
By Jim Kendrick
The Baptist Road Rural Transportation 
Authority (BRRTA) meeting scheduled 
for Oct. 10 was moved up a week to Oct. 
3 so the long-anticipated contract for ex-
panding the Baptist Road I-25 interchange 
could finally be awarded. The two-lane 
bridge over I-25 will be replaced by two 
four-lane spans, and the four ramps will 
each be widened to two lanes. Bob Torres 
of engineering consultant Jacobs Carter 
Burgess will manage the contract. 

BRRTA Manager Denise Denslow, of 
R.S. Wells LLC, told OCN Sept. 26 that 
prospective bidders were given specific 
details for the project at a pre-bid meeting 
Sept. 11 at the El Paso County Depart-
ment of Transportation training room. 
Bid packages were submitted by eight 
companies. 

The bids, which were accepted be-
ginning Aug. 27, were opened at a public 
meeting by BRRTA staff on Sept. 25. 
All the bids were less than the original 
Colorado Department of Transportation 
estimate of $16 million. 

After the board members select the 
winning bid on Oct. 3, Torres will direct 
the preparation of the notice to proceed 
based on the elements of the winning 
bid. Construction must start no later than 
Nov. 1 to maximize the time available 
for construction on the east side of the 
interchange, which contains a significant 
amount of protected Preble’s meadow 
jumping mouse habitat. Construction 
is allowed only from Nov. 1 to April 1 
within or near the habitat. 

The Oct. 3 BRRTA meeting will be 
held at 2:30 p.m. in Monument Town Hall, 
166 Second St. Information: 884-8017. 

By David Futey
At the Sept. 11 meeting of the Palmer Lake 
Town Council, Water Trustee Max Staf-
ford provided an estimate exceeding $1.9 
million to upgrade the existing water plant 
infrastructure to a micro filter system. 
If installed, the new system would meet 
the turbidity (cloudiness) standard of 0.3 
nephelometric turbidity units (NTU) and 
enable the plant to operate for the next 

20-30 years. When and if council pro-
ceeds with the approval of the upgrade, it 
will take up to a year before starting the 
project. 

Stafford is investigating whether low-
interest loans are available from the state 
to fund the project. Grants researched thus 
far are not available for the project since 
the town’s per capita income is above 
$45,000. A decision on whether to update 

the existing infrastructure or build a new 
water plant will need to occur in the next 
few months. 

At the Aug. 14 council meeting, Staf-
ford noted that at least $200,000 is needed 
to fix the existing media filter system. 
However, even if the media filter system 
is repaired, it would not be useable in the 
new micro filter system, nor would the re-
pair enable the plant to meet the turbidity 
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standard. There may be other issues that 
arise once and if repairs begin on the me-
dia filter system. 

With the surface water plant’s con-

tinuing problems and its limited capac-
ity, the town has lost redundancy in the 
water system for growth or other needs. 
The problems have also raised costs, as 

electricity is now over $7,000 a month 
from well pumping, and well use creates 
a draw-down situation. Mayor John Cress-
man stated that regardless of the course of 
action taken on the water facility, “citizens 
should anticipate water [cost] increases.”

Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan updated 

By unanimous decision, the council 
agreed to adopt a draft of the Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan document. For-
estree Development LLC representatives 
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LIVE MUSIC
on the Patio

Every Weekend.
See the Schedule at

www.lacasafi esta.net

Fajitas • Ribs
Carnitas

Made Fresh Daily

Celebrating 25 Years
in El Paso County and

50 Years in New Mexico

Try Our NEW
Chipotle Honey

Lime Ribs!

THE BEST LOCATION IN
WOODMOOR! 3/4-acre treed 
lot. 5 br, 3 ba. Great room, 
large eat-in kitchen, two 
fireplaces, fully landscaped 
yard with hot tub. Only 
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2.5 ACRES NEXT TO
NATIONAL FOREST! Trees 
and peak views from this 
great level lot! Quiet 
location on cul-de-sac 
street. Zoned for horses in 
an area of nice homes. A 
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and panoramic views of city 
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rancher with views of Pikes 
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10.6 ACRES IN LARKSPUR!
Located in El Dorado 
Acres. Features trees, 
meadow, and views! Easy 
access to Colorado Springs 
and Denver. Perfect for 
your mini ranch! A steal at 
only $199,000!

2.78-ACRE LOT IN KING�S
DEER! This is a great lot 
with peak views in an area 
of million dollar homes on a 
quiet street. It would make 
the perfect location for your 
custom home! Only 
$189,900!

WALK-OUT RANCHER IN
PALMER LAKE! Custom 
home with city views! Over 
3800 sq. ft, 5 br, 3.5 ba, 
hardwood, large decks, 
landscaped! $65K under 
appraisal. Only $399,900!   
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IN NOVEMBER! Over 5000 
sq. ft, 4 br, 4.5 ba, 1⁄2-acre 
lot with trees, peak / moun-
tain views! Custom features 
throughout! Pick colors! 
Reduced $85K. $585,000!

NEW WALK-OUT RANCHER IN
TIMBERVIEW! Over 4300 sq. 
ft. 4 br, 3.5 ba. Great room. 
Tall timber, fabulous peak /
mountain views. 1⁄2-acre lot! 
Upgrades galore! Reduced 
$85K. $565,000!
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pitchers, tea pots, unique gifts, fun mugs & more 
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719-266-2338

New Fall Gifts 
Just Arrived!

Pandora Trunk Show 
Thursday, October 16th, 1 to 7 p.m. 

Special offer: Pandora Bracelet only $15 (reg. price $50) 
Only Oct. 16th, 1 to 7 p.m. with $100 Pandora purchase.

...where you love to shop... 
251 Front St., Monument

598-3348
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Keith Worley and John Chap-
man provided the town with an 
update of the document initially 
presented at the August council 
meeting. He said it will be final-
ized in four to six weeks. 

The plan will qualify the 
town for fire protection and miti-
gation grant funding from the 
state and federal funding in the 
future. It will also act as a guide 
for federal authorities to areas in 
and around the town in the event 
of an emergency as it will be one 
part of the town’s emergency 
preparedness planning doc-
umentation. Partners identi-
fied in the plan include the 
Larkspur Fire Department 
and Douglas County Open 
Space. Adoption of the plan 
also qualifies residents for a 
state tax deduction for fire 
reduction measures of up to 
50 percent of the cost, up to 
$2,500.
Fire mitigation with 

the masticator
The masticator, which 
grinds and removes scrub 
oak and other growth, was 
used at five town residences 
as part of the education 
process in fire mitigation 
and managing fire danger 
around properties. The cost 
of the masticator was $165 
per hour. Fire Trustee Gary 
Coleman had the masticator 
used on his property and 
said he was very pleased 
with the results. 

Safer Community 
Initiative

The council received a pre-
sentation from District 3 
County Commissioner Sallie 
Clark on the proposed 1-cent 

sales tax for health and safety 
programs. District 1 County 
Commissioner Wayne Williams 
was not available to perform the 
presentation. The commission-
ers are seeking support for the 
initiative from Palmer Lake and 
other county municipalities be-
cause, as Clark said, the county 
has been fiscally “conservative 
to the point of being at a tipping 
point.” 

Clark stated that the county 
is facing severe budget issues 

with a $34 million shortfall over 
the past three years. This has 
led to 24 staff layoffs, over 40 
positions eliminated, reduced 
services, increases in response 
time from the Sheriff’s Office 
and other issues. The county is 
also having difficulty in main-
taining mandated services, such 
as the courthouse, and the coro-
ner facilities are in severe condi-
tion. Clark added that the parks 
budget has been cut to less than 
$1 million and is surviving only 
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Tri-Lakes Electronics 
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...with a
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Right Here in Monument! 

Will your TV work after Feb. 17, �09?
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With Your Auto Loan

  3.99%Annual Percentage Rate*
     36 Month Term
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*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. 36 monthly payments of $296.00 per $10,000.00 borrowed 
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handcrafted rustic elegance in 
semiprecious stones, precious 

metals and sea gems

online store, jewelry parties, 
private showings 

heinkm@ix.netcom.com 
(719) 930-8302

www.kathyhein.com

Jewelry by Kathy Hein 
Monument, Colorado 

I-25 & Baptist Road�Adjacent to King Soopers 
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday 

719-481-0708
� Over 1000 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines 
� 300 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers 
� Fine Cigars   �  Wide Variety of Spirits 
� Walk-In Wine Cooler
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through alternative funding, such as the state Lottery. 
The budget for gas at the Sheriff’s Office has climbed 

from $150,000 in 2000 to $800,000 in 2008 and is project-
ed to be $1 million within the next couple of years, Clark 
said. Guards at the county jail are guarding twice the 
recommended number of prisoners, with one deputy per 
65 prisoners. The sheriff is unable to hold misdemeanor 
offenders due to budget and manpower limitations. 

The county commissioners are giving presentations 
throughout the county in order to seek regional coopera-
tion and provide information on the initiative and the pos-
sible financial benefits to municipalities. The focus of the 
initiative is on public health, police, and fire backup. With 
property tax increases unpopular, though El Paso County 
has the lowest property tax in the state, and the need to 
raise a mill levy three times the present rate, a sales tax 
seemed the only viable option. The sales tax is exempted 
from food, fuels, groceries, medication, and construction 
materials by state law. 

Commissioner Clark said estimates suggest that 30-
40 percent of the tax received would be from tourists and 
visitors to the county and that the cost per citizen would 
be 33 cents per day. The state would collect the tax and 
would not charge a collection fee. The county would re-
ceive the funding and distribute it. The county would be 
audited to ensure the tax is used for the designated ballot 
purpose. 

The tax should take the county 15-20 years into the 
future in funding the identified services. Municipalities 
would receive funding through the tax, with Palmer Lake 
estimated to receive $140,000 to be designated specifical-
ly for public safety operations or capital improvements. 

Commissioner Clark said the county is preparing 
two budgets, with and without the tax. The budget cuts 
that would take place without the tax are estimated to be 
over $10 million, with $4 million in cuts projected at the 
county Sheriff’s Office. 

Certificate for town teen
Trustee and Assistant Fire Chief Dan Reynolds presented 
a certificate of appreciation to Jacob Timby, who painted 
numerous town fire hydrants during the summer.

Roads update
Trustee Bryan Jack reported that 12,000 tons of millings, 
purchased at $4.50 per ton, which is well below the cost 
of asphalt, were used on roads in the community. In total, 
2.5 miles of gravel road were improved out of the 26 miles 
in the town. A future goal is to repave County Line Road. 
The Roads Department is also addressing a sediment is-
sue with the 36-inch culvert in Glen Park, which is caus-
ing water to wash into Lovers Lane. 
Police Department receives donation and 

grant
Reynolds reported that the Police Department received 
a donation of two laptops from Pikes Peak Regional 
Building. Police Chief Gene Ferrin thanked the Tri-Lakes 
Women’s Club for its $3,600 grant. This grant enabled the 
department to purchase a new portable radio. 

Police Department changes
Ferrin reported that due to budget shortfalls, a vacant 
patrol position will be temporarily filled with part-time 
help. Ferrin will reassess the vacancy early next year. 
Ferrin was also informed that Officer Joe Lundy will be 
taking a position with the Monument Police Department 
effective Oct. 15. This position will be filled once the res-
ignation is officially received. Ferrin noted that officers 
are receiving more financial incentive for leaving than 
the town can presently offer. A salary review may need 
to be performed to determine how the town can remain 
competitive in officer pay. 

Fireworks Committee
Jeff Hulsmann presented an update on the July 4 fire-
works celebration. He noted that $4,600 was paid for 
additional police officers. Due to this and other costs, 

such as $15,000 for fireworks, Hulsmann suggested that 
the town may not be able to afford the fireworks show 
in the future unless funding and volunteer efforts are 
addressed. Hulsmann stated that there was a need for 
additional volunteers and changes to the makeup of the 
Fireworks Committee. 

Awake the Lake
Hulsmann suggested using the reservoir to fill the lake, 
since the reservoir is not being fully used due to issues 
with the water plant filtration system. He also noted that 
the reservoir fill time is approaching. He suggested mov-
ing 10-15 acre-feet from the reservoir to the lake. The 
legality of such a move would need advisement from the 
state engineer. A pipe exists between the reservoir and 
the lake so physically moving the water would not be an 
issue. 

Walk/Bike to School Day
Mayor Cressman read a proclamation in support of Colo-
rado Pedestrian month in October. Oct. 8 has been desig-
nated Walk/Bike to School Day in order to demonstrate 
the benefits to exercising, the environment, and reducing 
traffic. Palmer Lake Elementary School children will 
walk from Town Hall to the school that morning. The 
event will start at 8 a.m. at the Palmer Lake Village Green 
in front of Town Hall. 

Tri-Lakes Senior Citizen program
Chuck Roberts, director of the Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance 
(TLSA), provided an update on the organization’s activi-
ties. Palmer Lake released another $10,000 from the Lucy 
Owen donation to the program. Among activities over 
the past year, the TLSA served seniors 1,500 Wednesday 
lunches, offered day tours, and kept seniors informed 
with a monthly newsletter, the Tri-Lakes Senior Beat. The 
TLSA is also looking into operating a year-round thrift 
store, possibly in Palmer Lake. 

Monument Board of Trustees, September 2

Sheriff asks board to support sales tax for public safety

Best Retirement Plan Ever!
Can be tax-deductible  
with tax-free payout.

Call 719-574-9544.
Honest, confidential advice. 

481-0250125 Second St.  
Monument 

Trollbeads         Trollbeads         Trollbeads         

Be Original!Be Original!Be Original!
Gold Level DealerGold Level DealerGold Level Dealer

For all your 
plumbing 

needs

Plumbing, LLC  
Shawn Heer, Principal

719.633-6948 (ofc)

719.351.3573 (cell)

Mention this ad for 15% OFF labor!

By Jim Kendrick
On Sept. 2, El Paso County Sheriff Terry Maketa asked 
the Monument Board of Trustees to support a permanent 
sales tax increase to fund county public health and safety 
agencies. (This meeting occurred after deadline for the 
Sept. 6 issue of OCN.) Trustees Gail Drumm and Tim 
Miller were absent. 

The regular board meeting scheduled for Sept. 15 
was cancelled during the following week. 

Kyle Blakely of Citizens for Effective Government 
asked the board to endorse the Safer Community Initia-

tive that proposes a new county 1-cent sales tax for ad-
ditional revenue for the county Sheriff’s Office, district 
attorney’s office, coroner, and public health departments 
and county municipalities as well. 

Sheriff Maketa gave a 35-minute presentation on 
the specific issues raised by a number of unfunded state 
mandates that the directed sales tax would help pay for if 
approved by the voters. Since 1997, the county’s property 
assessment has gone up 267 percent, but the sheriff’s 
budget has only gone up about 47 percent. The new tax 
revenue, if this ballot issue is approved in the November 
election, is estimated to be about $74 million for 2009. 

Maketa said that growth has outstripped the county’s 
ability to provide adequate levels of service for major 
crimes, high-risk SWAT-type operations, and direct costs 
for operation of the jail as well as prisoner transportation 
and extradition. The coroner building was designed for 
400 autopsies per year, while the actual number ranges 
from 850 to 900 annually, requiring the staff to move to 
a modular building recently. The number of cases per 
deputy for the district attorney is 70 percent higher than 
any other county along the Front Range, requiring new 

hires of 70-120 additional deputies. 
Noting that there couldn’t be a worse time to ask for 

a tax increase, Maketa stated that the ever-increasing de-
mand for services cannot be met even with the previously 
planned 2008-09 revenues, much less the reduced tax rev-
enues during the current economic slowdown. He added 
that he had proposed $12 million in cuts in the Sheriff’s 
Office budget three years ago to adjust for declining 
revenue. All these cuts have already been implemented, 
including reductions in capital projects and postponed 
maintenance on buildings and information technology 
infrastructure.

The plan proposed by the Citizens for Effective 
Government was developed during an 18-month study 
of unfunded county and municipality law enforcement 
and public health needs, Maketa said. During the first two 
years, 50 percent of the new revenue will go to 12 specific 
capital projects with 10 percent allocated in subsequent 
years until all these capital projects are completed. After 
2025, all capital revenues will then be directed toward 
maintenance. 

The revenues designated for each county municipal-

DRAKE
CONSTRUCTION

P.O. Box 583
Monument, CO 80132

719.481.1751
Cell 719.339.5506

Licensed / insured

TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured
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ity must also be used for police and public safety. Maketa 
said, “It’s a challenging time.” Trustee Tommie Plank re-
plied, “It’s always a challenging time in El Paso County.” 

There was a lengthy discussion regarding specific 
capital projects and other needs to meet the surge in 
crimes, parole violations, and jail sentence lengths, now 
80-180 percent longer for various crimes. The cost for 
rented cell space is going up dramatically as well, now 
that the jail expansion has already been outstripped by the 
number of additional prisoners. 

719-271-8742
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17535 Chipped Arrow Way, Woodmoor�Custom home with incredible 
Pikes Peak views. New: granite, slate floors, kitchen cabinetry, stainless 
appliances, walnut floors, carpets, impressive Rock Facia on floor-to-ceiling 
fireplace. New in 2006: 1875 sq. ft. master suite addition with beautiful mas-
ter bath and huge walk-in closet. 3-car garage. 50 yr. Stone-coated metal 
roof. .83-acre lot. Reduced $40,000 to $499,000.

267 Glenway, Palmer Lake�Historic and partially-updated 2900 sq. ft., 3 to 
4 bd, 2 ba home with attached, heated 7-car garage with 1⁄2 bath. Home + 
garage $199,000. Home + garage + extra building lot $259,000.

All my Listings have Virtual Tours at www.AndyEllisHomes.com 

2007 Winner of Prudential 
President�s Circle Award�Top 5% in 
sales throughout the United States. 

Delivering Results Since 1995. 

Pikes Peak Views!

1750 Moorwood Point, Woodmoor�The largest floor plan available. 
Extremely well-appointed. A whole wing is dedicated to the master bedroom, 
including walk-in closet and 5 pc. bath. Perfect main-level living with two 
bedrooms and an office on the main level with french doors that could easily 
be a private dining room. Over 3,000 finished sq. ft. List price $308,000.

16550 Black Forest Road, Black Forest�Custom-built home with water 
rights for 3 wells. Possible building on two other 6 to 7 acre parcels, part of 
the total 19-acres. Open floor plan, huge kitchen, one-level living with master 
and guest bedroom on main. Two outbuildings 40x60 and 42x72, one heated 
and insulated, the other has room for 14 stalls. List price $749,000.

New listing!

Under contract!

New listing!

Backs to green area!

No covenants!

COMING SOON�Perfect Palmer Lake Lot priced to sell. Call for details!

Jan Hejtmanek 
Candidate for 
State Representative  
House District 20 

www.voteforjan.com 
25+ yr. business & management 
experience. Active leader in 

several community organizations. Married 25 
years with two teens in D-20 public schools. 

A Brighter Future for Colorado 
� Renewable energy development 
� Resource management and protection 
� Affordable healthcare 
� Support for education 
� A strong state economy 
� Small business expansion 

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning.
Now accepting 
new students. 

484-0192Call Pam Brunson

http://ppra.biz
ride@ppra.biz 

Est. 1996

*Certified* 
Riding Instructor

*Riding Lessons 
*Horse Training 
*Show Team  

7770 Stockholm Grove 
Colorado Springs, CO 

80908

481-4360

New Indoor Arena underway!

*Year Round 
*Group & Private
*Ages 7 � Adult 
*English Pleasure 
*Western Pleasure 
*Dressage

Support Our Community-Shop Tri-Lakes

No Gimmicks! 
Just Solutions! 

Nationally Certified Counselor 
Licensed Professional Educator 

Licensed Professional 
Counselor 

Now accepting Tricare

Experience the love and excitement 
in your relationship again!!  
Parenting classes now forming 

Sandra S. Vergez 
M.A., N.C.C., L.P.C. 

Helping
Couples,
Families,

Individuals. 

Please call: 719-330-4256    Email: ssv4therapy@aol.com 

House Cleaning
Thorough, dependable,  

reasonable. References available 
Call Jackie 360-4844 
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For more information on the issues the board and 
Maketa discussed, see the “Safer Community Initiative” 
PowerPoint presentation and frequently asked questions 
links on the www.csceg.org home page. 

Two liquor licenses approved
The board unanimously approved a new liquor license 
requested by Monument resident Jason Vanderpool, 
owner of J Squared LLC, doing business as Wild Wings 
N Things. Vanderpool is also the manager of this new 
family restaurant, which is located in the Tuscan Hills 
Center at 1415 Cipriani Loop, just east of the intersection 
of Highway 105 and Knollwood Drive. The space was 
previously occupied by Il Fratello’s restaurant. 

The board also unanimously renewed the annual 
liquor license for the Circle K convenience store and gas 
station in the King Soopers shopping center at Baptist 
Road and Jackson Creek Parkway. 

Financial matters
The board unanimously approved one payment over 
$5,000 for $30,019 to Recreation Creations Inc. for play-
ground equipment to be installed in a pocket park in the 
Trails End development on Old Denver Highway. 

Treasurer Pamela Smith reported that net sales tax 
revenues received from the state for the first half of 2008 
were $178 less than her very conservative budgeted 
amount, though the amount of revenue reported through 
the end of August is about 4 percent above budget. “We 
still need to closely watch the budgeted sales tax revenue 
and comparisons for downward trends that will adversely 
affect revenues for 2008,” Smith said.

Smith also reported in the July financial report that 
the town’s general fund expenditures are 16.2 percent 

($712,000) less than the amount budgeted while general 
fund revenue is only down 0.2 percent ($8,000). Water 
fund revenues are down 6.8 percent ($101,000) while ex-
penditures are down 15.4 percent ($315,000.) 

Staff reports
Town Manager Cathy Green led a lengthy discussion on 
a town mission and vision statement asking the board to 
review copies of the Buena Vista mission statement as not 
typical. Trustee Rafael Dominguez volunteered to take 
the lead on writing the first drafts of these town state-
ments. He said, “Defining who we are is fundamental 
to leadership in this community,” emphasizing that the 
statements are the town’s not the board’s. 

Green reported that she had discussed potential sav-
ings of about $400,000 or more with the Triview Metro-
politan District board on Aug. 26, should the town take 
over daily operations. The town would keep the two front 
office and operations personnel on the payroll, while 
eliminating the district manager, district administrator, 
and district attorney positions. She said she would dis-
tribute the draft intergovernmental agreement to board 
members when the attorneys have completed it. 

Tom Kassawara, director of Development Services, 
reported on progress in developing plans for a water qual-
ity and detention pond for Third Street storm water that 
will be channeled to Monument Lake across private prop-
erty on the west side of Mitchell Avenue at the intersec-
tion with Second Street. He also discussed the progress 
on the construction of the new Town Hall building on the 
southwest corner of Highway 105 and Beacon Lite Road. 

Police Chief Jake Shirk reported continuing difficul-
ty in filling two officer vacancies. There were 40 appli-

cations in response to the department’s recent advertise-
ments. Shirk made 13 job offers, but only one offer was 
accepted. He said it’s hard to find officers in this “fiercely 
competitive environment” to fill the other vacancy. 

Public Works Director Rich Landreth reported that 
there will be some high costs associated with getting new 
town water rights and Monument Lake storage rights 
approved through the multi-year water court process in 
addition to the basic cost of purchasing the additional 
water rights from the current owners. Water is no longer 
flowing over the spillway of the Monument Lake dam due 
to lower flows in Monument Creek, but the level is only 5 
inches below the spillway. 

The Forest Lakes water tank is nearing completion. 
The town leases a third of its capacity from the Forest 
Lakes Metropolitan District, using it to store town water 
produced within the Forest Lakes district. 

Trustees’ comments
Trustee Plank asked the board, staff, and Town Attorney 
Gary Shupp to review a document presented by Lewis-
Palmer School District 38 Superintendent Ray Blanch 
proposing “A New Compact” between the school district 
and the Tri-Lakes community. Plank asked that the staff 
prepare a resolution for the next trustees meeting endors-
ing the D-38 compact, which calls for building “a school 
system that focuses on three foundational themes: student 
learning, the whole child, and community engagement.” 

Trustee Steve Samuels asked the staff to repaint the 
existing crosswalks on Old Denver Highway between the 
residential communities and the Santa Fe Trail now that 
the town has annexed the road from the county. Landreth 
suggested a review of lowering the speed limit, currently 
40 mph, and placing signs instructing vehicle drivers 
to stop for pedestrians in the crosswalks. Mayor Byron 
Glenn asked Landreth to get cost estimates for solar-pow-
ered flashing lights for the crosswalks. 

Glenn noted his visit earlier in the day to the new 
Monument Academy charter school on Highway 105 east 
of Knollwood Drive, calling it “an outstanding build-
ing.” 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting is at 6:30 p.m. on Oct. 6 at Town Hall, 
166 Second St. Meetings are normally held on the first 
and third Mondays of the month. Information: 884-8017.

Carpet • Wood • Tile • Granite
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AFFORDABLE FLOORING
PRESENTS

FREE INSTALL WITH SHAW
FREE CARPET INSTALLATION WITH PURCHASE

OF SHAW OR TUFTEX CARPET AND PAD

Minimum purchase 75 yards
Maximum purchase 500 yards
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CHOOSE FROM
OVER 100 
STYLES!

Minimum purchase 75 yards
Maximum purchase 500 yards
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Extended through 

October 31!

Piano Lessons By Becky  
� 37 years of teaching experience 
� Bachelors of Arts in Music 
� King�s Deer area 
� First Lesson is FREE! 

Call 559-3837 

Handy Man
 Master Carpenter

Interior and Exterior 
Finishing and Repairs

Cabinetry
Doors and Windows

Outbuildings Built and Repaired
Custom Trim

Decks, Porches, Gazebos
Larry Blasgen 494-2131

Over  30 Years’ Experience 
in Home Remodeling and Building

Small Jobs Welcome!

June Burnett 
Independent Chocolatier 
www.JunesChocolate.com

Host a Dove Chocolate 
Tasting Party in your home or 
at your office.  Learn to make 
your OWN chocolate candies 
with our awesome tools! 

Phone: 719-660-3391 
E-mail: Junes_Chocolate@yahoo.com 

Share the Sweet Life! 

Dove Chocolate Discoveries 
New to Colorado! 
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Driver Education with

Obtaining a permit or license in Colorado can be confusing.  All Colorado citizens seeking a license must first obtain a 
permit, and all permit applicants in Colorado must demonstrate proof of age and identity (an original government birth certificate), 
proof of social security number, proof of residence, and the ability to pass written and visual examinations.  Teenagers must have 
a parent or guardian sign an affidavit of liability.  Teenagers under the age of 16 have the additional
requirement of completing a state approved driver education program.  In order for an individual 
to obtain a permit at age 15, that teen must show proof of completing a driver education course 
within 6 months of the permit application.  This proof is called an “Affidavit of Completion” and 
it is issued by a driving school such as the National Driver Training Institute. 
Did you know?  The full driver education may be delivered in a classroom setting or in a self-study 

format.  Teens may take a full driver education course as early as their freshman year; age 14 and 
6 months.
Once a minor receives a permit, he or she may work on the requirements to obtain a license.  

