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SERTOMA honors Ted Bauman and
Linda and Richard Pankratz

Above (L to R):
Bauman. . Photo by Mike Wicklund.

By Jim Kendrick

On December 29, the Monument Hill SER-
TOMA club named past president Ted Bau-
man its SERTOMAN of the Year for 2007/
2008. The 2007/2008 Service to Mankind
Award, the highest honor Sertoma can
bestow on a non-member, was given to
Richard and Linda Pankratz for their out-
standing contributions to our community
and their unselfish service to mankind.

Bauman joined the Monument Hill
SERTOMA Club in 1994 and has been
extremely active in supporting his club and
its activities. The club previously selected
Bauman for its G.E.M., Centurion, and

Tribune awards along with recognition for
three years of perfect attendance. He was
appointed club president in 2005 and led
the second largest SERTOMA Club to even
higher membership numbers. Bauman’s
accomplishments that were listed in the
Dec. 1 letter nominating him for this award
filled four full pages.

The club stated it was especially
grateful for the role the Pankratz’s played
in developing and supporting the annual
Empty Bowl Dinner for the benefit of those
less fortunate. For fifteen years since the
event’s inception in 1992, they have donat-
ed at least 100 bowls each year, handmade

Linda Pankratz, Richard Pankratz, Monument Hill SERTOMA Club President Robert Tuggle, and Ted

at their own Pankratz Gallery — a total of
more than 1,500 bowls.

“Linda and Richard Pankratz are
outstanding examples of living lives repre-
senting the very best qualities of Christian
principles and American values. As Ameri-
cans, we value the determination to follow
your own road, the ability to see opportu-
nity where others see obstacles, the internal
fortitude to keep faith with your beliefs in
times of difficulty and uncertainty, and to
stay with your dreams and obligations year
after year.”

Water for the future

By John Heiser
On December 4 and 5, the Donala Water
and Sanitation District held community
meetings to address current and future
sources of water for the Tri-Lakes area. At
each meeting Dana Duthie, Donala’s Gen-
eral Manager, made the same presentation

and then answered residents’ questions.
Below are highlights of Duthie’s presenta-
tion and the subsequent discussion:
Background
* Donala serves approximately 2,500
acres including Gleneagle, developments
along Struthers Road from the northern

edge of Struthers Ranch south to
Northgate Road, the Ridge at Fox Run,
Fox Pines, High Meadow at Fox Run,
and the currently undeveloped 180-acre
Brown Ranch on Roller Coaster Road
near Higby Road. The district also has
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MEXICAN RESTAURANT == CANTINA

WE UNDERSTAND

the responsibility of

RAISING A FAMILY.

We all feel the same commitment to care for our families. As
your good neighbor agent, | can help you meet your insurance
anwd financial needs. Call me today.

The Morris Faily -Welcos You To Come Dine
With Us On Our Relaxing New Outdoor Patio...

“Serving Fine Mexican Food Since 1950 and
We are the Only Southern Colorado Mexican Restaurant
Serving that FAMOUS New Mexican Style Cuisine.” ;
Patrick Hall, Agent

Ijj The ONLY restaurant in the Tri-Lakes area to :j 281 Highway 105

[ i 171617
CELEBRATE 7 DAYS A WEEK with HAPPY HOUR kAt p A
2:00pm - 5:30pm e

wisra_patrickhallagency com

Family Dining Cocktails - Margaritas
Mexican Dinners Wine - Imported Beer T
Steak - Shrimp & Your Favorite Spirits LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM IS THERE®

OrderToGo | 481-1234 sy

Open Daily 11:00 am —

2% 230 Front Street, Monument State Fam™ » Home Office: Bocmingaon, linsis
1‘,":}‘ www.lacasafiesta.net / WIFI Hot Spot

KELLER WILLIAMS

Clients' Choice

REALTY
Thinking of Buying or Selling?

Servicing all your Residential and Commercial needs!

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

-

- « Commitment to Service and Integrity
— . Over 270 Professional Real Estate Agents
. Aggressive Internet Marketing on Google, Trulia, KW,
Monument Office Cyberhomes & More

13710 Struthers Rd., Ste 120 ; :
Colorado Springs, CO 80921 « FREE Comparative Market Analysis
(719) 488-9099 « FREE Buyer Representation
. FREE Home Warranty, Home Inspection or Appraisal with
KELLER WILLIAMS

purchase of @ home from a KW agent (must present this ad)

Visit us at www.KwMonument.com
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A GREAT GIFT FOR
THE NEW YEAR!

16685 Roller Coaster Road, COS 80921
Lessons .p,.q, \\ & Horse Boarding -

*Year Round Environment *On site manager

*Group & Private *3 outdoor arenas
*1 lighted indoor

*Ages 7 - Adult R|d|ng Hopses r.owdes arena

Cel‘ﬁﬁed IﬂSh‘lICfOF ! : *4 large turnout

o.
*Certified 6(’ E}"ﬁ areas C
Horsemanship Assoc *Horse: Training,

W »
5|gn Up Now | 4'IXIety Ouﬂz Exercising &
*English Pleasure CQMem.mmn W Youngsters Started ®

*Western Pleasure PI .
*Dressage % US .
DIavery

*Snacks *Refrigerator
We Salute Thelr Braver

The Best Location in Woodmoor!! Over 3/4- The Perfect Palmer Lake Home! Walk-out Elegant custom home in Woodmoor! Over
acre treed lot. 5 bd, 3 ba, great room, formal rancher, over 3800 sq. ft., 5 br, 3.5 ba, large great 4200 sq. ft. home on .64 acre lot, trees, great
dining room, large eat-in kitchen, finished lower room, formal dining room, gourmet kitchen, fin- views of Pikes Peak! 4 br, 2.5 ba, large master
level, 2 fireplaces, fully landscaped yard with ished walk-out lower level with 2nd master suite, suite, 3 main level bedrooms, gourmet kitchen,
hot tub. Recently remodeled. Only $369,900!  rec rm with fireplace. Views! Only $429,900! 1,026 sq. ft, garage. Only $449,000!

£ Thinking of selling your home? Ccall Me € owas
1t Today!for 2 FREE WARKET i 2%

*Heated Lounge *Microwave

AMMWMWWEMIME

“Exclusive but not Expensiva”™

"‘Ha[r SEWI{:ESI. -.S.an SEWI'CES-- I Il Il I D D D B B B B B B .
Halr Extensions = Color Afiss Cver 40 Procedures Customized (o r ':
al Hair Straighleni i Skin T & Meed
| mmrﬁeﬁ;;gﬁs s Fac?;[; - H:;:cjngdpgnpabrss?an I NEW Yea I'—N eW YOU' |
Stephanie 719-510-3425 Rejuvenating Skin Peals I i
Faith 719-685-6988 RaeAnne T19-761-14585 10)1 ; Save $50 onany 12 0or18 |
- - " month membership!
ThampuY: Mestsod Detoxifying Foot Spa~ [V]| ! ™ P !
mum ' ; MESSEQE ?ﬂu 'Il'l'ﬂl'i'T MJB‘I."G rng FB‘SUJ'.'S I With this coupon. Good through Jan. 31, 2008. I
| Ra'-l'ﬂdmhmp Tlﬂﬂl:hni:ilw Call us directly or call the salon | —— |
Nancy 719-351-4307 718-481-1763 1737 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
| (T18)487-187T9
“*Body Wraps™ MonumentCO@AnytimeFitness.com

"Lose Those Extra Holiday Inches"
Mayan Chocolate Spice - Dead Sea Mud
Themogenic Fal Blaster - Evropean Moor Mud
| Call us directly or call the salon at 719-481-1763 Beautiful Custom Home

5 bd, 4 ba + office.
Beautifully upgraded for
comfort and style. Many
extras, wired for sound.
Stunning views!! $5,000
@ toward buyer’s closing
costs. Only $440,000.

Vil o webails e more infarmalion

www, TheVanityBox.com
Wast Ersl Canter - 755 Hy 105 Sule © - Bebwesn Morement and Paimar Lake |

Gift Certificates and Spa Packages Available |
Perfect Gift for One Who Deserves to be Pampered

ALOCRILARICICIAD

CroC CroGTo GO

An‘.lazing Value

r----------------------1
3 bd, 4 ba, 2 car garage.
' (o) 1 Gorgeous 2003, with
1 1 0 /0 OFF with this coupon* | finished walk-out lower-
| _ | level, backs to open
space. Great investment/
! vEAGLE WINE & SPIRITS ||l oo Ol
$222,000.
i I-25 & Baptist Road—Adjacent to King Soopers i Tour both homes at www.
I Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday 1 TellMeSomeMore.net
| offer military and healthcare workers bonus
I N 719-481-0708 . . | to buyers and sellers. Call for details.
| ° Over 1000 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines I Cher DeCoud, LHP, QSC
1 ° 300 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers i Associate Broker
 Fine Cigars < Wide Variety of Spirits Call Cher, start packing! o
[ i [ Cell: 494-5177
« Walk-In Wine Cooler N4
LEvcludespurhases of ke, dgarstes & ottr sl e Expires 13108 - VM. _ ] Weselmore.ne ERTIES, INC.
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WATER (Continued from page 1)

the right to pump water from the Fox Run regional park
even though the park is not in the district. El Paso County
granted the Fox Run park water rights in exchange for
wastewater treatment plant effluent needed to satisfy a
water augmentation plan for another park. The district’s
latest well was drilled in Fox Run Park and can produce
up to about 700 gallons per minute.

The district pumps water from aquifers in the
underground formation called the Denver Basin that

1435 Cipriani Loop, Monument
(719) 488-3358 ¢ www.gym4tykes.com

GYM@TIYKES

§ \ 8 R
B el el

Winter Session begins Jan. 7
Sign up for the 8-week session and receive
UNLIMITED Open Gym time!

Preschool Fitness Program

begins Jan. 7
Sign up your preschooler for 2, 3, or 4 days

a week at affordable prices. The program
runs each day from 11:45-2:45. Pick

up available at 11:30 at St. Peter

Catholic School. Sigh up now and

received UNLIMITED Open Gym timel

It's time to plan Birthday Parties!
Call today before the times fill up.

*\@ﬁ Now include cotton candy with your

"0 party! Kids will think you rock. You

can choose different setups
including our bounce house, slide, or Thomas
tunnels. No mess for you to clean up. We do
everything!

%
e/

extends from northern Colorado Springs to Greeley
and from the Front Range about half way to Kansas.
The four aquifers in the Denver Basin, from shallowest
to deepest, are the Dawson, Denver, Arapahoe, and
Laramie-Fox Hills.

The district has obtained legal rights to 2,907 acre-feet
of water per year in the Denver Basin aquifers. An acre-
foot is 326,851 gallons. Of the total, 453 acre-feet per
year are in the Laramie-Fox Hills aquifer, the deepest
of the four aquifers in the Denver Basin, in some cases
up to 3,000 feet below the surface. That water is not
currently used because it is expensive to pump and
difficult to treat. Another 254 acre-feet per year are
from tributary aquifers, meaning they are connected
to the surface water system. Water must be supplied
to local streams to wholly or partially replace water

i . .
T BW 74’\/ ﬂ/w/ M ?0@...
o 25% off
' Any Purchase!

thru 1/31/08

CHeck OurR WEBSITE FOR
CLAsS SCHEDULES!

New classes:

PMC and Polymer Clay!

245 Jefferson St., Monument
(located inside 2 Watts Creative)

www.BeadCorner.net
488-0889

THE

DEAD CORNER

pumped from tributary aquifers. That leaves about
2,200 acre-feet per year of useable water of which 200
acre-feet per year is reserved for the golf course leaving
2,000 acre-feet per year for customer use.

The district currently operates 15 wells, 13 of those
wells produce water that is treated for drinking and the
other two produce water for golf course irrigation.

At build-out, the district anticipates 3,000 single-
family house equivalents (SFE) up from the current
total of 2,700 SFE. With 2,000 acre-feet per year, that
allows 217,000 gallons per year per SFE. During 2006,
customer use averaged 140,000 gallons per SFE.

The district currently pumps from the Denver and
Arapahoe aquifers. While the static levels in the district’s
five Denver wells have remained fairly constant over the
years, the levels in the district’s seven Arapahoe wells
have shown declines, some as much as 400 feet since
1996. Other Arapahoe wells in the area have shown
similar or greater water level declines. The declines
result in reductions in the subterranean water pressure
that assists bringing the water to the surface. When
the water pressure drops to significantly, the aquifer is
termed “unconfined” which increases pumping costs
and reduces water production. The Denver aquifer in
much of the Front Range is unconfined. The Arapahoe
is about to become unconfined in parts of southern
Douglas County and has become unconfined in the
Highlands Ranch/Centennial area of northern Douglas
County.

. Although the Donala and Woodmoor Water and
Sanitation Districts can possibly meet the anticipated
demand through build-out in roughly 2030, the Triview
Metropolitan District, which serves the Jackson Creek
area and currently has about 1,000 SFE and a demand
of about 600 acre-feet per year, is projected at build-
out to need about 3,100 acre-feet per year, which is
almost as much water as the Donala and Woodmoor
districts combined. As a result, it is anticipated that by
about 2020, the Arapahoe aquifer in the Triview/south
Woodmoor area will become 80 percent unsaturated;
meaning only 20 percent of the water is left.

(Continued on page 8)

INFANTS

:Hope

Montessori Academy

Highway 105 & Furrow Road, Monument

PRESCHOOL

TODDLERS

Ages 6 weeks to 14 years!
For more information or
enrollment, please call
719-488-8723 or visit our

website.

www.montessorichild.com

PRIVATE ELEMENTARY

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

TRANSPORTATION
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Take Care of Yourself This Year

FACIALS I Spa Series for the

.
MASSAGE /f
\
NAILS Aﬂj whole year qvazlable
HAIR

\
WAXING \
MAKEUP .

GIFT SETS Q ella Vi
SPA PACKAGES

GIFT CERTIFICATES A Nataral Spa ‘gacd«'cgcte

LOCATED IN HISTORIC DOWNTOWN MONUMENT

125 SECOND STREET #B

719487 3123

GIFT CERTIFICATES AND SPA MENU AVAILABLE AT WWW.BELLA-VI.COM

Store Closing
January 31

Great bargains to be found for your
home decorating or gift giving. 20%
to 60% OFF almost everything in

the store.
Lamps
Rugs
Furniture
Original Art, Tapestries, Framed Art
Accessories
Silk Flowers, Arrangements & Trees
Gazebos, Arbors, Garden Statuary

Funkhouser’s

Corner of 2" Street and Washington Street in Historic Monument
10 am to 4 pm Monday through Friday
10 am to 3 pm on Saturday

481-6185

exclusively in January

~ _ Shari Blake Pet Services

@ Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593

CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’'RE AWAY

™

| 1!!

| g

We’re proud to bring you
the highest quality window
fashions, products and
services at guaranteed
best pricing, thanks to our
affiliation with

windows
Experience the ease and Call us tOday and

convenience of custom together we’ll turn

indow fashions th : .
window fashions the way great ideas into

spectacular windows!

* On-time appointments

* Best quality fabrication
* 10-year durability

* Best pricing guarantee

Interior Resources in Style
273 Washington Street
Monument, CO 80132

(719) 488-8814

www.ExcitingWindows.com/InteriorResources

Best Wishes for a
Wonderful 2008!

To all my clients: Thank
You for Your confidence
ln entrusting me with

8 oy WwLo st LVM,‘POY‘ta V\,t bath cottage located in an idyllic setting near National Forest. Beauti-  outcroppings, and Ute Valley Park. Quiet cul-de-sac location. 5 bed-
ful rock fireplace and original oak hardwood floors. Spectacular rooms and 4 baths, finished walk-out lower-level, huge fenced yard,
L VL\/& Stl/M.e V\/t 5 our M 0 VM«& | views. $242,000. Over ¥ ac. lot with space for extra building. and 3-car garage. District 11 schools Reduced to $329 900

# o Millions
719-641-7400 | Sold in

2007!
E [% We can build a

Colorado Spmgnl Meewmwrt  quality stick-built

Affordable & Prlvate'

1

32 Pineview Street, Palmer Lake — Cute 3 to 4 bedroom, 2 to 3 Tis very special one-owner home backs to open space with rock

Reduced'

wmmu home on your lot

Emsl anchffcclosprngs com model.

Search All Properties for less than $85 315 McShane, West Oak Ridge — Perfect Goetzmann home, open 17855 Fairplay Way, Woodmoor — 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, hard
andvellishomes. com floor plan, new carpet, new neutral paint, master bedroom with dou- wood floors throughout upper living area. Central air conditioning.
yelh - per sq. ft. Call me . . . . . . . :

: . ble walk-in closets, 5 piece master bath, two other light, bright bed- Over %-acre with trees on private cul-de sac. Shows beautifully.

'_!_:r Prudential to see our beautiful o plus bonus study/bedroom. Incredible landscaping. $299,000. $329,900.

All my Listings have Virtual Tours at www.AndyEllisHomes.com
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Winter Driving Tips (Part 2)

or “Getting a grip is hip”
By Steve Williams, Vice President, Operations, National Driver Training Institute

Last month I gave you five of my top 10 winter driving mistakes to avoid. This
article includes the remaining 5 tips. If you have been on the edge of your seat for
the past 30 days, go ahead and sit back. I would hate for you to fall. Let’s start with
a review of the first five winter driving mistakes:

1. Driving too fast for conditions: Driving should not feel like a “Slip-N-Slide”.
Under wet or icy conditions, the legal speed limit is often not advisable. Slow down.
2. Inappropriate Braking: Braking early is just one part of the equation. You
must also know what kind of brakes your vehicle is equipped with to brake properly
in an emergency.

3. Inappropriate Gear: Just because it is called “drive” does not mean you should
use it every time. Low gears enlist your engine and transmission to slow your
vehicle.

4. Over Accelerating: This is the fastest way to get into a power skid. I typically
combine items 1, 3, and 4 when I teach my students. Bad weather requires drivers
to accelerate gently, drive slowly, and brake early.

5. Skid Recovery: A one-line summary is just not sufficient to explain how to
handle a skid. Once you have read how to handle a skid, PRACTICE in a parking
lot. The seconds you lose in panic could mean the difference between “collision”
and “avoidance”.

6. Basic Visibility Concerns: Clean windows and lights are a must when driving in
winter conditions. You and I recognize this intuitively, but some of those other drivers

cannot see as clearly. Too often, drivers
APy y

neglect to clean all of the windows and
brush the snow from the top of the vehicle,
hood, and trunk. Snow left on the hood will
invariably end up on the windshield. Snow
left on the roof will end up on the back

. . ) -
snow conditions since the snow will reﬂect.-"'";l""

the light back at the driver.

window and on someone else’s windshield. q“"-." ) e
Additionally, use headlights on low beam ™ ; :

to make it easier to be seen by other drivers. H— :
Using high beams is not appropriate during LA .

7. Worn out wipers and empty wiper
fluid: Let’s face it, a hand squeegee is
just not an efficient way to clean your
windshield while driving. Next to brushing .
and scraping the windshield, the driver needs good windshield wipers to maintain
visibility. If you use a gas station car wash, be advised that the wax from these
washes will degrade your windshield wipers. Remember to wipe your wipers after
the wash. Old wipers or frozen wipers will not adequately clean the windshield and
may cause streaks of water that will freeze over. Ice on the windshield will further
wear-out the wipers and decrease their effectiveness.

When driving on Avenues, Boulevards, Highways, and Expressways, road dirt and
snow melting chemicals will splash on the windshield to further obstruct the driver’s
view. Wiper fluid is the only practical cleaning solution for windshields when the
vehicle is in motion, so the driver should make sure the washer fluid is available
before driving. It should go without saying wiper fluid is not an effective way to
remove ice from a frozen windshield (a hand scraper is the preferred tool). Washer
fluid will help clean the windshield if dirt and chemicals splash on it but the fluid
should only be used when the vehicle is warm. I recommend a hydrophobic wiper
fluid like “Rain-ex” brand to reduce freeze-over.

8. Neglecting Maintenance: You (yes, you), schedule your next vehicle service
now. Properly maintained vehicles can run for over 300,000 (that’s three hundred
thousand) miles. Most vehicles don’t make it too far past 100,000 miles. Fall is the
time to have your vehicle winterized. Have a reputable mechanic check the tires
(tires have their best adhesion for the first 20,000 miles) as well as the drive belts,
heating/cooling system, antifreeze levels, engine fluid levels, etc.

9. Misunderstanding vehicle technology: We discussed ABS previously. Other
technologies that are misunderstood include traction control and 4 wheel drive
transmission. Traction control systems will help a driver in slippery conditions by
applying more power to wheels that are not slipping. 4 wheel and all wheel drive
transmissions also distribute power to all the wheels instead of just the two front
or two back wheels. In both cases, these technologies will help the prudent driver
get out of a sticky situation, but neither of these technologies is designed to allow

With convenient testing centers at:

New Year

o By - : -' ] - ; -
//l .' I of l;ri. .- ".-}I "-_:::'
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> i L
F . ‘. -
i & -

a driver to drive as though icy roads are actually clean and dry. In other words,
four wheel drive is not a license to drive recklessly on snow or ice. It can not get
you out of a skid, although it may help you get back on the road after slide off .

. Drivers of vehicles with these and related technologies should still exercise
caution when roads are wet or slick.

10. Forgetting essentials: In the event of a collision, a blizzard, or becoming
stuck away from home for any other reason, the stranded driver will want to have
some winter specific emergency items ready. The list of potential emergency
items can become very large and daunting. The actual emergency kit should be
constructed based on the kind of trip the driver is taking. Some possible winter
emergency equipment includes: Wool blankets*, snow boots, warm socks*, water
resistant gloves®, a hat, a whistle, flashlight with extra batteries, metal mirror or
reflective device, 3 inch diameter candle, waterproof matches or lighter, flares
or bright orange (or red) cloth for signaling*, large trash bag, Swiss army knife,
duct tape, compass, map, jumper cables*, bag of sand (this will help melt snow or
ice as well as provide traction under the tires--rock salt or kitty litter will work)*,
a gallon of water*, granola or trail mix*, first aid kit*, ice scraper*, tire chains*,
small shovel*, cell phone*, and extra windshield washer fluid*. Ok, I admit, you
will need to tow a trailer to carry all this stuff, so I have marked the most common
emergency items with an asterisk. In the spring, I suppose I will have to explain
how weighing your car down is bad for gas mileage . . .

So far, our winter weather has been surprisingly beautiful, but snow will sneak up
on you at a moments notice so grab a few of those essentials an put them in your
car or truck now.

Use all ten tips to make your winter driving safer and more comfortable, but if
that is too much for you, make a New Year’s resolution to follow tips 1, 3, and 4:

Accelerate Gently, Drive Slowly, Brake Early.

This month’s video is a short clip to remind us that bad weather does not cause
collisions, rather, driver reactions (or lack thereof) cause collisions.

www.USDriverTraining.com/DriverEdColumn3.ph

Since I have some extra room, I would like

o~ to open the topic of training methodology

F o i in my industry. Even with tips to teach

P. . our own teen to drive, the state, or the

B P o tate of your relationship with your teen,

may require you to seek the help of
professional instructors.

Driver education and training has been an
industry for over fifty years. Curiously,
while vehicles, roadways, and the
challenges that drivers face have changed
% - dramatically, the methodology behind
teaching has not changed much. For
) %,I fm instance, “old sghool” Qriver educaFion
separates class instruction and driver
training by compressing 30 hours of study into 3 eight-hour days or 5 six-hour
days. Upon completion of the 30 class hours, the student is allowed to begin
in-car instruction. This is called the “block method” of instruction. The block
method is easy and convenient for instructors as well as cost effective for schools.
Students, however, tend to forget most of what is presented in class. Studies show
that students will typically remember what time class ends, and that they need to
wear long sleeves in case they drool when they fall asleep.

We advocate the “concurrent method” of instruction, where the student completes
a section of class work then applies what was learned in the car before moving on
to the next section of class work. This is similar to science lab in high school, but
nobody gets sprayed in the face with acid.

Concurrent training works for the student because the class study and the practical
exercises reinforce one another. The student gets a better grasp of both. The
school, however, has a much greater challenge in scheduling.

We handle the scheduling difficulties by providing private in-car instruction.
In addition to helping us schedule lessons appropriately, the student is given
undivided attention and fewer distractions in the car. Without students in the
back seat, no one falls asleep in the vehicle; and parents are encouraged to ride
along and observe.

Next month, I will continue with training methodology. As always, your questions
and comments are welcome. Just send an e-mail to:
HSLDACOLUMN @NationalDriverTraining.com

For more information about driver education or the National Driver Training
Institute, please visit our website at www.NationalDriverTraining.com or call one
of our testing centers below.

14311 E.4th St 4432 Austin Bluffs Pkwy 1040 S. Raritan St 478 Malley Dr 17727 Cottonwood Dr
Aurora, CO 8001 | Colorado Springs, CO 80918 Denver, CO 80223 Northglenn, CO 80233  Parker, CO 80134
303-343-8100 719-266-4700 303-922-1000 303-255-2675 720-876-0400

Driving skills tests are subject to availability.
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Report to the Community * January 2008

Dear Lewis-Palmer Patrons:

As we look forward to the new year, Lewis-Palmer School District is gearing up for the opening
of the District’s second high school, Palmer Ridge. Unfortunately, this will occur in the midst

of a significant budget challenge. At the December Board of Education meeting, after much
discussion and deliberation, our school Board charged the District’s administration to open
PRHS in the fall of 2008 and close the current budget gap. The following is a brief summary of

the major budget items covered at the December Board meeting:

u-pdate
o
In Pursuit of Excellence

2006-2007: Expenditures exceeding revenues by $1.8 million. (Undesignated reserves

remaining - $3.9 million.)

2007-2008: Budgeted expenditures exceeding revenues by $1.05 million (as of 6/07).
2007-2008: Revised budgeted expenditures exceeding revenues by $1.8 million (as of 11/07).

(Estimated undesignated reserves remaining — $2.1.)

Main causes of the current budget gap (2007/2008 school year):

1) The District missed budgeted growth projections by 62.5 students, and the difference in

revenue was $394,000.

2) As a result of the current economy, the District received less revenue from specific ownership

taxes, resulting in a budget gap of $304,000.

3) The District incurred increased utilities costs, totaling approximately $100,000.

LPSD Open Enroliment Begins
January 8, 2008

LPSD’s open enrollment period will begin
January 8 and extend through February 1.

Open enrollment is limited by space
availability, staffing, and program capacity
at each school. In situations where there are
more applications than openings, returning
students will be given priority, and the
remaining available school assignments will
be determined by lottery selection.

The first step taken to address the budget gap was an immediate reduction in expenditures

($250,000 for the current fiscal year, with undesignated reserves adjusted to $2.35 million).
The next step will be an examination of all cost centers across the District, resulting in a multi-

Please visit the District web site for more
information.

year plan to close the budget gap. The information gained from this process will be presented

to the Board of Education at a special meeting scheduled for January 10, 2008.

| will continue to provide updates to the community as we move forward

through this process.

Dr. Raymond H. Blanch, Superintendent of Schools

Palmer Ridge High School Construction Update

Construction for PRHS is on budget and on time for fall 2008. Utilities
for the building have been connected for some time now, and the next
major step is the installation of exterior windows. Within the interior of
the building, crews are already working on drywall and painting. At
any given time, there are approximately 150 workers on site.

Some unique “green” features of PRHS include a geothermal system
that provides an environmentally-friendly solution for heating and
cooling the building. (Big Red has been operating on a similar,
smaller-scale system for the last four years.) The geothermal system
consists of approximately 200 wells that are 400 feet deep. These
wells use the 57 degree soil temperature (which remains consistent
throughout the year) to provide a base air temperature for the
heating/cooling system. For example, if the air needs to be heated
to 68 degrees, the heating system will do far less work than if it were
taking the air temperature at 20 degrees and bringing it up to 68
degrees. This geothermal system will save significant utility dollars and
release less pollutants into the atmosphere. Another unique feature
of the building is that every classroom is lit by natural light, even the
gymnasiums. When the light comes into a room, it hits a “light shelf”
just below the window and diffuses throughout the room. This use of
natural light will also reduce the building’s dependency on electricity.

In addition, there is a small section of the roof (located above the
art classrooms) designated for a “green” roof, and future areas of
expansion may also be converted to “green” roofing. (Currently, a
dedicated group of volunteers is seeking grant dollars for this project.)

The following are some benefits of “green” roofs:

* Protect the roof membranes, resulting in a longer life span for the roof
* Save on heating and cooling (e.g., reduce heat loss by 25%)

* Reduce storm water runoff

* Provide water filtration

* Provide a habitat for wildlife

(Please visit www.greenroofs.org for more information.)

In addition, the environmentally-friendly design of Palmer Ridge will
provide educational opportunities for students of all ages. As an
example, elementary students on field trips to the school will be able to
see the building heating and cooling with the geothermal system via a
computer inferface. And most importantly, this commitment to building
“green” sefs a meaningful example for our students and provides a
good investment of the tax dollars entrusted to the District.

