
By Chris Pollard
Nearly 100 residents attended a public 
meeting on April 1 to hear a presentation 
by the newly formed Front Range Envi-
ronmental Resource Coalition (FRERC) 
regarding the proposal by Dyad Petroleum 
of Midland Texas to drill two exploratory 
wells on the side of Mount Herman.

FRERC was recently formed by 
residents of the area adjacent to Mount 
Herman. They have started to gather in-
formation about the issues associated with 
gas drilling that are of concern to local resi-
dents and to communicate them to relevant 
parties.  They also want to ensure that 
best efforts are made to ensure adequate 
controls.

Chris Amenson introduced the orga-
nization to the audience, and Fred Lanyon 
gave a description of the project.  Dyad has 
leased 21,000 acres of the Pike National 
Forest, covering an area from several miles 
south of the northern border of the Air 
Force Academy to several miles north of 
Palmer Lake.  The initial proposal is to 
drill two 8,000-foot directional wells from 
5-acre pads just west of Mount Herman 
Road and Red Rocks Drive.  The wells 
would reach under Mount Herman and 
the adjacent Raspberry Mountain. If gas is 
found, then there would be a 20-acre com-
pressor site between the two wells.

The U.S. Forest Service is due to re-
lease its Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) draft within the next few weeks. Then 
there will be a 30-day public comment pe-
riod, followed by a Forestry Service rework 
in response to comments obtained and then 
a final release of the EIS. Based on public 
comments, the Forest Service can approve 
or disapprove the permit or request further 

study.
Bill Benson then spoke about the 

process of drilling and the potential im-
plications of the drilling, fracturing, and 
servicing of the wells. He noted that the 
area planned for drilling consists of porous 
rock, which allows water to travel through 
it into the various aquifers that supply the 
drinking water to area residents.  For the 
Town of Palmer Lake, the leased area cov-
ers most of the catchment basin for surface 
water.

While there is some risk of a “blow-
out” in drilling, most of his concerns were 
directed to the problems of chemicals used 
in what is called the fracturing or “fracing” 
(pronounced fracking) process and chemi-
cals released when the well is in produc-
tion.  In fracing, a process now used in the 
majority of wells, a usually toxic brew of 
chemicals is injected into the rock at very 
high pressure to create cracks and spaces 
for the gas to flow through to reach the well 
pipe.  

Benson noted that there were several 
hundred chemicals that a driller could use, 
but there is no requirement for disclosing 
what they are.  There is usually a protective 
casing for the upper part of the well to pre-
vent groundwater interfering with the drill-
ing operation. But in some cases, this is not 
sufficient to keep the fracing chemicals in 
the pipe, citing a testimonial from someone 
whose water well was blown out after frac-
ing occurred 1,000 feet from their home.  
Benson cited several other people (all in 
Colorado) who said they themselves had 
been contaminated with these chemicals, 
from their well water or by surface spills 
and airborne contamination.  

Gloria Lanyon gave a short case study 

on the town of Pinedale, Wyo., where she 
once lived.  Located about 100 miles north 
of Rock Springs, the area was well-known 
for trout fishing and elk and moose hunting. 
Then gas was discovered nearby in 1975. 
There was little resulting activity until 
1993, when the process of fracing started to 
greatly improve well productivity. She said 
the people there did not understand when 
the fracing started and were in general not 
friendly to environmentalists or the idea of 
protected areas.  Because of the effects of 
fracing on the environment, they now sup-
port and welcome help from environmental 
organizations and believe that conditions 
would have gotten worse.  

Pinedale newspapers have reported 
well contamination with hydrocarbons and 
high mountain lakes showing degradation 
from oxygen deficiency and acidification 
from the drilling and production emis-
sions.  (It should be noted that Pinedale is 
20 miles from the Jonah main well field, not 
immediately adjacent to developed areas.) 
The region’s air, which Lanyon believed to 
be once among the nation’s cleanest, has 
now turned to a common brown haze; she 
said two ozone advisories were issued in 
just one month in 2008. Where there were 
once only proposals for 500 wells, there are 
now 3,100 wells.  

Amenson noted that representatives 
from Dyad had been invited to the meeting 
but had declined to attend, suggesting that it 
was premature because no permit had been 
granted.  Several residents volunteered to 
help in planning and producing comments 
when the EIS statement is issued.  

The FRERC has a Web site, http:
//frerc.org, where a copy of the evening’s 
presentation was to be posted.
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The Best Location in Woodmoor! Over 3/4-acre treed lot. 5 bd, 
3 ba. Great room, formal dining room, large eat-in kitchen, finished 
lower-level, two fireplaces, fully landscaped yard with hot tub. 
Recently remodeled. Only $369,900!

The perfect Woodmoor home! 4 br with loft area, 3.5 ba. Quiet 
street. Level corner lot with trees. Large deck, great room, formal 
dining room, large kitchen with separate breakfast room, master 
suite with fireplace. Finished walk-out lower level. Only $345,000!

WOODMOOR

A diamond in the rough in Palmer 
Lake! 2 bd, 1 ba, unfinished lower-level 
with private entrance on a .22 acre corner 
lot! Great views, room to add garage, 
workshop, etc. Zoned for duplex/triplex. 
Needs TLC. Only $159,900!

3.13-acres in Palmer Lake! Exceptional 
lot with trees, meadows, and panoramic 
views of city lights and mountains! Close 
to national forest, easy build, county main-
tained road, city water, septic required. No 
covenants! Only $204,900!

Monument townhome! Over 1600 sq. ft. 
4 bd, 3 ba. New paint, flooring, and light 
fixtures. Large patio. Light and bright unit, 
quiet complex, pets allowed. 2-car as-
signed parking, vaulted ceilings. The best 
unit for the money! Only $147,000!

REDUCED!

Shopping for a home loan? 
Let us help you save money! 

� Pre-Approvals�Shop as if you  
had cash in your pocket! 

� Low Rates�Save money every 
month! 

� In-House Underwriting�Faster 
approvals! 

� Personal Service�Communication 
through the whole process 

� Abundant Loan Programs�Let me 
find the one right for you! 

1840 Woodmoor Drive, Suite 110, Monument, CO 80132 

Kathy Blanton, Loan Advisor 
719-488-4368 office 
719-237-1199 cell 
800-558-1643, fax 
Kblanton@coloradomtg.com 
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Patrick Hall, Agent
581 Highway 105
Monument, CO 80132-9138
Bus: 719-481-0092
www.patrickhallagency.com

Jack Johnson 
(719) 499-4210 

For all your  Home Improvement Needs! 
Over 30 Years Experience

Jack of All Trades Home Improvements 

��Custom Woodworking 
��Decks & Fencing 
��Basements
��Remodels
��Drywall, Framing & Finish Work 
��Small Jobs Welcome 
��FREE Estimates 

Support Our Community-Shop Tri-Lakes
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D20, 4 bd, 4 ba, office, 
loft, and 4-car garage. 
Granite, stainless steel, 
and hardwoods.  
Hot tub, custom deck, 
professionally 
landscaped. Only 
$459,900.

3 bd, 4 ba, 2 car garage. 
Gorgeous 2003, with 
finished walk-out lower-
level, backs to open 
space. Great investment/
rental too. Only 
$222,000.

Tour both homes at www.
TellMeSomeMore.net 

Cher DeCoud, LHP, QSC
Associate Broker
Call Cher, start packing!
Cell:    494-5177
cher.decoud@ 
WeSellMore.net 

I offer military and healthcare workers bonus  
to buyers and sellers. Call for details.  

Amazing Value 

Main-Level Master

SOLD!

By John Heiser
At the March 10 meeting of the Pikes Peak Regional 
Water Authority (PPRWA), Boyle Engineering rep-
resentatives Steve Price and Mary Williams Stahl 
presented an update on their engineering study for 
the project proposed to transport as much as 50,000 
acre-feet of water per year north to the Tri-Lakes 
area from fallowed fields on farms along the lower 
Arkansas River. An acre-foot is 326,851 gallons. 

The current members of the authority are the 
Cherokee Metropolitan District, the City of Foun-
tain, the Donala Water and Sanitation District, the 
Town of Monument, the Town of Palmer Lake, the 
Triview Metropolitan District, and the Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation District.

The Boyle study is considering various alterna-
tives including the amounts of water to be transport-
ed, pipeline routings, and treatment locations. 

Alternative amounts of water
1. 6,735 acre-feet per year to address just the 

projected needs in the Tri-Lakes area.
2. 15,235 acre-feet per year to address Tri-Lakes 

area needs as well as the needs of the Fountain 
and the Cherokee District.

3. 50,000 acre-feet per year to provide additional 
capacity to serve other areas as a way to share 
the cost of construction and operation.

Pipeline routing alternatives
1. A western alignment 76 miles long.
2. A central alignment 83 miles long.
3. An eastern alignment 111 miles long.

In each case, for 15,235 acre-feet per year, 6 
pump stations will be required and, depending on 
the alignment chosen, the construction cost will 
vary between $130 million and $175 million. Each 
alignment has different issues such as the availabil-
ity of utility easements and the number of stream 
crossings.

Operational alternatives
1. All storage at Stonewall Springs near Pueblo. 

Treatment near Stonewall Springs.
2. All storage in the Tri-Lakes area with water 

treatment near Stonewall Springs.
3. Storage in the Tri-Lakes area and at Stonewall 

Springs. Treatment near Stonewall Springs.
4. Storage in the Tri-Lakes area and at Stonewall 

Springs. Treatment near Fountain.
Tri-Lakes area storage is currently assumed to 

be on the Younger Ranch on Highway 83.
Water treatment is needed to address water 

quality concerns that include salinity, selenium, 
iron, sulfate, pharmaceuticals, and radionuclides. 
The study is currently assuming that water treatment 
using reverse osmosis will be required.

Preliminary cost estimates: 

These figures exclude land acquisition, permitting, 
and the cost of water but include installation of pipe 
and construction of pump stations, water treatment 
plants, and storage facilities. Price emphasized that 
these figures are subject to change as the study pro-
ceeds. He said that at this stage of analysis, alterna-
tives 1, 3, and 4 are essentially identical in cost. 

An estimate of annual operating and mainte-
nance costs is being developed. 

The draft report is due in mid-April.
Water Infrastructure Planning

 Study (WIPS) completed
Copies of the final WIPS report have been distrib-
uted to the members and can be purchased for $100 
from the PPRWA. An electronic copy is to be posted 
on the PPRWA Web site but, as of press time, had not 
yet been posted. The final cost for the WIPS study 
totaled $274,043. 

Proposal for follow-on water 
supply/demand study tabled

At the February 8 PPRWA meeting, Jon Ford, 
groundwater hydrologist and vice president of Leon-
ard Rice Engineers, presented a proposal to refine 
the WIPS projections of local supply and demand 
though 2025 based on: 
• Using water from the Dawson, Denver, and 

Laramie-Fox Hills aquifers in addition to the 
Arapahoe aquifer.

• Additional surface water supplies available 
through exchanges on Monument Creek.

• Applying a 12 percent demand reduction due to 
conservation by customers.

• Revising the demand projections based on the 
recent decrease in development in the Tri-Lakes 
area.

• Strategic placement of 6 additional Arapahoe 
aquifer wells within the Tri-Lakes area.

Ford estimated the study would cost less than 
$50,000. 

At the March 10 PPRWA meeting, representa-
tives of Monument, Palmer Lake, and Triview an-
nounced that they would not be contributing toward 
the cost of the study. Since the results would not ap-
ply to Fountain or the Cherokee district that would 
leave just the Donala and Woodmoor districts to pay 
for the study so the proposal was tabled.

The Donala district subsequently announced 
that it will have the firm do a similar study covering 
just the Donala district.

Executive sessions
Executive sessions to address preparations for ne-
gotiations were held at the beginning and end of the 
public session.

**********
The next regular meeting of the PPRWA will be held 
April 16 at 8:30 a.m. at Monument Town Hall, 166 
Second Street. The meetings are normally held on 
the third Wednesday of each month at 8:30 a.m. The 
PPRWA Web site is www.pprwa.com.

10% OFF with this coupon*

I-25 & Baptist Road�Adjacent to King Soopers 
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday 

719-481-0708
� Over 1000 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines 
� 300 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers 
� Fine Cigars   �  Wide Variety of Spirits 
� Walk-In Wine Cooler 

* Excludes purchases of kegs, cigarettes & other sale items. Expires 4/30/08

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. 6.01% APY paid on balances between one penny and $50,000, and 1.01% APY paid 
on all amounts above $50,000 each cycle the minimum requirements are met. Dividends begin to accrue upon account 
opening. If you do not meet the requirements during a given cycle, you will earn the Base Rate of 0.25% APY. Rates as of 
April 1, 2008. We may change the dividend rate and APY at any time after the account is opened. Must make at least 12 
check card transactions each cycle to qualify for MAX Rate and refunded ATM Fees. 12 check card transactions must be 
signature (credit) based to qualify. Make twelve or more signature/credit-based transaction purchases using your Visa® Check 
Card. PIN based transactions do not count toward the 12 required transactions. Must also make at least one ACH or Direct 
Deposit to/from MAX Checking (S12) account. No minimum balance required. No minimum balance to open this account. 
Available to personal accounts only. No monthly service charge. If you do not meet the requirements per cycle, your account 
will still function as a free checking account earning the Base Rate, however it will not receive ATM Refunds for that time 
period. ATM refunds up to $25 per cycle (limited to $4.99 per item) if requirements are met. A cycle is defined as the period 
between the last business day of the month and the next to last business day of the following month.  Federally insured by 
NCUA. **APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Requires direct deposit and automatic payment. Requires 
MAX Checking account. MAX Checking account must remain open to qualify for rate. 36 monthly payments 
of $296.00 per $10,000.00 borrowed at 3.99% APR. Limited time offer; rate subject to change. Other rates 
and terms available. Other restrictions apply. 
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* On site manager 
* Lighted indoor

arena 
* Outdoor arenas; 
    dressage & lighted 
    warmup arena 
* Large turnout
   areas 

* Horse: Training,  
 Exercising &

Youngsters Started

*English Pleasure
*Western Pleasure  
*Dressage 

*Certified 
  Horsemanship 
  Association 

ride@ppra.biz
http://ppra.biz

16685 Roller Coaster Road, COS 80921

*Year Round 
*Group & Private 
*Ages 7 - Adult 

*Heated Lounge,
*Snacks, Microwave 
*Refrigerator 

*Family 
Environment 

Est. 1996

HORSEBACK
RIDING

PROVIDES:
*Anxiety Outlet 
*Exercise 

INCREASED:
*Concentration
*Balance
*Small Motor Skill

Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, March 10

Ag water import cost estimates 
soar to as much as $1.6 billion

Operational\af 6,735 15,235 50,000
Alternative 1 253 451 984
Alternative 2 385 785 1,644
Alternative 3 260 440 918
Alternative 4 276 456 1,011

Capital Costs (in $ millions)
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By John Heiser
At the March 19 meeting of the Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority (PPRWA), the group decided to form two com-
mittees: One to pursue a source of renewable water and 
one to look at ways of coordinating local operations. 

The current members of the authority are the Chero-
kee Metropolitan District, the City of Fountain, the Donala 
Water and Sanitation District, the Town of Monument, the 
Town of Palmer Lake, the Triview Metropolitan District, 
and the Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District

The renewable water committee consists of represen-
tatives of the Cherokee district, Fountain, Monument, and 
the Woodmoor district. 

The local operations committee consists of represen-
tatives of the Donala district, Monument, Palmer Lake, the 

Triview district, and the Woodmoor district.
Phil Steininger, president of the PPRWA and general 

manager of the Woodmoor district, distributed draft cop-
ies of a paper on regional collaboration in which he sug-
gests formation of a metropolitan water district to own, 
operate, and administer new facilities such as a major 
supply or water treatment project. In a separate concept 
paper, Steininger suggests consolidation of administration 
and operation of the local districts. The two papers were 
assigned to the local operations committee for discussion.

Legislative update
Gary Barber, manager of the authority, reported that 
Colorado HB08-1141, which would require developers to 

Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, March 19

Authority forms committees to do planning
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website. 
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1435 Cipriani Loop, Monument 
(719) 488-3358 � www.gym4tykes.com

Spring Session thru May 31
Sign up for 8 weeks of classes and receive 
FREE Unlimited Open Gym!

Birthday Parties
Schedule your party today before 
the timeslots fill up. Now include 
cotton candy with your party! 
Choose different setups including 
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Thomas tunnels, or our new Extreme roller 
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this ad for $10 OFF 
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break. 

Permanent Gallery
Front Range Jewelry

Unique Handcrafted Designs
www.frontrangejewelry.com

We
’ve

Mo
ved
!!

488-0889
245 Jefferson St

Old Town Monument
At 2 Watts Creative Center

www.BeadCorner.net

Bring In This Ad To Receive

 20% off 
Your Total Purchase

We Have Classes Too!

Co
me I

n T
o

Se
e W

ha
t’s

 N
ew

!

Think Beads For Your 
Next Party!

www.AllThingsInNature.com 
Kathleen Green 

Owner &  Garden Designer 

All Things In Nature LLC 

Garden Design & Planting  

WaterWise & Perennial Gardens 
Renovations & New Construction 

Butterfly & Wildlife Gardens 
Eco-friendly, Chemical free gardens 

481-5659

Two Moms and a Broom 
Residential and New Construction Cleaning 
LET US DO YOUR DIRTY WORK! 

Licensed    Bonded    Insured 
Call Wendi at 322-8497 or Tracy at 216-2989 

Specializing in decluttering and organizing



Page 4 Vol. 8 No. 4Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 5Sat., April 5, 2008

identify a sustainable water supply for their developments, 
has “hit an impasse.” Colorado SB08-119, which origi-
nally would have authorized the use of cisterns to collect 
rainwater from up to 3,000 square feet of roof on a single-
family primary residence, has been amended to conduct a 
test to assess potential impacts to water rights holders. The 
amended bill has passed the house and been introduced in 
the senate.

Conservation plan update
Rocky Wiley of Rothberg, Tamburini, and Winsor (RTW) 
Engineering, reported that the application seeking a 
$60,000 grant to develop a comprehensive coordinated 
conservation plan is nearly complete. He noted that he is 
awaiting letters of support from Triview and Palmer Lake. 
All the PPRWA members except Cherokee had previously 
agreed to supply a letter of support. Cherokee has been 
pursuing approval of its own separate conservation plan. 

Fountain’s challenge
City of Fountain utility director Larry Patterson passed 
around a map showing new developments in Fountain. 
The map showed over 16,000 lots of new developments, 
most of which are residential.

Falcon area districts interested in joining
Larry Bishop, manager of the Woodman Hills Metropoli-
tan District and former manager of the Triview district, 
said that Woodman Hills currently has about 2,400 taps 

with an anticipated 4,500 at full build-out. He announced 
that a group called Falcon Area Service Providers has been 
formed. It includes Woodman Hills; Falcon Highlands 
Metropolitan District; Paintbrush Hills Metropolitan 
District; Meridian Service Ranch Metropolitan District, 
which is expected to grow to as many as 10,000 taps; and 
Four Way Ranch, which currently has one house but is 
expected to grow to as many as 12,000 taps. He said all of 
the districts are dependent on Denver Basin groundwater. 
He added that many of the wells in that area produce as 
little as 20-50 gallons per minute. He said the group is 
“very interested in what the [PPRWA] is doing.” He an-
nounced that Woodman Hills will be applying for PPRWA 
membership. 

**********
The next regular meeting of the PPRWA will be held April 
16 at 8:30 a.m. at Monument Town Hall, 166 Second Street. 
The meetings are normally held on the third Wednesday 
of each month at 8:30 a.m. Most of the meetings are held 
at Monument Town Hall; however, the meeting June 18 
will be held at the City of Fountain office, 116 S. Main in 
Fountain and the meeting October 15 will be held at the 
Cherokee Metropolitan District office, 6250 Palmer Park 
Blvd. in Colorado Springs.

The PPRWA Web site is www.pprwa.com.

17855 Fairplay Way, Woodmoor � 5 bedrooms, 3 baths, hard-
wood floors throughout upper living area. Central air conditioning. 
Over 1⁄2-acre with trees on private cul-de sac. Shows beautifully. 
$289,000.

Walkout Lower Level!

32 Pineview Street, Palmer Lake � Cute 3 to 4 bedroom, 2 to 3 
bath cottage located in an idyllic setting near National Forest. Beau-
tiful rock fireplace and original oak hardwood floors. Spectacular 
views. $239,000. Over 1⁄4 ac. lot with space for extra building. 

Affordable & Private!

All my Listings have Virtual Tours at www.AndyEllisHomes.com 

2007 Winner of Prudential 
President�s Circle Award�Top 5% in 
sales throughout the United States. 

Delivering Results Since 1995. 

315 McShane, West Oak Ridge � Perfect Goetzmann home, open 
floor plan, new carpet, new neutral paint, master bedroom with dou-
ble walk-in closets, 5 piece master bath, two other light, bright bed-
rooms plus bonus study/bedroom. Incredible landscaping. $279,000.

Reduced $30K!

18720 Toboggan Hill, Woodmoor � Open floor plan with rock 
fireplace focal point in the family/great room. Large kitchen with 
built-ins, counter bar and hardwood floors. 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, over 3,000 finished sq. ft. Needs some TLC. List $289,000.

Next to green space!

541 Coyote Willow, Northgate�Master bedroom suite on the 
main-level. Three more nice-sized bedrooms plus a loft on the up-
per-level. Five-piece master bathroom and large walk-in closet. 
Office on main-level. Hardwood floors. Main-level laundry. 1700 sq. 
ft. garden-level basement, bonus area wide open for a multitude of 
uses. Rough-in for a bathroom. Humidifier, security system. Custom 
deck. 4 car garage. List price $415,000.

Built in 2005

FREE Xeriscape Class!
Thursday, April 24  

6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Presented by  
Landscape Architect  

Don Classan 
Sponsored by the  

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District 
1845 Woodmoor Drive 

Reservations required
For information and reservations,  

call 488-2525 ext. 10  
www.woodmoorwater.com 

Guitar
Lessons

All Ages • All Levels • All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious 
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 20 years’ 

Teaching Experience 

Call Mike at 487-8435



Driving skills tests are subject to availability.
Prices may change without notice.

The First Fatal Second of a Crash
By Steve Williams, Vice President, Operations, National Driver Training Institute

Continuing our examination of strategic driving, this month we will examine 
principle 25 which says:  Do not move your motor vehicle until everyone in the 
vehicle is properly secured by a suitable occupant restraint.  National ad campaigns 
have encouraged us, for years, to buckle up.  In spite of clever mascots like crash 
test dummies and talking cars, there are still people who believe that they do not 
need to wear a safety restraint in a motor vehicle.  Some claim that they don’t need 
safety belts on short trips, others claim they don’t need safety belts on interstate road 
systems.  Both claims are wrong, and it is my suspicion that the real reason people 
don’t wear seat belts is a matter of personal comfort; they don’t like the feel of the 
belt against their neck.  Perhaps the belt material irritates their sensitive skin. 

If you are a safety belt nay-sayer, or if you know someone who is, let me do my best 
to persuade you to change your ways.  First, the law requires that we use safety belts.  
Some libertarian citizens (read it again, it does not say “librarian”) will disagree 
with the government having any say as to what goes on in their cars, but it is still 
the law.  While I agree with your right to protest, I must point out that protesting the 
seat belt law only hurts the protestor and his/her family.

The Colorado Driver Handbook says this about the Colorado Safety Belt Law:
Colorado’s Safety Belt Law requires that a fastened safety belt must be worn in 
all motor vehicles, that were factory equipped with a safety belt system, while in 
operation on public roadways by...
• The driver.
• Every front seat passenger.
• Every child between the ages of 4 and 16 and/or over 40 pounds seated anywhere 
in the vehicle.

The Child Passenger Protection Act is a companion law that addresses children under 
the age of 4 and 40 lbs.  Essentially, it prescribes that these children be restrained 
in a car seat.  Do you know that there are children who survived collisions because 
they were in a car seat, even though the car seat was not properly fastened to the 
car?  Even more lives are saved when both the child and the car seat are properly 
restrained.

If the law does not persuade you, allow me to describe what happens to an unbelted 
driver in the first second of a collision.  This text is taken from an episode of Dragnet 
(later reprinted in a Dear Abby column).  If this does not convince you to wear a 
seat-belt, you should not get on the open road.

If a driver is not wearing a seat-belt, what happens in the first fatal second after a 
car traveling 55 mph hits a solid object?

In the first tenth of the second, the front bumper and grill collapse.

The second tenth finds the hood crumbling, rising, and striking the windshield 
as the spinning rear wheels lift from the ground.  Simultaneously, fenders begin 
wrapping themselves around the solid object.  Although the car’s frame has been 
halted, the rest of the car is still going 55 miles per hour.  Instinct has caused the 
driver to stiffen his legs against the crash, so they snap at the knee joint.

During the third tenth of the second, the steering wheel starts to disintegrate and 
the steering column aims for the drivers chest.

The fourth tenth of the second finds two feet of the car’s front end wrecked, 
while the rear end still moves at about 35 miles per hour.  The driver’s body is still 
traveling 55 miles per hour.

In the fifth tenth of a second, the driver is impaled on the steering column and 
blood rushes into the lungs.

In the sixth tenth of the second, the impact has built up to the point that the 
driver’s feet are ripped out of the tightly laced shoes.  The brake pedal breaks 
off.  The car frame buckles in the middle.  The driver’s head smashes into the 
windshield as the rear wheels, still spinning, fall back to earth.

In the seventh tenth of the second, hinges rip loose, doors fly open, and the seats 
break free, striking the driver from behind.

The seat striking the driver and the three tenths of the second remaining mean 
nothing to the driver because he is already dead.

Seat belts save lives.  Buckle-Up It’s the Law.  Click-it or Ticket.  They are not 
just slogans, they are true.  Wear your safety belt.

As a treat for you, this months video is a You Tube clip of the actual Dragnet 
segment.  Check it out at:

www.USDriverTraining.com/DriverEdColumn6.php

Next month, I will examine another principle of strategic driving.  As always, 
your questions and comments are welcome.  Just send an e-mail to: 

HSLDACOLUMN@NationalDriverTraining.com

For more information about driver education or the National Driver Training 
Institute, please visit our website at www.NationalDriverTraining.com or call one 
of our testing centers at the bottom of the page.

Convenient testing centers at:
14311 E. 4th St     4432 Austin Bluffs Pkwy  1040 S. Raritan St       478 Malley Dr   17727 Cottonwood Dr
Aurora, CO 80011     Colorado Springs, CO 80918 Denver, CO 80223       Northglenn, CO 80233   Parker, CO 80134
303-343-8100     719-266-4700   303-922-1000       303-255-2675    720-876-0400

Comprehensive, 30 hour Driver Education 
(Mandatory for 15 year-olds)

4 hour Driver Awareness Lectures for 15 1/2 year-olds
(Available in both Colorado Springs & Parker)

Private In-Car Instruction

2 hour

4 hour

6 hour (mandatory for 15 year-olds)

8 hour

& 12 hour programs

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Point Reduction Programs:

Adult Defensive Driving Programs

“Last Chance” Level 3 Driver Improvement

State Testing:

State Permit Testing

State License Skills Testing

State Motorcycle Testing

Official Colorado state tests are provided on a walk-in 
basis and replace tests provided by the Department of 
Revenue. Test with us; No Appointment Necessary.

•

•

•

•

•

We offer the following products and services in your area:



Upcoming Public Meetings
Ice cream and conversation at the Rock House in Palmer Lake starting at 4:30 p.m. 
on April 9th.

Community tour of PRHS on April 6th at 1:30 p.m.  Please contact Robin Adair at 
488-4700 for details.

The Board of Education meeting this month is on April 17th starting at 7:00 p.m. at 
the District’s administration offi ces (Big Red).

LPSD Preschool Happenings
We have some very exciting changes in store for preschool this fall, as our preschool programs 
continue to expand and change to better serve families within our district. This past year, 
District preschool classes were offered at four locations and served 165 students. Next fall, 
there will be preschool at six locations with extended-day options in two places. This new 
option will include before & after care and/or a longer program, depending on the age of the 
students.

In addition, there are several programs and locations within the district that offer specifi c 
services depending on the needs of your child.  Our preschools are primarily structured 
around the general education concept; however, students with disabilities may have special 
accommodations according to their IEP’s within the general education framework.

For the 2008/09 school year, the following preschool sites and options will be offered on a 
space-available basis.  Every district elementary school plus PRHS will host a preschool site. 
(The PLES program will be housed at the Palmer Lake Early Childhood Center on McShane 
Drive.)  PWES will have an extended-day program option, and PRHS will have a full-day 
program only.

Report to the Community • April 2008

Dear Lewis-Palmer Patrons:
The Community Budget Summit held on March 10th was well attended, drawing over 100 
parents, students, staff and community members from the Tri-Lakes area.  The evening began 
with a presentation by District staff and was fi lled with excellent ideas and questions from 
the audience.  During the summit, current budget challenges were reviewed and anticipated 
responses were discussed, with the planned response for the 2008-09 school year being a 
reduction of operational costs in the amount of $1.8 million.  (Please refer to last month’s 
Superintendent’s Report to the Community for more information on these reductions.)

The next round of discussions is beginning to take place regarding the District’s Strategic 
Vision.  Now that the vision has been identifi ed, the next step will be to prioritize the elements 
of the vision.  From there, conversations will begin surrounding these elements, and we will 
begin to answer questions such as – “What will these elements look like and what strategies/
practices will we use to attain these goals?”

I most recently had the pleasure of talking with about 20 of our high school students 
regarding the District’s Strategic Vision.  Their conversations and insights were outstanding 
and focused on the components necessary for children to fi nd success in the 21st century.

Other conversations with teachers, parents and patrons have been equally enlightening, and 
it is clear to me from these many and varied conversations with students, parents, staff and 
community members that (1) our community supports the preparation of all children within 
our schools; and (2) they expect excellence from their schools and staff members.

