stalled 
over effluent.

The city will supply water to the homes. If Donala 
were to provide sanitary sewer service, the wastewater 
generated would pass through the Upper Monument Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Facility, and Donala would receive 
credit for the effluent, which Donala General Manager 
Dana Duthie estimates would amount to about eight acre-
feet per year. Duthie offered to credit CSU for the efflu-
ent and deduct the credit from the wastewater servicing 
contract.

CSU stated it cannot supply water, even indirectly, to 
northern communities.

Duthie seemed disappointed but not surprised by the 
utility’s decision to move forward with a separate station, 
which he said demonstrates CSU’s general unwillingness 
to cooperate with northern El Paso County communities, 
even when it could benefit both entities and save the city a 
significant amount of money.

Duthie asked the board’s approval to recommend 
disapproval of the site application at the Water Quality 
Committee of Pikes Peak Area Council of Government 
hearing. He said building a second lift station within 400 
feet of Donala’s was an unnecessary duplication of effort. 
Board members agreed to support Duthie’s decision.

El Paso County Water Authority 
fails to ratify changes

Efforts by authority members to amend the establishing 
document for the El Paso County Water Authority to make 
it easier to obtain a quorum failed.

In 2005, the El Paso County Commissioners voted to 
require that all newly created water districts within the 
county join the Water Authority. Several smaller mem-

bers, including Cascade Metro Districts A & B, do not 
attend on a regular basis, making it difficult to obtain a 
quorum for voting purposes.

A quorum, as defined in the establishing document, is 
a percentage of the total membership. Actively participat-
ing Water Authority members wanted to remove the quo-
rum definition from the establishing document and place 
it in the by-laws, change the definition to a set number of 
individuals, and each year update the number of individu-
als required to form a quorum.

But to change the establishing document, 100 percent 
of the existing membership must ratify the new docu-
ment. 

Water Authority subcommittee formed to set up tran-
sit loss administration

Duthie said that a June 2 special meeting to set up ad-
ministration for the transit loss model was well-attended. 
The Water Authority has agreed to act as administering 
agent.

The U.S. Geological Survey conducted the transit loss 
study under contract and will continue to be responsible 
for operation and maintenance of the computer model and 
the gauging stations. The model will allow participating 
agencies to track flows in Monument and Fountain creeks 
and accurately determine the amount of water lost en route 
to the Arkansas River. This is important in accounting to 
the state of Colorado for the surface water in those streams 
available for sale or trade.

The study is expected to be complete and the model 
implemented sometime in 2007. Participating agencies 
will be expected to split the estimated $180,000 per year 
the USGS will charge to keep the model up and running. 
One plan was to charge 20 percent of the yearly cost as a 
base fee and split that equally among all participants, with 
the remaining 80 percent to be split based on contribution 
to flow the previous year as measured in acre-feet.

The group also discussed how private parties wishing 
to participate in the model, such as the Fountain Mutual Ir-
rigation Co., will be included. Any additional parties will 
be expected to reimburse the Authority for a portion of the 
study, as well as pay a share of annual model costs.

The committee will continue to work out the details.
Duthie told the board that Donala’s base share would 

run close to $1,800. The greatest value derived from the 
model is the ability to sell effluent credits downstream, but 
Donala has had only two buyers. The town of Monument 

purchased effluent credits to refill its lake. A farmers’ co-
op purchases unused credits for about $10 per acre-foot. 
Duthie said the directors may need to re-evaluate whether 
participation in the model is presently worth the expense.

Palmer Divide Water Group
 gets update on economic study

Paul Rochette of the economic consulting firm Bamberger 
Group updated the Palmer Divide Water Group (PDWG) 
on the progress of an economic study it had commissioned. 
Several members of the Colorado Springs City Council 
have stated that explosive growth outside city limits in the 
northern part of El Paso County drains valuable tax dol-
lars from Colorado Springs, and have used that rationale 
to justify refusing to cooperate in bringing surface water 
to Tri-Lakes communities.

The PDWG commissioned the study to quantify the 
contributions of northern El Paso County communities to 
the Colorado Springs economy.

Rochette said that the “no growth outside city limits” 
policy had its origins in the 1960s, when growth outside 
city boundaries was detrimental. He claimed that scenario 
is no longer accurate. His study shows, for example, that 
county residents traveling into the city add $4.8 million 
to the city’s cost, but generate $21 million in sales tax 
revenues.

The draft report should be complete before July. The 
PDWG hopes to present the report to the City Council 
soon.

PDWG gets Web site
Dick Brown, lobbyist for the PDWG, has established a 
Web site for the group. In addition to providing general 
information for the public, group members will have their 
own secure passwords to view confidential information. ( 
www.palmerdividewatergroup.com )
Manager briefs board on alternative water 

sources discussed at PDWG meeting
Duthie told board members that Xcel plans to build a dual-
generation power plant south of Colorado Springs. The 
plant will need approximately 4,000 acre-feet of water 
per year, which could be supplied by wells in a satellite 
field in the Greenland Ranch area. The company may use 
Monument Creek to transport the water south. According 
to Duthie, there may be an opportunity for water districts 
to “use” the water by pulling from the creek and replacing 
it with effluent from local wastewater treatment plants.

Two eastern pipelines bring-
ing water north from the lower 
Arkansas may also eventually 
provide surface water to the Tri-
Lakes region.

A company called Pure Cy-
cle hopes to win permission from 
Colorado water courts to bring 
water from the lower Arkansas 
Valley to supply the Rangeview 
Metropolitan District, which will 
serve a planned new development 
on the old Lowry bombing range. 
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The conceptual pipeline route lies about 40 miles east of 
the Tri-Lakes area; local water providers could conceiv-
ably build a pipeline to move the water west.

However, northern El Paso County needs only about 
10,000 acre-feet per year; a pipeline of that length would 
be cost-prohibitive for a relatively modest volume of water. 
In addition, water quality is poor; the water is so alkaline 
and silt-laden that it will have to be treated before it is 
transported.

The Lower Arkansas Conservancy District has put 
themselves in the water business and is looking for cus-
tomers for a second pipeline originating in the Highline 
area, which is in the middle Arkansas Valley. The water 
quality is better, and the pipeline route would probably 
be located closer to the region. As yet the pipeline has no 
customers and cannot move forward.

Water-line break inside 
Holbein plant floods building

Duthie told board members that a 6-inch PVC pipe at-
tached to Filter 1 in the Holbein plant burst and flooded the 
south pump room over the weekend. The system alerted 
employees when the pumps stopped working. When tech-
nicians arrived, the water was deep enough to be above the 
raw water pumps but below the clear pumps.

Employees drained the system and put fans on the 
pumps, which started up Monday morning. The district 
did not experience any loss in production.

Duthie told board members that the filter valve had 
been sticking and slamming shut, which may have created 
enough pressure to burst the pipe. He said that Donala 
could install a cast-iron pipe that would be less subject 
to ruptures, but the weight of the pipe would cause other 
problems.

Power supply found insufficient 
for treatment plant expansion

Engineering consulting firm GMS finalized the design 
for the equalization basin. Weaver General Construction 
poured the footers and is pouring the walls. The next step 
is to build the influent station, which has almost completed 
the design phase. 

Engineers recently discovered that the current electri-
cal service does not provide enough power capacity for the 
finished plant. A second service line will be needed, which 
will create a second set of electrical bills, increasing the 
total power cost by about 35 percent. Currently, engineers 
for the project are considering two options for bringing in 
an additional line; both have drawbacks.

Duthie stated that although the equalization basin is 
behind, the expansion project as a whole is still on sched-
ule.

District wells: one down, one back up
Duthie reported that Well 2D was again operational. Tech-
nicians are still fine-tuning the computer system.

Well 2A’s production had dropped from 400 gallons 
per minute to 156 gallons per minute. The Arapaho well 
was scheduled for a redrill in 2008; Duthie said they may 
have to move the redrill up to this year.

Triview names new manager
Duthie announced that Triview Metro District manager 
Ron Simpson has given notice that he is leaving the dis-
trict to pursue consulting work. Widefield manager and El 
Paso County Water Authority President Larry Bishop will 
replace Simpson as manager.

Director Dick Durham was absent and excused from 
the meeting. Due to an executive session presentation by 
water consultant Gary Barber that began at 1:30 and ended 
at 2:50 p.m., the regular public meeting did not begin until 
2:55 p.m. The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.

**********
The next regular meeting of the Donala board will take 
place on July 19 at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala office, 15850 
Holbein Drive. Meetings are normally held on the third 
Wednesday of each month.

Corrections to May 17 meeting article
• The article stated incorrectly that in 1995 Mountain 

View Electric Association purchased what is now 
the Upper Monument Creek Wastewater Treatment 
Facility. Mountain View never purchased the plant; 
but had earlier leased the facility planning to diversify 
beyond power generation. Triview and Forest Lakes 
Metropolitan Districts still jointly owned the plant at 
that time. Mountain View then financed the upgrade 
of the facility to meet the state’s wastewater plant 
requirements and leased it to Donala.

• In 1999 Donala paid off the loan financed by Mountain 

View Electric, which made them part owners along 
with Triview and Forest Lakes. At that time an 
intergovernmental agreement was drawn up between 
the three districts based on each entity’s investment and 
capacity requirements.

• The article stated that Donala must receive a subdivision 
exemption from the County Commissioners in order to 
build. While normally the commissioners must approve 

a subdivision exemption, the owners of the facility 
argued that the rule did not apply, as the plant is not a 
housing subdivision. After many months of wrangling, 
the county’s planning commission signed off on the 
exemption without commissioner involvement.

• The wastewater plant expansion is expected to be 
complete by December, not June, of 2007.
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Forest View Acres Water District, June 22

Unger pleads guilty, gives back $300,000
By John Heiser

On June 22, at the regular monthly meeting of the Forest 
View Acres Water District (FVAWD) board of directors, 
it was announced that as part of a plea agreement to settle 
the criminal and civil suits against the district’s former 
contract office manager, Patricia Unger, she had pleaded 
guilty that day to theft of checks, a class 3 felony. Two 
other felony charges were dropped. As part of the agree-
ment, Unger immediately gave the district two cashier’s 
checks totaling $300,000. The sentence recommended to 
the judge under the terms of the agreement is six months 
with work release during the day, six years probation, and 
restitution of an additional $15,000 at $250 per month over 
six years. Any violation by Unger of the conditions would 
carry an immediate eight-year prison sentence. Unger’s 
sentencing is scheduled for Sept. 7. 

Contract water manager resigns
In an unrelated action, it was announced that Dan LaFon-
taine of Independent Water Services, the district’s contract 
water operations manager, had submitted his resignation 
effective Sept. 15. LaFontaine has been the district’s water 
operations manager for the past seven years. LaFontaine is 

responsible for maintaining the equipment and infrastruc-
ture and for managing all aspects of water delivery. 

LaFontaine said that a recent letter from the district 
regarding his alleged non-compliance with requirements 
of his contract was “the straw that broke the camel’s 
back.” LaFontaine said, “I put my heart and soul into this 
district. I feel I deserved more consideration.” He cited the 
protracted negotiations on the new contract and a lack of 
response from the board to concerns he raised. Noting the 
district’s use of management company Special District 
Management Services, Inc. (SDMS) for administrative, 
bookkeeping, billing, and accounting services, he added, 
“I’m too small a company. The district is going places 
I can’t follow.” In response to a question, he said, “I’m 
getting out of operations.” He concluded his remarks by 
expressing appreciation to the residents and the board for 
his time as the district’s operations manager. 

Background
The board consists of Rich Crocker, Ketch Nowacki, 
Barbara Reed-Polatty, Jeff Walker, and Eckehart Zim-
mermann. 
Lisa Johnson, SDMS district manager, serves as facilita-
tor and secretary at the board meeting. Deborah McCoy, 
President of SDMS, was also present. 
Attorney Paul Rufien provided legal advice. 

Appointment of officers
The following appointments were unanimously approved: 
Reed-Polatty, president, Johnson, secretary, and Zimmer-
mann, treasurer. The other board members were appointed 
assistant secretaries.

Financial matters
Johnson presented a list of claims paid through June 22 
totaling $7,753 that included $4,515 for LaFontaine’s ser-
vices and $1,088 for supplies and chemicals.
The net cash balance for all funds as of May 31 was 
$46,449. 

Johnson said the total for accounts payable is $155,111 
consisting of $59,969 due attorneys Petrock and Fendel, 
$79,316 due SDMS, and $15,826 due Rufien. Johnson add-
ed that the district’s total debt is $741,532.

Johnson reported that the district had received the 

Above: Patricia Unger confers with her attorney Tim 
Bussey in court June 22 prior to entering a plea of 
guilty on the charge of embezzling funds from the 
Forest View Acres Water District. Unger paid the water 
district $300,000 as partial restitution. Sentencing is 
set for September 7. If the judge accepts the plea 
bargain agreement, Unger’s sentence will include six 
months of work release incarceration and 6 years of 
probation. Photo by Fred Malmstrom
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$150,000 negotiated tap fee for the Red Rock Reserve 
Subdivision, formerly known as Raspberry Ridge and 
located north of Pixie Peak Road and west of Red Rock 
Ranch. The project involves 23 single-family lots on 67 
acres.

Operations report
LaFontaine said a leak was reported on May 7 and re-
paired May 19. He noted that during the excavation to 
repair the leak an unexpected water line was found and 
two lines were found to be not where they were shown on 
the district’s maps.

During May, the district’s surface plant produced 
2.68 million gallons, averaging 60 gallons per minute 
over 31 days. The district’s well in the Arapahoe aquifer 
produced 259,200 gallons, averaging 108.4 gallons per 
minute over 1.7 days. The net monthly production was 
2.91 million gallons.

Water sales for May totaled 2.07 million gallons. 
LaFontaine calculated the net loss from the system 

during May was 837,148 gallons or 28.8 percent of total 
system use. 

Disposition of the $300,000 restitution
Nowacki said that in addition to addressing the accounts 
payable, the $88,000 reserve account for the state loan 
should be restored. 

McCoy agreed and suggested that one year’s inter-
est on the loan be set aside as well.

The board unanimously approved McCoy’s sugges-
tion that the district deposit excess funds in a ColoTrust 
account. She said the account is like a money market ac-
count for governmental entities, earns about 5 percent, 

and the assets can be transferred to any of the district’s 
other accounts within about 24 hours.

The board decided to postpone further discussion on 
the disposition of the $300,000 and continued the meeting 
to June 26 at SDMS.

**********
The next meeting will be held July 27, 5:30 p.m., at Tri-
Lakes district station 1, 18650 Highway 105 (near the 
bowling alley). Board meetings are usually held on the 
fourth Thursday of each month. Those wishing to at-
tend should check the date, time, and location by calling  
SDMS at (800) 741-3254 or 488-2110. 

A work session is scheduled for Friday, July 14, 9 
a.m., at SDMS, 141 Union Blvd., Suite 150, in Lakewood.
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M o d e l s a v a i l a b l e
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             Screen Repair
                    Windows and  
                    Screen Doors

                    We come to you!

 Kurt 360-9559
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Tutoring
By very experienced educator 
For remedial & gifted students 

Montessori method or traditional 
Age 4 through middle school

(719) 337-6555

A Children’s Wonderland
Before School Care
Licensed Home Day Care #1532296

Breakfast Included 
USDA Program Participant

D-38 students - Now enrolling 
for 2006-2007 school year! 

Call Frances at 719-484-0777
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When talk therapy isn’t enough....
Shift old patterns - heal traumas and abuse
Empowerment to create positive changes in all areas of your life.
Bring us your baggage and we’ll lighten your load!

Summer Dance Classes!
Lots of Fun• All Ages • All Levels

Small Classes with Personal Attention
Call Cindy Today ~ 487-9204

14960 Woodcarver Rd. • www.cindysdancefactory.com

Vacation Bible School
July 24 – 28 • 9:30 – 12 noon

Little Log Church, Palmer Lake
481-2409 - www.littlelogchurch.net

GOOD NEWS CLUES!
SEARCHING FOR

NEW LIFE IN JESUS

PET ART PET ART 
Capture your pet’s unique personality in a 

finely detailed drawing by Sue Lynch

(719) 488-0616

TMTM
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Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, June 8

Drought affects allocation of Lake Woodmoor water
By Sue Wielgopolan

Drought conditions similar to those in 
2002 have delayed the anticipated use of 
Lake Woodmoor water as a supplemental 
drinking water supply. At the begin-
ning of 2006, Woodmoor manager Phil 
Steininger and his staff had hoped to be 
able to use lake water this summer to 
help fill demand during periods of peak 
use, which typically occur when irriga-
tion demand is highest. But precipitation 

this past winter was well below average. 
District staff decided that levels were in-
sufficient to comfortably use as irrigation 
and supplemental drinking supplies, and 
postponed use of lake water for drinking 
until at least this fall. 