A public tour is scheduled for January 20, with times to be announced
soon.
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WATER (Continued from page 4)

* For the past 15 years or
longer, it has been understood
that Denver Basin water is
a depleting resource, not a
renewable source. Since the
problem is area-wide, about
4 years ago, the local water
districts formed the Palmer
Divide Water Group. In
2007, that organization was
reorganized as the Pike Peak
Regional Water Authority
(PPRWA). The current PPRWA
members are the Cherokee
Metropolitan District, City
of Fountain, Donala, Town
of Monument, Town of
Palmer Lake, Triview, and
Woodmoor. As one of its first
projects, the PPRWA funded a
Water Infrastructure Planning
Study (WIPS), which will be
completed by the end of the
2007. Among other things, the
study is expected to identify
infrastructure  needed to
interconnect the local districts
so water can be moved to
where it is needed.

Using the initial results from
the WIPS project, Donala has
set forth a four-part solution:
conservation, maximum
use of existing resources,
sustainability, and renewable
water supply.

Conservation

“It simply makes sense.” The
American public uses 120
gallons per person per day
in house. The British use 36
gallons per person per day.
The Australians use 31. It is
a political hot potato. Water
districts on the Western Slope
of Colorado oppose efforts to
pump water to the Front Range
because they think we are
abusing what we have. In order
to receive state funding, the
state is now requiring written
conservation plans with stated
goals and specifics about how
those goals will be reached.

Donala’s irrigation rationing
program initiated in 2007
has a goal of a 15 percent
reduction in irrigation use.
Donala customers actually
used 5 percent more during the
summer of 2007 than during
the corresponding period in
2006; however, there were
more rain days during the
summer 2006 than in 2007.
Comparing hot and dry June
2006 to hot and dry June 2007,
Donala customers overall used
11 percent less water in 2007
under the irrigation rationing
program. Some customers
have defeated the purpose of
the program by increasing

their watering on the allowed
days. In June 2007, over 600
customers used more than
40,000 gallons.

26 customers have installed
Evapo-Transporation (ET)
controllers that use a variety
of data to optimize irrigation.
Even though the ET controller
program offers the potential
of about 20 percent water
savings over a year, it can
result in a perception of
abuse and unfairness because
it may irrigate on days not
allowed under the rationing
program. The ET controllers
are designed for optimum
root structure for Kentucky
Bluegrass. So instead of
encouraging a decrease in
use of the water-intensive
bluegrass, the ET controller
program can be viewed as
facilitating more bluegrass
use. Before recommending
additional ET  controller
installations, the district plans
to analyze the data for the
2008 irrigation season.
Starting January 1, the district
is offering rebates to customers
for conservation measures
such as sprinkler system rain
sensors and water saving
appliances and fixtures.

The district is encouraging
residents to implement
xeriscaping. Although redoing
landscaping can be expensive,
substantial savings on water
bills and maintenance costs
and time can offset those
expenses. There is more
information on the Donala
web site and at www.csu.org/
environment/xeriscape
and  www.cwcb.state.co.us/
conservation.

Maximizing use of

existing resources

Donala currently maximizes
use of existing resources by
making sure it has enough
wells to pump all the water
needed, using reuse water
from the wastewater treatment
plant for golf course irrigation,
and using water from Jake’s
Lake on Gleneagle Drive
across from Antelope Trails
Elementary School. Jake’s
Lake is fed by springs near
Holbein Drive. That water is
piped to the upper pond at the
golf course. Any water used
from that source must be offset
by effluent sent downstream
from the wastewater plant.

The cone of influence of the
district’s fifteen wells overlap
although a couple more wells
could be added in the north
and east corner of the district.

The =& House

Phone: (719) 314 9447
Website: theabchouse.net

Mom's Morning Qut every Thursday & Friday 9:30 to

2:30pm/$20 multi child discount available.

Flexible child care with advanced reservations and very
reasonable rates.
Call to schedule a preview of the home and interview with
the care provider.
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. Static water elevations in Donala’s 7 wells in the Arapahoe aquifer. The levels have

shown declines, some as much as 400 feet since 1996. Other Arapahoe wells in the area have
shown similar or greater water level declines. Below: Donala board member Dennis Daugherty

welcomes residents to the Dec. 5 meeting. Photo by John Heiser.

“We have pretty much maxed
out the number of wells we
need for the build-out that we
have. We have kept well ahead
of it. We have enough wells
that we could lose two or three
at a time and still provide the
supply we need.”

Although effluent from the
wastewater treatment plant
is being used for golf course
irrigation and to replace
water from tributary sources,
there are still about 350 acre-
feet per year (114 million
gallons) being released down
Monument Creek. Processing
that effluent so it can be
included in the water sources
for local districts is called
“indirect potable reuse.” This
would involve  additional
treatment of the water,
pumping the water upstream,
and releasing it about one
mile north of Monument Lake
where it would mix with the
existing surface water flows.
After the water is drawn from
Monument Lake, it would be
pumped to Lake Woodmoor
where additional treatment
would be done before the water
would be introduced into the
local water supply systems. A
similar process is being used
in Florida and California and
has been used in Australia
for years. There are many
regulations, health concerns,
and public perception issues
that must be addressed.

As a point of reference, the
effluent  presently  being

released from the wastewater
treatment plant goes down

Monument Creek to the
Colorado Springs  Utilities
plant on Austin Bluffs

Boulevard where it is treated
and provided to Colorado
Springs  customers.  The
process is repeated with
effluent from the Colorado
Springs  wastewater  plant
flowing down to Pueblo and
so on to La Junta, Lamar,
Kansas, and all the other cities
and towns along the Arkansas
River from here to New
Orleans. It is undefined when
indirect potable reuse water
becomes indistinguishable
from surface water. Aurora is
currently implementing a $755
million indirect potable reuse
project. The PPRWA project
is estimated to cost about $47
million.

Sustainability

Each local district
independently manages their
well operations. One of the
proposed improvements would
be to coordinate well field
operations so as to extend
the life of the aquifers by
minimizing simultaneous
use of the same aquifers by
neighboring wells.

Another plan is to implement
satellite well fields where
pumping would have less effect
on the operation of the local
wells. One proposed location
would be the Spruce Mountain
Ranch about 5 miles north of

Palmer Lake. It was the well
field location for the planned
INVenergy project, which
was recently cancelled by Xcel
Energy. The Greenland Open
Space area from County Line
Road halfway to Castle Rock
is another possible location.
Exporting any water from
Douglas County could face
political and bureaucratic
obstacles.

Renewable water
Renewable water in Colorado
is West Slope snowmelt.
According to the Colorado
Constitution, water in
Colorado belongs to all of
Colorado. The right to use
water from a specific source
such as pumping water
from West Slope rivers is
determined through a network
of water courts.

Various projects have been
proposed including Aaron
Million’s Green River project
that, if successful, would
bring about 265,000 acre-feet
per year to the Front Range.
A project being proposed by
the Northern Colorado Water
Conservancy District would
dam the Yampa River near
Dinosaur National Park and
pump about 300,000 acre-
feet per year to the Front
Range. The combined demand
from the PPRWA members
is about 25,000 acre-feet
per year. Areas to the north
of the Tri-Lakes area have

(Continued on page 10)
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TAEKWONDO
CENTER

Thanks to the overwhelming
support of this wonderful

community, we have outgrown our
existing space! The U.S. Taekwondo

Center is proud to announce the

Grand Opening Saturday, January
19, 2008 of our NEW 9,000 sq. ft.
building next to Wal-Mart.

We are honored to be a part of
such a great community! Thank
you for all of your support!

Due to the terrific response from
this community, we will give out 25
more tuition discounts in addition
to the 50 already filled.

50% OFF Tuition?

First 25 new members only
with this coupon. Good through January 31, 2008.

www.coloradoblackbelt.com
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WATER (Continued from page 8)

anticipated shortfalls of about
400,000 acre-feet per year so
it is unlikely that there will be
water left over from any of the
proposed projects to service
the local area.

Farmers in Colorado own or
use 85 percent of the water.
The soil in this high plains area
is not optimized for farming.
The farmers can often make
more money selling their
water than selling crops.
Rotating fallowing is a way to
retain part of the farmland in
production while converting
part of the water for residential
use. The PPRWA is looking at
the so-called “Super Ditch”
project that would collect
Arkansas River agricultural
water and sell or lease it to
local water providers such as
the PPRWA members. There
are many political issues to
be addressed, considerable
competition for the water from
others including Colorado

r~— -

SUPERPLOW.

Springs and Aurora, and the
infrastructure to transport the
water will be very expensive.
Despite those concerns, a
study is underway to assess
the feasibility and costs of the
project.

Some form of consolidation
or coordination of the local
districts will be needed to
oversee the operation of
local storage facilities, well
fields, treatment plants, and
distribution systems.

Costs and schedule
When it is completed, the
WIPS study will include
an estimate of the costs for
changes needed to the local
infrastructure.

The initial figure for the
indirect potable reuse project
is $47 million.

The Super Ditch study will
estimate costs for that project.
Indirect potable reuse and a
satellite well field projects
could be implemented by
about 2012.

The target for access to

For Homeowner and
Commercial Use

renewable water is 2020.
Conservation is needed now
to reduce the rate of aquifer
depletion.
What about limiting
growth?
Growth is a political decision
made by town and county
elected officials. The local
water providers do not have
control over what projects are
approved; however, there have
been discussions held with
Monument that approving
3,400 houses in Jackson Creek
would be ridiculous given the
amount of water available.
The current economic
slowdown is beneficial in
that it is giving local water
providers more time to solve
the problem. The Promontory
Pointe and Sanctuary Pointe
projects have been put on hold.
The Home Place Ranch project
is for sale.
Taxes and tap fees from
the growth and especially
industrial and commercial

growth are needed to help fund
the additional infrastructure.

Summary
Donala will not run out of
water any time in the near
future but the water is not
going to last forever.
Other local districts are in
worse shape.
The local water providers must
work together to solve the
problem.
Residents need to conserve
water in any way they can.

Q&A

What  about year-round
rationing? There have been
areas that do that and impose
very high rates on those whose
usage exceeds specified levels.
Plans have been presented
to build a water park in the
area. Shouldn’t residents
have priority over that kind
of use? Basically the project is
a hotel and a swimming pool
with a winding canal going
indoors and outdoors. On the
other hand, it does not make a

COLORADO

719.457. 3532

A UNIVERSAL SNOW PLOW

OUR PLOW CAN BE USED ON TRUCKS, SUVS, AND VANS THAT CANNOT ACCEPT FRONT
MOUNT PLOWS SUCH AS TOYOTA TUNDRAS, CHEVY 2500, FORD F150, AND MANY MORE

lot of sense to put a year-round
outdoor swimming pool at
7,000 feet.

What role does the state or
county government have in
financing water projects?
Quite a bit of state funding
is available. We have gotten
state funding for some of the
studies we have done. The
state loan for the wastewater
treatment plant expansion is
at a rate of 3.2 percent. There
is federal funding available.
The county has no funding.
A public-private partnership
with someone like Bechtel can
also work.

Why did Donala support
a waiver of the 300-year
water availability rule for
the golf course townhome
development? The part of the
golf course proposed for the
townhome development came
to Donala under the 100-year
rule. The 300-year rule was
created in 1986 as a growth
control measure. It does not
apply to towns and cities so it
does not apply to Monument or
Jackson Creek. All of Donala
except the Struthers Ranch
was platted and in Donala
before 1986. The 19 acre-feet
of water per year estimated
to be used by the townhome
development is about the same
if not less than that allocated to
that area of the existing golf
course. It does not change the
maximum allocation of 200
acre-feet for the golf course.
The golf course has spent a
lot of money installing the
irrigation system using reuse
water that has been a benefit to
the district and its customers.
Growth could take 5 years
or more to recover. Isn’t this
the time to plan rather than
to start implementation?
Water rights and land for water
storage need to be acquired
whenever they are available
before the costs become
prohibitive. Having access to
renewable water would give
us the best of both worlds with
river water during wet years
and aquifer water during times
of drought.

What about recharging the
aquifers? Colorado Springs
is doing some of that now but
you have to have very good
quality water to pump into
the wells. The state engineer
and health department are not
going to let us contaminate the
aquifers. Colorado Springs has
good quality surface water.
Donala does not have any
surface water. The Cherokee
Metropolitan ~ District  has
a project to recharge the
Upper Black Squirrel alluvial
aquifer with reuse water but

740 SynTHES AVENUE MoNUMENT, CO 80132 INFO(@SUPERPLOWCOLORADO.COM
For mounting & plowing video go to www.superplowcolorado.com

RUGGED AND REVOLUTIONARY, A uNIQUE REAR-MOUNTED
SNOWPLOW WITH BENEFITS YOU CAN’T FIND IN ANY OTHER PRODUCT.

SeveN (7) or EiGHT (8) FooT PLow WiTH MOUNTING/STORAGE CART $2,495.00 * ReMoTE INsTALLATION KiT $200.00 -OR- DRIVER
SwiTcH INsTALLATION $165.00 * HitcH ADAPTER (NOT NECESSARY IN ALL CASES) $99.95 * FREIGHT SHIPPING AND HANDLING $300.00
¢ INsTALLATION KIT INSTALLED BY SUPER PLow CoLorapo $75.00 « DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

in that case the water is filtered
through surface soil before it
reaches the aquifer.
sttt skt skok
The Donala board will hold its
next regular meeting on Tuesday,
January 22 at 2 p.m. at the Donala
office, 15850 Holbein Drive.
Meetings are normally held at 1:
30 p.m. on the third Wednesday
of each month. The district’s Web
site is at www.donalawater.org.
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By John Heiser

At the December 13 monthly meeting of
the Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority
(PPRWA), Steve Price of Boyle Engineer-
ing presented a report on Boyle’s engi-
neering study for the project proposed to
transport water north to the Tri-Lakes area
from fallowed fields on farms along the
lower Arkansas River. In addition, Daniel
Niemela of Bishop-Brogden Associates
reported on the nearly completed Water
Infrastructure Planning Study (WIPS)
project, and Dick Brown, the PPRWA’s
lobbyist, reported on the meeting held No-
vember 30 with Colorado legislators.

The members of the authority as of
January 1:
* Cherokee Metropolitan District
+ City of Fountain
* Donala Water & Sanitation District
* Town of Monument
* Town of Palmer Lake
* Triview Metropolitan District
* Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District
Phil Steininger, manager of the Woodmoor
district and president of the authority, pre-
sided at the meeting.

Lower Arkansas agricultural
water project

Price reviewed the assumptions to be
used in conducting the engineering study.
He noted that the study assumes 50,000
acre-feet will be supplied each year. The
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Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, December 13

Authority looks at bringing
agricultural water to the Tri-Lakes area

assumed timing of the availability of the
water will be based on a similar project in
the Arkansas Valley. The assumed timing
of demand for the water will be based on
data developed during the WIPS project.
According to Price, three supply/
demand scenarios will be evaluated:

* Delivery of water as it is available from
the irrigation companies: No storage
would be provided at either end other
than two weeks of operational storage.
This scenario would result in high-end
costs for pumps and pipes.

* Constant delivery spread over 12
months: This would result in low-end
costs for pumps and pipes and would
impose costs for seasonal storage.

» Seasonal delivery: More water would
be delivered during run-off months
but water would still be delivered year-
round. This would result in medium
costs for pumps and pipes and would
impose costs for seasonal storage.

Water treatment will be assumed to be near

the Arkansas River so treatment waste will

not need to be pumped/piped. The study
will look at ways to ensure that the final
water quality will match the current best
quality of the participating utilities. Vari-
ous types of treatment will be evaluated.

Reverse osmosis will be considered the

least desirable treatment option due to

the need for and difficulty of concentrate
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disposal.

Price said preliminary results of the
study will be ready by the end of January
or early February and will be presented
at the PPRWA meeting February 20. The
final report is scheduled for early to mid-
March.

Tri-Lakes area infrastructure

study nearly complete
Neimela reported that the WIPS study of
Tri-Lakes area water infrastructure and
what improvements are needed is nearly
complete. He said the last technical meet-
ing will be held January 9 and final bound
reports will be available January 25.

Dana Duthie, General Manager of
the Donala Water and Sanitation District,
raised concerns about some of the data and
conclusions in the preliminary report.

Expenditures during 2007 for the
WIPS study totaled $211,711.

Legislative briefing
Brown reported on the meeting they had
with Colorado legislators November 30.
The purpose of the meeting was to solicit
the legislators’ support for legislation help-
ful in solving PPRWA member districts’
water supply issues. Brown noted that
many pieces of water legislation are ex-
pected this year.
Bishop resigns from Triview

Larry Bishop, manager of the Triview
Metropolitan District announced that he is

Plictogrgpin for

#ﬂ'i:t_f‘ _A 7"{*

resigning. His last day is January 11.

In his parting remarks, Bishop said,
“I have watched this group come together
through a lot of meetings and become a co-
hesive group, which still respects a variety
of viewpoints. The future of the Pikes Peak
Regional Water Authority is bright and be-
cause of that the future of northern El Paso
County is also bright.”

2008 Budget approved
The PPRWA approved its 2008 budget
totaling $384,000. Some of the expendi-
tures were $148,000 for consultant fees,
$180,000 for projects, and $30,000 for pub-
lic relations. Membership dues of $25,000
per member organization provide $175,000
in revenue. Most of the other revenue
comes from grants and members’ share of
project costs.
skokskoskdkokskokok ok

The next meeting of the Pikes Peak Re-
gional Water Authority will be on January
16 at 8:30 a.m. at Monument Town Hall,
166 Second Street. The meetings are held
on the third Wednesday of each month at
8:30 a.m. Most of the meetings will be held
at Monument Town Hall; however, the
meetings on March 19 and October 15 will
be held at the Cherokee Metropolitan Dis-
trict office, 6250 Palmer Park Boulevard in
Colorado Springs, and the meeting June 18
will held at the City of Fountain office, 116
S. Main in Fountain.

Reserve your 2008 Wedding during lanuary
or February and receive an additional
$200.00 Print Credit

2 - 7¥7 40 page Coffee table Parent Books.
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ray@lifelongphotography.com
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Academy Water and Sanitation District, December 5

Board leaning toward merger with Donala

By Susan Hindman
Merging with Donala Water and Sanitation District is
looking like more of a reality after the Dec. 5 Academy
board meeting. Donala had given Academy a “Bullet Pa-
per,” detailing the advantages and conditions of an inclu-
sion. Board members considered it more acceptable than
previous correspondences.

Dan Elders

P0. Box 652
Monument, CO 80132
719.650.4249

Fire Proofing

Free Estimates (0f Course)
Since 1995

AVGR
SQUIRREL

TREE SERVICE

All Ages * All Levels * All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 20 years'
Teaching Experience

Call Mike at 487-8435

Distinctive Designs for Print and Digital Media

Outsource your corporate and marketing
communications with Cazz Designs and get
cost-effective, high-quality results.

» Document Layout and Design
« Corporate Literature

+ Marketing and Sales Collateral

Complimentary consultations Reasonable rates

www.cazzdesigns.com 719.338.2776

Handy Man
Master Carpenter
Interior and Exterior
Finishing and Repairs
Cabinetry

Doors and Windows :
»Outbuildings Built and Repaired
Custom Trim '

Decks, Porches, Gazebos
Larry Blasgen 494-2131

Over 30 Years’ Experience
in Home Remodeling and Building

= Small Jobs Welcome! =

Discussion focused on a possible counter proposal
that would deal with points of contention, the main ones
being acceptable compensation for Academy’s assets and
up-front money Donala is asking for. The original amount
Donala wanted, $800,000, has increased because of infla-
tion, since the offer was first made in the late spring, and
because of more realistic numbers received from the engi-
neers. The figure is now closer to $1.16 million.

Because of changing state regulations regarding the
monitoring of ammonia in the wastewater, the district
is faced with two options: build a new wastewater treat-
ment facility or merge with Donala, which would link its
wastewater system to Academy’s. A new facility would
run Academy at least $800,000 and likely more, consid-
ering ongoing increases in construction material and the
cost of hiring experienced facility operators. In addition,
state and federal regulations are likely to increase over the
years, costing more in upgrades.

The board acknowledged that an expected increase
in wastewater regulations and growing regional concerns
over water sources make it a difficult time to be a small,
independent district. Academy’s water supplies are very
strong, making water one of the district’s biggest assets.

But water concerns have heightened the importance
of membership in the Pikes Peak Regional Water Author-
ity, a group of area water providers that addresses water
supply issues. But Academy can’t afford the increased
membership fees of $25,000. Board members seemed
painfully aware of the difficulties of “going it alone” and
said their first concern is doing what’s best for the district’s
residents in the long run.

Counterproposal thoughts

Board members and the district’s lawyer, Paul Murphy,
objected to the lack of consideration Donala has given to
the value of the Academy district’s assets. Assets include
water and sewer pipe in the ground, water tanks, the
pumping station, the lift station, the water plant, the sewer
lagoon, three wells, the property, money in the bank, and
other more minor equipment.

Treasurer Walter Reiss said he felt the district was be-
ing asked to pay for everything and insisted there be more
in this for Academy than is currently being offered.

“From our current audit report, our net capital assets
are $2,310,600,” he said, which would include assets that
can be depreciated such as land, easements, and facilities.
It is “what we own and our people have paid for.” Reiss
suggested that Donala buy Academy’s capital assets, and
Academy would take care of its current outstanding liabil-
ities, keeping all cash assets. Once the bond was paid off
(in 2014), “then whatever’s left will be equally distributed
among the total district (residents).... To me this is more
equitable,” he said.

Though this view wasn’t shared by all, a counterpro-
posal was deemed a good idea.

President Richard DuPont quoted from an article writ-
ten by Donala’s general manager Dana Duthie in the recent
Donala Times, in which Duthie talks about the benefits of
the merger, including access to Academy’s water supply.
DuPont noted it was the first time Donala had admitted
that water is a benefit, “even though they’ve never talked
to the Academy board about it.” In fact, Donala’s “Bullet

Paper” plays down the importance of Academy’s water.

Although the immediate issue is wastewater treat-
ment, DuPont feels that the bigger issue in the long run is
water. “Everything I'm reading and (Operator Jerry Jacob-
sen) is being exposed to ... (is that) in 10 years, this little
district will be in trouble,” he said.

At the time talk of a merger first began in the spring,
the Academy board preferred to explore outside options,
and DuPont said he took responsibility for delaying direct
action toward a merger. Now, he said, it was time to make
a decision about what avenue to pursue: “We have enough
information to do that.”

Each board member in turn offered his thoughts.
The majority were inclined to present a counterproposal
to Donala that would make a merger more “financially
agreeable.”

Director Ron Curry, who said he has been leaning to-
ward consolidation from the start, said he was appreciative
of the expertise of Academy’s board members and pointed
out that going it alone would be especially difficult as the
years go by and the board membership changes. “If we
pursue our own path, it will cost us a tremendous amount
of money, and we won’t have the people here to run it,” he
said.

Director Jim Weilbrenner is solidly for consolidation,
saying the expenses of running a wastewater facility and
all the other anticipated costs “just scares me. And we lose
out because we can’t (afford to) be a member of the Pikes
Peak Water Authority, and that’s the future.” He added that
once the current bond is paid off in 2014, there may be
more bonds needed.

Jacobsen said, “I think the issues facing Academy are
increasing regulations, increasing energy costs, and in-
creasing operation and management costs.” Another issue
is the shrinking labor pool for state-certified operators, so
“the competition is steep.” He said, “I see these as major
hurdles.”

He added that “our main asset would be our water, but
that isn’t included” in the Donala point list.

Three board members will be working on a coun-
terproposal over the next month, focusing on how the
district’s assets are to be treated. Murphy said, “We need
to tell them our assets do have some value, some of which
don’t show up on (the ‘Bullet Paper’).” Reiss said, “I’'m just
looking for a level playing field.”

Resident Sue Wielgopolan thanked the board for its
hard work in this matter. She said she believes a merger
with Donala is the only solution. She also said the board
did the right thing in raising rates, noting Academy’s rates
had been very low.

Miscellaneous
The board will be putting liens on three properties cur-
rently in foreclosure. Those properties owe several
hundred dollars each, and payment has been repeatedly
requested.
seskskosfeoskokkokok

The Academy Water and Sanitation District board meets
at 7 p.m. the first Wednesday of every month at the fire sta-
tion on Sun Hills Drive. The next meeting is Jan. 2.
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Academy Water and Sanitation District, January 2

Another step taken toward merger

By Susan Hindman
After meeting with a few members of the Donala Water
and Sanitation District board, Academy’s board president
Richard DuPont said, “We’ve opened the door” to merg-
ing operations with Donala.

DuPont said he told them that his board has decided
to proceed with a merger but that there are several items
of concern. He said to them, “We’re trying to figure out
with you how we can adjust the cost because the cost to us
is prohibitive and a burden to our people.”

He said Donala asked when Academy might be ready
to get this under way. DuPont said because of complicated
election requirements — involving voter approval of the
merger and approval to release money in reserves, which
are bound by TABOR laws — it would probably not
be until January, following a November election. If the
merger was approved, Donala would start water hookup
“almost immediately,” he said.

Discussion at Academy’s board meeting turned to
determining value for its assets. DuPont said the aug-
mentation plan shows the district has 600 acre-feet of
water per year available from four aquifers. The district
uses only 70 acre-feet per year, so the value of that excess
water needs to be determined for negotiations. DuPont
said he would talk with a water engineer the following
day about determining an estimate as well as a cost for
that estimate.

Academy also has its alluvial wells, which aren’t
included in the acre-feet numbers, and the 5% acres that
the district’s operations sit on, some of which could po-
tentially be sold.

Because Academy would continue to collect money
from residents to pay down the current bond, the board
would have to remain intact until 2014, the year the bond
would be paid off. During that time, the district would
need money to pay for things like audits, insurance, and
board elections (Academy would need to maintain a five-

member board), requiring a revenue source.
Curry and Weilbrenner will work out a proposal to
address the district’s assets, mainly the water.
Meanwhile, board members plan on attending Dona-
la’s next meeting in January.

May election
Unrelated to the merger, Academy will hold an election in
May for three board positions, currently held by DuPont,
Ronald Curry, and James Weilbrenner. Board secretary
Gordon Rodden was designated the election official.

Wastewater system update

Operator Jerry Jacobson said that the wastewater test
results are not in compliance for the 30-day average. The
CBOD, which is the oxygen demand of the effluent, was
34 mg/L; the 30-day average limit is 25 mg/L. In addition,
the total suspended solids (TSS) were 48 mg/L, which is
higher than the average, normally “in the 30s.” He didn’t
consider these to be a serious violation and said, “We’ll
see how it works out this month.”

steskskoskeokskokok sk
The Academy Water and Sanitation District board meets
at 7 p.m. the first Wednesday of every month at the fire
station on Sun Hills Drive. The next meeting is Feb. 6.
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By John Heiser

At the Donala Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict Board of Directors meeting Novem-
ber 29, the board unanimously approved
the rates and fees proposed by Dana
Duthie, general manager of the district.
Included were increases in the water rates
and creation of a new higher rate category
for residential customers using more than
50,000 gallons per month. As reported in
the October issue of OCN, the residential
water rate changes are:

Water Rate per 1,000 gallons/month

Range (gallons) Oldrate New rate Increase
0-10,000 $ 260 $ 275 6%
10,001-20,000 $ 345 § 3.60 4%
20,001-30,000 $ 370 $ 4.00 8%
30,001-40,000 $ 450 $ 5.00 11%
40,001-50,000 $ 600 $ 7.00 17%
Above 50,000 $ 6.00 $ 8.00 33%

Duthie noted that in June 2008, more than
600 customers used in excess of 40,000
gallons.

For townhome developments, a new
special rate was approved of $6.50 per
1,000 gallons for all usage over 40,000 gal-
lons per month. Since townhome develop-
ments provide water to multiple residences,
their usage would otherwise put them into
the new highest rate category. A top rate
of $5.50 per 1,000 gallons applies to town-
home developments that have eliminated
at least 25 percent of their water-intensive
landscaping

The availability of service fee for
undeveloped lots was increased from $250

Donala Water and Sanitation District, November 29

District increases rates; mill levies unchanged

to $300 per year. This fee has not been in-
creased in 10 years.

Mill levies and budget approved
The board unanimously approved no
changes to the property tax mill levies of
16.296 mills for those customers receiving
water and sewer service and 8.148 mills for
those customers who receive only water
service. Duthie noted that the latter cat-
egory currently includes only properties
in Chaparral Hills but will also include
the Brown Ranch on Roller Coaster Road
near Higby if it is developed as 2.5-acre
parcels.

Duthie presented the proposed 2008
budget for the district. Total projected
annual revenue is $11.5 million including
$1.5 million from water sales, $790,000
from sewer service, $1.2 million from
property taxes, and $7 million from Colo-
rado Water and Power Authority loans to
fund the ongoing wastewater plant con-
struction project.

Donala’s 2008 expenses for operations
and administration are projected at $3.6
million.

Capital project expenses are projected
at $7.75 million of which $7 million are
for the continuing wastewater treatment
plant expansion. Duthie noted that in the
next few years, some of the district’s wells
will have to be redrilled. He said although
the wells have an expected life of about 20
years, “We have been getting more than
that.”

With the required $113,577 TABOR

s
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reserve and an additional $100,000 in
contingency, the ending total fund balance
at the end of 2008 is projected at $10.4 mil-
lion, about the same as in prior years.

Duthie noted that a board action to
appropriate the funds will be requested in
January after the final figures for 2007 are
known.

