
By Jim Kendrick
At a special meeting May 29, the Bap-
tist Road Rural Transportation Author-
ity (BRRTA) approved an agreement with 
Valero Corp., which owns the Diamond 
Shamrock truck stop on the northwest 
corner of the state’s I-25 Baptist Road 
interchange. Valero had agreed to the 
BRRTA resolution approved in April for 
donation of right-of-way to the Colorado 
Department of Transportation (CDOT) 
that is needed for a new dual-lane south-
bound off-ramp and additional lanes on 
westbound Baptist Road. 

Valero then asked for this more formal 
agreement that specifies the Dec. 31 dead-
line for Monument to complete construc-
tion of water and wastewater lines to the 
truck stop. A condition of approval was 
that CDOT process a special use permit 
in early June that will give Valero an ease-
ment in this agreement for the company to 
come back onto the land donated to CDOT 
to remove and replace all the contaminated 
soil in the truck stop’s leach field as well as 
the failed septic system. The deeds for the 

various pieces of land will not be tendered 
to CDOT until Valero receives approved 
special use permits for the mandatory sep-
tic system cleanup. Only then will CDOT 
allow BRRTA to advertise for construction 
bids for the interchange expansion. 

The BRRTA board also approved an 
intergovernmental agreement splitting 
sales tax revenue with Pikes Peak Rural 
Transportation Authority (PPRTA) in the 
areas where the two entities’ boundaries 
now overlap. Originally, BRRTA was ex-
cluded from PPRTA. Since then, BRRTA 
has included some land within PPRTA. 
The estimated 2008 revenue to be split in 
half is $44,000. 

All five members of the BRRTA 
board were present: County Commission-
ers Wayne Williams, Dennis Hisey, and 
Amy Lathen, and Monument Mayor Byron 
Glenn and Trustee Travis Easton. Easton 
has replaced former Monument Trustee 
and BRRTA board member Dave Mertz, 
who chose not to run for re-election in 
April. 
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As can be seen by the waterfall over the spillway at the 
southeast end of the renovated dam (see inset), Monument 
Lake has been completely refilled thanks to the efforts of 
Director Rich Landreth the staff of the Monument Public 
Works Department in arranging the necessary Monument 
Creek water exchanges. 

The water level had been lowered recently to inspect the 
spillway and determine if any repairs were needed. The 
renovated shoreline on the east side of the lake is now a 
pleasant place to relax with a lawn chair and a fishing pole 
or launch a canoe or paddle-boat (no outboard gas motors 
allowed). Photos by Jim Kendrick. 
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The Monument Fourth of July Parade tra-
ditionally is made up of over 100 entries 
and draws an estimated 20,000 spectators. 
The parade, sponsored by the Monument 
Hill Sertoma Club, is known as the “Big-
gest small-town parade in Colorado.” 

The theme for the 2008 parade is “We 
the People.” For more information, visit 
www.monumenthillsertoma.org.

Ride the bus and avoid the hassle. 
Parking is available at local schools, with 
free bus shuttles running 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
On the west side of I-25, buses will run be-
tween Palmer Lake Elementary School and 
Beacon Lite Road at Vitamin Cottage. East 
of I-25, buses will be available at Lewis-
Palmer Middle School, Monument Park 
& Ride, Lewis-Palmer High School, and 
Creekside Middle School to and from Bea-
con Lite Road and Second Street. For more 
information, call Mary Martin, 481-1889. 

In addition to the parade, there will 
be a variety of other events including a 
pancake breakfast, fun run, street fair, and 
“The Best Small Town Fireworks Show in 
Ameria. See page 41 for details. 

Plan your 
4th now
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The ONLY restaurant in the Tri-Lakes area to
CELEBRATE 7 DAYS A WEEK with HAPPY HOUR

2:00pm - 5:30pm
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Try our

NEW
Chipotle Honey

Lime Ribs, served
with Calabecitas
and Pinto Beans.

THEY ARE DELICIOUS!
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Try our

NEW

The Best Location in Woodmoor! Over 
3/4-acre treed lot. 5 bd, 3 ba. Great room, 
formal dining room, large eat-in kitchen, 
finished lower-level, two fireplaces, fully 
landscaped yard with hot tub. Recently 
remodeled. Only $359,900!

The perfect Woodmoor home! 4 br with 
loft, 3.5 ba. Level corner lot with trees. 
Large deck, great room, formal dining 
room, large kitchen with separate brkfst 
room, master suite with fireplace. Finished 
walk-out lower level. Only $345,000!

3.13-acres in Palmer Lake! Exceptional 
lot with trees, meadows, and panoramic 
views of city lights and mountains! Close 
to national forest, easy build, county main-
tained road, city water, septic required. No 
covenants! Only $179,900!

Monument townhome! Over 1600 sq. ft. 
4 bd, 3 ba. New paint, flooring, and light 
fixtures. Large patio. Light and bright unit, 
quiet complex, pets allowed. 2-car as-
signed parking, vaulted ceilings. The best 
unit for the money! Only $142,900!

Elegant custom home in Woodmoor!
Over 4200 sq. ft. home on .64-acre lot 
with  trees and great views of Pikes Peak! 
4 br, 2.5 ba, large master suite, three 
main-level bedrooms, gourmet kitchen, 
1,026 sq. ft, garage. Only $449,000!

UNDER

CONTRACT
REDUCED!

REDUCED!

The Perfect Palmer Lake Home! Walk-
out rancher, over 3800 sq. ft., 5 br, 3.5 ba, 
large great room, formal dining room, 
gourmet kitchen, finished walk-out lower 
level with 2nd master suite, rec room with 
fireplace. Views! Only $399,999!

Shopping for a home loan? 
Let us help you save money! 

� Pre-Approvals�Shop as if you  
had cash in your pocket! 

� Low Rates�Save money every 
month! 

� In-House Underwriting�Faster 
approvals! 

� Personal Service�Communication 
through the whole process 

� Abundant Loan Programs�Let me 
find the one right for you! 

1840 Woodmoor Drive, Suite 110, Monument, CO 80132 

Kathy Blanton, Loan Advisor 
719-488-4368 office 
719-237-1199 cell 
800-558-1643, fax 
Kblanton@coloradomtg.com 
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Patrick Hall, Agent
581 Highway 105
Monument, CO 80132-9138
Bus: 719-481-0092
www.patrickhallagency.com
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Most fantastic view lot 
available in Elk Creek. 
Pikes Peak, Front Range, 
buttes, mesas. Almost  
6.5 acres, flat building 
site, slopes for a walk-
out with views. Only 
$168,000.

2 bedrooms, 1 updated 
bathroom, 1-car garage 
on a downtown view lot. 
Only $110,000. Lot next 
door is also available. 
Both lots are Zoned R-2, 
Lots of potential here. 

Tour other homes at www.
TellMeSomeMore.net 

Cher DeCoud, ABR, QSC, LHP
Associate Broker
Call Cher, start packing!
Cell:    494-5177
cher.decoud@ 
WeSellMore.net 

I offer military and healthcare workers bonus  
to buyers and sellers. Call for details.  

Downtown charmer 

Investors take a look

Difficulty in obtaining 
right-of-way has delayed 

interchange 
Negotiations with Valero for this 
right-of-way donation over the 
past 16 months have been con-
ducted by CDOT right-of-way 
specialists, BRRTA board mem-
bers, and the project’s consultant 
construction contract manager 
Bob Torres of Denver engineer-
ing firm Carter Burgess. 

CDOT advised 
BRRTA, Monument, and El 
Paso County that it did not 
anticipate having sufficient 
state Senate Bill 1 road con-
struction funds available to 
pay for the I-25 Baptist Road 
interchange expansion proj-
ect sooner than 2019. CDOT 
then added the interchange 
to the Colorado Statewide 
Transportation Plan and the 
CDOT Region 2 Transporta-
tion Plan. All aspects of the 
expansion of the state’s in-
terchange must be approved 
by CDOT even though the 
department is not paying for 
the bridge and ramp widen-
ing at this time. 

The BRRTA board 
opted to finance and build 
the interchange expan-
sion rather than wait until 
CDOT funds might become 
available, due to continuing 
safety problems that occur 
routinely at rush hour. In 
November 2006, BRRTA 
voters approved a tempo-
rary 20-year, 1-cent sales 
tax to pay for $21.5 million 
in privately held transpor-
tation revenue bonds. The 
voter-approved BRRTA 
ballot initiative limits the 
total expense for issuing and 
redeeming all the bonds to 

$50 million. 
The state owns the existing 

interchange, including the exist-
ing two-lane bridge and Baptist 
Road lanes within the boundaries 
of the interchange. In accordance 
with state statutes, however, 
BRRTA will own the new lanes 
of Baptist Road and the two new 
four-lane bridge spans as well as 
all their new associated traffic 
lights, signage, and landscaping. 

BRRTA will be responsible for 
all future maintenance costs of 
these items throughout their nor-
mal service life. 

Should state funds become 
available, CDOT will reimburse 
BRRTA only for what the con-
struction contract would have 
cost at the time of the 2006 
BRRTA sales tax initiative: 
$16.3 million. CDOT will not 
reimburse BRRTA for interest, 
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*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. 4.50% APY paid on balances between one penny and $50,000, and 1.01% APY 
paid on all amounts above $50,000 each cycle the minimum requirements are met. A cycle is defined as the period 
between the last business day of the month and the next to last business day of the following month. Must meet 
all of the following minimum requirements: Make 12 or more signature/credit-based AAFCU Visa® Check Card 
transactions. PIN-based transactions do not count toward the 12 minimum required transactions. Receive electronic 
statements (E-Statements). Make at least one ACH or direct deposit to/from MAAXIMUM Checking (S12) account. 
If requirements are not met per cycle, the account will earn 0.25% APY. Rates as of June 1, 2008. We may change 
the dividend rate and APY at any time after the account is opened. No minimum balance required. No monthly 
service charge. Dividends begin to accrue upon account opening. Available to personal accounts only. Fees or 
other conditions may reduce earnings. **36 monthly payments of $296.00 per $10,000.00 borrowed at 3.99% APR. 
Limited time offer; rate subject to change. Other rates and terms available. Other restrictions apply. 
***ATM refunds up to $25 per cycle (limited to $4.99 per item) if requirements are met for MAAXIMUM 
Checking account. Call 800.223.1983 for more information. Federally insured by NCUA.
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* English
* Western      
* Dressage 

* Certified 
   Horsemanship 
   Association 

* Year Round 
* Group & Private 
* Ages 7 - Adult 

* Heated Lounge
* Microwave, 
* Snacks *Refrigerator Est. 1996

* On site manager 
* 3 outdoor arenas; 
   jump course, 
   dressage & lighted 
   warmup arena 
* 1 lighted indoor        

arena 
* 4 large turnout  
   areas 
* Horse: Training,  
 Exercising &

Youngsters
Started

http://ppra.biz
ride@ppra.biz

16685 Roller Coaster Road, COS 80921 
*Family Environment*

HORSEBACK
RIDING

PROVIDES:
*Anxiety Outlet 
*Exercise 
     INCREASED:
*Concentration
*Balance
*Small Motor Skills

481-4360

Complete service 
comes to you! 

(719) 487-9119
service@turbosrv.com

Awnings, Appliances,  
Electrical, Solar, LP, Plumbing, 
Satellites, AV, Hydronic, Parts 
& Accessories, Trailer Brakes 

& Lighting, and more... 

I-25 & Baptist Road�Adjacent to King Soopers 
Open 9 am to 10 pm Monday-Saturday 

719-481-0708
� Over 1000 Varieties of Imported and Domestic Wines 
� 300 Varieties and Sizes of Micro, Import, and Domestic Beers 
� Fine Cigars   �  Wide Variety of Spirits 
� Walk-In Wine Cooler
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inflation, or any other administrative costs related to 
BRRTA’s bond issue, nor any portion of BRRTA’s future 
maintenance costs for the new bridge, new lanes, traffic 
lights, and landscaping that BRRTA constructs during 
their useful lifespan.

BRRTA must also pay CDOT up to $200,000 for con-
struction review and oversight services leading to state ap-
proval of each portion of the construction project to ensure 
that BRRTA’s work meets CDOT standards. 

Right-of-way acquisition problems 
caused changes in plans

BRRTA had originally planned on obtaining donations of 
all the needed right-of-way from the adjacent landowners 
in return for the increase in the value of their land due 
to BRRTA’s improvements to the interchange. BRRTA 
had also planned on obtaining construction bids before 
conducting the bond sale to minimize the risk of having 
insufficient funding if original cost estimates proved inac-
curate. Delays in getting the donations quickly caused a 
change in BRRTA’s plans, however. 

BRRTA chose to sell the bonds in early May 2007 so 
that it could initiate the 1-cent sales tax on July 1 rather 
than have to wait another six months, per state statutes, 
for the next available opportunity to start collections on 
Jan. 1, 2008. This created some additional risk because 
BRRTA did not know the actual cost for the winning con-
struction contract prior to the bond sale, as had originally 

been planned. It still doesn’t know the actual cost.
Due to high rates of construction cost inflation, con-

tractors’ bids are often only valid for a few weeks. CDOT 
previously said that it would not allow BRRTA to adver-
tise for bids until BRRTA had obtained and transferred 
deeds for all the necessary right-of-way to CDOT. Over a 
year later, there has still been no advertisement for a bid 
because BRRTA has not yet obtained all of the necessary 
right-of-way for the project. BRRTA is less able to pay for 
right-of-way now, and delays of six to nine months to carry 
out condemnation by eminent domain may result in bids 
that are higher than the net amount BRRTA received from 
the bond sale. 

However, CDOT has recently waived this policy to 
allow BRRTA to begin all planned construction on the 
west side of the interchange once BRRTA obtains the 
necessary right-of-way from Valero for that portion of 
the project. CDOT owns enough right-of-way adjacent to 
the state’s existing two-lane bridge over I-25 to also allow 
BRRTA to start construction of the new westbound four-
lane bridge when Valero’s right-of-way donation to CDOT 
is completed. 

This CDOT waiver to advertise for construction 
contract bids without first obtaining all necessary right-of-
way reflects how funding for the bridge may be compro-
mised by continuing inflation if there are further delays in 
awarding the contract. 

Road-building costs have been escalating dramati-
cally. Some of these costs are rising by as much as 40 
percent per year. If all the construction bids are too high 
to be paid for by the remaining proceeds from the sale of 
$21.5 million in bonds, the project will be abandoned and 
BRRTA will liquidate its privately held revenue bonds. 
The BRRTA sales tax will be terminated after all admin-
istrative costs, principal, and interest for bond redemption 
have been paid off in any case. However, bidding has be-
come much more competitive now that the number of road 
projects has dwindled, and the BRRTA board and staff are 
still confident that $21.5 million is enough to complete the 
project. 

Some right-of-way has been obtained
The Schuck Corp., owner of much of the vacant land 

1435 Cipriani Loop, Monument 
(719) 488-3358 � www.gym4tykes.com

Day Camps
Mon. & Fri. 9-12, 1-4, or 9-4. Tue. 2:30-5:30. 
Wed. 9-12. Thu. 12:30-3:30. Visit web site 
for schedule, pricing, and registration. Buy 
3, get the 4th camp FREE! 

Classes through Aug. 16th

Three 4-week sessions throughout the 
summer. Sign up for 4-weeks at a time 
without a registration fee. FREE unlimited 
open gym during the session in 
which you are enrolled. 

Preschool Fitness
This program will run four days a week. Sign 
up early to reserve your spot. 

Birthday Parties
Schedule your party early 
before time slots fill up. 

Field Trips for Families
Submit your ideas to info@gym4tykes.com
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on the south side of Baptist Road between I-25 and the 
Santa Fe Trail down to the north boundary of the Air Force 
Academy, quickly donated the right-of-way that BRRTA 
needed on the southwest corner of the interchange as well 
as the south side of Baptist Road between the interchange 
and Old Denver Highway. None of this donated land is 
protected Preble’s mouse habitat. 

CDOT already owned the land on the southeast corner 
of the interchange between I-25 and the new four-lane ex-
tension of Struthers Road to connect to the existing Jack-
son Creek Parkway intersection. Nearly all of this land 
on both sides of Jackson Creek, except for the now-aban-
doned two-lane frontage road that will become the new 
northbound off-ramp, is mouse habitat. Road construction 
in this protected CDOT land is prohibited between April 
1 and Nov. 1. 

Hopes for expeditious donation of right-of-way by 
the landowners of commercial properties adjacent to the 
interchange on the north side of Baptist Road have been 
dashed month after month since the successful ballot 
initiative, however. The owners of these four Monument 
parcels are:
• Phoenix Bell Associates, owner of all the vacant 

land, except for the Valero parcel, on the north side of 
Baptist Road between I-25 and the county’s Santa Fe 
Trail. 

• Valero Corp.
• THF Realty, which purchased the former, now vacant, 

Foxworth-Galbraith hardware store property on the 
northeast corner of the interchange

• ADK Monument Developers LLC, principal owner 
of the vacant 73-acre Timbers at Monument property 
on the northwest corner of Baptist Road and Jackson 
Creek Parkway, which surrounds the THF Realty 
hardware store parcel and extends north to Monument 
Marketplace. 

ADK right-of-way details
After over a year of pre-application discussions with the 
Monument Planning Commission, the Board of Trustees, 
and town staff beginning in 2004, ADK obtained approval 
of a preliminary Planned Development site plan on Feb. 21, 
2006, for 352,000 square feet of commercial space in four 
separate lots in early 2006 and agreed to donate right-of-
way for several new westbound lanes of Baptist Road be-
tween Jackson Creek Parkway and the existing Foxworth-
Galbraith fence. In return, the town approved an access 
for Timbers Drive, which will run north-south between 
Jackson Creek Parkway and the hardware store parcel, 
onto Baptist Road in the center of the ADK frontage. The 
hardware store parcel was not part of the approved Tim-
bers preliminary plat and preliminary PD site plan. 

This Timbers Drive access will be about 300 feet east 

of the existing fence between the THF and ADK proper-
ties. There will be a dedicated left-turn lane constructed in 
the median for turns into the Timbers development from 
eastbound Baptist Road, as well as dedicated westbound 
deceleration and acceleration lanes. 

(See www.ourcommunitynews.org/v5n1.htm#monpc,
w w w.o u rc o m m u n i t y n e w s .o r g / v5n1.h t m # b r r ta , 
and www.ourcommunitynews.org/v5n1.htm#botdec20 for 
details of the approved ADK site plan and right-of-way 
donation condition.)

However, ADK has still not yet made the mandatory 
right-of-way donation that was a condition of approval for 
its site plan over two years ago despite several announce-
ments that the donation was imminent. ADK and Phoenix 
Bell never recorded their approved site plan and subdivi-
sion improvement agreement with the county. 

The southeast portion of the ADK parcel is unusable 
due to Jackson Creek drainage, a floodplain, and the as-
sociated Preble’s mouse habitat. About half of the ADK 
frontage on Baptist Road is mouse habitat on either side of 
the Jackson Creek drainage.

A significant engineering hurdle for road construction 
during this six-month window is the need to install much 
larger stormwater drainage culverts under Baptist Road 
designed to handle a 100-year flood in the Jackson Creek 
drainage area. The existing Jackson Creek culvert under 
Baptist Road is too small to handle a significant 100-year 

801 Third Street, Palmer Lake—Perfect condition custom-built 
1995 home with outstanding southern views. Extensive hardwood 
floors, main-level master bedroom, 2 other bedrooms upstairs, 3.5 
bathrooms, unfinished walk-out lower level. Oversize lot. 6-car ga-
rage. $329,000.

32 Pineview, Palmer Lake — 3 to 4 bedroom, 2 to 3 bath cottage 
located in an idyllic setting near National Forest. Beautiful rock fire-
place and original oak hardwood floors. Spectacular views. Over .4-
acres with expanded building possibilities. New roof. New gutters 
and downspouts. $255,000.
All my Listings have Virtual Tours at www.AndyEllisHomes.com 

2007 Winner of Prudential 
President’s Circle Award—Top 5% in 
sales throughout the United States. 

Delivering Results Since 1995. 

315 McShane, West Oak Ridge — Perfect Goetzmann home, open 
floor plan, new carpet, new neutral paint, master bedroom with dou-
ble walk-in closets, 5 piece master bath, two other light, bright bed-
rooms plus bonus study/bedroom. Incredible landscaping. $279,000.

18720 Toboggan Hill, Woodmoor — Open floor plan with rock 
fireplace focal point in the family/great room. Large kitchen with 
built-ins, counter bar and hardwood floors. 4 bedrooms, 4 bath-
rooms, over 3,000 finished sq. ft. Needs some TLC. List $289,000.

541 Coyote Willow, Northgate—Master bedroom suite plus office 
and laundry on the main-level. Three more nice-sized bedrooms 
plus a loft on the upper-level. 1700 sq. ft. garden-level basement, 
bonus area wide open for a multitude of uses. Rough-in for a bath-
room. 4-car garage. $405,000.

Under contract!

Sold!

Under contract!

Reduced $20K!

Over .4-acres

Privacy!

www.circlepix.com/home/APHQQE 

www.circlepix.com/home/APABKR 

www.circlepix.com/home/AP7K4F 

www.circlepix.com/home/APH644 

www.circlepix.com/home/AP3GG9 

(Continued on page 8)

No Gimmicks! 
Just Solutions! 

Nationally Certified Counselor 
Licensed Professional Educator 

Licensed Professional 
Counselor 

Now accepting Tricare

Experience the love and excitement 
in your relationship again!!  
Parenting classes now forming 

Sandra S. Vergez 
M.A., N.C.C., L.P.C. 

Helping
Couples,
Families,

Individuals. 

Please call: 719-330-4256    Email: ssv4therapy@aol.com 

Marce’s Collection &
Pacific-Rim Interiors
Come see what’s new!

Friday & Saturday,
June 13th & 14th • 10-4

New Arrivals 
Chinese antiques just in!

Now open the second weekend of 
the month, Friday & Saturday, 10-4.

755 Highway 105, Suite 1
Behind the West End Center

719.481.8766

719-271-8742
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Driving skills tests are subject to availability.
Prices may change without notice.

Big News for the Tri-Lakes Community!
By Steve Williams, Vice President, Operations, National Driver 
Training Institute

Lewis-Palmer District is bringing driver education to District 
#38.  The National Driver Training Institute will join with the 
Lewis-Palmer School District to provide driver education 
classes in Northern El Paso County.  Classes will be 
taught at Lewis Palmer High School starting in July, 
2008.  Students may register for in-class instruction, 
in-car instruction, or 
both.  Classes are 
open to students 
between the ages 
of 14 1/2 and 17 
1/2.

Students   may 
register for   class-
room  instruction, 
driving instruc-
tion, or both mod-
ules.  As part of 
this special pro-
gram, students 
registering for 
in-car instruction 
are encouraged 
to register with a 
buddy.  These in-
car teams will re-
ceive instruction 
s imultaneously 
with one individ-
ual driving while 
the other observes.

Classroom instruction will be given in 6 sessions of 2 hours 
30 minutes for a total of 15 hours.  Students will complete 
an additional 15 hours of homework.   Fee for the in-class 
instruction is $85. This fee covers enrollment, lecture fee, 
and cost of materials to include a complrehensive driver 
education manual and a driver education program CD-Rom. 
There will be a limited number of scholarship programs each 
session.

NDTI will also offer the behind the-wheel-training for these 
students to include 6 full clock-hours of behind-the-wheel 
training and 6 hours of observation.  NDTI will provide 
a 50 hour guidance system for parent-supervised driving.  
The price schedule for in-car instruction is as follows:

$360.00 when signing up at the same time as enrollment of 
classroom
$395.00 when signing up at separately and a part from the 
classroom.
$450.00 for private lessons. (No other students in vehicle)

Active military will receive a $100.00 discount.

Classes will be held every other month in 
the Lewis-Palmer High School beginning 
in July.  Enrollment is open to District #38 
students as well as the general public in 

the month prior to the class.  Students 
may enroll now for the July session 

through the L-P Learning Points web 
site, www.lewispalmer.org under 

“community schools”.  Enrollment 
for the September, 2008 session 
will begin in August.

Interested families are invited 
to attend an information night 
Tuesday, June 17th at 7 PM for 

parents and teens.  We will meet 
at the School District Administration 
Building for a 90-minute evening 
presentation.

Interested families will enroll through 
the District #38 web site. Contact the 
school district at:

719-785-4224
or

www.LewisPalmer.org

As always, your questions and 
comments are welcome.  Just send 
an e-mail to:

HSLDACOLUMN@NationalDriverTraining.com

For more information about driver education or the National 
Driver Training Institute, please visit our website at 

www.NationalDriverTraining.com
or call one of our testing centers at the bottom of the page.

Convenient testing centers at:
14311 E. 4th St     4432 Austin Bluffs Pkwy  1040 S. Raritan St       478 Malley Dr   17727 Cottonwood Dr
Aurora, CO 80011     Colorado Springs, CO 80918 Denver, CO 80223       Northglenn, CO 80233   Parker, CO 80134
303-343-8100     719-266-4700   303-922-1000       303-255-2675    720-876-0400

Comprehensive, 30 hour Driver Education 
(Mandatory for 15 year-olds)

4 hour Driver Awareness Lectures for 15 1/2 year-olds
(Available in both Colorado Springs & Parker)

Private In-Car Instruction

2 hour

4 hour

6 hour (mandatory for 15 year-olds)

8 hour

& 12 hour programs

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Point Reduction Programs:

Adult Defensive Driving Programs

“Last Chance” Level 3 Driver Improvement

State Testing:

State Permit Testing

State License Skills Testing

State Motorcycle Testing

Official Colorado state tests are provided on a walk-in 
basis and replace tests provided by the Department of 
Revenue. Test with us; No Appointment Necessary.

•

•

•

•

•

We offer the following products and services in your area:



Upcoming Public Meetings
Please join Superintendent Ray Blanch for coffee & conversation this month.
Check the District web site for date, time and location information.

The Board of Education meeting this month is on June 19th starting at 5:30 p.m.
at the District’s administration offi ces (Big Red).  Community members will have the 
opportunity to ask questions regarding the District budget at this meeting.

Report to the Community • June 2008

Dear Lewis-Palmer Patrons:
Community members are taking time to review budget information and ask questions, and 
many have expressed a sincere commitment to our students and the strength of education 
in our community. I sincerely appreciate the public input regarding District 38 fi nances.    

The Board of Education plans to approve the 2008-2009 school year budget at its regular 
meeting June 19th. Features of the new budget that differ greatly from years past include: 
all additional funding received from the State will go toward employee compensation to 
provide an overall 3.28% pay increase; Palmer Ridge High School operations will begin; 
ending fund balances will refl ect a commitment to balancing the budget; new student fees 
will be enacted; and food choices for students will improve. 

District 38 expects the equivalent of 5,575 full-time students next year, representing a 
decrease of 70 full-time students. 

Several costs are increasing substantially. Insurance prices are up by 7%, and state law 
mandates an increase in retirement costs of 1%. Furthermore, the district will pay almost 
half a million dollars in early retirement incentives. Energy costs are skyrocketing and are 
very diffi cult to predict, and we are projecting a slight decrease in revenues from specifi c 
ownership taxes. Tuition for full-day kindergarten and preschool have been increased 
to better cover the costs of these programs, and new student fees will provide about 
$255,000 to help offset budget defi cits.

We also plan to continue to spend down reserve funding through 2010, at which time 
there will be just under $500,000 held in spendable reserves. Employee compensation 
will remain at about 86% of the budget.

Since 2005, the District was spending operating funds in excess of revenues; however, 
that practice has ended. To eliminate the defi cit, cuts of $1.4 million and increases of 
$300,000 in fees have already been implemented. 

Our current leadership team is dedicated to long-term planning and a strategic vision for 
the future. The District welcomes the public to attend planning sessions and to learn the 
facts about education funding in our community. We invite the community to examine our 
budget, ask questions, and fi nd out about the challenges we’re facing as a school district 
and a community. 

Thank you for your continued support,

Dr. Raymond H. Blanch, Superintendent of Schools

SUPERINTENDENT'Supdate
In Pursuit of Excellence

Visit Lewis-Palmer School District #38 on the web at www.lewispalmer.org to fi nd out more!

2008 LPHS Graduate Awards
The 2008 Lewis-Palmer High School 
graduating class of 434 students has been 
awarded with a wealth of prestigious and 
valuable grants, scholarships and recognition.  
More than 220 individual awards were granted 
to more than seventy-one students.

The following is an overview of the 2008 LPHS 
graduating class awards:

•  More than $8.7 million total award offers to 
graduates.

• Eight full appointments to the U.S. military 
academies – Air Force & Navy.

• 48 awards valued at $50,000 or more were 
offered to LPHS graduates.

• Numerous other community and service 
awards, including 4 Rotary Champion 
Medallions for scholar athletes with 
community service.

• A myriad of outstanding and prestigious 
schools including MIT, Loyola, Colorado 
College, Pepperdine, Rensselaer, DU, 
Colorado School of Mines, and Cornell.

It’s not just our graduates we can be proud 
of – it is all made possible through our 
outstanding teachers, staff, and support 
personnel who have helped students reach 
their potential and launch what are sure to be 
remarkable futures.

Congratulations to everyone for a job well 
done!
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flood, and the existing roadway would be washed away. 
During the planned construction period, these mouse 

and drainage problems will further complicate the severe 
traffic backups that have routinely occurred on the east 

side of the interchange during rush-hour periods 
since Jackson Creek Parkway was extended north 
of Lyons Tail Road to Higby Road. 

Another condition of Monument’s approval 
of ADK’s preliminary site plan was that it must 
provide a road easement connecting the northeast 
corner of the hardware store property to Timbers 
Drive, the main access road through the Timbers 
parcel. Without this access easement, the hardware 
store property would be landlocked due to the 
planned closure of Struthers Road between Baptist 
and Higby Roads. 

Representatives of ADK have informed Glenn 
for months that ADK will donate right-of-way for 
widening Baptist Road, but BRRTA has still not ap-
proved any paperwork at a public meeting regard-
ing a transfer of ownership to CDOT. 

THF right-of-way details
THF initially told the Monument Planning Com-
mission and Board of Trustees that it planned to 
purchase the hardware store property and the ADK 
parcel. THF asked Monument to approve an in-
crease in the maximum allowable Timbers at Mon-
ument square footage from the previously approved 
352,000 square feet to 600,000-700,000 square feet 
for the combined parcels. THF requested that the 
town waive any proportionate increases in any of 
the town’s various impact fees for the increase in al-
lowed space as an inducement to THF in return for 
a significant increase in future sales tax revenues. 

THF similarly asked BRRTA to approve a 
waiver of any increase in BRRTA road use fees for 
up to 348,000 additional square feet of THF com-
mercial space on April 13, 2007, and again at the 
next BRRTA meeting on May 4. THF asserted that 
approval of the waiver would induce THF to begin 
Timbers construction a year sooner than originally 
planned and would generate an additional $11 mil-
lion in BRRTA sales tax revenues. BRRTA’s bond 
consultant, Mike Lund of Piper-Jaffrey, said that 
there would be sufficient BRRTA sales tax revenue 
to pay off the $21.5 million even if no new business-
es were built within BRRTA for the next 20 years, 
including no Timbers at Monument construction. 
The BRRTA board unanimously rejected the THF 
road use fee waiver request. 

(See ourcommunitynews.org/v7n5.htm#brrta 
and ourcommunitynews.org/v7n6.htm#brrta for 

details.)
THF recently purchased the hardware store property 

but has not purchased any of the Timbers at Monument 
land from ADK or Phoenix Bell. There have been no 
plans presented at a public meeting to show how the Tim-
bers site plan would be modified by THF if it purchases 
the ADK parcel. 

THF has still not budged on a donation of right-of-
way for the lanes that will lead to the new westbound 
span or the new dual-lane northbound on-ramp that will 
be built to the east of the existing on-ramp after Struthers 
Road is demolished. BRRTA has taken no action to con-
demn the needed THF right-of-way, due in part to costs 
that would be involved in purchasing the land at fair 
market value and the delays that would be unavoidable if 
the case goes to district court. BRRTA needs land inside 
the existing southern hardware store fence line to widen 
Baptist Road from two to seven lanes. 

