
By David Futey
A ribbon-cutting ceremony, numerous 
thanks for volunteer efforts, a renowned 
performer playing on stage, and a lawn 
full of concert-goers were the sights and 
sounds at the opening of the Monument 
Band Shell. The eight-year effort to build 
the band shell, constructed on the corner 
of Second and Front Streets in Limbach 
Park, finally ended on July 9. It was built 
with joint financing among local business-
es and the town, along with considerable 
volunteer support. 

Through cookie sales at a concert 
series over those eight years and by other 
means, the Historic Monument Merchants 
Association raised over $13,000, with an-
other $50,000 contributed by the Town of 
Monument. 

Another key component in the band 
shell’s design and construction that was 

highlighted throughout the opening 
ceremony was the significant volunteer 
contributions. Cathy Green, Monument 
town manager, noted the following as 
contributors:
• John P. Nelson Associates
• Robinson Construction
• Barton Brothers Concrete
• Clark Land Surveying Inc.
• MK Meyer Electric
• Anthony Manufacturing
• CJ Masonry
• Kane Koncrete Inc.
• Peak View Roofing
• Parker Excavating
• MCM Engineering
• Yee Consulting Engineering
• Geoquest LLC 
• Pikes Peak Regional Building 

Department
• The Town of Monument

Along with these companies and organiza-
tions, Woody Woodworth, owner of High 
Country Home & Garden, Tommie Plank, 
owner of Covered Treasures Bookstore, 
and other downtown merchants provided 
continual support to the effort. 

Since the inception of the summer 
concerts, performers have played for free. 
However, in the tradition of traveling 
minstrel shows, a hat is passed around the 
audience for contributions to the perform-
ers. On this evening the “Zen Cowboy,” 
Chuck Pyle, and Gordon Burt, accompa-
nying Pyle on fiddle, were the recipients of 
the audience’s appreciation and christened 
the stage with a mix of Pyle’s songs. The 
Concerts in the Park Series in July also 
included Sweet Revenge, Bob Turner, and 
Jim Adam. On Wednesday, Aug. 6, blue-
grass band Palmer Divide will perform 
from 7 to 9 p.m. 

By Chris Pollard
In an informational meeting held on 
July 22 at the Pinecrest Events Center in 
Palmer Lake, with about 60 people pres-
ent, Chris Amendsen, president of the 
Front Range Environmental Resource 
Coalition (FRERC), gave a brief update 
regarding the proposal by Dyad Petroleum 
to drill for natural gas west of the Tri-lakes 
region. The coalition had invited Dr. Theo 
Colborn, the internationally renowned and 
awarded expert on the effects of chemicals 
used and generated in the production of 
natural gas, to give a talk about the many 

issues with chemicals related to this pro-
cess.

Amendsen noted that while the cur-
rent proposal by Dyad was to drill two test 
wells, it had in fact leased 21,000 acres of 
the Pike National Forest. With a density 
of wells that could be reasonably seen to 
reach one per every 40 acres, the final tally 
could exceed 500 wells.

He presented a chart that illustrated 
a section of the geology in the local area. 
This showed the Denver/Arapahoe aquifer, 
from which local water districts draw their 
water, going down about 6,250 feet. Dyad 

wants to drill through this aquifer down to 
8,000 feet. The two proposed drilling sites 
are on two 5-acre sites adjacent to Rasp-
berry Mountain—almost immediately 
adjacent to the Red Rocks subdivision.

Amendsen pointed out that because 
drilling has effects below and above 
ground, the problem is not just a Tri-Lakes 
problem but also a Colorado Springs and 
Air Force Academy problem.

No decision on the drilling is expected 
before spring 2009, but the environmental 
assessment by the U.S. Forest Service 
could be released as early as January 2009. 
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Above (L-R) Gordon Burt accompanies Chuck Pyle at the 
opening of the Monument Band Shell at Limbach Park on 
July 9. Photo by David Futey. See p40 for more photos.

The concert attracted a good turnout. In the background, 
a train’s horn competes with the music. Photo by Jim 
Kendrick.

Monument Band Shell opens on a high note
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He noted that Dyad had been invited to at-
tend the meeting but had again declined. 
Amendsen added that even with all the 
potential liabilities inherent in a drilling 

operation, Dyad, an eight-person com-
pany, would have to post only a $50,000 
performance bond.

Bonnie Hildebrandt, a member of 

FRERC, then introduced the guest speak-
er. She noted that the primary goal of the 
presentation was to provide education on 
the issues of air and water pollution re-
lated to gas drilling operations. Colborn 

is an international expert on health is-
sues related to the chemicals used in the 
gas drilling process. The information she 
has provided will form the cornerstone of 
FRERC’s response to the environmen-
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tal assessment report. FRERC 
had concerns over the Forest 
Service’s and Dyad’s ability to 
maintain safe operations.

Colborn has spoken in sev-
eral countries, written a book, 
“Our Stolen Future,” and found-
ed the organization called the 
Endocrine Disruption Exchange. 
She has received numerous acco-
lades and international awards. 
She was an advisor to the EPA 
on endocrine disruption issues 
and was selected as one of Time 
magazine’s 2007 Global En-
vironmental Heroes.

In a biography handed 
out at the meeting, Colborn 
was noted as an expert on 
the trans-generational ef-
fects of toxic chemicals in 
the womb on the developing 
endocrine, immune, meta-
bolic and nervous systems. 
She is a professor emeritus 
of zoology at the University 
of Florida, Gainesville.

Colborn said she would 
talk about “What you need 
to know about natural 
gas production.” She then 
showed some pictures of 
gas drilling operations in 
Garfield County, where well 
heads had now reached a 
density of one per 35 acres. 
Some wells in production 
had a number of evaporation 
ponds and others had larger 
ponds for storing water 
that comes up with the gas. 
These ponds are filled by 
water trucks driven from 
yet other wells close by. 
In the evaporation ponds, 
powered misters are set up 
to force the water into the 
air. Now the permits have 
been changed in the area to 
increase the density to allow 

one well per 10 acres.
To illustrate the various 

stages in the construction of a 
well, Colborn talked about a 
well being drilled in Gunnison 
County, but the water from the 
site feeds into Garfield County. 
Two ponds are present at the first 
stages of drilling—one filled 
with the rock chips from the cut-
ting head and the other with drill-
ing mud used as a lubricant and 
blocking agent. The area where 
they were drilling was immedi-

ately adjacent to a creek. During 
the drilling operation, a methane 
leak developed and started to 
flow into the creek. This drilling 
is occurring on lands within the 
national forest where farms have 
become no longer profitable and 
the owners are selling out to en-
ergy companies.

While drilling, the men 
work 12 hours on 12 hours off, 
because drilling has to continue 
around the clock. The men are 
typically hired on contract, 

without benefits, starting at $28 
an hour.

The next phase of the opera-
tion is called frac-ing (fractur-
ing), though the industry is now 

trying to change this to “stimula-
tion,” Colborn said. There may 
be as many as 28 wells on a drill-
ing pad site. Each of these wells 
will have up to six spurs out the 
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bottom of the main drill pipe. Then, with explosives and 
high pressure injection of chemicals, these individual 
spurs are fractured out to as much as 2,000 feet. In the 
process the equipment on the surface uses vast quantities 
of diesel fuel for running the pumps and trucks associ-
ated with the operation. Each well may require around 20 
“frac-ing tanks.” While the tanks are supposed to be kept 
closed, it is common for them to be left open. 

After the frac-ing fluids are forced down the well and 
left under pressure for a period, the pressure is released 
and the fluids then come back up the pipe and are stored in 

the tanks. The thousands of gallons of fluids involved in 
fracturing the well include surfactants, proppers to hold 
the bore open and various other chemicals. In addition, 
there is extensive use of very strong biocides. The reason 
for the biocides is to kill bacteria down the hole that might 
produce hydrogen sulfide. Other bacteria that are killed 
can corrode the drill pipes. The material is extremely tox-
ic, and the industry now is turning to organic biocides. 

The trucks that store the concentrated frac-ing chem-
icals are usually anonymous-looking large U-Haul-style 
trucks. Chemicals are kept in 42-gallon barrels inside the 

trucks with no indication on the outside that they con-
tain toxic chemicals.

As diesel is burned in the frac-ing and well servic-
ing, considerable levels of NOx (nitrogen oxides) are 

produced. The wells also generate quantities of volatile 
organic compounds that are vented off. In sunlight, these 
two sorts of compounds combine to produce ozone. In 
Pinedale, Wyo., they are reaching 122 parts per billion 
in the middle of winter. Colborn said the concentrations 
should be limited so that people are not exposed to more 
than 40 parts per billion, because the ozone molecules can 
get into the lungs and destroy cells. This damage is cumu-
lative, and tests have shown that children exposed to these 
molecules in the air in the Los Angeles area now have 
reduced lung capacity by the time they reach their early 
20s. It is also known to trigger asthma. She said increas-
ing ozone concentrations causes reduced birth weights in 
newborns and rising incidences of asthma.

Because of the clean air in the Colorado area, moni-
toring of ozone has not been extensive. More recently, 
Pinedale, Aspen, and Denver are having ozone prob-
lems. In Denver, this is thought to be due to drilling 
north of the city.

Colborn then described the process of removing the 
dirty water from the gas. Each well head has a dehydra-
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tor and a flaring stack. The dehydrator consists of a tank 
where the gas is bubbled through ethylene glycol to absorb 
the water. The ethylene glycol then goes to another tank 
where it is heated to remove the water, and the condensate 
from that ends up in storage tanks. The other polluting 
gases that come up with the natural gas are flared off by 
burning on site. Because the process is apt to freeze in the 
winter, methanol is stored on site to heat the system. 

Colborn noted that some new sites have a closed 
system, and water condensate is re-injected back into the 
well. She also noted the presence at each site of 500 hp 

diesel-driven fan and pump combinations that cool and 
pump the gas at about 500 pounds per square inch into the 
distribution pipes. These pumps can be built immediately 
adjacent to homes, and noise suppression equipment can 
muffle the sound. 

Some of the coal bed methane wells that are nearer 
the surface give off tremendous amounts of fugitive 
methane coming directly out of the ground. This is a con-
cern because methane is a much more powerful climate-
changing gas than carbon dioxide.

In a further comment on the evaporation pits, Col-

born said that she had found that most of these ponds were 
not covered with nets to protect animals and birds as they 
were supposed to be. She had been able to fly over some 
of the ponds hidden in the mountains near Grand Junc-
tion. These ponds were exceeding their allowable limits 
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in the tonnage of volatile organic 
compounds dumped in them. In 
her opinion this was being exac-
erbated by wildcatters dumping 
into the ponds. 

A new evaporation pond 
west of Grand Junction is now 
servicing one water truck per 
minute. The tendency is to run 

some of these ponds very close 
to overflowing. Another issue 
with the evaporation ponds has 
to do with the sticky residue that 
is left at the end of the process. 
Some companies have bought 
land close to the ponds and are 
now “discing” the residue into 
the surface soil. 

Colborn then talked about 
her unique research into the 
types of chemicals used in 
frac-ing mixes. Information is 

not published nor required to be 
published on the materials that 
companies use. She has found 
one complete recipe for these 
compounds but has needed to 
analyze the contaminated wa-
ter found in residential wells 
to determine what chemicals 
are used. People whose wells 
have been compromised have 
reported bizarre health effects. 
Many of these people have ad-
renal gland problems and other 
endocrine-related problems. 
In almost all cases, it has been 
impossible to prove that the ill-
nesses are directly caused by the 
contamination. 

Over the years, Colborn 
has accumulated information 
on chemical use on the Western 
Slope. Through the availabil-
ity of MSDS (Material Safety 
Data Sheets) she has identified 
215 products containing 278 
chemicals. A Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology intern 
helped her categorize the health 
effects of these chemicals. Of 
the chemicals used, 93 percent 
had the potential for causing 
adverse health effects. Of these, 
81 percent have the potential 
of four to 14 health effects, 
and 42 percent are endocrine 

disruptors. These are more of a 
problem because they can have 
prenatal effects. She noted that 
many people now suffer from 
endocrine-related problems such 
as thyroid problems and diabe-
tes. While most organizations 
cite the lack of cancer-causing 
problems with these chemicals, 
other health problems are much 
more prevalent. 

In a study of old evapora-
tion pits in New Mexico, most 
of the chemicals in the pits were 
on the Superfund list. This had 
the potential to make every pit a 
Superfund site. 

Colborn then turned to the 
atmospheric effects of haze. 
Conifers were susceptible to the 
level of haze, and she believed 
that parts of the San Bernardino 
Forest in California were lost be-
cause of the ozone haze there.

We do not know every 
chemical used by the gas drill-
ing industry, Colborn said, and 
we do not know the quantities 
used nor their concentration or 
what combinations are used. 
She said we do not know what 
is recovered and what is left in 
the evaporation pits. Nobody is 
keeping track of the vast quanti-
ties of water that drillers’ trucks 
take from the Colorado River 
and that might not be returned, 
she said.

Colborn said there is a need 
to implement baseline monitor-
ing of well sites and then moni-
tor them continuously while in 
production. She said there are 
chronic latent problems with the 
contamination of the ground, 
water, and air. 

She noted that further in-
formation was available at her 
organization’s Web site: www.e
ndocrinedisruption.org

Colborn then introduced 
Laura Amos, who lived in the gas 
drilling area of Garfield County 
and who was diagnosed with pri-
mary hyperaldosteronism, a very 
rare condition involving a tumor 
in the adrenal gland.

Amos said she had lived in 
a “gas patch” on a small ranch 
in rural Colorado. This area had 
a huge amount of natural gas 
below the surface, and initially 
it was not exploited. Then, Halli-
burton developed the technology 
for frac-ing, and Garfield County 
is now the site for more than 
25,000 active gas wells, some 
only 150 feet from homes.

The process was initiated 
in 1998 by the arrival of a land 
manager representing the drill-
ing company. A few months 
later, work began on her property 
and by 2003 she realized that she 
was now living in an industrial 
wasteland. The environment had 
been completely taken over, and 
there was constant traffic. 

There were many nasty 
odors of diesel fuel natural gas 
products, and it smelled like a 
chemical lab every day, Amos 
said. She was awakened in the 
middle of the night with head-
aches and subjected to around-
the-clock lights and profanity 
from the drilling and mainte-
nance crews and their trucks.

Because of her health 
problems, she spent eight to 12 
months doing research on natural 
gas production and became inter-
ested in the chemicals used. She 
found information on them was 
unavailable, and Congress had 
given the industry an exemption 
from the safe drinking water act. 
The watchdog organization of 
the Colorado Oil and Gas Com-
mission was made up mostly of 
oil and gas industry people.

Amos came across a memo 
written by Colborn noting the 
use in frac-ing of a chemical 
called 2 butoxyethanol that had 
a tendency to induce malignant 
and non-malignant adrenal gland 
tumors. While EnCana, the drill-
ing company, initially denied the 
use of this compound, she found 
out that at a later frac-ing site it 
was indeed being used. EnCana 
then organized the delivery of 
commercial water. 

She said that she then be-
came more active in trying to 
solve the problem. While she and 
her husband were investigating 
outfitters, she found herself in an 
unlikely partnership with envi-
ronmental organizations. Think-
ing that the federal government 
was on the side of the people, her 
research only led her to believe 
that the White House was insep-
arable from the energy industry. 
She became overwhelmed by the 
problem of taking on a multi-bil-
lion dollar industry. She has had 
little luck in finding lawyers to 
help her tackle the issues, and the 
media attention she has gained 
has upset workers in her area to 
the point where her family has 
been threatened. 

The only positive turning 
point has come about through 
discussions with Colorado state 
officials. The Colorado Oil 
and Gas Commission has been 
restructured by the state Legis-
lature to include non-industry 
participants, and there is some 
hope that the oil and gas laws 
will be rewritten. 

Amos said that we need to 
continue drilling but the drill-
ing should be done responsibly. 
She said that the industry tried 
to pay for public approval by 
donating money for local causes 
and buildings. People should do 
their own research on the oil and 
gas industry and get to know the 
regulations and attend the Gas 
Commission meetings. 

Glenn Yoder, treasurer of 
FRERC, gave a short summary 
of the group’s funding to date. 
Donations totaled $15,440, with 
expenses of $2,157. A recent 
benefit concert raised $1,300. 
The organization estimates it 
would need close to $50,000 to 
prepare an adequate response to 
the environmental assessment. 
If the group gets halfway to the 
goal, it plans to start working 
on research for the response, he 
said.

**********
For more information, see 
www.frerc.org.
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Driving skills tests are subject to availability.
Prices may change without notice.

Comprehensive, 30 hour Driver Education 
(Mandatory for 15 year-olds)

4 hour Driver Awareness Lectures for 15 1/2 year-olds
(Available in both Colorado Springs & Parker)

Private In-Car Instruction

2 hour

4 hour

6 hour (mandatory for 15 year-olds)

8 hour

& 12 hour programs

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Point Reduction Programs:

Adult Defensive Driving Programs

“Last Chance” Level 3 Driver Improvement

State Testing:

State Permit Testing

State License Skills Testing

State Motorcycle Testing

Official Colorado state tests are provided on a walk-in basis and 
replace tests provided by the Department of Revenue.  Test with 
us; No Appointment Necessary.

•

•

•

•

•

We offer the following products and services in your area:

Lewis-Palmer District 38 now offers
Driver Education with

Obtaining a permit or license in Colorado can be confusing.  All Colorado citizens seeking a license must 
first obtain a permit, and all permit applicants in Colorado must demonstrate proof of age and identity (an original 
government birth certificate), proof of social security number, proof of residence, and the ability to pass written and 
visual examinations.  Teenagers must have a parent or guardian sign an affidavit of liability.  
Teenagers under the age of 16 have the additional requirement of completing a state approved 
driver education program.  In order for an individual to obtain a permit at age 15, that teen 
must show proof of completing a driver education course within 6 months of the permit 
application.  This proof is called an “Affidavit of Completion” and it is issued by a driving 
school such as the National Driver Training Institute. 

Did you know?  The full driver education may be delivered in a classroom setting or 
in a self-study format.  Teens may take a full driver education course as early as their 

freshman year; age 14 and 6 months.
Once a minor receives a permit, he or she may work on the requirements to obtain a 

license.  These requirements include holding the permit for one full year and driving at least 
50 hours under the supervision of a parent or guardian.  Teens who obtain a permit before 
age 15 1/2 must also complete 6 hours of in-car instruction.

National Driver Training Institute provides programs licensed and regulated by the State of 
Colorado to qualify teens for a permit at the age of 15 years or older.  Our goal is to provide teens 
and their families with flexible options to meet today’s comprehensive driver education requirements.  We offer self-
paced driver education programs that include 30 hours of study and qualify for insurance discounts.  We also offer state 
mandated in-car instruction in  four 90-minute sessions.  Please call for price information.

Qualifying 30 hour programs are offered through the 
Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Learning Points Program

The L-P District #38 program includes 15 hours of class work and 15 hours of home work.  The enrollment is 
accomplished through the Lewis-Palmer District 38 website.  The fee covers enrollment, tuition, supplies (a Driver 
Education Manual and Driver Education program CD-ROM) and lecture fee.  In-car instruction is available for an 
additional fee. Enroll Online:

www.Lewis-Palmer.org

On the left side of the page select “Community Schools” then “Middle and High School” 

New Classes begin in September.

With convenient testing centers at:
14311 E. 4th St      4432 Austin Bluffs Pkwy     1040 S. Raritan St
 Aurora, CO 80011     Colorado Springs, CO 80918     Denver, CO 80223
303-343-8100      719-266-4700      303-922-1000

311 East County Line Road A-19     478 Malley Dr      17727 Cottonwood Dr
Littleton. CO 80122      Northglenn, CO 80233     Parker, CO 80134
303-738-5908       303-255-2675      720-876-0400
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Monument Academy Board, July 15

Board gives update on new Academy school building
By Chris Pollard

About 60 parents gathered at Monument 
Hill Church on July 15 to hear an update 
on the construction and financing of the 
new Monument Academy school.

Dana Murphree, the owners’ repre-
sentative, said that the building had been 
connected with Qwest and some of the 
painting had been completed. The elevator 
had been delivered but not yet installed. 
The contractor had started placing some 
of the ceiling and tiling and was working 
on the concrete curb and gutter outside. 

Work had begun on the stone facing on 
the east end of the gym. 

Jay McKeown, board secretary, and 
Laura Hannon, treasurer, then gave an 
update on the schedule for construction 
and opening of the school as well as in-
formation on financing for the building. 
JE Dunn, the contractor in charge of 
construction, was now planning on hav-
ing a temporary certificate of occupancy 
on Aug. 21 and working toward getting a 
permanent certificate of occupancy for the 
same date.

Members of the Academy School 
Board had met with JE Dunn to go over 
the financial status of the project. Al-
though JE Dunn had informed people 
that they would run out of funds on July 
25, they had reviewed their position and 
expected the funds to last through the end 
of July. This was significant, because July 
23 was the date when the board expected 
to get approval of another bond issue to 
cover the extra costs. 

The bond holders who had financed 
the original issue of bonds had asked for 
more information before they could decide 
on whether these should be subordinated 
bonds or parity bonds. If they are par-
ity bonds, the holders of the newly issued 
bonds would have the same status as the 
original holders. Holders of subordinated 
bonds would have a lower status. 

They planned to meet with the state 
board and bond underwriter on July 23. If 
approved, they might be able to get funds 
as early as September. If this happened, 
they would have one month to finance. If 
they could get a commitment letter from 
the bond issuers, they felt that they could 
get a bank loan to cover this.

On the positive side, they announced 
that the Monument Academy Foundation, 
which had earlier accepted a donation of 
4.5 acres of land in the Highway 105 cor-
ridor, had come to an agreement with a 
buyer. The Academy board expected the 
foundation to donate the proceeds, ex-
pected to be a substantial sum of money, 
to the Academy funds. 

Contingency plans: They then went 
on to discuss talks with School District 
38 and contingency plans if the school is 
not ready to open for students on Sept. 8. 
Students need to be in school on Sept. 15 
for a state mandated count on Oct. 1 that 
determines the head count for the year. If 
there were further delays, they might be 
able to petition the state Board of Edu-
cation to delay the count date. As far as 
the teaching schedule, they believed they 
could accommodate later start dates.

Hannon said they were confident 
that they will meet the date, noting the 
significant steps to completing the interior 
of the building. At the last meeting they 
had noted that the mechanical aspect of 
construction was running about a week 
behind, but that was now on schedule. 
JE Dunn has also been having regular in-
spections of the work, so that they did not 
expect any surprises.

In the question-and-answer session at 
the end of the meeting, Murphree noted 
that access to Highway 105 was to be at 
a new signaled junction currently under 
construction at the west end of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints park-
ing lot.

When asked about the missing upper 
walls of the gymnasium at the east end of 
the building, she said that the metal siding 
was expected to be installed during the 
next week.
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*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Offer good on new, used and refinanced vehicles.  Offer is good for terms up to 
72 months. With approved credit. 72 monthly payments of $161.00 per $10,000.00 borrowed at 4.99% APR. Offer 
expires August 16, 2008. Rate subject to change. Other rates and terms available. Membership 
requirements and other restrictions apply.  Call 800.223.1983 for more information. Federally 
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What�s Bugging You? 

Clinical Hypnosis can help you regain control of your life!  

Client Directed, Goal Oriented 
Any situation or condition can be helped with hypnosis. 

Hypnosis treats the �Cause� not the �Symptom� 
Call to schedule your FREE half hour consultation.  

Awakening Knowledge
Offices in Colorado Springs, Highlands Ranch, & Monument, CO 

719-648-3070 By appointment only    Call to schedule. 
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By John Heiser
The Lewis-Palmer District 38 School board held a special 
meeting July 24 to receive a briefing from Superintendent 
Ray Blanch on the latest information on the Monument 
Academy (MA) finances. During the course of the meet-
ing, it was stated that MA intends to pursue a second bond 
issue to cover the shortfall in financing for the new build-
ing that is under construction on Highway 105 just east 
of Knollwood Drive. Including the costs associated with 
the second bond issue, the shortfall is now estimated to be 
$1.6 million, an increase from the $1.2 million shortfall 
reported in June. 

Present for the meeting were school board president 
Dee Dee Eaton and board members Jeff Cantlebary, Mark 
Pfoff, and Gail Wilson. Board member John Mann par-
ticipated by speakerphone.

At the beginning of the meeting, the district board 
members present unanimously approved two consent 
agenda items. The first item addressed personnel issues 
including appointment of licensed staff. Eaton said this 
item involved replacement of staff no longer with the 
district. She said the total number of full-time equivalent 
licensed staff would not increase as a result of approval of 
the item. The second consent agenda item was for expen-
ditures over $25,000 requiring board approval.

Blanch presented background on the MA financial 
situation. Some highlights of his presentation and the as-
sociated discussion were:
• Blanch noted that under state law, MA has the 

authority, independent of the district, to contract, 
budget, lease or purchase school facilities, retain 
fees, establish educational programs, and hire and 
compensate employees. He said that obligations 
entered into by MA are the sole responsibility of MA 
and not the district. He added that MA is responsible 
to maintain its own financial records.

• He said district staff and MA staff held additional 
meetings on July 8, July 18, and July 24.

• MA has been unable to obtain a bank loan to cover 
the shortfall. On July 23, MA met with the Colorado 
Educational and Cultural Facilities Authority 
(CECFA). CECFA has authorized MA to pursue a 
second bond issue but declined to guarantee that 
second bond issue. The second bonds are to be 
at parity with the first bonds and so the second 
bond issue would require approval by the current 
bondholders.

• District Chief Financial Officer Cheryl Wangeman 
said that instead of an interest rate of about 6 percent, 
like the first bond issue, the lack of a guarantee on 
the second bond issue would probably mean the 
second bond issue will carry an interest rate of about 
9-10 percent. She added that it would likely take 4-6 
weeks to get the bonds issued.

• MA claims their enrollment is 551 full-time 
equivalents (FTE). Blanch said current enrollment 
figures in the student information system show 526 
FTE. MA says some parents have not yet completed 
enrollment. Blanch said that the funding to MA will 
be based on the July 1 count of 526.

• Blanch said that even though the building contractor 
JE Dunn is hoping to meet a “target date” of August 
21 for a permanent certificate of occupancy, the 
contractual completion date is October 22. MA 
classes are scheduled to start September 8.  Blanch 
said MA is expecting to receive a written statement 
next week from the building contractor committing 
to the target date.

• Enrollment numbers per school as of October 1 
determine subsequent state funds. Blanch reported 
that the Monument Academy currently has no 
contingency plan to house students in the event the 
school is not completed in time for the start of the 
2008-09 school year. He added that the district is 
preparing a contingency plan to absorb the students 
in the event the new school is not ready in time.

• Blanch said the district has not yet received the year-
end fund balances needed to determine compliance 
with Tax Payer Bill of Rights (TABOR) reserve 
requirements. He noted that earlier figures from MA 
suggest they will have a narrow margin to comply 
with TABOR. Blanch added that the terms of the 
first bond issue require MA to maintain a 5 percent 
reserve in addition to the 3 percent TABOR reserve.

• Wangeman said the lease payments on the building in 
2008-09 will be partially covered by bond proceeds. 
She added that her bigger concern is the 2009-10 
budget since the lease costs will “go way up.” Wilson 
said the district should ask for two years of budgets.

• Blanch said the funding shortfall may be a violation 
of state law that prohibits public schools from 
entering into a contract unless appropriations have 

been made to cover the costs. The response from MA 
is that the Monument Academy Building Corporation 
(MABC), a separate non-profit corporation, is 
building the school and has made the contractual 
commitments. Blanch said the district has referred 
the matter to legal counsel for an opinion.

Cantlebary, who said his children are students at MA, 
asked if it would be possible to delay the start of classes 
in the event the building is not ready on time. Blanch said 
the September 8 start of school date for MA could be de-
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Above: July 24: District 38 board members Jeff 
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Eaton discuss Monument Academy finances with 
Superintendent Ray Blanch and Chief Financial Officer 
Cheryl Wangeman. Photo by John Heiser.
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layed but not beyond October 1, 
the date when enrollment num-
bers are determined to calculate 
state funding. Changes in the 
start of school date would have 
to be discussed with the state.

Mann said that in deciding 

whether to vote to cancel the 
contract between the district 
and MA, he is looking at three 
factors: 
• Receipt of additional 

financing to cover the cost 
of the building.

• Whether the building 

is finished August 21, a 
certificate of occupancy is 
issued, and school starts 
September 8.

• Timely and complete 
reporting to the district of 
the MA’s finances.