These requirements include holding the permit for one full year and driving at least 50 hours under 
the supervision of a parent or guardian.  Teens who obtain a permit before age 15 1/2 must also 
complete 6 hours of in-car instruction.

National Driver Training Institute provides programs licensed and regulated by the State of Colorado 
to qualify teens for a permit at the age of 15 years or older.  Our goal is to provide teens and their families 
with flexible options to meet today’s comprehensive driver education requirements.  We offer self-paced 
driver education programs that include 30 hours of study and qualify for insurance discounts.  We also offer state mandated in-
car instruction in  four 90-minute sessions.  Please call for price information.

Qualifying 30 hour programs are offered through the 
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Learning Points Program

The L-P District #38 program includes 15 hours of class work and 15 hours of home work.  The enrollment is accomplished 
through the Lewis-Palmer District 38 website.  The fee covers enrollment, tuition, supplies (a Driver Education Manual and 
Driver Education program CD-ROM) and lecture fee.  In-car instruction is available for an additional fee.  Enroll Online:

Sign up now for November classes.

www.Lewis-Palmer.org

On the left side of the page select “Community Schools” then “Middle and High School” 

Fall into a class!

Reach for the stars - be a lifelong learner!

For Adults
Finance classes for managing debt, retirement and investing begin October 14
Life Coaching Series begins October 21
Destress the Holidays October 21 or 23
Silk Painting begins October 16
Country Line Dancing begins October 15
Writing Memoir begins October 14

Storytelling for all ages begins October 16
Group Strings for all ages is in session now - still avaliable!

For Preschool and Elementary students
Parent’s Day Out, Tues/Friday
Fun with Art on Tuesdays for 2nd-5th grade
Watercolors for 2nd-5th grade begins October 30

For Middle and High School students
Jewelry Pendant Making, November 7
Altered Books, October 18
Driver’s Education begins November 4
Babysitting Training, October 18 or November 8

To register, go to 
www.lewispalmer.org 

and click on 
Community Schools 

or call 785-4224.

Learning Points thanks 
its supporters

The Tri-Lakes 
Women�s Club

H&L Architects
National Driver Training Institute
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Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility Joint Use Committee meeting, Sept. 9

Additional testing for stream contaminants 
included in 2009 draft budget

By Jim Kendrick
Facility manager Bill Burks presented his first draft of the 
2009 budget to the Trilakes Wastewater Treatment Facil-
ity Joint Use Committee (JUC) on Sept. 9. All Colorado 
special districts must begin budget preparation by Oct. 
15 per state statutes and adopt an approved budget for the 
following calendar year not later than Dec. 31. 

The Tri-Lakes facility operates as a separate public 
utility and is jointly owned, in equal one-third shares, by 
Monument Sanitation District, Palmer Lake Sanitation 
District, and Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District. 
All three primary representatives were present: President 
Dale Platt from Palmer Lake, Vice President Lowell Mor-
gan from Monument, Secretary-Treasurer Benny Nasser. 
Several other directors, district managers, and staff mem-
bers from the three districts also attended the meeting. 

The Palmer Lake board appointed director Virgil 
Watkins on Aug. 12 to replace director Kathleen Wil-
liams as the Palmer Lake alternate representative to the 
JUC. 

2009 Budget
There was a lengthy discussion of the 2009 draft budget. 
Burks proposed having all three employees work a full 
schedule Monday through Friday next year to improve the 
performance of the plant. Briefer checks on the plant on 
Saturdays and Sundays would be paid as overtime. Cur-
rently, weekend shifts are part of the normal workweek 
with employees taking a weekday off. 

Burks also discussed the need to upgrade computer 
equipment to provide better automated control of the op-
eration of the plant for better performance. 

There was agreement on increasing the amount 
budgeted for 2009 so that there could be more samples 
and tests on the concentration of regulated effluent com-
ponents such as metals, ammonia, and total inorganic ni-
trogen to provide a baseline for stream quality above and 

below the facility. Upstream testing would be performed 
below the Monument Lake dam. Downstream sampling 
would be performed before the confluence of Beaver 
Creek and Monument Creek. This baseline is critical to 
negotiations on the facility’s new five-year permit for 
2010 to 2014 with the Water Quality Control Division of 
the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environ-
ment. 

Nasser stated that Woodmoor should pay the addi-
tional cost of sampling and testing water in Monument 
Creek above Monument Lake to establish a baseline for 
stream quality for its proposed new facility discharge 
location. Woodmoor intends to pump some of its share 
of treated wastewater from the Trilakes facility back up-
stream to be dumped into Monument Creek above Monu-
ment Lake in the near future. This pumped effluent would 
then be stored in Monument Lake until Woodmoor would 
pump it uphill to be stored in Lake Woodmoor for sub-
sequent treatment to add to Woodmoor’s drinking water 
supply. Some testing of Monument Lake may also be nec-
essary to characterize how it acts as a water quality pond 
while holding water until it is discharged below the dam. 
Limits will be set for this new discharge in the new permit 
before the end of 2009 by the state health department 

There was also a discussion of relative costs for these 
additional testing regimes if they were performed by 
Trilakes facility employees or by employees of the U.S. 
Geological Survey. Also discussed was the possible use 
of different approved manual and automated procedures 
as well as different approved methods for producing the 
required composite samples. 

Manager’s report
Burks reported that the copper concentration in the 
facility’s treated wastewater for August was 9.4 parts 
per billion. The state health department has initially 
proposed a limit of 8 parts per billion on average for the 

next discharge permit. This limit is subject to negotiation 
based on the results of increased stream sampling in new 
locations. 

Monument district manager Mike Wicklund told the 
committee that the district board would be voting on a 
resolution on Sept. 25 to ask the town of Monument to 
pass an ordinance banning the use of copper water pipes 
in the future to help reduce Monument’s contribution of 
dissolved copper to the facility.

The town is also installing a system that will inject 
caustic soda into the drinking water at the town’s water 
treatment plant that should reduce the amount of dissolved 
copper in the drinking water and the copper loading from 
the town on the Trilakes facility. The district is paying 
half the cost for the addition of the injection system. 

Wicklund also reported that he had visited the Monu-
ment Marketplace Home Depot to ask them once again 
to stop selling copper sulfate for killing tree roots. The 
store manager immediately removed all the jars and tore 
off the bar code labels so they could not be sold, in ac-
cordance with the written agreement between the district 
and corporate headquarters. One jar of this compound 
contains several pounds of copper. It is very ineffective 
in killing roots, while creating potentially disastrous test-
ing results at the facility leading to a violation and heavy 
fines. Copper sulfate may have caused the spikes of cop-
per concentration in the facility’s effluent in the past that 
resulted in two violations of the current discharge permit 
a few years ago. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 
**********

The next meeting will be held at 10 a.m. on Oct. 14 at the 
facility conference room, 16510 Mitchell Ave. Meetings 
are normally held on the second Tuesday of the month. 
Information: 481-4053.

We know this is a difficult time financially for all of us. Don�t let the 
downward spiral happen in D38.  Keep our community valuable. 

Paid for by Citizens for a Better Community. 

� Property values plummet �

� Teachers leave for higher pay �

� Class sizes grow �

� Extra-curricular activities cancelled �

� Student fees increase �

� District�s reputation suffers �

� Educational programs are cut �

� Number of teachers per building cut �

YES ON 3C!

YES ON 3C!
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By John Heiser
At the Donala Water and Sanitation District Board of 
Directors meeting September 17, Dana Duthie, Donala’s 
general manager, reported that the purchase of the Mt. 
Massive Ranch is scheduled to close November 19. The 
ranch is approximately 681 acres and is about 7 miles 
southwest of Leadville. The purchase price is $4.6 mil-
lion with $100,000 in earnest money and the balance due 
at closing. The contract was signed September 11. The 
district has 65 days to conduct research on the property 
and its water rights. 

Duthie noted that the ranch owner, Ronald Strich, ap-
proached the district not the other way around. The deal 
would provide rights to at least 225 acre-feet per year of 
surface water rights. An acre-foot is 326,851 gallons. Ac-
cording to Duthie, 225 acre-feet represents about 20 per-
cent of the district’s yearly total water use. A water court 
ruling will be needed to convert the water rights from 
agricultural uses to district use. Duthie said the district 
expects the final adjudicated amount to be closer to 300 
acre-feet per year. If as a result of the water court case, 
the district receives rights to more than 225 acre-feet, the 
district would pay Strich an additional $8,000 per acre-
foot with an escalation clause if the water court case is not 
resolved within two years.

Duthie noted that in the interest of avoiding po-
tential opposition during the water court case, district 
representatives plan to meet with Lake County officials 
to determine whether they would prefer that the land be 
developed or kept as open space. 

Board president Dennis Daugherty presided at the 
September 17 meeting. Board members Dick Durham, 
William George, Tim Murphy, and Dale Schendzielos 

were present.
Gleneagle group presents concerns about 

golf course development
Doug Jenkins, communications lead for the Gleneagle 
Residents Environmental Advocacy Team (GREAT), pre-
sented a series of charts summarizing some of the group’s 
objections to the proposed construction of 47 townhomes 
on about 10 acres adjacent to Eagle Villas. The driving 
range currently occupies the space.

Jenkins said GREAT is convinced the proposed 
development’s need for allocation of up to 54 acre-feet 
per year is an unwise use of the district’s water resources 
especially in light of the district’s decision to implement 
irrigation rationing.

He urged the district to withdraw its support for the 
project’s request for a waiver of the county’s requirement 
for 300 years of water availability. If the waiver were 
granted, the development would require a commitment 
from the district for about 18 acre-feet of water per year. If 
the county does not grant the waiver, Jenkins said the de-
veloper would be obligated to obtain a commitment from 
the district for an additional 36 acre-feet per year. In that 
event, he urged the board to seek community input before 
setting the price for the additional water allocation.

Daugherty said the district and its board must remain 
neutral in land use matters and must be consistent in sup-
porting every landowner equally.

Duthie noted that the district has consistently sup-
ported waivers from the 300-year rule for projects in and 
around Gleneagle. He added that projects such as Eagle 
Villas received waivers because the water under those 
projects was deeded to the district prior to 1986 when the 
300-year rule was adopted. In the case of the waiver that 

was granted for the Struthers Ranch project, an important 
factor was that the cone of influence of the district’s wells 
covers much of that project.

10 percent rate increase proposed
Duthie distributed a proposal recommending the follow-
ing residential water rates for 2009:

The proposed townhome water rates match the above 
residential rates up to 40,000 gallons per month. Over 
40,000 gallons, the rate would be $7.00 per 1,000 gallons 
per month, or $6.00 per 1,000 gallons per month for those 
townhome projects that have made significant reductions 
in their irrigated landscaping.

The rate for reuse water for the golf course is pro-
posed to cost $2.36 per 1,000 gallons per month, up from 
$2.25 per 1,000 gallons per month. Untreated water from 
the district’s wells is proposed to cost the golf course 
$3.30 per 1,000 gallons per month, up from $3.00 per 
1,000 gallons per month.

The residential water development fee charged de-
velopers is proposed to increase from $4,500 per lot to 
$5,000 per lot. The residential sewer development fee is 
proposed to increase from $1,000 per lot to $2,000 per 
lot. 

Donala Water and Sanitation District, September 17

Board to close in November on ranch purchase; 
hears concerns about proposed golf course development

B.Y.   .B.

Don�t miss out on hundreds of products 
on sale this month in addition to our 
already Every Day Affordable Prices.TM

EXPIRES 10-31-08

$599
(coupon valid at Monument Store only)

Through November 1, 2008

Bring Your Own Bag

Hotline Sale

(one coupon - per customer - per visit)

With coupon only - 1 per customer

Regular price
$10.52 lb.

Join with Natural Grocers to reduce, reuse, and recycle.
Please bring and reuse your own bags to carry your purchases.

Reusable totes available for sale.
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Western Buffalo Company
Frozen Ground Buffalo or Patties
Free Range
Grass Fed
Grain Finished
Raised without antibiotics 
or added hormones

Limit 4 lbs.
While Supplies Last

$369
 per lb.

Carlson
Liquid Vitamin D Drops

Vitamin D has been 
called the �sunshine 
vitamin� and is 
important for overall 

good health.
While Supplies Last

$1149
 11 ml
2000 IU

Dr. Bonner�s Magic Soaps
8 oz. Liquid Pure Castile Soaps

Made from pure 
ingredients, enjoy these 
Certified Fair Trade 
timeless soaps in a 
variety of fragrances.

While Supplies Last

While Supplies Last

$349
 each

Organic Squash
Spaghetti
Butternut
Acorn75¢

per lb.

Water
Range (gallons) Old rate New rate Increase
0-10,000 2.75$        3.00$      9%
10,001-20,000 3.60$        3.90$      8%
20,001-30,000 4.00$        4.40$      10%
30,001-40,000 5.00$        5.50$      10%
40,001-50,000 7.00$        7.70$      10%
Above 50,000 8.00$        8.80$      10%

Rate per 1,000 gallons/month
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Residential water and sewer tap fees would remain 
unchanged at $6,000 each. Availability of service fees 
charged owners of vacant lots would be unchanged at 
$300 per year. Commercial tap fees and development fees 
would remain unchanged as well.

Based on the board’s favorable comments about the 
proposed rate increase, Duthie will develop the district 
2009 budget. A final decision on the rate proposal will be 
made at the November board meeting.

Water returns project and irrigation 
rationing update

Duthie reported that several of the district’s participants 
in the Water Returns project have completed their proj-
ects. Nine certificates have been awarded to participants. 
Duthie added that the Water Returns project is looking at 
developing a statewide program.

The irrigation rationing program runs May 26 
through September 1. Under the program, odd numbered 
addresses may irrigate only on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays. Even numbered addresses may irrigate 
only on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. Additional 
information including the schedule for commercial and 
multi-unit buildings is posted at www.donalawater.org/
Rationing.html. 

Duthie presented an analysis of water use in August 
2008 compared to August 2007 and August 2006. The 
rationing program was started in 2007. He noted that 
August 2008, with 13 rainy days and 4.67 inches of rain, 
was similar to August 2007, which had 14 rainy days and 
3.19 inches of rain. August 2006 had 20 rainy days but 
only 1.95 inches of rain. Overall, the district with 5 more 

customers in 2008 than in 2007 used 2 percent more wa-
ter than in 2007. With 45 more customers in 2008 than in 
2006, the district used 7 percent less water than in 2006.

During August 2008, 138 residential customers (7 
percent) used more than 40,000 gallons and 1 percent 
used more than 50,000 gallons. Three customers used 
more than 60,000 gallons. One customer used over 
100,000.

Comparing the 23 single family customers who have 
Evapo-Transporation (ET) controllers that use a variety 
of data to optimize irrigation of Kentucky Bluegrass, 16 
used less water in August 2008 than they used in August 
2006, 7 used more. Total water usage by customers with 
ET controllers was 12 percent less in August 2008 than in 
August 2006; however, looking at a 12-14 month period 
before installation of the controllers and comparing it to 
an equivalent period after installation, Duthie concluded 
the controllers saved water during wet periods but used 
substantially more water during dry periods. Since the 
area has more dry periods than wet periods, Duthie 
said the overall results were disappointing in that those 
residential customers with the controllers used about 18 
percent more water than they used before the controllers 
were installed. He recommended no further promotion or 
distribution of the controllers by the district. 

Duthie said most customers without ET controllers 
are following the rationing program rules; however, the 
district has issued 125 warning letters and 4 fines.

Duthie noted that the rationing program has reduced 
water use about 8 percent. He added that the district’s 
goal is a 15 percent reduction. He said the proposed rate 
increases and xeriscaping projects that are underway may 
help the district get closer to its goal. 

Other matters 
• Duthie reported that at its meeting September 10, 

the El Paso County Water Authority discussed the 
effects of oil and gas drilling on the local water 
supply. He noted that chemical run-off into the water 
supply is a major concern. He said the authority’s 
study about recharging the Upper Black Squirrel 
aquifer is nearing completion. Legal issues remain 
as to who owns the water once it has been pumped 

into the aquifer. Due to budget problems, the county 
has said it can no longer afford to pay the authority’s 
annual membership dues. 

• Duthie reported that representatives of the Pikes 
Peak Regional Water Authority (PPRWA) met with 
representatives of the Arkansas Valley Super Ditch 
group. He said the Super Ditch group is seeking 
customers to lease water available from rotating 
fallowing of agricultural lands.

• PPRWA, Colorado Recycles, the Colorado 
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Association, and 
House District 20 Rep. Amy Stephens hosted a 
symposium, Rx in the Watershed, Sept. 26. See 
article on page 14.

• He said start up of the sequencing batch reaction 
equipment at the wastewater treatment plant is now 
expected in November. The new biosolids press 
is being designed. The district would provide the 
funding and then seek to recover a share of the costs 
from the Triview Metropolitan District.

• Well 14, which cost more than $1 million to construct 
and equip, has been shut down due to the level of 
radioactivity in the water. He said this type of problem 
with radium leaching out of the underground granite 
is occurring all over the state. Treatment options are 
being considered.

• Duthie reported that additional discussions have 
been held with the regulatory agencies that control 
Monument Creek water quality. The agencies are 
tightening the standards for effluent discharged 
into the creek. Duthie said, “It could be extremely 
expensive.” For more information, see the Joint Use 
Committee article on page 8.

Following the public meeting, the board went into an 
executive session to discuss personnel, negotiations, and 
water purchase issues.

**********
The Donala board will hold its next regular meeting on 
Wed., October 15 at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala office, 15850 
Holbein Drive. Meetings are normally held at 1:30 p.m. 
on the third Wednesday of each month. The district’s Web 
site is at www.donalawater.org.
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TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured
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By Jim Kendrick
The Triview Metropolitan 
District board unanimously ap-
proved one of three options pro-
posed by district bond agent Sam 
Sharp, of investment banker D.A. 
Davidson, to try to refinance the 
district’s bond debt at a fixed rate 
for 30 years. Currently bonds are 
annually renewed and refinanced 
on Nov. 1 at the existing current 
rate through a letter of credit 
from Compass Bank. 

The board postponed the 
next regularly scheduled meet-
ing until Oct. 29 so that Sharp 
would have more complete in-
formation on the long-term rate 
available at the time of the bond 
offering, which would close in 
mid-November. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved the final redesign of the 
district park on Misty Creek 
Drive in southeast Jackson Creek 
next to Baptist Road. Consultant 
engineer Mike Hussey of Nolte 
Associates Inc. incorporated the 
changes recommended to him 
at the Aug. 27 board meeting. 
Hussey said he could prepare 
the final bid specification pack-
age for bidders in a few days. A 
contract can now be awarded by 
the end of October. Construction 
will likely begin in March or 
April. 

 The board also reviewed 
the first draft of the 2009 bud-
get presented by acting District 
Manager Ron Simpson and Dis-
trict Administrator Dale Hill. 
All Colorado special district 
budget officers must present a 
budget to the governing board by 
Oct. 15, and the governing board 
must publish a “Notice of Bud-
get” upon receiving a proposed 
budget, per state statutes. If the 
district is levying property tax, it 
must adopt the budget, appropri-
ate funds, and certify the mill 
levy for the following calendar 
year no later than Dec. 15. Dis-
tricts not levying property tax 
must adopt their budgets no later 
than Dec. 31. 

Director Julie Glenn’s ab-
sence was excused. In 2009, 
regular meetings will prob-
ably be scheduled on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month. Glenn 
can no longer attend meetings on 
Tuesday or Thursday. 

Board considers 
three options for debt 

financing
Sharp gave an overview of the 
recent history leading to the 
district’s current bond situation 
before proposing three options 
for Davidson to underwrite the 
refinancing of about $47 million 
in outstanding bond debt at the 
end of October. 

In 2003, Davidson coordi-
nated a $15 million bond issue 
for new debt. These annually 
renewable bonds “are secured” 
by a Compass Bank letter of 

credit. The proceeds were used 
in part for paying off some ex-
isting developer bond debt and 
constructing new capital infra-
structure that included construc-
tion of Jackson Creek Parkway 
between Lyons Tail Road and 
Higby Road. The amounts origi-
nally designated for the proceeds 
were:
• Roughly $7 million 

for construction of 
infrastructure. 

• About $1.5 million was 
used to retire existing utility 
bonds held by Mountain 
View Electric and Qwest. 

• Approximately $4.5 million 
was allocated to retire all 

but $1.5 million of the 
outstanding developer bonds 
that were lent at 9 percent 
interest per year. However, 
the older outstanding 12 
percent interest rate bonds 
were not affected. 

• The remainder of the 
proceeds paid for the bond 
sale costs. 

The initial debt service on the 
new 2003 bonds was 3 percent 
during the first year, composed 
of 1.325 percent interest and 
1.625 percent to pay for the letter 
of credit from Compass Bank. 
The district was unrated at the 
time and could not find buyers 
for the debt without the letter 

of credit that gave the bond of-
fering an A rating. The new 
term for each set of one-year 
bonds begins on Nov. 1.(See 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v3n9.htm for more details.)

There was another bond 
issue of $32.6 million—again 
guaranteed by a Compass Bank 
letter of credit—that refinanced 
all the other older district debt, 
substantially lowering the high 
interest rate of the outstanding 
older bonds. The new bonds 
were issued by Compass Bank at 
3.7 percent. The older developer 
bonds that were retired, about 
$26.6 million in principal, had 
been issued from 1987 through 

2003 at 9-12 percent interest. 
Total bond debt for Triview in-
creased to about $47.6 million. 
After paying the closing costs 
for the bond issue, the district 
had about $3.2 million left for 
new district capital projects. 
The term for each set of these 
additional one-year bonds 
also begins on Nov. 1. (See 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v6n10.htm#tmd for more de-
tails.)

These two bond issues are 
currently being repaid with 
revenue from 35 mills of prop-
erty tax. The board raised the 
district’s mill levy from 25 
mills to 35 mills on Dec. 11, 

Triview Metropolitan District board, Sept. 23

Board starts conversion of $47 million in variable-rate 
bond debt to 30-year fixed-rate bonds
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2007, to qualify for the first $2 
million in Colorado Water and 
Power Authority loans to pay 
for Triview’s share of expansion 
costs for the Upper Monument 
Creek Regional Wastewa-
ter Treatment Facility.  (See 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v8n1.htm#tmd for more details.)

None of Triview’s enterprise 
revenues are currently being 
used to subsidize the mill levy 
revenue for bond payments. 
Another $2 million loan was just 
issued to Triview by the Water 
and Power Authority to cover 
Triview’s share of cost overruns 
for the expansion. 

A bond payment of about 
$250,000 is due to Compass 
Bank on Nov. 1. 

District assessed value 
and credit quality up 

sharply
Sharp said the district’s total 
assessed value, used to calcu-
late annual individual property 
taxes, had increased from about 
$18 million in 2003 to $24.96 
million in 2006. He stated that 
the estimated assessed value of 
Triview for 2009 taxes should 
be about $54 million due to sig-

nificant commercial construction 
over the past few years, increas-
ing the district’s “credit quality.” 
Because of the lower valuations 
in 2003 and 2006, the district’s 
only borrowing options were:
• Continue to pay off the 

originally issued very high 
interest developer bonds. 

• Issue non-rated bonds at 8 
percent.

• Issue lower interest 
variable-rate bonds secured 
by a letter of credit from 
Compass Bank.

The board chose the third option 
in 2003 and 2006.

Due to the recent increase 
in district assessed value, Sharp 
said that replacing these variable 
rate bonds with new fixed-rate 
bonds appeared to be a good op-
tion until the national credit crisis 
that developed a few days before 
this board meeting. Recently, the 
one-year variable-rate bonds had 
been issued at an interest rate of 
about 3 percent with Compass 
Bank charging 1.5 percent for 
its letter of credit and Davidson 
charging 0.25 percent for each 
annual variable-rate bond sale, a 
total of about 4.75 percent. 

In 2007 the variable rate in-

creased to about 4 percent, while 
Compass Bank charged 1.4 per-
cent, with other fee increases up-
ping the total to about 5.75 per-
cent. However, the current credit 
crisis will likely make one-year 
refinancing even more costly. 
The current letter of credit from 
Compass Bank extends through 
November 2012.

Sharp listed several options 
for the board to consider, not-
ing that the choices for different 
terms of variable- or fixed-rate 
bonds that he had prepared two 
weeks prior to this meeting were 
no longer applicable due to the 
sudden credit crisis. His new list 
of options in this very uncertain 
lending market, now that Triv-
iew had transitioned from “sub-
prime” to “high credit score” 
status, were: 
• Commit to continue with 

another year of one-year 
bonds with Compass Bank 
at a total interest cost now 
likely to be about 6.75 
percent.

• Switch to weekly variable-
rate bonds on Nov. 1 for a 
brief interval to determine 
which way the market is 
headed, then pick between 

one-year bonds or 30-year 
bonds.

• Cover the first two to three 
weeks in November with 
weekly bonds to bridge the 
gap needed to conclude a 
30-year fixed-rate bond 
sale, “locking in” at roughly 
6 percent, to refinance all 
of the debt before the end 
of November, eliminating 
the risk of volatile interest 
rates for renewable short-
term bonds and avoiding the 
possibility of having to go 
up to a 45-mill levy. 

District Manager Simpson 
noted that Davidson does about 
70 percent of the bond work in 
Colorado and that Sharp had 
done a lot of hard work to get the 
Compass Bank letter of credit in 
the previous two bond sales. He 
asked Sharp for a specific recom-
mendation. 

Sharp recommended a six-
month bond renewal to give the 
market time to settle down to 
make a better decision regard-
ing future conversion to 30-year 
bonds. Conversion to fixed-rate 
long-term bonds takes about six 
weeks. The up-front overhead 
cost for issuing municipal bond 
insurance on about $47 million 
of 30-year bonds would be about 
$1 million, at about 100 basis 
points on principal and interest. 
Sharp added that this proposal 
assumed that money market 
funds would be insured in an 
analogous method, like personal 
bank accounts under $100,000 
are now insured by the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp., mak-
ing capital available again for the 
bond sale. 