The ability to store surface water 
from Monument Creek has given the 
district flexibility to better manage its 
resources. Mike Rothberg, consulting 
engineer for RTW, reported that the use 

of lake water for irrigating the Woodmoor 
Golf Course has so far sufficiently re-
duced demand on well supplies to enable 
existing pumping and treatment facilities 
to keep pace with customer needs.

Though a system enabling Lewis-
Palmer High School to also use Lake 
Woodmoor’s water instead of well sup-
plies for irrigation was recently com-
pleted, leaks and malfunctions have so far 
prevented its use. District staff expects to 
have the pipeline repaired soon, which 
will further reduce pressure on well sup-
plies.

General manager Phil Steininger 
asked Rothberg if he was “comfortable” 
that existing resources would be adequate 
to supply the district this summer without 
the new well, which will not be opera-
tional before the end of the year. Rothberg 
replied that although Woodmoor wouldn’t 
have “made it” through heavy use during 
the unusually dry month of May without 
use of the lake, he was confident that 
when the wells were up and running 
and the district’s demand management 
program was implemented, Woodmoor 
would be capable of meeting demand.

Steininger reviewed the progress 
of paperwork for the new well site to be 
located at the northwest corner of Higby 
and Fairplay. He said that the subdivision 
process with El Paso County development 
services to redivide the residential lot was 
90 percent complete. The Johnson family, 
owners of the property, have reviewed 

their requested deed restrictions and 
signed a letter of intent to sell. Bar-
ring complications, Woodmoor ex-
pects to close on the lot Aug. 21.

Woodmoor is presently working 
on design of the pipeline from the site 
to the South Treatment Plant. Geo-
technical (soils) evaluations should 
be completed in one to three weeks. 
Consulting firm Bishop and Brogden 
is close to completing the drilling 
specifications. After the district clos-
es on the property, a drilling contract 

will be put out for bid. Steininger hopes to 
have the well running by year’s end.
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment 

Facility will become 
self-managing

Benny Nasser, Woodmoor’s representa-
tive on the Joint Use Committee (JUC), 
said the group was working on a process 
for transitioning the Tri-Lakes Waste-
water Treatment plant into a stand-alone 
facility. The Joint Use Committee con-
sists of representatives from the boards of 
the three owners, Monument Sanitation 
District, Palmer Lake Sanitation District, 
and Woodmoor, as well as executive agent 
Steininger and plant manager Bill Burks. 
Woodmoor currently acts as administra-
tive agent. Woodmoor and the JUC would 
like to have the management transfer 90 
percent complete by the end of the year.

Nasser also said the JUC had changed 
its meeting date from the second Monday 
to the second Tuesday of each month to 
better accommodate committee mem-
bers’ schedules.

Transit loss study 
nearing completion

Steininger told the board that the transit 
loss study is expected to wrap up at the 
end of 2007. The study uses U.S. Geo-
logical Survey (USGS) gauging stations 
to measure flows at several points along 
Fountain and Monument creeks. Collected 
data are being used to create a computer 
model, which will be used by the state to 
monitor flows on a daily basis as well as 
determine the amount of water lost from 
both streams en route to the Arkansas.

The state engineer currently uses 
the same loss calculation for all streams. 
Study sponsors including Colorado 
Springs Utilities and the El Paso County 
Water Authority believe the loss to be sig-
nificantly less than the state’s estimates, 
and anticipate the study and model will 
support their case.

Once the study is complete and the 
computer model has been established, 
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19390 Greenwood Drive 
Monument

rossaschmidt@msn.com
719.481-5701

www.rossadvisors.com

The choices in today’s nancial 
marketplace are complex; there 
are over 10 types of retirement and 
college funding accounts that didn’t 
even exist 15 years ago. You need 
someone who has your long-term 
interests at heart, not a “Here today, 
gone tomorrow” investment sales-
person who’s only thinking about his 
or her commission.

“Most nancial advisors are just 
concerned about your stocks and 
bonds,” explains local nancial 
advisor Ross Schmidt. “I use a life 
integrated approach to analyzing 
your entire nancial position.”

“My clients come to me to get a better 
perspective of their nancial life 
– choosing investments, having the 
right amount of insurance, saving 
money on taxes, or all of these things 
together. Financial planning is a 
process, not an event.”

Ross looks at the big picture. He is 
a fee-only advisor who will help you 
nd out where you want to be ve, 
10, or even 20 years from today, then 
create a road map to get you there. 

“For most people, the process I follow 
is pretty eye-opening,” he explains. 
“At rst, they get excited about 

having direction in their nancial 
lives, then they begin to see how they 
will accumulate real wealth over 
time.”

Because everyone’s situation is 
different, Ross takes everything into 
account – your current investment 
portfolio, property holdings, tax 
strategies, your retirement plans (are 
they realistic?), and the estate you’ll 
leave to your heirs. 

Ross’s retainer is based on 
your income and net worth, 
focused on portfolio analysis and 
recommendations, tax planning 
and preparation, will preparation, 
insurance review, cash management, 
college funding and the all-
important, goal-setting. You can 
nd out more at his web site, 
www.rossadvisors.com.

Some clients need just a onetime 
consultation. Ross also provides a 
two hour Financial Fitness Review 
in which he reviews and provides 
recommendations for your top three 
nancial concerns. This service starts 
at $650.

“Once you combine your fnancial 
goals with a solid plan, you’ll be 
amazed at the results you achieve.”
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Mental Health Services
• Child, Adolescent and Adult Psychotherapy
• Family Therapy                Couples Counseling
• Functional Nutrition and Health Counseling

Parent/Family Education
• “Beautiful Beginnings”

Interactive, child-friendly workshops for families 
of newborns, infants, and toddlers. 

And Introducing...  Five Essence Acupuncture &
   Deahna’s Grove Massage
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Please call for schedules and appointments

Rebecca 
Albright

MSW, LCSW

Cheryl 
Scharp, BAed 
Mstrs Lvl Cnslr

Diane E. 
Craft 

LPC, CAC III

Jennifer
Farmer

Dipl. Lic. Ac.

Deahna 
Brown 

LMT, CYT

Bring In This Ad To Take Advantage of These Special Offers

2 Additional
Months FREE

with New
Mailbox Rental

FedEx, UPS, US Mail
Mailbox Rental
Business Cards & Stationery
Lamination
Freight Capabilities

High Quality Photocopying
Fax Service - Send/Receive

Greeting Cards
Office Supplies

Free Pickup (restrictions apply)

10% OFF
All Shipping & 
Moving  Boxes

79¢ each
Letter Size

Color Copies

10% OFF
UPS & FedEx 

Shipping

Jackson Creek Crossing Center
1042 W Baptist Road
Near King Soopers

Phone:  719.481.6700 FAX:  719.481.9239
M-F      9 AM - 5:30 PM
Sat       9 AM - 3 PM
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contributing agencies can 
“plug in” to the system online. 
Steininger told the board that the 
district’s participation in the cost 
of the transit loss project is im-
portant because the district will 
be able to quantify the amount 
of effluent it puts into Monument 
Creek on a day-by-day basis in-
stead of accepting the state’s esti-
mate. More water credits will be 
available for sale or to trade for 
water pulled from the creek and 
stored in Lake Woodmoor. By 
state permit, Woodmoor is autho-
rized to use effluent as replace-
ment for an equivalent amount of 
water diverted upstream.

The USGS is conducting 
the study and will continue to 
monitor and maintain the sta-
tions and model once the study 
is complete. Steininger estimated 
that Woodmoor’s share, which 
is flow-based, will probably run 
$7,000 to $8,000 yearly.
Water Group continues 

to seek cooperation with 

Colorado Springs
Rocky relations between the city 
of Colorado Springs and northern 
El Paso County communities con-
tinue to impact discussions about 
the possibility of cooperation 
with Colorado Springs Utilities 
in bringing renewable water to 
the Tri-Lakes region. The Palmer 
Divide Water Group (PDWG) 
views the Southern Delivery 
System as a regional project and 
seeks inclusion as a cost-sharing 
partner. If approved, the pipeline 
will bring Arkansas water north 
to Colorado Springs.

Although northern El Paso 
County is outside the boundar-
ies of the Fry-Ark project, and 
therefore not legally entitled to 
surface water supplied through it, 
PDWG members hope to eventu-
ally purchase independent rights 
from holders in the lower Arkan-
sas Basin and use the pipeline to 
transport the water.

The Colorado Springs City 
Council is hesitant to join forces 

with areas outside city bound-
aries, arguing that those com-
munities take advantage of city 
benefits without paying the taxes 
that support those amenities. In 
addition, commercial develop-
ment beyond city limits draws 
sales taxes away from Colorado 
Springs. Some council members 
assert that additional water sup-
plies will encourage further 
growth in those communities. 

The PDWG has commis-
sioned economic consulting firm 
Bamberger and Associates to 
conduct a study quantifying the 
positive financial contributions 
of the Tri-Lakes area to the Colo-
rado Springs economy.

Meter replacement 
program about one-third 

complete
District engineer Jessie Shaffer 
reported that approximately 970 
combination meter/transponder 
units had been replaced so far, 
which comes to just over one-
third of the total. Woodmoor 

plans to replace only those me-
ters that are at least five years 
old. In about 300 newer units, 

technicians will replace just the 
transponder, an electronic signal-
ing device that enables the meter 

Call 492-3974 for a Free Market Analysis to determine the Value of Your Home!!

T HE FINEST HOMES,
SERVICE AND RESULTS

Insert MR 
Photo Here

Your North Colorado Springs 
Resident Real Estate Expert

mrudolph@stuartscottltd.com
(719) 578-8801 ext. 122

(719) 492-3974 Cell

Mark Rudolph

Insert Photo 1

PANORAMIC MOUNTAIN VIEWS
*  Largest Lot *  4,585 Sq. Ft. * Quality 
Goetzmann Built * 5Bed/ 3Bath/ 3Car * 
Ranch Floorplan * Hardwood * Office 

* .75 Acres * Deck with Hot Tub * Killer 
Mountain Views * Bar & Ent. Center * 

SOUTHERN EXPOSURE
Impeccable * 3Bed/ 3Bath/ 2Car * Front 

Range Views * Close to Carson * Rec
Room with Bar and space for 

Theater * Huge Deck * WalkOut * RV 
Parking * Perfectly Landscaped *

Insert Photo 2

WOODMEN VALLEY WONDER
* Park-Like Setting * 4Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car * 
D-20 * Fireplace * Views * Squeeky Clean 
* Lots of Hardwood * Granite * Walk-Out

Lower to Huge Flat Yard and Lush 
Gardens * 

Insert Photo 3 Insert Photo 4

WOLF RANCH
* Why Wait for New? * 5Bed/ 4Bath/ 3Car 
* D-20 * A/C and Fireplace *  Upgraded 

2004 John Laing Home * Fully Land-
scaped * Built-ins * Close to Powers 

Corridor * 

488-5776

ConnectConnect
Back to Back to 
Fitness!Fitness!
First Month  
Only $20! 

*With EFT registration.
New students only.

Joining fee $25. 
Not valid with other offers.  
No refund or cash value.

Offer expires 7/31/06. 

Jazzercise
Sundance Studio  
1450 Cipriani Loop, Monument 
     6:00 am M/W/F 
     7:45 am M/W/F 

9:15 am M/T/W/Th/F* 
6:00 pm M/T/W/Th 

    7:45 am & 9:15 am Sat 
4:00 pm Sun 

*Childcare available  

Jr. Jazzercise
Sundance Studio  
1450 Cipriani Loop, Monument 

9:15 am M/F 

All Fitness Levels Welcome

Firs
t

Firs
t

Month
Month

Only $20!

Only $20!**

Ask About Personal Training Classes!

• Children & Adult Eye Exams
• Laser Vision Consultant
• Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses

We Match Faces 
and Frames!

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D.Authorized Oakley Dealer

Woodmoor’s
own Sarah
Berton, avid 
biking,
camping and 
swimming
enthusiast, is 
frame-styled
to suit her 
very active 
lifestyle!

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF$40 OFF
Comprehensive Eye Exam

May exclude some insurance plans. 
Good through 8/31/06

488-9595
In Monument

Behind Taco Bell

www.premiervision.com
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to be read remotely. Units installed around 
or after November 2005 are current and do 
not need to be updated.

The process has been running 
smoothly. Residents have been coopera-
tive overall, with the vast majority of ho-
meowners scheduling appointments after 
the first or second mailed notice.

Steininger credits Shaffer’s incentive 
program with helping to motivate staff 
and keep the project on schedule. The 
program rewards technicians and office 
staff involved in the project by sharing 
savings resulting from reduced contract 
labor costs.
Homeowner seeks financial as-

sistance for diversion wall
Homeowner Christina Famiglietti asked 
that the board assist with the cost of build-
ing a diversion wall uphill from her fami-
ly’s home on Wolverine Way. On May 16, 
Woodmoor’s water main on Fairplay split. 
Water from the main poured into the Fami-
glietti home, which sits downhill from the 
road, causing significant damage.

Though the district was not directly 
to blame for the incident, Famiglietti 
contends that an earlier repair, which 
was made necessary when cable company 
Adelphia ruptured the main during exca-
vation, made the line more vulnerable to 
breaks.

Firefighters responding to the emer-
gency had attempted to dig trenches to 
divert the flow of water around the house. 
She said that she and her husband had re-
ceived a bid of between $4,000 and $6,000 
to build a low wall uphill from the home 
which should direct any water resulting 
from future breaks to the periphery of 
their property. 

Operations superintendent Randy 
Gillette, in speaking for the district, told 
Famiglietti that the repair to which she 
referred conformed to industry accepted 
practice and that the split was coinciden-
tal. Several board members expressed 
their sympathy for the family’s hardship, 
but agreed that subsidizing a retaining 
wall could set a costly precedent.

The directors thanked Famiglietti for 
her time, and decided to further discuss 
the matter and confer with attorney Smith 
in executive session.

After executive session, the board 
announced it had decided to deny Fami-
glietti’s request.

Woodmoor establishes reim-
bursement policy for water 

main and sewer breaks
An unusually high number of water main 
breaks during the past several months 
resulted in several large damage claims 
being submitted to the Woodmoor district. 
Previously, requests for reimbursement 
had been settled without the benefit of 
written guidelines. Attorney Erin Smith 
urged the board to adopt a formal policy to 
guide district decisions related to payment 
of claims.

She emphasized that state law ex-
empts water and sanitation districts from 
liability related to damages except in cases 
of neglect, or improper use or installation 
of infrastructure. Though Woodmoor has 
frequently paid on damage claims regard-
less of liability, Smith pointed out that the 
district was under no legal obligation to 
do so.

She then discussed the details of the 
two proposed resolutions establishing 
guidelines for the settlement of claims; one 
for sanitary sewer backups and breaks, the 
other for water main breaks. As it has in the 
past, the district will continue to consider 
all claims and deny payment or reimburse 
part or all of the requested amount for 
non-liability claims based on a first-come, 

first-served basis until it reaches the limit 
of its no-fault insurance policy. Claims in-
volving Woodmoor liability will be settled, 
from district funds if necessary.

As per Steininger’s request, Smith 
suggested the board also add authoriza-
tion for the manager to approve a limited 
amount of reimbursement where immedi-
ate remediation or stabilization is needed, 
such as in the case of a sewer backup.

Board members voted unanimously to 
pass the resolutions.

Wells and treatment facility 
readied for summer season

Rothberg reported that the drop pipe and 
pump for Arapahoe Well 11 had been re-
installed and AmWest was working on the 
electrical connections. By lowering the 
pump 400 feet, the district is hoping to 
achieve a yield of 200 gallons per minute. 
Well 15 is also currently down. The district 
sent the pump to Casper, Wyo., for repairs. 
Because the pump had been pulled and the 
well cleaned three years ago, district staff 
felt it was unnecessary to do it again. The 
well should be up and running sometime 
in July.

After operating for nearly 10 years, 
the motor on Dawson Well 2 failed. 
Though the well is a low producer at 25 to 
30 gallons per minute, it has been reliable. 
The district plans to replace the motor, but 
because there is plenty of water over the 
pump, it will not be lowered. Well 2 should 
be working again by the end of July.

Expansion of the Central Water 
Treatment Facility is complete. The third 
Trident filter unit has been installed and is 
up and running. Woodmoor staff is waiting 
on final drawings. Installation of the third 
filter enables the treatment facility to keep 
pace with pumping capacity.

Construction in the district
• The utilities are nearly complete for 

Walters Commons Filing II, which is 
adjacent to the cloverleaf off Higby 
Road. Pulte Homes will begin selling 
units soon.

• WED, LLC’s subcontractor will begin 
installing water and sewer for the 
Village Center at Woodmoor Filing 
II within two weeks. The developer 
will also improve the intersection at 

Knollwood Drive and Highway 105 and 
install traffic lights, as well as relocate 
water lines and a fire hydrant.

