
By Jim Kendrick
The I-25 Baptist Road interchange expan-
sion will be delayed by five months due to 
a delay in the right-of-way transfer, Mayor 
Byron Glenn told the Monument Board of 
Trustees at its Feb. 5 meeting. 

In other matters, the board:
• Rejected two proposals to amend the 

town zoning ordinance with a sentence 
that would have prohibited occupants 
of recreational vehicle owners from 
sleeping overnight at the Monument 

Marketplace Wal-Mart. 
• Approved the fourth amendment to the 

final planned development (PD) site plan 
for the Monument Marketplace to allow 
the proposed Texas Roadhouse restaurant 
to use exterior building materials that 
are not part of the approved PD design 
guidelines. 

All board members and staff department 
heads were present. 

Delays for Baptist Road 
commuters extended

Interchange delay: A substantial amount 
of right-of-way is required to widen Baptist 
Road from two lanes to eight between Jack-
son Creek Parkway and the new eight-lane 
bridge over I-25. Hammers Construction 
and Darryl Tiegs have sold the Timbers at 
Monument property to another investment 
group without donating, as promised, the 
right-of-way for construction of several 
westbound lanes of Baptist Road west of 
Jackson Creek Parkway. The sale will not 
close until the end of March.

The new owners will not begin trans-
fer of the required right-of-way to the 
Colorado Department of Transportation 
(CDOT) until some time after the sale is 
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The Sock Hop was held Feb. 10 at the Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts in Palmer Lake. Above: Lars Ebbesen (new 
TLCA life member) dances with Woodmoor resident Debbie 
Haltermann. In the background, disc jockey G. T. from 91.5 
KRCC’s Vintage Voltage. 

Above: Sarah Schweiss and Darby Watt enjoy a blast from 
the past. Photos provided by Pat Yorke of the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts. For other TLCA events, check our 
community calendar on page 42, visit www.trilakesarts.org, 
or call (719) 481-0475.

(Continued on page 2)
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Monument Board of Trustees, Feb. 5

Delay in I-25 interchange adds to Baptist 
Road communter woes

Above: Excavation and installation of infrastructure for the widening of El Paso 
County’s Baptist Road by the Baptist Road and Pikes Peak Rural Transportation 
Authorities has been slowed by snow storms and several utility relocation and 
environmental permit delays. This picture was taken on Feb. 28 at the southwest 
corner of the Leather Chaps Drive intersection as snow began to fall yet again. 
Photo by Jim Kendrick
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closed. Now, the soonest the interchange construction can 
be completed is the end of 2008. 

This delay in transfer of critical right-of-way also has 

delayed the start of advertising for bids for construction 
of the interchange and the sale of the bonds to finance it, 
which in turn caused the Baptist Road Rural Transporta-
tion Authority (BRRTA) meeting that had been scheduled 
for Feb. 9 to be postponed until March 9 at Monument’s 
Town Hall. 

The transportation authority had originally planned 
for construction to begin in December, immediately after 
voters approved a temporary 10-year, 1-cent sales tax to 
finance expanding the state’s interchange with road con-
struction bonds. The authority is paying for the expan-
sion because the state will not have Senate Bill 1 funding 
available for several years. When CDOT receives this 
funding, CDOT will repay the authority $16 million, the 
current construction cost estimate for the contract. The 
transportation authority will use CDOT’s promised reim-
bursement to pay off the remaining principal and interest 
payments from the planned sale of $21.5 million in bonds 
this spring. 
Struthers Road delay: Construction of the rerouted 
and widened Struthers Road extension north from the 
Struthers Ranch development to the intersection of Jack-
son Creek Parkway and Baptist Road initially was delayed 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to protect Preble’s 
mouse habitat. No grading or other ground disturbances 
were allowed from April 1 to Nov. 1 next to the mouse 
habitat on both sides of Jackson Creek immediately south 
of Baptist Road and east of the I-25 northbound off-ramp 
to where it crosses under I-25.

The county began grading next to the habitat after 
Nov. 1, with all grading and excavating to be completed 
by the end of March. Paving Struthers Road next to the 
habitat between April 1 and Nov. 1 is permitted by Fish 
and Wildlife. 

Although grading for Struthers Road was authorized 
beginning on Nov. 1, construction has been further de-
layed by condemnation procedures required for the county 
to obtain two 5-acre lots along the western edge of the 
Chaparral Hills residential development. The owners have 
refused to accept the county’s offer for the right-of-way. 

The current estimated completion date for the 
Struthers Road construction is late 2007. Any further de-
lays may force some of this construction to be halted from 
April 1 to Nov. 1, which would delay completion by several 
more months at a minimum. 
Baptist Road delays: Widening of Baptist Road east 
of Jackson Creek Parkway has already been delayed for 
several months for relocation of underground electrical 
utilities by Mountain View Electric Association. The lon-

gest delays came in reaching an agreement on where and 
how to move electrical lines at the northeast corner of the 
Monument Ridge development, next to the steep slope up 
to the Family of Christ Church’s western parking area. The 
utility has still not completed movement of all affected 
electrical lines, having been overwhelmed by the scope of 
new construction throughout El Paso County. 

The Triview Metropolitan District sanitary sewer 
collection lines that will serve the proposed Promontory 
Pointe and Sanctuary Pointe developments are being bur-
ied below the new westbound lanes of Baptist Road be-
tween Gleneagle and Leather Chaps Drives. Triview initi-
ated excavation several months later than planned. Then 
the Triview sewer line was not installed deep enough to 
ensure proper gravity flow of wastewater. Several heavier-
than-normal snowfalls and hard freezes delayed the re-
installation. The affected westbound lanes still have not 
been completed. 
Jackson Creek Parkway traffic delays: Reopening of 
the intersection of Leather Chaps Drive and Baptist Road 
has also been delayed by several months due to the incor-
rect Triview sewer line installation. This has substantially 
lengthened the time commuters have had to use Lyons 
Tail Road as a detour to access Jackson Creek residential 
areas. As a result, shoppers continue to face daunting traf-
fic backups within the King Soopers center during rush 
hours if they attempt to exit the center onto Jackson Creek 
Parkway between Baptist and Lyons Tail Roads. No traf-
fic lights are planned for this King Soopers center access 
or the Lyons Tail Road intersection to help resolve the 
problem. 
Monument Ridge utility installation delay: After El 
Paso County connects Struthers Road to Jackson Creek 
Parkway and widens Baptist Road east of Jackson Creek 
Parkway, the improved northbound and eastbound lanes 
adjacent to the new Monument Ridge mixed-use develop-
ment will have to be excavated and nearly all of the new 
curbs along the Struthers and Baptist frontages will have to 
be removed. Because of timing problems, the Monument 
Ridge developer will not be able to install the commercial 
area’s underground utilities, acceleration/deceleration 
lanes, and three controversial right-in/right-out-only ac-
cesses before the county paves these two road segments. 

(A diagram of these road segments, curbs, and new ac-
cesses was published in OCN on page 6 of the Feb. 3, 2007, 
edition and can be seen at www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v7n2.htm#botjan16.) 
Monument Ridge access delay: The county has not ap-
proved these controversial accesses onto Struthers and 
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Baptist Roads. The county’s Transportation 
Department objects to the northern access on 
Struthers because vehicles are likely to create 
traffic safety issues by crossing through both 
Struthers Road northbound through lanes, then 
break into the double left-turn lanes in order to 
go west on Baptist Road. Vehicles exiting Monu-
ment Ridge at the western access onto eastbound 

Baptist Road may cross through both eastbound 
through lanes in a very short distance to get into 
the left-turn lane for the Jackson Creek Crossing 
intersection, the unmarked southeastern access to 
the King Soopers shopping center between Fam-
ily of Christ Lutheran Church and 1stBank. 

Some motorists will compound the hazard 
by then making an illegal U-turn to go west on 

Coupon Expires 3/31/07 
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Baptist. They will be turning hastily in 
front of westbound cars that will find it 
hard to slow down to avoid a collision 
as they descend the steep slope from the 
Leather Chaps Drive intersection. Jackson 
Creek Crossing is the unmarked access to 
the King Soopers shopping center from 
Baptist Road. 
Jackson Creek Crossing delay: The 
Board of Trustees intends to annex Baptist 
Road from the county after completion 
of all the improvements, paid for by a 
Pikes Peak Rural Transportation Author-
ity (PPRTA) 1-cent sales tax and BRRTA 
traffic impact fees for new building con-
struction. Monument is not a participant 
in the PPRTA or the BRRTA temporary 
sales taxes. However, most of BRRTA 
lies within the Jackson Creek portion of 
Monument. 

Baptist and Struthers Roads will be 
major collectors after construction is com-
pleted. County standards for major collec-
tors specify a minimum spacing between 
traffic signals of at least one-half mile. 
The town wants to construct a full motion 
(four-way left turns) intersection at the 
eastern access to the King Soopers cen-
ter. However, the county will not approve 
this requested signal because the Jackson 
Creek Crossing intersection is less than a 
quarter-mile east of the existing Jackson 
Creek Parkway signal. 

In addition, the county will not accept 
ownership of the widened roads until about 
a year after construction is completed to 
ensure that all aspects of the contracted 
work meet warranty specifications. After 
that, the town must take ownership of Bap-
tist Road in order to no longer be bound 
by this county’s prohibition of the traffic 
signal. The town would then excavate the 
county’s median at the Jackson Creek 
Crossing intersection that would prevent 

left turns from the three adjacent commer-
cial developments onto Baptist Road. Once 
the median is removed, the town would 
build a full-motion traffic signal for this 
intersection. 

The town’s position is that the full-
motion traffic signal between Jackson 
Creek Parkway and Leather Chaps Drive 
is needed to provide safe access to Baptist 
Road for the King Soopers shopping center 
and the adjacent proposed Jackson Creek 
Market Village shopping center to the east, 
as well as Monument Ridge. 

The Jackson Creek Market Village 
center was approved by the board even 
though it will have no accesses of its own. 
The Market Village center must rely en-
tirely on the two existing King Soopers 
center accesses because it will be so far 
below the grade of Baptist Road. 

Without this full-motion signal, there 
would be no direct access from Monument 
Ridge to westbound Baptist Road. 
Way cleared for Baptist Road improve-
ments on the west side of the inter-
change: Glenn said that the plan for dona-
tion of land for right-of-way for widening 
Baptist Road between I-25 and Old Denver 
Highway “has been pretty much taken care 
of.” The owners of the Diamond Shamrock 
property will lose their existing access to 
Baptist Road on the southwest corner of 
their property due to construction of new 
lanes and curbs. A new road will go north 
from Baptist Road through the middle of 
the cattle pastures between I-25 and the 
Santa Fe Trail. A new east-west access 
road will be built a few hundred yards 
north of Baptist Road. This access road 
will connect the west side of the Diamond 
Shamrock station to the new north-south 
road. 

Glenn concluded his roads report by 
saying that if there are any further Baptist 

Road construction delays be-
yond May 1, “the mouse will 
get in the way, and then we’re 
up the creek.” 

New commuter 
rail line proposed

Trustee Gail Drumm report-
ed that a second high-speed 
commuter rail line had been 
proposed to connect Denver 
to the Utah border along I-70 . 
Drumm said the Front Range 
Commuter Rail Association 
will add this proposal to its 
$2.5 million feasibility study 
for commuter rail lines along 
the Front Range from Albu-
querque, N.M., to Casper, 
Wyo. CDOT will contribute 
10 percent of this funding. 

The Rocky Mountain Rail Authority 
web site explains the relationship between 
the various authorities promoting this 
plan:

“Rocky Mountain Rail Authority 
(RMRA) is an organization formed by In-
ter-Governmental Agreements between 
Colorado cities, town, counties and trans-
portation districts. RMRA will work with 
the Colorado Department of Transporta-
tion to conduct the Rocky Mountain Cor-
ridor study. To be a member of RMRA you 
have to be a governmental agency. 

Front Range Commuter Rail (FRCR) 
was formed in 2004 as a non-profit cor-
poration to promote the high-speed rail 
line along the Wyoming-Colorado-New 
Mexico Front Range. The scope of the 
region’s transportation needs have grown 
to include the Colorado I-70 mountain 
corridor and the name Front Range is not 
accurate. Official forms have been filed for 
FRCR to do business as the Colorado Rail 
Association (CRA). Businesses, other cor-
porations, and individuals are encouraged 
to join CRA to help us with our important 
work. CRA will coordinate the election 
that is being planned for November, 2008 
to put in place the building of the Rang-
erXpress System.” 
(see map at: http://www.rangerxpress.com/
img/CO_RangerXpressSpurs20070107.j
pg)

Traffic light sensors 
cannot detect some cars

During public comments at the start of 
the meeting, the board and town staff first 
discussed the unresolved problem of the 
traffic light at Jackson Creek Parkway and 
Leather Chaps Drive. At the Jan. 16 BOT 
meeting, the Monument Police Department 
reported that District 38 school buses were 
forced to run red lights at this intersection 
when through or left-turn signals would 
not turn green. Control cameras that detect 
vehicles at the intersection apparently are 
not sensing their presence during and after 
snowstorms.

This is the only signalized intersection 
that Monument owns. All other Monument 
traffic signals, except the pedestrian-ac-
tivated crossing signals for the Santa Fe 
Trail on Second and Third Street, belong 
to the county (Baptist and Higby Roads) or 
CDOT (state Highway 105.) 

“The problem is when it’s snowing 
and the air is not clear and you’re in a light-
colored car, the camera does not pick up 
your car so the light doesn’t change,” said 
Town Manager Cathy Green. “They are the 
cheapest such cameras you can buy. So we 
didn’t really come to a solution other than 
that didn’t seem to be the first priority on 
Triview’s list.” 

Triview Metropolitan District has 
been responsible for reviews and approvals 
of all proposed development plans as well 
as construction, inspection, acceptance, 
and maintenance of Jackson Creek infra-
structure since the Regency Park annexa-
tion about 18 years ago

 During the past year, Monument has 
started requiring staff reviews and approv-
als of all these items. The town staff also 
has taken steps to upgrade the standards 
and regulations for construction within 
Triview to match those required elsewhere 
in Monument by town ordinances. 

Director of Development Services 
Tom Kassawara said Triview promised 
to look into the possible purchase of bet-
ter cameras to control traffic lights at this 
intersection. “You get what you pay for,” 
he said.

Trustee Steve Samuels said that the 
CDOT traffic lights at the Baptist Road 
interchange also often do not sense cars. 
Kassawara said the town cannot replace 
the I-25 control cameras because it does 
not own them. 

Knollwood Drive signal 
construction further delayed

Kassawara said owners of all the prop-
erties adjacent to the Highway 105 and 
Knollwood intersection had told him they 
have had their land surveyed and have 
prepared the correct legal descriptions and 
deeds necessary to donate land to the state 
for a new traffic signal. The owners also 
had told him that they had provided this 
documentation to CDOT, which should 
have met CDOT’s final requirement to 
approve the start of signal construction, 
yet no work has been done. He reiterated 
that CDOT is responsible for approving the 
required warrants and constructing traffic 
signals for state highways. He added the 
town has no control over CDOT accepting 
and approving the adjacent landowners’ le-
gal documents or initiating construction. 

Right-turn-only 
arrow eliminated

During the first public comment period, 
Steve Meyer, the town’s representative to 
the El Paso County Highway Advisory 
Commission, reported that CDOT had 
eliminated the right-turn-only arrow cycle 
that used to allow motorists to turn right 
from the northbound I-25 Baptist Road 
off-ramp onto eastbound Baptist Road 
while the westbound lane had a green 
light. Traffic is once again heavily back-
ing up down the ramp onto the shoulder 
northbound I-25, endangering commut-
ers at rush hour as vehicles pass them 
at 75 mph. Meyer said he had asked the 
county’s project manager for the Baptist 
and Struthers Road construction project, 
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Andre Brackin, to get CDOT to turn the cycle 
back on. Meyer added that the control cameras 
for the interchange also occasionally fail to detect 
vehicles on the off-ramps. 

Meyer suggested, if there is no oncoming 
traffic, that motorists turn on their bright lights 
for five seconds, then off, then back on for another 
five seconds to ensure that the interchange traffic 
light control cameras detect their presence. This 
technique will also work for the control cameras 
at other intersections, including the problematic 
Triview signal at Leather Chaps Drive and Jack-
son Creek Parkway. 

A few days after the BOT meeting, Meyer 
said CDOT had extended to 70 seconds the maxi-
mum allowed green-light period for vehicles exit-
ing the northbound off-ramp onto Baptist Road 
by right and left turns. However, the right-turn 
only cycle will not be restored. 

Meyer said he has been maintaining the web 
site www.MonumentMatters.org, with the help 
of staff, to replace the temporarily inactive town 
web site, which is under repair 

Residents urged to clear snow
Meyer also said that he had recently discovered 
that the town has no mechanism for any form of 
code enforcement, particularly for required snow 
removal by homeowners on residential sidewalks 
and school bus stops. Also, the various Jackson 
Creek homeowner associations have no ability to 
fine residents for not clearing snow. He suggested 
more aggressive enforcement of business license 
requirements to raise revenue to pay for a code 
enforcement officer. 

Glenn asked the staff to have Triview Dis-
trict Manager Larry Bishop enclose a mailer in 
the next cycle of Triview utility bills to remind 
homeowners of their civic responsibility to help 
protect neighborhood children and put an ad in 
the Tribune requesting residents to comply with 
the town code. Drumm said the town plows the 

snow onto the sidewalks, making it impossible 
to keep them shoveled. Meyer said many of his 
neighbors shoveled more than 5 feet of snow off 
their sidewalks, “so it can be done.” 

Plans to reopen 
skateboard park approved

Skateboarder Ryan Whisenhunt and Public 
Works Director Rich Landreth requested per-
mission to move forward with plans to have the 
area skateboarder committee help clean up and 
reopen part of the town’s currently closed park 
after worn-out structures are removed. The board 
approved the request by consensus. 

Two proposals to 
control RV parking defeated

Kassawara gave a “refresher course” on the RV 
parking issue. He said that after Wal-Mart an-
nounced its Marketplace construction plans, 
some members of the town’s Planning Commis-
sion and Board of Trustees said that overnight RV 
parking at Wal-Mart would be an unacceptable 
eyesore and a potential source of crime. Other 
members who own RVs, or who have parents 
who are RV owners, said that Wal-Mart would 
not promote their national program encouraging 
people to sleep in their parking lots if it was a 
crime problem. There was no consensus on the 
issue on either panel at that time. 

The owners of recreational vehicles often 
park overnight in Wal-Mart parking lots through-
out the nation. This is encouraged nationally by 
Wal-Mart for folks who usually shop in these 
stores before hitting the road again. There are 
popular Internet sites listing Wal-Marts that al-
low RV parking, which owners refer to when 
planning trips. Wal-Mart asks RV occupants to 
check in with store security personnel before 
staying overnight. 

A Wal-Mart spokesman told Vision Develop-
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ment, the Marketplace developer, and town 
staff that the corporation would not volun-
tarily comply with a request from the town 
to prohibit overnight RV parking before 
the town approved construction. Wal-Mart 
said it would conform, without protest, 
to a prohibition that was town-wide and 
applied equally to every large retail store 
with similarly sized lots and multi-family 
housing parking lots, as well as the Conoco 
and Diamond Shamrock truck stops. Lim-
ited on-street RV sleepovers in residential 
areas are allowed by the town code. 

After those discussions, Wal-Mart’s 
plans for the Marketplace were adminis-
tratively approved by the town’s Develop-
ment Services Department without public 
hearings, and the RV parking issue was 
dropped. Wal-Mart’s building plans and 
parking lot configuration conformed to 
design guidelines approved in 2003 as part 

of the Marketplace master plan. 
RV parking issue resurfaces: The board 
recently asked the staff to draft wording to 
prohibit RV parking after the Marketplace 
Wal-Mart opened. A public hearing on a 
draft ordinance amendment was held at the 
Nov. 8 Planning Commission meeting. 

The proposal would have added this 
sentence to the section of the town’s zon-
ing ordinance in the section on “exclusive 
use for parking spaces” for commercial 
and multifamily housing parking lots: 
“No off-street parking lot shall be used for 
overnight parking of recreational vehicles 
from dusk to dawn.”

The additional sentence was approved 
by a 5-2 vote, with Commissioner Carl 
Armijo and former Commissioner John 
Kortgardner opposed. Both noted before 
the vote that they owned RVs. 

At the Dec. 4 BOT public hearing, the 

word “occupied” was added before “rec-
reational vehicles” to eliminate possible 
confusion regarding RVs parked in the lots 
of RV sales and repair centers. The staff’s 
proposal was not intended to preclude an 
accessory use like temporarily parking an 
RV in a lot for Christmas tree sales, which 
would be covered by the issuing of a tem-
porary business license. Kassawara said 
sleeping in an 18-wheeler is not the same 
as sleeping in a recreational vehicle. The 
trustees and staff discussed several con-
cerns on both sides of the issue. 

If the town were to allow overnight 
parking of occupied recreational vehicles: 
• There should be specific locations with 

oversize spaces for RVs and campers, 
with adequate illumination and visibility 
for town police patrols. 

• The town would have to waive the 
minimum number of required Wal-

Mart parking spaces required for its 
square footage.
• The town would have to pay for 
restriping the Wal-Mart parking 
lot for larger RV spaces and for 
Marketplace signs designating 
where overnight parking of occupied 
RVs would be allowed, now that the 
final plats and PD site plans for the 
Wal-Mart and Home Depot stores 
have already been approved by 
staff. 
• Allowing overnight RV parking 
at Wal-Mart would hurt existing 
campground businesses in the area 
and harm the aesthetics of Jackson 
Creek.
• RVs in the Wal-Mart lot could 
probably not be seen from Jackson 
Creek homes or I-25. 
• Overnight RV parking at unlit 
office building parking lots is not 

addressed by the proposed amendment. 
If the town were to prohibit overnight 

parking of occupied recreational 
vehicles:

• The restrictions should be applicable 
throughout the town.

• The town would have to pay for signage 
prohibiting overnight parking at all 
affected town parking lots. 

• An exception should be made for church 
parking lots and residential private 
driveways. 

• Campers and RVs on lots where 
Christmas trees are temporarily sold are 
not a recreational use. 

• Due to other duties, police would 
probably not be available to ask RV 
owners to leave the Wal-Mart lot until 
well after midnight. 

• Awakening unknowing people and 
requiring them to move their RVs from 
the Wal-Mart lots in the middle of the 
night would be unsafe. 

• The town would lose tax revenue from 
this Wal-Mart and nearby stores and 
restaurants to the Castle Rock and 
North Academy Boulevard Wal-Mart 
shopping centers that allow overnight 
parking. 

• The town would have to pay for “No 
overnight RV parking allowed” signage 
throughout the Marketplace, now that 
the final plats and PD site plans for the 
Wal-Mart and Home Depot stores have 
already been approved. 

The proposed amendment was continued 
again on Dec. 18 and Jan. 16 so that all 
seven trustees and Police Chief Jake Shirk 
could attend a public hearing.

Kassawara said the board might wish 
to add an additional amendment directing 
creation of oversize parking spaces for 

(Continued on page 8)
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Report to the Community • March 2007

Visit Lewis-Palmer School District #38 on the web at www.lewispalmer.org to fi nd out more!

Facilities & Enrollment 
Committee 
The Facilities & Enrollment Committee 
(FEC) is a standing committee charged 
with making recommendations to the 
Board of Education (BoE) on utilization 
and remodeling of existing facilities and 
construction of new facilities. The FEC 
also assists in planning for capital reserve 
projects and is charged with public 
oversight of bond expenditures.

In November 2006, the Lewis-Palmer 
School District community approved $57 
million in bonds for the construction of 
a second high school and improvements 
to the existing high school, which include 
an additional entrance to LPHS and 
renovations to Don Breese Stadium.

The school district’s bonding agent, RCB 
Capital Markets, sold bonds in mid-
December on behalf of LPSD.  With the 
knowledge and ability to enter the market 
at a profi table time, and because of the 
District’s good fi nancial management and 
high bond rating, the District’s $57 million 
in bonds sold at a premium.  The premium 
generated an additional $8,063,477.62 
in capital for use on the projects approved 
by voters.  The total budget for the projects 
noted above is $65,063,477.62, but 
the District’s indebtedness for the bonds 
remains $57 million.

The FEC periodically reviews the 
expenditure of these bond funds and 
reports the following information as 
of February 9, 2007: The amount of 
bond funds spent to date on the second 
high school project is $1,643,979.98.  
This project is on schedule with a fi nal 
completion date of August 1, 2008. The 
amount of bond funds spent to date on 
improvements to the existing high school is 
$0.00.  This project is on schedule with a 
fi nal completion date of August 16, 2007.

Visit www.lewispalmer.org for additional 
information about the FEC . Click on 
“Board of Education”/“Committees”...and 
for detailed information on the budget 
for the bond projects, click on “Current 
Initiatives”/“Second High School”/“Second 
High School Progress Report”.

To All Lewis-Palmer School District Patrons:
This is the fi rst issue of a new communication effort — designed to provide monthly updates 
to the patrons of Lewis-Palmer School District #38.  We are excited about the direction our 
District is heading, and we welcome this opportunity to share these developments with you. 

I have had the pleasure of meeting with many community members over the last two 
months, and I have come away from these meetings with a clear impression of appreciation 
— both for the educational and life experiences that our teachers and staff are imparting 
on the youth in our community.  In addition, many patrons have expressed a need for more 
information concerning tax payer dollars used to run the District.  While the overall intent 
of this report is not only to relay fi nancial information, this particular issue highlights two 
important fi nancial areas: (1) information regarding the costs for central administration and 
the realignment of central administration funds and (2) the recent $57 million dollar bond 
passage and the expenditure of those funds, reported by the newly-created Facilities and 
Enrollment Committee (see side bar).  

Over the last few months, the District has been actively developing possible boundary 
solutions as we move forward with the construction of a second high school.  The Boundary 
Committee has created possible scenarios with the support of the Facilities and Enrollment 
Committee and much community input.  (Both committees are comprised of community 
volunteers.)  While it certainly cannot be assumed that the District will receive support for 
the passage of an anticipated mill levy override question on the November 2007 ballot, it is 
our intent that the community have the information available to make an informed decision. 
To this end, future publications of this report will include additional information specifi c to 
fi nancial accountability. 

I am extremely honored to have the opportunity to lead our District and look forward to 
connecting with more community members in the coming months.  Recently, I have started 
the process of developing a “Key Communicators” group comprised of patrons representing 
businesses, charitable institutions, faith-based organizations, and other governmental 
agencies within our community.  The purpose of this group is to provide information in a 
transparent and timely way to our community as we partner “in pursuit of excellence” for 
our youth.

      
        Raymond H. Blanch  
        Superintendent of Schools

Central Administration Realignment
Lewis-Palmer School District’s central administration team has the lowest number of 
administrators to students and instructional staff when compared to other school districts 
within the region (see chart below).  Over the last two months, our leadership team has 
worked on evaluating roles and responsibilities, and as a result of this self-evaluation, the 
team is recommending a reduction of approximately $130,000 of central offi ce salaried 
expenditures.  Over the last few years, our District has had a signifi cant increase in the 
number of students coming to school with special needs, and this increase is particularly 
impacting the early childhood years.  As a result of the administration realignment, the 
savings that will be realized at central offi ce will be shifted to provide more resources to 
students with special needs.  

District            
 

Enrollment
 

Students per
Central Offi ce 
Administrator

Instructional 
Staff per Central 

Offi ce Admin

Harrison               10,328.00 250.2 16.56

Widefi eld                8,141.10 307.4 19.5

Fountain-Ft Carson  5,543.50 354.0 22.63

Academy 20 18,800.50 482.0 26.18

Cheyenne Mt         4,251.50 438.7 28.01

Falcon 49  9,544.50 501.3 29.93

Lewis-Palmer        5,386.50 505.1 30.05

SUPERINTENDENT'Supdate
In Pursuit of Excellence
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RVs, which can use as many as 
six ordinary spaces. 

During the public hearing, 
resident Steve Meyer said an ex-
ception should be made for RV 
occupants at the Diamond Sham-
rock and Conoco stations, as 
there is no prohibition for truck 
drivers sleeping in their vehicles. 
He said another exception should 
be considered for RV occupants 
who stay in their vehicles at 
commercial lots when highways 
are closed for snow. He said that 
there would be no one to enforce 
security other than Wal-Mart. 

Resident Shawn Morris said 
he has stayed overnight at the 
Diamond Shamrock and Conoco 
stations when he couldn’t drive 
his RV back to his house through 
snow. 

Campground owner Ernie 
Biggs said he “objected more” 
to the existence and competi-
tion of the Air Force Academy’s 
campground but was “adamantly 
opposed” to prohibiting RV 
parking at Wal-Mart as a private 
property issue. He said , “There’s 
a lot of RV (owner’s) that really 

detest the cheap houses that you 
guys live in. They pull in with a 
million-dollar rig and all these 
little $250,000, $300, $400,000 
houses, they kind of look down 
on them. There’s more and more 
of that happening all the time. At 
one point in time in my camp-
ground last summer I had 22 rigs 
and all of them cost over a mil-
lion dollars. What to somebody 
looks ugly, to other people looks 
beautiful.” He added that board 
members should not try to force 
their views on others. 

Some of comments from 
the letters and e-mails submitted 
from across the country to the 
town were:
• The overwhelming majority 

of RVs are not eyesores and 
owners are not vagrants. 

• The average fill-up after an 
overnight stay exceeds 100 
gallons of fuel. 

• When the town realizes how 
much revenue has been lost and 
rescinds the restrictions, RV 
owners will still drive through 
Monument to neighboring 
Wal-Marts in Colorado 

Springs and Castle Rock as 
they still do elsewhere. 

During the board’s discussion, 
some of the trustee’s comments 
were:
• RVs are not a problem now, 

and the issue can be addressed 
later.

• Adding an ordinance of this 
magnitude is ridiculous. 

• Truck stops have facilities for 
dumping wastes, which Wal-
Mart does not.

• Threatening letters and e-
mails to trustees from RV 
owners across the country are 
coercive and offensive. 

• The ordinance is not a way to 
harm Wal-Mart, though many 
people oppose its business 
practices. 

• RV owners can afford a $45 
parking fee at campgrounds. 

• The only security threat that 
worries Wal-Mart security 
officials are Wal-Mart’s 
employees stealing RV 
owners’ property while the 
occupants are asleep. 

• The town needs to invite 
people in rather than push 

them out.
• County residents that say “they 

don’t want cheap houses next 
to them” at land use hearings 
are appalling.

Chief Shirk said that allowing RV 
parking to continue would not be 
a public safety problem. Business 
owners can ask problem RV own-
ers to leave their parking lots as 
well as their stores as a trespass 
issue. Police would get involved 
if they did not leave. 