And it is with this support and these expectations that we continue to move forward... 

In pursuit of excellence,

Dr. Raymond H. Blanch, Superintendent of Schools

SUPERINTENDENT'Supdate
In Pursuit of Excellence

Visit Lewis-Palmer School District #38 on the web at www.lewispalmer.org to fi nd out more!

Palmer Ridge High School 
Update
Construction of Palmer Ridge High School 
is progressing on target and on budget, and 
the school should be set to open for classes 
this fall.

The glass enclosure on the bridge (which 
connects the academic area to the arts 
area) is near completion, and work on the 
frontage road will begin at the end of April.
These improvements will result in road 
widening and the addition of turning lanes.
In addition, the District will ask the Colorado 
Department of Transportation to create a 
school zone on the frontage road.   

Throughout the remainder of the spring and 
into the summer months, signifi cant progress 
will be made on the athletic fi elds and 
school grounds, as well as many other areas 
of the campus.

We are excited about this progress and the 
upcoming opening and would like you, our 
District stakeholders, to continue to share in 
this excitement.  We have planned our next 
Community tour of PRHS for April 6.  (Please 
see the “Upcoming Public Meetings” section 
for more information.)

1
2
3
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Two local districts part of pilot water conservation program
By Susan Hindman and David 

Futey
Water conservation has become 
more than just a matter of limit-
ing your sprinkler time to three 
days a week during a dry spell. 
With aquifer levels dropping and 
additional housing developments 
on the horizon—and considering 
our low precipitation totals even 
in a good year—we are witness-
ing the beginning of an era when 
our available water from the aqui-
fers and local reservoir and river 
systems is seriously threatened. 

Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority recently released the 
Water Infrastructure Planning 
Study (WIPS) report, which 
projected a shortfall of water by 
2020 of about 2,100 acre-feet per 

year without substantial improve-
ments in conservation and ef-
ficiency. An acre-foot is 326,851 
gallons. Current water demand 
by the seven WIPS participating 
districts is approximately 4,200 
acre-feet per year; by 2020, the 
projected demand is approxi-
mately 7,500 acre-feet per year. 

In addition, according to 
Donala Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict, water rates could double or 
quadruple during the next eight 
years, depending on how regional 
water agencies solve water access 
and delivery challenges. 

Among the report’s recom-
mendations is that all water pro-
viders immediately implement 
conservation programs to reduce 
overall demand.

El Paso County agencies, 
developers, contractors, and 
other professionals have formed 
an informal, solutions-oriented 
partnership to address water con-
servation. The program, called 
Water Returns, seeks homeown-
ers in participating communities 
who are interested in becoming 
educated about landscaping 
practices that decrease water use, 
improve aesthetics, and enhance 
property values, while conserv-
ing water. Residents can choose 
to install new landscape, make 
significant renovations to exist-
ing landscape, or do simple retro-
fits or improvements to existing 
landscape. 

The program is being co-

ordinated by Cherokee Metro-
politan District, which notes that 
“Coloradoans spend about half 
of their water on outdoor irriga-
tion. There’s a better answer than 
just spending more money to 
buy more water.” It’s estimated 
that easily applied, yet attractive 
landscaping practices can result 
in water savings of around 30 
percent.

The Donala and Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation Districts 
are among the 10 county water 
districts that have signed up for 
the Water Returns pilot project. 
Each district is seeking six cus-
tomers who will volunteer to at-
tend four workshops, offer their 
yards for xeriscaping (water-
conserving landscaping) efforts, 
and agree to be the neighborhood 
“experts.” Both districts will pay 
their registration fees and are of-
fering to pay 25 percent of the 
participants’ landscaping costs, 
up to $2,000.

The workshops will be held 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon on April 
26, May 31, June 28, and Sept. 
27 at the Cherokee district of-
fices, 6250 Palmer Park Blvd. 
Training in xeriscape techniques 
as well as resources and support 
will be provided by Colorado 
State University Extension. CSU 
volunteers will maintain a help 
hotline to assist the homeowners 
throughout the project. 

After the training is com-
plete, Donala says these residents 

will be asked to be the district’s 
“poster children” for landscap-
ing ideas and will hopefully help 
neighbors as they seek to enhance 
their own landscaping.

Interested Woodmoor and 
Donala residents should contact 
their respective districts for 
further information. To learn 
more about the program, visit 
www.cherokeemetro.org.

Things we can all do to 
help

Each water district has its unique 
challenges, and residents can 
help reduce water use by reading 
up on a program called “Wa-
ter—Use It Wisely,” a national 
comprehensive water conserva-
tion campaign. The campaign 
has grown to include more than 
200 organizations around the 
country. 

Over the next few months, 
OCN will be highlighting wa-
ter issues as well as conserva-
tion tips, which can be found 
at the program’s Web site, 
www.wateruseitwisely.com/, 
“100 Ways to Save Water.” Here 
are 10 tips from that site:
1. If you use a broom to sweep 

your driveway and sidewalk 
instead of hosing them 
down, you can save up to 80 
gallons of water every time. 

2. Replacing a flower or shrub 
with a low-water-use plant 
for year-round landscape 
color can save up to 550 
gallons each year.

3. Put food coloring in 
your toilet tank. If it seeps 
into the toilet bowl, you 
have a leak. It’s easy to fix, 
and you can save more than 
600 gallons a month.
4. Plant during 
the spring or fall when the 
watering requirements are 
lower.
5. Keep a pitcher of water 
in the refrigerator instead 
of running the tap for 
cold drinks, so that every 

drop goes down you, not the 
drain.

6. Keep a bucket in the shower 
to catch water as it warms 
up or runs. Use this water to 
flush toilets or water plants.

7. Use the garbage disposal 
sparingly. Compost instead 
and save gallons every time.

8. Drop that tissue in the trash 
instead of flushing it and 
save gallons every time.

9. Collect the water you use for 
rinsing produce and reuse it 
to water houseplants.

10. Use a layer of organic 
mulch around plants to 
reduce evaporation and save 
hundreds of gallons of water 
a year.

For more information
For a national perspective on the 
issues of water, you may wish to 
review the following:
1. The Great Lakes Water 

Wars, by Peter Annin (2006): 
This book notes that even in 
the area of the world with the 
largest amount of available 
freshwater, contention for 
water abounds. 

2. “Options Running Dry,” 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 
www.jsonline.com/story/
index.aspx?id=731125: This 
article, posted on March 
23, 2008, describes the 
water shortages faced by 
the Southeast, in particular 
the Atlanta metro area, 
and the concern over water 
diversions within and from 
the Great Lakes Basin. 

3. U.S. Drought Monitor, http:
/ / d r o u g h t . u n l . e d u / d m /
monitor.html: This Web site, 
maintained by the National 
Drought Mitigation Center at 
the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, provides a map of 
current drought conditions 
and links to information on 
preparing for and mitigating 
drought, along with a gallery 
photos of drought conditions 
from various states. 

Get the results you want� 

...in all the 
right places!  

www.FitnessArchitects.com

� Paramount Circuit Training 

� Free Motion Express 

� State-of-the-art  
Equipment 

� Spinning Classes 

� Pilates and Yoga 

� Personal Training 

� Fitness Coaching 

� Weight Loss Programs 

� Corporate, Student, and 
Senior Discounts 

� On-Site Child Care 

At Fitness Architects, we 
help make your workout 
everything you want with 
results to make you smile. 
Experience amazing 
exercise programs,   
brand new equipment, 
energizing group 
exercise classes, expert 
advice, motivation, and 
FUN!

Celebrate Spring! 
30-Day New Member Offer

Join now, pay

NO Enrollment Fee
and receive a FREE

Personal Training Session.

Only $29.99/month
NEW �No-Contract� Rate 

Offer good through 4/30/08.

481�9021
1728 Lake Woodmoor Dr.

32nd ANNUAL PINE FOREST

APRIL 19-20, 2008
SATURDAY: 10AM - 5PM • SUNDAY: 10AM - 4PM

MONUMENT, COLORADO
LEWIS-PALMER HIGH SCHOOL • I-25, EXIT 158 OR 161
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Complete service 
comes to you! 

(719) 487-9119
service@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,  
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing, 
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts 
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes 

& Lighting, and more... 
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By Susan Hindman
With House Bill 08-1259 no longer a threat to the proposed 
merger between Academy and Donala Water and Sanita-
tion Districts, debating the details of the intergovernmen-
tal agreement (IGA) dominated the business at hand for 
the Academy board. Clauses in the bill, which was in com-
mittee in the Colorado Legislature, had proposed dictating 
whom districts could service; those clauses were removed 
after numerous complaints. 

Discussion about problems with the February IGA 
proposal was similar to last month’s: “It still comes down 
to the money,” said Academy’s attorney Paul Murphy, re-
ferring to the funds that Donala wants to keep versus what 
Academy needs to operate until 2014. That’s the date the 
district’s general obligation bond would be paid off and the 
two districts would be legally allowed to merge. 

Operations money comes from Academy’s mill levy 
and would be needed to pay for things such as insurance, 
audits, elections, board member meeting fees, and future 
membership in a metropolitan water district if one is orga-
nized. The board wasn’t clear if those expenses would be 
absorbed by Donala or be paid by Academy. 

At this point, according to the IGA, the total estimated 
cost to Academy for joining with Donala would be $1.265 
million. That would pay for Academy’s lift station, con-
necting the water distributions system, and abandoning 
Academy’s sewer treatment plant. 

The IGA calls for Academy’s assets — such as the 
tanks, pump house, and property — to be turned over to 
Donala upon merger. Richard DuPont, president, said he 
thinks Academy ought to be able to retain the right to sell 
those assets prior to dissolution. The IGA now calls for 
water rights to be conveyed to Donala in 2014.

In response to a concern by a resident about the water 
rights, Jerry Jacobson, the district’s operator, discussed the 
scope of the issues and costs. “We have the alluvial wells 
and x-amount of water in those. And the Dawson-Denver 
that we’re pumping, and there’s x-amount of water there. 
The Arapahoe is much deeper than the Denver, so it costs 
a lot more to drill it and pump it,” he said. The wells can 
be problematic. He pointed to an Arapahoe well drilled by 
Donala that has “radiological problems” and an Arapahoe 
well drilled by Forest Lakes Metropolitan District that has 
“radioactive issues.” 

Murphy added that the Laramie Fox-Hills aquifer is 
“poor quality and is much deeper, so generally nobody 
uses it for things like drinking water.”

“So,” Jacobson continued, “you can have water rights, 
but to obtain that water, there’s some risk involved. You 
can drill a well that doesn’t produce or is radioactive or 
requires further treatment.”

He noted other things that are changing. “We used to 
use our shallow wells as much as we could. However, new 
regulations have come down from the state that require 
more testing. And those wells can have organic carbon 
(not contamination) in that water that reacts with chlorine 
to form a byproduct — so that all of a sudden limits how 
much you can use that water. Those wells will probably 
come under the surface water rules in 2009,” which will 
require cryptosporidium tests that will cost $2,500 to 
make sure those wells aren’t contaminated with it. 

The expenses don’t end there. “Since we can’t pump 
shallow wells as much (those are 5 horsepower pumps), we 
have to pump 50 horsepower (for deeper wells) instead. Of 
course, power costs are going up,” Jacobson said. “As far 
as (building a new) wastewater plant … we’d have hurdles 
to jump there, too, as far as getting our site application ap-
proved because we are so close to another district…. 

“Everything is getting a little more complicated as 
time goes on. That’s what’s driving this. Another big 
factor is the availability of certified operators. They’re 
getting harder to come by.” But the upgraded wastewater 
treatment plant would require a higher certification than 
the current plant, and “the state will fine you $300 a day if 
you don’t have certified operators.”

“There’s not a dollar amount put on some of these 
things, so they’re not entered into the equation,” Jacobson 
said, which prevents residents from seeing the whole pic-
ture of the cost of consolidation versus going it alone. 

Costs to handle many of these things would bump up 
the $700,000 estimate Academy had gotten for building 
its own wastewater treatment plant.

Notice to Academy district residents
Because several homes experienced extensive damage and 
high water bills because of frozen pipes this winter, the 
board suggests that residents take precautions if they are 
planning to be gone during the winter. They request that 
residents turn off water to the house, to prevent wasting 
water while the house is empty, or have someone monitor 
the house while they are gone. Water left on without heat 
in the house will cause frozen and burst pipes. When the 
pipes thaw, the ice that was plugging the pipe melts, and 
water starts to flow at a high rate. This wastes water and 
causes considerable property damage. 

Operator’s report
Jacobson reported that the water system was “operating 
okay and in good repair.” He said he received a call from 
one resident about discolored water. He said the resident 
contacted his neighbors, but no one else was experiencing 
this problem, which Jacobson found unusual. 

Jacobson wasn’t sure why the water was discolored. 
He flushed several hydrants and “took the precaution of 
draining the recycle tank (where the backwash water from 
the filters go). … If that water is allowed to settle out and 
pumped back to the plant … sometimes I wonder if there 
can be color in that water that causes that. The problem 
is, by the time I learn about it, it’s all gone.” His efforts 
resolved the resident’s discoloration issue.

He reported that Well 1 did not need a new pump 
and is working. The meter quit working in Well 3, so he 
bought parts for it, instead of buying a new meter, saving 
the district about $1,900. Well 3 will be pulled to inspect 
the pump, motor and well casing.

Jacobson said the wastewater system test results are 
in compliance. He noted that this coincided with returning 
the blowers that aerate the wastewater lagoons to a timer, 
rather than having them running continuously because of 
concerns about freezing.

The board agreed to purchase two digital alarms, to 
replace the analog alarm system, for the water plant and 
tank site. The alarms would notify Jacobson if the water 
tanks are experiencing low pressure or a high or low tank 
level, as well as a power fault. He said the alarms would 
help him head off problems. “We did operate for quite a 
long time without alarms, but since we’ve installed them, 
they’ve alerted me to situations that I could respond to be-
fore things got out of hand. So it’s been worthwhile to have 
these alarms.” Cost of each alarm upgrade is $250.

The other site needing a new alarm is the lower lift 
station, but because it overflows into Donala’s system the 
liability would be limited to paying Donala for the over-
flow. Jacobson said it was preferable that Academy moni-
tor the lift station rather than be notified by Donala that 
there was a problem. Donala has a SCADA system that 
monitors overflows. 

No elections
The May board elections have been canceled since there 
are no candidates running in opposition to the current 
members. 

*********
The Academy Water and Sanitation District board usually 
meets at 7 p.m. the first Wednesday of every month at the 
fire station on Sun Hills Drive. The next meeting is April 
2.

Academy Water and Sanitation District, March 12

Merger talks back on track with Donala

Custom Florals ~ Event Planning/Decorating 
Interior/Exterior Living Spaces 

ALL THINGS NEW 
SPRING CELEBRATION 

Making life beautiful! 

H 1-719-219-9770 ~ C 1-719-359-0317 

All 1st time clients receive:
~ A FREE 1 hr consultation 

~ 20% off their initial consultation/order 

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Paul Cardon           Dr. Bud Gerathy

Horse Boarding 
12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay & 

grain. $200/mo Summer $275/mo Winter. 

Call Rick at 481-6660
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By John Heiser
At the Donala Water and Sanitation District Board of Di-
rectors meeting March 19, Dana Duthie, Donala’s general 
manager, reported that the district is starting to test water 
for pharmaceuticals. He noted that the tests, to be done 
by an Underwriters Laboratory lab in Indiana, cost about 
$1,750 per sample and check for about 100 items. 

The problem of pharmaceutical and personal care 
product (PPCP) contamination of drinking water has 
gained international attention. The Associated Press 
produced a series of articles on the topic. There is more 
information at www.ens-newswire.com/ens/mar2008/
2008-03-10-099.asp.

The following information is from Donala’s Web site:
  “The products get there through the wastewater 

stream and have been detected in streams and rivers 
around the world. In some cases, hormonal changes 
in aquatic life can be traced back to PPCPs in their 
water. Although there is no proof that such pollution 

is harmful to humans, it just stands to reason that it 
could be. The EPA and state health departments have 
yet to determine what to do about this problem since 
it is a huge issue around the globe. More and more of 
these and other products are introduced to our streams 
and rivers through wastewater systems, and there are 
very few (if any) ways to treat for them.

  The recent article in the Gazette stated that 
these products have also been detected in deep well 
water supplies like Donala’s. The article did not 
define ‘deep’ and we do not believe the products have 
transpired the 700 feet plus it would take to invade 
Donala’s supply, but we are testing for the products 
just in case. We are also testing the wastewater stream 
to get an idea of what kind of PPCPs and illegal drugs 
are being flushed down our system. 

  Please, if you can at all avoid it, do not flush 
pharmaceuticals, personal care products, and illegal 
drugs down the toilet.”

The EPA has information at www.epa.gov/ppcp/, includ-
ing a link to the following federal guidelines for proper 
disposal of prescription drugs:

• Take unused, unneeded, or expired prescription drugs 
out of their original containers and throw them in the 
trash.

• Mixing prescription drugs with an undesirable 
substance, such as used coffee grounds or kitty 
litter, and putting them in impermeable, non-descript 
containers, such as empty cans or sealable bags, will 
further ensure the drugs are not diverted.

• Flush prescription drugs down the toilet only if 
the label or accompanying patient information 
specifically instructs doing so.

• Some communities have pharmaceutical take-back 
programs or community solid-waste programs 
that allow the public to bring unused drugs to a 
central location for proper disposal. Where these 
exist, they are a good way to dispose of unused 
pharmaceuticals.

Although there is currently no coordinated Tri-Lakes 
area take-back program, the pharmacies at King Soopers, 
Safeway, and Wal-Mart say they will accept and dispose 
of pharmaceuticals if requested by a patient. King Soopers 
pharmacy suggested those wanting to dispose of pharma-

By Susan Hindman
The April 2 meeting of the Academy Water 
and Sanitation District board yielded little 
new information about the merger with 
Donala Water and Sanitation District. 

Treasurer Walter Reiss said he was 
told that the district can’t refinance its cur-
rent bond, which is scheduled for payoff 
in 2014. The hope was that it could be 
refinanced with an earlier payoff date, to 
help in the merger effort. But he said the 
only option as far as paying it off early 
would be to survey all the bondholders to 
see if any are interested in selling off their 
bonds, which the board doesn’t consider an 

option. Following other business, the board 
went into executive session to discuss ne-
gotiation strategies.

Operator Jerry Jacobson gave an up-
date on the current service being done on 
well 3, the oldest shallow well and the one 
that is pumped the most of the three wells. 
The well was pulled and videotaped. He 
was told the casing is sound, so the next 
step is to clean it and videotape it again and 
review what condition it’s in. He said he 
originally thought the well was to a point 
where it might need to be redrilled, but he 
said the company doing the work think it’s 
in good shape. The updated cost to clean, 

videotape, and reinstall well 3 is $2,850. 
He added that it’s possible that a new 

pump and motor will be needed. The 
pump is “operable,” but he noted that it’s 
a 10-year-old pump, which is a “good life 
expectancy.” He said he’d know if these 
need to be replaced once the results of the 
cleaning are known. 

“One of the reasons I’m looking at 
replacing it (the pump) is because I want to 
be able to operate both shallows at once,” 
Jacobson said. “But we can’t do that. If 
we’re running well 3 and I turn on well 
1, well 3 quits pumping and will trip out.” 
The source of the problem hasn’t been de-

termined.
He noted that all other water systems 

are operating fine and are in good repair. In 
addition, he said last month’s wastewater 
test results were in compliance.

Board member sought
The board is seeking a volunteer to serve 
as a director on the board. If you are inter-
ested, call the district’s office at 481-0711.

**********
The Academy Water and Sanitation 
District board meets at 7 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of every month at the fire sta-
tion on Sun Hills Drive. The next meeting 
is May 7.

Academy Water and Sanitation District, April 2

Early bond payoff not possible

Donala Water and Sanitation District, March 19

Donala to test for pharmaceuticals in the water

Margo�s  
On The Alley

For you and  
your home 

215 Chapala Plaza (Behind Bella Casa, 155 2nd St.)
Historic Downtown Monument  

www.margosonthealley.com � 487-1406

Piano Lessons
For the student  
in pursuit of artistry 
and excellence.

484-0192

TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Screen Repair
                           Windows and Screen 
                         Doors. We come to you! 

         Ask about our Screen Door Special...

 Kurt 360-9559

Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 13,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at 

719-488-3455 or  
johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org. 

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

Considering our large 13,500+ circulation, our rates are much 
lower than what you would pay in local commercial newspapers. 

For more information, contact John Heiser, 

488-3455 
ads@ourcommunitynews.org 

or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org



Page 10 Vol. 8 No. 4Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 11Sat., April 5, 2008

ceuticals remove the label from the bottle, 
add water, cap the bottle, shake and then 
discard the bottle in the trash.

Cost of service analysis
Some highlights of Duthie’s report for 
2007: 
• Total treated water delivered during 

2007 was 338.37 million gallons, 
which was 142,000 more than in 2006. 
The associated costs during 2007 
averaged $6.48 per 1,000 gallons, an 
increase of 9 percent from 2006.

• Total raw water delivered to the golf 
course during 2007 was 13.21 million 
gallons, 3 million less than in 2006. 
The associated costs during 2007 
averaged $5.63 per 1,000 gallons, a 
decrease of 4 percent from 2006.

• Total reuse and Jake’s Lake 
augmentation water during 2007 was 
32.44 million gallons, 0.8 million 
more than during 2006.

• Total Donala wastewater treated 
during 2007 was 152.06 million 
gallons. The associated costs during 
2007 averaged $4.48 per 1,000 
gallons.

• Comparing the treated water amounts 
and wastewater returns, the report 
concludes that on average Donala’s 
customers used 45 percent of their 
water for irrigation or other outside 
uses.

Other matters
• The board unanimously voted to 

support the Water Returns program 
(see article on page 8).

• During the three months from Dec. 
1 through Feb. 29, the district’s $5.7 
million in investments managed by 
Davidson Fixed Income Management 
showed a yield of 4.68 percent, 

achieving a goal of beating the 
Colotrust Plus fund, which yielded 
4.21 percent during the same period. 
The average maturity of the district’s 
investments is 7.6 months. 

• Two board positions are up for 
election May 6. The two positions are 
currently held by board President Ed 
Houle, who is term-limited, and Dale 
Schendzielos. The four candidates 
are William George, Warren Gerig, 
Gene Pfeffer, and Dale Schendzielos. 
The polling place will be the Donald 
Wescott Fire Station at 15415 
Gleneagle Drive. Applications for 
mail-in ballots may be filed with the 
district until 3 p.m. May 2.

• Duthie reported that the El Paso 
County Water Authority has voted 
to oppose HB08-1259, which would 
prevent special districts from 
providing service outside their 
territorial boundaries. It took no action 
on HB08-1141, which would require 
developers to identify a sustainable 
water supply for their developments, 
and SB08-119, which would authorize 
the use of cisterns to collect rainwater 
from up to 3,000 square feet of roof on 
a single-family primary residence. At 
its Feb. 20 meeting, the Donala board 
voted unanimously to oppose HB08-
1259 and support HB08-1141 and 
SB08-119. 

• Duthie reported on the Pike Peak 
Regional Water Authority (PPRWA) 
meetings March 10 and 19. For more 
information, see the PPRWA articles 
on pages 3 and 4. Duthie added that 
although the PPRWA has decided 
against having the engineering firm 
Leonard Rice conduct a study to 
produce a more accurate prediction 

of the anticipated shortfall in water 
supply and identify the location and 
type of additional wells that should 
be drilled, Donala will have the firm 
produce a similar study limited to 
Donala’s needs. Duthie said, “I want 
to know how much time we have.”

Following the public meeting, the board 
went into an executive session to discuss 
personnel, negotiations, and water pur-

chase issues.
**********

The Donala board will hold its next regu-
lar meeting on Wednesday, April 16 at 1:
30 p.m. at the Donala office, 15850 Hol-
bein Drive. Meetings are normally held 
at 1:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday of 
each month. The district’s Web site is at 
www.donalawater.org.

New
Owner! 

New
Inventory!
Distinctive  

Designs 

Amazing
Accessories 

Fabulous  
Furniture

155 Second Street ~ Historic Downtown Monument 
Tues-Fri 10-5:30, Sat 10-4  ~  (719) 559-4133
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Support Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes

By John Heiser
At the Triview Metropolitan Dis-
trict Board of Directors meeting 

March 25, the board unanimously 
approved inclusion within the 
district of the Sanctuary Pointe 

project. The board also unani-
mously approved a substantial 
reduction in the impact fees 
charged for commercial, office, 
and industrial developments.

Board president Bob Es-
kridge and members Joe Mar-
tin, Robert Fisher, and Mark 
Veenendaal were present. Julie 
Glenn was absent.

Sanctuary Pointe inclu-
sion

The Monument Board of Trust-
ees approved the Sanctuary 
Pointe project on November 20, 
2006. The project is planned for 
up to 600 dwelling units on 460 
acres north of Baptist Road near 
the Fox Run development.

District manager Ron Simp-
son noted that since Triview 
cannot issue any more debt he 
negotiated an arrangement with 
Classic Homes, the developer of 
Sanctuary Pointe, under which 
Classic will install $3 million in 
district water and sewer infra-
structure needed for the project 

and the district will rebate 75 per-
cent of the impact and inclusion 
fees that Classic pays when build-
ing permits are issued. The rebate 
will continue until Classic has re-
ceived $3 million in rebates. Af-
ter that, Triview will receive all 
of the impact and inclusion fees, 
which currently total $22,450 per 
dwelling unit.

A public hearing was held 
on the inclusion during which 
no members of the public were 
present. 

Fisher identified some errors 
in Classic’s inclusion petition. 

After further discussion, the 
board unanimously approved the 
inclusion subject to the fee rebate 
arrangement and revisions to the 
court order to correct the errors 
in the inclusion petition.

Simpson said work on the 
project might get underway in 
Spring 2009.

Commercial impact 
fees reduced

Simpson reported that the level of 

Triview’s current road and bridge 
impact fees is such that potential 
commercial users are dissuaded 
from locating within the district. 
He presented several alternative 
plans for reducing the fees and 
recommended a plan that would 
reduce the fees about 59 percent. 
After some discussion, the board 
unanimously approved the sug-
gested reduction.

Tom Repp, Triview’s en-
gineer and a project manager 
with Nolte, announced that he 
is leaving Nolte to work for the 
Colorado Springs Stormwater 
Enterprise. He introduced Will 
Kroger who is his replacement as 
district engineer.

**********
The Triview Metropolitan Dis-
trict Board of Directors normally 
meets on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month. The next meeting 
will be held April 22 at 5 p.m. 
in the district conference room, 
174 Washington St. in downtown 
Monument. For information, 
phone 488-6868.

Triview Metropolitan District, March 25

Board includes Sanctuary Pointe, reduces commercial fees

By Jim Kendrick
The Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Fa-
cility had to report technical excursions 
on its January, February, and March po-
tentially dissolved copper test results for 
the plant’s effluent due to the state health 
department failing to promptly issue a 
temporary modification amendment to the 
plant’s discharge permit in 2007. 

One of the two clarifiers that provide 
preliminary treatment of incoming or in-
fluent wastewater before it is transferred 
to its associated aeration basin for waste 
removal was out of service in January, 
February, and early March due to icing 
conditions. This effectively cut the useable 
aeration basin capacity of the Tri-Lakes fa-
cility in half during the coldest part of the 
year when each basin’s wastewater treat-
ment effectiveness is significantly reduced. 
The microorganisms in the basins that 
consume waste, including dissolved cop-
per, are “sluggish” in very cold weather. 

Although the facility’s permit amend-
ment had been approved by the state Water 
Quality Control Commission last June for 
all of 2008 and 2009, the permit section of 
the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment did not issue the amend-
ment until Mar. 21. The amendment raises 
the maximum allowable individual copper 
reading from 13.0 parts per billion (PPB) 
to 36.4 PPB and the average of all annual 
readings from 8.7 PPB to 24.8 PPB. 

The health department has changed 
the start date for the amendment to May 1. 
The amendment is not retroactive to Jan. 
1, the start date approved by the Commis-
sion. Hence Tri-Lakes’ January, February, 
and March copper readings should have 
been satisfactory because they were much 
less than the average limit of 24.8 PPB 
and far less than the 36.4 PPB maximum 
for an individual test reading. However, 
they were slightly more than the barely 
detectable average limit of 8.7 PPB that the 
state had waived, resulting in a technical 
violation. 

The copper problem for the facil-
ity has been resolved through the end of 
2009 when the current five-year discharge 
permit expires, though another technical 
excursion may occur in April. The mi-
croorganism population in the inoperative 
aeration basin has been restored now that 
the icing problems in the clarifier have 
gone away due to warmer weather. How-
ever, there has been no word from the state 
health department or the Environmental 
Protection Agency on what the facility’s 
copper limits will be for the next five-year 
permit that goes into effect at the start of 
2010. 

**********
The next JUC meeting is at 10 a.m. on 
April 8 at the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility conference room, 16510 
Mitchell Avenue. Information: 481-4053.

Joint Use Committee meeting, Mar. 11

Copper waiver for Tri-Lakes 
facility delayed until Mar. 1
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Monument Board of Trustees, Mar. 3 

Controversial Willow Springs Ranch sketch plan approved 
By Jim Kendrick

On Mar. 3, the Monument Board of Trust-
ees held a half hour “town meeting” to hear 
the comments of adjacent county property 
owners on town plans to extend Mitchell 
Avenue from the current dead-end next 
to the Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment 
Facility to Baptist Road. The town prefers 
to connect Mitchell to Forest Lakes Drive, 
which is currently under construction, to 
save money. 

In response to the county residents’ 
comments, members of the board and 
staff reiterated that the Mitchell Avenue 
extension is an entirely separate issue 
from the Willow Springs Ranch annexa-
tion ordinance that was also on the agenda. 
Mayor Byron Glenn stated that the town 
has no funds available to pay for any of the 
proposed extension options within the next 
five years. 