Aurora implementing

indirect potable reuse

Duthie reported on a presentation by the
City of Aurora about their $755 million
indirect potable reuse project that will add
about 50 million gallons per day to Auro-
ra’s water supply. He noted that the project
will pump water from a point 30 miles
downstream from the Denver Metropoli-
tan Wastewater treatment plant and deliver
it to an alluvial aquifer system. The water
will subsequently be treated and pumped
30 miles to the Aurora reservoir. The wa-
ter will be treated to meet regulations and
match the taste of Aurora’s water from oth-
er sources. Property taxes and water fees
fund the project. Duthie observed that the
Aurora project has set a high standard for
such projects. He added, “We don’t have
the geography” to create a similar project
and that the estimated $46.5 million cost
for a much smaller Pikes Peak Regional
Water Authority (PPRWA) indirect potable
reuse project “may not be enough.”

Other matters
* Duthie reported that the PPRWA has
learned that Xcel Energy, the customer

for IN'Venergy’s Spruce Mountain well
field project, has cancelled the project
and is concentrating on other projects
such as converting an old coal-fired
plant near St. Vrain to wind power.
He added that INVenergy will likely
lose $400,000 in earnest money it had
invested in the project.

* Duthie said the final report from
PPRWA’s engineering study on local
infrastructure needs should be released
by the end of the year.

* Cracks appeared when some of the
new walls at the wastewater treatment
plant were leak tested. The problem was
traced to errors made by a structural

engineering subcontractor. The
subcontractor will pay roughly $40,000
to fix the problem.

* Donala has received approval and
signed the loan documents for an
additional $2.2 million loan to cover its
portion of the costs of the wastewater
plant expansion.

Following the public meeting, the board

went into an executive session to discuss

personnel, negotiations, and water pur-
chase issues.
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The Donala board will hold its next regu-

lar meeting on Tuesday, January 22 at 2

p-m. at the Donala office, 15850 Holbein

Drive. Meetings are normally held at

1:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday of

each month. The district’s Web site is at

www.donalawater.org.

Why Every HOA should belong to NEPCO

NEPCO is a coadlition of
Northern El Paso County

NEPCO will hold a meeting on Special
Districts, Sat., Jan. 12,10 am to noon at

homeowners’ associa-
fions (HOAs). Founded
in 2001, NEPCO has
grown fo include 18

the Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675
Baptist Road (across from King Soopers).
The meeting is open to the public.

e NEPCO’s Land Use
Committee  reviews
development  pro-
posals and provides
recommendations to

HOAs representing more than 10,000 residents in the Tri-Lakes area.
Some of the benefits of NEPCO membership:

: -“lll.l-.j '.ill-llﬂl
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town and county

e Laws goveming HOAs

planning departments. Member HOAs are notified of pending
developments so they can alert their members.

e NEPCO periodically meets with county
and town officials to discuss issues con-
fronting the Tri-Lakes area. Here County
Commissioner Wayne Williams responds
to questions frorn NEPCO members.

e NEPCO’'s bimonthly meetings present
experts who provide information and
recommendations about urgent issues
such as crime, wildfire mitigation, and
water conservation. Here County Sheriff
Terry Maketa updates NEPCO memibers
on crimes in the Tri-Lakes area.

are
changing. NEPCO provides up-to-date
information and recommendations on
how to comply. Here renowned HOA
attomey Lenard Rioth (2™ from the left)
and representatives from the
Woodmoor Improvement Association and Gleneagle
Civic Association share their advice.

To learn more about NEPCO and the many benefits of
NEPCO membership for your HOA, visit www.nepco.org
or call Bob Swedenburg, NEPCO Secretary, at 481-2723.
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By Jim Kendrick

On Dec. 11, the Joint Use Com-
mittee, which serves as the board
of directors for the Tri-Lakes
Wastewater Facility, approved
the final draft of the 2008 budget.
The final payments for the Monu-
ment Creek bank stabilization
project were also approved. The
biannual sludge removal op-
eration performed by contractor
Parker AG was terminated ear-
lier than planned due to freezing
weather. Only half of the sludge
was removed. The remainder will
be removed in 2009.

The three-member Tri-Lakes
Wastewater Treatment Facility
Joint Use Committee consists of
one director each from the boards
of the three special districts that
own the facility in equal one-
third shares: the Monument and
Palmer Lake Sanitation Districts,
and the Woodmoor Water and
Sanitation District.

However, operations costs
are divided proportionally be-
tween the three districts based
on the amount of total wastewater
flow each district delivers to the
plant each month. Woodmoor’s
operational costs are currently
about three times those of Monu-
ment and Palmer Lake.

The Woodmoor district
was represented by Director
Jim Whitelaw, the alternate
for Woodmoor Director Benny
Nasser, who could not attend this
meeting. Palmer Lake Sanitation
District’s JUC member, Director
Todd Bell, participated in the
meeting via speakerphone. Bell’s
alternate, Palmer Lake Director
Dale Platt, attended the meet-
ing in person to ensure district
representation in case there were
phone problems.

2008 budget approved
with condition from

Monument
Monument District Manager
Mike Wicklund noted that Tri-
Lakes Facility Manager Bill
Burks had left the $39,965 line
item for sandblasting and recoat-
ing the facility’s three clarifiers
as a repairs and maintenance
item instead of changing it to a
capital item as Monument had
requested at the previous JUC
meetings. Monument believes
the cost should be split in thirds,
which would mean a higher cost
for Monument and Palmer Lake
and a lower cost for Woodmoor.

Woodmoor District Manager
Phil Steininger, Palmer Lake Dis-
trict Manager Duane Hanson, and
Wicklund will meet in January to
discuss wording to further amend
the joint-use agreement for oper-
ating the Tri-Lakes facility to try
to reach a compromise on creating
new wording regarding allocation

Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee, December 11

2008 budget approved for wastewater facility

of large maintenance costs above
$2,500 among the three districts.
Currently the agreement includes
no policy regarding maintenance
costs. Repair costs above $2,500
are automatically designated as
capital costs.

Wicklund said that Monu-
ment would vote in favor of the
proposed budget, with the recoat-
ing cost divided as an operational
cost, while asking Woodmoor
and Palmer Lake to “pass resolu-
tions saying that they’ll basically
hold Monument harmless against
any future lawsuits that could re-
sult if there is ever a dispute over
that particular line item, or any
particular line item that should
have been billed in thirds but was
billed by flow.” Wicklund noted,
as he had done at previous JUC
meetings, that Monument’s ac-
countant, Ray Russell of Haynie
and company, PC, advised the
Monument board that any main-
tenance that significantly extends
the life of a capital item for an
extended period, 11 years in this
case, then it is a capital item and
should be billed as a capital item.
Recorder Sue Wielgopolan said
that Monument’s condition would
be noted in the minutes for this
meeting. (Note: The Palmer Lake
and Woodmoor boards did not
pass the requested resolutions
at their subsequent December
board meetings.)

There were no citizen com-
ments during the public hearing.
The JUC unanimously approved
resolutions for the 2008 budget
and appropriation.

The committee unanimously
approved a resolution for a revi-
sion to the 2007 budget for sludge
removal. The actual cost for ser-
vices by sludge removal contrac-
tor Parker AG was $49,500 rather
than the full contract price of
$100,815. The unspent funds will
be added back to the 2007 budget
to pay for the cost overrun on the
bank stabilization project as part
of a final 2007 budget amend-
ment.

The amount of sludge to be
removed in 2009 will be much
higher than normal. Burks will
start the removal process much
earlier in the year to complete it
before the sludge lagoon freezes
over.

Tri-Lakes Facility Manager
Bill Burks reported that each dis-
trict had to pay $28,668, a total of
$86,004, to make an interim pay-
ment to contractor High Country
Pipeline for the Monument Creek
bank stabilization project for
work completed to date.

Two other payments will
have to be made on the project
in 2008. A final payment on the
project of $9,500 will have to be
made to High Country Pipeline

Support Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes

as well as a separate payment of
$2,300 for reseeding the stabi-
lized bank when the weather gets
warmer.

Burks noted that all test re-
sults were good, though the cop-
per concentration in the plant’s
discharged effluent listed in the
facility’s November Discharge
Monitoring Report was up slight-
ly to 11 parts per billion (PPB).
Whitelaw asked, “Are there any
more guesses on why” the read-
ing went up slightly from the pre-
vious month. Burks said, “No.”
Burks noted that one Monument
wastewater test sample from the
district’s south vault had a con-
centration of 335 PPB. Burks had
the sample retested and the result
was the same.

Wicklund said he would ad-
vise Rick Koplitz of the Colorado
Department of Public Health and
Environment of this high copper
reading. Koplitz is Monument’s
pretreatment coordinator and
would help investigate dumping
violations if required. Wicklund

said that all the homes that feed
Monument’s south vault are less
than 3 years old, with relatively
new copper water pipes.

Burks noted that Synthes
Corp. can legally dump up to
2,070 micrograms of copper
into its Monument sewer tap per
month. Synthes cannot dump
harmful liquids such as the sol-
vents used for manufacturing
stainless steel instruments and
must haul these wastes away in
55 gallon drums to be treated
elsewhere.

Burks noted that Home De-
pot was again selling root-killing
chemicals that include copper
sulfate. Wicklund noted that the
Home Depot store is not in the
Monument Sanitation District.

All three JUC districts have
passed resolutions prohibiting the
use of products containing copper
sulfate to kill tree roots in sewer
pipes.

Burks said the Colorado At-
torney General’s Office was giv-
ing facility attorney Mike Cuculla

“the runaround” on participation
in Colorado’s Public Employee
Retirement Association for the
facility’s three employees’ retire-
ment. The JUC authorized Burks
to find and engage a lawyer that
specializes in PER A matters. The
Attorney General’s position is
that the three employees should
be part of the Social Security
System.

The JUC unanimously ap-
proved a motion to allow the
Town of Monument to make
automatic electronic fund with-
drawals to pay the facility’s water
bill of about $20 per month.

The meeting adjourned at
11 a.m.
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The next meeting of the Joint Use
Committee will be at 10 a.m. Jan.
8 at the facility conference room,
16510 Mitchell Ave. Meetings
are normally held on the second
Tuesday of the month. Informa-
tion: 481-4053.
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Monument Sanitation District board, December 20
District mill levy eliminated;
all debt paid off

Above: Monument Sanitation District Board celebrates certifying a zero property tax mill levy on Dec. 20 after
paying off all district debt. Left to right: Secretary Glenda Smith, District Manager Mike Wicklund, President
Lowell Morgan; Accounts Administrator Marna Kennedy; Director Kristi Schutz; Director Chuck Robinove.

Photo by Jim Kendrick.

By Jim Kendrick
On Dec. 20, the Monument Sanitation District board unan-
imously approved a resolution re-setting its mill levy to 0
mills. All district debt has been paid off. District Manager
Mike Wicklund noted that the district has never used mill
levy revenue to pay for operational expenses. The district
will not receive specific ownership taxes from motor ve-

The board also approved resolutions for the 2008 bud-
get and appropriation after a public hearing. Total operat-
ing expenditures for 2008 are $425,285 and total capital
improvement expenses are $171,198. Debt service is 0. The
district will refund $40 to each customer with an active tap
in 2008, a cost of $46,000. In the past few years, the district
had refunded $60, but the source of unbudgeted revenue,

hicle sales in 2008 because it is debt free.
Director Bob Kuchek’s absence was excused.

325 2nd 8t., Suite W in the Monteverde Bldg. specific ownership tax, will no longer be available now that

the district has reset the mill levy to zero. Total expendi-
tures are $645,483. Total operating revenues exceed total
operating expenditures by $415.

Wicklund reported a surge in district tap fee revenues
in early December of $51,000, increasing total tap fees for
the year to date to $192,500.

The board approved a line item amendment to the

district’s 2007 budget that increased the contingency fund
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The difference between living... and living well

Fine Consign

Women’s, Children’s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor

HAPPY 2008! Presents... $6,000, from $2,000.t0 $8,000..The amendment does not
change the bottom line expenditures for 2007. However,
ShOp Two Timers O ur Ve rs ,‘o n Of Wicklund noted that there is no expectation of needing the

additional $6,000 at this time and the change is a precau-
tion in case some unforeseen operating expense occurs
before the end of the year. The current estimate for the
end of year fund balance has increased to $39,041.

The meeting adjourned at 7 p.m.
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Check our web site for information

www.twotimers.net

The next meeting is at 6:30 p.m. on Jan. 17 at the district
office, 130 Second St. Meetings are normally held on the
third Thursday of the month. Information: 481-4886.
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Triview Metropolitan District Board meeting, December 11

2008 budget approved,
property taxes increased without an election

by Jim Kendrick
The board of the Triview Metropolitan District took steps
at its meeting on Dec. 11 to ensure that it would have a bal-
anced budget in 2008. The board also approved resolutions
that authorized the 2008 budget and the 2008 appropria-
tion as a resolution raising the property tax mill levy to 35
mills. All members of the board were present.

The motion to increase the mill levy followed a
lengthy discussion by board members on its options to
create a balanced budget. The motion was approved by a
vote of 4-0-1, with Director Julie Glenn abstaining. The
district does not plan to hold an election on the property
tax increase.

After holding an open public hearing, the board unan-
imously approved resolutions that authorized the 2008
budget and the 2008 appropriation. The board also unani-
mously approved a resolution that amended the 2007 bud-
get. During the discussion, District Manager Larry Bishop
noted that the planned cleanup of stained sidewalks within
Jackson Creek would be deferred until the completion of
the water treatment plant expansion and termination of the
use of raw water for irrigation.

The district’s engineering consultant, Tom Repp of
Nolte Associates, gave the board an update on the project
to connect the Triview and Donala Water and Sanitation
District water systems. An interconnect will be installed
that will allow for a temporary exchange of water if either
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of the districts has a drinking water emergency.

Before the meeting was adjourned at 6:15
p.m., Director Joe Belzer announced his resigna-
tion from the board, effective Jan. 22.

stesk skoskeok stk skok

The next meeting is at 5 p.m. on Jan. 22 at the
district offices, 174 Washington St. Meetings are
normally held the fourth Tuesday of the month.
Information: 488-6868.

stesk skoskeok stk skok

Board Vacancy

The board is soliciting volunteers to formally
submit a letter of intent for appointment to the
vacant seat not later than January 18. State stat-
utes require that the vacant seat be filled within
60 days after Jan. 22. The appointment would run
through the end of April. If the appointee wishes
to continue to be a member of the board, he or she must
become a candidate for the May election. Any interested
eligible Triview district elector can apply at 174 Wash-
ington St, in downtown Monument. Information: Dale
Hill at 488-6868.

sokkokk kR

Note: Bishop has announced his resignation, effective
Jan. 4. He will be taking a position with the Woodmen
Hills Metropolitan District on Jan. 7.
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Above (L to R): Kip Peterson, from the Cherokee
Metropolitan District; Larry Bishop, from the Triview
Metropolitan District; and Phil Steininger, from the
Woodmoor Monument Water and Sanitation District at
the Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting Dec.
13. Bishop announced his resignation as manager of
Triview. Photo by John Heiser.
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the color of home.
the color of life.
the color of certainty
in the Tri-Lakes Region.

CertaPro Painteﬁ“

Residential. Commercial. Interior. Exterior.

Call today to schedule your

) Adam
free estimate Grayson
1-866-498-0343 Palmer Lake
Or schedule online at 481-4964

www.certapro.com/sched

IT'S BETTER TO REVIEW

YOUR ANNUITY

THAN RETHINK YOUR RETIREMENT.

If you own an annuity, it just makes sense to review it
every now and then. That’s why we offer complimentary
annuity reviews. Then you can make sure your annuity
stays in sync with your goals. Plus, there may be features
your current annuity simply doesn’t offer.

So regardless of where you purchased your annuity,
call today to schedule your complimentary review.

Read All About It

B SmartMoney Magazine, August 2007
Edward Jones again was named the No. 1 full-
service brokerage firm in the August edition of
SmartMoney Magazine. The firm placed ahead
of six other firms and received high marks in the
four catagories surveyed by the magazine: stock
picking, customer satisfaction, trust, and customer
statements. Edward Jones, which also ranked No. 1
in 2005 as well, received five-star ratings in client
statements and customer satisfaction.

B J.D. Power and Associates, July 24, 2007
For the third year in a row, the financial-services
firm Edward Jones ranks “Highest in Investor
Satisfaction with Full Service Brokerage Firms,”
according to the J.D. Power and Associates 2007
Full Service Investor Satisfaction Study ™.

Disclaimer: Edward Jones received the highest numerical score two

years in a row among full service brokerage firms in the proprietary J.D.
Power and Associates 2005-2007 Full Service Investor Satisfaction
Study®". 2007 study based on 3,043 total responses measuring 16
brokerage firms and measures opinions of investors who used full-service
investment institutions. Proprietary study results are based on experiences
and perceptions of consumers surveyed from March-May 2007. Your
experiences may vary.Visit jdpower.com.

Brad Donna Joe
Lundberg Denny O’Bryant Suhajda
Monument Baptist Road Gleneagle Gleneagle

481-0043 488-0457 487-0407 487-0250

@ Edward Jones

Serving Individual Investors Since 1871

Leasha .
Larsen www.edwardjones.com
Northgate Member SIPC
484-0257
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By Jim Kendrick

On Dec. 13, the Woodmoor Water and
Sanitation District board unanimously
approved a resolution that authorized the
district’s 2008 budget and appropriation,
and also certified the 2008 district prop-
erty tax of 7.25 mills. A public hearing on
the budget was held at the previous board
meeting on Nov. 8.

The board informed Tim Irish — de-
veloper of the proposed high-density Ar-
bor Mountain senior citizen residence
facility on Highway 105 — that the district
had no excess water that it could sell to
him, after he requested a purchase of 6.7
acre-feet per year. They advised Irish to
obtain excess water rights from owners of
nearby properties.

furniture

space planning

For those desiring a
distinctive & creative

look...

366 2nd St., Monument
in The Gallery Center

(719) 488-9447
Tuesday - Saturday 10-5
Monday by appointment

area rugs

flooring

‘I' - T

pillows

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District board, December 13

2008 budget and rate increase approved

All board members were present.

Budget discussion

Some of the items District Manager Phil

Steininger noted were:

*+ The bulk water and non-potable
irrigation rates had been adjusted to
parallel the previously approved change
in rates for commercial and residential
as he had been directed to do by the
board at the Nov. 8 meeting.

* The projected bulk water and non-
potable irrigation revenues for these two
categories are high enough to match the
district’s revenue requirements for these
two services.

* The district’s 2003 bonds will be paid
off in four years; previously issued

window coverings

New Year’s Sale
in Progress!

i

upholstery

> ..f E) PERlENq - E’“DVENT‘UREIVDU HAVE ALWAYS WANTED'
> 3385 Harmon Dr. « Monument, CO 80132
© Tel: 719.440.0866

emall joesocmail@aol.com
http://www.joesgreatoutdoors.com

bonds have been paid off.

* Employee health insurance costs for
2008 went up 9.5 percent.

* The district’s 2008 mill levy dropped
14.7 percent; the assessed value of the
district increased 17.5 percent.

* The base rate for water and sewer for a
standard residential tap, including up to
6,000 gallons of water per month, went
up 2.2 percent.

* Woodmoor’s total annual costs for its
residential customers are lower than
average for the Tri-Lakes region.

Arbor Mountain discussion
Irish, of Senior Living Solutions, and
his consultant engineer, Dianne Phillips,
discussed progress to date for the Arbor
Mountain senior living residence proposal.
Some of the things they noted about
their project were:

. Arbor Mountain has
already received 28 confirmed
reservations for the 57 planned
living units.

. A full set of the project’s
plans, which are 95 percent
complete, were provided to the
district.

. Copies of recent
calculations of estimated water
use by the senior residents using
the Denver water department’s
methodologies showed that the
water requirement would be about
7.7 acre-feet per year.

. The Villages at
Woodmoor developer, WED LLC,
dedicated 4.07 acres to the town of
Monument, with a water allocation
of about 2 acre-feet of water per
year.

. Subsequently, the town
donated the land and the 2 acre-
foot water allocation to Irish in
return for guaranteed reduced rates
for lower-income seniors for 10
percent of the living units.

. Irish  requested the
purchase of an additional 6.7 acre-
feet of water per year from the
district for a total allocation of 8.7
acre-feet per year for the residential
and outside irrigation requirements
of the facility.

. Each additional acre-
foot of water used in excess of a
property’s annual allocation has
cost $25,000; this incremental cost
increases to $32,500 in 2008.

. The maximum number
of Arbor Mountain residents is
expected to be 100 seniors.

. Construction will take
about 12 months, accounting for
expected weather delays.
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. Each residence will have
its own washer, dryer, and kitchen.
. Daily food service will

consist of a light lunch and full
supper, with about 30 percent of the
residents eating prepared meals at
the commercial dining facility each
day.

District civil engineer Jessie Shaf-
fer said that the standard Wood-
moor water use tables showed that
Arbor Mountain will require 15.39
to 20.28 acre-feet of allocated water
per year. Irish and Phillips reiter-
ated that their historical data from
nearly identical facilities they cur-
rently own and operate elsewhere
show that the total water require-

ment will not exceed 8.7 acre-feet.

Shaffer also noted that WED had
already purchased supplemental water
service for the entire 140-acre Wahlborg
addition in conjunction with district inclu-
sion and Town of Monument annexation.
WED purchased 110 acre-feet of supple-
mental water. The WED property was also
granted the standard 70 acre-feet of water
for the 140 acres that were conveyed to
the district when the parcel was included.
None of the supplemental water was con-
veyed to Irish with the 4.07-acre donation,
however. Shaffer said that Woodmoor has
no remaining supplemental water reserves
to sell to Irish.

Irish noted that his industry has a
difficult time differentiating probable wa-
ter use by independent, assisted, skilled,
and nursing facilities. Arbor Mountain
would be an independent living facility,
drastically reducing the amount of water
required for food preparation and medi-
cal assistance. In addition, there would be
no more than one or two people living in
each residence, unlike standard multi-fam-
ily apartment complexes, which were the
basis for Shaffer’s calculations.

Steininger replied that if the facil-
ity were to exceed its proposed allocation
several years in a row, the high cost for
excessive use could lead to the senior resi-
dents exerting pressure on the board to sell
more supplemental water to the project.
He added that the board should consider
whether it should allocate any additional
water to the Arbor Mountain project and,
if so, how much. He noted that the price
of supplemental water would increase to
$32,500 per acre-foot in 2008. Also, the
district may obtain additional surface wa-
ter resources sometime in the future, but
most likely not before 2020.

Steininger recommended that the
board not approve the supplemental allo-
cation request and said the staff could not
support Irish’s estimate of only 8.7 acre-
feet of water being used each year.

Director Elizabeth Hacker said that
the proposal was a good project that should
be supported by the district if possible.

After further lengthy discussion, the
board determined that the district had no
remaining supplemental water it could sell
after selling the 110 acre-feet to WED.
The board rejected the request, then sug-
gested that Irish try to arrange a transfer
of supplemental water rights from another
Woodmoor landowner and consider the
purchase of excess effluent from the Town
of Monument. Steininger offered to assist
Irish and Phillips in obtaining useable
“demand available” water allocations from
other landowners.

Joint Use Committee report
Copper problems discussed: Director
Benny Nasser is Woodmoor’s representa-
tive on the Joint Use Committee (JUC)
that oversees operations of the Tri-Lakes
Wastewater Treatment Facility, which is
jointly owned by Woodmoor, Monument
Sanitation District, and Palmer Lake
Sanitation District. However, Director Jim
Whitelaw attended the Dec. 11 JUC meet-
ing, as Nasser’s alternate.

Whitelaw stated that Monument had a
single “extremely high” copper concentra-
tion reading of 335 parts per billion (PPB)
in one of its two wastewater collection lines
during one week in October. “They are
blaming it, and Phil you were there, they’re
blaming it on pipes and new buildings,”
Whitelaw said. “I think that’s a crock. It’s
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there someplace and they’re going to have
to find it.” He added that the plant is doing
very well in treating wastewater.

Note: The maximum copper concen-
tration that will be allowed under the next
five-year facility discharge permit (2010-
14) in any sample of discharged treated ef-
fluent will be lowered to 11.7 PPB from the
current waiver allowing 36.4 PPB, unless
the facility receives another waiver. The
maximum average under the next permit
will be 8.0 parts per billion. The plant can-
not meet that new standard because the
typical copper reading for treated effluent
over the past two years is 10-11 parts per
billion. Current estimates for installing
additional equipment to remove copper
by the end of 2009 are about $2 million,
with annual additional operating costs of
3500,000 per year.

Whitelaw also noted that the 2008
facility budget was approved by the JUC
and that only half of the planned amount of
sludge had been removed before the sludge
lagoon froze. The rest of the sludge will be
removed in 2009.

Steininger, who also attended the

JUC meeting, noted that the Monument
and Palmer Lake districts passed resolu-
tions similar to the one Woodmoor passed
prohibiting the addition of copper sulfate
to any wastewater, particularly to kill tree
roots that had penetrated sanitary sewer
lines.
Cost-sharing issue discussed: Steininger
also discussed a request at the JUC meet-
ing from the Monument Sanitation District
that the Woodmoor board pass a resolution
holding Monument legally harmless for
not paying a one-third share of the $39,000
cost in the facility’s 2008 budget to recoat
the steel structures within the three clari-
fiers with coal tar epoxy after 11 years of
operation since the last recoating.

Costs for operations are divided pro-
portionally between the three districts
based on the fraction of the total water and
wastes the districts deliver to the plant.
Capital costs are divided equally, in one-
third shares for capital costs. Currently
Woodmoor pays about 60 percent of op-
erational costs due to its much higher flow
rates. Monument and Palmer Lake pay
roughly 20 percent each. The $39,935 cost
was determined to be an operational rather
than a capital cost by facility manager, Bill
Burks when he drafted the 2008 budget.

Consultant Mike Rothberg, of RTW
Engineering, stated that the joint-use
agreement currently defines any unit ex-
penditure that costs more than $2,500 as a
capital cost and that the concept of main-
tenance costs was excluded in the agree-
ment. He said that a $39,935 cost cannot

be defined as anything other than a capital
cost under the existing terms of the agree-
ment. Rothberg participated in the very
lengthy and controversial negotiations in
1996 that created the current joint-use
agreement.

Woodmoor’s attorney, Erin Smith,
agreed with Rothberg after reading to
board members the pertinent wording of
the agreement on repair and operational
costs. There was considerable discussion
on the difference between common usage
of the words “repair” and “maintenance”
and the very narrow and restrictive legal
definitions in the joint use agreement.

Nasser noted that Monument had
brought up what it considered to be an in-
correct allocation of the $39,935 cost
among the three districts before the
draft 2008 JUC budget was finalized
and asked to pay a greater share of
the cost as it believed was required
to avoid future legal conflicts on how
maintenance costs would be divided
under the language of the current
version of the joint-use agreement.
Palmer Lake disagreed, saying it
preferred to pay a one-fifth rather
than one-third share.

Board President Jim Taylor said
that Monument wanted a promise
that Woodmoor would not sue Mon-
ument to recover the budgeted over-
payment in three years. The board
determined that it would not pass the
resolution requested by Monument
and may ask for a revision in the
2008 facility budget later in 2008.

Steininger informed the board
that Triview Metropolitan District
Manager Larry Bishop had an-
nounced his resignation at another
regional district meeting at
Monument Town Hall that took
place earlier in the day.

Construction contract

for well 20 awarded
Shaffer reported that consul-
tant RTW Engineering had
recommended that the district
award a construction contract
to Aztec General Contractors
in the amount of $445,000 for
construction of Well 20. A 4.5
percent contingency totaling
$20,000 for possible change
orders was also recommended.
Construction engineering ser-
vices by RTW were estimated to
cost another $50,000, for a total
cost of $515,000. Shaffer noted
that the other five construction
bids ranged as high as $650,000.

« Complimentary Exams
+ Clear Braces & Invisalign
* Non-Extraction Approach

Member American Association of Orthodontists

1850 Woodmoor Drive #100

HAMULA ORTHODONTICS

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
and Monument Academy.

* For Children, Teens & Adults
- Extended Office Hours
+ Payment Plans Available

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.
Member American Association of Orthodontists

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives
X (719) 488-3737

Monument, CO 80132

epeoples.com

The “engineer’s estimate” for the con-
struction contract was $484,000. The
board unanimously approved the RTW
recommendations, including the contract
award to Aztec.

The Well 20 pipeline contractor was
reported to be making good progress on its
installation project.

Shaffer also reported that:

* Woodmoor received environmental
permits for the district’s Monument
Creek Exchange Improvements.

Approvals have been received from
Monument, Colorado Springs, and
landowner Bob Delacroce, who have
more senior water rights to proceed with
construction.
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* Repair and replacement of Lake
Woodmoor infrastructure is on schedule
and on cost.

* The board unanimously approved a
resolution to adopt a new personnel
manual. The board had reviewed and
amended each chapter over the course
of about a year.

At 4 p.m., the board went into executive

session to discuss negotiations on water

purchases.
sheoksk skokskoskokskok

The next meeting will be held at 1 p.m.

on Jan. 10 at the district offices, 1845

Woodmoor Drive. Meetings are normally

held on the second Thursday of the month.

Information: 488-2525.
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Monument Board of Trustees, December 3

Board approves 2008 budget, expansion of church campus

By Jim Kendrick "
The Monument Board of
Trustees unanimously ap-
proved the 2008 budget,
appropriation, and mill levy
for 2008 on Dec. 3. The
board approved the St. Peter
Catholic Church proposal
to expand the church, par-
ish education center, and
parking lots during the next
four years, as well as a va-
cation of the alley between
the church and education
center to eliminate traffic
from First Street to Lincoln
Avenue.