Pfoff said that due to the fail-
ure of the MA board to keep 
the district informed about the 
financial difficulties, he has lost 
faith in the MA leadership. He 
said, “They need to prove to us 
that they are viable.” He noted 
that classes in the district schools 
start August 14 and expressed 
concern that if completion of 
the MA building is delayed and 
the students have to be absorbed 
into the district schools, that will 
impact the whole district.

Earlier in the meeting, Pfoff 
described as “deceptive” an e-
mail to MA stakeholders from 
Maribeth Muhonen, MA busi-
ness manager, that stated the 
CECFA had approved funding 
to complete the building. At the 
end of the meeting, Muhonen 
explained that she had sent the 

message without board approval 
following the July 23 meeting 
with CECFA. She said that at 
the time she thought their deci-
sion to authorize MA to pursue 
funding meant the funding was 
approved.

Eaton said, “We’re not at the 
point of a vote. We’re just asking 
questions. We’re owed the infor-
mation.”

Cantlebary expressed dis-
appointment with the “us” vs. 
“them” tone of the discussions 
and noted that there is a lot of 
frustration in the community 
with the lack of communication. 
He encouraged those with 
concerns to contact the school 
board members. Phone numbers 
and e-mail addresses for the 
board members are posted on 
the district’s web site. He said, 
“We need to make this all suc-
cessful.”

**********
The Lewis-Palmer School 
District 38 Board of Education 
normally meets on the third 
Thursday of each month at the 
District’s Learning Center, 146 
Jefferson St., Monument. The 
next regular monthly meeting of 

the board will be held August 21 
at 5:30 p.m. with a reception at 
5:00 p.m. to 5:20 p.m. for those 
receiving commendations.

The district’s Web site is at 
www.lewispalmer.org. 

The Monument Academy 
Web site is at www.monumenta
cademy.net. 

**********

Update: 
Lawsuit filed by 
D-38 retirees

The article entitled “Lewis-
Palmer District 38 School Board 
Meeting, June 19: Retired teach-
ers concerned about change in 
retiree health benefits…” in the 
July 5 issue of Our Community 
News included comments by 
attorney Lisa Welch Stevens 
regarding changes to the health 
insurance program for retired 
district employees. On July 24, 
Stevens filed suit against the 
district on behalf of 8 retired 
employees claiming breach of 
contract and demanding rein-
statement of the retirees’ insur-
ance coverage and unspecified 
cash damages.
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“This is the best time and money I have ever spent. I wish 
we had found this program 5 years ago when Ivy’s learning 
problems were first recognized. We wasted a lot of time and 
money on programs that were only Band-Aids. They didn’t 

address any of the reasons why 
she wasn’t reading or 
comprehending. Ivy always knew 
she was smart—smarter than 
most of the kids in her class, 
but frustrated that she couldn’t 
produce the work needed to 
get passing grades. Her brain 
has been unlocked. She loved 
the program. She hated the 
homework, but she loved to 
show off to her friends and 
neighbors.”
Paula J. Bradley
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At LearningRx we work with you to identify the specific 
reason your child struggles and provide you with the tools and 
training necessary to overcome the specific learning and reading 
problems that are holding them back. The results… a happy, 
confident, successful student this year. 
Don’t wait through another frustrating year. Call one of our 
Colorado Springs locations today.
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Monument Academy special board meeting, July 28

Board provides responses to D-38 concerns 
By Jim Kendrick

At a special Monument Academy School 
Board meeting on July 28, President Mike 
Wong stated that building contractor JE 
Dunn Construction is on schedule to 
complete construction of the new school 
building on Highway 105 and to obtain 
a certificate of occupancy by Aug. 21. A 
second bond issue of about $1.6 million 
will be completed the last week of August, 
and the proceeds will be used to pay off 
the remainder of the contract that Monu-
ment Academy Building Corp. has with 
JE Dunn that is not covered by the first 
bond issue. 

Vice President Diana Helffenstein 
said there will be an “all parent” open 
house and orientation for all students in 
the new building on Sept. 5, with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony to be held on Sept. 
6. Classes will begin on Sept. 8. 

Also present at the meeting were 
Treasurer Laura Hannon, Director Will 
Cochran, Senior Administrator Jane Lun-
deen, and academy attorney Brad Miller. 
The absences of Secretary Jay McKeown 
and Director Bob Bowker were excused. 

The board held this special meeting to 
provide information to its stakeholders re-
garding concerns about the academy’s fi-
nances and the construction schedule that 
were expressed by Lewis-Palmer School 
District staff and board members at a 
D-38 meeting on July 24. The D-38 meet-
ing’s primary agenda was “Monument 
Academy budget discussion in regards 

to operations and capital construction,” 
but Wong said academy board members 
were not allowed to speak in response to 
the concerns.  (See the article on page 9 
for details of the D-38 presentation made 
by Superintendent Ray Blanch at the July 
24 special meeting.)

Construction progress and 
financing status 

Treasurer Laura Hannon gave a detailed 
report on the current construction status 
of each part of the building. The academy 
is recycling as many items from its pre-
vious campus locations as possible. She 
noted that no air will be recycled by the 
building’s ventilation system; a constant 
supply of fresh air should minimize con-
tamination and the spread of colds. (See 
the “Town Hall Presentation – 4/1/2008” 
link at www.monumentacademy.net for 
more information.) 

A deceleration/right turn lane is be-
ing constructed for westbound Highway 
105 traffic. The existing parking lot access 
on the west side of the adjacent church 
will also serve as an entrance to the 
school. A traffic signal will be built at this 
intersection. Vehicles entering the school 
property from this access will exit to the 
west to a new intersection on Knollwood 
Drive on the school’s new road, Village 
Ridge Point. There will be no westbound 
acceleration lane built on Highway 105 on 
the west side of the church driveway. 

Wong stated that the Colorado Edu-
cational and Cultural Facilities Author-

ity (CECFA) had approved the academy’s 
second bond sale. CECFA approved the 
bond issue at a meeting with the board on 
July 23. 

CECFA, which was created by the 
Colorado General Assembly, provides fi-
nancing for colleges, universities, certain 
secondary schools, charter schools, and 
other educational institutions, as well as 
financings for cultural entities. Histori-
cally, tax-exempt rates have been 20 to 25 
percent below taxable rates, which can 
translate into substantial interest savings 
over taxable financing. CECFA issues tax-
exempt revenue bonds, notes, or other ob-
ligations, and loans the proceeds from the 
sale of these obligations. This capital may 
be used to acquire, construct, reconstruct, 
repair, alter, improve, extend, own, lease, 
or dispose of properties and to refinance 
outstanding obligations. Though CECFA 
is the state bond-issuing authority for a 
variety of governmental entities, payment 
of bond interest remains the sole respon-
sibility of the academy’s board. (See 
www.cecfa.org for more information on 
policies, procedures, bond counsels, and 
investment bankers.)

Wong added that the bondholder for 
all the bonds initially issued for construc-
tion of the school building had given 
“verbal consent” to the bond underwriter 
to allow the bonds in the second issue to 
be “parity bonds,” with the same status 
and priority as the first bond issue. This is 
good for the academy because the newer 

bonds will not have to be issued at the 
higher interest rate, which would have 
been required if the newer bonds had been 
subordinated to the first bonds. A verbal 
approval is necessary prior to drafting 
the final bond sale documents, including 
formal written consent to parity for the 
second bond issue. The bondholder for the 
first issue may also purchase some of the 
new bonds. 

Hannon noted that the academy’s 
bond counsel, Kutak Rock, LLP, has per-
formed 31 bond issues for charter schools, 
and the academy’s investment bank Kirk-
patrick, Pettis Inc., has performed 29 bond 
issues for charter schools. “So the people 
we’re dealing with, it’s not their first time 
at the rodeo,” Hannon said. 

Bond agent Russell Caldwell, of the 
underwriting investment firm D.A. Da-
vidson & Co., informed Wong, in a letter 
dated July 24, that Davidson “will sell 
and close the additional bonds authorized 
yesterday by CECFA.” He added, “our 
normal process will close these bonds the 
last week of August.” 

Wong stated that
• “Our underwriter has given me every 

assurance that they will be sold …” 
• “He’s issued probably 90 percent of 

the charter school bond offerings in 
the state of Colorado.”

• “He’s got the list of pure institutional 
buyers he’s gone to before.” 

• “Our initial bond offering, the one 
that was about $12.3 million in 
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September sold in about an hour.”
Wong then responded to a list of seven 
concerns recently expressed by D-38 of-
ficials: 
1. Appropriation of funds: D-38 is 

concerned that Monument Academy, 
a public school, entered into a 
contract with JE Dunn without 
having appropriated the full contract 
cost, in violation of state law. 

Wong’s response
 The academy board formed the 

Monument Academy Building 
Corporation, which is a simple entity 
with one asset (the new building), 
one liability (the semiannual interest 
payments and fees to the bond 
trustee), and one income stream 
(the academy’s semiannual lease 
payments, which pay the semiannual 
interest payments and fees). The 
corporation is similar to those 
formed throughout Colorado for the 
construction of many other charter 
school buildings. 

  The corporation entered into the 
contract with JE Dunn and will own 
the building. The academy will lease 
the building from the corporation. 
The corporation has entered into a 
30-year bond agreement with the 
bondholders, which the academy 
board cannot do. 

  The academy pays the lease 
from the corporation with “per pupil 
revenue” from the state, a steady 
income that is independent of which 
building classes are taught in. Not a 
single dollar of additional taxation 
will be created by the academy’s two 
bond issues, in contrast to the mill 

levy override elections that D-38 has 
initiated. 

  The bond trustee provides 
oversight of the corporation’s books 
and the academy’s lease payments. 
The academy board never sees a penny 
of the bond proceeds because the 
bond trustee handles all the financial 
transactions including payments to 
JE Dunn and the bondholders. 

  Miller stated that he had 
exchanged letters with the D-38 
attorney, who had acknowledged 
to Miller that there have been no 
unlawful acts or laws broken by the 
academy board. 

2. Funds to complete the school 
building: D-38 is concerned that the 
shortfall has grown from $1.2 million 
to $1.6 million. 

Wong’s response
 The academy receives about $3.8 

million in per pupil revenue and will 
only have to make one semiannual 
interest payment during the 2008-09 
school year. The first and last interest 
payment will be paid from reserves 
set aside from the bond sale proceeds 
by the bond trustee. 

  The sale of the new bonds will 
be completed and proceeds will be 
available by the last week in August. 
The final payment to JE Dunn from 
these proceeds will not be due until 
about Sept. 15. 

  The amount of the bond sale 
is about $1.6 million to cover 
administrative costs and reserves 
in addition to the additional $1.252 
million needed to pay the remaining 
balance of the JE Dunn contract in 

mid-September. 
  CECFA issued an inducement 

resolution after the July 23 board 
meeting giving preliminary 
authorization for the second bond 
issue, which allows the bond agent to 
incur the expenses required to solicit 
purchases by potential bondholders. 
This is the major hurdle for the 
second bond issue. 

  CECFA will issue a financing 
resolution in August that formally 
authorizes the second bond issue as 
all the required legal bond documents 
for the corporation, bond agent, 
underwriter, bank, and bondholders 
are finalized. 

  The third step is for CECFA to 
issue the new bonds. 

  The term of the second bond 
issue was initially budgeted for 10 
years at 7 percent interest. Now that 
they will be parity bonds, rather 
than subordinated bonds, the term 
for repayment has been extended 
to 30 years, lowering the additional 
semiannual interest payments. The 
interest rate will be determined at 
the time of sale, but is expected to be 
around 7 percent. 

  Holland added that this has been 
the academy’s hardest budget year due 
to the move. There will be no other 
debt than the bond interest payments. 
“The board is already putting that 
money away” for the second interest 
payment on the second bond issue. 

  The board was scheduled to meet 
with JE Dunn the next day, July 29, 
to review the status of these financing 
steps and the timeline leading to the 

final payment when JE Dunn issues 
its final invoice in mid-September. 

  Enrollment should go up about 
10 percent, exclusive of the preschool, 
in the 2009-10 school year. The board 
expects enrollment to increase from 
545.5 full-time equivalent (FTE) 
students this year to about 800 
students, the capacity of the new 
building. These trends will increase 
total per pupil revenue and lower the 
percentage of the annual budget that 
has to be dedicated to the fixed bond 
interest payments. 

  The board is currently showing 
600 students at this time for this 
academic year, which equals 558.5 
FTE students for per pupil revenues. If 
D-38 only provides the academy with 
enough revenue for about 525 FTE 
students initially, the shortfall will be 
made up after the formal enrollment 
accounting date in October. 

  Wong added that the academy 
board is trying its best to give D-38 
the most accurate enrollment data 
it can in a timely manner and keep 
communications open. 

3. Scheduled completion date: D-
38 is concerned that the contract 
only requires JE Dunn to complete 
construction by Oct. 22. 

Wong’s response
 He said he is 95 percent certain that 

the board would receive its certificate 
of occupancy for the building on Aug. 
21. This will give the academy three 
weeks to get the equipment into the 
building and set up for classes to 
begin on Sept. 8. 

4. TABOR Compliance: D-38 is 

��������

EXPIRES 08-31-08

Fresh Ground
Almond Butter

(coupon valid at Monument Store only)

������������������������������

���������������������������
�����������������������������������

�����������������������
����������������������������������������

������������������
�����������������������

����������������������������������������������
����������������������������������

������������������

������������

(one coupon - per customer - per visit)

per lb.399
With Coupon Only

����� ���� ����� ����� ��� ����� ������� ��� ���� ��
�����������������������������������������������
���� ���� ����������� ��� ����� ����� ���� ������
���������������������������������������������
�����������������������������������

������� �������� ���� ��������� ��������� ����� ����
�������������������������������������������������
��������� �������� ������ ������������ ��������������
����� ��� ���� �� ������ ������ ���� �� ��������� ����
������������� ��������� ��� ����� ������ ��������
���������������������������

������������
����������������������������

��������������������������������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������



Page 12 Vol. 8 No. 8Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 13Saturday, August 2, 2008

concerned that the proposed 
ending fund balances for 
the 2007-08 and 2008-09 
academic years are near 
the 3 percent minimum 
Taxpayer Bill of Rights 
(TABOR) cash reserve 
requirement. 

Wong’s response
 The board expects to meet 

the TABOR cash reserve 
requirement for this year’s 
budget and in the coming 
academic year. “We would 
be the first to admit that it 
will be close in 2008-09,” he 
said. 

5. Enrollment differences: D-
38 has stated that the current 
academy enrollment figures 
in the district’s student 
information system show 
526 FTE students. 

Wong’s response
 The board had budgeted 

for 550 FTE students but 
expects the number to 
actually be about 560 FTE 
for 2008-09. 

6. Disclosure to stakeholders: 
D-38 is concerned about 
a lack of communications 
since January with parents 
and with JE Dunn, and that 
JE Dunn may cease work.

Wong’s response
 The board has held multiple 

open meetings with parents, 
faculty, and JE Dunn over 
the past couple of months, 
with a meeting nearly every 
week to keep them informed 
and counteract incorrect 
information in the media. 

  Wong stated, “It’s 
difficult to pinpoint exactly 
when” the $1.25 million 
shortfall “became known.” 
There were some other 
issues that were taking up 
the board’s attention and 
time early in 2008. The 
board “made attempts to 
address the problem, without 
making it public, on our own 
and we just could not make 
those things happen fast 
enough.” 

  Miller added, “I would 
say that I think it was 
knowable that there was a 
certain number in one ledger 
and a different number in the 
contracts, but there wasn’t 
effectively a reading of ‘Oh, 
these are disparate and they 
don’t match and why don’t 
they?’ There was some 
underlying understanding 
of fund-raising deficits that 
were supposed to be part of 
this that they didn’t make. 
So they were aware of some 
of the money specifically. 
They weren’t aware of the 
extent of it. And I think 
that’s pretty fair that nobody 
drew the lines between 
the dots until a much later 
date.” 

7. Colorado Open Meeting 
Law notices: D-38 is 
concerned that the academy 
board has not always 
complied with the open 
meeting law, with executive 
sessions being held before 
posted time for the public 
meeting to begin. 

Wong’s response
 “We’ve always made our 

best efforts to comply,” he 
said. “They have raised 
some of what I would call 
some technical issues that 
may be violations or may 
not be.” He cited the board’s 
invitation to D-38’s regular 
board meeting on June 27. 
D-38 thought the academy’s 
participation in the meeting 
should have triggered the 
academy to post a notice 
about the meeting, separate 
from D-38’s posting.

  “Honestly, it was not set 
up the way I thought it was 
going to be. I just thought 
we were going to be in the 
audience as members of the 
public. But they had set up 
a table for the Monument 
Academy board and four 
of us were there. But we 
didn’t plan on all of us 
going and saying a certain 
message or anything. And 

they cited that as a violation 
of the open meetings law 
because we didn’t post that 
meeting as a public meeting. 
But the reason we didn’t 
was we didn’t talk about it 
beforehand. We knew we 
were kind of all invited to 
it, but we didn’t know how 
many people were going to 
show. The open meetings 
law requires us to post 
public notice of any meeting 
of three or more board 
members, and so they have 
said that that’s a violation.” 

  When an unidentified 
parent asked Wong if D-38 
“set you up” at “a meeting 
where you weren’t allowed 
to speak,” on July 24, Wong 
replied, “It felt like it.” 

  Former board member 
Michelle Bell said from the 
audience, “How can they be 
disappointed? If there’s only 
one-way communication 
and they don’t allow 

another one’s view, we 
can accept responsibility 
for some things but we 
also don’t have to accept 
responsibility for other 
things. Communication is a 
two-way street.” She added, 
“In your defense, they want 
to go ahead and have this 
meeting and beat you over 
the head for the things you 
have missed. You all have 
done all these things in five 
weeks. They haven’t given 
you credit where credit is 
due, and you should be very 
proud of what you’ve done.” 

In related business, Wong said 
that the landlord of the south 
campus building believes that 
the academy has to make more 
repairs to the building and has 
filed a lawsuit. The academy’s 
attorney is trying to negotiate a 
settlement and appears to be get-
ting close to an agreement. 

The board unanimously 
approved the 2008-09 student 

handbook. 
The board went into execu-

tive session to receive legal ad-
vice to determine positions and 
strategies for negotiations on the 
construction contract and financ-
ing matters related to the new 
building as well as building and 
contract matters related to D-38. 

**********
Updates on the new building’s 
construction status are avail-
able at the academy’s Web site, 
www.monumentacademy.net un-
der the “New Building Update” 
link that can be found by scroll-
ing to the bottom of the menu on 
the left side of the home page. 

Academy board meetings 
are announced on the home page 
of the academy’s web site, or on 
the master calendar that can be 
found under the “Calendar” link 
on the home page. 

The next board meeting will 
be held on Aug. 19; time and 
place had not been determined 
by OCN’s publication deadline.
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By Jim Kendrick
Tri-Lakes Wastewater Treatment Facility 
Manager Bill Burks told the board mem-
bers of the Joint Use Committee (JUC) on 
July 9 that its environmental attorney, Tad 
Foster, was out of the country and would 
not be available to update the JUC on a 
rehearing of the Colorado Water Quality 
Control Commission’s reclassification of 
the upper segment of Monument Creek 
from “use protected” status in June 2007. 

This decision may lead to much tighter 
water quality restrictions on the facility’s 

effluent when the current discharge permit 
for Monument Creek expires at the end of 
2009. The commission’s rehearing on the 
stream reclassification was scheduled for 
July 15 in Denver at the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health and Environment. 

The Tri-Lakes facility operates as 
a separate public utility and is jointly 
owned, in equal one-third shares, by Mon-
ument Sanitation District, Palmer Lake 
Sanitation District, and Woodmoor Water 
and Sanitation District. Each district’s 
primary representative was present: Presi-

dent Dale Platt from Palmer Lake, Vice 
President Lowell Morgan from Monu-
ment, and Secretary-Treasurer Benny 
Nasser from Woodmoor.
Uncertainty over future permit 

limits continues
After several years of being faced with a 
$1.5 million expansion to treat only cop-
per in an effluent-dominated creek, the 
JUC may now face a $25 million plant ex-
pansion to meet the much tighter limits on 
copper, other metals, ammonia, and phos-

phates that may be imposed by the EPA’s 
more restrictive anti-degradation policy. 

The facility’s operating costs would 
go up dramatically due to the state Health 
Department’s tightening restrictions 
under either stream classification. Foster 
was scheduled to appear at the next JUC 
meeting on Aug. 12 to present options for 
negotiating the numerous limits of the 
facility’s next five-year discharge permit 
for 2010-14. 

The JUC learned of the reclassifica-
tion of upper Monument Creek at the pre-
vious JUC meeting in June. This change, 
made over a year ago, was unknown to the 
three owning special districts until it was 
revealed in the Health Department’s re-
sponse to an application by the Woodmoor 
district to the state for a second discharge 
permit to return water to the creek to 
replace water taken out farther upstream 
as an alternate source of drinking water. 
Woodmoor was informed in May that the 
creek’s category had been changed from 
“use protected.”

This “use protected” status was 
based on the fact that most of the time, 
the amount of water discharged by the 
Tri-Lakes facility into Monument Creek, 
between Monument Lake and the west 
end of Baptist Road, was much more 
than the naturally flowing surface water 
coming from upstream. This ratio of high-
flow rates of effluent to low-flow rates of 
natural surface water a majority of the 
time every year made Monument Creek 
“effluent dominated.” This dominance 
has always resulted in a Colorado stream 
being automatically categorized as “use 
protected” until now.

The removal of this “use protected” 
status means that federal and state anti-
degradation standards will now apply to 
the northern segment of Monument Creek, 
and the standards for discharged effluent 
will be much tighter for the Tri-Lakes fa-

Tri-Lakes Joint Use Committee, July 9

Creek reclassification issue still muddy
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cility and the adjacent Upper Monument 
Creek Regional Wastewater Treatment 
Facility used by Donala Water and Sani-
tation District and the Forest Lakes and 
Triview Metropolitan Districts.

The new copper limit for the plant’s 
discharged effluent may drop to 1.35 parts 
per billion (ppb) over a two-year period, 
a maximum that the facility cannot meet 
with the existing equipment. However, 
current testing procedures cannot detect 
copper when it is less than 5 ppb. No cop-
per can be detected in Monument Creek 
where it crosses Baptist Road above the 
Upper Monument Creek Regional Waste-
water Facility. It is unclear at this time if 
a new more costly copper testing method 
will be required of Tri-Lakes.

There are no treatment standards for 
numerous pharmaceuticals and hormones 
that are routinely flushed down toilets and 
cannot be treated by the Tri-Lakes facil-
ity.

The original expansion cost estimate 
for the Tri-Lakes facility was $1.5 mil-
lion for single-purpose equipment to 
remove additional dissolved copper to 
meet the proposed standard of 8 ppb to 
be imposed in January 2010. Before the 
stream category issue had been raised, 
the Water Quality Control Division staff 
had told Burks that the new average 
copper limit for 2010-14 would likely 
be raised to an average of 9 ppb and 
a single measurement maximum of 13 
ppb. Even this standard would be hard 
for the facility to meet at maximum 
operating efficiencies without expensive 
modifications.

Meeting the anti-degradation stan-
dards would cost about $25 million for a 
reverse osmosis tertiary filter. However, 
the waste brine produced by these filters 
is a toxic hazardous material that presents 
significant problems and high costs for 
disposal. (For additional technical de-
tails see www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v8n7.htm#juc.) 

2007 audit approved
The facility’s audit for 2007 was pre-
sented by CPA Pat Hall of Jaspers & 
Hall PC. Hall said his audit opinion was 
“unqualified”—or “clean”—the highest 
possible opinion. Hall made no adjust-
ments or management comments to the 
JUC regarding the accounting policies, 
procedures, or controls implemented by 

Burks and consultant CPA Nolan Gookin. 
No budget amendment was required, de-
spite some unexpected capital costs. After 
a full discussion of the lengthy document, 
the JUC members unanimously approved 
the audit.

Semi-annual effluent testing 
results reported

In addition to monthly testing, the facil-
ity must test for a variety of elements and 
compounds every six months. A few of 
these test results must be below a specific 
upper limit for each test as well as a maxi-
mum average value. For the rest, a report 
of the tested value is all that is required. 
When a tested value falls below the lower 
concentration limit that a particular test 
can detect, the value is reported as a zero 
concentration. The detectable materials 
were: 
• Iron (48 parts per billion)
• Copper (8.3 ppb)
• Zinc (78 ppb)
• Manganese (140 ppb)
• Mercury (1 part per trillion)

• Ammonia (1.8 parts per million)
• Inorganic nitrogen (5.7 ppm) 
The maximum allowable average is 24.6 
ppb for copper and 23 ppm for inorganic 
nitrogen. There are no limits for the oth-
ers under the current facility discharge 
permit, which expires in 2009. 

In addition, the following materials 
could not be detected in the treated ef-
fluent discharged into Monument Creek: 
cyanide, arsenic, trivalent chromium, 
hexavalent chromium, silver, cadmium, 
lead, nickel, selenium, chorine, oil, and 
grease. Note: the facility uses ultraviolet 
light rather than chlorine for disinfection 
to kill any residual germs in the effluent 
just prior to discharge to the creek. There 
was no detectable toxicity toward standard 
samples of aquatic life. 

Burks said, “The plant is really per-
forming well right now.” 

Merger reported
Burks reported that engineering consul-
tant RTW Inc., which designed and built 
the facility, has merged with Tetra Tech 

Inc. and will now operate under the name 
Tetra Tech RTW Inc. This firm is also the 
engineering consultant for the Palmer 
Lake and Woodmoor special districts. 

Capital improvements 
underway

Burks reported that the sand-blasting and 
recoating of all the metal parts in the facil-
ity’s clarifiers with coal tar epoxy and the 
replacement of all the diffuser filter socks 
on the air hoses in both aeration basins 
was proceeding on cost and on schedule. 
Burks said that the plant would now be 
able to operate at maximum efficiency 
with both aeration basins in continuous 
operation. 

The meeting adjourned at 11 a.m. 
**********

The next meeting will be held at 10 a.m. 
on Aug. 12 at the facility conference 
room, 16510 Mitchell Ave. Meetings are 
normally held on the second Tuesday of 
the month. Information: 481-4053.

Open 7 Days a Week - Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
6:00 am - 9:00 pm
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Monument Sanitation District Board meeting, July 17

Tighter restrictions on Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility 
may lead to district rate increase

By Jim Kendrick
Tad Foster, the environmental at-
torney for the Tri-Lakes Waste-
water Treatment Facility, was 
unsuccessful on July 15 in seek-
ing a reversal of the Colorado 
Water Quality Control Commis-
sion’s decision in June, 2007 to 
remove it’s designation of Monu-
ment and Fountain Creek as “use 
protected.” Foster, along with 
attorneys for Colorado Springs 
Utilities and the City of Pueblo, 
had asked for a re-hearing since 
there was not proper notice of the 
change of designation being part 
of the June meeting’s agenda. 
The Commissioners voted 7-2 
to again make Monument Creek 
undesignated and subject to far 
more restrictive EPA and state 
“anti-degradation” standards. 

As a result, the Tri-Lakes 
facility is likely to be subject 
to much tighter standards on all 
dissolved metals and compounds 
such as ammonia and phosphates 
in its next five-year discharge 
permit for 2010-2014. Recently, 
dissolved copper in the facility’s 
effluent has been a potential 
problem. The southern portion 
of the district’s collection system 
services new houses along Old 
Denver Highway, which have the 
highest concentrations of copper 
in the wastewater delivered to the 
facility. This higher concentra-
tion is believed to be caused by 
aggressive water leaching cop-
per from the inside of drinking 
water pipes in the newer houses. 
The concentrations have recently 
averaged about 140 parts per bil-

lion (ppb), but there have been 
recent peaks over 200 ppb. 

The district is partnering 
with the town of Monument to 
start treating the town’s drink-
ing water with caustic soda, as 
Woodmoor Water and Sanita-
tion District has done for many 
years, to reduce the amount of 
copper being leached from cop-
per pipes. The concentration of 
dissolved copper in Woodmoor’s 
wastewater is roughly half that 
of the wastewater in the southern 
portion of Monument Sanitation 
District. 

The new copper limits that 
may be imposed on the Tri-Lakes 
facility have been rumored to be 
1.2-1.35 parts per billion (ppb) 
averaged over two years. The 
current facility permit limit 
for copper is an average of 8.7 
ppb, but the state Water Qual-
ity Control Division has given 
a temporary waiver raising the 
limit to 24.8 ppb through the end 
of 2009. 