The board then held hearings on the 
final resolutions for annexing each of the 
two sketch Willow Springs Ranch filings 
as well as a hearing the planned develop-
ment (PD) site plan for the Willow Springs 
Ranch development. The hearings on these 
two lasted about three hours and all three 
were approved. However, the board cut the 
maximum number of proposed homes in 
the sketch plan from 450 to 384 dwelling 
units. The developer, Infinity Land Corp., 
will pay a proportionate cost for a traffic 
signal at Beacon Lite Road and Second 
Street. 

All seven board members were pres-
ent for this meeting.

Mitchell Avenue 
extension discussed

Background: The board had conditionally 
approved annexation of the first Willow 
Springs Ranch hearings on Feb. 4. The 
board also approved town PD zoning for 
the parcel after agreeing to annexation of 
the parcel. (See aerial view of the Willow 
Springs Ranch annexation on the right.)

However, the applicant’s request for 
a maximum density of 450 houses in the 
Sketch PD Plan was tabled on Feb. 4 at the 
request of Mayor Glenn due to the devel-
oper not having secured an adequate water 
supply. The available groundwater on the 
parcel is about 70 acre-feet less than the 
annual minimum supply requirement for 
450 houses. While developer Paul Howard, 
CEO of Infinity Land Corporation had 
said that a “handshake agreement” had 
been made to purchase the additional wa-
ter rights from Forest Lakes Metropolitan 
District, no contract had been signed. 

Some trustees had also expressed 
concern on Feb. 4 that Howard had not met 
with some of the adjacent county property 
owners to address issues they had raised 
during public comments. 

(For more background infor-
mation on the Feb. 4 hearings, see 
w w w . o u r c o m m u n i t y n e w s . o r g /
v8n3.htm#bot0204)
Discussion: Glenn stated that the board 
had looked at funding availability for the 
Mitchell Avenue extension in detail in 
May 2007 as a part of the town’s five-year 
capital improvement program. The board 
determined that other expensive capital 
projects had a higher priority. No funding 
was allocated to the extension of Mitchell 
Avenue. “At this time, obviously, we have 
no plans to build this roadway. The town 
has a lot of priorities that are way ahead 
of Mitchell (Avenue). I just want to make 
that clear, that there is no intention to take 
anybody’s property or build a roadway.” 

Town Manager Cathy Green said four 
routes for connecting the south end of 
Mitchell Avenue to Baptist Road had been 
considered by the board and staff. She said 
that a key factor in the evaluation is that the 
southeast portion of Forest Lakes Drive is 
“almost complete, except for final grading 
and paving.” This southeast segment of 
Forest Lakes Drive, a county road, was 
made part of the Willow Springs Ranch 
annexation at the town’s request. The rel-
evant segment runs northwest from the 
west end of Baptist Road along the com-
mon boundary between the Forest Lakes 
and Willow Springs Ranch developments 

as shown on the sketch plan (See page 14.) 
When completed, this segment of Forest 
Lakes Drive will meet county standards 
for a minor collector road. 

The options Green discussed were:
1. Mitchell Avenue could be extended 

straight south using donated right-of-
way along the western boundary of the 
Willow Springs Ranch parcel, then in 
a southwesterly direction through the 
middle of county resident Georgia 
Ward’s 40-acre horse ranch to connect 
to Forest Lakes Drive. The new 
extension of Mitchell Avenue could 
also be constructed to meet county 

standards for a minor collector road at 
a cost of about $5 million. 

2. Mitchell Avenue could be extended to 
the southeast, all the way to Baptist 
Road, entirely within the 259-acre 
Willow Springs Ranch property to 
the east of Ward’s ranch –– with no 
connection to Forest Lakes Drive – at 
a cost of about $10 million, including 
a 200-foot bridge. Green said this 
routing would needlessly duplicate the 
existing Forest Lakes Drive roadway. 

3. The north end of Forest Lakes Drive 
could be connected the south end 
of Rickenbacker Avenue, at the 

Above: Aerial view of Willow Springs Ranch showing the relationship (clockwise from top left) to Tri-Lakes Wastewater 
Treatment Facility at the south end of Mitchell Avenue, the south end of Synthes Avenue inside the Synthes industrial park, 
the railroad tracks to the east, Baptist Road to the south, Forest Lakes subdivision to the southwest. Georgia Ward’s 40-acre 
ranch on Rickenbacker Avenue is southwest of the Watt home and ranch buildings and Monument Creek. Photo provided 
by land planning consultant NES, Inc.

Above: County resident Georgia 
Ward. Left: Ward’s ranch. Photos by 
Jim Kendrick.

Willow Springs 
Development



Page 14 Vol. 8 No. 4Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 15Sat., April 5, 2008

southwest corner of Ward’s ranch, as 
originally proposed by the county in 
the 1990s. 

4. The town had previously rejected 
a proposal for an alternative east-
west collector road that would have 
connected the current southern dead-
ends of Mitchell Avenue and Synthes 
Avenue to Old Denver Highway just 
south of the entrance to the Trails End 
Subdivision at the Wagon Gap Trail 
intersection. Green said that the cost 
for the bridge over the railroad tracks 
would be about $10 million to $11 
million, not counting the other costs 
for right-of-way and paving for the 
roadway east of the railroad tracks to 

Old Denver Highway. 
Ward and her late husband donated 
right-of-way to El Paso County along the 
western boundary of their ranch about 
15 years ago for the specific purpose of 
connecting Rickenbacker Avenue to For-
est Lakes Drive for an access to Baptist 
Road and I-25. Under the county’s plan at 
that time, Monument residents west of the 
railroad tracks could have driven to Baptist 
Road via Mitchell Avenue, Arnold Avenue, 
Fairchild Avenue, Chennault Road, Rick-
enbacker Avenue, and the future Forest 
Lakes Drive. 

However, none of the existing resi-
dential roads meet county standards for a 
minor collector. Additional right-of-way 

would have been required. The county 
subsequently dropped this project about 
10 years ago when neighboring residents 
of these rural residential roads complained 
at hearings about the right-of-way and ad-
ditional traffic issues that would have been 
generated by this proposed connection to 
Baptist Road. 

The sketch plan for Willow Springs 
Ranch already includes construction 
of part of this proposed east-west road 
–– from the south end of Mitchell Avenue 
eastward to the south end of Synthes Ave-
nue, where the primary access to the north 
section of Willow Springs Ranch will be 
built. However, the northeastern portion of 
the Watt property between the tracks and 
Old Denver Highway was not purchased by 
Infinity. All of the 259-acre development 
annexed by the town is west of the railroad 
tracks. 

Currently, the only I-25 access for 
houses along Mitchell Avenue is Second 
Street, through downtown Monument to 
Highway 105 at I-25 exit 161. However, 
Second Street traffic is blocked at the train 
crossing between Mitchell Avenue and 
Front Street every 20 minutes on average. 
Major northbound traffic backups occur on 
Mitchell when trains cross Second Street 
during early afternoon shift changes at the 
Synthes Avenue industrial park. 

A Mitchell Avenue connection to Bap-
tist Road would partially mitigate these 
delays. However the same trains would 
also block Baptist Road, west of the Old 
Denver Highway intersection. The county 
has long-term plans to build a Baptist 
Road bridge over the railroad tracks at an 
estimated cost of about $10 million using 
Pikes Peak Rural Transportation Authority 
funds. 
Public comments: County resident 
Charles Carrico, who lives on Rickenback-
er Avenue, said “I’ve got a simple question. 
Why? Why do you need that at all? The 
people who will live there shouldn’t be 
there because we’re all limited to 5 acres 
and (Willow Springs Ranch) snuck in five 
houses per acre … Why do they need a 
route that comes through our neighbor-
hood and destroys our lives?”

County resident Sarah Nasby, who 
lives at the intersection of Spaatz Road and 
Rickenbacker, said that the Mitchell Ave-
nue decision cannot be separated from the 
annexation decision for Willow Springs 
Ranch, regardless of the opinions of the 
developer’s and town’s traffic engineering 
consultants. . . These consultants said that 
Mitchell Avenue can handle a 50 percent 
increase in traffic at the Second Street 
railroad crossing that will be generated by 
the additional traffic from Willow Springs 
Ranch residents and the Empirical Testing 
Corp. facility proposed for the southeast 
corner of Mitchell and Synthes Avenues. 
Nasby also stated that traffic generated at 
the intersection of Mitchell and Arnold 
Avenues by the new Colorado Junior Vol-
leyball Gymnasium “is a nightmare. It’s 
only going to get worse.” 

Nasby also requested that Mitchell 
Avenue be extended through the Willow 
Springs Ranch development. She said she 
had learned that Infinity had offered to pay 
for the right-of-way through Ward’s ranch, 
in addition to donating right-of-way within 
the development, even though Infinity was 
claiming that the development would have 
no impact on Mitchell’s level of service. 
Nasby said, “I’m sorry but a developer is 
not going to pay for that land, that right-
of-way, if it’s got nothing to do with the 
development.” 

Georgia Ward said that the town’s map 
shows a requirement to build a 500-foot to 
600-foot bridge over the creek, 100-year 
floodplain, and Preble’s meadow jump-

ing mouse habitat on her property for the 
town’s proposed alignment. “I don’t under-
stand” how that can be cheaper than the 
200-foot bridge through Infinity’s prop-
erty. She noted that she and her husband 
had given the county land for widening 
Rickenbacker –– “We weren’t paid for it 
or anything.” 

Later, county representatives told 
Ward that they “couldn’t afford” the cost 
of construction over the ravines on her 
property. “Those ravines are still there. I 
would really like to see the engineer’s es-
timate” of how they can come up with this 
road, she said, that is “cheaper than a road 
through a flat piece of land and a 200-foot 
bridge. I’d really like an answer for that.” 

Spaatz Road resident Steve Phillips 
said he does not believe that “for expedien-
cy’s sake, we’re willing to compromise in-
dividual freedoms and rights for a commu-
nity benefit.” He added that this sounded “a 
lot like communism” and “the needs of the 
many outweigh the rights of the few.” 

He asked how a monetary value could 
be put on what “we hold dear and true in 
this country … the rights of individuals to 
be free and safe and secure in the use of 
their lands.” 
Board comments: Mayor Byron Glenn 
stated:
• The county has published Major 

Transportation Corridor Plans for 
over 20 years that show an extension 
of Mitchell Avenue to Baptist Road. 

• The proposed alignment through the 
middle of Ward’s ranch is the cheapest 
of the four options considered by the 
town. 

• While he is sympathetic to the 
concerns of the Rickenbacker 
Avenue residents about property 
rights, particularly Georgia Ward, 
the connection of Mitchell Avenue 
to Baptist Road is necessary for the 
health, safety, and welfare of the 
town’s residents west of the railroad 
tracks in case of emergency “like the 
Hayman fire”.. 

• The county charged the Forest Lakes 
development about $120,000 for the 
future cost of the Mitchell Avenue 
extension. 

Green said: 
• The cost of the route through Ward’s 

property is half that of the route 
through the Willow Springs Ranch 
development because Forest Lakes 
Drive construction costs have not 
been paid by the town. 

• The bridge costs in the two alternatives 
are only part of the total costs for each 
option. 

• Annexation is different than 
development within an existing 
residential town property because 
the town has the leverage to 
require a developer to make off-site 
improvements as a condition of the 
annexation “contract.” 

• Infinity is being required to construct 
a northbound right-turn lane from 
Mitchell Avenue to Second Street, as 
well as donations of easements and 
right-of-way and cash contributions 
for the Mitchell extension. 

Director of Development Services Tom 
Kassawara noted: 
• Infinity was being required to pay 

for all mitigation of added traffic on 
Mitchell Avenue and Second Street, 
proportional to its share of the total 
daily trips, based on no extension 
of Mitchell Avenue to Baptist Road 
being built in the near term. 

• The required traffic mitigation on 
Mitchell is based on concurring reports 
from the developer’s and the town’s 
traffic engineering consultants.

This drawing shows the relationship of the Ward residence on Rickenbacker 
Avenue and the Nasby residence on Spaatz Road to the proposed south end 
of Mitchell Avenue (top center) on the northeast corner of Ward’s ranch. It also 
shows the negotiated realignment of the collector segment of Forest Lakes Drive 
on the southwest corner of Ward’s ranch. Also shown is the changed route of the 
proposed trail system further away from the Nasby residence on Spaatz Road 
and the buffer of trees added between them. The dashed line for the previous 
proposed alignment of Forest Lakes Drive shows how short and direct the county’s 
connection to Rickenbacker Drive would have been had it not been dropped about 
10 years ago. Drawing provided by land planning consultant NES, Inc.
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• Houses in the southern filing will not 
use Mitchell Avenue. 

• The town will not build the Mitchell 
extension for another five years at 
a minimum, so it is not part of the 
annexation or sketch plan decisions by 
the board. 

• The right-of-way being donated by 
Infinity for Mitchell Avenue is a 
negotiating opportunity that saves 
all Monument residents money in the 
future. 

Glenn added:
• When construction at the Lake of 

the Rockies development begins, 
that developer will make similar 
contributions for further extending 
the right turn lane to Second Street 
and for the total cost of extending 
Mitchell to Baptist. 

• Any developer who builds in the 
Synthes industrial park in the future 
will be required to make similar 
contributions as well.

• If eminent domain is the only solution, 
a judge determines the fair market 
value of the property taken. 

• The final alignment of the north end 
of Forest Lakes Drive and Mitchell 
Avenue will be affected by D-38’s 
decision to build a Forest Lakes 
school just south of the Nasby 
residence 

Trustee Steve Samuels observed that 
while the board understands the emo-
tions of those who had spoken, it had 
to make a decision that was best for 
all town and county citizens affected 
by these development proposals. He 
doesn’t believe “eminent domain is a 
right or correct way to go” in “trying to 
judge what is wise or safe.” 

Trustee Tim Miller said that Ward 
had already donated land for the con-
nection of Mitchell to Baptist and want-
ed to know the feasibility of connecting 
the south end of Rickenbacker Avenue 
to Forest Lakes Drive before condemn-
ing a strip through Ward’s ranch. 

Ward asked how the town can take 
land outside its jurisdiction to build a 
road across the middle of her county 
property. which is in the county. She 
also asked how a new road through her 
property could cost less than improving 
already constructed roads that were 
part of the county’s proposal to use the 
existing roads between Mitchell and 
Rickenbacker. 

Glenn said the town had made a 
presentation to the county’s Major Thor-
oughfares Task Force in February about 
building the road through her ranch, 
and would soon present the proposal to 
the county Planning Commission. The 
Planning Commission would then make 
its recommendation. The county would 
allow the town to build and maintain 
the road where it crosses county land in 
consultation with the county, similar to 
consultations on Old Denver Highway. 
Glenn also noted that the southeast seg-
ment of Forest Lakes Drive was part of 
the Willow Springs Ranch annexation 
and would be a town road as well.

Glenn added that the town had 
already purchased substitute Preble’s 
mouse habitat that could be set aside 
as a substitute for any habitat destroyed 
in constructing the bridge or roadway 
within Ward’s ranch. The bridge would 
span the full length of the floodplain. 

Trustee Gail Drumm said that the 
town was making a mistake in annex-
ing Willow Springs Ranch. The town 
was footing the bill to pay for all of the 
Mitchell Avenue extension and absorb-
ing all the future maintenance costs 
of the county’s Forest Lakes Drive “to 

help out the developer.” He said the county 
should pay the costs for extending Mitchell 
Avenue. “It’s the county’s job.” 

Town Attorney Gary Shupp noted that 
the U.S. and Colorado constitutions have 
provision for eminent domain as long as 
fair compensation is paid. 

Willow Springs Ranch 
annexation approved

Green noted that an annexation resolu-
tion is the only type of resolution requir-
ing a public hearing. Public hearings are 
required for ordinances. She noted that 
all the owners of the parcel had signed 
the application for annexation and both 
of the filings had satisfied the require-
ment for at least one-sixth contiguity 
with the existing town boundary.  (The 
Planning Commission had approved the 
annexation by a 4-2 vote on Jan. 9. For 
details, see www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v8n2.htm#monpc.)

County resident Steve Phillips ques-
tioned the documentation on how exten-
sion of municipal services to the property 
would be accomplished and paid for in 
the annexation impact report. He said the 
capital construction costs for a D-38 school 
were also not listed in the annexation im-

pact report. He said the developer had not 
met the county’s 300-year water supply 
requirement. 

Shupp said the state and town ground-
water supply requirement is 100 years of 
water. 

Trustee Tommie Plank responded 
that D-38 is responsible for building class-
rooms, not the town. When the prelimi-
nary and final PD site plans are submitted 
to the town, D-38 will provide comments 
on providing services to the residents of 
the parcel at that time.

Kassawara added that a new cash-in-
lieu agreement had been negotiated with 
D-38 that increases the fee for each new 
home that will be collected by the town 
and forwarded to the school district to 
ensure that there is sufficient funding for 
future schools. The developer builds all 
municipal services to town, district, and 
utility company specifications, then turns 
them over at no cost to the entities. 

Both resolutions for annexing the 
north and south filing –– with the same 
eight conditions of approval, that were 
approved on Feb. 4 by a 5-2 vote (Drumm 
and Miller opposed) –– were approved in 
turn this time by a 6-1 vote, with Miller 

opposed. 
Willow Springs Ranch 

sketch PD plan approved
Kassawara and consultant land planner 
John Maynard, of NES Inc., gave similar 
presentations to the ones they gave at the 
Feb. 4 hearing that was continued. (For those 
details, see www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v8n3.htm#bot0204) 

The Planning Commission ap-
proved the sketch plan by a 4-2 vote on 
Jan. 9, expressing concerns about the 
additional traffic that will be gener-
ated on Mitchell Avenue. For details, 
see www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v8n2.htm#monpc.

Kassawara also discussed the changes 
that had been made to the sketch plan in 
the interim. Some of the items he noted 
were:
• Infinity representatives had met with 

the Nasbys to address their concerns 
as requested by Samuels. 

• The annexation agreement was being 
worked out as required and will be 
finalized before the annexation is 
recorded with the county. 

• The developer met with the Nasbys as 
requested and made several changes to 
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the sketch plan at their request.
• Additional buffering was added to 

the northwest corner of the southern 
filing.

• A note was added regarding the utility 
easement south of the Ward residence 
– “50 foot no-build easement/trail 
corridor” and it was also designated 
as “open space.”

• The trail segment that was visible to 
the Nasby residence was removed.

• The relocated trail will provide access 
to the future detention pond.

• The right-of-way for the north end 
of Forest Lakes Drive was shifted 
to the east, resulting in a loss of an 
additional acre of developable land 
near the roadway. 

• A note was added to the plan stating 
“Future Mitchell Avenue location 
to be determined by the Town of 
Monument.”

• A note and gray color were added to 
indicate a future “overflow” parking 
lot purchased by the developer on 
the east side of the railroad tracks for 
the 10-acre park site on the northeast 
corner of the parcel. 

• The layout of the adjacent lots in the 
county-approved Forest Lakes site 
plan property along Forest Lakes 
Drive was added. 

• Concurrent Planned Development 
residential zoning was approved for 
the parcel on Feb. 4. 

• Infinity is providing a cash donation 
to the future southward extension 
of Mitchell Avenue by the town, 
in addition to the right-of-way and 
easements already donated. 

• The north and south filings will 
“function independently and there 
is adequate existing traffic capacity 
for both without construction of the 
Mitchell Avenue extension. 

• There are no outstanding significant 
issues with the modified sketch plans 
in the staff’s opinion. 

In his concluding remarks, Kassawara 
reiterated that the development does not 
require an extension of Mitchell Avenue to 
Baptist Road. 
Developer comments: Howard noted 
that:
• The required letter of intent from 

Forest Lakes Metropolitan District 
to sell water rights for the required 
70 acre-feet per year of supplemental 
water was now included in the sketch 
plan application. 

• The upgrades that Infinity would 
provide to Mitchell Avenue at Second 
Street were approved by his and the 
town’s traffic engineering consultants 
and that the extension of Mitchell 
Avenue to Baptist Road was not 
required for the additional traffic the 
north filing would generate. 

• Home building permits for each 
home would be increased from $290 
to $1,350, to pay for the eventual 
building of a D-38 school with 
Infinity’s concurrence.

• Infinity will build and donate the 
water supply line connecting the 
Forest Lakes water tank to the town’s 
water main on Old Denver Highway 
(at a cost of about $750,000).

• The 70 acre-feet of supplemental 
water rights Infinity will purchase 
from Forest Lakes Metropolitan 
District will be dedicated to the town.

• The town will not have to pay for the 
construction or maintenance of the 
117 acres of open space, parks, and 
trails within the development. The 
new trails will connect to all adjacent 
regional and county trails. 

• Infinity is donating $500,000 to the 
Mitchell Avenue extension project, 
even though it is not required or 
related to the Willow Springs Ranch 
development. 

• Infinity has been working on this 
development for over a year – “We are 
not rushing anything.” Still, similar 
developments in Colorado Springs are 
approved in about six months. “This is 
painfully slow.” 

• Further delays increase Infinity’s 
costs and have nothing to do with 
the town’s desire to build a Mitchell 
Avenue extension. 

• The new access road for the north 
filing will also improve access to the 

interior of Synthes industrial park.
Howard said the following changes had 
been negotiated with the Nasbys:
• The alignment of the north end of 

Forest Lakes Drive had been moved 
an additional 109 feet to the east of 
the Nasby property line for further 
separation from their residence. 

• The development’s trail had been 
moved south so that did not go near 
the Nasby property. 

• Trees will be planted on the east side 
of Forest Lakes Drive to screen the 
development’s one-acre lots closest to 
the Nasby home. 

• These trees and the relocated trail will 
be 545 feet from the Nasby residence.

• In contrast, the D-38 school building 
in Forest Lakes will be only 218 feet 
away, and if it is not built, the land 
will be converted to 4,000-square-foot 
residential lots.

• The 50-foot no-build area between 
the development and the southern 
boundary of the Ward ranch has been 
clearly defined on the sketch plan as 
requested. 

Traffic consultant Jeff Hodson, of LSC 
Consultants, reviewed how the new right-
turn lane from Mitchell Avenue to Second 
Street that Infinity will construct would 
mitigate the development’s additional traf-
fic. He noted that the level of traffic service 
at the four-way stop sign intersection at 
Beacon Lite Road and Second Street 
would deteriorate sufficiently to require a 
new traffic signal. The worst traffic at the 
railroad crossing on Second Street lasts 
only 8 minutes during the 2 p.m. Synthes 
shift change, not 15 minutes as required 
for the worst rating.

Howard agreed to pay a pro rata share 
of the costs of signal construction based on 
Infinity’s share of future additional traffic 
through that intersection, as an additional 
condition of approval of the sketch plan. 
Public comments: Sarah Nasby requested 
that Infinity be required to build a fence 
around her property. She said that each 
lot in the north filing should be no smaller 
than 2.5 acres. She said an additional 50 
feet of buffering should be required along 
the entire length of the common boundary 
with the Ward ranch, making it 100 feet 
wide as she thought she had been prom-
ised. She said that the town could afford to 
pay an additional $8 million to construct 
the road through Willow Springs, since 
it could afford $19 million for the I-25 
Baptist Road interchange expansion. The 
Forest Lakes Drive right-of-way should be 
widened to 120 feet, the county standard 
for a collector, from the town’s proposed 
80 feet. 

County resident Robert Delacroce 
said he owns the ranch across Baptist 
Road from this development. Based on 
the town’s apparent acceptance of the re-
quested densities in the Willow Springs 
development, he will ask the town to allow 
him to build 1,500 homes on his ranch. He 
also asked the town to protect his water 
and access rights to his irrigation ditch 
(4.8 cubic feet per second) within Willow 
Springs. He was assured his access and 
easement would be protected as part of the 
dedicated open space. 

Phillips said the town was allowing 
a density that could not be supported by 
the available water on the parcel, yet was 
imposing more and more restrictions on 
water usage throughout the town. 

County resident Chris Jeub, who lives 
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on Rickenbacker Avenue, expressed his 
concerns about additional traffic and water 
availability for only 433 houses, while the 
developer is still asking for a maximum of 
450 homes. The sanitation plant will be a 
serious issue for new homebuyers. The 
Mitchell Avenue extension is inseparable 
from the sketch plan.

Ward stated that the board approval 
of the sketch plan as shown with half of 
the Mitchell Avenue extension already 
shown, was in fact an approval of the rest 
of the extension of Mitchell Avenue to For-
est Lakes Drive through the center of her 
ranch. “I’m tired and you know how I feel 
… You cannot separate them.” She asked 
how her horses could get to the east half of 
her property after the town takes her land 
and builds the road. Would the town build 
a tunnel or a bridge for her? 

Ward left Town Hall before the vote on 
the sketch plan was taken after much fur-
ther discussion. Glenn later said the tunnel 
for her horses would be a box culvert under 
the new bridge across Monument Creek. 

Some of Howard’s replies to citizen 
comments were:
• There most likely would not be 

more than 433 homes in the future 
preliminary PD sketch plan.

• A full disclosure about the 
proximity of the Tri-Lakes 
Wastewater Treatment Facility 
will be issued with the sale 
of every new home in the 
development. 

• Condemnation would most 
likely also be required if the 
Rickenbacker connection is 
chosen instead of the Ward ranch 
connection. 

• Trying to tie the Mitchell Avenue 
extension to his development is 
“ridiculous” – it is a long-standing 
separate town project. 

Glenn stated that he could not ask 
residents to pay $9 million to extend 
Mitchell Avenue when options cost-
ing $4 million or less are available. 
He added that the proposed density 
up to five units per acre was too high. 
He added that allowing densities that 
high in the town’s Richmond Homes 
developments “was a mistake.” 

After further lengthy discussion, 
there was consensus among the board 
members that a maximum of four 
dwelling units per acre in the northern 
filing was appropriate. This lowered 
the maximum number of homes in the 
development from 450 to 384. Howard 
agreed to this 10th condition of ap-
proval. 

The sketch plan was approved, at 
about 10 p.m. by a 5-2 vote, with the 
eight previous and two additional con-
ditions. Drumm and Miller voted no. 

Other matters
The board:
• Unanimously approved a referral 

of an annexation application 
for the vacant 81-acre Wakonda 
Meadows development on the 
west side of Beacon Lite Road, 
south of Wakonda Hills, to the 
Planning Commission as the 
first step in the annexation and 
rezoning process.

• Unanimously approved the 
replat of the Woodmoor Placer 
development creating two new 
lots to the immediate north and 
south of the new YMCA building 
on the west side of Jackson Creek 
Parkway, north of Higby Road.

• Unanimously approved a new 
ordinance creating town-wide 
standards for the design and 
distribution of potable water 

systems that will also apply to the 
Triview Metropolitan District.

• Unanimously approved a new 
ordinance creating town-wide 
regulations that will allow the town to 
enforce compliance with building and 
construction regulations – including a 
new power to issue “stop work” orders 
– that will also apply to the Triview 
Metropolitan District.

• Tabled a proposed regulation to 
sell a portion of the town’s surplus 
water rights to the city-block Hull 
Subdivision between Beacon Lite 
Road and Grace Best Elementary 
School at a discounted rate to promote 
very high urban densities in the 
downtown district. 

• Rejected an ordinance that would have 
authorized salaries for trustees elected 
in April for attendance at board 
meetings (Drumm opposed)

• Unanimously approved a liquor 
license renewal for the Bayou Barbq 
restaurant in Monument Plaza. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:23 p.m.

�������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������

����������
�������������

����������������������
�������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
������������������
���������������������������������������
��������������������������������

��������������������

������������������������������

�������������
��������

����������������������
�����������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
� ��������������������������������������
��������������������

�����������������������������������
�������������������

�����������������������������
��������������������������
��������������
����������������������

�����������������������������
���������������������������������
����������������

������������
������������

�����������������
��������������
�����������������
��������������

����������������������������

������

�������������������������

��������������������

����������������������

�������������������������

���� �������� ���� ����

��������� �� �����

�������������

�������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������

Shari Blake Pet Services
Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593
CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY



Page 18 Vol. 8 No. 4Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 19Sat., April 5, 2008

Monument Board of Trustees meeting, Mar. 17

Monument election cancelled
By Jim Kendrick

Due to the number of candidates 
exactly equaling the number 
of vacant seats, the Monument 
Board of Trustees unanimously 
approved a resolution canceling 
the regularly scheduled election. 
Mayor Byron Glenn and Trustees 
Tommie Plank and Gail Drumm 
were re-elected to four year 
terms. Planning Commissioner 
Rafael Dominguez will also 
serve a four-year term, replacing 
former Planning Commission 
Chairman and Mayor Pro Tem 
Dave Mertz who chose not to run 
for re-election. 

Trustee Travis Easton was 
absent.

Trustee Comments 
Trustee Tim Miller noted that the 
stripe showing where to stop for 
a red light on westbound Baptist 
Road at the Struthers Road inter-
section has worn away, creating 
a safety issue when people drive 
through this intersection. People 
are stopping by the signal next to 
the on-ramp for the north lane of 
I-25, blocking those turning west 
from the northbound off-ramp. 
Public Works Director Rich Lan-
dreth said he would contact the 
Colorado Department of Trans-
portation (CD)T) to coordinate 
repainting of the stripe east of 
Struthers Road. 

Glenn reported that CDOT 
had agreed to re-pave Baptist 
Road from Struthers Road to 
the west side of the bridge over 
I-25 when the weather warms 
up. Also, “CDOT is also going 
to mill and pave I-25 from Gle-
neagle north.” 

Glenn said he talked with 
Valero Corporation to let them 

know that the Diamond Sham-
rock fuel station on the northwest 
corner of the Baptist Road in-
terchange will be receiving new 
water and sanitary sewer con-
nections. The Baptist Road Rural 
Transportation Authority should 
be receiving Valero’s right-of-
way donation for the interchange 
expansion within a week which 
should hasten the start of con-
struction. 