A hearing on the pro-
posed major revision of the
town’s commercial sign or-
dinance was continued until
February because a large
number of business owners
in attendance said they were
unaware of the proposal and
had not had time to deter-
mine if the many new re-
strictions might harm their
operations.

Trustees Dave Mertz

and Steve Samuels were
absent.

Trustees’ comments
Trustee Tommie Plank,
a member of the Historic
Monument Merchants Association, said that its Small
Town Christmas event, held on Dec. 1, had a “fantastic
turnout. We had people all over town. Santa saw about
275 children. Some of them cried and some of them didn’t
and many brought their lists for him.” She added that the
town Christmas tree was lit in Limbach Park later that
afternoon.

Mayor Byron Glenn announced that landowner Phoe-
nix-Bell was to complete the paperwork to donate right-
of-way on the northwest corner of the I-25 Baptist Road
interchange to widen the north side of Baptist between
the southbound off-ramp and Old Denver Highway. He
added that the Baptist Road Rural Transportation Author-
ity hopes to start the bidding process for the construction
contract in February.

Dan Elders

P0. Box 652
Monument, CO 80132
719.650.4249
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Citizens’ comments
Monument resident Richard Metro asked the board about
two issues the board had considered recently: a donation
of $1,500 in town funds to Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance and
plans to issue bonds for purchasing land for expansion of
the privately owned Colorado Sports Center hockey rink
facility on Old Denver Highway.

Glenn said that Chuck Roberts, director of the Tri-
Lakes Senior Alliance and board member of the Tri-Lakes
Health Advocacy Partnership, had asked the board for
financial support to convert the former Palmer Lake Bowl-
ing Alley on Highway 105 in Palmer Lake into a new Tri-
Lakes Senior Center. Roberts made that request on March
19. (See www.ourcommunitynews.org/v7n4.htm#bot0319
for details.)

Glenn noted that the board had told Roberts at that
time that the trustees would defer a decision on any dona-
tion until the end of 2007 to see if it had any remaining
discretionary funds and that the board intended to target
excess revenues toward senior programs in 2008 should
the voters approve a ballot question for another four-year
extension of the TABOR tax refund waiver in November.

Glenn said the Colorado Hockey Club bought the
former Soc-N-Roll building a few years ago to expand and
convert it to hockey rinks. The Colorado Youth Founda-
tion has proposed a second expansion onto 15 acres of
vacant land to the north for youth programs. The founda-
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Above: Dec. 3, Monument’s Principal Planner Karen Giriffith (next to carved statute) briefs the Board of Trustees on plans to expand the
parish’s church and elementary school buildings. The plans were unanimously approved. Photo by Jim Kendrick.

tion cannot issue bonds for the purchase of the land from
the Watt family, so it asked the town to issue the bonds in
a manner similar to an art museum construction project
that used bonds issued by the city of Colorado Springs.
Town Attorney Gary Shupp said the town would assume
no obligation or risks for repayment of the bonds by the
nonprofit foundation, and merely “act as a conduit” for the
process. There will be public Board of Trustee hearings on
the bond issue once the contracts are drafted.

Metro thanked the board for both answers and de-
parted the meeting.

2008 budget and mill levy approved
Deputy Treasurer Julie Maddux presented ordinances
to enact the 2008 budget and required appropriations of
money for each of the town funds. She also presented a
resolution for a 2008 tax mill levy of 6.289 mills — down
from 6.458 mills — that would raise $599,522. Treasurer
Pamela Smith was absent, recuperating from injuries she
sustained during a recent horse riding accident. All three
proposals were approved unanimously without discus-
sion.

The amounts appropriated were:
* General Fund — $3,734,199
» Community Development Fund — $ 17,924
» Conservation Trust Fund — $34,937
* Debt Service Fund — $157,438
+ Storm Drainage Impact Fee Fund — $29,144
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¢ Traffic Impact Fee Fund — $47,754

* Water Enterprise Fund — $1,388,458

» Capital Projects Building Fund —
$675,208

The projected General Fund end-of-year

balance drops from $657,130 for 2007 to

$11,179 at the end of 2008. The projected

Water Fund end-of-year balance increases

from $1,039,912 for 2007 to $1,136,699 at

the end of 2008. All the other fund bal-

ances are projected to be zero at the end of

both years.

St. Peter campus
upgrade approved

Tom Kassawara, director of Development
Services, gave a brief overview of the three
proposals from St. Peter Catholic Church,
55 Jefferson St., at the start of the 90-min-
ute hearing. Kassawara noted that there
would be a unified presentation by the
staff and applicant before the board voted
on each of the three separate proposals for
replat, vacation of easements and an alley
right-of-way, and use by special review site
plan.

Karen Griffith, town principal plan-
ner, noted that all three proposals to con-
solidate all the various church properties
into a single lot met each requirement of
the town Comprehensive Plan and town
code and that the Planning Commission
had unanimously approved all three at
public hearings Nov. 14. She said the va-
cation of the alley would benefit the town
by eliminating costs for maintenance and
snow plowing and that there were no com-
ments from any of the agencies routinely
queried for this type of proposal.
Applicant’s proposal: Architect Brian
Bucher of Bucher Design Studios, Palmer
Lake, presented two separate proposals for
the landowner of the St. Peter campus, the
Diocese of Colorado Springs. Bucher is a
parishioner. The proposals conclude the
master plan first presented to the town in
1999. The parish hopes to complete the
master plan with all proposed improve-
ments by the 100-year anniversary of the
church in 2011.

The church building would be ex-
panded to the north to relocate office and
meeting space to allow for increased seat-
ing space for up to 900 to 1,000 people
during services.

Bucher stated that the proposed ad-
dition to the parish education center will
house a new parish hall, a cafeteria
and new rooms for meetings. The new
rooms will be a community resource
that can be used by other charitable
organizations. Father Bob Jaeger reiter-
ated the statement in the church’s letter
of intent to the board that “The St. Peter
school will remain as a pre-kindergar-
ten to fifth-grade facility, as designed.”
Kassawara added that public hearings
would be required if the church decided
it wanted to add grades to the school in
the future due to the restriction imposed
by the pending use by special review
decision.

Bucher noted that the St. Peter
property is composed of three separate
adjacent pieces of land. The largest
piece is the city block bordered by First
Street to the north, Jefferson Street to
the east, Lincoln Avenue to the south,
and Washington Street to the west.
There is an existing large asphalt park-
ing lot on the northwest corner of Jef-
ferson and First that extends up to the
southern boundary of the Toys 4 Fun lot
on Jefferson; the toy store was the origi-
nal St. Peter church. The third piece is
a vacant lot on the southwest corner of
Jefferson and Lincoln.

Combining all three lots and re-
moving the three houses owned by the
diocese would allow “turning the cam-

pus structures inward, toward an enhanced
alley/plaza.” The three houses will be do-
nated and moved to new locations.
Public comment: About 30 parishioners
attended the hearings. Half of them spoke
in favor of the proposals during the public
comment portion of the hearing. Several
speakers said they were not Monument
residents, but spent time in Monument
shops before or after church functions.
There were no public comments in opposi-
tion, though one resident who said he was
a career construction contractor expressed
concerns about the adequacy of the deten-
tion ponds and rip-rap drainage ways.
Replat details: The proposed replat would
eliminate all the remaining lot lines for lots
6-16 within the city block to create a single
3.3-acre lot within the existing city block.
Lots 1-5 were previously combined into a
single lot for construction of the Parish
Education Center on the southeast corner
of Washington and First.
Vacation details: The proposal asked that
the town’s north-south alley 30-foot right-
of-way through the center of the city block
be vacated so the church could convert it
to an interior pedestrian walkway. Remov-
able steel bollards would prevent routine
traffic from traversing the walkway. These
roadblocks could be removed to provide
emergency medical or utility vehicle ac-
cess to the center of the new campus.

The proposal also called for vacation
of the unused perimeter utility easements
for all the eliminated lots to allow building
expansions to be built on top of the unused
easements. However, all the utilities would
retain their existing easement access rights
for their lines under the vacated 30-foot-
wide right-of-way. The utilities may dig
up the pavers for the walkway and the
proposed adjacent concrete curbs to repair
or replace their equipment.

The replat and both vacations were
unanimously approved with three condi-
tions:

* Any necessary technical corrections to
the documentation will be made prior
to recording it with the county.

* The civil engineering drawings will
be sent to Mountain View Electric
Association, and any additional
required easements will be dedicated
before recording.

* The final drainage plan and drainage
report must be approved by town staff
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before recording.

Use by special review details: The pro-
posal calls for adding 16,631 square feet of
space to the existing education center and
9,025 square feet to the church. Two-tone
plaster and brickwork are to be used to
better integrate the architecture with the
surrounding community. Improvements
for accessibility and safety issues have all
been addressed and incorporated in the
design.

An annual water use analysis showed
that there is a sufficient existing water ap-
propriation for the church’s property to
support the new uses if only drip irrigation
is used for the proposed landscaping. How-
ever, the report did not address problems
that might occur during “dry years” or if
drip irrigation is replaced with a system
that would use more water.

The staff reported that the proposed
use by special review meets all require-
ments of the municipal zoning code for an
R-2 downtown zone.

There was a lengthy discussion among
board members, staff, and Bucher regard-
ing specific questions about drainage,
traffic, landscaping, liability issues from
sharing of the church’s parking lot, lack of
“softscape” for outdoor playground space,
and existing and future increased air con-
ditioning noise from the school building.

This third proposal was unanimously
approved with two proposed conditions
from the staff plus conditions proposed by
Plank and Glenn:

* Any necessary technical corrections to
the documentation will be made prior to
recording with the county.

* The final drainage plan and drainage
report must be approved by town staff
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prior to recording.

* Bucher is to meet with town staff to
determine if there are options to provide
a grass field for play and parking, as well
as to provide better acoustic isolation
of roof air conditioning for the parish
education center.

Sign code revision

decision deferred

Background: Earlier this year, Plank
complained about the signs on the recently
upgraded Rocky Mountain Oil Change
and Car Wash Center on the northwest
corner of Second Street and Highway 105.
Owner John Savage then complained to the
board about how hard it had been to get his
building and then signs approved by Kas-
sawara. Kassawara acknowledged at that
meeting that the sign ordinance was vague
and unfair to Savage with regard to his car
wash bay. Savage was required to create an
entirely separate business in order to be
able to display a single car wash sign. Sav-
age also said his business was treated very
differently than all the other businesses
on Highway 105, most of which have far
larger and uglier signs than his small signs
that Plank was complaining about. The
board directed Kassawara to rewrite the
sign code.

The staff had invited a few of the
owners of the 450 town businesses to a
luncheon on Sept. 27, four from Highway
105 and four from Second Street. Banner
and “sandwich” signs generated the most
discussion. The staff also had invited
all members of the Historic Monument
Merchants Association to a “sparsely at-
tended” second meeting held on Oct. 25.
The staff included the suggestions from

AMSERICAS LIELADIWG DIUSCCUNT REAL ESTATE COMPANT

Assist 2 Sell.

BUYERS & SELLERS REALTY

® (Call: (719)487-1777 Or Visit: COHomesAless.com @

L S T ] e i, U i B DO i Py, i e i 50 el by
Eachiofics w reepeeeiendp v | operaced 0 2008 0T Axep-T-5l, o

both meetings in the draft revision.

Griffith gave a lengthy presentation,
which she called “The Good, the Bad,
and the Ugly,” that showed good and bad
examples of signage from Monument and
Castle Rock, where she worked in her last
job as a town planner. She and Kassawara
noted that the code as currently written is
so vague that it is largely unenforceable.
She added that the numerous additions
and revisions provide more clarity and will
improve the overall appearance of com-
mercial areas on both sides of the interstate
as well as adding character and appeal to
the downtown business area.

Some of the proposed changes that
would increase the length of the sign regu-
lations from 4 to 25 pages were:

* Signs must be in harmony with the
building, the site, and the surrounding
neighborhood and made of quality
materials.

* Many new rules for temporary banner
signs and “sandwich” signs as well as
many new rules for permanent banner
signs.

» New rules for permanent and temporary
sign permit applications, reviews, and
approvals.

* The maximum area of window signs is
reduced from 50 percent to 25 percent
of the area of the windows for improved
safety and aesthetics.

* Definitions are created for monument-
style and subdivision identification
signs.

* Landscaping around the base of
monument-style or free-standing signs
will be required.

* Monument-style signs, but not free-
standing signs, are now allowed in
residential and business zones.

*Master sign plans must be submitted
for multi-tenant centers to create
more uniformity of signage and be
coordinated with the center’s design.

*“Canopy signs” — shop names on
awnings — are now defined.

* An additional wall sign is to be allowed
on free-standing buildings.

*Each tenant in a multi-tenant building
can have a separate wall sign in addition
to a separate sign within the building’s
directory sign.

» Single tenant buildings could have three
signs instead of two.

* Changes are made to the allowed sizes
and setbacks for signs.

*Projecting signs and under-canopy
signs are authorized for downtown
businesses.

Business owners protest: Steve Marks,

owner of the Monument Plaza shopping

center on the west side of Highway 105,

said that neither he nor any of his ten-

ants received any notice from the staff
about the proposed changes, much less
the hearing date. The town has not pro-
vided the 450 businesses with copies of
the new sign code. The owners could not
determine how they might be affected
and couldn’t comment at this hearing,

Marks said.

Kassawara said the town had de-
pended on business owners to notify each
other after the Sept. 27 meeting. Green
said that no business would have to take
down an existing permanent sign because
they would all be “grandfathered” as le-
gally non-conforming signs even though
they would violate the new code. She
added that the town is specifically target-
ing banner signs.

Glenn said, “I’'m going to end this.”
He directed the staff to distribute copies
of the new code to interested business
owners. A motion to postpone the public
hearing until Feb. 19 was unanimously
approved.

2008 meeting schedule
approved

Board of Trustees meetings are normally
held on the first and third Monday of the
month. There are three Tuesday meet-
ings in the approved 2008 schedule due
to holidays the day before: Jan. 22, Feb.
19, and Sept. 2. The meeting schedule for
2008 was unanimously approved and will
be posted.

Plan review fees
increased for 2008

Kassawara presented a revised Department
of Development Services fee schedule that
raises fees approximately 20 percent. Fees
have not been increased in three years and
are not high enough to cover actual expens-
es incurred by the staffs to complete their
reviews and on-site inspections, which
are as much five times the fees charged
to the larger developers. Kassawara said
the additional new per-acre fees on larger
developments reflect the actual average
costs that have been incurred. These fee
increases do not affect smaller projects.

New fees for additional review and
comment cycles were added to the fee
schedule due to large developers failing to
promptly make complete corrections and
revisions to draft submissions, requiring as
many as eight cycles of staff rejections and
re-submissions with no additional fees be-
ing charged for all the additional staff time
under the existing schedule. Kassawara
added that large developers will now be
required to attend meetings in Town Hall
when their re-submissions are incomplete,
because even large fees will not prevent
them from ignoring staff comments.

During public comments, Monument
Plaza owner Marks complained that a ten-
ant moved 15 feet from an 800-square-foot
bay to a 1,600-square-foot bay and had to
pay a $600 sign permit fee to move her sign
on the same building after recently paying
$50 for the original sign permit. Kassawara
said the sign fee is only $200 and would be
reduced to $150 under the new code revi-
sion. Green said the remainder of the cost
was a Regional Building Department fee
added on the town’s $200 amount because
it was an electric sign.

Ernie Biggs, a county resident, also
complained about the fee increase, say-
ing businesses don’t increase prices when
their total sales decrease. Glenn said that
the town’s policy is, and has been for some
time, that developers will pay for the entire
cost of the town staff’s reviews of develop-
ment paperwork. Glenn noted that he is a
developer, and then said that the town’s
fees are less than 25 percent of what the
city of Colorado Springs charges for the
same reviews and approvals. Taxpayers
should not be required to subsidize devel-
oper application reviews, Glenn said.

Trustee Tim Miller said that he did
not understand how the proposed changes
in the fees were determined by Kassawara
and Green. After a lengthy discussion of
the various costs, Miller said he still didn’t
understand. Kassawara said that the costs
for getting a small development site plan
approved would go from $1,000 to $1,200.
Trustee Gail Drumm said that this in-
crease would drive away small developers
and there was insufficient reason for the
increase.

Glenn then said, “I’d like to table this
and I’d like a motion to table this. You can
do the work and spend the time you need to
do and prove that your fees are legitimate
with the hours you spend and there are no
questions about the increases.” A motion
to table the change in the fee was unani-
mously approved.

The meeting adjourned at 9:13 p.m.
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Monument Board of Trustees, December 17

Five planning commissioners

By Jim Kendrick

On Dec. 17, the Monument Board
of Trustees noted that the town
still has no direct control of dan-
gerous traffic problems at the I-25
Baptist Road interchange. The
board elected five planning com-
missioners to serve two-year terms
in 2008-09. The board approved an
agreement with Mountain View
Electric Association to bury all
the overhead electric power lines
that run along Third Street, prior
to the annual Fourth of July parade
in 2008. The board also approved
an ordinance that will allow the
town to take over regulation from
El Paso County of stormwater dis-
charge and erosion control within
the town boundaries.

Mayor Byron Glenn and
Trustee Dave Mertz, who is mayor
pro tem, were absent. The trustees
unanimously agreed that Trustee
Gail Drumm would preside.

Trustee comments
Trustee Tim Miller asked Steve
Meyer, the Monument representa-
tive to the county Department of
Transportation Highway Advisory
Commission, to report a recurring
traffic problem at the I-25 Baptist
Road interchange. Miller said that
traffic is once again backing all
the way down the off-ramps and
onto the shoulders of the through
lanes of the highway. Vehicles
are again forced to stand still on
the shoulders of the interstate as
other vehicles pass within a few
feet of them at 75 mph. Meyer said
he would bring up the issue at the
commission’s December meeting.
Background: Since the opening
of the new extension of Struthers
Road, there has been increased
backup of traffic because of the
timing of the traffic signals for the
two off-ramp intersections at each
end of the state’s bridge over 1-25,
as well as the changed sequencing
for left turns at the intersection of

appointed

Baptist Road and Jackson Creek
Parkway.

Before Struthers Road was
connected with Jackson Creek
Parkway, there was a simultaneous
green light for eastbound vehicles
when the left-turn light was green
for vehicles turning north onto the
parkway. This allowed eastbound
and northbound cars to get through
the intersection at the same time,
slightly reducing backups on the
[-25 off-ramps. Now eastbound
cars have a red light because of the
new left-turn signal for westbound
vehicles on Baptist Road turning
south onto Struthers Road.

Eastbound and westbound
cars cannot pass the cars wait-
ing in the single through lanes of
Baptist Road to enter the short left-
turn lanes when the left-turn light
is red. There is only enough room
in this short left-turn lane to ac-
commodate a small fraction of
the many cars waiting to make
left turns, particularly during
rush hour.

Furthermore, many south-
bound cars on Jackson Creek
Parkway turn “right on red”
onto westbound Baptist Road
during the short time the Baptist
Road left-turn signals are green.
These “right on red” vehicles fill
the available space in the single
westbound Baptist Road lane
between the Parkway and the
northbound frontage section of
old Struthers Road before the
light turns green for westbound
Baptist Road traffic stopped in
front of the King Soopers shop-
ping center. Then there is no
room for the vehicles waiting in
front of the King Soopers cen-
ter to advance past the Jackson
Creek Parkway traffic signal de-
spite having a green light. Some
of these westbound drivers enter
the intersection even if there
is no room to get all the way
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through to the single westbound
lane. Then they are confronted
by aggressive southbound drivers
who challenge them for the right of
way when they want to turn right
with a green light.

In addition, some frustrated
southbound parkway drivers turn
right, without stopping for a red
light, in front of westbound drivers
who have a green light, setting up
an equally dangerous confronta-
tion.

A separate long-standing
problem that contributes to back-
ups onto [-25 is that frustrated
drivers turn right from southbound
Struthers Road onto westbound
Baptist when the large “No Right-
Turn” light is red. As they illegally
proceed west, they nearly collide
with cars that are legally turn-
ing west with a green light from
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the northbound off-ramp to go
westbound over the interchange
bridge, further backing up traf-
fic onto the through lanes of 1-25.
There is no traffic signal at the
northbound off-ramp intersec-
tion for westbound traffic, hence
no red light to stop these ille-
gally westbound vehicles from
Struthers Road before they enter
the intersection and confront ve-
hicles legally turning left onto the
bridge with a green light.

Responsibility for the config-
uration and timing of interchange
traffic signals belongs to the
Colorado Department of Trans-
portation (CDOT) rather than the
town of Monument, because the
state owns the interchange. The
timing and configuration of the
traffic signals at the King Soop-
ers intersection is the responsibil-
ity of the county Transportation
Department rather than the town
of Monument, because Baptist
Road is a county road. The town
can only request coordinated
changes from both departments
to reduce these problems.

Both sides of Baptist Road
between the King Soopers center
and the I-25 interchange are pro-
tected Preble’s meadow jumping
mouse habitat and wetlands. The
responsibility for the deteriorat-
ing condition of this short two-
lane segment of Baptist Road
is also divided due to the split
in ownership between the state
and county. No construction
permit has been issued over the
past several years to the state or
county by U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service for working in habitat or
the Army Corps of Engineers for
working in wetlands that would
allow temporary lane widening
and elimination of these danger-
ous and frustrating backups.

A condition of approval by
the Board of Trustees for con-
struction of the Home Depot
store was that a certificate of
occupancy would not be issued
until this section of Baptist Road
between the parkway and the
interchange had been widened to
at least four lanes at the expense
of the Marketplace owners. The
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board has not enforced the condi-
tion on the opening of the Home
Depot or any other store built in
the Marketplace since then be-
cause neither of its requests for
environmental permits for con-
struction of the additional lanes
has been approved. As more new
houses are built in Jackson Creek,
there is even more left-turn traf-
fic at the troubled King Soopers
center intersection, which further
compounds the backup problems
on Baptist Road and the through
lanes of I-25.

No firm date for beginning
the expansion of the interchange
and widening of the adjacent seg-
ment of Baptist Road has been
announced by the Baptist Road
Rural Transportation Authority.
The authority will pay for the
improvements with revenue gen-
erated by its new 1-cent sales tax
because there are no state funds
available to pay for the construc-
tion.

Five planning commis-
sioners appointed
Five of the seven town planning
commissioners’ terms expire in
January 2008. All five — Chair
Ed Delaney, Vice Chair Kathy
Spence, and Commissioners
Vince Hamm, Tom Martin, and
Patricia Mettler — applied for
two-year reappointments. Resi-
dent David Gwisdalla also ap-
plied for a two-year appointment,
leading to the requirement for an
election by the trustees. All six
were invited to speak to the board
about why they wanted to serve.
Hamm and Mettler were absent.

The four candidates in atten-
dance each explained why they
wanted to serve and the qualifica-
tions they had. Delaney, Spence,
and Martin each noted their
ability to provide continuity and
experience in providing sound
long-term advice to the board.
Gwisdalla noted that he had been
a civil engineer in the Air Force
for 11 years and had worked on
similar planning issues in that
capacity. These candidates also
answered general questions from
the board.

Tom Kassawara, director
of Development
Services, described
the contributions of
Hamm and Mettler
during their terms on
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Mettler and Gwis-
dalla. All but Mettler
were sworn in for
the next two years
by Town Clerk Scott
Meszaros.  Mettler
will be sworn in at a
later meeting.

The board also
unanimously ap-
proved a resolution
naming former
Monument  Mayor
Betty Konarski as
the town’s primary
representative for
2008 to the El Paso
County Water Au-
thority. Public Works

Above: New Planning Commissioner David Gwisdalla and
incumbents Ed Delaney and Kathy Spence were sworn in by
Town Clerk Scott Meszaros on Dec. 17 for new two-year terms
after election by the Board of Trustees. Incumbent Commissioners
Tom Martin and Patricia Mettler were also re-elected. Photo by
Jim Kendrick.

Director Rich Landreth was
named as the alternate in the res-
olution. A companion resolution
named Landreth as Monument’s
primary representative to the
Pikes Peak Regional Water Au-
thority for 2008, and Konarski as
his alternate.

Regional Building fee

increases approved
Three members of the Pikes Peak
Regional Building Department,
Henry Yankowski, Bob Croft,
and Curtis Martinell, presented
the department’s proposed fee
schedule for 2008. The depart-
ment is asking all the municipali-
ties in El Paso and Teller Coun-
ties that use Regional Building
for construction reviews, approv-
als, and enforcement of building
codes to pass resolutions that ap-
prove the numerous increases in
the revised fee schedule. Service
fees for plan review, enumera-
tion, testing, and re-inspections
will go up 12-20 percent. Permit
fees for commercial construction
valued at more than $50,000 will
increase 12-18 percent. Permit
fees for residential construction
will rise 6-22 percent for houses
over 2,000 square feet. However,
fees for some houses smaller than
2,000 square feet will slightly
decrease.

Yankowski said that the num-
ber and complexity of inspections
for houses over 3,000 square feet
are dramatically higher than
those for entry-level homes due
to higher system content such as
dual heating and air conditioning
systems. In addition, there will
be fewer homes built in 2008,
about 1,750 units compared to the
2,700 built to date in 2007. The
department’s policy is to have to-
tal fee revenue cover total costs of
operation. The required revenue
from each of the smaller number
of new homes to be built in 2008
must go up significantly if devel-
opment is to pay its own way.

The board unanimously ap-
proved the new fees.

Construction agreement
with Mountain View Elec-

tric approved
The board unanimously approved
an agreement to immediately pay

Mountain View Electric Asso-
ciation (MVEA) $289,558. This
“payment in full” covers the
MVEA'’s entire estimated cost, in
advance, for a joint construction
project to move existing electri-
cal power lines installed above
ground on power poles along the
full length of Third Street to new
underground trenches that will be
excavated along the right-of-way.
Third Street, like most downtown
streets, is subject to dangerous
flooding during heavy thunder-
storms. The board recently ap-
proved a long-term stormwater
master plan to upgrade all down-
town drainage.

Part of this full payment is a
$15,000 refundable contingency
deposit to cover any costs for
unexpected problems encoun-
tered during burial of the power
lines and associated transformers
and connections for services to
individual buildings. The town
previously paid a separate $3,000
engineering fee to MVEA to ini-
tiate the preparation of the cost
estimate letter and the construc-
tion contract.

Kassawara noted that the
original MVEA estimate for
the utility’s share of the work,
which the town must pay for,
was $650,000 to $750,000. Town
engineering consultant Nolte
Associates prepared detailed
construction plans for MVEA,
which led to reducing the utility’s
cost estimate to $274,558. If cost
estimates turn out to exceed the
approved amount, MVEA will
cease work until the board ap-
proves and the town forwards a
supplementary payment to cover
the entire increase. The town will
separately pay for its staff, con-
sultants, and contractors to per-
form much of the work required
by MVEA such as:

* Trenching

» Construction staking

* Reconnection of electrical
lines after they are moved off
the power poles

» Excavation and replacement of
asphalt at road intersections

* Removal and replacement of
all vegetation and fences

* Relocation of any
utility’s infrastructure

other
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No cost estimate for the town’s
share of this work was given. If
underground boring is required
to move the power lines under-
ground, the MVEA contract
states that “this contract is null
and void.”

Kassawara noted that if the
costs of services to be performed
by consultants or contractors
were to exceed his approval au-
thority, he would immediately
seek board approval for the re-
quired expenditures. The total
payment will be made from the
2007 Public Works Department
Capital Outlay budget, though
most of the work will be per-
formed by MVEA in the first half
of 2008.

Kassawara noted that con-
struction should begin within
60 days of MVEA receiving the
town’s check, weather permit-
ting. If there are no unforeseen
contingencies, construction
should be completed in 60 days,
weather permitting. The contract
notes that there may also be de-
lays in obtaining construction
materials. Nonetheless, Kas-
sawara said that this phase of the
improvement project should be
completed before Third Street is
to be used for the annual Fourth
of July parade. He said the staff
will arrange for contractors to
begin the rest of the Third Street
renovation with construction of
new underground storm sewer
collection lines, curb, gutter, and
sidewalks beginning “as soon as
possible” after the parade.

Grant agreement with
D-38 conditionally ap-

proved

The board unanimously approved
an intergovernmental agreement
with Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict 38 for the town to apply for
a grant from Greater Outdoors
Colorado (GOCO) to help pay
for proposed improvements to the
D-38 playing fields adjacent to
Grace Best Elementary School.
D-38 is ineligible to apply for
GOCO grants. The town has
tentatively agreed to help pay
for maintenance of the improved
fields by D-38 personnel with
excess tax revenue that it will be
able to retain after the voters ap-
proved another four-year TABOR
waiver ballot question in Novem-
ber. The ballot question required
that these excess revenues be used
for senior and youth programs.

The intergovernmental
agreement for applying for the
GOCO grant calls for D-38 to
perform all administrative tasks
and responsibilities for the grant.
The agreement does not bind the
town in any way for future fund-
ing or other participation in the
project at this time. The separate
grant implementation agreement
had not been completed before
this board meeting.