• Misty Acres subdivision, Filing II, Lot 
27, which is actually a subdivision of 
a large lot within Filing II, intends to 
submit construction plans for water and 
sewer improvements soon. Contractors 
are presently installing infrastructure 
on Misty Acres Filing I. When that 
phase is complete, they will move on to 
the larger portion of Misty Acres Filing 
II not including Lot 27. Misty Acres is 
located east of Monument Hill Road.

Water conservation and other items of 
interest
• The board mailed out its Demand 

Management Program pamphlets with 
May’s bill. One customer said their 
sprinkler clock could not be set to water 
every third day.

• Water conservation materials, including 
several books on xeriscaping, will 
be available at the office. A free 
xeriscape booklet by Garden Centers 
of Colorado will also be available. The 
water conservation poster contest was 
deemed a success, and Steininger plans 
to sponsor a similar contest again next 
year. Thank-you letters will be mailed to 
participating schools, as well as requests 
for input. Steininger thanked the judges, 
who contributed over eight hours of 
their time to review submissions and 
select the winners.

• Waste plant manager Burks attended 
a meeting in Monument to discuss 
development of an emergency-
preparedness plan. The Woodmoor 
district will work on details for its own 
plan during the summer.

The public portion of the meeting was 
adjourned at 2:35 p.m. and the board went 
into executive session to consider the ac-
quisition of water, excess water policy, 
and to receive attorney instruction regard-
ing negotiations. The next meeting of the 
Woodmoor board will take place on July 
13 at 1 p.m. at the Woodmoor office, 1845 
Woodmoor Drive. Meetings are normally 
held the second Thursday of the month.

MONUMENT - A new report 
has just been released which re-
veals 7 costly mistakes that most 
homeowners make when selling 
their homes, and a 9 Step System 
that can help you sell your home
fast and for the most amount of 
money.
     This industry report shows 
clearly how the traditional ways 
of selling homes have become in-
creasingly less and less effective 
in today’s market.  The fact of the 
matter is that fully three quarters 
of homesellers don’t get what 
they want for their homes and be-
come disillusioned and –worse-
financially disadvantaged when 
they put their homes on the mar-
ket.
     As this report uncovers, most 
homesellers make 7 deadly mis-

takes that cost them literally thou-
sands of dollars. The good news 
is that each and every one of 
these mistakes is entirely prevent-
able.
     In answer to this issue, indus-
try insiders have prepared a free 
special report entitled, The 9 Step 
System to Get Your Home Sold 
Fast and for Top Dollar.

To hear a brief recorded mes-
sage about how to order your 
free copy of this report, call 1-
800-607-0359 and enter 
ID#3000.  You can call any 
time, 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week or visit www.
MonumentHomeSoldFast.com.

Call NOW to find out how you 
can get the most money for your 
home.

Why 3/4 of Homesellers Don’t Get the 
Price They Want for Their Homes

This report is courtesy of Barb Schlinker, Parker St. Claire Realty Company.
Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale.  © Copyright 2006

Paid Advertisement
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By Susan Hindman
Wescott firefighters will get a new pumper 
engine, after board members discussed 
at length and then voted to spend up to 
$330,000 on a new one. The board had 
been contemplating the purchase for sev-
eral months, as a replacement for an aging 
pumper. 

Three of the five directors—Brian 
Ritz, Joe Potter, and Dave Cross—were 
in attendance, as were Chief Jeff Edwards, 
Assistant Chief Vinny Burns, and Admin-
istrative Assistant Ginette Ritz. 

Chief’s report
Training updates: Edwards said three 
people have completed a wildland fire 
behavior class, which is a prerequisite to 
becoming a squad boss. 
Station 2 is hosting a Firefighter I class, 
and 15 students are signed up. Training is 
ongoing for Fire Officer I and Fire Instruc-
tor I. 

In addition, Edwards and Burns and 
director Joe Potter had attended the Spe-
cial District Association (SDA) regional 
workshop on June 20.
Staffing: Eight new volunteers have been 
recruited; one is a paramedic, which brings 
the total number of medics on staff to five. 
In addition, a new hire has allowed Burns 
to come off-line and return to administra-
tive tasks as assistant chief. 

He noted that the district participated 
in a mass casualty exercise with Colorado 
Springs on June 9.
Recent fires: Over the last month, he 
said, the district assisted in the wildland 
fire in Woodmen Valley in northern Colo-
rado Springs and a structure fire in Monu-
ment. Edwards said Wescott was the third 
company to respond to the wildland fire, 
arriving with a brush truck and tender in 
12 minutes, and even though the crew was 
gone for eight hours, the district remained 
staffed with four firefighters. 

“City fire (department) has been bear-
ing a lot of the brunt of this particular fire, 
but people need to know that area is in the 
county,” Edwards said. “The (city’s) chief 
acted according to the response matrix. … 
It was a county call. The city was there 
and the county sent its units. All units 
and all agencies performed excellent, and 
there was no loss of life or property and no 
equipment failure that has been reported to 
date. … All in all, we couldn’t ask for bet-
ter response or a better outcome.”

The only snag involved a communica-
tion problem. 

“We had one issue with the Air Force 
Academy (fire department), which works 
off a whole other radio system … so it 
took awhile for someone from the city 
and county to link up with them by radio,” 
Edwards said. 

A follow-up meeting is planned for 
June 27 to review that problem and to go 
over the actions of all agencies and the 
entire call step by step. 

Edwards also noted that a structure 
fire in Gleneagle is still under investiga-
tion. He added he has been offering fire-
wise mitigation advice to a number of 

residents.
May run report: Edwards said there were 
80 calls, bringing the total for the year to 
438, a 27 percent decrease from last year. 
He included a sheet with the call report that 
indicated peak call hours are 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m., nearly the same as last year. 

He said he expects more lightning 
calls (which is what started the Monument 
structure fire). “A majority of structural 
fires this time of year are caused by light-
ning,” he said. “They just go undetected. 
They sit in (attics); they fester and build up 
heat, and then explode.”

Other money, acquisition, 
publicity matters

Newly elected board members Cross, 
Gould, and Sullivan will begin receiving 
more money for attending board meetings. 
A resolution to change compensation from 
$75 per meeting to $100 passed. Since the 
resolution covers only board members 
elected July 1, 2005, and after, Ritz and 
Potter—halfway through their four-year 
terms—are not eligible for the increase.

The treasurer’s report was reviewed 
briefly, and it was noted that the district 
was where it should be at this point in the 
year. 

Because of a new ruling requiring ex-
ecutive sessions to be taped, the board will 
look into purchasing a recording system. 
The rule will be effective in August.

Edwards said a new Life-Pac 12 was 
obtained for $17,045, in part with grant 
money, and is now in operation on Engine 
1. It meets an upgraded county standard for 
equipment. 

Potter said that at the SDA workshop 
the previous day, he learned that the 
director of SDA was unaware of 
Wescott’s donation of a fire truck 
to the Henry Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment in Louisiana in April. This led 
Potter to request that the district 
submit a press release or summary 
report about it, to ensure it is men-
tioned at the annual SDA conference 
in Keystone in September. “I think 
the district ought to get some kind of 
recognition for it,” he said. 

Merits of repairing old 
pumper debated prior to 

approval of new one
There was a lengthy discussion 
about the bid of $40,585 that the 
district received for overhauls of 
the engine and transmission in the 
ailing 1988 pumper. The bid did not 
include needed repairs of the truck’s 
pump, frame, and electrical system. 

“We don’t have a reliable sec-
ond pumper. The immediate need 
is for two reliable pumpers, set up 
identically to serve the community,” 
Edwards said, adding that since the 
district has been modernizing the 
fleet, “this would be the last big pur-
chase that we’d have to do.”

Firefighter Jim Rackl, who 
was part of the district’s apparatus 
committee, which developed the 

specifications for the new pumper, said 
that the money invested in repairs to the 
existing truck would not be recovered if 
the truck were sold in a few years. “There’s 
not a very good return on investment if 
you’re looking at the short term,” he said. 
“If you’re looking 20 years down the road 
(before selling the overhauled truck), then 
it’s worth it.”

Ritz said the general feeling was that 
having a solid backup (truck) is manda-
tory, and a lease-purchase of a new truck 
is the only way to accomplish that. The 
agreement for a new engine would be with 
the Central States division of Rosenbauer 
America, which was selected from five 
bids. 

“I ask myself, is this a fiscally respon-
sible act?” said Ritz. “Equipment is the 

primary expense of any business. We’ve 
got the manpower, we’ve got the training, 
and we have to give them the tools.”

Wells Fargo has already approved 
a $400,000 loan, but the board voted to 
spend no more than $330,000 for the lease-
purchase agreement. The loan details 
(terms, conditions, payment schedule) will 
be worked out by Cross, who is treasurer.

Note: The contract for the engine was 
signed after this meeting on June 23.

The meeting, which began at 7 p.m., 
adjourned at 8:50 p.m. and went into ex-
ecutive session to discuss pay issues. 

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District, June 21

Lease-purchase for new pumper approved

.
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By Susan Hindman
In a brief meeting, the Woodmoor-Monu-
ment district board reviewed the budget 
and heard Fourth of July plans. Three of 
the five directors were present: Tim Miller, 
Si Sibell, and Bill Ingram.

Although a few accounts are exceed-

ing planned expenditures, the district is 
operating overall at 5.5 percent under 
budget, with $992,980 in the bank, accord-
ing to the report prepared by treasurer Bob 
Hansen, who was absent.

Battalion Chief Mike Dooley said he 
will have an ambulance, crew, and brush 

truck at the Fourth of July fireworks in 
Palmer Lake. Because of the fire danger 
this year, he said, only one truck will be in 
the holiday parade in Monument.

The meeting, which began at 7 p.m., 
ended at 7:11 p.m., and directors waited 
for the Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District 

meeting to end before meeting jointly as 
the Fire Rescue Authority. That meeting 
began at 7:55 p.m., with six of the 10 mem-
bers in attendance.

Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District, June 28

Station 2 issues discussed in private
By Elizabeth Hacker

Three of the five directors, Rick Barnes, 
John Hildebrandt, and President Charlie 
Pocock, along with Battalion Chief Bryan 
Jack and Fire Chief Robert Denbroske, 
were in attendance at the Tri-Lakes FPD 
meeting. Directors Keith Duncan and John 
Hartling were absent. 

In response to Hildebrandt’s question 
regarding how many meetings a director 
could miss before they could be dismissed, 
chief Denbroske responded that the bylaws 
stated three excused absences. Hildeb-
randt noted that Duncan had missed at 
least three consecutive meetings and that 
one month they had to cancel the meeting 
because they didn’t have a quorum. Den-
broske responded that Duncan was away 
on business.

The agenda was approved after a rec-
ommendation by Pocock to move the dis-

cussion of Fire Station 2 into the executive 
session. Hildebrandt responded that he did 
not think the discussion needed to go into 
executive session but voted with the other 
directors to amend the agenda.

Financial report
Treasurer Hildebrandt reported that as 
of the end of May, the district’s expenses 
were in good shape. Even though the rev-
enues for fire service were a little under 
the estimate for May, the income from the 
ambulance service was exceeding expecta-
tions and would more than make up for 
the shortfall. He added that the shortfall 
was expected because the district is now 
providing health insurance for staff de-
pendents and because of the duplication in 
billing for telephone service from PCI and 
Qwest for Station 2. Denbroske responded 
that they had renegotiated the telephone 
contract, and the duplication would be 

eliminated. Hildebrandt reported that 
expenses for staff training were 2 percent 
under estimate at this time. He added that 
the district has received about 52 percent 
of the anticipated property tax revenue for 
the year.

Fire Station 2 update
Hildebrandt commented on the public’s 
response to a letter that the district had 
sent to the contractor expressing concern 
over alleged less-than-satisfactory work-
manship. He noted that he intended to hold 
the contractor accountable because public 
money was used to finance the building. 
He reported that the debris in the pipe un-
der concrete was unacceptable and would 
be costly to repair. Director Barnes noted 
that if there were problems with the design, 
he would take responsibility since he was 
the architect for the building.

Executive session

At 7:20 p.m., the board went into execu-
tive session to discuss Fire Station 2. At 7:
55 p.m., the board came out of executive 
session.

A motion to retain attorney Bob Win-
ter for Tri-Lakes FPD regarding issues 
related to Fire Station 2 was approved.

Meeting adjourned at 7:58.
**********

The Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District 
board normally meets the fourth Wednes-
day of each month. The next meeting is 
scheduled for July 27, at 7 p.m., immedi-
ately preceding the Tri-Lakes-Monument 
Fire Authority board meeting at Tri-Lakes 
district station 1, 18650 Highway 105 (near 
the bowling alley).

For more information, call Chief 
Denboske at 481-2312 or visit www.tri-
lakesfire.com.

Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District, June 28

High fire danger limits district’s participation in parade
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By Susan Hindman
Financial Report

Treasurer John Hildebrandt reported that 
the district is about 2 percent under bud-
get. A total of $1,771,405 has been received 
for the year, with another large influx of 
money expected from property taxes in 
July. Offsetting a shortfall in the specific 
ownership tax was the revenue received 
from ambulance calls. 

Identity theft presentation
Representatives of Prepaid Legal Services 
Inc., based in Colorado Springs, gave a 
presentation to the board about two pro-
grams of services the company offers. One 
involves identity theft protection, and the 
other is a “legal shield” of services that 
would allow members to have access to 
attorneys for contract and document re-
view, will preparation, legal help in case of 
a court case stemming from an accident, 
IRS audits, and more. Restoration of iden-
tity is a key component to the identity theft 
program. 

The Identity Theft Shield would cost 
$9.95 a month; the prepaid legal services 
would be $14.95 a month. Firefighters and 
their families would be covered, and mem-
bership would be paid through payroll de-
ductions. Individual board members could 

also get coverage, but not as part of the 
firefighters’ group, since the board is not 
on the payroll; extra fees would be charged 
them as well.

Because the program would be a pay-
roll deduction and not a cost to the district, 
Hildebrandt said the firefighters would 
have to let the board know if they wanted 
the service. 

48/96 schedule unresolved
A radically different work schedule was 
proposed last month, called the 48/96 
schedule, which would have firefighters 
working 48 hours straight and then 96 
hours off. Between 50 and 80 stations 
across the country are using this schedule, 
and its results are still being studied.

Chief Rob Denboske and Battalion 
Chief Bryan Jack reported that the union 
had not yet gotten feedback from other 
stations using this schedule, the Fire Au-
thority’s physician had not responded, and 
VFIS, the district’s insurance carrier, also 
had not made a determination about the 
potential schedule change. 

Board members are seeking the feed-
back, which will help them make a deci-
sion on whether to approve the schedule. 
Denboske and Jack were asked to take the 
initiative and contact other fire districts—

especially those in Colorado—that use 
that schedule.

The schedule is controversial be-
cause on the one hand, it creates work 
hours that benefit firefighters but on the 
other poses safety issues because of the 
potential for firefighters to be awake for 
48 hours straight. Firefighter and chief 
mechanic Ken Cox registered his concern 
from a maintenance standpoint, saying 
he is worried about the potential for acci-
dents caused by drivers who are too tired 
to be at the wheel. 

Hildenbrandt stressed that he would 
like to see in the plan how management 
will “identify, monitor, and handle” is-
sues that come up.

Other matters
Jack read a letter the department had re-
ceived from the owners of the Monument 
home that had been struck by lightning 
earlier in the month. He complimented 
the crews that had responded.  (See pic-
ture below.)

Denboske was asked to update the 
board on the phone system since convert-
ing to voice-over Internet phone service. 
Problems with the system have prevented 
even board members from reaching any-
one at the station; they have had to use 
personal cell phones to communicate. 
“The phone system still needs to be 
tweaked,” Denboske said.

The board went into executive ses-
sion at 8:48 p.m. to discuss personnel 
matters.

**********
The Woodmoor-Monument Fire Protec-
tion District will meet at 7 p.m. July 26 
at Tri-Lakes district Station 1, 18650 
Highway 105 (near the bowling alley). 
The Fire Authority meeting will follow 
the meetings of both the Woodmoor and 
Tri-Lakes districts that evening. For more 
information, call Chief Denboske at 481-
2312 or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com.

Above: June 8 structure fire in Monument as seen from Jackson Creek Parkway. 
The fire was reportedly started by lightning. Mount Herman is in the background. 
Photo by John Heiser

Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Rescue Authority, June 28

Lack of feedback prevents decision on schedule change

Above: Fire Academy Class Graduation June 1 at Lewis-Palmer High School. All 11 of the 
entrants completed. Top row left to right: Ilene Presworsky, Marcus Matthynssens, Jason Kelsey, 
Jamal Bagley, Bjarne “B” Moberg, Eric Chase (Class Leader). Bottom row left to right: Jonathan 
Tavares, Franz Hankins (Outstanding Scholar), Chris DeLaRosa, Tyler Bronzan, Alice Gohlke. 
Each of the candidates has  become a probationary firefighter for the TLMFRA. All but one of the 
graduates are certified EMT-Basics, which means, as volunteers, they are certified to respond to 
fire and medical emergencies in the Tri-Lakes area. Photo by JoAnn McNabb
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Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board of Education, June 15

Board bids farewell to Superintendent Dilley
By John Heiser

The Lewis-Palmer District 38 School 
Board meeting June 15 was retiring Su-
perintendent Dave Dilley’s last. Near the 
end of the meeting, the board members 
gave Dilley a plaque and expressed thanks 
for his 11 years with the district and three 

years as superintendent. Former school 
board member Hugh Eaton and his wife, 
current board member Dee Dee Eaton, 
gave Dilley a hand-made quilted wall 
hanging. 