Frost is delaying the prepa-
ration of the sub-grade for grad-
ing and paving of the eastbound 
lanes of Baptist Road east of the 
Struthers Road intersection. 

Baptist Road widening of 
Baptist Road on the west side 
of the interchange is still #3 on 
the Pikes Peak Area Council of 
Governments improvement list, 
as is improving I-25 from the 
south Academy gate through 
Monument. 

Boyle Engineering gave a 
presentation to the Pikes Peak 
Regional Water Authority on the 
costs of transporting water from 
the Arkansas river to regional 
water districts that are mem-
bers (see article on page 3). The 
cost of constructing a transport 
system for 15,000 acre-feet per 
year would be about $500 mil-
lion. Larger systems that could 
transport 50,000 acre-feet per 
year would cost $1 billion or 
more. Partnering of all the water 
systems in the region could lower 
the cost per household to about 
$1,000 per year. 

Glenn and Town Manager 
Cathy Green met with County 
Commissioner Wayne Williams 
and El Paso County Department 
of Transportation Director John 

McCarty to discuss two options 
for connecting Mitchell Avenue 
to Baptist Road –– a connec-
tion of Forest Lakes Drive to the 
60-foot right-of-way of Ricken-
backer Avenue or building a road 
through Georgia Ward’s ranch. 

McCarty said the only way 
the Rickenbacker option would 
work would be to create a straight 
road from Arnold Avenue, west 
of the Tri-Lakes Wastewater 
Treatment Facility to connect 
directly to Rickenbacker. This 
would require taking right-of-
way from nine different lots, plus 

their houses. The county said this 
is not possible, so the route must 
be through Ward’s ranch. 

The town will negotiate with 
Ward for purchase of the needed 
right-of-way with appraisals from 
both sides. If a purchase cannot 
be negotiated, a judge will decide 
what the fair market value is and 
how much land the town would 
be required to purchase to avoid 
devaluing the remainder of her 
property.

Glenn recognized Turner 
Smith, the mayor-elect of the 
town of Ramah, who was attend-
ing the meeting as an observer. 
He is the husband of Town Trea-
surer Pamela Smith.

Glenn presented Mertz with 
a certificate of appreciate in 
honor of his service to the town 
on the board, BRRTA, and the 
Planning Commission, as well as 
a model Corvette to build in his 
free time, and a watering can to 
help the town with its irrigation 
issues. Mertz spoke at length 
of the goals that the town had 
achieved, particularly stabiliza-
tion of the previous rapid turn-
over in town staff,  creation of 
more open space, unification of 
east and west Monument as well 
as those that still needed further 
work, such as code enforcement 
and upgrade of the I-25 view cor-
ridor.

Green and Town Clerk Scott 
Meszaros showed the current 
town flag designed in 1870 and a 
new flag that is similar to the new 
town logo. The board determined 
that the old and new flags should 
be displayed prominently in the 
new town hall building. 

Final site plan for Em-
pirical Testing Corp. ap-

proved
Director of Development Ser-
vices Tom Kassawara and ar-

chitect Rick Barnes gave similar 
presentations to those given to 
the Planning Commission on 
Feb. 13 for the Preliminary/Final 
Planned. The commission ap-
proved the preliminary/final 
Planned Development (PD) site 
plan for two buildings to be 
constructed in three phases by 
Empirical Testing Corp. on the 
southeast corner of Mitchell and 
Synthes Avenues. Empirical is 
moving from a smaller facility 
in Colorado Springs.  (For more 
information on that hearing, see 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v8n3.htm#monpc.)

Kassawara noted that Em-
pirical is a very clean, medical 
testing operation that would be a 
significantly beneficial high tech 
employer. 

Barnes said that the facility 
will be a testing lab for artificial 
joints that surgically replace dam-
aged human hip or knee joints for 
example. Most of Empirical’s 
customers are overseas clients. 

Barnes said that Empirical 
asked the town for an address on 
Mitchell Avenue specifically be-
cause the company tests parts for 
competitors of Synthes Corpora-
tion. He noted that Synthes has its 
own lab to test the artificial joints 
that it manufactures. In addi-
tion, much of the frontage of the 
property along Synthes Avenue is 
blocked by water and wastewater 
easements. 

Barnes said that initially the 
company will have about 20 em-
ployees during normal working 
day hours, five days per week. 
One person will work during the 
day on the weekends to monitor 
the test equipment. The number 
of employees may grow to 35 
people in the long-term. Their 
arrival and departure times are 
different than the large numbers 
of employees for each shift at 
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Two Directors will be elected to Mountain View Electric Association�s (MVEA) Board of 
Directors this year from the following districts:

District 2:  Simla, Matheson and surrounding areas (incumbent Rick Gordon).
District 7: Monument, Woodmoor and a portion of the surrounding areas.

   If you, or someone you know, is interested in being a candidate, please contact a mem-
ber of the nominating committee. A candidate must be an MVEA member and reside in 
the district where there is a vacancy. 
Please contact either MVEA ofÞ ce to 
make certain which district you reside 
before applying. Candidate informa-
tion must be turned into the nominat-
ing committee by 5:30 p.m., April 14, 
2008.
   A member may also petition for 
nomination. Petitions are available at 
either MVEA ofÞ ce or online at www.
mvea.coop. Petitions must be signed 
by 15 members of MVEA residing in the 
district where there is a vacancy. It 
must be returned to either MVEA ofÞ ce 
by 5:30 p.m., April 28, 2008.
   An application must also be com-
pleted for both the verbal nomination 
and the petition, whichever one you 
choose to do. This application can also 
be found on MVEA�s web site or you may 
pick one up at either ofÞ ce. If you have 
questions, please contact a member of 
the nominating committee or Deborah 
Skillicorn.
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District 2

Allan L. Moore
13217 County Road 141

Simla, CO 80835
719-541-2180

District 7
Kenneth Emry

3950 Doolittle Rd.
Monument, CO 80132

719-481-6969
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Synthes Corporation. 
As with the Planning Com-

mission, Barnes and Kassawara 
gave answers that satisfied nearly 
all of the questions the trustees 
had about the buildings, land-
scaping, and drainage. 

There were no public com-
ments for or against the construc-
tion of the testing facility, even 
though it had been controversial 
at the Planning Commission 
hearing. Kassawara and Barnes 
said there would be very little 
impact on Mitchell since most 
employees would not make many 
trips and delivery trucks would 
visit the plant only a few days a 
week. 

A motion to approve the site 
plan was quickly offered and 
seconded. 

However, Glenn expressed 
concerns about how the spacing 
for the Mitchell Avenue driveway 
for the building would affect Ar-
nold Avenue traffic if Mitchell is 
extended to Baptist Road in the 
future. Glenn said he wanted to 
ask Empirical for five feet of 
right-of-way so that the town 
would have 80 feet rather than the 
current 70 feet. There was also a 
lengthy discussion about whether 
80 feet of right-of-way would be 
required for creation of turn lanes 
and bike lanes. Glenn stated that 
he thought Mitchell would be a 
major collector.

Kassawara said that Mitchell 
Avenue would be a minor collec-
tor and that only 60 of the avail-
able 70 feet would be needed and 
that the town has no standards 
for driveway spacing on a collec-
tor. The extra 10 feet of existing 
right-of-way are handy to have 
for adjusting the alignment for 
the improved roadway, if re-
quired, including a continuous 
northbound right turn lane from 
Arnold Avenue to Synthes Av-
enue. However, 80 feet of right-
of-way is not required for the 
existing part of Mitchell Avenue. 

Glenn said that the amount 
of right-of-way needed by the 
town in the long-term should be 
studied by the developer’s traffic 
consultant. The town should not 
lose the opportunity to require a 
right-of-way donation from Em-
pirical if there is a chance that 
the town might have to purchase 
it later. Glenn was adamant about 

having LSC perform a study on 
the relative proximity of Arnold 
Avenue and the driveways for 
Empirical, the adjacent volleyball 
center, and Synthes Corporation. 

Consultant traffic engineer 
Chris McGranahan, of LSC 
Transportation Consultants, said 
that his study looked at traffic 
contributions on Mitchell Ave-
nue. The location of the driveway 
was worked out. Barnes asked 
whether Synthes Avenue inter-
section would still have three-
way stop signs or a traffic signal. 
Kassawara said that when the 
project was submitted, there 
were no town plans for mak-
ing Mitchell Avenue a collector 
road. McGranahan said that turn 
lanes would not be required for 
the Empirical driveway due to 
its small traffic count whether 
Mitchell Avenue was a collector 
or an arterial. 

Green said that town regula-
tions do not address this issue. 
Barnes said he did not understand 
what the town was asking him to 
do and what changes might be 
required of Empirical. 

After lengthy further dis-
cussion, an additional study of 
traffic loading, driveway spacing 
and potential conflicts in 2020 
on Mitchell as a major collector 
road by LSC was made a condi-
tion of approval for the site plan. 
The board unanimously approved 
the site plan with this additional 
condition. 

Other matters
The board approved a service 
plan for the metropolitan district 
to be created for operations and 
maintenance of the parks, trails, 
and open spaces of the Willow 
Springs Ranch development. The 
maximum authorized debt for the 
metro district will be $10 million 
dollars with a mill levy cap of 
50 mills to maintain 125 acres 
of open space. The initial mill 
levy will be 35 mills. The vote 
was 4-2, with Drumm and Miller 
opposed. 

Five payments over $5,000 
were unanimously approved:
• $78,672 to Triview 

Metropolitan District for 
January sales tax

• $6,731 to Triview 
Metropolitan District for 
February motor vehicle tax

• $14,273 To Stantec 

Consulting, Inc for 
engineering work on 
Old Denver Highway 
improvements.

• $5,000 to the Palmer Lake 
Fireworks Committee for 
July the Fourth fireworks.

• $44,563 to Nolte Associates, 
Inc. for engineering work for 
the Third Street improvement 
project.

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 
p.m. 

**********

The next meeting will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. on April 7 at Town 
Hall, 166 Second St. Meetings 
are normally held on the first and 
third Mondays of the month. In-
formation: 884-8017. 

Above: Town Manager Cathy Green and Town Clerk Scott 
Meszaros showed the current town flag designed in 1870 and a 
new flag that is similar to the new town logo. The board determined 
that the old and new flags should be displayed prominently in the 
new town hall building. Left: Mayor Byron Glenn (left) presenting  
outgoing Trustee Dave Mertz with a plaque, a model of a Corvette, 
and a watering can in honor of his service as a Trustee and 
Chairman of the Planning Commission over the past eight years. 
Photos by Jim Kendrick.
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Monument Planning Commission meeting, Mar. 12

Wakonda Meadows annexation, rezoning, 
and sketch plan approved

By Jim Kendrick
The Monument Planning Commission 
approved discussed annexation, rezoning, 
and a sketch Planned Development (PD) 
plan for the undeveloped/rural 85 acres be-
tween Wakonda Hills, Beacon Lite Road, 
the northern town limit, and the Santa Fe 
Trail. The sketch plan showed 85 single-
family homes on about 67 acres and 48 
Town Homes on roughly 9 acres. Another 
14 acres of land in the Zonta parcel to the 
south are already part of the town. 

The commission also approved an 
amendment to the town code increasing 
the cash-in-lieu fees charged to a residen-
tial lot at the time the town issues a build-
ing permit. The residential fee increases 
from $290 to $1,350. 
Wakonda Meadows annexation

Land Planner Dean Mabe of LRS, Inc., 
gave the applicant’s presentation for land-
owner Ken Barber, of Zonta Partnership, 
LTD:
• The proposed layout protects the 

existing topographical features of the 
vacant property, as well as the existing 
drainage, wetlands, and waterways. 

• The proposed streets meet all town 
specifications. 

• The internal trails connect to the 
Santa Fe Trail and will allow access 
to the trail for the public from Beacon 

Lite Road. 
• The development’s homeowner’s 

association will own the development’s 
open space. 

• The town will own and maintain the 
trail system and finished park after the 
developer builds them. 

• The density within Wakonda Meadows 
will match that of adjacent Wakonda 
Hills homes at the northern boundary.

Principal planner Karen Griffith reported 
that the annexation proposal met all state 
statute requirements for at least one-sixth 
contiguity and availability of town ser-
vices. All owners have signed the annexa-
tion application. The annexation request 
also meets the requirements of the town’s 
comprehensive plan. 

The commission unanimously ap-
proved the annexation with two condi-
tions:
1. An annexation agreement shall 

be executed by the applicants that 
satisfactorily address commitments 
and referral agency comments. 

2. Any necessary technical corrections 
shall be made and approved by Town 
Staff.

PD zoning approved: Griffith recom-
mended that the applicant’s request for 
planned development zoning be approved 
since it meets the requirements of the 

town’s comprehensive plan. 
The PD zoning request was unani-

mously approved with two conditions:
1. The Wakonda Meadows annexation 

shall be approved and recorded prior 
to recordation of the PD zoning 
ordinance. 

2. Any necessary technical corrections 
shall be made prior to recording of the 
zoning ordinance. 

Sketch PD plan approved: Mabe noted 
that the land use for the 98.8-acre develop-
ment would be:
• 85 lots on 67.17 acres of land for single 

family residential (average density of 
1.27 dwelling units per acre)

• 48 townhomes on 8.88 acres of multi-
family residential (average density of 
5.4 dwelling units per acre)

• 18.55 acres of open space
• 1.4 acres of recreational area
• 1.72 acres of detention ponds
• 2.66 acres of Beacon Lite Road right-

of-way
• A total of 133 dwelling units for an 

average density of 1.35 dwelling units 
per acre

Griffith stated that:
• The sketch plan meets all town and 

comprehensive plan requirements. 
• Town water consultant Bruce Lytle 

has determined that there is sufficient 
water rights on the property for the 
proposed densities. 

• The property’s water rights must be 
adjudicated in water court, however, 

for use within the town’s well fields. 
The case has been filed.

• A well site on the parcel will be 
dedicated to the town.

• The applicant will be required to 
contribute a pro rata share for the 
cost of installation of a traffic signal 
at Beacon Lite Road and Highway 
105, based on the additional traffic 
generated by the development.

• The county has asked that wetlands on 
the parcel be designated as “no-build 
areas” on the site plan. 

• The county has asked that all of 
Beacon Lite Road adjacent to the 
development be annexed by the town. 

• A note has been added to the plan 
regarding the required preservation of 
vegetation if possible. 

• D-38 has requested that school bus 
stops be set aside along with cash-in-
lieu of a land dedication for a school 
on the site. 

• The Colorado Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) has requested 
an east to north left turn lane be 
constructed by the developer at 
Beacon Lite Road and Highway 105 as 
well as a west to southbound right turn 
and left turn lane. 

• CDOT is requiring a $47,000 fair 
share contribution to the signal light 
to be constructed at this intersection.

The site plan was unanimously approved 
with five proposed conditions:
1. The maximum number of residential 

366	second	street,	suite	d	•	719.488.9447	•	monday	–	friday,	10am–5:00pm,	saturday,	by	appointment
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The	Design	Works	is	a	full-service	

interior	 design	 studio,	 for	 those	

desiring	a	distinctive	and	creative	

look.	Designers	of	 lifestyle	interi-

ors	 including	 furniture,	 pillows,	

window	coverings,	 flooring,	 area	

rugs,	 upholstery,	 custom	 floral	

design,	 consultations	 and	 space	

planning.

Nationwide	Floor	&	Win-

dow	 Coverings	 takes	 the	

hassle	 out	 of	 purchasing	

new	 floor	 and	 window	

coverings.	 We	 Bring	 the	

Showroom	 to	 You.	 You	

select	your	floor	and	win-

dow	 coverings	 products	

under	 your	 own	 lighting	

with	 your	 furniture	 and	

decorations	 surrounding	

you.

We	are	your	one	stop	source	

for	the	finest	custom	window	

fashions,	 draperies,	 custom	

closet	 systems	 and	 more.	

Schmallen	 and	 Associates	

offers	 the	 best	 national	

brands,	 superlative	 service	

and	reliable	expertise.	Profes-

sional	 measuring	 and	

installation	 by	 certified,	 on	

staff	 installers	 is	available	on	

all	our	products	and	services!

CertaPro	Painters	is	dedicated	to	pro-

viding	 the	 highest	 quality	 painting	

work	with	the	best	possible	service	to	

our	customers.	With	CertaPro	Paint-

ers	you	get	a	quality	experience	that	

is	unique	in	the	painting	business—

and	 you	will	 get	 that	 experience	 at	

competitive	prices.

In	addition	to	The	Design	Works	interior	design	services	our	works	include	our	

partners—CertaPro	Painters,	Nationwide	Floor	&	Window	Coverings,	Schmal-

len	Home	Organization	&	Window	Coverings,	and	Hunter	Douglas	window	

fashions—all	on	site,	and	all	working	together	to	provide	our	clients	with	the	

best	and	most	convenient	service.

488-9203
3rd & Washington 

Downtown Monument
www.expectationssalon.com

Celebrating Our 10th Anniversary!
Take 20% OFF any service you have not tried 
yet at Expectations or any treatment you have 

not used for one year. 
Let our creative team help you with your 

hair, skin, body, and hand & feet needs.
We also can provide you with gift items like 

candles, jewelry, gift sets, and hair-skin-nail-
bath & body natural products. 
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10% OFF! 
With this ad. Good 

thru 4/30/08. Not valid 
with other offers.
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units shall not exceed 133 dwelling 
units.

2. Cash-in-lieu-of-land dedication fees 
shall be based on the average market 
value of land in the D-38 School 
District. Fees shall be collected when 
the land use permit for each residential 
unit is issued by the town.

3. The turn lanes requested by CDOT 
shall be shown on the preliminary PD 
site plan. The applicant will escrow 

$47,000 when the preliminary plan is 
submitted.

4. A qualified environmental professional 
will certify that the 1.4 acre park and 
proposed trail are completely outside 
of any wetland areas on the parcel 
and that there are no significant 
environmental constraints to the 
development of the park for active 
recreational uses such as picnic tables 
and playground equipment.

5. Technical corrections shall be made 
prior to finalization of the Sketch PD 
plan. 

Town code 
amendment approved

D-38 Chief Financial Officer Cheryl 
Wangeman advised the board that the re-
vised fee schedule for cash-in-lieu-of-land 
that had been negotiated with the town 
staff was satisfactory for the district’s 
capital needs for the near term. The code 

has been amended to reflect an appropriate 
amount and type of land needed for each 
type of district school and each type of 
housing. A waiver may be issued by the 
town under the amendment to waive the 
school fee for senior citizen apartment 
complexes. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting is at 6:30 p.m. on April 9 
at Town Hall, 166 Second Street. Informa-
tion: 884-8017. 

MOVING
SALE!!!

Jewelry, Gifts, Books, Music, 
and MORE! Up to 70% OFF! 

One Week ONLY! 
We�re moving! Same shopping 
center, different parking lot!

The Blue Sage Merchant
488-1822 

251 Front St., Unit 4 
Historic Downtown Monument 

All Day Play, 
Snooze the Night Away!™

   25% OFF any grooming service! 
With this ad. Limit one per customer. Good through 4-30-08. sc=ocn

(719) 632-WAGS (9247)
www.mycbw.com/monument

    A premier doggy day & overnight
  camp in a brand new, climate-controlled 
facility featuring spacious cabins, luxury 
suites and three indoor/outdoor play 
areas. Owners can enjoy guilt-free days 
and remotely view their campers playing, 
via our “camper cams.” 

    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight
  camp in a brand new, climate-controlled   camp in a brand new, climate-controlled   camp in a brand new, climate-controlled 
facility featuring spacious cabins, luxury 
suites and three indoor/outdoor play 
areas. Owners can enjoy guilt-free days 
and remotely view their campers playing, 

®®

18985 Base Camp Rd.
Near Woodmoor Dr. &

 Deer Creek Dr.

START LIVING,
STOP DIETING! 
NEW SPRING,

NEW YOU!

If you want a healthy & 
loving relationship with 
food & your body; if you 
want to lose weight for the 

LAST time instead of just ANOTHER time, 
I can help you. No diets, no special meals, 
no calorie counting. Start LIVING today. 
Stop DIETING today. 

Call/Email for Appointment 
KATHLEEN FROSCH, BSN, CRM 
Nutritionist, Speaker, Mentor 

Phone: (719) 331-0672 
Email: kathleen@creativeawareness.net 

Lose the desperation. Lose the weight. 
FUN, POWERFUL & REWARDING
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Palmer Lake Town Council, March 13

Council seeks new town water attorney
By David Futey

On March 13, the Palmer Lake 
Town Council unanimously ap-
proved a resolution to advertise 

a request for proposals from can-
didates wishing to fill the vacant 
town water attorney position. The 
board also cancelled the April 

election as the number of council 
candidates exactly matched the 
number of contested seats. 

Trustee Trish Flake was 
absent. In the audience were 
members of the Palmer Lake 
community, which included Boy 
Scout Troop 514. 
Request for water attor-

ney released
The request for a special water 
attorney was released on March 
21. Key dates that follow are 
April 9 for any written requests 
regarding the position and April 
23 for submissions. The Town 
Council will hold an executive 
session on May 1 to review sub-
missions and receive presenta-
tions, make a recommendation 
by May 7, and vote on May 8 to 
make a selection.

Election cancelled
By unanimous decision, the 
Town Council approved a reso-
lution to cancel the municipal 
election because the number of 

candidates equaled the number 
of vacant council positions. For-
mer Planning Commission Chair 
John Cressman will replace 
Mayor Max Parker, who chose 
not to run for re-election. Former 
Mayor Nikki McDonald and Dan 
Reynolds will replace Trish Flake 
and Susan Miner, as Flake and 
Miner chose not to run. Trust-
ees Gary Coleman, Bryan Jack, 
and Max Stafford retained their 
positions. Jack and Stafford were 
recently appointed to the council 
to fill vacant seats and this was 
their first opportunity to run for 
election. 

Motocross contract re-
newed

The council unanimously ap-
proved a request for renewal 
of the town’s contract with the 
Palmer Lake Sports Riders for 
motocross riding at the town’s 
park on County Line Road, east 
of the railroad tracks. This con-
tract is reviewed annually for 
renewal. 

Fishing Derby to be 
held June 7

An Awake the Lake Committee 
representative reported that the 
group’s annual Fishing Derby 
is scheduled for 8 a.m. to noon 
June 7. The derby is normally 
held on the first Saturday of 
June. Greg Cook proposed that 
a children’s festival also be held 
that day on the west side of lake 

by the gazebo. Details on this fes-
tival will be presented at the next 
meeting. For this event, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service deter-
mines whether to stock the lake 
by its condition. Cook indicated 
the condition of the lake was 
good at this time and thus did not 
foresee any issue. 

Trustees’ reports
Water: At the request of other 
trustees, Water Trustee Stafford 
contacted the Woodmoor and 
Monument Water and Sanita-
tion Districts to determine the 
cost of buying water for Palmer 
Lake. Woodmoor responded with 
a cost of $60 per acre-foot, but a 
price had not been received from 
Monument. 

Town water operator Jeremy 
Dunda passed his certification 
test for Class B water operator.
Roads: Jack said the Roads De-
partment has received the new 
front-end loader and backhoe, 
and the staff members are train-
ing on it. The process for hiring a 
new road technician is ongoing. 
Fire: Coleman said the Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department 
has received a $10,000 grant from 
the Colorado State Forest Service 
for assistance in writing a Com-
munity Wildfire Protection Plan.

The department held its an-
nual Easter Pancake Breakfast at 
the Town Hall on March 23.

Coleman reminded residents 
that house numbers must be visi-
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� Children & Adult Eye Exams 
� Laser Vision Consultant 
� Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses 

We Match Faces  
and Frames! 

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D. Authorized Oakley Dealer 

Northgate 
Highlands� 
own Jessi 
Ziegler, snow-
boarder, avid 
swimmer, 
reading  
enthusiast and 
animal lover is 
frame-styled to 
suit her very 
active lifestyle! 

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF$40 OFF
Comprehensive Eye Exam
Must present coupon when service is provided.

May exclude some insurance plans.  
Good through June 1, 2008.

488-9595
In Monument

Behind Taco Bell

www.premiervision.com 
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ble from the street. If any resident 
needs assistance, the department 
will install address signs for $20 
donations. 

Safe Passage to School 
Grant

Trustee Susan Miner said the 
town staff received a notice to 
proceed on the previous award of 
a federal Safe Passage to School 
grant, the first of three notices 
for this project. The town has 
received environmental and 
right-of-way clearances for util-
ity construction that would start 
after the surveyor makes a final 
assessment around the school 
area. Once completed, the Town 
Council will need to formally 
approve a resolution for the con-
struction portion. Sidewalks may 
be in place during the construc-
tion season, but overall comple-
tion of the project will probably 
not occur until next year. 

Easter Egg Hunt:
The Town of Palmer Lake spon-
sored its annual Easter Egg 
Hunt on March 22 in the Town 
Hall. Melissa Gray coordinated 
the event with the assistance of 
Easter bunny helpers Jeveleena 
Whitehouse, Dixie Del Faro, 
Zach Smith, Kaitlin O’Connor, 
Cristy Sulewski, Devin Wood, 
Terry Lenhard of the Police 
Department, and Shana Ball of 
the Fire Department. The Egg 
Stuffers were from the Volunteers 
of Mission Training International 
and the all important role of the 
Easter bunny was played by Val-
erie Ibarra. 

Farmers Market
The Farmers Market will begin 
on July 4 in the Village Green 
area in front of Town Hall. Dis-
cussions are under way regarding 
arrangements for the remainder 
of the summer. 
Building code fee sched-

ule endorsed
The Town Council unanimously 
endorsed the 2008 fee schedule 
for the Regional Building Code 
that went into effect on Jan. 1. 
Meadow Lane extension

Local developer Randy Jones re-
ported that he has met the town’s 
requirements, as requested, for 
the extension of Meadow Lane. 
However, Jones requested that 
the council waive the require-
ment for an 8-inch concrete slab 
and that the temporary gravel 
road he has already installed 
remain in place. If constructed, 
the slab would be 100 feet long 
by 24 feet wide and have a grade 
at or below the grade of the ad-
jacent grassland. Jones reported 
that this particular area receives 
significant water flow, as it is in a 
floodplain area, and the concrete 
could freeze and break apart 
after a short period. Should this 
occur after the warranty period, 
the repairs would be the respon-
sibility of the town. The repairs 
would most likely be significant, 
because damaged concrete would 
have to be removed before re-
pairs were made. The Planning 
Commission recommended that 
the slab be constructed to 6,000 
psi with structural steel for rein-
forcement. 

Trustee Miner suggested 
that it would be helpful to know 

the potential cost of repairs for 
various road surfaces, such as 
gravel, concrete, and asphalt, as 
that would give some indication 
of the town’s liability once it took 
ownership of the road. A decision 
on Jones’ request was continued 
until the April 10 regular council 
meeting. 

Job openings
The staff received 35 applica-
tions for the vacant police records 
technician position. The top five 
or six applicants will be ranked 
and contacted for interviews as 
the selection process proceeds. 
Two applications were received 
for the vacant chief of police 
position. Trustee Richard Allen 
expressed concern that the job 
pay scale excludes 75-80 percent 
of potential job applicants.

A motion was unanimously 
approved to immediately accept 
the job descriptions of these two 
vacant positions and the vacant 
road technician position. Trust-
ees are to review the remainder 
of job descriptions prior to the 
next council meeting. The job 
descriptions are being reformat-
ted for uniformity and updated as 
needed to meet current responsi-
bilities. 
Personnel manual being 

updated
The town’s personnel manual is 
being updated for the first time 
since 1994. Trustee Jack and 
Town Clerk Della Gray have 
been updating the manual, and 
they presented a draft document 
of those updates to the council. 
They received personnel manuals 
from 15 other Colorado com-
munities of similar size and have 
used Eaton’s for most compari-
sons. 

Mayor Parker expressed con-
cern over the present and drafted 
maximum accrual amounts of 
sick and vacation time. He noted 
that significant accrual hours 

have led to considerable payouts 
to employees who have resigned 
from town employment. Trustees 
are to review the edited version 
of the manual and comment 
by e-mail to the town clerk. It 
is planned to have a final draft 
available for vote by April 10. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:
30 p.m. 

**********
The next Town Council work-
shop is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
April 3. The next regular council 
meeting is at 7 p.m. April 10. 
Both meetings will be held in the 
Town Hall. The workshops are 

normally held the first Thursday 
of the month. The regular council 
meetings are normally held the 
second Thursday of the month.