Monument Marketplace 
manager Rick Blevins said that 
the center’s covenants have al-
ready established RV parking 
areas. He added that the Market-
place’s designated RV parking 
areas are not currently prohibited 
by the town’s code and also com-
ply with the Regency Park zoning 
code. 

After just under an hour of 
discussion on numerous options 
and the complications that each 
could create, the board voted 
down Trustee Miller’s motion to 
add the single-sentence RV park-
ing prohibition to the ordinance 
(1-6), with only Trustee Tommie 

Plank in favor. 
Another motion to allow 

occupied RVs to park over-
night at commercial lots, with 
the following six conditions, 
was proposed by Trustee Dave 
Mertz:
• Parking is restricted to 
one night only
• Jack stands cannot be 
extended (prevents damage to 
the parking lot)
• No barbecuing by the 
occupants
• RV awnings cannot be 
extended
• Property owners must be 
notified and give permission 
• The RV parking area 
at each specific commercial 
lot has to be approved by the 
town
This motion failed by a 3-4 
vote with Easton, Mertz, and 
Plank in favor and Drumm, 
Miller, Stevens, and Glenn 
opposed. 

YMCA development 
fees clarified

Kassawara reported the costs 
the town would be assessing for 
development of the proposed 
YMCA facility on Jackson 
Creek Parkway, between Lewis 
Palmer High and I-25, north 
of Higby Road. The YMCA 

had requested waivers of several 
fees, including what they said 
were $63,000 in planning fees, 
because the YMCA is a nonprofit 
organization that will be provid-
ing community services that the 
town cannot afford to provide. 
The YMCA will also discount its 
fees for those who cannot afford 
standard fees. 

Kassawara said the actual 
costs to the YMCA will be:
• Planning and engineering 

review—$10,050
• Permit and inspection fees—

$5,400
• Land use application fee—

$250
• Drainage impact fee—$13,325
• Use taxes—$46,935
• Traffic impact fee—$53,963 
• Jackson Creek Parkway 

improvements—$87,000
• $30,000 for the YMCA’s share 

of the $125,000 cost for a new 
traffic signal

• $65,000 for curb and gutter on 
the west side of Jackson Creek 
Parkway

The Tri-Lakes Fire Protection 
District will also charge the 
YMCA an impact fee of $15,750. 
Kassawara said a portion of 
the traffic impact fee would 
be waived because the YMCA 
would pay about $30,000 for its 
share of the cost of a new traffic 
signal north of Higby Road at the 
intersection it will share with 
Lewis-Palmer High School for 
their new parking lots. 

Kassawara said, “Refunding 
impact fees is not something that 
is generally done. It tends to cre-
ate problems for those who pay 
the impact fees when somebody 
else is getting away.” The fees 
are also part of his department’s 
revenue in the 2007 budget and 
would have to be replaced from 
another unspecified source. He 
noted that the town had donated 
$4,346 to the Colorado Juniors 
Volleyball Gymnasium that off-
set the construction materials use 
tax that was collected. Treasurer 
Pamela Smith said the town must 
make a donation if it chooses to 
do so because it cannot waive 
fees. 

Glenn said it was fair to 
make a similar type donation of 
$46,935 to the YMCA that offsets 
the use tax. Trustee Tim Miller 
supported Glenn’s proposal. 
Trustee Steve Samuels suggested 
that “in fairness” the donation be 

Palmer Divide Ranches on East Cherry Creek
Gated Acreage Homesites in Douglas/Elbert County
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limited to $4,346 because the YMCA is a 
business that makes money but will pay 
no taxes to Monument. 

Rick Blevins of the Jackson Creek 
Land Co. said that his company had do-
nated 12 acres of land, worth over $2 mil-
lion, to the YMCA three years ago to help 
it generate matching grants from other 
sources. The cost of the proposed building 
has risen from $10 million to $15 million. 

After 25 minutes of discussion, a 
motion to donate $4,346 in town funds to 
the YMCA was unanimously approved. A 
motion to make a donation to the YMCA 
equal to the share of the traffic signal cost 
did not receive a second. 

Marketplace amendment 
approved

The board unanimously approved the 
fourth amendment of the Monument Mar-
ketplace planned development site plan. 
The amendment shows minor site plan 
changes that had been approved by staff 
since the third amendment was approved. 

The fourth amendment also includes 
a waiver for building materials for the 
proposed Texas Roadhouse restaurant. 
Waived are the use of painted cedar siding 
in lieu of stucco and a forest green metal 
roof larger than 500 square feet. The Tex-
as Roadhouse is on the northwest corner 
of the Marketplace between Wal-Mart 
and I-25 and will face south. The corpora-
tion had originally asked for clear stained 
cedar and an unpainted metal roof, which 
staff had denied due to lack of compat-
ibility with the existing structures. Kas-
sawara said the suggested variation would 
not detract nor add to the Marketplace’s 
“Colorado mountain theme.” 

Rowdao Drive was renamed Blevins 

Buckle Drive after Trustee Plank objected 
to the spelling. The spelling “Rodeo” was 
rejected previously by the Enumerations 
Office of the Regional Building Depart-
ment because it had already been used 
elsewhere. Blevins gave a Blevins buckle, 
commonly found on many saddles, to 
the board in honor of the occasion. (For 
examples see: www.tandyleather.com/
products.asp?dept=231 )

Other matters
Glenn said he opposed the potential car 
wash which had replaced the gas station 
originally depicted on the west side of Lot 
10 in Filing 14 on the southeast corner of 
the Marketplace due to lack of specific 
information on water usage. A condition 
of approval was: The car wash will require 
future approval by the board on this lot. 

The board approved a number of con-
tinuing professional service contracts with 
the following engineering consultants:
• Ayres Associates Inc.
• Carter and Burgess, Inc.
• Nolte Associates, Inc. (Easton recused 

himself) 
• Stantec Consulting, Inc. (Glenn recused 

himself)
The board also approved a design contract 
with Centennial Services, Inc., for the new 
Town Hall and Police Department building 
to be constructed at the southwest corner 
of Beacon Lite Road and Highway 105. 
The contract for design and cost estimates 
only is not to exceed $172,000 of the total 
authorized $2.9 million for completion of 
the entire project. 

In other matters, the board approved:
• An ordinance that authorizes a “part-

time (two days per week) manager/
organizer” to coordinate downtown 
development events and improvement 

projects. 
• Renewal of the Casa Diego’s hotel/

restaurant liquor license by a 6-1 vote, 
with Miller opposed. 

• Unanimously renewed the animal 
control service contract with the Pikes 
Peak Humane Society for the same 
$8,500 fee as the previous year. 

• The November financial report and five 
payments over $5,000.

The board went into executive session 
to discuss real estate negotiations at 9:10 
p.m. No votes were made after the execu-
tive session concluded at 9:50 p.m., and 
the meeting was immediately adjourned. 

This is the first in a series of monthly up-
dates on El Paso County road construc-
tion from Kem Reliford, project engineer 
at the county Department of Transporta-

tion.
Baptist Road

You may have noticed our general con-
tractor has not been very visible on Bap-
tistRoad. We have experienced some con-
struction delays due to weather and utility 
conflicts. Most of the work that has been 
done on Baptist Road over the last two 
months has involved utility relocations/
installation by private utility contractors.

Also, we are under an environmental 
deadline to meet construction milestones 
for the new Struthers Road, so the general 
contractor has focused construction ef-
forts in this area.

Struthers Road
Construction in the area is focused on 
subgrade stabilization within the roadway 
section near Baptist Road. The presence 

of groundwater has made the ground too 
soft for road construction or loading with 
heavy construction equipment. The gen-
eral contractor is installing large rock and 
geotextile fabric, which is a porous, syn-
thetic cloth, to address this condition and 
should finish this phase of the work within 
two weeks. The rest of the roadway has 
been cut to preliminary grade and awaits 
utility relocations so that final roadway 
grading may commence. There is an 
April 30 deadline for construction of the 
roadway section on Struthers Road, due 
to the presence of the endangered Preble’s 
meadow jumping mouse. Construction on 
the new Struthers Road has been delayed 
due to ongoing right-of-way acquisition 
negotiations for two parcels that will front 
the road. All utility relocations and com-
pletion of the new roadway, as designed, 
are dependent upon the county obtaining 
possession of required right-of-way.

On the Roads

Status of Baptist, Struthers 
road construction

New Kid on the Block
Fox Meadow Church is the 
newest spiritual sensation to hit 
Monument. The church opened 
its doors to the public for the fi rst 
time on October 1, 2006. Since 
then, they have been making 
great strides with God’s help. 

Fox Meadow is excited to partner 
with people in their faith journey 
to spur on spiritual growth. 
Their desire is to see individuals 
feel comfortable in a church 
community and then learn how 
to embrace the Christian faith. 
The church is convinced that as 
people engage with God they 
will become more of who they 
are meant to be. This simple 
idea is behind their slogan of 
“belong, believe, become.” 
Being with the new church from 
the beginning, Paul Schmallen 
shares, “We’re really hoping 
people distant from the church 
fi nd Fox Meadow an ideal place 
to belong.”

In addition to their fantastic 
weekly services, they have 
just hired a Children’s Ministry 
Director who is creating a top-
notch experience for every child. 
Programs for children up to age 

eight are available during the 
service to help kids and parents 
each enjoy the most appropriate 
setting for learning. There is 
also a bible class available for 
adults at 9 a.m. just prior to the 
service. 

The church is enthusiastically 
beginning a search for land. 
They look forward to building 
a campus that will put Fox 
Meadow permanently on the 
Tri-Lakes landscape. 

The church is one of the latest 
to be planted by the Evangelical 
Free Church of America. This 
association of churches unites 
around a common doctrinal 
statement, yet has stylistically 
diverse church bodies. This is 
Pastor Dave Manst’s second 
plant with this organization 
that has started nearly 30 
churches in Colorado since 
2000. Fox Meadow Church 
is a fresh, modern, informal 
experience that is comfortable 
for newcomers and challenging 
for veterans in the faith. You can 
learn more about the EFCA at 
www.efca.org.

They would be thrilled to have 
you check them out any Sunday 
at Prairie Winds Elementary 
School in King’s Deer at 10 a.m. 

For more information, you can 
call 719-488-4569 or check out 
www.foxmeadowchurch.com.
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Monument Board of Trustees, Feb. 20

Plans for senior center advance
By Jim Kendrick

The Monument Board of Trustees gave final approval to 
donate town land for a regional senior center on Feb. 20. 

Chuck Roberts, director of the Tri-Lakes Senior Al-
liance and a board member of the Tri-Lakes Health Ad-
vocacy Partnership, thanked the board for finalizing the 
paperwork to donate a town lot on Highway 105 east of 
Knollwood Drive for construction of a senior residence 
facility. He said this will be the first such facility in the 
Tri-Lakes area. 

Roberts also said the Partnership submitted an offer 
earlier that day to purchase the Palmer Lake Bowling Al-
ley on Highway 105, which the group would convert into a 
senior center. He asked the board to add a line item to the 

town’s budget for senior programs to help pay for opera-
tion of this new center. 

The partnership is seeking donations for the senior 
center project, which can be made through Jay McKeown, 
Peoples Bank of Monument, 488-8900. 

Mayor Byron Glenn said he supports town funding 
for the center as well as improvements for seniors in the 
town’s parks, noting that the senior population in the area 
has risen from 2,000 in 2000 to 7,500 in 2007. 

In other matters, Glenn reported that the Pikes Peak 
Area Council of Governments (PPACG) still has Baptist 
Road and I-25 widening, from Academy Boulevard (Exit 
150) to County Line Road (Exit 165), on its Transportation 
Improvement Plan. This PPACG highway construction 
priority list is used by the Colorado Department of Trans-
portation (CDOT) to allocate state Senate Bill 1 funding 
of regional projects. 

Glenn said Colorado Springs is now pushing for 
a high priority for roads to support Peterson Air Force 
Base war-time mobility requirements with construction 
of a new $35 million interchange at West Stewart Avenue 
and Powers Boulevard. This request is in addition to the 
already-approved priority for roads between Fort Carson 
and the Colorado Springs Airport. 

Glenn said the trustees should get involved with the 
Pikes Peak Rural Transportation Authority Citizen Advi-
sory Committee and PPACG committees. 

“We have to look out for the people using I-25 every 
day,” he said. “It’s getting worse and worse, especially 
that part going south from here to Gleneagle.” He asked 
the trustees to speak up for the need for these already-ap-
proved improvements for I-25 so that its priority is not 
overridden by this new proposal. 

Other matters
• Benny Nasser introduced Creekside Middle School 

student Michaela Diamond, one of nine winners of 
the Sertoma Freedom Week “What America Means 
to Me” contest. She read her essay, “A Life Worthy of 
Freedom,” to the trustees. Glenn read the proclamation 
declaring Feb. 19-25 as Sertoma’s Freedom Week. 

• Trustee Tim Miller announced that Glenn had been 
awarded the annual Spirit of Monument award at the 
annual dinner held for the board and staff members. 

• Glenn asked the board to read the Southern Colorado 
Economic Forum report on 2005 and 2006, which 
notes that Colorado’s economy is expected to bounce 
back by the end of 2007. Unemployment in El Paso 

County is decreasing, with small firms having the 
greatest increase in jobs. The housing market is down 
considerably due to construction material costs rising 
more than 23 percent per year for the past three years. 
Foreclosures are also up, creating a higher number of 
homes for sale. 

• Trustees Tim Miller and Gail Drumm asked Smith for 
an analysis of the possible benefits from more early 
payments of existing town debt as a hedge against the 
economy remaining flat and slow growth in revenue. 

• The board reviewed a draft list of 28 items that staff 
had proposed for the town’s 10-to-20-year capital 
improvement plan. Staff members provided information 
on each of the projects and answered trustee questions 
about alternative sources of potential funding 
improvements to Old Denver Highway, downtown 
drainage, and parks, among other topics. Glenn asked 
the trustees to submit a list of their top 10 priorities 
— based on the health, safety, and welfare of citizens 
— to the staff prior to the next board meeting. 

• The board unanimously approved the December 
financial statement and preliminary year-end figures. 
Smith noted that when the figures for the new Town 
Hall and Police Department building are removed, 2006 
revenues are up 8 percent from 2005 — up 9 percent in 
the general fund and 4 percent in the water enterprise 
fund. Net sales tax revenues are 8 percent higher than 
budgeted for 2006 “due to increased development and 
retail sales.” Expenditures in 2006 are down 19 percent 
from 2005 — 5 percent under the 2006 budget in the 
general fund and 36 percent under budget in the water 
enterprise fund. 

Bosco payment raises questions
Four payments over $5,000 were unanimously approved:
• $121,673 to Triview Metropolitan District for December 

sales tax receipts ($116,161) and motor vehicle tax 
receipts from November through January ($5,512)

• $10,000 to Rocky Mountain Rail Authority for the 
town’s membership dues for 2007

• $19,600to Layton Truck Equipment Co., Inc. for a truck 
bed for plow truck 

• $79,357 to Bosco Constructors, Inc., for work on the 
water treatment plant 

The payment to Bosco Constructors, Inc., of $79,356.55 
for expansion of the water treatment plant on the northwest 
corner of Second Street and Beacon Lite Road drew sever-
al questions. Though not the final payment, Public Works 

Director Rich Landreth said it’s 
about 98 percent complete, with 
about $30,000 remaining. He 
added, “We’re holding their feet 
to the fire” as Bosco works on 
“punch list” items. The Bosco 
project should be done, except 
for landscaping, by March 3. 
Town Treasurer Pamela Smith 
said part of the payment had 
been withheld until Bosco 
cleared up a problem with one of 
its subcontractors. 

In addition, the town will 
hold $57,000 in retainage fees in 
an escrow account. These funds 
could be used to pay for possible 
repairs by another contractor 
during the warranty, should 
Bosco might not perform them 
at the town’s request–a stan-
dard practice for public capital 
improvement projects. When 
the warranty period is over, the 
town will return whatever funds 
are in the retainage account, if 
any, to Bosco with interest. 
Rockwell Ready-Mixed 

Concrete appeal denied
Town Attorney Gary Shupp 
reported that Town Manager 
Cathy Green rejected property 
owner Kalime Masse’s appeal 
of her denied business license 
application for a concrete batch 
plant. 
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Sacred Architecture of IndiaSacred Architecture of IndiaSacred Architecture of IndiaSacred Architecture of India 

Breath & MeditationBreath & MeditationBreath & MeditationBreath & Meditation 
Call for full details!  

Yoga Pathways    
Studio

Class schedule on studio doorClass schedule on studio doorClass schedule on studio doorClass schedule on studio door or 
call:      

Raleigh 481-4137/Sue 660-7858 
325 2nd St., downtown Monument 
Suite W in the Monteverde Bldg. 

Sattvic
Stuff

Located in Yoga Pathways Yoga Pathways Yoga Pathways Yoga Pathways  
*shop hours* 
10-1 Wed. & Sat.  
and before & after classes 
Info: Sharon  481-0599 

yoga & healthy  
living shop
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Green had acted as hearing officer for the appeal on 
Feb. 12. Masse had sought to renew a long-expired busi-
ness license for the abandoned Rockwell Ready-Mixed 
Concrete, Inc., plant on the northeast corner of Highway 
105 and Washington Street.
Background: The Rockwell Ready-Mixed Concrete batch 
plant began operations in 1952. A building permit for an 
addition to the existing batch plant was issued to Bartlett 
Construction in 1984. After some initial work was per-
formed, the Bartlett construction project was abandoned 
in 1985 without being completed. The plant was then 
abandoned in 1987. 

The town purchased the 5-acre parcel, to be used as a 
town maintenance/equipment yard, at a federal marshal’s 
tax sale in 2001, and put down a $10,000 deposit on the 
property. Then-Mayor Betty Konarski urged the board 
to abandon the purchase and forfeit the $10,000 deposit 
to avoid a possible lawsuit by the former property owner 
Ross W. Clinger even though a federal judge had ruled that 
Clinger could not interfere in the sale of the property. The 
board forfeited the $10,000 deposit. 

Masse then purchased the property at a federal mar-
shals tax sale in 2002. Clinger never sued Masse, but 
Masse has filed two lawsuits against the town. 

Masse then applied for a business license renewal 
the next year. She argued that her planned use was a con-
tinuation of operations under current zoning. However, the 
business license application listed a variety of possible in-
dustrial operations that might be performed other than as a 
concrete batch plant, including concrete recycling (grind-
ing in a large tub grinder), and manufacture of Portland 
cement powder. She said her renewal was “grandfathered” 
because there would be no change from the previously 
planned and permitted use, and she did not need to submit 
new planning documents to show how she would reno-
vate the abandoned facility. The renewal application was 
rejected by Town Clerk Anne Holliday because new plan-
ning documents were required by town ordinances. 

Masse appealed the denial and the board held a special 
meeting in 2003 to hear her appeal. After a lengthy hear-
ing including testimony from staff and public comment, 
the board unanimously denied her appeal of the business 
license denial. (see http://www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v3n6.htm#rockwell for a report on this hearing.)

Green’s findings on Feb. 17 note the following:
• Masse subsequently appealed the board’s decision to the 

District Court. The court found that the town’s business 
license ordinance was unconstitutionally vague and 
ordered the town to revise it. The court remanded the 
case for Masse to file a new business license renewal 
application under the revised town ordinance. The town 
amended the business license ordinance on Nov. 15, 
2004. 

• On Sept. 16, 2006, Masse applied for a business 
license. However, she again listed other business uses 
besides the batch plant: “Manufacturing, fabrication, 
storage, and sale of concrete products; aggregate, 
sand, rock, cement, and additives; supplies, steel, and 
other construction materials; construction equipment; 
vehicles, trailers, and repairs to same; and landscape 

materials, including hay and straw; as such business 
has historically been conducted on this property.” The 
town denied the new application Oct. 18. Masse did not 
appeal.

Spring Break 

Camps! 

Call the Studio 

for info...

Building confidence.          Having fun.           Making new friends.          Keeping fit.

There are so many great reasons to come to The SunDance 

Studio.  Located in historic Monument, our 20,000 sq.ft. facility 

offers three dance studios and a state-of-the-art gym. 

From ballet and hip hop to our recreational and 

competitive gymnastics teams and our new cheer tumbling 

program, SunDance has the right class for just about anyone 

— toddler through adult.  

We are fortunate to have a very talented staff, many of whom 

have competed with and/or coached professional dance troupes 

and gymnastics teams throughout the country.

Our instructors are available to meet with you and your student 

to discuss our class selection and/or evaluate your student for 

proper placement into our program.  Visit us at the Studio or 

online for more information.

Mention this ad to receive $15 off 
your registration fee!*  
*New customers only.

Watch them
Shine!

Photo courtesy of Snowshoe Photography

The SunDance Studio • 1450 Cipriani Loop, Monument, Colorado  80132 • www. thesundancestudio.com • 719.481.8208  •  info@thesundancestudio.com   

Let us sell for YOU on the
WORLD’S LARGEST

auction site!

�� FREE research for the current EBAY market value of your treasure.
You’ll know the value BEFORE you decide to sell…FREE!

�� FREE professional photographs on EBAY of your treasure!
�� Advertising experience that guarantees an enticing and accurate

description of your treasure!
�� We sell WORLDWIDE for you, answer ALL of the e-mail questions,

and handle ALL of the packing and shipping!
�� Competitive rates and conveniently located.

We do it ALL for YOU!
The Blue Sage Merchant

251 Front St #4, Downtown Monument, 488-1822
showcase.inkfrog.com/thebluesagemerchant/

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal

• Chipping

• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured
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• On Nov. 30, 2006, Masse filed 
a third application, which the 
town denied on Dec. 22, 2006. 
Masse picked up the denial 
documents at Town Hall on 
Dec. 26. Her appeal, dated 
Dec. 18, 2006, was submitted 
on Jan. 2, 2007.

• Green reported, “A structure 
which Ms. Masse purports to 
be the remnants of a concrete 
batch plant still exists on 
the property.” According to, 
“testimony at the hearing, 
which was not disputed by 
Ms. Masse, the structure has 
not been used as a concrete 
batch plant for nearly 20 years 
and is a rusted and decrepit 
building.” However, Masse 
asserted that she could “flip 
the switch” and begin batch 
plant operations. Green found 
her claim to be able to operate 
“from the existing structure in 
only 36 hours is not credible.” 

• A building permit would be 
required for any construction 
necessary to restore the 
abandoned plant’s components 
to working order, as well as 
to build other hardware or 
infrastructure necessary to a 
functional plant. 

Some of Green’s other findings 
were:
• Masse provided a commercial 

property record card that 
showed the property was 
foreclosed in 1988, with 
ownership taken by U.S. 
Marshals.

• Town code, as revised in 
2001, requires a business 
license applicant to submit a 
subdivision plan and plat as 
prerequisites for a building 
permit. 

• Town code requires its 
officials to deny applications 
if a proposed business will be 
in violation of any regulation 
having a direct bearing on the 
proposed business. 

• The third application was 
denied “since the use does not 
conform to town codes and the 
Uniform Building Code.”

• Town code defines a batch 
plant as only “a facility for 
mixing or combining of 
materials to produce concrete 
or asphalt.”

• Pikes Peak Regional Building 
Department code considers 
the 1984 business permit 
“abandoned due to failure to 
complete the project, and is 
deemed expired and null and 
void under RBC 105.9.1.”

• “The evidence shows there are 
no current valid permits for the 
operation of the batch plant on 
this property.” 

• “There is no evidence that a 
plat was ever recorded” at the 
County Tax Assessor’s Office.

• There is no record that a site 
plan was approved by the town 
or recorded by the county 
Clerk and Recorder.

• There is no record of a current 
active town building permit. 

• There is no record of a 
certificate of occupancy for 
a concrete batch plant use on 
the property. The plant’s use 
ceased in 1988 and does not 
exist in perpetuity after the 
use ends. 

• Even if the plant had not 
ceased operations in 1988, it 
would be a non-conforming 
use after the 2001 amendment 
to town code, has remained 
abandoned over 180 days since 
that amendment,

• and the code requires that 
“such use shall not thereafter 
be reestablished, and any 
future use shall be in 
conformance.”

• Masse conceded that she did 
not know if the operation of the 
batch plant could comply with 
Colorado pollution, vehicle, or 
water use standards. 

• All other infrastructure on the 

parcel must also comply with 
Regional Building codes for a 
building permit to re-establish 
any use. 

Shupp said that the next town 
hearing, if held, would be on 
the denial for a building permit 
for the Masse property. Should 
Masse appeal Green’s findings 
on the business license, media-
tion would be held under retired 
District Court Judge Matt Railey. 

Traffic-light troubles
Kassawara said he met with 
Triview Metropolitan District 
Manager Larry Bishop, as di-
rected at the Feb. 6 BOT meet-
ing, to negotiate a solution for 
the poor performances of the 
Triview’s traffic signal at Leather 
Chaps Drive and Jackson Creek 
Parkway and the district’s snow 
removal contractor.

In a Feb. 8 e-mail to Kas-
sawara, Bishop wrote, “The traf-
fic light is state of the art and will 
be upgraded with new software 
as it becomes available. We will 
reset the cycle timing between 
the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 5:
00 a.m. to 30 seconds, thereby in 
light traffic shortening the time a 
driver has to wait for the light to 
change.” Bishop added that if this 
does not work, the district would 
“go to flashing red light in all 
four directions during the same 
time period.” 

Trustee Travis Easton said 
Triview has not provided a so-
lution to the problem of D-38 
school buses having to turn 
left against red lights when the 
camera sensors don’t see them 
and the red left-turn lights don’t 
change. Miller said the light is not 
state of the art. Kassawara said he 
would call Triview board Chair-
man Steve Stephenson if there is 
no further progress with Bishop 
and, “I’m sorry I couldn’t solve 
the entire problem.” 

Kassawara also reported 

there was still no progress on get-
ting CDOT to begin construction 
of its long-planned traffic signal 
at Highway 105 and Knollwood 
Drive. 

Steve Meyer, the town’s El 
Paso County Highway Advisory 
Committee representative, re-
ported that county Department 
of Transportation Director John 
McCarty would meet with CDOT 
on Feb. 27 in an effort to change 
the timing of the traffic light at 
the end of northbound I-25 off-
ramp for Baptist. 

Vehicle backups extend 
down the ramp and a quarter-mile 
on the shoulder of the northbound 
lanes, with other vehicles passing 
within a few feet at 75 mph. Mey-
er said that CDOT has refused to 
lower the speed to 55 mph until 
the interchange expansion has 
been completed to reduce the se-
vere risk to area commuters.

“It’s going to be a multi-car 
disaster,” he said. 
Other construction and 

town issues

Meyer also reported no progress 
has been made to condemn the 
Good and Salinas parcels for 
right-of-way along the new align-
ment of Struthers Road. If not re-
solved soon, Struthers Road con-
struction will halt for six months, 
until November, due to Preble’s 
mouse disturbance restrictions. 

Meyer added that McCarty, 
his Assistant Director Rich 
Kramer, and County Commis-
sioner Wayne Williams would 
meet with Mountain View Elec-
tric Association officials next 
week to offer the services of 
county transportation crews to 
move the utility’s electric lines. 
The sewer installation under 
Baptist Road between Leather 
Chaps and Gleneagle Drive is 
stalled due to Mountain View’s 
inability to provide workers to 
move their lines, “hurting us 
more than the weather.” 

Landreth reported that the 
town’s substitute water plan for 
exchanging water to Monument 
Lake had been accepted by the 
state. The substitute water plan 
states how the town would aug-
ment flows in Monument Creek 
below the Monument Lake Dam 
when it withholds water in the 
lake for storage. Augmentation 
protects downstream users who 
have more senior water rights 
than the town when Monument 
Creek flows are not high enough 
for the town to own part of the 
flow. The town will purchase ex-
cess effluent from Donala Water 
and Sanitation District to com-
pensate for the amount of water 
stored out of priority. 

Landreth said more work 
must be done on procedures for 
accounting for these water ex-
changes as the next step for the 
town to gain storage rights in 
Monument Lake. 

Town Clerk Scott Meszaros 
said the cost of a home-rule char-
ter commission would be a mini-
mum of $30,000 to $40,000. 

The absences of Trustees 
Dave Mertz and Steve Samuels 
were excused. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:
32 p.m. The next meeting is at 6:
30 p.m. March 5 at Town Hall, 
166 Second St. Meetings are nor-
mally held on the first and third 
Monday of the month. Informa-
tion: 481-2954.
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Jack 
Fry

Palmer Lake
481-4964

Bob 
Denny

Baptist Road 
488-0457

Brad 
Lundberg
Monument 
481-0043

Donna 
O’Bryant
Gleneagle 

487-0407

Joe 
Suhajda
Gleneagle 

487-0250

Leasha
Larsen

Northgate 
484-0257

Read All About It
z J.D. Power and Associates, July 10, 2006

Edward Jones ranked “Highest in Investor 
Satisfaction With Full-Service Brokerage Firms.” 
according to the J.D. Power and Associates 2006 
Full-Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM.

 Edward Jones received the highest numerical score among full-service brokerage firms in the 
proprietary J.D. Power and Associates Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM. Study based 
on 5,064 total responses measuring 20 brokerage firms and measures opinions of investors who 
used full-service investment institutions. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and 
perceptions of consumers surveyed from November 2005 to January 2006. Your experiences may 
vary. Visit jdpower.com.

z Forrester Research, May 22, 2006
For the third consecutive year, Edward Jones is 
among the best advocates for its clients, according 
to a study by Forrester Research, Inc., an 
independent research company that identifies and 
analyzes trends in technology and their impact on 
business. Edward Jones was the highest-ranking 
brokerage named on the client advocacy list.

z Training Magazine, March 2006
For the sixth consecutive year, Edward Jones 
ranked as a top company for training its associates, 
according to Training’s Top 100 edition.
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Above: Creekside Middle School student Michaela Diamond 
and Monument Hill Sertoma’s Benny Nasser at the Feb. 20 
Board of Trustees meeting. Diamond, one of nine winners of 
the Sertoma Freedom Week “What America Means to Me” 
contest, read her essay, “A Life Worthy of Freedom,” to the 
trustees. Nasser noted that Sertoma has sponsored the essay 
contests since 1974. Mayor Byron Glenn declared the week of 
Feb. 19 to Feb. 25 Sertoma’s Freedom Week. 
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Monument Planning Commission, Feb. 21

YMCA final site plan approved; modified Promontory Pointe 
site plan not approved

By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Planning Com-
mission approved a preliminary/
final planned development (PD) 
site plan for the YMCA’s Tri-
Lakes Family Center on Feb. 21. 
YMCA plans to break ground 
April 12. 