All of this needed right-of-way must be deeded to the 
state before CDOT will allow the construction to begin 
on this portion of its interchange. An additional six- to 
nine-month delay for an eminent domain condemnation 
of the THF right-of-way might result in total project costs 
being too high to proceed. 

State revenues are below expectations, and Glenn and 
Williams have stated that the planned expansion of I-25 to 
six lanes from the south gate of the Air Force Academy 
(Exit 150) to the top of Monument Hill (Exit 163) may be 
the last major highway project funded by the state for this 
region for some time. 

None of the THF right-of-way is in mouse habitat. 
However, there are several underground utilities in sepa-
rate easements in this area that will have to be relocated. 
This has complicated negotiations performed by Denver 
engineering firm Carter-Burgess, BRRTA’s contract 
manager for the interchange project. 

Utility relocations, particularly the construction of 
new Mountain View Electric Association power lines be-
tween the King Soopers and Monument Ridge shopping 
centers, have significantly delayed the construction of the 
new eastbound lanes of Baptist Road between Jackson 
Creek Parkway and Leather Chaps Drive. 

Phoenix Bell right-of-way details
In January 2008, the El Paso County Board of County 
Commissioners approved a Memorandum of Understand-
ing that would allow Phoenix Bell to construct six road 
accesses across the county’s Santa Fe Trail to Old Denver 
Highway, one for each of the six lots in the Phoenix Bell 
parcel. In return, Phoenix Bell agreed to donate right-of-
way to BRRTA for widening Baptist Road between the 

Joe Belzer

Realtor QSC
Associate Broker
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1460 Big Valley Dr. 
(Rockrimmon)

4300 s.f. 5 bdrm, 4 bath, 
3 car, Views.

SOLD IN 9 DAYS FOR 99% OF ASKING PRICE.

18285 Pixie Park 
Rd. (Red Rock 

Ranch-Monument)
4 bdrm+office,4 bath, 3 

car, Views, 4400 s.f.

PRICE REDUCED TO $659K

199 Walters Creek 
Dr. (Monument)

4 bdrm, 3 bath, 3 car, 
Goetzmann home, 

Views, 4300 s.f.

$10K SELLER CONCESSIONS - $395K

224 Mitchell Ave. 
(Monument)

3 bdrm, 1 bath, 2 car 
garage, Large Lot, near 

park, D38 schools.

ONLY $175K

�

�

�

�

18
99

88
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Valero Parcel and the Santa Fe Trailhead. Phoenix Bell 
also gave a road easement to Valero for a new access to 
the northwest side of its property to replace the current 
truck stop entrance on Baptist Road, just east of the inter-
change, which will be eliminated by curbing for the new 
westbound acceleration lane.

In return for the Valero right-of-way donation, the 
Town of Monument had previously agreed to construct 
a water and wastewater line to the truck stop property 
line from the intersection of Baptist Road and Old Denver 
Highway. Water service is to be provided by the town. 
Wastewater service is to be provided by Triview Metropol-
itan District, which has an existing sewer interceptor line 
at the Old Denver Highway intersection. The wastewater 
collection line must be completed and service made avail-
able by the end of 2008 due to the failure of the Diamond 
Shamrock septic system and a subsequent order from the 
county Health Department to Valero, requiring it to cor-
rect the problem or shut down operations. 

All the contaminated earth surrounding the failed 
septic system must be excavated and disposed of as haz-
ardous waste before the southbound off-ramps and west-
bound lanes can be constructed in this area. 

Under an entirely separate contract with the Town of 
Monument, Carter-Burgess will design and construct the 
new water and wastewater lines for the truck stop. 

The BRRTA board unanimously approved the Valero 
right-of-way donation agreement, based on the condition 
that the town, CDOT, and Valero separately agree that 
sanitary sewer service to the truck stop by Triview can 
be guaranteed by the end of December as required by the 
county Health Department. 

Truck stop access to Baptist Road still not 
approved by CDOT

The new lanes and curbing for the westbound lanes of the 
expanded interchange will eliminate the current entrance 
to the Diamond Shamrock truck stop. An alternate access 
easement and roadway will be constructed by BRRTA 
within the adjacent vacant pasture land to the west that is 
owned by Phoenix Bell. 

However, the south end of this main north-south ac-
cess road for the Phoenix Bell parcel has not yet been 
approved by the CDOT because it lies directly within 
the right-of-way for the long-abandoned original Denver 
Highway. The disintegrating concrete in this abandoned 
roadway was never removed by Phoenix-Bell. 

Now, the CDOT historian must determine whether 
this old roadway is sufficiently historic to be preserved and 
protected under federal statutes enforced by the Depart-
ment of the Interior. The historian has not yet indicated 
when he will make his final decision on the matter. If he 
decides that the roadway must be saved, new negotiations 
between Phoenix-Bell and Valero must be concluded on a 
realigned access road. 

New timetable proposed
Torres said that he hoped to publish the advertisements 
for the construction bids by mid-June, have a construction 
contract awarded sometime in July, and a have a notice 
to proceed with construction issued to the 
winning contractor sometime in August. 

Torres also asked the board to con-
sider using concrete, rather than asphalt as 
previously planned, for building the new 
Baptist Road lanes between the Jackson 
Creek Parkway intersection and the new 
bridge sections. Torres said the price of 
asphalt has risen to $100 per ton, which 
may now make a concrete roadway a more 
cost-effective option than in the past. 

The board asked Torres to determine 
how the planned bidding process might 
have to be amended to allow for alternate 
bids for lanes paved with asphalt or con-
crete. All the board members concurred 
with Torres that they would solicit only 
fixed-price bids. Torres noted that the 
length of time highway construction bids 
remain valid has been steadily declin-
ing—to as little as two weeks in some 
cases. This may require board members 
to hold a special meeting, between the 
regularly scheduled meetings, to promptly 
determine the winning bid before the sub-
mitted bids’ fixed costs expire. 
Baptist Road closure suggested

Torres also asked the board to consider 
temporarily closing Baptist Road between 
Jackson Creek Parkway and the interstate 
to help ensure that all necessary road con-

struction can be completed between Nov. 1 and April 1, 
assuming the necessary right-of-way is obtained by then 
from THF and ADK. 

Access to I-25 for motorists who typically use the 
Baptist Road interchange would be provided by a detour 
along the just completed Struthers Road connection of 
Baptist Road to the Northgate Road interchange (Exit 
156). 

Torres said there were three specific benefits to his 
proposed road closure:
• Road construction within the mouse habitat would 

be expedited, making it more likely to be completed 
within the allowed six-month window during the 
winter snowstorm season. 

• The need for expensive traffic control personnel and 
frequent paving and re-routing of only two temporary 
through lanes within this construction area would be 
eliminated.

• Money would be saved by completing the project 
more quickly with more efficient use of contractor 
personnel and equipment. 

This detour option is also listed on page 3 of the just pub-
lished PRRTA annual report. “This extension will provide 
a vital detour route … during the construction of the new 
I-25 interchange at Baptist Road.” PPRTA provided all the 
funding for this four-lane Struthers Road extension. The 
right-of-way for the now-abandoned Old Struthers front-
age road south of Baptist Road will be used for construc-
tion of the new northbound dual-lane off ramp. However, 
none of the proposed construction on the east side of the 
interchange to the Jackson Creek Parkway intersection 
will be authorized by CDOT until ADK Monument De-
velopers, LLC, and THF Realty provide deeds for their 
right-of-way to the state. 

Baptist Road motorists could also use Jackson Creek 
Parkway for access to the Highway 105 interchange (Exit 

161) during the proposed detour period. 
Williams emphasized that BRRTA would seek pub-

lic input before any decision is made on the proposal to 
temporarily close Baptist Road west of Jackson Creek 
Parkway. 

Sales tax split with PPRTA approved
Monument elected not to participate in the PPRTA tem-
porary 10-year, 1-cent sales tax that was initiated in July 
2004. Since then, BRRTA has included areas outside 
of the town boundary that were previously included in 
PPRTA. Monument has also annexed some portions of 
PPRTA since that election. However, a large portion of 
recent BRRTA inclusions still lies outside of Monument’s 
expanding boundary. 

Monument did not create its own corresponding 
1-cent tax because it would have had a similar conflict 
with BRRTA’s. Monument is not a party to this intergov-
ernmental agreement to split sales tax revenues 50-50 for 
businesses that lie in the overlapped areas. 

The sales tax limit in the area where the two authori-
ties’ borders overlap can be no more than 1 cent. Actual 
revenues from the temporary 1-cent sales taxes paid in 
the overlapping authority areas are forwarded to the state 
Department of Revenue. The department is currently for-
warding all of them to PPRTA.

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 a.m. 
**********

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on June 
13 at 2:30 p.m. in Monument’s Town Hall, 166 Second St. 
However, a special meeting may be called prior to that date 
to approve any documentation needed to expedite adver-
tising for construction bids. Regularly scheduled meetings 
are normally held on the second Friday of even numbered 
months. Information: 884-8017.

Monument Farmers� 
Market
Opens 
Saturday,  
June 7!

Local crafts and produce.  
More than 80 vendors!

Every Sat., 8 am - 2 pm 
Monument Plaza

(481 Highway 105�Behind Starbucks) 
For information, call Diana at 213-3323.

Palmer Lake Farmers� 
Market
Opens 

Sunday,  
July 6! 

Bring the family and join us for a  
fun, relaxing time in Palmer Lake. 

Featuring rides and activities for the 
kids plus local crafts and produce.  
Every Sun., 10 am - 2 pm 
Next to the Lake. Info: Call 213-3323. 

NEW!

Presents the First of our Free Summer Events Series
COOKING WITH KIDS! 

FREE Cooking Class for parents and children ages three to six
Featuring Executive Chef Bill Sherman, Proprietor of Amuzé Bistro as well as 
Front Range Epicurean Catering, both located in Palmer Lake. Chef Bill is 

hosting two interactive parent and child cooking classes at  
Hope Montessori Academy in Monument on  

Wednesday, June 18th at 5:30 pm and
Wednesday, June 25th at 5:30 pm.

 All are welcome. Open to the community! Class sizes are limited so 
reserve your space right away by calling 719-488-8723.

18075 Minglewood Trail, Monument, CO 80132 
Highway 105 and Furrow Road 
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By Jim Kendrick
At the May 5 meeting, the Monument 
Board of Trustees annexed the northern 
85 acres of the Wakonda Meadows parcel 
between Beacon Lite Road and the Santa 
Fe Trail north of Eighth Street. The board 
also approved rezoning the newly annexed 
vacant land as Planned Development (PD) 
and a preliminary sketch PD plan proposed 
by land owner and developer Zonta Part-
nership Ltd. The southern 13-acre portion 
of the parcel, just north of the Century 
Park residential development, is already 
part of the town. All seven board members 
were present.
Wakonda Meadows annexation, 

rezoning approved
The board first unanimously approved a 
resolution stating that the petition from 
Zonta Partners LLC for the annexation 
of Wakonda Meadows conforms to state 
statutes and was eligible for consideration 
by the board. There were no citizens’ com-
ments made during this eligibility hearing 
or the other three hearings that followed. 
The board also unanimously approved the 
annexation petition without comment. 

During the rezoning hearing, Trustee 

Gail Drumm said the town should take 
ownership of the area to be dedicated as 
parks at the southern end of the project for 
expansion of the cemetery. 

Owner Doug Barber said that Zonta 
would no longer be interested in the project 
if the town required construction of a cem-
etery at the main entrance to his proposed 
residential development of 85 large single-
family homes and 48 multi-family units. 

The board then unanimously approved 
the rezoning to Planned Development and 
the sketch PD plan. The board approved 
all the same conditions that the Planning 
Commission had approved. 

For details of this residential proj-
ect see www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v8n4.htm#monpc listing information 
presented by the applicant at the March 12 
Planning Commission hearing. The Plan-
ning Commission approved the annexa-
tion, zoning, and sketch plan with each of 
the conditions recommended by the staff. 

Trustees’ comments
Trustees comments are the first agenda 
item of the meeting and these remarks 
were made before the four hearings on 
Wakonda Meadows reported above.

Trustee Travis Easton reminded 
everyone that the Tri-Lakes Chamber of 
Commerce would hold its fishing derby on 
Palmer Lake on Saturday morning, June 7. 

Trustee Tommie Plank noted that this 
summer’s Art Hops in downtown Monu-
ment had resumed. They are held on the 
third Thursday of the month, 6-8 p.m.

Trustee Tim Miller reported that he 
had received a letter from state Rep. Amy 
Stevens, a Monument resident, about an 
allegation from county resident Richard 
Nasby about an “illegal” meeting that 
Mayor Byron Glenn and some staff mem-
bers held that may have violated the “sun-
shine law” regarding the possible routings 
of the southward extension of Mitchell 
Avenue. Stevens’ letter said she had re-
ferred Nasby’s accusation letter to the state 
Attorney General’s Office. The attorney 
general’s opinion was that a meeting of one 
trustee and one county commissioner with 
one county and one town staff member was 
not a violation. The law states that three or 
more trustees or commissioners must meet 
to discuss official business. 

Glenn reported that traffic has been 
redirected from the northern Baptist Road 
lanes to the now paved southern lanes be-
tween Jackson Creek Parkway and Leather 
Chaps Drive. The construction of the new 
westbound lanes between these two inter-
sections has begun. 

Glenn also said that the Baptist Road 
Rural Transportation Authority was still 
waiting for right-of-way donations that 
would save a substantial amount of tax-
payer dollars in the construction of the I-25 
Baptist Road interchange expansion. 

Drumm reported that the Rocky 
Mountain Rail Authority had awarded 
a contract to study the viability of Front 
Range passenger rail service from New 
Mexico to Wyoming and from Denver 
to Utah. The results of the study should 
be available in one year. The Pikes Peak 
Regional Building Department has laid off 
staff due to the steep decline in residential 
and commercial building and associated 
loss of fee revenue. 

Drumm said that he had gathered 

some preliminary figures on town cem-
etery operations that show income is twice 
as much as spending. He suggested that the 
town require Zonta Partnership to convert 
the land planned as park space within the 
Wakonda Meadows project to a cemetery 
expansion. Drumm also said the Public 
Works Department should require ground-
level grave markers in the future to make 
grass cutting and other maintenance more 
efficient. 

Public comments
Chuck Roberts, director of the Tri-Lakes 
Senior Alliance and board member of 
the Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy Partner-
ship, gave an update on contributions and 
spending allocations for local seniors pro-
grams. He asked the board to follow up on 
the promised donation to seniors programs 
from any leftover funds in the board’s dis-
cretionary fund from the end of 2007, as 
promised at a November board meeting. 
“We have not received that check yet and 
just wondered what happened.” Treasurer 
Pamela Smith replied that she had directed 
that a check for $1,500 be sent to Roberts 
per the board’s direction, and it should be 
available the next morning. 

Roberts also read an e-mail he had 
received from Tim Irish, the developer of 
the proposed Arbor Mountain senior living 
facility on the south side of Highway 105 
east of the Knollwood Drive intersection. 
In the e-mail, Irish complained about some 
alleged actions of town staff that were de-
laying progress on the project. Roberts said 
there was a “lack of good communication 
between the two parties” and he was acting 
as an advocate to break up “roadblocks.” 

Irish wrote that he did not know he 
had been placed on the agenda of an April 
7 board meeting for a facility update brief-
ing. The construction plans for the project 
were not finished at that time. 

Irish wrote that he has negotiated an 
agreement for a water exchange between 
the town and the Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District as suggested by Town 
Manager Cathy Green. 

Monument Board of Trustees, May 5

Wakonda Meadows development annexed

Colorado Springs Police Department Lt Skip Arms (right) and Monument Police 
Department Robert Stewart solicited financial support from the Monument Board 
of Trustees May 5 for the the Pikes Peak Region Peace Officers Memorial to be 
built in America The Beautiful Park to honor 24 officers killed in the line of duty 
since 1895. The Pikes Peak Community Foundation’s goal is $750,000 in tax-de-
ductible donations to complete the project. See www.PeaceOfficerMemorial.com 
for additional information. Photo by Jim Kendrick.

Huge Floral 
Liquidation! 

Starting at 
30% OFF
storewide!

Arrangements,  
Wall Décor, Seasonal 

Floral Décor, Silk Stems, 
Preserved Drieds, 
Containers, and  

much more.  

Shop soon for best 
selection. 

251 Front St. #4, Historic Downtown Monument 
Suzanne - 488-8196 

21⁄2-acre homesites from $159,000. New custom 
homes available. www.settlersranchcolorado.com or  

call 719-338-3116. Hodgen Rd 1⁄4-mile east of Hwy 83.

Got Views?

(Continued on page 12)
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Public Safety SeminarPublic Safety Seminar

Fire Safety Lesson, Stranger Danger Awareness, and 
Self-Defense all-in-one! This seminar is one you don�t want to 
miss! The Tri-Lakes Fire Department, Monument Police Department, 
and the U.S. Taekwondo Center are teaming up to educate our 
community and teach your family about safety. Bring your entire 
family!

� Saturday, June 21, 2-4 pm 
� At the U.S. Taekwondo Center, 16328 Jackson 

Creek Parkway in the Monument Marketplace 
� ALL AGES 
� Limited to 250 participants 
� Please wear comfortable clothing 

TICKETS: $5. 100% of the proceeds will be donated to the 
Monument Police Department. Tickets MUST be purchased in 
advance by calling the U.S. Taekwondo Center at 719-488-4321.

Sponsored by the Tri-Lakes YMCA

www.coloradoblackbelt.com
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Arbor Mountain lies within 
the Woodmoor special district on 
the east side of I-25. Woodmoor 
has no more excess water to sell 
within the Villages at Woodmoor 
development. 

The town only provides wa-
ter to residents on the west side 
of I-25. 

Woodmoor has offered to 
deliver the extra town water that 
is to be transferred to the senior 
facility. Extra water is needed to 
support the very high density for 
57 senior living units on only 2.5 
acres of land. 

Green responded that Irish 
had requested that he be placed 
on the April 7 agenda, contrary 
to Irish’s e-mail remarks to 
Roberts, then failed to show up 
or notify the staff that his item 
should be continued. She stated 
that, contrary to Irish’s assertion, 
she had not suggested the water 
exchange, though Woodmoor 
has since offered to sell water to 

Arbor Mountain if the town pro-
vides the needed additional water   
to the special district. Green said 
the board would have to decide if 
it wanted to sell excess town wa-
ter to Irish and how to exchange 
the water with Woodmoor, once 
Irish presents his facility de-
velopment application for town 
approval. 

Director of Development 
Services Tom Kassawara added 
that he had informed Irish seven 
months ago that there was no rea-
son to schedule a board agenda 
item until Irish had secured the 
additional water rights and that 
Woodmoor had no excess water 
to sell to the senior facility’s 
needs. It was up to Irish to find 
and purchase excess water rights 
to meet the requirements for the 
facility that cannot be supplied 
with the rights that go with the 
land the town conditionally do-
nated to the project.

Glenn said it was important 

that town seniors know that the 
town is not holding up the proj-
ect. He suggested that the staff 
look into other uses for the land 
if the town has to take back the 
donation should Irish be unable 
to complete the senior housing 
project. 

Lt. Skip Arms of the Colo-
rado Springs Police Department 
gave a presentation on progress 
regarding creation of the Pikes 
Peak Region Peace Officers Me-
morial in America The Beauti-
ful Park for 24 officers killed in 
the line of duty since 1895. He 
showed a seven-minute DVD on 
the purpose of the project and 
fund-raising. Monument Police 
Cpl. Rob Stewart is the town’s 
liaison to the project committee 
for various fund-raising activities 
over the past year, such as trying 
to set a world’s record this sum-
mer at the Sky Sox stadium for 
the most people ever handcuffed 
together. The board asked the 
staff to determine if the town 
could make a contribution to 
the project from the board’s dis-
cretionary fund and propose an 
amount. Arms said the project 
needs about $750,000 in tax-de-
ductible donations. 

Portions of water 
easements in Forest 

Lakes vacated
The board unanimously approved 
a contract with Forest Lakes Met-
ropolitan District to vacate those 
portions of the town’s water utili-
ty easements within Forest Lakes 
that are not needed for construc-
tion of transmission lines that 
connect the Forest Lakes water 
tank to the town’s potable water 
supply system. Monument has 
indefinitely leased about one-
third of the capacity of the tank, 
having paid for expansion of the 
tank prior to its final design and 
construction to exploit water 
rights the town owns within the 
metro district. 

The town will also own the 
transmission lines that transport 
the town’s portion of the stored 
water to Monument’s water treat-
ment plant. These lines will be 
constructed and paid for by the 
developer of the recent Willow 
Springs Ranch annexation. 

Town Manager Cathy Green 
noted that the town’s water at-
torney and water engineer had 
reviewed and approved the agree-
ment. Forest Lakes will now be 
able to develop the vacated parts 

of the town’s easements that were 
obtained in 1984. 

Construction services 
contract dispute 

On Jan. 22, the board approved 
a resolution to end the services 
contract with Lee Kilbourne of 
Centennial Services for manage-
ment of design and construction 
contracts for the new Town Hall 
and Police Department build-
ing on the southwest corner of 
Beacon Lite Road and Highway 
105. The new building is to be 
constructed on one of the three 
lots in Kilbourne’s downtown 
business development. The town 
purchased its lot next to Beacon 
Lite Road in October 2006.

Green said the staff had 
been negotiating a settlement 
agreement with Kilbourne since 
then, but the final documents 
had not been forwarded to Town 
Hall for signature at this meet-
ing as had been agreed to and 
posted in the agenda. The town 
is arranging for shared services 
with Kilbourne. There is still an 
unresolved issue about the town 
not paying $1,800 in 2006 prop-
erty taxes on the town’s lot. Smith 
objected to Kilbourne’s assertion, 
saying the town has no obligation 

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Jan Hejtmanek P.O.Box 62196, Colorado Springs, CO 80962-2196

www.voteforjan.com

★★★★★★★★
Sundaes
on
Sunday

Black Forest Community Center 
(Black Forest Road, just north of Shoup Road)

Free ice cream, toppings, 
coffee, tea, and sodas 

� � ���������������������
� � ����������������������
� � ����������������������������
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Sunday, June 8th
2 pm-4 pm

★ ★

� Small Classes 
� State Licensed          
� Faith-filled Environment 

� Certified Teachers 
� Challenging Curriculum 
� Scholarships Available 

Preschool  
through  

4th Grade
� Full Day & Half Day Preschool & Kindergarten 

      Enroll NOW for 2008-2009
Limited class size 

Call or visit to enroll

Peggy McFarland 
School Director 

Fr. Bob Jaeger 
Pastor

719-481-1855
124 First Street, Monument 

www.petertherock.org 

St. Peter Catholic School offers an accelerated academic program 
where students are prepared to become leaders in the world and  
their communities. We offer a safe, loving and Christ-centered  

environment in which students feel valued and validated. 
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to pay property taxes. “That just isn’t true. 
We don’t pay taxes on town property.” 

Kilbourne is claiming that he paid 
for a 6-inch water tap he had purchased 
for another of his properties because he 
only used a 4-inch tap. There is no signed 
documentation regarding this change. He 
is trying to negotiate a refund of roughly 
$500,000 for the difference in commercial 
tap fees. Green said the town preferred to 
offer a free 2-inch tap for his lot next to 
the new Town Hall lot. The building on the 
other lot will be about the same size is the 
new Town Hall. 

Plank expressed concern that the lan-
guage in the draft settlement could be in-
terpreted to also provide free water service 
in addition to the fee tap. Town Attorney 
Gary Shupp said he would revise the lan-
guage in the final document. 

Glenn said he disagreed with Kil-
bourne not having to pay for a portion of 
the new traffic signal at Beacon Lite Road 
and Highway 105 and any further transfer 
of water rights from Kilbourne’s lot in the 
Synthes industrial park if Kilbourne sells 
his lot adjacent to the new Town Hall. 
Plank agreed. Kassawara said that the trips 
generated by Kilbourne’s building 
would lead to only a “pretty small” 
contribution, since a signal is not 
warranted at this time. 

Green asked the board to con-
ditionally approve the draft agree-
ment provided to the trustees. There 
was a lengthy discussion on various 
aspects of the settlement agreement. 
Kilbourne will be allowed to transfer 
unused water rights from a lot he 
owns in Synthes industrial park to 
the Centennial subdivision. 

Kilbourne has asked to be ex-
empted from paying any share of 
costs for a new traffic signal at the 
intersection of Beacon Lite Road 
and Highway 105, based on traffic 
generated within his retained por-
tion of the Centennial development, 
If Kilbourne is exempted, the town 
will have to pay the entire cost-share 
for the new signal that is allocated to 
Kilbourne’s development. 

Green noted that construction 
costs are rising rapidly. The cost of 
steel for the new Town Hall building 
has increased $25,000, for example, 
since the initial draft construction 
contract was submitted. The build-
ing’s cost could increase even further, 
much more than the $1,800 cost of the 
settlement if negotiations are not con-
cluded promptly. The $1,800 settle-
ment would come from unused funds 
from the design contract. Shupp said 
it remains to be determined what 
taxes Kilbourne owed on the lot for 
the first nine months of 2006 and if 
the contested tax bill includes the last 
quarter of town ownership, which is 
non-taxable. Green said the construc-
tion contract cannot be locked in un-
til the settlement agreement is signed 
and the amended plat for the town’s 
lot is then recorded with the county. 

Shupp said he thought he had 
reached an agreement on all these 
issues with Kilbourne’s attorney, 
but no final documentation had been 
received for Shupp to present to the 
trustees. 

After further discussion, the 
board gave the staff discretion on 
what concessions to give regarding 
taxes, signal costs, and water as a 
compromise to avoid further con-
struction cost increases. The board 
approved the draft agreement with 
the conditions Shupp and Green had 

recommended by a 6-1 vote, with Miller 
opposed. The town staff will take over 
contract management for the design and 
construction projects with the architect 
and builder. 

Other matters
The board unanimously approved an an-
nual liquor license renewal for Eagle Wine 
and Spirits in the King Soopers shopping 
center at Baptist Road and Jackson Creek 
Parkway. 

The board unanimously approved two 
payments over $5,000:
• $24,3000 All Purpose Paving 

Company for paving and crack sealing 
of town streets

• $5,000 to John Cutler & Associates for 
partial payment of 2007 audit fees

Green presented a draft memorandum 
of understanding prepared by consultant 
attorney Jim Hunsaker of Grimshaw Har-
ring that lists the topics to be considered 
in negotiations for the town to take over 
all administrative and operational aspects 
of Triview Metropolitan District except 
debt payments, which would remain the 
sole responsibility of the Triview Board of 
Directors. 

Green reported that Union Pacific is 
preparing a list of required and recom-
mended changes along with cost estimates 
for creating a quiet zone at the Second St. 
railroad crossing. The required paperwork 
should be completed in time to start a 90 
day public comment period by the end of 
June. 

The adjudication of Monument’s wa-
ter in water court is progressing. Water 

attorney Bruce Lytle has had to adjust his 
estimated legal costs for completing the 
title upward from $5,000 to $9,000 due to 
inaccuracies in many of the old surveys. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Riding Lessons ~ Indoor Arena

(303) 663-9912 ~ 7749 E. Palmer Divide Rd. (1.3 mi. east of Hwy 83)  
A Not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization � www.pinecreekfoundation.org 

High Point Academy provides equine-
assisted therapy for children and 
adults with physical, cognitive and 
learning disabilities. Able-bodied 
riding lessons also available. 

We need volunteers who  
want to make a difference! 
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By Jim Kendrick
On May 19, developer Tim Irish gave the Board of Trustees 
an update on his planning status for the Arbor Mountain 
senior living facility that had been originally scheduled 
for April 7. The town donated a 2.5-acre lot on Highway 
105 east of the Knollwood Drive intersection in return for 
permanent rate reductions for six of the 57 apartments to 
subsidize low-income residents. 

Police Chief Jake Shirk reported on a shooting inci-

dent in Monument that had required mobilization of the 
department’s tactical response team and the Tri-Lakes 
Monument Fire Protection District’s tactical command 
center. Fortunately, the incident was resolved before the El 
Paso County Special Weapons and Tactics Unit (SWAT) 
arrived. 

Trustee Gail Drumm was absent.
Arbor Mountain update

Irish, representing Design Properties Inc., discussed 
progress on facility plans, water issues, and rental rates. 
Architectural, engineering, and site planning as well as 
drainage and traffic studies are essentially complete and 
will soon be ready for submission to the town staff for 
review and comment. Marketing will begin soon, but 26 
of the 57 apartments are already reserved. The rent for the 
six low-income apartments will be $510 per month, and 
the other rents will start at $910 per month. There will be 
no difference in the amenities provided for any of the 796-
square-foot units.

The project needs to find an additional 6.7 acre-feet of 
water to meet the total demand of 8.7 acre-feet. Woodmoor 
Water and Sanitation District will purchase the excess wa-
ter from the town of Monument through a water exchange 
agreement, and then resell it to Arbor Mountain. He asked 
the board to expedite the negotiations with Woodmoor. 

Town Manager Cathy Green said that the actual 
amount of excess town water requested by Woodmoor for 
the project was 13 acre-feet, to include a reserve should 
Irish’s estimates of water use turn out to be too low. She 
added that Woodmoor plans to sell the water to Arbor 
Mountain “at a much higher rate” than the town will 
charge the special district. The difference in rates will 
be used to fund purchase of an alternative water source 
within the next 20 years. The town will not be losing 
money on the water it sells to Woodmoor for use by Arbor 
Mountain. 

Mayor Byron Glenn noted that this project has been 
in development for four years already and needs to be con-
cluded for the benefit for area seniors. 

Trustees’ comments
Glenn asked the trustees to be sure of the facts when they 
make comments at board meetings, since they are often 
quoted in newspapers. Glenn stated that Drumm’s state-
ments on April 7 that one truck trip on Old Denver High-
way is equivalent to 7,000 car trips was not correct. Glenn 
said his review of American Association of State Highway 
Transportation Officials reports showed that the correct 
figure was 1,125 car trips. Glenn added that Drumm’s 
quoted assertion that revenues brought in by the town 
cemetery are twice the costs of maintenance was incorrect 
as well. He asked the trustees to check with staff on spe-
cific issues and cite sources for what they state as facts. 

Glenn stated that the Baptist Road Rural Transporta-
tion Authority (BRRTA) should soon receive a donation of 
right-of-way from Valero Corp., owner of the truck stop on 
the northwest corner of the I-25 Baptist Road interchange 
(Exit 158). An imminent donation of right-of-way was 
also expected from Monument Developers LLC, principal 
owner of the vacant 73-acre Timbers at Monument prop-
erty, on the northwest corner of Baptist Road and Jackson 
Creek Parkway. BRRTA should be able to advertise for a 
bid by June 1 and begin construction in July. 

(See article on BRRTA special meeting held on May 
29 on page 1 for updated information.)

Trustee Steve Samuels, a town representative to Pikes 
Peak Area Council of Governments meetings, said that the 
town was very lucky to be able to start the Baptist Road 
interchange expansion, since the start of nearly every other 
state highway construction project has been deferred due 
to lack of state funding for some time to come. 

Public comments
County resident Richard Nasby read a lengthy letter that 
in general asserted that several members of the board had 
jobs in the development industry that in his opinion led to 
constant conflicts of interest that should require them to 
recuse themselves from discussion and votes on annexa-
tion, land use, road building, and similar matters. Nasby 
did not give the letter to the town clerk for the record, 
which is a standard procedure at any public meeting. 

Town Attorney Gary Shupp said that state statutes 
have never been interpreted to apply in such a restrictive 

way as Nasby had proposed. Shupp added that Nasby had 
proposed an impossible standard that would be impossible 
to meet and was not necessary to ensure ethical decisions. 
Trustees do an “exemplary job” of routinely recusing 
themselves from issues if there is an appearance of a con-
flict of interest. Trustee Steve Samuels and Tommie Plank 
also strongly disagreed with Nasby’s assertions.