After another hour of tech-
nical discussion on the pros and 
cons of numerous options for 
various lengths of short-term 
bonds and conversion dates to 
30-year bonds, the board decided 
that future uncertainty of esca-
lating interest rates dictated as 
quick a conversion as possible. 
The board directed Sharp to 
immediately move forward on 
refinancing all $47 million of the 
current bond debt with 30-year 
bonds. The board will make a fi-
nal decision on the conversion at 
the Oct. 29 meeting. Sharp said 
the actual interest rate on the 
bonds cannot be locked in until 
after the finalized offering docu-
ment “is in the market,” after the 
Oct. 29 decision. 

Flood damage 
reimbursement request 

discussed
Jackson Creek resident John Pao-
lino discussed his letter of Sept. 
19 to the district regarding flood-
ing that had occurred Aug. 17-20 
in the basement of his home in 
Jackson Creek. His letter stated 
that there was a problem with 
a Triview underdrain pipe that 
runs through a common area ad-
jacent to his property. He noted 
that the water in his window 
wells drained immediately once 
Triview found, exposed, and be-
gan draining the clogged underd-
rain pipe. He also noted that less 
significant amounts of water had 

also entered the basements of 
two neighboring houses. These 
three houses are on Oxbow Drive 
and Talus Road. 

Board President Bob Es-
kridge told Paolino the district 
would work with him to resolve 
his request for reimbursement 
for expenses caused by the water 
damage to his home as quickly 
as possible, once the district con-
cludes its first step of discussing 
the incident with its insurance 
company. Once the “insurance 
folks come back to us we’ll make 
a decision” and “we’ll make that 
happen as quickly as we can.” 
Eskridge added, “I can’t make 
promises but we feel for you and 
what I can promise you is that we 
won’t hold it up. We’ll do every-
thing we can to move this thing 
forward.” 

Paolino told the board he 
was doing everything he could to 
minimize the cost of the repairs, 
and he still was negotiating to get 
an even lower price for removal 
and replacement of his carpeting 
after negotiating an initial reduc-
tion of $125. His estimated cost 
of repairs was $9,939. Riders for 
homeowner insurance policies 
for flooded basements are rec-
ommended by all local munici-
palities and water and sanitation 
districts.

Simpson said the underd-
rain pipe, which serves about 
30 homes and delivers ground 
water to a drainage ditch, or 
“trickle channel,” to the south 
of Paolino’s house, appeared to 
have been buried at some point 
during construction on an ac-
cess road. The district was still 
working on the “tricky issue” of 
determining which of a variety 
of possible causes resulted in the 
flooding. Simpson added, “We 
can’t say it’s fixed either.” 

Other matters
Consultant engineer Will Koger 
of Nolte Associates reported 
on construction progress at the 
Upper Monument Creek Re-
gional Wastewater Treatment 
Facility. The board unanimously 
approved a contract of about 
$24,000 for upgrading filter me-
dia at the facility. 

Simpson gave a short sum-
mary of his first draft of the 
district’s 2009 budget. After a 
short preliminary discussion 
with the directors, Simpson 
asked that they review the draft 
as soon as possible and e-mail 
questions and comments to the 
staff so that responses could be 
prepared for the next board meet-
ing on Oct. 29. 

The board went into execu-
tive session at 7 p.m. to discuss 
negotiations and later adjourned 
without further public discus-
sions or votes. 

**********
The next meeting will be held at 
5 p.m. on Oct. 29 at the district 
conference room, 174 N. Wash-
ington St. The dates for the No-
vember and December meetings 
will be determined at that meet-
ing. Information: 488-6868. 
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By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Sanitation 
District Board unanimously ap-
proved a resolution to ban the  
installation of copper pipe within 
the district. The town’s drinking 
water is aggressive in leeching 
copper from the inside of water 
pipes, as shown by the results of 
testing for dissolved copper con-
centrations in water from several 
new and older homes throughout 
the district over the past year. 
The town has already banned 
the use of copper water pipes be-
tween its water mains and town 
buildings. 

This dissolved copper is a 
principal cause of the copper 
concentrations in the district’s 
wastewater being much higher 
than the amount of dissolved 
copper found in the wastewater 
of the adjacent Palmer Lake San-
itation District and Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation Districts. 

The Tri-Lakes wastewater 
facility operates as a separate 
public utility that is jointly 
owned, in equal one-third shares, 
by the Monument, Palmer Lake, 
and Woodmoor districts. 

Elevated levels of influent 
copper have made it difficult for 
the Trilakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility to always remove 
a sufficient amount of this dis-
solved copper to be able to meet 
the currently proposed state dis-
charge limits for dissolved cop-
per in the facility’s next five-year 
discharge permit for Monument 
Creek. The new permit will go 
into effect at the beginning of 
2010. 

The Monument water de-
partment is installing a system 
that will inject small amounts 
of caustic soda into the drinking 
water which should reduce the 
amount of copper leeched from 
existing copper water pipes, 
lowering the amount of dissolved 
copper in the district’s wastewa-
ter over a period of a year or two. 
The caustic soda lines the inside 
of the copper pipes, preventing 
the water from attacking them. 
The town and the district are 
splitting the cost of installation. 

Woodmoor Water and Sani-
tation District has been injecting 
caustic soda in its drinking water 
for many years. The level of dis-
solved copper in Woodmoor’s 
wastewater is significantly lower 
on average than that of the Monu-
ment and Palmer Lake Sanitation 
Districts. 

Passage of this copper ban 
resolution is a necessary precur-
sor to the Monument Board of 
Trustees passing an ordinance 
banning copper pipe within the 
district. The town is a member of 
Pikes Peak Area Council of Gov-
ernments (PPACG) which will 
enforce the new town ordinance. 
The PPACG’s Regional Building 
Department performs all on-site 
building permit inspections for 

the towns, cities, and counties 
that are members of the PPACG. 
The district will still have no 
authority to conduct inspections 
for copper pipe within a build-
ing after the town passes the 
ordinance. 

The new ban on copper 
pipe shows the state health de-
partment and the EPA that the 
district and town are doing what 
they can to reduce the amount of 
dissolved copper delivered to the 
Trilakes facility. 

2009 budget proposal 
reviewed

District Manager Mike Wick-
lund gave a brief overview of his 
first draft of the district’s 2009 

budget. Board members were 
asked to review the draft prior to 
the next board meeting. 

All Colorado special dis-
tricts must begin budget prepara-
tion by Oct. 15 per state statutes 
and adopt an approved budget 
for the following calendar year 
not later than Dec. 31. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:
25 p.m. 

**********
The next meeting will be held at 
6:30 p.m. on Oct. 16 in the dis-
trict conference room, 130 Sec-
ond St. Meetings are normally 
held on the third Thursday of the 
month. Information: 481-4886.

Monument Sanitation District Board meeting, September 25

Board bans installation of copper 
water pipes

ON

����������������

�����������������������������������
	 ■	����������������������������������������������� � � �
� � ��������������������������������������������������������

	 ■	��������������������������������������������������������������

	 ■	�����������������������������������������������������������������
	 ■	�������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������

������������������������
���������������������������������������������

Strong Schools=Strong Community! 
Pass the D-38 Mill Levy Override 

Paid for by Citizens for a Better Community 

Support Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes
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Medications in the Water Supply: Symposium on Policy Options, September 26

Experts study issue of pharmaceuticals in the water supply
By Jim Kendrick

Amy Stephens, District 20 State Representative, moder-
ated this symposium on medications in the water supply 
that was held at the Rampart Range Campus of Pikes 
Peak Community College on Sept. 26. It was attended by 
experts from the pharmaceutical community and repre-
sentatives of local water and wastewater utilities. 

Dick Brown, Executive Director of Colorado Recy-
cles (www.colorado-recycles.org), opened the session. He 
said he and Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Execu-
tive Director Gary Barber (www.pprwa.org) had received 
a lot of questions on how to address the discovery of tiny 
but measurable amounts of medications and mercury in 
estuaries and water supplies in the Colorado Springs 
region. In April, they produced a white paper on proper 
disposal of drugs and medical devices and paraphernalia. 
Their goal was to help prevent environmental damage 

caused by flushing drugs down toilets or sinks. As the 
population grows and ages, more and more medications 
are being introduced into the wastewater system. 

Stephens introduced Dr. H.C. Liang, of Tetra Tech 
RTW in Denver, who gave a presentation on “Prescrip-
tion Medications in the Watershed.” Liang noted the As-
sociated Press (AP) article that was published on March 
12 reporting “Low levels of a range of drugs including 
antibiotics, birth control and anti-convulsants, are present 
in the drinking water supplies of 24 major cities.” On Sep-
tember 11, AP updated the report saying “trace amounts 
of pharmaceuticals in drinking water supplies has shown 
that more Americans are affected by the problem than 
previously thought—at least 46 million.” 

Liang listed the following pharmaceuticals found in 
Colorado Springs drinking water:
• Valium (diazepam) – anxiety, insomnia

• Methadone – addiction, pain
• Meprobamate – anxiety
• Carbamazepine – epilepsy, bipolar disorder
• Testosterone – natural and synthetic hormone
There were 12 different pharmaceuticals found in Denver 
drinking water. The drugs of most concern are endocrine 
disrupting compounds (EDCs), which are hormonally 
active and can disrupt the endocrine system. Also of con-
cern are pharmaceuticals and personal care products.

Typically the drug concentrations are measured in 
parts per trillion – a half a drop dissolved in an Olympic-
sized pool 2 meters by 25 meters by 50 meters. 

Liang said the perceived danger from these discover-
ies is often based on new abilities to detect their presence 
instead of on the actual relative concentrations. There 
currently are no answers to the questions about what is an 
acceptable concentration for contaminants or what is an 
acceptable risk. Also, there is currently no data suggest-
ing that ingestion of water contaminated by trace amounts 
of these chemicals is safe or unsafe for human health.

Consensus: Don’t flush 
them - Dispose of unneeded 
medications in a plastic bag 

in the trash
There was consensus from all of the experts who also 
spoke at the symposium that the best way to dispose of 
unused or out of date pharmaceuticals is to seal them in 
plastic refrigerator zip-lock bags and put them in landfills. 
Pour medications into the plastic bag. If the medication is 
a solid, crush it or add water to dissolve it. Add kitty lit-
ter, sawdust, or coffee grounds to the plastic bag. Seal the 
plastic bag and dispose in the trash. A properly designed 
and maintained landfill has physical barriers that prevent 
any contact with a water supply by the disposed trash. See 
www.SMARxTDISPOSAL.net for more info.

**********
For more information on how to educate yourself on this 
issue or to participate in developing strategies to solve the 
problem see www.AmyStephens4HD20.com or contact 
her at (303)-866-2924 or Amy.Stephens@earthlink.net.

in Monument is now offering  

Mother�s Day Out! 
Bring your 1- 5 year old to Hope Montessori Academy  

any or all Wednesday mornings to enjoy art and  
craft activities, individual and group learning  

activities, outdoor play, snacks and lunch. 
Hours: 9:00-12:00 p.m. 

Space is limited, please call ahead! 
719-488-8723

Hwy. 105 and Furrow Road
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Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board meeting, Sept. 24

Board considers options in first draft of 2009 budget
By Jim Kendrick

Chief Jeff Edwards presented 
the first draft of the 2009 Donald 
Wescott Fire Protection District 
budget to the board on Sept. 24. 
All Colorado special districts 
must begin budget preparation 
by Oct. 15 per state statutes and 
submit an approved budget for 
the following calendar year to 
the state not later than Dec. 15. 

There was a lengthy discus-
sion of redesigning the monthly 
financial reports to make the 
various categories of reimburse-
ment funding for wildland fire 
training in California easier to 
understand. 

There was also a board re-
quest to provide more detail in 
the worksheets used by the board 
members for the 2009 budget 
review. The board scheduled a 
budget workshop for Oct. 8 at 
7 p.m.

Edwards asked the board to 
consider a budget option to pur-
chase a ladder truck in 2009 for 
the increasing number of taller 
buildings in the district’s service 
area. The board agreed to con-
sider the option, but expressed 
concern that all the various new 
funding initiatives in the draft 
budget be given thorough con-
sideration as well. 

The board rescheduled the 
second volunteer pension fund 
meeting originally scheduled for 
the November board meeting to 

6:30 p.m. on Oct. 22. The next 
regular board meeting will also 
be postponed until Oct. 22 and 
will begin at 7 p.m. The budget 
hearing for the final 2009 budget 
was tentatively scheduled for 
Dec. 3 at 7 p.m. The remaining 
regular board meetings for 2008 
will still be held on Nov. 19 and 
Dec. 17. 

Flight for Life award 
Four Wescott firefighters were 
presented a plaque on Sept. 19 by 
Flight for Life, the Penrose-St. 
Francis Health Services helicop-
ter ambulance, “in recognition 
of their selfless and courageous 
actions in rendering aid on De-
cember 9, 2007 during the shoot-
ing incident at New Life Church. 
The recipients were Capt. Scott 
Ridings, firefighter/EMTs Roger 
Lance and Curt Leonhardt, and 
volunteer Jim Rackl. 

They, along with American 
Medical Response paramedic 
Douglas McIntyre, were the 
first emergency medical services 
providers at the unsecured site. 
The crews of Wescott Engine 1 
and the Wescott AMR Medic 18 
ambulance knowingly entered a 
dangerous and unknown situa-
tion to provide rapid medical tri-
age, patient care, and transport of 
the victims to a Level 2 trauma 
facility at Penrose Hospital.

David Works and his daugh-
ters Stephanie and Rachel were 
gunned down by Matthew Mur-

ray in the parking lot at New Life 
Church. David was shot while 
trying, unsuccessfully, to reach 
Rachel, 16, after hearing the first 
shot. The mother, Marie Works, 
was trying to help Stephanie, 18. 
Stephanie died before she could 
be transported. The Wescott per-
sonnel treated David and Rachel 
and transported Rachel to Pen-
rose Hospital. Rachel also died.

There were 121 runs in 
August bringing the total for 
2008 up to 911, an increase of 22 
percent over this period in 2007. 
There was one minor knee injury 
during August. The firefighter’s 
rehabilitation and physical ther-
apy are almost completed. 

Fire Prevention Week 
activities announced

There will be a volunteer benefit 
concert by Kyler England at 5 
p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 5 at Sta-
tion 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. 
Information: 488-8680 and 
www.wescottfire.org. 

This concert will be fol-
lowed by the open house on Oct. 
11 at Station 1, starting at 10 a.m. 
There will be many displays, 
including the Flight for Life he-
licopter and the Lowes “Prevent 
Home Fires” safety trailer, as 
well as information booths from 
Farmer’s Insurance and Home 
Depot. 

Wescott is still working on 
getting a grant for automatic 
external defibrillators to distrib-

ute to six large public facilities 
within the district’s coverage 
area. Previous plans to distribute 
them to District 20 schools are in 
limbo due to the school district’s 
concerns about liability if the 
defibrillators are misused. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved the finalized cost of the 
annual renewal of the district’s 

liability and loss policy from 
long-time insurer VFIS. Al-
though the rates did not increase, 
the cost went up $253 due to ag-
ing of the full-time employees 
and the increased number of runs 
over the past year. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:
28 p.m.
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Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes

By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Academy school 
board held a formal ribbon cut-
ting on Sept. 13, after complet-
ing the first week of classes in its 
new school building on Highway 
105, to honor and thank all those 
who played a part in completing 
nearly all construction for the 3-
story 78-room combined elemen-
tary and middle school in less 
than a year. The building has a 
capacity of 956 students with 581 
currently enrolled. About 100 
people filled the cafeteria as Matt 
Vineyard of building contractor 
JE Dunn Construction presented 
the “key to the building” to the 
academy’s owner representative 
Dana Murphree. School board 
president Mike Wong was master 
of ceremonies for the emotional 
and happy ceremony. 

Some of the people and 
firms Wong thanked were: 
• Bill Herebic, who served 

as a project consultant 
after selling the land to the 
school.

• The teachers, staff, and 
parents, who overcame 

numerous challenges and 
ups and downs during 
construction. 

• Russ Caldwell, bond agent 
for D.A. Davidson, and 
Tom Peltz and Hester 
Parrot of bond attorney 
Kutak Rock, who provided 
the experience needed to 
finance the construction 
with the proceeds from two 
bond issues. 

• Paul Hutton and Tom 
Vandenberg of Hutton 
Architectural Studio who 
designed in numerous cost 
savings to meet tight fiscal 
constraints and time lines. 

• Matt Vineyard and Kevin 
O’Garrett of JE Dunn 
Construction. 

• Attorney Brad Miller for 
his outstanding legal and 
business advice.

• Preceding board president 
Laura Gipson and Murphree 
for their tireless work in 
support of the academy and 
the construction project.

Fifth grade teacher Kathy King 
discussed the history of the 

school. King and Cindy Sabol 
are the only teachers who have 
taught all 12 years since the 
academy was founded. 

Gipson discussed “How 
this building came to be” noting 
that all the 8th graders signed 
the beams during construction 
in May. She spoke passionately 
about how cooperative Hutton, 
JE Dunn, and all the subcontrac-
tors had been in finding coopera-
tive solutions to meet the goal of 
opening the school Sept. 8. 

Senior Administrator Jane 
Lundeen thanked the compa-
nies that sponsored and catered 
the ceremony, then spoke of her 
plans for the school’s future, 
including the new pre-school 
program. 

Murphree discussed how 
she and Dunn project superin-
tendent Tony Pacheco had found 
discounted building materials on 
the internet, and recycled materi-
als from regional businesses and 
Habitat for Humanity, as well as 
direct donations. Some of the ex-
amples she noted were:
• T. Rowe Price donated all 

the building’s laminate 
cabinets ($10,000) and 
carpeting ($149,000).

• Lockheed Martin donated 
the library shelving and 
several computer desks. 

• Stainless steel sinks and 
wood cabinets were bought 
at great discount on Craig’s 
list (over $14,000).

• Buying doorknobs from 
Habitat for Humanity saved 
$40,000. 

• The Velten family donated 
kitchen appliances.

The ceremony closed with a 
formal ribbon cutting, reception, 
and tours of the building. 

MA holds ribbon-cutting ceremony, Sept. 13

By Susan Hindman
After delays caused by an in-
surance adjustor, the fire truck 
that was damaged in a July ac-
cident may be fixed by around 
the beginning of December, 
Chief Rob Denboske told the 
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District board at the Sept. 
24 meeting. The rescue truck 
had responded to an accident 
on Interstate 25 near the weigh 
station, along with an ambulance 
and a state trooper. The highway 
was wet from rain, and while re-
sponders were on the scene, a car 
hydroplaned into the fire truck, 
causing significant damage to 

the truck. But because it blocked 
the accident scene, “It saved the 
trooper’s life,” Denboske said. 
“The truck did its job.”

The entire right passenger 
side of the fire truck was dam-
aged, from the windshield all the 
way back, including the pump 
housing and rear compartment. 
Denboske said they have been 
unable to lift the cab to see if 
anything else is damaged. The 
fire truck was only 1 year old. 
The driver of the car was unin-
sured.
SDA conference wasn’t 

worthwhile
Denboske and five of the board 

members attended the Special 
District Association (SDA) con-
ference Sept. 17-19 in Brecken-
ridge and came home disappoint-
ed. The bulk of the conference 
was “of little use” to our district, 
said President Tim Miller. Al-
though there were a few breakout 
sessions that were very useful, he 
added, he was concerned about 
the cost involved in sending six 
people there. 

Director Charlie Pocock 
said, “I think they (the confer-
ences) are getting worse.” He 
said he believes the “tremendous 
growth in special districts” has 
led to more classes “that don’t 

apply to us.” Conferences once 
addressed more issues of interest 
to fire, water, and sewer districts. 
Now there are more metropolitan 
districts and park and recreation 
districts—“they run the gamut,” 
Miller said.

Because the board had a 
similar experience at last year’s 
conference, members agreed 
that next year, they will review 
the conference agenda well in 
advance for speakers and work-
shops related to fire districts be-
fore deciding to spend the money 
to attend. This year’s conference 
cost around $2,700, according 
to Denboske. Board members 

are going to compile their reac-
tions and send the feedback to 
the SDA.

**********
The Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District meets the 
fourth Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at Station 1, 18650 
Highway 105 (next to the bowl-
ing alley). The next meeting is 
Oct. 22. For more information, 
call Chief Denboske at 266-3367 
or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com.

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, Sept. 24

Fire truck heavily damaged in accident

Monument Academy Senior Administrator Jane Lundeen and 
School Board President Mike Wong hold the long-awaited 
ceremonial key to the new school building on Sept. 13 moments 
after the ribbon was cut. Photo by Jim Kendrick.
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By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Academy Board 
of Education returned to rou-
tine matters on Sept. 16, having 
opened its new school for inspec-
tion by parents and students on 
Sept. 5. The first regular board 
meeting was held in the new li-
brary. Senior Administrator Jane 
Lundeen was exuberant about 
how well the academic year 
had begun on Sept. 8, and how 
quickly startup problems had 
been rectified. 

All board members were 
present. 
Second bond sale closed
Although all of the second set of 
parity bonds had been sold prior 
to this meeting, the bond sale had 
not yet been closed. The bond 
sale of $1.62 million is to cover 
the additional costs of construc-
tion not covered by the first bond 
sale of $12 million. 

Board President Mike Wong 
said Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict 38 had not sent an “intercept 
letter” to the state. This intercept 
letter states that D-38 agrees 
to allow the state to send the 
academy’s portion of tax revenue 
directly to the Monument Acad-
emy. D-38 had not yet signed 
off on some year-end academy 
financial statements from June 
30 and also wanted the Monu-
ment Academy Building Corp. 
board to be reorganized. Wong 
said both issues had already been 
resolved, the intercept letter was 
to be approved at the regular 
D-38 school board meeting on 
Sept. 18, and the bond sale was 
scheduled to close on Sept. 24. 
Board Treasurer Laura Hannon 
said the Colorado Educational 
and Cultural Facilities Author-
ity (CECFA), which is issuing 
both sets of bonds, will receive 
interest payments on its bonds 
directly from the state. 

After this Academy board 
meeting, the intercept letter was 
approved by the D-38 board as 
scheduled and forwarded to the 
state. The academy’s second 
bond sale was then closed on 
Sept. 24 as scheduled. 

Board commendations
At the start of the meeting, 
senior administrator Jane Lun-
deen presented student parent 
Diana Ramirez a certificate of 
commendation recognizing her 
leadership as float coordina-
tor in organizing and directing 
the activities for the Monument 
Academy float that participated 
in the town’s Fourth of July 
parade. The float received the 
town’s “Best Representation of a 
Theme” ribbon.

Student parent Sonia Cantle-
berry was also presented a board 
certificate of commendation 
recognizing her many hours of 
work on planning, setting up, 
serving, and cleaning up for the 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony held 
on Sept. 13.

Committee reports
Director Bob Bowker presented 

the final draft of the pre-school 
handbook, which was unani-
mously approved. He also noted 
that Monument Academy board 
members will be attending 
training for charter school board 
members on Oct. 10 in Jefferson 
County. Staff members Maribeth 
Muhonen (business manager), 
Sherry Buzzell (Human Re-
sources), and Laura Hannon 
(board treasurer) were scheduled 
to attend state financial training 
on Sept. 26. 

Student parent Amy Herebic 
reported that all Parent Teacher 
Organization activities, particu-
larly fundraisers, were off to a 
good start. 

Lundeen reported that Back 
to School Day on Sept. 5 was “an 
overwhelming success” and “a 
real emotional time for many of 
our teachers.” She displayed the 
ceremonial “key to the building” 
presented to the school by con-
tractor JE Dunn. The key will be 
hung in the main entrance. She 
stated that there were 581 stu-
dents in classes, with 70 names 
on the waiting list for first and 
third grades. 

Great progress was made 
on organizing carpool traffic 
during the first week of school. 
Lundeen quoted from an e-mail 
to her from Hal Garland, direc-
tor of transportation for D-38, 
who wrote, “Wow. You solved 
your carpool problem in one 
day. We have been working on 
ours for years.” Lundeen added 
that Deputy Travis Katowski of 
the El Paso County Sheriff’s Of-
fice said in his debrief of traffic 
flow to Lundeen, “It’s ugly but it 
works.” An additional crosswalk 

will be painted per his sugges-
tion. 

Lisa Bartilotta, middle 
school assistant principal, said 
the carpool arrival queue had 
been cut from an hour to 30 
minutes, and should drop to 20-
25 minutes soon. 

The school will use a 
“squeegee mix” for traction on 
the winding downhill driveway 
during icy days. 

Hannon reported that, 
through the end of August, the 
academy had received 15 per-
cent of its budgeted revenue, 
$535,000, and had spent 8 per-
cent of budgeted expenditures, 
$340,000. “We have $693,000 
in the bank as of today.” 

There was a lengthy dis-
cussion on how to keep e-mail 
mailing lists current and com-
plete for all parents and students. 
Parents must provide their e-mail 
addresses and written permission 
to be sent e-mails by filling out 
D-38 forms in person at the D-38 
Big Red headquarters building 
on Jefferson Street in downtown 
Monument. 

Owner’s representative Dana 
Murphree gave an update on 
remaining construction details 
such as gym striping, gravel in 
the play areas, curb and gutter on 
Highway 105, irrigation and sod 
installation, and clean-up items 
performed after the end of the 
school day into the evening. A 
traffic signal will be installed at 
the intersection for the adjacent 
church driveway on the southeast 
corner of the school property. 
Removal of the berm next to the 
highway prior to installation of 
highway curb and gutter has 

caused some erosion on the slope 
between the highway and the 
school. This should be corrected 
by the installation of the highway 
curb and gutter.

Hannon praised Murphree 
for opening the school on time, 
“proving that the Sept. 8 date 
was not unattainable.” Murphree 
replied, “I had no idea how many 
people, my own close friends, 
did not believe that we could 
open on Sept. 8.”

Hannon and Muhonen re-
ported no problems or disputes 
remaining for terminating the 
leases for the former north and 
south Academy campus loca-
tions off of Woodmoor Drive. 

Diana Helffenstein, board 
vice president, gave a final report 
on the ribbon-cutting ceremony. 
She noted that the building was 
quite a mess on the previous eve-
ning as subcontractors rushed 

to finish all the items that were 
needed for the ceremony. Former 
Director Laura Gipson asked that 
a scrapbook-type record be com-
piled of the presentations made 
at the ceremony, since there has 
already been a lot of turnover in 
the past 12 years. 

The board went into an ex-
ecutive session on negotiations at 
8:10 p.m. 

**********
The next meeting will be held 
at 7 p.m. on Oct. 14 in the new 
building, 1150 Village Ridge 
Point. Information: Phone: (719) 
481-1950.

Academy board meetings 
are announced on the home page 
of the Academy’s Web site (ww
w.monumentacademy.net), or on 
the master calendar that can be 
found under the “Calendar” link 
on the home page. 