The commission also ap-
proved a preliminary/final plat for 
retail buildings in the Monument 
Marketplace and the exterior 
designs of three new Richmond 
Homes models in the Trails End 
development. However, John La-
ing Homes’ revision to the previ-
ously approved final PD site plan 
for Promontory Pointe did not 
win approval. 

At the normal starting time 
of 6:30 p.m., it looked like there 
might not be a quorum as only 

three of the seven commission-
ers were present: Vince Hamm, 
Patricia Mettler, and Lowell Mor-
gan. Vice Chair Cathy Spence 
rushed to Town Hall from the 
airport having just returned from 
a long trip out of town. The meet-
ing began at 6:53 p.m. 

First phase of YMCA 
project approved

The YMCA of the Pikes 
Peak Region plans to build 
a 45,000-square-foot build-
ing on the northwest corner 
of a 12-acre lot between I-
25 and Lewis-Palmer High 
School on Jackson Creek 
Parkway, about a quarter-
mile north of the Higby 
Road intersection, said 
Karen Griffith, principal 
planner.

The contemporary masonry, 
stucco, and aluminum building 
will feature a skylight the length 
of the building for sunlight and 
views, as well as a community 
room, recreational aquatics cen-
ter, exercise room, gymnasium, 
locker room facilities, and a 
child-care room. 

There will be 231 parking 
spaces (214 required), an outdoor 
synthetic turf soccer field, and a 
half-mile walking trail around 
the perimeter of the property. 
This is the first of two phases of 
construction. 

The second phase would 
include a 21,095-square-foot 

building and second synthetic 
soccer field. The second building, 
which will be built in about 10 
years, would house an eight-lane 
competition swimming pool, an-
other strength-and-conditioning 
room, racquetball courts, an aux-
iliary gym, and more restrooms. 
The timing of the second phase 

Great Gleneagle Home!! 
Cul-de-sac location back-
ing to open space and 
pond! 4 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, eat-in kitchen, for-
mal living room, formal 
dining room, family room 
with fireplace, new deck 
and hot tub. Large fenced 
and landscaped yard. Two 
car garage. All for only 
$249,900!

New construction in 
Palmer Lake!! Walk to 
town from this new home 
featuring over 3,100 sq. ft. 
4 br, 2.5 ba, gourmet 
kitchen, eating area, unfin-
ished lower level, 2 car 
attached garage. Great 
views of the mountains. 
Still time to pick colors and 
upgrades. A steal at only 
$344,900!

Best home in Jackson 
Creek!! Wonderful Keller 
home featuring a large lot 
adjacent to green belt with 
fabulous views! 4 bd., 2.5 
ba., formal living and dining 
rooms, family room with 
fireplace, large kitchen with 
center island, master suite 
with 5-piece master bath, 
hardwood floors, unfinished 
basement. Only $289,900!

5.35-acres with views and 
privacy!! Over 3,000 
square foot home in school 
District 38 features 4 bd, 
3.5 ba, large kitchen with 
eating bar, main level great 
room and master suite, 
finished walk-out lower 
level, hot tub on private 
deck, three-car attached 
garage. Area is zoned for 
horses. Only $414,900!

6.8 Acres, Trees & Views!!
Equestrian estate featuring 
5 br, 5.5 ba, finished walk-
out lower level, gourmet 
kitchen with granite. 3 fire-
places, hardwood floors, 
formal dining and living 
rooms, main level master 
suite, theater room. All bed-
rooms have separate baths. 
2 stall barn, fenced. Must 
see! Only $849,900!

Like new Richmond 
James Model!! Over 3,900 
sq. ft., 4 bd, 2.5 ba. Extra 
large master suite, main 
level office, formal living & 
dining rooms, family room 
with fireplace, gourmet eat-
in kitchen, maple cabinets 
and solid stone counter-
tops, hardwood floors, fully 
landscaped, great views! 
Must see at only $359,900!

The Best Location in 
Woodmoor!! Over 3/4-
acre fully landscaped lot 
with trees and privacy. 5 
bd, 3 ba, great room, 
vaulted ceilings, extra large 
eat-in kitchen, formal din-
ing room, hardwood floors, 
upgraded carpets, finished 
lower level, large patio with 
hot tub and more! Only 
$389,900!

Rare find in Arrowwood!!
Large 2.5-acre corner lot in 
quiet location. Over 3,500 
sq. ft. featuring 4 br, 3 ba, 3 
fireplaces, 3 car garage, 
sunroom. Remodeled with  
new paint and carpet, fin-
ished walk-out lower level. 
Horses, outbuildings, and 
RV parking OK. D-38 
schools. This will not last at 
only $399,900!

A great 5.44-acre home in 
Canterbury!! Totally re-
modeled with new paint, 
siding, doors, baths, hard-
wood floors, and carpet! 
Quiet treed corner lot. 
Barn, fencing, passive 
solar sunroom. Bright 
throughout. RVs, horses, 
and outbuildings OK. D-38 
schools. Asking only 
$374,900!

Best lot in Palmer 
Lake!! Wonderful level 
building lot close to town. 
Over 7,000 sq. ft, views, 
zoned for single family or 
duplex, easy build, all utili-
ties to the lot. A great buy 
for only $99,500! Call to-
day for plat and details!! 
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Refinancing Your Current
Home?

Purchasing a New Home?
Need a Home Equity Line 

of Credit?
Our business is built on listening to 
our Tri-Lakes neighbors and getting 
them the best program and rates 

that achieve their purpose.

Call our office 
785-4860 or 

direct!

Lisa
Ramsey
559-2151

James
Ramsey
487-0544

Julie
Nicodemus
488-8773
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depends on the nonprofit’s fund-
raising and membership growth. 

There will be two accesses 
onto Jackson Creek Parkway. 
The main access will be in the 
center of the property, opposite a 
new access planned for the north 
parking lot of the Lewis-Palmer 
High School. The other access 
will be right-in/right-out-only 
on the northeast corner of the 
YMCA property. 

Griffith noted that a 
preliminary/final replat of the 
property also was submitted 
with the site plan, but it is being 
revised and will be submitted for 
review by the commission and 
Board of Trustees at a later date. 
Griffith described in detail how 
the proposal meets the town’s 
10 review and approval criteria 
for a PD site plan. More than 71 
percent of the site is composed of 
landscaping, and there are trails 
throughout the property that will 
connect to those proposed for ad-
jacent parcels, she said. 
New traffic light should im-
prove safety: Director of Devel-
opment Services Tom Kassawara 
discussed plans for the new 
traffic signal that is expected to 
help mitigate traffic problems 
caused by 55 percent of south-
bound morning school traffic on 
Jackson Creek Parkway. The new 
northern high school access is 
expected to substantially reduce 
student traffic at the Higby Road 
intersection. District 38 will 
share the cost of signal construc-
tion with the YMCA. 

This signal, at the southern 
YMCA access, would operate 
“on demand” for the new high 
school and YMCA driveways so 
that it also makes traffic safer be-
yond the peak arrival and depar-
ture periods for the high school. 
The light would stop Jackson 
Creek Parkway traffic only when 
it senses a car ready to exit either 
facility. The proposed signal 
might be operational by the start 
of the next school year. 

Griffith also noted that the 
YMCA traffic consultant’s study 
had concluded that a southbound 
deceleration lane on Jackson 

Creek Parkway for either of the 
two YMCA accesses is not re-
quired for the expected traffic 
growth, and the town’s traffic 
consultant concurred. The staff 
will re-evaluate the need for a de-
celeration lane if future traffic is 
higher than forecast by the study, 
Griffith said. She added that there 
would be an internal drop-off 
lane in front of the building for 
pedestrian safety. 

No referral agencies submit-
ted major comments or concerns 
about the proposal, and the 
Woodmoor Improvement As-
sociation approved the YMCA’s 
plans, Griffith said. The devel-
oper submitted a lengthy docu-
ment describing in detail how the 
proposal met the numerous goals 
in the town’s comprehensive 
plan, she said. 

Griffith proposed five condi-
tions of approval:
• The traffic signal be an “on 

demand” signal.
• A final subdivision plat/replat 

shall be approved and recorded 
prior to issuance of a certificate 
of occupancy for the building. 

• Approval is subject to final 
staff approval of engineering 
plans.

• All referral comments shall be 
addressed to the satisfaction of 
town staff prior to recording.

• Technical corrections shall 
be made to the satisfaction of 
town staff prior to recording.

Land Planner Rhonda Boger 
Linder presented the applicant’s 
digital animation tour of the 
property. She described how the 
building’s architectural theme 
and features will be attractive ad-
ditions to the view corridors for 
I-25 and Jackson Creek Parkway. 
There are no issues with Preble’s 
mouse habitat, wetlands, or flood 
plains. She described each area 
of the large facility and how us-
ers will be able to see mountain 
views as they work out. 

During the open public hear-
ing, Lewis-Palmer High School 
parent Allen Tomaneck asked if 
there would be a dedicated left-
turn lane for southbound students 
on Jackson Creek Parkway. Kas-

sawara said the road would be 
widened for construction of a 
left-turn lane for students using 
the new high school driveway to 
the north parking lot. 

Parent Colin Cassidy asked 
what the uses of the synthetic turf 
field would be. He said artificial 
turf is “untenable” for competi-
tive games. Andy Barton, ex-
ecutive director for the Tri-Lakes 
Family Center, replied that the 
field would be used primarily for 
instructing 3-12-year-old devel-
opmental players. The synthetic 
field is safer and more usable 
year-round than grass, Barton 
said 

YMCA project manager Ted 
Rinebarger said swimming and 
lifesaving lessons would be of-
fered in the recreational pool that 
could be used by D-38 students, 
as well as multi-generational 
exercise programs and part-time 
jobs they could walk to. Sliding-
scale membership rates will be 
available for low-income fami-
lies, he said. 

Spence expressed concern 
that there would be no decel-
eration lanes for southbound 
vehicles entering at either YMCA 
access on a road used primarily 
by high school drivers at peak 
periods. She proposed requiring 
this deceleration as a condition of 
approval for the site plan. 

Traffic Engineer Chris Shef-
fer, of transportation consultant 
Felsburg, Holt & Ullevig, said 
Jackson Creek Parkway traffic 
won’t be high enough even when 
all lots are developed by 2030. 
However, he said his firm recom-
mended adding two northbound 
left-turn lanes for the YMCA 
and a right-turn lane for the 
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Promontory Pointe Site Plan

Connie Jordan
Certified Brain Integration & 
Body Alignment Practitioner

cgjordan@brainandbodyworks.com

www.brainandbodyworks.com

17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, CO  80132

719-488-0378 home
719-243-0499 cell   719-488-1922 fax

Brain & Body 
Works

Support Our 
Community
Shop Tri-

Lakes
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north high school parking lots 
at the signalized intersection. He 
added that the radius of the curb 
for the northern access would be 
larger than normal to allow easier 
right turns at higher speeds than 
Spence might expect. 

The town can’t legally re-
quire the lane unless traffic stud-
ies show they are warranted, said 
Kassawara. The parkway will be 
widened to four lanes and pro-
vide passing room for cars to go 
around those entering the prop-
erty from the north. He said 75 
percent of southbound vehicles 
would use the northern access. 
The town can’t purchase and 
build a deceleration lane for the 
northern access on the frontage 
of the adjacent vacant property 
to the north without knowing the 
planned uses and parkway ac-
cesses future development might 
require. 

If traffic grows more than 
expected, a deceleration lane 
could be added when the park-
way is widened based on traffic 
studies conducted at that time. 
All property owners in the im-
mediate vicinity would pay their 
fair share of the cost for widening 
and additional turn lanes through 
traffic impact fees. 

The site plan was approved 
unanimously with no conditions. 
John Laing Homes revis-
es approved Promontory 
Pointe plat and site plan

After purchasing many of the lots 
in Promontory Pointe from land 
owner and developer Mount Ver-
non Estates Land Holding LLC 
owner Ray Marshal, John Laing 
Homes determined that the lots 
would have to be resized to better 
fit the single-family home models 
proposed for the project. Marshal 
retained ownership of 19 lots, in-
cluding the large estate lots on the 
east side of the development next 
to the Kingswood development in 
the county. 

Griffith said the plat and 
plan were very similar to the pre-
viously approved proposals. The 
total number of proposed lots on 
the 117-acre development was 
reduced from 284 to 274. This 

required approval of a new final 
plat and final PD site plan for the 
still-vacant parcel. The new plan 
also calls for a 1.57-acre internal 
park to be built by John Laing 
Homes, dedicated to the town 
and then maintained by Triview 
Metropolitan District. 

The name of the north-south 
collector road that will be a 
northward extension of Gleneagle 
Drive from the intersection with 
Baptist Road through the cen-
ter of the parcel to Home Place 
Ranch has been changed a third 
time. Triview’s district manager 
and board preferred a different 
name within the annexed land so 
that it would be clear that the par-
cel was no longer in the county. 
The Enumerations Office of the 
Pikes Peak Regional Building 
Department rejected the other 
three proposed names and di-
rected the town to change the col-
lector name to Gleneagle Drive to 
minimize confusion, particularly 
for emergency service drivers. 

The streets and lots near 
Gleneagle Drive were redesigned 
so no homes have direct access to 
Gleneagle Drive, Griffith said. 
The county and several area resi-
dents had recommended against 
the common driveways, called 
eyebrows, which had been ap-
proved in the previous final site 
plan. 
Elimination of controversial 
county backyard trail easement 
disputed: Griffith reported that 
since the first final plat and site 
plan had been approved, Triview 
had purchased a privately owned 
50-foot-wide strip between the 
western perimeter of Promontory 
Pointe and the adjacent homes on 
the eastern perimeter of Jackson 
Creek. This strip runs north from 
Baptist Road to an existing Triv-
iew dirt utility access road. This 
dirt road extends east from Split 
Creek Drive in the Homestead 
development in Jackson Creek to 
the Triview water storage tank on 
the northeast corner of the Prom-
ontory Pointe property. 
Background: In the first pro-
posed final site plan, a 30-foot-
wide trail and utility easement 
ran through the rear of all the 

back yards along the western 
boundary of Promontory Pointe, 
from Baptist Road to the north-
west corner of the parcel. The 
lot owners would have had to 
pay taxes on this trail and utility 
easement (about 200 square feet 
each), even though the easement 
would have been isolated and 
unavailable for the owners’ pri-
vate use. 

Mount Vernon, the devel-
oper, was to install utilities under 
the trail, construct a split-rail 
fence on both sides of the trail 
and utility easement, and install 
the trail and landscaping before 
any building permits were issued 
for the affected houses. Triview 
was required to perform and 
pay for all future trail and fence 
repairs and maintenance on this 
part of the homeowners’ private 
properties. This information was 
to be documented on the plat, site 
plan, and in the parcel covenants. 
Prospective homebuyers were 
supposed to have been able to see 
the completely constructed fenc-
es, trail, and landscaping in place 
before ever looking at the lot. 
County agrees to move trail: 
Triview purchased the 50-foot-
wide strip south of its water tank 
utility road because it wanted a 
wider right-of-way for access to 
its utilities and maintenance of 
the trail. As expected, the El Paso 
County Parks Department agreed 
to move its trail out of the back 
yards of the adjacent Promontory 

Pointe lots and into the 50-foot 
Triview strip after the first final 
site plan was approved. 

However, there are still eight 
Promontory Pointe houses in 
the proposed John Laing Homes 
revision of the final site plan on 
the west edge of the development 
north of the Triview utility road. 
The county’s trail would still 
extend north through these back 
yards under the currently ap-
proved Mount Vernon site plan. 

Griffith said the county 
Parks Department held a meeting 
with town staff, Triview staff, 
and the Promontory Pointe and 
Home Place Ranch developers. 
An agreement was reached to 
realign the trail. It now turns 
eastward from the north end of 
Triview’s easement, along the 
Triview utility road, then turns 
northward along the west side of 
Gleneagle Drive to meet the trail 
proposed in Home Place Ranch, 
also on the west side of Gleneagle 
Drive. Griffith said it would be a 
better location and trail experi-
ence for most users. However, 
several Homestead residents in 
the audience later protested 
eliminating the trail segment 
through the back yards of these 
eight houses. 

Griffith said the plat revision 
still conforms to all the town’s 
subdivision regulations, land 
dedication requirements, and 
design principles. She recom-
mended approval of the revised 

final plat with the following 
conditions: 
1. Right-of-way for Baptist 

Road shall be dedicated to the 
county prior to recording of 
the plat.

2. All referral comments shall be 
addressed to the satisfaction of 
town staff prior to recording.

3. Technical corrections shall 
be made to the satisfaction of 
town staff prior to recording.

4. Cash-in-lieu of land to 
satisfy school land dedication 
requirements shall be 
paid prior to issuance of a 
Monument Land Use Permit 
for each home. 

5. A subdivision improvement 
agreement (SIA) shall be 
approved by town staff for 
content and executed between 
the applicant and Triview 
Metropolitan District prior to 
recording of the final plat. This 
will include the applicant’s pro 
rata participation in the future 
traffic signal at Gleneagle 
Drive and Baptist Road, if 
no other funding becomes 
available. 

Unresolved site plan issues 
reported: Kassawara noted sev-
eral unresolved issues with the 
revised site plan: 
• John Laing Homes must pay 

a proportionate share of the 
traffic signal costs when traffic 
warrants are met now that the 
county has deleted funding 
for it from its Baptist Road 
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widening project. The signal 
is necessary to control traffic 
at this main entrance to the 
development.

• Final grading plans must be 
coordinated for the shared 
boundary with Home Place 
Ranch to the north, especially 
the grades for Gleneagle 
Drive.

• There are unresolved 
inconsistencies between 
the grading plan and the 
promise to preserve natural 
features such as trees and 
rock outcroppings. John 
Laing Homes cannot grade 
in buffer areas or remove as 
much vegetation as they have 
requested. 

• A standard general condition 
on making all technical 
revisions requested by staff 
is included to catch any other 
inconsistencies or errors 
discovered later. 

Griffith said the site plan met all 
10 general review and approval 
criteria except those required 
revisions that were noted by 
Kassawara. She recommended 
approval of the revised final site 
plan with the following condi-
tions:
1. All referral comments shall be 

addressed to the satisfaction of 
town staff.

2. Approval is subject to final 
approval of engineering plans 
by staff including finalization 
of the drainage, traffic and 
grading plans. Minor changes 
to the plans may be approved 
by staff. 

3. Approval is subject to technical 
corrections to the satisfaction 
of staff. 

4. The installation of completed 
asphalt pavement for Gleneagle 
Drive from the north end of 
Phase I to the north property 
line will be required when and 
if the construction of Gleneagle 
Drive from Higby Road south 
through the Home Place Ranch 
property is commenced. 
Otherwise, the road right-of-
way will be prepared to final 
grade with proper compaction, 

without asphalt paving, for 
construction traffic. 

5. A subdivision improvement 
agreement (SIA) shall be 
approved by town staff for 
content and executed between 
the applicant and Triview 
Metropolitan District prior to 
recording of the final plat. This 
will include the applicant’s pro 
rata participation in the future 
traffic signal at Gleneagle 
Drive and Baptist Road, if 
no other funding becomes 
available. 

Land Planner Lee Martin of Land 
Architects gave the developer’s 
PowerPoint presentation, noting 
a greater emphasis on a West-
ern railroad theme, diversity of 
models and lot sizes, and a larger 
park. 

During the open public 
hearing, Kingswood resident 
Dick Wolf asked staff to confirm 
that there had been no change in 
the previous negotiated agree-
ments between the Kingswood 
residents and Ray Marshal. Kas-
sawara confirmed that Marshal 
still owns all the lots adjacent to 
Kingswood, and those previously 
signed letters of agreement are 
still in force. 

Homestead HOA President 
Robert Fisher objected to the 
loss of the 30-foot trail easement 
behind the eight houses between 
the Triview utility road and the 
northwest corner of Promon-
tory Pointe. During the lengthy 
discussion, Fisher said another 
trail right-of-way still existed 
behind the houses at the northern 
perimeter of Promontory Pointe 
between the northwest corner 
and Gleneagle Drive. However, 
this east-west section of second-
ary trail is in Home Place Ranch 
outside residential lots. 

Kassawara replied that the 
eight homeowners still could not 
build anything within the rear 30 
feet of their lots, preserving the 
requirement for a heavy land-
scape buffer and split-rail fence 
between these houses and the 
rear of the adjacent Homestead 
houses.

Kassawara and Griffith 
said the county will build the 
realigned trail right away and the 
location along Gleneagle Drive 
was a good compromise with a 
larger trail corridor. Fisher re-
plied that this portion of the trail 
is only 10 feet wide and near a 
collector road and again asked 
that the trail and trail easement 
be restored. 

After further discussion, 
Spence and Martin noted that the 
proposal included a better county 
east-west trail plan to access Fox 
Run Park from the Santa Fe Trail. 
Homestead HOA Vice President 
Steve Meyer said the commis-
sioners should require the im-
proved county trails plus the 
previously approved local trail. 

The four commissioners 
unanimously approved the plat. 

Morgan said the proposed 
revision of the site plan had too 
many unresolved issues, call-
ing it a “semi-final site plan.” 
Kassawara replied that the un-
resolved issues were all minor, 
“stuff you guys don’t need to be 
bothered with” again. 

Hamm expressed concern 
about the lack of a traffic signal 
at Baptist Road and Gleneagle 
Drive. Kassawara said the signal 
can’t be installed until traffic 
counts meet national standards 
for traffic warrant minimums. 

Morgan said the traffic light 
might not be installed for five 
years, jeopardizing those try-
ing to enter Baptist Road by left 
turns. The many unresolved de-
lays in the construction of Baptist 
Road, the bridge over I-25, and 
the dangerous backups on I-25 for 
people exiting at this interchange 
will force future Promontory 
Pointe residents to drive through 
Gleneagle to access I-25 at the 
Northgate Road interchange. 

Developer traffic consultant 
Jeff Hodsdon of LSC Transpor-
tation Consultants said traffic 
using Lyons Tail Road to avoid 
the Leather Chaps Drive signal 
to the west would add to the traf-
fic count at the Gleneagle Drive 
intersection, hastening instal-

lation of the light. Promontory 
Pointe planning spokesman Terry 
Schooler, who is also the region’s 
Colorado Department of Trans-
portation highway commissioner, 
said this bypassing traffic would 
increase the cross traffic count 
for Baptist Road and also hasten 
installation of the traffic signal. 
Morgan said the town now has to 
invite gridlock due to failure to 
improve the I-25 interchange to 
hasten traffic signal installation 
at Gleneagle Drive. 

After 90 minutes of discus-
sion, a motion to approve the 
revised final PD site plan failed 
by a vote of 2-2, with Spence and 
Mettler in favor and Morgan and 
Hamm opposed. Town Attorney 
Gary Shupp noted that the failure 
to recommend would be reported 
to the Board of Trustees at its 
scheduled hearing on the pro-
posed plat and site plan. 
Monument Marketplace 

plat approved
 This 6-acre filing between Jack-
son Creek Parkway and the Wal-
Mart will have a 61,178-square-
foot commercial building with 
three mid-sized retail units. The 
original plan was for a slightly 
larger building with four bays. 
There were no issues or proposed 
conditions for the perimeter plat, 
said Kassawara. The planned 
commercial development site 
plan for this building will be 
approved by staff based on their 
compliance with the previously 
approved design guidelines of the 
Marketplace.

Marketplace manager Rick 
Blevins said Petsmart and Staples 
have signed contracts. The other 
store may be a clothing store, but 
no contract has been signed. 

Although the room was filled 
with citizens, none spoke for or 
against this proposal. 

Hamm asked if Jackson 
Creek Parkway would be im-
proved north of the Marketplace.

“Eventually it will be a four-
lane divided road all the way 
to Highway 105,” Blevins said. 
“That is dictated by development 
and traffic studies that show a 

demand to widen it.” The four 
commissioners unanimously ap-
proved the plat. 

Second amendment to 
Trails End site plan ap-

proved
Doug Fullen of Way Architects 
represented land owner Five Y 
Eyes Guys, LLC, requesting ap-
proval of three new models of 
homes. The Trails End develop-
ment is at the south end of Monu-
ment between Old Denver High-
way and the railroad tracks at the 
Wagon Gap Trail intersection. 

The town’s comprehensive 
plan calls for a variety of hous-
ing styles for single-family home 
developments, Kassawara said. 
The original site plan called for 
only three models, and the first 
amendment added eight new 
models. The models proposed in 
the second amendment are equal 
to or larger in size than those 
previously approved and comply 
with all town architectural and 
height requirements. There are 
no plans to change the lot sizes 
for the larger models as they will 
still comply with all town-ap-
proved setbacks, said Fullen said. 
There would be no new colors or 
materials in the proposed models, 
he said. 

The increasing variety of 
models is a market trend, said 
Kassawara. Although the hous-
ing market has declined steeply 
in the past several months, larger 
new homes are selling much 
faster than smaller ones. Rich-
mond Homes is responding to 
this market shift with additional 
larger models. Spence said more 
models would make the develop-
ment more appealing

“I don’t see a down side,” 
said Hamm. The amendment was 
unanimously approved. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:
50 p.m. 

**********
The next meeting will be at 6:30 
p.m., March 14 in Town Hall, 166 
Second St. Meetings are normal-
ly held on the second Wednesday 
of the month. Information: 481-
2954. 

Need a Change?
�� Daily academic planning & management

�� One-on-one tutoring

�� Daily Bible study

�� Admitting new students year-round

�� Accepting students subject-by-subject

�� Sliding scale tuition

�� Tuition assistance program

Christian.    Alternative.    Middle & High School.

245 2nd Street
Monument

481-3214
Mr. Paul Palmisano, Principal

M.Ed., Adv. Cert. School 
Administration & Supervision
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By Jim Kendrick
On Feb. 8, the Palmer Lake Town 
Council held a special meeting 
with Palmer Lake Volunteer 
Fire Department Chief Phillip 
Beckman. The single agenda 
item was an executive session on 
“negotiations,” so no citizens or 
press attended. All members of 
the council were present. 

This special meeting had 
originally been scheduled on Feb. 
1 at 7 p.m. in lieu of the council’s 
monthly workshop meeting; how-
ever, it was postponed until Feb. 
8 due to snow. 

No votes were taken by the 
council after it concluded the 
executive session. The special 
meeting was adjourned at 7 p.m., 
the doors to Town Hall were un-
locked, and the citizens and vol-
unteer firefighters who had been 
waiting outside on a cold evening 
took their seats. 

Liquor Licensing 
Authority meeting

The council, acting as the town’s 
Liquor Licensing Authority, ap-
proved two applications:
• For modification of premises 

for the planned expansion of 
the Bella Panini Restaurant at 
4 Highway 105.

• The parameters of a survey 
for a new liquor license for the 
Speed Trap Coffee Bar at 84 
Highway 105. 

Bella Panini owner Ken Trombley 
said, “We have an opportunity to 
acquire the space next door to our 
current facility.” He added that 
he had to expand the coverage 
of his liquor license to match the 
expansion of his dining area by 
300 square feet. Trombley said he 
planned to begin construction on 
Feb. 20 to ensure the comfort of 
his customers as soon as possible. 
The board approved his request 
unanimously. 

Speed Trap owner Peter 
Kavanagh said he was seeking 
a new tavern liquor license after 
three years of operation. He said 
he plans to expand the lunch 
menu and provide an intimate 
lounge atmosphere for live musi-
cal performances with wine bar, 
beer, and mixed drinks to offer 
something different for the area. 
He said he was asking for a tavern 
license because his food receipts 
probably would not exceed the 
minimum 25 percent requirement 
for a hotel/restaurant license. 
Town Attorney Larry Gaddis said 
he agreed with Kavanagh’s deci-
sion. After a short discussion, the 
board unanimously approved a 
500-foot radius as the parameter 
for Kavanagh’s survey of neigh-
boring homeowners’ opinions 
regarding his application. 

The authority adjourned at 
7:20 p.m., followed immediately 
by the start of the regular council 
meeting. 

Regular Town Council 
meeting

Police Chief Dan Gilliana an-
nounced that his department had 

initiated 24-hour coverage. The 
council rejected a draft ambu-
lance service letter of agreement 
proposed by Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Authority (TLMFA) that was 
different from the proposal that 
the council had rejected in Au-
gust. The council unanimously 
approved a new business license 
for Alma construction Corp. at 
700 Highway 105 to sell kits for 
constructing sheds. 

Chief Gilliana reported sev-
eral administrative changes: 
• The town has received several 

applications for a part-time 
position he has opened. 

• Gilliana has signed an 
agreement for his staff to 

participate in a Colorado 
Springs Police Department 
training program on elder 
abuse that is paid for by a state 
grant. 

• The town needs to replace the 
department’s computer, which 
is at least 17 years old, and the 
department’s Internet system.

• The Monument Police 
Department has been a great 
help in improving coordination 
of coverage, policies, and 
procedures.

• Cindy Beers has completed 
Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation forensic training 
on crime scene investigations. 

Chief Gilliana reported 45 total 

Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Feb. 8

Police Chief Gilliana announces 24-hour police coverage
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Above: Palmer Lake Planning Commissioner and Bella 
Panini Restaurant owner Ken Trombley describes his plans 
for expansion on Feb. 8 during a Liquor Licensing Authority 
meeting at Town Hall.  Trombley received unanimous approval 
for expansion of the coverage of his license to cover the new 
dining area addition.   Photo by Jim Kendrick
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incidents since the start of 2007, including: 2 felony child 
abuse, 2 harassments, 6 DUI, 1 discharging of a firearm 
resulting in an animal death, and 2 motor vehicle thefts.

Ambulance service proposal voted down
Trustee Richard Allen said he had privately negotiated 
another draft services agreement with Tri-Lakes Fire Pro-
tection District President Charlie Pocock and Chief Rob 
Denboske. Allen’s efforts to revive that dead agreement 
were neither directed nor endorsed by a vote of the coun-
cil. Allen is the Roads Trustee.

Trustee Trish Flake endorsed the proposed agree-
ment. Allen and Flake made the same arguments they 
have made during most board meetings since Tri-Lakes 
terminated the long-standing ambulance agreement effec-
tive Sept. 30. 

Allen and Flake said that the emergency medical and 
ambulance service Tri-Lakes would provide under their 
proposal is in no way superior to that being provided under 
a new ambulance service agreement with Larkspur Fire 
Protection District. 

They said Tri-Lakes would have a faster response time 
to a dire medical emergency. They argued that response 
time was the most important criterion in advocating ter-
mination of the current ambulance service agreement with 
Larkspur. 

If Spruce Mountain Road is ever closed for a bridge 
repair near the intersection with Fox Farm Road, Larkspur 

apparatus would have to take a longer route to Palmer 
Lake slowing their response time, Allen and Flake said. 