Town cemetery finances clarified: Treasurer Pamela 
Smith reported that the cemetery has never been set up as a 
separate fund and that it is difficult to derive accurate iso-
lated figures from the generalized accounts for the Public 
Works Department. Her best estimate is that the cemetery 
costs about $35,000 per year to maintain. Future revenues 
would total about $124,250 before all the plots are sold, 
an average of $9,000 per year. Opening/closing fees for 
plots average about $2,000 per year. The direct employee 
costs for doubling the size of the cemetery as Drumm had 
proposed would be an additional $14,000 per year, which 
would increase the net loss. The total annual cost for the 
expanded cemetery would be about $64,000 per year. She 
recommended not expanding the cemetery. 

Tastings license ordinance approved for 
town liquor stores

After a second very lengthy discussion, the board unani-
mously approved an ordinance that will allow town liquor 
stores to give away up to four 1-ounce wine samples per 
customer at tasting events. A standard glass of wine is 5 
ounces. 

Sampling events are very common in Colorado. Shirk 
stated that there have been no problems with wine tastings 
elsewhere, and he had no concerns about the new proposed 
ordinance. Several trustees had been very concerned about 
people going from liquor store to liquor store on the same 
day to get free wine. 

Eloy Arellano, owner of the Cork and Bottle on High-
way 105 and Third Street, had asked for the ordinance to 
be created. No other liquor store owners have expressed an 
interest. The governing state statute is far less restrictive 
than the new town restrictions Arellano agreed to:  
• A maximum of 36 tasting events per year instead of 

104
• Three tastings per week instead of four
• A four-hour event time limit instead of five hours
Trustee Rafael Dominguez questioned the restrictions 
that were agreed to last September before he was elected. 
Arellano said he thought he would conduct only a few tast-
ing events per year, just before major holidays. The board 
agreed that the 36-event cap could be increased later if 
there were a request. 

This new ordinance does not apply to downtown 
business owners who give out numerous complimentary 
glasses of wine during Art Hop events without a town 
liquor license. 

The ordinance was unanimously approved. 
The board also approved renewals of liquor licenses 

for the Conoco fuel station on Highway 105 and the Wal-
Mart Supercenter in Monument Marketplace. 

Other matters
Treasurer Pamela Smith discussed the March sales tax 
results which were $12,068 more through April than in the 
first four months of 2007.

The board unanimously approved three payments 
over $5,000:
• $83,882 to Triview Metropolitan District for March 

sales tax revenue 
• $5,815 to Triview Metropolitan District for April 

motor vehicle tax revenue
• $14,132 to Monument Marketplace for a cash bond 

refund 
Some of the items Public Works Director Rich Landreth 
reported were:
• Pothole repairs are being performed in the downtown 

area and on Old Denver Highway.
• The relocation of electrical power lines from above 

ground poles to underground trenches on Third Street 
is proceeding on schedule.

• One summer employees has been hired and interviews 
for the second position are continuing.

• The three planned repairs on Old Denver Highway 
will begin at the end of May.  

The meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m.

Monument Board of Trustees, May 19

Progress of senior living center discussed

251 N. Front Street 
In the HEART of  

Historic Downtown Monument 
� BeXpressed - Hawaiian coffee and 

tea specialty gift shop - 266-2338.
� Blue Sage Merchant - Your 

eBay drop-off store - 488-1822.
� Coffee Cup Café - Best

Breakfast in Town - 488-0663.
� Mountain Air Salon - Your 

hometown salon - 481-3265.
� One-Stop Cleaners  - Dry 

cleaning and alterations - 488-3851.
� Prickly Pear - June Special: 

Lamps 20% OFF! - 531-7418. 
� Richards Chiropractic - We 

put the pieces back together - 481-3121. 
� The Love Shop - Where you love 

to shop - 598-3348.

Front Street Square 
Featured Merchants

Hawaiian coffee and tea specialty gift shop. 
Next to the Love Shop. Offering 20% OFF all 
Maui blend coffee (see coupon on page 2)!

Mountain Air Salon

Your hometown salon serving  
the community for over 30 years.

Look! Look! Look!
Don�t miss 
the most 
colossal
garage sale 
ever!

Everything and anything� 
From the smallest to the largest...  

Too many items to list! 
Come early�Eat lunch� 

Stay the day! 

Fri.-Sat. June 26-27
7 am - 3 pm each day. 
Family of Christ Church 

625 Baptist Road 
Enter from Leather Chaps.  

Look for the balloons. Info: 210-9735.
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By Jim Kendrick
The town’s new auditor, John 
Cutler of Cutler and Associates, 
gave a very brief report June 2 on 
his first audit for Monument. The 
audit was “unqualified,” which 
means no accounting problems 
were found. Cutler also noted 
that he found no management 
problems regarding policies, pro-
cedures, or controls. The board 
unanimously approved a resolu-
tion accepting the audit. Trustee 
Rafael Dominguez was absent. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved a resolution accepting 
the five-year update of the town’s 
stormwater plan, which will be 
submitted to the state by June 10 
for renewal of the town’s five-year 
stormwater permit. The board 
praised Public Works Director 
Rich Landreth for updating the 
plan himself, a project usually 
contracted out to consultants who 
specialize in this expertise. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved the annual permit for the 
Fourth of July parade, “the best 
small town parade in America,” 
as requested by Ted Bauman and 
Don Johnson of Monument Hill 
Sertoma. There are no changes 
in the planned event, which runs 
from 9:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

The board also unanimously 
approved a request from Frank 
Cheesman for the third annual St. 
Peter Church Parish Festival that 
will take place Aug. 22-24. The 
board also approved a temporary 
liquor license for the three-day 
festival. First Street between Jef-
ferson and Washington Streets 
will be closed from 4 p.m. to 11 
p.m. Aug. 22, 7 a.m. to noon Aug. 
23, and 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Aug. 24.

The board approved a new 
beer and wine liquor license for 
the Second Street Art Market at 
366 Second St, for owners Doug-
las and Heather Buchmann. 

The board unanimously 
approved two payments over 

$5,000:
• $72,000 to Centennial 

Services, Inc. for 
reimbursement for a 2” water 
tap

• $29,625 to Monument 

Marketplace for 
refund of a surety 
bond

Town Manager Cathy 
Green announced a 
ground-breaking cer-

emony for the new band shell to 
be constructed at Limbach Park. 
The ceremony was held on June 
4. (See photo on page 24.) The 
town plans to have the band shell 
finished in time for the first of the 
summer concerts held at Limbach 
Park on Wednesday evenings.

Landreth told the board the 
three promised patches on the 
worst parts of Old Denver High-
way would be completed within 
the next few weeks. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:
15 p.m. 

**********
The next meeting is at 6:30 p.m. 
on June 16 in Town Hall, 166 
Second St. The July 7 meeting 
has been tentatively cancelled 
due to lack of agenda items and 
the July 4 holiday. Meetings are 
normally held the first and third 
Monday of the month. Informa-
tion: 884-8017.

Monument Board of Trustees, June 2

No problems found in audit
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Adam 
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Palmer Lake
481-4964

Brad 
Lundberg
Monument 
481-0043

Donna 
O’Bryant
Gleneagle 

487-0407

Matt 
Surma

Gleneagle 
487-0457

Leasha
Larsen

Northgate 
484-0257

Read All About It
z SmartMoney Magazine, August 2007 

Edward Jones again was named the No. 1 full-
service brokerage firm in the August edition of 
SmartMoney Magazine. The firm placed ahead 
of six other firms and received high marks in the 
four catagories surveyed by the magazine: stock 
picking, customer satisfaction, trust, and customer 
statements. Edward Jones, which also ranked No. 1 
in 2005 as well, received five-star ratings in client 
statements and customer satisfaction.

z J.D. Power and Associates, July 24, 2007 
For the third year in a row, the financial-services 
firm Edward Jones ranks “Highest in Investor 
Satisfaction with Full Service Brokerage Firms,” 
according to the J.D. Power and Associates 2007 
Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM. 
Disclaimer: Edward Jones received the highest numerical score two 
years in a row among full service brokerage firms in the proprietary J.D. 
Power and Associates 2005-2007 Full Service Investor Satisfaction 
StudySM. 2007 study based on 3,043 total responses measuring 16 
brokerage firms and measures opinions of investors who used full-service 
investment institutions. Proprietary study results are based on experiences 
and perceptions of consumers surveyed from March-May 2007. Your 
experiences may vary.Visit jdpower.com.
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Grand 
Opening!

Fri.-Sat.
June 20-21

All lamps on sale. 
Savings throughout 

the store up to  
50% OFF! 

Drawings and 
Refreshments.

� Distinctive Designs 
� Amazing Accessories 
� Fabulous Furniture

155 Second Street ~ Historic Downtown Monument 
Mon-Fri 10-5:30, Sat 10-4:30  ~  (719) 559-4133

TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Don Johnson (L) and Ted Bauman (R) received approval for the annual Monument Hill 
SERTOMA 4th of July Parade, “The Best Small Town Parade in America,” from the 
Monument Board of Trustees June 2. The parade will be held on the usual route through 
the downtown area from 9:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Photo by Jim Kendrick



Page 16 Vol. 8 No. 6Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 17Sat., June 7, 2008

Palmer Lake Town Council, May 8

New council makes appointments
By Dave Futey

On May 8, the Palmer Lake Town 
Council announced changes in 
trustee assignments. They are: 
Nikki McDonald, Parks and 
Recreation\Buildings; Dan Reyn-
olds, Police Department; and 
Richard Allen, Community and 
Economic Development.

Trustees who remain in 
their previous assignments are: 
Gary Coleman, Fire Department; 
Bryan Jack, Roads; and Max 
Stafford, Water.

McDonald was also named 
mayor pro-tem. 

Chief of police hired
By unanimous decision, Gene 
Ferrin was hired to fill the vacant 

position of Palmer Lake chief of 
police. Ferrin’s first official day 
was May 16. 

Town selects water 
attorney

By unanimous decision, Harvey 
W. Curtis and Associates has 
been hired as the town water at-
torney. This concludes a search 
that began on March 21. 

Three new business 
licenses approved

By unanimous decision, the fol-
lowing three businesses received 
licenses to operate within the 
town:
• Castle Rock Jeans & 

Apparel—Anna Beard, 780 

Highway 105, Suite A
• The Junktion—Bonnie 

Krueger\James Schubauer, 
11 Primrose, Unit C 

• Four Great Winds Kite 
Co.—Brian Osterholt, 108 
Grant Ave. 
Fire Department 
to celebrate 70th 

anniversary
The Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department is planning an an-
niversary weekend for sometime 
in August. Details will be forth-
coming. 

Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan

The Fire Department is coor-
dinating with several agencies 
and has contracted with a local 
forester to develop a Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan. Some 

of the agencies being consulted 
are the U.S. Forest Service, El 
Paso County, and the Colorado 
State Forest Service. According 
to an April 14 press release by 
the Fire Department, this wildfire 
plan “will analyze the commu-
nity in terms of forest conditions 
and wildfire risk and also assess 
property fire risk.” 

Related to this plan, there 
will be two seminars in June 
to raise community awareness 
about wildfires and also advise 
homeowners on steps they can 
take to help minimize fire risk 
by creating a defensible space. 
The seminars are: “Extreme Gar-
dening: Taming the Scrub Oak 
Monster,” June 19 from 6 to 8 
p.m. in Glen Park, and “Extreme 
Landscaping,” June 25, 7 to 9 
p.m. in the Town Hall. Both will 

be conducted by Keith Worley. 
Trustee Coleman encour-

aged all residents to participate in 
fire mitigation practices. 

Museum expansion 
approved

By unanimous approval, the 
council approved the proposed 
expansion of the Lucretia Vaile 
Museum. Bob Kirby provided 
information on the proposed 340-
square-foot expansion and noted 
that estimates projected the cost 
at $20,000 to $25,000. The Pikes 
Peak Regional Building Depart-
ment would need to review and 
approve the construction speci-
fications. 

Tentative approval of 
Master Plan update

The council tentatively approved 
the Palmer Lake Recreational 
Master Plan as presented by El 
Paso County Parks and Leisure 
Services Department. The Mas-
ter Plan must also be reviewed by 
the Planning Commission. The 
Parks and Leisure Services De-
partment updates Master Plans 
every five years, with proposed 
projects initiated and completed 
based on available funding. 

The plan development pro-
cess included an assessment of 
present facilities and conditions, 
a survey conducted to receive in-
put from Palmer Lake residents, 
analysis of survey results, a pub-
lic open house to obtain addition-
al citizen input, plan modification 
to incorporate citizen and steer-
ing committee input, and then 
various reviews and approvals. 

A common desire noted 
throughout the plan development 
process was the establishment 
of a permanent water source for 
the lake through a well. Due to 
drought and other conditions, the 
lake dried up during 2003, which 
caused significant eco-system 
and recreational issues. With a 
well in place, the lake could then 
irrigate recreational fields and 
gardens in the areas bordering it. 

Other recommended im-
provements or new facilities 
include: improving the trail 
system around the lake and the 
playground area; establishing a 
swimming beach area; and es-
tablishing an athletic field with 
hillside seating. A map of the 
improvements will be posted in 
the online version of this June 
issue at ourcommunitynews.org/
v8n6park.htm.

The meeting adjourned at 8:
30 p.m. 

**********
The next regular council meet-
ing is on June 12 at 7 p.m. The 
next Town Council workshop is 
scheduled for July 15 at 7 p.m. 
Both meetings will be held in the 
Town Hall. The workshops are 
normally held the first Thursday 
of the month. The regular council 
meetings are normally held the 
second Thursday of the month. 
Information: 481-2953.
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Understated elegance in this wonderful home on 2.5 wooded acres. Light and 
bright with a stunning 2-story great room. Remodeled lower level with large 
rec room. Clean radiant heat. Drive-through garage. Over 5,900 sq. ft.

Enjoy Colorado on one of the many decks of this exceptional home amid 
towering pines with Peak and AFA views. Large rooms. Expansive granite 
kitchen. Many amenities including hot tub and fire pit. Over 5,400 sq. ft.

New custom home with great views of the Peak and Front Range. 2.5 acres 
off Hodgen Road. Dream kitchen with Viking and Subzero appliances and 
granite throughout. Air conditioning. 4-car garage. Over 5,100 sq. ft.
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Palmer Lake Planning Commission, May 21

County’s Palmer Lake master plan amendment adopted
By Jim Kendrick

The Palmer Lake Planning Commission 
unanimously approved the El Paso County 
parks department’s master plan update for 
its lake-side facilities on May 21. This vote 
formally incorporated the master plan up-
date into the town’s comprehensive plan. 
The update is just a guideline for the time 
being, however, due to the lack of projected 
funding for the proposed upgrades and ex-
pansions. 

There is a $10 million county revenue 
shortfall that the Board of County Com-
missioners started to address in a special 
meeting on May 29. At that meeting, the 
County Commissioners indicated that they 
preferred not to sell parks to raise revenue 
to balance the 2008 budget, but did not rule 
out park sales either. 

For details of the county’s master 
plan update presentation at Town Hall 
on April 30, see ourcommunitynews.org/
v8n5.htm#park and page 30 

Minor subdivision approved
The Palmer Lake commissioners approved 
a request from landowners Robin Grunder 
and Gary Welty for a minor subdivision of 
a large lot at 0 Circle Road, in Elephant 

Acres north of Highway 105. Grunder and 
Welty requested creation of four separate 
residential lots within the parcel. 

Two candidates volunteer 
for empty seat

Two candidates have expressed interest in 
filling the vacant commissioner position 
created by former Chairman John Cress-
man moving to the Town Council as the 
new mayor. Commissioner Ken Trombley 
has taken Cressman’s place as chairman. 
Gary Atkins, Vic Brown, David Cooper, 
Jen Martin, and Sharon Solheim continue 
to serve as commissioners as well. 

Interviews of the two candidates—
Bob Miner and Dennis Stern—were listed 
on the agenda. Miner attended this meet-
ing, but Stern did not. The commissioners 
determined that they would reschedule 
an interview with Stern before the next 
scheduled workshop meeting on June 11 or 
the regular meeting on June 18 if possible. 
For information on whether a special inter-
view meeting will be scheduled, contact 
481-2953. 

The commissioners also unanimously 
approved a change in the starting times for 
their meetings for the rest of 2008—from 

7 p.m. to 6 p.m. They will continue to meet 
at Palmer Lake Town Hall on the second 
Wednesday of the month for workshops 

and the third Wednesday of the month for 
regular meetings. Information: 481-2953. 

                   “The difference is in the details.”

Serving Colorado with traditional 

Venetian Plasters, faux finishing, cus-

tom stains & finishes and outstanding

residential painting.

Call us at 719.352.2655, or browse 

through our website, 

www.vistacustomcolors.com, for 

more information and to schedule

your free estimate.  Schedule an esti-

mate by July 15th and receive a 10% 

discount!

Example of available 
        Faux finish:
Framed Tortoiseshell

We sell for YOU on the 
WORLD�S LARGEST auction site! 

�� FREE eBay value analysis of your treasures!   
�� FREE professional auction photographs! 
�� WORLDWIDE selling!
�� YOU GET PAID FAST!
�� PERSONAL customer service! 
�� EXPERIENCE you can count on! 
�� NO eBay fees and NO PayPal fees!

                  

www.showcase.inkfrog.com/thebluesagemerchant

7,000 + Positive Feedbacks 

The Blue Sage Merchant
251 Front St #11-B, Historic Monument, 488-1822 

Mon � Sat 10:00 � 5:00 or by Appointment

WE HAVE MOVED!
SAME SHOPPING CENTER , DIFFERENT PARKING LOT!



Page 18 Vol. 8 No. 6Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 19Sat., June 7, 2008

Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, May 21

New state law requires developers to 
demonstrate adequate water supply

By John Heiser
At the May 21 meeting of the Pikes Peak Regional Water 
Authority (PPRWA), Dick Brown, lobbyist for the author-
ity, reported that Colorado HB08-1141, which requires 
developers to identify a sustainable water supply for their 
developments, has been sent to the governor for his signa-
ture. (The governor signed the bill May 29.)

Brown described the bill as “a very substantive change 
in water policy planning and land use planning.” 

Brown added that he expects the legislature to con-
sider future legislation to “more directly link surface 
and ground water uses. Much of the statutory scheme for 
ground water management will come under increased leg-
islative scrutiny to determine how much of the scheme is 
based on substantive hydrogeology and how much of it is 
largely a legal fiction.”

Other legislation
Brown noted that SB08-119, which originally would have 
authorized the use of cisterns to collect rainwater from up 
to 3,000 square feet of roof on a single-family primary 
residence, was amended to conduct a test to assess po-
tential impacts to water rights holders. He reported that 
the bill was unconstitutional as written and was being re-
worked. (As of press time, the amended form of SB08-119 
had passed the house and senate and on May 21 was sent 
to the governor for signature.)

Brown said SB08-119 is particularly important be-
cause “it challenges the long-standing concept that every 

drop of water ultimately belongs to the next user down-
stream.”

Brown added that there is a water impact to the de-
mand for increased energy production. He said that over 
the next 20 years demand in Colorado for electricity is 
projected to increase by nearly 5,000 megawatts. “Much 
of this new generation will be from power plants that use 
water to keep the turbines spinning.”

Brown concluded, “It is very likely that the next 
four years will see significant changes to Colorado water 
policy.” He encouraged the authority to “be involved in 
crafting of those policy changes” and to forge strategic 
alliances with other water groups including the Water 
Resources Interim Committee, the Water Roundables, 
the Water Congress, the Colorado Water Institute, and the 
democratic legislators from southern Colorado who are 
expected to draft water policy over the next few years.

Background
The current members of the authority are the Cherokee 
Metropolitan District, the City of Fountain, the Donala 
Water and Sanitation District, the Town of Monument, the 
Town of Palmer Lake, the Triview Metropolitan District, 
and the Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District

At the March 19 meeting of the PPRWA, the group 
decided to form two committees: One to pursue a source 
of renewable water and one to look at ways of coordinating 
local operations. 

The renewable water committee, also known as the 
big picture committee, consists of representatives of the 
Cherokee district, Fountain, Monument, and the Wood-
moor district. 

The local operations committee, also known as the 
northern collaboration committee, consists of representa-
tives of the Donala district, Monument, Palmer Lake, the 
Triview district, and the Woodmoor district.

At the May 21 PPRWA meeting, each of the commit-
tees reported on their progress.

Big picture committee report
Kip Peterson, General Manager of the Cherokee district, 

reported that the committee has concluded that further ef-
fort should not be expended on acquiring additional non-
renewable groundwater. 

Regarding renewable water, Peterson said the group 
concluded, “There is no cheap solution, no magic bullet.”

Larry Patterson, City of Fountain utility director, of-
fered to serve as a “water bank” for the authority, to help 
with acquiring water rights and obtaining bridge funding. 
He noted that “water follows money” and that when an op-
portunity arises, the authority has to move quickly.

Ag water import project study update
Steve Price from Boyle Engineering presented an update 
on the engineering study for the project proposed to trans-
port as much as 50,000 acre-feet of unused agricultural 
water per year north to the Tri-Lakes area. This unused 
“ag water” comes from fallowed fields on farms along the 
lower Arkansas River. An acre-foot (af) is 326,851 gal-
lons.

The Boyle study is considering various alternatives 
including the amounts of water to be transported, pipeline 
routings, and treatment locations. 
Alternative amounts of water: 
1. 6,735 acre-feet per year to address just the projected 

needs in the Tri-Lakes area.
2. 15,235 acre-feet per year to address Tri-Lakes area 

needs as well as the needs of the Fountain and the 
Cherokee District.

3. 50,000 acre-feet per year to provide additional 
capacity to serve other areas as a way to share the cost 
of construction and operation.

Pipeline routing alternatives:
1. A western alignment 76 miles long.
2. A middle alignment 83 miles long.
3. An eastern alignment 111 miles long.
The middle and western alignments are the most cost 
effective. The western alignment uses Xcel easements, 
which would reduce the issue of acquiring easements; 
however, it has more stream crossings and, due to the 
proximity to high-voltage power lines, would require that 
the design address the effects of high-voltage power on 
corrosion of metal pipes.
Operational alternatives:
1. All storage at Stonewall Springs near Pueblo. 

Treatment near Stonewall Springs.

Tired of spending 
hours on the 
internet search-
ing for the best 
price? Let us do 
that for you.  
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Call Today!  (719) 488-1294 
www.TheGlassGuru.com 
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2. All storage in the Tri-Lakes area with water treatment 
near Stonewall Springs.

3. Storage in the Tri-Lakes area and at Stonewall 
Springs. Treatment near Stonewall Springs.

4. Storage in the Tri-Lakes area and at Stonewall 
Springs. Treatment near Fountain.

Tri-Lakes area storage is currently assumed to be on the 
Younger Ranch on Highway 83.

Water treatment is needed to address water quality 
concerns including salinity, selenium, iron, sulfate, phar-
maceuticals, and radionuclides. The study is currently as-
suming that water treatment using reverse osmosis (RO) 
will be required. 

Patterson noted that a Colorado project using RO to 
process 5,000 acre-feet of water per year is projected to 
need 400 acres to store the resulting salt and other mate-
rials removed from the water. Depending on the amount 
of water processed per year, the proposed ag water proj-
ect would likely need three to 10 times as much storage 
space.

Price presented the following refined capital cost esti-
mates excluding land acquisition, permitting, and the cost 
of water but including installation of pipe and construc-
tion of pump stations, water treatment plants, and storage 
facilities:

Depending on which alternative is selected, the capital 
cost per 1,000 gallons varies from $72 to $162.

Price observed that these costs are similar to other 
current water projects along the Front Range.

Price presented the following draft estimate of opera-
tions and maintenance costs per 1,000 gallons that covers 
leasing water, advanced treatment, and conveyance:

These costs substantially exceed what the local districts 
are typically charging their customers for water. Patterson 
agreed saying, “We are selling water cheaper than the re-
placement cost.”

Based on the analysis, Price recommended that al-
ternatives 1 and 2 be eliminated from further study. He 
noted that the risk of interruption of the water supply is 
least with alternatives 3 and 4 and there is more potential 
for phasing the implementation.

Price said the next steps are to look at water quality 
trends, pursue options to reduce costs, and to more fully 
evaluate pipeline alignments and storage locations. He 
said that if it turns out that RO is not needed, that would 
significantly reduce the costs.
Northern collaboration committee report

Woodmoor district engineer Jessie Shaffer reported that 
although the committee did not meet this month, work 
is continuing on organizational structures to support 
exchange of effluent credits. He also distributed copies 
of a questionnaire soliciting from each authority member 
an assessment of its strengths, assets, financial condition, 
expectations, risks, fears, and the sorts of joint projects 
the various boards and councils would support or 
oppose. Due to the sensitivity of the answers, Shaf-
fer said he will keep the responses confidential. He 
plans to collate the results and identify common 
ground and roadblocks. Out of that analysis, he said 
he hopes to identify potential joint projects. 

Pharmaceuticals
The authority decided to contact local pharmacies to 
see if a take-back program can be started for phar-
maceuticals and personal care products to reduce the 
amounts that reach the wastewater stream.

**********
The next regular meeting of the PPRWA will be held 
June 18 at 8:30 a.m. at the City of Fountain office, 
116 S. Main in Fountain. The meetings are normally 
held on the third Wednesday of each month at 8:30 
a.m. Most of the meetings are held at Monument 
Town Hall; however, in addition to this June meet-
ing in Fountain, the meeting October 15 will be held 

at the Cherokee Metropolitan District office, 6250 Palmer 
Park Blvd. in Colorado Springs.

The PPRWA Web site is www.pprwa.com.
Colorado state bill text, history, and status can be 

found at www.statebillinfo.com.

Operational\af 6,735 15,235 50,000
Alternative 1 253 451 984
Alternative 2 385 785 1,644
Alternative 3 260 440 918
Alternative 4 276 456 1,011

Revised Capital Costs (in $ millions)

Operational\af 6,735 15,235 50,000
Alternative 1 9.38         8.53         8.13           
Alternative 2 11.44       10.78       10.21         
Alternative 3 10.41       9.42         9.02           
Alternative 4 9.59         8.58         8.13           

O & M Costs ($ per 1,000 gallons)

Call Carolyn at 488-5776
All Fitness Levels Welcome 

Sundance Studio,
1450 Cipriani Loop, 
Monument
   5:45 am M/W/F 
   7:45 am M/W/F 
   9:15 am M/T/W/Th/F+

   7:45 am Sat
   9:15 am Sat 
   4:00 pm Sun 

Personal Touch
 7:45 am T/Th
 10:30 am M/W/F

Fitness Architects,
1728 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Woodmoor 
   4:30 pm T/Th 
   6:00 pm T/Th 

Black Forest 
Community Church,
6845 Shoup Road 
Black Forest 
   5:30 pm M/W 
   7:45 am Sat 
+Childcare available 

LPHS Booster Club 2nd Annual 

Golf Tournament 
A great day of community fun  
and support for our athletes!

Sat., June 14, 8 am 
King�s Deer Golf Course 

Proceeds from this tournament support all 
Lewis-Palmer High School athletic programs. 

Open to All: Invite your family, friends, co-
workers, and neighbors. So come play! 

Shotgun Start: Foursomes at each tee box; 
everyone tees off at 8 am and finishes by 
12:30 pm. 

$120 per Golfer: Includes green fees, cart, 
unlimited range balls, catered lunch of 
New Orleans BBQ, additional round of golf 
at King�s Deer, door prizes, and more. 

To Register: Mail your registration and check 
for $120 per golfer to LPHS Booster Club, 
1300 Higby Rd., Monument, CO 80132. 

For Information: Contact Donna at 963-2474 
or dwoodhockey@comcast.net. 

Woodmoor Garage Sales! 
Friday & Saturday,  

June 27-28, 8am-3pm  
Over 80 Homes Anticipated! 

Don�t Miss The Shopping
Event of the Summer! 

Questions?  Call Event Coordinator Claire Boynton at 481-1000

13710 Struthers Rd. in Gleneagle  1773 Lake Woodmoor Dr.  All Monument &  
Gleneagle Locations 

MAPS WILL BE AVAILABLE STARTING JUNE 23rd AT:  

www.FindYourMonumentHome.com
and these sponsor locations:

Handy Man
 Master Carpenter

Interior and Exterior 
Finishing and Repairs

Cabinetry
Doors and Windows

Outbuildings Built and Repaired
Custom Trim

Decks, Porches, Gazebos
Larry Blasgen 494-2131

Over  30 Years’ Experience 
in Home Remodeling and Building

Small Jobs Welcome!

$3 OFF Oil Change

$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 6/30/08

Shari Blake Pet Services
Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593
CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY
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Piano Lessons By Becky  
� 37 years of teaching experience 
� Bachelors of Arts in Music 
� King�s Deer area 
� First Lesson is FREE! 

Call 559-3837 
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Water Returns project participants off and running
By Susan Hindman

With two of five workshops under their 
belts, the nine households selected to 
participate in the Water Returns project 
are mulling design ideas, deciding plant 
colors and sizes, examining soil, and 
consulting with others as they head into 
new territory: xeriscaping. They represent 
various neighborhoods within the Donala 
Water and Sanitation District—one of the 
10 county water districts participating in 
this pilot project—and are being guided 

in their landscaping journey by workshops 
presented by specialists in the field.

The program has sparked a lot of 
creativity, learning, and labor in the two 
households that OCN contacted. Ken Val-
dez has “around a couple thousand square 
feet” to work with at his home in The Park 
in Fox Run. Carol and Terry Bramsch-
reiber have 1/3 acre in Gleneagle. 

Xeriscaping isn’t just plunking some 
drought-tolerant plants down into the 
ground. It’s the equivalent of coming up 
with a floor plan for a yard—developing 
it in stages and thinking of it as different 
rooms, focusing on the flow, colors and 
shapes, and the water needs of the plants 
they’d like. 

“You have to take it in small pieces,” 
Valdez said. “Start closest to the house 
and extend out … keeping in mind how 
you want to use that space, and design 
that area to flow into the next area,” much 
like rooms of a house would flow. “There 
are a million things you can do as far as 
colors and shapes. Certain colors and the 
way plants are placed can give a sense of 
energy, feeling, and mood.” 

Themes are a big part of the design 
plan. A “retirement theme,” for example, 
would be all low-water plants so hom-
eowners could travel without arranging 
for watering, Carol said. A sanctuary 
theme would have certain colors, smells, 
and textures. 

The first workshop detailed where 
water comes from and is stored, how it 

gets distributed, all the places it is used 
and needed, and how valuable it is. The 
focus in xeriscaping is how to best use that 
water, something that is accomplished by a 
design plan. The second class featured spe-
cialists giving presentations on “waterwise 
landscaping.” 

“It’s knowing what kind of soil you 
actually have, being familiar with the 
direction and location of the landscaping 
… wind direction, sunlight, shading,” said 
Valdez. “Put all that together and you have 
the basis to understand what you’ve got to 
work with and what you need to do.” 

Rocks are not encouraged in xeriscap-
ing, but they were the favored landscaping 
material of the previous owners of the 
Bramschreibers’ home, which they moved 
into last July. The couple, who don’t care 
for the rocks, are trying to work with 
them. They’ve been hauling large sections 
of them to the front ditch area and have 
planted carpet junipers within them, in 
hopes of eventually creating a blanket of 
groundcover to hide the rocks. They also 
got rid of thick junipers that had blocked 
the front windows. 

With so much to do, the Bramsch-
reibers are focusing on one section of the 
yard this summer; the rest will be part of 
a long-term plan, as time allows. In this 
section, they’ll be getting rid of sod, lay-
ing a flagstone pathway, putting in plants 
that attract birds and butterflies, planting a 
couple of trees and shrubs, and exchanging 
the sprinklers for a drip system. 

“I want to have a nature sanctuary 
where plants, animals, and people can 
thrive,” said Carol.

First, though, as Terry said, “It’s a lot 
of undoing before doing.”

Valdez is still refining his plan, mak-
ing corrections and studying. He wants a 
resting area, a viewing area, and a “walled 
area” with trees since his house is close to 
Baptist Road. “There are certain plants 
that denote relaxation,” he said, so he’ll 
be choosing plants “that represent the way 
that ‘room’ is going to be used.” He hopes 
to have a fountain as well. 

Xeriscaping is new to both Valdez and 
the Bramschreibers, but the potential has 
both households dreaming big. 