LUXURIOUS PATIO HOMES
STONEBRIDGE AT CEDAR HEIGHTS

Insert MR 
Photo 
Here 

(719) 492-3974 Cell
Mark Rudolph 

Insert Photo 1 Insert Photo 2 C edar Heights provides the 

most fantastic Mountain, 

Peak and City Views in El 

Paso County. The security of a Guard-

Gated Community and a Maintenance-

Free Patio Home concept adds up to a 

lifetime of comfort, luxury and relaxa-

tion. Seven lots are now available on 

which to build either of our Ranch-style 

floor plans. The Cedar Heights Patio 

Homes truly are �Minutes Away, but 

Worlds Apart.�  

� 4,020 Square Feet (3,256 Fin.) 
� 4 Beds/4 Baths 
� Optional 5th Bedroom and Bath 
� Main Level 2nd Bedroom can be    

Office/Den 
� 2-Car Garage 
� True Main Level Living 
� Ranch Style w/ Full Basement (Walk-

Out on Most Lots) 
� Features: 2 Master Suites, Combo LR/

DR, Vaulted Ceilings, Hardwood,  
Composite Deck, Stucco and Stone, 
Pella Windows, Quality Appliances 

� 2� x 6� Construction 
� Delivery Approx. Eight Months       

Following Start 
� $606,000�650,000 

� 4,142 Square Feet (3,417 Fin.) 
� 4 Beds/3 Baths 
� Optional 5th Bedroom and Bath 
� Main Level 2nd Bedroom can be   

Office/Den 
� 2-Car Garage 
� True Main Level Living 
� Ranch Style w/ Full Basement (Walk-

Out on Most Lots) 
� Features: Formal Dining Room, Great 

Room, Vaulted Ceilings, Hardwood, 
Composite Deck, Stucco and Stone, 
Pella Windows, Quality Appliances 

� 2� x 6� Construction 
� Delivery Approx. Eight Months      

Following Start 
� $612,000�715,000 

THE �PONDEROSA� THE �PINON� 

Insert Photo 3 Insert Photo 4 Insert Photo 5 

FULLY GUARD GATED MAINTENANCE-FREESTUNNING VIEWS
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Adam 
Grayson

Palmer Lake
481-4964

Bob 
Denny

Baptist Road 
488-0457

Brad 
Lundberg
Monument 
481-0043

Donna 
O’Bryant
Gleneagle 

487-0407

Joe 
Suhajda
Gleneagle 

487-0250

Leasha
Larsen

Northgate 
484-0257

Read All About It
z SmartMoney Magazine, August 2007 

Edward Jones again was named the No. 1 full-
service brokerage firm in the August edition of 
SmartMoney Magazine. The firm placed ahead 
of six other firms and received high marks in the 
four catagories surveyed by the magazine: stock 
picking, customer satisfaction, trust, and customer 
statements. Edward Jones, which also ranked No. 1 
in 2005 as well, received five-star ratings in client 
statements and customer satisfaction.

z J.D. Power and Associates, July 24, 2007 
For the third year in a row, the financial-services 
firm Edward Jones ranks “Highest in Investor 
Satisfaction with Full Service Brokerage Firms,” 
according to the J.D. Power and Associates 2007 
Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM. 
Disclaimer: Edward Jones received the highest numerical score two 
years in a row among full service brokerage firms in the proprietary J.D. 
Power and Associates 2005-2007 Full Service Investor Satisfaction 
StudySM. 2007 study based on 3,043 total responses measuring 16 
brokerage firms and measures opinions of investors who used full-service 
investment institutions. Proprietary study results are based on experiences 
and perceptions of consumers surveyed from March-May 2007. Your 
experiences may vary.Visit jdpower.com.
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Donna M O'Bryant
Financial Advisor
.

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-487-0407
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By John Heiser
At the Lewis-Palmer District 38 School 

District Budget Summit March 10, it was 
announced that the school board had unan-

imously voted to place a mill levy override 
(MLO) ballot measure on the November 
ballot. More than 70 people attended the 
summit.

Superintendent Ray Blanch and Chief 
Financial Officer Cheryl Wangeman pre-
sented the efforts the district has taken to 
reduce and realign expenses. 

Some highlights:
• The district has an annual operating 

budget of about $40 million. About 55-
60 percent comes from the state with 
the remainder from local property 
taxes. The budget is composed of 71 
percent salaries, 15 percent benefits, 
8 percent supplies, and 6 percent 
services.

• There is a 3 percent designated reserve 
($1.2 million) required by TABOR. 
The board has elected to hold an 
additional 3 percent designated 
reserve, which results in an improved 
bond rating for the district. On the 
recent high school construction bond 
issue, it resulted in a savings of about 
$4.5 million.

• The district’s undesignated reserves 
as of June 30, 2007 were $3.9 million. 
$1.8 million of those funds will be 
used to help cover the operating 
expenses for Palmer Ridge High 
School (PRHS) during the 2008-
2009 and 2009-2010 school years. 
An additional $1.7 million in the 

undesignated reserves will be used to 
cover the funding shortfall for 2007-
2008. By the 2010-2011 school year, 
the undesignated reserves will have 
been reduced to about $450,000.

• In school year 2007-2008, a $250,000 
reduction is to be achieved through 
centralized curriculum textbook 
adoption, elimination of the elementary 
summer school, elimination of a 
Response to Intervention position, and 
elimination of the staffing pool. Blanch 
noted that some of these reductions 
“need to be done.” He added that part 
of the adjustments corrects for fewer 
students in the district than in past 
years.

• In 2008-2009, additional reductions 
are needed totaling about $1.7 
million.

• In 2009-2010, additional reductions 
are needed totaling about $1.2 
million. 

• In 2010-2011, additional reductions 
are needed totaling about $300,000.

Some of the details of the 2008-2009 rec-
ommended realignments:
• $270,000 in central office staff 

reductions. Duties will be reassigned 
to school principals or to the remaining 
central office staff.

• $715,000 in reductions in full time 
equivalent staff positions. These staff 
reductions are intended to be handled 

Lewis-Palmer District 38 School District Budget Summit, March 10

District plans November mill levy override ballot measure
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Harrahs Operating Compay

What interest rate do you earn?
• Rated B- by Standard and Poor’s
• Semi-Annual Interest
• Non-callable

*Yield effective as of 3/27/2008, subject to availability and price change.
Yield and market value will fluctuate if sold prior to maturity
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through attrition. Class 
sizes will increase. Some 
staffing flexibility will be 
lost and some staff may have 
to change assignments or 
buildings.

• $200,000 in reductions 
in supply budgets at the 
schools. This will reduce the 
flexibility of the schools and 
will reduce their ability to 
fund large projects.

• $30,000 in tuition for full-
day kinder/preschool. The 
programs will be required to 
become self-supporting. This 
may force some families out 
of the program.

• $335,000 increase in fees 
charged for participation in 
various school programs. 
The district will continue 
to offer a variety of options 
for students but the fees may 
price some families out of 
participation. 

Blanch stated that, within the 
district, the number of students 
per central office administrator is 
currently 500 and is estimated to 
be 525 in August 2009. He com-
pared that to the following num-
ber of students per administrator 
at nearby districts: Widefield 
500, Harrison 470, Fountain/Ft. 
Carson 430, Cheyenne Mountain 
305, Academy 250.

Blanch said that elementary 
school staffing in the district con-
sists of a principal, one teacher 
for each 19 students (with the 
budget realignment this will 
increase to 21), a counselor, an 
instructional coach (added in 
2002-2003), one technology pro-
fessional (changed to licensed 
staff in 2000-2001), one reading 
instructor (added in 2005-2006), 
one music instructor, one art in-
structor, one gifted-talented (GT) 
specialist, one physical education 
specialist, and one media/library 
professional (changed to licensed 
staff in 2000-2001).

Middle school staffing con-
sists of a principal, an assistant 
principal, one teacher for each 
28 students, two counselors, 
an instructional coach (added 
in 2006-2007), one literacy lab 
instructor (added in 2005-2006), 
one math lab instructor (added in 
2005-2006), one GT specialist, 
and one media/library profes-
sional (changed to licensed staff 
in 2000-2001).

Lewis-Palmer High School 
(LPHS) staffing consists of a 
principal, four assistant prin-
cipals, one teacher for each 24 
students, one athletic director, 
one activities director, seven 
counselors, a student assistance 
center with three teachers (added 
in 2005 through 2007), one read-
ing instructor, one GT specialist, 
and one media/library profes-
sional (changed to licensed staff 
in 2000-2001).

For the 2008-2009 school 
year, as part of its student popu-
lation is transferred to PRHS, 
LPHS will lose one assistant 
principal, the activities director, 
three counselors, and 32 teach-
ers.

Blanch noted that if no ad-
ditional revenues are received, 
the additional $1.2 million reduc-

tion required in 2009-2010 would 
equate to 16-20 full-time staff 
positions. He said that would 
mean larger classes, loss of some 
programs, loss of support struc-
tures for student interventions, 
damage to staff morale, and in-
creased attrition.

He added that the further 
$300,000 reduction required in 
2010-2011 would equate to an 
additional 4-6 full-time staff 
positions.

Blanch said that looking at 
lifetime earnings the district’s 
teacher compensation is cur-
rently 2-4 percent behind other 
districts in El Paso County and 
15-17 percent behind compensa-
tion in Douglas County.

Here are some highlights of 
the question and answer session:
• What should the normal 

reserve be? Wangeman 
replied that 6 percent is 
typical.

• How is the Learning Points 
community education 
program paid for? Blanch 
replied that the program is 
entirely funded by the tuition 
fees charged.

• Who is going to do the 
work of the counselors and 
intervention specialists that 
are being eliminated? Blanch 
replied that the district will 
have to rely more on teachers 
to do that work.

• If the MLO is passed, what 
will dictate the priorities 
for funding? Blanch said 
the priorities will be based 
on the district’s recently 
completed strategic vision. 
The strategic vision focuses 
on student learning, the 
whole child, and community 
engagement. The strategic 
vision document is posted 
at www.lewispalmer.org/
m e d i a / E D o c s /
Strategicvision_1_20_08.pdf

• What will the new fees be? 
Blanch said the average will 
be about $67 per year per 
student. He added that the 
administration is working to 
avoid pricing students out of 
participation.

• What about charging a fee 
for busing? Wangeman noted 
that no district currently 
charges a fee for busing 
children to and from school. 
She added that the total 
annual cost of the busing 
program is $2.2 million. 
Of that, the district is 
reimbursed for all but about 
$950,000. She noted that the 
fee committee concluded 
that due to potential safety 
concerns, it should be a last 
resort.

• What percentage of 
the budget goes to 
administrators’ salaries? 
Blanch replied that 8 percent 
of the salary funding goes 
to administrators’ salaries. 
He said that is about average 
compared to comparable 
districts.

• Do the developers pay for the 
costs for schools and staff? 
New developments provide 
land for school buildings 
or pay fees in lieu of land. 

Blanch noted that the fees 
in lieu of land are currently 
inadequate to cover the 
district’s additional costs.

• What will happen if 
neighboring districts such 
as Academy district and 
Douglas County pass MLO 
measures and district 38 
does not? Blanch replied 

that the district’s current 
disadvantage in teacher 
compensation will get 
worse.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer School Dis-
trict 38 Board of Education 
normally meets on the third 
Thursday of each month at the 
District’s Learning Center, 146 

Jefferson St., Monument. The 
next regular monthly meeting of 
the Board will be held April 17 
at 7 pm. 

The district’s Web site is at 
www.lewispalmer.org. 

The Monument Academy 
Web site is at www.monument
academy.net. 
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Above: Superintendent Ray Blanch presenting the D38 budget at the budget summit March 10. 
Photo by John Heiser.
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By John Heiser
The Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board has adopted 
the policy governance model. Since April 2007, Jim Wei-
gel a training consultant with the Colorado Association of 
School Boards, has been working with the board on under-
standing and implementing policy governance. 

Background on policy governance
The following information is from the April 23, 2007 
school board workshop. Weigel has said the principles of 
policy governance would apply equally well to a variety of 
governmental boards.
Defining terms: Weigel said the role of the board is to 
discern the expectations of the residents of the district, 
delegate authority to the superintendent and staff to meet 
those expectations, report the results to the residents, 
and be accountable to the residents for those results. He 
said, “The purpose of the board is to see to it on behalf 
of the residents that the district as a whole accomplishes 
worthwhile results for the students.” He defined “gover-
nance” as “The process that makes decisions which define 
expectations, delegate authority, or verify performance.” 
He defined “policy” as “A written statement of a value or 
perspective that underlies, controls, guides, or influences 
organizational conduct.”

Principles: Weigel stated the following principles of 
policy governance:
1. Boards should trust in their constituency. The focus 

should be on the residents’ expectations instead of 
issues inside the organization. 

2. Boards should speak with one voice or not at all. Only 
approved written motions count. Individual board 
members need to emphasize to residents that they do 
not speak for the entire board. 

3. Boards should formulate policy by setting the broadest 
principles first. Administrative procedures should be 
left to the superintendent and staff. 

4. Boards should define, delegate, and verify rather than 
react, ratify, or report. 

5. A board’s pivotal duty is to determine ends (i.e., goals, 
vision) related to the purpose of the district. The board 
is accountable for accomplishing those ends. 

6. Boards should control the means used by staff 
by limiting, not prescribing. The policies should 
identify what is not allowed, as was done in the Ten 
Commandments and the Bill of Rights, rather than 
specifying how things are to be done. 

7. Boards should first explicitly design its own products 
and processes. 

8. Boards should forge a relationship with staff that is 
empowering and safe. 

9. Boards should allow and require any reasonable 
interpretation of the policies. 

10. Boards should evaluate the superintendent’s 
performance against the policies. 

A conversation with students
As part of implementing policy governance, at the school 
board meeting March 20, the board members engaged in 
a conversation with Lewis-Palmer High School (LPHS) 
students Alex Colvin, Britney Ghee, Joseph Marcus, Tan-
ner Ottaway, and Eric Uribe. The conversation focused 
on questions such as, “What does success look like to you 
as you are about to leave high school?” and “How well 
prepared were you for high school, based on your middle 
school experience?” The students generally expressed 
satisfaction with the education they received and noted 
that the district has many excellent teachers. Despite the 
diversity of backgrounds represented by these students, 
they had some concerns about the general lack of cultural 
and ethnic diversity within the school district.

Citizen comments

Kristin Boyd, representing the Lewis-Palmer Education 
Association, said the staff feels vulnerable and would 
like to know how policy governance is going to be imple-
mented. She urged the board to post the district’s policies 
and procedures on-line so everyone will know what the 
rules are. She also expressed concern that the government-
mandated Response to Intervention program has been put 
“on the back burner.”

Randy Vieira, Babette Hansen, Bob Hansen, and 
Rebecca Moore spoke in support of the LPHS baseball 
program and coach Chuck Milo. Moore said coach Milo 
has been a friend and father-figure to her son. She added, 
“[Coach Milo] is a gift to this district.”

Other matters
• Capital reserve budget approved - Cheryl Wangeman, 

the district’s chief financial officer, requested budget 
approval for the 2008-2009 capital reserve facilities 
projects. These projects, which include remodel and 
repair work at the district’s schools, total $1.2 million. 
Board members Mark Pfoff and Jeff Cantlebary 
suggested it might be best to designate $112,000 of 
the anticipated surplus funds from the high school 
construction bond issue to fund several items in 
the capital reserve budget thereby retaining more 
flexibility within the capital reserve budget. The 
other board members said that the needs at LPHS are 
great enough that the $112,000 should remain part of 
the capital reserve budget in addition to any funds 
remaining from the construction bond. The proposed 
capital reserve budget was approved as submitted on a 
vote of 4-1 with Cantlebary voting no.

• New auditing firm selected - The board approved 
the selection of the independent auditing firm 
of Swanhorst and Company for the 2008-2009 
school year, as recommended by the district Audit 
Committee. Swanhorst audits only governmental 
agencies and school districts. They also have 
experience in auditing charter schools.

• Facility and Enrollment Committee (FEC) report 
- Alisa McGrath presented the bond expenditure 
update. The FEC tracks the expenditure of bond 
monies associated with the construction of Palmer 
Ridge High School (PRHS) and the improvements 
to LPHS. Deborah Goth presented the annual FEC 
report concerning enrollment and forecasting. 
She stated that enrollment projections provided by 
Strategic Resources West have proven to be accurate 
and reliable for planning purposes. The current 
projections are that at full build-out the district will 
need 2 high schools, 3 middle schools, and 11-12 
elementary schools. The committee recommended 
that the district annually compare actual and projected 
enrollments against building capacity numbers in 
order to properly plan for new buildings.

• Operating Limitations Policy 2.2: Treatment of Staff 
– Superintendent Ray Blanch presented this first 
monitoring report under the policy governance model. 
The policy states, in part: “The Superintendent shall 
neither cause nor allow organizational circumstances 
for staff, including employees, independent contractors 
and volunteers, which are inconsistent, undignified, 

Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board Meeting, March 20

Board implementing policy governance

Schedule for April 
Monday
1:00-2:30 pm       Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
6:00-7:15 pm        Beginning Yoga   Rebecca/Sue 
Tuesday
9:00-10:25 am     Level I-II Yoga          Raleigh 
10:35-noon          All Levels Yoga          Sue 
12:15-1:30 pm       Power Yoga             Rose 
6:30-8:00 pm      All Levels Yoga          Sue
Wednesday
9:30-11:00 am      Level I Yoga             Raleigh 
5:30-6:45 pm      PM Yoga For All        Raleigh 
7:00-8:15 pm       Power Yoga              Lauralee 
Thursday 
6:30-7:45 am       All Levels Yoga         Sue 
1:00-2:30 pm       Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
Friday 
9:00-10:30 am     All Levels Yoga          Sue 
10:45-noon          Level I-II Yoga          Raleigh 
Saturday        
9:15-10:45 am      All Levels Yoga          Sue 

Class Fees: $13 drop-in, $10 with multi-class card

Yoga Pathways Studio 
325 2nd. St.  Suite W in the Monteverde Bldg.  Monument 

Sattvic Stuff 
  the yoga & healthy living shop  

Tue. & Fri. 10:30-1:30; Wed. 4-8; 
before & after classes Sharon 481-0599 

April Sale:
K Robins Designs symbolic jewelry 

April
Special Events 

2 Mary Bond classes  Sun., April 6 
Posture & the Perineum 9-noon

Healthy Walking 1-4 pm 
For info & to register:  659-7667 

Dru Yoga Workshop 
Lisa Noll  Sun. April 13  2-4 pm 
For info & to register: 481-4137 

Full details on website! 

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com 

Studio Info:
Raleigh 481-4137 or
Sue 660-7858 
Other Instructors: Lauralee
460-5649, Rose 332-7564, 
Rebecca 659-7667 

What are you waiting for? Call
Theresa at 719.219.9697 
theresa@globalpathwaystravel.com
www.globalpathwaystravel.com

� Full-Service Travel Specialists

� Superior Customer Service

� Customized Travel to Meet Your Needs

Tired of spending hours on the internet 
searching for the best price?  
Let us do that for you.

Your Travel 
Specialists

719.219.9697

John & Jacqueline Homa

(719) 488-2224
755 Highway 105, Suite P, West End Center

Prime 2.82-acre lot in Forest View Estates
Don’t miss this rare opportunity! You can build a custom home, 
private garage and guest house on this property. It’s lightly treed 
and has 360 degree foothill, city and rock formation views. Offered 
at $260,000. For more details, call 800-613-6041 and enter ID# 6013 
or call us direct.

Are you struggling with real estate 
decisions in today’s market & economy?

If you are, you’re not alone. Many homeowners are trying to 
decide whether renting vs. selling is a viable option. Others think 
foreclosure is their only option and don’t realize that other options 
may be available. Non-owners are trying to decide if it’s the right time 
to buy. Some are troubled by the new lending practices that make 
it more difficult to purchase a home and think they can’t, when in 
reality they can. If any of these issues apply to you, please call us for 
a complimentary consultation to discuss your best 
options. We’ve been helping sellers, buyers, and 
investors make informed decisions since 1993.
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disorganized or unclear.” The monitoring report 
concluded that the district’s policies and procedures 
need to be reviewed and in some cases expanded or 
revised. A schedule for completing those actions was 
presented. Blanch addressed comments and questions 
from board members, who then accepted the report 
and found it reasonable. 

• Board member comments – Board member John 
Mann commended the LPHS students for their 
participation in the conversation with the board. 
Board member Gail Wilson commented on the recent 
release by Governor Ritter of his plans for the CAPK 
(Colorado Achievement Plan for Kids) program, which 
will require the state Board of Education to work 
collaboratively with the CCHE (Colorado Commission 
on Higher Education) to create a system for pre-K 
through 12. She also addressed possible adjustments 
to the School Finance Act and how this may impact 
funding for full-day kindergarten. Cantlebary 
commented briefly on the newly formed Committee 

on Constituent Community and requested that there 
be continued discussion of their involvement with 
the district. Pfoff remarked that, as a representative 
of the people, he is motivated to assure the district is 
fiscally responsible. Board president Dee Dee Eaton 
discussed possible professional development events 
and trainings for the board members. 

**********
The Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board of Education 
normally meets on the third Thursday of each month at the 
District’s Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. 
The next regular monthly meeting of the Board will be 
held April 17 at 7 pm.   

The district’s Web site is 
at www.lewispalmer.org. 

The Monument Academy 
Web site is at www.monument
academy.net. 

Childrens Choice 
www.childrenschoice.us

Your neighborhood licensed childcare facility  
located in Historic Downtown Monument since 

1993 serving children ages 12 months  
to 12 years.

� Longtime, highly qualified 
teaching staff certified in  
CPR & First Aid 

� Developmentally appropriate  
programs for all children 

� Committed to a multi-cultural, 
anti-biased philosophy 

� Hot lunch and snacks prepared 
in our kitchen - kid friendly and  
nutritious menus 

� 1⁄2 day and full-day preschool 

� Before & after school programs 
� Transportation to and from  

District 38 elementary schools 
� Kindergarten readiness skills 
� Homework assistance 
� Summer camp 
� Vacation camps 
� Programs during elementary  

school closures 
� Open year-round with  

year-round enrollment 

Please drop in or phone for a tour. 
We would love to show you our school! 

77 Third Street · 488-0884 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 6:30 pm 
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Above: (L to R) LPHS students Tanner Ottaway, Britney Ghee, Eric Uribe, Alex Colvin, and Joseph Marcus engaged in conversation with the consultant Jim 
Weigel and school board members Mark Pfoff, Jeff Cantlebary, Gail Wilson, John Mann, and Dee Dee Eaton. In the foreground are the Superintendent’s Secretary 
Vicki Wood and Superintendent Ray Blanch. Photo by John Heiser.
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By Jim Kendrick
Board Chairman Brian Ritz opened the 
Donald Wescott Fire Protection District 
Board meeting March 12 with an an-
nouncement that Director and Secretary-
Treasurer Dave Cross had submitted a 
letter of resignation on Feb. 27 due to a 
conflict with other commitments. The 
deadline for finalizing the ballot for the 
district election on May 6 had already 
passed, so the approved ballot will not re-
flect the additional need to replace Cross.

There was also an announcement that 
the department will host a second open 
house this year on May 17 featuring wild-
land mitigation; boating, motorcycle, bi-
cycle, helmet, climbing, and hiking safety; 
and presentations from representatives of 
the Colorado Cancer Center. This open 
house occurs in conjunction with Emer-
gency Medical Services week and other 

district activities planned at local schools. 
Firefighter Valerie Marshall is in charge of 
the open house. For more information, call 
488-8680. 

Directors Joe Potter, Kevin Gould, 
and Greg Gent were present. 

Board vacancy
The timing of Cross’s resignation does not 
allow the opening to be filled in the elec-
tion on May 6. The 60-day limit to appoint 
someone to fill the vacancy ends April 27. 
Some of the people previously interested in 
the position are on the ballot for the elec-
tion and some are not. The board decided 
to solicit letters of interest to be submitted 
before April 11. The board would like the 
interested parties to be present at the April 
16 meeting, when a replacement will be 
appointed. The vacancy will be posted on 
the district’s Web site. 

High fire hazard maps being 
updated

During the discussion leading to unani-
mous approval of the minutes for the 
previous regular board meeting on Feb. 20, 
Chief Jeff Edwards was asked if all of the 
district’s high hazard wildfire mitigation 
areas had been defined. Edwards advised 
that the district has a working draft of the 
operational map showing these areas but 
the Forest Service and Pikes Peak Regional 
Building are still working on the final ver-
sion of the official maps. 

Treasurer’s report
Gould volunteered to fill the vacant 
treasurer’s position until the regular board 
meeting on May 21, when board officers 
will be elected for the next two years. 

The department received a tax pay-
ment of over $600,000 at the beginning of 
March. This revenue will allow the depart-
ment to make a lease-purchase payment of 
approximately $300,000, due on April 1. 
The payments paid off the last three years 
of the lease-purchase agreement for En-
gine 2, the district’s water tender, and the 
addition of the third engine bay and offices 
at Station 1. 

There was consensus on getting an es-
timate from Osborne, Parsons & Rosacker 
for the 2007 audit. 

Chief’s report
Chief Edwards thanked the board for hold-
ing a special meeting with employees and 
volunteers on March 7, noting that it was 
a “good discussion.” He also thanked the 
board for approving the purchase of bul-
let-proof vests for employees, which have 
been received. However, the ceramic plates 
to insert in the vests and the helmets are 
still on back-order due to combat needs in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Two full-time firefighters will attend 
a Tactical Emergency Medical training 
course in May. Two Wescott volunteer fire-
fighters have already been trained by the 
Colorado Springs Fire Department. These 
four will train the other district firefight-
ers after the May class and help determine 
whether any other specialized tactical 
emergency equipment, besides the Kevlar 
vests and helmets, will be needed. 

Volunteer firefighter Elyze Wermel 
spent many hours handing out fire safety 
information at Wal-Mart. In return, Wal-
Mart is offering Wescott a grant. Edwards 
recommended that the district ask for a 
grant for purchase of automatic electronic 
defibrillators for area schools, due to a need 
identified during recent events at Antelope 
Trails Elementary School and a local golf 
course. Wescott is arranging to provide 
training to Academy School District 20 
personnel for emergencies, including use 
of the automatic defibrillators. 

Edwards reported on growth within 
the district. A Walgreen’s drug store is be-
ing built on the southeast corner of Baptist 
and Struthers Roads, which will soon be 
followed by a Chase Bank, a McDonald’s, 
and a Fairfield Inn. There are also plans 
for building 47 town homes in the area 
currently occupied by the Gleneagle Golf 
Course driving range. 

Assistant Chief Vinny Burns advised 
the board that Capt. Scott Ridings was 
drafting a grant application for purchase of 
a new district ladder truck and for a venti-
lation system for the Station 1 engine bays. 
The grant application is due April 3. The 
grant awards might not be announced for 
up to a year, however. 

Runs up significantly: The run report 
shows a 30 percent increase in calls com-
pared to the first two months in 2007, with 
a year-to-date total of 245. The total runs 
in February were 123, including 80 calls in 
the district and 43 calls that were mutual/
automatic aid calls to support neighboring 
districts. 

The board discussed the vehicle 
mileage report for the month, express-
ing its concern that Engine 2 is not being 
driven enough. The new and primary 
backup pumper trucks are being used on 
a rotational basis at this time. The board 
was concerned that both pumper engines 
will eventually have the same mileage 
and would prefer to extend the life of each 
engine by using both vehicles. Board mem-
bers said they were trying to be fiscally 
responsible and make sure that firefighters 
have proper equipment. 

Edwards noted that the mileage being 
put on these two vehicles depends on the 
call load. The new engine has many safety 
features that the older one it replaced does 
not. It has a crew cab that was designed and 
built to better serve the needs of the fire-
fighters. All medicine can be kept warm on 
the new engine but must be kept in exte-
rior, unheated storage cabinets on the older 
engine. Also, the hose beds are also lower 
on the new engine, which is much safer for 
loading hose after a fire. 

Edwards also stated that firefighters 
are generally taught to use one primary en-
gine and keep a reserve engine for when it 
is needed. The reserve engine must be kept 
in working condition and must meet all 
recurring tests for pump operations. The 
fire service generally bases replacement on 
years of service and not on mileage. 

Gould stated that he now feels that the 
board and the firefighters better understand 
each others’ concerns. He would like to see 
a policy showing the board how this matter 
can be handled to satisfy the operational 
and safety needs of the firefighters and the 
fiscal needs of the board. 

Board members will review a draft 
mission statement for the district to deter-
mine the need for any changes prior to final 
approval at the next meeting on April 16. 
The board also requested a final list of any 
changes employees feel need to be made to 
the Policy and Procedure Manual prior to 
final approval on April 16.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 
p.m. 

**********
The next meeting will be held at 7 p.m. 
on April 16 in the Station 1 conference 
room, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. Meetings 
are normally held on the third Wednesday 
of the month. For more information, call 
488-8680. ������������������������������
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Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board, March 12

May election ballot complicated by resignation

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes
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Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority, Mar. 27

Several expenses approved to 
expedite construction

By Jim Kendrick
The Baptist Road Rural Transportation Au-
thority (BRRTA) held a special meeting on 
Mar. 27 to approve:
• A payment of $567,965 to Mountain 

View Electric Association to move 
utility lines. 

• A payment not to exceed $50,000 
to relocate a Triview Metropolitan 
District sanitary sewer line for the I-25 
Baptist Road interchange expansion.

• An intergovernmental agreement 
between BRRTA and the Pikes Peak 
RTA to split sales and motor vehicle 
ownership taxes 50-50 for properties 
within BRRTA and PPRTA. 

All were unanimously approved. Monu-
ment Mayor Byron Glenn and Trustee Dave 
Mertz were absent. 

The board also approved a payment 
not to exceed $160,000 for installation of a 
sound wall that is 1,100 feet long and 8 feet 
high for 21 lots on the south side of Baptist 
Road, east of Gleneagle Drive, if the 21 lot 
owners all agree to waive a restriction on 
permanent structures in the drainage ease-
ment where the wall is to be built. If the 
sound wall materials cannot be provided in 

a timely manner or if the lot owners do not 
all sign easement waiver documentation 
within 45 days, the sound wall will not be 
built before the end of the current Baptist-
Struthers Road improvement contract in 
mid-to-late June. 

The funds for the sound wall are not 
available from PPRTA. However, PPRTA 
has contributed an additional $2 million 
to the original $8 million commitment to 
cover most of the unexpectedly high con-
tract cost of $10.2 million for the combined 
Baptist-Struthers Road project. 

The permitted delay in constructing 
the sound wall will require that installa-
tion of the final topcoat layer of asphalt 
and changing the level of all the manhole 
covers to match the final asphalt grade on 
Baptist Road will be delayed. The right-
hand eastbound lane of Baptist Road will 
be closed during the time the concrete work 
for installing.

**********
The next BRRTA meeting will be at 2:30 
p.m. on April 11 in Town Hall, 166 Second 
Street 

TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured
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By Chris Pollard
The Woodmoor Improvement Association (WIA) board 
on March 24 postponed a decision on a request by Knoll-
wood Village developers to allow an extension of business 
hours at a development at Knollwood Boulevard and High-
way 105.
Background: On March 26, 2007, the WIA heard a re-
quest from Knollwood Village developers to allow an 
extension of opening hours beyond the previously agreed 
9 p.m. if the developers agreed to a lower height of the 
buildings. The WIA subsequently polled residents on the 
request. Just over half of the residents who responded said 
it would be acceptable. At the April 24, 2007, meeting of 
the WIA, a representative of the developers, David Jones, 
said that they were really looking for unlimited hours 
rather than extended hours. With several residents present, 
the board voted to deny the request.