Trustee Steve Samuels, who
is chief operating officer for a
large landscaping corporation
in Colorado Springs, asked that
the board stipulate that D-38
must agree that the fields will
be upgraded with artificial turf
before the town applies for the
GOCO grant. He said sod fields
cannot be adequately sustained

in Monument’s climate based on
his many years of experience as a
landscaper and a regional football
official. Also, the town does not
have enough water to irrigate any
large areas of sod.

Public Works Director Lan-
dreth, who would be responsible
for spending the GOCO grant
funds, said that the proposed
stipulation on artificial turf would
have to be reported in the town’s
letter of support for the GOCO
grant application, which required
the board to make a decision on
Samuels’ proposed condition of
approval. The board unanimously
approved the intergovernmental
agreement and Samuels’ condi-
tion on artificial turf.

Willow Springs annexa-

tion petition accepted

The board approved a resolution
that stated that the annexation
petition from landowner James
Morley for the proposed Willow
Springs Ranch development is in
substantial compliance with state
statutes. Trustee Travis Easton,
a civil engineer for Nolte Asso-
ciates, abstained from the vote
because Nolte is the engineering
consultant for the Willow Springs
development.

The resolution set a Planning
Commission hearing date of Jan.
9 and a Board of Trustees hearing
date of Feb. 4 for the requested
annexation. The Willow Springs
Ranch development is a portion
of the former Watt family’s prop-
erty. It is bordered by the railroad
tracks to the east, Baptist Road
to the south, the Forest Lakes
development to the west, and the
town’s Synthes Avenue industrial
zone to the north. Because the
configuration of the parcel does
not meet the one-sixth contigu-
ity requirement on the border
with the industrial zone, Morley
will divide the property into two
separate parcels. Addition 1 (the
northern half) and Addition 2
(the southern half) will be con-
sidered for annexation in turn at
the two scheduled hearings.

Erosion control ordi-

nance approved

The board unanimously approved
an ordinance creating stormwater
discharge and erosion control
regulations so that the town can
take over control of these issues
from the county. Kassawara
reported that the town has not
been able to adequately inhibit
or prevent excessive stormwater
runoff and pollutants from exit-
ing privately owned sites within
the town boundaries and entering
town rights-of-way and drain-
age facilities. The town cannot
comply with federal mandates
to regulate erosion and pollution
that affects federally protected
waters without approval of this
new ordinance. Kassawara said
that passage of the ordinance
would enable the town to take
violators to court and prevail.

This deficiency was brought
to a head when excessive drain-
age and sediment from the
recently annexed Villages at
Monument development on the
northeast corner of Highway
105 and Knollwood Drive and
adjacent county properties to

the east on Bowstring Road led
to substantial erosion problems
on the east side of Jackson Creek
Parkway north of Higby Road.
The town was unable to obtain
voluntary compliance to improve
detention and water quality
control ponds from the Villages
at Woodmoor developer, WED
LLC, or the county properties for
over a year. The excessive flows
and sedimentation created costly
damage to the town’s drainage
along the parkway.

This ordinance will regulate
all land within the town bound-
aries, including the properties
within  Triview Metropolitan
District. The Department of
Development Services will ad-
minister the erosion and pollution
control programs, conduct site
inspections, notify developers
and landowners of violations,
impose fees for re-inspections
and liens for failure to pay these
fees, issue emergency orders for

abatement, impose daily fines
and stop-work orders, and have
summonses issued for hearings
in Monument’s municipal court
in the case of failures to comply
with town directives.

Three road improvement
special district

resolutions amended
The board unanimously approved
three  resolutions amending
town resolutions that approved
the individual service plans for
three special road construction
districts for the recently annexed
Homeplace Ranch, Village at
Woodmoor, and Sanctuary Pointe
developments. The amended
resolutions were requested by the
bond attorney for all the districts,
Sherman & Howard. Though
properly documented in each
district’s service plan, the service
plan resolutions did not include
the phrase “but shall be Galla-
gher adjusted” after the phrases

that capped the maximum mill
levy for each of the districts at
35 mills. The amendments also
corrected minor typographical
errors.

Police Chief Jake Shirk re-
ported that his department had
successfully responded to the
shooting incident Dec. 9 at New
Life Church and had assisted El
Paso County Sheriff’s Office per-
sonnel during a recent lockdown
at Lewis-Palmer High School. He
noted that the extensive train-
ing for these contingencies that
members of his department have
received resulted in the effective
responses.

The meeting adjourned at 8:
03 p.m.

sokkkk kR

The next meeting is at 6:30 p.m.
on Jan. 7 at Town Hall, 166 Sec-
ond St. Meetings are normally
held on the first and third Mon-
days of the month. Information:
481-2954 or 884-8117.
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AmericanNationalBank

Your Perfect Financial Fit"
1864 Woodmoor Drive, Suite 205
anbbank.com ¢ 867-3382

Serving you with 5 additional locations in Colorado Springs!

Member FDIC @ Equal Housing Lender

American National Bank is proud to expand

its service to the Monument Community!

We're excited to be moving our doors to a new
and expanded full-service Banking Center to
better serve our customers. This new Banking

Center will feature:

¢ 3 Drive-up Lanes

¢ 1 Drive-up ATM

¢ Safe Deposit Boxes
* A Spacious Lobby

¢ Community Room

Call us today, we would be happy to begin

building the foundation to a lasting relationship.
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By Jim Kendrick
The Palmer Lake Town Council unani-
mously approved resolutions for the 2008
budget, appropriation, and certification
mill levies on Dec. 13. The bond mill levy
will be 5.624 mills and the general property
tax mill levy will be 9.716 mills. Three new
employees will be hired in 2008 for the po-
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Palmer Lake Town Council, December 13

Town approves water rate increase, 3 new hires

lice, water, and roads departments. Trustee
Trish Flake’s absence was excused.

The board unanimously approved
an ordinance increasing all water rates 9
percent. The ordinance tasks the council
to review the solvency of the water fund
every May and November to determine if
the rates are high enough to cover Water

L)

Your neighborhood licensed childcare faoiliiy
located in Historic Downtown Monument since
1993 serving children ages 12 months
to 12 years.

Longtime, highly qualified
teaching staff certified in

CPR & First Aid
Developmentally appropriate
programs for all children
Committed to a multi-cultural,
anti-biased philosophy

Hot lunch and snacks prepared
in our kitchen - kid friendly and
nutritious menus

Y2 day and full-day preschool

Before & after school programs
Transportation to and from
District 38 elementary schools
Kindergarten readiness skills
Homework assistance

Summer camp

Vacation camps

Programs during elementary
school closures

Open year-round with
year-round enrollment

Please drop in or phone for a tour.
We would love to show you our school!

77 Third Street - 488-0884
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 6:30 pm

Department operating expenses.

A payment of $2,870 was unani-
mously approved to cover the shortfall
in contributions to the Palmer Lake Fire-
works Committee, used to pay for police
overtime for traffic control and emergency
services during the 2007 Fourth of July
fireworks display. The payment was cov-
ered with money transferred from the
town’s general, economic development,
and police funds.

Regional Building fee increases

for 2008 unanimously approved
Curtis Martinell and Bob Croft of the
Pikes Peak Regional Building Department
presented the department’s proposed fee
schedule for 2008. The department is ask-
ing all the municipalities in El Paso and
Teller Counties that use Regional Build-
ing for construction reviews, approvals,
and enforcement of building codes to pass
resolutions that approve the numerous in-
creases in the revised fee schedule.

Croft said there were no “drastic
changes” to the fee schedule. Fees will go
up for larger homes and down for smaller
ones. The Regional Advisory Board
and Building Commission analyzed and
verified the cost of service figures for the
various services provided by the Regional
Building Department and their correlation
to national tables for inspection costs. Each
inspection requires 35-37 hours of work by
department staff.

The board unanimously approved rati-
fication of the new fee schedule.

The board also unanimously approved
new business licenses for Caring Hands
Therapeutic Massage, 755 Highway 105,
and Classroom 121, LLC, which provides
physics teaching support for parents who
home-school their children, as well as a
new sign permit for Moss Sportswear &
Embroidery, 677 Highway 105.

Tim Irish of Design Properties de-
scribed plans to build the Arbor Mountain
senior living property on the south side of
Highway 105 east of the Knollwood Drive
intersection. He noted that he had received
28 reservations for the planned 57 living
units. Living units will range from 850
square feet to 1,400 square feet. He said
there will be full services for those resi-

dents, 55 and up, who don’t want to leave
the residence very often.

Irish has built 16 rental facilities of this
type and has four more in development.
He added that his market study shows a
demand for about 400 units of this type.
He hopes to build two more residential
buildings with about 60 units each in the
Tri-Lakes region on five acres each as soon
as possible. Irish said he was looking for
“reasonably priced” land to build another
affordable residence for middle-income
seniors ($50,000 per year) in Palmer Lake.
Irish added that state and federal subsidies
may be available for lower-income seniors
on a “case-by-case basis.”

The land for the Monument residence
was donated by the Town of Monument to
Irish in return for having 10 percent of the
rental units discounted for lower-income
seniors.

The council unanimously approved
a resolution amending its existing fran-
chise agreement with Aquila Gas, which
will undergo a corporate name change to
Black Hills Corp. An update of a separate
franchise agreement with the Independent
Rural Electric Association is expected to
be approved in the near future.

The meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m.
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The next regular council meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. Jan. 9 at Town Hall, 42 Val-
ley Crescent. Workshops are normally held
on the first Thursday of the month. Regular
meetings are normally held on the second
Thursday of the month. Information: 481-
2953.

Complete service
comes to youl!

(719) 487-9119

gervice@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing,

~Alaskan Cod ~ Pork Tenderloin ~ Chicken Marsala ~ Orange Duck ~ Almond Salmon ~ Sea Scallops ~ Greek Chicken ~ Almond Crusted Salmon ~

Mention this ad in
January for
Buy one dinner
entree, receive
one entrée of equal or
lesser value FREE

Dine-in only
Valid Tues—Thurs

5>

Reservations
suggested
For dinner

~ Penne Beef Asiago ~ Spicy Seafood Chipotle ~ Grilled Smoked Pork Loin Chops ~ Shrimp ~

Dinner Tues.-Sat.

Filling Station Restaurant
25 Highway 105

Palmer Lake

Casual ~ Elegant ~ Dining

481-4/80

5>

5:00-9:00 pm

www.BandEFillingStation.com

Now open for
BREAKFAST
Tues.—Sat.
7:30-11:00

Sunday
8:00-1:00

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

5>

Now open for
LUNCH
Tues.-Sat.
11:00-2:00

Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes
& Lighting, and more..

the color of home.
the color of life.
the color of certainty
in the Tri-Lakes Region.

CertaPro Paintfers
'—

Residential. Commercial. Interior. Exterior.

Call today to schedule your
free estimate

1-866-498-0343

Or schedule online at
www.certapro.com/sched
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Donald Wescott Fire Protection District board, December 19

Shooting response leads to
emergency purchase of body armor

Above (L to R): Board president Brian Ritz,
Johnathan Urban, Chief Jeff Edwards, and board
member Kevin Gould. Urban was sworn in at the
beginning of the Dec. 19 meeting as one of the three
additional full-time firefighters who will begin work at
the Donald Wescott Fire Protection District on Dec.
27. Urban will be assigned to the C shift. His parents,
John and Kris Urban attended the ceremony. Photo by
Jim Kendrick.

By Jim Kendrick

Following the district’s involvement in the New Life
Church shooting incident on Dec. 9, the board of the Don-
ald Wescott Fire Protection District on Dec. 19 authorized
$25,000 for immediate purchase of eight sets of Kevlar
body armor for firefighters and ambulance drivers. The
board also approved the long-term purchase of Kevlar hel-
mets for all full-time personnel. Director Kraig Sullivan
was absent.

Although it was not acknowledged at the time by
Colorado Springs police public information officers or the
media, Wescott personnel were the first emergency crews
to arrive on the scene at New Life Church. Wescott’s AMR
ambulance treated and transported two of the shooting
victims to the hospital. One victim was pronounced dead
at the scene and the fourth victim refused treatment or
transport. Wescott crews remained on the scene for eight
hours.

The crews in Wescott’s AMR ambulance were AMR
paramedic Doug Mclntyre and Wescott firefighter Roger
Lance. The Wescott firefighters in Engine 1 were Capt.
Scott Ridings, Curt Leonhardt, and volunteer Jim Rackl.

Chief Jeff Edwards said the Wescott crews had no
protection from firearms “in a pretty dangerous situation
with a lot of unknowns” while they performed a rapid tri-
age and prepared the victims for immediate extrication
and transport. Edwards said he appreciated the protection
provided by members of the Colorado Springs Police De-
partment, who surrounded them “with their guns drawn”
in a “surreal situation.” Edwards added that the Wescott
crews are “trained to handle trauma but not specifically
trained to enter a scene like that” with a suspected second
shooter still at large and suspected improvised explosive
devices that had not yet been found or disarmed. Triage
and extrication took only 8 minutes and transport to Pen-
rose in downtown Colorado Springs took only 11 minutes
“for this level 2 trauma.”

Wescott board President Brian Ritz, who is a lieuten-
ant in the Colorado Springs Police Department, noted
that his regular job required him to be working inside the
church building that day to sweep for other shooters and
explosive devices. Ritz said that Wescott’s performance
“was 100 percent appropriate.”

Edwards reported that he researched several sources
and prices for purchasing seven sets of ballistic vests and
helmets using the same specifications as those used by the
Colorado Springs Police SWAT team. Edwards had also
coordinated with the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office for
training to perform emergency medical treatment in con-
junction with a tactical or SWAT team in the future. He
acknowledged that there was no money listed in the 2007
equipment budget for this type of purchase and asked that
the $25,000 for the lowest quote he had obtained be re-
allocated from as yet unspent money in the other district
funds before the end of the year.

The board unanimously approved an emergency ex-
penditure of $25,000. The board determined that every
full-time firefighter will be provided a properly fitted
personal helmet.

Board Treasurer Dave Cross reported that the district
had just received a check for $45,000 in state matching
funds for the volunteer firefighter pension fund and that
all budget items were on track with the 2007 budget.

Capt. Mike Whiting noted that the monthly run
reports now have an additional listing for runs that are
cancelled en route, before the responding vehicles arrive
at the scene. There were 9 cancellations en route out of 72
district calls and 10 cancellations of 34 mutual aid calls
in November. There had been no firefighter injuries in
2007 in 1,020 calls through the end of November. The
district has qualified for a discount on its insurance rates
as a result.

The board unanimously approved a meeting sched-
ule for 2008 in which meetings will continue to be held
on the third Wednesday of the month.

Johnathan Urban was sworn in as one of the three
additional full-time firefighters scheduled to begin work
at the district on Dec. 27.

The board unanimously approved a resolution ap-
pointing district employee Ginnette Ritz as the District
Election Official for the upcoming election in May. Ritz

noted that any election that includes TABOR issues must
be a mail-in election from now on. The board unanimously
approved a polling place election for the new board mem-
bers, as Wescott will have no TABOR issues in the May
election.

Volunteer sought for

vacant seat on the board
The board unanimously approved a motion to remove Sul-
livan from the board without prejudice, in accordance with
a Colorado statute, due to three unexcused board meeting
absences in a row and declare a vacant seat.

The board is soliciting volunteers to formally submit
not later than Jan. 15 a letter of application for appointment
to the vacant seat . State statutes require that the vacant
seat be filled within 60 days. The appointment would run
through the May meeting. If the appointee wishes to con-
tinue to be a member of the board, he or she must become

a candidate for the May election. Any interested Wescott
elector can contact Ginnette Ritz or Chief Jeff Edwards at
488-8680.

New personnel manual discussed

The latest draft of the revised personnel manual was
distributed to the shift captains before the meeting, and
they presented their comments to the board to read after
the meeting. The board asked the captains to discuss the
draft manual with all the other employees and obtain their
comments. Cross and Edwards will go over all the other
comments before the next board meeting to prepare a final
draft for a vote by the board.

The board went into executive session at 8:17 p.m. to
discuss a personnel matter.
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The next board meeting will be at 7 p.m. on Jan. 16 at Sta-
tion 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. Information: 488-8680.

Open Enroliment
‘_ 'i THIS MONTH!

Lewis-Palmer School District

will accept applications for open enroliment in
the 2008 - 2009 academic year from

January 8th to February 1st, 2008.

Open Enroliment is the process to enroll
students in schools outside their assigned,
neighborhood attendance area.

Families from any school district may apply.
All grades at all schools are open to accept
applications, including
all grades at both high schools.

Details of the open enroliment process are
explained on the District 38 web site,
www.lewispalmer.org. Families without
Internet access should call (719) 488-4700.

Yoga Pathways Studio

325 2nd. 8t. Suite W in the Monteverde Bldg. Monument

January
gpecial Eventg

Mindfulness Tools to Reduce Stress
Pat Tegler Sun., Jan. 13 3-5 pm
Pre-register 375-1922 or 481-4137

Ist Anniversary Celebration!
Sun. Jan. 27 1-4 pm
free demo mini-classes

see page 16 for schedule
food & door prizes!

8attvic Stuff
the yoga & healthy living shop
Tue. & Fri. 10:30-1:30; Wed. 4-8;
before & after classes Sharon 481-0599
January Clearance Sale
8ee our ad on page 33 for details

Studio Info:
Raleigh 481-4137 or
Sue 660-7858

Monday
1:00-2:30 pm
6:00-7:15 pm
Tuesday
9:00-10:25 am
10:35-noon
6:30-8:00 pm
Wednesday
9:30-11:00 am
5:30-6:45 pm
7:00-8:15 pm
Thursday
6:30-7:45 am
1:00-2:30 pm
Friday
9:00-10:30 am
11:00-12:15 pm
Saturday
9:15-10:45 am
Sunday
10:00-11:15 am
4:30-5:45 pm

Class Fees: $13 drop-in, $10 with multi-class card

8chedule for January

Raleigh
Rebecca/Sue

Gentle Yoga
Beginning Yoga

Raleigh
Sue
Sue

Level I-1l Yoga
All Levels Yoga
All Levels Yoga

Raleigh
Raleigh
Lauralee

Level | Yoga
PM Practice 4-All

Power Yoga

Sue
Raleigh

All Levels Yoga
Gentle Yoga

Sue
Rose

All Levels Yoga
Power Yoga

All Levels Yoga Sue

Sue
Lauralee/Rose

Vinyasa Yoga
Power Yoga

Other Instructors: Lauralee 460-5649, Rose 332-7564, Rebecca 659-7667
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By Susan Hindman

The Dec. 12 meeting marked the last time
board members would meet as the Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Rescue Authority
and be referred to by their separate dis-
tricts. The authority includes the Wood-
moor-Monument Fire Protection District,
which formed in 1975, and the Tri-Lakes
Fire Protection District, which formed in
1977. Voters overwhelmingly approved
merging the two in October, and on Jan.
1, 2008, the Woodmoor-Monument dis-
trict would be dissolved and incorporated
into the Tri-Lakes district, and the name
changed to the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire
Protection District.

Several board members paused during
the meeting to reflect on the occasion. “It
has been a long, long road,” said Trea-
surer John Hildebrandt, who has been the
Tri-Lakes district’s treasurer since 1997.
“We have come so far. And if you look at
where we are at this time and where we’re
headed, it’s amazing. Chief Navarro (of the
Colorado Springs Fire Department) would
like to see our model used for the rest of
the county. That speaks volumes.”

Director Rod Wilson extended his
thanks to the current and past boards and
the district employees. “It’s been a tough
row to hoe. We couldn’t have done it with-
out the employees, both boards, and the
previous boards.... I’ve been involved for
20 years, and I thought I’d never see the
day.”

Authority President Charlie Pocock
called the moment “historic.”

Treasurer’s report
“We are sitting quite well at this point in
time for the year,” Hildebrandt said. As
of Nov. 30, 99.41 percent of the budgeted
property tax revenue had been received.
Specific ownership taxes were down 5
percent, and he anticipated finishing the
year with a $21,207 deficit in these taxes.
(Denboske, however, said that additional

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Rescue Authority, December 12

A little nostalgia, a lot of paperwork mark
authority’s last meeting

monies had come in since the November
report was compiled, so the deficit number
is lower.) Hildebrandt anticipated ambu-
lance revenues would offset any deficit,
with an excess of $45,000 projected for
the year; fire inspection fees and interest
on deposits would also boost the totals.
Bottom line, he said, there would not be a
shortfall in revenue.

“There’s always something in the
budget that’s just a thorn in our sides,
and this year it was station supplies and
maintenance for stations 1 and 2,” he said.
Other than that, he said “this year has gone
very well.” The district will enter the new
year with enough funds to support itself
for three to four months before property
taxes start coming in.

2008 budget

Denboske said that all board members’
questions about the budget had been an-
swered and “everything balances from top
to bottom.” After the board approved the
budget, Hildebrandt congratulated Denbo-
ske and the other officers for their role in
the ‘08 budget.

Merger paperwork

The board was read a “resolution appro-
priating sums of money,” a set of forms
required by the state Department of Local
Affairs and the county treasurer that ad-
dresses the issues of mill levy certifica-
tions and the merging of funds from both
districts.

The Woodmoor-Monument district’s
mill levy has been 9.92 mills; the Tri-
Lakes district’s is 8.5 mills. As of Jan. 1,
the mill levy for the merged districts will
be 8.5 mills.

The new district will begin the year
with a total general fund of $4,784,435,
which includes the reserve funds. Each
district’s board had to vote to approve its
portion being added to the fund.

In addition, a “budget summary mes-

sage” form noted the dissolution of the
Woodmoor-Monument district and the of-
ficial name change of the Tri-Lakes district
to the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection
District. The summary message notes the
“real property” that lies in the service area;
what the fire district does; past budgets and
actual expenses for 2007; the SAFER grant
monies expected next year ($140,000); ma-
jor acquisitions by the authority; and the
results of the election.

Equipment update
The new tender (water truck) is having
storage space built on and will be ready
after Jan. 1. Denboske said if this truck
works out, he’d like to get a second tender
from the same seller, who indicated he
could locate another one.

The proposed sale of the Woodmoor
ladder truck to Cripple Creek is in limbo,
awaiting paperwork from that fire depart-
ment.

Ken Cox, the authority’s firefighter/
maintenance manager, gave a report as to
what happened to the ladder truck, which
is currently out of service. He called the
damage to the ladder “a training issue and
an oversight on the driver’s part. ... The
issue has been addressed, the training has
been addressed,” he said, but it will cost
$10,000 to $15,000 to fix the ladder. Cox
said the truck itself is still in “great shape”
and recommends keeping it. It will need
to go to Castle Rock to be worked on and
then be retested and recertified by the state
before it can return to use.

The Woodmoor ladder truck is in “re-
serve capacity, since we don’t want to dam-
age it or put any more miles on it,” which
might affect the sale to Cripple Creek, Cox
said. Board members expressed concern
about not having a ladder truck available.
But Cox said the district has made arrange-
ments with other districts in case a ladder
truck is needed. Denboske added that the
truck is there if it’s needed, “but our goal is

to not compromise that vehicle.... It’s not
going out as the first-response vehicle.”

Director Harv Sims asked how a
training mistake can be prevented from
happening in a real situation. “Educa-
tion,” Denboske responded. “We need to
go back and start from the beginning. This
is a good learning experience for us, but a
costly learning experience for us monetari-
ly. But if we go back to the beginning and
start fresh and go through all the processes
again,” he said, “we can lessen the chance
of it happening.”

Potential water provider

The board is exploring the possibility of
getting its water service from Pioneer
Lookout Water District, a small local water
provider that serves about 50 homes and
businesses and will be supplying water to
a new development across the street from
Station 1. Wilson has asked Pioneer if it
would be able to provide service to the fire
district, and they said it was doable.

Board President Charlie Pocock said
that the station’s well is fine, but all the
other users went to their own wells. “We’re
the only ones left on this well. If it goes
bad, it’s up to us to fix it. So I think we
need a more reliable source.”

Wilson will explore the options and
details of going with Pioneer Lookout.

The board went into executive session
to discuss updates to the personnel manu-
al. After returning to the regular meeting,
they voted to approve the manual.

sosksteotsokskogokok

The Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection
District will hold its first meeting as a new
district on Jan. 23. The board normally
meets the fourth Wednesday of each month
at 7 p.m. at Station 1, 18650 Highway 105
(next to the bowling alley). For more infor-
mation, call Chief Denboske at 481-2312 or
visit www.tri-lakesfire.com.
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Heatwaves

TANNING SALON, INC.
Serving The Area Since 1996

* 5 Sonnen Braune Tanning Beds
 Sun Capsule VHR

* One Month Unlimited

* 120 min. $90 (Sun Capsule)

* $19.95 A Month Package — Long Term
« Seasonal Specials

* Special Orders Welcome

Power Wave Massage

* 1st 15 Minutes Free!

* Relieves Sore Muscles & Pain
* Increases Circulation

* Promotes Relaxation

You Should Have
Tanned At Heatwaves

£

Hours: Seasonal — Please Call

488-8884

481 Hwy 105 #210
Monument Plaza

ostercar
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Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board Meeting, December 20

Board reaffirms plan to open PRHS in Fall 2008

Thursday of each month at the
Learning Center in the Lewis-
Palmer Administration Build-
ing, 2nd and Jefferson. The next
regular monthly meeting of the
Board will be held January 17 at
7 pm. On January 10, the board
will hold a work session to dis-
cuss budgetary issues.

A public tour of the PRHS
site is being planned for Janu-
ary 20.

The district’s Web site is at
www.lewispalmer.org.

The Monument Academy

s = ‘-ﬁb":.n g

Above (L to R) D-38 CFO Cheryl Wangeman and Superintendent Ray Blanch present budget alternatives to the Lewis-Palmer
School Board Dec. 20. The board members are Mark Pfoff, Dee Dee Eaton, Jeff Cantlebary, Gail Wilson, and John Mann. Photo by

John Heiser.

By John Heiser
At the Lewis-Palmer District 38
School Board meeting December
20, Superintendent Ray Blanch
and Chief Financial Officer Cher-
yl Wangeman presented a budget

support for O’Toole. Several of
these individuals addressed the
board, spoke highly of O’Toole,
and encouraged the district to re-
consider the policy and reinstate
O’Toole.

covering grounds and athletic
fields including artificial turf
and restrooms/field house is
recommended for release.
That will add $1.1 million
to the guaranteed maximum

the district’s current financial
challenges and public input.
The open enrollment period
for grades K-12 begins January
8 and ends February 1.

District Audit report accepted—

realignment for the 2007-2008 Deb Goth, parent and Dis- price (GMP) bringing it Wangeman presented a brief
fiscal year, including a $250,000 trict Accountability ~Advisory to $44,984,501. The GMP review of the District Audit
budget reduction, a hiring freeze, = Committee member, commended includes approximately report for the 2006-2007 fiscal
and the possibility of increasing Lewis Palmer Middle School for $930,000 in contractor year. She stated everything

student fees. These recommen-
dations were in response to the
board’s direction to reduce the
budget in light of the failed mill
levy override (MLO) ballot mea-
sure, reduced student enrollment
growth, and the need to phase out

being named a John Irwin School
of Excellence, noting that Princi-
pal Terry Miller has assembled a
team that has been effective in
bringing about positive change at
the school.

Ilanit Bennaim, parent and

contingencies and allowances.
If not needed to complete the
project, those funds would
come back to the district.

* Furnishings, equipment, start-
up supplies, and technology
are due for bidding in late

seems to be in accordance
with all state and federal laws,
and the management letter
supplied by the audit firm
indicates favorable results.
The board directed Wangeman
to submit the report to the

deficit spending. Special  Education  Advisory January. The total allocated State Auditor’s Office, as
Wangeman presented the Committee (SEAC) member, not- for these items is about $4.5 required by law.

budgetary impact of open- ed that the Colorado Department million. Facilities and Enrollment

ing Palmer Ridge High School of Education made a presentation ¢ Work has been completed at Committee (FEC) report

(PRHS), based in part upon rec-
ommendations supplied by the
MLO Fact Finding Committee.
Board members discussed the
pros and cons of opening PRHS
for the 2008-2009 school year.
Options  considered included
completing the construction of
PRHS, but leaving the building
empty for 1-3 years or absorbing
the cost of opening PRHS for the
2008-09 school year. The board
directed the superintendent to
create a budget for the 2008-09
school year that includes open-
ing PRHS and reduction of $1.8
million in district annual expen-
ditures.

Blanch emphasized that the
proposed near-term budget cuts
are manageable but if an MLO
is not passed in 2008, the future
budget cuts required would seri-
ously impact the district’s ability
to maintain excellence and sup-
port student achievement.

Citizen comments
Lewis-Palmer substitute teacher

at the December SEAC meeting
regarding legal requirements for
special education services. She
encouraged the district to place
more emphasis on its special edu-
cation programs.

High school construction

project update

Jeff Chamberlin of RLH Engi-
neering reviewed this month’s
progress at the high school con-
struction sites. Some highlights:

Construction on the new
high school is continuing on
schedule, with a public tour of
the construction site planned
for January 20.

Of the $68 million in bond
proceeds, interest, and other
revenues, $31.2 million in
invoices have been paid, $5.5
million in invoices have been
processed during the latest
month, and $24.8 million have
been committed on current
contracts leaving $6.6 million
not yet committed.