In the past three months, 
with the facility operating at 
maximum efficiency, copper 
levels in the discharged treated 
wastewater have been about 
7.8-8.3 ppb. This performance 
will not meet the limit of 8.0 
ppb on average that the division 
had reported would be the new 
standard for 2010-2014 under the 
“use protected” designation of 
Monument Creek. 

The districts that own the 
Tri-Lakes facility have spent 
about $400,000 over the past 
three years researching how 

to meet the projected 8.0 ppb 
copper standard, but now the 
Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment may 
sharply tighten this restriction 
to an average of less than 2 ppb. 
The current EPA-approved test-
ing methodology for effluent 
copper limits cannot detect a 
concentration less than 5 ppb. 

Engineering consultant 
Mike Rothberg, of Tetra Tech 
RTW, has informed the facility 
that the cost of adding reverse 
osmosis tertiary treatment 
equipment to the facility to 
meet the new tighter federal 
anti-degradation standards will 
cost about $25 million. The 
current value of the Tri-Lakes 
facility is about $6 million. 
Wicklund said, “If the state re-
quires the plant to treat effluent 
to the most restrictive limits un-
der the new stream classification, 
we will be treating and discharg-
ing water to Monument Creek 
that is equal to the water quality 
of bottled water like Aquifina. 
We will be discharging purified 
water to the creek, water cleaner 
than what is delivered to our taps 
at home and cleaner than any wa-
ter source in Colorado. 

“We’ve already spent 
$400,000 on a moving target to 
conform to the state’s old stream 
standard. How much more does 
the state expect us to spend on 
an unknown target under an as 
yet undefined standard resulting 
from them changing the stream 
designation without public no-
tice and then rejecting our input 

on the change of designation?” 
Delaney appointed to 

the board
The board unanimously appoint-
ed Ed Delaney to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation of 
Director Bob Kuchek. Delaney, 
who is also chairman of the 
Monument Planning Commis-
sion, has served for many years 
on the district board in the past 
and volunteered to fill the vacant 
seat when he learned Kuchek 
was stepping down. 

Resolution approved
The board unanimously ap-
proved a resolution stating the 
district would spend no more 
money on trying to solve the Tri-
Lakes facility’s copper problem 
until the state health department 
provides definitive information 
on what the limits for metals and 
other compounds will be in the 
next five-year permit. The con-
sensus of the board was that the 
$400,000 spent to date on solv-
ing the copper problem may have 
been for naught. 

Rate and tap fee 
increases discussed

District manager Mike Wicklund 
advised the board that it may 
have to raise monthly fees above 
the $20 residential rate that has 
been in effect for over 10 years. 
The board may also have to raise 
tap fees to help meet rising capi-
tal costs because material and 
labor costs for repairs and new 
construction have risen at a rate 
much higher than inflation. 

The board asked Wicklund 
to prepare an analysis to show 
how much rates and fees may 
have to be increased to cover 
the construction and operating 
costs for the Tri-Lakes facility’s 
expansion. 

**********
The next board meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Aug. 21 at the 
district office building, 130 Sec-
ond Street. Meetings are normal-
ly held the third Thursday of the 
month. Information: 481-4886. 

Above: July 17: Ed DeLaney is sworn in by Chairperson Glenda 
Smith after being unanimously appointed to be a director of the 
Monument Sanitation District Board. Photo by Jim Kendrick
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Don’t waste your water

Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, July 16

Private funding for pipeline to transport ag water on hold
By John Heiser

At the July 16 meeting of the 
Pikes Peak Regional Water Au-
thority (PPRWA), Alex Brown 
and Steve Hogan of Alex Brown 
Consulting reviewed some of 
the next steps needed to secure 
private funding for the 80-100 
mile-long pipeline to bring water 
to the Tri-Lakes area from the 
lower Arkansas River. 

In the first phase of the 
analysis, the rate required to 
cover the cost of transporting 
the water and repaying the $500 
million to $1 billion construc-
tion cost would be about $4 to 
$6 per 1,000 gallons. That figure 
does not include the costs for 
leasing the water, storage, and 
advanced water treatment. When 
those factors are included, the 
total cost for the water would 
substantially exceed what local 
districts are currently charging 
their customers for water. For 
example, the Donala Water and 
Sanitation District currently 
charges $2.75 per 1,000 gallons 
for a customer’s first 10,000 gal-
lons per month. 

Hogan said it is essential 
that the PPRWA decide what it 
wants to do before seeking pri-
vate partners to fund it. He said 
the PPRWA representatives have 
to then go sell the project to pro-
spective investors. 

Phil Steininger, PPRWA 

president and general manager 
of the Woodmoor Water and 
Sanitation District, asked about 
the role of the general public in 
the process.

Hogan said issues raised by 
critics of the project need to be 
addressed so the representatives 
can be persuasive in presenting 
the project. 

Brown suggested that a 
public information program is an 
important part of the process.

Dana Duthie, general man-
ager of the Donala district, said, 
“We have a project. It’s been 
defined. It certainly hasn’t been 
selected. We’re at a dead stop un-
til we accept that this is the way 
we’re going. I think we’re a long 
way from that. We need to figure 
out where we’re going.” 

Gary Barber, PPRWA man-
ager, said, “There has been a 
sense for awhile that [the pipe-
line project] is impossible. What 
I got out of [Brown’s] study was 
that it is possible but difficult.”

Brown was paid $24,000 for 
the work they have done but not 
authorized to do any additional 
analysis or planning at present.

Other matters
• State Senate Bill SB08-119, 

which originally would 
have authorized the use of 
cisterns to collect rainwater 
from up to 3,000 square 
feet of roof on a single-

family primary residence 
was amended to conduct an 
8 to 10 year study to assess 
potential impacts to water 
rights holders. Barber said 
that some studies have 
suggested that 90 percent 
of the run-off never reaches 
the creeks. Barber added, “It 
has become tangled with the 
gray water issue.” PPRWA 
attorney Rick Fendel said the 
home builders are looking to 
use cisterns to reduce water 
dedication required for new 
developments.

• Jessie Shaffer, engineer 
for the Woodmoor district, 
reported that the Northern 
Collaboration Committee 
is organizing a meeting 
to review the information 
gleaned from the 
questionnaires submitted 
by PPRWA members. 
Shaffer said they need legal 
advice to help analyze the 
opportunities to do water 
exchanges for wastewater 
plant effluent. The board 
authorized Fendel to assist 
the committee.

• Rocky Wiley of Rothberg, 
Tamburini, and Winsor 
Engineering reported that 
additional revisions to the 
joint water conservation 
plan have been requested 
by the state agency before 

the grant request can be 
approved. Regarding the 
lack of uniformity in 
conservation measures by 
PPRWA members, Duthie 
said, “We all should be 
doing the same thing.” 
He noted that it creates 
problems when customers in 
his district are told they can 
water only on certain days 
and then they see excessive 
irrigation being done at the 
Monument Marketplace.

• Wiley reported that 
Representative Amy 
Stephens is organizing 

a meeting in September 
to address the issue of 
pharmaceuticals and other 
chemicals in the water 
supply.

Following the public meeting, 
the PPRWA went into an execu-
tive session to discuss negotia-
tions and to receive legal advice.

**********
The next regular meeting of the 
PPRWA will be held August 20 
at 8:30 a.m. at Monument Town 
Hall, 166 Second Street in Monu-
ment. 

The PPRWA’s Web site  is 
www.pprwa.com.

Here are this month’s 10 tips for 
conserving water, from www.wa
teruseitwisely.com:
1. Don’t use running water to 

thaw food.
2. Teach your children to turn 

the faucets off tightly after 
each use.

3. Soak your pots and pans 
instead of letting the water 
run while you scrape them 
clean.

4. While fertilizers promote 
plant growth, they also 
increase water consumption. 
Apply the minimum amount 
of fertilizer needed.

5. Avoid installing ornamental 
water features and fountains 
that spray water into the 
air. Trickling or cascading 
fountains lose less water to 
evaporation.

6. Remember to weed your 
lawn and garden regularly—
and not just because it looks 
better. Weeds compete with 
other plants for nutrients, 
light, and water.

7. Buy a rain gauge to track 
how much rain or irrigation 
your yard receives. Check 
with your local water agency 
to see how much rain is 
needed to skip an irrigation 
cycle.

8. Install an instant water 
heater on your kitchen sink 
so you don’t have to let the 
water run while it heats up. 
This will also reduce heating 

costs for your household.
9. Insulate hot water pipes so 

you don’t have to run as 
much water to get hot water 
to the faucet.

10. Do one thing each day that 
will save water. Even if 
savings are small, every 
drop counts.
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Read All About It
z SmartMoney Magazine, August 2007 

Edward Jones again was named the No. 1 full-
service brokerage firm in the August edition of 
SmartMoney Magazine. The firm placed ahead 
of six other firms and received high marks in the 
four catagories surveyed by the magazine: stock 
picking, customer satisfaction, trust, and customer 
statements. Edward Jones, which also ranked No. 1 
in 2005 as well, received five-star ratings in client 
statements and customer satisfaction.

z J.D. Power and Associates, July 24, 2007 
For the third year in a row, the financial-services 
firm Edward Jones ranks “Highest in Investor 
Satisfaction with Full Service Brokerage Firms,” 
according to the J.D. Power and Associates 2007 
Full Service Investor Satisfaction StudySM. 
Disclaimer: Edward Jones received the highest numerical score two 
years in a row among full service brokerage firms in the proprietary J.D. 
Power and Associates 2005-2007 Full Service Investor Satisfaction 
StudySM. 2007 study based on 3,043 total responses measuring 16 
brokerage firms and measures opinions of investors who used full-service 
investment institutions. Proprietary study results are based on experiences 
and perceptions of consumers surveyed from March-May 2007. Your 
experiences may vary.Visit jdpower.com.

����������������������������������������������������
������������� ��������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
�������������������� ����������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
���� ��������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������

������������������� ������ ����

�����������������
��� �������
�����������������������������������

Donna M O'Bryant
Financial Advisor
.

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-487-0407

����������������������������������������������������
������������� ��������������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
�������������������� ����������������������������������
��������������������������������������������������������
���� ��������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������

�������������������������������������������������

������������������� ������ ����

�����������������
��� �������
�����������������������������������

Donna M O'Bryant
Financial Advisor
.

13710 Struthers Road
Suite 110
Colorado Springs, CO 80921
719-487-0407

Summer�s here! While you work and play outdoors during 
the summer months, keep in mind a few 
safety tips, such as:
� When power lines are nearby, use 
wooden or Þ berglass ladders.

� Never use an electric mower on wet 
grass.

�Tell children to stay away from utility substation fences 
and pad-mounted transformers.

� Always keep radios and other electrical appliances at least 
10 feet away from a swimming area. 

� Never use electric power tools outside around water or in 
the rain.
Make electrical safety part of your daily routine to help you 
work and play safely all summer long. Have a great safe 
summer!!

At Work and at Play ~ Stay safe outdoors!

719-775-2861 � 719-495-2283 
 www.mvea.coop
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Donala Water and Sanitation District, July 16

Negotiations continue on district’s offer to buy a ranch for 
the surface water rights

By John Heiser
Following the executive session at the end 
of the Donala Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict Board of Directors meeting July 16, 
the board approved and signed a contract 
to purchase Mt. Massive Ranch, which is 
about 7 miles southwest of Leadville. The 
proposed purchase price is $4.6 million. 

As of press time, the rancher had not 
yet signed the contract and negotiations 
were continuing on the terms of the deal. 
Dana Duthie, Donala’s general manager, 
noted that the rancher had approached 
the district not the other way around. The 
deal, if successful, would provide rights 
to about 225 acre-feet per year of surface 
water. An acre-foot is 326,851 gallons. 
According to Duthie, 225 acre-feet rep-
resents about 20 percent of the district’s 
yearly total water use. A water court rul-
ing would be needed to convert the water 
rights from agricultural uses to district 
use. If as a result of the water court case, 
the district receives rights to more than 
225 acre-feet, the district proposed to pay 
an additional $8,000 per acre-foot with an 
escalation clause if the water court case is 
not resolved within two years.

Board President Dennis Daugherty 
presided at the July 18 meeting. Board 
members Dick Durham, William George, 
Tim Murphy, and Dale Schendzielos were 
present. 

10-year projection 
on capital projects

Duthie distributed the following list of an-
ticipated capital improvement projects:
• Expansion of the wastewater 

treatment plant in 2008: $8 million 
(paid for with a loan).

• Loop Mission Hill/River Oaks in 
2008-2009: $150,000.

• Re-drill well 3D in place in 2009: 
$450,000.

• Re-drill well 3A in place in 2010: 
$500,000.

• Add an Arapahoe aquifer well in Sun 
Hills in 2010: $800,000.

• Regional infrastructure in 2010-2011: 
$2 million.

• Re-drill well 7D in place in 2011: 
$450,000.

• Tank on Struthers Ranch in 2011: 
$800,000.

Two additional items needed in the event 
the ranch purchase succeeds:
• Ranch water court case in 2009-2010: 

$300,000.
• Ranch mitigation work in 2011: 

$200,000.
Water returns project and ir-

rigation rationing update
Duthie reported that most of the partici-
pants in the Water Returns project have 
begun and some have completed their 
projects. The participants have reported 
that they have many neighbors asking 
about their projects. The first request for 
reimbursement under the program has 
been received.

The irrigation rationing program runs 
May 26 through Sept. 1. Odd-numbered 
addresses may irrigate only on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays. Even-numbered 
addresses may irrigate only on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays. Additional in-
formation, including the schedule for com-
mercial and multi-unit buildings, is posted 
at www.donalawater.org/Rationing.html. 

Duthie presented an analysis of June 
water use this year compared to June 2007 
and June 2006. The rationing program was 
started in 2007. He noted that June 2008 
was hot and dry, similar to June 2006, 
with only 0.15 inches of rain compared to 
0.47 inches of rain in June 2007. Overall, 
the district with 5 more customers in 2008 
than in 2007 used 13 percent more water 
than in 2007. With 45 more customers in 
2008 than in 2006, the district used 1 per-
cent more water than in 2006.

Comparing the 21 customers who 
have Evapo-Transporation (ET) control-
lers that use a variety of data to optimize 
irrigation of Kentucky Bluegrass, 9 used 
less water in June 2008 than they used in 
June 2006, 12 used more. 

During June 2008, 262 residential 
customers (12 percent) used more than 
40,000 gallons. 20 customers used more 

than 70,000 gallons. One customer used 
over 130,000 and received a $900 water 
bill.

Duthie said most customers are 
following the rationing program rules; 
however, the district has issued 55 warn-
ing letters, 7 second warning letters, and 
2 fines. 

Other matters 
• Office manager Jackie Sipes was 

named the employee of the quarter. 
Duthie commended her work on the 
recent district election.

• On the results of the recently 
completed audit of the district’s 
books for 2007, Tom Sistare of CPA 
firm Hoelting & Company, reported 
an unqualified opinion, the highest 
possible; however, he noted a couple 
of items which had been improperly 
recorded and were corrected. Duthie 
said, “I am very satisfied with the audit 
and our accounting procedures.”

• Duthie noted that the governor has 
signed SB08-119, which originally 
would have authorized the use of 
cisterns to collect rainwater from 
up to 3,000 square feet of roof on 
a single-family primary residence. 
He said the bill was amended to 
conduct an 8 to 10 year study to 
assess potential impacts to water-
rights holders. He said one of the 
biggest problems is that developers 
and homebuilders are interested in 
using cisterns to reduce the amount of 
water they have to identify in order to 
get their projects approved and would 
therefore be able to build more houses 
with the same amount of water.

• During the three months from April 
1 through June 30, the district’s $5.8 
million in investments managed by 
Davidson Fixed Income Management 
showed a yield of 3.96 percent, 
achieving a goal of beating the 
Colotrust Plus fund, which yielded 
2.52 percent during the same period. 
The weighted average maturity of the 
district’s investments is 5.9 months. 

• Duthie reported on the Pikes 
Peak Regional Water Authority 
(PPRWA) meeting July 16. For more 
information, see the PPRWA article 
on page 17. 

• Triview’s water treatment plant A, 
which was intended to be a temporary 
plant, lacks a tank for backwash 
recovery so all the water used when 
backwashing the filters goes into the 
sewer system. Duthie said that three 
consecutive backwashes occurred on 
July 4 exceeding the capacity of the 
wastewater treatment plant’s influent 
pump station. Duthie said he has 
offered to help Triview add backwash 
recovery to their plant but that Triview 
does not want to spend money on the 
temporary plant. Duthie said Triview 
has now modified the timing and flow 
rate on the backwash at the plant to 
reduce the likelihood of problems.

• Additional discussions have been 
held with the regulatory agencies 
that control Monument Creek water 
quality. The agencies are tightening 
the standards for effluent discharged 
into the creek. Duthie said the two 
local wastewater plants would have 
difficulty meeting the proposed 
standards without implementing 
reverse osmosis, which would be very 
expensive. For more information, see 
the Joint Use Committee article on 
page 14.

Following the public meeting, the board 
went into an executive session to discuss 
personnel, negotiations, and water pur-
chase issues.

**********
The Donala board will hold its next regu-
lar meeting on Wednesday, August 20 at 
1:30 p.m. at the Donala office, 15850 Hol-
bein Drive. Meetings are normally held at 
1:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each 
month. Due to a conflict with the schedule 
of the Special District Association confer-
ence, the September meeting will be held 
Tuesday, September 16. The district’s Web 
site is at www.donalawater.org.
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Triview Metropolitan District, July 22 

$2 million state loan approved
By Jim Kendrick

This Triview Metropolitan District meet-
ing was continued from June 24. The 
purpose of the continuation was to con-
tinue discussing the possibility of shifting 
district administration to the town. How-
ever, Monument Town Manager Cathy 
Green said that Director of Development 
Tom Kassawara and Public Works Direc-
tor Rich Landreth could not attend. The 
item was tabled. Follow-up meetings on 
this issue will continue to be held until 
it is resolved and a consolidation plan is 
developed. 

The board unanimously approved a reso-
lution for a second $2 million low-cost 
loan from the Colorado Water and Power 
Authority to pay Triview’s share of the $4 
million cost overrun that has occurred 
during the expansion of the Upper Monu-
ment Creek Regional Wastewater Treat-
ment Facility. Triview’s first interest pay-
ment on this new loan is due in February. 

Triview is splitting the cost of the 
expansion with Donala Water and Sanita-
tion District, a co-owner of the facility. 
The other facility owner, Forest Lakes 
Metropolitan District is not participating 
in the expansion because it already owns 
enough of the plant’s capacity for its entire 
development. 

Acting district manager Ron Simpson 
praised the work done by district admin-
istrator Dale Hill, CPA Jim Thieme, and 
auditor Tom Sistare in preparing all the 

documentation the authority required be-
fore approving the second loan. 

Board president Bob Eskridge was out 
of state and his absence was excused. Vice 
president Robert Fisher chaired the meet-
ing. Directors Steve Cox, Julie Glenn, and 
Steve Remington were also present.
Misty Creek Park plan approved
Mike Hussey, landscape architect with 
engineering firm Nolte, presented alterna-
tive landscape plans and options he had 
researched for the 1.2 acre Misty Creek 
Park, which is a detention pond bordered 
by Misty Creek Drive and Baptist Road 
that stretches from Toreva Drive to Candle 
Creek Drive. The original plan that was 
approved by the town of Monument and 
Triview in 1999 called for a half a basket-
ball court, benches, and landscaping. The 
main choice to be considered was whether 
to install a basketball court, elevated 12-
18 inches higher than originally planned 
or a grass field that would be about 80 feet 
by 80 feet. Hussey also presented many 
documents showing various types of park 
equipment and trail materials that could 
be installed based on the recommenda-
tions he had received from the staff and 
residents in attendance at the June 24 
meeting. 

There was an hour-long discussion 
that focused primarily on whether to in-
stall the basketball court or a grass field. 
Resident Paul Stewart and his family all 
said they were in favor of the hard surface 

court, stating that area kids need a place 
to play. Glenn added that portable basket-
ball backboards located along the curbs in 
Jackson Creek for street games are a traf-
fic hazard. One resident, who said that she 
lives next to the detention pond and that 
she represented two other adjacent hom-
eowners who did not attend this meeting, 
was opposed. (Although she did not iden-
tify herself or sign the meeting attendance 
roster, OCN later learned that her name is 
Jill Stratton.)

Stratton said that the drawings she 
was given by her builder, Classic Homes, 
showed that the detention pond would be 
a permanent open space with no basket-
ball courts. She was opposed to the noise 
of basketball games and skateboards on 
the proposed basketball court, which 
would lower the value of all the adjacent 
properties, including hers. Stratton asked 
the board to beautify it as a passive open 
space rather than make it a noisy active 
playground area. 

Simpson replied that the basketball 
court has been part of the plans for the 
park since the development was approved 
in 1999, but there has been insufficient 
funding to improve the park since then. 
After considerable further discussion the 
board unanimously approved Hussey’s 

original design with a basketball court 
by a 4-0 vote. Stratton walked out of the 
meeting saying the district would be hear-
ing from her attorney. 

In other matters, Resident Mark Mc-
Clure noted that he greatly appreciated the 
new mulch and plants that were installed 
in his Saber Creek Drive neighborhood, 
then added that the new plantings had all 
died. Simpson noted that the pump in the 
district’s irrigation well A4 had failed and 
had to be replaced, which was “bad tim-
ing” for the new plantings.  

Glenn noted the deteriorating condi-
tion of the district’s “23 miles of streets 
and 46 miles of sidewalks,” particularly 
the amount of grass growing in cracks 
in the asphalt roadways like a “ghetto.” 
Simpson replied that the district does not 
have the cash reserves or revenues to fix 
all these problems at this time. 

The board went into executive ses-
sion at 7:10 p.m. to receive legal advice 
to determine positions, strategies, and 
instruction to negotiators for district ne-
gotiations. 

*********
The next meeting is at 5 p.m. Aug. 25 in 
the district conference room, 174 Wash-
ington St. in downtown Monument.  For 
information, phone 488-6868.

                   “The difference is in the details.”
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tom stains & finishes and outstanding
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Call us at 719.352.2655, or browse 
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www.vistacustomcolors.com, for 

more information and to schedule

your free estimate.  Schedule an esti-

mate by August 30th and receive a 

10% discount!  Military always re-

ceive a 10% discount!
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Monument Board of Trustees, July 21

Village at Monument commercial filing rezoned residential
By Jim Kendrick

After canceling the regular meeting on 
July 7 for the Fourth of July holiday week-
end, the Monument Board of Trustees had 
a full agenda for its regular meeting on 
July 21. Mayor Pro Tem Steve Samuels 
presided due to the excused absence of 
Mayor Byron Glenn.

The board approved four changes for 
the Planned Commercial Development 
(PCD) Filing 3 of the Village at Monu-
ment development between Old Denver 
Highway and the Trails End develop-
ment. The high-density, neo-traditional 
neighborhood concept of the Village at 
Monument development was originally 
approved in 2000. The changes included 
in Jack Wiepking’s proposal were:
• A change in zoning from PCD (now 

obsolete) for Lot 2 and Tract B in 
Filing 3 to the current, more general 
planned development (PD)

• A vacation and replat revision for the 
new road alignment of the south end 
of Buffalo Valley Path, coupled with 
a vacation and replat of portions of 
Tracts C and D and a small portion of 
Wagon Gap Trail between these latter 
two tracts in Trails End

• A final PD site plan creating 22 
single-family home lots in Filing 3

• An associated major PD amendment 
for the Trails End development to 
allow driveway access for six of these 
22 new residential lots to Wagon Gap 
Trail

Background: In 2000, Jack Wiepking re-
ceived initial Board of Trustees approval 
to build 44 patio duplex homes in two 
planned residential development (PRD) 
filings at the 20-acre Village at Monu-
ment. (See www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v2n1.htm#bot1217 for details)

Wiepking was the landowner (Wiepk-
ing Real Estate Investments LLC) and the 
developer (owner and president of Mas-
terBilt Homes in Monument.) The project 
was to be a neo-traditional neighborhood 
development, with two filings for 44 
homes, a third filing with 80,000 square 
feet of commercial space, and over 5 acres 
of open space with far more landscaping 
than a standard Monument development. 
Filing 1 consists of six four-plex units. Fil-
ing 2 was approved as 10 duplex units. 

The project had mixed-use zoning 
so residents could have a barber, doctor 
or coffee shop within walking distance. 
Wiepking’s original concept was to cre-

ate a “live, work, and play environment” 
where residents could feel like they are 
part of a neighborhood, not a subdivision. 
The nostalgic craftsman-style homes have 
front porches and garages in the rear. 

Sidewalks were designed to be 5 feet 
wide so two people can stroll comfortably 
side-by-side. They would be built a few 
feet from the front porches and separated 
from streets with a treed-lawn grassy area 
to give passers-by a better chance to talk 
with homeowners sitting on porches. Resi-
dents would be able to walk to the southern 
filing of adjacent restaurants and offices. 
However, the actual configuration of the 
commercial space would depend on de-
mand. (See www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v2n6.htm#botmay6 )

In October 2003, the board approved 
a change in Filing 2 to allow construction 
of 20 single-family homes instead of the 
originally approved 10 duplex units. Wiep-
king told the board, “The change to single-
family from duplex units was sales driven; 
the duplexes across the street haven’t sold 
well.” (See www.ourcommunitynews.org/
v3n11.htm#monbotoct6 for details.)
Staff project summary: Director of 
Development Services Tom Kassawara 
gave a brief summary of Wiepking’s new 
proposal for the 8.5-acre Filing 3 project. 
The new site plan contains:
• Residential lots—6.39 acres, 75.9 

percent
• Right-of-way—1.06 acres, 12.3 

percent
• Water quality pond—1.09 acres, 11.8 

percent
The 22 lots will range from 7,000 to 
27,000 square feet, with an average densi-
ty for the whole development of 2.5 dwell-
ing units per acre. Home prices will range 
from $200,000 to $500,000, for a total 
assessed value of over $9 million. There 
are over 5 acres of open space composed 
of parks, trails, and landscaped areas in 
Filings 1 and 2. 

The size of the water quality pond 
in Filing 3 can be reduced because there 
will be less impervious surface with 
residential than commercial uses. Owner-
ship and maintenance of the pond will be 
taken back from the town to become the 
responsibility of the Filing 3 homeowners 
association. The pond will serve all three 
filings, however. 
Zoning change: The application meets all 
rezoning requirements and criteria in the 
town’s comprehensive plan and municipal 

zoning code. There are a sufficient num-
ber of remaining commercial lots avail-
able in the downtown area. All referral 
comments have been addressed or have 
been made conditions of approval for the 
rezoning. There were three recommended 
conditions of approval. 

The two Village at Monument resi-
dential filings retain their now-obsolete 
planned residential development (PRD) 
zoning, as do all the adjacent Trails End 
lots. All the adjacent vacant lots on the 
east side of Old Denver Highway retain 
their now obsolete planned industrial de-
velopment (PID) zoning, and there have 
been no firm proposals from landowner 
Phoenix Bell on how the six lots in this 
huge vacant parcel north of Baptist Road 
will be developed. 

Director of Public Works Rich Lan-
dreth recommended that, as a condition 
of approval, a 6-foot sound wall be con-
structed around the new Well 9 building 
and associated electrical transformer that 
powers the pumping infrastructure. 

The Air Force Academy asked that 
notes be added to the PD site plan, zoning 
document, and vacation and replat docu-
ments that disclose the noise that may be 
generated in the area by the academy’s 
training aircraft. This was recommended 
as a second condition of approval for re-
zoning from PRD to PD. 

The town’s standard condition that 
any technical corrections have to be made 
by the applicant and approved by staff was 
also recommended by the staff. 
PD site plan: The preliminary/final PD 
site plan application meets all of the 
town’s review and approval criteria. The 
two conditions on the transformer sound 
wall and site plan note on noise from the 
academy’s training aircraft also apply to 
the site plan application. 

Another recommended condition of 
approval was that the wooden sound wall 
around the transformers must be complet-
ed before the town will issue a building 
permit for any of the three new adjacent 
Village at Monument lots.