Dilley expressed appreciation to the 
district and took the opportunity to ad-

dress an issue associated with site selection 
for the second high school. He said some 
have misinterpreted the phrase “regional 
high school” to mean that it is intended 
to attract students from Douglas County. 
He said the phrase merely distinguishes 
high schools from schools like elementary 
schools that serve a particular neighbor-
hood. He added that although elementary 
schools have been opened to enrollment of 
Douglas County students, Lewis-Palmer 
High School has been closed to such stu-
dents, and the middle schools have been 
closed to them for the past year. He noted 
that enrollments from outside the district 
are subject to a one-year agreement. He 
added that such enrollments are being used 
to ensure that the district shows 3 percent 
enrollment growth per year to preserve its 
capacity to issue bonds.

Regarding the second high school 
site selection controversy, Dilley said to 
the board, “You don’t deserve the outrage 
being directed at you. I have seen nothing 
but integrity.”

To the board and administrative 
council, he said, “You have a great school 
district. I am in awe of the superintendents 
that have preceded me. I am proud to have 
been a part of it. I never dreamed I would 
be superintendent. It has been the highlight 
of my professional career.”

Earlier in the meeting, the board ad-
dressed a number of other topics, includ-
ing:
• A high school student’s courage 

and persistence – Meghan McLaws 
addressed the board with the assistance 
of her mother, Deborah Samek. Meghan 
survived a near-fatal single car accident 
Sept. 9 and has fought back and was able 
to graduate with her senior class in May. 
McLaws suffered a broken neck and jaw 
and severed windpipe and connections 
to her vocal cords. She spent nine 
weeks in the ICU and is scheduled for 
additional surgery in July. She thanked 
Dilley; high school Principal Mark 

Brewer and the students and faculty 
for their letters, musical productions in 
the hallways of the ICU, and support; 
and Grace Best Elementary School 
Principal Alexis Miller Gibbore and the 
Grace Best staff for all of their support. 
She concluded, “My journey is far from 
over, but I was able to move forward 
with the help of the whole district. Not 
many school districts would have joined 
together to help one student, but that is 
what sets District 38 apart from every 
other district in the state, even in the 
nation. Thank you.”

• YMCA plans – Merv Bennett, president 
and CEO of the YMCA of the Pikes 
Peak Region, updated the board on the 
YMCA’s building plans and funding 
campaign. Bennett said it hopes to break 
ground in early 2007 on the first phase of 
its planned $11.8 million facility west of 
the high school at the northwest corner 
of Jackson Creek Parkway and Higby 
Road. The construction is estimated to 
take about 10 months. Bennett said the 
YMCA is relying on local support and 
has commitments for $5 million so far. 
The first phase will consist of 45,000 
square feet of space. Phase 2, which 
would include a competition-sized 
swimming pool, would expand the total 
area to 110,000 square feet. Bennett said 
the YMCA is interested in partnering 
with the school district on the second 
phase of the facility. He added that the 
YMCA has a long history of partnering 
with school districts. He suggested the 
school might build that portion of the 
facility and the YMCA would operate 
it. Board President Jes Raintree said the 
proximity of the facility to the school 
would be a tremendous benefit to the 
district. Director Gail Wilson termed it, 
“An exciting opportunity.”

• Garland, Carter, Mitchell, and Grider 
receive commendations – Dilley 
presented commendations to Hal 
Garland, director of transportation, and 

Childrens Choice
www.childrenschoice.us

Your neighborhood child development specialists in 
historic downtown Monument since 1993.

We are proud to announce that as a part of our continuing commitment 
to quality, we have recently partnered with the Colorado Merit Program 
and Qualistar of Colorado. Our goal is to be even better than ever in 
our service to all children ages 12 months to 12 years.

• Longtime, highly qualified teaching 
staff certified in CPR & 1st Aid

• Developmentally appropriate 
programs for all children 
12 months to 12 years

• Committed to a multi-cultural,
anti-biased philosophy

• Hot lunch and snacks prepared in 
our kitchen - kid friendly and 
nutritious menus

• 1⁄2 day and full day preschool

• Before & after school programs
• Transportation to & from most 

District 38 elementary schools
• Kindergarten readiness skills
• Homework assistance
• Summer camp
• Vacation camps
• Programs during elementary 

school closures
• Open year round with 

year round enrollment

Please drop in or phone for a tour.
We would love to show you our school!

77 Third Street · 488-0884
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 - 6:30

St. Peter�s Catholic School 
124 First Street, Monument, Colorado 80132 

We are happy to announce 
our new  

Second GradeSecond GradeSecond GradeSecond Grade!
Colleen O�Shea, our Second Grade teacher, 

joins our staff.   
In addition, Louise Keough, our First Grade teacher,  

and Shebly Hoetzel & Leticia Arroyo, our Kindergarten teachers,  
welcome you to St. Peter Catholic School.  Come check us out! 

We are also offering an Afternoon Kindergarten Enrichment Program.
We welcome all students from other schools to this program! 

Preschool openings, ages 3-5, are still available.  Contact us to enroll! 

Call or visit to enroll: 
            Peggy McFarland             Fr. Bob Jaeger  
            School Director              Pastor   

719-481-1855 
www.petertherock.org 

St. Peter Pride 
In CHRIST 

Honesty 

Chara
cte

r Respect

Truth

Service 

Integrity
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10%
OFF
with this ad

Expires 7/31/06

NEW ITEMS: BBQ Beef Sandwich! Chicken Wings!!
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Jim Carter, supervisor of maintenance 
services, for their behind-the-scenes 
work to keep the schools ready for 
students, in spite of snow, flooding, 
and other adversities. Albert (Mitch) 
Mitchell and Dale Grider received 
commendations from Dilley for their 
great job working as a team and being 
flexible to keep the Learning Center 
ready for the various needs of groups.

• Palmer Lake Marshal Smith receives 
commendation – Dale Smith was 
commended for 31years of support to 
the school district in his position as 
Palmer Lake marshal. In presenting the 
commendation, Garland noted that no 
District 38 request was too great or too 
small for Smith to assist, from arranging 
for federal grant funding for emergency 
practice exercises to helping a lost 5-
year-old found wandering barefoot.

• 2006-07 School District budget – The 
board approved the 2006-07 school 
district budget and capital reserve plan 
as presented following a public hearing 
during which no questions or comments 
were received.

• District Capital Assets Catalog plan 
– Ray Blanch, executive director for 
assessment, research & technology, 
and Carter discussed a new Web-based 
database being developed to help plan 
facility needs in keeping with the 
board’s commitment to maintaining 
and improving the condition of district 
facilities. The computer program will 
produce needs assessments and cost 
estimates and will give various reports 
to help analyze and prioritize needs. 
It can also be used for budgeting and 
bonding. Previously, Carter had been 

developing these assessments by hand.
• High school site issue – Raintree said 

that in response to community concerns, 
the board, as part of its due diligence, is 
reconsidering several potential high 
school sites and is developing a matrix 
of seven properties. The matrix will be 
made available to the public in July. 

• Facility Planning Committee 
– Raintree said the board members are 
developing a long-range facility and 
enrollment planning committee. 
This committee will function 
similarly to District Accountability 
Advisory Committee in that it will 
provide recommendations to the 
board. Once the details are worked 
out, community members can apply 
for appointment to the committee. 
Raintree said the goal is to have the 
details defined by the end of June 
and to name members in August 
or September. Director Stephen 
Plank applauded this effort for more 
community involvement. He said, 
“It’s a great start.”

• Woodmoor traffic – Wilson and 
Plank reported that they met with 
the Woodmoor Improvement 
Association to discuss coordination 
and communication with Woodmoor 
residents on traffic issues. 

• Vocational training contract with 
Pikes Peak Community College 
(PPCC) – Plank asked that this item 
be removed from the consent agenda 
for discussion. Dilley noted that 
vocational training for such classes 
as diesel mechanics, auto body, 
and media and marketing would be 
difficult and expensive to provide 

in the high school. As a result, the 
district contracts with PPCC to provide 
that training to interested high school 
students. Dilley said the only drawback 
is that the classes are offered in Colorado 
Springs. The district transports the 
students on buses. He added that as 
many of 70 students are involved in the 
vocational training program.

• Land use requests – Plank asked that 
this consent agenda item be discussed. 

Dilley explained that the district is 
given an opportunity to comment on 
projects being processed by the town 
of Monument and El Paso County. 
Dilley said the district works with 
developers in a cooperative rather than 
confrontational way. He reviewed three 
projects: Serle Ranch (north of Highway 
105 and west of Highway 83, 42 single-
family lots on about 231 acres), Gateway 
(also known as Hillsong Village, east of 

John & Jacqueline Homa

(719) 488-2987
755 Highway 105, Suite P

West End Center

New listing in Woodmoor Country Club $499,000
Golf Course & Cul-De-Sac Lot with Pikes Peak View!

Gorgeous custom rancher on 1.12-acre treed and 
beautifully landscaped lot bordering 6th fairway of 
WPCC. Classic elegance meets contemporary 
comfort. Vaulted ceilings, walls of windows that frame 
mountain and golf course views. Main level study. 
Main level master with 5 piece bath including Jacuzzi 
tub & walk-in closet. Large kitchen with cherry wood 
cabinets & informal eating nook overlooking golf 
course. Formal dining room, 3 fireplaces, solid wood 
doors and trim. Privacy glass-enclosed spa area 
with gas FP & views. Large billiards room and family 
room. 480 square feet of deck for sunning and outdoor entertainment. Large main level laundry. Oversized 
garage with workshop. Brick & stucco home. Don’t miss this one, call us today!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We’re growing, so we’ve changed 
offices to Suite P at the West End 
Center. Please visit us in July and 
receive a free patriotic gift.

Welcome! Broker Associates: Jason Carden & Matthew Webb.

Above: Former board member Hugh Eaton and his wife, current board member Dee Dee 
Eaton, present a hand-made quilted wall-hanging to retiring Superintendent Dave Dilley. 

Photo by John Heiser
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Monument Hill Road and immediately south of 
the Colorado Heights Camping Resort, 36 single-
family lots and one multi-family tract on about 24 
acres), and Lake of the Rockies (southwest of the 
intersection of Mitchell Avenue and Second Street 
around the east and south sides of Monument Lake 
and the dam, 164 dwelling units on about 76 acres). 
Dilley said the district opposed only the Gateway 
project. The parcel in that case is currently zoned 
planned office complex and would have to be 
rezoned for residential use. Dilley noted that the 
property tax on commercial uses is substantially 
greater than for residential uses. Plank noted that 
the project is not consistent with long-term plans. 
(For more on the Gateway/Hillsong Village project 
see the Monument Planning Commission article on 
page 10.)

• Textbook adoptions – The board approved the 
following textbooks: Mathematics for Grades 6-8, 
Earth, Life and Physical Sciences for Grades 6-8, 
Language of Literature and Language Network 
for Grades 9-12, Advanced Placement European 
History for high school, and Physics for high 
school.

• Monument Academy contract renewal – After 
reviewing a few wording changes presented by 
the charter school’s representatives, the board 
unanimously approved a new five-year contract 
renewal effective July 1 with the Monument 
Academy. Raintree expressed appreciation of the 
work invested in this agreement and noted that 
negotiations will continue regarding waivers of 
some district policies.

• Pikes Peak Area School District Alliance 
– The board unanimously approved continued 
participation for 2006-07. The alliance employs a 
lobbyist firm to represent member school districts’ 
interests that are unique to this area and would 
otherwise not receive attention at the state level.

• Recognition of Maryann Wiggs – Board members 
expressed appreciation for her talents and thanked 
Maryann Wiggs for her eight years of service to the 
district Wiggs has served as the executive director 
of Learning Services for Lewis-Palmer School 
District since 1998. She has resigned to take an 
assistant superintendent position with the Harrison 
School District.

• Meal prices unchanged – School meal prices for 
2006-07 will not change. The prices will continue 
to be $1.60 for elementary lunch, $1.85 for middle 
and high school lunches, and $1.25 for high school 
breakfast.

Raintree thanked the attendees and announced that 
the meeting was going into executive session to 
discuss negotiations and an issue with a student.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer District 38 Board of Education 
normally meets on the third Thursday of each month 
at the Learning Center of the Lewis-Palmer Admin-
istration Building, Second and Jefferson. The next 
meeting is 7 p.m. July 20. The district’s Web site is at 
www.lewispalmer.org. Meeting highlights from the 
Web site were used in preparing this article.
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             Screen Repair
                    Windows and  
                    Screen Doors

                    We come to you!

 Kurt 360-9559
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MUST SELL!
Bank Foreclosures, Fixers & Distress Sales

www.FixUpSpecial.info
1-800-607-0359 ID#2041

Parker St. Claire Realty Company

Come Join the Fun!
In-Home Preschool•Ages 2-4

Monday through Thursday, 7 am—6 pm
Experienced Teacher

Call Kathy at 487-8104

Rangewood Orthodontics
719-596-3113

        15435 Gleneagle #200
7560 Rangewood #200

                         DAYLE HARTGERINK
                        DDS, MS (Dr “H”)

Board Certified Orthodontist
               www.rangewoodorthodontics.com

Rangewood Orthodontics
719-596-3113

        15435 Gleneagle #200
7560 Rangewood #200

                         DAYLE HARTGERINK
                        DDS, MS (Dr “H”)

Board Certified Orthodontist
               www.rangewoodorthodontics.com

Pristine!
Lovely rancher on 5 
acres, open floor plan, 
vaulted ceilings, 3 bd. + 
office, kitchen w/island 
& walk-in pantry adjoin-
ing dining, 2-car garage,

workshop. Good grazing for your horses! $238,000

Sue Gindhart, ABR, CRS, GRI, Rawhide Co. Realtors
719.495.4746 719.339.8346   1-888.495.4746

July 18th

719-487-7224
Ask for Cindy
cindy@web-feat.biz
www.web-feat.biz

WEB FEAT
WEB DESIGN & 

GRAPHIC SERVICES
Web Design & Maintenance, 

Logos, Publications,
Business Cards, Photo 

Collages & Photo Restorations
I specialize in Small
Businesses and am 
responsive to your 
ideas. Thorough, 
clean coding.

Creat ive,

af fordable
des ign

$20/hour!

Above: Recent high school graduate Meghan McLaws 
(R), who was nearly killed in an automobile accident, 
expresses appreciation to the school district for the 
support she received during her recovery. She was 
assisted by her mother Deborah Samek (L). In the 
foreground is Lewis-Palmer High School Principal Mark 
Brewer.Photo by John Heiser

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes
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El Paso County Planning Commission, June 20

X-cel clear cutting policy questioned

By Steve Sery
Although there were no items on the agenda in our im-
mediate interest area, there were two in the Black Forest 
area of interest.

X-Cel energy requested approval of the location for 
a 345KV transmission line in their existing right of way. 
Currently there is one 345KV and one 230KV line, al-
though the 345KV is operating at 230KV also. It seemed 
like a fairly straightforward request; it was in the existing 
right of way, there was an existing line of the same voltage 
approved, and no additional towers would be constructed. 
This ended up being the most contentious item of the day. 

Most of this line runs through grassland with only a 
short portion going through Black Forest. But when the 
first 345KV line was approved a year or two ago, X-Cel 
clear-cut their right of way with no discussion with the 
landowners, the grantors of the easement. After the black-
outs in the Northeast some years ago, the Federal Energy 
Commission set a standard that required utilities to make 
sure that vegetation did not create a hazard with transmis-

sion lines. Although there were alternatives to meet the 
standard, X-Cel established a policy to clear-cut. This 
caused extensive discussion and it was determined a con-
dition would be included in the approval requiring stump 
removal for any additional tree cutting. 

It was suggested to write a letter from the Planning 
Commission to X-Cel suggesting it review its policy and 
approach to the landowners whose property they cross. 
This was approved 5-2.

A variance renewal was sought for Rogers 
Bed & Breakfast Inn located north and east of the 
intersection of Roller Coaster Road and Highway 
105. The applicant had trouble understanding the 
new fee structure. Five years ago, when they first 
applied for the variance, the cost was $500; now a 
renewal of the variance is $3,000. This is a result 
of the county’s charge for service approach. All 
services have increased significantly over the past 
four years. The Planning Commission softened 
the blow a little by approving the variance for 15 

years vs. the usual five years. It was approved 7-0.
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Christian.     Alternative.
Middle & High School.