During the discussion, Fire Trustee Gary Coleman 
and the other trustees also made the same arguments they 
have been making since they voted in favor of the Lark-
spur agreement in September. 

Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department Chief Phil-
lip Beckman also said that there was no reason to drop the 
Larkspur agreement. He and Coleman noted that Lark-
spur, unlike Tri-Lakes, has not insisted on taking incident 
command away from Palmer Lake Fire Department per-
sonnel whenever its personnel respond to a Palmer Lake 
scene. 
Background: In addition to providing ambulance service 
since Oct. 1, Larkspur is also providing medical cross-
training and ambulance training for all the volunteer 
emergency medical technicians (EMT) in the Palmer 
Lake Department. Larkspur also has agreed to work to-
ward a long-term agreement to assign an ambulance in or 
near Palmer Lake on a permanent basis. Tri-Lakes has not 
offered these services to the Palmer Lake Department. 

In the November election, Palmer Lake voters ap-
proved a half-cent sales tax to help fund the volunteer fire 
department. Beckman has used that revenue to hire part-
time EMTs during weekday hours (7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.) 
when all the Palmer Lake volunteers are at work. Beck-
man said this has substantially quickened the response of 
Palmer Lake medical personnel to local incidents during 
the workweek. 

Since Larkspur took over the ambulance contract, 
Beckman has asked Tri-Lakes for mutual aid medical 
assistance when the emergency called for paramedic as-
sistance, a system both sides say is working well. 
Citizens comment on Tri-Lakes proposal: After a very 
long, contentious, and repetitive discussion that raised no 
new information from the trustees, citizens commented on 
the proposal. 

Resident Faye Brenneman, a nurse, had been a case 
manager for several seniors in the area when ambulance 
response was required. She said quick response was re-
ally important but that “Tri-Lakes crews do not have good 
respect for Palmer Lake, and once they get there they don’t 
listen to anybody” though they are competent and do their 
job. I think they should respect the crews here and assist 
them and then they would make better judgments.” 

Resident Bob Miner said that there had been two fire 
incidents near his home and “Tri-Lakes never showed up” 
though Woodmoor/Monument and Palmer Lake did. At 
area meetings, the Tri-Lakes board members interrupted 
and discredited speakers from other districts, he said. Tri-
Lakes has repeatedly been unable to provide paramedics 
on their ambulances as required by the previous ambu-
lance agreement with Palmer Lake, Miner said. 

Resident Jennifer Martin, wife of a full-time Denver 
firefighter, said she was getting sick of these debates. She 
asked why Beckman was never consulted for answers by 
the trustees and that this kind of debate would never be 
tolerated in Denver. 

Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District board 
member Si Sibell said he had a heart incident at the Depot 
Restaurant and it took the Larkspur ambulance 12 minutes 
to respond. However, Palmer Lake EMTs responded with-
in two minutes to his emergency, and Sibell repeatedly 
denied that he needed an ambulance during the incident. 
His wife never called Tri-Lakes to ask for an ambulance to 
transport him to the hospital. Larkspur medical personnel 
identified that he was incorrect in stating he was fine and 

transported him. 
After more debate, the motion to cancel the Larkspur 

ambulance service agreement and start a new agreement 
with TLMFA was defeated by a 2-5 vote, with only Allen 
and Flake in favor. 

Freedom Week essay
Ted Bauman of the Monument Hill Sertoma Club intro-
duced Lewis-Palmer Middle School eighth-grader Renee 
Wall, who read her essay “What Freedom Means To Me.” 
Wall was one of nine winners in the annual Sertoma con-
test for area eighth-graders. The council unanimously 
approved a resolution declaring Feb. 18-24 Sertoma’s 
Freedom Week. 

Payment authorization
The council unanimously approved a resolution establish-
ing a policy recommended by Gaddis that “pre-autho-
rizes” Town Clerk Della Gray to pay routine and recurring 
bills that the board will then ratify at regular town council 
meetings. This policy change was requested so Gray could 
avoid late fees on some utility bills. Any unusual bills will 
be presented to the board for approval prior to payment.

Committee reports
Fire Trustee Gary Coleman reported that the Fire Depart-
ment had 14 calls in January (two were for mutual aid). 
There were seven medical, two fire, two traffic accident 
calls, two for public assistance, and one for public con-
tact.

Coleman said the first meeting of the PLVFD support 
team was held on Jan. 8. The team is composed of volun-
teers other than firefighters or emergency medical techni-
cians who want to help the department. Anyone interested 
in volunteering for the support team can contact town staff 
at 481-2953 for information. 

Coleman suggested that residents purchase 6-by-18-
inch reflective signs at Wal-Mart for $10 to help PLVFD 
personnel find their houses during an emergency. Trustee 
Susan Miner suggested that the department could make 
a bulk purchase of the signs and sell them at department 
fund-raisers. Parker asked residents to post the signs so 
they can be seen in the snow. 

Parks, Recreation, and Buildings Trustee Trish Flake 
reported the need to repair a leaky roof and crumbling 
ramp at the town library. She thanked a long list of volun-
teers who had all contributed to making the January Win-
terfest ice skating event at the lake a “big success.” Flake 
asked residents to participate in county Parks Department 
survey on how to improve the county park on the east side 
of the lake as well as the numerous new town-endorsed 
recreational programs being offered by Great Starts–Info: 

Above: Renee Wall reads her winning Freedom 
essay to the Palmer Lake Town Council, Feb. 8.  See 
the photo caption on page 12 for more information on 
the Freedom essay program. Photo by Jim Kendrick
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Screen Repair
Windows and Screen 

Doors.  We come to you! 
                 Screen Door Special $39!

 Kurt 360-9559

• Professional

• Scissor Finish

• No Tranquilizers

• Reasonable Prices

• Here Since 1985
(719) 481-3356
By Appointment

Owned & Operated by Adrienne Angel

Lee‛s Family Child Care
Caring for infants to 5-year olds

Licensed & insured
At Hwy 83 and 105
719-487-8646
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www.gscamps.com.
Water Trustee Jim Girlando 

reported that all water supplied 
to the town in December and 
January was surface water. He 
reported on the Jan. 16 town wa-
ter committee meeting in which 
there was a consensus to upgrade 
the town’s water delivery system 
infrastructure. He added that the 
committee will gather informa-
tion needed for discussions on 
revenue, water rates, costs, and 
prioritization of upgrade proj-
ects. 

Economic Development 
Trustee Susan Miner reported 
joining the Tri-Lakes Chamber 
of Commerce Economic Devel-
opment Committee so the town 
would have better economic 
information. Her streetscapes 
committee has begun work to de-
termine the costs the town would 
incur by annexing State Highway 
105 within the downtown area. 

Town representative Bob 
Miner gave a lengthy report on 
this year’s plans for the Fountain 
Creek Watershed Study’s Vision 
Task Force. Funding of $75,000 
for the Task Force will be sought 
from the Arkansas River Basin 
Roundtable of the Colorado Wa-
ter Conservation Board. Sepa-
rate funding will be required 
for implementation of the Task 
Force’s plan for flood and erosion 
control. 

Awake the Lake Chair Jeff 
Hulsmann said the water commit-
tee meeting that Trustee Girlando 
discussed had produced more 
questions than answers, because 
the experts disagreed on where 
to get water to fill Palmer Lake. 
Hulsmann said he and committee 
member Kim Makower met with 
Rich Snyder, the state’s Water Di-
vision 3, District 10, water com-
missioner, in Colorado Springs 
to discuss options for refilling 
the lake. 

Hulsmann stated that the 
town could take any amount it 
wanted to from its annual al-
location of surface water from 
the reservoir to fill the lake and 
offset evaporation losses as the 
railroad and the town used to do. 
He added, “We have to file for 
storage rights.” He said the com-
mittee would pay the $500 fee to 
apply for the storage rights. He 
acknowledged that there would 

be objections from every down-
stream user, particularly Colo-
rado Springs Utilities, but that 
the town still needed to start the 
process as soon as possible. 

Hulsmann said the town took 
no water from the reservoir in 
2005 due to the drought, nor any 
from the town’s D2 well. He dis-
missed experts’ concerns about 
the town using too much well 
water in any year as scare tactics. 
Hulsmann said 2007 would be a 
good year to use reservoir water 
to refill the lake since flows into 
the reservoir are high enough to 
ensure that the town will have its 
full quota of 147.5 acre-feet. 

Girlando asked Hulsmann 
if the water to re-fill the lake 
could be taken from the reservoir 
without augmentation by ground-
water. Hulsmann said that no 
augmentation water would be re-
quired once the town gets storage 
rights in the lake and that Snyder 
had confirmed that to him. 

Hulsmann said the only way 
Commissioner Snyder could 
object to the diversion of res-
ervoir water is if some surface 
water would drain into the Platte 
Basin if the lake overflowed. 
Parker asked Hulsmann to pro-
vide, in writing, confirmation of 
Hulsmann’s assertion that it was 
also Snyder’s opinion that no 
augmentation would be required 
if the town filled the lake with 
reservoir water. Hulsmann said 
he would provide that written 
documentation. 

Hulsmann also said town 
water attorney Ronni Sperling’s 
opinion at the Jan. 16 meeting 
was that Palmer Lake is not a 
natural lake and so leakage would 
not be considered natural drain-
age. He said he felt other lawyers 
might disagree with Sperling. 
He said the issue would remain 
unresolved unless tested in water 
court. 

After the council meeting, 
Snyder said he met with Huls-
mann and Makower on Feb. 1. 
Snyder provided OCN a copy of 
the written opinion, dated Feb. 5, 
that he sent to Makower. Some of 
Snyder’s comments in the Feb. 5 
letter are:
• “This letter is to document your 

request for a written opinion 
from this office regarding the 
possible use of water stored 

in Glen Park reservoir to fill 
and maintain the water level in 
Palmer Lake.” 

• “Glen Park reservoir was 
adjudicated in case no. CA 
13801 on 02/08/1954 with an 
appropriation date of 11/25/
1904. The decreed owners 
are the Town of Palmer 
Lake and the Denver & Rio 
Grande Western Railroad 
Company. Decreed uses are 
for Domestic, Municipal and 
Industrial. Capacity of the 
reservoir is 147.5 acre-feet.” 
(An acre-foot is approximately 
325,851 gallons.)

• “Given the above decreed uses 
for Glen Park reservoir, it is 
my opinion that water from 
the reservoir could be used to 
fill and maintain water levels 
in Palmer Lake if the Town 
of Palmer Lake so chooses. 
However, there are some 
issues that need to be resolved 
prior to the proposed use.

1. Since Palmer Lake drains 
northward into the Platte River 
drainage (Division 1) and 
water from Glen Park is from 
the Monument Creek/Fountain 
Creek drainage (Division 2), 
the use of Glen Park water in 
Palmer Lake may require an 
Augmentation Plan to replace 
depletions” and ‘to protect 
senior water rights’ in Division 
2. 

2. Palmer Lake does not have a 
storage right for any surface 
water runoff from Division 2 
that is impounded by Palmer 
Lake would require an 
augmentation plan to replace 
depletions, or be passed 
through to Monument Creek to 
prevent downstream injuries to 
senior rights. 

3. Accurate daily accounting of 
the uses of water from Glen 
Park Reservoir would have to 
be submitted to this office on a 
form that is acceptable.

4. Glen Park Reservoir is allowed 
to fill to its capacity of 147.5 
Acre-Feet one time per year 
when it is in priority to store 
water. This will almost always 
be from November 15th to 
March 15th each year. Any out 
of priority storage will require 
augmentation.” 

• “These issues need to be 
addressed prior to using water 
from Glen Park Reservoir in 
Palmer Lake. If you have any 
questions, please contact me.”

Snyder said he told Makower and 
Hulsmann on Feb. 1 that augmen-
tation would be required, then 
confirmed that opinion with this 
letter, contrary to the statements 
that Hulsmann made at the Feb. 
8 council meeting that Snyder’s 
opinion was that no augmenta-
tion would be required. 

Makower read a statement 
that noted: 

• That the town water committee 
could not finish its task “due to 
lack of information from the 
water department as well as 
poor leadership.” 

• That he questioned the town’s 
homeland security concerns 
regarding water production 
information and the size and 
timing of the Jan. 16 water 
committee meeting.

• His opinion that the town 
should hire a water attorney 
that will support the 
committee’s recommendations 
to refill the lake.

The meeting adjourned at 10 
p.m. 

**********
The next regular council meeting 
will be on March 8 at 7 p.m. in 
Town Hall, 54 Valley Crescent. 
Workshops are normally held on 
the first Thursday of the month. 
Regular meetings are normally 
held on the second Thursday of 
the month. Meetings are often 
combined, so check for actual 
dates at 481-2953. 

Buy One of Our Listings and if YOU Don’t Love It…
WE’LL BUY IT BACK!    No Gimmicks! 

For more information on our 
Exclusive BUYER PROTECTION PLAN
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NO DOWN 3 Bd
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By Sue Wielgopolan
General manager Dana Duthie informed 
Donala board members at their Feb. 21 
meeting that the total cost for the Upper 
Monument Creek Regional Wastewater 
Treatment Facility expansion would be sig-

nificantly higher than the original estimate. 
The cost for concrete alone is expected to 
increase 40 percent by June.

The facility is co-owned by Donala, 
and Triview and Forest Lakes Metro Dis-
tricts. Forest Lakes has already purchased 
all the capacity it will need. Triview and 
Donala are splitting the cost of the plant 
expansion equally between them.

Donala will seek to increase its Colo-
rado Water and Power Association loan or 
obtain new financing for 2008.

Duthie complained that the sluggish 
building-permit process is causing delays 
in the expansion construction schedule, 
and GMS engineers Dave Frisch and Mark 
Morton are still spending too much time 
shepherding the applications through the 
various steps.

President Ed Houle was absent and 
excused; Vice President Dennis Daugh-
erty acted as presiding officer in his place. 
Donala resident Warren Gerig attended to 
observe the meeting.

Engineers seek savings to 
reduce expansion price

Engineers are looking for ways to cut costs 
to reduce the overall price of the plant ex-
pansion. Duthie said additional biosolids 
handling could “fall out if necessary.” 
The plant’s sludge press is being operated 
only 20 hours per week. With the facility 
running at full capacity after expansion, 
it would operate approximately 80 hours 
each week, which is within its capabilities. 
By eliminating the additional press, which 
costs about $210,000, and the building 
needed to house it, the plant owners could 
save $600,000. 

At least a portion of the sludge could 
also be hauled out as liquid waste. The new 
railroad crossing that no longer runs under 
a low, narrow train trestle, can now accom-
modate the liquid waste trucks that were 
too large to negotiate the underpass.

Duthie told board members that the 
new estimates include a larger administra-
tion building to which sleeping quarters, 
a kitchen, and a break room were added. 
Duthie said the cost of the building could 
be reduced by adjusting the contract to call 
for construction of the shell alone. The in-
terior work could be finished in-house.

Donala still waiting for 
water line to plant 

Forest Lakes Metro District has so far 
failed to begin construction on the new wa-
ter line it agreed to provide to the expanded 
waste plant. Duthie said that if the pipeline 
promised in the intergovernmental agree-
ment among Forest Lakes, Triview and 
Donala isn’t started by April, he will send 
a letter of default to Forest Lakes. Duthie 
said the water line must be operational by 
December.

The small well that presently supplies 
the waste plant is sufficient to handle the 
facility’s present needs. But a larger vol-
ume at good pressure is needed for fire 
suppression and to work with the polymer 
used in the sequencing batch reactors.

Duthie said that unless he sees tan-
gible progress by April, he will begin 
construction of an auxiliary water line 
from Donala that will run under I-25. He 
estimates the cost of that pipeline would be 
around $330,000. 
Pikes Peak Regional Water Au-
thority gets down to business

New authority approves by-laws: Duthie 
told board members that the Pikes Peak 
Regional Water Authority (PPRWA) ap-
proved the proposed by-laws at its Feb. 
15 meeting. Attorney Rick Fendel, who 
helped author the by-laws, pointed out that 
there is a problem concerning the dues 
structure.

This year, larger member agencies, 
including Donala, are paying $20,000 each 
in dues. The two smallest districts are only 
paying $2,500 for dues for this year. The 
by-laws state that each entity is entitled to 
one vote, but do not specify yearly dues 
or require that each agency pay the same 
amount.

The larger districts want to make 
the dues and voting structure fair to their 
constituents while making membership 
affordable to smaller entities, and sub-
sequently proposed assigning dues and 
voting rights based on the size of each 
district. Fendel reminded the group that 
any amendment to the by-laws must be 
unanimously approved.

Discussion of the issue was post-
poned.

Authority maintains ties with Parker: 
Although former PDWG member Parker 
Water and Sanitation is not formally asso-
ciated with the PPRWA, the group agreed 
it is important to continue talking with 
manager Frank Jaeger. Several potential 
projects originating north of the Palmer 
Divide, including the conceptual Green 
River pumpback, could eventually deliver 
water to northern El Paso County.
Infrastructure study underway: Bishop 
Brogden Associates lost no time in kick-
ing off the Water Infrastructure Planning 
Study, which was approved and funded 
at the Jan. 9 meeting. The purpose of the 
study is to evaluate the existing infra-
structure and identify opportunities for 
interconnection, reuse, exchange, and dis-
tribution of surface water among PPRWA 
members. GMS engineering is nearing 
completion of the first task, which is to 
map existing centralized lines in the area.

GMS engineer Roger Sams pointed 
out that there were significant gaps in the 
map where centralized lines belonging to 
smaller districts exist. Members decided 
to contact those districts to request their 
participation in the study and invite mem-
bership in the group.

The inventory revealed that mains in 
most districts and municipalities consisted 
primarily of 8-inch lines, which are insuf-
ficient for the conveyance of surface sup-
plies among providers. Triview and Donala 
were the only districts that had installed 
any 12-inch lines.

Sams also noted that there was a 
shortage of regional water storage capac-
ity. Storage capacity of all the districts 
combined only totaled about 6 or 7 million 
gallons, with Donala alone accounting for 
approximately 4.75 million gallons.
Monument to fill lake: The state of 
Colorado approved Monument’s diversion 
permit, enabling the town to fill Monument 
Lake. Donala had previously offered to sell 
effluent credits to the town at $50 per 
acre-foot based on monthly accounting. 
Although the original temporary permit 
that was approved by the state specified 
that accounting would be done monthly, 
the state water commissioner is requiring 
that Donala track daily the amount of ef-
fluent used by Monument.

Since the process is much more time-
consuming, Donala must increase the 
price to compensate for the extra man-
hours spent on monitoring. The district 
considered charging the standard $400 
per acre-foot the PPRWA has set for intra-
authority effluent sales, but at Monument 
Public Works Director Rich Landreth’s 
request, agreed to $250 per acre-foot for 
the remainder of 2007.

No action has been taken on the agree-
ment yet.
Water lease agreement approved: Water 
authority members unanimously approved 
an agreement with Stonewall Springs 
Quarry to provide up to 175 acre-feet 
of effluent water per year to the quarry 
as needed for augmentation. Stonewall 
Springs will pay $20,000 per year for the 
lease, and an additional $150 per acre-foot 
for any quantity used.

The state mining permit for the quarry 
requires that Stonewall Springs have avail-
able water for augmentation should the 
mining operation expose groundwater. 
The augmentation water is intended to re-
place any evaporative losses resulting from 
that exposure.

The group wanted to know how the 
agreement would affect the authority’s ar-

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Feb 21

Waste plant costs escalate
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rangement with Monument. Manager Gary 
Barber replied that owner Mark Morley is 
pursuing other sources, and Barber does 
not expect that Stonewall Springs will 
need the water. In addition, Morley must 
give the authority one year’s notice that he 
will be exercising the lease.

The agreement with Stonewall Springs 
is important because the authority hopes to 
make future arrangements with Morley’s 
company for storage space at the quarry 
and Brush Hollow Reservoir.
Consultant will assess funding maxi-
mum: Alex Brown of UBS Municipal 
Securities Group will conduct a survey to 
determine the maximum amount of money 
the water authority is collectively willing 
to spend on water projects, especially those 
involving renewable supplies. Brown will 
be considering increments of $200-, $400-
, and $600-million dollars. Project scope 
and options for the future will be limited 
by the budget the authority agrees to work 
within.

Districts will choose own conserva-
tion programs for 2007: Rocky Wiley 
reported that applying for funds through 
the conservation grant program was more 
complicated than members had originally 
thought. With a March deadline for appli-
cations looming, the four largest members, 
Donala, Woodmoor, Triview, and Monu-
ment, decided to adopt their own conserva-
tion programs for 2007. Members decided 
to regroup and compare notes in the fall, 
with the goal of choosing and coordinat-
ing a comprehensive regional program in 
2008.
Authority looking for logo: The new 
PPRWA needs a logo, and member dis-
tricts and municipalities want residents of 
the Palmer Divide region to submit their 
ideas. Representatives proposed holding 
a contest to obtain a design, which will be 
used on letterheads and the Web site.

Donala decided to conduct its own 
competition. Donala residents are encour-
aged to submit a  design, which may in-
clude up to four colors. The winner of the 
Donala’s contest will receive credit for one 
monthly water bill. The authority will then 
chose a logo from among the entries from 
each district. If Donala’s entry is selected, 
that customer will receive credit for a sec-
ond monthly water bill. 

Donala to complete 
Struthers pipeline

Duthie told board members he had reached 

an agreement with Triview manager 
Larry Bishop to finish the pipeline along 
Struthers Road, which will connect the 
two water systems.

Donala has been unable to install 
the last 500 feet of pipeline due to a legal 
dispute between El Paso County and the 
landowners over the price of the easement 
for Struthers Road. Construction on the 
project has been delayed as a result of the 
impasse, presenting Bishop with a second 
opportunity to install his half of the con-
necting pipeline before the asphalt is laid.

Bishop instructed the developer who 
plans to build on the parcel on the southeast 
corner of the intersection of the Struthers 
extension and Baptist to install the portion 
of the pipeline that would service his de-
velopment, which still left the pipeline 650 
feet short of Donala’s termination.

Duthie offered to complete the pipe-
line in exchange for a 12-inch system to 
be installed by Classic Homes in either 
the southeast corner ot Triview or the 
northeast corner of Donala, and Bishop 
accepted. The pipeline will serve as the 
third 12-inch connecting line between the 
two districts.

Testing on new well in 
Fox Run Park complete

Duthie told board members that the testing 
on Well 14 is complete. The well produced 
a respectable 700 gallons per minute.

The transformer for the well has been 
ordered from Mountain View Electric, and 
the district expects to have the well up and 
running by mid-summer.

Henkle Drilling has not yet moved its 
equipment from the site. The company has 
spread the substrate from the “mud pit” to 
dry. Donala requested that Henkle level 
the area.

Donala will then put in the pipeline 
across the easement in the park. The 
district will wait until after AmWest and 
Mountain View have completed their work 
to erect the fence around the well equip-
ment.

Frozen pipes, breaks, and a 
sewer backup keep 
maintenance busy

Some of the older water lines in the dis-
trict, laid before the Donala district was 
created, are buried beneath less than 4 feet 
of cover. Lines in those areas are vulnera-
ble to freezing. Donala was recently forced 
to dig up the street to re-establish service 

to an unoccupied home on Huntington 
Beach. Duthie blames a combination of 
shallow pipeline depth and an obsolete 
copper coupling for the problem.

The district instructed homeowners on 
Huntington Beach and Doral Way to leave 
their faucets on to allow a steady trickle, 
rather than a drip, during extremely cold 
weather. In an effort to encourage residents 
to comply, Donala offered to waive water 
use charges for up to two weeks of every 
month for absent homeowners.

Obsolete infrastructure was also likely 
to blame for a sewer service line backup on 
Westchester. Operators believe segments 
of the line were separated from each other 
over time, and the clay soil was acting as 
a pipeline. The house was unoccupied for 
over a year, and during that period the sur-

rounding soil collapsed, cutting off access. 
Donala is attempting to determine the ex-
act location of the line to avoid tearing up a 
large potion of the road.

As sometimes happens with water 
main breaks, the stress resulting from a 
large fracture can cause breaks on other 
lines. Duthie reported that a secondary 
break on a line in Bermuda Dunes may 
have resulted from the break near Rangely 
on Jan. 20. Duthie told board members that 
a tap saddle had failed. The district was 
able to repair the damage quickly.

Members question 
investment returns

Duthie distributed the monthly investment 
summary. Daugherty noted that returns 
on investments managed by Davidson 
Fixed Income Management again lagged 
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behind returns for Colo Trust, the fund in which Donala 
had previously invested all its reserves. Donala still has a 
small portion of its reserves with Colo Trust. He also said 
he understood that once invested, the district must wait for 

the bonds to mature. 
Duthie said that Davidson had decreased its charges 

two basis points as a result.
Murphy, who was new to the board in May 2006, 

asked why all Donala’s reserves were not invested in Colo 
Trust. Duthie replied that when Donala signed up with the 
investment firm, it was outperforming Colo Trust. When 
interest rates went up, the roles became reversed.

Duthie told the board that investing with Davidson 
added flexibility, as varying amounts reach maturity at 
different times, enabling Donala to have cash available 
when it is needed. He expects that as the bonds come due 
and are invested at higher rates, Davidson will again out-
perform Colo Trust.

Members will continue to monitor Davidson’s perfor-
mance.

Yearly cost of service analysis skewed
 by waste plant, redrill costs

Duthie distributed his yearly cost of service analysis, 
which separated Donala consumers into categories and 
compared the cost of providing water and sewer service 
to each group against the amount paid for those services. 
The analysis serves as a baseline in determining whether 
the district’s rate and tax structures need to be adjusted to 
cover costs, and also helps in building the annual budget.

Duthie cautioned the board that this year’s figures 
were skewed by costs associated with the waste plant and 
two unanticipated well redrills. In each year’s summary, 
he lists expenses during the year they are incurred and 
does not spread the cost of “big ticket” items over time. As 
a result, Donala appeared to be in the red in 2006.

The board discussed spreading expenses for items 
such as the waste plant expansion over several years. 
Duthie replied that it was difficult to estimate life expec-
tancy for assets such as wells or treatment facilities, as it 

could be half or double the estimate. Members suggested 
using multiple sources, including auditor figures, past his-
tory in the district, other district’s figures, or consultant’s 
projections to arrive at a reasonable life expectancy.

Members agreed that in spite of its drawbacks, the 
analysis was valuable as a tool and a record of services 
provided, and Duthie should continue to compile the fig-
ures.

El Paso County Water Authority news
No quorum at county water authority meeting: Duthie 
told the board that the Feb. 7 meeting of the El Paso Coun-
ty Water Authority was poorly attended. Because too few 
were present to achieve a quorum, no action was taken.

Lobbyist Pat Ratliff reported on several bills currently 
before the Legislature, and included her recommendations 
on whether to support or oppose each.
Cherokee requests inclusion in transit loss model: The 
Cherokee Water District, which had previously declined 
inclusion in the Transit Loss Study and Model, has re-
quested participation. The model was created to measure 
the volume of water lost in transit from Monument Creek 
on its way to the Arkansas River using input from a series 
of gauging stations. Because the transit loss model will al-
low the state to more accurately track stream flows, entities 
that have contributed funds toward the establishment and 
maintenance of the model will be able to receive credit for 
their effluent and use it for exchange or sale downstream. 

The change in direction was prompted by Cherokee’s 
desire to participate in Fountain Creek exchanges.

To be included, Cherokee will be required to pay 
back a proportionate share for the study and contribute 
funds yearly toward the model’s maintenance. The El Paso 
County Water Authority and Colorado Springs contrib-
uted $300,000 each. There is some dispute as to which of 
the two entities Cherokee will reimburse and share transit 
loss maintenance costs. 

The meeting went into executive session at 2:50 p.m. 
to discuss the purchase, acquisition, lease or transfer of 
water, and personnel matters. 

**********
The Donala board will hold its next regular meeting on 
Mar. 21 at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala office, 15850 Holbein 
Drive. Meetings are normally held on the third Wednesday 
of each month.
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Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District, Feb. 8

Woodmoor to 
repair dam

By Sue Wielgopolan
The Woodmoor Lake dam is in need of repair, John Sikora of URS Dam 
Engineering told the Woodmoor board at its Feb. 8 meeting. While the 
dam is in no immediate danger of failure, Sikora recommended the dis-
trict repair the draining infrastructure to prevent erosion and structural 
weakening. 

He noted that the corrugated metal outlet pipe is showing signs 
of corrosion. As the deterioration continues over time, water seepage 
could erode embankment soil and carry it into the pipe, creating pock-
ets that would eventually weaken the structure, Sikora said. He gave 
the directors an overview of the contents of URS’ proposal for safety 
modifications to the dam.

The board also heard about the loss of several million gallons of 
water in January caused by an undetected break in a water main under 
Dirty Woman Creek. Water supply to the break area was shut off, but 
the pipe hasn’t been fixed yet.

The public portion of the meeting was suspended at about 1:25 
p.m., and the board went into executive session to accommodate water 
consultant Walraven Ketellapper of Stillwater Resources. Members 
met with Ketellapper to discuss negotiations for the possible purchase 
of water facilities. No decisions were announced when the public ses-
sion resumed at 2 p.m.

Condition of dam prompts action
Because failure of the Woodmoor dam could result in loss of life, it is 
classified as a Class 1 dam, and yearly inspections are required by the 
state. After its most recent inspection, the state engineer’s office rated 
the dam “conditionally satisfactory,” with the recommendation that 
Woodmoor have the dam professionally evaluated and conduct a video 
inspection of the outlet pipe. The district hired URS to investigate the 
condition of the dam’s infrastructure and recommend action.

URS reviewed the design, drawings and a recent inspection report 
filed by the Dam Safety Branch of the Division of Water Resources 
within the state engineer’s office. At the engineering firm’s request, 
Woodmoor provided a video of the outlet pipe interior. 

Sikora presented a written proposal for services that documented 
the dam’s condition and listed parts of the structure in need of repair 
or upgrade.

As well as being rusted and corroded in places, the outlet pipe 
is also sagging, and small seeps were observed flowing into the pipe. 
Additional seepage on the downstream side of the embankment may 
indicate deterioration of the internal collection system. URS suggested 
further investigation. URS also mentioned that the district reported the 
outlet gate had been difficult to close completely when last operated.

The URS proposal identified four alternatives to be evaluated. One 
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involved using a “cured-in-place” pipe liner such as in-
situform, which would provide the least reduction in flow 
volume of the three lining options. Since the state man-
dates that all reservoirs impounded by Class 1 dams must 
have drainage systems capable of lowering the water level 
five feet in five days, and the current pipe size is barely 
sufficient to meet that criterion, this advantage is impor-
tant. However, Sikora said the option added only minimal 
structural support, and water constantly leaking into the 
corrugated pipe could prevent formation of a strong bond 
between the metal interior and the liner material. 