Monument Academy Board of Education, Sept. 16

Bond sale closed; new school building opens on schedule

At the MA board meeting Sept. 16: Diana Ramirez (on the left 
at the front) received a certificate of commendation from Senior 
Administrator Jane Lundeen recognizing Ramirez’ leadership 
as float coordinator in organizing and directing the activities for 
the Monument Academy float that participated in Monument’s 
Fourth of July parade. The float received the town’s “Best 
Representation of a Theme” ribbon. Photo by Jim Kendrick.
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.
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Colorado Springs, CO 80921
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Read All About It
z BusinessWeek, March 3, 2008 

Edward Jones was the highest-ranking 
brokerage firm on BusinessWeek magazine’s 
second ranking of “Customer Service 
Champs.” The firm ranked No. 8 among 25 
national and international companies that 
are the “best providers of customer service” 
based on techniques, strategies and tools 
used to deliver great service, according to the 
magazine.

z FORTUNE Magazine, February 4, 
2008 
For the ninth year, Edward Jones was named 
one of the “100 Best Companies to Work For” 
in America by FORTUNE magazine in its 
annual listing. The firm ranked No. 4 overall 
and No. 2 on the magazine’s Best Large-sized 
Company list. These nine FORTUNE rankings 
include top 10 finishes for six years and 
consecutive No. 1 rankings in 2002 and 2003.
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By John Heiser
Board of Education President Dee Dee Ea-
ton administered the oath of office to Robb 
Pike, the newly appointed board member 
representing director district 5. After 
being interviewed by board members, 
Pike was selected September 11 to fill 
the vacancy created by Jeff Cantlebary’s 
resignation. Cantlebary has taken a job in 
California. Pike is a parent in the district 
and graduated from Lewis-Palmer High 
School. He has more than ten years of 

experience in non-profit management and 
development. Pike has also volunteered in 
leadership positions for several commu-
nity service organizations. Pike says his 
primary motivation for wanting to serve 
on the school board is to help students. He 
urged community members to contact dis-
trict leadership when questions arise. Pike 
said, “The district is working towards the 
right goals and with the proper resources 
and support of the community those goals 
will be achieved.” Pike will serve the re-

mainder of the current term for director 
district 5, which ends November 2009.

Options 38 program offers 
alternatives

Board members held a conversation with 
Options 38 students and their parents. 
This program provides up to 75 high 
school students with a variety of options 
for learning. Through the program, stu-
dents are able to fulfill their graduation 
requirements within a different format 
and structure from the traditional setting. 
Students can take two six-week classes at 
a time, which helps some students focus 
better on the material. The students and 
their parents addressed such questions 
as: “Why did you apply for the Options 
program?” “Do you feel prepared for 
whatever comes next?” “Do you feel 
you are treated differently than the rest 
of the student body at the school?” The 
students and their parents said they were 
generally satisfied with the program but 
did offer some suggestions for improve-
ments including the possibility of making 
the program available to middle school 
students. Board members commented 
that this was one of the most informative, 
beneficial discussions they have had since 
incorporating the community engagement 
sessions as part of the regular monthly 
board meetings. 

Caution urged regarded 
weighted grades

During citizen comments, Mary Koehler 
addressed the issue of weighted grades 
that assign more grade points to advanced 
placement classes. She gave examples of 
how weighted grades can positively or 
negatively affect a student’s grade point 
average depending on which classes stu-
dents take and in what order they take 
those classes during their schooling. She 

said the program can have unintended 
consequences and raises equity issues as 
some students may be better at taking ad-
vantage of the rules. She urged the district 
to proceed with caution in implementing 
any changes.

Eaton noted that policies regarding 
weighted grades are being set by Superin-
tendent Ray Blanch and his staff and have 
not been addressed by the board.

Other matters
• FEC (Facilities and Enrollment 

Committee) quarterly bond 
expenditure report  – The FEC 
makes recommendations to the board 
on the utilization and remodeling of 
existing facilities, construction of new 
facilities, assistance in planning for 
capital reserve projects, and review of 
bond issue expenditures. Carl Janssen 
presented the committee’s quarterly 

Robb Pike was appointed Sept. 11 to 
fill the director district 5 vacancy on 
the school board. Photo by D-38.

Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board Meeting, September 18

Pike sworn in to fill board vacancy; 
Options 38 students and their parents discuss the program

Childrens Choice 
www.childrenschoice.us

Your neighborhood licensed childcare facility  
located in Historic Downtown Monument since 

1993 serving children ages 12 months  
to 12 years.

� Longtime, highly qualified 
teaching staff certified in  
CPR & First Aid 

� Developmentally appropriate  
programs for all children 

� Committed to a multi-cultural, 
anti-biased philosophy 

� Hot lunch and snacks prepared 
in our kitchen - kid friendly and  
nutritious menus 

� 1⁄2 day and full-day preschool 

� Before & after school programs 
� Transportation to and from  

District 38 elementary schools 
� Kindergarten readiness skills 
� Homework assistance 
� Summer camp 
� Vacation camps 
� Programs during elementary  

school closures 
� Open year-round with  

year-round enrollment 

Please drop in or phone for a tour. 
We would love to show you our school! 

77 Third Street · 488-0884 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 6:30 pm 
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Are you tired of your deck? Or does your deck look tired?
Upgrade it with low-maintenance decking or new railings!

We also clean, sand and seal decks.
Free estimates and dry rot inspection

Bordersdeckcare.com or bordersdeck@hotmail.com

15% OFF 

on all installed composite decking

New Customers Only. Good through 10/31/08.����������������������������
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update regarding bond expenditures. He explained 
that the original amount of $65 million approved 
by the voters in November of 2006 has increased 
to nearly $69 million due to accrued interest. The 
FEC has been monitoring the expenditures on the 
construction of Palmer Ridge High School and 
improvements to Lewis-Palmer High School. Also, 
Janssen said that the committee, in light of its 
broadened role, has recommended that it be renamed 
the Operations Advisory Committee. He said that as 
part of the board adoption of policy governance, the 
committee could review the administration’s plans, 
objectives, and performance in achieving the ends 
specified by the board. Eaton said the board would 
discuss the recommendation at a future workshop. 

• Update regarding Monument Academy construction 
and financial status – Blanch reported that 
Monument Academy has addressed the remaining 
areas of concern regarding the financial status of 
the charter school and the construction of the new 
building. The board directed Cheryl Wangeman, 
Assistant Superintendent of Operations, to sign a 
statement of good standing allowing Monument 
Academy to proceed with the sale of bonds to 
cover the shortfall in funding for the new building. 
The board also discussed the possibility of Blanch 
and Wangeman meeting quarterly with Monument 
Academy school board members and staff to promote 
open and timely communication. 

• Operating Limitations Policy 2.5: Emergency 
Superintendent Succession – Blanch presented 
this monitoring report in accordance with the policy 
governance model. The policy states, in part: “The 
Superintendent shall not fail to protect the District 
from loss of its Superintendent or other key staff.” 
The board requested that the report be modified 
to designate specific individuals to succeed the 
superintendent. Blanch said he would make a 
determination and revise the report. The board then 
unanimously voted to accept the report.

• Consent agenda items – The board unanimously 
approved several matters concerning students, 
personnel, and finances.

• Superintendent’s update – Blanch explained the 
purpose and membership of the Superintendent 
Teacher Advisory Council and the Superintendent 
Parent Advisory Council. These two committees 
meet periodically throughout the school year to 
facilitate staff and parent communication with the 
superintendent. He also noted that the district has 
received only one formal statement regarding the mill 
levy override (MLO) ballot measure. That comment, 
and any other comments received by September 19, 
will be published in the ballot notice distributed by 
the El Paso County Election Department to area 
residents prior to the November 4 election. 

 • Board member comments – Mark Pfoff addressed 
the upcoming MLO ballot measure, stating that even 
though the district trimmed $1.8 million from the 
budget for this school year, if the MLO does not pass, 
budget cuts for next year will likely impact students 
more directly. Gail Wilson complimented Blanch, 
Assistant Superintendent of Student Learning 
Shirley Trees, and principals on the smooth start to 
the school year. She also observed that the Cherry 
Creek School District has three lobbyists working 
on its behalf while El Paso County through the Pikes 
Peak Alliance lobbying organization has one part-
time lobbyist working on behalf of all area school 
districts. The board designated Wilson as the district 
delegate to the Colorado Association of School 
Boards’ Fall Conference October 24-25. Pike said he 
is pleased to be serving on the school board and that 
district 38 is a great district with great kids, parents, 
and staff. Eaton said how pleased she is to have 
Lewis-Palmer graduate Pike serving on the board. 
John Mann responded to several recent rumors about 
the MLO that he said have been circulating through 
e-mails and editorials. He noted Palmer Ridge High 
School was built frugally and with an eye to reducing 
operating costs. He also displayed a financial 

spreadsheet showing that the district is one of only 
14 school districts out of Colorado’s 178 districts 
that receive the minimum per pupil funding from 
the state. Six of the floor-funded districts are in El 
Paso County. Mann noted that districts with similar 
demographics, including the Cherry Creek district, 
receive as much as $300 more per pupil per year. He 
commented that such an increased level of funding 
would be a significant source of added revenue for the 
district. The spreadsheet, provided by the Colorado 
Department of Education, is posted on the district’s 
website.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board of Education 
normally meets on the third Thursday of each month at 
the District’s Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St. in Monu-
ment. The next regular monthly meeting of the board will 
be held October 16 at 5:30 p.m. with a reception at 5:00 
p.m. to 5:20 p.m. for those receiving commendations.

The district’s Web site is at www.lewispalmer.org. 
The Monument Academy Web site is at www.monu

mentacademy.net. 

Open 7 Days a Week - Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
6:00 am - 9:00 pm

481-6446 13860 Gleneagle Dr. Across from Loaf ‘n Jug www.asecondcup.net

now in
Gleneagle!

Coffee Cup Cafe

Buy any adult entree and receive a second 
entree of equal or lesser value half off.

Only one coupon per table per visit.  Not valid with any other 
offer.  Coupon not valid at Coffee Cup Café.  Coupon not 

redeemable for cash.  Coupon good through November 30, 2008.

Buy One
Get One Half Off

 Prime Rib Special Friday nights 
 Outstanding wine menu & prices
 Happy Hour 2-6 pm every day
 Ten draft beer selections
 Covered Heated Patio 
 Breakfast served all day
 Fresh, home-cooked dinners

A Second Cup offers:

Buy any adult entree and receive a free
non-alcoholic beverage.

Only one coupon per table per visit.  Not valid with any other 
offer.  Coupon not valid at Coffee Cup Café.  Coupon not 

redeemable for cash.  Coupon good through November 30, 2008.

Free Beverage

You�re invited to the
Lewis-Palmer School District 38  

Mill Levy Override Information Meetings
� Thursday, Oct. 13, 6:30 � 8:30 p.m., YMCA 

Community Room, Jackson Creek Parkway.
� Wednesday, Oct. 22, 6:30 � 9:00 p.m., 

Lewis-Palmer Admin. Bldg., 146 Jefferson St.

Bring your questions  
and comments.
For more info:  
488-4700 or 

info@lewispalmer.org 
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By Harriet Halbig
The School District 38 Special Education 

Advisory Committee met on Sept. 10 with 
Julie O’Brien, the district’s director of 

special education, presiding.
O’Brien announced that the offices of 

chair and secretary were open for nomi-
nations and stated that a goal of the group 
was to involve representatives of all 
schools in the district, interested parents, 
and members of the public.

The group discussed a list of poten-
tial workshops sponsored by the PEAK 
Parent Center on such subjects as bul-
lying, acceptance of special-education 
students, the whys and hows of behavior, 
transitioning from one level of education 
to the next, and dispute resolution. It was 
agreed that the members would narrow 
down the areas of interest to select areas 
of training. 

O’Brien also sought volunteers to 
seek speakers regarding specific dis-
abilities. In the past, the largest atten-
dance has been at workshops or lectures 
addressing dyslexia or other reading 
disorders. When a workshop or lecture 
is arranged, only parents whose children 
are recognized as having special needs 
will be automatically notified, but the 
information will be available to all. 

The next subject addressed was 
changes in Individual Education Plans 
(IEPs). These plans include 20 indica-
tors regarding each child. Once an IEP 
is in place, it is re-evaluated at least 
once a year. The evaluation meeting is 
attended by one or both parents of the 
child, a teacher in a class where interven-
tion was required, a special-education 
professional, and a representative of an 
administrative unit who is qualified to 
provide or supervise the provision of 
special education.

One attendee commented that two 
situations where evaluation of a stu-
dent may be problematical are when a 
student’s problem is lack of proficiency in 
English rather than a learning problem, 
and when a student is intellectually gifted 
but has a severe learning disability.

O’Brien then commented that the 
Comprehensive Plan for district services 
is now under revision for the first time 

since 2002. These revisions will include 
the manner in which IEPs are written 
and possible changes in job descriptions 
within the program.

Following was the subject of the scope 
of center-based programs, those programs 
that are defined as an educational setting 
outside of the general classroom where 
special needs students will receive in-
struction or support for part or all of their 
school day.

These programs are for those with 
Significant Identifiable Emotional Dis-
ability and Significant Support Needs 
(regarding functional skills in communi-
cation, behavior, self-help, and commu-
nity access), and those with a diagnosed 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (Spectrum of 
Autism Resources for Children).

O’Brien then introduced the Matrix of 
Services Guidelines by which students are 
evaluated in the areas of Curriculum and 
Learning Environment, Social/Emotional 
Behavior, Independent Functioning, 
Healthcare (including those who require 
monitoring of medication, administra-
tion of medication, communication with 
physician, and assistance with referrals), 
Communication (including hearing prob-
lems and help with instruction in sign lan-
guage), and Special Considerations.

Within each area, the services needed 
are rated from 0 (not an area of concern) 
to 4 (continuous and extensive services 
required).

Once an evaluation has been made 
and a plan put in place, a monitoring 
device called a Response to Intervention 
form comes into play. Through this form, 
the amount of intervention is determined 
(whether pulling a student aside for a brief 
period or spending a portion of each day 
in a center). The value of this form is that 
monitoring occurs on a regular basis. Staff 
members note whether an intervention 
was successful—whether the student’s be-
havior has changed to the point that the in-
tervention might end, or whether without 
further intervention the student returns to 
former habits.

O’Brien stressed that Special Educa-
tion Services are available to those from 
age 3 to age 21. She stressed that it is criti-
cal to inform parents of those 15 and older 
within the system that the services will be 
available until age 21 to aid in transition-
ing from the school environment to the 
community.

Finally, O’Brien spoke of a Parent 
Survey distributed at the end of last school 
year.

Most of the questions involved the 
IEP meeting attended by the parents. They 
were asked whether they were given timely 
notice of the meeting, whether they were 
advised of any testing, whether they were 
advised about their child’s participation 
in CSAP testing, whether they received 
regular advice on their child’s progress, 
whether they were offered training by 
the district, and whether they were gen-
erally satisfied with the information they 
received. O’Brien was generally satisfied 
with the results of the survey, with an 85 
percent or greater positive response.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 
p.m. 

**********
The D-38 Special Education Advisory 
Committee normally meets the second 
Wednesday of each month. The next meet-
ing is Oct. 8 at 6 p.m.

District 38 Special Education Advisory Committee, Sept. 10

D-38 special education programs discussed

����������
� We present a daily non-

denominational Bible study 

� We have a curriculum written from a
Christian worldview

• We admit new students year-round 

• We accept home school credits 

• We allow subject-by-subject
academic monitoring 

• We o�er reasonable tuition on a 
sliding scale

• We employ mixed-age, multi-
discipline classrooms

• We encourage mastery of the
subject matter rather than  lock-
step progression through a school 
year

• We enable students to remedy 
credit deficits

• We graduate students who continue 
their success in two-year and
four-year colleges, vocational and 
missions programs

� Not an alternative to learning,
we’re an alternative environment in
which to learn. We provide a relational
alternative to the traditional,
institutional, lecture hall, “one-size-fits-
all” methodology most commonly
applied in other schools

• Our curriculum is written to Colorado 
State standards

• Our course of study is both student-
paced and teacher-directed 

• Our students utilize a variety of 
highly-respected textbooks as well as 
video and computer resources 
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When It Comes to Education, 
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If a “Big Box” School Doesn’t Fit Your Teenager, Try a Real Alternative.

������������
245 2nd Street, Monument, CO 80132

(719) 237-8345 www.ourlifeacademy.com

P.O. Box 309, Monument, CO 80132

NEPCO is a coalition of 
Northern El Paso County 
homeowners� associations 
(HOAs). Founded in 2001, 
NEPCO has grown to in-
clude 26 HOAs representing 
more than 10,000 residents in the Tri-Lakes area. Some of the  
benefits of NEPCO membership:

� NEPCO�s Land Use 
Committee reviews 
development pro-
posals and provides 
recommendations 
to town and county planning departments. Member HOAs are 
notified of pending developments so they can alert their 
members.  

� NEPCO periodically meets with county 
and town officials to discuss issues con-
fronting the Tri-Lakes area. Here County 
Commissioner Wayne Williams responds 
to questions from NEPCO members. 

� NEPCO�s bimonthly meetings present 
experts who provide information and 
recommendations about urgent issues 
such as crime, wildfire mitigation, and 
water conservation. Here County Sheriff 
Terry Maketa updates NEPCO members 
on crimes in the Tri-Lakes area. 

� Laws governing HOAs are rapidly 
changing. NEPCO provides up-to-date 
information and recommendations on 
how to comply. Here renowned HOA 
attorney Lenard Rioth (2nd from the left) 

and representatives from the 
Woodmoor Improvement Association and Gleneagle 
Civic Association share their advice. 

To learn more about NEPCO and the many benefits of 
NEPCO membership for your HOA, visit www.nepco.org
or call Bob Swedenburg, NEPCO Secretary, at 481-2723.

Why Every HOA should belong to NEPCO
�County issues with Commissioner 
Wayne Williams� is the topic for the 
NEPCO meeting, Sat., Oct. 11,10 a.m. to 
noon at the Family of Christ Lutheran 
Church, 675 Baptist Rd. (enter from 
Leather Chaps). Open to the public.
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Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, Sept. 22

Residents express concern over firing 
of lawyer; president resigns

By Chris Pollard
At the previous month’s meeting, the 
Woodmoor Improvement Association 
Board of Directors voted, with a slim 
majority, to terminate the use of WIA 
lawyer Lenard Rioth for any new actions. 
Lenard had worked with the WIA for over 
a decade and was working with many 
homeowners associations throughout the 
state.

Bud Sterling and John Ottino, two 
previous members of the WIA board, 
expressed concern over the firing and be-
lieved that Rioth had been very successful 
in his work for the WIA. They noted that 
he had driven legislation at the state level 
to resolve a double taxation issue with El 
Paso County and that he had won every 
legal case for the WIA. 

Ottino said that he thought that 
Rioth had the highest credentials of 
any HOA attorney. He wondered if 
a cost analysis had been done and 
whether there was a plan for a re-
placement, noting that there would 
probably need to be a transition plan 
in place to cover 15 years of work.

President resigns: After briefly 
revisiting the issue of trying to 
restrict the board from trying to 
bring in an outside management 
group to run the WIA, President 
Steve Malfatti read out his letter of 
resignation.

He stated that he felt that a ma-
jority of the board was blocking his 
and other board members attempts to 
make improvements to Woodmoor. 
He believed that some members of 
the board were spreading inaccu-
rate and incomplete information to 
selected residents and that this had 
expanded to the point that informa-
tion from executive sessions, which 
was to be treated as confidential, had 
also been provided. He believed that 
this had led to unwarranted personal 
attacks on members of the WIA 
staff and other board members. 

Malfatti added that in his opin-
ion this coalition was placing the 
property values of homeowners at 
risk and was injuring the harmony of 
the community. He said he had devot-
ed time and effort on what he thought 
was the correct path for Woodmoor 
but had concluded that these actions 
seemed to be contrary to the wishes 
of the majority of the board. 

Drilling proposal
Chris Amenson, president of the 
Front Range Environmental Re-
source Coalition (FRERC), gave 
a 20-minute presentation on Dyad 
Petroleum’s proposal to drill two 
wells on the side of Mount Herman. 
New material included a report that 
between 2002 and 2006 there were 
900-plus spills related to the oil 
and gas drilling in Colorado, and of 
those, 182 had effects on adjacent 
water wells. They had also managed 
to get more background information 
on proposals for drilling elsewhere. 
Currently, 350 people have registered 
with FRERC and as many as 250 
have attended their presentations. 

Public Safety report
Kevin Nielsen, chief of Public Safety, 
said that he had finally got the WPS 

speed measuring trailer repaired and had 
started to take some measurements of 
traffic volume and speeds. In the most 
critical area near Lewis-Palmer High 
School, results seem to show a small de-
crease of around 15 percent in the number 
of vehicles going through South Wood-
moor. He thought that some of this was 
probably due to the addition of the Palmer 
Ridge High School. 

There was an incident near Northgate 
Road that resulted in the activation of the 
reverse 911 system within a 3-mile ra-
dius of that area. He suggested that local 
residents note that they can now sign up to 
receive these reverse 911 calls on their cell 
phones by going to the local 911 Web site 
at www.elpasoteller911.org 

Nielsen added that he had also re-

ceived reports of a black helicopter flying 
over the area. This was in fact a utility 
inspection helicopter and would be in the 
area for the next few days. 

His staff had been doing a review 
of the condition of roads in Woodmoor 
for potholes and sight-lines at junctions. 
The El Paso County Roads Department 
has started work on the potholes, and he 
expected to be able to send them his com-
plete list later in the week. 

he number of calls for service in Au-
gust was, at 127, down from June and July. 
Out of these there were eight calls regard-
ing criminal mischief involving driveway 
lamps and mailboxes. 
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Mention this ad in 
October for

Early Bird Special 
Make your

reservation Tues-Fri  
between 5 and 6pm for 

Buy one entree 
Receive one 

entrée of equal or lesser 
value FREE 

��

(reservations for
Dinner suggested)

�

New Fall/Winter 
hours for 

BREAKFAST 
Saturday & Sunday 
8:00 am-1:00 pm 

�
We are no longer  

serving lunch
Thank you for
supporting us!
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Time’s Up!
TRI-LAKES/BLACK FOREST
TELEPHONE DIRECTORY?

Final Sales Deadline EXTENDED
to Friday, October 10, 2008

Call Today . . . 488-9899
DON'T BE LEFT OUT!
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By Bill Kappel
Overall, September was a fairly quiet 
month around the region, with precipi-
tation about average and temperatures 
below average. Most of the rain for the 
month accumulated from the 10th through 
the 12th; otherwise the majority of the 
days were mostly sunny. No snow was 
recorded, which is a little unusual as about 
one of every two Septembers receives at 
least a trace of snow sometime during the 
month. 

Also noteworthy is the fact that we 
didn’t record our first sub-freezing low 
temperature. This normally occurs by the 
third week of the month. Even though no 
lows were below freezing, the overall av-
erage low temperature for the month was 
below average because we had so many 
clear nights, which allowed for strong 
radiation cooling to drop overnight lows 
into the 30s on 20 mornings.

The month started off quiet and dry 
with high temperatures ranging from the 
upper 70s on the 1st to low 50s on the 8th. 
We did have two cold fronts slide into the 
area, one on the 5th that dropped high 
temperatures to the 50s and one on the 8th 

that produced areas of low clouds, fog, and 
drizzle. Otherwise, no significant weather 
was seen during the first week. 

This quickly changed as an unusually 
strong area of low pressure moved through 
the region during the second week of the 
month. This storm brought another round 
of heavy rain to the region. As has been 
the case since July, when it rains it pours. 
Most of our moisture since July has come 
in the form of heavy rain during four 
events, while the rest of the time it has 
been fairly dry. 

This latest storm brought 1-2 inches 
of rain to the region, but that doesn’t tell 
the complete story. Much heavier rain fell 
in Colorado Springs, where an all-time 
24-hour rain record was established at 
the official recording station for Colorado 
Springs (at the airport). There, 4.97 inches 
of rain fell from Thursday evening into 
Friday evening. This again illustrates how 
widely varying the rain can be during the 
summer months when convection is the 
primary process for producing precipita-
tion. 

Remember back in July when the 
Colorado Springs airport recorded the dri-

est July on record (only .29 of an inch for 
the month), while we were hit with flash 
flooding and heavy rain and ended up 
with above-average precipitation totals. 
This type of extreme variability in rain 
amounts makes it almost useless to use 
a single station’s precipitation values and 
say they apply to the entire region.

In other words, those who would have 
you believe that because the Colorado 
Springs airport official station is show-
ing below-average (or above-average) 
precipitation for the year means that we 
are all in a drought (or are all wet) don’t 
understand. Again, this points out the 
need for more volunteers in the area to 
report their precipitation to CoCoRaHs, 
www.cocorahs.org, so we can get a clear 
picture of the spatial variability of rain 
throughout the region.

High pressure dominated the weather 
pattern throughout the last full week of 
summer and the beginning of fall, result-
ing in sunny, quiet, and mild weather. 
High temperatures were in the 70s most 
afternoons, with overnight lows dropping 
to average levels, in the mid-30s to low 
40s. A quick moving band of showers did 

move through during the late afternoon 
and early evening hours on Saturday the 
20th. Then in the afternoons and early 
evenings of the 26th, 27th, and 28th thun-
derstorms and brief showers developed, 
bringing a little change to the region. The 
last two days of the month were sunny, 
breezy, and cool behind a dry cold front, 
a fitting end to an overall quiet weather 
month.

A look ahead
October can be an active weather month 
for the Tri-Lakes region with winter 
conditions often experienced during the 
month. In fact, for three of the past four 
years, weather around Halloween has 
been cold and snowy. Remember the 6-15 
inches of snow that fell in 2004 from Hal-
loween night through Nov. 1, then over 20 
inches of snow fell from October 9-10 in 
2005. In 2006 over 24 inches of snow fell 
in less than 24 hours on Oct. 26, and last 
year the trend continued with 11.7 inches 
falling from late on the 20th through the 
21st. Of course, the weather can also be 
very dry and mild, so enjoy those days 
when you can. 

The official monthly forecast for Oc-
tober 2008, produced by the Climate Pre-
diction Center (www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
products/predictions/30day/), is call-
ing for equal chances of normal tem-
peratures, normal precipitation. For 
a complete look at monthly climate 
summaries for the Tri-Lakes region, 
please visit www.thekappels.com/
ClimateSummary.htm.

September 2008 
Weather Statistics

Average High: 69.9° (-1.6)
Average Low: 39.0° (-0.6)
Highest Temperature: 79° on the 25th
Lowest Temperature: 33° on the 13th
Monthly Precip.: 1.72” (+.10”) 6% >  norm.
Monthly Snowfall: 0.0” (-0.8”)
Season to Date Snow: 0.0” (-0.8”)

(the snow season is July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip.: 10.32” (+2.64”) 

(the precip season is July 1 to June 30)
For more detailed weather informa-
tion and Climatology of the Palmer 
Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please 
visit Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at 
www.thekappels.com/Weather.htm. 