Life Academy is a place for young people who may be
struggling in their current educational setting with
academics, motivation, or discipline issues. 

We exist to share the gospel, provide a quality
education, build moral character, and enhance the self-
esteem of students in Northern El Paso and Southern
Douglas Counties through an independent, diploma-
granting middle and high school.

Struggling in 
Middle School or

High School?

245 2nd Street
Monument, CO
719.481.3214

Christian.  Alternative.  Middle & High School

Bent Tree - 17310 Colonial Park Dr.

Everything is on a GRAND scale in this stunning 
home in Bent Tree. Magnificent double stairway, 
an outstanding view of Pikes Peak framed by a 
wall of windows in the great room; this palatial 
home includes exquisite detailing and huge 
rooms for gracious entertaining. A separate 
garage has space for a large RV and 2 additional 
car spaces plus workshop.   Over 8500 sq ft! 
This is a wonderful opportunity to own one of 
this area’s most unique and elegant homes.

Marilyn Dewey-Davis
Premium Properties, Ltd.

(719) 339-2299
         PremiumPropertiesColorado.com

Great Homes in Great Neighborhoods. 
Contact me for more details about any 
of these exceptional properties and for 
a private showing.

Kings Deer lot- 19627 Guildford Ct.

Build your dream home on this quiet cul-de-sac lot on 
the Kings Deer golf course, overlooking the ponds. 
Outstanding Pikes Peak view, existing well, 2 1/2 acres. 

rrr
ooo
ppp
eee
rrr
ttt
iii
eee
sss

PPP remiumremiumremium

Pioneer Lookout  lot -
18420 Chandler Pl.

Trees, scrub oak, mountain views, 0.4 
acre lot, great for walk-out lower level in 
Monument.

Available Lots:
LTD.

THE SOLUTION CENTER
                Helping children and families grow

�� Cognitive and educational assessment
�� Skill building for children and adolescents

(social skills, problem solving skills, anger management, 
understanding feelings, coping with divorce)

�� School related problem solving
�� Behavioral interventions
�� Individual counseling
�� Parenting workshops
�� Parent advocacy
�� Special Education consultation

Betsy Sousa, MA, CAS and Keith Sousa, MA, CAS
Licensed School Psychologists

Call (719) 640-2012 for scheduling & more information

$5 OFF your first order of $15 or more
Melinda Weigner, 210-4769, Independent Sales Representative

Order On-Line
www.youravon.com/mweigner
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Woodmoor Improvement Association Board, June 21

Board focuses on forestry issues 
and fireworks ban

By Camilla Mottl
WIA Executive Director

At the June 21 Woodmoor Improvement Association 
(WIA) Board meeting, Jim Woodman, director of for-
estry, informed members that the mountain pine beetles 
are already flying, starting about two weeks early this 
year. He warned members that if you see new mountain 
pine beetle hits, you should NOT cut down the tree. Once 
a tree has been hit, other pine beetles will be attracted to 
it. If you cut it down, the beetles will move on to another 
tree, which may cause the loss of additional trees. Trees 
that are hit this season should be left alone and not cut 
down until after Oct 15. He told the members that all 

slash on properties should be removed and warned against 
storing stacked wood between trees, as both can attract 
beetles.

Woodman also noted that the Defensible Space Grant 
ends on June 30. WIA has had good resident response, 
as owners seem to be more aware of the current high fire 
danger Additionally, WIA has been able to partake of the 
grant to do considerable (10-15 acres) defensible space 
clearing in the Toboggan Hill area, the Marsh, Common 
Area A between Regatta and Meadow Lake, Wild Duck, 
and Hidden Springs.

Woodmoor’s seventh annual 
Great American Cleanup a great success

This year’s event was one of the best in history thanks 
to the hard work and preparation by Marian Taylor, event 
coordinator for this year. Tri-Lakes Disposal was the 
only disposal company that responded to our request for 
Dumpsters. The owner, Brian Beland, donated two thirty-
yard Dumpsters. A record number of corporate sponsors 

also donated a wide array of nice door prizes that were 
given out at the barbecue. Local Fire Department staff lent 
their cooking expertise in feeding the 150 volunteers who 
attended the barbecue held at “The Barn” following the 
cleanup.

Spraying of noxious weeds in the 
common areas planned 

Allan McMullen, common area director, stated that the 
common areas were sprayed for noxious weeds using a 
new herbicide, Milestone. This is the first year it has been 
available for public use, and it is easier on the natural 
grasses and safe for animals as well as humans. He will 
be keeping an eye on its effect, especially on thistle and 
knapweed, as those are the most prevalent and aggressive 
in Woodmoor. Milestone is said to eliminate these weeds 
if consistently used for three years. Mowing of the com-
mon areas will begin around July 7 so the thistle can be cut 
before it starts to bloom. Additionally, McMullen will be 
looking for a way to mark the common area trails that are 
being used much more since the trees have been thinned 
for defensible space. Any Scouts or volunteers interested 
in helping on this project are encouraged to contact the 
WIA at 488-2693.

Fireworks banned
Since July 4 is just around the corner, board President 
Hans Post reminded everyone that no fireworks of any 
kind are permitted within Woodmoor. Due to the current 
high fire danger, El Paso County has banned the sale and 
use of all fireworks.

**********
The WIA Board normally meets the third Wednesday of 
each month. The next meeting is July 19, 7 p.m., at the 

Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor Drive. For more in-
formation, call 488-2693 or go to www.woodmoor.org.

Join us Friday and Saturday 
July 14th & 15th, 8 am - 1 pm 

OVER 50  HOMES 
PARTICIPATING! 

MAPS WILL BE AVAILABLE 
NEXT TO THE WHITE & RED SIGNS 

AT THE MAIN ENTRANCES 
TO WOODMOOR, 

OR AT OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.TRILAKESHOME.COM 
ON THE DAY OF THE EVENT 

Sponsored By: 

Claire Boynton 
First Class Team 

Keller Williams Realty 
13710 Struthers Road Suite 120 
Colorado Springs, CO  80921 

719-481-1000 

Call Claire Boynton at 481-1000 with any 
questions or to add your address to the Participant List 

17170 Park Trail Drive
Pastimes beauty with profes-
sional decorating design interior. 
Bright & open. 3 BR/3BA. 2521
SF on 1⁄4-acre. Upper level laun-
dry. Mountain views. Close to
Santa Fe Trail. $265,000.

20350 Silverhorn Lane
Spectacular Woodmoor home
on 3⁄4-acre treed lot. 4000 SF.
3BR/3BA. Room for expansion.
Wood floors on main. 2x6 con-
struction. Brick driveway and
walkway. Large  rooms, gourmet 
kitchen. Wine cellar. Loaded
with amenities. $459,000.

Zeda Thomas
Gloriod & Associates 
Real Estate
719-491-4182 (cell)
719-481-4564
Zedathomas@earthlink.net

After your workout or before your meeting!
To refresh and De-stress! Starting 6 am.

$10 OFF with this ad! 
Discount packages also available

Brenda Clark, LMT, CNMT
(719) 641-3178

212 N. Washington Street, Suite A, Monument

Home Sweet Home 
Pampered Pet Care

Tri-Lakes Area
Animal sitting in your home.

No need to stress your furkid by 
sending it off to the kennel. Let us 
take care of your friend in familiar 
surroundings - home sweet home.

Walks, play time, love and care.
Three visits per day.

Call Kathi at 487-8830
or 659-0298.

Also ask about Furkids grooming, 
one at a time, 2 hr. in/out

             Screen Repair
                    Windows and  
                    Screen Doors

                    We come to you!

 Kurt 360-9559

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal

• Chipping

• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Tutoring
By very experienced educator 
For remedial & gifted students 

Montessori method or traditional 
Age 4 through middle school

(719) 337-6555

Car/SUV
Detailing

At your home • At your convenience • Hand wash & wax
Machine buff • Dress tires • Vacuum interior

All for only $50! •  Call 488-0209

     Carmen’s Day Care
                 Infants to 13 years

                 Before and After School
                  Night Care Also Available

                  Jackson Creek Area

          302-2539 or 484-0884

Hallmark
Housecleaning

Serving the Tri-Lakes Area
20 Years Experience
Honest, Dependable

Satisfaction Guaranteed

References Available 495-6772

LADIES!! MEET NEW FRIENDS!!
Join us Thursday‛s, 4:30 p.m. at Palmer Lake 

Park and go for a walk! Kids welcome! We‛ll walk 
around the lake, get to know each other, 
And enjoy the beauty of God‛s creation.

Sponsored by the Women‛s Ministry - Little Log Church,
Palmer Lake - 481-2409

“We are not women who just go to church – we are women who belong.”

FREE Transportation for Seniors

Volunteer drivers are needed! Info: 481-2527

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding 
areas by Mountain Community 
Transportation for Seniors (MCTS).
For rides, seniors (60+) call

488-0076
Donations Welcomed
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June Weather Wrap
By Bill Kappel

June 2006 turned out to be quite an excit-
ing month around the Tri-Lakes region, 
with hot and dry conditions through the 
end of spring, to severe thunderstorms and 
heavy rain to start off summer.

Not much changed at the beginning 
of the month as we saw a continuation of 
the hot and dry weather with highs soaring 
into the mid- and upper 80s from the 2nd 
to the 14th. Even more unusual was the 
fact that we received almost no relief until 
thunderstorms arrived the afternoon of the 
11th. Only scattered afternoon clouds built 
each day, with a few weak thunderstorms 
bringing mainly traces of rainfall. Finally, 
on the 9th, some subtle changes began to 
take shape as a slightly cooler, moister 
airmass moved into the region. With the 
continued hot daytime temperatures, there 
was plenty of energy rising through the 
atmosphere to help cloud formation. 

Now we were just waiting for a trig-
ger to help release the energy in a more 
organized fashion. This trigger came Sun-
day the 11th during the late afternoon and 
evening as a severe line of thunderstorms 
developed. This line of storms produced 
some serious amounts of rain in a short 
time and was accompanied by large, dam-
aging hail in spots. Over an inch of rain 
fell in many areas around the Tri-Lakes in 
less than one hour, and hail over an inch 
in diameter battered parts of Monument 
to Highway 83. Just as amazing was the 
drop in temperatures associated with the 
passage of these storms. Temperatures 
dropped from the mid-70s to the upper 30s 
in half an hour once the heavy rain and hail 
started. 

This round of thunderstorms turned 
out to just be a tease however, as high pres-
sure again built back into the region and 
cut off the moisture supply. Once again, 
from the 12th through the 20th, dry and 
hot conditions dominated. We did man-
age to develop some thunderstorms on 
the afternoon of the 16th, but this was not 
enough to put much of a dent in the precipi-
tation deficit. Fortunately, things began to 
change just in time for the start of summer, 
as some much need moisture returned to 
the region.

Unfortunately, as is often the case this 
time of the year, severe weather was a fre-

quent visitor with the many thunderstorms 
that developed. Higher amounts of mois-
ture began to work into the Front Range 
as a series of weak disturbances rode by 
into the central plains. These weakened 
the ridge of high pressure that had been 
holding its grip on the Tri-Lakes area and 
shifted it back to the west. And when the 
higher amounts of moistures combined 
with an unstable atmosphere, thunder-
storms and periods of heavy rain and hail 
were the results. Temperatures also cooled 
down back to average and below on several 
afternoons, with highs holding in the 60s 
and 70s everyday except the 23rd. From the 
22nd to the 25th we had several rounds of 
strong to severe storms, with tornadoes re-
ported 3 miles to the west of Elbert on the 
late afternoon of the 22nd. Closer to home, 
several of the storms produced large hail, 
including the storms on the 22nd and 25th. 
The strongest of the storms rolled through 
during the mid-afternoon hours on Sunday, 
the 25th. These storms produced torrential 
rains in a short period, causing extensive 
flooding, especially along the Cherry 
Creek drainage. Many dry channels quick-
ly became raging torrents, especially from 
Highway 83 and County Line Road east 
to Meridian Road and south to Woodmen 
Road. Areas within this box received from 
1-2 inches of rain and hail in about an hour. 
The flash flooding that resulted also caused 
some damage, with at least one house in 
the Walden neighborhood sustaining se-
vere flood damage.

After several rounds of heavy rains 
during the past week, we have managed 
to make up our moisture deficit for June, 
with most areas having received 2.5 to 3.5 
inches of moisture. Let’s hope this trend of 
seasonal temperatures and above-normal 
precipitation continues for a while.

A look ahead
July is typically the warmest and one of 
the wettest months of the year, with pre-
cipitation ranging from 2.5 inches to 3.5 
inches and average highs averaging in 
the 80s. Morning lows generally dip into 
the mid 40s to mid-50s, but some nights 
can remain on the warm side. Afternoon 
and evening thunderstorms are common, 
generally forming over the high country 
and moving out over the Tri-Lakes region. 
Strong, organized storm systems are less 

frequent and cold fronts not as sharp. How-
ever, monsoonal moisture moving in from 
the Gulf of California and Gulf of Mexico 
usually begins to make an appearance by 
the middle of the month. The thunder-
storms associated with this provide much 
needed relief from hot temperatures and 
dry conditions. 

Let’s hope we don’t have a repeat of 
July 2005, when temperatures soared well 
into the 90s to near 100 on several after-
noons and rainfall was below average. The 
official monthly forecast for July 2006, 
produced by the Climate Prediction Center 
(http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/
predictions/30day/), is calling for a better 
than normal chance of above-normal tem-
peratures and equal chances of normal pre-
cipitation. For a complete look at monthly 
climate summaries for the Tri-Lakes re-
gion, please visit http://users.adelphia.net/
~billkappel/ClimateSummary.htm.

June 2006 Weather Statistics 
(as of June 28)

Average High    80.6°F
Average Low    46.8°F
Highest Temperature  88°F 

on the 5th, 7th, 8th, 20th 
Lowest Temperature  37°F 

on the 11th 
Monthly Precipitation  3.48”
Monthly Snowfall  0.00”
Season to Date Snow  91.1”
Season to Date Precip. 16.35”

For more detailed weather infor-
mation and Climatology of the Palmer 
Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please 
visit Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page 
at http://users.adelphia.net/~billkappel/
Weather.htm. 

Remember, weather affects all of us 
everyday and is a very important part of 
life for us on the Palmer Divide, and we 
want to hear from you. If 
you see a unique weather 
event or have a weather 
question, please contact 
us at our_community_
news@hotmail.com.
Bill Kappel is a meteorolo-
gist and Tri-Lakes resident.

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

For information, contact John Heiser, Advertising Manag-

er at 488-3455 or ads@ourcommunitynews.org
or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

Dust off your old black pot and join the
fun at the Annual Dutch Oven Cookoffs. 

Contest dates are:
�  Friday, August 4 - Elbert County Fair, Kiowa
�  Friday, August 11 - Lincoln County Fair, Hugo
�  Sunday, August 20 - Deer Trail Rodeo

There are four catagories, enter as many as you like --
Bread, side dish, main dish, dessert. 

$20 refundable entry fee.
Contest limited to 10 teams.

Dutch Oven Cookoff

For more information, contact Patsy or Debbie at 
719-775-2861, 719-495-2283 or go online at

www.mvea.coop.
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YTM*

Yield to 
Maturity 

due 
2/15/2008

GMAC Smartnote

What interest rate do you earn?
• Rated BB by Standard and Poor’s
• Semi-annual interest
• Non-Callable

*Yield effective as of 6/13/2006, subject to availability and price change.
Yield and market value will fluctuate if sold prior to maturity

June Burnett
Independent Consultant

719-481-5712

JournalingYourHistory@yahoo.com

www.JournalingYourHistory.com

discover * preserve * celebrate

Bu i l d l ast i n g l egaci es of
fami ly her i t age by wri t ing
YOUR family's stories!

FIXER UPPERS
FREE LIST WITH PICTURES
www.HotMonumentHomes.com

1-800-607-0359 ID#4048
Parker St. Claire Realty Company
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on 
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has 
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form 
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the 
editor and include your full name, home address, and 
day and evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words 
is recommended. Letters may be edited for length, 
grammar, and accuracy. Send your letter to editor@our
communitynews.org or mail to Our Community News, 
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you 
send your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail 
acknowldegement. If you do not receive an acknowl-
edgement, please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to 
confirm that we have received your letter.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of 
OCN even when the letter writer is a reporter for 
OCN.