“Everybody wants to do it right,” said 
Valdez. “We’re learning stuff that land-
scape designers study for years, and we’re 
trying to do it in a couple of classes. But 
they put it in the perspective of something 
you can do. … I feel honored and fortunate 
to be part of it.” 

Participants are free to involve as few 
or as many professionals as they’d like. 
They will be reimbursed 25 percent of 
whatever costs they incur on materials and 
labor until September.

The families will be “ambassadors” of 
the program, answering questions neigh-
bors might have about xeriscaping. OCN 
will follow them throughout the summer 
and report on their progress.
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�Making life beautiful!� 
Jacquiline D. Lochridge 

International Designer 
Certified Floral/Landscape Designer 

11 years experience 
3rd Generation Designer 

H 719-219-9770 or C 719-359-0317 
 jdlochridge@gmail.com 

Design Services
Custom Floral Design � Fresh/Silk

Event Planning 
Holiday Decorating 

Space Planning 
Interior/Exterior Living Space Design 

Book your free 1-hour consultation today! 
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10 more ways to conserve water
Here are this month’s 10 tips for conserving wa-
ter, from www.wateruseitwisely.com.
1. Avoid planting turf in areas that are hard to 

water, such as steep inclines and isolated 
strips along sidewalks and driveways.

2. When you shop for a new appliance, consider 
one offering cycle and load size adjustments. 
They are more water- and energy-efficient 
than older appliances.

3. Run your washing machine and dishwasher 
only when they are full and you could save 
1,000 gallons a month.

4. Designate one glass for your drinking water 
each day. This will cut down on the number 
of times you run your dishwasher.

5. When washing dishes by hand, don’t let the 

water run while rinsing. Fill one sink with 
wash water and the other with rinse water.

6. Wash your produce in the sink or in a pan 
that is partially filled with water instead of 
running water from the tap.

7. Check your water meter and bill to track your 
water use.

8. If your shower can fill a one-gallon bucket in 
less than 20 seconds, then replace it with a 
water-efficient showerhead.

9. Time your shower to keep it under 5 minutes. 
You’ll save up to 1,000 gallons a month.

10. When you clean your fish tank, use the water 
you’ve drained on your plants. The water is 
rich in nitrogen and phosphorus, providing 
you with a free and effective fertilizer.

Childrens Choice 
www.childrenschoice.us

Your neighborhood licensed childcare facility  
located in Historic Downtown Monument since 

1993 serving children ages 12 months  
to 12 years.

� Longtime, highly qualified 
teaching staff certified in  
CPR & First Aid 

� Developmentally appropriate  
programs for all children 

� Committed to a multi-cultural, 
anti-biased philosophy 

� Hot lunch and snacks prepared 
in our kitchen - kid friendly and  
nutritious menus 

� 1⁄2 day and full-day preschool 

� Before & after school programs 
� Transportation to and from  

District 38 elementary schools 
� Kindergarten readiness skills 
� Homework assistance 
� Summer camp 
� Vacation camps 
� Programs during elementary  

school closures 
� Open year-round with  

year-round enrollment 

Please drop in or phone for a tour. 
We would love to show you our school! 

77 Third Street · 488-0884 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 6:30 pm 

All Day Play, 
Snooze the Night Away!™

   25% OFF any grooming service! 
With this ad. Limit one per customer. Good through 6-30-08. sc=ocn

(719) 632-WAGS (9247)
www.mycbw.com/monument

    A premier doggy day & overnight
  camp in a brand new, climate-controlled 
facility featuring spacious cabins, luxury 
suites and three indoor/outdoor play 
areas. Owners can enjoy guilt-free days 
and remotely view their campers playing, 
via our “camper cams.” 

    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight    A premier doggy day & overnight
  camp in a brand new, climate-controlled   camp in a brand new, climate-controlled   camp in a brand new, climate-controlled 
facility featuring spacious cabins, luxury 
suites and three indoor/outdoor play 
areas. Owners can enjoy guilt-free days 
and remotely view their campers playing, 

®®

18985 Base Camp Rd.
Near Woodmoor Dr. &

 Deer Creek Dr.

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available
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1860 Woodmoor Drive #200       Monument, CO 80132

David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

 Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School
 and Monument Academy.

(719) 488-3737

• Complimentary Exams
• Clear Braces & Invisalign
• Non-Extraction Approach

• For Children, Teens & Adults
• Extended Office Hours
• Payment Plans Available

��������������������������������������������

Now in 
our new 
office!
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10% OFF! 
With this ad. Good 

thru 6/30/08. Not valid 
with other offers.
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YTM*

Yield to 
Maturity 

due 
2/13/2012

Cit Group Inc. Senior Notes

What interest rate do you earn?
• Rated A- by Standard and Poor’s
• Semi-Annual Interest
• Non-callable

*Yield effective as of 5/30/2008, subject to availability and price change.
Yield and market value will fluctuate if sold prior to maturity

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC

Straw bale 
construction
since 1998 

Attend a FREE class June 17 in Palmer Lake on 
the best green-built home (includes a tour, 
illustration, Q&A). Visit an authentic straw 
home and discover the benefits: Quiet, cozy, 
safe, no furnace needed, low maintenance, 
beautiful! 

Info and reservations: 719-487-7559  
or Larrybogard@msn.com  

www.strawbaleconcepts.com 
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By Susan Hindman
After a year of negotiations, the merger 
between Academy and Donala Water and 
Sanitation Districts is off. 

“Donala has withdrawn its invitation 
for Academy to merge with their system, 
so all activities pertaining to that merger 
have been suspended,” said Academy 
board President Richard DuPont. He noted 
that, as reported in the May issue of OCN, 
Donala said it would not be able to handle 
the additional finances involved with a 
merger. “They made it quite clear that 
nothing would be considered until 2014,” 
the year Academy’s bond debt will be paid 
off. DuPont and other board members ac-
knowledged, however, that anything could 
change between now and then. 

The ball is now back in Academy’s 
court to come up with ways of dealing 
with statewide wastewater regulations 
regarding ammonia treatment that will be 
effective when Academy’s permit expires 
in 2010. Academy currently cannot treat 
ammonia, so a new wastewater treatment 
facility needs to be planned out before its 
operating permit would be renewed. Oper-
ator Jerry Jacobson asked the state Health 
Department about a timeline concerning 
compliance with the new ammonia regu-
lations. “They indicate that we’ll prob-
ably have to have construction finished by 
2015,” he said. 

Treasurer Walter Reiss said that while 
the 2013 payment on the current bond 
would be $159,000 (similar to this year’s 
payment), the last payment in 2014 will 
be $52,500. This will help when trying to 
manage funding for a new system.

“We’re going to try not to overlap pay-
ment on the bond and payment on a new 
facility,” Jacobson said. “It’s going to be 
kind of tight.” 

Meanwhile, Jacobson said, he is col-
lecting data on the stream that Academy’s 
system is discharging to, which he says 

will be helpful to the Health Department. 
“It involves doing a weekly sample on the 
stream, both upstream and downstream of 
the point of discharge and measuring pH 
and temperature” at the same time and 
same day of the week. Other numbers 
that need to be collected are the amount 
of ammonia upstream and downstream 
of the point of discharge, which would 
be measured monthly, as well as effluent. 
Currently, the district doesn’t have the 
equipment to measure the ammonia.

Jacobson suggested buying equipment 
that would allow him to do the ammonia 
testing, instead of paying to have it done. 
The current lab-testing budget of $2,200 
won’t cover continued testing. “We should 
be compiling this data now through 2009,” 
Jacobson said, adding that having a year’s 
worth of data would enable the district to 
respond to questions the county might 
have when it came time to get a new per-
mit. The board approved $1,000 be spent to 
purchase the equipment.

In response to a question about the 
schedule of upcoming changes to state reg-
ulations, Jacobson said the more immedi-
ate changes include nutrients criteria, tem-
perature, ammonia criteria, spill reporting, 
and contaminants of emerging concern 
(such as pharmaceuticals). “So yes, there’s 
more stuff coming up,” he said. 

Reiss said he contacted the state’s 
Special District Association (SDA) to see 
if there were other districts with lagoon 
wastewater systems like Academy’s that 
would be facing the same problem. He also 
asked the SDA about grants and loans that 
might be available, instead of pursuing an-
other general obligation bond. He received 
information about financial assistance pro-
grams from the state Department of Local 
Affairs. 

“A lot of the financing is dependent 
upon the district size, the average income 
of those living in the district, water rates, 

and several different things,” Reiss said. 
“But the Water Pollution Control Revolv-
ing Fund, which is a loan at 31⁄2 percent 
interest, would be one to investigate.” He 
added that an engineering study grant is 
also a possibility and that “we’re just be-
ginning to scratch the surface” of options 
to pursue. Meanwhile, the district may seek 
preapproval for loans so that that would be 
in place when the time came to apply.

Reiss suggested, and the idea was ap-
proved, that Academy join the SDA, as it 
will be helpful to the district in the future. 
Membership dues for this first year are 
$219; next year, it will increase to $437. 

Jacobson said the Colorado Waste 
Water Utility Council is holding a permit 
negotiations workshop on May 19. He is 
planning to attend.

Operations updates
Jacobson reported that well 3’s cleaning is 
complete, but he was told the well may need 
to be redrilled in a few years. Perforations 
in the casing were plugged up, but he was 
told it will likely happen again. If the well 
were redrilled, it would get new casing that 
would have well screens made of wrapped 
stainless steel wire, which have more open 
areas than perforated casing and would be 
less likely to become plugged.

Regarding the potable water system, 
Jacobson said that he is trying to optimize 
the removal of iron manganese in the wa-
ter. He said manganese is a little harder 
to get down to the recommended levels, 
which at higher levels can give water a 
brownish color. He also said he thinks it’s 
time to flush the entire hydrant system.

All meters will be replaced: The other 
big project about to begin is switching 
the meter reading system to the Neptune 
radio reading system, which would allow 
Jacobson to read meters by driving instead 
of walking. Over the next three years, he 
will replace all the meters. He said he will 
call homeowners to arrange a time for him 

to do that work. 
“We have meters in the district that are 

the originals,” Jacobson said, which could 
be up to 40 years old. “I’ve come across 
meters that I can’t buy parts for.” 

Total price for the new system is 
$61,514. In response to a question by Di-
rector James Weilbrenner, Jacobson said 
the new system would not be compatible 
with Donala’s. However, the Neptune sys-
tem was preferable because it’s compatible 
with Academy’s billing software and be-
cause it has better transmitter frequencies, 
which is important considering interfer-
ence from all the trees and the longer 
driveways in Academy’s district.

New board member
Secretary Gordon Rodden submitted his 
resignation, for health reasons. Susan 
Girschick has joined the board and was 
elected secretary. 

Tap fee increase
Weilbrenner proposed changing the by-
laws to bring tap fees (or “plant investment 
fees”) up to date. Currently, the fees are 
$4,000 for water and $5,000 for sewer. Af-
ter lengthy discussion, the board approved 
increases to $6,000 for water and $6,000 
for sewer, with a two-year permit limit. 
Previous tap fees paid by property owners 
who never built a home on the land will be 
applied as credit toward the new fees, if 
proof of prior payment can be validated. 

Other previously approved fees—for 
water and sewer service and water rates—
were added to the bylaws. 

**********
The Academy Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict board usually meets at 7 p.m. the first 
Wednesday of every month at the fire sta-
tion on Sun Hills Drive. The next meeting 
is scheduled to be held July 2.

Academy Water and Sanitation District, May 7

Merger is off; district looking at financing options
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Are you tired of your deck? Or does your deck look tired?
Upgrade it with low-maintenance decking or new railings!

We also clean, sand and seal decks.
Free estimates and dry rot inspection

Bordersdeckcare.com or bordersdeck@hotmail.com

15% OFF 

Deck Cleaning and Sealing

New Customers Only. Good through 6/30/08.

481�9021
1728 Lake Woodmoor Dr.

www.FitnessArchitects.com

PERSONAL TRAINING
Joining a club does not guarantee 
success. Using a personal trainer will 

make all the difference.
� Lose Weight 
� Increase Flexibility 
�Exercise Safely 
� Improved Results

Introductory Private Training 
Specials with Susan.

5
sessions 
$210

3
sessions 
$135

Summer 
Membership Sale!

1 year only $299 
6 months only $180 

Includes classes and enrollment fee
Limited time offer. 

Guaranteed lowest 
rates of the season!
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By John Heiser
At the Donala Water and Sanitation District Board of Di-
rectors meeting May 21, two board members elected May 
6 were sworn in. Dana Duthie, Donala’s general manager, 
reported that the total costs for expanding the wastewater 
treatment plant are expected to exceed $16 million. The 
plant is jointly owned with the Triview and Forest Lakes 
metropolitan districts. The new cost projection represents 
about a 60 percent overrun compared to the original esti-
mate.

George and Schendzielos sworn-in
On May 6, Bill George and Dale Schendzielos were 
elected to four-year terms. George takes the place of for-
mer board member Ed Houle, who served 8 years, 4 years 
as president, and was term-limited. Schendzielos is an 
incumbent. 

Board member Dennis Daugherty swore in George 
and Schendzielos. 

Officers elected
The following were unanimously elected as the officers 
of the board: Daugherty as board president, Tim Murphy 
as board vice president, and Schendzielos as secretary-
treasurer. Dick Durham, the fifth board member, was also 
present for the May 21 meeting.

Wastewater treatment plant 
expansion costs increase

Duthie reported:
• The preliminary treatment building is on-line and the 

system is 100 percent on the new pump station. 
• The heating and air conditioning subcontractor 

selected by Weaver, the general contractor, was 
found not to be licensed and did not obtain the 
proper permits so the work cannot be inspected by 
the regional building department. This is holding 
up work on the administration building. The general 
contractor is arranging for a licensed subcontractor to 
complete the work.

• As reported in the January issue of OCN, cracks 
appeared when some of the new walls at the 
wastewater treatment plant were leak tested. The 
problem was traced to errors made by a structural 
engineering subcontractor. Some of the cracking is 
bad enough that a 6-inch thick patch will be required. 
The structural engineer will pay to fix the problem.

• The water line to the plant from the Forest Lakes 
district has not yet been chlorinated.

• Roger Sams of engineering firm GMS is working on 
a new discharge permit. There are potential water 
quality problems with Monument Creek, which 
receives the effluent from the plant. Colorado Springs 
claims that it is “an effluent-dominated creek,” which 
carries additional regulatory requirements.

• Due to the cost of propane, the district is working with 
Aquila to get natural gas piped to the plant. Aquila 
says that they do not have sufficient gas pressure 
at Struthers Ranch and so would need to pipe the 
gas south from Mitchell Avenue, which is a more 

Donala Water and Sanitation District, May 21

Two board members sworn-in; wastewater plant 
costs expected to exceed $16 million

Studio Info:
Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858 

Other Instructors:   
Lauralee 460-5649  Rebecca 659-7667,

Schedule for June 
Monday
1:00-2:30 pm       Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
6:00-7:15 pm        Beginning Yoga   Rebecca/Sue 
Tuesday
9:00-10:25 am     Level I-II Yoga          Raleigh 
10:35-noon          All Levels Yoga          Sue 
6:30-8:00 pm      All Levels Yoga          Sue
Wednesday
9:30-11:00 am      Level I Yoga             Raleigh 
5:30-6:45 pm      PM Yoga For All        Raleigh 
7:00-8:15 pm       Power Yoga              Lauralee 
Thursday 
6:30-7:45 am       All Levels Yoga         Sue 
1:00-2:30 pm       Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
Friday 
9:00-10:30 am     All Levels Yoga          Sue 
10:45-noon          Level I-II Yoga          Raleigh 
Saturday        
9:15-10:45 am      All Levels Yoga          Sue 

Class Fees: $13 drop-in, $10 with multi-class card

Yoga Pathways Studio 
325 2nd. St.  Suite W in the Monteverde Bldg.  Monument 

Sattvic Stuff 
  the yoga & healthy living shop  

Tue. & Fri. 10:30-1:30; Wed. 4-8; 
before & after classes Sharon 481-0599  

Come check out our new arrivals! 

Essential Oils workshop in July 

Check our website for vacation
updates in summer! 

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com Monument Academy
Golf Tournament

Monday, June 23, 2008 
Woodmoor Pines Country Club 

Shot-gun start at 8 am 
Four-person Team Scramble 

Prizes awarded for first
through fourth place teams 

Individual contest holes 
$125 per player 

For more information, 
contact Walt Marty 719-488-9279 or 

www.monumentacademy.net

Benefitting educational 
excellence and support 
of MA's new school. 

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Paul Cardon           Dr. Bud Gerathy

Kitchen  &  Bath 
Design ~ Remodel ~ Renovation

Distinctive Designs Since 1980
F r e e  E s t i m a t e s       

Stone    Tile    Granite

800-709-3289

Custom Paint ing
Faux Finish & Textures

Creative Designs Since 1980

Free Estimates      
Call Tammy at:

800-709-3289







Cha t e au 
B e l l e
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800-709-3289

Room Enhancement & Decor
For Your Home of Office

Professional Service for over 20 years
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expensive route.
• The total cost for the plant expansion is now expected 

to exceed $16 million, which is an overrun of about 
$6 million compared to the original estimate. Duthie 
said the overrun was partially due to escalating costs 
for concrete and steel. He noted that one part of the 
project that could be deferred for a few years would be 
$1.12 million to add a second biosolids press and the 
associated building.

Golf course development 
raises concerns

Duthie noted that some Gleneagle residents raised com-
plaints over the district’s offer to provide service to the 
proposed townhome development on the Gleneagle golf 
course. Because the original developer deeded the water 
rights under the golf course to the district, Duthie said 
Donala is obligated to provide service to the golf course 
as long as the amount of water required remains within the 
amount allocated. He noted that the amount of water be-
ing requested for the townhome development is about the 
same as the amount of water currently being used by that 
portion of the golf course.

Some have suggested that this is just the first step 
toward development of the entire golf course. Duthie said 
that residential development of the entire golf course is out 
of the question because the district cannot commit to serve 
that many dwelling units. 

Resident Warren Gerig asked if replacing 9-holes of 
the golf course with residential development would be 
possible. Duthie said he would have to see the specific pro-
posal. He added that he thought a proposal like that would 
not be approved.

The El Paso County Board of County Commissioners 
is responsible for approving or disapproving any develop-
ments on the golf course. 

District reports test results for 
pharmaceuticals and personal 

care products (PPCPs)
As reported in the April 5 issue of OCN (“Donala to test 
for pharmaceuticals in the water”), the district conducted 
tests looking for 88 PPCPs in its well water and the effluent 
from the wastewater treatment plant. According to Duthie, 
the district’s well water was found to be free of the 88 con-
stituents; however, the effluent sample contained signifi-
cant amounts of painkillers, antibiotics, anti-depressants, 
steroids, and other PPCPs.

Other matters
• Duthie reported that three of the nine participants in 

the district-sponsored xeriscaping pilot project have 
started work. (See article on page 20.)

• The irrigation rationing program started May 26 and 
runs through September 1. Odd numbered addresses 

may irrigate only on Mondays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays. Even numbered addresses may irrigate 
only on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. 
Additional information including the schedule for 
commercial and multi-unit buildings is posted at 
www.donalawater.org/Rationing.html.

• During the three months from February 1 through 
April 30, the district’s $5.7 million in investments 
managed by Davidson Fixed Income Management 
showed a yield of 4.35 percent, achieving a goal of 
beating the Colotrust Plus fund, which yielded 3.08 
percent during the same period. The weighted average 
maturity of the district’s investments is 6 months. 

• Duthie reported on the Pike Peak Regional Water 
Authority (PPRWA) committee meetings and the 
general meeting May 21. For more information, see 
the PPRWA article on page 18. 

• El Paso County owns three lots next to Roller Coaster 
Road adjacent to Fox Run Regional Park. They range 
from about 5.6 acres to about 6.7 acres. One of them 
has a rental house on it. Two of them have wells in the 
Dawson aquifer. By intergovernmental agreement, the 
district owns most of the groundwater under the park. 
Due to its budget crisis, the county is considering 
selling the lots but cannot do that without rights to the 
water for those parcels. One county option would be 
to have the lots included in and receive water service 
from the Donala district. In that case, the lots could be 
replatted into about eight 2.5-acre lots. The county is 
reviewing the options.

• The board unanimously approved providing service to 
a proposed replatting of a Chaparral Hills lot owned 
by Pat and Ken Brier into two lots. Duthie noted that 
the lot is within the circle of influence of Donala’s 
wells.

• Duthie noted that residents in Sun Hills who wish to 
be included in Donala face a difficult obstacle because 
the homeowners’ association reportedly owns the 
rights to the water under their land. For inclusion, 
Donala requires that the water rights be deeded to the 
district.

Following the public meeting, the board went into an 
executive session to discuss personnel, negotiations, and 
water purchase issues. 

Following the executive session, the board unani-
mously approved a pay raise for operator Mike Lavin.

**********
The Donala board will hold its next regular meeting on 
Wed., June 18 at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala office, 15850 Hol-
bein Drive. Meetings are normally held at 1:30 p.m. on the 
third Wednesday of each month. The district’s Web site is 
at www.donalawater.org.

Custom Home on 4+ Beautiful Acres 
Meadow, Trees, Woods, & Foothill Views. 
4BR, 4BA, 2+GA. 12x20 Sunroom. Large 
Country Kitchen w/Slab Granite, New Ce-
ramic Range/Oven & Refrigerator, Breakfast 
Bar. New Carpet & Vinyl Windows. Formal 
DR & LR. Walkout bsmt. $479,900. (ID 6023) 

Prime 2.82-acre lot in Forest View Estates 
Rare opportunity! You can build a custom home, private garage and 
guest house on this property. It�s lightly treed and has 360 degree 
foothill, city and rock formation views. $260,000. (ID 6013)

Light! Bright! and Beautiful! 
This home stands tall on a .28 acre corner 
cul-de-sac lot, offering PPK & Front Range 
Mtn. Views. 4/4/3. Large Great Room, Study, 
2 Family Rooms & Rec. Rm. Formal DR & LR, 
A/C, Walk-out basement. $379,900. (ID 6033)

The Homa Team 
Jacqueline & John Homa 

(719) 488-2224

For More Details Call 1-800-613-6041 & Enter the ID or call us 

Appointments: (719) 433-6993

60 minute Reflexology or Massage 

Therapy session: 

$35*

*(New Client Special: Mon-Fri 8-4) 
(After 5 or Saturdays $45)

Kimmy Fakler, MA. OTR, LMT,NCTMB, Kimmy Fakler, MA. OTR, LMT,NCTMB, Kimmy Fakler, MA. OTR, LMT,NCTMB, 
Certified in Integrated Foot, Hand, & Ear ReflexologyCertified in Integrated Foot, Hand, & Ear ReflexologyCertified in Integrated Foot, Hand, & Ear Reflexology

Kimmy�s Therapeutic Kimmy�s Therapeutic Kimmy�s Therapeutic 
Massage & Bodyworks,Massage & Bodyworks,Massage & Bodyworks,LLCLLCLLC

Prepare for summer with an Integrated 
Foot, Hand, & Ear Reflexology or Massage 

Therapy Session! 

Reflexology is the study, science, & art of using specific touch 
techniques on reflex maps resembling a shape of the human 
body that are believed to exist on the feet, hands, & ears.  

It helps create relaxation and stress reduction.

Piano Lessons
A distinctive environ-

ment for learning.
Now accepting 
new students. 

484-0192Call Pam Brunson

June Burnett Host a Dove Chocolate 
Tasting Party in your home or 
at your office. Learn to make 
your OWN chocolate candies 
with our awesome tools! 

Phone: 719-660-3391
E-mail: Junes_Chocolate@yahoo.com 

Share the Sweet Life! 

Dove Chocolate at Home 
New to Colorado! 

Independent Chocolatier 
www.JunesChocolate.com

At the ceremony June 
4, appreciation was ex-
pressed to 
• Woody Woodworth 

for the original 
concept of the 
concerts in the park

• Si Sibel for providing 
the temporary band 
shell in the form of 
his big trailer.

• Kelly McGuire for 
making the trailer 
accessible and safe 
for every concert.

• HMMA Members 
for diligently 
collecting money at 
every concert to defray the cost.

• Those performers who have chosen to perform for 
free, donating their money to the cause.

• Lucy McGuire for being a constant pebble in the shoe 
of all concerned until now.

• The loyal fans who have attended concerts in all 
manner of weather and fed the kitty with money and 
hope. 

• Those who are making all the dreams of all the 
above into reality: Fred L. Robinson, president of 

Robinson Construction, John P. Nelson of Nelson 
associates, the firms of MCM Engineering and 
Parker Excavation. All of whom have donated their 
professional expertise and time to help complete this 
project. 

Pictured (L to R): John Nelson, Nelson Associates, vol-
unteer architect for the project; Fred Robinson, Robinson 
Construction; Woody Woodworth, High Country Home 
and Garden; Kelly McGuire, volunteer; Tommie Plank, 
Monument trustee; and Bryon Glenn, Monument. Photo 
by Mike Wicklund.

Limbach Park band shell groundbreaking
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By Jim Kendrick
On May 27, four of the five directors of the Triview Met-
ropolitan District were sworn in for new terms in the first 
regular board meeting after the district’s contested elec-
tion on May 6. 

Rick Blevins of Vision Development asked the Triv-
iew board to consider waiving about $180,000 it would 
ordinarily receive in new construction impact fees for a 
new building Vision would build on its vacant parcel just 
north of Monument Marketplace. The waiver would be an 
incentive to reduce the initial annual lease for Colorado 
Department of Corrections to rent 85,000 square feet in 
the building. 

The district’s auditor, Tom Sistare of Hoelting and Co. 
Inc., presented a summary of his unqualified audit for dis-
trict operations in 2007, the highest audit rating possible. 

New directors sworn in
Pete Susemihl, the district’s attorney, swore in recently 
appointed incumbent Directors Bob Eskridge and Steve 
Fisher, who were formally elected on May 6 as well as 
newly elected Directors Steve Cox and Steve Remington. 
Incumbent Director Julie Glenn is half-way through her 
first four-year term and was not up for election this year. 

By acclamation, the board elected Eskridge to con-
tinue as board president, with Fisher taking over as vice 
president and Remington becoming secretary-treasurer. 

The board unanimously passed a resolution prais-
ing the dedication and hard work of former long-term 
director Joe Martin and recently appointed director Mark 
Veenendaal and thanked them for their service to the dis-
trict. 

Vision asks for reduced taxes or fees for 
office building

Blevins said his company will propose construction of a 
three- or four-story office building specifically designed to 
provide administrative office space for upper management 
of the state Department of Corrections. The department 
needs 85,000 square feet for 310 employees initially. The 
space requirement will grow to 100,000 square feet in 10 
years and 150,000 square feet in 20 years. The required lot 
size is 6-9 acres.

Vision will make three separate proposals for con-
struction of this office building on three lots in Monument. 
The lot within Triview is 20 acres on the north side of the 
Monument Marketplace between Jackson Creek Parkway 
and I-25. The other two vacant Vision lots are north of the 
Triview boundary at Higby Road, on either side of the 
new YMCA building across Jackson Creek Parkway from 
Lewis-Palmer High School. The vacant lot north of the 
YMCA is 11 acres, while the southern lot is 8 acres. 

Blevins asked the board to allow him to say in his 
preliminary bid for the Triview lot that up to $180,000 in 
waived impact fees and/or rebated taxes would be consid-
ered as an incentive to reduce the lease Vision 

would charge each year of a 10-20 year lease. 
There was a half-hour discussion of how much rev-

enue could be expected from a tax-exempt entity using a 
2-inch water tap and 1-inch irrigation tap in a rented office. 
Susemihl was asked to research how much of an incentive 
could be offered without violating the numerous bond debt 
agreements Triview has entered into since 1987. 

Blevins estimated that the agency’s employees would 
initially generate about $60,000 per year in Triview sales 
tax revenue. Eskridge suggested increasing the maximum 
incentive to $200,000 over five years. Acting District 
Manager Ron Simpson replied that a total of $180,000 
in district impact fees would be generated and that he 
believed all property tax revenue was committed first to 
bond debt payments. 

The consensus of the board was that Blevins could 
tentatively offer up to $180,000 in incentives for the first 
round of bidding unless research by Simpson and Susemi-
hl revealed constraints that would lower that maximum. 

The board had recently imposed increased impact 
fees to provide more income to address a growing district 
backlog of deferred street and utility infrastructure main-
tenance. The fees were later determined to be so high that 
they stopped nearly all new commercial development. The 
board then reduced these impact fees to try to stimulate 
commercial building to increase sales tax and utility ser-
vice revenue. 

Blevins’ request in effect is for a complete impact 
fee waiver for the Department of Corrections bid. Glenn 
asked how the district could waive all the fees for Vision 
Development for this project and not be expected to waive 
them for every other developer of a commercial project in 
the future. 

Blevins noted that he would ask for similar fee waiv-
ers and/or tax rebates from the town for its two lots. 
Blevins has to submit his initial proposal by June 18. If 
Vision is selected for the final round of bids, Triview and 
the Board of Trustees would have to give very specific eco-
nomic inducements to compete with developers in Pueblo, 
Colorado Springs, and Castle Rock. 

2007 audit presented
Sistare gave a concise summary of his audit report. The 
district’s accountant, Jim Thieme, also attended the ses-
sion. Sistare noted that drinking-water sales revenue is 
increasing and may eventually equal or exceed the total 
cost of production. There were no board comments or 
questions on the content of the audit and no management 
recommendations from Sistare on any need to improve 
district procedures, controls, or policies. 

The board thanked Sistare and Thieme, as well as 
Simpson and District Administrator Dale Hill for wrap-
ping up the audit early to expedite approval of a Colorado 
Water Resources and Power Development Authority sub-
sidized low-interest loan of $2 million. 

Triview applied for this second authority loan in 2007 
to pay its half of the cost overruns for the expansion of the 
Upper Monument Creek Regional Wastewater Treatment 
Facility. The board added 10 mills to the district’s 2008 
property tax to pay for this latest loan. 

The authority had already lent Triview and Donala 
Water and Sanitation District $5 million each for their 
shares of the cost of the original facility expansion design-
build contract. Donala has already received approval for 
its second loan of $2 million. The authority had recently 
asked for a copy of the 2007 audit that would show Triview 
could repay both loans in its current financial condition 
before it would authorize the second Triview loan. All of 
the Triview funds from the $5 million loan have already 
been spent on the ongoing expansion project. 

Expansion of the wastewater facility’s capacity is 
mandatory if construction is to continue in Triview. Total 
growth projections within Triview will require it to pay the 
entire cost for another facility expansion after the current 
construction is completed. Co-owners Donala and Forest 
Lakes Metropolitan District will have all the capacity they 
will ever need at the completion of the current project. 

Simpson reviewed the details of bids offered by four 
contractors for work to construct water lines for wells A4 
and A8. Additional information was required from each 
for tying in irrigation. Pate Construction was awarded the 
contract as the lowest bidder on the condition that it re-
mained the lowest bidder after the costs for the additional 
work from each of the bidders were added to their original 
bids. 

Simpson reported that the final cost of having Monu-
ment Ridge developer Craig Anderson install a water line 
under the new portion of Struthers Road to provide an 
emergency connection with Donala was about $229,000, 
which is $60,000 higher than originally estimated by 
Anderson’s firm, NAI Highland Commercial Group LLC. 
Simpson noted that Triview has no money to repay Ander-
son for the installation. The board asked Simpson to get 
specific information on the reasons and justifications for 
the cost overrun. 

After noting that the district had no funds for reim-
bursement, the board agreed to offer Anderson a prom-
issory note for the cost of installation rather than allow 
Anderson to apply the $229,000 toward fees for the Chase 
Bank to be built on the southeast corner of Baptist and 
Struthers Roads. 

The board went into executive session at 6:38 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting will be at 5 p.m. on July 22 at the district 
offices, 174 Washington St. Meetings are normally held on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month. Information: 488-6868. 

Triview Metropolitan District Board, May 27

Board to consider fee waiver for corrections building 
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Wescott FPD opens door to raise safety awareness
By David Futey

On May 17, the first annual Summer Safety Fair and Open 
House at the Donald Wescott Fire Station provided visi-
tors with an overview of potential hazards they may face 
and explored preventive measures they can take during the 
upcoming summer months. It is during the summer when 
many of us take greater advantage of the outdoors through 
hiking, biking, or driving to our vacation destination and 
thus presenting us hazards we may not encounter at other 
times of the year. 