The staff added a condition that the 
developer must post a surety deposit with 
the town for completion of a 5-foot-wide 
sidewalk along the frontage of Filing 3 
next to the west side of Old Denver High-
way. Another condition was that final 
off-site improvements will address com-
ments from the town’s traffic consultant 
regarding the construction of turn lanes 
and expanded pavement on Old Denver 
Highway. The town’s standard condition 
that any technical corrections have to be 
made by the applicant and approved by 
staff was also recommended.
Filing 3 final plat changes: The staff rec-
ommended four conditions of approval for 

Above: July 21: Landowner Jack Wiepking explains to the Board of Trustees 
his reasons for converting Filing 3 of the Village at Monument development from 
commercial to residential, adding 22 single-family lots. Photo by Jim Kendrick

21⁄2-acre homesites from $159,000. New custom 
homes available. www.settlersranchcolorado.com or  

call 719-338-3116. Hodgen Rd 1⁄4-mile east of Hwy 83.
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the final plat:
• Any necessary technical corrections 

shall be made by the applicant and 
approved by the staff.

• The applicant shall execute a 
subdivision improvement agreement 
that shall be recorded concurrently 
with the final plat.

• The applicant shall dedicate any 
required utility easements in the 
configuration requested by the utility 
provider, including a 15-foot utility 
easement along the front lot lines on 
Buffalo Valley Path. 

• Applicant shall post surety for the 
cost of constructing a 5-foot sidewalk 
adjacent to the subdivision along Old 
Denver Highway. 

Third major amendment to Trails End 
final PD site plan: Trails End landowners 
Five Y Eyes Guys LLC and James Morley 
requested that their 20-by-140-foot strip 
of common open space on the north side 
of Wagon Gap Trail be removed from 
their final PD site plan. This land would 
become the front yards and driveways 
for the six adjacent Village at Monument 
residential lots purchased from Wiepking 
by Morley. Trails End would still have 28 
percent open space, exceeding the 20 per-
cent minimum requirement. Morley’s six 
new houses would have two-car garages 
and be similar in style and materials to the 
Richmond Homes in Trails End. 

The single recommended condition of 
approval for the site plan amendment was 
that the rezoning and final plat for Village 
at Monument Filing 3 be approved before 
this amendment is approved. 
Wiepking’s remarks: Wiepking noted 
that after eight years, MasterBilt has sold 
40 of the 44 dwelling units in Filings 1 and 
2. He had never received any interest in 
the commercial lots for a use other than an 

office-warehouse, which is inappropriate 
for a mixed-use neo-traditional neigh-
borhood development. Wiepking said he 
was unable to find buyers for lots in the 
commercial filing due to lack of sufficient 
vehicle traffic on Old Denver Highway 
and stiff competition from other available 
commercial lots in the downtown area and 
Jackson Creek with more traffic and better 
access. 

Wiepking added that he did not want 
to pass on the incomplete project to his 
kids, having learned the hard way about 
the marketability of neo-traditional neigh-
borhood developments. He sold MasterBilt 
to his employees two years ago. Wiepking 
Real Estate Investments LLC is still the 
landowner for the project. A few of the 
many factors he discussed were:
• There is not enough traffic on 

Old Denver Highway to convince 
commercial developers from national 
chains that commercial businesses 
could be sustained in Filing 3. 

• “There is no development in the 
county that I feel better about than 
Village at Monument.” 

• “I’d like to finish this project in my 
lifetime.” 

• “I wish it would have worked.”
• The current housing depression 

is bad and will last until 2010 at a 
minimum.

• The northern 16 lots in Filing 3 have 
to be 170-200 feet deep and therefore 
have to be 80-90 feet wide, which 
makes them expensive; however, 
there is plenty of room for all the extra 
trees he will install for compatibility 
with the other two filings, particularly 
along Old Denver Highway.

• The other six lots purchased by 
Morley are smaller and similar in size 
to adjacent Trails End lots. 

There were no public comments regarding 
any of Wiepking’s four proposals. 
Board discussion: There was a lengthy 
discussion of the history of commercial 
development in Monument. Some of the 
trustee comments were:
• Trustee Tim Miller asked where 

the Village at Monument is 
located. Wiepking replied that the 
development is on Buffalo Valley 
Path south of Ranchero Drive. Miller 
asked where the existing houses are 
located. Wiepking said they are the 
north end of the development. The 
vacant land of Filing 3 is at the south 
end of the development. 

• Miller asked Kassawara to confirm 
that the staff reports for each of the 
four applications were identical. 
Kassawara said the four staff reports 
were different because of their 
different purposes and different 
proposed conditions of approval. 

• Trustee Gail Drumm said, “I 
remember when this was all new 
and brought before us, the possibility 
of commercial there was possibly 
viable when the stuff across the street 
goes in.” The higher than average 
density for the houses was approved 

because “we were counting on that 
commercial end to make that whole 
area different. That’s the reason I 
believe it got passed in the first place 
was because of the commercial end 
and I still think it’s a viable situation. 
It may not be today, but down the 
line it still seems like a good place.” 
However, the original densities of 
the three filings were approved by 
the board in 2001 and the requested 
change from 10 duplex units to 20 
single-family homes in Filing 2 was 
approved in October 2003. Drumm 
was not elected to his first term as 
a board trustee until April 6, 2004. 
(w w w.ou rcom mu nit y news.org /
v4n5.htm#monelection )

• Trustee Travis Easton said he had 
no problem with the four proposals. 
Samuels agreed with Easton, saying, 
“I’d rather wait, well it’s not our 
nickel, it’s your nickel” and might 
take another 15 or 20 years before the 
area is developed. “It’s a jewel in the 
area.” 

• Trustee Rafael Dominguez said there 
are not enough rooftops (homes) to 
sustain commercial operations in 
the filing, also noting that the vacant 

Childrens Choice 
www.childrenschoice.us

Your neighborhood licensed childcare facility  
located in Historic Downtown Monument since 

1993 serving children ages 12 months  
to 12 years.

� Longtime, highly qualified 
teaching staff certified in  
CPR & First Aid 

� Developmentally appropriate  
programs for all children 

� Committed to a multi-cultural, 
anti-biased philosophy 

� Hot lunch and snacks prepared 
in our kitchen - kid friendly and  
nutritious menus 

� 1⁄2 day and full-day preschool 

� Before & after school programs 
� Transportation to and from  

District 38 elementary schools 
� Kindergarten readiness skills 
� Homework assistance 
� Summer camp 
� Vacation camps 
� Programs during elementary  

school closures 
� Open year-round with  

year-round enrollment 

Please drop in or phone for a tour. 
We would love to show you our school! 

77 Third Street · 488-0884 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 6:30 pm 

We sell for YOU on the
WORLD�S LARGEST auction site! 

�� FREE eBay value analysis of your treasures!   
�� FREE professional auction photographs! 
�� WORLDWIDE selling!
�� YOU GET PAID FAST!
�� PERSONAL customer service! 
�� EXPERIENCE you can count on! 
�� NO eBay fees and NO PayPal fees!

                  

www.showcase.inkfrog.com/thebluesagemerchant

7,000+ Positive Feedbacks! 

The Blue Sage Merchant
251 Front St #11-B, Historic Monument, 488-1822 

Stop by for more information � OPEN Monday-Saturday 10-5 
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land across Old Denver Highway (between Baptist 
Road and Highway 105) is already zoned commercial 
(PID).

• Drumm asserted that it was too soon for the board to 
let Wiepking change the zoning, and the town should 
make him wait until the adjacent vacant Phoenix Bell 
property between Old Denver Highway and I-25 is 
developed to see if someone might want to build a 
restaurant or coffee shop in Wiepking’s Filing 3. 

• Samuels asked Drumm how many more years would 
be a fair time restriction on Wiepking before allowing 
him to rezone to residential. Drumm responded that 
the lateral spacing between the houses being built in 
the Trails End development is too small. Samuels 
responded by noting the much larger lot sizes 
Wiepking has proposed in Village at Monument 
Filing 3. 

• Town Manager Cathy Green said that she has 
been an advocate of commercial in neo-traditional 
developments for 20 years as a planner. She stated 
that in nearly every instance, the number one failure 
is the commercial section. This failure occurs in 
every state that tries to develop these kinds of mixed-
use developments. The vacant commercial areas all 
have to be converted to residential due to lack of “the 
correct density” for people to be able to walk to them. 
The only stores that are built and survive in these 
developments are convenience store-gas stations that 
people drive to, Green said. 

• Samuels agreed, saying that the commercial area 
in Spring Creek, the major Colorado Springs neo-
traditional neighborhood, is still a vacant lot filled 
with weeds after six years, with the exception of one 
coffee house “run by Miss Colorado.” 

Wiepking said, “My kids aren’t going to college” based 
on his profits from the Village at Monument. There 
will be no retail or restaurants in Filing 3 until the 
traffic count and number of rooftops along Old Denver 
Highway rise significantly, he said. (For more details 
on the revised proposal for this filing, see the article 
on the June 11 Planning Commission hearing at http:
//www.ourcommunitynews.org/v8n7.htm#monpc.)

After considerable further discussion, the board 
unanimously approved all four applications with the 
staff’s proposed conditions. Trustee Tommie Plank asked 
that a condition be added to the Village at Monument PD 
site plan that the houses built on the northern 16 lots have 
complementary architecture to the existing 40 homes in 
the development. Her requested additional condition was 
also approved. 

St. Peter campus expansion 
questions answered

The staff had been asked to research the noise generated 
by air conditioner units on the church’s buildings on the 
east side of Washington Avenue, possible use of a mate-
rial softer than asphalt in the new parking lots that may 
be used as play areas for the church school, and what kind 
of legal arrangements could be reached to share costs of 
the existing church parking lot adjacent to Town Hall to 
cover liability for shared use by town staff and town hall 
visitors. 

These questions were asked of the staff when the 
board approved an expanded use of the church’s property 
by special review on Dec. 3, 2007. The church is building 
a new parish building and parking lots at the south end of 
its property. 

During a 40-minute discussion, St. Peter’s architect, 
Brian Bucher of Bucher Designs, said that he and profes-
sional engineer Jeff Given of Given and Associates had 
researched new quieter air conditioning units for the new 
parish hall and possible acoustic baffling for the exist-
ing units on the parish elementary school. Bucher said 
he would be installing the quietest new units available, 
but there is little that can be done practically to isolate 
the noise generated by the existing older units without 
reducing airflow and efficiency. Bucher gave a lengthy 

presentation on all the ways the church has tried to re-
spond to the needs of the community and the concerns of 
neighbors and town staff in completing its plans.

Bucher said that there was no softer material that 
could be used to replace the asphalt. Samuels noted that 
he is the general manager of Colorado Springs’ largest 
landscaping company and he agreed that there was no 
suitable substitute that would survive in Monument’s 
climate. 

Town Attorney Gary Shupp said that the town’s 
insurer had agreed that it could provide liability insur-
ance for the shared use of the church’s existing parking 
lot. Whether the board wishes to make a policy decision 
to help pay for the construction and maintenance of the 
church’s new parking a block and a half to the south for 
the church’s expansion has nothing to do with liability 
insurance. 

The staff and the church agreed that representatives 
of each would meet on a regular basis to discuss the transi-
tion to a larger church campus and negotiate an agreement 
on sharing the church’s existing northern parking lot. 

Liquor licenses
The board unanimously approved a change in the liquor 
license for the La Casa Fiesta restaurant at Second and 
Front Streets to reflect that the owners had incorporated 
their ownership as La Casa Fiesta Inc. Annual license 
renewals for the following businesses were also unani-
mously approved:
• 7-Eleven at Highway 105 and Third Street
• Monument Liquor Mart in Monument Marketplace 

on Jackson Creek Parkway
• Jackson Creek Chinese Restaurant in the King 

Soopers center on Baptist Road
• Safeway Store No. 1440 at 624 Highway 105 

Future Mitchell Avenue 
extensions discussed

Kassawara noted that the Hellbusch family, owners of 
Monument Landscaping at the north end of Mitchell 
Avenue, had inquired about the future location of a pos-
sible northward extension of Mitchell Avenue to intersect 
Highway 105 on the west side of the railroad tracks. The 
Hellbusch family would like the town to annex the por-
tion of their property that is in the county and would like 
to build on a portion of the currently platted Mitchell Av-
enue right-of-way, if the right-of-way can be vacated. 
Three possible routes for the northward extension of 

487-7366
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Mitchell were analyzed by town engineer-
ing consultant firm Carter Burgess and 
were briefly discussed by the board. 

The board and staff discussed the 
matter, then concluded that it is too soon 
to respond to the family’s inquiry about 
annexation and vacation or make recom-
mendations about the three proposed 
alignment options. It will be at least a year 
before there is any information available 
on how the railroad tracks through Monu-
ment may be realigned for high-speed rail 
if freight traffic is rerouted to the east. 

County resident Sarah Nasby asked if 
the town had reached any agreements with 
the county on the southward extension of 
Mitchell Avenue from the Tri-Lakes 
Wastewater Facility to connect to Forest 
Lakes Drive. Nasby’s residence is west of 
the proposed construction. Green replied 
that there had been no further discussions 
with the county since the last hearing Nas-
by had attended and that the staff would 
notify her of any agenda items regarding 
Mitchell Avenue as she had requested. 

Third Street improvements
The board approved the following change 
orders submitted by engineering con-
sultant Nolte Associates for contracted 
work on the town’s ongoing improvement 
project for Third Street. Trustee Easton, a 
Nolte civil engineer, recused himself from 
the vote. An additional cost of $7,288 is 
for:
1. “Additional hours to incorporate 

Department of Local Affairs 
specifications into the project 
manual.” 

2. “Additional hours to coordinate 
burial of overhead lines belonging to 
Mountain View Electric Association, 
Comcast, and Qwest. The original 
number of hours established for this 
task was exceeded due to the difficulty 
in dealing with these utilities, and 
because of field problems that have 
arisen during the relocation of these 
lines.” 

3. “Additional project management 
coordination time with Ayres 
Associates for the redesign of the 
drainage system to accommodate a 
lesser design storm.” 

4. “Additional work performed by an 
environmental consultant, Peter 
Smith, of Smith Environmental and 
engineering. Smith was contracted 
by Nolte to conduct a study of 
potential Preble’s Meadow Jumping 
Mouse habitat issues associated 
with planned location of the 
drainage outfall from Mitchell 
Avenue to Monument Lake” 
due to a landowner declining 
“to permit the additional flows 
from the Third Street Project 
across his property” per “the 
original design assumption.” 

Other matters
Eight payments over $5,000 were 
approved:
• $134,166 to Triview 

Metropolitan District for May 
sales tax

• $6,136 for June motor vehicle 
tax

• $16,080 to CIRSA for quarterly 
state property and casualty 
insurance coverage 

• $16,546 to CIRSA for quarterly 
state worker’s compensation 
coverage

• $72,385 to Forest Lakes 
Metropolitan District for the 
town’s share of water storage 
tank costs

• $11,912 to town water attorney 
Krassa & Miller LSC for legal 
fees

• $67,338 to The Alexandher Building 
Co. for the first construction payment 
for the new Town Hall building 

• $100,859 to Robinson Construction 
LLC for construction of the new town 
bandshell in Limbach Park

Green noted that the amount budgeted for 
the bandshell to cover the labor and mate-
rials that were not donated to the project 
had originally been listed as $65,000. 
The new total had only been billed by the 
contractor a week before this board meet-
ing. She said she should have e-mailed the 
trustees before the meeting to advise them 
of the increase in the net cost since the 
original estimate. The bandshell construc-
tion has been delayed for several years, 
during which all construction costs have 
risen faster than inflation. 

Town Treasurer Pamela Smith said 
that the board had authorized $700,000 in 
capital spending by the staff in the 2008 
budget, and the higher costs for the band-
shell would not result in overspending of 
the $700,000 appropriation. 

Smith stated that she would give the 
board a draft 2008 budget restatement in 
August, but the town cannot add many 
things to the budget due to small increases 
in revenue compared to previous years. 

The board also approved Smith’s 
monthly banking, financial, and sales tax 
reports. 

Landreth reported that: 
• Monument’s water production and 

use is higher than last year.
• Triview water operations have been 

“problematic. We have been dealing 
with numerous control and valve 
problems, and one of their well 
pumps had to be replaced. We have 
maintained production and quality. 
Water usage is very high.” 

• “We are losing” water technician 
Anthony Pastorello, and Public Works 
is advertising for a replacement for 
the position. 

Green reported on the board/staff retreat 
held on July 7:
• The general fund generates an 

average of $300,000 per year for new 
(non-water) capital projects.

• Many capital projects are estimated at 
over $1 million. 

• The Third Street drainage outfall 
design cost has risen $400,000.

• The construction phase funding 
that has been lost due to the design 
increase will be made up from the 
water enterprise fund or borrowing of 

15 percent of the town’s cash reserve. 
• The remainder of the stormwater 

master plan projects will cost about 
$8.5 million.

• The board may ask the voters for a 
low-interest loan ballot issue in 2009; 
there may not be a need to increase 
taxes. 

• Roadway projects total $17 million 
and may be able to be funded by 
developers and cost sharing. 

• Park and recreation projects total $3.5 
million and are eligible for state Great 
Outdoors Colorado grant funding. 

Sgt. Steve Burk of the Monument Police 
Department reported that the town will 
hold its first Citizen’s Police Academy 
from Aug. 20 to Oct. 15. Participants 
must commit to one night a week for 
nine weeks, plus one Saturday morning, 
to increase their understanding of law 
enforcement’s role in the criminal justice 
system and daily tasks performed by po-
lice officers. 

Applications for the academy must be 
submitted by Aug. 8. The application form 
and course schedule may be downloaded 
at the Police Department’s Community 
Services Web site:
h t t p : / / m o n u m e n t p d . o r g /
index.php?option=com_content&task=vi
ew&id=93&Itemid=106

The meeting adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting is at 6:30 p.m. on Aug. 4 

at Town Hall, 166 Second St. Meetings are 
normally held on the first and third Mon-
day of the month. Information: 884-8017. 
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Monument Board of Adjustments, July 10

Variance for rear deck glass sunroom approved
By Jim Kendrick

On July 10, the Monument Board 
of Adjustments unanimously ap-
proved a request from Michael 
and Reba Abair for a rear set-
back variance of 7 feet to build 
a glass sunroom on a portion of 
their existing rear deck, which 
overlooks Lyons Tail Road and 
the King Soopers shopping cen-
ter in Jackson Creek. Their rear 
deck is 13 feet from the rear lot 
line, an exception to the 20-foot 
rear setback restriction that is 
allowed by Regency Park zoning 
regulations. No portion of the 
structure, including a sunroom 
addition, would be allowed 
within 20 feet of the rear lot line 
by the regulation. 

However, there is a 20-foot 
open space buffer, landscaped 
with trees, between the Abairs‘ 
rear lot line and the north side 
of the Lyons Tail Road right-of-
way. 

Lyons Tail Road is the very 
busy collector road that was the 
sole primary access for all homes 
in Jackson Creek to the Baptist 
Road interchange, via Jackson 
Creek Parkway, during the many 
months that the Leather Chaps 
Drive and Baptist Road intersec-
tion was closed for construction 
of additional lanes and a new 
traffic signal. 

The Board of Adjustment 
meets from time to time to hear 
and decide appeals of require-
ments, decisions, or determina-
tions made by administrative 
officials. The board also hears 
applications for variances due 
to practical difficulty or unnec-
essary hardship resulting from 
enforcement of:
• Minimum area/width of lot
• Maximum height of 

building
• Minimum front/side/rear 

yard
• Minimum off-street parking 

requirements
• Minimum landscape 

requirements 
Application fee reduced: The 
fee for the Abairs’ variance ap-
plication dated June 5 was $750 
plus an additional $150 fee for a 
retainer for any corrections that 
the town might have to make to 
bring the project into compli-
ance with the town code should 
the owner fail to meet code re-
quirements. The fee was raised 
to $750 in February based on 
analysis of the average expenses 
and staff time required for a typi-
cal commercial variance applica-
tion. The retainer is refunded if 
the town does not have to make 
corrections following a final in-
spection. 

However, the Board of 
Trustees created a separate ap-
plication fee of $350 for residen-
tial variances at its meeting June 
16. The reduction was based 
on the Abairs’ proposal, which 
demonstrated that because most 
residential variances are limited 
to setback issues, they do not 
require as much staff time for 
review and approval. 

The Abairs’ application 
package included written approv-
als of the proposed sunroom’s 
configuration and materials from 
their homeowners association 
and their adjacent neighbors. 
Staff presentation: Karen 
Griffith, the town’s principal 
planner, presented the Abairs’ 
application and criteria for re-
view and approval to the board. 
She quoted the portion of the 
town code that allows the board 
“to grant a variance from the 
prescribed minimum rear set-
back requirements if by reason of 
exceptional shape or topography 
of a lot, or other exceptional situ-
ation or condition of the building 
or land, practical difficulty or 
unnecessary hardship would re-

sult to the owners of the property 
from a strict enforcement of the 
Code requirement.” 

Griffith noted that the 
Abairs’ lot is a “double frontage 
lot” with a rear “frontage” on Ly-
ons Tail Road. The town’s regu-
lations on subdivision lot design 
standards require a 10-foot treed 
buffer between back yards and 
roads for double frontage lots; in 
this case there is an existing buf-
fer of 20 feet. She also noted that 
Michael Abair has been fighting 
skin cancer for some time and 
must minimize his exposure to 
the sun.

Her proposed motion to ap-
prove the Abairs’ rear setback 
variance was based on three 
findings:
1. Exceptional conditions: The lot 

is a shallow double frontage 
lot facing a busy collector 
road and the homeowner has 
a medical condition. 

2. Practical difficulties or 
unnecceary hardship are 
caused by the previously 
approved lot having a rear 
yard that is too shallow to 
mitigate traffic impacts and 
noise from Lyons Tail Road. 
Also, the homeowner’s 
medical condition creates 
another practical difficulty 
in using the rear deck. 
Enforcing the 20-foot 
setback restriction for the 
glass structure would create 
an unnecessary hardship.

3. There would be no adverse 
effect on public health, 
safety, and welfare because 
the variance is only 7 feet. 
The use of glass will further 
mitigate any visual impact 
since the sunroom will be 
essentially transparent. 

Griffith recommended one con-
dition of approval: The sunroom 
shall be constructed primarily of 
glass as depicted in the land use 
permit application and shall not 
be enclosed with primarily solid 
opaque walls in the future. 

Griffith also noted that the 
Abairs have six months to ap-

ply for a building permit from 
the town if the board approves 
their request for a variance. New 
construction must be completed 
within a year of the building 
permit being issued. During her 
question and answer discussion 
with the board members, she 
also noted that the variance, 
including its condition of ap-
proval that it must remain a glass 
structure, will run with the land 
if the Abairs sell the property. 
The condition and the variance 
will be recorded on the lot’s plat 
by the county clerk and recorder 
and be part of the required dis-
closures at the time of a future 
sale. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved Griffith’s proposed mo-
tion and condition of approval. 

Volunteer sought for 
vacant board seat

The board consists of five mem-
bers appointed by the Monu-
ment Board of Trustees. There 
is currently a vacancy on the 

board. Adults who have been a 
Monument resident for at least 
one year are eligible to apply 
for the vacant seat. Normally the 
board meets no more than two 
to three times per year. The last 
board meeting was held on Nov. 
16, 2006. The Board of Trustees 
makes the appointments, which 
run for a period of three years. 

The board members in at-
tendance for this meeting were 
Trustee Tommie Plank, Planning 
Commissioner Kathy Spence, 
and Deputy Town Clerk Claudia 
Whitney. Member Don Smith 
was out of town. 

The board unanimously ap-
proved the appointment of Spen-
ce as the board’s chairperson for 
the coming year. 

Any Monument resident 
wishing to serve on the Board 
of Adjustments should contact 
Whitney at 884-8017 to volun-
teer. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:
45 p.m. 

Reba and Michael Abair explain their request of a setback 
variance for a rear deck sunroom at the Monument Board of 
Adjustments meeting July 10.  Photo by Jim Kendrick.
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By David Futey
On July 10, the Palmer Lake Town Council filled vacan-
cies on the council and the Planning Commission. Jan 
Bristol was sworn in as the new Palmer Lake trustee 
by Town Clerk Della Gray, filling the vacancy created 
by Richard Allen’s resignation. Also, the council unani-
mously approved the selection of Dennis Stern to fill a 
vacancy on the Planning Commission.

Council positions merged
In an effort to provide greater effectiveness in address-
ing and coordinating a number of issues and projects, 
the council decided to temporarily merge the efforts of 
Trustee Nikki McDonald, Parks and Recreation, and 
Bristol, Economic Development, under one yet-to-be-
named area. 

Solution sought to railroad 
culvert problem

On June 16, Mayor John Cressman and Awake the Lake 
representative Jeff Hulsmann met with a representative 
of the Union Pacific Railroad to discuss the damaged 
culverts under the tracks that continue to hamper water 
flow into the lake and a proposed pedestrian walkway 
over the tracks. 

At the July 10 meeting of the council, Hulsmann 
suggested that the town consider funding an engineer-
ing study of damaged culverts under railroad tracks that 
continue to hamper water flow into Palmer Lake. 

Hulsmann produced topological maps showing 
how water used to run under the tracks into the north 
end of the lake. This water flow assisted with the eco-
logical environment of the lake and also the feeding of 
Plum Creek. The Union Pacific Railroad installed cul-
verts that appear to have diverted this runoff water flow. 
The railroad now seems interested in restoring the flow, 
because it might be affecting the integrity of railroad 
tracks in that area north of the lake.

The Union Pacific Railroad representative raised 
concerns about safety and potential trespassing by pe-
destrians who would use the crossing over the tracks to 
reach the lake, instead of walking up to County Line 
Road. Hulsmann suggested that the railroad may be in-
terested in a pedestrian bridge over the tracks to resolve 
both issues. Two options for a bridge include:
• Adopt-a-Bridge program through the state
• A flat-bed railroad car placed upon abutments on 

either side of the tracks 
Out-of-service flat-bed railroad cars are being used for 
secondary road bridges where weight limitations of the 
cars can be accommodated. A possible location for the 
bridge would follow the park master plan, placing it 
south of the baseball field where foot traffic has created 
a path.

Firefighters gain certification
Shana Bell and Troy Oliver completed their certifica-
tions for firefighter I, after passing the hazardous mate-
rial examination.

Liquor license approved
By unanimous decision, the Palmer Lake Liquor Li-
censing Authority approved a hotel/restaurant liquor 
license for Amuze Bistro, owned by William Sherman. 
It was noted that Sherman contacted 13 residents in a 
designated survey area near the restaurant, located at 
292 S. Highway 105. A total of seven responded, all 
favorably, to the proposed licensing. Sherman also 
noted that he has improved parking on the side and in 
the back of the restaurant. The restaurant will have a 
maximum occupancy of 12 for dining inside and ad-
ditional informal seating outside. 

Fire Department activities announced
• The department’s 70th anniversary celebration 

will be held on Aug. 17 at The Depot restaurant on 
Highway 105.

• The department will be conducting controlled 
burns for fire mitigation in city parks and around 
the lake, time and weather permitting. 

• The department is pursuing five grants including 
the SAFER grant to create the paid position of 
volunteer coordinator. Other grants are seeking 
assistance for protective equipment, a brush truck, 
and mobile data terminals.
House numbers should be visible

Fire Trustee Gary Coleman reminded Palmer Lake 
residents to prominently display their house numbers 
so they are visible from the street. The department will 
install address signs for residents for a $20 donation. 
Call (719) 481-2902 to make an appointment. 

Surveying completed
Trustee Bryan Jack reported that the surveying for the 
right-of-way sidewalk grant has been completed and 
sent to the engineer. 

Water use up
Water Trustee Max Stafford reported that on average, 
an acre-foot of water is being used per day during the 
summer. That is more than normal. Also, more water 
is being pumped from wells since May 21 due to is-
sues with the surface water plant.

Fireworks summary
Fireworks Committee representative Jeff Hulsmann 
provided an analysis of the July 4 fireworks and relat-
ed activities. Hulsmann noted that parking and traffic 
were significant issues given the one road in and out of 
town and the increased interest in the event. For next 
year’s event, there is a need to increase volunteers. 
The cost of the fireworks was $28,000. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.
********

The next regular council meeting is on Aug. 7 at 7 
p.m. The next Town Council workshop is scheduled 
for Aug. 14 at 7 p.m. Both meetings will be held in the 
Town Hall. The workshops are normally held the first 
Thursday of the month. The regular council meetings 
are normally held the second Thursday of the month. 
Information: 481-2953

Palmer Lake Town Council, July 10

Vacancies filled on council and planning commission

Above: (L-R) Town Council members Bryan 
Jack, Jan Bristol, Nikki McDonald, Mayor John 
Cressman, Town Clerk Della Gray, and council 
members Gary Coleman, Max Stafford, and Dan 
Reynolds conduct town business during the July 
10 town council meeting. Photo by David Futey.
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Understated elegance in this wonderful home on 2.5 wooded acres. Light and 
bright with a stunning 2-story great room. Remodeled lower level with large 
rec room. Clean radiant heat. Drive-through garage. Over 5,900 sq. ft.