Wissler Ranch update
In March of 2006, the Wissler Family asked the com-
munity for help to save their 100-year-old cattle ranch 
from eminent domain. District 38 Board of Education 
wants a portion of the ranch for a new high school and 
has the statutory right to take the land by force. The 
Wissler Family does not want to sell and 87-year-old 
Mrs. Wissler has said she just wants to be 

left alone and live the rest of her life in peace.
Save Wissler Ranch Citizens Group (www.savewis

slerranch.com) was organized shortly after the Wissler’s 
request for help. I have been amazed at the compassion 
and support this community has shown the Wissler Fam-
ily. Mrs. Wissler has been at all the meetings, stayed until 
midnight for school board meetings, and shown grace and 
composure in the face of some very disturbing comments. 
I want to personally thank the thousands who have stood 
beside her and supported this effort. Support has been 
widespread in the Tri-Lakes Region, from Palmer Lake to 
Black Forest and the opinion is consistent - It is wrong to 
take something from someone against their will and the 
majority of this community will not support such an ac-
tion.

The School Board will soon release their findings as it 
regards alternative high school sites. I am holding out hope 
that they have spent time and money trying to make an 
alternative site work rather than time and money on ruling 
out all other options. I am holding out hope that Wissler 
Ranch is not on the list of possible sites due to the seller’s 
unwillingness to sell. I am holding out hope that the BoE 
will remove this controversy from the table and unite this 
community with a plan we can all support.

Volunteers and Supporters of Save Wissler Ranch 
do not underestimate the need for additional high school 
space for our kids and are committed to help the School 
Board pass a bond issue if eminent domain is not used to 
obtain the Wissler Ranch.
Chris Mikulas

���������� � � � � � �������� � � � � � ����������������

��
���

�
���

�����
����

�
�

�
�

�
��

�
��

������
�

�

�������� � � � � ���������� � � � � ������������������ � � � � ����������

�
��

�
��

�
�

�
�

�
�

��
��

��
�

��
�

�
��

�

��
���

�
���

�����
����

�
�

�
�

�
��

�
��

������
�

�

��������������
����������������������������
��������������������������
���������������������

�������������������
�������

�������������������
����������������

���������������

��������������
����������������������

�����������������������

���������� � � � � � �������� � � � � � ����������������

��
���

�
���

�����
����

�
�

�
�

�
��

�
��

������
�

�

�������� � � � � ���������� � � � � ������������������ � � � � ����������

�
��

�
��

�
�

�
�

�
�

��
��

��
�

��
�

�
��

�

��������������������
����������������������������������

��������������
����������������������������
��������������������������
���������������������

�������������������
�������

�������������������
����������������

��������������������
���������������

��������������
����������������������

�����������������������

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

For those desiring a 
distinctive & creative
look...

MORE PROTECTION * GREAT SERVICE * LOW RATES
                                                                                          Gets you back where you belong.

MONUMENT                               PEYTON
VIOLET KASA    TIM MCMILLAN
487-9556                     331-1750

      KASA INSURANCE AGENCY
Free Precise Proposals Online

       @www.kasainsurance.com
                OR CALL NOW!
10 min can save you money!

Auto * Home * Life * Health
        Business * Work/Comp
       Retirement * Investments

WWW.KASAINSURANCE.COM

Kathy Allen
Raspberry Mountain Real Estate, Inc.

719-234-1181 (ofc)

719-661-9863 (cell)

www.KathyAllen.net

19 Highway 105 • Palmer Lake

5.5 acres with
plenty of sun-
shine, trees and
wildlife, zoned
for horses, work-
shop, large great 
room with fire-
place, 2-story
solarium, new
carpet and paint,
3 bd, 3 ba., fin-
ished room in lower level could make 4th bedroom. Only $349,000!

316 Mission Hill Way, Gleneagle

12160 Wellwood Court, Black Forest

Golf course living 
by the USAFA!
Courtyard entry-
way, oversized
rear deck plus
deck off master
to enjoy the out-
standing views.
Living room fea-
tures fireplace
and window

seat, dining area with walkout, kitchen with top-of-the-line appli-
ances, finished lower level. Only $214,000!

Superior Auto Glass
Summer Sale - $140 Windshield*

’89-’98 Chevrolet Pickup or Suburban, 
‘90-’96 Ford Pickup, or ‘96-’02 Toyota 4-Runner

Thanks for being a blessing to us!

WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT AND REPAIR
• Locally Owned and Operated. 
• Quality Home Town Service. 
• Over 20 Years Experience. 
• Free Mobile Service. 
• All Insurance Accepted.

488-5599
*Not for all cars. Restrictions may apply. Good through 7/31/06.
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Support 
Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes
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Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Summer reads of substance – Not an oxymoron

By the staff at Covered Treasures
Summer vacation — the chance to cozy up on the porch 
swing and discover that amazing experience of starting a 
book, and looking up to fi nd several hours have passed. 
And aren’t you lucky? On any given day, there is a plethora 
of fabulous titles for all ages on the market. Careful, you 
may fi nd yourself pulled into these reads that are not too 
light, not too heavy — just right for summer reading.

The History of Love 
By Nicole Krauss, $13.95
In a tribute to the strength of the human spirit, the extraor-
dinary nature of language and the yearning for connection, 
this remarkable novel blends the threads of two disparate 
lives in a path toward one another, the prose as elegant as 
the characters. Beautifully written, with exquisite sensi-
tivity and compassion, The History of Love will open your 
heart, fi ll you with the bright light of understanding, and 
leave you enriched for the experience. This author has cre-
ated an extraordinary gift. It is not a novel but a journey 
into the deepest chambers of the human heart.

Snow Flower and the Secret Fan
By Lisa See, $13.95
See’s engrossing novel set in remote 19th-century China 
details the deeply affecting story of lifelong, intimate 
friends (laotong, or “old sames”) Lily and Snow Flower, 
their imprisonment by rigid codes of conduct for women, 
and their betrayal by pride and love. Her in-depth research 
into women’s ceremonies and duties in China’s rural in-
terior brings fascinating revelations about arranged mar-
riages, women’s inferior status in their natal and married 
homes, and the Confucian proverbs and myriad supersti-
tions that informed daily life. See’s meticulous research 
and exquisite language deliver a story that is haunting and 
powerful.

Mayfl ower 
By Nathaniel Philbrick, $29.95
In this remarkable effort, National Book Award winner 
Philbrick (In the Heart of the Sea) examines the history 
of Plymouth Colony. In the early 17th century, a small 
group of devout English Christians fl ed their villages to 
escape persecution, going fi rst to Holland and then mak-
ing the now infamous 10-week voyage to the New World. 
Rather than arriving in the summer months as planned, 
they landed in November, low on supplies. In economi-
cal, well-paced prose, Philbrick masterfully recounts the 
desperate circumstances of the settlers and their would-be 
hosts, and how the Wampanoags saved the colony from 
certain destruction. More important, he brings into focus a 
gruesome period in early American history. For Philbrick, 
this is yet another award-worthy story of survival.

A Death in Belmont
By Sebastian Junger, $23.95
In 1963, with the city of Boston already terrifi ed by a se-
ries of savage crimes known as the Boston Stranglings, 
a murder occurred in the quiet suburb of Belmont, just 
a few blocks from the house of Sebastian Junger’s (The 
Perfect Storm) family—a murder that seemed to fi t exactly 
the pattern of the Strangler. By turns exciting and subtle, 
the narrative chronicles three lives that collide—and are 
ultimately destroyed—in the vortex of one of the fi rst and 
most controversial serial-murder cases in America.

Black Swan Green
By David Mitchell, $23.95
For his fourth novel, two-time Booker Prize fi nalist Mitch-
ell (Cloud Atlas) turns to material most writers plumb in 
their fi rst: the semi-autobiographical, fi rst-person com-
ing-of-age story. And after three books with notably com-
plex narrative structure, far-fl ung settings, and multiple 
viewpoints, he has chosen one narrator, 13-year-old Jason 
Taylor, to tell the story of one year (1982) in one town, 
Worcestershire’s Black Swan Green. It is Mitchell’s bril-

liant ability to reproduce internal monologue that makes 
this story so mesmerizing.

Pick up one of these reads and take a trip in time and place 
to contemporary New York City via Poland and South 
America, 18th-century China, 17th-century Europe and 
America, 1960s Boston, or 20th-century Ireland—all 
from your front-porch swing. Enjoy.

481-2665 (BOOK)
Second and Washington Streets 
In Historic Downtown Monument

Card and Coffee Corner

Your Hometown Bookstore 
Since 1993

Join Us for Art Hop! 
Thursday, July 20

6—7:30 pm
Stop by 
and meet 
Colorado
Springs
author

Kathy
Brandt
signing
her scuba 
diving
mysteries
and Ever-

green artist Laura Mehmert
with her popular postcards, cards, 
and prints!

Local history on DVD
Available at Safeway 
& Covered Treasures 

Bookstore

125 Second St.
  Historic Downtown Monument

Open Mon.-Fri. 10-5, Sat. 10-4

719-481-0250

Always bringing you 
unique jewelry from 

various artists!

Come by and hear 
the music of 

Rebecca Massey during 
Art Hop, July 20th

Progressive Nutritional Care for:

Margo Gasta, MS, RD, CCN
Registered Dietitian & Wellness Professional

719.331.5067
trilakesnutrition.meta-ehealth.com

• Fibromyalgia
• Chronic fatigue
• Autoimmune and 

allergy conditions
• Eating disorders
• Intestinal problems
• Sports nutrition

• Mood disorders/
ADHD

• Hormonal concerns
• PCOS
• Healthy weight 

program for all 
ages
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High Country Highlights

Help plants beat the heat
By Woody Woodworth

Record-setting high temperatures over the past couple of 
weeks have left us wiping our brow and hoping for cooler 
weather. The promised afternoon rainstorms have mostly 
missed us but have provided some cloud cover for brief 
periods of relief. We humans suffer in the heat, making 
us tired, thirsty, worn-out and less able to perform well at 
our daily tasks. Your plants react the same way. How do 
you help your plants beat the heat? Here are a couple of 
summertime hints.

Water plants early in the morning. If your plants show 
distress in the afternoon from the hot sun, many times a 
good drink in the morning helps. Saturate and water deep 
to ensure the plants get adequate water to the roots. By 
watering early, you avoid added evaporation losses from 
your sprinkler system and help conserve one of our pre-
cious resources.

Add additional mulch to flower beds, shrubs and 
around trees. By adding mulch, you help the plants retain 
more of the moisture and reduce transpiration from the 
hot afternoon sun. As a rule, the finer the mulch, the more 
moisture will be retained. I use Soil Pep, a small “forest 
mulch” around most of the perennials and smaller shrubs. 
I step up to medium-sized cedar bark mulch around most 
of the larger shrubs and trees. Apply mulch about 3 or 4 

inches deep around the drip line of the trees and shrubs 
and about 2 or 3inches deep around most perennials. Keep 
the mulch 3 inches or so away from the trunks of shrubs 
and trees to prevent bugs from infesting the bark.

Fertilize your plants. The heat robs your annuals and 
perennials of their color as your plants use the energy 
toward the leaves and stalks to survive the extreme tem-
peratures. They need to be fed to perform well through 
the hot months. If you used a good time-release fertilizer 
around the root system when you planted this year or as 
a top dressing, you may have all of your bases covered. 
If not, then a quick application of a water soluble bloom 
booster will help the plants gain some strength and pro-
vide the beautiful blooms you expect – even through the 
hot months. 

Clean up in the garden. You know it’s going to get 
hot, so start early in the morning and work for short pe-
riods. Trim dead or dying leaves from perennials. Dead-
head the blooms as soon as they are “spent” to ensure the 
growth energy returns to the plant to make new blossoms. 
Pluck those weeds that rob the water, fertilizer and space 
your plants need to use to grow healthy, strong and vigor-
ously. 

Help your plants beat the heat. Conserve as you gar-
den. Be a part of the “green industry.”

Above: 1957 Chevy owned by Larry Lasasso of Monument is a fine example of the beautiful cars on display 
during the Tri-Lakes Cruisers car show June 11. Photo by JoAnn McNabb

3rd & Beacon Lite • Monument

488-9007
www.balancedbike.com

Tri-Lakes Area’s 
Only Bike & Ski 
Shop

$5 OFF $5 OFF 
Bike Repairs!Bike Repairs!
FFULLULL S SERVICEERVICE B BIKEIKE S SHOPHOP

WWEDED. & S. & SUNUN. B. BIKEIKE R RIDESIDES

Start of the 24 hours of  E rock in the 
Greenland open space June 2 & 3

Above: (L to R) Monument resident Lowell Morgan and his three “Team Cyclonauts” teammates Larry Brenize, 
Robert Baldino, and Bernie Barge on the Municipal Pier at Oceanside, CA, moments before the start of the 
team Race Across America on June 13. They covered 3,052 miles traversing 15 states to reach Atlantic City, 
NJ in 8 days, 10 hours, and 43 minutes. Morgan specialized in performing long and difficult climbs. Photo by 
Jim Kendrick, support crew member and OCN reporter

Vino-Bits
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488-3019
or www.thewineseller.net

“Real Wine for Real People”
Simply the best, most thoughtful selection

of  wine under $20 anywhere.
Check out our eclectic microbeer

and spirits selection too!

Public wine tastings held monthly.
Sign up for our e-newsletter to find out when.

Located on Hwy 105
between Palmer Lake & Monument.

Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday  11am to 6pm.

The Eyes
Have it
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By Elizabeth Hacker
The belted kingfi sher (Ceryle alcyon) is a striking bird 
which, while not here in large numbers, is fairly common 
on the Palmer Divide. This compact medium-size bird 
has a short neck, short tail, long, dagger-like beak, and an 
oversize bushy head. Unlike most birds, the female is more 
colorful than the male. Males and females have similar 
coloration but the female has chestnut on her breast. The 
belted kingfi sher is blue-gray on its head and back, and 
is white on its belly with a single blue breast band, but its 
most distinguishing features are its prominent white collar 
and bushy crest. It is easy to spot this bird because of its 
odd chunky shape. 

Overhead wires near a pond serve as a popular perch 
for the belted kingfi sher, and I often see it on wires along 
Highway 105 near Palmer Lake and Red Rocks Ranch. 
The times I’ve seen it hovering over the water and div-
ing in for a fi sh are the days I feel lucky and buy a lottery 
ticket. I’ve learned that it’s best to stay out of sight because 
this shy bird will fl y off as soon as it notices that it is being 
watched but not before it lets out a loud rattling call as if to 
scold me for foiling its meal plan.

Due to the large quantity of fi sh it consumes, it is no 
surprise that the belted kingfi sher was named after its 
favorite food, but it also eats frogs, tadpoles, reptiles, in-
sects, young birds, mice, and occasionally berries. It often 
perches over beaver dams because of the concentration of 
aquatic life there. When the belted kingfi sher sights food it 
immediately darts to it, hovers over it to get a precise aim, 
and then plunges head-fi rst into the water. Once the prey 
is securely between in its beak, the kingfi sher fl ies to a 
nearby perch where it kills its prey, swallows it whole, and 
quickly digests it. 

Predators of the belted kingfi sher include raccoons, 
foxes, snakes, and raptors such as eagles, owls, and hawks. 
A trick that the belted kingfi sher uses to avoid the talons 
of a hawk is to suddenly dive into the water as the hawk is 
about to attack.

With its strong bill and feet, a pair of belted kingfi sh-
ers excavates a 3-to-6-foot-long tunnel in about three 
days. The tunnel has a sharp angle in it to deter predators 
from reaching the nest at the end of the tunnel in a rounded 
cavity lined with soft vegetation. The tunnel is shared with 
swallows that hollow-out small rooms along its walls. This 
living arrangement is benefi cial to both birds, as the belted 
kingfi sher is adept at excavating a habitat for the swallows 
while the swallows consume large quantities of insects 
that could otherwise infest the kingfi sher’s nest and are 
the fi rst line of defense against predators. 

The female lays fi ve to eight white eggs. Both parents 
incubate the clutch for about 24 days. Once the chicks 
hatch, the parents work tirelessly to feed them a milky 
substance of regurgitated fi sh. The parents care for their 
young for 23 days, at which time the chicks fl edge the 
nest. The young birds quickly learn to fl y and fi nd a perch 
but still don’t know how to fi sh. The parents teach the im-
mature birds fi shing skills by dropping dead meals into 
the water that the fl edglings then must retrieve. Within 10 
days, the young fl edglings are catching live prey. Due to 
this busy schedule, the belted kingfi sher breeds only once 
each summer.

While researching this bird, I discovered that in some 
areas the belted kingfi sher migrates, while in others it 
doesn’t. I sometimes see it in the winter, but it’s not clear 
if it is wintering or migrating. It is a singular bird and only 
forms pairs to mate. Once the young mature, the parents 
separate, and each bird then becomes fi ercely territorial. 

Because the winters here are relatively mild and the belted 
kingfi sher is a hardy bird, it is possible that a few may re-
main here to defend a territory, but I am venturing a guess 
at best.