Firefighter and Emergency Medical Technician Val-
erie Marshall stated that the intent of the event was to raise 
community awareness for potential hazards associated 
with the summer months and to emphasize safety in our 
community. A variety of safety-oriented organizations 
took part in the event, including the Tri-Lakes Monument 
Fire Department; the Rocky Mountain Cancer Center, 
which provided information on skin cancer; the El Paso 
County Wildland Fire Suppression Team, which discussed 
camping regulations in regard to campfires and the hazards 
that could occur and preventive measures to take where 
wild land and urban environments interface such as in the 
Sun Hills area; and Gleneagle Golf Course and Swimming 
lifeguards, who offered information on water safety. 

Also participating were Disaster Restoration Inc., 
which provides on-site rehabilitation services for firefight-
ers and victims of incidents until the Red Cross arrives; 
Penrose Hospital’s Flight for Life and Memorial Hospital’s 
Memorial Star emergency flight helicopters; American 
Medical Response ambulance service; and Wescott Fire 
Department. 

Visitors could pick up a variety of safety information 
from the represented organizations, climb into fire en-
gines and tenders, or take a seat in one of the helicopters. 
Wescott Chief Jeff Edwards said the timing of this event 
was very complementary to the open house held in the fall 

at the fire station because when combined, the events help 
to emphasize safety year-round. The Wescott Fire Depart-
ment has held a fall open house in past years and will do 
so again in October. 

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board, May 21

New directors sworn in
By Jim Kendrick

Scott Campbell and Dennis Feltz, who were elected to 
four-year terms, and Greg Gent, who was elected to a two-
year term, were sworn in on May 21 by outgoing Donald 
Wescott Fire Protection District Board Chairman Brian 
Ritz. Wescott Chief Jeff Edwards presented plaques to 
Ritz and outgoing Director Joe Potter and thanked them 
for their service as board members. Each of the current 
board members thanked them as well. Ritz and Potter ex-
pressed their thanks for all the support they had received 
while serving on the board. 

The board members then unanimously elected incum-
bent Director Kevin Gould as chairman, Gent as secretary, 

and Feltz as treasurer. The board unanimously approved a 
resolution increasing the pay of all board members from 
$75 to $100 per meeting in accordance with a recent revi-
sion in state statutes. 

Gould suggested that the new board members meet 
in a workshop or retreat to discuss their goals for the next 
two years. Incumbent Director Bill Lowes suggested that 
the directors talk to members of each of the three shifts to 
reacquaint themselves with the paid and volunteer staff, as 
well as the facilities and equipment, to better understand 
how to sustain the district’s camaraderie. 

The board unanimously approved rescheduling the 
semi-annual volunteer pension board meeting to 6:30 p.m. 

on June 18 at Station 1 on Gleneagle Drive. 
Based on the comments from the staff regarding 

the poor performance of Osborne, Parsons and Rosa-
cher to date in performing the 2007 audit and the su-
perior responsiveness of Hoelting and Co. to requests 
for assistance that backed up “glowing reviews” from 
Triview Metropolitan District and Donala Water and 
Sanitation District, the board unanimously approved 
switching to Hoelting to complete the Wescott audit. 

Chief Edwards reported on recent structure fire 
and wildfire responses, upgrade training completed 
and scheduled by staff members, and progress on 
purchasing and equipping a new chief’s vehicle for ap-
proximately $34,000. The budgeted amount for the new 
vehicle was $40,000. 

Edwards noted that the district would conduct 
physical agility testing for new hires on June 7 at the 
Air Force Academy fire training center. Those who pass 
will then take written tests, followed by interviews, to 
qualify for district openings over the next year. He also 
reported that there have been no worker compensation 
claims for over three years, which significantly reduces 
the cost of insurance. 

Edwards recommended that the district donate its 
third pumper truck to one of the four Crowley County 
departments. Edwards said the Colorado State Fire 
Chiefs’ Association would provide some financial sup-
port for repairing the pumper prior to this donation. 
Wescott recently donated another excess pumper truck 
to a fire department in Louisiana after it lost its equip-

ment to Hurricane Katrina. 
Assistant Chief Vinny Burns reported that the district 

was applying for a federal grant of $675,000 with a dis-
trict match of $75,000 to pay for a $750,000 ladder truck 
that is needed to serve the many new tall buildings in the 
district’s coverage area. 

Volunteer firefighter Elyze Wermel reported her 
progress in obtaining a grant from Wal-Mart for automatic 
external defibrillators for several District 20 schools. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on June 18 at Sta-
tion 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. Meetings are normally 
held on the third Wednesday of the month. Information: 
488-8680. 

Above: (L-R) Gabrielle Young and Evan Futey enjoy 
a seat in the Flight for Life helicopter from Penrose 
Hospital at the Donald Wescott Fire Department’s 
Summer Safety Fair and Open House May 17. 
Photo by David Futey.

Above: Outgoing Donald Wescott Fire Protection 
District Board Chairman Brian Ritz (left) swears 
in Directors Scott Campbell, Dennis Feltz, and 
Greg Gent on May 21.  These three directors were 
elected to office by the district’s voters on May 6.  
Photo by Jim Kendrick.
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By Susan Hindman
Barbara Kelly and Roger Lance may have won the May 
election to the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire District board, 
but they haven’t quite won everyone’s hearts yet. Kelly, 
who has never attended a board meeting, and Lance, 
who said he has been to one, were questioned about their 
motives by a district resident and taken to task by board 
Treasurer John Hildebrandt for their published statements 
before the election.

Resident Gloria Ingram asked the two why they 
wanted to be on the board. Kelly, a two-year resident of 
the Tri-Lakes district, said, “I have firefighter friends. It’s 
a chance for me to grow with this community…. Our Fire 
Department is excellent.… It’s an opportunity to share and 
give my expertise.”

Lance, a 15-year resident, said, “I’ve watched this Fire 
Department grow from somewhat of a chaotic era to a de-
partment that’s really on the right track. I’ve been around 
to every station, every shift, and tried to meet everybody…
. As a member of the board, our number-one responsibility 
is to serve taxpayers…. Our second obligation is to serve 
the people who make that happen (the firefighters).”

Ingram responded, “There have been rumors going 
around, and citizens have worked very hard to get these 
districts combined. I just want to make sure there isn’t any 
hanky-panky, that’s all.”

Hildebrandt took Kelly and Lance to task for the can-
didacy statements the two made in recent newspapers. 

“I am upset with both of you and the stance that you 
have taken,” he said, adding that what they wrote was 
incorrect. “Being a training ground for firefighters that 
are going other places? One person. Not having work-
ing relationships with neighboring departments? Not so. 
We take it to heart. We have put in countless hours and 
heartfelt feelings for this department. And to have stuff 
come out….” He said he believed their lack of attendance 
at previous meetings “is a problem.”

“Another point I want to make, especially when it goes 
to hanky-panky, I want to bring it up now. You do have a 
relative as a member of an adjacent department,” Hildeb-
randt said, directing his comment to Lance, whose son 
is a firefighter with the Wescott Fire Protection District. 
“Those are things that are important for our constituents 
to understand and to know about. I don’t necessarily have 
a problem with that. But we have gone through some very 
difficult times with negotiations that have brought this 
department to where it is currently…. We feel good about 
where we are now and what we have done.” 

Budget ups and downs
In his treasurer’s report, Hildebrandt said that although ex-
penses were over the estimate by $15,742, income is over 
the estimate by $21,985. Much of the expense increase was 
driven by one-time costs, such as insurance and the audit, 
but it “will normalize as the year goes as it did last year. 
It’s a function of how we pay bills.” Overtime expenses 
were also up—these “carried on a little longer than I an-

ticipated,” according to Chief Rob Denboske. Hildebrandt 
said that overall, “We’re tracking pretty close.” 

Director Charlie Pocock suggested that with owner-
ship tax and impact fee collections down, the budget may 
need to be redone in June, saying he didn’t see those fees 
“correcting themselves.” “We’re scheduled to take on ad-
ditional people in the third quarter, and it may be that we 
want to rethink that,” he added. Hildebrandt responded by 
noting there is $231,000 in the contingency fund. 

Goodbyes and hellos
This was the final meeting for four longtime board mem-
bers—Rod Wilson, John Hartling, Keith Duncan, and Si 
Sibell—and one, Harv Simms, who stepped in to fill a 
board vacancy in January. The outgoing members were 
given certificates of appreciation for their service. Presi-
dent Tim Miller thanked the five, saying “The community 
is better served for your efforts.”

Before he left, Sibell quipped that when he was “with 
the old Monument volunteer fire department, we never lost 
a basement.”

The new board—now with seven members instead of 
10 because of the combination of the former Woodmoor-
Monument and Tri-Lakes fire protection districts—con-
sists of President Tim Miller, Vice President Rick Barnes, 
Treasurer Hildebrandt, and directors Bill Ingram, Pocock, 
Lance, and Kelly. The board voted to retain the officers 
and elected Ingram as secretary. 

********
The Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District meets 
the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Station 1, 
18650 Highway 105 (next to the bowling alley). The next 
meeting is June 25. For more information, call Chief Den-
boske at 481-2312 or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com.

Support Our Community, Shop Tri-Lakes

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, May 28

New board members challenged on 
their comments, motives

� Children & Adult Eye Exams 
� Laser Vision Consultant 
� Contact Lenses & Eyeglasses 

We Match Faces  
and Frames! 

Dr. William 
Hallmark, O.D. Authorized Oakley Dealer 

Red Rocks 
Ranch�s own 
Leah 
Dunphey,
aspiring artist, 
pianist, singer, 
dancer, 
gymnast and 
cooking
enthusiast is 
frame-styled 
to suit her very 
active lifestyle! 

New Patient Special!

$40 OFF$40 OFF
Comprehensive Eye Exam
Must present coupon when service is provided.

May exclude some insurance plans.  
Good through July 31, 2008.

488-9595
In Monument

Behind Taco Bell

www.premiervision.com 

WANTED: SENIOR EXECUTIVE 
RECRUITER 

Our industry is called �Executive Search� because we find 
executives � and engineers, and scientists, and geologists 
and miners and sales and marketing people and many, 
many other titles � for companies in many industries in 
every state in the Union and for companies in twenty-five 
or more foreign countries around the world. We are 
WOODMOOR GROUP, INC. and we are the Number One 
search firm headquartered in Colorado. Our clients range 
from Fortune 500 to small start-ups.

For fourteen plus years, we have worked to expand our 
client company base beyond a thousand corporations � and 
we�ve been successful, multi-millions of dollars successful 
every year. We are successful because we care that our 
clients and candidates are the best (extraordinary, in fact). 

We need two or three exceptional people to join our 
upcoming training class on recruiting, people who have fire 
in the belly, people who are looking for an income that can 
be (and is currently with some of our recruiters) in the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. You can do it if you think 
you can � and commission work is the highest paid type of 
sales income in America. Is it for everybody? No, it isn�t. 

Then who makes a great recruiter? Answer: Someone who 
loves people, because we are in the people business. 
Someone who is money-oriented, someone who is 
entrepreneurial, and someone who learns easily and uses 
what he or she learns. Someone who wants to excel and is 
willing to work hard enough to make that happen. 

If you become one of our associates you can also expect 
401K, health insurance, constant ongoing training, and the 
company of the best in the business. 

Please e-mail Kathleen Lennon at 
kklennon@woodmoor.com with your resume. 
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Monica Bobak, MBA 
Broker Associate 
719-339-3419

Over 2.5 acres of tall pines! Peaceful and 
private. Gourmet kitchen, executive office, 
large master suite and more! 5 bedrooms,  
3.5 baths. Main-level living. $569,500.

Custom Beauty in Wissler Ranch  

View this listing & the entire MLS at www.MonicaBobak.com
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ANIMAL MOVERS

Best Retirement Plan Ever!
Can be tax-deductible  
with tax-free payout.

Call 719-574-9544.
Honest, confidential advice. 
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Lewis-Palmer District 38 School Board Meeting, May 15

Board encouraged to support theater arts

By John Heiser
During citizen comments at the Lewis-Palmer District 38 
School board meeting May 15, Lewis-Palmer High School 
student Ryan Fabry spoke in support of the theater arts 
program and asked the board for continued funding and 
staffing. Paula Heinz and Cylinda Engelman, parents of 
students involved in the performing arts, also spoke on be-
half of the theater arts program. More than 50 supporters 
of the theater arts program attended the meeting.

In other citizen comments, Chuck Roberts thanked 
the board for its support for the Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance 
and Tim Nolan, 2008-09 President of the Lewis-Palmer 
Education Association (LPEA), thanked the school board 
members and administration for their efforts on behalf of 
the district. Nolan noted that the LPEA is in total support 
of the board pursuing the mill levy override. 

Community engagement 
with senior citizens

As part of the district’s implementation of the policy 
governance model, seniors Avis Cook, Red Stephens, 
and Roberts were invited to engage in a discussion with 
board members. Cook, Stephens, and Roberts answered 
such questions as: “What should the schools undertake to 
do a better job that the community would value?” “What 
do seniors think about today’s high school students?” and 
“What is the financial mindset of senior citizens in this 
area?” Everyone involved expressed the importance of 
promoting intergenerational activities and relationships.

Other matters
• Commendations – Dave Bott and Ricky Vestal, from 

the Maintenance and Grounds Department, were 
recognized for their dedication and hard work to com-
plete the playground project at Grace Best Elemen-
tary School. Virginia Monroe, sponsor for the middle 
school forensics teams, introduced award-winning 
team members Alex Benton, Zachary Dove, Britney 
Slade, Sophia Capp, and Michelle Chan. Students 
Molly Bush, Dominique Cruz, and Clio Wilkerson 
were commended for their prize-winning artwork.

• Community Engagement Committee created 
– Board members approved the membership of the re-
cently formed Community Engagement Committee. 
One purpose of this committee will be to assist the 
school board and district administration in achieving 
more effective communication with various segments 
of the local community. 

• Salary and wage schedules for 2008-09 – Cheryl 
Wangeman, Chief Operations Officer, presented the 
salary and wage schedules for the 2008-09 school 
year. Revised schedules for middle school coaches 
and activity sponsors were also recommended. The 
board approved the schedules, as well as associated 
policies that reflect the statement that any employee 
whose performance is deemed unsatisfactory will not 
be eligible for salary advancement.

• Final budget adjustments for 2007-08 – The board 
approved adjustments to the 2007-08 district budget, 
including adjustments to the building fund, capital 
reserve fund, and insurance fund.

• Early Childhood Education (ECE) Task Force 
report – Dr. Shirley Trees, Executive Director of El-
ementary Education, introduced members of the ECE 
Task Force to report on activities for 2007-08. Task 
Force members presented information from a recent 
preschool survey. The goal is to reframe the preschool 
education experience to meet the needs of all students. 
The district is also seeking to enhance the program 
delivery model and program options.

• Special Education Advisory Committee report – Ju-
lie O’Brien, Director of Special Education, reported 
briefly on the accomplishments of the committee, 
which included adopting bylaws, establishing com-
munication with families, 
developing a survey which 
will be used to assist in 
professional develop-
ment needs for staff, and 
providing feedback and 
recommendations regard-
ing center-based program 
entrance/exit criteria.

• Gifted education report 
– Dr. Susan Adams, Direc-
tor of Special Programs, 
provided a summary of the 
gifted education program 
for the 2007-08 school 
year. The report included 
information submitted by 
the GT facilitator at each 
school. A three-year plan 
is guiding the direction 
of the program and sets 
specific benchmarks in the 
areas of program delivery, 
student achievement, and 
professional development.

• Preliminary budget information for 2008-09 
– Wangeman presented the 2008-09 district budget 
for preliminary approval by the board. A public hear-
ing on the budget will be held on June 19 at 5:30 pm 
during the next regular monthly meeting of the board. 
Major focus areas for the district include increasing 
teacher compensation, ensuring that ending fund bal-
ances meet board requirements, enacting increased 
fees, and, improving food choices for students. All 
new funds received from the state will be directed 
towards compensation.

• Superintendent’s update – Superintendent Ray 
Blanch thanked the district administrative team, 
Wangeman, and the Finance Office for their hard 
work in preparing the 2008-09 budget. He also re-
ported that personnel policies have been recently re-
vised so that employees who are rated unsatisfactory 
or are placed on a remediation plan will not receive an 
increase in compensation until the areas of concern 
are resolved. Very few district employees are in this 
group. 

• Board member comments – Mark Pfoff stated that 
some of his special areas of interest and concern in-
clude student safety and security. After meeting with 
Hal Garland, the Director of Auxiliary Services, Pfoff 
reported he is very pleased with the district’s efforts to 
provide a safe and secure environment for all students. 
Jeff Cantlebary congratulated the board members for 
their team efforts to move the district forward. John 
Mann echoed Cantlebary’s comments, stating the 
board has worked very hard yet kept a sense of hu-
mor while successfully addressing some large issues. 
Board president Dee Dee Eaton noted there has been 
an increase in the fees in lieu of land that the district 
will receive from the Town of Monument, from $291 
to $1,350 per house. She also congratulated Ted Bel-
teau, Executive Director of Secondary Education, on 
his upcoming retirement, thanking him on behalf of 
the school board and district administration for all he 
has done for the district

• Consent agenda items – The board approved several 
routine matters concerning students, personnel, and 
finances, including an increase in student meal prices 
for the 2008-09 school year, the revised student fee 
schedule, and, contracts/tuition rates with Interna-
tional Salon and Spa Academy and Pikes Peak Com-
munity College.

**********
The Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board of Education 
normally meets on the third Thursday of each month at the 
District’s Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. 
The next regular monthly meeting of the board will be held 
June 19 at 5:30 p.m. with a reception at 5:00 p.m. to 5:20 
p.m. for those receiving commendations.

The district’s Web site is at www.lewispalmer.org. 
The Monument Academy Web site is at www.monum

entacademy.net. 

Lewis-Palmer High School student Ryan Fabry 
spoke in support of the theater arts program and 
asked the board for continued funding and staffing.

Private Tutoring 
Preschool & Elementary 

Grades

Lisa Psomas  
Licensed Teacher 

(719) 488-5936

Ms. Sarah Groh 

V O I C E  &  P I A N O
 L E S S O N S

All Ages! 
Beginner to Advanced 

Phone: 719-235-1646 
missionwalk@hotmail.com 

Above: Board president Dee Dee Eaton (R) commended Molly Bush, 
Dominique Cruz, and Clio Wilkerson for their prize-winning artwork. 
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By Harriet Halbig
The District 38 Accountability Advisory 
Committee held its final meeting of the 
2007-08 school year on May 13 at the Dis-
trict Learning Center.

Co-chairs Mary Perez and Betty 
Hutchinson welcomed the group, and a 
motion was sought and moved to approve 
the minutes of the previous meeting.

DeeDee Eaton, Board of Education 
president, then presented a legislative 
update. She said that Gov. Bill Ritter had 
not yet signed key legislation affecting 
education. 

Regarding School Improvement Plans, 
it was reported that the group is still trying 
to determine how much funding to request 
on the mill levy override planned for the 
November ballot. One attendee suggested 
that it is critical that teacher compensation 
be addressed while making this decision. 
A polling company has been retained to 
learn of voter opinion of the override. Re-
sults are due soon.

Construction of Palmer Ridge High 
School continues to be on time and on 
budget.

Budget review
An annual budget review by Cheryl Wange-
man followed. The District Accountability 
Advisory Committee provides input to the 
board regarding expenditures. During this 
past year, increases in faculty compensa-
tion were funded by state funds.

In the coming year, school lunches 
will improve in quality and will be in-
creased in price by about 25 cents.

Wangeman explained that school 
funding is based on the number of students 
in attendance on Oct. 1 of each school 
year. Half-day kindergarten students 
count as 58 percent of a full-time student. 
Home-schooled students who attend only 
limited classes each count as one-half full-
time student. She said that she anticipates 
having 70 fewer students in the coming 

year, and an increase of 50 at Monument 
Academy.

She explained that 86 percent of the 
district’s budget is for compensation of 
district employees. Some special-needs 
teachers are supported by grants.

Wangeman said there is concern about 
the cost of fuel and the need to spend re-
serves to cover it.

She said $8 million remains from the 
2006 bond issue. Most will be spent on 
Palmer Ridge High School. The remaining 
$1 million or so will be used for improve-
ments at Lewis-Palmer High School. She 
said the Board of Directors had recently 
toured Lewis- Palmer to determine what 
improvements are needed.

When asked why the district prefers 
cash in lieu of land donations from develop-
ers, Wangeman responded that the district 
cannot ask for land until a subdivision is 
large enough to require a new school. She 
praised the Town of Monument for raising 
the amount per new house paid by builders 
to the district from $200 to $1,350.

School programs
Following are reports on three programs 
from schools in the district.

Grace Best Elementary School held a 
Family Literacy Night on March 13. With 
520 students, Grace Best is the largest el-
ementary school in the district. 

Its goal was to focus on literacy and 
for every third-, fourth-, and fifth-grader to 
be at least at the 85 percentile level in test-
ing. It hopes to increase its baseline by 20 
percent by 2010 and increase community 
involvement by 40 percent.

The Family Literacy Night offered 
free dinner and free child care, with 
“make-and-take” activities for students 
and parents. The objective was to instill a 
love of reading at the preschool, primary, 
and intermediate levels. Each level had dif-
ferent activities to support this goal. Par-
ents are encouraged to read with students 

and discuss what they read.
After expecting only a few attend-

ees, the event ultimately hosted over 200 
people. Joy Quaite, the presenter of the 
program, praised Rotelli’s for being will-
ing to accommodate the large crowd and 
thanked faculty, staff, and teens for their 
willingness to help on short notice. 

Lewis-Palmer Middle School set a 
goal of 1 percent improvement per year 
on CSAP scores for three years. It is suc-
cessful with English Language Learners 
(formerly English as a Second Language) 
and chose this group for monitoring. About 
25 students per year fall into this category, 
about 3 percent of the school’s population. 
Most are Spanish-speaking, but several 
other languages are also represented. Stu-
dents may be referred by previous schools 
or may realize that they cannot function in 
a classroom environment with their pres-
ent level of proficiency.

One full-time language teacher and 
one half-time paraprofessional administer 
the program. They use the Rosetta Stone 
program to build vocabulary. In some 
cases, students spend four hours of their 
school day in this program. Others are seen 
on a pull-out basis for shorter periods. 

Starting in the fall, the school will use 
the Colorado English Language Assess-
ment system to decide on the effectiveness 
of its work. The school hopes to increase 
the number of English Language Learn-
ers who are proficient or advanced on the 
CSAP.

Finally, Shawn Cash, co-president 
of the Parent-Teacher Organization from 
Palmer Lake Elementary School, gave a 
presentation on the school’s Project Green 
Panthers.

This program, emphasizing recycling 
and the environment, has several goals. 
These are to teach children to recycle re-
sources, conserve water and energy, and to 
teach their families the lessons they have 
learned. The specific goals are to reduce 

the amount of waste leaving the school by 
20 percent and to reduce the use of water 
and energy by 10 percent.

Students take home a box to bring re-
cyclables to school. There is a box in each 
classroom for recyclables. Two team lead-
ers from each classroom teach recycling 
lessons to their classmates. Leaders also 
empty the boxes in the rooms into the large 
receptacles outside the school.

The program requires no school fund-
ing. The outdoor containers and services 
are donated by Tri-Lakes Disposal. Teach-
ers are not required to teach the lessons, 
as they are provided by an outside source, 
but the teacher must provide the time for 
the lessons.

A further advantage of the program 
is that the school becomes more involved 
with the community by providing recy-
cling service for the neighborhood.

So far, the school has recycled 12,000 
pounds of paper in three months. The 
proceeds, which support school activi-
ties, have exceeded $500. The service to 
the community will continue during the 
summer.

Kathy Wilcox of Lewis-Palmer El-
ementary School gave a brief talk about 
the Mill Levy Override Committee that 
recently formed. She said they have met 
with the group that opposed the previous 
mill levy, and that they are now in accord 
on the need for the new initiative. She said 
this should make promotion of the new ini-
tiative run more smoothly.

In conclusion, Co-Chair Mary Perez 
said she will be leaving the area and will 
therefore not be able to serve next year. 
Co-Chair Betty Hutchinson said she is 
willing to serve another year for continu-
ity. The group agreed to hold an election 
for new leadership over the summer.

**********
The District Accountability Advisory 
Committee will meet next in September.

D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee, May 13

Committee reviews budget and school programs

By Harriet Halbig
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 is offer-
ing a new community event this summer.

Called Big Red Saturday, it will be 
held each Saturday through Sept. 20 on the 
north side of the administration building at 
146 Jefferson St. in Monument. Times will 
be from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. each week.

Spokesperson Robin Adair said the 
district could not decide whether to call the 
event a fair or festival, so they settled on 
Big Red until there is a clearer idea of who 
will participate.

The event, held on the area where the 
Monument farmer’s market has been in 
past years, debuted on May 31. Present 
on this first Saturday were representatives 
from the library district, a booster club for 
Palmer Ridge High School, a Palmer Lake 
Tae Kwon Do team raising funds for a trip 
to the national championships, handcraft 
and jewelry vendors, and manufacturers 
of honey, dog treats, and household items. 

Adair said that future offerings will 
include a chainsaw artist, performers, and, 
later in the summer, produce, and fruit 
from the Western Slope.

She said that any student group wish-
ing to raise funds or perform may partici-
pate at no charge. For-profit vendors may 

participate for selected weekends or the 
entire season at a nominal cost.

Those wishing to participate in Big 
Red Saturday may contact the district at 
lewispalmer.org.

District 38 offers Big Red Saturdays for summer

Above: The Tri-Lakes Taekwondo Team at Big Red Sat.,May 31: Erin 
Tirpak, Emma Eberly, Mikayla Guill, Bret Mischlich (instructor), Quinn 
Tirpak, Duncan Salmon and Katie Salmon. The team qualified for the 
National Championship in Wisconsin in early July and are raising 
funds for the trip. They will be back at Big Red June 21. Photo by 
Harriet Halbig.

Above: Debbie Evans of Springs Sweet Honey 
was one of the participants in the first Big Red 
Saturday. Photo by Harriet Halbig.
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El Paso County Parks Department Open House, April 30

County considers Palmer Lake improvements
By David Futey

As reported in the May issue of 
Our Community News, the El 
Paso County Parks and Leisure 
Services Department held an 
Open House on April 30. The 
Open House, conducted at the 
Palmer Lake Town Hall, provid-
ed citizens with the opportunity 
to review the information and 
feedback collected thus far by the 

department regarding new facili-
ties and improvements to existing 
facilities in areas around Palmer 
Lake and specifically adjacent to 
the lake.

Representatives of the parks 
department included Neil Katz, 
manager, Planning and Services 
Division; Brian Kay, park plan-
ner; and Bill Campbell, north dis-
trict supervisor. Katz provided an 

opening summary about how the 
data presented at the Open House 
had been collected and the key 
findings. Three stations, provid-
ing various data summaries and 
a map of the area with proposed 
changes, were set up with Katz, 
Campbell, and Kay available for 
further discussion at each station. 
A combination of county and 
Palmer Lake properties would 

be used in this project depend-
ing on the particular addition or 
improvement. 

Katz identified establishing 
a long-term water source for the 
lake as the number one concern 
for those residents (135) who 
participated in the online survey. 
Two other commonly requested 
items from the survey and com-
munity forums were establishing 

a train viewing area and building 
a railroad pedestrian crossing. 
Katz noted the proposed ideas, 
if enacted, could greatly lend to 
the economic and social vitality 
of the Palmer Lake community. 
Based on feedback received at 
the event, a revised plan was 
presented to the Park Board on 
May 13. 

By Chris Pollard
About 180 people gathered May 
21 at the Pinecrest Events Center 
in Palmer Lake to hear an update 
on the gas well drilling proposal 
for the adjacent Pike National 
Forest. One new concern for rep-
resentatives of the Front Range 
Environmental Resource Coali-
tion (FRERC) was that some 
people in the community had 
been harassing Forest Service 
employees about the drilling 
proposals. 

They pointed out that the ha-
rassment would likely only harm 
any discussions with the Forest 
Service, the agency in charge of 
writing the Environmental As-
sessment. They suggested resi-
dents should direct their efforts 
to persuading county and other 
officials to write new regulations 
to control drilling, gas produc-
tion, and their associated effects.

Previous meetings had 
suggested an almost immedi-
ate issuance of the assessment 
documents, but FRERC repre-
sentatives said it will be two to 

four months before that hap-
pens, with the 30-day period for 
public comments following that. 
They reminded the audience that 
the content of those comments 
should be substantive and not 
just complaints. The Forest Ser-
vice had said it will give 15 days’ 
advance notice for the comment 
period.

In updated research on Dyad 
Petroleum, the company applying 
for the permit, they noted that 
Dyad has never drilled on For-
est service land before and has 
concentrated on offshore drill-

ing. The company has only eight 
employees. 

Exactly what rules and 
regulations apply to the drilling 
operation will depend on pending 
changes to oil and gas drilling 
regulations at the local, state and 
federal level.

Conversations have been 
held with representatives from 
the Air Force Academy, who also 
have concerns over their own wa-
ter supply but say they have had 
no feedback on actions Dyad has 
taken. FRERC will ask El Paso 
County to write oil and gas de-

velopment rules and is trying to 
plan a presentation to the County 
Commissioners. 

The more immediate goal 
of FRERC is to raise more funds 
to allow a proper professional 
evaluation of the assessment 
and to talk and work with other 
organizations that have been suc-
cessful in controlling or stopping 
gas drilling in other parts of the 
country.

**********
For information on the co-
alition and its efforts go to 
www.frerc.org.

Front Range Environmental Resource Coalition Community Meeting, May 21

Coalition presents update on proposed drilling

By Chris Pollard
Gene Hoffman of the Wood-
moor Golf and Country Club 
addressed the Woodmoor Im-
provement Association board 
May 27 to explain what was hap-
pening with the ponds on the golf 
course in north Woodmoor. The 
Woodmoor Water and Sanitation 
District had not included the golf 

course in its augmentation plans. 
State water officials had 

declared that the ponds were part 
of the tributary system, and the 
country club could no longer use 
water out of the ponds, includ-
ing the fourth and largest lowest 
pond, which was used as a reser-
voir to irrigate the golf course. 
Last September the club was 
told to drain the ponds, and since 
then it has been trying to work 
with the water district to file an 
augmentation plan. 

Additionally, in the process 
o f inspecting the ponds, an 

unused pipe was found under one 
of the dams that had the potential 
to compromise the dam’s stabil-
ity. This led to all four ponds 
ending up dry, and residents 
subsequently complained about 
blowing dust and the effect on 
home values. 

The augmentation problems 
have since been resolved. A dam 
construction company has been 
hired to fill the pipe with con-
crete, and Hoffman said he ex-
pected to be able to start refilling 
the ponds within the week.

Hoffman also noted that the 

club was working on resolving 
the pine beetle infestation in the 
golf course’s trees. 

Executive Director Camilla 
Mottl noted that a number of 
residents were concerned that 
the WIA was carrying excessive 
operating reserves. The WIA has 
$300,000 in cash in the operating 
reserves but a large portion of 
this is in receivables and assets, 
so that the real amount in assets 
is just over $100,000.

Woodmoor Improvement Association Board of Directors, May 27

Progress on golf course ponds reported

You are invited to tend:
Mountain View Electric Association�s

67th Annual Meeting of Members

Thursday, June 12, 2008
Lewis Palmer High School

1300 Higby Road, Monument
6-7 p.m. - Registration, Dinner & 

Entertainment by Woody Woodworth
7-8:30 p.m. - Business Meeting & Door Prizes 

($500, $300, $200 grand prizes + numerous cash prizes)
Free Childcare  & Bucket Truck Rides

719-495-2283, 719-775-2861, www.mvea.coop for more information.

Remember, it�s YOUR business!