At the Palmer Ridge High

the Lewis-Palmer High School

(LPHS) stadium with fencing

and landscaping. The two-year

warranty is in effect. The final

contract price including five

change orders is $4.6 million.
The board approved the adjust-
ment to the contract for PRHS
for grounds and athletic fields
including artificial turf and
restrooms/field house, adding
$1.1 million to the total contract
amount. The board also approved
the final closeout contract price
for the LPHS stadium project.

Other matters

* Annual Stakeholders’ Report
approved — Blanch presented
a summary of the 2006-07
annual Stakeholders’ Report
that will be distributed to
all district residents by the
end of January. This report
includes a compilation of data
on student performance and
additional information about
the district’s schools, students,
and operations.

—Wangeman introduced Alisa
McGrath, who presented the
FEC report. The FEC was
established over a year ago
to oversee and review the
implementation of MLO and
bond ballot issues.

Superintendent’s update
— Blanch reported on the
recently distributed school
accountability reports, which
are just one indicator of the
performance of the school
district. Colorado  Student
Assessment Program (CSAP)
data is weighted heavily in this
report, which also includes
school  environment and
safety information, a district
taxpayer’s report, and data
about district staff.

Belteau to retire — Ted
Belteau, director of secondary
education, has announced that
he will retire at the end of the
contract year. Belteau has
served in many capacities
during his 18 years with

Web site is at www.monument
academy.net.

Local history on DVD
Stimimer Sojourn

A ifketone af Gl Park &
Tk §oid Wowrky AToniemdan i et oo o st

Call 481-3963
www.palmerdivideproductions.com

Connie Jordan
Certified Braiif Inteqration 4
Body Alignment Prictitioner
cqjon mn@Zminnm{}m{yWarks.cam

www.brainandpodyworks.com
17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, CO 0122

719-488-0578 home
717-243-0497 cell 717-488§-112Z fm:

Brawn 5 Body
Works

Are you a Number Jumbler??
Are you Lax with your Tax??
Are you a Pill with your Bills??

Shawn O'Toole said his em-  School (PRHS) site, drilling * Open enrollment window  the district. He expressed

ployment with the district was for the geothermal field is on in January — Robin Adair, appreciation to the people in v O
recently terminated because he schedule with over 100 wells Community Relations the district. B'lanch thanked

Yiolated Flistrict policy restrict- drilled. A second drill rig has Manager, and Blanch Bc?lteau for his help”“as a The Balancin g ACt
ing substitute teachers’ access to been added to assist the effort. discussed the procedure for friend and a colleague. L -

the district’s computer network. « The bridge linking the open enrollment. Students Follgwing the end of the pu.blic HBOO.Q Reeping or |
He said computer network ac- academic building with the entering ninth and tenth  Session, the board went into Small Business & Individuals

cess is needed in order for sub-
stitute teachers to do their jobs
and requested reinstatement.
Many adults and students were
present in the audience to show

arts building has been framed
with the roof deck installed.
Roofing work is planned for
completion in early January.
Based on the progress, Phase 3

grades next fall can apply
for open enrollment at either
of the two Lewis-Palmer
high schools. This change in
procedure came in response to

The
District 38 Board of Education
normally meets on the third

executive session to discuss per-
sonnel matters.

sheskeskoseoskokskeskoksk

Lewis-Palmer  School

35 Years of Office Solution and

Boolelzeeping Experience

Maggie Williamson
719-488-9110

emw(@bigplanet.com
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By Chris Pollard

After the previous meeting of the WIA
board where concerns were raised by
residents living near Toboggan Hill about
adding extra parking, Gary Marner, direc-
tor of Open Space, met with about 20 of
the residents. He said that there was now
a better atmosphere in the discussions and
he had asked them for suggestions for solv-
ing the problem.

For most of the residents, adding an-
other parking lot or enlarging the current
one was unacceptable. One popular sug-
gestion was that parking should be found
somewhere else. Kevin Nielsen, chief of
Public Safety, noted that the Tri-Lakes
Chapel had offered the use of its parking
lot in the past, and some people had used
it.

By André P. Brackin, P.E.
Capital Programs Division Manager
El Paso County
Department of Transportation
General contractor Rocky
Mountain Materials and Asphalt
(RMMA) project progress:
* The contracted work is just over 75%
complete to date
* Pay estimate #19 for December was
$389,851.75 with $2,585,586.90 left on
the original $ 10 million contract
* The Gleneagle Drive signal
activated in December

was

Woodmoor Improvement Association board, December 17

Toboggan Hill parking concerns debated

Suggestions were made that signs be
put out on heavy snow days to direct park-
ing elsewhere. This could include a banner
on the fence adjacent to the hill.

While the previous meeting had
brought many residents who lived adjacent
to the hill, this meeting brought another
contingent: those who normally drive past
Toboggan Hill. These residents were dis-
satisfied with the proposed signs because
the WIA normally only informs local
residents of any proposed changes. They
said their main concern was with safety.
Because the road is shaded by trees, snow
and ice remain on it, and the motorists
have learned to drive very slowly there.
They believe that the proposed site is at the
worst point on the road and would be just
as bad as a crossing place for children to
get to the slope.

Bill Walters, vice president, said that
there was still a problem with illegal park-
ing at the site and he had discussed the
possibilities of towing offenders as well as
adding more “no parking” signs.

George McFadden, secretary, said
that he had talked to the El Paso County
Sheriff’s Office about the matter, and it
had suggested that they put boulders along
the side of the road. This would have to be
discussed with the county Transportation
Department.

Nielsen reminded the board that there
were other issues not related to the roads.
Previously, his officers had to close the hill
because it had become too crowded. Three
people were injured within the space of 10
minutes or so and things were out of con-
trol. Walters noted a few other problems,
such as sanding on the sloped part of the

On the Roads

Baptist Rd. and Struthers Rd. project construction update

* Leather Chaps intersection opened,
signal work to be completed in January

* Final design and shop drawings are
completed for the wall to be constructed
on the northeast corner or Baptist and
Struthers Rd.

* Mountain View Electric Association
(MVEA) has completed its relocations

* Work on Struthers Road is 98%
complete, but is still considered a
construction zone

* The 4 lanes east of Leather Chaps have
been opened to traffic, with a change
in access to the frontage road for the

Family of Christ Lutheran

TREE MAN

Church and adjacent residential lots

* Snow plowing in inclement weather
is being provided by El Paso County
Department of Transportation and will
include the frontage road as a priority
one route

* Meeting held with Gleneagle property
owners/representatives for input on
noise wall prior to finalizing plans for
wall installation

* On schedule for April completion
pending weather

Utility issues

¢ MVEA has removed the transformer

road, night parking and night skiing.

Marner said that he was pretty much
convinced that more no-parking signs
would be posted. Nielsen said that he
would contact the county Department of
Transportation regarding the parking signs
and the possibility of an additional sand
barrel.

Directors then turned to other pos-
sibilities, with suggestions of finding an
additional location for sledding, placing
limits on the number of people per resident
in the group and even charging for the use
of the hill. No final decisions were made.

WIA will hold its Annual Meeting
Jan. 28 at 7 p.m. in the Lewis-Palmer
Middle School Cafeteria, 1776 Woodmoor
Drive.

and hot power lines in the eastbound
lanes of Baptist Rd. by the Struthers
intersection

» Paving of the eastbound lanes between
Struthers Road and Leather Chaps can
now be completed, weather permitting
- the specifications for paving
temperatures are a critical issue

* Aquila gas installation of valves on the
northwest corner of Leather Chaps is in
progress

« All Qwest
completed

relocations have been

Stephanie Forry

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential * Commercial * Industrial
Service Calls * Reasonable Rates ¢ Free Estimates
Fully Insured & Licensed
Master Electricians
David Lambert
(719) 243-2257

i

Fire Prevention—Tree Care NAIL TECHNICIAN

719-482-5453

e Brush and dead or
live tree removal
e Chipping

e Tree trimming
e Land clearing
e Low winter rates

719-488-1818

Licensed and Insured

In-Home Service by Appointment
Pink & White (acrylic, gels)
Manicures and Pedicures

Air Brushing

Keith Profita
(719) 243-2258

y Owned & Operated

Growing with the area for the
past 8 years - Thank You!

Since 1997

P 0. Box 88120 ¢ Black Forest, CO 80908

the color of home.
the color of life.
the color of certainty
in the Tri-Lakes Region.

We Want Your Trash!!!

Proudly Serving: Larkspur, Palmer Lake, Monument, Gleneagle, CertaPro Painters
Black Forest, Falcon, Peyton and Surrounding Areas (e

Residential. Commercial. Interior. Exterior.

* Weekly Curbside Pickup ° Senior Citizen Discount * Competitive Rates
* Residential  Commercial * Roll-Off Containers

Let Us Show You What Service is ALL ABOUT!

Call today to schedule your
free estimate

1-866-498-0343

Or schedule online at
www.certapro.com/sched
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By Bill Kappel

Much like the past few months, December started off mild
and dry with temperatures above average each of the first
few days, but winter soon made an appearance that brought
several bouts of cold and snow to the region from the sec-
ond week of the month through New Year’s Eve. During
that period, temperatures were below normal on 22 out of
24 days and over 2 feet of snow fell. The month, overall,
received above-normal snowfall, although not nearly as
much as last year, and was below normal for temperatures.
This was definitely a nice combination after a couple of
warm and dry months.

Highs hit the 50s on the Ist, dropped to the 40s on the

D ece m b e r We at h e r Wra p Nationally Certified Counselor "
Licensed Professional Educator ¥4
(www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/), is Licensed Professional
calling for better than average chances of above normal Counselor
temperatures and normal precipitation. For a complete
look at monthly climate summaries for the region, please Helping Individuals, Families,
visit www.thekappels.com/ClimateSummary.htm. Couples
P Sandra S. V ,
December 2007 Weather Statistics Now accepting Tricare Insurance a“’n‘_ Ara N Ce_g’_ez
Average High 34.7° (-5.2°) LPC.
Average Low 11.9° -0.8°) Experience the love and excitement e
. g y : in your relationship again!!
Highest Temperature 64° on the 4th
Lowest Temperature -11° on the 15th Parenting classes now forming
Monthly Precipitation 0.90” (-0.45)
Monthly Snowfall 26.1” (+6.1) Please call: 719-330-4256 Email: ssv4therapy@aol.com
Season to Date Snow 4277 (-4.1)
Season to Date Precip 10.16” (+0.20)

2nd and jumped way up into the 60s on the 3rd and 4th and,
amazingly, low temperatures didn’t fall below freezing on
the morning of the 4th. Hopefully you had a chance to en-
joy it, as big changes soon swept in as the weather finally
took a turn toward winter.

The first in a series of cold fronts moved through on
the 5th, keeping highs in the mid-40s. However, this first
surge of cold air had no moisture to work with, so we re-
mained mostly sunny. A second surge soon followed late
on the 6th, and this time some light snow fell as fog and
low clouds settled in. Temperatures continued to cool as
well, with highs only reaching the upper 20s and low 30s
on the 7th as around an inch of snow accumulated. Another
surge of cold air moved in during the early hours of the 8th,
again bringing another round of light snow. Highs on the
8th were reached at midnight with daytime temperatures
holding in the teens as 2-4 inches of snow accumulated.

Winter held its grip on the region for the second week
of December. Monday the 10th saw a strong cold front
move through late in the afternoon. Soon after the front
passed, snow began to fall during the early evening hours
and continued into the morning of the 11th. Most of us
received 3-6 inches of fresh snow and temperatures re-
mained cold. Highs on the 11th struggled to reach the low
20s, and with some gusty winds it felt even colder.

Sunshine returned for the next two days, and we man-
aged to break above the freezing mark just barely on the
afternoon of the 12th as highs reached into the low 30s.
However, this was short-lived, as more cold air pushed
into the region in two separate surges, the first on the 13th
and the next on the 14th. Neither brought much moisture,
as we were only able to squeeze out 1-2 inches of snow on
the 14th, but temperatures sure did plummet. Highs on the
13th only reached the mid 20s, and then we struggled to
reach the upper teens on the 14th. Finally, as skies cleared
overnight on the 14th into the morning of the 15th, tem-
peratures tumbled, reaching well below zero. Tempera-
tures did rebound nicely over the next couple of days under
sunny skies, going through the 30s on the 16th to the 40s
on the 17th.

Wintry weather stuck around for much of Christmas
week as well, with three separate storm systems racing
through the region from the 21st through the 27th. The first
storm brought snow and wind from the afternoon of the
21st to the early morning of the 22nd. Most of us received
4-6 inches of snow, which caused some travel headaches
around the region. A brief respite between storms allowed
temperatures to jump into the 30s and 40s over the next
couple of days, but just in time for Christmas the next
storm moved in. Snow and wind again blanketed the region
all day on Christmas, providing for a very nice holiday
feel. This storm again deposited 4-6 inches across the area.
The final of the three systems was the coldest, but also the
driest. This storm dropped 2-4 inches across the area on
the 27th, and by the morning of the 28th as skies cleared,
temperatures again dropped well below zero. A final cold
front moved through just before the New Year, but only a
few light snow showers developed, although this front did
bring a reinforcing shot of cold air for New Year’s Eve.

It’s been quite an eventful year, with near record
heavy snow, rain, and long dry spells. It’ll be interesting
to see what “fun” Mother Nature has in store for us as we
head into 2008.

A look ahead
January sees the coldest temperatures of the year, but
precipitation is on the low side, with average amounts
of less than an inch. The month generally sees numer-
ous sunny and windy days, with quick shots of snow
in between. The last few Januarys have generally been
warmer than normal, with near normal precipitation and
snowfall, with the exception of last January when we saw
more snow than normal. The official monthly forecast for
January 2008, produced by the Climate Prediction Center

For more detailed weather information and Climatology
of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm.

Remember, weather affects all of us everyday and is
a very important part of life for us on the Palmer Divide,
and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique weather
event or have a weather question, please contact us at
billkappel@ourcommunitynews.org.

Bill Kappel is a
meteorologist and
Tri-Lakes resident.

12835 Blue Spruce Lane, Black Forest—Hard to find 5 ac. lot with
tall pine trees on quiet cul-de-sac. Paved access, fabulous floor plan
with main-level living and finished walk-out lower-level. Builder's own
home with top-of-the-line finishes! $760,000.

s Since 1978

WINDOW
CLEANING “°

BRIGHTEN Your WoRLD

at home & at work -

* Storm windows
e Skylights * Chandeliers

e Ceiling fans

5020 Roundup Ridge Road, Longview Estates—Brand new cus-
tom home on 5 ac. zoned for horses. Pella doors and windows,
main-level master retreat with private sitting area and heated bath-
room floors, two-story great room, huge granite island in kitchen.

* Mirrors ® Gutter Cleaning
¢ Construction Clean-up

* Pressure Washing

Tri Lakes Area Price below appraised value. $769,000.
559.1 910 Kathy Allen
Raspberry Mountain Real Estate, Inc.
FREE ESTIMATES 719-234-1182 (ot
S www fish:::::{dltl:::::‘l:l:lning com E: 719-661-9863 (e
In:iependently Owned & Operatec; ""sﬁﬁﬂ Www. KathyAl len.net

MLS (=) [B

Try our new
breakfast and lunch
additions!

Free Beverage

any purchase of $3.99 or more.
Excludes milkshakes and malts.

|
I
Receive one free beverage with | |
I
|

Not valid with I
any other offer. I
Coupon holds no

ey« Bemadelerd by e

“Best Breakfast In Town™

a— cash value.
Offer valid thru I
Collee Cup Calie February 28, I
' 3 2008
e OCN Jan 08 I
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Free Kids Meal

Buy one adult meal and
receive one kids meal free.

Y ST ST any other offer.
Coupon holds no

cash value.

P
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— a— i Offer valid thru
= . T - Colfee Cup Cafe February 28, I
251 Fromt & “al 2008
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www.coffeecupmonument.com
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Horse Boarding

12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay &
grain. $200/mo Summer $275/mo Winter.

Call Rick at 481-6660

Personal Wellness Coach

Get a head start on your New Years
Resolution whether it be to improve
your health or lose weight. We can

help with a program to fit your life.

FREE gift with program purchase.
Ann Chavtur 488-3677

Herbalife Independent Distributor

Cal Spa Hot Tub For Sale

Geats 6-8, well-insulated cover, frame.

In Monument.

1 @aol.com

House
For Sale

Jackson Creek/Monument
4 bdrm, 3.5 bath, 3-car garage,
fenced yard, 3,283 sq. ft. MLS #482476
Must sell. $369,900.

Call 719-359-1474

Home Sweet Home J',

2=
Pampered Pet Care .
Tri-Lakes Area
Animal sitting in your home.

No need to stress your furkid by sending it
off to the kennel. Let us take care of your
friend in familiar surroundings - home sweet
home. Walks, play time, love, and care.
Na/B Caring for dogs, cats, horses,

B exotic pets, etc.
Call Kathi at 487-8830
or 659-0298.

-

MOTORS.COM
“Your Hometown Auto Dealer”

481-9900
465 Hwy 105, Monument

We specialize in
used, reconditioned &
current model SUBARUS!

s CompetitivelPricing
FulliCoverage'Warranties
Family/Owned & Operated

View our. inventory at
www.MonumentMotors.com

Letters to Our Community

Letter Guidelines
Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the edi-
tor and include your full name, home address, and day and
evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is recom-
mended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, and
accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommunitynew
s.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742,
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742.

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowldege-
ment. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, please
call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we have
received your letter.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN
even when the letter writer is a reporter for OCN.

Sertoma Red Kettle Campaign

rings up donations

The Tri-Lakes community contributed $36,226.30 to the
2007 Monument Hill Sertoma Salvation Army Red Kettle
Campaign. Of that amount, the Lewis-Palmer Serteens
collected $5,813.78 and the Boy Scouts of America col-
lected $2,007.62. Ninety Sertoma members, the Lewis-
Palmer Serteens, and the local Boy Scouts of America
provided 1,008 hours of volunteer bell ringing and admin-
istrative organization and oversight in 32 days.

Monument Hill Sertoma thanks all those in the Tri-
Lakes community who contributed to the Red Kettles and
for those who volunteer their time to the Red Kettle cam-
paign during the holiday season. Your sacrifices realized a
successful 2007 Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign!
Mike Wicklund
Chairman,
Monument Hill Sertoma Salvation Army Red Kettle Cam-

paign

D38 response to Farmers Market letter
Due to a misleading letter to the editor in your previous
issue regarding the future of the Monument Farmers
Market, the Lewis-Palmer School District is compelled
to offer clarification on this issue. The school district ac-
knowledges the value of the market as an event supported
by the community and is happy to allow the public to use
district facilities to provide this worthwhile activity. Such
an activity is an example of one of the many uses of school
resources under the L-P “community schools” philosophy.
LPSD is committed to supporting the continuation of a
community market in the future.

The market has been held on LPSD property under a
contractual agreement with the market owner. The district
intends to discuss the land use contract for the market, as
it does every year. The discussion of this issue to date is
as follows:

For several years, the school district has provided
dedicated space for the Farmers Market. The district has
had a rental agreement (without fee) with Diana Dickson
on behalf of her business (Monument Farmers Market) for
at least the past four years. Typically, the contracts have
been signed in April or May of the applicable year. When
district officials discussed the 2008 rental agreement with
Dickson in September of 2007, she was advised that al-
though we support and recognize the benefits of the mar-
ket, it was premature to sign the contract for next year.

We are currently reviewing/revising district building
and field use policies, working on future field initiatives
for property near Grace Best Elementary, determining the
future need for modular buildings, and finalizing our in-
surance requirements for next year. Additionally, we have

discussed the need to charge a rental fee if we continue to
rent the area and we indicated that this fee may be used
for enhancements or improvements. These enhancements
could include park benches. We requested Dickson con-
tact us in January since we believe that at that time, we
will have answers to these open questions. As a member
of the community, the district appreciates the contribu-
tion that the Farmers Market has made to the area and is
pleased that we have been part of it.

Robin Adair

Community relations manager,

Lewis-Palmer School District 38

Punish the innocent. Reward the guilty.
The world seems to be turning upside-down and D-38
schools seem to be keeping right in step with this trend.

Recently, disciplinary action was brought against D-
38 substitute teacher Shawn O’Toole for logging into the
school’s computer network with another user’s network
credentials. Mr. O’Toole is a D-38 substitute teacher who
needed to get access to the network to perform his job,
standing in for another teacher on maternity leave. He had
requested network access multiple times from the D-38
IT Department in order to get access to the software he
needed to do his job. The access was never granted for
whatever reason, so to do his job, he broke the rules. For
that offense, he has been recommended for dismissal.

Mr. O’Toole did not access illicit Web sites, use the
school network for personal gain, or do anything to offend
anyone. Instead, he used Microsoft Office tools to work
on a lesson or project for his class. I agree wholeheartedly
that rules are put in place for a good reason, but Coach
O’Toole put the mission of kid’s education ahead of the
roadblocks D-38 put in front of him, breaking a minor rule
to accomplish the mission. If only there were more dedi-
cated people like Shawn O’Toole in the world.

In my opinion, we ought to be rewarding guys like
Mr. O’Toole and firing the bureaucrats who put up road
blocks, stymie progress and cannot spell “proactive” if
their lives depended on it. Coach O’Toole is an upstand-
ing citizen, a generous and prayerful man who only has
others’ wellbeing at heart. Had he used the network for
unlawful use, I would feel differently, but he didn’t. He
has done lots of great things for the community and my
family, especially his steadfast commitment to bring the
great game of basketball and the spirit of sportsmanship to
the gyms of D-38 and to the new Monument YMCA.

So, ¢’'mon, let’s give Mr. O’Toole a break and fix the
problems (and people) that prevent teachers from getting
the tools they need to do their job and reward those who
go above and beyond to make a positive difference. As a
community, we can do better than this.

David Hollenbach

Monument Police State

I was startled to read that we have 19 police employees
and “need” five more police employees, including a com-
mander. Within 100 yards of the police department is the
water payment slot of the Monument Town Hall, which
cannot be used now due to recent thefts from that same
slot. I’d like to know where the cops were when that theft
happened. I’d like to know why my Monument tax dol-
lars are being used to chase trucks for safety inspections
when that is a duty for the State of Colorado. In essence, I
am being taxed twice for the same task. I am being taxed
twice when the Monument Police pursue tactical training,
when the Sheriff Department already has such training
and equipment and a proven record of timely response.
Rather than militarize and expand our police force, I think
it would be far more prudent to hire an additional Water
Department employee to make sure our water supply is
safe and handled correctly as our aging and growing water
infrastructure shows the strains of time and growth.
Steve Work

. e,
Infant Care g+
Available to care for child beginning
sometime after March 15,
Provider will care for only your child and her own.
7-year licensed daycare experience.
Certified nurse's assistant with CPR & first aid training.

Call Frances at 200-7387

Need temporary help?

A day, a week, or a month?
Whg pay the high prices of a temp
agency? -- Call the temp directly!
Executive Assistant with 20* years of
experience in all phases of office work.
No job too big or foo small.

Call Suzanne at 495-6288 or 237-8126
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Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore

A new you for the new year

Kim Lyons’

Your Body, Your Life

THe 12-WEEK
PROGRAM

TO DPTIMLM
PHYSICAL, MEMTAL &
EMOTIONAL FITHESS

&

By the staff at Covered Treasures
Happy New You! No, that’s not a typo. Isn’t January all
about renewing and reinventing yourself, working toward
being all you can be? If you’d like to shape up for the New
Year, there are many good books to help you along.

P

KIM LYONS &
LARA McGLASHAN

Kim Lyons’ Your Body, Your Life

By Kim Lyons and Lara McGlashan (Sterling), $17.95

In this “12-Week Program to Optimum Physical, Mental
& Emotional Fitness,” Lyons shares the gift of health with
her readers. The book deals with exercise and nutrition in
an understandable, color-coded, easy-to-follow format for
three different levels. Lyons, a personal trainer, life coach,
and Red Team trainer on NBC’s The Biggest Loser, is a
graduate of Lewis-Palmer High School and Colorado State
University who has made a name for herself in the fitness
world. It’s your body and your life, and Lyons encourages
you to take charge of both.

YOU: Staying Young: The Owner’s Manual for Extend-
ing Your Warranty

By Michael F. Roizen, M.D., and Mehmet C. Oz, M.D.
(Free Press), 326

In the latest volume of this best-selling series, the doctors
explain many of the causes of aging and how to fight the
effects. The climax of the book is a 14-day plan to help you
along the path to staying young. Other titles in the series
are YOU: The Owner’s Manual, YOU: On a Diet, and YOU:
The Smart Patient.

The Best Life Diet
By Bob Greene (Simon & Schuster), $26
Bob Greene helped Oprah achieve her dramatic weight

Two Moms and a BI'MI]]

Residential and New Construction Cleaning
LET US DO YOUR DIRTY WORK!

Licensed Bonded Insured
Call Wendi at 322-8497 or Tracy at 216-2989

Specializing in decluttering and organizing

loss, and he says he can help you, too. His plan, easily
tailored to an array of tastes, lifestyles, and activity levels,
acts as your personal trainer and private nutritionist. Green
is an exercise physiologist and certified personal trainer,
specializing in fitness, metabolism and weight loss. The
Best Life Diet Journal is also available for $15.95.

Yoga Over 50

By Mary Stewart (Simon & Schuster), $16

As our bodies begin to show the signs of daily wear and
tear, workout programs that once seemed effective no lon-
ger meet our changing needs, and yoga can be the ideal
exercise. This book includes step-by-step descriptions
of yoga positions for active and resting poses, programs
suited to varying degrees of fitness, experience, and flex-
ibility, and exercises to relieve specific problems, including
headache, stiffness, and insomnia.

Why Smart People Do Stupid Things with Money

By Bert Whitehead (Sterling), $15.95

If you’d like to shape up financially in 2008, Whitehead
explains the five fundamentals of fiscal fitness: saving
enough, having sufficient liquidity, fully funding pensions,
buying the right-size house, and paying off consumer debt.
His unique approach pays special attention to what is, for
most people, their largest investment—real estate—and
provides concrete formulas for particulars. Exercises,
tables and graphs are included to guide you toward finan-
cial freedom.

Deceptively Delicious

By Jessica Seinfeld (Collins), $24.95

If one of your New Year’s resolutions is to get your children
to eat healthier, this may be just the book you’ve been wait-
ing for. When Seinfeld stirred some of the baby’s pureed
butternut squash into the macaroni and cheese she was
making for the other two children, and they happily ate it,
she was on her way to finally enjoying mealtimes again.
She has become an expert at hiding vegetable purees and
other healthful additions in all of her children’s favorite
dishes. Through trial and error and the help of kid-friendly
chef Jennifer Iserloh, she has compiled a book of healthy,
familiar foods kids love with recipes designed for speed
and ease. All have been tested relentlessly on the three
Seinfeld children and other families with young children.

The Success Principles

By Jack Canfield (Collins), $15.95

Filled with memorable stories of CEOs, world-class ath-
letes, celebrities, and everyday people, The Success Prin-
ciples gives you a proven blueprint to achieve a goal. It
teaches you how to increase your confidence, tackle daily
challenges, live with passion and purpose, and realize your
ambitions. Canfield is the co-creator of the best-selling
Chicken Soup for the Soul series.

Happy New Year, Happy New You, and until next month
— happy reading!

My,

Eagle Nih‘:rmag;::

Memberships
available now!

= Full access to the club
= Only $200 per month *

Gleneagle Golf Club

www.gleneaglegolfclub.com
(719) 488-0900

* with initiation fee

SATTVIC P STUFF
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Celebrating our 1t Anniversary!
One-day sadle & party Jan. 27, 12-5"

e Jewelry by Zulugrass and K. Robins

« CDs,DVDs: Yoga, meditation & music

e Yoga/pilates/workout clothing
by One Step Ahead, Gaiam &
Be Present

e Yoga sandals _
o Essential oils, natural lotion, incense
o Sdlt lamps, candles, and lanterns

« Yoga statues,
equipment & props

* For party details, see ad pg 16

Located inside the Yoga Pathways Studi
325 2nd Street, Suite W in the Monteverde Building
Tues & Fri. 10:30 am -1:30 pm, Wed. 4-8 pm,
and 15 minutes before and after yoga classes
(for schedule see www.trilakesyoga.com)

and by appointment at 481-0599.

For all your
ﬁ.‘l.U&*.I
travel needs,

s
_ call
4™ 481-305

™. Fax 481-3054

Rampart School of Music
Piano, Organ, Theory

BONNIE ACKERMAN

The Gift of a Lifetime
First Lesson FREE
Your Home or Mine
Call: (719) 329-8810

Support Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes

125 Second  St. n 719-481-0250

Monument
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Andrea Milliman

Adependent Contyham

Tradtional Scraphaoking & Digitsl Storgbosks
Mesgrmant, U0 b1
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Hallmark

Housecleaning

Serving the Tri-Lakes Area
20 Years Experience

Honest, Dependable

FONSRS  Satisfaction Guaranteed

ferences Available 495-6772

| KELLY'S DAYCARE |

Home away from home <

Kelly DaCosta—o0Owner/Operator
Conveniently located off Old Denver
Hwy in the Town of Monument.

Colorado License # 1538150

719.352.1055

VOICE & PI1ANO
LESSONS

All Ages!
Beginner to Advanced

Phone: 719-235-1646

. . L4
missionwalk@hotmail.com

Ms. Sarah Groh

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Pine siskin

Support Our Community.
Become an OCAN volunteer!