Enjoy Colorado on one of the many decks of this exceptional home amid 
towering pines with Peak and AFA views. Large rooms. Expansive granite 
kitchen. Many amenities including hot tub and fire pit. Over 5,400 sq. ft.

New custom home with great views of the Peak and Front Range. 2.5 acres 
off Hodgen Road. Dream kitchen with Viking and Subzero appliances and 
granite throughout. Air conditioning. 4-car garage. Over 5,100 sq. ft.
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Ken
Medema

      For 
      information 
      about 
      Ken, 
      visit 
www.kenmedema.comHouse Cleaning

Thorough, dependable,  
reasonable. References available 

Call Jackie 360-4844 
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By Jim Kendrick
Chief Jeff Edwards gave the Donald Wescott Fire Protec-
tion District Board an update July 16 on his proposal to 
develop a community wildfire protection plan (CWPP). 
The consultants who will perform the study and plan 
development are currently busy creating plans for other 
districts, Their first step will be to prepare cost estimates 
for plan preparation later this year. There is no funding 
for plan development in the 2008 budget. Initial funding, 
a rough estimate of about $6,000, will have to be part of 
the district’s 2009 budget. 

All board members were present.
Board gets wildfire plan update

Edwards reported on the status of the district’s CWPP, 
a tailor-made plan that assesses fire hazards, prioritizes 
areas for treatment, and recommends actions to reduce 
structural damage. These plans must be approved by three 
agencies: the Colorado State Forest Service, the local Fire 
Department and the county’s Environmental Services. 
The board approved development of a plan at the previous 
meeting on June 18. Implementation of the plan involves 
extensive community involvement for removing fire haz-
ards in wooded residential lots throughout the district and 
chipping services for removed slash and brush. 

Edwards noted that Dave Root, assistant district 
forester from the State Forest Service, and Keith Wur-
ley, a consultant forester and arborist who performs as-

sessments of wildfire protection plans for the state, will 
prepare cost estimates and give the board a preliminary 
presentation on developing a CWPP. Edwards suggested 
spending about $6,000 initially for a basic study rather 
than a full CWPP that would cost $20,000 to $30,000 for 
expensive global positioning system documentation. The 
district’s funding for full-scale development of the plan 
will have to be added to the 2009 budget. The two consul-
tants are currently finishing a similar plan for the Palmer 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department. 

Nine volunteers recruited
The district has 15 full-time staff and 10 volunteers and 
has just recruited nine new volunteers. Four of the new 
volunteers are qualified as firefighters and emergency 
medical technicians, another four are qualified as fire-
fighters, and one is a qualified EMT. Four of the new 
volunteers live in the Wescott district. 

The summer wildfire season in California is winding 
down, with over 70 percent of the individual fires being 
under control, Edwards said. Wescott has been sending 
one shift to California as part of a federal program for 
supporting local firefighting agencies. This is a “win-
win” situation, he said, because the district’s firefighters 
receive standardized wildfire training and the district is 
reimbursed for all costs. 

Wescott provided fire engines to the fireworks dis-
plays at Palmer Lake and Flying Horse Ranch as well as 

the Monument Fourth of July parade. 
Capt. Mike Whiting reported that the district made 

679 runs through the end of June, a 20 percent increase 
over the first half of 2007. The AMR ambulance covered 
326 of these responses. 

Financial report
New administrative assistant Cheryl Marshall reported 
that steady progress is being made by the new district 
auditor in completing the 2007 audit. Marshall also dis-
cussed three major purchases made in December as part 
of the 2007 budget. Although they were paid for in early 
2008, the expenditures are still part of the 2007 budget. 
She has clarified this with the district’s CPA. 

Marshall noted that about 70 percent of the tax rev-
enues budgeted for 2008 had been received, which is typi-
cal for the first six months of the year. Revenues for the 
first half are about $1.25 million, while expenditures have 
been about $982,000. 

The board scheduled an open house question-and-an-
swer session for staff members on Aug. 15 at 7 p.m. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
**********

The next meeting will be held at 7 p.m. on Aug. 20 at 
Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. Meetings are normally 
held on the third Wednesday of the month. Information: 
488-8680. 

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board, July 16

Community wildfire protection plan on hold

With rain totals down this year, wildfires remain a danger 
in the Tri-Lakes area. Here are some tips for protecting 
your home from wildfire exposure, courtesy Allstate 

Insurance Co.
• Remove all dry grass, brush, and dead leaves at least 

30 to 100 feet around the home. Homes in pine forests 
should have a minimum safety zone of 100 feet. 

• Regularly rake leaves and twigs, and remove dead 
limbs. 

• Clear all flammable vegetation and replace native 
plants with ornamental landscaping plants that are 
fire resistive.

• Remove leaves and rubbish from under structures.
• Thin a 15-foot space between tree crowns, and 

remove limbs that are within 10 feet of the ground.
• Remove dead branches that extend over the roof. 
• Prune tree branches and shrubs within 10 feet of a 

stovepipe or chimney outlet.
• Ask the power company to clear branches from 

power lines.
• Remove vines from the walls of the home.
• Clear a 10-foot area around propane tanks and 

barbecue grills. Place a screen over the grill—use 
nonflammable material with mesh no coarser than 
one-fourth inch. 

• Stack firewood at least 30 to 100 feet away and uphill 
from your home.

• Clear combustible material within 10 feet of your 
home.

• Use only safety-inspected and approved wood-
burning devices.

Protect your home from wildfires

TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Handy Man
 Master Carpenter

Interior and Exterior 
Finishing and Repairs

Cabinetry
Doors and Windows

Outbuildings Built and Repaired
Custom Trim

Decks, Porches, Gazebos
Larry Blasgen 494-2131

Over  30 Years’ Experience 
in Home Remodeling and Building

Small Jobs Welcome!

Tired of spending 
hours on the 
internet search-
ing for the best 
price? Let us do 
that for you.  

We are your local full-service Travel Specialists 
providing superior customer service.

� Cruises 
� Eco / Adventure  

Travel 
� Religious Travel 
� Individuals & Groups 

� Weddings &  
Honeymoons 

� Business Travel 
� Fundraisers 
� and Much More! 

Theresa 719.219.9697
theresa@globalpathwaystravel.com 
www.globalpathwaystravel.com 

What are you waiting for? Call today!

Piano Lessons By Becky  
� 37 years of teaching experience 
� Bachelors of Arts in Music 
� King�s Deer area 
� First Lesson is FREE! 

Call 559-3837 

June Burnett Host a Dove Chocolate 
Tasting Party in your home or 
at your office. Learn to make 
your OWN chocolate candies 
with our awesome tools! 

Phone: 719-660-3391
E-mail: Junes_Chocolate@yahoo.com 

Share the Sweet Life! 

Dove Chocolate at Home 
New to Colorado! 

Independent Chocolatier 
www.JunesChocolate.com

Support Our Community - Shop Tri-Lakes
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By Susan Hindman
While on the surface, the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire 
Protection District is on track with its finances, with 
expenses running 5.65 percent under budget and income 
up for the month, the overall economic downturn has the 
board viewing future hiring more cautiously.

The district’s income is dependent upon property 
taxes and specific ownership taxes (which the district 
receives from the county, collected from the sale of ve-
hicles); both are vulnerable to changes in the economy. 
Another revenue source, from ambulance calls, is holding 
steady. There were 60 to 95 ambulance calls each month 
the first six months of the year, generating $57,000 to 
$88,000 in charges. The collection rate, however, is run-
ning around 56 percent year to date.

But with specific ownership taxes down 8.24 percent 
for the year, Treasurer John Hildebrandt predicts the dis-
trict will wind up with a shortfall of $70,000 to $75,000 
for the year, which he has warned about at previous meet-
ings. 

However, the pending shortages—which include 
impact fee collection at 24 percent instead of 50 percent 
for the year—coupled with plans to hire three full-time 
firefighters in the third quarter prompted a request by 
Director Charlie Pocock for a midyear budget review. 
He is concerned that since 2009 won’t be a reassessment 
year—meaning the county assessor will base property 
values on 2008 figures—the income generated from taxes 
will remain the same. “Only growth could change,” he 
said, but there’s not much of that going on currently. 

And in 2010, when the assessor next reviews valua-
tions, Pocock said, the results might not be good for the 
district. He read from a Gazette article that said the value 
of homes in the Tri-Lakes area had gone down 12.5 per-
cent since last year. “So when the assessor takes another 
look at our home values, we could see a reduction in the 
total assessed value of property,” which would lower the 
amount of revenue the district receives from those taxes. 

In looking at line-item expenses for the next year, 
Pocock said he anticipates 5 percent to 7 percent infla-
tion in most items. An additional increase will come 
from the SAFER grant. In 2005, the district won a U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security Staffing for Adequate 
Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) grant totaling 
$700,000 over five years, which helped to bring on seven 
new firefighter-EMTs. Over the course of five years, the 
grant money received from the government goes down, 
while the district’s required contribution goes up. 

So if these rates go up, and the revenue stream re-
mains the same, Pocock sees a budget shortfall next year, 
one that could wipe out the contingency fund—unallo-
cated reserve money currently totaling $231,240. 

“Bottom line,” he said, “is nobody wants to hire 
these three guys more than I do, but I think we need to 
take a more realistic approach. Instead of hiring them as 
full-time employees, I think we could look at hiring them 
as part-timers or temporary employees without benefits.” 
That way, he said, it would be easier to lay them off if the 
funds went away.

Chief Rob Denboske agreed with Pocock, saying he’d 
rather hire temps than get into next year and find that they 
have to lay off people. 

Battalion Chief Greg Lovato disagreed, saying, “I 
think the temporary situation would probably limit the 
pool of candidates out there. … People aren’t going to 
leave something they’ve already got that’s halfway decent 
to come out and take a temporary assignment to just be 
shut off six months later.”

The new hires would help the district reach its goal 
of having four firefighters on each fire truck that goes out. 
Currently, only Station 3 (on Woodmoor Drive) has four. 

Director Roger Lance questioned how aggressively 
personnel have been seeking other grants. Denboske 
said that although not all avenues have been pursued, 
“We’ve been successful at getting grants. I think we’ve 
got the folks to do it.” The district had applied for another 
SAFER grant last year but didn’t get it. 

After some discussion, President Tim Miller con-

cluded by saying he wanted to put off a decision until 
he could meet with Hildebrandt to further discuss the 
budget.

Another expense problem is overtime. As of the end 
of June, only around $300 remained of the $25,000 bud-
geted for overtime. Denboske requested $10,000 to cover 
the rest of the year. He was told he should use what’s 
needed to maintain staffing, and that the finances would 
be worked out at the end of the year. 

Tuition assistance proposal
Prompted by a firefighter’s request for tuition assistance, 
the board decided to take a closer look at what the person-
nel manual says regarding reimbursing education fees 
(tuition, books, etc.) for firefighters wanting to attend 
school. A proposal was submitted clarifying the wording 
about funding for job-related and job-required educa-
tional expenses, to help explain what would qualify for 
reimbursement. 

The first round of changes to the proposal was ap-
proved, and it will be discussed again at the August meet-
ing. 

Code of conduct proposal
Apparently the result of conversations during a previous 
executive session, the board had asked the district’s attor-
ney to prepare a new code of conduct regarding executive 
session rules. But after they reviewed the “Code of Ethics 
and Conflict of Interest Policy,” there wasn’t much sup-
port for it. 

Director Roger Lance said he went through this new 
code—which was “obviously written by an attorney”—
the fire district’s existing code, and the Special District 
Association’s (SDA) code “paragraph by paragraph,” to 
see what was different or not addressed. “There are not 
many things that aren’t addressed adequately,” he said, 
adding that this new version had a negative feel to it. “I 
don’t see a need for it,” he concluded, and suggested up-
dating the current policy manual instead. 

There seemed to be universal agreement that this 
new version was more than what was needed. Miller sug-
gested the issue be tabled for further examination.

Beefing up the Web site
Lance asked if it was possible to create a forum for people 
to post questions and the district to provide answers on 
the district’s Web site. He said he has gotten calls from 
housing associations about things like fire-pit safety and 

dead trees. He said posting a “frequently asked ques-
tions” page would “give us more public involvement.” In 
addition, he said that minutes are supposed to be posted a 
certain number of days after a meeting and that agendas 
are supposed to be posted prior to meetings, so the Web 
site could be the place for that.

The board went into executive session to discuss per-
sonnel matters; no announcements were made. 

**********
The Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District meets 
the fourth Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. at Station 
1, 18650 Highway 105 (next to the bowling alley). The 
next meeting is Aug. 27. For more information, call Chief 
Denboske at 481-2312 or visit www.tri-lakesfire.com.

Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District, July 23

Budget review shows hiring more firefighters 
may not be possible

Cathy R. Deschaine, LMT, CNMT 
1770 Deer Creek Rd. #102 
Tuesday - Saturday 9-5

� Deep Tissue 
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� Trigger Point 
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Sizzling Summer 
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Five 60 minute massages $275 
(Reg. $300)
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service 
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481 Hwy 105 (Behind Domino�s)

487-3119

Huge Clearance Sale!
Buy 1 item, get 2nd for 1¢ 

On selected items. With coupon.  
Good through 8/30/08.

A properly maintained vehicle 
can save FUEL and $$$!

Call for an appointment today

488-6729

Quality IMPORT Service
707 County Line Road, Palmer Lake

$3 OFF Oil Change
$10 OFF $100 Service

Good through 8/30/08

Guitar
Lessons

All Ages • All Levels • All Styles

Graduate of the prestigious 
Guitar Institute of Technology
in Hollywood with 20 years’ 

Teaching Experience 

Call Mike at 487-8435

For all your 
travel needs, 

call
481-3051
Fax 481-3054
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By Bill Carroll
On July 5, about 45 Gleneagle area 
residents attended the first meeting of the 
Gleneagle Residents’ Environmental Ac-
tion Team (GREAT) in the library of the 
Western Museum of Mining and Industry 
to discuss issues and concerns over the 
proposed development of the Gleneagle 
Golf Club’s driving range. 

The new organization, created to or-
ganize opposition to the intended project, 
is being spearheaded by the Eagle Villas 
homeowners association (HOA) with 
support from several of the other HOAs 
in Gleneagle that might be adversely 
impacted by the proposed development. 
During the meeting, GREAT representa-
tives discussed the reasons behind the 
organization, various issues and possible 
strategies to employ in opposition to this 
development.

In late 2007, the Gleneagle Golf 
Course and its planning consultant, 
Thomas and Thomas, laid out a plan to the 
community for building 47 patio homes on 
the driving range as a means to generate 
$1.5 million that is needed to replace the 
aging golf course irrigation system. Sev-
eral meetings between the golf course and 
various community groups and members 
have been held since then and a formal 
application has been submitted to the El 
Paso County Planning Commission for 
approval of the plan. The plan calls for 
revision of the area master plan and ap-
proval of a development sketch plan, and 
rezoning of the driving range from its 
current RR5 residential to planned unit 
development (PUD).

Leading Friday’s meeting were Tom 
Morse and Doug Jenkins of GREAT; they 
are also members of the Eagle Villas HOA. 
Morse stated, “We formed GREAT to pull 
together the community and inform them 
what is happening in their back yards … 
and we’ve started circulating petitions 
within the community that will be given 
to the Planning Commission and Board of 
County Commissioners (BOCC) further 
illustrating and quantifying our opposi-
tion to this ill-conceived plan.” Morse 
further stated that a public hearing on the 

project at the Planning Commission might 
come as soon as Sept. 16.

Jenkins discussed various issues 
GREAT has with the intended project and 
its adverse impacts on the community as a 
whole and the various homeowners imme-
diately adjacent to the project in particu-
lar. During the initial discussions, it was 
pointed out that several requests had been 
submitted to the golf course owner, Miles 
Scully, a San Diego attorney, to meet with 
GREAT and other concerned residents 
in Gleneagle with no response received 
from Scully. Eagle Villas HOA President 
Dennis Beasley did, however, mention 
that golf course management advised him 
this week that Scully will be in the area 
on Aug. 7 and might be available to talk 
to residents.

Beasley also stated that in a recent 
face-to-face meeting with golf course 
manager Jon Brockman, “Golf course 
manager Jon Brockman stated he submit-
ted his resignation to the owner effective 
July 31 (supposedly over being placed in 
the middle of the project’s controversy).” 
A successor to Brockman has not been 
announced, but in a conversation follow-
ing the meeting, Brockman advised that 
he will likely be maintaining some man-
agement responsibility for a time, even 
though he will be off site.

Jenkins mentioned that “there are 
several major issues of concern that we 
are addressing in our overall opposition to 
the project—regional, community, neigh-
borhood, water, safety, and economics.” 
Jenkins then elaborated on some details 
on each issue with questions coming from 
the assembled residents.

When the discussion came to water 
and its availability, Gleneagle resident and 
Donala Water and Sanitation Board mem-
ber Richard Durham mentioned, “Despite 
complaints and concerns from this group 
and some of the residents about there not 
being enough water for this project, the 
golf course does have sufficient water 
in its current allocation for the proposed 
driving range project.” In responding to 
a comment that developing the driving 
range is only the tip of the iceberg and that 

the balance of the course might be devel-
oped next, Durham commented, “The golf 
course can only develop the driving range 
… they cannot develop the balance of the 
golf course because they do not have the 
amount of water in their existing alloca-
tion to do such a large housing project.” 
In a follow-up conversation, Donala Di-
rector Dana Duthie commented that the 
golf course does have sufficient water 
to construct the proposed 47 patio home 
development.

During the meeting, Jenkins men-
tioned that the Donald Wescott Fire 
Protection District did not recommend 
approval of the project, citing several 
concerns over safety issues such as close 
proximity to other residences and access 
to the community via rather narrow drive-
ways that would be insufficient for emer-
gency vehicle access and turn-around.

There was considerable discussion 
over the closeness of the intended project 
to the existing Eagle Villas residences and 
property lines. Jenkins mentioned that 
the new development will have a setback 
of only 25 feet from the backyard walls 
of Eagle Villas residences that currently 
border the driving range. 

Furthermore, Jenkins pointed out that 
unlike other developments that phase in 
lot and home sizes to accommodate and 
better mesh with existing homes and lots 
adjacent to that new development, the golf 
course’s planner may have taken into ac-
count the size of the new proposed dwell-
ings compared to Eagle Villas and the 
town homes across the street on Mission 
Hill Way but did not take into account 
the lot and home sizes of the single-fam-
ily homes along Gleneagle Drive. Those 
homes are only 30 yards away on the op-
posite side of Hole 6 that will border the 
east and southern portions of the proposed 
project.

In situations like this, developers 
who are building lots smaller than those 
next to them will build larger lots and 
fewer homes on these periphery lots to 
better mesh with existing surrounding 
communities. An example of such an ac-
tion is in the pending Promontory Pointe 

development along Baptist Road (now on 
indefinite hold because the developer has 
left the area) where the Town of Monu-
ment required larger lots along the eastern 
boundary to better mesh with Kingswood 
lots (that are 5 acres).

One of the fears exhibited by GREAT 
management and some of the assembled 
residents was a “worst-case scenario” that 
the project would be approved and started 
but for some reason not completed, laying 
idle for an unknown time; similar to the 
situation with Promontory Pointe.

There were many discussions on is-
sues, including whether the golf course 
would actually use the money generated 
from the sale of land for an irrigation sys-
tem, and that the timing was not good for 
a new housing development. The overall 
tone of the attendees was one of complete 
opposition to the project in the strongest 
terms and an intent to pack the county 
Planning Commission hearing room and 
ultimately the BOCC meeting with resi-
dents supporting this opposition. GREAT 
will use the comments from the meeting 
to further refine its strategy for opposing 
the project.

In closing the meeting, Morse stated 
that GREAT had submitted a letter of 
opposition to the project to the Planning 
Commission, as had several other area 
HOAs such as the Gleneagle Civic As-
sociation. He said even NEPCO (North 
El Paso County Coalition of Community 
Associations) and many other Gleneagle 
residents sent in comments. According to 
the county Planning Commission, about 
60 pages of comments and opposing views 
for the project have been received from 
various public and private entities. 

**********
For additional information about GREAT 
and its activities opposing the proposed 
golf course development, a Web site was 
created: www.gleneagleupdate.com. The 
next GREAT meeting will be held once 
a firm date for the Planning Commission 
meeting has been announced.

Gleneagle group fights golf course development
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By Bill Kappel
We received a wide variety of weather for the month of 
July around the region, with heavy rain, hail, high tem-
peratures, smoke, and even some remnants of a decaying 
hurricane. For the month as a whole, temperatures were 
about normal, with high temperatures ending above aver-
age and low temperatures below average. Precipitation 
was close to average, but for many of us that all came in 
a couple of big storms, not the best scenario for providing 
moisture to our plants.

July started off the same way June ended—warm and 
dry. However, things began to change quickly, as higher 
levels of moisture began to work into the region. This, 
along with little waves of energy rotating through the at-
mosphere, helped to trigger thunderstorms each day from 
the 2nd to the 7th, with one exception, the 4th of July. 

The strong storms developed during the early 
evening hours of the 3rd, when a line of severe storms 
dropped heavy rain and large hail in a narrow line along 
Highway 83 from County Line Road through the north 
side of the Springs. Many residents under these storms 
picked up 1-2 inches of rain in less than an hour, and this 
led to some flash flooding in the area. Several rounds of 
garden-variety thunderstorms developed during the after-
noons and evenings of the 5th through the 7th and when 
combined with general cloudy skies, cool temperatures, 
and light rain, helped add a significant amount of mois-
ture to the parched soils. 

The second week of July started off stormy and wet, 
with heavy rain and hail for many of us on Tuesday the 
8th. The afternoon and evening storms on the 7th and 8th 
held down high temperatures below average, with upper 
70s to low 80s common. Moisture levels quickly dropped 
over the next few days and the storms disappeared. Tem-
peratures were well behaved for the next few days as 
well, with highs in the 80s on the 9th-11th, then cooler 
air moved in on the 12th and highs held in the low 70s on 
Saturday and upper 70s to low 80s for Sunday the 13th 
making for a beautiful weekend. 

Fairly typical mid-July weather affected the region 
from the 14th through the 20th. This included warm tem-
peratures and scattered afternoon and evening thunder-
storms. Highs reached into the mid- and upper 80s during 
the entire period, which is around normal to a little above 
normal. Thunderstorms developed on several afternoons, 
with the strongest storms occurring 14th, 17th, and 18th. 

As usual, these storms were hit and miss. Some areas 
picked up over an inch of rain and got hit by large hail, 
while others barely received enough to wet the ground. 
As we move into August, afternoon and evening thun-
derstorms will become more common, as this is the time 
of year when we receive the peak amounts of moisture 
associated with the Southwest monsoon.

The last week of the month saw the typical pattern 
of morning sunshine and afternoon clouds and scattered 
thunderstorms. Temperatures were a little above aver-
age for the period, with highs in the mid-80s to low 90s 
through the period. Some areas received a good shot of 
rain, while others missed out on the fun. This is typical 
with summertime thunderstorms, which affect small ar-
eas for short durations. Therefore, some of us get benefi-
cial rain and others just some clouds. 

The weather pattern across the region didn’t change 
much through the end of the month with one exception. 
The remnants of Hurricane Dolly, which moved onshore 
near Brownsville, Texas, moved into New Mexico and 
southern Colorado on the 27th and 28th. This brought 
with it higher levels of moisture and added lift to the 
atmosphere. It allowed thunderstorms to develop that 
were a little more enhanced than would have happened 
otherwise. 

A look ahead
August is the last true “summer” month for the Tri-Lakes. 
We are often greeted with sunny, pleasant afternoons and 
highs from the mid-80s at the beginning of the month 
to mid-70s at the end. Temperatures at night get more 
comfortable as well, often dipping into the 40s, mak-
ing for better sleeping weather. Thunderstorms are still 
common during the afternoon and evening, as moisture 
moving out of the Southwest helps to add to the activity. 
August of 2004, 2006, and 2007 received above-nor-
mal precipitation for the Tri-Lakes, while August 2005 
started warm and dry and ended on the wet side. Hope-
fully we will see above-average rainfall this year as we 
head into fall. The official monthly forecast for August 
2008, produced by the Climate Prediction Center (http://

www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/), is 
calling for an equal chance of above or below normal tem-
peratures and precipitation. For a complete look at month-
ly climate summaries for the Tri-Lakes region, please 
visit http://www.thekappels.com/ClimateSummary.htm. 

July 2008 Weather Statistics
Average High    84.9° (+1.0)
Average Low    49.5° (-1.6)
Highest Temperature  90° on the 5th, 28th 
Lowest Temperature  43° on the 12th 
Monthly Precipitation  2.99” (+0.17”)
Monthly Snowfall  0.0”
Season to Date Snow   0.0” 

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip.  2.99” (+0.15”) 

(the pecip season is from July 1 to June 30)
For more detailed weather information and Climatology 
of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit 
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm.

Remember, weather affects all of us every day and 
is a very important part of life for us in the Tri-Lakes 

region, and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique 
weather event or have a weather question, please contact 
us at billkappel@ourcommunitynews.org.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.

July Weather Wrap

Presents the Fourth of our Free Summer Events Series: 

STORYTELLING!
FREE storytelling for children ages three to six

Featuring Molly Harris, a master storyteller who shares stories and literature 
from an extensive repertoire of fables, family life and humorous offerings 

from the heart. Molly is hosting a storytelling adventure at 
Hope Montessori Academy in Monument on  

Wednesday, August 20th at 9:30a.m.

 All are welcome. Open to the community! Space is limited so  
reserve your space right away by calling 719-488-8723.

18075 Minglewood Trail, Monument, CO 80132 
Hwy. 105 and Furrow Rd. 

Studio/Class Info:
Raleigh 481-4137
or Sue 660-7858 

Schedule for August 
Monday
1:00-2:30 pm       Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
Tuesday
9:00-10:25 am     Level I-II Yoga          Raleigh 
10:35-noon          All Levels Yoga          Sue 
6:30-8:00 pm      All Levels Yoga          Sue
Wednesday
9:30-11:00 am      Level I Yoga             Raleigh 
5:30-6:45 pm      PM Yoga For All        Raleigh 
Thursday 
6:30-7:45 am       All Levels Yoga         Sue 
1:00-2:30 pm       Gentle Yoga             Raleigh 
Friday 
9:00-10:30 am     All Levels Yoga          Sue 
10:45-noon          Level I-II Yoga          Raleigh 
Saturday        
9:15-10:45 am      All Levels Yoga          Sue 

Class Fees: $13 drop-in, $10 with multi-class card 

Raleigh�s classes not held Aug. 4-13. 
Mon. evening Beginning Yoga resumes Sept. 8

Yoga Pathways Studio 
325 2nd. St.  Suite W in the Monteverde Bldg.  Monument 

Sattvic Stuff 
  the yoga & healthy living shop  

Tue. & Fri. 10:30-1:30; Wed. 4-8; 
before & after classes Sharon 481-0599 

Check our website for vacation
updates in summer! 

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com

August Workshop 
Happy Eyes 

Awareness & Exercises for Eye Health 

With Sue Buell 
Sat., Aug. 9  1-3 pm  

$25 prepaid, $30 at door   Sue 660-7858
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Letters to Our Community
Letter Guidelines

Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on 
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has 
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form 
elsewhere.
Please identify your submission as a letter to the editor 
and include your full name, home address, and day and 
evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is recom-
mended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar, and 
accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommunitynew
s.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742, 
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742. 
In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send your 
letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowldege-
ment. If you do not receive an acknowledgement, please 
call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we have 
received your letter.
Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to Our 
Community should not be interpreted as the view of OCN 
even when the letter writer is a reporter for OCN.

Another side to Farmers Market issue
Once again, misinformation about the farmers markets in 
Monument is being intentionally and maliciously circu-
lated and, once again, the Lewis-Palmer School District 
needs to set the record straight with some facts. A basic 
fact is that Monument now has two outdoor markets at 
two locations every Saturday. They are very different 
events for separate causes and they both promote our 
community, as they provide opportunities for business 
and resident participation and add flavor and color to Tri-
Lakes weekends. 

After several years of providing land to a private, 
commercial enterprise (The Monument Farmers Market) 
free of charge, the district has moved to a more consistent 
and accountable business model for its facilities rental 
operations. The resulting review and update of D-38 
rental policies was based on the principle that buildings 
and fields should be rented consistently and fairly district-
wide. The review also brought to light the fact that many 
of its rental fees did not actually cover the cost of impact 
on district facilities and were not market-competitive. 