Business Meeting Presentation ~
�Our Energy, Our Future�

A dialogue with America

Connie Jordan
Certified Brain Integration & 
Body Alignment Practitioner

cgjordan@brainandbodyworks.com

www.brainandbodyworks.com

17675 Charter Pines Drive
Monument, CO  80132

719-488-0378 home
719-243-0499 cell   719-488-1922 fax

Brain & Body 
Works



Page 30 Vol. 8 No. 6Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 31Sat., June 7, 2008

By Bill Kappel
Temperatures were a little cooler than normal for the 
month and precipitation was right about normal. We hit 
80° for the first time this year on the 21st, with the coldest 
morning touching the teens on the 2nd and 3rd. 

The first week of May started off with winter but 
ended with spring. Snow fell on the 1st with 2-5 inches 
accumulating around the region. This made for a beautiful 
sight, with the wet snow clinging to the trees much more 
proficiently than the drier snow that falls from November 
through March. High temperatures held in the low 40s on 
the 1st and 2nd, and overnight lows were in the teens and 
20s, well below average for this time of the year. The first 
weekend of the month turned out OK overall, as drier and 
more seasonal conditions moved in from the 3rd through 
the 5th. In fact, high temperatures warmed each day, going 
from the 50s on the 3rd to the 60s on the 4th, and into the 
70s on the 5th. Overnight lows were still chilly, as clear 
skies and dry air allowed temperatures to touch the teens 
and 20s each morning.

The week of the 5th started out on the warm and dry 
side, with highs in the 70s on the 5th and 6th before some 
changes rolled in. Higher levels of moisture moved into 
the area late on the 6th and stuck around through the be-
ginning of the weekend. Each day from the 7th through 
the 10th received measurable precipitation. Regular old 
thunderstorms developed on the 8th with several rounds 
of showers and storms moving through the area during the 
afternoon. Some of the thunderstorms contained pea-size 
hail at times. Cooler air began to work into the region as 
this pattern of unsettled weather continued to develop. 

As the cold air associated with the system moved over 
the area during the early morning hours of the 10th, a band 
of heavy snow deposited around an inch of snow above 
7,000 feet. Most of it melted by 10 a.m. on the 11th, so if 
you slept in you probably missed it. But scattered snow 
continued through the morning of the 11th before cool 
sunshine returned for the remainder of the day.

The week of the 12th started on the mild side with 
highs in the 70s on Monday afternoon, as gusty southwest 
winds blew in warm air ahead of a storm system moving 
through the Great Basin. Things changed quickly late in 
the afternoon as the storm moved through, with light rain 
developing during the evening. Temperatures were over 
30° colder the next day, with light snow and flurries off 
and on during the morning. There was a brief break before 
the next system rolled in, with seasonal conditions during 

the day on the 14th, but by evening the effects of the next 
storm were being felt. Light rain developed that evening, 
and by early the next morning a band of heavy snow de-
veloped. This dropped a quick 2-4 inches of snow that fell 
from 2 a.m. to 4 a.m. 

The 15th continued to be active, with several rounds 
of snow, graupel, ice pellets, and rain. Once this storm 
began to move out of the region the next morning, high 
pressure began to move into the region. This led to clear-
ing skies and warmer temperatures. Highs through the 
weekend jumped back into the 70s to near 80 by Sunday 
under mostly sunny to partly cloudy skies.

Our first true taste of summer-like weather started off 
the week of the 18th as high temperatures soared into the 
upper 70s and low 80s from the 18th through the 21st. Each 
day started off quiet and sunny, then partly cloudy skies 
developed during the afternoons. Winds were well-be-
haved through the period as well, making for very pleasant 
conditions. Cooler air began to move into the region late 
on the 21st and temperatures held in the 60s for highs from 
the 22nd through the first half of Memorial Day weekend. 
A few thunderstorms developed as well, but we were for-
tunate to miss out on the worst of the weather, as severe 
storms, including several tornadoes, damaged much of the 
region from Denver through southern Wyoming. 

The month ended on the warm and dry side with highs 
in the 70s from the 28th through the 31st. A few rounds of 
afternoon and evening thunderstorms did produce a little 
rain and lots of lightning on the 31st, hopefully a sign of 
wetter weather for June.

A look ahead
By June we can usually say goodbye to our chance of 
snow but hello to frequent afternoon and evening thunder-
storms. Two of the previous three Junes have seen at least a 
trace of snow in Tri-Lakes region, but most of the time we 
can expect warm, sunny days with afternoon and evening 
thunderstorms. June 2004 was much cooler and wetter than 
normal, and we had several days of hail. June 2004 also 
produced a tornado on Father’s Day, which touched down 
just north of Hodgen Road and moved through the north-
eastern section of High Forest Ranch. June 2005 was right 
on average, June 2006 started off dry and ended wet, while 
last year was a dry June. The official monthly forecast for 
June 2008, produced by the Climate Prediction Center 
(http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/
30day/), is calling for a normal month both for tempera-
tures and precipitation. For a complete look at monthly 

climate summaries for the Tri-Lakes region, please visit 
http://www.thekappels.com/ClimateSummary.htm.

May 2008 Weather Statistics
Average High    65.1° (-3.3°)
Average Low    32.6° (-4.9°)
Highest Temperature  80°F on the 21st 
Lowest Temperature  16°F on the 3rd 
Monthly Precipitation  1.52” (-0.12”)
Monthly Snowfall  7.9” (+2.1”)
Season to Date Snow   129.2” (-7.8”)
Season to Date Precip.  16.42” (-2.56”)
For more detailed weather information and Climatology 
of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit 
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm. 

Remember, weather affects all of us every day and is 
a very important part of life for us in the Tri-Lakes region, 
and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique weather 
event or have a weather question, please contact us at 
billkappel@ourcommunitynews.org.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.

Above: May 12 and the sign at Peoples Bank in 
Gleneagle reads 81 degrees. Photo by David Futey

May Weather Wrap
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines
Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on 
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has 
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form 
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the edi-
tor and include your full name, home address, and day and 
evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is recom-
mended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, and 
accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommunitynew
s.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. 

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send 
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowldege-
ment. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, please 
call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we have 
received your letter.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even when the letter writer is a reporter for OCN.

Clarifying fire district issues
In regards to statements made by candidates for the recent 
board election for the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection 
District (TLMFPD), I’d like to clarify for area residents 
two items mentioned several times by the various candi-
dates as being problems, when in fact they are not.

First, it was stated that the TLMFPD is lacking in our 
ability or willingness to operate with nearby fire districts. 
In actuality, we maintain mutual aid agreements with 
agencies and fire departments throughout the region, to in-
clude our membership in the North Group, which includes 
Black Forest, Donald Wescott, Falcon, Larkspur, Palmer 
Lake, and Woodmen Valley fire districts. In practice, the 
TLMFPD works with nearby districts on a routine and 
recurring basis, both in monthly planning meetings and in 
having them respond to incidents within our boundaries, 
and in our responding to incidents within their boundaries 
when we can be of assistance.

Second, it was stated that the TLMFPD should not 
serve as a training ground for other districts in the area, 

losing personnel after we have trained them. In a search of 
personnel records back to 2002, this issue describes only 
one firefighter. This firefighter stated that he was joining 
the Denver Fire Department because of his desire to fight 
more fires than he had been able to fight in his time with 
us—a condition I think all of us are thankful for. And, this 
firefighter continues to work for us as a part-timer. There 
were only two other resignations from the TLMFPD since 
2002, and both of these personnel were moving out of state 
to Florida.

The board of the TLMFPD takes its responsibilities to 
the residents, businesses, and taxpayers of the Tri-Lakes 
area very seriously. We have worked diligently to ensure 
we have modern stations and equipment, and since our 
most important assets are our personnel, we provide an at-
tractive pay and benefits package. The board will continue 
to do its best in the future to ensure the TLMFPD serves 
the area well.

Our regular board meetings are held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Station 1, 18650 
W. Highway 105, in Monument. I invite area residents to 
attend.
Tim Miller
TLMFPD Board president

Thank you
I look forward every month to reading OCN and read it 
more thoroughly than any other paper I get. It’s so refresh-
ing to read a paper that actually reports the news without 
inserting all kinds of editorial comments in every story 
attempting to slant it this way or that. Your paper simply 
reports the facts. You report on items that directly affect 
me and do so objectively and thoroughly. It’s the only pa-
per I come close to reading cover to cover. I love it when 
you report on a meeting that addresses some controversial 
issue and you report what was actually said by whom and 
don’t insert your own slant on things. You don’t speculate. 
You don’t exaggerate. You don’t predict. You report and 
it’s absolutely wonderful. Thank you for your wonderful, 
informative paper. 
Theresa Bighash

Gleneagle Golf Club’s proposal is out of 
bounds

On May 1, Gleneagle Golf Club (GGC) submitted a zoning 
change request and sketch plan amendment to the El Paso 
County Development Services Department.  Concurrently, 
GGC sent approximately 180 First Legal Notice letters to 
homeowners neighboring the golf course.  

The first submittal requests a rezone for a 10-acre 
parcel, including the driving range and adjacent open 
space, from the current RR-5 to Planned Unit Develop-
ment (PUD).  The second submittal requests approval of 
amendments (termed “minor” by the requestor) to sketch 
plans in the Master Plan from a driving range and open 
space to a 47-townhome development, uncomfortably 
close to existing communities and golf course fairways.   
The stated objective of this land use project is to finance a 
$1.5 million irrigation system for the golf course.

Following internal coordination of these submittals 
among various county and state agencies, the Devel-
opment Services Department will submit an approve/
disapprove recommendation to the county Planning 
Commission.  Then, in the August 2008 timeframe, the 
Planning Commission will hold a public meeting.  At this 
meeting, all interested parties may voice their support or 
opposition to the zoning change request and sketch plan 
amendment.  The Planning Commission will then submit 
an approve/disapprove recommendation to the Board of 

County Commissioners.  The County Commissioners will 
then hold a public meeting in the September 2008 time-
frame to rule on the zoning change request and the sketch 
plan amendment.

Every resident of the Gleneagle Community has a 
vested interest in the outcome of these submittals.  If the 
requestor can obtain a zoning change and a sketch plan 
amendment on this small parcel, it may subsequently re-
quest similar changes for the remainder of the golf course 
property, ultimately selling it all off for development.  This 
would leave Gleneagle “a planned golf course communi-
ty,” with no golf course at all.  The character of the entire 
community would be permanently altered, to the detri-
ment of all who live here.  Property values and assessed 
valuations would likely plummet.

A number of us have deep concerns for the integ-
rity of the Master Plan for this area.  Many Gleneagle 
residents bought in this beautiful community based on 
the current Master Plan (Tri-Lakes Comprehensive Plan 
and Gleneagle/Academy Sub-Area Plan).  If the Master 
Plan can be so dramatically altered by the approval of a 
“minor” sketch plan amendment, what protection can any 
homeowner in the Gleneagle or Tri-Lakes area expect the 
Master Plan to provide?  If the Master Plan fails us in this 
instance, it could fail anyone, anywhere in the county, at 
any time.

A citizens’ group, dubbed the Gleneagle Residents’ 
Environmental Advocacy Team (GREAT), is being 
formed to focus attention on this issue and prepare resi-
dents to participate in the county planning process.  You 
will be hearing more about this group in the upcoming 
months.  In the meantime, I urge you to learn more about 
the GGC submittals and participate in the county planning 
process.

To learn more about the GGC submittals:
• Get the basic facts by talking to any of your friends 

who received the First Legal Notice.  
• Get additional details through the following 

homeowners associations:  Eagle Villas, Gleneagle 
Civic Association, NEPCO, Sun Mesa, and Paradise 
Villas.  These organizations have soft copies of all 
documentation on a data CD.

• See the complete hard copy package by visiting 
the Development Services Department, 2880 
International Circle, Colorado Springs, 80910; phone 
520-6300.  

• Familiarize yourselves with the Development 
Services process by visiting http://adm.elpasoco.com/
Development_Services.  

To participate in the county planning process: Contact 
your homeowners association to register your opposition 
to these requests. If you are given an opportunity to sign 
a petition opposing these submittals, please sign it. Watch 
for notices of GREAT meetings beginning in July 2008 to 
inform and prepare Gleneagle residents to participate in 
the El Paso County process. Plan to attend these meetings 
and learn how we can work together to oppose the GGC 
zoning change and sketch plan amendment requests.  For 
additional information on how you can help, please call me 
at 488-4426 or Tom Morse at 487-1985.

In summary, we are concerned the proposed land use 
is poorly conceived and would likely not accomplish the 
applicant’s stated objectives.  These submittals run coun-
ter to the spirit and intent of the Master Plan and are not in 
the best interests of this community.  We respectfully rec-
ommend the County Commissioners disapprove GGC’s 
zoning change and sketch amendment requests.
Doug Jenkins

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

For information, contact John Heiser at 488-3455 or 
ads@ourcommunitynews.org

or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Kitchen  &  Bath 
Design ~ Remodel ~ Renovation

Distinctive Designs Since 1980
F r e e  E s t i m a t e s       

Stone    Tile    Granite

800-709-3289

Custom Paint ing
Faux Finish & Textures

Creative Designs Since 1980

Free Estimates      
Call Tammy at:

800-709-3289







Cha t e au 
B e l l e
��� �� � � � � ����� ��� ���� ���

800-709-3289

Room Enhancement & Decor
For Your Home of Office

Professional Service for over 20 years

~

House  
For Sale 

 Jackson Creek/Monument 
4 bdrm, 3.5 bath, 3-car garage,  

fenced yard, 3,283 sq. ft. MLS #482476 
Must sell. $369,900.
Call 719-359-1474
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By the staff at Covered Treasures 
June 15 is the day for dads to skip the yard work and 
“honey do’s,” kick back, and enjoy being pampered. How 
about a special book to match one of his interests?

You Can Observe a Lot by Watching; What I’ve Learned 
about Teamwork from the Yankees and Life
By Yogi Berra and Dave Kaplan (John Wiley & Sons), 
$24.95
The Yankee great and best-selling author uses stories from 
his legendary career to show how to be a better team 
player. One of the most beloved and revered figures in 
all of baseball, Yogi Berra, with his humorously off-beat 
aphorisms such as “It ain’t over ‘til it’s over” and “It’s deja 
vu all over again” have endeared him to generations of 
baseball fans and non-fans alike. 

Golf My Own Damn Way
By John Daly (Harper Collins), $15.95
In this light-hearted look at the game of golf, two-time 
major winner John Daly gives some down-to-earth point-
ers. He explains how to “grip it so you can rip it,” and 
offers a one-hour lesson that’s 100 percent guaranteed to 
make you a better golfer. He also tells you why you should 
keep your head out of the game, let your belly lead your 
hands, listen to your right foot, check your ball position 
and buy a hybrid club. You’ve probably never seen a golf 
instructional book like this one, and you may never need 
another one.

Take Me Out to the Ball Game
By Jim Burke (Little, Brown & Co.), $16.99
Lyrics by Jack Norworth
In this tribute to one of baseball’s biggest heroes and 
one of baseball’s greatest hit songs, Jim Burke authenti-
cally captures a tremendously exciting era of America’s 
favorite pastime. Featuring the beloved tune’s complete 
lyrics, the book is filled with fan-pleasing trivia and 
nostalgic paintings. Burke chronicles the historic contest 
between the New York Giants and the reigning World 
Series Champion Chicago Cubs with Christy “Big Six” 
Mathewson, the greatest pitcher in Giants’ history, taking 
the mound. This entertaining orchestration brings to life 
the sights, sounds and smells of the ballpark a century 
ago. 

Fathers Are Special & Grandfathers Are Special
Gramercy Books, $5.99
These two attractive gift books feature fitting quotes from 
luminaries in all walks of life. In the Fathers book, Lucy 
Mead has compiled a collection of quotes and sayings 
filled with humor, love, insight, and inspiration that pay 
tribute to these special men and celebrate the unique role 
they play in life. Grandfathers Are Special celebrates the 
unique bond between grandfathers and grandchildren. 

Filled with touching and tender quotes, this book is a per-
fect gift for a very special grandfather. 

Death in a Green Jacket
By James Y. Bartlett (Yeoman House), $14.99
For the golfer who enjoys mysteries, this “ripping good 
yarn” promises to be more exciting than the back nine on 
Sunday. The fourth book in the Hacker Mystery series 
begins with a body buried in a bunker on the Augusta Na-
tional Golf Course weeks before the start of the Masters. 
When intrepid golf writer Pete Hacker begins to investi-
gate, he runs up against a wall of silence and is off on a 
major new adventure.

Don’t Forget the Duct Tape
By Kristin Hostetter (The Mountaineers Books), $7.95
This slim paperback offers tips and tricks for using the fa-
mous gray tape to repair and maintain outdoor and travel 
gear. Whether you need to remedy a leak in your tent, 
nurse a cranky stove back to life, unclog a water filter, or 
revive gunked-up Velcro, you’ll find the solution in this 
book by the gear editor of “Backpacker” magazine.

Hard Drive: Bill Gates and the making of the Microsoft 
Empire
By James Wallace & Jim Erickson (Harper Collins), 
$17.95
In this fascinating tale, investigative reporters Wallace 
and Erickson follow Gates from his days as a 13-year-old 
computer hacker to his present-day status as the founder 
of Microsoft and a hugely successful billionaire CEO. The 
authors have spoken to childhood friends, employees, and 
business rivals to compile a uniquely revealing glimpse of 
the person who has emerged as the undisputed king of a 
notoriously brutal industry.

Give Dad a break and present him with a good book to 
start out his summer. Until next month, happy reading! 

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Don’t forget Dad!

481-2665 (BOOK)
Second and Washington Streets  

In Historic Downtown Monument
Mon.-Fri. 9-5, Sat., 9-4, Sun., 12-4 

Your Hometown Bookstore  
Since 1993 

Come to Art Hop!
June 19 � 5:30 - 7:45 pm

Lisa Rhodes will 
talk about her 
�round-the-world 
trip and sign 
copies of her 
book, Roads to 
Existence: A 
Journey Around 
the World and 
Deep into My Soul. She will also 
show photographs from her trip.  
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Save money, shop smart!
Upscale fashions for less than 

discount store prices 
Make us your first stop 

Save up to 80% on select items 

Located in the Monument Plaza 
behind Rosie�s Diner 

New Consignors please call for an appointment 
719-484-0300 

Visit our website for more information 
www.twotimers.net 

�Where Quality and Price Count� 

Two Timers 
                Fine Consign 
          Women�s, Children�s Clothing and Accessories ~ Home Decor 

URBAN BUTLER
Simplifying your life, one errand at a time.

If there is anything you need, just ask.
Call Kathy at 337-5008

� Cleaning/organizing 
� Elder/shut-in care 

� Errands/shopping  
� Pet sitting  

Personal Assistant Services including 

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes

Horse Boarding 
12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay & 

grain. $200/mo Summer $275/mo Winter. 

Call Rick at 481-6660

SAVE UP TO 80% ON DENTAL
$19.95/mo. entire household. Includes Vision, 
Rx, and Chiropractic. Medical also available. 

(719) 495-9466 mybenefitsplus.com/CChavez3
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By Woody Woodworth
There are many advantages of using organic mulch to 
blanket soil around trees, shrubs, and perennial plants. 
Mulch moderates soil temperature and provides a more 
favorable environment for roots. It reduces evaporation 
of moisture, helping to conserve water. It reduces splash-
ing from rain or irrigation water, reduces the spread of 
disease, and blocks the germination of many weed seeds. 
Beyond all that, mulch dresses up your garden, giving it a 
more finished look. 

This article explores the kinds of bark mulches you 
can buy and their advantages and disadvantages. Several 
bark and wood mulches are available: bark nuggets, mini-
nuggets, hardwood mulch, and shredded mulch. Some 
come in bags, some in bulk. A chief advantage of these 
mulches compared with other organic mulches is that they 
remain attractive and functional for a couple of years. 
That’s why gardeners mulching around trees, shrubs, and 
other long-lived plants are wise to choose a long-lasting 
bark mulch. 

There is a difference between wood and bark mulch. 
According to the National Bark & Soil Producers Associa-
tion, any mulch with “bark” in the name must be at least 

85 percent bark of that named tree. A “mulch” material, 
on the other hand, need be only 70 percent of the named 
material, and it may be bark or wood. In both cases, the 
remaining 15 or 30 percent can be just about anything, but 
it is usually wood. The primary difference is how long the 
mulch will last before breaking down. Wood breaks down 
quicker and is more susceptible to insect damage and dis-
coloring than bark.

Decomposing wood requires nitrogen. If you add a 
quantity of, say, fresh sawdust to your garden soil, chances 
are your plants will suffer from a lack of nitrogen. In this 
case, the soil isn’t necessarily deficient, but the breakdown 
of the sawdust “induces” nitrogen deficiency in your 
plants. Wood and bark mulches can also induce nitrogen 
deficiency, but it isn’t likely because they decompose at 
such a slow rate. It’s also unlikely because they are on 
top of the soil, not incorporated at root depth. But if this 
concerns you, or if your plants show the signs of nitrogen 
deficiency, add a 2-1-1 ratio fertilizer, such as 20-10-10, 
before mulching (2 to 5 pounds per 500 square feet). 

Two good rules of thumb are to mulch with 3 to 4 
inches of bark mulch each season and to avoid mulch layer 
buildup (and potential nutrient deficiency problems) by re-

moving old layers of un-decomposed mulch before adding 
new layers. Coarse-textured mulches, such as shredded 
bark, can be applied thicker than fine-textured mulches, 
such as cocoa hulls*. However, there are variations and 
exceptions related to the type of plants you’re mulching 
and your landscape situation. 

Whatever the type of plant, it’s rarely advised to 
mulch more deeply than 6 inches. Mulch layers thicker 
than that might reduce air circulation in the soil, which 
will retard plant growth. Also, don’t pile mulch around the 
main stem of a plant where it enters the soil. The added 
moisture and insect haven that results could damage the 
plant you’re trying to help. Spread the mulch so that it cov-
ers the “dripline” of your plant. 

Woody Woodworth owns High Country Home and 
Garden.

* Warning - Cocoa hull mulch has caused the death 
of animals that have eaten it. There is more 
information at www.snopes.com/critters/crusader/
cocoamulch.asp. Since it has been known to kill pets, 
it can likely also kill wildlife.

High Country Highlights

Mulch 101

Palmer Lake Historical Society, May 15

Colorado: A Liquid History of Pikes Peak Regional Pubs
By Ray McCoy

Tom Noel is a curious person. He is also a University of 
Denver Professor, a fine presenter, and a well-established 
historian. He recently gave an in-depth and very humor-
ous slide presentation, “Colorado: A Liquid History of the 
Pikes Peak Regional Pubs,” at the Palmer Lake Historical 
Society meeting held at the Palmer Lake Town Hall on 
May 15. 

By the time Denver was 1 year old in the year 1858, 
it could toast to at least 30 taverns and zero churches. Per-
haps the oldest of the taverns may be 4 Mile House along 
Cherry Creek, which has been restored. 

17 Mile House along Parker Road has the dubious 
heritage of having many old cottonwood trees surround-
ing it. Story has it that each time someone was murdered 
at the tavern, the new grave dug just outside the tavern had 
a cottonwood tree planted on top of it. The logic was to try 
to provide a legitimate excuse by disguising the disturbed 
soil of the grave, which may have sounded like a great 
idea if you’ve been indulging in more than your share of 
drinks. 

Uncle Dick Wooten, as he was affectionately called, 
moved to Denver from Taos, New Mexico in 1858 and was 
able to “enlist” local folks into constructing his tavern by 
offering a festive Christmas Party only to leave in 1862 
because Denver was getting too “civilized.” 

Many of the taverns turned out to be the place to 
gather not just for refreshing drinks, but to catch up on “9 
week old news,” and get a bite to eat. Often, they were the 
first places where you could enjoy music or sometimes a 

musical play. One establishment went so far as having a 
regular tight rope walking event from one building across 
the street to another, without any safety precautions of 
course. In order to settle many of the various arguments 
that would arise, a Bible was chained to the bar for quick 
reference. 

The tavern business was a way for many to create and 
establish themselves with a business in these wild adven-
turous times. The Germans, including Adolph Coors, had 
a strong heritage that employed many family members and 
had privileges of drinking throughout the working day. 
A Swiss gentleman grew his tavern from a coal & wood 
business into a saloon with a bakery. Not to be outdone, 
the Italians, heavily involved with the mining and railroad 
industries, created much good will by offering wines and 
pastas.

While this may not have been “those good old days,” 
they didn’t appear to be lacking for any form of entertain-
ment and thanks to Tom Noel and his diligent research, 
this wonderful evening was filled with laughter and his-
torical insight.

**********
Sunday, June 15, the Palmer Lake Historical Society will 
honor all dads and their families at our annual Ice Cream 
Social, starting at 2 p.m. Complimentary pie and ice 
cream will be available at the historic Palmer Lake Town 
Hall and outside in the Gazebo on the Village Green. The 
Jessumbuds bluegrass band will provide entertainment. 
Information: 559-0837, www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/plhs/
index.shtml, or plhist@aol.com.

By David Futey
There seems to be a little bit of prospector in all of us, 
whether it is to strike the mother lode, a sense of discovery, 
or a fascination in our earth’s history and how it has pro-
duced so many wondrous minerals. Trouble is, you need to 
know where to look and what you are looking at, and how 
to read the rocks to find the mineralized treasures. 

The 65 attendees of the Western Museum of Mining 
and Industry’s Colorado Prospecting & Mineral Collect-
ing Seminar on May 17 got a full day of hands-on activi-
ties and instruction to get them started down the mineral 
collection trail. The seminar, with 19 teachers involved 
throughout the day, started with five hands-on stations 
that covered staking claims, metal detection techniques, 
mapping, placer (panning) mining, and, for when you find 
your precious stones, mineral collection and display. 

The morning activities were followed by classroom 
sessions that included topics such as geology of Pikes 

Peak, Colorado gold, and information on the 
Godsend claim, located in the Crystal Creek 
area in Teller County. The Crystal Creek area 
and Godsend claim are known for amazonite 
(smoky quartz). The day concluded with a 
keynote talk by Peter Modreski, a U.S. Geo-
logical Survey minerals geologist, on mineral 
collecting in the Colorado Rockies. By the 
end of the seminar, the attendees had cer-
tainly struck the mother lode with yet another 
very educational program at the museum. 

Museum holds seminar on prospecting

Right: Carolyn Pauly (L in hat) receives 
instruction on panning techniques from 
Eric Vesterby (R) of Gold Prospecting of 
Colorado. Photo by David Futey.

Above: Tom Noel at the Palmer Lake Historical 
Society meeting May 15. Photo by Ray McCoy, Life 
Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.
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Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Great horned owls nest at Home Depot

By Elizabeth Hacker
It is so exciting to see the family of great horned owls at 
the Monument Home Depot! If readers haven’t seen them, 
please take advantage of this unique opportunity. The nest 
is located on the top of a pallet of decorative gravel in the 
southwest corner of the garden center. While this might 
seem intrepid behavior for a bird, the great horned owl is a 
bold opportunist, and what an ideal spot! 

The garden center is a perfect nesting spot if the birds 
can ignore all us humans mulling around the potted gera-
niums. The trade-off is that the owls are protected from 
predators and there is an easy and ample food supply. In 
addition to the unsuspecting red-winged blackbirds (one 
of the owl’s favorite foods) located in the field south of the 
store, other critters such as mice and swallows that tend to 
be pests in the garden center are easy targets for owls. The 
owls help to control the pest population for Home Depot, 
making this a win-win proposition. 

The fenced-in garden center offers protection from 
predators such as the red-tailed hawk, which in the wild 
chases the parents from the nest so it can prey on the 
defenseless chicks. During the day, crows and songbirds 
typically will bombard an owl in an effort to chase it off. 
The fence protects the owl from this annoyance, and at 
night the owls rule.

While it is true that owls are nocturnal and hunt pri-
marily at night, I have observed great horned owls active 
during the day. Once I unknowingly walked too close to a 
nest and startled one. I didn’t hear it as it came at my back 
and knocked off my hat with its sizable talons. Did I men-
tion great horned owls are bold? Sometimes they are even 
aggressive, so I’ve been told I was lucky that the owl was 
just handing me a “gentle” warning.

The adult great horned owl can reach 2 feet in height 
with a wing span of 3 to 5 feet. At this size it shouldn’t 
be difficult to miss, but like all owls, this bird is a master 
at disguise and blends in. Once in a great while, I notice 
something out of the ordinary, like a branch that is too fat 
to be a branch or a set of big eyes or horn-like feathers 
lurking above a squirrel’s nest. What is nice about the fam-
ily nesting at Home Depot is that it’s quite easy to see and 
hear the adults and chicks. 

Sometimes I sit in the parking lot with my binoculars 
before the store opens and after it closes because it’s easier 
to hear and observe the owl’s activity when it’s quiet. Of-
ten I see an owl perched on the fence and as I watch it, it 
turns its great head to watch me and I wonder if it recog-
nizes me from the day before.

The great horned owl has large eyes and sees reason-
ably well, but it doesn’t need its eyes to locate prey. Rather, 
the bird’s distinctive disk-like arrangement of feathers 
around its eyes intensifies sounds that are directed to the 

owl’s large ear openings. While we humans can usually 
determine if a sound is coming from the right or left, 
the asymmetrical location of ear openings on a great 
horn’s head enables it to triangulate the exact location 
and distance of the slightest sound. This is why in com-
plete darkness an owl can target a bird perched in a tree, 
a mouse moving through grass, or a snake slithering on 
the ground.

The calls of the great horned owl range from deep 
booming hoots to shrill shrieks. The “hoo-hoo hoooooo” 
typically associated with owls is a territorial call. Both 
sexes hoot, but the male has a lower-pitch. It also growls 
and screams when attacking intruders. The chicks make 
other sounds like a disturbed cat’s “MEEE-OWww.” 
Owls also bark and snap their beaks. Most calling occurs 
from dusk to about midnight and again at dawn. 

As a gardener, I enjoy looking at plants and garden 
supplies, but admittedly I’ve been spending a lot more 
time than usual at Home Depot just to watch the chicks. 
I am amazed at how fast they’ve grown, and by mid-June 
they should be as big as their parents. They show up in 
the oddest locations, and when they call out to their par-
ents they seem to say, “I don’t know how I got here, but 
get me out of here.” 

Parents slowly wean the juveniles during the sum-
mer months while the juveniles learn to hunt. Families re-
main loosely associated until autumn, when the juveniles 
leave to establish new territories. Adults tend to remain 
near their nest site year-round while juveniles disperse as 
far as 150 miles. 

Owls are monogamous and are thought to maintain 
the same partner for many years, but given their solitary 
nature when not breeding or nesting, it is possible that they 
could select different mates each year. An owl needs a ter-
ritory of at least 1 square mile for hunting and in developed 
areas, probably much more. Great horned owls generally 
don’t migrate but will move around a region. They can live 
to be 25 in captivity, but in the wild 8 years is considered 
to be the average life span of an owl.

Because my space is limited, I must end here but I 

could go on for pages. Noted ornithologist and bird il-
lustrator David Allen Sibley suggests that one reason bird 
watching is gaining popularity may be because it offers a 
break from the loud sounds and the fast pace of our mecha-
nized world. If only for an hour, observing birds is relax-
ing, and I like to imagine what it’s like to be a bird. When 
I leave Home Depot after watching the owls, I know I’ll be 
back because I really must have just one more glimpse.
Elizabeth Hacker is an artist in the Tri-Lakes area. Her 
bird prints are available at the gift shop in the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts in Palmer Lake, with proceeds ben-

efiting habitat preservation. E-mail her at OCN with your 
questions and bird finds.

Above: Photo by Brian Kerr. The chicks are 
about 10 weeks old. A color version is posted at 

www.ourcommunitynews.org/v8n6bird.htm 

Dear Readers, 
You are cordially 
invited to visit me at 
my tent at the Pikes 
Peak Art Festival 
at the Pikes Peak 
Center on June 13, 
14 & 15. 

I will be there with 
my latest paintings, drawings, and 
limited-edition giclee prints, cards, and 
hand-painted boxes. 

Hope to see you there, 
Elizabeth Hacker   www.elizabethhackerart.com
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Art Matters

Buying and selling art
By Janet Sellers

We find our treasures in the oddest places, often close to 
home or on a vacation trip where we glance at something 
that catches our eye. We’re caught, we’re hooked, we’ve 
just got to investigate. We must be satisfied, and so we 
check it out, right then and there. The collector in us is on 
the hunt.