Some of our readers may not realize
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If
you like the contribution OCN makes to
our community, now is the time to step
forward and help us provide accurate
information each month to over 13,000
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses.

We need additional reporters to help
cover meetings of local governmental
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What
did they talk about and what did they
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN’s
skilled copy editors will help you refine
your article for publication.

Like to take pictures? We need digital,
slide, or print photos to illustrate future
articles.

We also need various other kinds of
help including preparing the mailing.

If you can spare a few hours to help
make an important difference in our
community, please contact John Heiser at

719-488-3455 or

johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org.

€20
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Above: Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of
Pine siskins. A color version is posted at
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v8n1bird.htm

By Elizabeth Hacker

A few weeks ago I ran into Ethel Engle (mother of Janine
Engle, owner of the Rock House in Palmer Lake), and
she told me that her husband, George, who was confined
to a wheelchair for many years, took great pleasure in
watching birds that came to the feeders outside their
home. It then dawned on me that bird watching can be
therapeutic, not just for those who have a disability, but
for many people, me included.

Randy and I always look forward to the winter
months in hopes of seeing the tiny gregarious pine
siskin, a member of the finch family. It is an irregular
migrant that sometimes flocks here in winter. Its range
is erratic, and some years we see them in large numbers
while other years we don’t see them at all.

The pine siskin resides and nests at the edge of
coniferous forests, where it feeds on hemlock and ce-
dar berries, pine seeds, aspen catkins, flower buds, and
aphids. I first observed the pine siskin while skiing in
Alaska on a day so cold the lifts were closed and not
even the locals ventured out. Randy and I were sipping
on something warm and noticed these little birds flitting
about the feeder outside the lodge’s big picture window.
We were amazed that they could endure the extremely
cold conditions and yet seem so happy. It seemed appar-
ent that climate wasn’t an issue for them as long as there
was enough food. If seed production is low or the food
supply in an area will not sustain the flock, they find
another area. In the early 1900s when the winters were
colder, large flocks were reported in Florida and Louisi-
ana, but with the recent milder winters there have been
no reported sightings in those states.

The pine siskin looks a lot like other birds, so I often
have to take a closer look to identify it. Like the nuthatch,
the pine siskin will hang upside down to extract seeds
from pine cones. I’ve also mistaken it for a sparrow, be-

cause its upper feathers are brown with heavy streaking
and its breast is lighter with subtle brown streaks. It has
a yellow cast to it, and upon closer examination there are
two yellow wing bars and a single yellow tail feather that
becomes more visible as spring approaches. At4.25to 5
inches, its body length is smaller than that of most birds
and it is slimmer and more streamlined, that is, unless it
plumps up its feathers to stay warm. Its small conical bill
is quite different from that of a sparrow, and its behavior
is subtly different from that of other birds.

The pine siskin is a social bird, and like other finches
it’s chatty, but its song is more like a buzz than a chirp.
It competes for space at the feeder by flying to an open-
ing and flapping, pushing, and pecking its way to the
food. It will go to any feeder but it seems to prefer niger
thistle seed in tube-type feeders. Once it feels welcomed
in a yard, the siskin can even be hand-fed. Several years
ago a small flock competed to take food from husband
Randy’s hand and followed him as he walked around the
yard to fill up our feeders.

It breeds in northern Mexico, the western United
States, and in Canada’s coniferous forests. It begins
courting in January and February when the male forages
for food to give to the female. If she accepts his offering
he excitedly leaves his perch and flies up in circles, flut-
tering his wings as if to say, “Oh, be still my heart.”

The female pine siskin builds a plate-shaped nest
in a coniferous tree on a limb in the outer part of the
branch. Adjacent nests are spaced just a few feet apart,
often on the same branch. The plate-shaped nest is con-
structed of twigs and lined with feathers, moss, and fur.
The female lays up to five small spotted pale blue eggs,
and she alone incubates the clutch for about 13 days
while the male feeds her. After the eggs hatch, the male
and female feed the chicks for about 14 days, when the
chicks begin to fledge the nest and join the flock.

The pine siskin is very entertaining to watch, and
the enjoyment these little birds bring to bird enthusiasts
is immeasurable.

In closing, Randy and I wish you a Happy New
Year. I feel fortunate to share my interest in birds with
many Tri-Lakes’ residents. I'm thankful for the OCN
board of directors and publisher John Heiser for their
ongoing support of Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide,
OCN copyeditor Gary Houy for masterfully editing my
column, and most of all to the readers who share their
stories with me. In 2008, I look forward to continue to
explore and write about the many species of birds that fly
to this beautiful area.

Elizabeth Hacker is an artist in the Tri-Lakes area.
Her bird prints are available at the gift shop in the
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts in Palmer Lake, with
proceeds benefiting environmental causes. E-mail her
at OCN with your questions and bird finds.
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Support
Our Community

Advertise in OCN

We offer inexpensive ads considering our very large circulation. Every
month more than 13,400 copies of OCN are delivered by mail to homes
and businesses throughout the Tri-Lakes area.

For more information, contact John Heiser at 488-3455 or

ads@ourcommunitynews.org or

visit www.ourcommunitynews.org
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Art Matters

Enjoy the great indoors

Monument School of Fine Arts
Art Classes for All Ages
Adult Art Samplers—$35 ea, only
$30 ea. when you bring a friend!
Season Studio Pass—10 sessions
of art fun!

By Janet Sellers

One of the joys of January is new beginnings. Starting an
art class puts your creativity in motion and your resolu-
tions into satisfaction. Grab a friend and sign up for a
weekend or two of art to get your new art habit going.
Having the time and place defined will ensure that your art
begins, and there is momentum to continue with a plan in
place. Of course, this goes for most human habits, but the
artist in us commonly takes a back seat to other pressing
issues unless nurtured with a strong intention and firmly
putting art class plans in place.

As many artists will admit, having their art habit and
art in a learning place keeps them motivated in the face
of the demanding schedules of life. Given that the pursuit
of art is a pursuit of happiness, one’s art efforts give back
tenfold what one puts into the activities. Enjoying art
shows and visiting art museums and galleries is enriching
and sparks interest in an artist’s intent and technical skill.
It is also a necessity. Viewing many kinds of art finds the
place in our hearts that only art can fill. Taking art home
is a joy as well, but enjoying it every way possible is the
point.

Science says that art is good for your health in spirit,
mind, and body. Viewing and making art for health is
proving a successful influence in education, recreation,
and even on patient health recovery. Taking art classes
and using art in our lives reduces stress via the creative
circuits we live by. The state of Colorado is moving for-
ward in its plans to put much more art in its educational
curriculum. The creative touch in art develops creative
thinking and problem- solving for students of all ages, so
the art impulse is coming back manifold to our schools
as well. Could our recent exploitation in a narrow math/
science focus have short-circuited our education efforts
without the creative art side to move it to experience and
better retention?

In its January newsletter, the Colorado Office of Eco-
nomic Development and International Trade reported the
following:

“The Colorado Council on the Arts announced that
the online application for the 2009 Grants to Artists and
Organizations (GAO) will be available January 4, 2008.
The deadline for submitting GAO applications is Thurs-
day, March 13, 2008. This will also be the deadline for the
new StART Schools grant program for schools and school
districts that want to use the arts as a strategy for student
success.

The new StART Schools (Success Through Art) grant
program for schools and districts derives from the recog-
nition that, in a global economy, creativity and innovation
are the keys to competitiveness. Learning in and through
the arts stimulates creative and analytical capabilities, and
is therefore fundamental to ensuring that today’s students
are prepared for tomorrow’s jobs. This new program will
help schools and districts create an arts rich curriculum,
where students not only acquire knowledge and skills in
the basic arts disciplines, but also apply that understand-
ing to learning in other core subject areas, ultimately in-
creasing the relevance of their education and supporting
their academic success.”

Hooray for art and recognition in each era! Most of us
have always known that art is a most relevant human need
to satisfy (with thousands of years of art-making to show
for it). For everyone who’d like to move with the idea, join
us for art in our local galleries, art classes, and some of the

following art enrichment for January.

“A Touch of Italy,” oil paintings by Monument art-
ist John De Francesco will be exhibited through Feb. 27
at Bella Panini, 4 Highway 105, Palmer Lake. For hours,
contact 719-481-3244.

Bella Art and Frame

What! Hello and Goodbye?! The good news is that Bella
Art and Frame will continue its superb local arts venue
here in our town with new owner, Maggie Williamson. On
Jan. 12, from noon to 4 p.m., the community is invited to
say a fond farewell to Sabrina Culley as she begins a new
direction in her life pursuits, and welcome the new owners
of the gallery.

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts

The ongoing members’ show continues through mid-Janu-
ary. Now is the time to go out and get some art for the New
Year: The art is great and the prices are just right for all
levels of collectors. Enjoy an afternoon at the center this
week filled with art. TLCA galleries and gift shop, High-
way 105, Palmer Lake, open noon to 4 p.m. Wednesday
- Saturday.

Nearby art events
While these events are not quite in our town — they’re
just down the road — they are expected to have a posi-
tive, major impact on the art venues and public interest all
along the Front Range, so I have included them for your
interest.
Jan. 23 Colorado College lecture: Christo and Jeanne-
Claude — Renowned artists and collaborators Christo
and Jeanne-Claude will present a free lecture about their
collaborative public art installations. The talk will specifi-
cally address two current projects, “Over the River: Proj-
ect for the Arkansas River, Colorado,” and “The Mastaba:
Project for the United Arab Emirates.” In their 47 years
as collaborators, Christo and Jeanne-Claude have chal-
lenged and transformed definitions of public art with their
ephemeral, environmentally based exhibited installations.
Monumental in scale, and almost always controversial,
their projects have vexed, fascinated and thrilled audi-
ences worldwide.
In their talk at Colorado College, the artists will discuss
the current status of the two projects. Tentatively sched-
uled for 2012, “Over the River” will consist of fabric
panels suspended horizontally over the Arkansas River.
Originally conceived in 1977 and still in the planning
stages, “The Mastaba” is a structure created from re-
cycled oil barrels that will be larger than the pyramids at
Giza. Sponsored by the office of the president and the art
department.3:30 p.m., Packard Hall, 5 W. Cache La Pou-
dre St., free.

Calls for artists

The Pikes Peak Library District Art Evaluation
Committee will be jurying art (all art is for wall
hanging and must be presented framed, mat-
ted, and ready to hang) to exhibit in the branch
library galleries. Artists, please drop off five
completely prepared works from 8 a.m. to noon
Jan.30 at the East Library. Pick up your artwork
the same day and place between 4:30 and 6 p.m.,
when jurying is completed. Applicants receive
a letter in the following two weeks with exhibi-
tion approval information. For details, contact
Cathy Genato: cgenato@ppld.org or call her at
531-6333 x2338.

Keep up on Black Forest’s News too! Subscribe today!

——————————

4-Class Studio Sampler—draw, paint, prmts. etc.
Art Party—Group art class just for your event.
Ongoing Weekly Art Classes offered year ‘round.

Call Janet Sellers today : 488-8280

Ilanit Bennaim
Real Estate Broker Associate

“Service with I nilegrity 7
E
! (719) 325-6979 Direct
KELLER (877) 535-0355 Toll Free
WILLIAMS. (866) 213-7738 Fax

An Independent Member Broker

Ilanit@kw.com
www.BuyAndSellWithIlanit.com

Thinking Real Estade? Call Ilandd

Dan Elders

P0. Box 652
Monument, CO 80132
719.650.4249

Fire Proofing

Free Estimates (Of Course)
::uﬁlkkkzl Since 1995

TREE SERVICE

/I/lonument Painting

- - .Ontcﬂov ~ éxterwv

§§1\ Al size jobs
> Competitive rates
Call Dhil at 484 0478

P1cmo Lessons By Becky
01 years of teaching experience
Bachelors of Arts in Music
King's Deer area

First: Lesson s FREEI

Gall 559-3851
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Live outside our free delivery area™

Want prompt delivery every month
direct to your mailbox?
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Snapshots of Our Community

Rocky Mountain Music Alliance Concert, Dec. 1

Left: Pianist Michael Baron performs with the Chamber
Orchestra of the Springs, Thomas Wilson, Music Director,
at the RMMA concert Dec. 1. Photo by Susan Hindman.

Small Town Christmas, Dec. 1

Above: Brian and Andrew Converse enjoy the reindeer
during Small Town Christmas, Dec. 1. Andrew is 2. Photo by
Lisa Converse.

Above Left (L to R): Charles & Joey Day and Kim Gilbertson receive recognition for their work organizing and promoting the event. Right: Cindy Brandt, YMCA Board
Member, breaks her board with much helpful cheering and support. Photos by Ray McCoy, Life Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.

Handbell Concert, Dec. 8

WEiiam N [ SRl
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Above left: Betty Jenik Directs the combined choirs of the Tri-Lakes Community Adult Handbell Choir and the Monument Community Presbyterian Handbell Choir for
the opening song of “Fanfare for Christmas.” Right: Tri-Lakes Community Youth Handbell members (R-L) Kenndy Sobezak, Josie Lopez, Amy Richardson, Marybeth
Miller, Renee Wall, and Emily Gorder perform their first song of “Wassail Wassail.” Photos by Ray McCoy, Life Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.
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Yule Log Ceremony rekindles Christmas tradition, Dec. 9

Above: The hunters await the signal to begin the hunt. Right: The finders from front to back: Max Piercefield,
Makeenin Piercefield, and Wayde Krueger. Photos by Dave Futey.

By David Futey
Since 1933, the Palmer Lake Yule Log
Ceremony has marked the beginning of
the Christmas holiday for members of
the Palmer Lake community and those
who join in on this festive tradition. Or-
chestrated by the Palmer Lake Yule Log
Association, the ceremony is marked with
bagpipers and musicians, caroling, hooded
“hunters” of the log, and the drinking of
wassail, a mix of apple cider, spices and
other ingredients. However the centerpiece
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of the ceremony is the finding of the Yule
Log.

The log, about 5-6 feet long, is
notched, tied with a ribbon, then hidden in
the woods with the utmost of secrecy the
day before or up to a week prior to the cer-
emony. The hunters, some draped in red or
green hooded capes, parade from Palmer
Lake Town Hall to Glen Park where they
are given the perimeters of the search area.
Upon a signal the hunters fan out in search
of the log. Once the log is discovered, a

g [ SR

whistle is blown to alert
the unsuccessful hunters, a rope is tied
around the log’s notch, and it is then pulled
back to Town Hall. Children of all ages are
given a chance to ride on it along the way.
Once the Yule Log arrives at Town
Hall, it is cut and a portion of it is burned
in the Town Hall fireplace with the remain-
der of last year’s Yule Log. The other por-
tion of the log is saved, to be burned with
a portion of next year’s Yule Log, giving
continuity and history to the tradition.
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The finders of the 2007 Yule Log were
Wayde Krueger and Max and Makeenin
Piercefield. This was Krueger’s second
time in locating the log. Tim Watkins
was this year’s log cutter and hider of the
log. The finders and Watkins were served
the first drink of wassail, and then all the
thirsty hunters partook in the warm and
comforting holiday beverage to end the
festivities.

Chuck Pyle and John Fielder at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, Dec. 12

Above: Chuck Pyle performs on stage at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts while, in the foreground, renouned photographer John Fielder enjoys the music. Photo by
Ray McCoy, Life Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.
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Local AARP chapter celebrates the Holidays, Dec. 12

The Black Forest AARP Chapter celebrated the holiday
season on Dec. 12 with a meeting featuring several special
events. A delicious catered buffet dinner for all members
and guests was provided after the customary pledge to the
flag, the introduction of guests and an invocation. Each
table, and the buffet, was gaily decorated with large cen-
terpieces which were given away to eleven lucky recipi-
ents at the end of the meeting.

When the meal was complete, the Colorado Springs
Poka Club Singers, led by Kay Zvonkovich, entertained.
Music was provided to the 44 attending chapter members
and guests and all participated in the singing of holiday
carols.

The business meeting that followed included the

election of chapter officers for calendar year 2008. Those
elected were:Bruce Berner, President; Stan Beckner, 1st
Vice-President; Howard Pease, 2nd Vice-President; Kath-
leen Carroll, Treasurer; Electa Beckner, Secretary; four
board members; Joe Aronowitz, Catherine Arnold, Helen
Von Gunden, and Kay Zvonkovich. Three Nominating
Committee members were also elected.They were: Don
Von Gunden,Janet Ferguson and Margaret Bailey. These
elected chapter officers will be installed at the January 9
chapter meeting.

In addition to several other business items, the chapter
was presented with a generous check by the organizers of
a recent bus trip to Branson, Missouri. The check repre-
sented the compensation by the bus line for the work done

Above left: Kay Zvonkovich leads the Poka Club Singers in a holiday carol sing at the December
Black Forest AARP meeting.Right (I to R): Joe Aronowitz, Black Forest AARP Chapter President, receives a donation check on behalf of the Black Forest AARP
Chapter from Kay Zvonkovich, Edna Eaton and Chuck Eaton. Photos and information provided by the Black Forest AARP Chapter.

Annual Tri-Lakes Cares ham drive a great success, Dec. 15

on the project by Kay Zvonkovich, Edna and Chuck Eaton.
The chapter gave a big round of applause to these three for
their generous donation.

Before adjournment, the Chapter President, Joe
Aronowitz, reminded the membership of the chapter ini-
tiative to cosponsor a local Stroke and Heart Attack Re-
sponse class on Feb. 13 and a Document Shredding Event
in the Black Forest community on May 17. The public is
urged to attend both of these free community events. De-
tails will be provided at a later date.

Left: Dec. 15, Tri-Lakes Cares was able to meet their goal of 163
families who will receive hams with additional bags of holiday
groceries. Above: Hams, hams and more hams, past Tri-Lakes
Cares President Jerry Lasey opens boxes of hams for sharing with
familie Photos by Ray McCoy, Life Long Photography, www.lifelo

ngphotography.com.

Travis Book and the Play
Boys in concert, Dec. 16

Left: At their concert at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts
Dec. 16, Travis Book and The Play Boys (L to R): John
Frazer, Travis Book, John Stickley, and Andy Thorn.
Above: Teri Evel of CS (L) and Su Ketchmark of Palmer
Lake (R) purchase several CD’s each for themselves and
for gifts. Photo by Ray McCoy, Life Long Photography,
www.lifelongphotography.com.
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PRHS is taking shape, Dec. 20

Above: Photo of Palmer Ridge High School presented by Jeff Chamberlain of RLH Engineering at the Lewis-Palmer School Board meeting Dec. 20. It shows the
administration building on the left, the arts building on the right and the bridge connecting the two.

D-38 receives donation from Staples

Left (L to R): Dec. 5, Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Superintendent Ray Blanch
and Chief Financial Officer Cheryl Wangeman receive a $1,500 donation to the
D-38 Education Foundation from Staples Jackson Creek store general manager
Sheila Baca. Photo by Ray McCoy, Life Long Photography, www.lifelongphotogr
aphy.com

Chewy finds a new home

Jackson Creek Wells Fargo Bank employees heard that a puppy was being abused by his
current owners .The dog was taken away from it’s owners by law enforcement and given
back to the breeder Dec. 6. A Wells Fargo managers decided to adopt the puppy. Chewy was
in such bad shape when she picked him up Dec. 9, that she consulted with a vet and was told
the most important thing that she could do was to make sure he was fed every four hours,
was warm, and had constant affection. It was decided that Chewy would come to work with
her everyday for the next couple of weeks. He is now the bank’s mascot and there are cus-
tomers who come into the bank every day to see how he is doing. He has made remarkable
progress in a short time. Little Chewy has gained physical health and trust in life. Photo by
Rodney O’Maley.

Local team works to makes wish come true

The Colorado Wildcats, a competitive baseball team composed of Tri-Lakes area boys ages 11 and under, are doing
something no other baseball team has done. They are partnering with the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Colorado to
raise money to grant a wish for a Colorado child. And they’re doing it in what is their inaugural year with the Pikes
Peak Competitive Baseball Association.

The team’s season begins in April, and a total of 36 games will be played. The team will get 25 cents a run for
every run scored, and they need to score enough runs to reach their goal of $6,000. Once the team reaches that goal,
the money will be presented to the foundation. The team is going to choose a child — a boy or girl in the Pikes Peak
region — to grant a wish for. The selected child will become the team’s “13th player” and get a uniform and jacket.

The team is currently seeking pledges. Anyone wanting to donate can visit the Web site, www.leaguelineup.com/
coloradowildcats, or call Dimas or Melissa Nunez, 637-3862. Dimas Nunez is the team’s coach. Once the season is
under way, people can stop by and donate during the games as well. The team’s Web site will be updated regularly to
show scores and track the fund-raising progress.
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Special Events and Notices

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

Recycle your Christmas tree
Be environmentally responsible and support the commu-
nity by recycling Christmas trees at one of the seven con-
venient locations throughout El Paso County. The program
runs Jan. 5 and 6, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. A suggested tax-deduct-
ible donation of $5 per tree goes to support youth sports
programs throughout the county. In the Tri-Lakes area,
take your tree to the Baptist Road trailhead, Baptist Road
and Old Denver Road. In Colorado Springs, the locations
are Cottonwood Creek Park, Dublin Boulevard & Montar-
bor Drive; Verizon Complex, 30th Street and Garden of
the Gods Road; Memorial Park, Union Boulevard & Pikes
Peak Avenue; Sky Sox Stadium, Barnes Road & Charlotte
Parkway; Falcon Trailhead, southwest of Woodmen Road
& McLaughlin Road; and Rocky Top Resources, 1755 E.
Las Vegas St. Rocky Top will be open through Jan. 31,
Monday-Saturday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., closed Sundays.
Volunteer reading tutors needed

Share your love of reading. Tutor an adult once a week
for two hours to improve his or her reading, writing, com-
prehension and/or English language skills. No teaching

experience is required. Free training will be provided Jan.
3,10, 17, 24, and Feb. 7 5:30-9 p.m. at Penrose Library in
Colorado Springs. Call 531-6333, x2223 for information.

Opening day for park reservations, Jan. 8
El Paso County Parks will begin accepting facility reser-
vations Jan. 8, 8 a.m., for the 2008 calendar year. Reser-
vations on Jan. 8 must be made in person at the El Paso
County Parks Administrative Office, 2002 Creek Cross-
ing, near the corner of Rio Grande and 21st Street.

The pavilions that can be reserved are located in Bear
Creek, Black Forest, Fountain Creek, Fox Run, and Palmer
Lake Regional Parks. Individuals are strongly encouraged
to have alternate dates in mind, as space fills quickly. Also
available for reservations are the Fox Run Regional Park
Gazebo and athletic fields in various parks.

Groups wishing to reserve pavilions for special events
may submit a Special Event Request Form prior to Jan. 8.
Additional fees will apply based on the size of the group
and activities planned. Pavilion fees are: $28 for small pa-
vilions, $94 for medium-sized pavilions and $193 for the
large pavilions. The Gazebo at Fox Run Park rents for $110
per hour, with a two-hour minimum.

Beginning Jan. 9 both in-person and phone reserva-
tions will be accepted from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The phone
number to call for reservations is (719) 520-PLAY (7529).

PREMIER | VISION

SEE REYONE YOUR lIHITE"l

Red Rock
Ranch’s own
Bennett
Monsen, Blue
Belt, Purple
Stripe karate
student, math
aficionado,
reading enthusi-
ast, and avid
camper is
frame-styled to
suit his very ac-
tive lifestyle!

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF

Comprehensive Eye Exam

Must present coupon when service is provided.
May exclude some insurance plans.
Good through 2/29/08.

e Children & Adult Eye Exams
e Laser Vision Consultant
e Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses

We Match Faces
and Frames!

488-9595

In Monument
Behind Taco Bell

) . — Sl Dr. William
Authorized Oakley Dealer Hallmark, O.D
, OU.D.

www.premiervision.com

A_—

ART & FRAME

framing and gifts @
affordable prices

— over 1000 styles of frames

— archival, oversized and object framing

— plus original art, jewelry, local artisans,
greeting cards, prints and photography

— hours: mon—fri, 10am-6pm; sat, 10am-4pm

the Gateway to Historic Downtown Monument

jt’'s a New Year afid a New OwWher
at Pella «Irt & Frame?

Join Us for a New Year Reception,
Jannary 12th from 125m to 4ym

Stop by and say goodbye to Sabrina who is retiring
from the business to pursue other interests.
The community welcomes Maggie Williamson as
the new owner. Please stop by and say hello!
Maggie promises continued customer care and

her famous friendly smile when you visit!

366 Second Street, Suite B in the Gallery Center—

ﬂfz‘@f Chrirtmar Sale!

30% Oj[Se/&cfw/ Ttems

119.487.7691
www.bellaartandframe.com

Volunteers needed for the Supervised

Exchange and Parenting Time program
Want to make a difference in a child’s life? The Supervised
Exchange and Parenting Time program (SEPT), with its
flexible schedule, may be ideal for you! Volunteers for the
SEPT program protect children from witnessing parental
disputes and experiencing emotional trauma. They over-
see court-ordered parenting time (supervised visits) and
facilitate exchanges of the children from one parent to
another, keeping the children safe from conflict.

The SEPT program is administered by Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates (CASA) of the Pikes Peak
Region. CASA serves as “a child’s voice in court” for
children who are victims of abuse, neglect or domestic
conflict and promotes community awareness of these is-
sues to ensure safe and permanent homes.

Training begins Feb. 2. Deadline for registration is
Jan. 11. For more information, visit www.casappr.org or
call 447-9898, ext.1020.

Community meeting on

special districts, Jan. 12

NEPCO (Northern El Paso County Coalition of Commu-
nity Associations) will hold a meeting on special districts
Jan. 12, 10 a.m. to noon, at the Family of Christ Lutheran
Church, 675 Baptist Road (across from King Soopers).
The meeting is open to the public. NEPCO is a coalition
of Northern El Paso County homeowners’ associations
(HOAs). To learn more about NEPCO and the benefits of
NEPCO membership for your HOA, visit www.nepco.org
or call Bob Swedenburg, NEPCO secretary, at 481-2723.

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club grant applications
The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) will accept grant
applications Jan. 15 to March 15. Qualified organiza-
tions that provide significant services to residents within
the geographic boundaries of School District 38 are
encouraged to apply. Submissions that relate to the new
Tri-Lakes Senior Initiative are invited.

Qualified organizations include 501(c)(3) non-profit
organizations, public service organizations and public
schools. Grants will be awarded in late May.

The TLWC sponsors two major fund-raising events,
Wine and Roses, a wine-tasting event in October, and the
Pine Forest Antique Show and Sale in April. Over the last
35 years, TLWC has awarded over a half million dollars to
Tri-Lakes community organizations.

Grant applications, instructions and guidelines can
be downloaded from the TLWC website, www.TLWC.net,
or by sending a request with a stamped, self-addressed en-
velope to TLWC Grant Committee, P.O. Box 669, Monu-
ment, CO 80132

Monument business owner to hold sign

ordinance meeting, Jan. 17

A meeting for Monument business owners will be held
on Thu., Jan. 17, 6:30 p.m., at Monument Town Hall, 166
Second St., to gather their comments on the extensive re-
vision of the town ordinance regarding commercial signs.
Copies of the new ordinance are available for pick-up at
Town Hall. Business owners are asked to provide a list of
their comments that also includes name of the business,
business address, as well as the business owner’s name,
contact phone number, and current email address. The
comments will be forwarded to town staff and trustees
prior to the public hearing on the ordinance on Tues., Feb.
19. For more information, phone Karen Evans at 648-3070
or email karen@thetenantrep.com.

Historical Society potluck, Jan. 17

The Palmer Lake Historical Society (PLHS) holds its
annual potluck dinner and membership drive Jan. 17, 6:
30 p.m., at the Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Cres-
cent. This free event, open to all, features Joe Bohler,
acclaimed local talent, who will play piano (honky-tonk!)
and present his paintings, “Past and Present,” along with
stories about his experiences while painting on location.
Bring a dish of your favorite food to share. PLHS provides
a platter of meats, coffee, and hot water for tea. If you are
new to the area, this is a wonderful way to meet neighbors
and colorful local characters. Bohler is an extraordinary
talent whose paintings grace the cover of the local tele-
phone directory each year. For more information, phone
559-0837 or e-mail plhist@aol.com.

Art show and silent art auction ends Jan. 19
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) is holding its An-
nual Artist Member Show and Silent Art Auction through
Jan. 19. Douglas Buchman, artist and owner of the Sec-
ond Street Art Market, will judge the exhibit for first-,
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second-, and third-place awards in addition to a People’s
Choice Award. The TLCA is open Tuesday through Sat-
urday, noon to 4 p.m. and is located at 304 Highway 105
in Palmer Lake. For more information, phone 481-0475 or
visit the Website at www.trilakesarts.org.

Free tutoring in reading

at Monument Library

Children’s Literacy Center creates opportunities for chil-
dren to improve their reading skills through access to
free one-on-one tutoring. If your child is reading below
grade level, call 471-8672 to find out how to get your child
enrolled in the Peak Reader program. Tutoring meets Tues-
days and Thursdays, 6-7 p.m., beginning Feb. 5, at Monu-
ment Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Contact
Sue Kana, 337-3430.

Girls’ fast-pitch players needed
The Thunderstruck 14U girls’ fast-pitch softball team
based in northern El Paso County has openings for pitch-
ers and players for the 2008 season. To schedule a tryout,
call Vern Bagley, 282-2883.