Two of the other alternatives involved placement of 
8- and 10-inch metal liners, which are more cumbersome 
and expensive to insert, and significantly reduce flow ca-
pacities. Both would add structural stability to existing in-
frastructure. Without additions to the system, the district 
would need a waiver of the drainage requirement from the 
state for one of the alternatives.

Another option involves adding auxiliary drainage in-
frastructure or recognition by the state of existing pump-
ing mechanisms as supplementary systems to the outlet 
conduit capable of meeting the five-feet-in-five-days rule. 
While probably more expensive than plastic lining, the 
metal alternatives would reduce structural concerns.

The fourth alternative is to excavate and replace most 
or all of the system. It is expected to be the most expen-
sive, but would incorporate the most current standards of 
practice.

Woodmoor has additional project objectives it wants 
to meet. The district is permitted by the state to store up to 
943 acre-feet of water in the lake; capacity is significantly 
less. Woodmoor would like to enlarge the lake, preferably 
by dredging, but if that compromises bank stability, the 
district will consider raising the spillway. Woodmoor also 
intends to begin using water stored in the lake for irriga-
tion and as a supplemental drinking supply, and subse-
quently wants to complete any upgrades or repairs as soon 

as possible.
In its conceptual engineering proposal, URS agreed 

to provide detailed analysis of each of the four alternatives 
including initial capital outlay and life-cycle costs, and to 
recommend an alternative based on Woodmoor’s needs 
and budget, as well as conformance to the state’s require-
ments. URS also will evaluate alternatives to increase lake 
volume. 

After the proposal for conceptual engineering ser-
vices is approved, URS estimated the firm will need two 
months to formulate alternatives and outline a time frame 
for state approval, bidding, and construction. URS will 
meet with the state engineer’s office to determine which 
alternatives would be acceptable. Woodmoor will select 
from those options.

While Woodmoor staff had hoped to begin repairs by 
this fall,, Sikora told members a more realistic time frame 
would be to begin construction in fall 2008. He said state 
approval alone could take up to six months, followed by 
contract bidding and draining at least a portion of the lake. 
The district wants to be able to use lake water to offset peak 
demand during the height of summer irrigation season, as 
well as minimize potential disruptions to service, so con-
struction cannot take place during irrigation season.

Board members unanimously approved acceptance 
of the proposal and authorized expenditures not to exceed 
$38,700 for the initial phase of the project. By accepting 
the contract, Woodmoor also agreed to retain URS as de-
sign engineers for the dam modifications.

District developing emergency 
action plan for dam

The Colorado Division of Water Resources requires that 
operators of all Class 1 dams develop an emergency pre-
paredness plan. Manager Phil Steininger distributed the 
final draft of Woodmoor’s update to board members for 
review and comment at the meeting. The draft will be dis-
tributed to area emergency agencies for comment.

Steininger said engineering consulting firm RTW 
is compiling an emergency action plan, which describes 
in detail how the district will implement an emergency 
preparedness plan. The action plan will specify duties of 
key members of district staff. Several copies of the plan 
will be available to staff at the Woodmoor office, and will 
list procedures to follow and contacts to notify in order of 
priority should a breach or other emergency involving the 
Woodmoor Lake dam occur. 

Woodmoor employees will receive instruction on how 
to differentiate an emergency requiring immediate action 
from a preliminary problem, and training on how to react 
in each case.

One member asked if El Paso County was set up to 
use reverse 911 to simultaneously call all homes in the 
flood area to warn residents to evacuate. President Jim 
Taylor replied that after the Hayman fire, several agen-
cies had requested that the county install the software and 
hire personnel necessary to operate a reverse 911 system, 
but the commissioners said the necessary funds were not 

available.
Woodmoor tracks down major water leak

Operations manager Randy Gillette reported to the board 
that during January, the district was able to account for 
only 62 percent of the water it pumped. In a typical month, 
Woodmoor is able to account for around 95 percent of the 
total pumped.

Operators had noticed a higher use of the wells, but 
none of the tanks had been extraordinarily depleted. No 
customers had reported breaks or a loss in pressure. And 
wastewater flows did not show a dramatic increase during 
that period.

The South treatment plant had not been in service 
when the problem apparently began. The plant went back 
online at the end of January. Pumps were constantly re-
filling the clear well, which struggled to keep up with 
demand. By Feb. 2, operators had determined the problem 
was somewhere within Zone 3 boundaries (the southern 
part of the district, primarily between Highway 105 and 
Higby Road), and began walking the main line routes. 

A water main break in Dirty Woman Creek turned out 
to be the culprit. The 6-inch cast-iron pipe had broken, and 
water was gushing into the creek drainage, not far from the 
Crossroads at Monument and nearby bridge off Highway 
105. No one had spotted it due to the heavy snow. Because 
the system is looped (does not terminate in a dead end), 
no customers experienced loss of service or even a serious 
reduction in pressure.

The break was isolated and the water supply to it 
turned off. Since then, the south tank’s behavior has re-
turned to normal. Gillette estimates that the break was un-
discovered for the better part of six weeks, and Woodmoor 
lost 8 or 9 million gallons of the approximately 17 million 
that were pumped during that period.

Because of current high flows in the creek, Gillette 
said crews have not been able to repair the line. Woodmoor 
rented a mini-excavator to dig out the line, which opera-
tors suspect experienced a sheer break, but due to unstable 
slopes and creek depth the effort was unsuccessful. The 
district will hire a contractor to repair the main once flows 
have decreased and the weather is more conducive to op-
erations in the creek.

Merits of water conservation 
programs discussed

Steininger reminded the board that the Pikes Peak Re-
gional Water Authority (PPRWA) is trying to develop a 
regional water conservation plan for all entities that belong 
to the authority.

RTW consultant Rocky Wiley told PPRWA members 
at their Jan. 9 meeting that a change in legislation, geared 
specifically to encourage smaller water groups to band 
together, had made state grant money available for devel-
oping comprehensive conservation plans. Wiley agreed to 
coordinate an effort to obtain a grant for the water author-
ity.

At an unofficial meeting of several authority mem-
bers, representatives from the four largest entities, includ-
ing Triview Metro District, Woodmoor and Donala Water 
and Sanitation, and Monument, decided it was important 
to implement the same water conservation plan in all their 
districts. Representatives then tried to agree on a plan that 
would best suit their collective needs.

Woodmoor previously used a circle-diamond-square 
plan that restricted irrigation to evening and early morning 
hours, and customers watered every third day on a rotating 
basis. The plan assigned each address a circle, diamond, or 
square to use to correspond to calendars that had the sym-
bols to indicate the days each group was to water. The plan 
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had the advantage of reducing peak demand significantly, 
but proved difficult to program into many existing irriga-
tion controllers. 

Triview had implemented restricted hours as well but 
had assigned its customers to irrigate on odd or even days. 
Peak demand was not reduced by as great a margin, but the 
plan simplified sprinkler system clock programming and 
was easier to remember.

Members discussed implementing a restricted 
hours, three-day-per week program. Customers would 
be assigned a Monday-Wednesday-Friday or Tuesday-
Thursday-Saturday watering schedule, with all residents 
refraining from watering on Sundays. This plan had the 
advantage of simplicity, and would work with most clocks 
on the market.

The representatives opted to take the issue to their 
respective boards for consideration.

Woodmoor directors discussed the merits of the dif-
ferent schedules. Steininger’s chief concern was whether 
the proposed three-day schedule would reduce peak and 
annual demand sufficiently to meet the district’s goals. 
Members agreed that the main drawback of the circle-dia-
mond-square program was its complexity. Most existing 
clocks required reprogramming at least every other week 
in order to follow the program, which is daunting to many 
residents.

The board discussed whether it would be feasible for 
Woodmoor to offer to replace customers’ irrigation clocks 
at the district’s expense, or offer rebates on new, more so-
phisticated clocks.

Director Elizabeth Hacker said the chosen plan should 
be as simple as possible and suggested that customers 
would be more receptive to an every-other-day or three-
day plan. Hacker also proposed that the district consider 
sponsoring a contest to draw attention to conservation, 
perhaps rewarding the household posting the greatest re-
duction in water use with a prize or gift certificate.

Wiley said studies he had seen showed that a water-
ing schedule of every other day actually increased annual 
demand. He said most homeowners would not ordinarily 
water every other day, but when faced with the decision to 
water or wait two more days, will take the opportunity to 
irrigate when allowed.

Members agreed that educating residents about wa-
ter-saving devices and more effective watering systems, 
such as drip irrigation, was important to the success of any 
conservation campaign.

Steininger said he would share the board’s feedback at 
the next PPRWA meeting.

South treatment plant still not 
ready for surface water

Gillette told the board that attempts to bring the South 
treatment plant online for surface water treatment have not 
yet been successful. Operators are fine-tuning the process 
control and chemicals, and are working with the chemical 
vendor Nalco. Gillette has also consulted with RTW en-
gineer Mike Rothberg to discuss the filter operations and 
plant design. Because Woodmoor will be treating surface 
in addition to well water, a different and more stringent set 
of treatment regulations apply.

Well 20 testing complete
Engineer Jessie Shaffer reported that hydrologic consult-
ing firm Bishop Brogden Associates completed its analy-
sis of test results for new Well 20, near the intersection of 
Higby and Fairplay. The well yielded a consistent 300 gal-
lons per minute. Projections of expected future yield will 
be used to determine the sizing for the pumps and pipeline. 
The district is still waiting to receive the video of the well 
interior and report on water quality from the lab. 

Shaffer told the board Henkle Drilling is working on 
completing site grading and cleanup.

RTW is assembling the contract for equipping the 
well. The district hopes to open the bidding by the end 
of March and choose a contractor around mid-April, with 
construction to commence shortly after. 

The well will be remotely controlled through the 
district’s SCADA (supervisory control and data acquisi-
tion) system, which will monitor the clear well level at the 
South water treatment plant and turn the well pump on and 
off as water is needed.

Woodmoor needs an access variance from El Paso 
County to build its desired access to the well off Fairplay. 
The county does not allow direct driveway access off Fair-
play, but given the other choices of Higby and Ox Yoke 
Way, the district considers that route the safest and least 
disruptive alternative.

Construction around the well will last several months, 
and Woodmoor wants to avoid moving heavy equipment 
on Ox Yoke Way, a residential street. A pullout directly 

onto Higby creates a potential safety hazard because the 
line of sight is limited, and traffic on Higby travels at a 
moderately high rate of speed. Until the access route is 
confirmed, the district cannot begin construction of the 
well equipment.

The district expects to have the infrastructure com-
pleted and the well operational by early fall.

Lenar building despite lack 
of regional building approval

Shaffer told the board that Lenar, the developer of Misty 
Acres, which is located east of the RV campground and 
south of County Line Road, is still working toward condi-
tional acceptance of the water and sewer infrastructure.

Despite the fact that the development infrastructure 
has not been approved, Lenar has started building on the 
25 lots in Filing 1. Shaffer reported that eight foundations 
had been poured, and two more lots had foundation exca-
vations. According to Shaffer, Lenar is building at its own 
risk. Until Woodmoor accepts the infrastructure, there is 
no guarantee the district will approve the work that has 
been done.

Shaffer said Regional Building had no interest in stop-
ping construction but wanted to make sure the district was 
aware Lenar had begun work on the houses. 

High school will consider 
non-potable irrigation

A non-potable water line for irrigation to the new Lewis-
Palmer School District 38 high school will cost an estimat-
ed $800,000 to $1.25 million, Steininger told the board. 
The school district will conduct a cost-benefit analysis to 
determine whether it will proceed with the separate water 
line.

The public portion of the meeting adjourned at 3:18 
p.m. and the board went into executive session to discuss 
the purchase, acquisition, or sale of water rights; to consult 
with their attorney on specific legal questions related to 
negotiating positions; and to discuss personnel matters. 

**********
The next regular meeting of the Woodmoor board will be 
at 1 p.m. March 8 at the Woodmoor office, 1845 Wood-
moor Drive. 

Call Carolyn at 488-5776 
All Fitness Levels Welcome 

Sundance Studio,
1450 Cipriani Loop, 
Monument
   5:45 am M/W/F 
   7:45 am M/W/F 
   9:15 am M/T/W/Th/F+

   7:45 am Sat
   9:15 am Sat 
   4:00 pm Sun 

Personal Touch
 10:30 am M/F
 7:45 & 10:30 am T/Th 

Lewis-Palmer 
Elementary School,
1315 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
   4:00 pm M/T/Th 
   6:00 pm M/T/Th 

Black Forest 
Community Church,
6845 Shoup Road 
   5:30 pm M/W+

   7:45 am Sat 

+Childcare available  
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Present this coupon at your local Jazzercise class. 

*$25 value good towards purchase of a Jazzercise class pass or joining fee. 
Can not be applied to walk-in fees. Valid for those who have not attended Jazzercise 
within the past 6 months. Valid at participating locations. No refunds or cash value. 

Limit one per customer. Expires 3/31/07. 

U.S., Canada & Australia

$25 Gift*
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Limit one per customer. Expires 3/31/07. 
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Present this coupon at your local Jazzercise class. 

*$25 value good towards purchase of a Jazzercise class pass or joining fee. 
Can not be applied to walk-in fees. Valid for those who have not attended Jazzercise 
within the past 6 months. Valid at participating locations. No refunds or cash value. 

Limit one per customer. Expires 3/31/07. 

U.S., Canada & Australia
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TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal

• Chipping

• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Screen Repair
Windows and Screen 

Doors.  We come to you! 
                 Screen Door Special $39!

 Kurt 360-9559
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A SPECIAL 
BRAND OF
ACCOUNTS
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Construction 
Loans

CUSTOM & SPEC

Commercial
Real Estate

Up to 25 Year
Amortization

Commercial 
Lines

of Credit

Land &
Development

Loans

�
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Left: District 38 
schooll board 
members at the 
workshop/special 
meeting Feb. 5. 
(clockwise from 
the left) Dee Dee 
Eaton, Gail Wilson, 
Jes Raintree, 
Stephen Plank, and 
LouAnn Dekleva 
Photo by John 
Heiser

Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board Workshop/Special Meeting, Feb. 5

After asking for school board president’s resignation, three 
board members vote to curtail president’s role

By John Heiser
At the Lewis-Palmer District 38 School 
Board workshop Feb. 5, school board 
members Dee Dee Eaton, Stephen Plank, 
and Gail Wilson voted to restrict board 
President Jes Raintree’s responsibilities 
to only those duties specified in state law. 
Raintree and LouAnn Dekleva opposed 
the change.

Raintree opened the meeting at 5:
45 p.m. by reviewing a list of recent 
events, including workshops on District 
38 leadership and the Jan. 18 unanimous 
appointment of Ray Blanch as the new 
superintendent. 

She then disclosed that at a Jan. 30 
meeting with Plank, he asked her to resign. 
She said Plank said he also represented the 
wishes of Eaton and Wilson. Referring to 
the recent recall election and other turmoil 
in School District 11 in Colorado Springs, 

Raintree said, “We don’t want to be a D-
11.” 

Raintree noted that on Feb. 2, she 
received a request from Eaton, Plank, and 
Wilson to hold this Feb. 5 special meet-
ing.

In response to Raintree’s accusations 
that Eaton, Plank, and Wilson had been 
illegally meeting in other than a public 
board meeting, each of the three said that, 
in accordance with state law, they had 
talked individually with the others but that 
all three had not met.

Plank said he thought the Jan. 30 
meeting was confidential. He then listed 
the responsibilities of the District 38 
school board president in the district’s cur-
rent policy statement:
1. Preside at all meetings of the board.
2. Consult with the superintendent in 

preparing agendas.

3. Bring before the board such matters as 
require the attention of the board.

4. Be responsible for the orderly conduct 
of board meetings.

5. Confer with the superintendent on 
crucial matters that may occur between 
board meetings.

6. Call special meetings of the board as 
necessary.

7. Appoint special committees subject to 
the approval of the board.

8. Sign any written documents to which 
the school district may be a party.

9. Sign all official reports of the district 
except when otherwise provided by 
law.

10. Appear on behalf of the board 
in all actions brought by or against it, 
unless individually a party, in which 
case this duty shall be performed by the 
secretary.

Plank said the list goes “well beyond the 
statutory requirements for what a presi-
dent does,” noting that only items 1, 6, 8, 
and 9 are specified in state law (C.R.S. 22-
32-105 and 22-32-108).

All five members of the board should 
be involved in setting meeting agendas 
and conferring with the superintendent, 
he said, adding that the superintendent, 
not the president, should speak on behalf 
of the board.

Wilson said that all five board mem-
bers should share equally in information 
that comes to the board. She stressed that 
the president should promptly forward in-

formation by e-mail to all board members. 
In response to a request for examples from 
Raintree, Wilson cited the development of 
meeting agendas.

Eaton added that she had difficulty 
getting information on the development of 
Blanch’s contract.

“I apologize to all of you,” Raintree 
said.

Wilson suggested they research the 
specific statutory powers of the board 
president. Dekleva cited the board’s usual 
process of holding a first and second read-
ing of proposed policy changes and asked, 
“What’s the emergency?”

Plank replied, “There is a leadership 
problem in the district. Board members 
need to be involved in setting meeting 
agendas.”

Dekleva objected to being left out of 
the discussions that led Eaton, Plank, and 
Wilson to ask for Raintree’s resignation 
and then call for this special session.

Noting that the board unanimously ap-
proved the policy regarding the president’s 
responsibilities on Feb. 16, 2006, Plank 
said, “I voted for it then but not now.”

Wilson said that to support the work 
of the district and show a unified front, she 
had voted for things in public session even 
though privately she had concerns about 
them.

Eaton said she and Wilson had only 
been on the board two months when the 
policy was approved.

Wilson said there is no board manual 

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

Considering our large 13,000+ circulation, our 
rates are much lower than what you would pay in 

local commercial newspapers. 
For more information, 
contact John Heiser, 

488-3455 
ads@ourcommunitynews.org 

or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org
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Forest View Acres water judged “best tasting in Colorado”

or orientation training, adding “Dee Dee 
and I were like deer in the headlights.”

When Plank tried to make a motion to 
suspend the current policy regarding the 
president’s responsibilities and have the 
district operate under the list of responsi-
bilities specified in state law, Joanne Jen-
sen, secretary to the superintendent, noted 
that the meeting had not been called to 
order and a roll call had not been done. 

Raintree said the matter could wait 
until the board meeting Feb. 15 but Plank 
insisted that Raintree call the meeting 
to order, which she did. Board secretary 
Dekleva called the roll and then Plank 
made his motion, which was seconded by 

Wilson.
Dekleva said she opposed the motion 

because policy changes should get a first 
and second reading before being approved, 
adding “I don’t see the emergency.”

The vote was 3-2 with Eaton, Plank, 
and Wilson in favor and Raintree and 
Dekleva opposed.

Eaton moved that the 20 operating 
norms and 16 process norms adopted 
Feb. 16, 2006, also be suspended. Some 
of those norms specify that the president 
is the point of contact for the press and that 
the superintendent and the president set 
meeting agendas.

Some of the norms have been ignored 

or no longer apply, Eaton said, adding 
that the board may want to adopt some as 
policy but “I am not comfortable with hav-
ing something not being followed. It is not 
good leadership or good management.”

Plank seconded the motion. The vote 
was approved 3-2, the same as the prior 
motion.

Eaton thanked Raintree for her efforts 
on behalf of the district and then turned to 
the audience and said, “We are fractured 
as a board. There needs to be a lot of heal-
ing.”

Raintree offered to work with Eaton 
to develop a new policy to spell out the 
responsibilities of the board president. The 

other board members asked to be kept in-
formed by e-mail.

The meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m.
**********

The Lewis-Palmer School District 38 
Board of Education normally meets on the 
third Thursday of each month at the Learn-
ing Center of the Lewis-Palmer Adminis-
tration Building, Second and Jefferson. 
The next meeting is 7 p.m. March 15. The 
district’s Web site is www.lewispalmer.org. 
The Monument Academy Web site is www
.monumentacademy.net. 

By Jim Kendrick
On Feb. 21 Forest View Acres Water Dis-
trict (FVAWD) announced that the district 
had won the competition for best tasting 
water at the recent Colorado Rural Water 
Association (CRWA) 26th Annual State 
Conference held in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado the week of Feb. 5. 

District Manager Lisa Johnson report-
ed that judges selected FVAWD’s water as 
the best tasting from all samples submitted 
to the competition. Johnson said she was 
delighted that FVAWD would represent 
Colorado at the national competition in 
May. She added that Mike Bacon, the dis-

trict’s Operator in Charge, was surprised 
when he heard the announcement and said, 
“This is good news for the Forest View 
Acres Water District community and for 
the potential growth in this area.”

District’s water advances to national 
competition: FVAWD is representing Col-
orado rural water districts at the National 
Rural Water Association’s (NRWA) “8th 
Annual Great American Water Taste Test 
2007” to be held on May 1 in Washington 
D.C. Johnson said, “The District has not 
had a lot to celebrate for a long time, so it 
was nice to bring some good news to the 
Board members of FVAWD. They are re-

ally pleased and looking forward to the 
results of the national competition.” 

Forest View Acres Water District 
(FVAWD) is a Colorado Special District 
that was established in 1957 by the late 
Hugh Nevins. The district currently pro-
vides water service to 282 residences (a 
population of over 600 people) in the Red 
Rock Ranch, Red Rock Reserve, Cloven-
hoof, Villas, Sundance Estates, and Shiloh 
Pines neighborhoods in unincorporated El 
Paso County. FVAWD is governed by a 
five-member Board of Directors and con-
tract-managed by Special District Man-
agement Services, Inc. of Lakewood, Col-

orado. Its facilities and water operations 
management are contracted to Community 
Solutions, Inc. of Lakewood, Colorado. 

The Colorado Rural Water Asso-
ciation (CRWA) is a Colorado non-profit 
corporation, founded in 1980. CRWA 
provides technical assistance and training 
to Colorado’s public and private water and 
wastewater systems serving populations of 
less than 10,000; about 98% of Colorado’s 
2,095 public water systems serve commu-
nities with populations less than 10,000. 
CRWA is a state affiliate of the National 
Rural Water Association. (www.crwa.net, 
www.nrwa.org)
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One of the greatest threats to 
Americans today is occurring in…

their trash cans, mailboxes, and wallets!

Don’t be the next victim
of identity theft. Shred!
The UPS Store in Monument and 
The Real Time Shredder Company 
have joined forces to offer our 
customers secure personal and 
commercial shredding services.

$1.00 buys you two full minutes of 
shredding time during which you 
can shred up to 30 to 40 pounds 
of paper!

Tired of having those old bills and 
receipts in boxes in the basement? 
Use our shredder to help clean up 
your basement and protect yourself 
against identity theft.

Think you might still need some of the 
information? We can scan your documents 
and write them on a CD that can be viewed or 
copied using your computer. We then shred the 
documents and hand you a finished CD that 
you can store in a desk drawer! Ask for details.

For more information, call 719-487-1730 or 
drop by at 590 Highway 105, next to Safeway.
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Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board Meeting, Feb. 15

Board formally strips president and vice-president 
of non-statutory powers

By Jim Kendrick
At the regular Lewis-Palmer 
District 38 School Board meeting 
Feb. 15, board Vice President Dee 
Dee Eaton, Treasurer Gail Wil-
son, and Director Stephen Plank 
voted for formal policy changes 
that will limit the duties of board 
president and vice president to 
only those authorized by Colo-
rado statutes. Secretary LouAnn 
Dekleva opposed the change. The 
board also added a policy state-
ment that board members have 
authority only when acting as a 
board legally in session or when 
carrying out specific instructions 
from the board. 

Superintendent Ray Blanch 
said President Jes Raintree was 
absent due to a family matter. 

Director Steve Plank said 
that various D-38 boards had ex-
panded the duties of the president 
over time under various boards. 
He said the board had voted to 
limit the responsibilities of the 
board president at a Feb. 5 special 
board session. (The vote on Feb. 5 
was 3-2 with Raintree and Dekle-
va opposed.) Plank said, “To do 
that, we had to revise policies and 
so we have a policy proposal.” 
Dekleva said she had a discus-
sion item prior to the vote on the 
policy changes required due to 
the Feb. 5 vote. (See article on 
Feb. 5 D-38 meeting on page 26 
to read the 10 duties of the board 
president that were eliminated.)

Dekleva said Raintree had 
handed her some research Rain-
tree had done regarding policies 
on board president duties in 
numerous other Colorado school 
districts. Deklava read a list of 
the additional responsibilities 
that board presidents of these 
other districts have beyond those 
listed in the statutes. 

Deklava said, “I still want 

to go on record that I don’t know 
why we have an emergency to 
suspend that policy because I still 
don’t see the emergency.” She 
said she “didn’t see the need” for 
the Feb. 5 “emergency meeting” 
and noticed that the proposed 
policy Plank had offered did not 
list the duties of board secretary 
or treasurer and wondered if they 
were forgotten or incomplete. 

Dekleva also proposed add-
ing a policy statement: “It is un-
derstood that the members of the 
Board of Education have author-
ity only when acting as a board 
legally in session. The board shall 
not be bound in any way by any 
action or statement on the part 
of any individual board member, 
except when such statement or 
action is in pursuance of specific 
instructions from the board.”

Plank said the proposal didn’t 
refer to the secretary or treasurer 
because the new limitations only 
applied to the additional duties of 
the president and vice president. 
He said he had no objections 
to adding Dekleva’s proposed 
general policy statement to the 
proposal. 

Wilson noted that the en-
tire list of additional duties was 
suspended on Feb. 5. Plank said 
his intent was only to restrict the 
duties of the president. Dekleva 
said the board was not follow-
ing the typical district process 
by not having a first and second 
reading of the policy revision. 
Plank replied that there were 
two options in the district policy 
on changing district policy. He 
said the first and second reading 
option applies to policies that 
apply district-wide. The other 
policy allows for only one read-
ing. Plank said the policy change 
he was proposing only applies to 
the board and he recommended 

passage after a single reading. 
The motion passed 3-1 with only 
Dekleva opposed. 

Second high 
school progress report

The board also discussed con-
struction for the second high 
school at Monument Hill and ap-
proved the following contracts: 
• Saunders Construction 

as general contractor for 
improvements at Lewis-
Palmer High School (LPHS), 
including the stadium 

• E-Cube, Inc., as the 
commissioning agent for the 
second high school

Jeff Chamberlin of RLH Engi-
neering discussed recent prog-
ress on the high school project, 
including design changes, budget 
update, non-potable water project 
for irrigation, and consulting ser-
vices contracts. He also updated 
the board on the LPHS design 
schedule, design progress, traffic 
study, and budget update. These 
monthly building project updates 
will be posted on the district’s 
Web site. Some of Chamberlin’s 
presentation follow:

The first phase of two phases 
of second high school construc-
tion includes site work, utilities, 
and structural components.
• Design complete: Mar. 29
• Bids received: Apr. 19 
• Start construction: Apr. 30
The second phase includes land-
scape, architectural, mechanical, 
and electrical components
• Design complete: May 15
• Bids received: June 5 
• Start construction: July 2
Other factors:
• The building was reduced 

13,000 square feet to 217,000 
square feet. 

• Boiler added to geothermal 
heating system for coldest 
days of the winter.

• Sauders Construction’s cost 
estimate is $49.4 million at 
schematic design completion.

• The project team’s cost 
estimate is $47.8 million at 50 
percent design development 
completion. 

• Estimated costs for two raw 
water taps for irrigation is 
$300,000. 

• Annual water savings for 
switching from treated to raw 
water is $33,500 for 16 million 
gallons. 

The first phase of two phases of 
LPHS improvements includes the 
base contractor agreement, sta-
dium subcontract, and artificial 
turf subcontract.
• Design complete: Jan. 8
• Bids received: Jan. 24 
• Start construction: Mar. 26
The second phase includes field 
house, track, concession build-
ing, press box, lighting, roadway, 
and associated site utilities.
• Design complete: May 15
• Bids received: June 5 
• Start construction: July 2
Other factors:
• Sauders Construction’s cost 

estimate is $4.667 million at 
schematic design completion.

• The target budget is $4.45 
million

• Savings of $170,000 have been 
identified

Bonds raised $65,063,477 for both 
projects and expenses to date of 
$6,261,288 leaving $58,802,190 
remaining.(For more details see: 
www.lewispalmer.org/media/
E D o c s / L P S D_ B O E _ P r o g -
ress_Report_ for_ February07_
022707.pdf)

The board also authorized 
the superintendent and RLH 
Engineering to enter into nego-
tiations with Woodmoor Water 
and Sanitation District to develop 
a joint-use non-potable water sys-
tem at the new high school and 
Lewis-Palmer Middle School.

Other matters
• The board approved 

establishment of an audit 
committee to facilitate 
oversight of district funds. 
The committee will receive an 
annual charge from the board 
and will report to it.

• The board approved 
reallocation of several projects 
totaling $269,000 in the 2006-
07 capital reserve budget.

• The board voted to approve 
open/closed enrollment status 
of District 38 schools for the 
2007-08 school year, as follows: 
Lewis-Palmer High School, 

Grace Best Elementary, and 
Lewis-Palmer Elementary will 
be closed to new enrollment. 
Lewis-Palmer Middle School, 
Creekside Middle School, 
Prairie Winds Elementary, 
Palmer Lake Elementary, and 
Kilmer Elementary will be 
open at some grade levels. 
Final determinations will be 
made following processing 
of applications received 
during the “open enrollment 
window.”

• The board charged Dr. Keith 
Jacobus, Executive Director 
of Learning Services, with 
making a recommendation to 
the board on March 15, 2007, 
regarding the Monument 
Academy request to offer full-
day kindergarten.

• The board passed a resolution 
to petition the state Board 
of Education to maintain the 
district’s exclusive chartering 
authority. The percentage of 
students in the Lewis-Palmer 
School District attending 
Monument Academy is 10.9 
percent, which is above the 9.6 
percent required for automatic 
renewal of the Exclusive 
Chartering Authority.

• The board voted to approve 
revisions to open enrollment 
policies.

• Cheryl Wangeman, Chief 
Financial Officer, reviewed 
the calendar for budget 
development and discussed the 
Capital Reserve Fund, Bond 
Redemption Fund, Insurance 
Fund, and Nutrition Fund. 
She has developed a budgetary 
request form for anyone 
wishing to make a suggestion 
or request for the 2007-08 
school year. The forms are 
available in the Finance Office 
and must be returned to that 
office by March 7.