Remember, weather affects all of us 
every day and is a very important part 
of life for us in the Tri-Lakes region, and 
we want to hear from you. If you see a 
unique weather event or have a weather 
question, please contact us at billkappel
@ourcommunitynews.org.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-
Lakes resident.

September Weather Wrap
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One month FREE with 

purchase of two months! 

Good through 10/31/08 • New customers only

from Diapers to Divers! 
Swim School

Gentle, Fun, Loving 
Infants, Toddlers 

Swim-Float-Swim Technique 
Very Efficient Private Swim Instruction 

Stroke Development/Pre-Swim Team Workouts 
Mommy and Me Classes 

Warm Pool Warm Instructors

Warm Approach

Donna Mallon 487-7262 
Owner/Private Swim Instructor 

www.donnasdolphins.com
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on 
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has 
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form 
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the 
editor and include your full name, home address, and day 
and evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is rec-
ommended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, 
and accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommunityn
ews.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send 
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowl-
degement. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, 
please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we 
have received your letter.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even when the letter writer is a reporter for OCN.

Vote for our future in education
My husband and I are like most in the Tri-Lakes commu-
nity—we came here from somewhere else. In our case, 
our military lifestyle entailed seven moves in 20 years, 
happily landing us in Woodmoor in 1988. Our house was 
perfect for our family of four and the dog. We quickly 
fell in love with the schools and our community. As the 
years passed, like so many of our neighbors, we realized 
that improvements were needed and so we invested: a 
roof one year, energy-saving windows another, regular 
exterior painting—nothing extravagant, just necessary 
improvements that kept pace with our neighbors and 
added homeowner value. The investments stretched us 
financially, but fit our needs as a family and deepened our 
commitment to the wonderful Tri-Lakes community.

Just as we made a family decision to maintain and 
hopefully grow the value of our home, a similar decision 
point is now before the Tri-Lakes community. D-38 still 
enjoys an excellent reputation in the region, but we’ve 
reached a tipping point. Teacher salaries are slipping rela-
tive to our neighbors, class sizes are increasing, technol-
ogy for effective 21st-century education is lagging ... you 
get the picture. Our educational “home” is still functional. 
It’s performing adequately, and it’s comfortable, but we’re 
in danger of losing its community value if improvements 
aren’t made. Just like a homeowner, we realize that our 
community can no longer postpone the decision to make 
a necessary and prudent investment in our district.

My husband and I wrestled with investing in our 
home improvements, but eventually realized that real-
istic investments were the best course, knowing that we 
would benefit today and in the future. Community-wide, 
I believe the vast majority of us support our D-38 schools, 
our dedicated professional staff, and the dynamic and 
proactive leadership team. For our family, our investment 
has proven its value. For our Tri-Lakes community, the 
benefits and value of an excellent school system accrue 
to all.

Today, our D-38 “home” is painfully struggling fi-
nancially. The time for a much needed investment in our 
educational future is now. Vote “yes” on the mill levy 
override. 
Barb Betzler

Split up ballot proposals 
to give us a real choice

I was saddened and frustrated to see the latest D-38 
schools ballot measure. As I understand it, the district has 
combined 1) a measure to increase teacher salaries with 2) 
an operating budget increase to ensure small class sizes, 
into a single ballot item. Both pieces are seemingly very 
worthy proposals—until you look under the covers. 

I firmly support paying our teachers more, but com-
bined with a wide-open proposal to reduce class size 
makes me wonder what the authors were really thinking. 
You can drive a school bus through the second proposal’s 
ambiguity. Please read it. The second proposal is so 
ridiculously worded that just about any school capital 
expense could be justified to keep class sizes small. This 
measure is a real slap in the face to our D-38 teachers and 
voters alike. 

Why not separate these proposals and give voters a 
real choice, or perhaps that was the intent—to limit our 
choices? 

Voice your concerns and recommend that D-38 sepa-
rate these two proposals into separate ballot measures and 

let them stand or fall on their own merits. I know we can 
do better than this.
David Hollenbach

District 38 now deserves our support
Over the past two years, I and a number of others joined 
together in a group called D38 Deserves Better to oppose 
the district’s 2006 and 2007 mill levy override (MLO) 
requests for more tax money because its then-sitting 
Board of Education seemed to us to be out of touch, out 
of control, and lacking fiscal responsibility. A majority of 
voters agreed.

This year, a new board has been seated, the district 
has taken on new vitality in adopting a vision and strategy 
going forward; and the superintendent and administrative 
staff have instituted logical planning, multi-year budget-
ing, and aggressive reviews of existing expenditures—all 
with a view toward business efficiency and cost cutting 
without degrading the educational product. As important, 
all concerned have stepped up efforts to communicate 
with, and listen to, district parents, employees and taxpay-
ers. In short, while more needs to be done—and the board 
and the district staff are committed to doing it—D38 has 
gotten better—much better!

Even so, there remains what almost everyone accepts 
as a critical need—that of increasing compensation for 
professional staff so that quality teachers and other pro-
fessionals earn what they deserve, and so that D38 can 
stay competitive with adjoining school districts, reversing 
the exodus of quality teachers which began several years 
ago. In today’s economy, however, the funds just aren’t 
there. That is, making up for reductions in state funding 
and absorbing increased food and fuel costs have eaten up 
the excess reserves and other funds the district’s laudable 
cost cutting have been able to generate. Bottom line: The 
district must make another MLO request.

So, do we say “tighten your belt” or do we remember 
that, this year, the facts are different? I think the latter. 
District leadership has changed; and the new board and 
superintendent have taken dramatic steps to regain voter 
confidence. As a result, I believe that the district, its out-
standing professional staff, and the value it provides to 
the entire community—students, parents, property own-
ers and taxpayers—merit our confidence and support in 
considering this year’s request. So even in these unsettled 
economic times, please give D38 a priority among the 
various taxing entities on the ballot this year; dig deep; 
and vote YES on Issue 3C.
Russ Broshous

Message from a school board member
When I joined the District 38 school board last Novem-
ber, I was both nervous and overwhelmed. I had two main 
goals; restore the community’s confidence in the school 
board and establish fiscal responsibility. I found the oth-
ers on the board felt the same way I did.

We knew we had to cut the budget by a sizeable 
amount. Working with the administration, we cut the 
budget by 1.5 million ($400,000 from administration). 
The results were slightly larger classroom sizes. Unfortu-
nately our energy costs have gone up over $200,000. The 
district is feeling the same economic impacts as everyone 

Studio/Class Info:  www.yogapathwaysstudio.com
Raleigh 481-4137  or   Sue 660-7858   

Schedule for October 
Monday
1:00-2:30 pm       Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
6:00-7:15 pm       Beginning Yoga    Sue/Rebecca 
Tuesday
9:00-10:25 am     Level I-II Yoga          Raleigh 
10:35-noon          All Levels Yoga          Sue 
6:30-8:00 pm      All Levels Yoga          Sue
Wednesday
9:30-11:00 am      Level I Yoga             Raleigh 
5:30-6:45 pm      PM Yoga For All        Raleigh 
Thursday 
6:30-7:45 am       All Levels Yoga         Sue 
1:00-2:30 pm       Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
Friday 
9:00-10:30 am     All Levels Yoga          Sue 
10:45-noon          Level I-II Yoga          Raleigh 
Saturday        
9:15-10:45 am      All Levels Yoga          Sue 
Sunday   
7:00-8:30 pm     Sing4All Beg.10-26 Robin

Yoga Class Fees:
$13 drop-in, $10 with multi-class card

Yoga Pathways Studio 
325 2nd. St.  Suite W in the Monteverde Bldg.  Monument 

Sattvic Stuff 
  the yoga & healthy living shop  

Tue. & Fri. 10:30-1:30; Wed. 4-8; 
before & after classes Sharon 481-0599 

October Special Events 
Details at www.yogapathwaysstudio.com 

Introduction to Mindfulness Meditation 
Pat Tegler

4 Sundays beg. Oct 12  3:30-5 pm 
$85  must preregister   Raleigh 481-4137  

Sound Healing Circle
Leigh Ann Phillips 

Fri., Oct. 24   6:30-9:00 pm 
$35 if registered by Oct. 10,  $40 after 

Call Sue to register 660-7858 

Sing4All� weekly vocal practice  $10
beg. Oct. 26  Robin Kissinger  481-2846  

International Folkdancing with Raleigh
Thu. Oct 30   7-8:30 pm   $5 

Come experience the full benefits of 
yoga at Monument�s only yoga studio! 

Call Carolyn at 488-5776 
All Fitness Levels Welcome 

Why wait?
Pay only $50 

for the rest of this year when you register 
for January 2009 EFT (Easy Fitness Ticket).
Offer good through 10/31/08. New students only. 
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in the community. 
A little known fact is that District 38 receives the low-

est level of per-student state funding. This is controlled by 
the state and needs to be addressed. If we received the 
same as Boulder County, we would have more than $1.5 
million in additional funding. 

Another issue affecting the district is teacher com-
pensation. We are ranked around fourth in our area. Some 
teachers actually drive through higher-paying districts to 
get to work. I’m not suggesting we have the highest sala-
ries, just competitive. We have great teachers that deserve 
fair pay. 

After many hours of discussion, with community in-
volvement, we decided to allow the community to decide 
on a mill levy override (MLO). The board could have 
asked for up to $3.6 million, but chose only $2.7 million. 
We are not asking for a “blank check,” just a little help. 

If the MLO does not pass, we will need to cut next 
year’s budget by at least $1.5 million. You can choose to 
provide the school district a little more funding (under 
$15 a month for the average home in the area) or you can 
direct the school board to cut the budget. It’s your choice. 
Either way we will continue to trim the budget and try to 
spend your money wisely.

The important thing is that the community under-
stands what a Yes or No vote means. A Yes vote will help 
allow the district to maintain its current level of educa-
tional excellence and provide our teachers competitive 

wages. A No vote means the school board will be directed 
to cut the budget. Teachers and programs (to include 
athletics and arts), will be affected. Classroom sizes will 
continue to grow and, unfortunately, a few more students 
might slip through the cracks. 

Leading up to the election, you will hear many 
“Statements” about District 38 and the MLO. Some will 
be less accurate than others. I encourage you to get the 
facts and then decide. I will support this community 
whichever direction it decides to go this November. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, contact me 
at MPfoff@lewispalmer.org 
Mark Pfoff

Pass the MLO or 
face tough decisions

No one wants to spend more money than they have to 
on anything, and certainly not on taxes. But if we are 
realistic about the proposed District 38 mill levy override 
(MLO), we must see that this money has to be spent. The 
proposed $2.7 million MLO is the bare minimum the dis-
trict needs. If it fails, our district will begin going down a 
path of decline, and I believe turning back from that path 
would be nearly impossible.

The district lost some trust with residents several 
years ago, when the previous superintendent left, argu-
ments were taking place over the new high school’s loca-
tion, and the board seemed to want to operate free from 
public input or oversight. Fortunately, the new leader-
ship has worked very hard to turn things around. They 
have been meeting with community groups, laid bare 
district finances, and scoured the budget to make every 
reasonable cut possible. They cut $1.8 million, elimi-
nated a number of full-time positions, and implemented 
new student fees. 

District leaders have done all they can with the re-
sources they have to ensure that D-38 remains an excel-
lent school district with motivated teachers, a responsive 
and effective curriculum, and small classroom sizes. If 
we don’t pass the MLO, that will have to change. 

Colorado Springs and El Paso County are also deal-
ing with a budget crunch, and they’re asking, “Which 
services do you want to give up?” If the MLO fails, we 
will have to ask similar questions.

Are we willing to give up what we have? Are we 
willing to tell teachers that if they want good teaching 
conditions and reasonable salaries, they have to leave D-
38? Are we willing to tell our children they can get by 
with a substandard education? Are we willing to face the 
day when realtors tell buyers they’re better off looking 
elsewhere for a place to raise their kids?

I say absolutely not. 
Sue Ross

Monument mayor supports 
D-38 ballot measure

This last financial quarter has been devastating for all. 
News that the U.S. economy is in crisis—coupled with 
a barrage of political promises, constitutional amend-
ments, and local ballot issues—has all of our heads spin-
ning and looking for the light at the end of the tunnel. 
The only thing we look forward to is the future and what 
tomorrow may bring.

School District 38 has a proposal on the November 
ballot, Issue 3C, which asks voters to approve a $2.7 
million Mill Levy Override (MLO) to help fund current 

student programs and teacher salaries. As a community 
and group of Americans, we need to be responsible for the 
future of our children, nation, and economy. What better 
investment can there be but in the lives of today’s chil-
dren, who will become our political and business leaders 
tomorrow. 

District 38 has proven its fiduciary responsibility by 
cutting $1.8 million from the budget last year, $400,000 
of that for central administration, saving over $1 million 
in the construction of the new Palmer Ridge High School 
as well as future savings by the energy-efficient and en-
vironmentally sensitive building design. They also have 
a proven scholastic record as one of the top academic 
school districts in the state. 

We need to create our future today and support D-38 
by voting yes on Issue 3C.
Byron Glenn

Thanks to those who 
made Palmer Ridge possible

The new school year has begun for Lewis-Palmer, and 
Palmer Ridge High School opened on schedule. It is time 
to recognize and thank those that began this project in 
2006-07, setting the stage for the success we celebrate 
today. Thanks go to: 
• Superintendent Dave Dilley, for recommending 

an aggressive design/build schedule with strong 
financial controls and guaranteed maximum price 
built into the front end of the process.

• Ian Griffis, who provided valuable land acquisition 
and development expertise to D-38. His work with 
Mr. Dilley allowed for authentic conversations with 
local landowners willing to sell properties for fair 
market value.

• The Architect Selection Committee made up of 
community members, staff and board members for 
their recommendation of H+L Architecture. 

• The Design Advisory Group (Ray Blanch, Keith 
Jacobus, Hal Garland, Jim Carter, Tracy Lehman, 
Cheryl Wangeman, Dee Dee Eaton, Peggy Schreyer, 
George Shields, Peggy Ritchey, Sean O’Connor, 
David Bedia, Denee Child, Craig Ketels, Marie 
Haney, Deena Bennett, Terry Toppins, Donna Wood, 
Laura Brown, John Magerko and Eric Uribe) for 
providing ideas that H+L incorporated in the creation 
of the building.

• The 2006 Bond Campaign Committee (John 
Magerko, Deborah Goth, Leslie Lobban, Hugh 
Eaton, Steve Plank, Amy O’Dair, LouAnn Dekleva, 
Terry Casey (RSB Dain Rausher), who successfully 
passed the bond measure which made the project 
possible.

• Thanks to fellow board members LouAnn Dekleva, 
Steve Plank, Gail Wilson and Dee Dee Eaton for 
being there to move this important project from 
discussion to solution, even in the face of community 
opposition and criticism.

• Facility and Enrollment Committee members (Carl 
Hanssen, Karen Shuman, Deborah Goth, Marilynn 
Edwards, Jeffrey Bodily, Roy Graves, Jim Carter, 
Cheryl Wangeman, and David Goebel) , for working 
with Jeff Chamberlin and Fred Vosiepka of RLH 
Engineering. Their oversight ensured the project was 
on time, under budget, and bond dollars were spent 
on projects approved by voters. 

• PRHS Core Team of staff, committed to best practices 

The Blue Sage Merchant 
251 Front St #11-B, Historic Monument, 488-1822 

Mon � Fri 10:00 � 5:00 Sat 9:00 � 3:30 or by Appointment 
www.showcase.inkfrog.com/thebluesagemerchant 

8,000+ Positive Feedbacks 

We sell for YOU on the 
WORLD�S LARGEST auction site!

FREE eBay research! FREE professional photographs! 
EXPERIENCE you can count on! 

We do it all! Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 5 years!

Fall is here and our afternoon tea menu changes to 
include new treats to greet the new season.   

Our Harvest Afternoon Tea Menu is offered October 
1st through November 14th. The menu is posted 
on our website. Afternoon tea is served Tuesday 
through Saturday from 2 to 5 pm by reservation  
(3 days in advance):  call 481-8822 or  
email diane@wisdomteahouse.com. 

HarVest AfterNOON Tea 

CreaM Tea $10 per person and includes two  
scones with toppings and an unlimited  
pot of tea.   

TerritOrial Tea $18 per person and includes 
unlimited pot of tea, two kinds of scones with 
toppings, fruit, and sweets.   

esperaNza Tea $25 per person adds sandwiches 
and savories to the Territorial Tea menu.   

65 Second Street 
Monument, CO 80132 

Open Tue-Sat 9am-5pm 
719.481.8822 

www.wisdomteahouse.com 

Seating is limited for our Holiday Afternoon Tea – November 17 through 
December 30 - make your reservations soon.  We’ll be having live music on 
Saturday afternoons in December from 2 to 4 pm.  

Marce’s Collection &
Pacific-Rim Interiors
Come see what’s new!

Friday & Saturday,
Oct. 11th & 12th • 10-4

Marce is shopping now for 
your Holiday Surprises!

Now open the second weekend of 
the month, Friday & Saturday, 10-4.

755 Highway 105, Suite 1
Behind the West End Center

719.481.8766
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for a 21st-century curriculum and delivery model 
for students.

• And finally to our community for supporting a 
second high school in our District.

It was an honor to be a participant in such a magnificent 
project and is a joy to see students embracing PRHS as 
their own.

Many hands and minds touched this project. We, 
as a community, in a collaborative effort, were suc-
cessful.
Jes Raintree
Former D-38 president, 2004-08

Stranger’s generosity appreciated
As an active member of the Armed Forces (25-plus 
years), I wish to express my awe and humble thanks to 
a very generous and patriotic citizen whose identity is 
unknown to me. 

My son was enjoying his 10th birthday at a party 
we’d held for his classmates at Pinz Bowling Center in 
Palmer Lake this past week, and my wife had asked me 
to help oversee the group of excited 10-year-olds. To as-
sist in a timely way, I had to come straight from work, 
so I hadn’t had time to change from my duty uniform. 

As the party neared its conclusion amid balloons, 
pizza, and cake, the proprietor informed me that an in-
dividual had seen our group and, as a gesture of thanks 
for my service in the military, had paid for the entire 
party, including a tip for the service staff—a small 
fortune. 

Unfortunately, I wasn’t able to persuade the owner 
to reveal the identity of this individual, who had in-
sisted on anonymity and who I had every intention of 
reimbursing for his very unnecessary, but touching 
gesture.

While it is true that the military lifestyle involves 
family hardships, including, in my own case, a 2 1/2-
year family separation with only temporary visits back 
home, it has been my delight and my privilege to serve 
my country and the people of this great land. 

Many military folks have sacrificed much more 
than I have in my career; but I am one of thousands who 
have the privilege of wearing our country’s uniform, 

who hold ourselves to a higher standard in the nation’s 
defense, and who are gratified by the support from 
wonderful citizens such as this unknown benefactor. 

To sir, whoever you are: If you won’t let me re-
imburse you, know that you touched my family and 
me beyond my capacity to reciprocate, other than to 
recommit myself to sterling service on behalf of won-
derful citizens like you, so many others in the com-
munities of the Pikes Peak Region, and to the citizens 
and Constitution of this great land. We will always 
remember your kind gesture, and strive to be worthy 
of your sentiments. 
 C. K. Brooks 

� Children & Adult Eye Exams 
� Laser Vision Consultant 
� Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses 

We Match Faces  
and Frames! 

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D. Authorized Oakley Dealer 

Monument�s 
own Kaitlin 
Wada, avid 
snow-skier, 
aspiring 
cook and 
ballet 
dancer is 
frame-styled
to suit her 
very active 
lifestyle! 

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF$40 OFF
Comprehensive Eye Exam
Must present coupon when service is provided.

May exclude some insurance plans.  
Good through November 30, 2008.

488-9595
In Monument

Behind Taco Bell

www.premiervision.com 

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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Now in 
our new 
office!
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Understated elegance in this wonderful home on 2.5 wooded acres. Light and 
bright with a stunning 2-story great room. Remodeled lower level with large 
rec room. Clean radiant heat. Drive-through garage. Over 5,900 sq. ft.

Enjoy Colorado on one of the many decks of this exceptional home amid 
towering pines with Peak and AFA views. Large rooms. Expansive granite 
kitchen. Many amenities including hot tub and fire pit. Over 5,400 sq. ft.

New custom home with great views of the Peak and Front Range. 2.5 acres 
off Hodgen Road. Dream kitchen with Viking and Subzero appliances and 
granite throughout. Air conditioning. 4-car garage. Over 5,100 sq. ft.

$769,000

$845,000

$839,000
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                                    5�8  PM

US Air Force Academy 
Blue and Silver Club 
                 

 Tickets $50 pp  
 on sale now 

Tri-Lakes
 Women�s Club
877-230-6288 or  
trilakeswineandroses@yahoo.com

 Also at  these locations: 
 Covered Treasures

2nd and Washington,  Monument 
The Wine Seller
Hwy 105 btw Monument and Palmer Lake 
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10% OFF! 
With this ad. Good thru 

10/31/08. Not valid 
with other offers.

Connie Jordan
Certified Brain Integration & 
Body Alignment Practitioner

cgjordan@brainandbodyworks.com

www.brainandbodyworks.com

17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, CO  80132

719-488-0378 home
719-243-0499 cell   719-488-1922 fax

Brain & Body 
Works
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By the staff at Covered Treasures 
If you need more information before you step into the vot-
ing booth, there are numerous books on the candidates. If 
you’ve already made your choice, it’s a good time to learn 
more about the political process and the future of our 
country as seen through the eyes of those on the inside.

Presidential Elections and Other Cool Facts
By Syl Sobel, J.D. (Barron’s) $6.95
Young readers can learn about unusual presidential elec-
tions and find answers to many election questions, such 
as: Who can run for president? Who can vote? What is the 
Electoral College? What is a third-party candidate? What 
if something happens to the president? The book includes 
a list of presidents and a glossary of election terms.

Worth the Fighting For
By John McCain with Mark Salter (Random House) $14.95
After 5 1/2 years as a prisoner of war in Vietnam, naval 
aviator John McCain returned home a changed man. 
Regaining his health, he resumed his military career, 
commanding carrier pilots and serving as the Navy’s 
liaison to the United States Senate. From there to his 
election to the U.S. House and eventually the Senate, 
this is the story of McCain’s American odyssey, and the 
values he learned from an intriguing array of heroes.

The Audacity of Hope
By Barack Obama (Three Rivers Press) $14.95
The Audacity of Hope is Barack Obama’s call for a new 
kind of politics—a politics that builds upon those shared 
understandings that pull us together as Americans. 
Obama describes his vision of America’s place in the 
world, his family life and his time in the Senate. He sets 
out his political convictions and encourages us to trust in 
the dogged optimism that has long defined us and that is 
our best hope for the future.

Sarah: How a Hockey Mom Turned Alaska’s Political 
Establishment Upside Down 
By Kaylene Johnson (Tyndale Publishing) $15.95
Sarah Palin, a tough former small-town mayor, became 
a long-shot candidate for Alaska governor by demanding 
a higher ethical standard in state government. Surpris-
ing everyone, she won the general election to become 
Alaska’s first female chief executive, and is now the 
Republican vice-presidential nominee. The notion that 
people could take government back into their own hands 
renewed the author’s faith in the democratic process. In 
describing how Palin upset the good old boys network, 
Johnson offers a brief character sketch of a fascinating 
woman.

Promises to Keep: On Life and Politics
By Sen. Joseph Biden (Random House) $15
Democratic vice-presidential nominee Joseph Biden, a 

U.S. senator from Delaware since 1973, has been an inti-
mate witness to the major events of the past four decades 
and a leader in trying to shape recent American history. 
This is the story of a man who overcame personal chal-
lenges and tragedy to become one of the nation’s most 
powerful and influential voices on foreign relations, ter-
rorism, drug policy and crime prevention. It is also an 
intimate series of reflections from a public servant who 
refuses to be cynical about political leadership. 

America: Our Next Chapter
By Chuck Hagel with Peter Kaminsky (Harper Collins) 
$25.95
Nebraska’s senior senator asks tough questions and deliv-
ers straight answers to America’s most pressing problems, 
in domestic and foreign policy issues. Basing his sugges-
tions on thorough research and careful thought, as well as 
on personal insight from his years as a political insider, 
successful businessman and decorated war hero, Hagel 
offers meaningful proposals that can guide America back 
onto the right path. The book is a serious, honest, and, 
ultimately, optimistic look at our nation’s future.

A Time to Fight
By Jim Webb (Broadway Books) $24.95
Jim Webb—the best-selling author and now the celebrat-
ed outspoken U.S. senator from Virginia—presents a 
clear-eyed, hard-hitting plan of attack for putting govern-
ment to work for the people, rather than for special inter-
ests, and for restoring the country’s standing around the 
world. A Time to Fight provides specific viable ideas for 
restoring fairness to our economic system, correcting the 
direction of national security efforts, ending American’s 
military occupation of Iraq, and developing greater gov-
ernment accountability.

Becoming an informed citizen can be enlightening, and 
even enjoyable, with all the available books to choose 
from. Until next month, happy reading!

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Ready, Set, Vote!

A properly maintained vehicle 
can save FUEL and $$$!

Call for an appointment today

488-6729

Quality IMPORT Service
707 County Line Road, Palmer Lake

$3 OFF Oil Change
$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 10/31/08
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Don�t get left out
in the cold!

Schedule a Winterization 
for your RV today!

We can do most repairs on-site, carry a very large 
inventory, and work with most extended 
warranties! 
Some of our services:
� Pre-trip/Pre-purchase 

inspections 

� Parts & Accessories 

� Appliances � Fridges, Furnaces, 
Water Heaters, A/Cs, Hydronic 

� Satellites, AV/Plumbing 

� AC & DC Power, Solar, LP 

� Awnings, Vents, Roofs 

� Trailer Brakes & Lighting 
       And much more�

TurbosRV.com 

(719) 487-9119 
Certified & Insured
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 By Woody Woodworth
It’s time to start thinking about transitioning your pots 
and gardens into a new season. Before you begin, it’s the 
perfect opportunity to evaluate what performed great, 
and what were the duds. 

When spring comes, you may be convinced that 
you’ll remember what you planted last year, and what 
did well, but I think when spring excitement starts, most 
people forget what was going on in the garden two sea-
sons ago. 

If you have a camera, take some pictures of your 
containers, your annual beds, and your perennials. If you 
know the names of the plants and want to track them on 
a spreadsheet, I can show you how to make a simple in-
ventory spreadsheet where you can keep notes. You’ll be 
amazed at how much time you’ll save next year by filling 
it out. 