At the March 24, 2008, meeting, Steve Hammers, 
president of Hammers Construction, representing the 
Knollwood Village development, gave a short presentation 
to the board showing modified proposals for the long cen-
tral building planned for the area northeast of the junction 
of Knollwood Boulevard and Highway 105, just east of the 
construction site for a bank that is nearing completion. 
The proposal calls for a slightly lower building than origi-
nally proposed. The height for the bulk of the building 
would be set at 17 feet, with some architectural features 
rising to 27 feet. 

Hammers also discussed the idea of an additional 
entrance to this development and the adjacent Monument 
Academy School, currently under construction, which 
was being discussed with El Paso County and Monument 
Academy. The entrance would be on Highway 105, approx-
imately halfway between the west entrance to the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and Knollwood Boule-
vard. The entrance on the north side of the highway would 
be “right in, right out” and not have a traffic signal. This is 
near where a new building for Tri-Lakes Printing had been 
proposed, but that has now been cancelled. 

The developers said this new entrance proposal would 
address some of the traffic problems. They also want to 
target the development to high-end restaurants and said 
that in order to attract those clients, they needed to extend 
opening hours to midnight.

The board decided not to make a decision immedi-
ately and would have board members research the issue.

Lake Woodmoor work proposed
Bob Irwin, a land developer with Colorado Lakeshore, 
gave a short update on proposals for land development 
work around Lake Woodmoor. He said that because Wood-
moor Water and Sanitation was in the process of draining 
the lake, his company wanted to take the opportunity to 
remedy a number of problems. With the lake drained, 
construction of these modifications would be easier. The 
company planned, in cooperation with Woodmoor Water 
and Sanitation, to install a pipe to deal with problems of 
occasional flooding north of the lake. They also planned to 
relocate a sewer line that runs through one of the proposed 
developments. 

More significantly, they had come to an agreement 
with Woodmoor Water, which owns the lake, on re-es-
tablishing the lot boundaries on the east side of the lake. 
Currently, at the high water mark of the lake, even after 
a recent lowering of the spillway, lot boundaries are un-
der water. To fix this problem, it was agreed to add more 
rip-rap on the east side of the lake as an extension to that 
installed at the last draining of the lake around houses at 
the end of Lower Lake Road. To support the rip-rap, the 
lake bed would be raised about 5 to 6 feet along the lot 
boundaries so that approximately 3 feet would be showing 
at the high water mark. 

In response to questions from the audience and the 
board, Irwin noted that there were no current plans for the 
construction of buildings at any of the sites. He said his 
company is only involved with the preliminary develop-
ment of the land to enable construction at a later time. 

Monument Academy update
Dana Murphree and Laura Gipson, representing Monu-
ment Academy, gave a short update on negotiations with 
the WIA and plans for the Highway 105 entrance. They 
said that they had agreed on building colors and landscap-
ing on the north side of the building, which is close to resi-
dents of South Park Drive. Gipson noted that they would 
have a good idea of the schedule for the installation of the 
landscaping in about 60 days. 

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, March 24

Knollwood Village again 
asks for extended hours

Handy Man
 Master Carpenter

Interior and Exterior 
Finishing and Repairs

Cabinetry
Doors and Windows

Outbuildings Built and Repaired
Custom Trim

Decks, Porches, Gazebos
Larry Blasgen 494-2131

Over  30 Years’ Experience 
in Home Remodeling and Building

Small Jobs Welcome!

Cleaning Services 
Homes � Move Outs � Move Ins 
Weekly � Bi-Weekly � Monthly 

Free Estimates � Local References
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area for 10 Years

495-1798
Rocky Forry                      Sharon Forry 
Pager 386-1814              Pager 386-9117 

You�ve tried all the rest,  
Now...Go with the best!

Classes of 8 children. 
Experienced teacher of 20 years. 

Serving Tri-Lakes families since 1997. 

Registering now for Fall 2008 
Pre-School, Pre K, and  

kindie enrichment classes.

For more information, call Deb Fiala at
488-2589 

The
Woods 

pre-
school

Fabulous fashions and 
accessories for  

women and children
A smart way to shop! 
up to 80% off on select items 

Located in the Monument Plaza 
behind Rosie�s Diner 

New Consignors please call for an appointment 
719-484-0300 

Visit our website for more information 
www.twotimers.net 

�Where Quality and Price Count� 

Two Timers 
                Fine Consign 
          Women�s, Children�s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 

FOR BEAUTIFUL
WINDOWS�
THE CHOICE IS
CRYSTAL CLEAR!

SCHEDULE NOW
FOR SPRING
CLEANING!

360-9559

Rampart School of Music 
Piano, Organ, Theory 

BONNIE ACKERMAN 

The Gift of a Lifetime 
First Lesson FREE 

Your Home or Mine 
Call: (719) 329-8810 

Sue's Licensed Home Daycare
One Full-Time Opening Available 

Monument
CO Lic. #1540539 

719-264-7839
719-487-7224

Ask for Cindy
cindy@web-feat.biz
www.web-feat.biz

WEB FEAT
WEB DESIGN & 

GRAPHIC SERVICES
Web Design & Maintenance, 

Logos, Publications,
Business Cards, Photo 

Collages & Photo Restorations
I specialize in Small
Businesses and am 
responsive to your 
ideas. Thorough, 
clean coding.

Creat ive,

af fordable
des ign

$20/hour!

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes
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By Bill Kappel
An active weather pattern continued to affect the region 
during most of March, with rapid swings between cold and 
mild temperatures, plenty of gusty winds, and our share 
of snow. For the month, temperatures were below average 
and precipitation was near normal.

March started off just about how you would expect 
it, with record highs on the 1st and blizzard conditions on 
the 2nd. Strong winds out of the southwest raced over the 
region on the 1st, bringing in mild air that warmed even 
more as it descended down the slopes of the Front Range. 
This allowed temperatures to jump into the 60s across the 
area. But these winds were ahead of a powerful Pacific 
storm that was moving through the intermountain West. 
The cold front associated with this storm moved over the 
region around 4:30 a.m. on the 2nd, and snow quickly fol-
lowed. Snow became heavy at times during the morning as 
temperatures dropped into the teens. The snow combined 
with strong winds, gusting to 50 mph at times, to produce 
blizzard conditions during the day as the pressure gradient 
strengthened between the high pressure moving in behind 
the cold front and the area of low pressure strengthening 
over southwestern Colorado. This storm moved out of the 
region just as quickly as it moved in, with sunshine return-
ing on the 3rd.

Temperatures warmed the next afternoon into the 40s 
under a stronger March sunshine and breezy southwest 
winds. However, this didn’t last long as the next storm 
moved into the region by evening. Another 4-6 inches of 
snow accumulated across the area by the morning of the 
5th, and temperatures remained cold. High temperatures 
on the 5th and the 6th topped out in the 20s, with morning 
lows dropping below zero on the 4th and the 6th. Mostly 
clear skies returned for the next few days until the evening 
of the 8th, when the next system brought more light snow 
through the early morning of the 9th. However, as usual 
this snow melted quickly as the sun angle continued to get 
stronger in the transition from winter into spring.

The week of the 10th started off with quiet weather, 
with mostly sunny skies and mild temperatures. Highs 
were in the upper 40s to upper 50s through the afternoon 
of the 12th. Subtle changes began to take place on the 13th 
as the jet stream began to take aim at Colorado. This put us 
in for a roller coaster ride of sorts as several fast-moving 
weather systems affected the Tri-Lakes region. From the 
morning of the 13th through the morning of the 17th, each 
day saw at least a trace of snow, and during the entire pe-
riod most of us picked up 5-7 inches. However, much of the 
snow melted under the stronger March sunshine so overall 
accumulations were never that great, but it was a cold and 
white period. The jet stream then took a detour to the north 
from the 18th through the 21st, which allowed us to warm 
up. Temperatures jumped from the mid-40s to the low 60s 
from the 18th through the 20th, allowing spring to start off 
on a quiet and mild note. More unsettled and cold weather 
moved in during the morning of the 22nd, with light snow 
falling through the morning of the 23rd. Most areas re-
ceived 2-4 inches of snow with this latest storm.

The last week of the month started off quiet and mild 
as temperatures soared into the 60s from the 24th through 
the 26th. However, a weak surge of cold air managed to 
push into the area during the morning of the 27th with a 
reinforcing shot on the 28th. These cold fronts brought low 

clouds, fog, flurries, and freezing drizzle to the area and 
cooled temperatures off by 20-30 degrees. Westerly winds 
quickly kicked this cold air out of the region on the 29th 
and high temperatures rebounded into the 60s, but another 
surge of cool air moved back into the region to end the 
month, again bringing low clouds, fog, flurries, and freez-
ing drizzle.

A look ahead
April is known for a wide range of weather conditions in 
the Tri-Lake region. We can see 80-degree temperatures 
one afternoon and blizzard conditions the next. April 2005 
and 2007 received heavy snow, but 2006 was dry with 
less than 10 inches of snow and under an inch of rain. So, 
this April could bring us just about anything. The official 
monthly forecast for April 2008, produced by the Cli-
mate Prediction Center (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
products/predictions/30day/), is calling for equal chanc-
es of above or below normal temperatures and equal 
chances of above or below normal precipitation. For a 
complete look at monthly climate summaries for the 
Tri-Lakes region, please visit http://www.thekappels.com/
ClimateSummary.htm. 

March 2008 Weather Statistics
Average High    46.7° (-2.6)
Average Low    17.8° (-2.9)
Highest Temperature  65° on the 1st 
Lowest Temperature  -4° on the 4th/6th 
Monthly Precipitation  1.52” (-.57)
Monthly Snowfall  26.1” (+1.6)
Season to Date Snow   104.0” (+2.2)
Season to Date Precip.  13.47” (-1.46)
For more detailed weather information and Climatology 
of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit 
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm.

Remember, weather affects all of us every day and is 
a very important part of life for us in the Tri-Lakes region, 
and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique weather 
event or have a weather question, please contact us at 
billkappel@ourcommunitynews.org.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.

March Weather Wrap

Yamaha Baby Grand Piano  

Includes �Disklavier� Disk Player 
$11,800 (cost new $18,000) 

(719) 484-0442 
or (719) 439-0475

Rocky Mountain 
Critter Service 

Feeding & Affection 
Walks & Play  
Medications 
Plant Care   

Mail/Newspaper  
Daily Log 

Dependable and Caring  

Members of  
PSI and NAPPS 

495-0230
RMCritter@Gmail.com 

Serving Tri-Lakes  
for over 20 years 

We know how precious your pets are. 
Now you can keep them comfortable and 
secure while you�re away. You�ll have 
piece of mind knowing that 
they�re safe and well cared 
for in their own home.  

Pet Sitting

Bonded & Insured

19 Highway 105 � Palmer Lake 

Scott Ahlers 
Raspberry Mountain 

Real Estate, Inc.

719-459-8689

Great location with outstanding views. Walking distance to 
school, park, and lake. Perfect for a walk-out. Sewer tap fee 
is paid. Available as one parcel for $114,900 or can be 
divided into two building sites for $54,900 and 
$69,900.

Palmer Lake Land For Sale! 

Home Sweet Home 
Pampered Pet Care 

           Tri-Lakes Area
Animal sitting in your home. 

No need to stress your furkid by sending it 
off to the kennel. Let us take care of your 

friend in familiar surroundings - home sweet 
home. Walks, play time, love, and care.  

Caring for dogs, cats, horses, 
exotic pets, etc. 

Call Kathi at 487-8830 
or 659-0298.

* Reflexology * 
(foot and hand therapy) 

Carol Mates 719-213-8262
236 N. Washington St., Downtown Monument

Remember Mom on Mother�s Day
with a reflexology gift certificate. 
She�ll love it! (and you too). 

Flower Arrangements
Wedding Florals, Custom Silk Décor,  
Holiday & Special Occasion Design 

Stacey Nolan 
Stacey�s Bloomers, Palmer Lake 

719.649.6440
Free delivery to Palmer Lake schools & businesses

smithsdoglodge.com

The SMITHS
Love & Lodging for Your Family Dog

Your alternative to boarding kennels

481-9037

For all your 
travel needs, 

call
481-3051
Fax 481-3054
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on 
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has 
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form 
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the edi-
tor and include your full name, home address, and day and 
evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is recom-
mended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, and 
accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommunityne
ws.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send 
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowldege-
ment. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, please 
call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we have 
received your letter.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even when the letter writer is a reporter for OCN.

Town official responds to stormwater report
Some corrections are needed to the section of the OCN ar-
ticle covering the Feb. 4, 2008, Monument Board of Trust-
ees meeting (“Compromised Stormwater Improvements 
Noted,” page 18). This section reports on a presentation 
I made regarding the town’s Third Street improvements 
project. The article contained several representations that 
should be corrected so that the public has an accurate ac-
counting of not only the statements made at the meeting, 
but the project itself, and to assure your readers that the 
town is not deliberately compromising their safety or in 
any way seeking to construct anything less effective than 
that which is recommended by the Stormwater Master 
Plan.

The facts of this issue are:
• The piping system as contemplated by the Stormwater 

Master Plan did not “have the capacity to transport 
all stormwater to the west end of the street and under 
the railroad tracks for a 100-year storm,” as opposed 
to what was reported. The system was originally 
designed to carry a major portion of a 100-year storm 
in the pipes, with some stormwater flow being carried 
in the street by newly installed gutters. During a 
100-year storm, roadway pavements throughout the 
region would be inundated, so it makes no sense to 
design pipes so large that they will only function to 
their maximum capacity once in a very long time. I 
clarified this during my presentation in response to a 
question by Mayor Glenn. 

• The article stated that the system as redesigned is only 
partially capable of handling a 25-year storm. This is 
not the case. The system will now carry the entire 25-
year storm in the pipes, with no “excess stormwater 
flowing around the smaller pipes and rising to the 
crown of the surrounding streets,” as stated in the 
article. This was not mentioned during the discussion 
and is not factually correct. 

• The article stated that “during storms greater than 
a 25-year storm, there will be continued flooding 
on Third and Front Streets as a result of this 
compromise.” This was not stated during the meeting 
and is also not the case. During any major storm, there 
will be a volume of water flowing along the gutters 
on the sides of the roadway for a short period of time, 
usually coincident with the duration of the storm. The 
design as proposed will not result in “flooding” of the 
roads, but until the entire downtown drainage system 
is overhauled to include underground piping and curb 
and gutter, there will likely be some water along the 
edges of the pavement during severe storms due to the 
incapacity of the existing ditches and culverts to carry 
the runoff volumes generated by a storm. 

• The existing culvert underneath the railroad tracks is 
48 inches in diameter, not 36 inches as reported. 

• The redesign being called a “compromise” is not a true 
description of what drove the decision to downsize 
the drainage pipes on Third Street. In reality, the 
downsizing effort is an attempt to make the project 
better and more cost-effective for the town in several 
respects. The first benefit is that smaller pipes will be 
easier to “thread” through the maze of underground 
piping and conduits that exist along Third Street. 
Another benefit of downsizing the system is that it 
will allow us to use the existing culvert underneath the 

railroad tracks, thus avoiding a long and potentially 
costly effort to gain permission from the railroad to 
allow us to place an additional culvert under the tracks 
or to replace the existing culvert with a larger one. 
Finally, the cost savings to the town in downsizing the 
pipes to a more functional size is currently in excess 
of $60,000. 

• Finally, the reporter stated, “The fact that the 
master plan no longer intends to prevent flooding as 
previously promised was not reflected in the minutes 
for the meeting that were approved on Feb. 22.” This 
editorial comment should be retracted in light of the 
factual information provided above. The original 
piping system and the redesigned piping system are 
both designed to limit or prevent roadway “flooding” 
(which in common usage means total inundation of the 
roadway). The roadway and drainage system has been 
designed to greatly improve the drainage capabilities 
of the Third Street corridor beyond what exists today. 

Thank you for your efforts to provide good, accurate infor-
mation to the public.
Thomas A. Kassawara, P.E.
Director of Development Services
Town of Monument

Editor’s note
Jim Kendrick’s OCN report on what was said and its ap-
parent implications was based on a careful review of his 
recording of the Feb. 4 board meeting. After meeting with 
Kassawara to discuss concerns, Kendrick asked him to 
provide additional clarifying information about the ex-
pected performance of the approved stormwater drainage 
design for Third Street in a letter to the editor, in order to 
clear up any confusion created by the article.

Worried about Mount Herman drilling
My name is Natasha Lovato; I am 12 years old and a sixth-
grader at Lewis-Palmer Middle school in Monument. It 
has been a concern to me that there will be drilling for oil 
and gas on Mount Herman. I have been living at the base of 
Mount Herman for all 12 years of my life. Every morning 
when I get up and gaze out my window at the mountain, 
my heart melts. I look at the colors and hues year round. 

But I don’t just see the mountain’s beauty; I see the 
life in the mountain as well. Fox, deer, bear, mountain 
lion, coyote, a variety of birds, and the forest itself will be 
threatened by the drilling. Homes that are already being 
built throughout this area are destroying the wild lands as 
it is. People move here for the beauty of Mount Herman 
and the surrounding mountains. 

What will happen to our community if that natural 
beauty is taken away? Oil rigs will replace trees, and 
mounds of dirt will replace the forest floors. This is a 
frightening thought, not only for me, but for the many con-
cerned residents of Monument and Palmer Lake. Do you 
care, Dyad Petroleum Co.? Don’t you think that it would be 
a better choice to drill in a place where there isn’t a com-
munity at the base of a mountain where you are drilling? 
Mount Herman truly is Monument’s picture window.
Natasha Lovato

Thanks from Shamrocks Against Dystrophy
As chairperson of the Muscular Dystrophy Association’s 
Shamrocks Against Dystrophy, I want to take a moment 
to thank businesses and patrons in the Monument area for 
their generous participation in our 2008 campaign. I’m 
delighted to say that this year’s fundraising efforts were a 
great success.

 Those little green and gold shamrocks mobiles sold 
by local businesses help support MDA’s vital programs of 
research, health care services, and public education right 
here in Monument and across the country.

On behalf of all the individuals and families coping 
with muscle-wasting diseases, I send a big warm “thank 
you” to Monument residents — you’ve certainly put a 
smile in these Irish eyes!
Maureen McGovern
Muscular Dystrophy Association

Mitchell extension important for residents
I believe that the extension of Mitchell Road is important 
to the community and necessary for the safety and well-
being of a significant number of people.

My family, I, and my many neighbors live in a cul-
de-sac area west of Mitchell Road. We must drive north 

Marce’s Collection &
Pacific-Rim Interiors

New Shipment!
Now open the second weekend of the 

month, Friday & Saturday, 10-4.
755 Highway 105, Suite 1
Behind the West End Center

719.481.8766

New Shipment!
25% OFF furniture & lamps!

Come see what’s new!
Friday & Saturday,

April 11th & 12th • 10-4

More joy in your 
body … more 
peace in your life

Yoga Classes 
Group class Wed., 9:15 am, Palmer Lake Town 

Hall. Private classes by appointment.

Massage by Appointment 
In Monument 7 am - 7 pm or at your home.

Available for special occasions, girls night out, etc. 

Deahna Brown, L.M.T., R.Y.T.

481-0250125 Second St.  
Monument 

Upcoming Events
Katie Brassell, April 26th

Darlene Armstrong, May 3rd

trollbeads are coming!

Over 20 years musical 
theater experience 

Discount packages 
available

All ages accepted 

Vocal and Acting Lessons
Barbi Carr 
232-1190 

barbicarr@yahoo.com 
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A Perspective on Our Community 

Things HOAs can do to 
help the water situation

along Mitchell Road to the rail crossing on Second Street 
in Monument to travel south toward Colorado Springs. 
Often our travel is significantly delayed at the rail crossing 
because of long, slow coal trains.

Hundreds of families, and close to 1,000 existing resi-
dents, will receive significant benefits by the completion 
of an extension of Mitchell Road to Baptist Road. Addi-
tionally, new homes are being built in this cul-de-sac area 
all the time, and the planned 430-home development will 
further increase the population that will benefit from the 
extension of Mitchell Road.

The extension of Mitchell Road to Baptist Road will:
1. Decrease the distance we drive on trips toward 

Colorado Springs by 3 to 5 miles for each round-trip.
2. Decrease emergency response times for the sheriff’s 

department coming from Colorado Springs. A deputy 
would travel 1.5 to 2.5 fewer miles to reach our 
homes.

3. Decrease emergency response times for Monument 
police in some situations. A patrol car in the area 
along Baptist Road could respond to an incident off 
Mitchell Road more quickly, and vice versa.

4. Decrease the distance and travel time for an ambulance 

to transport me or one of my neighbors by ambulance 
to a hospital emergency room. An ambulance would 
travel 1.5 to 2.5 fewer miles to a hospital in Colorado 
Springs.

5. Decrease the distance and travel time for firefighting 
vehicles from nearby fire districts responding to assist 
in battling a wildfire. Additionally, many of the homes 
in this area are not served by a water district and thus 
no fire hydrants are available. The distance that fire 
department tankers would have to travel to refill at 
a hydrant would be significantly decreased. These 
tankers could refill at hydrants near Interstate 25 and 
Baptist Road.

6. Alleviate problems of first responders being delayed in 
responding to emergencies. In all cases of emergency 
response, the presence of a train at the rail crossing on 
Second Street can significantly delay their efforts.

If Ms. Ward (the landowner) cannot be persuaded to sell 
some of her land for the public good, I believe that the 
extension of Mitchell Road is an important and necessary 
use of eminent domain.
John Sidor

By Dave Futey
Regarding water levels in the West, they are well below 
flood stage and getting lower. A recent National Geo-
graphic article gave an in-depth analysis on the water 
situation in the West, a historically arid and semi-arid 
environment that is only getting drier. Climate change—
whether you believe it’s man-made or part of the Earth’s 
own cycle or both—appears to be the culprit. Regardless 
of cause, it is predicted to exacerbate the already dry 
conditions over time by virtue of the predicted decreased 
levels of precipitation.

As an example of foreshadowing in Colorado, we 
need only look back to five years ago. By 2002, there had 
been three to four years of generally below-average pre-
cipitation, and thus snowpack, causing reservoirs to be at 
low water levels not seen for over 50 years. Snowpack con-
tributes to 80 percent of the water systems in Colorado, 
which, in turn, impacts water to 10 other Western states. 

Our Community News has provided extensive cov-
erage on the issue of water. This coverage has included: 
highlighting projected costs to transport water here from 
outlying areas, such as the state’s Lower Arkansas River 
Valley; the joint efforts, though still seemingly somewhat 
in flux, of area water districts; the seemingly unabated 
housing developments that continue to be platted; and the 
various water district and civic meetings on the issue. 

This background brings me to the following point. I 
never thought I would live in a house where its modifica-
tions are governed by a homeowners’ association (HOA) 
and the related covenants. From my perhaps limited 
perspective, the purpose of the HOA is to ensure that 
covenants are followed by all members within the associa-
tion. The covenants, for their part, appear to be structured 
to ensure that a certain decorum is maintained in the 

community and that property values are maintained—an 
argument I have heard more than once in relation to the 
covenants. 

At some point in the not-too-distant future, the color 
of a house, a garbage can that is in plain view, a bark-
ing dog, or a trailer parked for an extended period in the 
driveway will not matter much if the cost of water is exor-
bitant—or if there is no water available at all. Looks will 
matter little when there is nothing to drink. 

So, to HOAs in the area: Why not take on an issue that 
will really matter to the future of the communities that 
you serve and that many, including me, enjoy living in. 
Here are my conversation starters for your next meeting:
 1. Seek ways to coordinate with your area’s water 

district to facilitate communication to your members 
on water issues.

2. Promote conservation in your communities through 
educational forums or by other means. 

3. If your covenants prevent xeriscaping or a related 
type of water-conserving landscaping, modify them 
to not only allow it but also to offer encouragement to 
residents. 

4. Seek opportunities to match homeowners who are 
interested in xeriscaping with those who perform 
such services. Perhaps neighbors on the same or 
adjacent streets who are interested in xeriscaping can 
cut costs by using the same contractor. 

5. Coordinate activities with other HOAs in your 
vicinity because, most likely, their constituents are 
drawing from the same aquifer as you. 

I suspect other ideas could spill over in the midst of your 
meetings, once some guidance comes from within—be-
fore we find ourselves without water. 

Call Carolyn at 488-5776
All Fitness Levels Welcome 

Sundance Studio,
1450 Cipriani Loop, 
Monument
   5:45 am M/W/F 
   7:45 am M/W/F 
   9:15 am M/T/W/Th/F+

   7:45 am Sat
   9:15 am Sat 
   4:00 pm Sun 

Personal Touch
 7:45 am T/Th
 10:30 am M/T/W/Th/F
 3:15 pm Sun 

Fitness Architects,
1728 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Woodmoor 
   4:30 pm T/Th 
   6:00 pm T/Th 

Black Forest 
Community Church,
6845 Shoup Road 
Black Forest 
   5:45 pm M/W 
   7:45 am Sat 

+Childcare available 

19 Highway 105 � Palmer Lake 

Kathy Allen 
Raspberry Mountain Real Estate, Inc.

719-234-1182 (ofc)

719-661-9863 (cell)

www.KathyAllen.net

Approved HUD

Repo Broker

351 Crescent Lane, Palmer Lake�Secluded cabin, completely renovated 
from top to bottom. Enjoy sunny mornings on the large deck and private 
afternoons in the backyard. Eat-in kitchen with knotty pine cabinets, vinyl 
windows, gas log fireplace with marble hearth and reading nook in master. 
Wood blinds, faux painting, large living/dining area. Unique mountain home. 
$194,000.

12835 Blue Spruce Lane, Black Forest�5 acre treed lot with plenty of 
privacy. Builder spared no expense on this custom home. Granite counter-
tops in gourmet kitchen, main-level master and study, arches separate the 
formal dining from the foyer and vaulted great room. 4428 sq. ft., 4 bd, 4 ba. 
Covered deck overlooks water feature. Sunny walk-out lower-level family/
game area features wet bar with granite. $750,000.

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

For information, contact John Heiser at 488-3455 or 
ads@ourcommunitynews.org

or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

SAVE UP TO 80% ON DENTAL
$19.95/mo. entire household. Includes Vision, 
Rx, and Chiropractic. Medical also available. 

(719) 495-9466 mybenefitsplus.com/CChavez3
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By the staff at Covered Treasures
Edna St. Vincent Millay asked, “To what purpose, 
April, do you return again?” For National Poetry 
Month, of course! In 1996, the Academy of American 
Poets designated April as the month to raise the coun-
try’s awareness and, hopefully, appreciation of poetry.

We all read poetry to and with our children when 
they were young; the rhythm and predictable rhymes of 
many children’s books make them work especially well 
for young brains just learning the patterns of letters, 
words, and numbers. Adults often tend to avoid po-
etry as reading material, perhaps remembering forced 
memorization in school, or just not thinking of poetry 
as a writing style to enjoy. Here are a few suggestions 
for the very young and for the older reader as well.

Out Came the Sun; A Day in Nursery Rhymes
Illustrated by Heather Collins (Kids Can Press), 
$19.95
Not just another anthology of nursery rhymes, these 
were carefully chosen by the illustrator to tell the story 
of a single, adventure-filled day in the lives of an en-
dearing family of stuffed animals. From the rousing 
rise-and-shine rhyme to the hushed lullaby, this book 
is a great one to read while cuddling with a toddler any 
time of day. 

Animal Crackers
Illustrated by Jane Dyer (Little, Brown and Co.), 
$19.99
Dyer’s beautiful soft watercolors illustrate this col-
lection of traditional and contemporary poets. She 
recalls that her mother, while feeding her and her twin 
sister, would give one of them a book to look through. 
“Though the books became covered with applesauce, 
peas and such, that only made them more delicious.” 

Don’t Bump the Glump! and Where the Sidewalk 
Ends
By Shel Silverstein (HarperCollins Publishers), $17.99
Fans of Silverstein (and what kid isn’t?) always smile 

when recalling his outrageous poems and drawings, funny 
and profound. Who can forget Sarah Cynthia Sylvia Stout 
Who Would Not Take the Garbage Out, or Jimmy Jet and 
His TV Set? Now there is Don’t Bump the Glump! Original-
ly published more than 30 years ago under the title Uncle 
Shelby’s Zoo, this menagerie of silly and scary creatures, 
illustrated by Silverstein in stunning ink and watercolor 
washes, is the only children’s book he created in full color. 
Step inside this most unusual bestiary and meet a number 
of outrageous characters, including the Wild Gazite, the 
Flying Festoon, the Slithergadee, and the One-Legged 
Zantz. This richly rendered collection of 45 poems will 
mesmerize Shel Silverstein fans of all ages. Betcha can’t 
keep from laughing!

Sailing Alone Around the Room
By Billy Collins (Random House), $14.95
America’s Poet Laureate (2001-03), Collins has a unique 
voice, often humorous, ironic, and poignant in the same 
piece. “Deceptively simple and gentle, (Collins’ poems) 
wrap their friendly arms around you, tell you a joke, pour 
you a drink …” (Minneapolis Star-Tribune) For fans of his 
appearances on A Prairie Home Companion who love to 
hear him recite his own work in his slightly raspy, often 
sardonic tones, Collins will be appearing at Colorado 
College on April 3. Check www.coloradocollege.edu for 
details.

Selected Poems
By Carl Sandburg (Harcourt), $16 
Carl Sandburg was one of the country’s most beloved 
writers. His years of traveling the country and working 
many odd jobs as a young man gave him a concern for the 
American worker, and he retained that focus, often writing 
about those concerns for all of his 89 years. He won the Pu-
litzer Prize twice: in 1940 for Abraham Lincoln: The War 
Years and in 1951 for Complete Poems. He wrote in many 
forms: as a newspaper columnist, folk-song writer, novel-
ist, biographer, and poet. But I think of him (and thank 
him!) for certain phrases from his poems that jump into my 
consciousness from time to time like “Chicago: City of the 
Big Shoulders,” or “The fog comes on little cat feet.” Words 
that form pictures that stay with us. 