• Dr. Laura Douglas, 
Executive Director of Special 
Populations, reported on 
the English Language 
Learner (ELL) program, 
Special Education Programs 
and Services, Medicaid 
Reimbursement, 504 plans, 
RTI Implementation, and CDE 
Continuous Improvement 
Monitoring Process (CIMP). 
As the district grows, so 
does the number of students 
utilizing these programs.

• The Boundary Committee 
will review input received 
following three public events 
held to present boundary 

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes
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options to the community. Further 
study of options is being conducted, and 
additional public events will be held if 
any boundary scenarios are changed. 
(see proposed alternative boundary 
scenarios on page 30) 

• Ted Belteau, Executive Director of 
Personnel and Student Services, 
provided numbers of students who have 
applied for open enrollment within the 
district and numbers of nonresident 
requests for attendance for the 2007-08 
school year.

• Debbie Leasure reported on the 
upcoming annual school reports that 
will be given at District Accountability 
Advisory Committee meetings in March 
and April. 

• Blanch announced District 38 has 
received re-accreditation from CDE, 
including a commendation for the 
Options 38 program at LPHS.

• Over 700 people submitted nominations 
for a total of 100 different recommended 
names for the second high school. In 
accordance with board guidelines, the 

committee sorted and filtered names 
and presented the following suggestions 
for consideration (listed in alphabetical 
order): Lewis-Palmer North High 
School, Monument Hill High School, 
Palmer Divide High School, Tri-Lakes 
High School. Additional names worthy 
of consideration were Chautauqua High 
School, Henry Station High School, and 
William Crawford High School. The 
board plans to select a name for the 
second high school at the meeting on 
March 15.

• Ray E. Kilmer Elementary School 
students shared a taped video of one 
of their daily announcements and 
discussed their KCRY News program. 
Lewis-Palmer High School students 
presented videos they had produced.

• Rob Shearer, LPHS student body 
president, reported on recent and 
upcoming LPHS student activities. He 

noted that the College Board has rated 
LPHS as having one of the strongest 
Advanced Placement programs.

• Monument Academy President Laura 
Gipson thanked LPHS for the orientation 
set up for Monument Academy students 
who will transfer to LPHS next fall.

The board adjourned at 10:33 p.m. 
**********

The next regular meeting will be at 7 p.m. 
on March 15 in the Learning Center (base-
ment) of D-38 administration building 
(Big Red), at Second and Jefferson Streets. 
Meetings are normally held on the third 
Thursday of the month. 

The district’s Web site is at 
www.lewispalmer.org. The Monument 
Academy Web site is at www.monument
academy.net. 

Meeting highlights from the district’s 
Web site were used in preparing this ar-
ticle. 

Childrens Choice
www.childrenschoice.us

Your neighborhood child development specialists in 
historic downtown Monument since 1993.

We are proud to announce that as a part of our continuing commitment 
to quality, we have recently partnered with the Colorado Merit Program 
and Qualistar of Colorado. Our goal is to be even better than ever in 
our service to all children ages 12 months to 12 years.

• Longtime, highly qualified teaching 
staff certified in CPR & 1st Aid

• Developmentally appropriate 
programs for all children 
12 months to 12 years

• Committed to a multi-cultural,
anti-biased philosophy

• Hot lunch and snacks prepared in 
our kitchen - kid friendly and 
nutritious menus

• 1⁄2 day and full day preschool

• Before & after school programs
• Transportation to & from most 

District 38 elementary schools
• Kindergarten readiness skills
• Homework assistance
• Summer camp
• Vacation camps
• Programs during elementary 

school closures
• Open year round with 

year round enrollment

Please drop in or phone for a tour.
We would love to show you our school!

77 Third Street · 488-0884
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 - 6:30
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Paid Advertisement

27 Tips to Drive Up the
Sale Price of Your Home

MONUMENT - Because your
home may well be your largest
asset, selling it is probably one of
the most important decisions you
will make in your life. And, once
you have made that decision,
you’ll want to sell your home for
the highest price in the shortest
time possible without compro-
mising your sanity. Before you
place your home on the market,
here’s a way to help you to be as
prepared as possible.
To assist home sellers, a new

industry report has just been re-
leased called 27 Valuable Tips
That You Should Know to Get
Your Home Sold Fast and for
Top Dollar. It tackles the impor-
tant issues you need to know to
make your home competitive in
today’s tough, aggressive mar-
ketplace.
Through these 27 tips you

will discover how to protect and

capitalize on your investment,
reduce stress, be in control of
your situation, and make the
most profit possible.
In this report you’ll discover

how to avoid financial disap-
pointment or worse, a financial
disaster when selling your home.
Using a common-sense approach,
you get the straight facts about
what can make or break the sale
of your home.
You owe it to yourself to

learn how these important tips
will give you the competitive
edge to get your home sold fast
and for the most amount of
money.
Order your free report today

by visiting:
www.TipsForTopDollar.com

Or hear a brief recorded message
about how to order this report,
call:
1-800-607-0359 ID # 3023

This report is courtesy of Barb Schlinker, Parker St. Claire Realty Company.
Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. © Copyright 2007

Above: At School board meeting Feb. 15, Kilmer Elementary School 5th grader 
Rachel Braaten and her news teacher Sharon Gedack describe the operations of 
the school’s KCRY television programs.  Braaten is a news anchor for the morning 
news show that gives students announcements, weather, and information at the 
start of their day.  Photo by Jim Kendrick



Page 30 Vol. 7 No. 3Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 31Sat., March 3, 2007

Proposed secondary school boundary alternatives
The four proposed high school/middle 
school boundary scenarios presented at 
D-38 public meetings in February are 
shown on the right. The D-38 Boundary 
Committee will review the public input 
provided and present their conclusions 
to the school board. The decision by the 
board is expected in May. In each case, 
the boundaries for Lewis-Palmer High 
School match the boundaries for Creek-
side Middle School and the boundaries 
for the second high school match the 
boundaries for Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School. Below are the attributes and de-
ficiencies presented for each scenario.
Additional information is posted 
www.lewispalmer.org. On the home 
page click on current initiatives button.

Blue Scenario

Attributes
• Balances enrollment between the 

schools in 2010 when each school 
serves all four grades.

• Applies major highways/roadways 
as boundaries

• Keeps neighborhoods intact
Deficiencies
• Splits 3 elementary feeder schools
• Most costly for busing

Brown Scenario

Attributes
• Splits one feeder school (Grace Best 

Elementary)
• HS #2’s boundary is compact/

efficient to serve
• Applies major highways/roadways 

as boundaries
Deficiencies
• Less reduction to overcrowding at 

LPHS
• Overcrowds Creekside Middle 

School

Green Scenario

Attributes
• One of the two best for reducing 

busing cost
• Equitable enrollment split for 

secondary schools
• Generally applies major highways/

roadways as boundaries
• Equalizes travel distances for all 

students
Deficiencies
• Splits 2 elementary feeder schools 

(Grace Best Elementary and Prairie 
Winds Elementary)

• Unbalanced elementary school 
enrollment at Grace Best 
Elementary

Orange Scenario

Attributes
• One of the two best for reducing 

busing cost
• Uses major highways as boundaries 
• Better build-out enrollment for high 

schools
Deficiencies
• Splits 2 elementary feeder schools 

(Grace Best Elementary and Prairie 
Winds 

• Overcrowds Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School in the early years

• Adds travel time for southwest area 
commuters
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El Paso County Planning Commission, Feb. 6 and 20

Knollwood Village filing approved
By Steve Sery

The Planning Commission met twice in February again as 
it continues to try a new schedule that reduces the amount 
of time between meetings so there is not as much pressure 
to get items on the agenda. The commission hopes this will 
produce more complete proposals with all the necessary 
backup, agency reports and comments from the public. 

After the first two months of the six-month trial peri-
od, results are mixed. There are fewer items on the agenda 
so the commissioners are able to more thoroughly review 
them. But the commissioners still seem to be solving is-

sues at the meeting that should have been solved before 
the meeting. 

One item on the agenda involves northern El Paso 
County. It was on the consent calendar—nobody wanted a 
full hearing—so it was approved unanimously.

This was a request for approval of Knollwood Vil-
lage Filing 1, Minor Subdivision, a two-lot commercial 
subdivision on the northeast corner of Highway 105 and 
Knollwood Drive. This parcel is the commercial part of 
a subdivision that was split-zoned in 2005, with 4.6 acres 
zoned Planned Business Park (PBP) and 21.3 acres zoned 

Rural Residential-3 (RR-3). This action created two lots 
in the PBP zone and one RR-3 tract. Several restrictive 
requirements in the covenants pertain to hours of opera-
tion and specific allowed commercial and retail uses. For 
example, no fast-food restaurants are permitted. 

The next meetings will be March 6 and 20. 
The agendas will be posted on the county web site 
www.elpasoco.com (click on planning committees and 
boards under the agenda tab).

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PREQUALIFICATION STATEMENTS
FOR SUBCONTRACT BIDDERS

Lewis-Palmer High School #2
Saunders Construction, Inc., acting as Con-

struction Manager/General Contractor (CM/GC)
for Lewis-Palmer School District 38, is requesting
interested subcontractors and material vendors to
submit prequalification information for considera-
tion to bid on the new Lewis-Palmer High School
#2 in Monument, Colorado. Prequalification state-
ments will be received at the office of Saunders
Construction, 6950 S. Jordan Road, Centennial,
CO 80112, until March 16, 2007 at 2:00 P.M. This
information will be reviewed by Saunders person-
nel, and those subcontractors and vendors deemed
to be qualified for this project will be recom-
mended to the Owner for Invitation to Bid on the
Project.

The Project work includes site grading and
utilities, site concrete, asphalt parking lots, land-
scaping, ball fields, fencing, concrete foundations,
structural steel framing, metal stud and drywall
exterior and interior walls, precast, masonry, glass
storefront and punch widows, EPDM roofing,
millwork, interior finishes, fire sprinklers, plumb-
ing systems, (geo-thermal) HVAC systems, and
electrical systems. The construction cost of the
Project is anticipated to be approximately
$42,000,000. The Project Architect is H+L Archi-
tecture, Denver, CO. Construction is expected to
begin in the Spring of 2007 and be completed in
the Summer of 2008.

The prequalification statement shall include a
fully executed AIA A-305 form, along with refer-
ences and relevant past experience, availability of
personnel, and any other similar information. Ma-
terial submitted will be analyzed on the basis of
past experience, references, financial capacity,
available personnel, and other considerations. All
information submitted will be retained by Saun-
ders. The Owner and the CM/GC reserve the right
to waive any informalities or irregularities, and to
reject any and all prequalification submittals.

The prequalification package shall be submit-
ted in a sealed envelope, marked plainly with the
name and address of the subcontractor or vendor
and the Project title, and sent to the following ad-
dressee: Laura Wilburn at Saunders Construction,
Inc., at 6950 S. Jordan Road, Centennial, CO
80112 (or P.O. Box 3908, Englewood, CO
80155), telephone 303-617-6519. Only one copy
is required.

Direct any administrative questions to Cynthia
Nodich at Saunders Construction, Inc., 6950 S.
Jordan Road, Centennial, CO 80112, telephone
303-617-6514, facsimile 303-269-8340.

No site inspection or pre-proposal conference
is planned for this Project. Neither the Owner,
H+L Architecture, nor Saunders Construction,
Inc. assumes any responsibility for submission of
any prequalification package.

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR PREQUALIFICATION STATEMENTS
FOR SUBCONTRACT BIDDERS

Lewis-Palmer High School District Stadium Remodel

Saunders Construction, Inc., acting as Construction
Manager/General Contractor (CM/GC) for Lewis-
Palmer School District 38, is requesting interested sub-
contractors and material vendors to submit prequalifi-
cation information for consideration to bid on the new
Lewis-Palmer High School District Stadium Remodel
in Monument, Colorado. Prequalification statements
will be received at the office of Saunders Construction,
6950 S. Jordan Road, Centennial, CO 80112, until
March 9, 2007 at 2:00 P.M. This information will be
reviewed by Saunders personnel, and those subcontrac-
tors and vendors deemed to be qualified for this project
will be recommended to the Owner for Invitation to Bid
on the Project.

The Project work includes a 6,000 sq. ft. Field
House, 2,660 sq. ft. concession stand and restrooms,
site grading and utilities, site concrete, on-site road
work, landscaping, fencing, concrete foundations,
structural steel framing, metal stud and drywall interior
walls, masonry, punch windows, EPDM roofing,,
interior finishes, fire sprinklers, plumbing systems,
HVAC systems, and electrical systems. The
construction cost of the Project is anticipated to be
approximately $4,300,000. The Project Architect is
H+L Architecture, Denver, CO. Construction is
expected to begin in the Spring of 2007 and be
completed in August 2007.

The prequalification statement shall include a fully
executed AIA A-305 form, along with references and
relevant past experience, availability of personnel, and
any other similar information. Material submitted will
be analyzed on the basis of past experience, references,
financial capacity, available personnel, and other con-
siderations. All information submitted will be retained
by Saunders. The Owner and the CM/GC reserve the
right to waive any informalities or irregularities, and to
reject any and all prequalification submittals.

The prequalification package shall be submitted in
a sealed envelope, marked plainly with the name and
address of the subcontractor or vendor and the Project
title, and sent to the following addressee: Laura
Wilburn at Saunders Construction, Inc., at 6950 S.
Jordan Road, Centennial, CO 80112 (or P.O. Box 3908,
Englewood, CO 80155), telephone 303-617-6519. Only
one copy is required.

Direct any administrative questions to Cynthia
Nodich at Saunders Construction, Inc., 6950 S. Jordan
Road, Centennial, CO 80112, telephone 303-617-6514,
facsimile 303-269-8340.

No site inspection or pre-proposal conference is
planned for this Project. Neither the Owner, H+L
Architecture, nor Saunders Construction, Inc. assumes
any responsibility for submission of any prequalifica-
tion package.

Ellis Construction
Insured—References

One Call Does All:
• Carpentry
• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Tile
• Hardwood

flooring
• Cabinets
• Siding
...and more

719-460-8125
Licensed & insured for 

your protection

Integrative Massage Solutions
Kolleen Conley, MA, LMT, CNMT

(719) 271-8739
236 N. Washington (Chapala North)

Deep Tissue, Swedish, and Rehab Massage

Better
than
a
pot
of
gold...

How the adolescent brain works

A presentation about the adolescent brain
with practical ideas on how to

help adolescents maximize learning and
studying.

March 21, 2007
7- 8 PM

District 38 Learning Center

Presented by
Dr. Keith Jacobus

Executive Director of Learning Services
Lewis-Palmer School District #38

Shari Blake Pet Services
Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593
CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY
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Woodmoor Improvement Association Annual General Meeting, Jan. 29

Benny Nasser wins Vincent J. Elorie Award
By Chris Pollard

About 80 residents attended this 
year’s annual general meeting 
and a record 800 had returned 
proxies. Hans Post, WIA presi-
dent, announced the winner 
of the Vince Elorie award for 
outstanding citizenship. Vince 
Elorie was a former Woodmoor 
Public Safety employee who was 
very community-minded and a 
“people person.” 

This year’s winner is Benny 
Nasser. Post said he has known 
Nasser for more than 13 years and 
that he is one of the most involved 
individuals in the community. He 
served first as secretary of the 

WIA Board, then as director of 
Forestry and Common Areas. 
After serving on the Board, he 
continued to serve Woodmoor 
as a tree monitor for seven years. 
Nasser has also worked with the 
Sierra Club in several of their 
conservation efforts in the west-
ern United States. 

Nasser has mentored stu-
dents at Lewis-Palmer Middle 
School and volunteers to instruct 
students from the Colorado 
School for the Deaf and the Blind 
in golf. He is also actively in-
volved in many of the Monument 
Hill Sertoma Club projects. 

Nasser also is a director of 

the Woodmoor Water and Sanita-
tion District, helping to provide 
safe drinking water to almost 
10,000 residents while ensuring 
the administrative requirements 
of the district are handled prop-
erly. He currently serves as the 
district’s representative to the 
Joint Use Committee overseeing 
the management of the jointly 
owned Tri-Lakes Wastewater 
Treatment Plant helping to coor-
dinate the close working relation-
ship among the three separate 
governmental agencies as well as 
the safe and efficient operation of 
the plant. 

A quiet year for legal issues: 
Lenard Rioth, WIA’s attorney, 
complimented the work of the 
board and the many volunteers 
for a relatively quiet year for 
covenant and legal issues. This 
had been largely due to the ear-
lier implementation of a “3C’s” 
program, which involves:
• Communication — the need 

to communicate with residents 
about issues.

• Consistency — everybody has 
an opportunity to be fairly 
treated.

• Cooperation instead of court 
— trying to find an acceptable 
solution without legal action.

There was only one major court 
action during the year, and this 
was decided in the WIA’s favor 
with the judge awarding court 
costs covering all the associa-
tion’s legal fees. 
WIA income increases

Betty Hutchinson presented 
a brief overview of the WIA’s 
financial situation. The WIA 
had found an error in resident 
assessment billings. Previously, 
some had been billed per owner 

rather than per lot. This re-
sulted in 100 lots that were not 
being charged. This change 
plus late fees and a high level 
of voluntary contributions for 
the vacation check program 
helped increase income over 
the past year. Income from 
the use of the Woodmoor Barn 
was also higher than expected. 
Expenses included a $1,600 
contribution to El Paso County 
for stop signs in South Wood-
moor.

Another expanded source 
of income was through the 
use of a Certificate of Deposit 
Account Registry Service 
(CEDARS) program in which 
the bulk of the association’s 
cash balance could be depos-
ited at higher rates of interest. 
This resulted in a gain of about 
$18,000.

This meant that the WIA 
was fully able to fund its re-
serves and, with the decision 
to not replace one Woodmoor 
Public Safety employee and 
delay the purchase of an ad-
ditional WPS vehicle, was able 
to produce a budget for 2007 
that did not require a dues 
increase.

Pine beetle 
problems ease

Jim Woodman noted that the 
past year had seen a 50 percent 
reduction in the number of lots 
with live pine beetle infestations. 
In 2005, 110 lots with infesta-
tions were counted, and this had 
reduced to 50. There was also a 
significant reduction in the num-
ber of infected trees per lot, many 
with three to six infected trees 
and some with only one. 

This had been helped by a 
successful fuels-reduction pro-
gram, with 51 resident projects 
and six Common Area thinning 
projects, covering 20 acres, all 
assisted by a $45,000 cost-shar-
ing grant program. 

Another successful program 
was the creation of a Forest Stew-
ardship and Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan. A total of 16 
people were involved in putting 
together the plan, which is one 
of the first in the state. This plan 
identified several areas that are 
classified as extremely hazardous 
for wildfires. In 2007 and future 
years, the newly formed Firewise 
committee will work with resi-
dents in those areas to reduce the 
fuels hazard. 

There were also plans to 
create fuel breaks in a couple of 
areas where multiple house burns 
were a possibility.
Residents’ question-and-

answer session

Q What is being done with Inn at 
Woodmoor? Is it going to stay 
an eyesore?

A Directors believe that it has 
been sold but will work with 
the owners to remedy the 
problems.

Q What is the status of the traf-
fic signals at Highway 105 and 
Knollwood?

A There is a dispute between 
the Colorado Department of 
Transportation and Mountain 
View Electric Association over 
the easements in that area.

Q What does the Forestry direc-
tor do to inform people living 
next to common areas when 
there is a fuels-reduction pro-
gram planned?

A Every homeowner is con-
tacted, in many cases in per-
son. Property boundaries are 
confirmed and lot corners are 
flagged. Some homeowners 
have initially objected but 
when educated about the prob-
lem have acquiesced and in 
most cases have been pleased 
with the final results. There 
is some flexibility if there are 
particular concerns. In the 
area around Twin Ponds, ho-
meowners will be invited to 
a meeting with the Forestry 
volunteers and representatives 
from the local fire department 
to decide on a course of action 
for fuels reduction.
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Collaborative Mental Health and 
Wellness Services

Counseling:
• Child, Adolescent, and Adult Psychotherapy
• Family Therapy, Couples Counseling and Group Therapy

Parent/Family Education:
• Interactive, child-friendly workshops for families in all 

developmental phases. 

Five Essence Acupuncture:  209-4232
Deahna’s Grove Massage:  210-7376
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244 Washington, Monument, CO
719•487•1208
tlcforfamilies.com

Please call for schedules and appointments

Rebecca 
Albright

MSW, LCSW

Cheryl 
Scharp

BAed,Mstrs 
Lvl Cnslr

Diane E. 
Craft 

LPC, CAC III

Jennifer
Farmer

Dipl. Lic. Ac.

Deahna 
Brown 

LMT, CYT

Victoria
Fleischmann

MA, LPC

We've all heard it a thousand times, 
"Mom, what's for dinner?" 

At What About Dinner?, we have the answer! 

What About Dinner? is a convenient way to feed your family 
healthy, home-cooked meals, saving you time and money. 
We do the grocery shopping and prepare all of the fresh 
ingredients for you. Come to our kitchen and assemble 12 
ready-to-freeze entrees, ready to take home, in less than 
two hours. Check our website for 
session times and more information:  

www.WhatAboutDinner.com
481 Highway 105 #208, Monument 
Behind Taco Bell  719-488-8233

GET 12 MEALS FOR THE PRICE OF 10!*

�Must sign up for a session. 
Offer good through 3/31/07.

Above: Benny Nasser (L) receives Vincent J. Elorie award 
from WIA President Hans Post, Jan. 29. 
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Woodmoor Improvement Association, Feb. 15

New board members installed
By Chris Pollard

The new board positions are as follows: 
president, Hans Post; vice president, Bill 
Walters; secretary, George McFadden (pre-
viously Covenant Control); treasurer,Terry 
Holmes (previously secretary); Architec-
tural Control, Elizabeth Miller; Common 
Areas, Gary Marner (new); Covenant 
Control, Stephen Malfatti (new); Forestry, 
Amy Smith (new); Public Safety, Brian 
Osterholt.

‘Owner of record’ 
meaning discussed

At a previous meeting, Terry Holmes, 
treasurer, had been asked to research the 
issues associated with changing the rules 
regarding resident eligibility for direc-
tor positions. Currently, to be eligible, 
candidates must be an “owner of record,” 
generally meaning that they are listed as 
the owner of the property in the El Paso 
County records. Prior to the recent elec-
tion, a resident who was the spouse of an 
owner of record had expressed an interest 
in running. 

Holmes said it would be good for legal 
spouses to be able to run for office and 
maybe this could be covered by a legal 
assignment or power of attorney. It would 
probably have to be stated that the spouse 
must live in Woodmoor, unlike the current 
system where the owner of record does not 
have to be a resident to run. 

Holmes said it also might be reason-
able to extend this further to allow chil-
dren or even tenants to run for office. The 
power of attorney would need to be clear 
on keeping one vote per lot. He suggested 
that perhaps the power of attorney would 
need to be valid for a director’s term. Other 
directors raised concern about some of the 
possible ramifications of this change and 

what could happen if the power of attorney 
were revoked. After some further discus-
sion, President Hans Post asked that more 
research be done.

Strategic plan and 
goal implementation

Post gave a brief overview of WIA’s strate-
gic plan and goals for 2007. Communica-
tion with residents remains a high priority, 
he said. The WIA newsletter was success-
fully revamped in 2006, but he said more 
needs to be done to establish rapport with 
the residents.

Activities within the community are 
currently being planned with the “Great 
American Cleanup” set for early May and 
a community flea market around the same 
time, Post said.

He added that communication with 
School District 38 is also a top priority 
for safety issues at the old high school and 
planning for the new high school. 

More attention will be paid to improv-
ing the common areas, and funds have 
been set aside for improving trails and 
ponds, Post said.

Fire education
Amy Smith, director of Forestry, said she 
will be working with local fire departments 
to organize an educational event May 5 to 
promote the Community Firewise pro-
gram. She said she hoped to have some fire 
department equipment on display to make 
it of interest to children. 

Smith added she wants to start a 
wood-chipping program and might also 
try to reactivate the seedling distribution 
program.
Commercial vehicles definition 

discussed
George McFadden, the outgoing director 

of Covenant Control, and his replacement, 
Stephen Malfatti, brought up the issue of 
how to define a “commercial vehicle” for 
covenant enforcement. The current rules 
are defined in terms of a certain size of 
pickup truck. Anything more than a three-
quarter-ton vehicle was felt to be a com-
mercial vehicle but as pickups have grown 
in size, the dividing line is not so clear. El 
Paso County does not now differentiate 
between pickups until they reach 16,000 
pounds, so there is no clear dividing line. 
The two were asked to continue research 
on this issue.
Covenant violation fee schedule
Malfatti said in reviewing rules for setting 
violation fees, he noted that they called for 
repeat fines to escalate and in some cases 
double. He found that the current schedule 
does not reflect this. He also said he had 
found a number of instances of suspended 
fines, in which the fine would be payable 
when the same offense was proven again. 
He said he was interested in standardizing 
the fines. Other board members said that 
each situation was different, and they 
were concerned about a straight doubling 
of fines. Malfatti was asked to further re-
search his proposal. 

Discussion of staff reports
Bill Walters, vice president, said he would 
like to see a brief summary from Ca-
milla Mottl, executive director, and Kevin 
Nielsen, chief of Public Safety, of what 

happened during the previous month. Not 
all directors were aware of the day-to-day 
activities, and it would be useful to have 
any highlights presented at the meeting, 
Walters said. 

Date of monthly meeting
The board agreed to change the date of 
the meeting to the fourth Monday of the 
month, with the next one scheduled for 7 
p.m. March 26 at the WIA Barn. 

� Children & Adult Eye Exams 
� Laser Vision Consultant 
� Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses 

We Match Faces We Match Faces We Match Faces We Match Faces  
and Frames!and Frames!and Frames!and Frames! 

Dr. William Dr. William Dr. William Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D.Hallmark, O.D.Hallmark, O.D.Hallmark, O.D. Authorized Oakley Dealer 

Santa Fe Trails 
own Rebecca 
Robidoux, 3rd 
grader at Grace 
Best Elementary, 
animal lover, 
reading and  
writing  
enthusiast, and 
avid swimmer 
and soccer 
player is frame-
styled to suit her 
active lifestyle! 

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF$40 OFF
Comprehensive Eye Exam
Must present coupon when service is provided.

May exclude some insurance plans.  
Good through 4/30/07.

488-9595
In Monument

Behind Taco Bell

www.premiervision.comwww.premiervision.comwww.premiervision.comwww.premiervision.com 

488-9203
3rd & Washington 

Downtown Monument

www.expectationssalon.com 

ONE WEEK ONLY�MARCH 26-31
SPRING BREAK EXTRAVAGANZA!

� 10% OFF Any Service 
� 10-40% OFF Any Product 
� Many New Items 
� Daily In-Salon Specials 

$275 worth of giveaways�
Spa manicure, spa pedicure, hour massage, hair 
cut & style, makeup class, and a hot stone facial.

All phases of 
remodeling including:
• Unfinished space

• Outdated/ugly/boring

• Lifestyle changes - ADA/family additions/in-laws/guest space

• Cracks/holes/damages

• Decks/gazebos/patios/garages

• Windows/doors/casework/custom furniture

NOTICE:
Top quality, custom work only!
Projects designed by Master 

Craftsman specifically to 
meet your needs!

Call Today for a 
FREE estimate!

719-338-9913
 Let’s discuss your needs!

www.hjbuildersinc.com
30+ years of experience.  Licensed and Insured.
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YTM*

Yield to 
Maturity 

due 
2/15/2016

Notes by HCA, Inc.

What interest rate do you earn?
• Rated B- by Standard and Poor’s
• Semi-Annual Interest
• Non-Callable

*Yield effective as of 2/20/2007, subject to availability and price change.
Yield and market value will fluctuate if sold prior to maturity
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February Weather Wrap
By Bill Kappel

Temperature and precipitation came back to average lev-
els after a cold and snowy January. Temperatures ranged 
from well below zero to the upper 50s, a typical range for 
the month, and 15-20 inches of new snow fell, adding to 
the well-above-average numbers so far this season. 

The first week of February was one of contrasts. 
We started off very cold as a glancing blow of Arctic air 
brushed by on the 1st and 2nd, then a mild region of air 
moved in under a ridge of high pressure by the end of the 
weekend. High temperatures on the 1st and 2nd held in 
the teens with overnight lows well below zero, dipping to 
15-25 degrees below zero on the morning of the 2nd. This 
cold air mass quickly moved off to the east on Saturday 

the 3rd, being replaced by a warm, dry air mass moving 
in out of the Desert Southwest. Highs on Sunday jumped 
into the 40s; with low to mid 50s by Monday and Tues-
day — quite a change in temperatures over a couple of 
days. And of course temperatures would have been much 
warmer had we not had the deep snow pack still covering 
the ground and knocking 5-10 degrees off the afternoon 
highs. 

Our “January thaw” arrived in February this year. 
Temperatures warmed from the 40s all the way to the 50s 
from the 4th through the 8th, then back to seasonal levels 
for the 9th, 10th, and 11th. These mild conditions, along 
with plenty of sunshine, allowed a good portion of the 
substantial snow pack to melt away as well. 

Wintry weather made a return appearance during the 
week of Feb. 12th, with the first in a series of weak frontal 
passages occurring late in the day on the 12th. Cool air 
with low clouds, fog, and light snow stuck around for the 
next several days. Highs stayed in the 20s with overnight 
lows in the single digits above and below zero through 
Thursday, with 1-3 inches of snow accumulating. Winds 
then kicked up early Friday, gusting as high as 60 mph 
on the west side of I-25 in the morning and early after-
noon. Temperatures rose overnight as the winds and a 
brief shot of mild air pushed temperatures back into the 
upper 30s and low 40s. However, this was short-lived as 
a strong front blasted through the region during the mid-
afternoon. Snow soon developed behind this cold front, 
and by the next morning, 4-6 inches of fresh snow had 
accumulated. This was a welcomed snowfall for most, as 
it served to “freshen” the old snow pack. Sunday the 18th 
turned out to be a mild, breezy day with several bouts of 
mountain wave clouds.

After a quiet start to the third week of the month, 
a quick but powerful storm developed late on the 23rd. 
This storm just missed us, as we were right on the western 
edge of the precipitation. Winds howled with this storm, 
gusting to over 50 mph at times early on the 24th. This 
combined with 2-6 inches of snow to cause blizzard con-
ditions during the morning and shutting down all travel 
through eastern Colorado during the day. The sun quickly 
returned, and temperatures returned to seasonal levels in 
the 30s and 40s. Breezy conditions stuck around on the 
25th and 26th and made things feel a little cooler and 
caused areas of blowing snow over the exposed areas. 

Tuesday the 27th saw a brief return to mild weather, and 
then another storm moved into the region on the last day 
of the month. 