It all starts by naming the flower in column one, then 
a brief description in the next column. The location is im-
portant, so we added that. Then rate it by using a number 
0 for worst and 5 as best. Add brief comments in another 
column and then ask yourself if you would use that plant 
again. The best way to remember the plant is through a 
picture. Use a photo editing program to ensure the picture 
will fit.

Put flowers that bloom at different times in your gar-
den to enjoy color all season long. The late bloomers are 
the showstoppers this time of year: rudbeckia (black-eyed 
Susan), echinacea (purple coneflower), aster, ornamental 
grass plumes, penstemen, and garden mums. Statistics 
show that 68 percent of gardeners put mums in pots and 
27 percent put them in the ground. The other 5 percent 

use them as a table decoration and throw them on the 
compost pile when they’re finished blooming.

Want flowers in early spring? Try planting bulbs. 
The biggest challenge for home gardeners seems to be in 
remembering to plant them in fall so they’ll bloom the fol-
lowing spring. When it comes to accenting gardens with 
bulbs, more is always more. Don’t skimp! And for some 
unknown reason, many gardeners become regimented 
when they plant bulbs, arranging them in precise lines 
and grids. If you don’t want your garden to look like a dis-
play in a municipal garden, gently throw the bulbs on the 
ground and plant them where they lie. Random clumps 
and drifts suit bulbs well, resulting in a natural-looking 
garden. 

As far as planting depth is concerned, here are the 
general rules: Plant large bulbs at a depth about twice the 
height of the bulb; plant small bulbs slightly deeper than 
twice their height. In regions with extremely cold winters 
like Monument, plant them a little deeper than normal. 
After planting, lightly apply a complete, dry fertilizer 
over the bed. Use a fertilizer low in nitrogen and high 
in phosphate. Bone meal has a 0-10-0 formula and super 
phosphate has a 0-18-0, and both are perfect for bulbs. 

Once the bulbs are planted and fertilized, thoroughly wa-
ter the bed to settle the soil. Cover the bed with a 1-inch 
layer of organic mulch to deter future weeds and improve 
the soil.

Now is a good time to fertilize your spring-flowering 
shrubs such as lilacs, forsythia and quince. Sprinkle su-
per phosphate around the base of the shrubs or flowering 
crab trees, water it in and watch the blooms explode in 
the spring. You will drastically increase your blooms by 
applying fertilizer now.

Woody Woodworth owns 
High Country Home and Garden

High Country Highlights

More fall gardening tips

Plant Name Description Location Rating Comments Use again? Picture
maybePetunia

Raspberry
Splash

Garden Inventory

Two-tone
pinkish flower

Front porch 3 Went out of 
bloom early –

need to 
fertilize more

� Dept. 56 
Villages & 
Accessories

� Jim Shore 
Collectibles

� German 
Nutcrackers

� Munro
Fairies & 
Angels

� Mark Roberts 
Fairies

� Krinkles 
Ornaments

� Clearance 
Sales!

Open Mon.-Sat. 
10 am - 5 pm

183 Washington Street, Monument

Fantasies! 

TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

New semi-custom home with attached RV garage on 
2.7 acres in Cherry Creek Crossing. Great room floor 
plan with 4 bedrooms and 4 baths. Kitchen with 
granite counters and alder cabinets. Finished walkout 
lower level. Huge 45' covered Trex deck. Total 4,371 
square feet. 17595 Cherry Stage Road. $629,000.

Nancy Denton 
Chartercraft Homes, Inc  
(719) 481-9706 or (719) 499-9984

SHOP CONSIGNMENT 
It�s Smart, It�s Savvy, It�s Green 
Add upscale fashions to your wardrobe 

Save up to 80% on select items 

Located in the Monument Plaza 
behind Rosie�s Diner 

ATTENTION TEENS  
START YOUR OWN ACCOUNT 

 We need young contemporary fashions 
Call for an appointment today 

719-484-0300 
Check our website for more details 

www.twotimers.net
�Where Quality and Price Count� 

Two Timers 
                Fine Consign 
          Women�s, Children�s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 
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Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Burrowing owl

By Elizabeth Hacker
On Sept. 22 the fall equinox equalized the hours between 
the night and day. As the night of ghoulish terror (Hal-
loween) approaches, the days give way to longer nights. 
Owls are the ultimate creature of the night. Most owls are 
nocturnal hunters with big eyes. Colorado’s most com-
mon owl is the sizable great horned, aptly named for the 
ornamental tufts of feathers that appear as horns on top 
of its head. Many Monument residents were fortunate to 
see a family of great horned owls nesting at Home Depot 
this past summer. It was truly a remarkable experience 
for those of us who witnessed it.

Unlike the gargantuan great horned, the pint-size 
burrowing owl is diurnal, that is, it hunts during the day 
and at night, which is unusual for most owl species. It 
averages 9 inches in height with a wingspan of 21 inches 
and is one of the smallest owls. The burrowing owl has a 
rounded head and lacks the ear tufts of the more familiar 
woodland owls. Its face is accented with bright yellow 
eyes, a distinctive eye ridge, and a white chin. Its long 
legs give this owl an appearance uncharacteristic of other 
owls. Long legs allow this ground-dwelling owl to see 
its prey and watch for predators. It’s amusing to watch 
the burrowing owl hop and run on the ground chasing a 
grasshopper trying to escape its powerful talons. 

True to its name, the burrowing owl lives and nests in 
holes in the ground. Imagine my surprise when I saw an 
owl spring out of a prairie dog hole this past spring. While 
it is entirely capable of digging its own burrow, similar to 
other owls, the burrowing owl is an opportunist and tends 
to favor the pre-engineered holes of prairie dogs or other 
burrowing animals. During the day, owls stand erect at 
the mouth of a burrow. Often burrow openings are lined 
with cow dung to attract beetles, a nutritional source of 
food. Because a burrowing owl must eat half its weight 

each day, a nearby food source is important. 
The burrowing owl is found on short-grass prairies 

or in deserts with wide-open spaces more typical of the 
Western United States. It migrates from Mexico and 
the Gulf Coast states as far north as Canada, where it 
nests in early spring. In April, while birding near the 
Big Johnson Reservoir south of Colorado Springs, I ob-
served a colony of nesting burrowing owls. Other bird-
ers estimated as many as 50 owls and were surprised to 
see them at this location, so I assume burrowing owls 
are not commonly found here. 

We first spotted them with a powerful scope at a 
great distance. Once the owls spotted us birders, they 
began bobbing their heads in unison and chattering as 
if to warn us to stay away. Once we intruded into their 
comfort zone, the owls disappeared into prairie dog 
holes. Oddly, the prairie dogs still occupied many of 
the burrows. Reportedly, burrowing owls live as single 
breeding pairs or in loose colonies consisting of two or 
more families so the large number of them at Big John-
son may have been two or three nesting families. 

In early March, breeding females will lay 6 to 20 
eggs during a one- or two-week period. Eggs are incu-
bated from 21 to 28 days. At hatching, young owls are 
covered with white downy feathers. Most birds of prey 
are born with opened eyes, but owls are born with closed 
eyes. 

The chicks emerge from the burrow at around 2 
weeks, and at 4 weeks of age the chicks will be the same 
size as the adult but will still have downy feathers mixed 
in with flight feathers. The chicks begin to test their 
wings in the following weeks but don’t actually fly until 6 
weeks. At 12 weeks, the fledglings leave the burrow and 
hunt on their own until the colony begins its southerly 
migration, which may take several weeks. 

Rather than following the straight-lined flight pattern 
of many migratory birds, the burrowing owl typically un-
dulates as if dodging invisible obstacles, which slows its 
forward momentum. This flight pattern may have evolved 
as a way to avoid the clutches of faster swooping raptors 
such as the falcons, hawks, and eagles. 

Predators include snakes, raccoons, skunks, hawks, 
eagles, and domestic cats and dogs. Mowing and clearing 
large areas for development have also had a dire effect on 
burrowing owl habitat.

Sadly, these odd-looking long-legged owls are de-
clining at an alarming rate. The burrowing owl is one of 
only 11 species of birds identified for joint protection by 
an international environmental agreement by the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico. It is listed as endangered in 
Canada and threatened in Mexico. In the United States, 
after completing a formal review of the population status 
of this species, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service clas-
sified the burrowing owl as a “Species of Conservation 
Concern.”
Elizabeth Hacker is an artist in the Tri-Lakes area. Her 
bird prints are available at the gift shop in the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts in Palmer Lake, with proceeds ben-

efiting habitat preservation. Contact her at www.elizabe
thhackerart.com with your questions and bird stories.

Drawing of burrowing owls by Elizabeth Hacker. A color 
version is posted at www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v8n10bird.htm.

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Paul Cardon           Dr. Bud Gerathy

MURALS AND MORE 
Art For Your Walls 

All styles of hand-painted murals 
Faux � Glazing � Furniture 

www.GlenGallery.net  
Cindy 491-1074

Cleaning Services 
Homes � Move Outs � Move Ins 
Weekly � Bi-Weekly � Monthly 

Free Estimates � Local References
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area for 12 Years

495-1798
Rocky Forry                      Sharon Forry 
Pager 386-1814              Pager 386-9117 

Because we�re not NEW,
we know what to DO!

Scott Ahlers 
Raspberry Mountain 

Real Estate, Inc.

719-459-8689

Beautiful home on 5 acres in Elk Creek Ranches. Major updates 
include newer roof, furnace, windows, stucco, paint, garage door 
and lighting. Over 3200 square feet with 4 bedrooms and 3 
bathrooms. Open floor plan with spacious kitchen and formal dining 
room. Enjoy the gorgeous mountain views and open space that 
surround this immaculate home. $349,900.
MLS # 507256 

Roller Coaster 
Veterinary Clinic 

Serving the Colorado Front Range Area Since 1984 
Member of the Assoc. of Avian Veterinarians

Dr. Marty Kuhn, DVM 
Specializing in avian, exotic and small animals 

VERY REASONABLE RATES 

$5.00 OFF first visit 
Hours by appt. 719-488-3018 

16755 Roller Coaster Road

Gleneagle Nail & Skin Care 
Acrylic � Fiberglass � Manicure � Pedicure 
Silk � Gel � Airbrush � Walk-ins Welcome

487-1424
Monday - Saturday 9-7 

Gleneagle Square, 13788 Gleneagle Drive

Manicure
Pedicure  

$30! (Reg. $35)
With coupon. Good through 9/30/08.

Horse Boarding 
12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay & 

grain. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter.
Call Rick at 481-6660

Shari Blake Pet Services
Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593
CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY
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Art Matters

Is the art market world unfair?
By Janet Sellers

Is being rich unfair? Not to the ones who enjoy it. Is buy-
ing low in the undervalued stock market unfair? Not to 
buyers like Warren Buffet. He recently bought a whop-
ping share of undervalued Goldman Sachs when most in-
vestors were running away. He expects it to go up again. 
A lot. But then, he does that, a lot. He does what he calls 
“Snowballing” with money. He even has a book coming 
out soon with that title. Seeing as how he is the richest 
man on our planet, he may have something there.

Is the art market world unfair? It is, according to the 
highest-paid living artist, Damien Hirst of the United 
Kingdom. Hirst recently shunned the gallery world and 
set up sales with auctions at none other than the great 
Sotheby’s in London. The London Times recently re-
ported, “… the artist’s manager Frank Dunphy said Hirst 
was worth $1 billion and the ‘biggest dollar earner in the 
history of art.’’’ This power move will also have a trickle-
down effect worldwide—even in our town—on art mar-
kets and how sales are carried out. This time, it will be in 
favor of the artists. Sotheby’s will not even be taking a fee 
for this auction.

In autumn, the beginning of the art world’s “big sales 
time” of the year, Hirst decided to wake up the art market 
(some have said “shake up”) by going to the auction house 
and not a commercial gallery. So go the reports of ArtTac-
tics’ Art Market Confidence Indicator (yes, it’s real, and 
they are the first to publish one for this huge commodity 
cache), which have been available since 2005. Their pool 
of art pros is modeled after the CEO confidence survey 
that has been around since 1976 and is used as a marker 
for providing insight into the otherwise invisible forces 
upon the art market.

Hirst says, “Artists are traditionally afraid of money, 
which is a bad thing. They can be drip-fed cash for booze 
and gambling and in the background you can cream 
millions off them, because they’re stupid sometimes.’’ 
Bloomberg’s (the financial news platform ) Scott Reyburn 
reports that, “Hirst, a teetotaler who never gambles, said 
that he nonetheless admired the work of artists such as 
Francis Bacon, Van Gogh and Chaim Soutine who ‘didn’t 

want to deal’ with money.” Hirst knew and appreciated 
Bacon when Hirst was a student. He bolted right past Ba-
con on his way to his goals: art and money. 

Old myths abound that if an artist is interested in 
commercial value, the art is not good. Some would go so 
far as to say that artists think having money contaminates 
their art, their purity. I disagree. Money and commerce 
are vital to survival of the artist and thereby the art mar-
ket. I think that myth has been perpetrated by the unin-
formed following a word spin for the greedy and short-
sighted. In fact, the gallery practice of taking 50 percent 
of the purchase price would be considered extortionate in 
any other business. 

The art market world trades in the billions of dollars 
per year. Chinese ceramics are historically stronger on the 
art market compared to, say, gold on the gold market. It 
is not a regulated market, but it still goes on swimmingly. 
ArtTactics’ Art Market Confidence Indicator studies and 
then reports on the flow of art interest that cash follows. 
The tides of cash may flow in and out, but the financial 
waters remain in upward movement and improvement. 
The art pros plan it that way. Their job is to keep their 
wealth—and grow it— as they move it around. 

For many of us, it is a wonder that art fetches such 
amazing differences in prices. While some believe that 
money is hard won, the truth is that wisdom and under-
standing are even harder. Just ask Warren Buffet; he com-
bines both and wins big. Art also requires both to make, 
sell, and collect. It is the last, unregulated commodity of 
financial import. 

With Hirst out front fanning the flames of change, 
it looks like artists are finally opening up to taking great 
interest in their money as well as their art. Hirst has al-
ways planned for his success, and then acted on his plans. 
I can go for that. If Buffett’s wealth planning secrets can 
snowball 2 cents and turn it into $62 billion, then I’ll take 
my 2 cents and snowball it, too. We have tons of snow 
here in our town!

It is interesting to note that when the economy is 
“down,” local artists’ offerings are “up.” More art is avail-
able at this time, so it could be an optimal time to buy it. 

Speaking of going for it, here are some news bits on recent 
and ongoing artist-created events in our area:

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts
The Pike’s Peak Watercolor Society annual fall show 
opened here on Sept. 12 for the members. This group 
began in 1997 from a small group of 10 artists to a blos-
soming society of 100 members (50 signature members 
and 50 associate members) all through the ins and outs of 
the boom, bust, and boom of the “markets” of the Pikes 
Peak area in the past decade. Artists become signature 
members through a juried selection process that evaluates 
the artist’s work and a qualified exhibition record.

The Whitfield duo, Paul and Rebecca, had their first-
ever co-venue exhibition the same night at TLCA. Paul is 
an artist with photography, using the “pin-hole” camera. 
This is one of my absolute favorites of the photographic 
arts. Because there is no lens, the images are created in 
a slow speed, soft focus method that looks very dream-
like when developed. Paul has taught many workshops 
on building pinhole cameras and photography techniques 
in Arkansas. I hope he will offer some here in Tri-Lakes 
soon. Rebecca has been working with and exhibiting her 
abstract paintings since graduate school, with “childhood 
as the origin and stimulus for my paintings.” Among her 
awards is the Arkansas Governor’s award as the Arkansas 
Artist of the Year. 

2008 Art Hops are over
The last of the Monument Art Hops happened in Sep-
tember, but the galleries and art shops all over town have 
some fun plans for the fall and winter seasons as well. 
They have told us to stay tuned as they plan this next ex-
citing art season in our town.

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter, sculp-
tor and writer working in the mediums of canvas, 

concrete/mixed media and paper. Her work supports 
natural habitat for rural and urban wild (and human) 
life. Her sculptures in Colorado celebrate the power 
of nature and the importance of water conservation: 

www.janetsellers.org

Pinhole photographer Paul Douglas Whitfield and mixed media painter Rebecca 
Warvin Whitfield are shown with two of their works from the TLCA art exhibit, A 
Marriage of Contrasts. Photo by David Futey.

Landscape and wedding photographer Ray McCoy (www.lifelongphotography.c
om) displays some of his works at the Covered Treasures Bookstore during the 
last Art Hop of the season Sept. 18. Photo by David Cruz.
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YTM*

Yield to 
Maturity 

due 
1/15/2012

Goldman Sachs Corp

What interest rate do you earn?
• Rated AA- by Standard and Poor’s
• Semi-Annual Interest
• Non-callable

*Yield effective as of 9/18/2008, subject to availability and price change.
Yield and market value will fluctuate if sold prior to maturity

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC
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By David Futey
On Sept. 6, Rebecca Folsom provided 
the patrons of the Tri-Lakes Center for 
the Arts with a vocal workshop and an 
evening musical performance that dem-
onstrated her vocal range. During the day, 
Folsom offered The Art of Vocal Freedom 
workshop to the four attendees of the ses-
sion. 
A key point Folsom made to the attendees 
was learning how to use the whole body 
and enable your voice to flow through it. 
To demonstrate this, she led the attendees 
through a variety of physical and vocal 
exercises to wake up different parts of the 
body and show how voice can be gener-
ated beyond the diaphragm.

In the evening, Folsom, who was ac-
companied by Liz Barnez in this acoustic 
performance, showed a vocal range dem-
onstrating the value of those exercises. 
During Folsom’s performance, her musi-
cal influences of Carole King, Joni Mitch-
ell, and Janis Joplin were readily apparent 
to those in attendance. Folsom’s songwrit-
ing was also on display as she and Barnez 
went through a list of songs authored by 

each. 
Folsom’s musical career started while 

in elementary school as she performed in 
school musicals and eventually competed 
for Star Search. After a few years away 
from music, she picked up her career in 
1991 and has since performed regularly 
at clubs, festivals, and in concert at a va-
riety of venues. Besides performing these 
acoustic sets, Folsom also incorporates a 
five-piece band on stage in the recording 
studio. Their latest effort, Water on Stone, 
became available in the spring 2008. Be-
sides songwriting and performing, Folsom 
is also a painter, earning a Master of Fine 
Arts degree in painting, and has also re-
leased two books of her poetry. The books 
are titled Silver and Your Life is a Master-
piece. Folsom read poems from the latter 
during her TLCA performance. 

**********
Information about Folsom can be found 
at www.rebeccafolsom.com. Informa-
tion on upcoming events at the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts can be found at 
www.trilakesarts.org

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, September 6

Rebecca Folsom performs and instructs at arts center

(L-R) Liz Barnez accompanies Rebecca Folsom during their September 6 
performance at the TLCA. Photo by David Futey.

During her Art of Vocal Freedom workshop, Rebecca Folsom, back to the camera, leads (L-
R) Bob Henderson, Eva Alabaugh, Kelly Feeley, and Christine Kelly in a vocal exercise at the 
TLCA. Photo by David Futey.
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Start a conversation 
to change 
our future.

Demand for electricity in Ameri-
ca is growing. It is estimated we 
will need 30% more electricity 
by 2030. 

The challenge before Congress: 
Balancing electricity needs and 
environmental goals. 

We need to ask our legislators: 
How much is all this going to 
increase my electric bill and 
what will you do to make it 
affordable.

Start a conversation with your 
Representatives by going to 
MVEA�s web site at www.mvea.
coop and clicking on the 
�Our Energy. Our Future� link.

Americans deserve to know 
the impact any legislation will 
have on their family budget. By 
working
together we can Þ nd the right 
solutions, the right balance.

Strong Schools=Strong Community! 
Pass the D-38 Mill Levy Override 

Paid for by Citizens for a Better Community 
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Monument School  
of Fine Arts 

Art Classes for All Ages 

Enroll Now!
Oct./Nov. Art Workshops 

Sunday afternoon specials 
Adult Class Studio/Plein Air�$35 

Results guaranteed! 
Call Janet at 488-8280
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By David Futey
The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) version of 
Oktoberfest had food, music, and then some to create 
a festive occasion for the more than 80 attendees. This 
is the second time the TLCA has held this fundraising 
event. Those who attended on Sept. 27 were treated to 
bratwurst, potato salad, sauerkraut, soft pretzels, and an 
array of desserts. 

The Continentals entertained the assembled with a 
variety of polka and Oktoberfest music, which included 
favorites such as “Chicken Dance,” and many took ad-
vantage of the floor space to dance a polka or two. The 
feel of the evening was almost like that of a wedding 
reception without the bride and groom. 

Oktoberfest attendees were offered a change-of-
pace activity during the evening to help out a good 
cause. Richard Hart, TLCA resident pottery instructor, 
provided those interested with an opportunity to throw 
a bowl and create pottery to be fired and made available 
for the Empty Bowl fundraiser on Oct. 15 at Palmer Lake 
High School. Under Hart’s and other TLCA artists’ in-
struction, a number of attendees learned how to make a 
bowl from a ball of clay, from centering the clay on the 
wheel to finishing off the edging and removing the work 
from the wheel. 

As those in attendance that evening along with oth-
ers who have recently visited the TLCA can attest, steady 
progress is being made on capital improvements to the 
building. Readily noticeable this evening was the new 
front and back entry ways and window replacements. 
However, the capital campaign is still short on funds 
necessary to complete the overall project and thus the 
TLCA continues to seek the community’s support of the 
campaign. In particular, funds are still needed to stucco 
the exterior of the building and to resurface the main 
parking lot. 

**********
Information regarding the TLCA, its upcoming events 
and how to support the capital campaign can be found at 
www.trilakesarts.org.

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, September 27

Oktoberfest serves bratwurst and, yes, polkas

By David Futey
Elaine Teevens, owner of The Bead Corner and Front 
Range Jewelry, had an idea that has come to offer op-
portunity and income for individuals with developmental 
disabilities in the Tri-Lakes and Colorado Springs areas 
who have an artistic interest. While working with special-
needs students at Lewis-Palmer High School, Teevens 
noticed that there was neither a program nor readily avail-
able employment for those students once they transitioned 
out of the high school support program. 

After researching for models in line with her idea, 
such as a weaver studio in Colorado Springs that em-
ploys developmentally disabled individuals, Teevens 
approached the Carmel Community Living Corp. 
(www.carmelcorp.com) about partnering on a program. 
Carmel provides “services to adults and children who 
have developmental disabilities.” 

The partnership has resulted in the nonprofit organi-
zation Creations Unlimited that produces jewelry and soy 
candles made by workers with developmental disabilities. 
Carmel provides the work force and Teevens provides the 
work environment and materials. 

To date Creations Unlimited has sold over $5,000 in 
products since its inception in April. After paying for ma-
terials, salaries, and other expenses, the remainder is sent 
to Carmel to support its programs. 

The benefits to those working for Creations Unlim-
ited are many. They learn job skills and responsibilities 
while working their four-hour shifts, receive industry-rate 
pay for piece work, earning $20 or more per shift, build 
a sense of pride in producing their creations, and, once 
proficient, have the opportunity to design the jewelry with 
the selection of bead colors and patterns. Staff from Car-
mel and Teevens’ store, who have expertise in working 

with the developmentally disabled, assist the workers in 
the creation process. For example, Mary Brannaman, who 
volunteers at The Bead Corner and is also an employee 
with Carmel, assists the program participants with finish-
ing the jewelry.

The jewelry is sold under the Creations Unlimited 
brand at The Bead Shop, located on Front Street in Monu-
ment, and other locations in the area. The works can be 
seen at The Bead Shop’s grand opening on Oct. 18 from 
1 to 7 p.m. 

An artistic outlet for those with 
developmental disabilities

Mary Brannaman (standing left) assists workers in 
the Creations Unlimited program in bead selection 
and finishing off their creations. Photo by David 
Futey.

Dancers young and old polkaed to the sounds of the 
Continentals at the TLCA Oktoberfest celebration 
on September 27. Photo by David Futey.

Richard Hart (seated), TLCA Resident Pottery 
Instructor, demonstrates the process of making a 
bowl from a ball of clay to (L-R) Mike Rutkowski, 
Linda Hoover, and Rich Smoski during the 
TLCA’s Oktoberfest celebration. The bowls made 
that evening will be donated to the Empty Bowl 
fundraiser. Photo by David Futey.

Adult Painting Classes 
Beginning the week of October 6
Paint with Acrylic or Watercolor 

All Experience Levels � Ages 16 to Adult 
Offering Daytime & Evening Groups 

�Open Studio Thursdays� � call ahead 
Mixed Media & Collage Workshops, Nov 6 & 22 
Call for details & to enroll now. Space is limited. 

DeWeese Studios 
Sharon DeWeese, fine artist & instructor

The Candy Box �n Gallery, 135 2nd St, Monument
481-3720

Mention this ad for the first class FREE  
when registering with a friend!

The Candy Box �n Gallery 
The sweetest gallery in town!  

135 2nd St., Monument ~ 481-3720 
Mention this ad for 20% OFF  
gourmet fudge during October!

� Handmade Gourmet 
Fudge 

� Michelle Chocolate 
Handmade Truffles  

� Imported Licorice 
� Sponge Candy 

� Enstrom�s Almond 
Toffee 

� Local Honey 
� Hammond�s Hand-

made Holiday  
Favorites

October Fudge Sale!

Hypnosis Works!!

Group sessions for October forming now. 
Reserve your seat today! 

CALL (719) 930-3542 TODAY 

www.harmonythroughhypnosis.com 
Marti Liebowitz, Certified Hypnotherapist 

Hypnosis Works!!

Group sessions for September forming now. 

Limited space available - Reserve your seat 
today!

CALL (719) 930-3542 TODAY 

Marti Liebowitz, CH  
Harmony Through Hypnosis, LLC 

Hypnosis Works!!

Group sessions for September forming now. 

Limited space available - Reserve your seat 
today!

CALL (719) 930-3542 TODAY 

Marti Liebowitz, CH  
Harmony Through Hypnosis, LLC 

15% OFF your first 
service with  

Cathy Thompson 
Specializing in 
barber cuts, 
women's 
haircuts, and 
curly hair. 

In the Woodmoor Center 
1780 Lake Woodmoor Drive 

719-488-9449
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Snapshots of Our Community 

Sailing on Monument Lake, Sept. 1

Chili Cookoff, September 13

Paul Fisher and his family spent two days of the Labor day weekend sailing a 
catamarand on Monument Lake. Photo by Colton Fisher..

Shawn Morris, owner of La Casa Fiesta restaurant at the Chili Cookoff Sept. 13. 
The event is in its 4th year and attracted more than 100 people. Photo by David 
Cruz. 

Woody and Cathy Woodworth, who founded the event are still winning awards in 
this year’s event, which is now sponsored by the Historic Monument Merchants 
Association. Photo by Jim Kendrick.