Perhaps it’s time for you to pick up a book of poetry and re-
acquaint yourself with those snippets that keep popping up 
in your mind every so often, pieces from works that were 
assigned reading in high school or college.

T.S. Eliot wrote, “April is the cruelest month.” Maybe 
National Poetry Month will lessen that effect. Until next 
month, happy reading!

(Poem in Your Pocket Day has been celebrated each April 
17 in New York City since 2002. City parks, bookstores, 
workplaces, and other venues burst with open readings of 
poems from pockets. Even the mayor gets in on the festivi-
ties, reading a poem on the radio. The idea is simple: Select 
a poem you love during National Poetry Month, then carry 
it with you to share with co-workers, family, and friends. 
Covered Treasures will have a Poem in Your Pocket dis-
play — stop by and share your verse!)

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

April is Poetry Month
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487-7366
106 Second St.  

Downtown Monument 
www.AttitudesMonument.com
Salon 

Time for Spring Cleaning?
Nothing says "SPRING" like a glowing 
flush of color�the result of removing 
the remnants of old winter-worn skin. 
Feel the power of rejuvenation with a 
complimentary deep exfoliation facial 
when you purchase three qualifying 
products from a skincare line targeting 
your specific goals and needs. This 
facial, a $60 value, will create the 
perfect surface for your products to 
build on. The results can be amazing 
when paired together! You could drive 
farther, pay much more, and not get the 
great results you can minutes from your 
home. Call today to reserve your spot. 
Offer is good only until May 10, 2008. 

Keep up on Black Forest�s News too! Subscribe today!

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE (opt)

Clip and send with a check for $15 for a one-year, in-state, subscription
mailed to your home. Send to: Black Forest News, 11425 Black Forest
Rd., Colorado Springs, CO 80908      Phone: 495-8750.
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By Woody Woodworth
Taking time to choose the right plants for specific condi-
tions in your garden will greatly improve your garden’s 
overall look and feel—and will cut down on overall main-
tenance and watering requirements. 

Determine which areas of your yard receive a lot of 
sun, or tend to be more in the shade. Especially note the 
times of day and how long each area remains in shade or 
how many hours of sun it receives. Try to select plants that 
fit your gardens natural growing conditions. Areas of your 
garden that face west or south naturally tend to be much 
hotter and receive much more direct sunlight. Taking a 
little time to choose the right plants for these demanding 
growing conditions can help save you time, money, and 
water, as well as improve your overall results. 

The amount of sun an area receives is measured in 
hours. For instance, a “full sun” area would receive five 
or more hours of direct sunlight per day. “Partial sun” 
would be about three to four hours of sun per day. Also, 
there is a difference between morning sun and afternoon 
sun. Morning sun areas tend to provide a cooler environ-
ment, whereas afternoon sun is generally much hotter. Fil-
tered sun is an area with sun and shade in roughly equal 
amounts. An example would be areas beneath large trees 
that have open canopies. “Partial shade” areas are those 
that will receive about one to three hours of sunlight per 
day. “Full shade” areas never receive direct sunlight. The 
north side of fences or walls, or areas beneath trees with 
heavy or dense canopies would be considered full shade 
areas. 

Each plant, available at your local garden center or 
nursery, will have a tag that describes the basic grow-
ing and care requirements for that particular plant. Most 
often, the plant’s tag will include the plant name and va-
riety, such as: Shasta daisy—Alaska. The type of plant: 

perennial. Height at maturity: 2 to 4 feet tall. Width at 
maturity: 18 to 24 inches wide. Spacing: 18 to 24 inches 
apart. “Spacing” is the recommended distance between 
plants when you first plant them in the ground, taking 
into account the eventual size at maturity. Spacing plants 
a little closer together than recommended at the time of 
planting will tend to give a more immediate fullness to 
your garden, as well as when the garden matures. This 
technique works well with flowering plants, annuals, and 
perennials. 

The plant tag will also include the light requirements, 
such as “full sun” for the Shasta daisy or “partial shade” 
for plants that require shade during the hottest part of the 
day. In general, if the light requirements listed for a plant 
contain the word “sun” (i.e., “full sun,” “partial sun,” etc.), 
the plant requires some amount of direct sunlight per day. 
If the light requirement uses the term “shade” (i.e., “light 
shade,” “full shade,” etc.), then it would be a shade-loving 
plant such as caladium. 

Now that you’ve picked out the right plants for the 
right garden areas, be sure to take the following steps to 
give them a fighting chance in our harsh environment: 
• Amend the soil when planting by using composted 

material.
• Mulch your plants to prevent excessive evaporation.
• Water often to get plants established, then once top 

growth has developed and plants become accustomed 
to their environment, water less often, but deeply.

There are many plants available today that will accept a 
wide range of growing conditions. Your local garden cen-
ter will have plant types and varieties that are perfectly 
suited for our region’s growing conditions. 

Woody Woodworth owns High Country 
Home and Garden.

High Country Highlights

How to garden in sun or shade

Live outside our free delivery area*?
Want prompt delivery every month 

direct to your mailbox? 

Subscribe to OCN! 
$17 for 12 issues 

Name ______________________________ 
Address _____________________________ 

 _____________________________ 
City, State Zip _______________________ 

Mail this form with a check or money order to 
Our Community News 
P.O. Box 1742 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742 

Questions? Call John Heiser, (719) 488-3455 
*County Line Rd. to Northgate Rd., Palmer Lake to Hwy 83.

www.AllThingsInNature.com 
Kathleen Green 

Owner &  Garden Designer 

All Things In Nature LLC 

Garden Design & Planting  

WaterWise & Perennial Gardens 
Renovations & New Construction 

Butterfly & Wildlife Gardens 
Eco-friendly, Chemical free gardens 

481-5659

ANIMAL MOVERS

Screen Repair
                           Windows and Screen 
                         Doors. We come to you! 

         Ask about our Screen Door Special...

 Kurt 360-9559

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Piano Lessons By Becky  
� 37 years of teaching experience 
� Bachelors of Arts in Music 
� King�s Deer area 
� First Lesson is FREE! 

Call 559-3837 

Also...Flik-Flak watches,  
Science Kits, Clay Mates, Safari
Toobs, educational puzzles and 
games, marble mazes, kites, and lots 
more. Widest selection of Playmobil,
Calico Critters, and Plush.

Free Gift Wrapping 

487-1955 Mon. thru Fri. 10�6, Sat. 10�5 
155 Jefferson St.�Historic Downtown Monument 

New Lines of SAFE TOYS made in the  
USA, Europe, and Canada! 

Including Kathe Kruse...

Hallmark
Housecleaning

Serving the Tri-Lakes Area
20 Years Experience
Honest, Dependable

Satisfaction Guaranteed

References Available 495-6772

OUR LITTLE ANGELS�CHILD CARE
Licensed 13 yrs., Insured, Certified, Full & Part-Time Available

Monument/Jackson Creek 719 481-9282
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Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN!

We offer inexpensive ads considering our very large circulation. Every 
month more than 13,000 copies of OCN are delivered by mail to residents 

and 
businesses throughout the Tri-Lakes area. 

For more information, contact John Heiser at 

488-3455 
ads@ourcommunitynews.org or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Northern pintail

By Elizabeth Hacker
Spring is a good time to watch for migrating waterfowl, 
including ducks, geese, herons, and egrets, as they are 
returning to nest in Colorado or briefly stop here on their 
long journey north. A few days ago, Randy and I spotted a 
small flock of northern pintail ducks, presumably resting 
along their migration route. 

The pintail is a common duck that is widespread 
throughout the Northern Hemisphere. It often is found 
in large flocks of up to 1,000 ducks, except during breed-
ing season when pairs separate and form smaller flocks. 
Spring is the pintail’s breeding season and the time when 
the drake aggressively pursues hens, including hens of 
other duck species. The small flock we observed was 
peacefully swimming in unison and dipping for aquatic 
vegetation at the edge of a lake, which may indicate that 
pairs have already formed. 

The pintail is a dabbling duck distinguished by its 
long, pointed tail, goose-like neck, sleek body, and narrow, 
gull-like wings. Some birders consider it to be among the 
most elegant of all waterfowl, and because this swift-fly-
ing duck rapidly takes flight directly from water, it is often 
referred to as the “greyhound of the air.” Weighing a little 
more than 2 pounds with an average length of 18 inches 
and wing span of 35 inches, it is considered a medium-size 
duck but more streamlined in the water and the air. 

The pintail is named for its elongated central tail 
feathers, which constitute one-fourth of the drake’s body 
length. A white stripe on each side of the drake’s neck ex-
tends from the back of its chocolate-brown head down to 
its white breast, further emphasizing its curved goose-like 
neck. Sharply contrasting the bright white feathers on the 
drake’s striped neck, chest, belly, and the patch under its 
tail are the black feathers on its back and central long tail 
feathers, which often appear iridescent. The feathers on 
the side flanks and outer tail feathers are a soft gray. Other 
distinguishing features include its blue-gray bill with a 
black strip running along the center and its slate-gray legs 

and webbed feet. The drakes display breeding plumage 
from January through July, and April is a great time to see 
the pintail in its full splendor! 

The breeding season ends in July and the drake’s col-
orful plumage eclipses to a dull brown, making it difficult 
to distinguish a male from a female or juvenile. Similar to 
other female waterfowl, the female pintail is dull in com-
parison to the colorful drake. The dark brown feathers on 
her back contrast with lighter buff feathers on her head, 
neck, and lower body. The hen’s long neck and pointed 
tail help to distinguish her from other female ducks. The 
juvenile pintail appears very similar to the female. 

Dabbling ducks dip their heads below the surface of 
shallow ponds and lakes to filter aquatic plants, insects, 
and crustaceans. The pintail also forages on land in moist 
soils and harvested grain fields for nuts, native grass 
seeds, and kernels of rice, wheat, corn, and barley. 

Nesting for the pintail starts earlier than it does 
among other ducks, and it is the only dabbling duck that 
builds its nest away from water on open ground on prai-
ries, the tundra, or between the rows of tilled cropland, 
which can present a problem if field stubble is burned or 
cultivation begins in early spring. The nest is a simple 
bowl of grasses lined with down feathers used to protect 
the eggs from the fluctuating springtime and freezing 
nighttime temperatures. 

Often in early May, the hen begins laying one egg a 
day. The clutch size ranges from 3 to 12 greenish eggs, and 
it is not uncommon for other ducks such as the mallard to 
deposit eggs in a pintails nest. Once all the eggs have been 
laid, the female sits on them until they hatch. In late May 
or early June, the eggs hatch within hours of each other. 
Shortly after the gray, downy chicks’ feathers have dried, 
the chicks leave the nest and follow the hen to food and 
water.

In late summer, the northern pintail is among the first 
to begin its southern migration and may fly as far south as 
Central America. Once abundant, the pintail has suffered 
a disturbing decline since the 1950s due to habitat loss. In 
2001, the breeding population was estimated at 3.3 million 
birds, substantially below the North American Waterfowl 
Management objective of 5.5 million birds. Because the 
northern pintail’s preferred breeding habitat is in open 
fields and shallow wetlands, it has suffered from persistent 
drought and loss of grassland habitat in the Prairie Pothole 
Region that has led to strict hunting regulations and better 
habitat management practices.

Elizabeth Hacker is an artist in the Tri-Lakes area. Her 
bird prints are available at the gift shop in the Tri-

Lakes Center for the Arts in Palmer Lake, with proceeds 
benefiting habitat preservation. E-mail her at OCN with 

your questions and bird finds.

Above: Drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of 
northern pintails. A color version is posted at 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v8n4bird.htm 

Monument School  
of Fine Arts

Art Classes for All Ages 

SUMMER ART 
PROGRAMS 

ENROLLING NOW! 
� June Movie Camp�Learn the pro secrets, crew a 

real movie as cast, director, writer, more. 

� Kid�s 3-Day Art Camps�Choose your weeks, 
offered all summer, naturally fun. 

� Weekly Studio Classes�Proven results, best in 
Colorado, award-winning. 

� Summer Evening Adult Art Workshop series for 
artists and art lovers�Paint right away. 

� Weekend Art Workshops�Learn to paint with 
the master�s touch. 

� NEW! Join our Summer-of-Ten Art Challenge�A 
painting a week guaranteed. 

Call Janet Sellers today : 488-8280 
Details at http://StartMyArt.tripod.com 

� Unique and 
affordable gifts 
and jewelry 

� Friendly, 
personalized 
service 

� Locally-owned 
and operated

481 Hwy 105 (Behind Domino�s)

487-3119

$2 OFF
$5 purchase or

$5 OFF  
$10 purchase 

With coupon.  
Good through 4/30/08. 

Ellis Construction 
                                      Member

One Call Does All: 
� Carpentry 
� Plumbing 
� Electrical 
� Tile
� Hardwood  

flooring 
� Cabinets 
� Siding 
...and more 

719-460-8125
Licensed & insured for 

your protection

House  
For Sale 

 Jackson Creek/Monument 
4 bdrm, 3.5 bath, 3-car garage,  

fenced yard, 3,283 sq. ft. MLS #482476 
Must sell. $369,900.
Call 719-359-1474
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Art Matters

Spring
By Janet Sellers

I’m ready for spring to get going, aren’t you? The long, 
hard, cold winter is great for skiers and ice skaters, but 
the harsh conditions of everyday life and travel can’t be 
over too soon. It is April, and our springtime is holding off 
again! At our house, we’re ready for warmer weather, trees 
to leaf out, flowers, blooms, and springtime in the Rockies. 
Sometimes we just have to bring the season to ourselves 
in our own way. My friend Liz and I went out a couple 
of weeks ago in the freezing drizzle, wishing for a day of 
spring, or at least a spring feeling, and we found it.

The Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA) was host-
ing a special, albeit ephemeral, exhibition of ikebana, 
the Japanese art of flower arranging. While adapting to 
contemporary times, this tradition remains very close to 
its artful origin, the art of the space between the living 
flowers and branches. Priests and warlords alike found that 
a ritualized, artful activity created moments of peace amid 
the hard times, and a balance for volition and acceptance 
in a world beyond one’s control.

Over centuries of warring states, the practice had 
become a man’s man-type of tradition for letting off pres-
sure, of decompressing, with or without a guest to share in 
the moment. As with many traditions, the rituals became 
elaborate, although appearing simple, and not without its 
dynastic lines of practice. Ikebana grew from this tradi-
tion into its own as an art form, with an endless variety 
of methods, traditions, and schools of practice. Several of 
these schools were represented at the TLCA exhibition.

In creating and in viewing ikebana, one contemplates 
the art of space. Ikebana (literally, “put the flowers”) prac-
tice maintains that the art of space is as important, if not 
more so, than the article of the art itself, the flowers and 
branches. From squares to triangles to circular rhythms, 
this art of space supports the beauty of nature. While most 
Western flower arrangement styles are filled with an abun-
dance of flowers, tradition has ikebana filled with restful 
space in between them, a highly meaningful space.

In nature, plants take on their appreciation of space 
due to their need for light; leaves and branches seek opti-
mal exposure for their continued health. In nature as in art, 
the optimal connection of harmony can be practiced and 
reflected in the act. The art is a sort of record of where the 
heart has been. Ikebana is supremely respectful of this.  In 
our busy world of combining work, family, travel, and ap-
pointments, and balancing these with leisure time, we are 
not unlike the warriors seeking to create their own respite 
in moments of peace and harmony. We are vigilant in our 
care and planning on a daily basis, and must maintain a 
sense of harmony or perish. It is something we create for 
ourselves, and co-create in our lives with others. The defi-
nition of fine art is that it is creativity without function; it 
is pure thought, pure emotion, pure expression. Ikebana 
embodies this purity.

Here in our community, in our friendly local galleries 
and shops, the merchants have beautifully set out art and 
fancies for us to enjoy and to buy. I have never noticed this 
with the big box stores, but our small, local shops have the 
interest and the inclination to artfully arrange their venues. 
Sometimes it takes me by surprise. I walked into the little 
gift shop, Cherry, in Monument, and the whole place was 
thoughtfully arranged into little pathways of aisles, folk 
art, candles, and little fancies perched on everything from 
rustic farm crates to large cases.

The little “neighborhoods” were arranged in hues, 
each color with its variety of tone. Granted, the merchan-
dise is not fine art, yet it is artfully placed. Big teddy 
bears, picnic baskets and wooden geese had their nook 
or archway. Every small hairpin or giftie had its place 
in a basket or on a box top. I gained a new respect for 
this kind of shop; in fact, I bought things I probably 
could not have noticed in the grandiose, boldly lit chain 
stores. There is something to be said for thoughtfulness 
in our day, where ever we may find it.

We can take a lesson from nature and the cultures 
of the ages. We can take in the artful moments of our 
lives any day. We may even find springtime on a snowy 
day and treasures close to home, artfully put out for our 
pleasure. Let’s get out and find them!

Call for art
Would you like to exhibit your artwork at the library? 
The Pikes Peak Library District Art Evaluation Com-
mittee will be jurying hanging art to exhibit in library 
galleries. Interested artists are asked to submit 
five pieces of art—exactly as they would look 
in a show (matted, framed, and wired). The 
work will be juried on art quality as well as the 
quality of presentation, each of which repre-
sents the artist’s aesthetic integrity.

Drop off art at Penrose Library in the 
Carnegie Reading Room on Wednesday, April 
30, from 10 a.m. to noon. Pick up items at Pen-
rose Library from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
Artwork is approved based on the quality of 
each individual artist’s talent. Applicants will 
receive a letter within two weeks if the com-
mittee has approved their work for exhibit. 
Contact charnish@ppld.org or 531-6333, x2332 
for more information.

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter, 
sculptor and writer working in the mediums of 
canvas, concrete/mixed media and paper. Her 

work supports natural habitat for rural and 
urban wild (and human) life.

Margalis Fjelstad, Ph.D., LMFT 

ARE YOU AN EMOTIONAL CARETAKER? 
           Is it hard to stand up for your own needs? 
          Do you take the blame to keep the peace? 
          Do you find yourself taken advantage of? 
          Waiting for a miracle to take the pressure off? 

Emotional Caretakers are prone to: 
          Chronic depression and anxiety 
          Stress-related illnesses 
          Deterioration of friendships, self-esteem 

Take steps to make your own  
SELF-CARE A PRIORITY 

          Call me for individual or group therapy. 

Margalis Fjelstad, Ph.D., LMFT 
EMDR Practitioner

 325 Second Street, Suite K 
Downtown Historic Monument 

719-310-2482 

Visa & Mastercard

I lani t  Bennaim 
R e a l  E s t a t e   

B r o k e r  A s s o c i a t e  
Keller Williams Clients Choice Realty 

An Independent Member Broker

Ilanit@kw.com 
BuyAndSellWithIlanit.com 

(719) 325-6979 Direct 
(877) 535-0355 Toll Free 

(866) 213-7738 Fax

� 2.77 Acres
� 4,093 Square foot  
� 3 Baths 
� Bedrooms / Office
� Craft Room
� Fire Place
� D38 Schools
� High Ceilings 
� Private Lot 

Enjoy privacy on this almost 3 acre treed/
wooded lot. Decks from the large master 
bedroom and main level, give you plenty of 
ways to enjoy nature from above. The walk 
out unfinished basement can easily feature 
2-3 more bedrooms, another bathroom or wet-
bar, with plenty of space left to design a great 
room, game room or theater room�you decide! 
Large open free flowing kitchen is great for 
entertaining. This home is ready to move in 
with 3 bedrooms, plus an office, living 
room, family room, dining room, eating area 
and kitchen all in bright clean living condition! 
Don�t miss your chance to  affordably 
move into the Timber sub-division.

Home for Sale in �The Timber�  

17925 Minglewood Trail
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$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 4/30/08

Connie Jordan
Certified Brain Integration & 
Body Alignment Practitioner

cgjordan@brainandbodyworks.com

www.brainandbodyworks.com

17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, CO  80132

719-488-0378 home
719-243-0499 cell   719-488-1922 fax

Brain & Body 
Works 1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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Now in 
our new 
office!

FOR BEAUTIFUL
WINDOWS�
THE CHOICE IS
CRYSTAL CLEAR!

SCHEDULE NOW
FOR SPRING
CLEANING!

360-9559

Kenmore Appliances For Sale 
Wall Oven $450. Dishwasher $150. 

Bisque color, never used, will deliver. 
Builder doesn�t need. Call 481-6170.
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Above (L to R): Library events - Dr. Seuss Birthday Celebration, ventriloquist Mark Hellerstein with Pansy, and astronaut Bob Stewart speaks of his experiences. 
Photos by Harriet Halbig

By Harriet Halbig
March offered a great deal of excitement and activity at the 
Monument and Palmer Lake libraries.

March 5 saw the celebration of Dr. Seuss’s birthday, 
with several costumed readers during two birthday cel-
ebrations. It’s always a festive occasion.

During the afternoon of March 8, the Stellar Celebra-
tion hosted hundreds of patrons of all ages to hear about 
space travel, participate in scientific experiments with 
magnetism and other subjects, and make space-related 
crafts.

Former astronaut Robert Stewart gave two presen-
tations to a full-house audience. He has flown missions 
aboard space shuttles Challenger and Atlantis. Many in the 
audience asked questions about training and school prepa-
ration for a career in space. Brig. Gen. Stewart stressed to 
the youngsters in the audience that their generation will 
probably be the first to walk on Mars and that astronauts 
in today’s space program are no longer narrow special-
ists in one aspect of a mission, but have a broad range of 
knowledge and skills. Many of the audience lingered for 
an autograph afterward.

Representatives from District 20’s Challenger Learn-
ing Center gave a presentation about life in space, offering 
samples of space ice cream and demonstrating the effects 
of weightlessness on the human body. The learning cen-
ter offers programs to groups at its home location. Each 
program is in the form of a mission, with each participant 
serving as a mission control officer or an astronaut. 

Challenger Learning Center is one of 52 throughout 

the country, founded by the families of the Challenger 
shuttle crew to stress education about space.

At the end of the event, each family was given a beau-
tiful calendar from NASA and a postcard or a bookmark 
with a space theme for each individual. 

The library warmly thanks the Lewis-Palmer Ser-
teens for their help on the day of the event, and thanks 
the Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library for their generous 
sponsorship.

Throughout the month of March, the library has been 
adorned with quilts made by the Palmer Divide Quiltmak-
ers. On March 16, the group celebrated National Quilting 
Day by offering refreshments, showing some of their 
work, and answering questions about their art. Although it 
was a cold and snowy day, several hundred people came to 
view the quilts and hear about quilt-making.

During the final week of March, several Spring Break 
@ the Library programs were offered, including a puppet 
show, storytelling workshop, Stone Soup program, and a 
program on musical instruments from various countries.

April is National Poetry Month, inaugurated by the 
Academy of American Poetry in 1996. The library has 
celebrated National Poetry Month since 2002 by offering 
a prize to anyone who performs a poem, whether original 
or from a book. Poetry books will be displayed throughout 
the month for patrons’ use.

In mid-April is our annual Duck Day. A large number 
of ducks and geese live in the pond behind the Monument 
Library. On April 12 at 1:30 p.m., patrons will learn about 
the ducks and be taught how to draw them. Janet Sellers of 

the Monument School of Fine Arts and OCN contributor 
will be the instructor. 

The library is also seeking a name for the ceramic 
duck that holds donations for duck food. Suggestions can 
be submitted at the circulation desk.

On the 17th will be the April meeting of the Read It 
B4 You See It book club. This month’s title is Nim’s Island. 
Registration is required, and those attending will enter a 
drawing for a free ticket to see the film.

Literati and Beyond Writer’s Circle is a newly formed 
group of active and aspiring writers who meet at the Mon-
ument Library on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 
7 p.m. Members meet to learn from one another and share 
their experiences.

On April 19, the Palmer Lake branch will host Tamara 
Brady, who will offer a program on American Sign Lan-
guage. Using The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle, 
Brody will use puppets and songs while teaching some 
basic signs. The program begins at 10:30 a.m. and does 
not require registration.

On display in Monument during the month of April 
are Anita’s Clay Things, a collection of stoneware pieces, 
and the Bob Haynes Art, a collection of oil paintings.

Beginning in May, a group of knitters will meet at the 
Monument Branch on the second Thursday of each month 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

**********
For further information, please contact the Monument Li-
brary at 488-2370 or the Palmer Lake Library at 481-2587.

March and April events at the library

By David Futey
With a self-proclaimed availability for 
“Weddings, Wakes, and other undertak-
ings,” the Irish band Ceol Ceili (pro-
nounced “keol kaylee”) seemed to perform 
for those types of events and then some 
during their March 15 Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts (TLCA) performance. From 

lively, traditional Irish dance music to 
haunting English ballads to perhaps the 
most unusual happy birthday song you 
would ever hear; this Pikes Peak region-
based quartet entertained the TLCA audi-
ence with a wide range of musical selec-
tions and humorous interludes. 

Ceol Ceili is Steve Hart, guitar and 

vocals; Ron Sommers, fiddle, mandolin, 
and banjo; Heidi McClure, hammered dul-
cimer, bodhran, and mandolin; and Kari 
Wilson, bodhran, dumbeck, flute, penny 
whistle, and vocals. For those unfamiliar 
with such instruments, the bodhran, used 
in traditional Irish music, is a hand-held, 
wooden-framed, goat-skin-headed drum 
played with a tipper, a short-headed stick. 
The dumbeck is a goblet-shaped hand 
drum traditionally played in Middle East-
ern countries. Also of note regarding their 
instruments, Sommers made his fiddle 
over a two-year time frame at an instru-
ment workshop in downtown Colorado 
Springs, with this being the fiddle’s third 
week in front of the floodlights. 

The band members clearly enjoy the 
versatility and flexibility provided by the 
range of instruments at their disposal. 
This was demonstrated in a two-for-one 
when, during one song, while Sommers 
played the banjo, McClure simultane-
ously used two drumsticks to play a beat 
on the banjo’s head. So even in the midst 
of playing for nearly 20 hours over the 
St. Patrick’s Day weekend at a variety of 
Colorado Springs locations, they brought 
a vibrant and fresh-sounding performance 
to each song. Always looking for audience 

reaction and interaction, from clapping to 
dancing, the band’s array of songs — hap-
py drinking and war songs along with sad 
songs of love, following in Irish tradition 
— had a little for everyone. 

Formed some six years ago by Hart 
and Sommers as a pick-up band and per-
forming at open mic nights, the band went 
through a few transitions in members until 
adding McClure and Wilson to enrich the 
musical expertise and extend the range of 
vocal leads and harmonies. Ceol Ceili not 
only takes its musical roots from Celtic 
history but also its name. Ceol means 
“music” and Ceili implies a social gather-
ing, usually a dance. And, to back up their 
marketing claim, they have performed at 
four wakes.

Additional information regarding 
Ceol Ceili, their CD releases and upcom-
ing performances, can be found on their 
Web site, www.ceolceili.com. 

**********
Information regarding the TLCA and 
its schedule of upcoming events is at 
www.trilakesarts.org.

Photo by David Futey.

Ceol Ceili rouses an audience with lively Irish music
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Snapshots of Our Community 
D-38 Chess Tournment, March 8 

RMMA Concert, March 8

Games and Burros at the 
WMMI, March 28

Taos Film Festival at the TLCA, March 8

Left: Eric Morgan makes his move to triumph over Riley Burkhart. This was their first tournament ever. Right: Elainna Tenace demonstrates her final move to 
Assistant Director Matt Lasley to be declared the winner. Photos by Ray McCoy, Life Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.

Clarinetist Mark Nuccio opening with pianist Michael Baron to a sold-out audience. 
Photo by Ray McCoy, Life Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.

Sean Swarner, a two 
time cancer survivor 
gives his presentation 
at the Tri-Lakes Center 
for the Arts on being the 
only cancer survivor to 
reach Mt. Everest and 
then to go on to be the 
only cancer survivor 
to scale the Seven 
Summits, which are 
the highest peaks on 
the seven continents. 
He buried a flag on 
the last summit with  
the names of 300 
cancer patients who 
encouraged him to 
accomplish this feat. 
Photo by Ray McCoy, 
Life Long Photography, 
www.lifelongphotograp
hy.com.

By David Futey
Jacks. Marbles. Ball & Cup. Hand Puppets. If these 
games re-kindle memories of your childhood, you are 
not alone. Many of patrons who attended the Western 
Museum of Mining and Industry’s (WMMI) Spring 
Break with the Burros and Pioneer Games day on 
March 28 were able to bring back those memories 
while teens and younger were introduced to those 
games and others for the first time. Pioneer games is 
a bit misleading title as many of the games that were 
available to play actually date back to the colonists or 
further in some cases. For example, Jacks, which is 
played by bouncing a small ball, picking up a specific 
number of objects and then catching the ball before 
it bounces again, dates back to ancient Greece. The 
game of “Jackstones” dates to the Pilgrims when it 
was played with a small ball and 6 stones. Besides the 
many games to play and enjoy, the Museum offered 
a visit with its in-house burros, Oro and Nugget. The 
burros are from the Sonoran Desert, located in 120,000 
acre expanse that encompasses parts of Arizona, Cali-
fornia, and Mexico. Oro and Nugget have been with 
the Museum for 6 years. Children were able to feed the 
burros carrots as part of their mid-day snack. 

Above: A little light to create a shadow 
and a nimble hand can spark the 
imagination to create a hand puppet.

Right: (L to R) Carter and Griffin 
Ayotte discuss strategy during a game 
of marbles.