Last month I reported that Randy and I planned to add 
the blue grosbeak to our bird list this summer. To fi nd it we 
headed south to the Clear Springs Ranch nature reserve. 
Forgetting that there are mosquitoes in Colorado, we left 
our Deet at home. While the blue grosbeak eluded us, we 
did see the yellow chat and felt the sting of hungry mos-
quitoes along the banks of Fountain Creek. Fortunately, 
we still have a few months before the blue grosbeak heads 
south, so we will try again— armed with a can of insect 
repellent. 
Elizabeth Hacker is an artist who paints and writes about 
the birds of the Palmer Divide. Her bird prints are avail-
able at the gift shop in the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts 
in Palmer Lake. Email her with your questions and bird 

fi nds at OCN.

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Belted Kingfishers
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Above: At the annual Soap Box Derby held in Colorado Springs June 25, 
three Monument youths swept the event (L to R): 1st - Oliver Shanklin, 2nd 
- Dylan Coons, 3rd - Cody Callender. Photo and caption provided by JoAnn 

Coons

Don’t miss the Palmer Lake Art Group Spring Show & Sale
By Elizabeth Hacker

On the evening of June 3, I was honored to accept an 
invitation to the Palmer Lake Art Group’s (PLAG) 41st 
Annual Spring Fine Art Show and Sale opening gala. 
And what a gala it was at the Tri-lakes Center for the Arts. 
Complementing the spectacular paintings and drawings, 
the delightful sculptures, and eye-catching jewelry were 
tables of delicious food contributed by local restaurants 
and PLAG members. While the food was delicious, the 

desserts were to die for!
The PLAG sponsors two juried art shows a year for 

its members, held in January and June. Watercolor artist 
Robert Gray, whose work is on display in the Lucy Owens 
Gallery, judged the spring art show that will hang until 
July 15. The best of show award was given to longtime art-
ist and resident Bunny Miele for her watercolor “Fruitful,” 
and the people’s choice award went to M.M. Edwards for 
her oil painting, “The Art Student.” 

In addition to these awards, first-, second-, and third-
place ribbons were awarded in 12 media, ranging from 
painting and drawing to photography and sculpture. 
The show was dedicated to the fond memory of Frances 
Kramer, a professional violinist and member who passed 
away this year. The diversity and range of art at this show 
was a sight to behold.

The gallery at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts is 
open to the public noon to 4 p.m. Wednesday through Sun-
day. With 45 members participating, a variety of styles are 
available for sale at reasonable prices from professional 
and amateur artists. More than 20 paintings and sculptures 
were sold on opening night, and a portion of the sales goes 
to a good cause.

The Palmer Lake Art Group was incorporated as 
a nonprofit organization in 1968 after Lucretia Vaile, a 

longtime summer resident, deeded her summer cottage to 
the town with the provision that it be used by the PLAG. 
The town then sold the cottage to the PLAG for $1, with 
the stipulation that the building be well maintained. The 
cottage was named the “Vail Hill Gallery” and is used by 
members for their monthly meetings, classes, and work-
shops. Grace Best was president of the art group at that 
time and wrote the Jeremiah Mouse children’s books that 
are still available at the Palmer Lake Library. 

The goal of the PLAG is to promote and further the 
arts in the Tri-lakes community. Its more than 100 mem-
bers, who come from as far away as Denver and Manitou 
Springs, gather monthly to exchange ideas and plan their 
shows and fund-raising events. Every year, the PLAG 
gives scholarships to District 38 graduating seniors who 
plan to continue their education in the arts. This year, the 
PLAG awarded scholarships to Lauren Smallidge and Re-
nee Boedigheimer.

It was truly magical to be in the midst of so many 
gifted artists and their creative works on that beautiful 
Colorado evening overlooking Palmer Lake at sunset. If 
you didn’t make it to the opening gala, be sure to go over 
to the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts before the show comes 
down July 15. It will be worth the trip.

By Jackie Colburn
The Palmer Lake Blue Columbine Festival and Concert was 
held June 10 at the Village Green across from Town Hall. 
Trish Flake offered blue columbines to those present in or-
der to perpetuate growth of these lovely spurred flowers.

Originally discovered by Dr. Edwin James as he led the 
first climb up Pikes Peak, the blue columbine is one of eight 
species native to Colorado. It became the state flower in 
1899. Above timberline, the Rocky Mountain species grows 
heartily. The fragrance of the flowers’ spurs draws the tini-
est hummingbirds to feast on the nectar. 

Hummingbirds, butterflies and columbines danced 
with a broad-brushed Colorado afternoon sky to the south-
western acoustic flavor of Chuck Pyle, well-known Front 
Range songwriter and singer. Gordon Burt joined Chuck on 
center stage with bow strokes on the violin that seemed to 
match the hummingbirds’ wing vibrations as they whirred 
through the crowd.

Humorous exchanges passed between Chuck and Gor-
don while they entertained this friendly community. Music 
lovers’ hearts shared smiles as the duo picked melodies 
like “Sedona Ramona” and “Romancing the Moment.” The 

audience also enjoyed “Colorado,” Chuck’s song that is the 
theme song for the PBS series, “Spirit of Colorado.”

Though he was raised in Iowa, Chuck moved to Steam-
boat Springs in 1965. In 1981, the Palmer Lake community 
became the place he calls home.

Gordon fiddled the afternoon away on a refurbished 
violin that has been in the family of local resident Terri 
Watson for over 100 years. Wafting melodies rang harmoni-
ously through the quaking aspens in the park. Some tapping 
toes shuffled on the porch of Town Hall as fingers turned 
pages through library books that were for sale. Buttery 
popcorn and rainbow-colored cotton candy satisfied the 
crowd—even pets whose noses sniffed the aroma as they 
walked through the crowd. Kay DeBlois offered T-shirts for 
donations to support “Awake the Lake” and the upcoming 
July 4 celebration at Palmer Lake. 

Guitarist Tom Munch added to the day with a display of 
fine picking as he played tunes such as “Blue Ship.”

Blue columbines, the purpose of this celebratory day, 
have once again reminded locals and visitors of the beauty 
and heart offered by this quaint Colorado town.

Hummingbirds, butterflies, and columbines

Below: (L to R) Gordon Burt and Chuck 
Pyle provide  entertainment during the Blue 
Columbine Festival in Palmer Lake June 10. 

Photo by Jackie Colburn
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 

by calling the info number for that event. 
Fourth of July Weekend Events

Motorcycle Show at Palmer Lake, July 1, noon to 4 p.m., 
Centennial Park (between the lake and Hwy 105). Prizes, 
live band, local vendors.
Antique Tractor Show and Pull Contest in Palmer 
Lake, July 1 & 2 at noon, behind ‘Merchants Row’ and 
along the railroad byway trail. Presented by Rocky Moun-
tain Tractor Pull Association.
Automobile Show at Palmer Lake, July 2, noon to 4 
p.m., Centennial Park (between the lake and Hwy 105). 
Prizes, live band, local vendors.
Family Day–Old-Fashioned Town Fair at Palmer Lake, 
July 3, noon to 4 p.m., Centennial Park (between the lake 
and Hwy 105). Sack Races, carnival, games; fun for free!
Barn Dance at Sibel’s Barn, 231 Front St., Monument, 
July 3, 8-11 p.m.
Sertoma Pancake Breakfast, July 4, 7 to 9 a.m. in front 
of St. Peter Church, 55 Jefferson St., Monument. 
Fourth of July 4-Mile Run, July 4, 7:30 a.m. The race 
starts at the Santa Fe Trailhead-Palmer Lake Regional 
Park and finishes at Limbach Park on Front Street in Mon-
ument. Come early for the parade in Monument and cheer 
on the runners! Pre-register June 15-July 1 at Tri-Lakes 
Printing, 1756 Lake Woodmoor Drive. Race day registra-
tion begins at 6 a.m. at Palmer Lake Elementary School; 
follow the signs from I-25 exit 161 and Highway 105.
4th of July Parade in Historic Downtown Monument:
The Monument Fourth of July Parade traditionally is 
made up of over 100 entries and draws an estimated 
20,000 spectators. The parade is known as the “Biggest 
small town parade in Colorado!” The theme for the 2006 
parade is Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. The 
Monument Hill Sertoma Club is proud to have sponsored 
the parade for 13 years. This year, U.S. Rep. Joel Hefley 
has been selected as the Parade Grand Marshal. Hef-
ley serves Lake, Chaffee, Park, Fremont, Teller, and El 
Paso counties and is retiring after 20 years in the House 
of Representatives and over 10 years in the parade. 

Parade entry forms are available at the Monu-
ment Town Hall, the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce, 
Tri-Lakes Printing, or e-mail Bill Walsh, chairman, at 
July4parade@adelphia.net or download a registration pack-
et on the Sertoma Web site at www.monumenthillsertoma 
org. 

Parking is available at the local schools with free bus 
shuttles running until 1 p.m. Fireworks, water guns, and 
alcohol are prohibited from all Fourth of July activities, 
including the parade.
Children’s Parade, 9:30 a.m. Youngsters participat-
ing should assemble in the south parking lot of St. Peter 
Church, First Street and Jefferson, by 8:30 a.m. No entry 
form is required; just show up with decorated tricycles, 
bicycles, wagons, animals, etc. 
Main Parade, 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m, starts at the intersec-
tion of Jefferson St. and Lincoln St., goes south on Lincoln 
St., north on Front St., east on Third St. and ends at the 
intersection of Highway 105 and Beacon Lite Rd.
Street Fair in Historic Downtown Monument after the 
July 4 parade: Food, art, crafts, vendors, live music, fun!
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts Open Gallery & 
BBQ, July 4, 2-9 p.m., 304 Highway 105, Palmer 
Lake. Three live bands will play 6-9 p.m., free!
“What a Blast!” at Palmer Lake, July 4, 3 p. m. to dusk
Live music, inflatable park, Celebrity Dunk Tank, games, 
rides—this year featuring the fabulous “Mind Bender” at 
the Palmer Lake baseball field opposite the Rock House on 
Highway 105.
“The Best Small-Town Fireworks Show in America” 
The fireworks display will begin shortly after dark, at 
about 9 p.m. The fireworks will be initiated from the south 
side of the lake, with the presentation over the lake toward 
the north.

There will be no parking along Highway 105 through 
the town of Palmer Lake. Parking will be allowed on 
County Line Road from Indi Drive to Spruce Mountain 
Road, but only on the south side (no parking on the Green-
land Open Space side).

The parking lots at the Santa Fe Trailhead on the east 
side of the lake will be designated “Special Needs” (handi-
capped, elderly, etc.) parking. Additional general parking 
lots will be appropriately marked. 

The town and county have a fire ban in place, so no 
use of personal fireworks will be permitted. Violators will 
be cited and fined up to $1,000 and the fireworks will be 
confiscated. Also, alcohol is prohibited.
After Glow Concert featuring the band Morning Star 
performing Pink Floyd’s “Dark Side of the Moon” after 
the fireworks.

Adult Literacy and ESL Tutor Training
Help adults learn to read, write, and improve their English 
language skills. Tutors work one-to-one with an adult 
learner two to four hours a week; meeting times and loca-
tion are flexible. Free training is held Thursdays, July 6, 
13, 20, and 27 at 5:30 in Penrose Library, 20 N. Cascade 
Ave., Colorado Springs. Tutors must attend five sessions. 
Call 531-6333, x2223 for information or to register. 

 Xeriscape garden tours
This sixth annual series of tours sponsored by Colorado 
Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. and Colorado WaterWise 
Council demonstrate water conservation principles in 
home landscapes. The remaining tours of the season are 
of six private gardens in Colorado Springs July 8 & 9, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The cost is a $15 per person (tax-deductible) 
contribution to Colorado Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc, 
a 501(c) (3) non-profit, charitable organization. Tickets are 
available at all Front Range King Soopers. On the dates of 
the tours, tickets can be purchased at 1222 La Paloma Way 
and 12 West Point Road in Colorado Springs. There you 
will receive a map to the other garden sites, which you will 
have two days to tour at your own speed in whatever order 
you wish. Tour hostesses, handouts, and information are 
available at each tour garden.

Rocky Mountain Storytelling Festival and 
Workshops

Some of the West’s best storytellers will present work-
shops and concerts for adults and children at this year’s 
Storytelling Festival, July 28 and 29. The festival’s theme 
this year is the Poet’s Tale, the Teller’s Song, the Singer’s 
Story. Susan Marie Frontczak, Brad Bowles, Stacey Dys-
on, and more storytellers and poets are featured. Come tell 
your own story at one of the Story Swaps. July 28 events 
will be held 9 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the Wildlife Experience 
Museum, Parker. July 29 events will be held 9 a.m. to 9:
30 p.m. at Palmer Lake Elementary School, 115 Upper Gl-
enway. Full advance registration is $44 for adults, $25 for 
children. Individual events cost $5 and up.

For more information and a free brochure, contact 
John Stansfield at PO Box 588, Monument, CO 80132, 303-
660-5849 (Denver metro) or toll-free 866-462-1727. Visit 
the festival website at www.colo-performingartists.com 
and click on the festival link.

Annual Estemere Mansion Tour
On July 29 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. you can tour the Este-
mere Mansion, an elegant 19th century Victorian mansion 
in Palmer Lake at 380 Glenway St. This is the only day of 
the year that this home is open to the public. The Palmer 
Lake Historical Society (PLHS) organizes the day as a 
fundraiser; the owners will be your hosts. There will also 
be music, food, drinks, historical books, and art from the 
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts. The entrance fee is $5 for 
members of PLHS, $8 for non-members. It is regretted 
that handicap access is not possible. For more information, 
phone 481-2323.

23rd annual National Night Out, Aug. 1
National Night Out is an annual event promoting crime 
prevention and drug prevention in communities across the 
country. The event’s recurring theme is: “Give neighbor-
hood crime and drugs a going-away party.” 

The concept is to turn on your porch light and come 
outside to join your neighbors to make a show of solidarity 
and strength. This event is an effective way for citizens to 
send the message to criminals that crime won’t be tolerat-
ed in their neighborhoods. It’s also a great way to welcome 
new residents to the area and help them get to know their 
new neighbors. A block party, barbecue, neighborhood 
walk, or other activity are some additional ways to partici-
pate in this nationwide event. 

The Sheriff’s Office encourages all residents of 
unincorporated El Paso County to plan an event and let 
them know about it. Residents within the city limits of 
Colorado Springs should contact CSPD for information 
about its program. On Aug. 1, Sheriff’s Office employees 
will travel around the county to attend the neighborhood 
celebrations. There will be prize drawings at the registered 
events. Registration forms must be returned by July 7.

For a registration form or questions about getting in-

volved with National Night Out in El Paso County, go to 
the Sheriff’s Office Web site at http://shr.elpasoco.com or 
contact Brandi Christon, Crime Prevention Coordinator, 
520-7151; or by e-mail, BrandiChriston@elpasoco.com.

Black Forest Slash-Mulch Site Schedule
The Black Forest Slash-Mulch Program is a wildfire 
mitigation and recycling program of the El Paso County 
Solid Waste Management Department. The slash-mulch 
recycling site is located in Black Forest on the east side of 
Herring Road, between Shoup Road on the north and Bur-
gess Road on the south. You may bring slash up to 6 feet 
long and up to 8 inches in diameter to the slash-mulch site, 
where it will be ground into mulch and recycled.

Slash is being accepted through Sept. 17, Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings 5 to 7:30 p.m.; Saturdays, 7 a.m. to 4 
p.m.; and Sundays, noon to 4 p.m. The cost is a donation 
of nonperishable food for nonprofit Black Forest organiza-
tions. No stumps, roots, lumber, railroad ties, dirt, weeds, 
or household trash will be accepted. Loads must be cov-
ered and tied, and children and pets must stay inside the 
vehicle while at the site.

Mulch will be available until Sept. 23. Bring your 
own tools and load mulch free of charge. The mulch loader 
schedule for June and July is Saturdays only, 7 a.m. to 
noon. In August and September, the mulch loader will be 
available Saturdays, from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. The loader fee is 
$4 per bucket. For more information, call El Paso County 
Solid Waste Management at 520-7878 or Ruth Ann Steele 
at 495-3107, or visit www.bfslash.org. 

County fire ban in effect!
Due to the continued dry conditions, a stage I fire restric-
tion is in effect for all of the unincorporated areas of El 
Paso County. The town of Palmer Lake has also enacted a 
fire ban. The following activities are prohibited:
1. Open burning, except fires and campfires within 

permanently constructed fire grates in developed 
campgrounds and picnic grounds; charcoal grills and 
wood burning stoves at private residences in areas 
cleared of all flammable materials.

2. The sale or use of fireworks.
3. Outdoor smoking except within an enclosed vehicle or 

building, a developed recreation site, or while stopped 
in an area at least 3 feet in diameter that is barren or 
cleared of all flammable materials.

These restrictions do not include fires contained within 
liquid-fueled or gas-fueled stoves, indoor fireplaces and 
wood-burning stoves, outdoor charcoal grills and wood-
burning stoves, providing they are at private residences 
and in an area cleared of all flammable materials including 
dry vegetation.