More than 80 CreekSide Middle School students wearing tie-dyed t-shirts walked 
from the trailhead on Baptist Road to Palmer Lake. Students dedicated funds 

raised at the event to the Nancy Fritzsche memorial 
scholarship fund. Fritzsche was a counseling 
secretary at Lewis-Palmer High School and was an 
integral part of the daily lives of hundreds of students 
each year. She passed away suddenly at the start of 
the school year this fall. Photo by David Cruz.

Tie-Dyed walk, Sept. 26

Home Sweet Home 
Pampered Pet Care 

           Tri-Lakes Area
Animal sitting in your home. 

No need to stress your furkid by sending it 
off to the kennel. Let us take care of your 

friend in familiar surroundings - home sweet 
home. Walks, play time, love, and care.  

Caring for dogs, cats, horses, 
exotic pets, etc. 

Call Kathi at 487-8830 
or 659-0298.
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For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Monument Painting
Interior ~ Exterior 

       All size jobs 
Competitive rates 

Call Phil at 484 0478

Precor Treadmill For Sale 
Low mileage, excellent condition!

Call 487-0396.
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By Harriet Halbig
With the arrival of September, the library 
returned to its function of assisting with 
school projects and home schooling.

Many patrons carrying book lists and 
assignments are seen in the library, seek-
ing information on specific subjects and 
placing holds on resources. High school 
civics students are volunteering their time 
to fulfill a class obligation.

One special event during the month 
was the American Girl Tea held at the 
Palmer Lake Town Hall on Sept. 20. 
American Girl is a line of dolls represent-
ing different times in history. Each doll is 
supported by a series of books describing 
life in her time. The doll featured this year 
is Kit Kittredge, who lived during the De-
pression era. 

Girls who attended the tea were en-
couraged to dress up and bring their dolls. 
The event was so popular that a second 
seating was required, involving over 
100 girls and moms. Refreshments were 
served, and there was a fashion show mod-
erated by Library Specialist Jodi Brown of 
Grace Best Elementary. Jodi was formerly 
the children’s specialist at the Monument 

and Palmer Lake Branch libraries.
On Sept. 21, All Pikes Peak Reads be-

gan for the year. All Pikes Peak Reads is 
a community-wide program that features 
specific titles. The community is encour-
aged to check out and read these books, 
and related events support the effort. This 
year’s titles for adults are The Grapes of 
Wrath, The Worst Hard Time, and Ob-
scene in the Extreme. All books are about 
the Dust Bowl era of the 1930s. 

The Grapes of Wrath chronicles a 
family’s travels from Oklahoma to Cali-
fornia. The Worst Hard Time tells of the 
lives of those who remained in Oklahoma, 
Texas, Kansas and Colorado throughout 
the period. Obscene in the Extreme, a new 
book released a few weeks ago, tells of a 
California town that feels its reputation 
was damaged by The Grapes of Wrath, 
and tries to destroy the book.

There are additional titles on the 
subject for students of all ages. They are 
listed on a free bookmark available at the 
library, or can be found on our Web site, 
PPLD.org.

All Pikes Peak Reads will continue 
through Oct. 21. 

Additional related events include a 
dramatization of The Grapes of Wrath 
by Theatreworks, lectures by the authors 
of The Worst Hard Time and Obscene in 
the Extreme, and programs in many of the 
branches.

Two of these programs will take place 
at the Monument Branch. The first is a 
panel discussion called “The Dirty Thir-
ties,” featuring patrons and friends who 
survived the era and will tell of their ex-
periences. The discussion will take place 
Saturday, Oct. 4 at 2 p.m. On the 11th at 1:
30 will be A Bowl of Dust, a dramatiza-
tion by Birgitta De Pree and Benjamin 
Pratt of the Manitou Arts Theatre. The 
story involves a young time traveler who 
travels back to the time of the Great De-
pression to learn of his family’s past. The 
program takes place on Saturday, Oct. 11, 
at 1:30 p.m.

Throughout October on Thursdays 
from 11:30-12:30 in Monument, a free 
yoga class will be offered by Dawn 
Schreckenghaust. Bring your own mat or 
towel. The class will continue until Nov. 
20.

Oct. 19 through 25 is National Friends 

of the Library Week, and refreshments 
will be available each day from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. On Saturday the 25th there 
will be a Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library 
Reception from 1 until 4 p.m. Please come 
and help us thank these valuable volun-
teers in our library community.

With the approach of Halloween, 
there will also be a few seasonal offer-
ings.

Stories in the Dark will be held at 
Monument on Saturday the 25th and at 
Palmer Lake Town Hall on Thursday the 
30th. In a dark room, lit only by candle-
light, stories and special effects will be of-
fered. This program is suggested only for 
those brave souls over 8 years of age.

On Nov. 1 from 6:30 p.m. until 10 
p.m. will be Dance in Disguise, open to 
those in the seventh to ninth grades.

The Palmer Lake Reading Group 
always welcomes new members. This 
month’s book is Pope Joan by Donna 
Woolfolk Cross. The meeting is at 9 a.m. 
on Nov. 7. Call the branch for information 
or to request a copy.

September and October events at the library

American Girl Tea held at 
the Palmer Lake Town Hall 

on Sept. 20

Far left: Isabella and Daniella 
Mendoza and their dolls. 

Left: Jodi Brown of Grace Best 
Elementary  was moderator for 
the fashion show 

Photos by Harriet Halbig.

LPHS Homecoming, Sept. 26

(L-R) Beck Fritzsche and Morgan Braaten were selected as the 2008 Lewis-
Palmer Homecoming King and Queen during halftime of the Sept.r 26 Lewis-
Palmer football game with the Cheyenne Mountain Indians. The Rangers beat 
the Indians 19-13. Photo by David Futey..

TLCA receives TLWC grant

Gail Wilson (center), president of the board for Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) 
accepts a check from Donna Wagner (L), Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) grant com-
mittee chair and Candyce Sylling (R), grant committee member. Last winter, TLCA sub-
mitted a successful grant proposal to the TLWC for audio-visual equipment. Wagner said, 
“The TLCA is one of those organizations that make entertainment and art education and 
related activities available to everyone in the community that wants to take part in them. 
Therefore the TLWC is very excited to have contributed to these efforts.” According to 
Wilson, this audio-visual equipment will allow for a broader range of musical activities 
and programs and assist in presentations to large groups. The TLCA hosts numerous con-
certs, classes and art shows throughout the year. Their concerts frequently fill the house.

The TLWC awarded over $31,000 in grants to Tri-Lakes area organizations this year 
and over a half million dollars since inception. This was possible through the volunteer 
efforts of the club’s 200 members who sponsored the Pine Forest Antique Show and Sale 
in May and Wine and Roses, a wine tasting event in October. The club is extremely grate-
ful to the Tri-Lakes Community for its support of these events. Photo and information 
provided by the TLWC.
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By David Futey
On Sept. 18, the Western Museum of Mining and Indus-
try held an opening reception for the art exhibit Lure of 
the West: The Katherine and Frederick Farrar Collection. 
As reported in an Aug. 2, 2008 Our Community News ar-
ticle, the museum recently celebrated its 26th anniversary 
with the Farrars noted as being instrumental in the found-
ing of the museum and in collecting mining artifacts for 
the museum. The collected artifacts included not only 
heavy mining machinery but also fine works of art. 

The Lure of the West art exhibit features three art-
ists from late 19th and 20th century whose works focused 
on mining and Western themes. The artists are Charles 
Partridge Adams, Joseph Henry Sharp, and Harvey Otis 
Young. Adams is known for Colorado landscapes. He 
lived in Denver and Estes Park for 45 years before moving 
to California in 1920, where he transitioned to painting 
marine subject matter. Sharp reached acclaim in part as 
being the “Spiritual Father” of the Taos Society of Artists 
in Taos, N.M. His portraitures, landscapes, and depictions 
of Native American life in the Taos and New Mexico area 
chronicled and provided insight into that culture. 

Of the three, Young had perhaps the most colorful 
and certainly most historically sketchy life. David Car-
roll, executive director of the museum, presented a his-
tory of Young’s life and imparted information on Young’s 
influences as seen through his paintings. Carroll pointed 
out during his talk that artists are influenced by the poli-
tics, technology, and thinkers of their day, and Young was 
no different. Young held a lifelong interest in mining, 
from that of a “luckless” prospector to attempts in partial 
ownership of mining operations, where he failed miser-
ably and fell into debt. Originally from Vermont, Young 
prospected in Oregon and California in the 1860s. 

In 1866, Young moved to San Francisco where he 
studied composition, established a studio, and entered 
art fairs of the Mechanics Institute. He traveled to Eu-
rope several times, and his works reflect these ventures. 

Among others, Young was influenced by the Barbizon 
School of Painters, with their back-to-nature approach, 
and Jean Francois Millet, whose painting subjects includ-
ed French peasantry and had a tendency toward a nostal-
gic look back from the time of the Industrial Revolution. 
Though he had gained a reputation as an artist, the lure of 
mining was too great. 

In the 1880s he came to Colorado for the silver boom. 
For a number of years, he made but mostly lost money in 
various and questionable mining business ventures. Many 
of the works he painted during this time were used to re-
pay debt. During this time he lived in Manitou Springs, 

Aspen, Denver, and, for the final three years of his life, 
Colorado Springs. Young is known for his paintings of 
the Rocky Mountains and mining scenes, many of which 
include the prospector’s iconic partner, the burro.

After Carroll’s presentation, Judy Von Ahlefeldt pre-
sented the museum with the first copy of her book, Thun-
der, Sun, and Snow: The History of Colorado’s Black For-
est. The Farrars were instrumental in funding her book 
project, and she had presented them with this copy upon 
its publication in 1979. The Lure of the West exhibit will 
run through December 2008. For information, please go 
to the museum Web site, www.wmmi.org

Western Museum of Mining and Industry, September 18

Farrar Art Collection on display at mining museum

By Donna Hartley
On the evening of Sept. 18, the Palmer Lake Historical 
Society hosted one of its former presidents, Sam De Fe-
lice, for a presentation at the Palmer Lake Town Hall. De 
Felice is a fifth-generation American, whose ancestors 
emigrated from Sicily to Colorado. He shared some of the 
stories of his extensive research into the lives of the early 
Sicilians who began to arrive in New Orleans around 
1850, before Ellis Island was built in New York. 

The immigrants came to work in the sugar cane 
industry, but De Felice said they didn’t care for this so 
they drifted westward to work in the coal mines. Many, 
like his own family, finally settled in Pueblo and all along 
the Front Range. He passed around a copy of the largest 
Italian newspaper printed in the United States from the 
1930s. It was printed in Pueblo and was called La Voce 

del Popolo (The Voice of the People). He touched on the 
many business interests and inventions of these immi-
grants who contributed things such as tire pressure gaug-
es and pneumatic valves. He added that he had discovered 
that there were Italians who fought in the Civil War and 
then came west to settle in Larkspur. 

Everyone had a still during the years of prohibition 
and quarrels arose over liquor. All of the Italians formed 
“lodges” for security and even the women formed a group 
called the “Ladies Fidelity Lodge” in 1920. The churches 
formed a huge and well-known group, still existing today, 
named “The Sons of Italy.” Some of these lodges saved for 
the retirement of indigent Italians or other philanthropic 
purposes. 

De Felice went on to explain the origins of the Black 
Hand and its eventual transition into the Mafia. The Black 

Hand Society, he explained, was paid for protection and 
safety but it was also intimidating. It was a way to get rid 
of bad neighbors, troublemakers, anyone who “messed” 
with your daughter or did anything else that wasn’t so-
cially acceptable. 

The evening ended with hot pizza and refreshments 
while the attendees got the opportunity to talk with De 
Felice about his study of these colorful people who came 
to settle and contribute to life on the Front Range.

**********
The Historical Society will present a performance of the 
Low Brass Ensemble of Castle Rock Band on Oct. 16 at 7 
p.m. They will play classical, jazz, and novelty pieces. 

Palmer Lake Historical Society, September 18

Historical Society presents saga of “Italians in Colorado”

Above: (L-R) WMMI visitors Tamara and Erik Mendoza along with WMMI Director of Education Brad 
Paulson, admire Creek with Cattle, one of the many Harvey Otis Young paintings on display for the Lure of 
the West art exhibit at the museum. Photo by David Futey.

Rampart School of Music 
Piano, Organ, Theory 

BONNIE ACKERMAN 

The Gift of a Lifetime 
First Lesson FREE 

Your Home or Mine 
Call: (719) 329-8810 

Call for Artists and Crafters!
2-Watts Creative Center in Monument is 
hosting their 2nd Annual Craft Fair, Sunday, 
October 26th, 10 am - 4 pm. Tables are very 
inexpensive and even less expensive 
if you bring your own! All table 
money is used for advertising.  
Call 488-0889 for details.

For all your 
travel needs, 

call
481-3051
Fax 481-3054

Mary Ann Broussard 
Home 719-481-9301  
Cel l  719-660-4177 
ilovesoycandles.com
mabsmailbox@earthlink.net 

Great Fund-Raising Opportunity!         Great Gifts!    

Natural Soy Candles
The healthy, long-burning solution

Candle Making 
Classes 

Handmade
 Candles for Sale

* Reflexology * 
(foot and hand therapy)  

Gift certificates available

Carol Mates 719-213-8262
236 N. Washington St., Downtown Monument

Looking for a way to reduce stress 
and enjoy well being?
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

Fall Festival in Monument, Oct. 1-31 
Monument celebrates its history and the changing of 
the seasons in this series of special events throughout 
the month of October including a Celebration of Scare-
crows, Historic Monument Potato Festival, and other 
activities. For more information, call 884-8016 or visit 
monumentmerchants.com.

Palmer Lake Art Group 
Christmas Crafts Fair, Oct. 4-5

Palmer Lake Art Group will hold its 35th Annual Christ-
mas Crafts Fair Oct. 4, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Oct. 5, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., in the Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent, just off Highway 105 in Palmer Lake. A wide 
variety of unique handmade items will be available for 
purchase including small paintings, pottery, glass, wood, 
metal, jewelry, basketry, pinecone and fabric items, plus 
a selection of baked goods. Proceeds fund art scholar-
ships for Tri-Lakes-area students. For more informa-
tion contact Margarete Seagraves, 487-1329, or e-mail 
seagml@msn.com. 

A busy Saturday in Palmer Lake, Oct.4
There’s a lot going on in Palmer Lake Oct. 4. In addi-
tion to the crafts fair, there’s a police-sponsored bike 
rodeo for kids, 10 a.m.-noon at the elementary school; 
a flu and pneumonia shot clinic, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the 
town offices (42 Valley Crescent); and a fire station open 
house, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. For more information, see the Com-
munity Calendar listings under Special Events or phone 
481-2953.

Wescott Volunteer Firefighter 
Benefit Concert, Oct. 5

 The annual fundraiser for the volunteer firefighters of 
Donald Wescott Fire Protection District will feature a 
concert by Kyler England at 5 p.m. on Oct. 5 at Station 
1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. Tickets are $5 for children and 
$10 for adults. Hot dogs will be served! Info: 488-8680 
and www.wescottfire.org.

Creative Crafters Showcase, Oct. 11-12
Shop more than 100 booths for original items handmade 
by local artists at this annual fine art and craft show Oct. 
11, 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Oct. 12, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
at Lewis-Palmer High School, 1300 Higby Road, Monu-
ment. For more information call 488-3046. 

Donald Wescott Fire Prevention Week 
Open House, Oct. 11

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District will hold its 
annual open house from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Oct. 11 at 
Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. There will be many 
fire engines, ambulances, brush trucks, and wildland fire 
apparatus to inspect, plus many displays, including the 
Flight for Life helicopter and the Lowes “Prevent Home 
Fires” safety trailer, as well as information booths from 
Farmer’s Insurance and Home Depot. Hot dogs will be 
served! Info: 488-8680 and www.wescottfire.org . 

Mill Levy Override Community 
Informational Meeting, Oct. 13

The all-volunteer citizens’ committee working to support 
Lewis-Palmer School District will hold an informational 
community meeting about the upcoming mill levy over-
ride ballot issue Oct. 13, 6:30-8:30 p.m., at Tri-Lakes 
YMCA Community Room, 17250 Jackson Creek Park-
way. The public is welcome to attend, ask questions, and 
learn more. For more information, contact Cathy Wilcox 
at cfishwil@comcast.net or 229-8113.

Empty Bowl Dinner, Oct. 15
Monument Hill Sertoma and Monument Serteens Clubs 
present the Empty Bowl Dinner and Silent Auction Oct. 
15, 5-7:30 p.m., at the Lewis-Palmer High School Com-
mons Area, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument. This popular 
annual fundraiser for Tri-Lakes Cares features home-
cooked soup, bread, and dessert. Bowls are handcrafted 
by local artists and art classes, and you get to keep yours! 
The evening also includes entertainment and more than 
130 silent auction items. Tickets, $20, must be purchased 
in advance: in Monument at Covered Treasures Book-
store, Second and Washington Streets; High Country 
Home & Garden, 243 Washington St.; Second Street Art 
Gallery, 366 Second St.; Tri-Lakes Printing, Woodmoor 
Center; in Palmer Lake at The Rock House, 24 Highway 
105; or call Bonnie Biggs at 651-1946.

Wine & Roses 2008, 
“The Event to Attend,” Oct. 18

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) presents its an-
nual wine tasting benefit, Wine and Roses 2008, Oct. 
18, 5-8 p.m., at the U.S. Air Force Academy’s Blue and 
Silver Club. The evening will be highlighted by dozens of 
fine domestic and international wines arranged by Dirk 
Stamp from The Wine Seller. Delicious hors d’oeuvres 
and decadent desserts will be presented from local chefs 
and restaurants while guests enjoy the opportunity to bid 
on unique silent auction items and are entertained by a 

strolling mandolin player. 
Tickets are sold only in advance for $50 per person. 

No tickets will be sold at the door. Reservations are lim-
ited, so purchase your tickets early. You may order tickets 
by mailing a check to TLWC, Attn: Wine & Roses 2008, 
PO Box 669, Monument, CO 80132. Ticket requests re-
ceived after Oct. 1 will be held at Will Call the evening 
of the event. Tickets are also available at Covered Trea-
sures at Second and Washington Streets in downtown 
Monument, and at The Wine Seller on Highway 105 and 
Roberts Drive, between Monument and Palmer Lake. For 
more information, visit the Web site at www.tlwc.net or 
call Ann at 877-230-6288. Directions: Take exit 156 B 
toward North Entrance Air Force Academy, merge onto 
North Gate Boulevard, and turn left at Stadium Boule-
vard. Signs will be posted along the way.

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club currently has over 200 
members and is a nonprofit organization set up exclu-
sively for charitable and educational purposes in the com-
munity. In the past 32 years it has granted $550,000 to 
schools, fire and police departments, and other nonprofit 
501 (c) (3) organizations that provide services to residents 
within the boundaries of School District 38.

Tri-Lakes Health Fair, Oct. 25
The Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partnership and Tri-
Lakes Chamber of Commerce will present the Tri-Lakes 
Annual Health Fair Oct. 25, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at Tri-Lakes 
Family YMCA, 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. 
The event features various health screenings and evalua-
tions and wellness information. Free childhood vaccina-
tions will be available for eligible children. Flu shots will 
be offered for $25, flu mist is $30. For more information, 
call 481-3282.

Stories in the Dark in Monument and 
Palmer Lake, Oct. 25 & 30

Come if you dare! In a dark, dark room, lit only by can-
dlelight, hear spooky stories that will send chills and shiv-
ers up your spine and tickle your funny bone from time to 
time. Suggested for the very brave, ages eight and older. 
Oct. 25, 7 p.m., at Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. Oct. 30, 7 p.m. at Palmer 
Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Info: 481-2587.

Safe Trick or Treat, Oct. 31
Bring the kids downtown Oct. 31, 4-6 p.m., for a night 
of safe trick-or-treating as Monument merchants provide 
treats, activities and show off their creative costumes. 
The Monument Police Department patrols the streets to 
help ensure the safety of your goblins. For more informa-
tion, call 884-8016 or visit monumentmerchants.com.

Special Events and Notices

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

For information, contact John Heiser, 
Advertising Manager

488-3455 or ads@ourcommunitynews.org or visit 
www.ourcommunitynews.org

Complete ad information is posted on the web site including 
rates, sizes, policies, frequently asked questions, etc.

Live outside our free delivery area*?
Want prompt delivery every month 

direct to your mailbox? 

Subscribe to OCN! 
$17 for 12 issues 

Name ______________________________ 
Address _____________________________ 

 _____________________________ 
City, State Zip _______________________ 

Mail this form with a check or money order to 
Our Community News 
P.O. Box 1742 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742 

Questions? Call John Heiser, (719) 488-3455 
*County Line Rd. to Northgate Rd., Palmer Lake to Hwy 83.

Keep up on Black Forest�s News too! Subscribe today!

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE (opt)

Clip and send with a check for $18 for a one-year, in-state, subscription
mailed to your home. Send to: Black Forest News, 11425 Black Forest
Rd., Colorado Springs, CO 80908      Phone: 495-8750.
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LPTV receives grant award
Lewis-Palmer Middle School’s in house TV “station,” 
LPTV, received a $5,000 grant award in September from 
Mountain View Electric Association’s Round-Up Fund. 
Round-Up is a non-profit fund, generated by and benefit-
ing customers of MVEA. Organizations that demonstrate 
how they provide services that are beneficial to the public 
interest, within MVEA’s service territory, are eligible 
for these grants. The grant award money will be used to 
purchase new camcorders, tripods, microphones, media 
storage hard drives, a DVD Duplicator, and other items 
needed for the LPTV class. 

Volunteer tutors needed!
Share your love of reading. Tutor an adult once a week for 
two hours. Work one-to-one with an adult to improve his 
or her English language skills. No teaching experience 
required; free training is provided. Call 531-6333, x2223, 
with questions or for application information. Training is 
Saturdays, Nov. 1, 8, and 15, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., at Penrose 
Library in Colorado Springs.

Low-Income Energy Assistance Program
The El Paso County Board of County Commissioners has 
approved the Department of Human Services’ contract 
with Goodwill Industries of Colorado Springs to assist 
low-income households with their winter home heating 
costs and non-fuel emergencies such as heating system 
repairs and window replacement. This program, known 
as LEAP (Low-Income Energy Assistance Program), is 
totally funded by the federal government and admin-
istered locally by state and county governments. The 
program runs Nov. 1, 2008 to April 30, 2009. Questions 
about applications and other LEAP information may be 
obtained by calling 1-866-432-8435. Any U.S. citizen or 
legal resident of Colorado who pays heating costs directly 
to an energy provider, or whose heating costs are included 
with their monthly rent may qualify for LEAP. Monthly 
gross household income must fall within the federal pov-

erty guidelines set annually on Nov. 1. 
Handbell choir ringers needed

The Tri-Lakes Community Handbell Choir has openings 
for experienced adult handbell ringers. Opportunities exist 
also for youth ringers, fourth grade and above, in the Tri-
Lakes Youth Community Handbell Choir. Rehearsals be-
gin this fall on Monday evenings. If interested, please call 
Betty Jenik, 488-3853, or e-mail ljenik@comcast.net.

Senior Safety Program
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Authority and Tri-Lakes Health 
Advocacy Partnership, Senior Alliance, have developed a 
Senior Safety Program. The free service includes install-
ing and maintaining smoke detectors, a fire department 
evaluation of seniors’ homes to identify and correct safety 
hazards and address seniors’ safety needs, and Vial of 
Life for in-home storage of medical information in case of 
emergency. For information, call Lisa Frasca, 488-3304.

The Library Channel
Tune in to The Library Channel (Comcast 17) for live 
simulcasts of programs, videotaped presentations, or a 
schedule of library events. The Library Channel broad-
casts 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include 
story times for children, an adult literacy program, El 
Paso County Commissioners meetings, and much more. 
A community bulletin board of library events is shown 
between. Find the schedule online by going to ppld.org, 
and then click on the link “Happenings @ Your Library.” 
From there, click on the “Comcast 17” link to search the 
schedule.

Library District’s new Kids Web
Pikes Peak Library District now has an exciting new Web 
site for children. To access the new site, go to ppld.org 
and click on Kids Web. Kids Web features a wealth of re-
sources for school reports and homework, as well as links 
to local historical information and biographies of people 
of interest in the Colorado Springs area. 

Kids Web also has links to Tumblebooks, free online 
read-along books; a children’s blog; YouTube videos of 
storytellers; library program and event information; and 
book reading lists. On the site’s Fun & Games link, chil-
dren can access a variety of free online games and learn-
ing activities, coloring book pages, and Summer Reading 
Program information. Parents and teachers will find the 
new site helpful as well—a “grown-ups” link provides 
information about local school districts, home-schooling, 
and more. 

Wildlife Masters in El Paso County
Do you wonder how to keep the deer from munching your 
freshly planted garden, how to get the skunk out from 
under your deck without getting sprayed, or how to get 
the squirrels out of the attic? Colorado State University 
Cooperative Extension in El Paso County has a staff of 
trained Wildlife Masters to help you. Call the Master 
Gardener Help Desk, 636-8921, and you will be called 
promptly with an answer. A fact sheet will be sent to you 
by e-mail or regular mail. For information, call 636-8921 
or e-mail csumg2@elpasoco.com.

FREE Transportation for Seniors

Volunteer drivers are needed! Info: 481-2527 
Mileage reimbursement is available 

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding  
areas by Mountain Community  
Transportation for Seniors 
(MCTS). For rides, seniors (60+)

488-0076 
Donations Welcomed

Van Schedule 
� Transportation is available Mon.-Thu. to Colorado 

Springs for medical app�ts only. Locally for any need.
� First Tuesday each month Chapel Hills/King Soopers
� Third Tuesday each month Village Inn/Wal-Mart
� Pickup of passengers begins at 9:30 am

The Juilliard School
New York, NY

�����������������������

Piano Performance & Instruction
BEGINNER to ADVANCED

719-337-7742
e-mail: GinaForeroPianoStudio@yahoo.com

Local, Pure, Raw, Unfiltered Honey 
Just as it is straight from the hive!

Honey and Honey Products 

Busy Bee Farm - Larkspur - 303.657.5360

� Great for Holiday gift baskets
� Plain & cinnamon creamed 

honey

� Candles, wax & lotion
� Local pollen & honey fight 

local pollen allergies

Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 13,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at 

719-488-3455 or  
johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org. 

Help Wanted 
Hope Montessori Academy  

is currently hiring 
Full Time Lead  

and Assistant Teachers 
We offer competitive  
wages and benefits. 