Curiosity gives us the confidence to act on a hunch 
that pans out to be a superb choice. That hunch can begin 
as an ordinary moment in time, within a familiar place 
such as here at home, and a sparkling new idea hits. It is 

such a revitalizing and rejuvenating experience. We all 
get this feeling—every spring when the wooden branches 
burst forth in new blossoms and leaves all over the trees! 
It’s everywhere from nowhere, because it is within us. In 
some places, it is called many things; in art circles, it’s 
“shibui,” a Japanese word that has become a worldwide 
reference for art.

Shibui is a beauty that comes upon us slowly and sub-
tly, often gently, but unerring in its power. Like a single 
flower in a simple container, or a small painting that calls 
for a closer look, its power is found beyond its size and 
color, because it manifests in our imagination and rapport 
with it.

I learned the word “shibui” in terms of moments of 
memory—mostly regarding flower arranging and tea cer-
emony—while working at an art museum in Japan for a 
couple of years. At a fine art installation of flowers known 
as an ikebana show, a friend received top honors for hers. 
She had arranged her flowers and branches in a stainless 
steel salad bowl; all others were set in museum pieces.

My friend’s bowl was at least an interesting shape, but 
utilitarian, plain, and all too common. I asked her why she 
used that one. Her answer: “In a beauty pageant, people 
will forget all the beautiful women, but they will always 
remember the one ugly one.” So true. I learned that shibui 
means “beauty in the ugly.”

Making that connection is a big part of an art sale. 
Strong association is created, and a powerful acceptance 
is the next step to purchase. By the time we have bonded 
to the experience, the transfer of funds is a mere process. 
We’re hooked, and we love it that way.

We may find that the item we purchase, which embod-
ies shibui, is not the one that attracted us into a gallery in 
the first place.

What makes us shell out for art is an emotional, sub-
conscious connection that repeats/moves through our 
mind and hits the pleasure points. That is why an artist can 

connect with whole societies and populations—the society 
has a similar connection point inside. The response is to 
make a closer connection with the pleasure point.

It seems that there are certain visual factors that have 
become popular for selling paintings. While they sell well, 
they probably don’t have the quality of shibui. They attract 
by another means, that of commercial familiarity and a 
kind of visual safety. They sell well, and that is why we see 
them in galleries, hotels, and so on. While bland, they tend 
to offer a small focus to include a wide audience. Middle 
tones as background for a small, light subject and a large, 
dark subject, for example, sell well. Checkerboard or cha-
otic patterns also tend to sell well. Venues that carry these 
tend to sell art work and allow their inventory to work for 
them.

While the best-selling paintings may not be the best 
fine artworks, they do tend to continue to be seen in many 
venues due to their salability. A case in point is art for sale 
in vacation areas, where the “tourist” souvenir paintings 
of all manner of prices sell well. Ocean, fish, and seabird 
scenes at the beach town galleries, mountain scenes and 
animals in the Rocky Mountains, abstract, chaotic paint-
ings in large cities. Their overall middle tone of sky or wa-
ter and points of interest in a small light and a small dark 
point of interest somehow catch the buyer’s eye.

In the world of fine art, the ways to choose and buy are 
as varied as the person who is buying. There are trends and 
there are patterns of buying, to be sure. Merchants (galler-
ies included) study these and hone their skills to optimize 
sales. If they don’t, the sales die. If the sales die, so does 
the opportunity to enjoy the art, for the exhibition place 
may not last. Such loss of habitat can ghost a community 
in no time.

Preservation of the art habitat creates a community 
wealthy in culture and imagination, and is just plain fun to 
live. An imaginative social community begets wealth and 
satisfaction without fail. I didn’t make this up; it is docu-
mented over and over in professional journals with statis-
tics for urban and suburban planning, renewal, and human 
quality of life. It also keeps real estate values strong.

Color and composition call out to the viewers and in-
vite them in for a closer look. Interest in the work invites 
scrutiny and contemplation; having additional choices 
seems to heighten the purchasing impulse, at least in the 
United States, where we seem to need lots of choices and 
“freedom to choose” manifests among the many avail-
able.

These ideas sound like cattle buying, horse-trading or 
a luxury estate for sale. The stakes can be high, and the 
buyer and the seller take great care in their activity. In the 
end, it is a careful purchase with a deep gut response to 
the value of the artwork for the buyer. Unlike cars or real 
estate, art is a single chance buy, and losing out on owning 
an artwork is not an option the buyer wishes to take.

As we make plans to travel the world this summer, 
vacations at the ready, let’s go off the beaten path here 
in our own land of art in Tri-Lakes and offer ourselves a 
sparkling moment close at hand. Our Art Hops are user-
friendly, with lots of locals and visiting guests enjoying 
the art evenings and strolling about town. The first Art 
Hop in May brought out the art lovers in droves, the gal-
leries reported. Our June Art Hop and venues about town 
promise even more beautiful art for an evening and fun. 
Join us!

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter, sculptor and 
writer working in the mediums of canvas, concrete/mixed 
media and paper. Her work supports natural habitat for 

rural and urban wild (and human) life
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By David Futey
In July 1998, a group of artists 
took a look at the Kaiser-Frazer 
building in Palmer Lake—then 
uninhabited and in need of reno-
vation—and envisioned what 
could be. That vision was for a 
multi-purpose facility used for 
activities to benefit the Tri-Lakes 
community, local artists, and the 
arts. 

With that vision, a very 
generous start-up gift, and com-
munity support that has followed 
since its inception, the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts (TLCA) has 
reached a 10-year milestone in 
achieving its mission of creating 
“community partnerships for 
demonstrating, teaching, exhibit-
ing, and promoting the arts and 
humanities” along with being an 
“advocate for artistic growth” 
in the Tri-Lakes community. As 
with any organization finding its 
way, it has taken a considerable 
amount of effort and persistence, 
mostly from many volunteers, to 
make that original vision become 
a reality. But first the TLCA 
needed a home. 

Critical support toward the 
startup and long-term health of 
the TLCA came from Palmer 
Lake residents Kim and Roger 
Ward. The Wards provided the 
center with its home through a 
$300,000 gift that enabled the 
purchase and renovation of the 
11,000-square-foot Kaiser-Frazer 
building. Thus the building has 
been rent-free for the center’s 
use, which has helped it to 
weather lean economic times and 
the fickle nature of interest in art. 
The gift stipulated that the facil-
ity be maintained as an art center 
and that it remain financially sta-
ble. The TLCA is also required to 
maintain the facility through its 
own funding. 

With the Wards’ financial 
support and inspiration for the art 
facility concept from Jina Pierce, 
a local artist from Palmer Lake 
and a former District 38 student, 
the TLCA began its journey. 
However, as with most of life’s 
journeys, perspiration followed 
the inspiration. Pierce, along with 
Christine Scott, who became the 
TLCA’s first board president, 
Rikki and Nikki Stiltner, Irm-
gard Knoth, Ray Kilmer, Tim 
Eckert, and Bunny Miele, began 
the cleanup from the most recent 
tenant, Fred Walker’s automo-
tive restoration business. Walker 
spent nearly two decades in the 
building, refurbishing and parts 
distributing for Kaiser-Frazer 
automobiles (see end of article 
for additional background on the 
building). 

Because of this and other 
past businesses of this type and 
the related use of oil, gasoline, 
and chemicals, the group had to 
first receive approval from the 
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy before proceeding with any 
renovation. The EPA conducted 
a survey and found no contami-
nants on the property. Besides the 
renovations, there was also a need 
to seek grants and other financial 
contributions in order to fund the 

renovation and customization of 
the building. 

The TLCA received 501(c)3 
nonprofit status in 1999, which 
enabled the organization to pur-
sue grants. Initial grants were re-
ceived from the Frontier Village 
Foundation and the Colorado 
Council for the Arts. Many lo-
cal businesses have also stepped 
in to support the TLCA through 
the years. They include The Wine 
Seller, the initial supporter of the 
concert series, Bella Panini, the 
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club, The 
Woodmoor Group, and Monu-
ment Motors. The renovations 
funded by foundations, through 
the grants, and other support ul-
timately led to facility areas such 
as the main and Lucy Owens 
galleries, studio rental spaces, a 
pottery and kiln area, gift shop, 
and stage.

A restructuring of the board 
and the center’s operations oc-
curred after a changeover in 
board members who left the 
organization to pursue other 
endeavors. Instead of a director 
position overseeing all opera-
tions, each of the center’s board 
members assumed responsibil-
ity for an operation area such 
as facilities, publicity, program-
ming, and grant writing. With 
the changeover in board mem-
bers and an influx of business 
expertise from new members, a 
business strategy began to evolve 
that blended the artistic focus 
with sounder financial practices, 
enabling the TLCA to sustain 
itself in leaner times. The board 
changeovers have also led to the 
TLCA becoming intertwined in 
the community. TLCA past Presi-
dent Dennis Phillips noted that it 
seems like “everybody in Palmer 
Lake has been on the board” over 
the years.

Board member activities 
are coordinated through one of 
three present contract positions, 
the only paid positions associ-
ated with the center’s operation. 
Those positions provide office 
management and board activity 
coordination, membership track-
ing and volunteer information, 
and bookkeeping. The board is 
presently composed of 10 vol-
unteer members, and another 30 
volunteers provide operational 
assistance, from staffing the gift 
shop to assisting with setup and 
take-down of events. There have 
been no shortages of activities 
and events over the years. 

Besides art classes, work-
shops, and numerous art exhibits 
from TLCA members, the Palmer 
Lake Art Group, selected artists, 
Air Academy and District 38 
grade and high school students, 
and others, the TLCA has hosted 
an array of other events. For the 
past three years, a variety of lo-
cal and national musical talent 
has graced the TLCA stage. The 
sounds of bluegrass, folk, coun-
try, jazz, blues, and Celtic can 
be heard on any given musical 
performance night. 

What seems a common 
theme from the performer per-
spective when playing at the 

TLCA is the recognition of the 
unique atmosphere provided by 
the venue and the receptiveness 
of TLCA audiences. This has 
led to performers now contacting 
the TLCA because they desire to 
play at this one-time car repair 
facility. Some of the artists who 
have performed at the TLCA 
are Chuck Pyle, Dakota Blonde, 
Wendy Woo, Monument Hill 
Brass Quintet, Channel Cats, 
Spring Creek, the Dotsero Jazz 
Group, and The Infamous String-
dusters. 

Along with the music, the 
walls of the TLCA have also 
witnessed the Brain Bowl, with 
the “Phrenological Head” as the 
prize awarded to the winning 
team, little girl glamour shows, 
Karaoke, lectures, and film 
screenings.

Where does the TLCA 
go from here? 

The first order of business is to 
continue building upon its mem-
bership that presently stands at 
325. The second and perhaps more 
daunting task is to improve the 
“curb appeal,” energy efficiency, 
and other aspects of the building. 
It’s hoped that the building im-
provements will further promote 
the identity of the TLCA and help 
it to create a stronger identity 
within the community. With its 
rich history, community focus, 
and unique artistic offerings, the 
TLCA should be a cherished and 
comfortable ride, just like a Kai-
ser-Frazer automobile, for years 
to come within the Palmer Lakes 
community. 

Among many other upcom-
ing events, the TLCA board 
invites you to the TLCA’s 10-
Year Birthday Celebration on 
Saturday, July 12. For details 
regarding this and other upcom-
ing TLCA events, concerts, and 

art workshops, please review 
the TLCA Web site at http://
www.trilakesarts.org/index.html
About the Kaiser-Frazer 

building
Prior to the TLCA, the site and 
the Kaiser-Frazer building played 
many roles in the life of the Palm-
er Lake community, starting with 
the Thomas A. Hanks Livery 
Stable in 1898. Hanks is known 
to have hosted “tally ho” parties 
in his surrey with room enough 
for 12, taking the guests for rides 
in the countryside. The building 
was divided into north and south 
business areas for most of its 
existence until Walker’s Kaiser-
Frazer business grew to consume 
the entire facility in the 1980s. 

Between the early 1900s and the 
1980s, the building played host 
to: the Denver and Rio Grande 
Railway for a railroad car repair 
site; an alpaca fur retail business; 
an angora rabbit wool processing 
plant; the Colorado Worm Grow-
ers; a bell-maker who sand-cast-
ed the bells; a Mercedes-Benz 
mechanic; and a Trailways bus 
stop for Palmer Lake. 
Special thanks to Marina Nelson 

and Dennis Phillips of TLCA, 
Roger Davis of Palmer Lake 

Historical Society, and previous 
OCN reporters for information 

they provided regarding the 
history of TLCA and the Kaiser-

Frazer building.

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts—10 years and counting

TLCA board of directors and staff. First row (L-R): Andrew Lee, Nancy Shorter, Gail Wilson 
(president), Paul Murphy. Second row (L-R): Suzy O’Banion (office manager), Kay LaBella, 
Dennis Phillips, Lisa Phillips, Marina Nelson. Not pictured: Sandra Kinchen and Debbie 
Haltermann. Photo by Mark Kirkland Photography.

Student�is�responsible�for�providing�his/her�guitar���acoustic�or�
electric�w/�amplifier.��Optional�guitar�rentals�will�be�available.�
Cost:�$100,��Book:�$19.95�paid�to�instructor�

CHILDREN�S�CLAY�PROGRAM�with�Richard�Hart�
June�3���July�31�
8�weeks,�Tues��Thurs��������������������Cost:��$75/wk�plus�$15�
Hand�Building���ages�6�up�����������������������materials�fee�paid�
10:00�AM��11:30�AM��������������������������������to�instructor�
Wheel�Throwing���ages�10�up�
12:00���2:00�PM�
�

CHILDREN�S�SUMMER��
PROGRAMS�

MUSICAL�THEATER�CAMP�with�Becky�Albright������������������������������������������
July�28���August�1�with�performance�Friday�evening�
Daily�9�AM���11:30�AM�
Cost:�$95,�Ages:�entering�grade�1�to�grade�5�

GO�GUITAR�with�John�Ray���8�week�classes�
Wednesdays,�June�4,11,18,25�
and�July�9,16,23,30�
Ages�8�10,�9�AM���10�AM�
Ages�11�17,�10:30�AM���11:30�AM�

For additional information or to register contact the 
TLCA at 719-481-0475 

304 Colorado Highway 105, Palmer Lake, CO 80133 

Tuesdays,�June�3,10,17,24�
and�July�8,15,22,29�
Ages�8�10,�9�AM�10�AM�

 Drawing, painting & 3D art classes also starting in June  
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Library events (L to R): Jax the Paws 
to Read dog with Christine Melton, Jax’s 
owner, and  Isabella; Jim Sawatzki and 
his DVD Summer Sojourn; Some new 
kids on the block. Photos by Harriet 
Halbig

By Harriet Halbig
May is a transitional month at the library, with the end 
of school events and the startup of the summer reading 
program.

On May 4, Jim Sawatzki of Palmer Lake Produc-
tions presented his video, “A Summer Sojourn,” about 
the Chautauqua movement of the late 19th century. The 
Monument Library event was well attended and followed 
by a long question-and-answer session. 

In August, a modern-day Chautauqua event will take 
place in Palmer Lake, with music, speakers, and other en-
tertainment for the entire family. Further information will 
be available next month.

On Saturday, May 10, Rowen Monks of Limon 
brought her collection of live tarantulas, scorpions and 
other critters to the Monument Library. Monks, a middle-
school math teacher, gave a fascinating presentation to a 
packed room. She explained how tarantulas shed their skin 
once a year and showed a framed set of shed skins from 
one of the specimens she had with her. 

She explained that tarantulas can live for decades, that 
some live in trees and some underground, and showed a 
number of specimens with vivid coloration. In addition, 
she showed one that is native to Colorado, a dark brown 
variety that came from Pueblo.

Her speech was so popular that she has been asked to 
return for the Summer Reading Party in late July.

The Palmer Lake Library hosted Jax, a charming 
Newfoundland, who is the latest Paws to Read dog in 
the Tri-Lakes area. Children were invited to read to Jax 
to improve their self-confidence. Jax later came to the 
Monument Library during a visit by children from Lewis-
Palmer Elementary school.

During the last half of May, staff from the Monument 
Library visited almost all of the local elementary and mid-
dle schools to introduce the summer reading programs. 
The theme for the younger age group is Catch the Reading 
Bug, and for the older group (fifth grade and higher) is 
Summer Tour 2008.

Registration for both programs opened on May 27, 
and the programs will end July 31. A number of middle-
school students work as volunteers to register children and 
award prizes throughout the program.

With school out for the summer, a number of new 
activities will come to the library.

In addition to the regular toddler-time activities on 
Thursdays (10 and 10:30 a.m.), the Monument Library will 
offer programs for children ages 5 to 8 on Thursdays at 2, 
and programs for children 7 and older on Mondays. 

On Monday, June 9, at 10:30 there will be a competi-

tion in which such items as marbles will be used in races. 
On June16, children will explore “tiny things,” followed by 
a miniature craft session. A presentation about things that 
live underground will be held June 23.

On Tuesdays in June, the library will offer a succes-
sion of programs with guest speakers at 10:30 a.m. On 
the 3rd, it will feature a play about a museum janitor who 
teams up with an enchanted statue to play Greek myths. 
On the 10th, there will be a storyteller with stories about 
insects. The 17th will feature a puppet show and songs 
about bugs. On the 24th, there will be a one-person show 
for children involving self-discovery and dreaming.

All other regularly occurring library activities will 
continue during the summer with the exception of Se-
nior Synergy, a discussion group that normally meets on 
Wednesdays from 10 to noon. Their meetings have been 
suspended for June and July.

The teen patrons of the Monument library are invited 
to a Dance Marathon at the library on June 27 beginning 
at 5:30 p.m.

Exhibits at the library for June include origami in the 
display case and “Divine Impressions,” photography by 
Kim Jones.

May and June events at the library

By David Futey
If you were in attendance for Spring 
Creek’s Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts 
(TLCA) performance May 3 and happened 
to have closed your eyes during it, you 
could have easily transported yourself to 
a couple places: seated in a rocking chair 
on the front porch somewhere in the Ap-
palachians, at a hoedown, or to a Saturday 
night performance at the Grand Ole Opry. 
Wherever you ended up, it would have been 
a location where the best in traditional and 
highly spirited bluegrass was being played 
as it was on this night. 

Combining songs and influences of 
Flatt & Scruggs, Bill Munroe and His 
Bluegrass Boys, and others with their own 
contemporary material, it is little wonder 
that Spring Creek is receiving the acco-
lades that it does as it travels from venue 
to venue. Spring Creek is composed of 
Taylor Sims, guitar and vocals; Jessica 
Smith, upright bass and vocals; Chris “C-
Bob” Elliott, banjo, and vocals; and Alex 
Johnstone, mandolin, fiddle, and vocals. 
Sims, Smith, and Elliott met while in the 
music program at South Plains College in 
Levelland, Texas, a town of 12,000 in an 
agricultural and oil producing area west of 
Lubbock. 

As it seems with nearly every band 
trying to find its sound, a twist of fate led 
Spring Creek to Johnstone. Johnstone was 
working a summer job in the Gunnison/

Crested Butte area when he was picked up 
hitchhiking by Sims. From that point some 
four years ago, this Lyons-based group has 
had audiences throughout the West hitch-
ing a musical ride with it.

In February, they played at a variety 
of venues, such as Freight and Salvage 
(Berkeley) and Noe Valley Ministry (San 
Francisco) as part of the San Francisco 
Bluegrass and Old-Time Festival. They 
have also played the Wintergrass Festival 
in Tacoma, Wash., along with concerts 
in Texas, Wyoming, Utah, and Montana. 
However, to date their most renowned 
accomplishment is being the first band to 
have been selected as the best band at the 
Telluride Bluegrass Festival and Rocky 
Mountain (RockyGrass) Festival in the 
same year (2007). Elliott also was selected 
as 2007 banjo champion in Colorado at the 
RockyGrass Festival. These accomplish-
ments provided Spring Creek the opportu-
nity to be the opening performance at both 
festivals in 2008.

Playing three to five times a week has 
not only made them closer friends but also 
has tightened their performance and stage 
presence. All members lend to their vocals 
for leads and background, with duets by 
Sims and Smith blending beautifully. 
Johnstone plays the mandolin at times as 
if playing lead guitar, and Elliott’s ability 
on the banjo has already been noted. Their 
abilities and efforts have not gone unno-

ticed as they have signed a record deal with 
Rebel Records, which has been producing 
bluegrass recordings since 1959 and claims 
Ralph Stanley among its many artists. Not 
bad company to keep for this obviously up-
and-coming quartet. 

Brothers Nathan and Jens Davis 
opened the show with a three-song set. 
They are friends with members of Spring 
Creek and are from the Woodmoor area. 
Their playing together this night was a 
rekindling of past musical connections 

between them. Nathan just happened to 
be visiting the area from his new home 
in Martha’s Vineyard at the time of this 
concert. 

**********
For more information on Spring Creek and 
its upcoming concert dates, go to www.sp
ringcreekbluegrassband.com/. Information 
regarding the TLCA and upcoming events 
is available at www.trilakesarts.org or by 
calling (719) 481-0475.

Above: (L-R) Spring Creek’s  Alex Johnstone, Jessica Smith, Taylor Sims, and 
Chris Elliott  brought a lively blend of bluegrass to the TLCA May 3. Photo by 
David Futey.

Audience hitches ride with Spring Creek
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Snapshots of Our Community 

The Creative Crafters Spring Showcase May 3 had over 75 booths of hand-
made items that filled the lobby and gym of Lewis-Palmer High School. Photo 
by Ray McCoy, Life Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.

Ron & Opal concert, May 10

Ron and Opal have a great time performing at Lewis-Palmer High School May 
10. The concert was a benefit for the Tri-Lakes seniors programs. Photo by Ray 
McCoy, Life Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.

Bob Figgie and Mary Kay Salaman get a good laugh from the “Coot” figure entitled 
“Stop Global Whinnning.” One of numerous items available for the silent auction 
at the Spirits of Spring Wine & Beer Tasting. The annual event typically generates 
$6000-$7000 thousand for the Gleneagle Sertoma. Photo by Ray McCoy, Life 
Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.

District and Regional Leadership Roles 
Go to Gleneagle Sertomans

(L to R) Duane 
Gritzmaker and 
Patricia White of 
Gleneagle Sertoma 
have been elected 
to leadership roles 
during the Mountain 
West Regional Con-
vention held in Tuc-
son, Arizona. Duane 
will be serving on 
the 15-member 
Board of Directors 
for Sertoma as the 
Mountain West Re-
gion Director. The 
region, with over 
2000 members, stretches north and 
south from Colorado, to Canada and 
Mexico, and west to Hawaii. 

Pat White was elected as South 

Colorado District Governor for eight 
clubs.  There are over 400 members 
in the greater Colorado Springs area 
stretching from Monument to Pueblo 
alone.

Fun in the sun, June 1

Elephant Rock Bike Ride, June 1: The east end parking lot of Fox Run Regional 
Park was for the fourth year the site of an aid station to support 4,000 to 5,000 riders 
Sunday, June 1 as they completed either the 65-mile or 100-mile leg of the course. 
The course originated in Castle Rock and then headed south on Highway 83 before 
turning north onto Roller Coaster Road and ending in Palmer Lake. Photo by Ray 
McCoy, Life Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.

First Annual Monument Firefighters Association 5K Run June 1: Race 
official Mo Ayala completes the entire 5K wearing a breathing apparatus. 
He was raising funds for the local Dale House Project, which assists 16-21 
year-olds get established for living independently. Photo by Ray McCoy, Life 
Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.

Craft show, May 3

Gleneagle Sertoma enjoys 
Spirits of Spring



Page 40 Vol. 8 No. 6Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 41Sat., June 7, 2008

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

Slash and Mulch season under way
The El Paso County Black Forest Slash (tree debris) and 
Mulch season has begun. Hours of operation are: Satur-
days, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sundays, noon to 4 p.m.; Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings, 5 to 7:30 p.m. The slash and mulch 
site is located at the southeast corner of Shoup and Herring 
Roads in the Black Forest area. Dump off your tree debris 
and pick up free mulch.

The program is a wildfire mitigation and recycling 
effort sponsored by El Paso County in cooperation with 
the Colorado State Forest Service, the state Board of Land 
Commissioners, and many volunteers. The program’s 
purpose is to teach forest management practices and to 
encourage residents to clear adequate defensible space 
surrounding their structures by thinning trees and shrubs 
to reduce the spread of fire. Spreading mulch on the for-
est floor holds moisture, delays the spread of weeds, and 
provides nutrients to the forest. For more information, call 
the El Paso County Environmental Services Department at 
520-7878 or visit www.elpasoco.com.

Summer Reading Programs 
for children and teens

Win prizes for reading! Enjoy special programs including 
shows, films, storytimes, arts, and more. Register online or 
at your library. Summer Reading has begun and continues 
through July 31 at all Pikes Peak Library District locations. 
See the Community Calendar for details of programs at the 
Monument and Palmer Lake branches.

Spring Fine Art Show 
opening reception, June 7

The opening reception for the Palmer Lake Art Group’s 
(PLAG) annual Spring Fine Art Show will be held June 
7, 5 to 8 p.m. at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 
Highway 105, Palmer Lake. More than 40 PLAG member 
artists will exhibit a wide variety of art works in different 
media. The exhibit will run June 3 to June 27, noon to 4 
p.m., Tuesday through Saturday. Admission is free. Funds 
raised from the show will be used to award scholarships to 
senior students at Lewis-Palmer High School who plan to 
continue their studies in art. For more information, phone 
Margarete Seagraves, 487-1329, or Suzanne Jenne, 303-
681-0274. 

District 38 Offers Big Red 
Saturdays for the summer

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 is offering a new com-
munity event this summer called Big Red Saturday. It will 
be held each Saturday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., through Sept. 20, 
on the north side of the administration building at 146 Jef-
ferson St. in Monument.

The event opened May 31 with representatives from 
the library district, a booster club for Palmer Ridge High 
School, a Palmer Lake Tae Kwon Do team raising funds 
for a trip to the national championships, handcraft and 
jewelry vendors, and manufacturers of honey, dog treats, 
and household items. 

Spokesperson Robin Adair said that future offerings 
include a chainsaw artist, performers, and produce and 
fruit from the western slope later in the summer. She said 
that any student group wishing to raise funds or perform 
may participate at no charge. For-profit vendors may 
participate for selected weekends or the entire season at 
a nominal cost. Those wishing to participate in Big Red 
Saturday may contact the district at lewispalmer.org.

Saturday Monument 
Farmers’ Market opens Jun. 7

The farmers’ market returns to Monument Saturdays, 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m., at a new location behind Starbucks, 481 
Highway 105. More than 80 vendors offer local crafts and 
produce. For more information, call Diana, 213-3323.

Gleneagle Garage Sale, June 6-7 
The annual Gleneagle neighborhood garage sale will be 
held June 6 and 7, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. both days. For informa-
tion, call Bill Bristol at 481-3366 or Bill Carroll at 488-
4288.

Fire Station Open House, June 7
The Donald Wescott Fire Department Rescue 1 Volunteers 
will hold a BBQ lunch June 7 at Wescott Station 1, 15415 
Gleneagle Dr., 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., in conjunction with 
the Gleneagle garage sale. The community is invited to 
stop by and enjoy hot dogs, chips, and soda. Station and 

truck tours will be available, and crews will answer your 
fire safety and emergency medical service questions. For 
more information, call 488-8680.
Tri-Lakes Cruisers Benefit Car Show, June 8

Over 200 cars will line the streets of historic downtown 
Monument June 8, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. More than 40 trophies 
will be awarded. Besides cool cars there will be oldies 
music, games for the kids, and door prizes. This annual 
event benefits Tri-Lakes Cares, a local charity. For more 
information, visit www.tlcruisers.org.
Model Engineering & Historic Power Show, 

June 12-15
Don’t miss this awesome event at the Western Museum of 
Mining & Industry (WMMI), June 12-15, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
See hundreds of operating handcrafted scale model tur-
bines, airplane engines, trains, and more. Attractions also 
include antique stationary engines and historic tractors, 
lathe and milling demonstrations, the museum’s multi-ton 
steam engines and mining equipment including its 1920 
Osgood Steam shovel and aspects of its 1890s Yellow 
Jacket II Gold Ore Processing Stamp Mill, museum tours, 
Keep-What-You-Find Gold Panning, hayrides, and more. 
Picnic grounds and a food vendor are onsite. Admission: 
$8 adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 
children 3-12, free to children under 3 & museum mem-
bers. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off 
of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from the north 
entrance to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Reservations and 
info: phone 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org. 

LPHS Booster Club Second Annual 
Golf Tournament, June 14

This fundraiser for all Lewis-Palmer High School athletic 
programs will be held June 14, 8 a.m., at King’s Deer 
Golf Course. The tournament is open to all. Shotgun start: 
foursomes at each tee box; everyone tees off at 8 a.m. and 
finishes by 12:30 pm. $120 per golfer includes green fees, 
cart, unlimited range balls, catered lunch of New Orleans 
barbecue, additional round of golf at King’s Deer, door 
prizes, and more. To register, mail registration and check 
for $120 per golfer to LPHS Booster Club, 1300 Higby 
Rd., Monument, CO 80132. For more information, contact 
Donna, 963-2474 or dwoodhockey@comcast.net.

Fathers’ Day Ice Cream Social, June 15
The Palmer Lake Historical Society will honor Dads and 
their families at their annual ice cream social on Sunday, 
June 15. Complimentary pie and ice cream will be offered 
at the historic Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent, 
and outside in the Gazebo on the Village Green. Festivi-
ties begin at 2 p.m. The Jessumbuds bluegrass band will 
entertain. For more information, call Richard Cooper, 
572-5104. 
Junior League Informational Party, June 16

The Junior League is an organization of women commit-
ted to developing the potential of women and improving 
communities through the effective action and leadership 
of trained volunteers. The Junior League of Colorado 
Springs has been around for 85 years. It founded and fos-
tered landmark organizations and events such as Memorial 
Hospital Auxiliary, CASA, Safe Kids, Ronald McDonald 
House, Children’s Literacy Center, and CARE Fair, a 
health fair for uninsured children. Two informational par-
ties are planned at Flying Horse: June 16, 6:30 p.m., at 
2320 Ledgewood Dr.; and Aug. 4, 6:30 p.m., 13255 Honey 
Run Way. For more information and to RSVP, call Lauren, 
266-5203, or Tricia, 229-1001, or visit www.jlcoloradospr
ings.org. 

Free tutoring in reading 
at Monument Library

Children’s Literacy Center offers free one-on-one tutoring 
to help children improve their reading skills. If your child 
is reading below grade level, call Sue Kana, 337-3430, to 
find out how to get your child enrolled in the Peak Reader 
program. The summer session is from June 17 to Aug. 5, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., or 6 to 7 p.m., 
at Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 

Art Hop in Historic 
Downtown Monument, June 19

The second Art Hop of the year is June 19 in historic 
downtown Monument. Held the third Thursday of each 
month from May through September, the event has be-
come a mecca for art lovers. Each month, various down-
town merchants host events centered on the arts. Music, 
photography, painting, and pottery are on display for the 
public to enjoy free of charge. For event times and loca-
tions, visit www.monumentarthop.org.

Special Events and Notices

Above: On June 4, utility company Aquila in 
partnership with the Town of Monument and High 
Country Home & Garden, planted five maple trees 
at the Monument Cemetery as part of Aquila’s 2008 
Power of Trees program. The program started in 
Iowa five years ago and has expanded company-
wide. Pictured are (front row) Aquila staff, (2nd from 
left) Nick Harris and Lucas Ebaugh of the Monument 
Parks Department. In the back row are Aquila staff; 
(2nd from left) Brad Wallace, Operations Supervisor 
for Aquila’s Monument office; Aquila staff; (5th 
from left) Claudia Whitney, Deputy Clerk-Town of 
Monument; and High Country Home & Garden 
owner Woody Woodworth. Photo by David Futey.

Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 13,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at 

719-488-3455 or  
johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org. 