Photos by David Futey
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

Rocky Mountain Music Alliance
Concert, April 5

Soprano Jeanie Darnell and pianist Michael Baron will 
perform April 5, 7 p.m., at Forestgate Presbyterian 
Church. The program will consist of songs and opera arias 
presented in their original form followed by Michael Bar-
on presenting the same pieces in highly ornamented and 
virtuoso versions for solo piano as arranged by Franz Liszt 
and other great masters of the piano. Commentary will 
be given on the pieces. In addition, the public is invited 
to a free Master Class that morning, 10 a.m. to noon, at 
the church. Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for students 
and seniors. The church is located at 970 Northgate Road, 
one mile east of I-25 Exit 156. For more information or 
to purchase tickets, visit www.rmmaonline.org, e-mail 
TheRMMA@aol.com, or phone Pam at 484-0192.

March of Dimes yard sale, April 12
A yard sale will be held April 12, 7 a.m. to noon, in the 
KinderCare parking lot at 1150 W. Baptist Rd., Colorado 
Springs. If you have any donations for this worthy cause, 
please drop them off at the KinderCare building by 6 p.m. 
on April 11. Please bring large items the night before. All 
money raised will go to the March of Dimes campaign. 
Items donated are tax-deductible and receipts can be pro-
vided. For more information, contact Jazmin or Summer 
at 481-3306.

Teacher Seminar: Mining & Minerals, the 
Foundation of Society, April 12

Teachers and other interested adults can join the Western 
Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) for a fascinating 
day exploring Colorado’s mining heritage April 12, 8:30 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Participants will learn about historic min-
ing and milling (including a one-of-a-kind virtual tour of 
the ghost town of Gillman and the associated Eagle Mine), 
explore modern mining methods, environmental consid-
erations, and educational resources. The course teacher is 
geologist Steven Veatch, whose research has focused on 
paleontology, Colorado geology, and Quaternary geology. 
The course fee of $50 ($40 for WMMI members) includes 
all materials and a box lunch. For an additional fee of $30, 
participants may earn 0.5 graduate-level semester credit 
from the Colorado School of Mines. This credit is optional 
but is applicable for teacher license renewal in Colorado 
and is generally accepted elsewhere. Phone the museum, 
488-0880, for reservations and additional information.

Pine Forest Antiques Show 
and Sale, April 19-20

The 32nd Annual Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale will 
be held April 19 and 20, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Lewis-Palmer 
High School in Monument (I-25, exit 158 or 161). Admis-
sion price is $ 5. Antiques appraisers in several specialties 
will provide verbal appraisals on Sunday from noon to 3 
p.m. for the cost of $5 per item with a three-item limit per 
person.

New this year is a crystal grinder who will be avail-
able both days. New and returning vendors offer some-
thing for everyone, including furniture, jewelry, glassware 
and pottery, and antique claw-foot tubs. The Country Café 
will serve breakfast and lunch items, including the ever-
popular homemade steak soup. The bake sale will offer 
delicious desserts, and a variety of beautiful geraniums 
will also be available for sale.

The Pine Forest Antique Show and Sale is one of 
two major annual fund-raising events for the Tri-Lakes 
Women’s Club, a nonprofit organization that has nearly 
200 members.

To date, more than $500,000 in grants from proceeds 
of these events has benefited public schools, police and fire 
departments, and other local nonprofit groups that provide 
services to residents in School District 38. For more infor-
mation, visit www.tlwc.net.

Free xeriscape class, April 24
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District is sponsoring 
this presentation by landscape architect Don Classan on 
April 24, 6:30-8:30 p.m., at 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Learn the 
basics of xeriscape—how to choose, plant, and maintain 
low water-using plants in your landscape. Reservations are 
required. For reservations or information, call 488-2525, 
ext. 10, or visit www.woodmoorwater.com. 

Slash and Mulch Community 
Meeting, April 26

The El Paso County Slash and Mulch Program is kicking 
off its 2008 season with a community meeting April 26 
at 9 a.m. at the Black Forest Community Center, 12530 
Black Forest Rd. All county residents are invited to come 
and learn from the experts about forestry management 
practices including wildfire mitigation, defensible space, 
chain saw safety, noxious weeds, tree felling, insects such 
as mountain pine beetle, forest diseases, and much more.

The El Paso County Black Forest Slash (tree debris) 
and Mulch season begins May 3. Hours of operation for 
2008 will be Saturdays, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sundays, noon 
to 4 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
Free mulch will be available beginning May 31. The slash 
and mulch site is located at the southeast corner of Shoup 
and Herring Roads in the Black Forest area. The program 
is a wildfire mitigation and recycling effort sponsored by 
El Paso County in cooperation with the Colorado State 
Forest Service, the State Board of Land Commissioners, 
and many volunteers. The purpose of the program is to 
teach best forest management practices and to encourage 
residents to clear adequate defensible space surrounding 
their structures by thinning trees and shrubs to reduce the 
spread of fire. The return of organic material (mulch) to the 
forest floor holds moisture, delays the spread of weeds, and 
provides nutrients to the forest. For more information call 
the El Paso County Environmental Services Department at 
520-7878 or visit www.elpasoco.com.

Spirits of Spring Wine and Beer Tasting 
and Silent Auction, May 9

Gleneagle Sertoma presents its annual fundraiser, Spirits 
of Spring, May 9, 6 to 8:30 p.m., at The Place, 13990 Gle-
neagle Dr. The tasting event features an exciting selection 
of spring wines, microbrews, and international beers. An 
abundant assortment of delectable delights will be served 
to go with the libations, which will be offered through the 
courtesy of Powers Liquor Mart. The cost is $35 per per-
son, $60 per couple. Proceeds will go to Tri-Lakes Cares 
and other local benevolent associations. For more informa-
tion or to donate items for the silent auction, call Sherry 
Edwards, 488-1044. 

Benefit concert, May 10
The Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance and School District 38 are 
hosting a family-friendly concert May 10, 2 p.m., at the 
Lewis-Palmer High School auditorium. This is a benefit 
concert for the Tri-Lakes Senior Programs sponsored by 
Ent Federal Credit Union. The concert features Ron and 
Opal (of the Ron and Opal Show from Branson, Mo.). 
They were Duo of the Year 2007 by the Country Gospel 
Music Association. Opal is a great singer and is accom-
panied by husband Ron, who sings and plays steel guitar 
and several other instruments. Their harmonies and humor 
make for a truly enjoyable show. Leading them on stage 
will be Colorado Springs’ own Daytime Singers, part of 
the America the Beautiful Chorus. For ticket information, 
call Red Stephens, 487-8070, or Richard Allen, 488-0237.

Free tutoring in reading at 
the Monument Library

Children’s Literacy Center creates opportunities for chil-
dren to improve their reading skills through access to 
free one-on-one tutoring. If your child is reading below 
grade level, call 471-8672 to find out how to get your child 
enrolled in the Peak Reader program. Tutoring meets 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 to 7 p.m., at Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Contact Sue Kana, 337-
3430.

Volunteer! English tutoring 
classes in Monument in April

Share your love of reading – become a tutor at your library. 
Tutor an adult once a week for two hours. Help someone 
improve his/her reading, writing, comprehension and/or 
English language skills. Tuesdays, April 1, 8, 15, 22, and 
29; 1 to 4:30 p.m., at Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 N. Jefferson in 
Monument, and Thursdays, May 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29; 5:
30 to 9 p.m., at Penrose Library in Colorado Springs. Call 
531-6333, x2223 for more information.

Library District’s new Kids Web
Pikes Peak Library District now has an exciting new Web 
site for children on its home page, ppld.org, The site was 
designed to make online explorations safe, interactive, and 
fun for children. To access the new site, go to ppld.org 
and click on Kids Web. Kids Web features a wealth of re-
sources for school reports and homework, as well as links 
to local historical information and biographies of people of 

Special Events and Notices

Support 
Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes
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TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured
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Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES
• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Apr. 7, 

6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st 
and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 
Meeting, Tue., Apr. 8, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 481-4053.

• D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee 
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Apr. 8, 7 p.m. in the District 
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, Tue., 
Apr. 8, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd Tue. each 
month. Info: 481-2732. 

• D-38 Special Education Advisory Committee, Wed., 
Apr. 9, 6:30-8 p.m., District Learning Center, 146 
Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 2nd Wed. each month to 
address topics of interest to parents and staff. Info: Ilanit 
Bennaim, 325-6979.

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Apr. 9, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 884-8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, 
Wed., Apr. 9, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Apr. 10, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Combined Workshop/
Meeting, Thu., Apr. 10, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 
28 Valley Crescent. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 
481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue., 
Apr. 15, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off Union 
Blvd and Printers Parkway). Normally meets 1st and 3rd 
Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting, Wed., 
Apr. 16, 8:30 a.m., March meeting at Cherokee District 
office, 6250 Palmer Park Blvd., Colorado Springs. 
Normally meets 3rd Wed. each month. Location varies. 
Info: 884 -8017. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Apr. 16, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Apr. 16, Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or 
visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, Thu., 
Apr. 17, 7 p.m., Learning Center of the Lewis-Palmer 
Administration Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. 
Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-4700.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu., 
Apr. 17, 6:30 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Tue., Apr. 21, 
6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally 
meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue., 

Apr. 22, 5 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St. 
Meets 4th Tue. each month. Info: 488-6868. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Fri., Apr. 23, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado 
Springs. Normally meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 488-
3603. 

• D-38 Special Education Advisory Committee, 
Wed., Apr. 23, 6:30-8 p.m., District Learning Center, 
146 Jefferson St., Monument. This meeting includes 
committee work. Anyone interested in the accountability 
of special education matters in D-38 and the state is 
welcome to attend. Normally meets 4th Wed. each month. 
Info: Ilanit Bennaim, 325-6979.

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Apr. 23, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 
18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the bowling 
alley. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312. 

• Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., Apr. 
24, 6 p.m., Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of 
Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-2110. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Mon., Apr. 28, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 
Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Monday each month. Info: 488-
2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-

6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu., 
10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and 
Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly 
suitable for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Free Tutoring in Reading, Tue. 
& Thu., 6-7 p.m. Children’s Literacy Center offers 
free one-on-one tutoring to help children improve their 
reading skills. If your child is reading below grade level, 
call 471-8672 to find out how to enroll your child in the 
Peak Reader program. Meets Tue. and Thu., 6-7 p.m., 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Super Tuesdays, every Tue., 10:30 
and 11:15 a.m. Stories and crafts for preschoolers ages 
3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Special reading program events for toddlers 
and children. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, every Thu., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required. 
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids up 
to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

interest in the Colorado Springs area. 
Kids Web also has links to Tumblebooks, free online 

read-along books; a children’s blog; You Tube videos of 
storytellers; library program and event information; and 
book reading lists. On the site’s Fun & Games link, chil-
dren can access a variety of free online games and learn-
ing activities, coloring book pages, and Summer Reading 
Program information. Parents and teachers will find the 
new site helpful as well—a “grown-ups” link provides 
information about local school districts, home-schooling, 
and more. 

The Library Channel
Tune into The Library Channel (Comcast 17) for live 
simulcasts of programs, videotaped presentations, or a 
schedule of library events. The Library Channel broad-
casts 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include 
story times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso 

County commissioners meetings, and much more. A com-
munity bulletin board of library events is shown between 
and after programs. Find the schedule online by going to 
ppld.org, and then click on the link “Happenings @ Your 
Library.” From there, click on the “Comcast 17” link to 
search the schedule.

Wildlife Masters in El Paso County
Do you wonder how to keep the deer from munching your 
freshly planted garden, how to get the skunk out from un-
der your deck without getting sprayed, or how to get the 
squirrels out of the attic? Colorado State University Coop-
erative Extension in El Paso County has a staff of trained 
Wildlife Masters to help you. Call the Master Gardener 
Help Desk, 636-8921, and you will be called promptly 
with an answer. A fact sheet will be sent to you by e-mail 
or regular mail. For information, call 636-8921 or e-mail 
csumg2@elpasoco.com.

303-931-4047 / 719-481-8551 

Amato�s Home & Deck Repair 
488-8506 

� Most types of interior & exterior  
home repairs 

� Drywall repairs 
� Light remodeling 
� Ceramic tile repair 
� Deck repair & 

re-staining 
� Screen repair 

Jim and Maggie Amato 
Insured � References available

FREE Transportation for Seniors

Volunteer drivers are needed! Info: 481-2527 
Mileage reimbursement is available 

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding  
areas by Mountain Community  
Transportation for Seniors 
(MCTS). For rides, seniors (60+)

488-0076 
Donations Welcomed

Van Schedule 
� Transportation is available Mon.-Thu. to Colorado 

Springs for medical app�ts only. Locally for any need.
� First Tuesday each month Chapel Hills/King Soopers
� Third Tuesday each month Village Inn/Wal-Mart
� Pickup of passengers begins at 9:30 am

Help Wanted
Housecleaning

Responsible Adult
15-20 hr./wk., $12 per hour

719-495-6772
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• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every 
Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Duck Days, Sat., Apr. 12, 1:30 
p.m. Everything’s ducky at the Monument Lake! Come 
to the branch for a fun-filled day of crafts, activities, and 
duck feeding. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Read It B4 You See It, Thu., Apr. 
17, 4-5 p.m. Read and talk about Nim’s Island by Wendy 
Orr; activities, popcorn, and a chance to win a free 
movie ticket! For grades 2-5. Registration is required; 
register on line or call 260-6882. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: A Show of Hands, Sat., Apr. 19, 
10:30 a.m. Join Tamara Brody to learn some American 
Sign Language, and have fun with puppets, songs, 
and the story of The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric 
Carle. Everyone in the family can get involved with this 
dynamic presentation and learn some basic ASL signs. 
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587. 

Adult Programs
• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) has live simulcasts 

of programs, videotaped presentations, and a schedule 
of Library events. The Library Channel broadcasts 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include story 
times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso 
County Commissioners meetings, and much more. A 
community bulletin board of library events is shown 
between programs. Find the schedule online at ppld.org, 
then click on the link “Happenings @ Your Library.” 
From there, click on the “Comcast 17” link to search the 
schedule.

• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 
Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes for 
beginner computer users. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 
10 a.m.-noon. Join this group of friends dedicated 
to empowering individual growth through life-long 
learning and positive relationships. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Apr. 18, 10-11:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome 
to this spirited group. This month’s book is Atonement 
by Ian McEwan. Meets 3rd Fri. each month. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370. 

• Monument Branch Library: The Literati and 
Beyond Writers Circle, Wed., Apr. 23, 7 p.m., Join this 
new group for writers led by Nancy Jurka, a published 
poet and writing teacher, travel writer Mary K. Jones, 
and writer Chuck Robinove. Open to writers of all 
ages and experience levels. Doris Baker from Filter 
Press will speak on “Different Publishing Models from 
Traditional to the Internet.” Meets 4th Wed. each month. 
Info: Nancy, 481-4352. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Thu., Apr. 24 & Fri., Apr. 25, 1-5 p.m. Bone 
up on your driving skills and lower your insurance 
rates. Must attend both days. Cost: $10. Registration 
is required. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Registration & Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., May 2, 9 a.m. New 
members welcome, no registration needed. Meets 1st Fri. 
each month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library Art Display: Anita’s Clay 
Things– view beautiful pieces of stoneware in a variety 
of colors and effects. Local artist Bob Haynes displays a 
striking collection of oil paintings of Colorado Springs. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, 

every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 

105, Palmer Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.
• Al-anon Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, every 

Sat., 9 a.m., College Room 2nd floor, NE corner; 1750 
Deer Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour 
answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

• Weekend Bike Rides, Sat., 10 a.m. for road rides; 
Sundays, 1 p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced Rock 
Bike Shop, 279 J Beacon Lite at 3rd St. Info: 488-9007. 

• Senior Lunches at Monument Town Hall, normally 
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month 
and holidays, 166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:
30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free bingo the 2nd Thu. 
each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; 
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11:30-2 
p.m., D-38 Administration Bldg Learning Center, 146 
Jefferson St., Monument. Area seniors are invited for 
lunch & activities hosted by Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance. 
$3 donation requested. Info: 488-4700.

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon., 
5:30-6:30 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly Johnson 
Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. Info: 
Amy Tyndale, 201-5360, or visit http://airforceacademy.
freetoasthost.us/ 

• Al-anon Meeting: Monument Monday Night 
Literature Study, every Mon., 7:30-8:30 p.m., 
Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 207, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, 
Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-
anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service at 
632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-
425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group, 
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second St. 
Monument. New businesses are invited to join the group 
and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-0551. 

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:30 a.m., The Place, 
13990 Gleneagle Dr. Interesting speakers and programs; 
all are welcome. Info: Mary Jones, 488-0653.

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, 
Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-
anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service 
at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 
1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• New Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of 
Christ Church, 675 Baptist Rd. southwest corner room, 
door will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. Info: 
visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call Kirby, 
481-3738.

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, Tuesdays & Fridays, 
SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.; SilverSneakers 
Muscular Strength & Range of Movement, 9:45 a.m. 
Monument Hill Church, 18725 Monument Hill Rd. 
YMCA members free, non-members $3 per class. Info, 
481-8728. 

• One–The Campaign to End Poverty, Sun., Apr. 6, 1:
30 p.m., Panera Bread’s Community Room, 7344 North 
Academy, Colorado Springs (near Chapel Hills Mall). If 
you want to know how you can help end extreme global 
poverty, please come and meet like-minded people. 
Meets 1st Sun. each month. Info: www.one.org or e-mail 
amglasford@comcast.net.

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Apr. 7, 7 p.m. 
The group is temporarily moving the meeting to the 
HealthSouth Building at 3920 N. Union, Colorado 
Springs. A DVD on the disease and treatments will 
play 5-7 p.m. with the meeting starting at 7 p.m. Share 
concerns and success stories in a small group. Learn how 
you can become pain-free. Visitors and new participants 
always welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 1st 
Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735. 

• La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Apr. 8, 10 a.m., 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 Baptist Rd. This 
worldwide organization provides mother-to-mother 
support for mothers who choose to breastfeed. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2909.

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner 
Meeting, Tue., Apr. 8, 6:30-9 p.m., The Place, 13990 
Gleneagle Dr. Business women building relationships in 
a social setting. Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: visit 
www.trilakesnetworkingteam.com or contact Janine 
Robertson, 266-0246, or Janine@coloradorobertsons.c

om. 
• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 

Wed., Apr. 9, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran Church, 
Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd Wed. each 
month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck 
Eaton at 495-2443. 

• D-38 Superintendent’s Coffee, Conversation, and Ice 
Cream: Open public discussion with Superintendent 
Dr. Ray Blanch, Wed., Apr. 9, 4:30-6:30 p.m., The Rock 
House, 24 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Everyone is invited 
to share comments and questions about education. Info: 
488-4700.

• Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce/Business Incubator 
Workshop, Wed., Apr. 9, 5:30-6 p.m. social event and 
mixer, 6-7:30 p.m. panel discussion. Representatives 
from local newspapers will provide insight on what 
makes good ads, public service announcements, press 
releases, and more. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Tri-
Lakes Business Incubator Conference Room, 14960 
Woodcarver Rd, Colorado Springs. Info: 481-4877 x 
100.

• Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Apr. 10, 
166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime senior 
lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. 
Free! Win prizes! Meets the 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Apr. 10, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon, 
Fri., Apr. 11, 11 a.m., The Place, 13990 Gleneagle 
Dr. TLWC’s own talented landscape architect, Vicki 
Mynhier, shows how to create lovely container gardens 
to enjoy throughout spring and summer. TLWC 
membership is open to all women living in School 
District 38. The club sponsors the Wine and Roses event 
in October and the annual Pine Forest Antiques Show 
and Sale in April. Proceeds from these events benefit 
local nonprofit groups. RSVP: Billy Healy, 278-8393, or 
e-mail famhealy@comcast.net.

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Apr. 15, 7 
p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow Rd., 
Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Lindsay, 
487-9362. 

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Tue., Apr. 15, 6-8 
p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake. 
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more. 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Childcare available. RSVP 
to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221. Dixie Cannon at 
559-2977.

• Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition 
Meeting, Thu., Apr. 17, potluck supper 6 p.m., meeting 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Beidleman Environmental Center, 740 
W. Caramillo St., Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: John Stansfield, (303) 660-5849 or e-mail 
jorcstan@juno.com. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting, Thu., Apr. 
17, 6:30 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley 
Crescent. Prof. Debra Faulkner presents “Polly Pry: 
Tell the Truth & Shame the Devil.” Meets 3rd Thu. 
Info: 559-0837 or e-mail plhist@aol.com. 

• Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Apr. 18, 11:
30 a.m., Paravicini’s Italian Bistro, Palmer Lake. The 
program is “What I Love to Do–Decorate” by Ivy Hill 
of Cornerstone Interiors. Cost: $15. Guests are welcome, 
so come and find out more about the club and all the fun 
events that take place during the year. RSVP by Apr. 14 
to Carol, 484-0788. 

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Apr. 19, 9 
a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D Jackson Creek 
Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. Info: 
Chris, 884-0832 or e-mail cabernathy@woodmoor.com.

• Women’s Business Owners and Managers Luncheon, 
Wed., Apr. 23, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Woodmoor Pines Golf 
& Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument. 
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-3282. 

• The Literati and Beyond Writers Circle, Wed., Apr. 
23, 7 p.m., Join this new group for writers led by Nancy 
Jurka, a published poet and writing teacher, travel writer 
Mary K. Jones, and writer Chuck Robinove. Open to 
writers of all ages and experience levels. Meets 4th Wed. 
each month. Info: Nancy, 481-4352. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and kids in 
your area. Weekly activities and playgroups scheduled 
throughout the month for ages birth and up. Moms 
living in Monument and Palmer Lake contact Erin V 
at 487-8233 or erin.vineyard@gmail.com. Moms living 
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in zip 80921 and parts of Black Forest contact Debbie 
at debdidovic@gmail.com or Missy at 487-7829. Visit 
www.momsclub.org for more information. 

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., May 1, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town 
Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: Kay 
Reuteler, 488-3263.

• Women’s Connection of Tri-Lakes, Thu., May 1, 11:30 
a.m., Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 
Cost: $15. Meets the first Thu. each month. For free 
nursery and luncheon reservations, call Jean at 481-9184 
or e-mail Charlotte at charlotte_kennel@yahoo.com.

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., May 1, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu. 
each month. Info: Carolyn at 488-9791 or e-mail her at 
hockcf@aol.com. . 

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., May 6, 
6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Normally meets 
1st Tue. each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467.

• NEPCO Meeting, Sat., May 10, 10 a.m.-noon, Family 
of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 Baptist Rd. (enter 
from Leather Chaps). All are welcome to this meeting 
of local homeowners associations. Monument Mayor 
Byron Glen and Town Planner Cathy Green will discuss 
present and future plans for Monument. Info: 481-2723.

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Rocky Mountain Music Alliance Concert, Sat., 

Apr. 5, 7 p.m., Forestgate Presbyterian Church, 
970 Northgate Rd, one mile east of I-25 Exit 156. 
Soprano Jeanie Darnell and pianist Michael Baron will 
perform. Cost: $15 adults, $10 students and seniors. 
Also, the public is invited to the free Master Class 
Saturday morning, 10 a.m. to noon, at the church. 
Info and tickets, visit www.rmmaonline.org, e-mail 
TheRMMA@aol.com, or phone Pam at 484-0192.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage, Fri., Apr. 
11, 7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. Cost: $5 
nonmembers, $3 members. Info: www.blackroseacoust
ic.org or call 282-0760. 

• March of Dimes Yard Sale, Sat., Apr. 12, 7 a.m.-noon, 
KinderCare parking lot, 1150 W. Baptist Rd, Colorado 
Springs. All money raised will go to the March of 
Dimes campaign. Drop off donations at the KinderCare 
building by 6 p.m., Apr. 11. Please bring large items 
the night before. Items donated are tax deductible and 
receipts can be provided. Info: Jazmin or Summer, 481-
3306.

• Teacher Seminar on Mining & Minerals at the 
Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI), 
Sat., Apr. 12, 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Teachers and other 
interested adults will learn about historic mining and 
milling (including a one-of-a-kind virtual tour of the 
ghost town Gillman and the Eagle Mine), explore 
modern mining methods, environmental considerations, 
and educational resources with Geologist Steven 
Veatch. Cost: $50 ($40 for WMMI members) includes 
all materials and a box lunch. For $30 more, participants 

may earn 0.5 graduate-level semester credit from the 
Colorado School of Mines. Reservations and info: 488-
0880. 

• Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale, Sat., Apr. 19 
& Sun., Apr. 20, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Lewis-Palmer High 
School in Monument (I-25, exit 158 or 161). Antiques 
appraisers will provide verbal appraisals on Sunday, 
noon to 3 p.m., for $5 per item with a three-item limit 
per person. The Country Café will serve breakfast 
and lunch items, including the famous ever-popular 
homemade steak soup. The bake sale will offer delicious 
desserts and geraniums will also be available for sale. 
Admission: $5. This is one of two major annual fund-
raising events for the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club, a non-
profit organization that has nearly 200 members. Info: 
visit www.tlwc.net. 

• Free Xeriscape Class, Thu., Apr. 24, 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
1845 Woodmoor Dr. Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District is sponsoring this presentation by landscape 
architect Don Classan. Learn what and how to plant 
in your landscape to conserve water. Reservations 
required. RSVP and info: 488-2525, ext. 10, or visit 
www.woodmoorwater.com. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage, Fri., Apr. 
25, 7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. Cost: $5 
nonmembers, $3 members. Info: www.blackroseacoust
ic.org or call 282-0760.

• Black Forest Slash & Mulch Community Meeting, 
Sat., Apr. 26, 9 a.m., Black Forest Community Center, 
12530 Black Forest Rd. All county residents are invited 
to come and learn from the experts about forestry 
management practices including wildfire mitigation, 
defensible space, chain saw safety, noxious weeds, 
tree felling, insects such as mountain pine beetle, 
forest diseases, and much more. Info: El Paso County 
Environmental Services Department at 520-7878 or visit 
www.elpasoco.com.

• Creative Crafters Spring Showcase of Fine Art and 
Crafts, Sat., May 3, & Sun., May 4, Lewis-Palmer 
High School, 1300 Higby Road, Monument. Over 75 
booths to shop from. All handmade in the USA. Info: 
488-3046.

• Spirits of Spring Wine and Beer Tasting and Silent 
Auction, Fri., May 9, 6-8:30 p.m., The Place, 13990 
Gleneagle Dr. Gleneagle Sertoma’s annual fundraiser 
features exciting spring wines, microbrews, and 
international beers served with an abundant assortment 
of delectable delights. Cost: $35 per person, $60 per 
couple. Proceeds will go to Tri-Lakes Cares and other 
local benevolent associations. Info, or to donate items 
for the silent auction, call Sherry Edwards, 488-1044. 

To have your event listed at no charge in Our 
Community Calendar, please call 488-3455, 
or send the information to our_community_
calendar@hotmail.com or P.O. Box 1742, 

Monument, Colorado 80132.
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Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 13,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at 

719-488-3455 or  
johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org. 

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

Considering our large 13,500+ circulation, our rates are much 
lower than what you would pay in local commercial newspapers. 

For more information, 
contact John Heiser, 

488-3455 
ads@ourcommunitynews.org 

or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org
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BASEMENT FINISHING
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 

www.BaileyHomesMonument.com 

Alice�s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate 
Top of the World Views

Call Alice for a Showing Today! 
Alice Sweatman  

719-200-5258

Walk into this beautiful Monument home and instantly feel 
you are in your own private retreat. Set back off the end of a 
cul-de-sac, on an acre, with lots of pine trees and views, this 
home gives a sense of peace and tranquility � yet has easy 
access to Colorado Springs and Denver. 5 large bedrooms, 
3.5 baths, 3 car garage and a finished walk-out basement. 
This home is stunning and is available for quick occupancy! 
$699,000. 

A RadioShack Dealer 
Tri-Lakes Electronics 

481-2387

All full power TV stations 
will stop broadcasting in 
analog and switch to 
100% digital on that 
date. Stay connected and 
enjoy digital NOW� 

...with a

DIGITAL TO ANALOG 
CONVERTER BOX

From RadioShack 

We have the  
information you need! 

Expert Advice � Great Prices � Neighborhood Location 

491 Highway 105 ~ Next to Starbucks 

Right Here in Monument! 

Will your TV work after Feb. 17, �09?

� Small Classes 
� State Licensed          
� Faith-filled Environment 

� Certified Teachers 
� Challenging Curriculum 
� Scholarships Available 

Preschool  
through  

4th Grade
� Full Day & Half Day Preschool & Kindergarten 

      Enroll NOW for 2008-2009
Limited class size 

Call or visit to enroll

Peggy McFarland 
School Director 

Fr. Bob Jaeger 
Pastor

719-481-1855
124 First Street, Monument 

www.petertherock.org 

St. Peter Catholic School offers an accelerated academic program 
where students are prepared to become leaders in the world and  
their communities. We offer a safe, loving and Christ-centered  

environment in which students feel valued and validated. 

Pastor Rex and Debie believe 
strongly in relationships. They 
believe we can do anything relig-
iously, like get up at the same 
time every morning, or even go 
to church every Sunday. While 
going to church every Sunday is 
important, Pastor Rex says, 
�Going to church every Sunday 
won�t make you a Christian any 
more than going to McDonald�s 
makes you a hamburger.�  

Pastor Rex and Debie believe we 
serve a personal God. He wants 
to be in relationship with us. He 
wants to be our friend. At Abun-
dant Life Church we are growing 
together in relationship with  
Jesus and each other. We invite 
you to join us for upbeat music 
and singing, applicable preach-
ing to help us grow in grace and 
love, we even serve a free meal 
after the service to get better  
acquainted.

We offer nursery and High Volt 
Kids Connection during the 
morning service. All this begins 
at 10 a.m. We also offer Chris-
tian education for all ages begin-
ning at 9 a.m. During the week 
we have Adult Bible study and 
The Way Youth group Wednes-
days beginning at 6:30 p.m. If 
you can make it once in a while 
or every Sunday, Pastor Rex 
says, �We would sure like to get 
to know you.�  

We�re here for you.  

Abundant Life Church 
216 N. Jefferson St.  

Downtown Monument 
 719-481-3214
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