This led to the plans to increase rental charges this 
summer. The district suspended use of propane on its 
property due to liability and insurance concerns, and safe 
ways to allow propane use in the future are the focus of 
continuing discussion. The market owner chose to relo-
cate rather than pay a fair rental price and did not make 
any attempt to respond with concerns or input. Since it 
moved to a privately owned free location, the market ad-
vertises increased vendor numbers, so this appears to have 
had only a positive impact on that business. The move left 
D-38 with an empty lot in a year of financial difficulty for 
the district. Leaving the space idle all summer would have 
been irresponsible to taxpayers and students.

A letter to OCN last month accused one district 
employee of trying to “take over” the market and of 
making negative comments about its participants. Those 
statements are patently absurd. The employee in question 
was tasked with implementing district policy and did so 
respectfully and professionally. The superintendent of 
schools did return phone calls, and the district has those 
records. 

Fortunately D-38 has been able to start its own 
event on that vacant lot to benefit community Schools: 
Big Red Saturday, which has included the participation 
of student and youth groups and nonprofit organizations 
to showcase education and community involvement. Big 
Red doesn’t charge students to join in, and encourages 
kids to perform, raise public awareness, and try their 
entrepreneurial skills. Student musicians, athletic clubs, 
and even a youth dog park project are participating. Big 
Red Saturday has been joined by a host of generous and 
amiable vendors. 

The Tri-Lakes region is lucky to have two great 
weekend activities for residents and visitors and we wish 
both markets success. Cooperation and mutual support 
would help that along. Big Red is now proud to feature 
every weekend: two farm-fresh produce vendors, bakers, 
local honey, crocheted and handmade items, work gloves, 
pet products, yard décor, and more. It’s very nice, plus it’s 
a lot of fun. We hope everyone will visit. 
Robin Adair
D-38 community relations manager

Outrage over oil and gas leasing
In June, the Bureau of Land Management announced that 
it plans to offer about 55,000 acres on Colorado’s Roan 
Plateau for oil and gas leasing. As a Coloradoan, I’m out-
raged by this! When people think of Colorado, they think 
about the outdoors and the associated recreational oppor-
tunities. Activities such as fishing, hunting, river rafting, 
hiking, skiing, cycling, camping, backpacking, and many 
more come to mind. 

I recently returned to Colorado after spending the 
past five years in the Pacific Northwest to pursue these 
amazing opportunities. I came back to be in Colorado 
to reconnect with the outdoors. I never imagined fellow 
residents would be supporting the destruction of our 
beautiful state. Don’t we have a responsibility to make 
the least impact on the environment as possible? Not only 
for ourselves but also for our children and our children’s 
children?

I guess my primary complaint is that we don’t seem 
to care enough about the environment to fight to protect 
it. We’re taking the natural beauty for granted, believing 
it will always be there. The truth of the matter is, if we al-
low operations to come in and ravage the land for its finite 
resources, the beauty won’t remain for long. 

We can’t go on believing that the generations after us 
will take care of our environmental problems. We need to 
take accountability and break that notion. Honestly, ask 
yourself which is more important: easing the financial 
strain on your own pocketbook or permanently protecting 
the open spaces that generate billions of dollars in tour-
ism each year?

For those of you who believe slowing the inevitable 
increasing cost of gasoline is more important, I say to 
you, I’m truly disappointed. For those of you who believe 
in the beauty and exoticism of Colorado’s natural beauty, 
find a way to get involved.

When’s the last time you had a moment for the envi-
ronment?
Jeremy Boedigheimer

Fireworks lead to tragedy
Our border collie, Scooby, was a great dog and loyal 
friend. He was a skilled Frisbee catcher, tireless hiker, 
nimble climber, and devoted companion. During our 
years of canine-Frisbee competition, he won many state 
and regional events. We did several charity demonstra-
tions, and his Frisbee catching was shown on a local 
newscast and in photos published in local newspapers. 
Scooby’s outdoor accomplishments also include 146 as-
cents of 47 fourteeners and innumerable climbs of Eagle 
Peak and Mount Herman. Our wonderful canine compan-
ion, so full of life and spirit, was killed on Interstate 25 
the night of July 4.

Scooby and several other dogs were playing at our 
cul-de-sac party (in Jackson Creek) while fireworks 
elsewhere in the neighborhood reached a crescendo. 
Frightened, he bolted from the party, and apparently ran 
and ran—west, away from the fireworks. After frantically 
searching throughout the night and most of the next day, 
we found him dead next to the interstate.

Fireworks that explode and/or leave the ground are il-
legal in El Paso County. Despite this well-publicized law, 
such personal fireworks were going off all over the area, 
with parental consent and participation. This is a very 
poor and irresponsible parental lesson for young people: 
If the laws interfere with your fun, just break them!

We acknowledge that it was our responsibility to 
watch Scooby that night. Nonetheless, those shooting 
fireworks in Jackson Creek share culpability for this 
tragic event.

While we are grateful to the Monument police for 
their assistance in looking for Scooby, we are critical 
of their ineffective enforcement of the fireworks laws. 
Breaking fireworks laws should have some significant 
consequence for violators. If the Monument police would 
issue an appropriate number of citations, the public will 
get the message that officers are serious about enforcing 
the law.

At the pet crematorium the following Monday, there 
were many dead dogs awaiting cremation. An employee 
indicated that such numbers were normal following the 
Fourth of July. With such carnage, much of it caused by 
fireworks, there were a lot of broken hearts that day in El 
Paso County.
David and Emily Hale

Disputing rumors 
about Monument Academy

I would consider myself irresponsible if I did not com-
ment on my observations over the past couple of months 
regarding the Lewis-Palmer School District’s concerns 
with Monument Academy’s funding shortfall for its new 
building and the relationship between the two entities. Let 
me first dispel a few rumors that I have heard in the com-
munity, at board meetings, and/or through the media. 

Monument Academy has obeyed all laws in devel-
oping a separate corporation to obtain the new property. 
Most charter schools follow a similar model to allow more 
flexibility in financing. In a regular public school, bonds 
for new capital are secured through a bond referendum 
approved by local taxpayers. Charter schools do not oper-
ate or secure capital using any local monies. 

In my very strong opinion, Monument Academy 
has not been fiscally irresponsible. Despite MA’s budget 
being much smaller than a regular district school, they 
continue to offer a quality education as evidenced by 
achievement scores, parental support, teacher satisfac-
tion, and the success of the students as they move on to 
new environments 

MA has overcome the largest financing hurdle and 
has been approved to sell additional bonds. JE Dunn has 
agreed to complete the construction project. In fact, they 
have stated that instead of requesting a certificate of tem-
porary occupancy (CTO), they will request a certificate of 
permanent occupancy (CO) the third week of August. 

My biggest concern is the tension and mistrust that 
seems to exist between the L-P School District and MA. 
We only recently moved to the area, so I have very little 
history with either the district or MA. Last week, I went 
to the district meeting with an open mind to observe the 
climate. There was great tension between the district 
board and those from MA at the meeting. No one in the 
audience was allowed to speak, despite numerous distort-
ed or misinformed facts being fed to the media and pub-
lic. It did not seem these were intentional, but there was 
little willingness to allow MA to correct. I feel it would 
be helpful to generate accuracy if one MA representative 
was allowed to address incorrect information at district 
board meetings.

I do not think anyone would disagree that it is impor-
tant for MA and the district to work together amicably to 
solve all of its problems, as we all have the same mission, 
to educate our students to the best of our ability. When we 
are at odds, we place our community at odds. It is time to 
let go of the history, find a new home for negative emo-
tions, and roll up our sleeves to work on challenges as a 
team. 
Lisa Bartilotta
MA assistant principal

Things are happening at WIA
Woodmoor residents have been attending board meetings 
and raising questions.

Recently I received a rather intimidating letter from 
a board member, Terry Holmes, which prompts me to 
write this letter. Woodmoor residents, here are some of 
the facts.

One year ago, the WIA board discovered our director, 
Camilla Mottl, had misrepresented her credentials. The 
board decided to do nothing - but they did give her a raise 
and a bonus! In March, I presented to the board a copy of 
the original resume she presented to the 2001 board dur-
ing her hiring which misrepresented her credentials. Her 
claims of credentials on the WIA website were further 
refuted by The Better Business Bureau and The National 
Community Assoc. Institute. Those false claims were not 
removed until earlier this year. How can the board retain 
a person in a position of responsibility who they know has 
been deceitful?

In April, I attempted to present to the board a list of 
concerns but was cut off after two minutes and gave my 
written statement and request for response to the secre-
tary. To date, I have not received a reply nor have some 
members of the board even seen my concerns.

The board president, Steve Malfatti, is not allowing 
residents their right, by law, to speak at the board meet-
ings. Many residents have experienced this first hand.

Recently, the WIA bookkeeper resigned and sub-
mitted a proposal to provide bookkeeping services at 
a substantially lower cost. Maybe she was overpaid? A 
question about the employee medical insurance reim-
bursement was raised in February when the treasurer 



Page 30 Vol. 8 No. 8Read, download, and search all the OCN back issues at www.OurCommunityNews.org Page 31Saturday, August 2, 2008

By the staff at Covered Treasures
Young adults are no longer caught between the younger-
kids’ books and adult fiction that may or may not interest 
them. On the heels of the Harry Potter series, a number 
of authors are offering riveting volumes designed to keep 
teens and “tweens” eagerly awaiting the next page or the 
next book. Many adults are also finding these well-writ-
ten and imaginative series enticing.

The Inheritance Cycle Series
By Christopher Paolini (Alfred A. Knopf), 10.95 to 
$18.95
Eragon, the first book in the Inheritance Cycle Series, 
begins when a poor farm boy discovers a blue stone in the 
forest. Instinct tells him to take it home; such an object 
will at least buy his family food for the winter. Instead, 
the stone brings him a dragon hatchling, and he real-
izes he has stumbled upon a legacy nearly as old as the 
Empire itself. Now Eragon and his dragon, Saphira, must 
take up the mantle of the legendary Dragon Riders and 
fight to save their world from a king whose evil knows 
no bounds. 

In Book Two, Eldest, Eragon and Saphira travel to 
Ellesmera, land of the elves, for further training in magic 
and swordsmanship. The new people and places awe 
Eragon, but chaos and betrayal plague him at every turn. 

Brisinger, Book Three in the series, goes on sale 
Sept. 20, and promises new adventures as Eragon fights 
for his life against the dark hand of the evil king.

The Twilight Series
By Stephenie Meyer (Little, Brown and Co.), $10.99 to 
$19.99
Deeply seductive and extraordinarily suspenseful, Twi-
light, the first book in this series, is the story of Edward, a 
vampire, and a mortal girl, Bella, who falls uncondition-
ally and irrevocably in love with him. The excitement of 
secret love and hushed affection morphs into a terrifying 
race to stay alive. 

New Moon, Book Two in the series, finds both Ed-
ward and Bella in mortal danger and alternates between 
romance and suspense. 

In the third book, Eclipse, Bella is forced to choose 
between her love for Edward and her friendship with Ja-

cob—knowing that her decision could ignite the ageless 
struggle between vampire and werewolf. The final book 
of the twilight saga, Breaking Dawn, will be available 
Aug. 2. 

The Maximum Ride Series
By James Patterson (Little, Brown and Co.), $6.99 to 
$20
There’s one last chance to save the world—and it’s in 
the hands of six extraordinary kids who can fly. In this 
series, Fang, Iggy, Nudge, Gasman, Angel, and Maxi-
mum Ride fly free as birds until Max and her gang are 
discovered by an FBI agent and forced to face their worst 
nightmare—school. The Angel Experiment, School’s Out 
Forever and Saving the World and Other Extreme Sports, 
the first three books in the series, have kept readers on the 
edge with their page-turning adventures. 

Book Four, Final Warning, which is available in hard-
cover, finds Max at a funeral for a sad, doomed 7-year-old 
who was turned into a monster and sent after the flock. In 
an emotional moment, she finds out he also shared half of 
her human DNA. 

Dreamhouse Kings Series
By Robert Liparulo (Thomas Nelson), $14.99
Local author Robert Liparulo, who has received rave 
reviews for his adult thrillers, debuts his young-adult 
series with two exciting volumes. In the first book, House 
of Dark Shadows, the King family moves from L.A. to 
the secluded small town of Pinedale, and 15-year-old 
Xander is beyond disappointed. However, he, David and 
Toria soon discover there’s something odd about the old 
Victorian fixer-upper they moved into—strange sounds, 
giant footprints, and a hidden hallway with portals lead-
ing to far-off places in long-ago times. Xander begins to 
wonder if this is a teen’s dream come true—or his worst 
nightmare. 

Book Two, Watcher in the Woods, finds the Kings 
trying to rescue a lost family member while dealing with 
a mysterious stranger who is watching their every move. 

Book Three, Gatekeepers, is coming in January 
2009.

There’s still enough summer left for young adults to 

choose some page-turning books before the required 
school reading kicks in. Until next month, happy read-
ing! 

Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore 

Beyond Harry Potter

Perspective on our community

Congress shows its disconnect again
By Terry Maketa, Sheriff, El Paso County

Citizens and local law enforcement leaders should be out-
raged. I am embarrassed at the lack of support for local 
public safety displayed by our U.S. Congress in their most 
recent decision. In today’s public safety environment, we 
are witnessing so many agencies struggling with funding 
at the local level. Struggling to keep their fleet fueled, 
equipment maintained, and fund programs that prevent 
crime. 

Many of these challenges are a direct result of grow-
ing federal unfunded mandates, many of which are driven 
by homeland security, and yet the funding support once 
provided from the federal government through the Byrne 
Justice Assistance Grant is being slashed by 67 percent 
for the 2008 fiscal cycle. Sadly, these cuts are not taking 
place to reduce the bloated federal deficit; they were done 
to fund local law enforcement efforts in foreign countries. 
Yes, you read that correctly, foreign countries! 

Congress recently passed an emergency spending 
bill, HR 2642, which included $680 million for police in 
other countries while at the same time reducing funding 

for U.S. local law enforcement from $520 million in fis-
cal year 2007 to $170 million in 2008. The U.S. Senate 
attempted to raise the funding to $490 million, but the 
House leadership struck the language that would have 
given local law enforcement across the country the fund-
ing needed for multi-jurisdictional drug task forces, much 
needed equipment, operating supplies, and the funding 
for treatment and prevention programs.

I was floored by the actions of our Congress and my 
focus transitioned to anger when I found out the funding 
cuts were to support local law enforcement in Mexico and 
South America under the auspices of counter-narcotics ef-
forts. Congress is giving money to the Congo Police De-
partment at the expense of U.S. law enforcement. Mexico 
police will be getting $400 million taxpayer dollars. 

Then I became outraged when my daughter told 
me what she observed during a recent trip to Mazatlan. 
Mazatlan Police were armed with what she described as 
M-16 weapons, new tactical vests, new uniforms, and 
driving new Dodge Chargers, with custom wheels and 
low profile light bars. Yet in Colorado alone, we have 

smaller law enforcement agencies that do not have the 
funding to replace a worn out patrol car and these agen-
cies are actively seeking used police vehicles through 
donations. 

As a citizen, I want to know why our congressional 
delegation can be so misguided in their priorities. Why 
does it continue to be acceptable in the “Beltway” to take 
a bill like HR 2642, specifically created as emergency war 
funding, which is much needed support for our soldiers, 
and “pork” it up with millions of our hard-earned tax dol-
lars for local foreign police. They set aside $682 million 
for foreign policing and cut U.S. local policing by $490 
million. These actions are a clear example of the stagger-
ing disconnect that exists between them and the commu-
nities that elect them. 

Unfortunately, this is nothing new with our U.S. Con-
gress. Priorities in the “Beltway” have been turned upside 
down in the past few years and that is why we the people 
will continue to be the victims of inflated fuel costs, an 
ailing job market, a declining economy and now, we can 
include the category of diminishing public safety. 

481-2665 (BOOK)
Second and Washington Streets  

In Historic Downtown Monument
Mon.-Fri. 9-6, Sat., 9-4, Sun., 12-4 

Your Hometown Bookstore  
Since 1993 

Come to Art Hop!
August 21 � 5:30 - 7:45 pm

Local storyteller and author 
John Stansfield will be 
discussing and signing his 
latest book for young 
readers, John Denver: 
Man for the World...  

Author William Hood will 
sign and discuss his book 
Searching for a Perfect 
State of Colorado, his 
story about his solo journey 
across the Weminuche 
Wilderness� 

Watercolor artist Marilyn 
Robertson will demonstrate 
her techniques and have her 
works for sale in greeting 
card and larger print format. 

declined to sign the checks. WIA has not been withhold-
ing taxes and social security from these checks for over 5 
years! This could cost us plenty in back taxes, interest and 
penalties!! Could this risk our tax-exempt status?

Jake Shirk has recently resigned from the board. He 
had been requested to investigate the misrepresentations 
by the administrative director, Camilla Mottl. Due to the 
state of affairs at WIA and the increasing demands of 

his family, he resigned. The board has not appointed a 
replacement despite having an interested volunteer, Steve 
Steffey, who received the 4th highest number of votes 
among the 7 candidate who ran for the board positions 
this year.

Annually, WIA generates a profit of $50,000-70,000., 
resulting in a fully funded replacement reserve fund and 
a “slush fund” of over $300,000. However, in the last few 

months, Ms. Mottl has reported our “slush fund” to be 
$137,000. Why do the numbers keep changing? Ms. Mottl 
is responsible for the day to day handling of our money!

If you have concerns about Woodmoor and your 
money, please attend the board meetings and see for 
yourself. They are held at the Barn, the fourth Monday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.
Hilary Brendemuhl
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By Woody Woodworth
Increase the enjoyment and value of your flowering plants 
by investigating the potential of deadheading. The pro-
cess of removing the faded/spent flowers before they set 
seed with the goal of forcing a plant to rebloom is called 
deadheading. Some say deadheading is a way of fooling 
Mother Nature. To decide if deadheading is right for your 
flowers, consider the normal lifecycle of a flowering plant, 
the goal of deadheading and the proper techniques to fol-
low. 

If left alone, a flowering plant would put forth a 
bloom. The blossom would then be fertilized and set seed. 
In this complete reproduction task, the plant expends its 
energy and nutrients to set seed instead of producing 
more flowers. Annuals are intended to grow, flower, set 

seed, and die.
The main goal of deadheading is to produce more 

blooms on a plant. This goal extends the value of your 
investment on annuals and perennials, and beautifies 
your flower gardens by removing the dried up flowers. 
In addition, deadheading your flowering plants conserves 
the plant energy and removes hiding places and food for 
insects that often become pests in our gardens. It can also 
reduce the potential for fungal diseases by permitting mi-
nor improvements in air circulation.

Not all plants will bloom a second time even after 
deadheading them (e.g., poppies). You still may want to 
snap off the spent blooms to save the plant’s energy, to 
make the plants look neater, and to help the plant be stron-
ger and produce nicer blooms the next season.

Deadheading plants is not difficult. You’ll want to 
plan to remove the seed head before the seeds start to de-
velop—before the florets begin to fall. With your fingers 
and thumb, snap off any faded or dead flowers. Make sure 
the stems are broken cleanly. If the stems are tough or if 
there is danger of hurting the plant as the dead flowers 
are removed, you may want to use scissors, pruners, or a 
penknife. For plants that get long and gangly, like the blue 
salvia, you want to cut the entire plant back in half. While 
it will look “bald” at first, the new growth will rush right 
out of the plant and fill it in.

Fortunately, some annuals, such as begonias and 
impatiens, are “self-cleaning.” They drop off their spent 
flowers and continue to bloom for a long season. Impa-
tiens do, however, naturally get leggy when it is hot and 
wet. These plants benefit by being cut back in half. 

When deadheading roses, keep in mind that a bloom 
stem can be no larger in diameter than the stem from 
which it grows. Thus, the subsequent blooms will be 
proportionate in size to the stem from which they emerge. 
This means the farther down the stem you cut, the larger 
the bloom stem and subsequent buds will become. Keep 
in mind that the larger the bloom stem, the longer it will 
take for the rose to rebloom. Make your cut at an angle 
away from and slightly above the node.

No matter what kind of plant you are working on, do 
not remove any foliage, even if it starts yellowing. The 
nutrients for next year’s blooms are still being transported 
to the roots at this stage.

While deadheading your flowering plants may be a 
way of fooling Mother Nature, it is also a way to give 
your garden a longer blooming season. It does not appear 
to hurt your plants. In fact, it conserves their energy and 
often provides stronger more beautiful plants the follow-
ing season.

Woody Woodworth owns 
High Country Home and Garden.

High Country Highlights

Deadheading your flowers

www.AllThingsInNature.com 
Kathleen Green 

Owner &  Garden Designer 

All Things In Nature LLC 

Garden Design & Planting  

WaterWise & Perennial Gardens 
Renovations & New Construction 

Butterfly & Wildlife Gardens 
Eco-friendly, Chemical free gardens 

481-5659

By Ray McCoy
If you enjoy the outdoors and desire to walk trails for 
relaxation, you have to go visit Fox Run Regional Park. 
Situated between Roller Coaster Road and Stella Drive, 
this 300-acre park has it all. Well-groomed trails provide 
the hiker with nearly 5 miles of gradually sloping ascents 
and descents between 7,200 and 7,500-foot elevations. 

There are plenty of signs indicating where you are 
with respect to the main trails and lots of information 
posted to get a better understanding of the area with its 
unique environment. You need to be aware that these 
are multi-purpose trails shared with mountain bikes and 
horses. There are no motorized vehicles allowed here. 
When you go, don’t forget your K-9 companion and re-
member to respect others on the same trails by keeping 
dogs on their leash and removing their “stuff” from the 
trails.

There are also two ponds in spots that offer wonder-
ful views of Pikes Peak and the Front Range. The lower 
pond is nicely landscaped to include a water fountain, a 
gazebo that extends into the pond, and terraced rocks.

As you enter the park, you will find several large 
grassy areas just right for outdoor games and numer-
ous pavilions to reserve for your gathering and grilling 
pleasure. This is truly a gem to be enjoyed by the entire 
family, so take an evening or a day over the weekend and 

go work up a sweat hiking, running or biking—you’ll be 
glad you did. Photos by Ray McCoy, Life Long Pho-
tography, www.lifelongphotography.com.

On the Trail

Fox Run Regional Park
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� Garden Center 
� Gift Boutique 
� Wild Bird Supplies 

� Home Brew Wine 
Shop 

� Premium Pet Foods 
243 Washington St.  

Historic Downtown Monument 
www.highcountryHG.com � 481-3477 
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Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

The black-chinned and magnificent hummingbirds

By Elizabeth Hacker
As I write this column, a pale cabochon moon is rising on 
the eastern horizon, reflecting the citron rays of the set-
ting sun. A male rufous hummingbird with its luminous 
feathers all aglow in the fading sunlight is sitting on a 
branch of our French lilac tree looking back at me. I won-
der why he isn’t over feeding at one of our feeders. The 
Rampart Range is casting its long shadow, so perhaps the 
little rufous is absorbing the sun’s last warm rays before 
it bids adieu.

We always look forward to summer when the hum-
mers buzz around our yard. Around July 4, the rufous 
shows up to bully the other birds away. This year we ob-
served far fewer broad-tailed and rufous hummingbirds, 
but we saw two species that we’ve never seen before. In 
May, we observed the black-chinned hummingbird and 
later in July, we saw the magnificent hummingbird. This 
was a treat as neither species is commonly found in Colo-
rado. 

It is thought that the California wildfires and habitat 
loss in Mexico and the United States may be possible rea-
sons for the increasing annual decline of common species 
as well as shifting migration patterns for the uncommon 
species. Other contributing factors like the West Nile 
virus may also play a role in the annual hummingbird 
decline.

We observed the black-chinned hummingbird at 
Fountain Creek Nature Center in early May. At first 
glance, it didn’t stand out from other hummers because it 
is about the same size and its feathers aren’t conspicuous. 
Its posture is more erect and it flies in a straight line with 
its head held high, which is quite different than the hum-
mers commonly found here whose heads are horizontally 
aligned with their bodies. It also has a unique sound that 
includes a zing rather than a whir and high-pitched chips 
and ticks. 

The black-chinned hummingbird measures about 3 
1/2 inches in length and has a 3 1/4-inch wing span. It 
weighs about 3 grams: about the weight of a dime plus 
a dollar bill. The male is dull metallic green above and 
gray below. His black chin and upper throat with a vio-
let, iridescent gorget (lower throat) looked like a formal 

bowtie above the white of his upper breast. The female’s 
coloring is dull in comparison to the male and resembles 
the female broad-tailed hummer. 

Each spring, the black-chinned migrates from Mex-
ico to southern British Columbia, where they breed and 
nest. It arrives in Canada in late May and begins return-
ing to Mexico in late June. It is commonly observed in 
Arizona and New Mexico throughout the summer but is 
uncommon in Colorado.

The magnificent hummingbird was reported in early 
July in Manitou Springs and was also seen on the Palmer 
Divide about that same time. Unlike the unassuming 
black-chinned, this hummer stands out because of its 
larger size and unique coloration. It is the second-largest 
hummingbird north of Mexico, and only the blue-throated 
hummingbird is larger. 

The magnificent hummingbird can range up to 6 
inches long with a wingspan of 7 inches. It can weigh up 
to 8 grams: about the weight of three dimes and two dol-
lars. The male has bold contrasting colors, with iridescent 
purple crown, turquoise throat, and black belly. The fe-
male is duller overall, green above and gray below. Aptly 
named for its spectacular plumage, the magnificent hum-
mingbird is one of several hummingbird species found in 
southeast Arizona but not regularly seen elsewhere in the 
United States. To find it in Colorado made this summer 
one for the record books for many birders.

Describing hummingbird flight requires a thorough 
aeronautic vocabulary. The hummingbird’s unique skele-
tal structure allows it to fly forward, backward, sideways, 
and even on its back. Hummers can hover, take off verti-
cally, and pivot on a stationary axis. In black-chinneds, 
this requires 50 wing beats per second. The smaller the 
bird, the faster wing beat rate. Therefore, the magnificent 
hummer flies slower, about 40 beats per second. 

My favorite American bird artist, John James Audu-
bon, referred to hummingbirds as “glittering garments of 
the rainbow.” Hummers most certainly add interest and 
color to our wonderful Colorado summers. 

As the sky transitions from pale blue to a deep la-
pis, the clouds become a purple blanket, and the rufous’ 
tangerine feathers fade to auburn. He flies off to where I 
don’t know. Will he be back tomorrow or be many miles 
farther south on his long journey to his winter home in 
Mexico? 

Elizabeth Hacker is an artist in the Tri-Lakes area. Her 
bird prints are available online or at the gift shop in 

the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts in Palmer Lake, with 
proceeds benefiting habitat preservation. Contact her at 
elizabethhacker66@yahoo.com or www.elizabethhacker

art.com with your questions and bird stories.

Drawings of a black-chinned hummingbird 
(above) and a magnificent hummingbird (below) 
by Elizabeth Hacker. Color versions are posted at 
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v8n8bird.htm.

Cleaning Services 
Homes � Move Outs � Move Ins 
Weekly � Bi-Weekly � Monthly 

Free Estimates � Local References
Serving the Tri-Lakes Area for 12 Years

495-1798
Rocky Forry                      Sharon Forry 
Pager 386-1814              Pager 386-9117 

Because we�re not NEW,
we know what to DO!

Pride Hairbiz
Haircuts at Great Prices 

Men, Women, and Children 

13872 Gleneagle Dr. 
(SE of Loaf n� Jug in the 

Gleneagle Shopping Center) 

481-3410

� Partial Highlights 
� Shampoo and Style  
� Semi-Permanent Color 
� Conditioning 

Treatment 

All services include  
shampoo & conditioning 

� Coloring 
� Relaxer 
� Highlights 
� Press and Curl 
� Perms or Up-Dos 

1 yr. Anniversary Special! (exp. 8/30/08)

Highlight or Color 25% OFF

Scott Ahlers 
Raspberry Mountain 

Real Estate, Inc.

719-459-8689

Beautiful home on 5 acres in Elk Creek Ranches. Major updates 
include newer roof, furnace, windows, stucco, paint, garage door 
and lighting. Over 3200 square feet with 4 bedrooms and 3 
bathrooms. Open floor plan with spacious kitchen and formal dining 
room. Enjoy the gorgeous mountain views and open space that 
surround this immaculate home. $349,900.
MLS # 507256 

Experience Hypnosis For FREE!

FREE HYPNOTHERAPY SESSION

Limited Offer � Call NOW! 