At the end of the month there were still 1-2 feet of 
snow in most areas in the trees. Even more beneficial is 
the fact that this snow pack still contains 3-4 inches of 
water waiting to be released to the ground as it melts. Our 
plants are going to love that come spring! 

A look ahead
March is known for a wide range of weather conditions in 
the Tri-Lakes region. We can see 70-degree temperatures 
one afternoon and blizzard conditions the next. Many of 
us remember the blizzard of March 2003, when we re-
ceived 30-50 inches of snow that shut down the region. 
Then March 2004 was mild and dry, while March 2005 
was snowy again, and last year was seasonal. Kind of 
makes you wonder what we’ll see this year. 

The official monthly forecast for March 2007, 
produced by the Climate Prediction Center (http://
www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/), is 
calling for equal chances of above or below normal tem-
peratures and better than average chances of above nor-
mal precipitation. For a complete look at monthly climate 
summaries for the Tri-Lakes region, please visit http:
//users.adelphia.net/~billkappel/ClimateSummary.htm.

February 2007 Weather Statistics
Average High    36.3° (-2.5)
Average Low    12.7° (+0.0)
Highest Temperature  55° on the 6th 
Lowest Temperature  -16° on the 2nd 
Monthly Precipitation  1.05” (+0.33)
Monthly Snowfall  18.4” (+6.2)
Season to Date Snow   150.0” (+74.3)
Season to Date Precipitation: 23.67” (+10.60)

For more detailed weather information and Cli-
matology of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, 
please visit Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at http:
//users.adelphia.net/~billkappel/Weather.htm. 

Remember, weather affects all of us every day and is 
a very important part of life for us in the Tri-Lakes region, 
and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique weather 
event or have a weather question, please contact us at 
our_community_news@hotmail.com.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.

P.O. Box 1227 • 366 Second Street Suite C • Monument CO 80132

719/488-8306
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St. Peter Catholic School 
124 First Street, Monument, Colorado 80132 

Preschool through Fourth Grade 

 Our school offers:
  All day & Half day Preschool & Kindergarten 

Small Classes 
 Certified Teachers 

State Licensed 
    Challenging Curriculum 
Faith-filled Environment  

 Scholarships Available 

Registration is NOW
Enroll now for the 2007/2008 school year 

Limited class size 
Preschool &  Grades K-4 

Call or visit to enroll 
  Peggy McFarland   Fr. Bob Jaeger 
  School Director   Pastor 

719-481-1855 
www.petertherock.org 

St. Peter Catholic School provides a safe and secure environment  
where children can discover their world around them.   

Our primary goal is to �teach as Jesus did� by work and example. 

St. Peter Pride 
In CHRIST 

Honesty 

Chara
cte

r Respect

Truth

Service 

Integrity

AAAAloftloftloftloft GGGGaragearagearagearage SSSStoragetoragetoragetorage SSSSystemsystemsystemsystems

Overhead Garage Storage Rack System 

Utilize Valuable Storage Space & Get Your 
Car Back Into the Garage Where it Belongs! 

Call Now for a Free Consultation 
719-650-0504

AloftGarage@MonsterRax.com

Special Introductory Pricing 
4� x 8� - $249 or 3� x 8� - $228 

Lowest Price Guarantee 
Professional Installation  

Do-It-Yourself Kits Available 

AAAAloft loft loft loft GGGGaragearagearagearage SSSStorage torage torage torage SSSSystemsystemsystemsystems 

Call Now for a Free Consultation! 
719-650-0504 

AloftGarage@MonsterRax.com 

AAAAloft loft loft loft GGGGaragearagearagearage SSSStorage torage torage torage SSSSystemsystemsystemsystems 

Get Your Car Back in the Garage! 
719-650-0504 

AloftGarage@MonsterRax.com 

Screen Repair
Windows and Screen 

Doors.  We come to you! 
                 Screen Door Special $39!

 Kurt 360-9559

TREE MAN
Fire Prevention—Tree Care

• Brush and dead or 
live tree removal

• Chipping

• Tree trimming
• Gutter cleaning
• Land clearing

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Call 

Voice 
Studio 

 All Ages • All Levels • All Styles 

Vanessa 
at 

719-209-6707 
( Located in Tri-Lakes & Briargate ) 

Rock, Pop, Country, Worship, 

R&B, Folk, Musical Theater 

 Private Lessons / Group Lessons 
Audition / Performance Coach 

Trained at 
Berklee College of Music in Boston 

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines

Our Community News welcomes letters to the edi-
tor on topics of general interest. The OCN editorial 
board has established a policy that we do not know-
ingly print letters that have appeared in substantially 
the same form elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to 
the editor and include your full name, home address, 
and day and evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 
words is recommended. Letters may be edited for 
length, grammar, and accuracy. Send your letter 
to editor@ourcommunitynews.org or mail to Our 
Community News, P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colo-
rado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you 
send your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail 
acknowldegement. If you do not receive an acknowl-
edgement, please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to 
confirm that we have received your letter.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to 
Our Community should not be interpreted as the 
view of OCN even when the letter writer is a re-
porter for OCN.

Town making Monu-mental mistakes
It’s not the development that concerns me. It’s the 
way the Town of Monument is going about it. After 
reading the articles in the Feb. 3 issue of Our Com-
munity News, I believe the town is out of control. 

The town recently annexed land from El Paso 
County to build Promontory Pointe, Home Place 
Ranch, Sanctuary Pointe, and Monument Ridge, 

among others. The county requires less-dense hous-
ing and a 300-year supply of water for new homes. 
The town allows dense cluster homes to be built 5 
feet from side property lines and only requires 100 
years of water supply. 

The town now wants to annex Baptist Road 
to get around various rules and requirements of El 
Paso County, once again. If the town gets its way 
this time, people will die in horrific traffic accidents. 
The town seems content to allow developers to rule 
the day. One only has to look at the proposed Baptist 
Road right-in, right-out intersection proposed for 
the new Monument Ridge development, opposite 
the current right-in, right-out access to the King 
Soopers parking lot. 

It seems any time the town wants to get around 
the road safety, sensible zoning, and water require-
ments of the county, the Board of Trustees annexes 
the land so it can do anything it wants. Well, enough 
is enough. 

The town is out of control and the good resi-
dents and voters of Monument need to start realizing 
something’s amiss. 

The El Paso County Commissioners know 
what’s going on 
but don’t seem to 
care. To them, it’s 
less land they have 
to worry about, but 
that approach is 
wrong. 
Bill Carroll

(719) 487-9955  
info@ColoradoCustomBlinds.net

Featuring Professional In-Home Design ServicesFeaturing Professional In-Home Design Services

Get Plugged into your community

Get Plugged into your community

Join MVEA�s
Operation Round-Up

Round-
Up your
Mountain
View Electric
Association�s bill
to the next dollar
to support the organi-
zations, schools, commu-
nity projects and folks with
emergencies in your neighbor-
hood. The average contribution
is about $6 per year - the price of
a fast food meal. But your 50¢ a
month can make a BIG change in your 
community.

To join your neighbors in supporting this
great organization, call either MVEA office at
719-775-2861 or 719-495-2283. 

Small change can make a Big difference.

719-481-0250 125 2nd St.

Jewelry offers each of 
us our own expression 

of who we are.

Infinity by
Darlene Armstrong 
Colorado Artist

Historic Downtown Monument

ANIMAL MOVERS

L A R R Y & J A N I E H O W A R D
( 7 1 9 ) 4 8 1 - 9 8 5 2

B R O O K E W O O D
D E V E L O P M E N T C O R P .
B u i l d e r o f f i n e c u s t o m h o m e s
Living and working in the area for 14 years
M o d e l s a v a i l a b l e

��� ������� ���� ���������������� ������� ������������������

Complete service
comes to you!

(719) 650-3590
eric@turbosrv.com

Eric VanDenHoek
Owner

Rangewood Orthodontics
719-596-3113

        15435 Gleneagle #200
7560 Rangewood #200

                         DAYLE HARTGERINK
                        DDS, MS (Dr “H”)

Board Certified Orthodontist
               www.rangewoodorthodontics.com

Rangewood Orthodontics
719-596-3113

        15435 Gleneagle #200
7560 Rangewood #200

                         DAYLE HARTGERINK
                        DDS, MS (Dr “H”)

Board Certified Orthodontist
               www.rangewoodorthodontics.com
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Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Gripping Nonfiction for the Last 
(We hope) Cold Winter Month

By the Staff at Covered Treasures 
Winter has held us tightly in its grip this season. Spring is 
surely just around the corner but, as we all know, spring-
time in the Rockies may not mean an end to winterlike 
weather. Here are some fascinating nonfiction reads to 
take you through the last snows of the year. 

Born on a Blue Day
By Daniel Tammet, $24
Daniel Tammet has savant syndrome, an extremely rare 
condition that gives him nearly unimaginable mental abili-
ties. Daniel "sees" numbers as shapes, colors and textures. 
He is compulsive and obsessive; however, unlike most sa-
vants, he is able to live a totally independent life. This is a 
fascinating look at the mystery of the human brain.

The Worst Hard Time
By Timothy Egan, $14.95
This National Book Award Winner is a "can’t put down" 
book about the survivors of the Great American Dust 
Bowl. Egan delves deep into the environmental and emo-
tional disasters of the "dirty thirties." The classic, Grapes 
of Wrath, by John Steinbeck gave a voice to the people 
who fled the Dust Bowl. This account tells the story of 
those who stayed and endured.

Three Cups of Tea
By Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin, $15
The title of the book refers to the practice of doing busi-
ness in Pakistan and Afghanistan: The first cup of tea 

shared, one meets a stranger; the second cup of tea shared, 
you become a friend; and in sharing the third cup of tea, 
you join the family. Mortenson, an avid mountaineer, 
failed in his attempt to reach the summit of K-2 and, while 
resting in Pakistan, fell in love with the people and their 
kindness. He promised the villagers he would return to 
build a school. Over the next decade of his life he built 
not one but 55 schools, many for girls. Like another book, 
Leaving Microsoft to Save the World, by John Wood, the 
reader comes away with a strong desire to help, and an af-
firmation of the good that can be found in the world. 

The Big Oyster: History on the Half Shell
By Mark Kurlansky, $14.95
For centuries, New York City was famous for its oysters. 
According the Rocky Mountain News, this is "A small 
pearl of a book… a great tale of the growth of a modern 
city as seen through the rise and fall of the lowly oyster." 
Filled with cultural, historical and culinary insights – along 
with vintage recipes, maps, drawings and photos – award-
winning Kurlansky sweeps readers from the 17th-century 
founding of New York to the death of its oyster beds and 
the rise of America’s environmentalist movement. This is 
engrossing, entertaining and delicious history!

Hershey
By Michael D’Antonio, $15
This year’s Valentine stamp reflects the notoriety of 
The Hershey Company, with its image of the Hershey’s 
Kiss. Almost as famous is Hershey, Pa., home to Milton 
Hershey’s Amusement Park, where the streets are named 
after chocolate bars and the lampposts are in the shape of 
Hershey’s Kisses. This is the rags-to-riches story of the 
person behind the name, a largely uneducated man whose 
idealistic sense of purpose created an immense financial 
empire. He built the world’s largest chocolate factory and 
a utopian village for his workers, and used his own fortune 
to keep his workers employed during the Depression. En-
joy this biography of this uniquely visionary American.

The Speed of Trust
By Stephen Covey, $26
Stephen Covey, author of the classic, 7 Habits of Highly 
Effective People, has written a new book revolving around 
the attribute of trust. Covey believes that trust is the key 
leadership quality all successful businesses must develop 
and maintain in order to remain successful in this global 
economy. He discusses the business world as well as one’s 
personal level of trust, and addresses how becoming a 
trusting individual will spill over into one’s work. 

Throw another log on the fire, pour a glass of wine and 
read away the last of the long, cold nights. Daylight-saving 
time and spring arrive this month, and with them the hope 
of warmer temperatures and spring flowers. Until next 
month, happy reading!

481-2665 (BOOK)
Second and Washington Streets  

In Historic Downtown Monument
Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat., 9-4, Sun., 12-4 

Your Hometown Bookstore  
Since 1993 

On Sale 
Saturday  

July 21 
$34.99. 
Pre-Pay 

Your  
Order by 
April 30 

and pay only $24.99! 
Books will be available to pick up on July 21.  

All sales for pre-paid orders are final. 
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
WINDOW CLEANING
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Draperies • Top Treatments • Bedding • Pillows
Reba Childers • screeba@aol.com

Phone 719-499-4055 • Fax 303-814-1911
www.picturetrail.com/cranberrycove

Custom Drapery Workroom

Discount Divorce, Etc.
Divorce, Custody, Wills, Bankruptcy,
Corporations, Investigation Services,
and Other Paralegal Services
at a Discount Price.
Filling out forms and filing with Court—NO LEGAL ADVICE
We come to you if desired—No office visit necessary

Denver to Colorado Springs
719-331-1909 or 303-304-9222

Softball Players Needed!
Girls 14 to 16 yrs old
for summer travel team

Call John at 487-8830

Support Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes
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By Woody Woodworth
When landscaping your back yard or deciding which flow-
ers to plant this season, think of the birds you want to at-
tract. Bird feeders are not enough to attract the variety of 
wonderful birds in our area.

Most birds, even dedicated seedeaters, eat a variety of 
foods, including berries, nectar, fruit and nuts, as well as 
seed heads from flowers. Also, any landscape full of plants 
will attract insects, which are delicious to birds. 

Though some birds are cavity-nesters (nesting in 
birdhouses or natural holes in trees), many will build nests 
deep in thickets, vines, trees and bushes. Listed below are 
some common backyard birds and trees, bushes and flow-
ers they love for food and shelter. Try to include as many of 
these plants as possible in your landscape, remembering to 
plant only those suited to our climate and gardening zone.
• American goldfinches: birch, spruce, fir, pine, oak, 

hemlock, maple, white ash, box elder and sweet gum 
trees; serviceberry trees or shrubs, sunflowers, zinnias, 
asters, grapes, roses and mulberries.

• American robins: hackberry, mulberry, cedar and crab 
apple trees; serviceberries, hollies, sumac, blackberries, 
viburnums, grasses, Virginia creeper, pyracantha, roses 
and elderberries. 

• Black-capped chickadees: pine, aspen and hemlock 
trees; viburnums, sunflowers and bayberries. 

• Blue jays: oak, dogwood and crab apple trees; wild 
cherries, wild grapes, viburnums, blackberries, 
blueberries, hollies, sunflowers and sumac. 

• Dark-eyed juncos: pine, fir, aspen and hemlock trees; 
honeysuckle, sumac, roses and millet.

• Downy woodpeckers: oak, mountain ash and dogwood 
trees; serviceberries and Virginia creeper. 

• Mourning doves: pine and spruce trees; sunflowers, 
grasses and millet. 

• Northern mockingbirds: hackberry, cedar, cherry and 
dogwood trees; hollies, sumac, viburnums, bayberries, 
serviceberries, hawthorns, huckleberry, plum, privet, 
honeysuckle, Virginia creeper, cherry laurel, blueberry 
and pyracantha 

• Pine siskins: pine, spruce, aspen, cedar, maple and 
American elm trees; honeysuckle and sunflowers. 

• Red-breasted nuthatches: pine, spruce and fir trees. 
• Rufous-sided towhees: oak, pine, crab apple, apple 

and cherry trees; hollies, blackberries, strawberries, 
blueberries, mulberries, huckleberries, sunflowers, 
millet and grapes

• Stellar’s jays: pine, oaks and dogwood trees; elderberries 
and wild cherries. 

• Tufted titmice: hackberry, oak, crab apple and pine 
trees; sunflowers, wild grapes, blackberries and 
Virginia creeper 

• White-breasted nuthatches: oak, pine and maple trees; 
sunflowers. 

• Yellow-rumped warblers: pine, cedar, dogwood, juniper 
and American elm trees; sunflowers, honeysuckle, 
viburnums, sumac, strawberries and Virginia creeper. 

Round out your planning program for plants by adding 
a few birdhouses (also known as nesting boxes). They 
provide shelter in winter and breeding sanctuaries during 
spring for cavity-nesting birds.

Feeding backyard songbirds is a popular wildlife-re-
lated home activity. It’s stress-free and brings a welcome 
flash of color, dash of motion and splash of sound into the 
back yard throughout the year.

High Country Highlights

Landscaping is for the birds
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aWindows, Doors & Skylights 
aStandard & Custom 
aFree Estimates 
aReplacement & New 
aManufacturer Certified Installation

Your Full Service
Window & Door Company since 1988!

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!
1845 Deer Creek Rd, Monument

Hours: Mon-Fri 8-5, Sat 9-1

488-2236
www.clearview-windows.com

Vinyl, Fiberglass
& Wood Clad

Guaranteed For Life

19 Highway 105 � Palmer Lake 

Kathy Allen 
Raspberry Mountain Real Estate, Inc.

719-234-1181 (ofc)

719-661-9863 (cell)

www.KathyAllen.net

4077 Cheyenne Dr., Perry Park�New custom home with wrap-around front 
porch, great room floor plan, open, airy feel, formal dining room with Hickory 
floors & coffered ceiling. Granite & Alder cabinetry, upgraded trim package, 
walk-out lower level with wet bar. 4 bd, 4 ba, 4156 sq. ft. $600,000.

126 Star View Circle, Palmer Lake�Spectacular views in tranquil setting 
overlooking Front Range. Better than new custom home with designer 
touches. Arches, skylights, gas log fireplace, walk-out lower level, tons of 
storage space. 4 bd, 3 ba, 3410 sq. ft. $395,000.

FOR BEAUTIFUL
WINDOWS…
THE CHOICE IS
CRYSTAL CLEAR!

SCHEDULE NOW
FOR SPRING
CLEANING!

360-9559

Hallmark
Housecleaning

Serving the Tri-Lakes Area
20 Years Experience
Honest, Dependable

Satisfaction Guaranteed

References Available 495-6772

FIXER UPPERS
Bargains, Lowest Prices
These homes need work.

Call for a FREE LIST WITH PICTURES
www.MonumentValues.com

or free recorded message
1-800-607-0359 ID#4048

Parker St. Claire Realty Company

Horse Boarding 
12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay & 

grain. $200/mo Summer $250/mo Winter.

Call Rick at 481-6660

AAAAloftloftloftloft GGGGaragearagearagearage SSSStoragetoragetoragetorage SSSSystemsystemsystemsystems

Overhead Garage Storage Rack System 

Utilize Valuable Storage Space & Get Your 
Car Back Into the Garage Where it Belongs! 

Call Now for a Free Consultation 
719-650-0504

AloftGarage@MonsterRax.com

Special Introductory Pricing 
4� x 8� - $249 or 3� x 8� - $228 

Lowest Price Guarantee 
Professional Installation  

Do-It-Yourself Kits Available 

AAAAloft loft loft loft GGGGaragearagearagearage SSSStorage torage torage torage SSSSystemsystemsystemsystems 

Call Now for a Free Consultation! 
719-650-0504 

AloftGarage@MonsterRax.com 

AAAAloft loft loft loft GGGGaragearagearagearage SSSStorage torage torage torage SSSSystemsystemsystemsystems 

Get Your Car Back in the Garage! 
719-650-0504 

AloftGarage@MonsterRax.com 
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By Diane Sawatzki
“When Lincoln gave his second inaugural address in 
March of 1865,” the Rev. John Snyder said at the Feb. 
15 Historical Society meeting, “he was already standing 
in the shadow of death, for he would die 41 days later. 
His assassin, John Wilkes Booth, is visible in a photo 
of the audience. While not an abolitionist, for which he 
was criticized by Harriet Beecher Stowe, Lincoln strove 
to unify the country in the wake of his ‘Emancipation 
Proclamation.’

“In what’s considered his greatest speech, he re-
minded his audience why they’d entered the war—in-
surgents were dividing the Union—and stated, ‘Neither 
party expected for the war the magnitude or the duration 

which it has already attained.’ (Which sounds oddly fa-
miliar today.) The president was not an orthodox church 
member, ridiculed hell-fire and damnation sermons, yet 
studied the Bible and noted the irony that both sides 
‘pray to the same God and each invokes His aid against 
the other.’ He finished by exhorting his constituents: 
‘Fondly do we hope—fervently do we pray—that this 
mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away… let us 
strive on to… achieve a just and lasting peace, among 
ourselves, and with all nations.’

“His greatest speech lasted only six minutes, was 
received in profound silence, and received a mixed 
response. The Chicago Times called it slip-shod and pu-
erile, but The London Spectator deemed it ‘the noblest 
political document known to history.’ At a White House 
reception afterward, his critic Frederick Douglass con-
fided, ‘Mr. Lincoln, that was a sacred effort.’”

After the Rev. Snyder’s recitation and the ensuing 
discussion, Dee Kirby led us in a rousing sing-along of 
Civil War songs, including Battle Hymn of the Repub-
lic, Grafted into the Army, and Think of Your Head in 
the Morning.

The Palmer Lake Historical Society presents free 
programs and refreshments in the Town Hall the third 
Thursday of most months. The next meeting, at 7 p.m. 
March 15, is “Preservation for the Ages,” the story of 
the Monument Tree Farm, by Brian Grossman and Chip 
Fleming, former Farm superintendent. 

Membership in the society is $10 per year for 
individuals, $15 for families, and family membership 
comes with two commemorative mugs (plhist@aol.com 
or 559-0837). The society maintains the free Lucretia 
Vaile Museum in the basement of the Palmer Lake li-
brary across from the Town Hall. Winter hours are Sat-
urday 10 a.m.-2 p.m. www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/plhs/ 

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Feb. 15

Lincoln’s greatest speech
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Bring In This Ad For...
25 cents per pair!

Sterling Silver French Hook Ear Wires
limit 8 pair per customer while supplies last

253 Washington St, Monument
(located inside 2 Watts Creative)

www.BeadCorner.net
488-0889

LUCK O’ THE IRISH
COME IN AND DRAW FOR YOUR DISCOUNT
FROM 10 TO 50% OFF BEAD SPECIAL!

Bead Special for March 
Greens & Golds

Aventurine, Malachite, Yellow Jade and more

Townhome For Lease/Option
Great Condition in Prestigious Gleneagle (Sun Mesa)!

2550 sq. ft., custom 
vertical blinds, 2 decks,  
3 bd + large office,  
3 ba, Jacuzzi, 2 large 
walk-in closets, large 
kitchen, living room 
with fireplace, dining 
room, family room with 
kitchen-wet bar,  
storage room, A/C.  
End unit with courtyard 
view. Near USAFA. 
Small pet OK with  
deposit. $1500 per 
month includes HOA 
fees. 

Call (866) 481-1102

**Bring in this ad Saturday 3/10 only and
receive 10% off on your pearl purchase**

We invite you to ourWe invite you to our
PEARL EXTRAVAGANZAPEARL EXTRAVAGANZA

Saturday, March 10
10 am to 5 pm

An incredible collection including
Multi-colored 14mm strands

“Wearing pearls has been a symbol of
powerful women for more than 2,000 years”

-John Loring, Tiffany & Company
In the Monument Plaza

Find directions at: www.twotimers.net

Two Timers
Fine Consign

Women’s, Children’s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor

Vino-Bits
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488-3019
or www.thewineseller.net

“Real Wine for Real People”
Simply the best, most thoughtful selection

of  wine under $20 anywhere.
Check out our eclectic microbeer

and spirits selection too!

Public wine tastings held monthly.
Sign up for our e-newsletter to find out when.

Located on Hwy 105
between Palmer Lake & Monument.

Hours:  Tuesday - Saturday  11am to 6pm.

The Eyes
Have it
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For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Monument Painting
Interior ~ Exterior

No job too small
Competitive rates

Call Phil at 484 0478

FREE EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR
Teaches you how to invest in Colorado Springs
Real Estate and turn a Huge Profit with

Little or No Cash Out of Pocket
Seating is Limited for this 1-hour seminar

Register Today!
www.SpringsInvestorDeals.com

1-800-607-0359 ID # 4111
Springs Investor Network

Licensed, Insured Child Care 
Full & Part-Time Available

Monument/Jackson Creek 719 481-9282

Support Our Community - Shop Tri-Lakes
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By Elizabeth Hacker
Winter can be a bleak time for Colorado bird-watchers. 
There are those birds that are frequent feeders that can be 
viewed from a window, but if you have the fortitude to leave 
your own warm nest, this is a good time to look for other 
year-round residents that might not come to a feeder. 

The golden eagle is a permanent resident found across 
the mountainous regions of Colorado. It is named for the 
golden feathers on the back of its neck. My husband and 
I were driving the back roads of the Greenland Ranch re-
cently when we spotted one ripping apart a skunk about 
20 feet from the road. It had a commanding presence and 
looked to be more than 2 feet in height, weighing about 20 
pounds, with a wingspan of 6 to 8 feet. We thought it may 
have been a female because like most raptors, females are 
slightly larger than males. We felt fortunate to get this close 
to a golden eagle because generally they avoid contact with 
humans.

The 59 species of eagles that are found on every conti-
nent except Antarctica are divided into four groupings: fish 
eagles, booted eagles, snake eagles and giant forest eagles. 
In America, there are only two eagles: the bald eagle, which 
is a fish eagle, and the golden eagle, which is a booted eagle. 
Booted eagles have feathers on their legs down to their 
toes, which appear like boots. Bald and golden eagles live 
and nest in Colorado and have often been observed on the 
Palmer Divide. Immature bald eagles are brown and can be 
confused with the golden eagle. Generally, bald eagles are 
found hunting fish and shore birds near water. The golden 
eagle, on the other hand, is an upland hunter of mammals, 
reptiles, snakes and birds, and is rarely seen near water. 

The golden eagle is a strong flier and a fierce hunter. 

Even in a strong wind, its average flight speed is 30 mph. It 
hunts from a low altitude, swooping down on its prey and 
grabbing it on the ground from behind. A pair of golden 
eagles often will hunt together with one partner flying along 
the ground driving prey into the sharp talons of its partner. 
The talons are used for killing and carrying the prey while 
the curved beak is used for tearing flesh. The foot of a gold-
en eagle is considered to be more powerful than the arm of a 
strong human. While it prefers to hunt for its food, this bird 
is opportunistic and will eat carrion, especially when food 
is scarce.

The golden eagle has been observed diving at speeds 
in excess of 200 mph, faster than the peregrine falcon. Un-
like the peregrine, however, it does not dive to hunt its prey. 
Similar to the red-tailed hawk, the golden eagle soars high 
on warm thermal currents and abruptly falls into a rapid 
dive to attract a mate. 

Golden eagles can live up to 30 years in the wild and 
mate for life. The pair builds many nests within its terri-
tory, which can vary as much as 100 square miles but is 
thought to be about 35 square miles in this area. Nests are 
usually built on steep crags but sometimes in trees. They 
are constructed with large branches, sticks, and twigs and 
lined with grasses and aromatic leaves to deter insects. The 
pair adds material to its nests every year, and older nests 
can weigh as much as 100 pounds and be 6 feet in diameter 
and 3 feet deep. The pair rotates between nests to defend its 
territory and avoid insect infestation.

Mating usually occurs in late winter, but the couple 
may not mate every year. In years when they do mate, the 
female will lay up to four eggs and incubate them for about 
45 days while the male feeds its mate. When the chicks 
are hatched, they are covered with fluffy white down. The 
first chick hatched is usually the strongest and often will 
kill its weaker siblings. For about 50 days, the parents take 
turns hunting for food and bring an estimated 600 pounds 
of prey back to the nest to feed their young. Fortunately, 
eagles have excellent eyesight and can spot movement up to 
a mile away. At about 11 weeks, the chicks have developed 
strong wings and are ready to fledge the nest. The parents 
then teach the juveniles how to hunt. Rarely will more than 
one of the offspring fledge the nest, and there is only a 30 
percent probability that it will reach maturity at age 4, at 
which time it will have established a territory and begun to 
look for a mate.

Many countries, including Mexico and Egypt, have ad-
opted this noble bird as a national symbol. While sometimes 
used in falconry, the golden eagle’s temperament and size 
present unique challenges to falconers. 

Since 1963, golden eagles have been protected by fed-
eral law from being hunted, and possession of a feather or 
body part is a felony with fines up to $10,000 or a penalty 
of 10 years in jail. Because these emblems are indigenous 
to Native American culture, they are the only ones who can 
legally have them in their possession. Readers occasionally 
ask me what to do if they find feathers or parts of protected 
birds, and I while I know it would be tempting to take them 
home, I encourage them to leave them where they find them 
and call or email the Colorado Depart-
ment of Wildlife to report the find.

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

The golden eagle

Above: Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of a 
golden eagle. A color version is posted at 

www.ourcommunitynews.org/v7n3bird.htm 

1850 Woodmoor Drive #100       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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3rd & Beacon Lite � Monument

488488488488----9007900790079007
www.balancedbike.com

Tri-Lakes Area�s  
Only Bike & Ski  
Shop 

SnowboardSnowboard &&
Ski TuneupSki Tuneup
Full Service Full Service 
Bike ShopBike Shop

Tim 
Watkins

Are you a Number Jumbler??
Are you Lax with your Tax??
Are you a Pill with your Bills??

The Balancing Act
Bookkeeping for 

Small Business & Individuals
——–——–

35 Years of Office Solution and 
Bookkeeping Experience

——–——–

Maggie Williamson
719-488-9110
emw@bigplanet.com

Learn to Play the Harp 
Folk and classical styles  

Experienced, professional 
harpist with award- 
winning students  
Renee Quinn
in Woodmoor

481-0111 Renquinn@aol.com

Personal Wellness Coach
Whether you want to maintain your 
weight, lose weight or have more 
energy.  We can help design a program 
that fits your lifestyle.

Call today for a FREE Evaluation.

Ann Chavtur  488-3677
Herbalife Independent Distributor

Support Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes
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Art Matters

Plein air painting
By Janet Sellers

This month will bring the first day of spring, and although 
here in Tri-Lakes we have our usual months of snowy 
weather ahead, we can get outdoors more and enjoy it on 
the sunny days that we do get. While we can’t get out and 
plant gardens, we surely can get out and paint outdoors. 

The French expression en plein air (in the open air) is 
particularly used in regard to painting in the sunlight – the 
outdoors – instead of trying to paint landscapes indoors in 
a studio with light coming from a nearby window or arti-
ficial light. We often use the word alfresco in English for 
the same thing. Alfresco in Italian, however, means simply 
cool air; it also indicates “in jail.” Let’s remember that on 
our next painting trip under the Tuscan sun. We’ll stay 
cool, stay out of jail, and just paint.

So what is the big deal about painting outdoors? The 
natural light affords an artist a most natural visual experi-
ence, and being outdoors provides an endless combination 
of light and images to put down on paper or canvas. Expe-
rienced art watchers, be they artist or art lover, can see the 
natural light as source in the colors and quick technique 
that is used for plein air painting.