Special Events and Notices

             Screen Repair
                    Windows and  
                    Screen Doors

                    We come to you!

 Kurt 360-9559
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Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Jul. 3, 

CANCELLED.  Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each 
month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Jul. 6, 
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.    

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Jul. 11, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Jul. 12, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Jul. 12, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or 
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Jul. 13, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Now meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525.

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 
Meeting, Thu., Jul. 13, 6 p.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Jul. 13, 
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 2nd Thu. each month.  Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Jul. 17., 
6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally 
meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Jul. 18, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off 
Union Blvd and Printers Parkway). Meets 3rd Tue. and 
optionally 4th Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Tue., 
Jul. 18, 6:30 4 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Tue. each 
month. Info: 481-4886. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Mon., Jul. 19, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado 
Springs. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Call to confirm 
date and time. Info: 488-3603.  

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jul. 19, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680 or 599-4068. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Jul. 19, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or 
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.  

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jul. 19, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 
Woodmoor Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Jul. 20, 7 p.m., Learning Center of the Lewis-
Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and Jefferson. 
Normally meets the 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
4700. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue., 
Jul. 25, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off Union 
Blvd and Printers Parkway). This meeting held only if 
items are left from the Jul. 18 meeting. Info: 520-6300.

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Wed., 
Jul. 26, 4 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-6868.   

• Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Jul. 26, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th 
Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312.

• Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District 
Board Meeting, Wed., Jul. 26, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes 
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the 
bowling alley. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-
3303. 

• Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Authority Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jul. 26, following the fire district board 
meetings at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of 
Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-2312. 

• Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., Jul. 

27, 5:30 p.m at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 
west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th 
Thu. each month at the Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1 for the 
rest of 2006. Verify time, date, and location at SDMS at 
(800) 741-3254 or the district, 488-2110.

Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Aug. 3, 
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.  

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-

6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu., 
10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Children’s Yoga, every summer 
Saturday, 10:30-11 a.m., with Michaela Brancato, 
certified yoga instructor. Yoga helps children develop 
strong bodies, increase concentration, build confidence, 
express creativity, manage stress–and it’s fun! 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and 
Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly 
suitable for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Storytimes, every Tue., 10:
30 & 11:15 a.m. Special reading program events for 
preschoolers ages 3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Special reading program events for toddlers 
and children. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, every Thu., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587. 

• Monument Library Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids up 
to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every 
Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: 
July Programs for Kids

 Mondays at2 p.m. For kids 7 and up. (Call 488-2370 to 
register for Monday programs only)
July 10 “Horsin’ Around” Horse-lovin’ folks will learn 
more about their favorite animal and discover some 
good horse books, too!
July 24 “Pet Detectives” Discover animals that take a 
“bite” out of crime. Practice dusting for paw prints to 
crack a case!
Tuesdays at 10:30 & 11:30 a.m. For kids 3 and up
July 11 “ Birds of Prey” The Raptor Center of Pueblo 
shares their hawks, falcons, & owls.
July 18 “Animal Tales” Laugh it up with a world of 
animal tales and take home a craft.
Thursdays at 3 p.m. For kids 5 to 8 years old.
July 6 “Pretty Cool Pigs” Have a squealin’ time 
listening to pig stories and doing crafts.
July 13 “Dinosaurs!” Terrific dinosaur stories, music, 
movement and crafts. 
July 20 “Snakes are NOT Slimy!” Snake stories, 
crafts, and songs! 

• Monument Library: Teen Geo-caching Class, Sat., 
Jul. 22, 2 p.m. Join REI at the Monument Library and 
take the mystery out of Global Positioning Systems. 
Attendees owning a GPS unit should bring it and the 
instruction manual. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Movietime for Kids: “Babe, 
the Gallant Pig,” Tue., Jul. 25, 10:30 a.m.-noon. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Summer Reading Party, Fri., Jul. 28, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m., Palmer Lake Village Green. Live animals, games 

& prizes, face painting, Moon Bounce, food & drink, 
fire trucks! Sponsored by the Friends of the Library, the 
town of Palmer Lake, & Schwan Food Co. Info: 488-
2370 or 481-2587. 

Adult programs 
• Monument Library: Colorado Master Gardener 

Plant Clinic, Tuesdays 3-8:30 p.m. Drop in for expert 
assistance with all your gardening questions about 
plants, trees, and Xeriscaping. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 
Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes for 
beginner computer users. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Talk English! Mondays, 6:
30-8:30 p.m. Informal conversation groups for adults 
with intermediate and advanced English skills. No 
registration needed. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 
10 a.m.-noon. Socialize, explore issues, debate, and 
argue, all in a spirit of camaraderie.  Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• On break for summer: Monument Library History 
Buffs. Will resume meeting 1st Wed. each month in 
September. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Jul. 7, 9 a.m. This 
month’s book is Personal History by Katharine Graham. 
New members welcome, no registration needed. Meets 
1st Fri. each month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Found–Map and Compass, 
Sat., Jul. 8, 10:30 a.m. REI presents a workshop aimed 
at the newcomer to maps and compasses. Learn the 
basics such as understanding map symbols, orienting the 
map and compass, triangulation, declination adjustment, 
and reading terrain features. Please bring your compass. 
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587. 

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Sat., Jul. 15, 9:30 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. This is 
the nation’s first and largest classroom driver refresher 
course specially designed for motorists age 50 and 
older. Get a discount on your insurance. Advance 
registration and $10 fee required. Bring a lunch. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• New! Monument Book Club, Fri., Jul. 21, 10-11:30 
a.m. All are welcome. The July selection is Poisonwood 
Bible by Barbara Kingsolver. Meets the 3rd Fri. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Summer Safety Tips for People 
with Alzheimer’s Disease, Fri., Jul. 28, 9:30-11:30 
a.m. Practical summertime tips for caring for declining 
loved ones while in your home, community, and car. 
Registration requested; call 266-8773. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.

• Monument Library: Every Child Ready to Read, 
Thu., Aug. 10, 6-8 p.m. Free continuing education class 
ideal for pre-school teachers and daycare providers. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Registration: 488-2370.

• Monument Library July Art Display. Liamn Niblack 
presents a display of small woodcraft toys and wood 
banks with antique post office doors. The Rocky 
Mountain Association of Mosaic Artists presents “The 
Art of Broken Pieces.”

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Farmers Market, Sat., 7 a.m.-1 p.m, Jun. 3-Oct. 14, 

2nd and Adams St., Monument. Shop for fresh produce, 
breads, crafts, and more.

• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, 
Saturdays at 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Dick Durham, 488-2884.

• Al-anon/Alateen Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, 
every Sat., 10:30-11:30 a.m., College Room 2nd floor, 
NE corner; 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit 
www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call 
the 24-hour answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

• Weekend Bike Rides, Saturdays, 10 a.m. for road rides; 
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Sundays, 1 p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced Rock 
Bike Shop, 279 J Beacon Lite at 3rd St. Info: 488-9007. 

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon., 
5:30-6:30 p.m., Oracle Building off Voyager Pkwy. Info: 
call Don, 481-8435, or visit www.d26toastmasters.org. 

• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Monument Monday Night 
Literature Study, Every Mon., 7-8 p.m., Tri-Lakes 
Chapel, room 207, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, Monument. 
Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-anon-
alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service at 
719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 
1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 
9-10:10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or 
www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering 
service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Jul. 3, 7 p.m., 
2500 East Hwy 105, Monument (4.3 miles East of 
I-25).  Share concerns and success stories in a small 
group. Learn how you can become pain-free. Visitors 
and new participants always welcome. No charge, no 
products sold. Meets 1st Mon. each month. Info: Lorna 
Searle, 481-3735.

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, Tuesdays & Fridays, 
9:30 a.m., Basic Strength & Balance; 10:45a.m. 
Low Impact Cardio; Monument Hill Church, 18725 
Monument Hill Rd. YMCA members free, non- 
members $2 per class, first two trial classes are free. 
Info, 481-8728.

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Jul. 11, 
6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Normally meets 
1st Tue. each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467. 

• La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Jul. 11, 10 a.m., 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church. This worldwide 
organization provides mother-to-mother support for 
mothers who choose to breastfeed. 675 Baptist Rd. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2909.  

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Jul. 12, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Community 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck 
Eaton at 495-2443.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Jul. 13, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner 
Meeting, Thu., Jul. 13, 6:30-9 p.m., Woodmoor 
Country Club. Women building business relationships 
in a social atmosphere. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 
Visit www.trilakesnetworkingteam.org or call Claire 
Boynton, 332-8360. 

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Tue., Jul. 18, 6-8 
p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake. 
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more.  
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Childcare available. RSVP 
to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221

• MOMS Club of Monument New Member Social, Fri., 
Jul. 21. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and kids! 
Meets the Fri. before the last Wed. of the month. Info: 
Melissa Lockburner, 487-3193. 

• Womens Business Owners and Managers Luncheon, 
Wed., Jul. 26, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Woodmoor Pines Golf 
& Country Club. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-
3282.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., Aug. 3, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town 
Hall. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: Kay Reuteler, 
488-3263.

Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Aug. 3, 7 p.m., Church 
of Woodmoor, Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu. each month. 
Info: 488-3189. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

• Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts presents Wendy Woo 
& Crew Concert, Sat., Jul. 1, doors open 8 p.m. 304 
Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. For ticket prices and info, 
contact TLCA at 481-0475, www.trilakesarts.org. 

• July 4th Independence Day Parade, Monument, The 
Biggest Small Town Parade in Colorado, Sponsored by 
Monument Hill Sertoma. Children’s Parade 9:30 a.m., 
Main Parade 10 a.m., Monument Street Fair 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

• Fun and fireworks in Palmer Lake, 3 p.m. to dusk: 
Games, rides, celebrity dunk tank, and music at Palmer 
Lake baseball fields on Hwy 105. Fireworks after sunset 
at the Lake. 

• Monument Masonic Lodge Child ID Program, Tue., 
Jul. 4, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at the corner of Jefferson and 2nd 
Streets in Monument. All children must be accompanied 
by at least one parent. The ID process consists of taking 
and printing an electronic photo and index finger prints, 
taking height and weight, filling out a form, removing 
two strands of hair or fingernail clips for DNA and 
attaching them to the form, which the parent will keep. 
Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

• Music in the Park: Dick Foust with Ocean Jazz, 
Wed., Jul. 5, Limbach Park at the corner of Front Street 
and Second Street, 7-9 p.m. Bring a chair and enjoy the 
free concert. Food available for purchase. Info: Woody, 
481-3477. 

• The Western Museum of Mining & Industry: Outside 
Machinery Days at WMMI, Thu., Jul. 6, 10 a.m. & 1 
p.m. Hear the shrill whistle of the 1928 Osgood Steam 
Shovel. Learn how compressed air locomotives replaced 
the poor mule for hauling mountains of ore, and then see 
one rumble out of the past and down the track. Then, 
walk into WMMI’s operating gold refinery and hear 
stories of the past. Cost: $7 Adults, $6 AAA/Military, $5 
Seniors/Students, $3 Children under 12, members free. 
WMMI is located just off of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, 
#156A just across from the north entrance to the US Air 
Force Academy. Info: 488-0880.

• National Night Out, Tue., Aug. 1, register by Fri., Jul. 
7. Turn on your porch lights and hold a block party or 
neighborhood walk to “Give neighborhood crime and 
drugs a going-away party.” Registered events can win 
prizes. For a registration form or questions about getting 
involved with National Night Out in El Paso County, go 
to the Sheriff’s Office website at http://shr.elpasoco.com 
or contact Brandi Christon, 520-7151.  

• Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts presents Nashville’s 
“The Stringdusters” Bluegrass band with Travis 
Book, Fri., Jul. 7, doors open 7 p.m. 304 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. For ticket prices and info, contact TLCA 
at 481-0475, www.trilakesarts.org. 

• Palmer Lake Art Group Annual Fine Arts Show 
and Sale, Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. The free exhibit runs through Jul. 15, 
Wed. through Sun., noon-4 p.m. Show proceeds fund 
scholarships for seniors at Lewis-Palmer High School 
who plan to continue art studies. Info: Jan McGrath, 
488-3543.

• Music in the Park: Woody Woodworth & Sweet 
Revenge, also Joe Uvegas and Steve Houke, Wed., 
Jul. 12, Limbach Park at the corner of Front Street and 
Second Street, 7-9 p.m. Bring a chair and enjoy the free 
concert. Food available for purchase. Info: Woody, 481-
3477. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by singer/songwriter Annie Gallup, Fri., Jul. 14, 7 
p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. $5 general 
public, $3 Black Rose Acoustic Society members. Info: 
www.BlackRoseAcoustic.org or 633-3660. 

• Woodmoor Community Garage Sale, Fri., Jul. 14 & 
Sat., Jul. 15, 8 a.m.-1 p.m. To add your address to the 
participant list, call Claire Boynton of Keller Williams 
Realty at 481-1000.

• Food Drive, Jul. 16-29, at King Soopers stores in 
Colorado Springs, Pueblo, or Monument. This food 
drive is organized by Promise Keepers, in partnership 
with Springs Rescue Mission/Pueblo Rescue Mission, 
and King Soopers. 

• Music in the Park: Bob Turner & Sandy Reay, also 
The Mitguards, Wed., Jul. 19, Limbach Park at the 
corner of Front Street and Second Street, 7-9 p.m. Bring 
a chair and enjoy the free concert. Food available for 
purchase. Info: Woody, 481-3477. 

• Art Hop in Monument, Thu., Jul. 20, 5-8 p.m., 
downtown Monument. Explore the world of art with 
demos, food, music, specials, and lots of fun every 3rd 
Thu. each month through October. Info: 481-3108.

• TLCA Member Show, opening Jul. 21, Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts, 304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Info: 
481-0475, www.trilakesarts.org.

• Music in the Park: Groove Society–an a cappella 
group from Denver, Wed., Jul. 26, Limbach Park at the 
corner of Front Street and Second Street, 7-9 p.m. Bring 
a chair and enjoy the free concert. Food available for 
purchase. Info: Woody, 481-3477. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Celtic group Gobs ’Phun, Fri., Jul. 28, 7 p.m.  
Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest 
Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. $5 general public, $3 
Black Rose Acoustic Society members. Info: www.Blac
kRoseAcoustic.org or 633-3660.

• Estemere Mansion Tour, Sat., Jul. 29, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., 380 Glenway St., Palmer Lake. The Palmer Lake 
Historical Society organizes this tour every year; the 
owners of the 19th century Victorian mansion are the 
hosts. There will also be live music, food, drink, books, 
and art. Cost: $5 PLHS members, $8 non-members. No 
handicap access. Info: 481-2323. 

• Music in the Park: The String Dudes, Wed., Aug. 2, 
Limbach Park at the corner of Front Street and Second 
Street, 7-9 p.m. Bring a chair and enjoy the free concert. 
Food available for purchase. Info: Woody, 481-3477. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Special Concert: Austin 
Lounge Lizards, Fri., Aug. 4, 7 p.m., Black Forest 
Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at 
Shoup Rd., Black Forest. Cost: $12 BRAS members, 
$15general public. Advance tickets available on line, 
www.BlackRoseAcoustic.org, or by calling 282-0760.

• Colorado Springs Down Syndrome Association 
Buddy Walk, Sat., Aug. 26, Manitou Springs Memorial 
Park. Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. in the park. The 
walk starts at 10:30 a.m. and is a 5K (3.2-mile) course 
through the streets of Manitou. A continental breakfast 
and lunch are provided. Info: phone CSDSA at 633-1133 
or register on line at www.csda.org. 

To have your event listed in Our Community Calendar, 
please contact John Heiser at 488-3455, 

our_community_calendar@hotmail.com or 
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Yoga for Health
Classes

Treat yourself well & feel better

Sue Buell: Tue. 10:30 am, 6:30 pm, 
Fri. 9 am, Sat. 9:15 am 

MEN’S CLASS with Roth Hyland: 
Thurs. 6:30 pm

Classes at 279 Beacon Lite Rd. Suite H

Sue: 719-660-7858 Roth: 719-339-1280
trilakesyoga.com for updated info.

487487--28982898

FOR SALE ~ 2001 Lexus ES 300
Silver, excellent condition, $17,500
FOR SALE ~ 2001 Lexus ES 300
Silver, excellent condition, $17,500
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BASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHING 
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or  
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 

10% OFF Dry Cleaning*

10% OFF Alterations*

*With Coupon. Good Through 7/31/06.

• Dry Cleaning
• Full-Service

Laundry
• Leather and 

Suede Cleaning

• Wedding Gowns
• Expert Alterations
• One-Day Service
• One-Hour Service

on Many Items

1736 Lake Woodmoor Drive ~ 481-4252
Near Tri-Lakes Printing, Fitness Architects and the Library

 1445 Cipriani Loop ~ 481-0490
NEW LOCATION near the restaurants off Hwy 105 at Knollwood

Home Delivery Available
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