Support Our 
Community

Advertise in OCN
For more 

information, visit 
ourcommunitynews.org or

call John Heiser at

488-3455



Page 40 Vol. 8 No. 6Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 41Sat., June 7, 2008

Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 

Meeting, Tue., Jun. 10, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 481-4053.

• D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee (DAAC) 
Meeting, Tue., Jun. 10, 7 p.m. in the District Learning 
Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 2nd Tue. each 
month. Info: 488-4700.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, Tue., 
Jun. 10, CANCELLED, 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd Tue. 
each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., Jun. 11, 
Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 2nd Wed. each month, 
6:30 p.m. Info: 884-8017. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop, Wed., 
Jun. 11, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, Thu., 
Jun. 12, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 2nd Thu. each 

month. Info: 488-2525. 
• Palmer Lake Town Council Meeting, Thu., Jun. 12, 7 

p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Tue., Jun. 16, 6:30 
p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally meets 1st 
and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue., 
Jun. 17, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off Union Blvd 
and Printers Parkway). Normally meets 1st and 3rd Tue. each 
month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting, Wed., Jun. 
18, 8:30 a.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally 
meets 3rd Wed. each month. Location varies. Info: 884 -8017. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, Wed., 
Jun. 18, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado Springs. 
Normally meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-3603.

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Jun. 18, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425 Gleneagle Dr. 
Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-8680. 

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting, Wed., 
Jun. 18, Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.  

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, Thu., 
Jun. 19, 5:30 p.m., (reception for commendation recipients 

Community safety class for all ages, June 21
The community is invited to a class about fire safety, 
stranger danger awareness, and self-defense for the whole 
family. The Tri-Lakes Fire Department, Monument Police 
Department, and the U.S. Taekwondo Center are team-
ing up for this seminar June 21, 2 to 4 p.m. at the U.S. 
Taekwondo Center, 16328 Jackson Creek Parkway (east 
of Wal-Mart). Proceeds will benefit the Monument Police 
Department. Tickets are $5 and must be purchased in ad-
vance; call the U.S. Taekwondo Center, 488-4321.

Volunteer tutors needed! 
Share your love of reading. Tutor an adult once a week for 
two hours. Work one-to-one with an adult to improve their 
English language skills. No teaching experience required. 
Free training is provided. Call 531-6333, x2223 with ques-
tions or for application information. Training is Wednes-
days, July 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30, 5:30 to 9 p.m. at Penrose 
Library in Colorado Springs.

NEW! Palmer Lake Farmers’ Market, July 6
Bring the family for a fun, relaxing time in Palmer Lake 
featuring rides and activities for the kids plus local crafts 
and produce. Open next to the lake every Sun., 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. Info: Diana, 213-3323.

Host an exchange student
AFS, the leading international high school student ex-
change program, needs families in our community to host 
high school students for an academic year or six months. 
Students arrive in August. All kinds of families can host 
– two-parent households with young children or teenagers, 
single-parent families, families with adopted children, fos-
ter parents, as well as couples and single people who do not 
have children or who have grown children. One of the most 
important characteristics of a host family is being eager 
and excited to share your life and activities while providing 
the same kind of care, support, and comfort as you would 
to your own child.

AFS students come from more than 40 countries 
and represent many different cultural and socioeconomic 
backgrounds. Local AFS volunteers enroll students in high 
school and support students and their families to help both 
gain the most from their experience. In addition to host 
families, AFS needs people who are interested in becoming 
volunteer liaisons to work locally with families and their 
hosted students. Anyone interested in learning more about 
hosting or volunteering with AFS may visit www.afs.org/
usa/hostfamily or call 1-800-AFS-INFO. 

303-931-4047 / 719-481-8551 

Amato�s Home & Deck Repair 
488-8506 

� Most types of interior & exterior  
home repairs 

� Drywall repairs 
� Light remodeling 
� Ceramic tile repair 
� Deck repair & 

re-staining 
� Screen repair 

Jim and Maggie Amato 
Insured � References available

Pancake Breakfast, 7-9 a.m., in front of St. Peter Church, 
55 N. Jefferson, Monument. Sponsored by St Peter Knights 
of Columbus. Breakfast features pancakes, eggs, sausage, 
and juice. Cost: $6 adults, $4 kids. Proceeds go to charity. 
Coffee is free. Info: Jim Taylor at 488-1317.
Fun Run, 7:30 a.m. Starts at the Palmer Lake Trailhead 
and finishes at Limbach Park on Front Street in Monument. 
Cost: $20 ($12 for ages 15 and under). Register online or 
download a mail-in registration form at July4FunRun.com. 
Race day registration, $25, begins 6 a.m. at Palmer 
Lake Elementary School. Proceeds benefit the school. 
Participants may return to the start point by shuttle bus 
(yellow school buses). Follow the signs from I-25 exit 
161 and Highway 105. Information: Sue, 481-9128 or visit 
July4FunRun.com.
Big Red 4th of July Market, 8 a.m.to 2 p.m. D-38 Ad-
ministration Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Arts 
& crafts, food, entertainment, and Independence Day fun! 
Info: 488-4700.
Children’s Parade, 9:30 a.m. Youngsters participating 
assemble in the south parking lot of St. Peter Church, 
First Street and Jefferson, by 8:30 a.m. No entry form is 
required; just show up with decorated tricycles, bicycles, 
wagons, animals, etc., but please, no motorized vehicles or 
horses.
Main Parade, 10 a.m. to noon, starts at First and Jefferson 
Streets and ends at Second Street and Beacon Lite Road. 
Parade entry forms are available at the Monument Town 
Hall, the Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce, or download a 
registration packet on the Sertoma Web site at www.monu
menthillsertoma.org. 
Street Fair in Historic Downtown Monument after the 

parade. Food, art, crafts, vendors, live music, fun; spon-
sored by Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce. Info: 481-
3282.
After-Parade Open House. Monument Community Pres-
byterian Church will host its fourth annual Fourth of July 
Celebration & Open House at 238 Third St. following the 
Monument parade. All are invited to extend the festivities 
while waiting for traffic to die down. More than 2,000 
people attended this event last year. The church parking 
lot will feature live music, shady seating, a cool car show, 
kids’ bounce houses, food, and other activities. Indoors, 
visitors can refresh with free ice cream, air conditioning, 
restrooms, and a tour and DVD of the 128-year-old His-
toric Sheldon Jackson Chapel. For more information, call 
481-3902. 
“What a Blast!” at Palmer Lake, 3 p. m. to dusk. Live 
music, old-fashioned games, inflatable park and carnival 
rides at a nominal fee, at the lakeside near the baseball field 
opposite the Rock House on Highway 105. Info: www.palm
erlakefireworks.com.
“The Best Small Town Fireworks Show in America” 
The fireworks begin at about 9 p.m. The show will be 
choreographed and broadcast on Peak 92.9 FM. Parking 
will be allowed on Highway 105 along the north side only 
through the town of Palmer Lake. Parking will be allowed 
on County Line Road from Indi Drive to Spruce Moun-
tain Road, but only on the south side (no parking on the 
Greenland Open Space side). The parking lots at the Santa 
Fe Trailhead on the east side of the lake will be designated 
“Special Needs” (handicapped, elderly, etc.) parking. Ad-
ditional general parking lots will be appropriately marked. 
Info: www.palmerlakefireworks.com.

July 4 Community Events

FREE Transportation for Seniors

Volunteer drivers are needed! Info: 481-2527 
Mileage reimbursement is available 

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding  
areas by Mountain Community  
Transportation for Seniors 
(MCTS). For rides, seniors (60+)

488-0076 
Donations Welcomed

Van Schedule 
� Transportation is available Mon.-Thu. to Colorado 

Springs for medical app�ts only. Locally for any need.
� First Tuesday each month Chapel Hills/King Soopers
� Third Tuesday each month Village Inn/Wal-Mart
� Pickup of passengers begins at 9:30 am

TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes



Page 42 Vol. 8 No. 6Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 43Sat., June 7, 2008

5 p.m.) Learning Center of the Lewis-Palmer Administration 
Building, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 488-4700.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu., Jun. 
19, 6:30 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 
481-4886.

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board Meeting, 
Mon., Jun. 23, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 1691 Woodmoor 
Dr. Meets 4th Monday each month. Info: 488-2694 or visit 
www.woodmoor.org.

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue., Jun. 
24, 5 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St. Meets 4th 
Tue. each month. Info: 488-6868. 

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Jun. 25, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 
Hwy 105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th 
Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312. 

• Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., Jun. 26, 6 
p.m., Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument 
near the bowling alley. Meets 4th Thu. each month. Info: 488-
2110.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, Tue., 
Jul. 1, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off Union Blvd 
and Printers Parkway). Normally meets 1st and 3rd Tue. each 
month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Meeting, Wed., 
July 2, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott Fire Station Two, 1500 Sun 
Hills Dr. Meets 1st Wed. each month. Info: 481-0711. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Jul. 3, 7 
p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 
1st Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Jul. 7, 
Cancelled, Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally meets 
1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 

p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-Thu., 10 
a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 1-5 p.m. 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and Fri., 
10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly suitable 
for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Free Tutoring in Reading, Tue. & 
Thu., 6-7 p.m. Children’s Literacy Center offers free one-
on-one tutoring to help children improve their reading skills. 
If your child is reading below grade level, call 471-8672 to 
find out how to enroll your child in the Peak Reader program. 
Meets Tue. and Thu., 6-7 p.m., Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Super Tuesdays, every Tue., 10:30. See 
below for special summer reading programs for preschoolers 
ages 3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:30 a.m. 
Special reading program events for toddlers and children. 
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, every Thu., 3-4:
30 p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency 
by reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to 24 months. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Stories & Crafts, Thursdays, 2 p.m. 
Start with a read-aloud of some great books and add an 
activity or craft. Themes are listed on the program calendar. 
For ages 5 to 8. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every Thu., 7 
p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Going’ on a Nature Hunt, Wed., 
Jun. 11, 10:30 a.m. The bumbling yet lovable Val-der-ee 
sisters seek new adventures by going on a wonderful summer 
nature hike. Make some super cool nature crafts to take home! 
We will be making a walking stick insect and a dragonfly 
insect. This program will come to the Monument Library July 
1. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 
481-2587.

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters, Thu., Jun. 12, 
4-5:30 p.m. For both experienced and inexperienced knitters 
looking for support, assistance, and inspiration as they work 

on individual projects. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Read It B4 You See It, Thu., , 4-5 
p.m. Read and talk about Enjoy activities, popcorn, and a 
chance to win a free movie ticket! For students ages 7 to 
12. Registration is required; register on line or call 260-
6882. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Going Buggy! Tue., Jun. 10, 10:30 
a.m. Join Heather and Kathy for a swarm of stories about 
insects from around the world. This program will come to 
the Palmer Lake Branch Jul. 16. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Catch the Reading Bug, Tues., Jun. 
17, 10:30 a.m. Buzz, giggle, and sing with Mary Sue and Cari 
and their amazing puppets. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Bug’s Eye View, Wed., Jun. 18, 10:
30 a.m. Get an up-close and personal look at the wonderful 
world of bugs. You’ll meet some surprise reptile guests 
from the Mountain Aire Reptile Rescue and Sanctuary. This 
program will come to the Monument Branch July 15. Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Tarantulas and other Creepy 
Crawlies, Sat., Jun. 21, 10:30 a.m. See bugs galore, 
including tarantulas, millipedes, giant cockroaches, spiders 
and a scorpion. Tarantula wrangler Rowen Monks introduces 
these “yuck bugs” and lets you get as close as you want 
(or not) to these fascinating creatures. Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: The Moon Ate My Room, Tue., 
Jun. 24, 10:30 a.m. A show with writer, performer, and 
musician Jesse Wilson. Children are welcome to bring their 
own original stories to perform on stage! Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: Bug Off! Wed., Jun. 25, 10:30 a.m. 
Come and dance with ants in your pants. With performer Beth 
Epley, you’ll hear outrageous tales, hear silly songs, and tell 
the entire insect kingdom to Bug Off! Palmer Lake Branch 
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library Teen Summer Reading Program: 
Dance ‘til you Drop! Fri., Jun. 27, 5:30-9 p.m. How long 
can you dance? Be the last one standing and win your own 
Read poster–with you on it!  Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Going’ on a Nature Hunt, Tue., Jul. 
1, 10:30 a.m. The bumbling yet lovable Val-der-ee sisters 
seek new adventures by going on a wonderful summer nature 
hike. Make some super cool nature crafts to take home! 
We will be making a walking stick insect and a dragonfly 
insect. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370.

• Palmer Lake Library: The Good, the Bad and the (B)ugly, 
Wed., Jul. 2, 10:30 a.m. Dance like a Cootie Bug and make 
one beautiful butterfly along with the wildest bug you can 
imagine! Join Nancy and Vicki as you join in the deliciously 
silly tale of An Old Woman Who Swallowed a Fly. Palmer 
Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

Adult Programs
• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) has live simulcasts of 

programs, videotaped presentations, and a schedule of Library 
events. The Library Channel broadcasts 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. Programs include story times for children, 
an adult literacy program, El Paso County Commissioners 
meetings, and much more. A community bulletin board of 
library events is shown between programs. Find the schedule 
online at ppld.org, then click on the link “Happenings @ 
Your Library.” From there, click on the “Comcast 17” link to 
search the schedule.

• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. Check 
at the desk for the schedule of free classes for beginner 
computer users. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Talk English! Mondays 7- 8:30 p.m. 
Practice informal social conversation in English with friendly 
and supportive people. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 1-3 p.m. 
This group focuses on a deeper look into philosophy, 
religions, spirituality, and the common threads among 
humanity. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, No meetings in June 
or July. Normally meets every Wed., 10 a.m.-noon. Join 
this group of friends dedicated to empowering individual 
growth through life-long learning and positive relationships. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 
488-2370.

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters, Thu., Jun. 12, 
4-5:30 p.m. For both experienced and inexperienced knitters 
looking for support, assistance, and inspiration as they work 
on individual projects. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Thu, Jun. 19 & Fri, Jun. 20, 1-5 p.m. Bone up 
on your driving skills and lower your insurance rates. Must 
attend both sessions. Cost: $10. Registration is required. 

Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Registration & Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book Club, 
Fri., Jun. 20, 10-11:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome to this 
spirited group. This month’s book is East of Eden by John 
Steinbeck. Meets 3rd Fri. each month. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Branch Library: The Literati and Beyond 
Writers Circle, Wed., May 28, 7 p.m. If you enjoy writing, 
no matter what your level or genre, this group will provide 
motivation, support and ideas.  Meets 4th Wed. each month. 
Info: Nancy, 481-4352. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Jun. 6, 9 a.m. New 
members welcome, no registration needed. Meets 1st Fri. each 
month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587.

• Monument Library Art Display: “Origami: Then and 
Now.” This subtle and elegant art form began in Japan and 
was called ori (to fold) gami (paper). Traditionally the term 
implied one folded piece of paper. The term is now used 
worldwide to include many pieces of paper and cutting with 
precision. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor 
Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Monument Farmers’ Market Opens Jun. 7, every Sat., 8 

a.m.-2 p.m., behind Starbucks, 481 Hwy 105. Local crafts and 
produce. More than 80 vendors! Info: Diana, 213-3323.

• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, every 
Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer 
Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

• Al-anon Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, every Sat., 9 
a.m., College Room 2nd floor, NE corner; 1750 Deer Creek 
Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-
anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service at 632-
0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 
(nationwide).

• Art, Wine, and Music Series to Indulge your Senses and 
Feed your Soul, every Saturday, 1-4 p.m., through July 26, 
Second Street Art Market, 366 Second St. at Beacon Lite. 
Meet featured artists, taste great wines, indulge with hors 
d’oeuvres, and enjoy some acoustic music. Saturdays 1-4 pm 
through July 26. Info: 488-2506.

• Weekend Bike Rides, Sat., 10 a.m. for road rides; Sundays, 1 
p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced Rock Bike Shop, 279 
J Beacon Lite at 3rd St. Info: 488-9007. 

• Senior Lunches at Monument Town Hall, normally every 
Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month and holidays, 
166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:30 a.m., dine at noon. 
Stay for free bingo the 2nd Thu. each month. Cost: $2. Info: 
Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, Wed., 11:30-2 p.m., D-38 
Administration Bldg Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., 
Monument. Area seniors are invited for lunch & activities 
hosted by Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance. $3 donation requested. 
Info: 488-4700.

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon., 
5:30-6:30 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly Johnson 
Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. Info: 
Amy Tyndale, 201-5360, or visit http://airforceacademy.fre
etoasthost.us/ 

• Al-anon Meeting: Monument Monday Night Literature 
Study, every Mon., 7:30-8:30 p.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 
207, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-
anon-co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour 
answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group, every Tue., 
8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second St. Monument. New 
businesses are invited to join the group and share leads and 
tips. Info: Glenn, 492-0551. 

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:30 a.m., The Place, 
13990 Gleneagle Dr.  Interesting speakers and programs; all 
are welcome. Info: Mary Jones, 488-0653.

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 a.m., Tri-
Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, Monument. 
Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org 
or call the 24-hour answering service at 719-632-0063 
(locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 
(nationwide). 

• New Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of Christ 
Church, 675 Baptist Rd. southwest corner room, door will be 
ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed Martin, 
9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public speaking, leadership 
and meeting planning skills with Toastmasters. New members 
and visitors welcome. Info: visit http://faccmasters.freetoasth
ost.us or call Kirby, 481-3738.

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, Tue. & Thu., SilverSneakers 
Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.; SilverSneakers Muscular Strength 
& Range of Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA, 
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be YMCA or 
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SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728. 
• La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Jun. 10, 10 a.m., 

Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 Baptist Rd. This 
worldwide organization provides mother-to-mother support 
for mothers who choose to breastfeed. Meets 2nd Tue. each 
month. Info: 481-2909.

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner Meeting, 
Tue., Jun. 10, Inn at Palmer Divide. 6:30-9 p.m., Business 
women building relationships in a social setting. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: Janine Robertson, 266-0246; e-mail 
Janine@coloradorobertsons.com; or visit www.trilakesnetw
orkingteam.com. 

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, Wed., 
Jun. 11, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran Church, Shoup 
and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 
Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck Eaton at 495-2443. 

• Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce/Business Incubator 
Workshop, Wed., Jun. 11, 5:30-6 p.m. social event and 
mixer, 6-7:30 p.m., workshop: Meets 2nd Wed. each month. 
Tri-Lakes Business Incubator Conference Room, 14960 
Woodcarver Rd, Colorado Springs. Info: 481-4877 x 100. 

• Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Jun. 12, 
166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime senior lunch. 
Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay and play. Free! Win 
prizes! Meets the 2nd Thu. each month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 
488-3037.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., Jun. 
12, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west 
of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 2nd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Jun. 17, 7 
p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow Rd., 
Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: Lindsay, 487-
9362. 

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Tue., Jun. 17, 6-8 
p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake. 
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more.  
Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Childcare available. RSVP to 
tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221. Dixie Cannon at 559-
2977.

• Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition Meeting, Thu., 
Jun. 19, potluck supper 6 p.m., meeting 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
Beidleman Environmental Center, 740 W. Caramillo St., 
Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: John 
Stansfield, (303) 660-5849 or e-mail jorcstan@juno.com. 

• Downtown Monument Art Hop, Thu., Jun. 19, 5-8 
p.m., historic downtown Monument. Each month various 
downtown merchants host events centered on the arts. 
Everything from music to photography to painting and 
pottery is on display for the public to enjoy free of charge. 
Art Hops are held the 3rd Thursday, May-September. Info: 
visit www.monumentarthop.org.

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Jun. 21, 9 a.m., 
It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D Jackson Creek Pkwy, 
Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. Info: Chris, 884-0832 
or e-mail cabernathy@woodmoor.com. 

• Women’s Business Owners and Managers Luncheon, 
Wed., Jun. 25, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Woodmoor Pines Golf & 
Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, Monument. Meets 
4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-3282. 

• The Literati and Beyond Writers Circle, Wed., Jun. 25, 7 
p.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Writers of all ages and experience levels are invited to join 
this new group for writers. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 
Nancy, 481-4352. 

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and kids in 
your area. Weekly activities and playgroups scheduled 
throughout the month for ages birth and up. Moms living in 
Monument and Palmer Lake contact Erin V at 487-8233 or 
erin.vineyard@gmail.com. Moms living in zip 80921 and parts 
of Black Forest contact Debbie at debdidovic@gmail.com 
or Missy at 487-7829. Visit www.momsclub.org for more 
information. 

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Jul. 1, 6:30 
p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St., Palmer 
Lake. New members welcome. Normally meets 1st Tue. each 
month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck Lunch, 
Thu., Jul. 3, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: Kay Reuteler, 488-3263.

• Women’s Connection of Tri-Lakes, Thu., Jul. 3, 11:30 
a.m., Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. 
Cost: $15. Meets the first Thu. each month. For free nursery 
and luncheon reservations, call Jean at 481-9184 or e-mail 
Charlotte at charlotte_kennel@yahoo.com.

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Jul. 3, 7 p.m., Church at 
Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu. each month. 
Info: Carolyn at 488-9791 or e-mail her at hockcf@aol.com.

• One–The Campaign to End Poverty, Sun., Jul. 6, 1:
30 p.m., Panera Bread’s Community Room, 7344 North 
Academy, Colorado Springs (near Chapel Hills Mall). If 
you want to know how you can help end extreme global 
poverty, please come and meet like-minded people. 
Meets 1st Sun. each month. Info: www.one.org or e-mail 
amglasford@comcast.net.

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Palmer Lake Kid’s Fishing Derby, Sat., Jun. 7, 8 a.m.-

noon, Palmer Lake. This popular annual event is for kids 
4-16 years old. Info: 481-2953.

• Gleneagle Garage Sale, Sat., Jun. 7, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Info: Bill 
Bristol, 481-3366 or Bill Carroll, 488-4288. 

• Fire Station Open House & BBQ, Sat., Jun. 7, 10:30 
a.m.-2 p.m., Wescott Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Dr. The 
Donald Wescott Fire Department Rescue 1 Volunteers will 
hold a BBQ lunch in conjunction with the Gleneagle garage 
sale. Stop by for hot dogs, chips, soda, and station and 
truck tours. Crews will be on hand to answer fire safety and 
emergency medical service questions. Info: 488-8680.

• Spring Fine Art Show Opening Reception, Sat., Jun. 7, 5-8 
p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts, 304 Highway 105, Palmer 
Lake. The Palmer Lake Art Group (PLAG) will present its 
annual Spring Fine Art Show June 3 through June 27. The 
exhibit is open noon-4 p.m., Tue.- Sat. Free admission. 
Funds raised from the show go toward scholarships to senior 
students at Lewis-Palmer High School who plan to continue 
their studies in art. Info: Suzanne Jenne, 303-681-0274, or 
Margarete Seagraves, 487-1329.

• Tri-Lakes Cruisers Benefit Car Show, Sun., Jun. 8, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m., downtown Monument. Over 200 cars line the 
streets of historic downtown Monument for this annual event 
that benefits Tri-Lakes Cares. Info: visit www.tlcruisers.org.

• Model Engineering & Historic Power Show at Western 
Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI), Thu., Jun. 
12- Sun., Jun. 15, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. daily. Attractions include 
hundreds of operating handcrafted scale model turbines, 
airplane engines, trains, museum tours, Keep-What-You-
Find Gold Panning, hayrides, and much more! Picnic 
grounds and a food vendor are onsite. Cost: $8 adults, $7 
military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 children 3-12, free 
to children under 3 & museum members. WMMI is located 
at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, 
#156A, across from the north entrance to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. Reservations and info: phone 488-0880 or visit 
www.wmmi.org. 

• Forestgate Community Theater presents The Sound Of 
Music, Thu.-Sat., Jun. 12-14, 7 p.m., with Sat. matinees at 1 
p.m., Forestgate Presbyterian Church, 970 North Gate Blvd., 
Colorado Springs. Cost: $8 general seating. Info: 495-5672 
or visit www.forestgate.org.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined by 
the Dave German Band, Fri., Jun. 13, opening acts begin 
7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest 
Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. Cost: $5 nonmembers, $3 
members. Info: www.blackroseacoustic.org or call 282-
0760. 

• LPHS Booster Club’s Golf Tournament and Silent 
Auction, Sat., Jun. 14, at King’s Deer Golf Club, 19255 
Royal Troon Dr.. Shotgun start at 8 a.m. Guaranteed fun 
for all, even if you’re not a golfer! Proceeds benefit Lewis-
Palmer High School athletic programs. Cost: $120, includes 
green fee, balls, cart, catered lunch. Info: John Lee, 659-0297 
or Ron Kellerhouse, 481-9398. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society Father’s Day Ice Cream 
Social, Sun., June 15, 2 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Complimentary pie and ice cream. The 
Jessumbuds bluegrass band will entertain. Normally meets 
3rd Thu. Info: Call Richard Cooper, 572-5104 or e-mail 
plhist@aol.com. 

• Community safety class for all ages, Sat., Jun. 21, 2-4 
p.m., U.S. Taekwondo Center, 16328 Jackson Creek Parkway 
(east of Wal-Mart). Learn some fire safety, stranger danger 
awareness, and self-defense. The Tri-Lakes Fire Department, 
Monument Police Department, and the U.S. Taekwondo 
Center are teaming up for this seminar. Proceeds will benefit 
the Monument Police Department. Tickets are $5 and must 
be purchased in advance; call the U.S. Taekwondo Center, 
488-4321.

• Monument Academy Golf Tournament, Mon., Jun. 
23, Woodmoor Pines Country Club. Shot-gun start at 8 
a.m. Four-person Team Scramble. Prizes awarded for 
first- through fourth-place teams. Individual contest holes. 
$125 per player. Info: Walt Marty, 488-9279 or visit 
www.monumentacademy.net.

• Garage Sale benefiting The Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society, Fri., Jun. 27 & Sat., Jun. 28, 8 a.m.-3 p.m., 440 
Avocet Loop, Colorado Springs. Find unique bargains and 
support a worthy cause. Info: Christy Romine, 439-5296.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined by 
Bruce Hayes, Fri., Jun. 27, opening acts begin 7 p.m., Black 
Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup 
Rd., Black Forest. Cost: $5 nonmembers, $3 members. Info: 
www.blackroseacoustic.org or call 282-0760. 

• Auditions for Romeo and Juliet and A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Sat., Jun. 28, time by appointment, 
Monument Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Actors ages 
13-19 years old are invited to try out for parts in these plays. 
Info: visit www.shakespeare-off-the-shelf.net or call director 
Karen Hamer, 502-9056.

• Griffith Golf Tournament, Mon., June 30, 8 a.m., The 
Golf Club at Bear Dance, Larkspur. This fundraiser for 
Griffith Centers for Children features a player breakfast, 
Hole-in-One contest, silent auction, post-play luncheon, 

and awards ceremony. Corporate teams can vie for a new 
trophy, the Griffith Cup. Cost per player is $250, foursomes 
are $1,000. Sponsorships are $500 to $5,000. The centers 
serve children and teens who are victims of severe emotional, 
physical, and sexual abuse. Registration and info: Barb 
Ritchie, 303-237-6865, X12, or visit www.griffithcenters.or
g. 

• Children’s Carnival, Thu., July 3, 3-5 p.m., Sibell’s Barn, 
Front Street in downtown Monument. Info: Si or Dorothy, 
481-3382.

• Barn Dance, Thu., July 3, 8 p.m. to midnight, Sibell’s barn, 
Front Street in downtown Monument. The featured band is 
Jack Daddy Band. Cost: $10 per person or $15 per couple; 
all proceeds go to charities. Beer, wine, and sodas will be 
available (ID required for alcohol). Info: Si or Dorothy, 481-
3382.

For July 4 community events see page 41

• “Proud To Be An American” art show, Fri., July 4, noon-4 
p.m., Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA), 304 Highway 
105, Palmer Lake. The show features a contest to select the 
artwork for the 2009 4th of July celebration. Contact TLCA 
for entry info; the entry deadline is June 27. Info: 481-0475; 
e-mail info@trilakesarts.org; website: trilakesarts.org.

• Tractor Rodeo, Fri., July 4, 1 p.m. A demonstration of 
competitive driving skills such as pushing barrels and 
navigating an obstacle course. Park at the gazebo and take a 
free hayride to and from the event. Info: Al Goodman at 440-
1105; or visit www.palmerlakefireworks.com.

• Olde Town Fair, Sat., July 5, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. lakeside at the 
ball field on Hwy 105 in Palmer Lake. The event includes 
family games, kids fun land by Airnastics (nominal cost), 
live music, and Mount Herman 4H Club project displays. 
Proceeds benefit the Palmer Lake Fireworks Fund. Info: 
Carol DeBlois, 481-6218; e-mail, info@palmerlakefireworks
.com, or visit www. palmerlakefireworks.com.

• Tractor Pull, Sat., July 5, 11 a.m., Palmer Lake. Features a 
display of antique farm equipment. Tractors from 1952 and 
earlier pull weighted sleighs over a measured course. Park 
free at the gazebo and take a free hayride to and from the 
event. Info: Al Goodman, 440-1105, or visit www.palmerlak
efireworks.com. 

To have your event listed at no charge in Our Community 
Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send the information to 
our_community_calendar@hotmail.com or P.O. Box 1742, 

Monument, Colorado 80132.
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BASEMENT FINISHING
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 

www.BaileyHomesMonument.com 

A RadioShack Dealer 
Tri-Lakes Electronics 

481-2387

Great Gifts  
Dad Really Wants

High-Tech  
Tools for the  
Do Stuff Dad

Expert Advice � Great Prices � Neighborhood Location 

491 Highway 105 ~ Next to Starbucks 

Right Here
in Monument! 

We welcome Ricky, Christine, 
and Abby Schutt to Abundant Life 
Assembly of God in Monument! 
Ricky is the new Associate Pastor 
overseeing the Youth and 
Children�s Ministry.  

Ricky was an Air Force kid and 
lived in many different cities and 
countries growing up. In his early 
teen years his family moved to 
Panama City, Florida where his 
family still calls home. After 
graduating high school in Panama 
City, Ricky joined the U.S. Navy 
and was stationed in Jacksonville, 
Florida. He served 18 years and 9 
months and was a Fight Engineer. 

After leaving the military due to 
a disability discharge, he was 
employed in Jacksonville, Florida 
at New Life Christian Fellowship 
as the Elementary Director and 
acted as the Children�s Pastor. 
After leaving Jacksonville, Ricky, 
Christine and Abby moved to 
Huntsville, Alabama and he started 
a career in sales. They lived in 
Huntsville for about 6 years and 
Nashville, TN in the Franklin area 
for about 1 year.  

Last June they felt the Lord 
leading them to Denver, CO and 
resided in Castle Pines North until 
accepting the position at Abundant 
Life in March.  

Christine is a full time student at 
Colorado Christian University and 
Abby is in the 6th grade and home 
schools. The family is very excited 
to be a part of the Monument 
community and has big plans for 
the Youth and Children�s 
Ministries at Abundant Life 
Church. They are looking forward 
to seeing the ministries grow and 
prosper and the children and youth 
of the Monument area to be 
impacted for Christ. They desire 
the children to grow in a deeper 
knowledge of God�s Word, 
worship to God and prayer. They 
hope to make a difference for 
Christ for the community. 

We�re here for you.  
Abundant Life Church 

216 N. Jefferson St.  
Downtown Monument 

 719-481-3214

Alice�s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate Presents  

A Stunning Monument Home

� Private setting on one-acre 
� 5 bedrooms, 4 baths 
� 3-car garage 
� Invisible pet fencing 
� Many more custom features 

� Gorgeous views  
� Cathedral ceilings 
� Lots of windows  
� Finished walk-out basement 
� Quick closing! 

View this home at www.VisualTour.com #0095 6615 
www.ColoradoSpringsHomePages.com  

Call Alice for a Showing Today! 
Alice Sweatman  

719-200-5258

$699
,000

15954 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Suite B-281 - Monument, CO 80132
www.mountainfinancialgroup.com

TIRED of Low CD Rates?

What would you do with an extra $300 to $5000 per
month?

This is not an offer to sell securities or to make an investment.

Earn more in 3 months than you do now in 1 year!

Have you ever thought of investing in Real Estate as a
secured Lender?

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

719-487-1559
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