Free fine art show, Feb. 1-29

The Palmer Lake Art Group (PLAG) will present its an-
nual Winter Fine Art Show Feb. 1 through Feb. 29 at the
Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Highway 105, Palmer
Lake. The extensive exhibit includes varied works in dif-
ferent media by PLAG member artists. The exhibit will be
open Tuesday through Saturday, noon to 4 p.m. Admission
is free. Funds raised from the show will be used to award
scholarships to senior students at Lewis-Palmer High
School who plan to continue their studies in art. The open-
ing reception will be held Feb. 9. For more information call
Jana Towery, 487-9853, or Sue Jenkins, 481-9149.

Free tutoring in reading

Children’s Literacy Center offers free one-to-one tutor-
ing for children reading below grade level. Children are
matched with trained volunteer tutors and meet twice a
week for an hour each session. Find out if your child is
eligible to enroll by contacting Pamela Polke at 471-8672
or send an e-mail to Pamela@peakreader.org for more
information.

Mining Musem seeks volunteers
The Western Museum of Mining and Industry is seeking
volunteers to lead tours and programs, help with special
events, maintain the grounds, and staff the front desk.
The museum appreciates the people who give so much
of their time and energy to help enhance visitor enjoy-
ment, educational experiences, and overall appreciation
of the museum’s activities, programs, and facilities. The
museum is located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off of I-25
at the Gleneagle exit, 156A, across from the north entrance
to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Call 488-0880 for more
information.
County launches new
on-line mapping service

El Paso County recently launched a new Geographic In-
formation System (GIS) Web site that provides mapping
and data download services. The site allows the public
to conduct parcel and precinct searches, download GIS
data, view a zoning map book, and receive information
on custom mapping and analysis products. For more in-
formation, visit the new Web page at www.elpasoco.com/
gis/. The Web page can also be accessed by going to
www.elpasoco.com and clicking on the link under Popular

Pages or Online Services.
IRS starts free e-newsletter

for small businesses

The IRS has designed an online newsletter, e-News for
Small Businesses, to help small- business owners, self-em-
ployed individuals, accounting professionals, and tax prac-
titioners better understand and meet their tax obligations.
The weekly newsletter delivers timely, useful tax informa-
tion right to your computer every Wednesday. To start your
free subscription to e-News, just go to http:/www.irs.gov/
businesses/small/content/0,,id=154826,00.html, type in
your e-mail address, and submit.

The Library Channel

Tune into The Library Channel (Comcast 17) for live
simulcasts of programs, videotaped presentations, or a
schedule of library events. The Library Channel broad-
casts 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include
story times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso
County commissioners meetings, and much more. A com-
munity bulletin board of library events is shown between
and after programs. Find the schedule online by going to
ppld.org, and then click on the link “Happenings @ Your
Library.” From there, click on the “Comecast 17” link to
search the schedule.

Senior Safety Program

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Authority and Tri-Lakes Health
Advocacy Partnership, Senior Alliance, have developed
a new Senior Safety Program. The free service includes
installing and maintaining smoke detectors, a fire depart-
ment evaluation of seniors’ homes to identify and correct
safety hazards and address seniors’ safety needs, and Vial
of Life for in-home storage of medical information in case
of emergency. For information, call Lisa Frasca, 488-3304,
or e-mail Ifrasca@tri-lakesfire.com.

County now accepting batteries

and electronics at waste facility
The El Paso County Household Chemical Waste Collec-
tion Facility will now accept household batteries (AA,
AAA, C, D and nine-volt) and many types of electronic
equipment including computers, printers, small televi-
sions, sterco and video components, and VCRs. More than
40,000 tons of electronic waste is discarded yearly. Some
electronics contain lead, cadmium, broken glass, and mer-
cury and can threaten the environment if not recycled. The
facility is open year-round and accepts items such as such
as paint, lawn and garden chemicals, automotive chemi-
cals and products, and household products and cleaners.
The facility is located at 3255 Akers Drive and is open
for drop-off 7 a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday through Friday. For
more recycling information, please call 520-7878.

Wildlife Masters in El Paso County

Do you wonder how to keep the deer from munching your
freshly planted garden, how to get the skunk out from un-
der your deck without getting sprayed, or how to get the
squirrels out of the attic? Colorado State University Coop-
erative Extension in El Paso County has a staff of trained
Wildlife Masters to help you. Call the Master Gardener
Help Desk, 636-8921, and you will be called promptly
with an answer. A fact sheet will be sent to you by e-mail
or regular mail. For information, call 636-8921 or e-mail
csumg2@elpasoco.com.

FREE Transportation for Seniors

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding
areas by Mountain Community
Transportation for Seniors
(MCTS). For rides, seniors (60*)

488-0076

Donations Welcomed

Van Schedule

Transportation is available Mon.-Thu. to Colorado
Springs for medical app'ts only. Locally for any need.

First Tuesday each month Chapel Hills/King Soopers
Third Tuesday each month Village Inn/Wal-Mart
Pickup of passengers begins at 9:30 am

Volunteer drivers are needed! Info: 481-2527

Mileage reimbursement is available

Amato’s Home & Deck Repair
488-8506

Most types of interior & exterior
home repairs
Drywall repairs
Light remodeling
Ceramic tile repair
Deck repair &
re-staining

Screen repair

Jim and Maggie Amato
Insured * References available

A Hebraic Community
affirming the Jewish Messiah

7\\.\}&3\77 =i

Services:
Saturdays 10am
{'}*‘GEE'['ATIDN
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Aliyah
Congregation
[ak tha Bam)

105

1691 Woodmoor Dr., Monument, SO
www.alivahcongregation.com
303-931-404T | T19-495-1415

Our Community Calendar

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates .

or times are often changed after publication. Please
double-check the time and place of any event you wish to
attend by calling the info number for that event.

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon.,

Jan. 7, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2" St.

Meets 1% and 3" Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.
¢ D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee

(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Jan. 8, 7 p.m. in the District o

Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument.
Meets 2" Tue. each month. Info: 488-4700.
e Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting,

Tue., Jan. 8, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2™ o

Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732.

e Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint
Committee Meeting, Tue., Jan. 8, 10 am.,
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2™ Tue. each month. Info: Bill

Use

16510 o

Burks, 481-4053.

D-38 Special Education Advisory Committee,
Wed., Jan. 9, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Learning Center in
the Administration Building, 146 Jefferson St.,
Monument. Anyone interested in the accountability
of special education matters in D-38 and the state is
welcome to attend. Meets 2™ Wed. each month. Info:
Ilanit Bennaim, 325-6979.

Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Jan. 9, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2" St.
Meets 2™ Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017.
Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop,
Wed., Jan. 9, CANCELLED, Palmer Lake Town
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 2" Wed. each month.
Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.
Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting,
Thu., Jan. 10, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 2™
Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525.

Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop/Meeting
combined, Thu., Jan. 10, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake

THE GATHERING
Sundays 9 &11A.M.

Meeting at The Classical Academy, 975 Stout Road
From 1-25, take exit 156A onto Northgate Rd (east).
At Voyager Rd turn right (south). Take a right on Stout Rd.

Children’s Ministry available for birth through 5th grade
High School and Middle School meet at 11:00a.m. Sundays

Pastors: MIKE WORLEY, LEIF HORRELL, SAM BHATT,
KevVIN OLIVAREZ, STEVE BURFORD AND JERRY ALCORTA

2 4
THE GATHERING

Loving God, loving others (Matthew 22:37-39)

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 719-785-0118

EMAIL: INFO@THEGATHERINGHOME.ORG ® WEB: WWW.THEGATHERINGHOME.ORG
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Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 2™ Thu. each
month. Info:  481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue.,
Jan. 15, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off Union
Blvd and Printers Parkway). Normally meets 1% and 3%
Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300.

Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting, Wed.,
Jan. 16, 8:30 a.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 Second
Street. Normally meets 3™ Wed. each month. Location
varies. Info: 884 -8017.

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board
Meeting, Wed., Jan. 16, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3" Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680.

Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Jan. 16, CANCELLED,, Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28
Valley Crescent. Meets 3™ Wed. each month. Info: 481-
2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting,
Thu., Jan. 17, 7 p.m., Learning Center of the Lewis-
Palmer Administration Building, 2nd and Jefferson.
Meets 3 Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700.

Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu.,
Jan. 17, 6:30 p.m., 130 2™ St. Meets 3" Thu. each
month. Info: 481-4886.

Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Tue., Jan. 22, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado
Springs. Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info: 488-3603.
Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue.,
Jan. 22, 5 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St.
Meets 4 Tue. each month. Info: 488-6868.

Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Tue., Jan. 22,
6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2% St. Meets 1*
and 3" Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Board
Meeting, Wed., Jan. 23, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1,
18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the bowling
alley. Meets 4™ Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312.
Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., Jan.
24, 6 p.m., Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of
Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4™ Thu. each
month. Info: 488-2110, or SDMS, (800)741-3254.
Woodmoor Improvement Association Board
Meeting, Mon., Jan. 28, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691
Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4" Monday each month. Info: 488-
2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

Academy Water and Sanitation District Meeting, Wed.,
Feb. 6, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott Fire Station Two, 1500
Sun Hills Dr. Meets 1** Wed. each month. Info: 481-
0711.

LOCAL LIBRARY EVENTS
The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-
6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. Info:
481-2587.
The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu.,
10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m.
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and
Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly
suitable for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Super Tuesdays, every Tue., 10:30
and 11:15 a.m. Stories and crafts for preschoolers ages
3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Special reading program events for toddlers
and children. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.
Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:30
p-m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.

Info: 488-2370.

Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, every Thu., 3-4:30
p-m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info:
481-2587.

Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids up
to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every
Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Info: 488-2370. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

Monument Library: Dancing Dogs, Sat., Jan. 12, 1:30
p-m. Watch these amazing dogs as they really dance to
music. Listen to a dog story and make your own dancing
dog and doggie bookmark. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

Palmer Lake Library: Snowball Fun!, Sat., Jan. 19,
10:30 a.m. Skate without ice and make a snowman
without snow, hear a great story and have some fun!
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info:
481-2587.

Adult Programs
The Library Channel (Comcast 17) has live simulcasts
of programs, videotaped presentations, and a schedule
of Library events. The Library Channel broadcasts 24
hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include story
times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso
County Commissioners meetings, and much more. A
community bulletin board of library events is shown
between programs. Find the schedule online at ppld.org,
then click on the link “Happenings @ Your Library.”
From there, click on the “Comcast 17 link to search the
schedule.
Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes.
Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes for
beginner computer users. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue.,
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed.,
10 a.m.-noon. Join this group of friends dedicated
to empowering individual growth through life-long
learning and positive relationships. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book
Club, Fri., Jan. 18, 10-11:30 a.m. This month’s book
is The Girl with the Pearl Earring by Tracy Chevalier.
Everyone is welcome to attend this spirited group. Meets
3" Fri. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library: Computer Resources for
Genealogy: Federal Census Fundamentals on
Heritagequest, Fri., Jan. 18, 10:30 a.m.-noon. Learn
to use the U.S. Federal Census for your genealogy
research. Basic computer skills are required. To register,
call 531-6333, x2253. Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving
Program, Sat., Jan. 19, 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Bone up on
your driving skills and lower your insurance rates. Cost:
$10. Registration is required. Bring a lunch. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Registration
& Info: 488-2370.
Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Feb. 1, noon. New
members welcome, no registration needed. Call for the
book title. Meets 1% Fri. each month at Palmer Lake
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

We offer inexpensive ads considering our very large circulation. Every
month more than 13,400 copies of OCN are delivered by mail to homes and
businesses throughout the Tri-Lakes area.

For information, contact John Heiser at 488-3455 or
ads@ourcommunitynews.org or
visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

e Monument Library Art Display: View historical
photographs of the rich and famous by Broadmoor Hotel
photographer Bob Mclntyre. On display: Handmade
books by Charlotte Miller, featuring books of all shapes,
sizes and formats. Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/

communityconnections/calendar.

WEEKLY & MONTHLY EVENTS

e Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting,
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

e Al-anon Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, every
Sat., 9 a.m., College Room 2nd floor, NE corner; 1750
Deer Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour
answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

e Weekend Bike Rides, Sat., 10 a.m. for road rides;
Sundays, 1 p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced Rock
Bike Shop, 279 J Beacon Lite at 3% St. Info: 488-9007.

e Senior Lunches at Monument Town Hall, normally
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1% Thu. each month
and holidays, 166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:
30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free bingo the 2™ Thu.
each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy Myers, 481-4189;
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

o Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon.,
5:30-6:30 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly Johnson
Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve your public
speaking, leadership and meeting planning skills with
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. Info:
Amy Tyndale, 201-5360, or visit http://airforceacademy.
freetoasthost.us/

e Al-anon Meeting: Monument Monday Night
Literature Study, every Mon., 7:30-8:30 p.m.,
Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 207, 1750 Deer Creek Rd,
Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-
anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service at
632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-
425-2666 (nationwide).

e Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group,
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second St.
Monument. New businesses are invited to join the group
and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-0551.

e Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek Rd,
Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-
anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service
at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at
1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

e New Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of
Christ Church, 675 Baptist Rd. southwest corner room,
door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

o FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public
speaking, leadership and meeting planning skills with
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. Info:
visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call Kirby,
481-3738.

o YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, Tuesdays & Fridays,
9:30 a.m., Basic Strength & Balance; 10:45 a.m. Low
Impact Cardio & Strength. New class times: 9 a.m. & 10:
15. Monument Hill Church, 18725 Monument Hill Rd.
YMCA members free, non-members $3 per class. Info,
481-8728.

e One-The Campaign to End Poverty, Sun., Jan. 6, 1:
30 p.m., Panera Bread’s Community Room, 7344 North
Academy, Colorado Springs (near Chapel Hills Mall). If
you want to know how you can help end extreme global
poverty, please come and meet like-minded people.
Meets 1* Sun. each month. Info: www.one.org or e-mail
amglasford@comcast.net.

e Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Jan. 7, 7 p.m.
The group is temporarily moving the meeting to the
HealthSouth Building at 3920 N. Union, Colorado
Springs. A DVD on the disease and treatments will
play 5-7 p.m. with the meeting starting at 7 p.m. Share
concerns and success stories in a small group. Learn how
you can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants
always welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 1*
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735.

o La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Jan. 8, 10 a.m.,
Family of Christ Lutheran Church. This worldwide
organization provides mother-to-mother support for
mothers who choose to breastfeed. 675 Baptist Rd.
Meets 2™ Tue. each month. Info: 481-2909.

e Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner
Meeting, Tue., Jan. 8, 6:30-9 p.m., The Place, 13990
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Gleneagle Dr. Business women building relationships in
a social setting. Meets 2" Tue. each month. Info: Janine
Robertson, 266-0246 or Janine@coloradorobertsons.co
m.

Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon,
Wed., Jan. 9, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Community
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2™ Wed.
each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck
Eaton at 495-2443.

Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Jan. 10,
166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime senior
lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play.
Free! Win prizes! Meets the 2™ Thu. each month. Info:
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu.,
Jan. 10, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2
Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364.

NEPCO (Northern El Paso County Coalition of
Community Associations) Meeting on Special
Districts, Sat., Jan. 12, 10 a.m.-noon, Family of Christ
Lutheran Church, 675 Baptist Rd. (across from King
Soopers). The meeting is open to the public. Info:
www.nepco.org or call Bob Swedenburg, 481-2723.
Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Jan. 15, 7
p-m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow Rd.,
Woodmoor. Meets 3™ Tue. each month. Info: Lindsay,
487-9362.

Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Tue., Jan. 15, 6-8
p-m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake.
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more.
Meets 3™ Tue. each month. Childcare available. RSVP
to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221. Dixie Cannon
at 559-2977.

Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition
Meeting, Thu., Jan. 17, potluck supper 6 p.m., meeting
6:30-8:30 p.m., Beidleman Environmental Center, 740
W. Caramillo St., Colorado Springs. Meets 3™ Thu. each
month. Info: John Stansfield, (303) 660-5849 or e-mail
jorcstan@juno.com.

Palmer Lake Historical Society (PLHS) Annual
Potluck Dinner, Thu., Jan 17, 6:30 p.m., Palmer Lake
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. All are welcome to the
PLHS potluck and membership drive featuring Joe
Bohler, who will play piano and present his paintings,
“Past and Present,” along with stories about his
experiences when painting on location. Bring a dish
of your favorite food to share. PLHS provides a platter
of meats, coffee, and hot water for tea. Info: 559-0837
or e-mail plhist@aol.com.

Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri.,, Jan.
18, 11:30 a.m., The Plate World Cuisine, 9420 Briar
Village Point #140 (northeast corner of Briargate
Parkway and Chapel Hill Dr.) Social time begins at
11:30 and lunch is at noon. Cost: $15. Dr. Dominic
Foti will present “Fountain of Youth: Look as Young
as you Feel.” RSVP by Jan. 14 to Carol Docheft, 484-
0788.

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon, Fri.,
Jan. 18, 11 a.m., The Place, 13990 Gleneagle Dr.
Mary Zalmanek, author of The Art of the Spark: 12
Habits to Inspire Romantic Adventures, will present
“The Art of Celebration,” how to make the good times
extra special and find the silver lining in challenges.
TLWC membership is open to all women living in
School District 38. The club sponsors the Wine and
Roses event in October and the annual Pine Forest
Antiques Show and Sale in April. Proceeds from these
events benefit local nonprofit groups. RSVP: Billy
Healy, 278-8393, or e-mail famhealy@comecast.net.
Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Jan. 19,
9 a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D Jackson
Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3™ Sat. each month.
Info: Chris, 884-0832 or e-mail cabernathy@woodmo
or.com.

Women’s Business Owners and Managers
Luncheon, Wed., Jan. 23, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m,
Woodmoor Pines Golf & Country Club, 18945 Pebble
Beach Way, Monument. Meets 4" Wed. each month.
Info: 481-3282.

MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado
Springs North. Come meet other stay-at-home
moms and kids in your area. Weekly activities
and playgroups scheduled throughout the month
for ages birth and up. Moms living in Monument
and Palmer Lake contact Erin V at 487-8233 or
erin.vineyard@gmail.com. Moms living in zip
80921 and parts of Black Forest contact Debbie at
debdidovic@gmail.com or Missy at 487-7829. Visit

www.momsclub.org for more information.

e First Friday Family Fun Night @ Monument
Community Presbyterian Church, Fri.,, Feb. 1, 7-9
p.m., 238 3% St. All are invited to this new event on
the first Friday each month-bring family, bring friends.
Activities alternate between a family-friendly movie and
game night. Snacks are available for a nominal fee. Info:
481-3902.

e One-The Campaign to End Poverty, Sun., Feb. 3, 1:
30 p.m., Panera Bread’s Community Room, 7344 North
Academy, Colorado Springs (near Chapel Hills Mall). If
you want to know how you can help end extreme global
poverty, please come and meet like-minded people.
Meets 1 Sun. each month. Info: www.one.org or e-mail
amglasford@comcast.net.

e American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Feb. 5,
6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St.,
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1 Tue.
each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467.

e Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck
Lunch, Thu., Feb. 7, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town
Hall, 166 2™ St. Meets 1* Thu. each month. Info: Kay
Reuteler, 488-3263.

o Women’s Connection of Tri-Lakes, Thu., Feb. 7, 11:30
a.m., Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake.
Cost: $15. Meets the first Thu. each month. For free
nursery and luncheon reservations, call Jean at 481-9184
or e-mail Charlotte at charlotte_kennel@yahoo.com.

e Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Feb. 7, 7 p.m.,
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1% Thu.
each month. Info: Carolyn at 488-9791 or e-mail her at
hockef@aol.com.

SPECIAL EVENTS

¢ Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage featuring
Springcreek Bluegrass Band, Fri.,, Jan. 11, 7 p.m.,
Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest
Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. Cost: $5 nonmembers,
$3 members. Info: www.blackroseacoustic.org or call
282-0760.

¢ Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI)
Family Exploration Day: Simple Machines, Lego
Steam Engines & the Industrial Revolution, Sat.,

Support Our Community.
Become an OCN volunteer!

Some of our readers may not realize
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If
you like the contribution OCN makes to
our community, now is the time to step
forward and help us provide accurate
information each month to over 13,000
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses.

We need additional reporters to help
cover meetings of local governmental
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What
did they talk about and what did they
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN’s
skilled copy editors will help you refine
your article for publication.

Like to take pictures? We need digital,
slide, or print photos to illustrate future
articles.

We also need various other kinds of
help including preparing the mailing.

If you can spare a few hours to help
make an important difference in our
community, please contact John Heiser at

719-488-3455 or

johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org.
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Jan. 12, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Explore principles of physics
such as work, friction, and inertia through hands-on
experiments with levers, axles, and wheels. Then see
how these simple machines work using working Lego®
Models and the giant steam engines of the Industrial
Revolution. Free with paid admission. Reservations
required: 488-0880. Admission: $8 adults, $7 military/
AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 children 3-12, free to
children under 3 & museum members. WMMI is located
at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off of [-25 at the Gleneagle
exit, #156A, across from the north entrance to the U.S.
Air Force Academy. Reservations and info: phone 488-
0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

e Monument business owner sign ordinance meeting,

Thu., Jan. 17, 6:30 p.m. A meeting for Monument
business owners will be held on Thu., Jan. 17, 6:30
p-m., at Monument Town Hall, 166 Second St., to gather
their comments on the extensive revision of the town
ordinance regarding commercial signs. Copies of the
new ordinance are available for pick-up at Town Hall.
Business owners are asked to provide a list of their
comments that also includes name of the business,
business address, as well as the business owner’s name,
contact phone number, and current email address. The
comments will be forwarded to town staff and trustees
prior to the public hearing on the ordinance on Tues.,
Feb. 19. For more information, phone Karen Evans at
648-3070 or email karen@thetenantrep.com

¢ Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) Annual Artist

Member Show & Silent Art Auction, through Jan.
19. Douglas Buchman, artist and owner of the Second
Street Art Market, will judge the exhibit for first, second,
and third place awards in addition to a People’s Choice
Award. TLCA is open Tue.-Sat., 12-4 p.m. and is located
at 304 Highway 105 in Palmer Lake. Info: 481-0475 or
visit the website at www.trilakesarts.org.

¢ Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage featuring

Chuck Pyle, Fri.,, Jan. 25, 7 p.m., Black Forest
Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup
Rd., Black Forest. Cost: $5 nonmembers, $3 members.
Info: www.blackroseacoustic.org or call 282-0760.

o Fine Art Show, Feb. 1-Feb. 29, Tri-Lakes Center for the

Arts, 304 Highway 105, Palmer Lake. The free exhibit
of varied works in different media by Palmer Lake Art
Group member artists will be open Tue.-Sat., noon-4
p-m. The opening reception is Sat., Feb. 9. Proceeds
will fund scholarships for seniors at Lewis-Palmer High
School who plan to continue their studies in art. Info:
Jana Towery, 487-9853, or Sue Jenkins, 481-9149.
To have your event listed at no charge in
Our Community Calendar, please call
488-3455, or send the information to
our_community_calendar@hotmail.com or
P.O. Box 1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Hey, you can only fit so much
into a Flying Sleigh...

We have the
FUN STUFF and
the accessories that
SANTA DIDN’T BRING!

Right Here in Monument!
491 Highway 105

Next to Starbucks
481-2387

U RadioShack.

Most Major Credit Cards
Welcome.
Owned and operated by
Tri-Lakes Electronics

Alice’s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate
Top of the World Views

Walk into this beautiful
Monument home and in-
b= | stantly feel you are in your
g™ own private retreat. Set
back off the end of a cul-de-
sac, on an acre, with lots of
pine trees and views, this
home gives a sense of peace

5 and tranquility — yet has
easy access to Colorado Springs and Denver. 5 large bedrooms, 3.5
baths, 3 car garage and a finished walk-out basement. This home is
stunning and is available for quick occupancy! $699,000.

Eagle Villas Town Home

High quality patio home, in
a gated 28 unit community,
with incredible views over-
looking the Gleneagle Golf
Course, Pikes Peak, the AF
Academy and city. Impres-
sive open floor plan with 4
bedrooms, 3 full baths, and
almost 4000 sq ft. Walkout
basement and many other upgrades. Must see to believe! $525,000.

Call Alice for a Showing Today!

Alice Sweatman

719-200-5258 (35

%
KELLER WILLIAMS

CLIENTY CHCHEY BEALTY

REAL ESTATE

Full service. Big savings.
The experts nextdoor...
AE———

Sell your home for as low as $2,950*

.""'l._

Help-U-Sell Summit Properties

Services Include:
Powerful Marketing System
Full Service Real Estate Transactions
Pre-qualify all Buyers
Buy Direct and Save Options
Negotiate to get You the Best Price

For more information, contact our Tri-Lakes Specialist
with over 10 years of experience

Karen Ahrens at 719-339-0052

karenahrens@helpusell.com
Also ask about our Smart Buy Program

*$2,950 applies to homes listed for $200,000 or less. Each office independently owned and operated.

START LIVING,
STOP DIETING!
NEW YEAR,
NEW YOU!

If you want a healthy &
loving relationship with
food & your body; if you
want to lose weight for the
LAST time instead of just
ANOTHER time, I can help you. No diets,
no special meals, no calorie counting.
Start LIVING today. Stop DIETING today.

Call/Email for Appointment
KATHLEEN FROSCH, BSN, CRM
Nutritionist, Speaker, Mentor
Phone: (719) 488-4454
Email: kathleen@creativeawareness.net

Lose the desperation. Lose the weight.
FUN, POWERFUL & REWARDING

P.S. It’s great living again in Colorado.

Get more of what you love with...

MAX Checking
6.01% -

Free ATMs
Nationwide

EARN  MAX RATES

6.01 %+ 1.01 %

s From $0 - $50,000

OR  BASE RATE

025 %

s Over $50,000 If Requirements Are Not Met

To earn the MAX Rates,
perform the following each cycle:

AIR ACADEMY

« 12 Check Card Transactions Y FELHERAL CREDIT LB

« Receive Electronic Statement

« One direct deposit or ACH Auto Debit aafcu.com 800.223.1983

417 Third Street - Monument

*6.01% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) paid on balances between one penny and $50,000, and 1.01% APY paid on all
amounts above $50,000 each cycle the minimum requirements are met. If you do not meet the requirements during a given
cycle, you will earn the Base Rate of 0.25% APY. Rates as of January 1, 2008. We may change the dividend rate and APY
at any time after the account is opened. Check card transactions must be signature (credit) based to qualify. No minimum
balance required. No minimum balance to open this account. Available to personal accounts only. No monthly service
charge. If you do not meet the requirements per cycle, your account will still function as a free checking - = ——
account earning the Base Rate, however it will not receive ATM Refunds for that time period. **ATM refunds N A

up to $25 per cycle (limited to $4.99 per item) if requirements are met. Federally insured by NCUA.

= Lo Life

It’s a New Year! As
we say farewell to
2007, many of us will
make some New Year’s
commitments and also
some major decisions
which will change the
course of our lives.
Abundant Life Church
would like to encourage
everyone this year to be
excited for what 2008
holds. Among the many
opportunities that will
arise this year, there
may be some
disappointments as
well. Abundant Life
church will be here to
enable and encourage
everyone to live an
authentic Christian life,
regardless of the
circumstances. We
believe that Jesus taught
a way of living in which
our physical, emotional,
and spiritual needs can
be met through a
faithful relationship
with him. The most
important decision we
can make this year is
where we’ll spend our
eternal life. When we
have made that choice,
we’re finally ready to
live.

Sundays @ 10:00am
245 2" Street
Monument, CO 80132
719-481-3214
We’re Here for You.

BASEMENT FINISHIN

-
“Pool hall” with an open home theater

* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

Whether you know exactly what you want or
don’t have a clue where to start, I can help.

488-9812 John Bailey / Bailey Homes

Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction.
www.BaileyHomesMonument.com




	SERTOMA honors Ted Bauman and Linda and Richard Pankratz
	Water for the future
	Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, December 13: Authority looks at bringing agricultural water to the Tri-Lakes area
	Academy Water and Sanitation District, December 5: Board leaning toward merger with Donala 
	Donala Water and Sanitation District, November 29: District increases rates; mill levies unchanged
	Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee, December 11: 2008 budget approved for wastewater facility
	Monument Sanitation District board, December 20: District mill levy eliminated; all debt paid off
	Triview Metropolitan District Board meeting, December 11: 2008 budget approved, property taxes increased without an election
	Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District board, December 13: 2008 budget and rate increase approved
	Monument Board of Trustees, December 3: Board approves 2008 budget, expansion of church campus
	Monument Board of Trustees, December 17: Five planning commissioners appointed
	Palmer Lake Town Council, December 13: Town approves water rate increase, 3 new hires
	Donald Wescott Fire Protection District board, December 19: Shooting response leads to emergency purchase of body armor
	Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Rescue Authority, December 12: A little nostalgia, a lot of paperwork mark authority’s last meeting
	Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board Meeting, December 20: Board reaffirms plan to open PRHS in Fall 2008
	Woodmoor Improvement Association board, December 17: Toboggan Hill parking concerns debated
	On the Roads: Baptist Rd. and Struthers Rd. project construction update
	December Weather Wrap
	Letters to Our Community
	Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore: A new you for the new year
	Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide: Pine siskin
	Art Matters: Enjoy the great indoors
	Snapshots of Our Community
	Special Events and Notices
	Our Community Calendar