Highway 105 and Furrow Road 
719-488-8723

www.montessorichild.com

LPTV receives grant award from MVEA: (left to right): Charles Hawker (Director, MVEA Round-Up Fund), 
Dan Marcus (LPTV Sponsor), Jake Mortensen (LPTV Student, 08-09), Lynn Mortensen (LPTV Parent), 
Laura Watt (LPTV Parent), Darby Watt (LPTV Student, 07-08), Becky Yoder (LPTV Parent), Alex Turner 
(LPTV Student, 07-08), Ryan Yoder (LPTV Student, 08-09), Reese Watt (LPTV 08 Summer Camp). Courtesy 
photo.
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Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority 

(BRRTA) Meeting, Fri., Oct. 3, 2:30 p.m., Monument 
Town Hall, 166 Second St. Meets bimonthly. Info: 884-
8017.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Oct. 6, 
6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st 
& 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Oct. 7, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off 
Union Blvd and Printers Parkway). Meets 1st and 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• D-38 Special Education Advisory Committee, Wed., 
Oct. 8, 6:00-7:30 p.m., District Learning Center, 146 
Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each month to 
address topics of interest to parents and staff. Info: Ilanit 
Bennaim, 325-6979.

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Oct. 8, 6:30 p.m., 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 
166 2nd St. Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
884-8017.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Oct. 8, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Workshop normally meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Oct. 9, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Regular Meeting, Thu., 
Oct. 9, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or 
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 
Meeting, Tue., Oct. 14, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 481-4053. 

• D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee 
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Oct. 14, 7 p.m. in the District 
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Oct. 14, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting, 
Wed., Oct. 15, 8:30 a.m., Cherokee District office, 6250 
Palmer Park Blvd, Colorado Springs. Normally meets 
3rd Wed. each month. Info: 884 -8017. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Oct. 15, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado 
Springs. Normally meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
488-3603.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Regular 
Meeting, Wed., Oct. 15, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town 
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Normally meets 3rd Wed. 
each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Oct. 16, 5:30 p.m., Learning Center of the 
Lewis-Palmer Administration Building, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
4700.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu., 
Oct. 16, 6:30 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Oct. 
20, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-
8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Oct. 21, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off 
Union Blvd and Printers Parkway). Normally meets 1st 
& 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300.

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Oct. 22, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680. 

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Oct. 22, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Station 1, 
18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the bowling 
alley. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312. 

• Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., Oct. 

23, 6 p.m., Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of 
Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-2110.

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Mon., Oct. 27, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 
Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Mon. each month. Info: 488-
2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Wed., 
Oct. 29, 5 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St. 
Meets 4th Tue. each month. Info: 488-6868. 

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Meeting, 
Wed., Nov. 5, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott Fire Station Two, 
1500 Sun Hills Dr. Meets 1st Wed. each month. Info: 
481-0711. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Nov. 
6, 2 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-

6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu., 
10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 
p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and 
Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly 
for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Super Tuesdays, every Tue., 10:
30 & 11:15 a.m. Stories and crafts for preschoolers ages 
3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Special reading program events for toddlers 
and children. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:
30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws to 
Read dog. No registration required. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10 and 
10:30 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to 24 months. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every 
Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Oct. 4, 
10:30 a.m. Let your child practice reading to Jax, a 
Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Jax will 
be in Palmer Lake the 1st Sat. each month. Palmer Lake 
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library: American Girls Club, Wed., 
Oct. 8, 4:15-5:15 p.m. Girls ages 7-11 are invited to the 
American Girl’s club for a book discussion, crafts, and 
more. Open to the first 20 girls. Registration is required. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters, Thu., Oct. 9, 
4-5:30 p.m. For experienced and inexperienced knitters 
looking for support, assistance, and inspiration as they 
work on individual projects. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: “A Bowl of Dust,” Sat., Oct. 11, 
1:30 p.m. Performed by Birgitta De Pree and Benjamin 
Pratt of the Manitou Arts Theatre! A hobo’s secret, a 
lost diary, an antique camera–these are the clues that our 
plucky, young time traveler needs to crack the mysteries 
of the Great Depression and discover the old family 
recipe for a Bowl of Dust. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Stories in the Dark, Sat., Oct. 
25, 7 p.m. Come if you dare! In a dark, dark room, lit 
only by candlelight, hear spooky stories that will send 
chills and shivers up your spine and tickle your funny 
bone from time to time. Suggested for the very brave, 
ages eight and older. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Stories in the Dark, Thu., Oct. 
30, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Come if you dare! In a dark, dark room, lit only by 

candlelight, hear spooky stories that will send chills and 
shivers up your spine and tickle your funny bone from 
time to time. Suggested for the very brave, ages eight 
and older. Info: 481-2587.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Nov. 1, 
10:30 a.m. Let your child practice reading to Jax, a 
Paws to Read dog. No registration required. Jax will 
be in Palmer Lake the 1st Sat. each month. Palmer Lake 
Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library: Saturday Nite after Hours, Sat., 
Nov. 1, 6:30-10 p.m. Teens in 7th-9th grades are invited to 
the library to dance in disguise, so save that Hallowe’en 
costume for one more night of fun! Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

Adult Programs
• Monument Library: The Dirty Thirties, Sat., Oct. 

4, 2 p.m. What became of those souls who endured 
the trials of the 1930s — the Dust Bowl and the 
Depression? What was it like to live with the swirling 
dust storms or to work for the Civilian Conservation 
Corps? The Monument Library, in conjunction with 
the All Pikes Peak Reads choices of Grapes of Wrath 
and The Worst Hard Time, is proud to present a panel of 
“Dirty Thirties” memories. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Talk English! every Mon., 7-8:
30 p.m. Practice informal social conversation in English 
with friendly and supportive people. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 
10 a.m.-noon. Join this group of friends dedicated 

303-931-4047 / 719-481-8551 

Amato�s Home & Deck Repair 
488-8506 

� Most types of interior & exterior  
home repairs 

� Drywall repairs 
� Light remodeling 
� Ceramic tile repair 
� Deck repair & 

re-staining 
� Screen repair 

Jim and Maggie Amato 
Insured � References available

Calvary Monument Fellowship
238 3rd St.�Downtown Monument  
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748  
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service 
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to empowering individual growth through life-long 
learning and positive relationships. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: 55+ Word Processing Basics, 
Wed., Oct. 8, 8:30-10 a.m. Learn basic word processing 
skills, such as how to scroll, resize, minimize and 
change fonts. Prerequisites: Experience using a 
computer mouse and keyboard. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Yoga Flow, every Thu. through 
Nov. 20, 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Dawn Schreckenghaust 
will instruct a free six-week course for all skill levels. 
Learn to harmonize the body and mind and release 
stress. Please bring your own towel or mat. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters, Thu., Oct. 9, 
4-5:30 p.m. For experienced and inexperienced knitters 
looking for support, assistance, and inspiration as they 
work on individual projects. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: 55+ Computer Basics Wed., 
Oct. 15, 8:30-10 a.m. Learn the parts of a computer 
and basic computer tasks. Prerequisites: experience 
using a mouse. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Registration & Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Thu., Oct. 16, & Fri., Oct. 17, 1-5 p.m. Bone 
up on your driving skills and lower your insurance 
rates. Must attend both days. Cost: $10. Registration 
is required. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Registration & Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Oct. 17, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome to 
this spirited group. The October book is A Thousand 
Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini (author of The Kite 
Runner).  Meets 3rd Fri. each month. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Pikes Peak Library District presents Dr. Gregory 
Squires on Natural Disaster, Fri., Oct. 17, 10 a.m., 
Pikes Peak Community College, Rampart Range 
Campus, 11195 Highway 83. This program is an “All 
Pikes Peak Reads 2008” event. Squires, a sociologist 
at George Washington University, is co-editor of the 
acclaimed critical work There Is No Such Thing as a 
Natural Disaster. Info: 531-6333, ext. 1202. 

• Monument Library: 55+ Internet Basics, Wed., Oct. 
22, 8:30-10 a.m. Gain experience using the Internet. 
Prerequisites: 55+ Computer Basics and Computer 
102 Practice Lab, or experience using a mouse and 
keyboard. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: History Buffs, Wed., Oct. 22, 1-
3 p.m. Every month this group picks a period of history 
and members read any book from that time period. 
Expect a lively discussion about the era. Meets 4th Wed. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: The Literati and Beyond 
Writers Circle, Wed., Oct. 22, 7 p.m. An ongoing 
workshop for all active and aspiring writers who want 
to join others to learn, teach, and enjoy the experiences 
of sharing the writer’s life. Meets 4th Wed. each month. 
Info: Nancy, 481-4352. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Friends of the 
Library Reception, Sat., Oct. 25, 1-4 p.m. Celebrate 
National Friends of the Library Week Oct. 18-25 with 
refreshments each day, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370. 

• Monument Library: 55+ Word Processing Basics, 
Wed., Oct. 29, 8:30-10 a.m. Learn basic word 
processing skills, such as how to scroll, resize, minimize 
and change fonts. Prerequisites: Experience using a 
computer mouse and keyboard. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Nov. 7, 9 a.m. New 
members welcome, no registration needed. Call for the 
book title. Normally meets 1st Fri. each month at Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587. 

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) has live simulcasts 
of programs, videotaped presentations, and a schedule 
of Library events. The Library Channel broadcasts 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include story 
times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso 
County Commissioners meetings, and much more. A 
community bulletin board of library events is shown 

between programs. Find the schedule online at ppld.org, 
then click on the link “Happenings @ Your Library.” 
From there, click on the “Comcast 17” link to search the 
schedule. 

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Big Red Saturday Market, every Sat., 8 a.m.-2 

p.m., through Oct. 18, D-38 administration building 
parking lot, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Vendors, 
food, performances, flea market, and fun! Info: visit 
lewispalmer.org.

• Monument Farmers’ Market, every Sat. through 
October, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 481 Hwy 105 (behind 
Starbucks). Local crafts and produce. More than 80 
vendors! Info: Diana, 213-3323.

• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, 
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

• Al-anon Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, every 
Sat., 9 a.m., College Room 2nd floor, NE corner; 1750 
Deer Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour 
answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

• Weekend Bike Rides, Sat., 10 a.m. for road rides; 
Sundays, 1 p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced 
Rock Bike Shop, 279 J Beacon Lite at 3rd St. Info: 488-
9007. 

• Palmer Lake Farmers’ Market, every Sun., 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., next to the lake. Enjoy a fun, relaxing time in 
Palmer Lake with rides and activities for kids plus local 
crafts and produce. Info: Diana, 213-3323. 

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon., 
5:30-6:30 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly Johnson 
Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve your 
public speaking, leadership, and meeting planning 
skills with Toastmasters. New members and visitors 
welcome. Info: Amy Tyndale, 201-5360, or visit http:
//airforceacademy.freetoasthost.us. 

• Senior Lunches at Monument Town Hall, normally 
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month 
and holidays, 166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:
30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free bingo the 2nd Thu. 
each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; 
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 a.m.-1 
p.m., D-38 Administration Bldg Learning Center, 146 
Jefferson St., Monument. Area seniors are invited for 
lunch & activities hosted by Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance. 
$3 donation requested. Info: 488-3855.

• Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group, 
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second 
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join the 
group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-0551. 

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. & Thu., 
SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.; SilverSneakers 
Muscular Strength & Range of Movement, 9:30 a.m., 
Tri-Lakes Family YMCA, 17250 Jackson Creek 
Pkwy. Participants must be YMCA or SilverSneakers 
members. Info: 481-8728.

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:30 a.m., The 
Academy Hotel, 8110 N. Academy. Interesting speakers 
and programs; all are welcome. Info: Dennis Eagan 
488-2861 or Bob Figgie 598-5111.  

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, 
Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-
anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service 
at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 
1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of Christ 
Church, 675 Baptist Rd. southwest corner room, door 
will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call 
Kirby, 481-3738. 

• One–The Campaign to End Poverty, Sun., Oct. 
5, 2:30-4 p.m., Panera Bread’s Community Room, 
7344 North Academy, Colorado Springs (near Chapel 
Hills Mall). If you want to know how you can help 
end extreme global poverty, please come and meet 
like-minded people. Meets 1st Sun. each month. Info: 
www.one.org or e-mail amglasford@comcast.net. 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Oct. 6, 7 p.m. 
The group is temporarily moving the meeting to the 

HealthSouth Building at 3920 N. Union, Colorado 
Springs. A DVD on the disease and treatments will play 
5-7 p.m.; the meeting starts at 7 p.m. Share concerns 
and success stories in a small group. Learn how you can 
become pain-free. Visitors and new participants always 
welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 1st Mon. 
each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735.

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Oct. 7, 
6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Normally meets 
1st Tue. each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467. 

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Oct. 8, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck 
Eaton at 495-2443. 

• Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce/Business 
Incubator Workshop, Wed., Oct. 8, 5:30-6 p.m. social 
event and mixer, 6-7:30 p.m.; workshop, “Employee 
vs Independent Contractor,” will address human 
resource issues including payroll processing, benefits 
administration, and workers compensation. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Tri-Lakes Business Incubator 
Conference Room, 14960 Woodcarver Rd, Colorado 
Springs. Info: 481-4877 x 100. 

• Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Oct. 9, 
166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime senior 
lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. 
Free! Win prizes! Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group 
for Breast Cancer, Thu., Oct. 9, 7-8:30 p.m., location 
to be decided. Join other young women who are battling 
or have already battled breast cancer to talk, cope, and 
learn. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 351-5079.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Oct. 9, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage: Wayne & 
Arthetta Long, Fri., Oct. 10, opening acts begin 7 p.m., 
Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest 
Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. Cost: $5 nonmembers, 
$3 members. Info: www.blackroseacoustic.org or call 
282-0760. 

• NEPCO Meeting featuring Wayne Williams, Sat., 
Oct. 11, 10 a.m., Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 
Baptist Rd. (enter at the east door) All are welcome to 
this meeting of local homeowners associations. County 
Commissioner Wayne Williams will discuss various 
county issues and take questions from the audience. 
Info: 481-2723. 

• La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Oct. 14, 10 a.m., 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 Baptist Rd. This 
worldwide organization provides mother-to-mother 
support for mothers who choose to breastfeed. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2909.

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner 
Meeting, Tue., Oct. 14, 6:30-9 p.m., Inn at Palmer 
Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Business women 
building relationships in a social setting. Meets 2nd Tue. 
each month. Info: Janine Robertson, 266-0246; e-mail 
Janine@coloradorobertsons.com; or visit www.trilakes
networkingteam.com.

• Community Dance/Dancing Life’s Rhythms, Thu., 
Oct. 16, 9:30-10:30 a.m., The Church at Woodmoor, 
18125 Furrow Road. All are welcome to explore dance, 
movement, and music for personal expression and 
building community. Meets 1st and 3rd Thu. each month. 
Info: Susan Callender, 495-0143, or Tish Minear, 488-
3405.

• Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition Meeting, 
Thu., Oct. 16, potluck supper, 6 p.m., meeting 6:30-
8:30 p.m., Beidleman Environmental Center, 740 W. 
Caramillo St., Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: John Stansfield, (303) 660-5849 or e-mail 
jorcstan@juno.com. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting, Thu., Oct. 
16, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Low Brass Ensemble of Castle Rock Band will play 
classical, jazz, and novelty pieces. Normally meets 3rd 
Thu. Info: 559-0837 or e-mail plhist@aol.com. 

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Oct. 17, 
11:30 a.m., Paravicini’s Italian Bistro, 75 Highway 105, 
Palmer Lake. John Stansfeld will present a program on 
the history of Tri-Lakes. Guests are welcome, so come 
and find out more about the club and all the fun events 
that take place during the year. Interest groups include 
books, gourmet, hiking, sailing, movies, investing, 
needlework, bridge, horseback riding, and Mah Jongg. 
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Cost: $15. RSVP by Oct. 13 to Carol Docheff, 484-
0788 or; Pamela Stadler, 481-9383; or Marge Briggs, 
481-3733. 

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Oct. 18, 9 
a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D Jackson Creek 
Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. Info: 
Chris, 884-0832 or e-mail cabernathy@woodmoor.co
m. 

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Mon., Oct. 20, 6:30-
8 p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake. 
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more.  
Meets 3rd Mon. each month. Childcare available. RSVP 
to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221. 

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Oct. 21, 
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow 
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Lindsay, 487-9362.

• Women’s Business Owners and Managers Luncheon, 
Wed., Oct. 22, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Woodmoor Pines Golf 
& Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-3282. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage: Rissman, 
Uveges & Braithwaite, Fri., Oct. 24, doors open 6:
30 for 7 p.m. show, Black Forest Community Center, 
12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. 
Info: www.blackroseacoustic.org or call 282-0760.

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and 
kids in your area. Weekly activities and playgroups 
scheduled throughout the month for ages birth and up. 
Moms living in Monument and Palmer Lake contact 
Erin V at 487-8233 or erin.vineyard@gmail.com. 
Moms living in zip 80921 and parts of Black Forest 
contact Kim at 440-0192. Visit www.momsclub.org for 
more information. 

• Community Dance/Dancing Life’s Rhythms, Thu., 
Nov. 6, 9:30-10:30 a.m., The Church at Woodmoor, 
18125 Furrow Road. All are welcome to explore dance, 
movement, and music for personal expression and 
building community. Meets 1st and 3rd Thu. each month. 
Info: Susan Callender, 495-0143, or Tish Minear, 488-
3405.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., Nov. 6, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town 
Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: Bev 
Wells, 488-3327. 

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Nov. 6, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu. 
each month. Info: Carolyn at 488-9791 or e-mail her at 
hockcf@aol.com. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Palmer Lake Art Group Christmas Crafts Fair, 

Sat., Oct. 4, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., & Sun., Oct. 5, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent, just 
off Highway 105 in Palmer Lake. Shop for unique, 
handmade items including pottery, glass, wood, metal, 
jewelry, basketry, pinecone and fabric items, plus a 
selection of baked goods. Proceeds fund art scholarships 
for Tri-Lakes area students. Info: Margarete Seagraves, 
487-1329, or e-mail seagml@msn.com. 

• Palmer Lake Bike Rodeo, Sat., Oct. 4, 10 a.m.-noon, 
Palmer Lake Elementary School, 115 Upper Glenway. 
The rodeo is a noncompetitive event with eight stations 
for the kids to go through. At each station a police 
officer will instruct them on a different aspect of 
bike safety. The starting station will include a safety 
inspection from mechanics at Balanced Rock Bike and 
Ski Shop. Info: 481-2953.

• Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department Open 
House, Sat., Oct. 4, 10 a.m.- 2 p.m., 12 Valley Cresent. 
Drop by to see Smokey the Bear and the fire trucks and 
enjoy some refreshments. Fire safety information will 
be available too. Info: 481-2953.

• Shoo the Flu and Pneumonia Too Shot Clinic, Sat., 
Oct. 4, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Office, 42 
Valley Crescent. Front Range Flu Shots, LLC offers 
flu shots for $25 pneumonia shots for $42. Info: 481-
2953.

• Donald Wescott volunteer firefighter benefit concert, 
Sun., Oct.5, 5-8 p.m., Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive.  
The annual fundraiser for the volunteer firefighters of 
Donald Wescott Fire Protection District will feature a 
concert by Kyler England at 5 p.m. Tickets are $5 for 
children and $10 for adults. Hot dogs will be served! 
Info: 488-8680 and www.wescottfire.org .  

• Palmer Lake Walk\Bike To School Day, Wed., Oct. 
8. Meet at 8 a.m. on the Village Green (across from 
Palmer Lake Town Hall) and walk to Palmer Lake 

Elementary School at 8:30 with Lewis-Palmer Junior 
Honor Society members wearing storybook character 
costumes. Palmer Lake Elementary School will provide 
refreshments at the school upon the kids’ arrival. This 
event is in support of the Safe Routes to School Grant 
the town received in order to build sidewalks from the 
elementary school to Highway 105. Info: 481-2953.

• Creative Crafters Showcase, Sat., Oct. 11, 9 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. and Sun., Oct. 12, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Lewis-Palmer 
High School, 1300 Higby Road, Monument. Shop for 
original items handmade by local artists at this annual 
fine art and craft show. Info: 488-3046. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Prevention Week Open 
House, Sat., Oct. 11, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.,  Station 1, 15415 
Gleneagle Drive.  There will be many fire engines, 
ambulances, brush trucks, and wildland fire apparatus 
to inspect, plus many displays, including the Flight for 
Life helicopter and the Lowes “Prevent Home Fires” 
safety trailer, as well as information booths from 
Farmer’s Insurance and Home Depot.  Hot dogs will be 
served!  Info: 488-8680 and www.wescottfire.org .  

• Mill Levy Override Community Informational 
Meeting, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Thu., Oct. 13, Tri-Lakes 
YMCA Community Room, 17250 Jackson Creek 
Pkwy. The all-volunteer citizens’ committee working to 
support Lewis-Palmer School District invites the public 
to learn more about the mill levy override ballot issue. 
Info: Cathy Wilcox, cfishwil@comcast.net or 229-
8113.

• Empty Bowl Dinner and Silent Auction, Wed., Oct. 
15, 5-7:30 p.m., Lewis-Palmer High School Commons 
Area, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument. Monument Hill 
Sertoma and high school Serteens Clubs present 
this popular annual fundraiser for Tri-Lakes Cares. 
Handcrafted bowls are donated by local artists and art 
classes, and you get to keep yours! Tickets, $20, must 
be purchased in advance at in Monument at Covered 
Treasures Bookstore, Second and Washington Streets; 
High Country Home & Garden, 243 Washington St.; 
Second Street Art Gallery, 366 Second St.; Tri-Lakes 
Printing, Woodmoor Center; in Palmer Lake at The 
Rock House, 24 Highway 105; or call Bonnie Biggs at 
651-1946. 

• Wine & Roses 2008, Sat., Oct. 18, 5-8 p.m., U.S. Air 
Force Academy’s Blue and Silver Club. The Tri-Lakes 
Women’s Club (TLWC) annual wine tasting and silent 
auction benefit features dozens of fine domestic and 
international wines and delicious hors d’oeuvres and 
desserts. Tickets are sold only in advance for $50 per 
person. Reservations are limited, so buy your tickets 
early. You may order tickets by mailing a check to 
TLWC, Attn: Wine & Roses 2008, PO Box 669, 
Monument, CO  80132. Ticket requests received after 
Oct. 1 will be held at Will Call the evening of the 
event. Tickets are also available at Covered Treasures 
at Second and Washington Streets in downtown 
Monument, and at The Wine Seller on Highway 105 
and Roberts Drive, between Monument and Palmer 
Lake. Info: visit the Web site at www.tlwc.net or call 
Ann, 877-230-6288. 

• Tri-Lakes Annual Health Fair, Sat., Oct. 25, 9 a.m.-1 
p.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA, 17250 Jackson Creek 
Pkwy, Monument. Free childhood vaccinations for 
eligible children, flu shots $25, flu mist $30. Various 
booths will provide health screenings and evaluations 
and wellness information. Info: 481-3282. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Family Exploration Day: Art Rocks! Sat., Oct. 11, 1-
3 p.m. Get a new perspective–see the museum through 
the eyes of an artist!  In conjunction wit the museum’s 
new exhibit, “Lure of the West: The Katherine and 
Frederick Farrar Collection,” visitors will learn how art 
and geology are related and guests will create a work 
of art to take home. Advance reservations are required 
for this event. Please call 488-0880 by Oct. 3. Museum 
hours: Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission: $8 
adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 
children 3-12, and free to children under 3 & museum 
members. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd., 
just off of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A, across 
from the north entrance to the U.S. Air Force Academy. 
Reservations and info: phone 488-0880 or visit 
www.wmmi.org.

• Safe Trick or Treat, Fri., Oct. 31, 4-6 p.m., Historic 
Downtown Monument, 4-6 p.m. Monument merchants 
provide treats and activities and show off their creative 
costumes. The Monument Police Department patrols 
the streets to help insure the children’s safety. Info: 884-
8016.

D - 3 8  S C H O O L  E V E N T S
• Lewis-Palmer High School Varsity Football vs 

Castle View, Fri., Oct. 10, 7 p.m., Don Breese Stadium, 
1300 Higby Rd., Monument. Info: 488-4720.

• Palmer Ridge High School Varsity Football vs 
Legend, Fri., Oct. 17, 7 p.m., Don Breese Stadium, 
1300 Higby Rd., Monument. Info: 867-8600. 

• Lewis-Palmer High School Varsity Football vs 
Pueblo South, Fri., Oct. 24, 7 p.m. Don Breese 
Stadium, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument. Info: 488-4720.

• Palmer Ridge High School Jazz & Choir Concert, 
Tue., Oct. 28, 7 p.m., Black Box Theatre, 19255 
Monument Hill Road, Monument. Info: 867-8600. 

• Lewis-Palmer High School Concert Winds, Jazz, 
Thu., Oct. 30, 7 p.m., Auditorium, 1300 Higby Rd., 
Monument. Info: 867-8600. 

• Palmer Ridge High School Fall Concert Classic: 
Symphonic Winds, Fri., Oct. 31, all day, auditorium, 
19255 Monument Hill Road, Monument. Info: 867-
8600. 

• Palmer Ridge High School Varsity Football vs Vista 
Ridge, Fri., Oct 31, 7 p.m., Don Breese Stadium, 1300 
Higby Rd., Monument. Info: 867-8600.

To have your event listed at no charge in Our Community 
Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send the information 
to our_community_calendar@hotmail.com or P.O. Box 
1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.
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TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured
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BASEMENT FINISHING
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 

www.BaileyHomesMonument.com 

Kissing Camels Beauty

Alice�s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate Presents  

Stunning Monument Home
Immaculate and large 5 
bd., 4 ba. home on a pri-
vate one-acre lot. Gourmet 
kitchen, full-equipped thea-
ter room, walk-out finished 
lower-level, 3-car garage, 
and many more amenities. 
Easy access to I-25.  
Incredible top-o-the-world 
views. Only $685,000.

www.ColoradoSpringsHomePages.com  
Call Alice for a Showing Today! 

Alice Sweatman  
719-200-5258

Very large ranch town-
home with the most  
incredible views of Pikes 
Peak and the 3rd hole of 
Kissing Camels Golf 
Course. 3 bd., 4 ba. 
Unique private sauna/hot-
tub complex on the lower-
level. Gated community. 
Would make a great  
seasonal home, executive rental, or year round home. Make an offer � very 
motivated seller. $730,000.

15954 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Suite B-281 - Monument, CO 80132
www.mountainfinancialgroup.com

TIRED of Low CD Rates?

What would you do with an extra $300 to $5000 per
month?

This is not an offer to sell securities or to make an investment.

Earn more in 3 months than you do now in 1 year!

Have you ever thought of investing in Real Estate as a
secured Lender?

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

719-487-1559

10/10/08. 


	9-11 remembered
	Interchange contract award Oct. 3
	Palmer Lake water treatment plant requires $1.9 million upgrade
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