(719) 930-3542 

Marti Liebowitz, CH 

Harmony Through Hypnosis, LLC

Home Sweet Home 
Pampered Pet Care 

           Tri-Lakes Area
Animal sitting in your home. 

No need to stress your furkid by sending it 
off to the kennel. Let us take care of your 

friend in familiar surroundings - home sweet 
home. Walks, play time, love, and care.  

Caring for dogs, cats, horses, 
exotic pets, etc. 

Call Kathi at 487-8830 
or 659-0298.
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Art Matters

Culture remix and the creative commons era
By Janet Sellers

The rules of creativity have changed again!
Artists, as the creative cultural thinkers and leaders, 

have virtually owned the corner on the ability to integrate 
art, culture, and community for tens of thousands of 
years. They were usually the ones who defined culture, 
vision, and meaning to societies in the most visible and 
tangible forms. Artists manifested ideas for themselves, 
their political leaders, and eventually for whomever could 
pay them (or their agents) for it. Artists are the ones who 
know their culture, their verbal and visual communica-
tions and perceptions, and create relationships to these 
that benefit others.

As time went on, intellectual rights needed to be 
reserved, and the copyright laws came into being. An 
artist/author had complete rights to all copies of the work 
for a number of years, and permission for any use of any 
sort had to be legally granted. Even buying an artwork 
outright did not carry copyrights over to the new “owner.” 
The artist/author has, since these laws of the 1800s, owned 
full rights to any form of copying. This even extended to 
design ideas on a napkin and other informal methods of 
communication. 

That was good for the artists, since the income and 

profits had to be shared with them by publishers, muse-
ums, and the many venues for the designs and the art. No 
more art slaves, thank you very much, where the art was 
bought for a pittance and sold and resold for zillion-dollar 
profits with the artist outside the loop of providence.

And then we have great changes again, with new 
technologies creating further avenues of showing our 
thoughts as things. Since creativity builds on creativity, 
the difference between one visible thought form in art 
and imagination and another is essentially unclear in the 
realm of the digital age. In addition, knowledge and skill 
are readily available through alternate stored knowledge 
besides human hands and brains. 

Artists still are the main creators, but their creations 
are offered for more than their initial purpose and audi-
ence. The middleman has lost the chokehold on the pro-
duction, management, and profits of creative thinking. 
Our current decade of technology and communication 
offers creative endeavors in myriad ways via electronics 
and the World Wide Web to the average person, and for 
free.

To make expressions and relationships to creative 
thinking not only available but also intelligible to all of 
us, this collage of visions and technologies has required a 
certain level of technical understanding that is informed 
by the past, but not a slave to it, and certainly not held hos-
tage to the previous forms. Where once our monuments 
were carved in stone as were our texts, we now have 
digital, electronic access for the mission of memory and 
expression in addition to the ones we physically touch.

 As the common ground for computer and Internet 
access entered more of daily life, so did the interest in one 
of humanity’s greatest resources of all time: our imagina-
tion for adapting an invention to personal interests. The 
viral age of thought, aka “free culture,” has taken on its 
own life with blazing speed, and it continues its big bang 
of activity.

Enter a need for stability without constraint, a new, 
useful order without chaotic repercussions to the estab-
lished community. The answer appears to be in “cc” or 

Creative Commons of free culture and our current remix 
culture. When I visited Stanford University this past 
June, I discovered the Creative Commons projects and 
information that started with some of the law professors 
there. Legal scholars at Stanford University have coined 
expressions and instituted measures with legal institu-
tions to protect the newest phase of intellectual property 
rights: cc or “creative commons” to replace, or at least 
improve on the c or “copyright” laws of the last bunch of 
decades. While I missed out on the seminars and lecture 
series when we visited Stanford, it so piqued my interest 
that I’ve kept up with learning as much as possible here, 
from home.

Where the copyright laws sought to protect intellec-
tual property from direct copying, the creative commons 
window of opportunity makes for some copy, and a lot of 
inspiration, to be accessible for fun and frequently also for 
profit. This is known as “remixing” or “remix culture.”

Sharing art (and a lot more in creative activity) on-
line, at brick and mortar galleries, and even in two places 
at once is possible and pretty darn doable these days. The 
scholars at Stanford Law School have set up a Web site 
to educate, inform, and instruct anybody on using the cc 
measures. In their words, “... Creative Commons provides 
free tools that let authors, scientists, artists, and educa-
tors easily mark their creative work with the freedoms 
they want it to carry. You can use CC to change your 
copyright terms from “All Rights Reserved” to “Some 
Rights Reserved.” You can get more information on-line 
(of course!) at www.Creativecommons.org .

Speaking of remix culture, some of our local art gal-
leries have remixed their existence to new and even more 
interesting things. From the sublime to the amazing, fan-
cies abound if you know where to look. (The next Art Hop 
is 5-7 p.m. Aug. 21.) 

Second Street Art Market is now a wine bar as well 
as an art gallery. The gallery offers online sales as well as 
a brick and mortar gallery. Co-owner Heather Buchman 
told me about their new wine adventures at the last Art 
Hop. And this adventure is in person only. Wine tasting is 
now available there by the glass or by the bottle, and they 
will offer “flights” of wines (three or more) for tastings. 

Wine terms about tastings are as old as wine making, 
and since the 14th century the methodology has transi-
tioned to more established formalities. The formal ter-
minology continues to evolve, but informal, recreational 
wine tasting tends to be much less analytical. I love nice 
wine, and my taste for wine has a very wide range, from 
wines that I can afford to buy and share, to munificent 
wines that friends can afford to buy—and share (those 
would have to be on their dime, but it would be twice as 
much fun). The wine bar will share space at the gallery lo-
cation of Second Street and Beacon Lite Road, just across 
from the public art piece known as the “Ice Mural.”

Buffalo Blues has remixed to the Candy Box n Gal-
lery, with art classes, art demos, and art to buy. The 
chocolate is a cool weather item, but there are other de-
lights in sweet abundance such as special honeys, jams, 
and sweets. The tempting in-person sweet adventure has 
some tastings, also. The gallery is on Second Street in 
the Chapala building next to the alley. Owner Sharon 
DeWeese has just painted a huge landscape mural on the 
garden walls, so go up the alley a bit to see it. 

And up about 20 feet, just across from Margo’s on the 
Alley gallery, there is a delightful bronze statue in a little 
garden-y grotto. Locally known as “the Mermaid,” she is 
more a princess of nature.

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter, sculptor and 
writer working in the mediums of canvas, concrete/
mixed media and paper. Her work supports natural 
habitat for rural and urban wild (and human) life.

TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Monument School  
of Fine Arts 

Art Classes for All Ages 

OUR 15TH SUMMER!
Mid-Summer Art Camps & Art Classes 

Movie Camp August 4-8 
Acting, Writing, Filming, and more. 

Join Now! Call 488-8280

Marce’s Collection &
Pacific-Rim Interiors
Come see what’s new!

Friday & Saturday,
Aug 8th & 9th • 10-4

New Arrivals 
Chinese antiques just in!

Now open the second weekend of 
the month, Friday & Saturday, 10-4.

755 Highway 105, Suite 1
Behind the West End Center

719.481.8766
More joy in your 
body … more 
peace in your life

Don’t miss this opportunity 
to become a yoga teacher!

Hatha Yoga 
Teacher Training 

Sundays, Sept. through Dec., 8 am - 
8 pm, at Yoga Pathways Studio. Ask 
about the early enrollment discount!

Practicing yoga since 1979, Deahna 
is an experienced yoga teacher trainer 

registered with the Yoga Alliance.

Deahna Brown, L.M.T., R.Y.T.

Child Care in a Loving Family Home
Licensed daycare provider in Jackson Creek 

� Full-Time and Part-Time 
� Before and After School 
� Night Care Also Available 
� Openings include 0-5 yr. olds

Call Carmen at 1-719-404-4172 or 229-3400

Margo�s  
On The Alley

For you and  
your home 

215 Chapala Plaza (Behind Bella Casa, 155 2nd St.)
Historic Downtown Monument  

www.margosonthealley.com � 487-1406
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Monument Art Hop brings art, music, and a birthday

Above: Photo by Brian Kerr. The chicks are 
about 10 weeks old. A color version is posted at 

www.ourcommunitynews.org/v8n6bird.htm 

By David Futey
As has become a tradition over the past four years, the 
Monument Art Hop for July offered a blend of music, 
fine art, food, and art demonstrations for patrons to en-
joy. Patrons had their choice of 18 business locations in 
the Monument area to take their evening stroll and enjoy 
the offerings. 

Of particular note at this July 17 Art Hop was the 
15-year birthday celebration of Covered Treasures book-
store. Bookstore owner Tommie Plank expressed great 
appreciation for the community as it has supported her 
independent bookstore over those many years. On this 
evening, Plank expressed her appreciation through a 
special discount for customers, balloons, a cake, and re-
freshments. The featured authors at the bookstore were 
Jo Ann Schuh and Barbara Lynette, who have come up 
with a unique cookbook concept. Their cookbook, As 
Time Goes By—WWII Cookbook offers not only period 
recipes but anecdotes, stories, and remembrances of that 
time from interviews conducted by Schuh and Lynette. 

A particular story of note in the book centered on 
Gil Turley, who was a World War II prisoner of war in 
Germany’s Stalag I prison. Turley cooked for prisoners 
in the camp with rations provided by the Red Cross and 
kept a record of his recipes on Chesterfield cigarette 
packs. The cookbook contains a photo of Turley’s recipe 
“book.”

The Monument Art Hop occurs on the third Thurs-
day of each month from May through September. Aug. 
21 and Sept. 18 are the last two dates for this year. The 
Art Hop runs from 5 to 8 p.m.

By David Futey
In conjunction with the opening reception for the Proud 
to Be an American art exhibit on July 12, the Tri-Lakes 
Center for the Arts (TLCA) remembered its past with a 
10th anniversary celebration and also looked to its future. 
The TLCA’s future and enhancement of its identity is the 
purpose behind a capital campaign goal of $105,000. By 
reaching $60,000 of that goal thus far through pledges, 
cash donations, and grants, the TLCA will begin facility 
improvements. 

After years of attending to the internal spaces and 
environment, the center’s future improvements will 
focus primarily on the exterior of the building and to 
improve energy efficiency. The improvements being initi-
ated include replacing doors and single-pane windows to 
improve the building’s look and energy efficiency, creat-

ing an outdoor entry way to increase curbside visibility, 
repairing and replacing the exterior stucco, splashing on 
a new coat of paint, and improving accessibility for those 
with disabilities. 

All these improvements will further enhance the 
center’s image and its focus of being a “community art 
center.” Gail Wilson, TLCA president, stated that “we 
want the community to think of this as their art center, a 
place that is more than just paintings but where the arts, 
humanities, music, lectures, and film provide a broader 
artistic and educational experience for the community.” 

The Proud to Be an American exhibit, with its patri-
otic themed mix of paintings, photographs, quilts, stained 
glass, and sculptures, runs until Aug. 31. 

Besides exhibits and other activities that are drawn 
into the facility, the TLCA is home to nine artists who 

maintain studios in the buildings. Their studios were 
open for public viewing during the opening reception 
and offered a glimpse into the diverse artistic talent in 
the Tri-Lakes area. In the tradition of talented musicians 
taking the TLCA stage, Tim the Turtle and the Spicy Ge-
neric Brand Cheese Snack, a Monument-based saxophone 
quartet, played a mix of classical and traditional pieces 
for those attending the opening. 

**********
Information regarding the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts 
and on how to donate to the capital campaign can be 
found at http://www.trilakesarts.org/index.html.

Arts center marks anniversary and looks to the future

Right: At the Monument Art Hop July 17, John 
DeFrancesco demonstrates Plein Air painting 
while accompanied by Rare Ould Times on the 
front porch of Margo’s on the Alley. Photo by David 
Futey.

Above: (L-R) TLCA President Gail Wilson is joined by fellow TLCA board members Marina Nelson, Sandra 
Kinchen, Dennis Phillips, Nancy Shorter, and Lisa Phillips for the 10th Anniversary cake cutting. Photo by David 
Futey.

We care about you.
 www.monumentfamilydentistry.com

325 Second St., Suite A 
719-481-4949

Dr. Paul Cardon           Dr. Bud Gerathy
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Snapshots of Our Community 

Monument Farmers Market, June 7

Renaissance Festival in Larkspur concludes August 3

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club presents check to Tri-Lakes Community Preschool

The Renaissance Festival has been run by the Paradise Family for the past 20 years. The Larkspur location has more then 100 acres with 44 acres committed to the 
festival grounds and its year-round structures. Right: Kiera Drury of Lakewood, Colorado tries her best to blow a horn. Keira has been attending the festival since 
birth and was almost delivered at the festival 7 years ago. Her family, like many, return each year to enjoy the activities. The festival concludes Sunday, August 3. For 
more information, visit www.ColoradoRenaissance.com or call (303) 688-6010. Photos by David Cruz.

This spring the Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) 
awarded over $31,000 in grants to qualified 
organizations. One of those recipients was the 
Tri-Lakes Community Preschool, a non-profit 
preschool located in Monument. 

In the photo, Pam Jarka, executive director of 
the school accepts a check from Donna Adams, 
TLWC president, and Donna Wagner, TLWC 
grant chair for 2008. Jarka said, “We are so grate-
ful to the TLWC – they have done so much for our 
school.” This year’s grant funds a replacement 
childcare management software program used to 
document the school’s many requirements. 

TLWC awards grants to non-profit and public 
service organizations as well as public schools 
that serve the Tri-Lakes area. Since inception the 
club has awarded over a half million dollars to 
these organizations. 

The club holds two major fundraisers each 
year: The Pine Forest Antique Show and Sale 
and Wine and Roses. Each event is staffed by the 
club’s 200 plus members, all volunteers. Photo 
provided by the TLWC.

Hands OnSite Massage 
I come to your location 

Massage Benefits 
Everyone!

Gift Certificates Available 
Barbara Grace, LMP, NCBTMB

(719) 440-8177 � (303) 660-9306
Jack Johnson 

(719) 499-4210 

For all your  Home Improvement Needs! 
Over 30 Years Experience

Jack of All Trades Home Improvements 

��Custom Woodworking 
��Decks & Fencing 
��Basements
��Remodels
��Drywall, Framing & Finish Work 
��Small Jobs Welcome 
��FREE Estimates 

Lee‛s Family Child Care
Caring for infants to 5-year olds

Licensed & insured
At Hwy 83 and 105
719-487-8646

For ALL Your Electrical Needs
Residential • Commercial • Industrial

Service Calls • Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates 
Fully Insured & Licensed

Master Electricians
David Lambert                                Keith Profita
(719) 243-2257           (719) 243-2258
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Left: (L to R) John 
Stilwagen and Jim 
Adam entertain an 
estimated 500 people 
at the Concert in the 
Park July 30. Adam 
has been playing 
the Blues for over 20 
years. His Web site is 
at http://web.mac.com/
j i m b o s t a k e 2 / i We b /
JimAdamBlues. Photo 
by Brett Newcomb.

Adam and Stilwagen Concert in the Park, July 30

By Harriet Halbig
July began with the Fourth of July Parade through down-
town Monument. The library’s presentation, coordinated 
by Deborah Worthey, included a float, a kazoo band of 
volunteers and young patrons, a green “reading bug” sup-
ported by six people, staffers dressed as hunters with bug 
nets, and a group from Friends of the Library.

To our delight, we were awarded the Announcer’s 
Choice Award for our theme. The float remained in the 
library until the Summer Reading Party on July 25 at the 
new Tri-Lakes YMCA.

As of July 19, 2,116 children were participating in the 
Catch the Reading Bug Summer Reading program, with 
206 enrolled at Palmer Lake. Monument’s participation 
was the third-largest in the entire Pikes Peak Library 
District. The teen program, Summer Tour 2008, has 430 
participants in Monument and 44 in Palmer Lake.

Throughout July, there were a number of special 
programs each Tuesday at the Monument Library. One 
of these, Bug’s Eye View on July 15, featured Ron Farley 
of the Mountain Aire Reptile Rescue and Sanctuary of 
Castle Rock. Farley brought an array of creatures with 
him, from giant millipedes and hissing cockroaches to a 

snake and a large Nile monitor lizard. The event was very 
well attended, with children lining up to hold and pet the 
animals.

Farley says he travels throughout the state to rescue 
creatures that have been mistreated or whose owners are 
unable to care for them when they become too large or 
expensive to support. The Nile monitor, for example, can 
reach 6 feet in length. Some African turtles, which were 
part of the presentation, require very specific dietary and 
temperature conditions and will live for many decades.

August will feature some special events and the re-
turn of some groups that suspended their meetings during 
the summer.

The Chautauqua Assembly at Pinecrest is set for 
Aug. 3 in Palmer Lake. This free event, from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m., will feature speakers, historical portrayals, music, 
hayrides, and a square dance.

The annual Ice Cream Social will be held Saturday, 
Aug. 9, on the Village Green in Palmer Lake. Sponsored 
by the Friends of the Library, this event will be from 1:
30 to 3:30 p.m. and feature the Daytime Singers of the 
America the Beautiful Barbershop Chorus and ice cream 
from the Rock House. Families are encouraged to bring 

their elders to this event honoring our seniors.
At 10 a.m. Aug, 15, the Monumental Readers book 

group will discuss The Last Time They Met by Anita 
Shreve.

The Senior Synergy discussion group, which sus-
pended its meetings during June and July, will resume 
meeting every Wednesday at 10 a.m. beginning in Au-
gust.

Such other regular events as the Tri-Lakes Knitters, 
Literati and Beyond Writers Circle, and Toddler Times 
will also resume or continue at their usual times.

Jax the Paws to Read dog will appear at Palmer Lake 
once again on Saturday, Aug. 16 at 10:30 a.m. Beginning 
in September, he will be at the branch the first Saturday 
of each month.

Exhibits at the Monument branch will include, in the 
display case, a collection of metal and plastic antique, vin-
tage, and modern cookie cutters from the United States 
and Europe. Hanging on the walls will be Art Over 50, 
a collection of photographs and paintings by Tri-Lakes 
residents.

July and August events at the library

July Library Events

Left: Jean Bishop, with a tarantula, assisted with 
the  Bug’s Eye View program. Center: Ron Farley 
with a Nile Monitor. Right: The library’s Fourth of 
July float remained at the branch throughout the 
month. Photos by Harriet Halbig.
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By Donna Hartley
On the night of July 25, the Palmer Lake Historical Soci-
ety hosted Daniel Edwards, author of a newly published 
book on the life and times of Dr. William Finley Thomp-
son. Edwards has made an extensive study on the history 
of Palmer Lake and discussed some new information he 
had uncovered. Thompson was not only the founder of 
Palmer Lake but also built its famous jewel, Estemere 
Mansion. On July 26, Roger and Kim Ward, owners and 
restorers, again opened their property to the public for an 
up-close tour of this historical estate.

Between 1887 and 1890, Thompson had Estemere 
constructed and through the years it changed owners 
many times, sometimes falling into severe disrepair. 
In January 1998, the Wards purchased the estate to use 
as their personal residence and began an enormous and 
loving restoration to its former glory. In addition to the 

detailed renovations inside and out, Kim Ward designed a 
Victorian conservatory, which was added off of the newly 
expanded kitchen in 1999. The conservatory is a light and 
airy construction enhancing Estemere. 

Touring the buildings and grounds of this architec-
tural gem was enhanced by folk and bluegrass music 
performed by the Jessum Buds of Palmer Lake, for 
visitors’ entertainment. Palmer Lake Fire and Rescue 
and the Palmer Lake Historical Society served food and 
beverages while the Rocky Mountain MG Club brought 
classic cars. 

Members of the Historical Society, dressed in period 
costumes, assisted with the tours while Roger Ward per-
sonally conducted guests around, explaining the exten-
sive work that brought each area of the estate back to life 
and original glory.

Stained-glass windows and ceilings, authentic wool-

en rugs, period furniture from the late 1800s, custom-de-
signed and richly-colored tiled fireplaces, inlaid wooden 
floors, a deep lapis lazuli painted sky with stars on the 
third-floor observatory ceiling, wood and plaster mold-
ings in the original designs of the home, were only a few 
of the remarkable restoration efforts shown to the public. 
The Wards’ passion for historical accuracy and their love 
of Estemere is a treasure for not only the people of Palmer 
Lake, but also for the people of Colorado.

**********
The Palmer Lake Historical Society usually meets the 
third Thursday of each month. The next meeting will 
be August 21, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Val-
ley Crescent. As of press time, the topic had not been 
announced. For information call 559-0837, e-mail 
plhist@aol.com, or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/plhs.

Palmer Lake Historical Society, July 25

Estemere Mansion comes alive once again

Above - Left: Beautiful, quiet spaces abound such as this patio. Center: The Conservatory, designed by Kim, kept many of the home’s original details. Right: Stained 
glass and new hardwood floors make this billard room warm and inviting. 

Below - Left: One of several water features adding elegance to the grounds. Center: (Top) Roger Ward explains upgrades to the kitchen. (Bottom) Jessum Buds 
provided the musical entertainment for the afternoon. 

Photos by Ray McCoy, Life Long Photography, www.lifelongphotography.com.

Below - Right: Dr. William Finley Thompson, Founder of Palmer Lake and builder of the Estemere Mansion. Photo provided by the Palmer Lake Historical Society.
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By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend 
by calling the info number for that event. 

Slash and Mulch season 
ends in September

The El Paso County Black Forest Slash (tree debris) and 
Mulch season continues through September. Slash drop-
off ends Sept. 14; mulch pick-up ends Sept. 27. Hours 
of operation are: Saturdays, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sundays, 
noon to 4 p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday evenings, 5 to 7:30 
p.m. The slash and mulch site is located at the southeast 
corner of Shoup and Herring Roads in the Black Forest 
area. Dump off your tree debris and pick up free mulch. A 
donation of a non-perishable food item will be distributed 
to nonprofit Black Forest organizations.

The program is a wildfire mitigation and recycling 
effort sponsored by El Paso County in cooperation with 
the Colorado State Forest Service, the state Board of Land 
Commissioners, and many volunteers. The program’s 
purpose is to teach forest management practices and to 
encourage residents to clear adequate defensible space 
surrounding their structures by thinning trees and shrubs 
to reduce the spread of fire. Spreading mulch on the forest 
floor holds moisture, delays the spread of weeds, and pro-
vides nutrients to the forest. For more information, visit 
www.bfslash.org.

Monument’s Citizens Police 
Academy begins Aug. 6

The Monument Police Department is hosting its first Citi-

zens Police Academy Wednesday evenings, 7 to 10 p.m., 
at Monument at Town Hall. The free 9-week course begins 
Aug. 6. Participants will learn about criminal law, patrol 
procedures, CSI, use of force, communications, E911, 
community policing, and much more. They will also have 
the opportunity to shoot a variety of police weapons. This 
is a great opportunity for citizens in the Tri-Lakes area to 
see first hand what law enforcement is all about. For more 
information and to download an application, visit the 
department’s web site, www.monumentpd.org, and click 
on the Community Services button. You may also phone 
the Monument Police Department at 481-3253.

Ice Cream Social, Aug. 9
The Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library sponsor this annual 
free event to honor our senior citizens. Bring your elders 
and come enjoy music by the Daytime Singers of the 
America the Beautiful Barbershop Chorus and delicious 
ice cream from The Rock House. The event is Aug. 9, 1:30 
to 3 p.m., at the Palmer Lake Village Green, adjacent to 
the Palmer Lake Branch Library. For more information, 

phone 488-2370 or 481-2587.
Baptist Road Ribbon 

Cutting Ceremony, Aug. 14 
The Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority will 
hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Aug. 14, 1:30 p.m. The 
ceremony will be held at the SW corner of the intersection 
of Baptist Road and Leather Chaps Drive. For more infor-
mation, phone Pam Podhirny, EPC at 520-6812.

Special Events and Notices

By David Futey
On July 14, nearly 200 visitors took part in day-long fes-
tivities to celebrate the Western Museum of Mining and 
Industry’s 26th anniversary and to learn a bit about local 
history. The museum is a nonprofit organization and one 
of three museums in the Pikes Peak region accredited by 
the American Association of Museums. The anniversary 

marks the formal opening of the main exhibit building 
in 1982. The museum and its property have a history all 
their own as well as ties to the history of the area. 

The museum’s collection started with one person’s 
“love of mining objects” that led him to collect artifacts 
related to mining. Frederick Farrar was accepted into the 
Colorado School of Mines in 1928 but transferred to the 
University of Colorado after two years. However, those 
two years, coupled with a life-long interest in the opera-
tion of mechanical devices, proved key to the eventual es-
tablishment of the museum. 

In 1941, Farrar married Katherine Thatcher of 
Pueblo, who, through her father, shared Farrar’s interest 
in mining and a vision for a metal mining museum. 

In 1970, the Farrars incorporated the Museum of 
the West, changing the name to the Western Museum of 
Mining and Industry in 1973. In 1977, the present 27-acre 
location was purchased and made the permanent site for 
the museum. The museum’s core collection came from 
the Farrars, who had collected an extensive number of 
mining artifacts during the 1950s and ‘60s. 

Not only did the Farrars provide the initial collection 
but they helped with the design and construction of the 
buildings and funded the museum’s day-to-day opera-
tions. They also provided the museum with its mission of 
preserving mining equipment and educating the public 
through hands-on activities, exhibits, and displays.

Frederick Farrar died in September 1985. By that 
time, much of the museum’s mining equipment, such as 
the Yellow Jacket Stamp Mill, Corliss Horizontal Cross-
Compound Double Acting Steam Engine, and Osgood 
Steam Shovel, were in place thanks to efforts by him and 
museum staff . Now, 23 years later, the Farrars’ passion 
and vision are displayed every day at the museum. 

The site of the museum has its own bit of history, 
including an association with a town that no longer exists. 
Ownership of the property can be traced back to Clark 
Cozens, who initially owned the property in 1874 and 
received it through the 1862 Homestead Act. The farm 
house that stands at the front of the property was built in 
1894 by Joseph and Sarah Reynolds, who owned 1,000 
acres and used it for farming and ranching from 1889 to 
1901.

The multi-gabled, Queen Anne-style house is rela-
tively intact from the time of the Reynoldses. It features 
an ornate fireplace with carved-wood mantle, which 
heated the first-floor parlor and dining room along with 
the second-floor master bedroom. In 1997, the house was 
entered into the State Register of Historic Properties. The 
Reynoldses also built the two bunkhouses and the east 

barn. In all, there were 10 property owners prior to the 
land being purchased for the museum. 

From the late 1800s into the 1900s, the property and 
surrounding area was in the town of Husted. Husted, with 
a school, stores, restaurant, saloon, and church, was locat-
ed just west of what now is the Air Force Academy North 
Gate. During its height in the 1880s Husted was home to 
about 75 people. The area was represented in state gov-
ernment by Joseph Reynolds. He served two consecutive 
terms in the Colorado House of Representatives. By 1941 
the town had only six residents, and in 1956 the aban-
doned remains were sold to the academy for $551.25. 

In the late 1800s, small towns along the Front Range 
like Husted were assisted by railroad activity. In the 
1890s, potatoes grew on nearly 20,000 acres in the Hus-
ted area and were shipped out with dairy products on the 
Denver and Rio Grande Railroad. The area supported the 
railroad with railroad ties and other lumber. The railroads 
and Husted also share a bit of tragedy, with train wrecks 
occurring in 1909 and 1914. The 1909 wreck was a head-
on collision between east- and west-bound trains that re-
sulted in 10 deaths and over 40 injuries. Other trains were 
blown off their tracks by strong winds.

What’s next for the museum? David Carroll, execu-
tive director, noted that the museum is pursuing preserva-
tion of buildings on the property, particularly the farm 
house, and new programming. Carroll indicated that the 
museum intends to open the farm house to the public in 
the future and is currently working with the State Histori-
cal Fund, a program of the Colorado Historical Society, 
and a historical architect to help the museum. 

Carroll stated that “it is the museum’s intent to host 
lectures and events in the house that explore the history of 
this area.” As development encroaches around the muse-
um, with the possible addition of a major retailer nearby, 
the museum may become an oasis for education related to 
and the preservation of mining, industrial technology, and 
local history. It also might end up as the last open space in 
the Northgate area. 

An upcoming event related to the Farrars and to cel-
ebrate their contribution to the museum’s beginning will 
be the art exhibit, Lure of the West: The Katherine and 
Fred Farrar Collection on Thursday, Sept. 18. It will in-
clude previously not displayed paintings from the Farrars’ 
collection such as works by Harvey Otis Young, known 
for his landscapes of the Rocky Mountains and the West, 
Joseph Henry Sharp, and Charles Partridge Adams. For 
information on this and other upcoming events, go to 
www.wmmi.org. 