Since the sunlight of day changes the shadows and 
view of the colors minute by minute, the artist must work 
at a fast pace, and nearly always must use a limited palette 
of colors to execute the art works en plein aire. 

The painting style is often a lot looser than studio work, 
which means the lines and forms are more lyrical, more 
fluid and suggestive rather than tight and highly rendered. 
Content is prized over technique, and adept painterly abil-
ity is readily apparent in the work. The subject matter is up 
to the artist, and what is left out is as important as what is 
in the art work. The artists do work from observation and 
focus on what they are seeing at the time because the light 
and being outdoors are precious and fugitive. Studio paint-
ing lends itself to intellectualizing and fantasy; but when 
outdoors, artists seize the moment and the view.

Oddly enough, while painting outdoors, spectators 
love to interrupt and ask all sorts of questions, make all 
sorts of comments, and can be more or less disruptive to 
the artist’s concentration. I once had a professor who told 
me that her best defense was to wear mirrored sunglasses, 
as they appear intimidating without her having to make 
small talk when trying to concentrate on her work. Then 
again, a lot of art sales are made on the spot with the chatty 
observer having a story to tell with the painting on its way 
home. If you are one of those lucky ones to buy on the spot, 
let me warn you about something. Be careful not to get 
that oil paint on anything – the paintings take a year to dry 

properly before the final varnish! Watercolors are more 
travel-friendly. A rainy day’s walk home notwithstanding, 
they just need a mat and a frame, and voila! They are ready 
for their new home.

For all the artists eager to get out working in our iffy 
weather these days, I have some handy tips for you. Find 
a wonderful picture window from which to work out your 
sketch, and by all means use a camera to save the daylight 
on film. Slides are wonderful and make a great large area 
to work from even projected in the studio on the wall. 
These days it is hard to get slide film and development, 
but a close second is the new digital camera and computer 
hookups for monitors or projectors. It’s really difficult to 
do in the daytime with those, but darken the room a bit and 
you will be good to go. 

I love to go to our Monument library and look out 
those grand windows. The Front Range and the pond with 
ducks and Canada geese are fun to look at. While many art 
supplies are very likely a no-no inside the library, surely 
you can bring a pencil and paper and sketch from indoors, 
or to your heart’s content out of doors there, too. Any of 
our local lakes and ponds are pretty as they reflect the blue 
sky, even if the trees and flowers aren’t peeking out of their 
winter shells yet. Palmer Lake reflects the pine-covered 
hills all around it, and we artists have been known to paint 
and sketch there even from the car, windows up or down, 
depending on the temperature.

In fact, we’ve been enjoying plein aire art sketching 
around town for years, and this year, some of us artists are 
meeting indoors at the Monument Library and other spots 
to talk about art history, sketching and painting.

I gave a free art class at the library in February. An 
hour of drawing and the history of art went by in a flash, so 
we’re going to make it a regular feature for the community 
again. The goal is to get people drawing, sketching, and in 
motion on art, meeting at a variety of places in our com-
munity. The class is open to all, so bring a clipboard and 
we’ll have the pencils and paper ready for you. The March 
class will have a short talk, walk, and demo on outdoor 
plein air techniques in watercolors. Then each participant 
will sketch out the scene and color it. 

We expect to meet at least the first three Saturdays 
in March (March 3, 10, 17), 2-3 or 2-4 p.m. for those 
who wish to continue to sketch or just be outdoors. Bring 
your art-loving friends, and your own coffee or tea. This 
time we really will bring the biscotti! Details for where 
requires sign-up ahead. Contact me at 488-8280 or 
janet.sellers@mac.com. See you there! 

By Jackie Colburn
Tri-Lakes and Colorado Springs’ students, staff and 
parents from da Vinci Academy are preparing for perfor-
mances in Washington, D.C., later this month. The school 
was awarded “The Kennedy Center 2006 Creative Ticket 
National Schools of Distinction Award” for achievements 
in learning curriculum through the arts, standardized test 
scores and community involvement.

Students and staff representatives will accept the 
award on behalf of the entire staff and student body at 
The Kennedy Center performance. 

Thirty-six performers will sing, dance, and perform 
on various musical instruments as they represent the 
school’s 590 students. A team of 13 staff and adult leaders 
will begin the performance with a tribute to Mozart and 
a section on “Magic Flute.” The performance will include 

modern dance and strings.
School Principal Pat Iagulli will conduct a perfor-

mance at the World War II Memorial, titled “A Tribute to 
American Heroes.”

The school’s methods of learning differ from conven-
tional teaching as standard curriculum is taught through 
creative integration of the arts into all facets of instruc-
tion.

 “In 2005-2006, this school was rated ‘High’ by the 
Colorado Department of Education for the elementary 
school level,” according to the school’s Web site.

The school’s Rhonda Kimble notes a current trend to 
cut arts classes in order to beef up academics but hopes 
this award will help other schools recognize that a school 
can succeed with arts and academics.

Parents and staff are financing travel costs, lodg-
ing, transportation, and meals. An additional $20,000 is 
needed to cover expenses such as costumes, sets, equip-
ment rental, and a T-shirt for every student attending da 
Vinci Academy.

The school is accepting donations to cover the addi-
tional operational costs. Corporations may have the com-
pany name and logo on the program and T-shirt if they 
donate monetarily to the school. The school will provide a 
charitable contribution letter for tax purposes.

Contact Julie Skalla, the school’s corporate sponsor 
coordinator, at 484-1040, for information.

da Vinci students to perform 
at the Kennedy Center

Spring into 
Art Activities!

Monument School of Fine Arts 
offers superb classes with excep-
tional results: Children�s Classes, 
Adult Classes, Independent Study, 
Professional Portfolio Preparation. 

coloradoartcenter.tripod.com or 488-8280

Also...Janet Sellers Fine Arts
Gifts, Jewelry, Art Prints & Gift Paks 

You shop...We wrap & ship the same day! 

www.janetsellers.org

Enroll Now 481-0055
Kindergarten Readiness
2-, 3-, or 5-Day Program
Ages 3 through 5
Christian Values
Low Student/Teacher Ratio

1764 Lake Woodmoor Dr, Monument

SPA HELP WANTED
Spa in downtown

Monument, is looking
for a part-time

nail technician with
integrity, bright smile

and eagerness to
join a great team.

487-3123
or email resume to:
tanya@bella-vi.com

For all your 
travel needs, 

call
481-3051
Fax 481-3054
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club accepting grant ap-

plications
The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club is accepting applications 
for grants up to $10,000 until March 15. Qualified orga-
nizations that provide services to residents within Lewis-
Palmer School District 38 boundaries are encouraged to 
apply.

Qualified organizations are 501(c)3 nonprofit orga-
nizations, public service agencies and organizations, and 
public schools. Grant applications and instructions are 
available at www.tlwc.net, or by sending a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to TLWC Grant Committee, P.O. Box 
669, Monument, CO 80132.

The TLWC sponsors Wine & Roses, a wine-tast-
ing event in October, as well as the annual Pine Forest 
Antiques Show and Sale in April. Proceeds from these 
fund-raisers benefit the Tri-Lakes community through 
this grant process. Last year, more than $30,000 was 
granted to nonprofit organizations, schools, and public 
service organizations. In the past 30 years, $470,000 has 
been awarded to benefit residents within the boundaries of 
School District 38.

Flying Colors
This free homework help program is offered to Tri-Lakes 
students in grades three through eight for assistance with 
reading, writing, math, science, and social studies and 
to students in grades nine and 10 for math assistance. 
Flying Colors meets 6:30-7:30 p.m. Mondays, through 
April 30 at Monument Community Presbyterian Church. 
For information call 481-3902 or 488-8928, or visit 
www.mcpcusa.org. 

AARP Mature Safe Driving Program at 
Monument Library

The AARP Mature Safe Driving Program is the nation’s 
first and largest classroom driver refresher course spe-
cially designed for motorists age 50 and older. Graduates 
may present their course completion certificate to their 
insurance agents for a discount. Cost for the eight-hour 
course is $10. Class size is limited and registration is re-
quired. The course will be Thursday and Friday, March 
22 and 23 from 1 - 5 p.m. at Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Drive. Bring a lunch. To register, 
call 488-2370.

How the adolescent brain works
The public is invited to attend a presentation by Dr. Keith 
Jacobus about the adolescent brain, with practical ideas on 
how to help adolescents maximize learning and studying. 
The lecture will be March 21, 7-8 p.m., at the District 38 
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson Street., Monument. For 
more information, call 785-4223.

Adult Literacy tutors needed
Help adults improve their basic skills in reading, writing 
and/or English language skills. Tutors work individually 
with an adult learner at various library locations two to 
four hours weekly for a minimum of six months. Meet-
ing times and location are flexible. Free 18-hour training 
is held 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Thursdays, March 8, 15, 22, 29, and 

April 5 at Penrose Library, 20 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado 
Springs. Participants must attend all sessions to become 
tutors. LitSource Volunteer applications are available at all 
libraries and at ppld.org, under “Jobs and Volunteers Posi-
tions.” Return the completed application to the LitSource 
Office, Penrose Library, 20 N. Cascade Ave., Colorado 
Springs. Call Sherrill Wyeth, 531-6333, ext. 2223 or ext. 
2224 for more information.

 Volunteer and spread the gift of reading
Join Children’s Literacy Center to provide individual tu-
toring to children reading below grade level at no cost to 
families. Tutors are trained in the Peak Reader curriculum 
and matched with one child for 12 weeks. This is a great 
opportunity for high school students (minimum age is 14) 
or senior citizens to make a difference in someone’s life. 
For more information, call Pamela Polke, 471-8672, or e-
mail Pamela@peakreader.org. 
Creekside Middle School’s Carrabba’s Night 

and Silent Auction in April
Creekside Middle School will feature its annual Carrab-
ba’s Night and Silent Auction April 11. Everyone in the 
community is welcome to attend. There is a charge to at-
tend the dinner. Watch for details next month.

For local businesses that would like to donate a 
gift certificate or product for the silent auction, this is 
a wonderful way to help the school as well as adver-
tise your business. For information on both events, 
please contact Amy Fournier at 231-1350 or by e-mail at 
amy.fournier@gmail.com. 
Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale in April
Mark your calendars for the popular Pine Forest Antiques 
Show and Sale, April 21-22 at Lewis-Palmer High School 
in Monument. The show will feature 60 antiques dealers 
from several states. From noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, on-site 
appraisers will provide verbal appraisals for $5 per item. 
The Country Café will serve breakfast and lunch items 
including the ever-popular steak soup, and the Bake Sale 
will offer delectable desserts. 

This is the major annual fund-raising event for the 
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club. Proceeds benefit local nonprofit 
groups. During the past 30 years, more than $470,000 has 
been awarded to District 38 schools, fire and police depart-
ments, senior citizen groups, and other nonprofit 501(c)3 
organizations that provide services to residents within 
the community. For more information, visit the Tri-Lakes 
Women’s Club Web site at www.tlwc.net.

The Library Channel
Tune into The Library Channel (Comcast 17) for live 
simulcasts of programs, videotaped presentations, or a 
schedule of Library events. The Library Channel broad-
casts 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include 
story times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso 
County Commissioners meetings, and much more. A com-
munity bulletin board of library events is shown between 
and after programs. Find the schedule online by going to 
ppld.org, and then click on the link “Happenings @ Your 
Library.” From there, click on the “Comcast 17” link to 
search the schedule.

Senior Safety Program
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Authority and Tri-Lakes Health 
Advocacy Partnership, Senior Alliance, have developed 
a new Senior Safety Program. The free service includes 
installing and maintaining smoke detectors, a fire depart-

ment evaluation of seniors’ homes to identify and correct 
safety hazards and address seniors’ safety needs, and Vial 
of Life for in-home storage of medical information in case 
of emergency. For information, call Lisa Frasca, 488-3304, 
or e-mail lfrasca@tri-lakesfire.com.

Special Events and Notices

An exhibition of drawings, paintings, 
and photographs by

Elizabeth Hacker and Linda Hauff

Birds and Blooms
March 9 
through
 April 9

Opening Reception 
Friday, March 9 
5:30 pm - 8 pm

The Winter Gallery
At the corner of Third and Front Streets

In Historic Downtown Monument, 481-1063

SHABBAT POT LUCK DINNER
AND FAMILY SERVICE

Hosted by Front Range Jewish Center
Friday, March 9, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Held at Trinity Lutheran Church,
17750 Knollwood Blvd., Monument

Call 719-623-0587 for more info.

Tri-Lakes MOPS
2nd and 4th Thurs., Sept. through May 

9:15-11:30 am
Tri-Lakes Chapel
Free Childcare!

481-3600

FREE Transportation for Seniors

Volunteer drivers are needed! Info: 481-2527

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding 
areas by Mountain Community 
Transportation for Seniors (MCTS).
For rides, seniors (60+) call

488-0076
Donations Welcomed

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning.
Now accepting 
new students. 

484-0192Call Pam Brunson

Sue's Licensed Home Daycare
Full-Time/Part-Time/Drop-Ins Welcome

Monument
CO Lic. #1540539

719-264-7839

Left: Major sponsors Brett 
Wheeler and Sheila Christy with 
Rocky Mountain Music Alliance 
Artistic Director Dr. Michael 
Baron, after his solo concert 
on Feb. 10. Baron performed 
a diverse program of classics 
and modern pieces for the 
delighted crowd. Baron will team 
with his duo partner of over 25 
years, Renato Premezzi for the 
Alliance’s last concert of the 
season on Apr. 14 at 7 p.m. at 
Forestgate Presbyterian Church, 
970 Northgate Road, one mile 
east of 1-25 Exit 156. Info: 484-
0192 or TheRMMA@aol.com 
Photo by Jim Kendrick
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Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-

check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Mar. 5, 

6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st 
and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Mar. 8, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Now meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Mar. 8, 
7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or 
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 
Meeting, Tue., Mar. 13, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 481-4053.

• D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee 
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Mar. 13, 7 p.m. in the District 
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Mar. 13, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732.  

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Mar. 14, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, Wed., 
Mar. 14, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu., 
Mar. 15, 6:30 p.m., 130 2nd St. Now meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Mar. 15, 7 p.m., Learning Center of the Lewis-
Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and Jefferson. 
Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Mar. 
19, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 
1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Mar. 20, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off 
Union Blvd and Printers Parkway). Meets 3rd Tue. and 
optionally 4th Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Mar. 21, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680 or 599-4068. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Mar. 21, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado 
Springs. Usually meets 3rd Wed. each month. Call to 
confirm date and time. Info: 488-3603. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Mar. 21, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or 
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.   

• Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., Mar. 
22 , 5:30 p.m., Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west 
of Monument near the bowling alley. Verify time, date, 
and location at SDMS at (800)741-3254 or the district, 
488-2110. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Mon., Mar. 26, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 
Woodmoor Dr. Now meets 4th Monday each month. Info: 
488-2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue., 
Mar. 27, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off Union 
Blvd and Printers Parkway). This meeting held only if 
items are left from the Mar. 20 meeting. Info: 520-6300. 

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Wed., 
Mar. 28, 4 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-6868. 

Tri-Lakes Fire Protection District Board Meeting, Wed., 
Mar. 28, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 
west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th 
Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312.

• Woodmoor/Monument Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Mar. 28, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 
18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the bowling 
alley. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-3303. 

• Tri-Lakes-Monument Fire Authority Board Meeting, 
Wed., Mar. 28, following the fire district board meetings 
at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of 

Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th Wed. each 
month. Info: 481-2312. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Apr. 2, 
6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st 
and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Apr. 
5, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 1st Thu. each month, but is sometimes 
combined with the Council Meeting on the 2nd Thu. 
of the month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-

6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu., 
10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and 
Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly 
suitable for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Storytimes, every Tue., 10:
30 & 11:15 a.m. Special reading program events for 
preschoolers ages 3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Special reading program events for toddlers 
and children. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, every Thu., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids up 
to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every 
Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Family Fun: African 
Safari, Sat., Mar. 10, 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
Break out of winter as you join us on an African Safari. 
Listen to African stories from Heather Lyle, drum along 
with the Black Hands Drum ensemble, meet reptiles 
from Mountain Aire Reptile Rescue, go on a scavenger 
hunt for African surprises, make an African craft, and 
enjoy some snacks. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: American Girl Book Club, 
Wed., Mar. 14, 4-5:30 p.m. Registration required. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info & registration: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library Family Fun: African Safari, 
Sat., Mar. 17, 10:30 a.m. Listen to African stories, go on 
a scavenger hunt for African surprises, make an African 
craft, and enjoy some snacks. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: National Quilting Day, Sun., 
Mar. 18, 2-4 p.m. Pikes Peak Library District and the 
Palmer Divide Quiltmakers invite everyone to celebrate 
National Quilting Day at the Monument Branch. Learn 
the art of quilting through demonstrations and children’s 
activities. Refreshments. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Book Blast: A Book Club for 
Kids 7 to 12, Tue., Mar. 20, 4-5:30 p.m. Meet for 
games, crafts, food, and to discuss books. See a librarian 
for details. Now meets 3rd Tue. each month. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.

Adult programs 
• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 

Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes for 
beginner computer users. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Talk English! Mondays, Mar. 6, 

12, 26, (no meeting Mar. 19), 6:30-8:30 p.m. Informal 
conversation groups for adults with intermediate 
and advanced English skills. No registration needed. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 10 
a.m.-noon. Socialize, explore issues, debate, and argue, 
all in a spirit of camaraderie. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library History Buffs, Wed., Mar. 7, 1-3 
p.m. Read and discuss a book from a selected time in 
history. Meets 1st Wed. each month. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Basic Internet Genealogy, 
Fri., Mar. 9, 10:30-noon. Get started in genealogy on 
the Internet by using the Library’s Web Picks. This 
class highlights standard free genealogy websites 
including: Social Security Death Index, Bureau of Land 
Management Records, RootsWeb and USGenWeb, 
FamilySearch (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints), and the National Archives. Space is limited and 
registration is required. Call 531-6333, x2253 to register. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Mar. 16, 10-11:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome 
to attend this spirited group. This month’s selection is 
Devil in the White City by Erik Larson. Meets 3rd Fri. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: National Quilting Day, Sun., 
Mar. 18, 2-4 p.m. Pikes Peak Library District and the 
Palmer Divide Quiltmakers invite everyone to celebrate 
National Quilting Day at the Monument Branch. Learn 
the art of quilting through demonstrations and children’s 
activities. Refreshments. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Thu., Mar. 22, & Fri., Mar. 23, 1-5 p.m. 
Hone your skills with this refresher course designed for 
motorists age 50 and older, and get an insurance discount! 
Cost: $10. Must attend both days. Registration required. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Registration & info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Taking Care of Your 
Computer, Fri., Mar. 23, 10:30-noon. 
This class offers easy to understand tips for keeping 
computers in good working order and safe from viruses 
and spyware. Registration is required. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. RSVP & 
Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Apr. 6, noon. New 
members welcome, no registration needed. Meets 1st Fri. 
each month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library Art Display: The Palmer Divide 
Quiltmakers will offer an extraordinary display of 
quilts, including an “African Safari” theme and a small
collection of fabric and art objects of African origin. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, 

every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

• Al-anon/Alateen Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, 
every Sat., 10:30-11:30 a.m., College Room 2nd floor, 
NE corner; 1750 Deer Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit 
www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call 
the 24-hour answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

• Weekend Bike Rides, Sat., 10 a.m. for road rides; 
Sundays, 1 p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced Rock 
Bike Shop, 279 J Beacon Lite at 3rd St. Info: 488-9007. 

• Senior Lunches at Monument Town Hall, every Mon. 
& Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month, 166 Second St., 
Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free 
bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy 
Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon., 
5:30-6:30 p.m., California Casualty Building, 1650 
Telstar Dr. Improve your public speaking, leadership 
and meeting planning skills with Toastmasters. New 
members and visitors welcome.  Info: visit 
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www.d26toastmasters.org/airforceacademy or call John, 
439-3050; or Karen, 913-908-0048. 

• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Monument Monday Night 
Literature Study, every Mon., 7-8 p.m., Tri-Lakes 
Chapel, room 207, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, Monument. 
Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-anon-
alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service at 
719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 
1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Al-anon/Alateen Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 
9-10:10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer 
Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or 
www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering 
service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 10285 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. Info: 
visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call Kirby, 
481-3738.

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, Tuesdays & Fridays, 
9:30 a.m., Basic Strength & Balance; 10:45 a.m. 
Low Impact Cardio; Monument Hill Church, 18725 
Monument Hill Rd. YMCA members free, non- 
members $2 per class, first two trial classes are free. 
Info, 481-8728. 

• Free art/plein air workshop, Saturdays, Mar. 3, 10, & 
17, 2 p.m., usually at Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. In good weather, location TBA in 
Tri-Lakes area, so get on the sign-up list for the last 
minute details! For all artist levels; learn the history and 
techniques of plein air/outdoor art in the hour. Bring a 
clipboard for sketching notes and some hot chocolate; 
paper, pencils, and biscotti will be provided. RSVP. 
Sign-up forms online/email: janet.sellers@mac.com or 
SASE c/o Monument School of Fine Arts c/o programs 
office, 1390 Catamaran Lane, Monument, CO 80132.

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Mar. 5, 7 p.m., 
2500 East Hwy 105, Monument (4.3 miles East of 
I-25).  Share concerns and success stories in a small 
group. Learn how you can become pain-free. Visitors 
and new participants always welcome. No charge, no 
products sold. Meets 1st Mon. each month. Info: Lorna 
Searle, 481-3735. 

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Mar. 6, 
6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1st Tue. 
each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467.

• Free “Just show up” Spanish Classes! Tuesdays, 
Mar. 6, 20, 27, & Apr. 3, 7-8 p.m., Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Talk in Spanish in 
the first 20 minutes over chocolate. Guest speakers are 
native Latin American Spanish speakers. Sponsored by 
Janet Sellers and Monument School of Fine Arts to help 
students and travelers alike to start speaking in Spanish. 
Info: 488-8280.

• Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Mar. 8, 
166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime senior 
lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. 
Free! Win prizes donated by local businesses. Meets the 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Mar. 8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner 
Meeting, Thu., Mar. 8, 6:30-9 p.m., Woodmoor Country 
Club. Women building business relationships in a social 
atmosphere. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: Visit w
ww.trilakesnetworkingteam.org or call Tammie Bishop, 
487-0000.

• NEPCO General Membership Meeting: Roundtable 
Addressing HOA Covenant Enforcement Issues, 
Sat., Mar. 10, 10 a.m.-noon, Monument Town Hall, 
166 2nd St. Share information and learn to improve your 
HOA Rules & Regulations and covenant enforcement 
procedures. A professional HOA attorney will be 
present. Normally meets every other month. Info: 481-
2723 or visit www.nepco.org.

• La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Mar. 13, 10 a.m., 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church. This worldwide 
organization provides mother-to-mother support for 
mothers who choose to breastfeed. 675 Baptist Rd. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2909.

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Mar. 14, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Community 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck 
Eaton at 495-2443. 

• Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition 
Meeting, Thu., Mar. 15, potluck supper 6 p.m., meeting 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Beidleman Environmental Center, 740 
W. Caramillo St., Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: John Stansfield, (303) 660-5849 or e-mail 
jorcstan@juno.com. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society Palmer Lake 
Historical Society, Thu, Mar. 15, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Bryan Grossman and 
Chip Fleming will discuss the historical importance 
of the Monument Preserve, once a camp for the 
Civilian Conservation Corps and the Rocky Mountain 
Regional Tree Nursery.  Refreshments. All are welcome. 
Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 559-0837 or e-mail 
plhist@aol.com. 

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Mar. 16, 11:
30 a.m., MoZaic Restaurant, Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 
Hwy 105 Palmer Lake. The speaker will be Michelle 
Samples, of the Colorado Springs Gazette. All women 
in or around the Gleneagle area are invited to attend, and 
guests are welcome. RSVP by Mar. 11: Frances, 481-
4607. 

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Mar. 16, 
11 a.m., Inn at Palmer Divide. Back by popular request, 
Rich, of “Rich Designs Home” is the featured speaker. 
Come prepared to learn and be entertained. Cost: $17. 
RSVP by Mar. 9. The Tri-lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) 
sponsors the Wine and Roses event in October and the 
annual Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale in April. 
Proceeds from these fundraisers benefit local non-profit 
groups. TLWC membership is open to all women living 
in School District 38. RSVP & Info: visit www.tlwc.net 
or call Bill Healy at 278-8393 or Dixie Cannon at 559-
2977.

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Mar. 20, 7 
p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow Rd., 
Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Lindsay, 
487-9362. 

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Tue., Mar. 20, 6-8 
p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake. 
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more.  
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Childcare available. RSVP 
to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221.

• MOMS Club Colorado Springs North, Thu., Mar. 22. 
Come meet other stay at home moms and kids in 80921 
& 80908 zip codes. Playgroups and activities scheduled 
throughout the month. New Member Social held 4th Thu. 
each month. Info: Missy A., 487-7829.

• MOMS Club of Monument New Member Social, Fri., 
Mar. 23. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and kids! 
Meets the Fri. before the last Wed. of the month. Info: 
Erin Adair, 487-8624. 

• Womens Business Owners and Managers Luncheon, 
Wed., Mar. 28, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Woodmoor Pines Golf 
& Country Club. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-
3282. 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Apr. 2, 7 p.m., 
2500 East Hwy 105, Monument (4.3 miles East of 
I-25).  Share concerns and success stories in a small 
group. Learn how you can become pain-free. Visitors 
and new participants always welcome. No charge, no 
products sold. Meets 1st Mon. each month. Info: Lorna 
Searle, 481-3735. 

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., Apr. 5, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town Hall. 
Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: Kay Reuteler, 488-
3263.

• Palmer Divide Quiltmakers, Thu., Apr. 5, 7 p.m., 
Church of Woodmoor, Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu. each 
month. Info: scotti145@aol.com. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Western Museum of Mining & Industry’s Family 

Exploration Day: Women’s History with special 
guest, Julie Penrose, Sat., Mar. 10, 1 p.m. Celebrate 
National Women’s History Month with Nancy Steward’s 
portrayal of Julie Penrose. Ms. Steward will share stories 
of the wife of Spencer Penrose, and how the couple used 
their fortune to establish art and culture in Colorado 
Springs. Afterward, experience the lives of pioneer 
women with hands-on activities, including quilting, 
wool dying and spinning, soap making, and more. 
RSVP: 488-0880. Cost: $7 Adults, $6 AAA/Military, $5 
Seniors & Students, $3 Children 4-12, free to children 
under 3 and Museum Members. WMMI is located at 
225 North Gate Blvd., just off of I-25 at the Gleneagle 
exit, #156A, across from the north entrance to the U.S. 
Air Force Academy. Info: phone 488-0880 or visit 
www.wmmi.org. 

• How the adolescent brain works, a presentation by 
Dr. Keith Jacobus, Wed., Mar. 21, 7-8 p.m., District 38 

Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Learn 
about the adolescent brain, and how to help adolescents 
maximize learning and studying. Info: 785-4223.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by cowboy music singer Barry Ward, Fri., Mar. 23, 
7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. $5 general public, 
$3 Black Rose Acoustic Society members. Info: www.B
lackRoseAcoustic.org or 633-3660. 

• Free Child ID Program by Monument Masonic 
Lodge, Sat., Mar. 31, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., Monument Wal-
Mart, 16218 Jackson Creek Pkwy. All children must 
be accompanied by at least one parent. Have a photo 
and fingerprints taken, complete a form and attach two 
strands of hair or fingernail clippings. Info: Ed Kinney, 
481-2750.

• Rocky Mountain Music Alliance Series, Sat., Apr. 21, 
7 p.m., Forestgate Presbyterian Church, 970 Northgate 
Rd. This classical concert features Michael Baron and 
Renato Premezzi, piano duo. Cost: $18-$22. Info: 484-
0192.

• Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale, Sat., Apr. 21, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. & Sun., Apr. 22, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Lewis-
Palmer High School, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument (I-25, 
Exit 161 or 158). The show will feature 60 antique 
dealers from several states. The Country Café will serve 
breakfast and lunch, including the ever-popular steak 
soup, and the Bake Sale will offer delectable desserts. 
Proceeds from this event benefit local nonprofit groups. 
Info: www.tlwc.net.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Colorado Rockhounding Exhibit. See mineral 
specimens including a smoky quartz crystal weighing 
over 100 pounds! The exhibit will run through Apr. 
30. Cost: $7 Adults, $6 AAA/Military, $5 Seniors & 
Students, $3 Children 4-12, free to children under 3 and 
Museum Members. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate 
Blvd., just off of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A, across 
from the north entrance to the U.S. Air Force Academy. 
Info: phone 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

To have your event listed in Our Community Calendar, 
please call 488-3455, or send the information to our_
community_calendar@hotmail.com or P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132.
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10% OFF Dry Cleaning*

10% OFF Alterations*

*With Coupon. Good Through 3/31/07.

� Dry Cleaning 
� Full-Service  

Laundry 
� Leather and  

Suede Cleaning 

� Wedding Gowns 
� Expert Alterations 
� One-Day Service 
� One-Hour Service 

on Many Items 

1736 Lake Woodmoor Drive ~ 481-4252 
Near Tri-Lakes Printing, Fitness Architects and the Library

 1445 Cipriani Loop ~ 481-0490
NEW LOCATION near the restaurants off Hwy 105 at Knollwood 

Home Delivery Available 

BASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHINGBASEMENT FINISHING 
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or  
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 
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Which of these
costly mistakes
will you make
when you sell
your home?

A new report has just been
released which reveals 7
costly mistakes that most
homeowners make when
selling their home and a 9
Step System that can help
you sell your home fast and
for the most money.
This industry report

shows clearly how the
traditional ways of selling
homes have become
increasingly less and less
effective in today’s market.
The fact of the matter is
that fully three-quarters of
homesellers don’t get what
they want for their home
and become disillusioned
and—worse—financially
disadvantaged when they
put their home on the
market.
As this report uncovers,

most homesellers make 7
deadly mistakes that cost
them literally thousands of
dollars. The good news is
that each and every one of
these mistakes is entirely
preventable.
In answer to this issue,

industry insiders have pre-
pared a free special report
entitled The 9 Step System
to Get Your Home Sold
Fast and For Top Dollar.
To hear a brief recorded

message about how to or-
der your FREE copy of this
report, call 800-941-5279
and entering ID #1000.
You can call anytime, 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.
Call NOW to find out

what you need to know
before you buy a home.

This report is courtesy of Mary Lynch,
sales representative of RE/MAX
Advantage Realty. Not intended to solicit
properties currently listed for sale.

© Copyright 2007.
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