Mining museum celebrates 26th anniversary

Above: (L-R) Loretta Howden, Marketing 
Coordinator, and David Carroll, Executive Director, 
ready to cut the Western Museum of Mining and 
Industry’s 26th Anniversary cake for visitors to 
enjoy. Photo by David Futey.

smithsdoglodge.com

The SMITHS
Love & Lodging for Your Family Dog

Your alternative to boarding kennels

481-9037 Ms. Sarah Groh 

V O I C E  &  P I A N O
 L E S S O N S

All Ages! 
Beginner to Advanced 

Phone: 719-235-1646 
missionwalk@hotmail.com 
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CASA needs child advocates, Aug. 14
CASA of the Pikes Peak Region is a volunteer-based non-
profit organization that trains and supervises volunteers 
to represent the best interests of our most vulnerable citi-
zens–victims of child abuse, neglect, and severe domestic 
conflict. CASA volunteers are appointed by judges to be 
a voice for these children in court and in the community. 
The desired result is that children are placed into safe, 
loving homes where they can thrive. 

CASA volunteers are an amazing force for good, 
but more are badly needed. Find out how you can make a 
lifelong difference for an abused or neglected child at an 
open house Aug. 14, 5:30-6:30 p.m. at 701 South Cascade, 
Colorado Springs. No experience is necessary.  To learn 
more about the many fulfilling volunteer opportunities 
available at CASA, contact RoseMary Jaramillo at 447-
9898, ext. 1008 or visit www.casappr.org.

Wine and Roses tickets on sale, Aug. 15
Tri-Lakes Women’s Club presents Wine and Roses, their 
annual fall fundraiser, Oct. 18, 5 to 8 p.m., at the Blue 
and Silver Club at the U. S. Air Force Academy. Proceeds 
from the event benefit local nonprofit groups. Tickets, $50 
per person, go on sale to the public beginning Aug. 15. For 
reservations and information call 877-230-6288 or e-mail 
trilakeswineandroses@yahoo.com. 

Burro Birthday & Concert, Aug. 16,
Come to the Western Museum of Mining & Industry 
(WMMI) to celebrate burro mascots Nugget and Oro 
Aug. 16, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The bluegrass concert by Grass 
it Up will be 1 to 3 p.m. Enjoy a fun-filled day for the 
whole family including a gold-panning demonstration, 
cake at the corral at noon, and much more! See a list of the 
day’s events on the Web site. The museum opens at 9 a.m., 
so come early and look around. Blankets and lawn chairs 
are welcome and food & beverage vendors will be on-site. 
The cost is $10 non-members, $5 members, $2 children 
3-17. WMMI is located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off 
of I-25 at the Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from the north 
entrance to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Reservations 
and info: phone 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

Free dog wash, Aug. 23
Camp Bow Wow of Monument will hold a charity dog 
wash Aug. 23, noon to 2 p.m., to benefit Dreampower 
Animal Rescue. Dreampower is a non-profit that has 
operated in Colorado Springs since 1990 and has recently 
started holding adoption fairs at the Monument PetSmart. 

This organization works to find safe, loving, permanent 
homes for companion animals. Camp Bow Wow is lo-
cated at 18985 Base Camp Road, Monument. For more 
information, call 632-9247.

County Sheriff’s Office Citizens’ 
Academy begins Aug. 28

The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office is now accepting ap-
plications for the second Citizens’ Academy this year. The 
free twelve-week course will be held Thursday evenings 
beginning Aug. 28, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., and will culminate 
with a graduation Nov. 13.

The academy will offer participants a unique insight 
into the various functions of the Sheriff’s office. Par-
ticipants will accompany a patrol deputy on a ride-along, 
tour county detention facilities, and learn about criminal 
investigation from detectives. Additionally, participants 
will learn about topics such as use of force, vice and 
narcotics operations, and emergency services such as 
wildland fire and search and rescue teams.

There is no charge to attend the Citizens’ Academy; 
however, seating will be limited to the first forty-two 
completed applications received. Applications must be 
returned by Aug. 13, 5 p.m. Citizens wishing to attend 
should contact Sergeant Jeanette Whitney at 520-7275 or 
Deputy Jake Abendschan at 520-7107 to request an ap-
plication.

Handbell choir ringers needed
The Tri-Lakes Community Handbell Choir has openings 
for experienced adult handbell ringers. Opportunities ex-
ist also for youth ringers, 4th grade and above, in the Tri-
Lakes Youth Community Handbell Choir. Rehearsals be-
gin this fall on Monday evenings. If interested, please call 
Betty Jenik, 488-3853, or e-mail ljenik@comcast.net.

Pikes Peak Library District 
Call for Art, Sept. 17

Artists, here’s a chance to have your art seen by another 
segment of the city–library users! The Pikes Peak Library 
District Art Evaluation Committee will be jurying art for 
future shows in library galleries. Interested artists should 
submit five pieces of art in show-ready format (matted, 
framed, and wired.) Selected artists will have their work 
exhibited in library art galleries. For more information, e-
mail charnish@ppld.org or call 531-6333, ext. 2332. Sub-
missions will be accepted on Sept. 17, 10 a.m. to noon, at 
Penrose Library, 20 N. Cascade Ave. Pick up your sub-
missions the same day, 4:30-6 p.m., at Penrose Library.

Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 13,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at 

719-488-3455 or  
johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org. 

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

Considering our large 13,500+ circulation, our rates are 
much lower than what you would pay in local commercial 

newspapers. 
For more information, contact John Heiser, 

488-3455 
ads@ourcommunitynews.org 

or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

Above: Limbach Park band shell ribbon-cutting July 
9. Woody Woodworth, event organizer, is second 
from the right. Below: Chuck Pyle and Gordon 
Burt perform. The series concludes Aug. 6 with a 
performance by the bluegrass group Palmer Divide. 
Photos by David Futey.
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Our Community Calendar
By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus

Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or 
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend by 
calling the info number for that event. 

G O V E R N M E N T A L  B O D I E S
• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Aug. 4, 

6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st 
and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Aug. 5, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off 
Union Blvd and Printers Parkway). Normally meets 1st 
and 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Meeting, 
Wed., Aug. 6, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott Fire Station Two, 
1500 Sun Hills Dr. Meets 1st Wed. each month. Info: 
481-0711. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Aug. 
7, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

• Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority 
Meeting, Fri., Aug. 8, 2:30 p.m., Monument Town 
Hall, 166 Second St. Meets bimonthly. Info: 884-8017.

• Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use Committee 
Meeting, Tue., Aug. 12, 10 a.m., 16510 Mitchell Ave. 
Meets 2nd Tue. each month. Info: Bill Burks, 481-4053.

• Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Tue., Aug. 12, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2nd 
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732. 

• Monument Planning Commission Meeting, 
CANCELED. Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Normally meets 2nd Wed. each month, 6:30 p.m. Info: 
884-8017.

• Palmer Lake Planning Commission Regular 
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 13, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake 
Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Workshop normally 
meets 2nd Wed. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting, 
Thu., Aug. 14, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 2nd 
Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Combined Workshop 
& Regular Meeting, Thu., Aug. 14, 7 p.m., Palmer 
Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 2nd Thu. 
each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Aug. 
18, 6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. 
Normally meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-
8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Aug. 19, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off 
Union Blvd and Printers Parkway). Normally meets 1st 
and 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting, 
Wed., Aug. 20, 8:30 a.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 
2nd St. Normally meets 3rd Wed. each month. Location 
varies. Info: 884 -8017. 

• Donala Water & Sanitation District Board Meeting, 
Wed., Aug. 20, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein Dr., Colorado 
Springs. Normally meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 
488-3603.

• Palmer Lake Town Council Regular Meeting, Thu., 
Aug. 20, CANCELED, Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 
Valley Crescent. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-
2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us. 

• Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 20, 7 p.m., Station One, 15425 
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 3rd Wed. each month. Info: 488-
8680. 

• Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting, 
Thu., Aug. 21, 5:30 p.m., Learning Center of the 
Lewis-Palmer Administration Building, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Meets 3rd Thu. each month. Info: 488-
4700.

• Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting, Thu., 
Aug. 21, 6:30 p.m., 130 2nd St. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: 481-4886. 

• Woodmoor Improvement Association Board 
Meeting, Mon., Aug. 25, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn, 
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4th Monday each month. 
Info: 488-2694 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

• Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting, Tue., 
Aug. 26, 5 p.m., district office, 174 N. Washington St. 
Meets 4th Tue. each month. Info: 488-6868. 

• Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Board 
Meeting, Wed., Aug. 27, 7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 
18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the bowling 
alley. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-2312. 

• Forest View Acres Water District Meeting, Thu., 
Aug. 28, 6 p.m., Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 
west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 4th 
Thu. each month. Info: 488-2110. 

• Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Tue., Sep. 2, 
6:30 p.m., Monument Town Hall, 166 2nd St. Normally 
meets 1st and 3rd Mon. each month. Info: 884-8017.

• El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting, 
Tue., Sep. 2, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (Off 
Union Blvd and Printers Parkway). Normally meets 1st 
and 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 520-6300. 

• Academy Water and Sanitation District Meeting, 
Wed., Sep. 3, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott Fire Station Two, 
1500 Sun Hills Dr. Meets 1st Wed. each month. Info: 
481-0711. 

• Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Sep. 
4, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit 
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

L O C A L  L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S
• The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-

6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower Glenway. 
Info: 481-2587.

• The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun., 
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Summer Reading Programs–
7Up, every Mon., 10:30 a.m., Kids ages 7 and older 
play games, create cool projects, and hear about great 
books in an hour of fun. Programs are open to the 
first 50 kids. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed., and 
Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session particularly 
suitable for preschoolers. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library Super Tuesdays, every Tue., 10:
30. See below for special summer reading programs for 
preschoolers ages 3-7. Monument Branch Library, 1706 
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library Storytimes, every Wed., 10:
30 a.m. Special reading program events for toddlers 
and children. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower 
Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 

• Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3-4:30 
p.m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by 
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.  
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu., 10:
30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., Rhymes & rhythms for kids up 
to 24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Stories & Crafts, every Thu., 
2 p.m. Start with a read-aloud of some great books 
and add an activity or craft. Themes are listed on the 
program calendar. For ages 5 to 8. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytimes, every 
Thu., 7 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies welcome. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Free Tutoring in Reading, 
Jun. 17-Aug. 5, Tue. & Thu., 5:30-6:30 p.m. or 6-7 
p.m. Children’s Literacy Center offers free one-on-one 
tutoring to help children improve their reading skills. If 
your child is reading below grade level, call Sue Kana, 
337-3430, to find out how to get your child enrolled in 
the Peak Reader program. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters, Thu., Aug. 
14, 4-5:30 p.m. For experienced and inexperienced 
knitters looking for support, assistance, and inspiration 
as they work on individual projects. Meets 2nd Thu. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Aug. 
16, 10:30 a.m. Let your child practice reading and 
build fluency by reading to a Paws to Read dog. No 
registration required. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 

303-931-4047 / 719-481-8551 

Amato�s Home & Deck Repair 
488-8506 

� Most types of interior & exterior  
home repairs 

� Drywall repairs 
� Light remodeling 
� Ceramic tile repair 
� Deck repair & 

re-staining 
� Screen repair 

Jim and Maggie Amato 
Insured � References available

FREE Transportation for Seniors

Volunteer drivers are needed! Info: 481-2527 
Mileage reimbursement is available 

in the Tri-Lakes and surrounding  
areas by Mountain Community  
Transportation for Seniors 
(MCTS). For rides, seniors (60+)

488-0076 
Donations Welcomed

Van Schedule 
� Transportation is available Mon.-Thu. to Colorado 

Springs for medical app�ts only. Locally for any need.
� First Tuesday each month Chapel Hills/King Soopers
� Third Tuesday each month Village Inn/Wal-Mart
� Pickup of passengers begins at 9:30 am

OORRGGAANNIICC

HHOOMMEE CCHHUURRCCHH �
For more info about participating in an 

organic home church in Monument go to: 

www.discoveringgodministries.org
and click on the �Ekklesia� link 

Huge Community Garage Sale 
Saturday�Sunday

August 16 & 17 
See www.kingsdeer.org  

for details and map 

Huge Community 
Garage Sale 

Saturday�Sunday
August 16 & 17 

See
www.kingsdeer.org
for details and map 

Please run one of the two 
formats shown above in the 
August 2 OCN. 

Contact Pat Wasson for 
information and billing 

King�s Deer HOA 
PO Box 3143 

Monument, CO 80132 
(719) 488-2840 

Calvary Monument Fellowship
238 3rd St.�Downtown Monument  
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748  
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service 
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Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587. 
Adult Programs

• The Library Channel (Comcast 17) has live simulcasts 
of programs, videotaped presentations, and a schedule 
of Library events. The Library Channel broadcasts 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. Programs include story 
times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso 
County Commissioners meetings, and much more. A 
community bulletin board of library events is shown 
between programs. Find the schedule online at ppld.org, 
then click on the link “Happenings @ Your Library.” 
From there, click on the “Comcast 17” link to search the 
schedule.

• Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes. 
Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes for 
beginner computer users. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library: Talk English! every Mon., 7-8:
30 p.m. Practice informal social conversation in English 
with friendly and supportive people. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue., 
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into 
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common 
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library, 
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed., 
10 a.m.-noon. Join this group of friends dedicated 
to empowering individual growth through life-long 
learning and positive relationships. Monument Branch 
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Ice Cream Social, Sat., Aug. 9, 1:30-3 p.m., Palmer 
Lake Village Green, adjacent to the Palmer Lake 
Branch Library. The Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library 
sponsor this annual free event to honor our senior 
citizens. Bring your elders and come enjoy music 
by the Daytime Singers of the America the Beautiful 
Barbershop Chorus and delicious ice cream from The 
Rock House. Info: 488-2370 or 481-2587.

• Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Knitters, Thu., Aug. 
14, 4-5:30 p.m. For experienced and inexperienced 
knitters looking for support, assistance, and inspiration 
as they work on individual projects. Meets 2nd Thu. 
each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370. 

• Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book 
Club, Fri., Aug. 15, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome to 
this spirited group. This month’s  book is . Meets 3rd 
Fri. each month. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving 
Program, Thu., Aug. 21 & Fri., Aug. 22, 1-5 p.m. 
Bone up on your driving skills and lower your insurance 
rates. Must attend both sessions. Cost: $10. Registration 
is required. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Registration & Info: 488-2370.

• Monument Branch Library: The Literati and 
Beyond Writers Circle, Wed., Aug. 27, 7 p.m. If 
you enjoy writing, no matter what your level or genre, 
this group will provide motivation, support and ideas.  
Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: Nancy, 481-4352. 
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. 
Info: 488-2370. 

• Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Sep. 5, 9 a.m. New 
members welcome, no registration needed. Call for the 
book title. Normally meets 1st Fri. each month at Palmer 

Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-
2587.

• Monument Branch Library Art Display: 
Photographers and painters from the Tri-Lakes area 
showcase their creative talents in the “Art Over 50” 
exhibit. In the display case, view a delightful display of 
metal and plastic antique, vintage, and modern cookie 
cutters from the United States and Europe. Monument 
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370. 

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections/calendar.

W E E K LY  &  M O N T H LY  E V E N T S
• Big Red Saturday Market, every Sat., 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 

D-38 administration building parking lot, 146 Jefferson 
St., Monument. Vendors, food, performances, flea 
market, and fun! Info: visit lewispalmer.org.

• Monument Farmers’ Market, every Sat., 8 a.m.-2 
p.m., behind Starbucks, 481 Hwy 105. Local crafts 
and produce. More than 80 vendors! Info: Diana, 213-
3323.

• Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting, 
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.

• Al-anon Open Parent’s Meeting: Carry On, every 
Sat., 9 a.m., College Room 2nd floor, NE corner; 1750 
Deer Creek Rd, Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour 
answering service at 632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).

• Weekend Bike Rides, Sat., 10 a.m. for road rides; 
Sundays, 1 p.m. for mountain bike rides. Balanced 
Rock Bike Shop, 279 J Beacon Lite at 3rd St. Info: 488-
9007. 

• Palmer Lake Farmers’ Market, every Sun., 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., next to the lake. Enjoy a fun, relaxing time in 
Palmer Lake with rides and activities for kids plus local 
crafts and produce. Info: Diana, 213-3323. 

• Air Force Academy Toastmasters Club, every Mon., 
5:30-6:30 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly Johnson 
Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve your 
public speaking, leadership, and meeting planning 
skills with Toastmasters. New members and visitors 
welcome. Info: Amy Tyndale, 201-5360, or visit http:
//airforceacademy.freetoasthost.us. 

• Senior Lunches at Monument Town Hall, normally 
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1st Thu. each month 
and holidays, 166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:
30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free bingo the 2nd Thu. 
each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy Myers, 481-4189; 
Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 a.m.-1 
p.m., D-38 Administration Bldg Learning Center, 146 
Jefferson St., Monument. Area seniors are invited for 
lunch & activities hosted by Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance. 
$3 donation requested. Info: 488-3855.

• Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group, 
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café, 140 Second 
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join the 
group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-0551. 

• YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. & Thu., 
SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.; SilverSneakers 
Muscular Strength & Range of Movement, 9:30 a.m., 
Tri-Lakes Family YMCA, 17250 Jackson Creek 
Pkwy. Participants must be YMCA or SilverSneakers 
members. Info: 481-8728.

• Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:30 a.m., The 
Academy Hotel, 8110 N. Academy. Interesting speakers 
and programs; all are welcome. Info: Dennis Eagan 
488-2861 or Bob Figgie 598-5111.  

• Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:10 
a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer Creek Rd, 
Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-co.org or www.al-
anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour answering service 
at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-6 p.m. weekdays at 
1-888-425-2666 (nationwide). 

• Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of Christ 
Church, 675 Baptist Rd. southwest corner room, door 
will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

• FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed 
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public 
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with 
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome. 
Info: visit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call 
Kirby, 481-3738. 

• One–The Campaign to End Poverty, Sun., Aug. 
3, 2:30-4 p.m., Panera Bread’s Community Room, 
7344 North Academy, Colorado Springs (near Chapel 
Hills Mall). If you want to know how you can help 

end extreme global poverty, please come and meet 
like-minded people. Meets 1st Sun. each month. Info: 
www.one.org or e-mail amglasford@comcast.net. 

• Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Aug. 4, 7 p.m. 
The group is temporarily moving the meeting to the 
HealthSouth Building at 3920 N. Union, Colorado 
Springs. A DVD on the disease and treatments will play 
5-7 p.m.; the meeting starts at 7 p.m. Share concerns 
and success stories in a small group. Learn how you can 
become pain-free. Visitors and new participants always 
welcome. No charge, no products sold. Meets 1st Mon. 
each month. Info: Lorna Searle, 481-3735. 

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Aug. 5, 
6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose St., 
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Normally meets 
1st Tue. each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467. 

• Downtown Monument Concerts in the Park: Palmer 
Divide, Wed., Aug. 6, 7-9 p.m., Limbach Park, Second 
Street past Front Street. Bring your blankets and chairs 
and enjoy music and fun for the whole family! Artist 
CDs, refreshments, and treats will be available for 
purchase. Info: visit www.monumentmerchants.org.

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., Aug. 7, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town 
Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: Bev 
Wells, 488-3327.

• Women’s Connection of Tri-Lakes, Thu., Aug. 
7, 11:30 a.m., Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy 105, 
Palmer Lake. Cost: $15. Meets the first Thu. each 
month. For free nursery and luncheon reservations, 
call Jean at 481-9184 or e-mail Charlotte at charlotte_
kennel@yahoo.com.

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Aug. 7, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu. 
each month. Info: Carolyn at 488-9791 or e-mail her at 
hockcf@aol.com. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Oceans Apart, Fri., Aug. 8, opening acts begin 7 
p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. Hear music from 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and North America. Cost: $5 
nonmembers, $3 members. Info: www.blackroseacousti
c.org or call 282-0760.

• La Leche League of Tri-Lakes, Tue., Aug. 12, 10 a.m., 
Family of Christ Lutheran Church, 675 Baptist Rd. This 
worldwide organization provides mother-to-mother 
support for mothers who choose to breastfeed. Meets 
2nd Tue. each month. Info: 481-2909.

• Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner 
Meeting, Tue., Aug. 12, 6:30-9 p.m., Inn at Palmer 
Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Business women 
building relationships in a social setting. Meets 2nd Tue. 
each month. Info: Janine Robertson, 266-0246; e-mail 
Janine@coloradorobertsons.com; or visit www.trilakes
networkingteam.com. 

• Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon, 
Wed., Aug. 13, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran 
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2nd Wed. 
each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787 or Chuck 
Eaton at 495-2443. 

• Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce/Business 
Incubator Workshop, Wed., Aug. 13, 5:30-6 p.m. 
social event and mixer, 6-7:30 p.m., workshop: Chuck 
Douglas and Brian Tracy will show you who to double 
your business without working twice as hard. Meets 
2nd Wed. each month. Tri-Lakes Business Incubator 
Conference Room, 14960 Woodcarver Rd, Colorado 
Springs. Info: 481-4877 x 100. 

• Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Aug. 
14, 166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime 
senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then stay 
and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets 2nd Thu. each month. 
Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-3037. 

• Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group 
for Breast Cancer, Thu., Aug. 14, 7-8:30 p.m., location 
to be decided. Join other young women who are battling 
or have already battled breast cancer to talk, cope, and 
learn. Meets 2nd Thu. each month. Info: 351-5079.

• Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu., 
Aug. 14, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy 
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets 
2nd Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364. 

• Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Aug. 16, 9 
a.m., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D Jackson Creek 
Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3rd Sat. each month. Info: 
Chris, 884-0832 or e-mail cabernathy@woodmoor.com
. 

• Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Mon., Aug. 18, 6:30-
8 p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer Lake. 
Come meet other parents of twins, triplets, and more.  

Help Wanted - Gym Teacher 
Childhood education background required. We are 
looking for someone who is energetic and works 

well with children and parents.  
9 a.m. -12 p.m. 3 days a week. Hours may vary. 

Call 488-3358 to apply.

Position Available: Police Officer
Duties: Law enforcement, public peace and order. 
Knowledge of police principles, procedures, tech-
niques, and equipment required. Must be Colorado 
P.O.S.T. certified or provisional certification. Job 
description and application at www.ci.palmer-lake.
co.us or Town Office, 42 Valley Crescent. Position 
open until filled. Send completed application, cover 
letter, and résumé to Chief of Police Gene Ferrin, 
PO Box 208, Palmer Lake, Colorado 80133. EOE. 
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Meets 3rd Mon. each month. Childcare available. RSVP 
to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-4221. 

• Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Aug. 19, 
7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320 Furrow 
Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3rd Tue. each month. Info: 
Lindsay, 487-9362. 

• Downtown Monument Art Hop, Thu., Aug. 21, 
5-8 p.m., historic downtown Monument. Various 
downtown merchants host free events centered on 
the arts, the 3rd Thursday, May-September. Info: visit 
www.monumentarthop.org.

• Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition Meeting, 
Thu., Aug. 21, potluck supper, 6 p.m., meeting 6:30-
8:30 p.m., Beidleman Environmental Center, 740 W. 
Caramillo St., Colorado Springs. Meets 3rd Thu. each 
month. Info: John Stansfield, (303) 660-5849 or e-mail 
jorcstan@juno.com. 

• Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting, Thu., Aug. 
21, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. 
Normally meets 3rd Thu. Info: 559-0837 or e-mail 
plhist@aol.com.

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined 
by Wilson & McKee, Fri., Aug. 22, opening acts begin 
7 p.m., Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black 
Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. A hybrid of 
Celtic and contemporary music. Cost: $5 nonmembers, 
$3 members. Info: www.blackroseacoustic.org or call 
282-0760.

• Women’s Business Owners and Managers Luncheon, 
Wed., Aug. 27, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Woodmoor Pines 
Golf & Country Club, 18945 Pebble Beach Way, 
Monument. Meets 4th Wed. each month. Info: 481-
3282. 

• The Literati and Beyond Writers Circle, Wed., Aug. 
27, 7 p.m., Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake 
Woodmoor Dr. Writers of all ages and experience levels 
are invited to join this new group for writers. Meets 4th 
Wed. each month. Info: Nancy, 481-4352. 

• MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs 
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and 
kids in your area. Weekly activities and playgroups 
scheduled throughout the month for ages birth and up. 
Moms living in Monument and Palmer Lake contact 
Erin V at 487-8233 or erin.vineyard@gmail.com. 
Moms living in zip 80921 and parts of Black Forest 
contact Kim at 440-0192. Visit www.momsclub.org for 
more information. 

• American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Sep. 
2, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose 
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Normally 
meets 1st Tue. each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 
484-0467. 

• Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck 
Lunch, Thu., Sep. 4, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town 
Hall, 166 2nd St. Meets 1st Thu. each month. Info: Bev 
Wells, 488-3327.

• Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Sep. 4, 7 p.m., 
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1st Thu. 
each month. Info: Carolyn at 488-9791 or e-mail her at 
hockcf@aol.com. 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T S
• Golf Match Play Challenge, ends Aug. 10, Gleneagle 

Golf Club. Participating golfers can challenge or be 
challenged by other golfers to a match play round at any 
time, and will be ranked based on their performance. 
During the 10-week challenge, golfers will establish a 
ranking and move up and down the rankings based on 
match play wins and losses. Golfers are encouraged to 
play as many matches as possible, and matches can be 
as short as six holes. On August 17 the golfers in the 
top 25 percent will compete for cash or prizes. Cost: 
$25. Details and sign-up at 487-9184. 

• Ice Cream Social, Sat., Aug. 9, 1:30-3 p.m., Palmer 
Lake Village Green, adjacent to the Palmer Lake 
Branch Library. The Tri-Lakes Friends of the Library 
sponsor this annual free event to honor our senior 
citizens. Bring your elders and come enjoy music 
by the Daytime Singers of the America the Beautiful 
Barbershop Chorus and delicious ice cream from The 
Rock House. Info: 488-2370 or 481-2587. 

• Black Rose Acoustic Society Special concert with 
Long Road Home, Fri., Aug. 15, doors open 6:30 for 
7 p.m. show, Black Forest Community Center, 12530 
Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Rd., Black Forest. Cost: $15 
nonmembers, $10 members. Info: www.blackroseacou
stic.org or call 282-0760. 

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Burro Birthday & Concert, Sat., Aug. 16, 10 a.m.-

4 p.m., bluegrass concert 1-3 p.m. Enjoy a fun-filled 
day for the whole family including a gold-panning 
demonstration, cake at the corral at noon, and much 
more! The museum opens at 9 a.m., so come early and 
look around. Blankets and lawn chairs welcome. Food 
& beverage vendors on-site. Cost: $10 non-members, 
$5 members, $2 children 3-17. WMMI is located at 
225 North Gate Blvd., just off of I-25 at the Gleneagle 
exit, #156A, across from the north entrance to the U.S. 
Air Force Academy. Reservations and info: phone 488-
0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

• Free dog wash, Sat., Aug. 23, noon-2 p.m., Camp 
Bow Wow, 18985 Base Camp Road, Monument. All 
donations benefit Dreampower Animal Rescue, which 
holds pet adoption fairs for homeless pets in Monument. 
Info: 632-9247.

• YMCA End of the Summer Celebration, Fri., Aug. 
29, 5:30-7:30 p.m., 17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. The 
summer may be over but the fun doesn’t have to end. 
Check out the new Tri-Lakes Family Center YMCA and 
enjoy games, activities and healthy snacks. Fun for the 
entire family! Info: 481.8728.

• Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI): 
Colorado Tunneling Exhibit. Celebrate the 35th 
anniversary of the Eisenhower Tunnel with an exhibit 
that features a scale model of the construction of the 
tunnel and a state-of-the art tunnel-boring machine. 
The exhibit runs through Aug. 30. Cost: $8 adults, $7 
military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4 children 3-12, 
free to children under 3 & museum members. WMMI 
is located at 225 North Gate Blvd., just off of I-25 at the 
Gleneagle exit, #156A, across from the north entrance 
to the U.S. Air Force Academy. Reservations and info: 
phone 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org. 

To have your event listed at no charge in Our Community 
Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send the information 
to our_community_calendar@hotmail.com or P.O. Box 
1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.
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TREE MAN 
Fire Prevention�Tree Care

� Brush and dead or 
live tree removal 

� Chipping 

� Tree trimming 
� Land clearing 
� Low winter rates 

719-488-1818
Licensed and Insured

Cathy R. Deschaine, LMT, CNMT 
1770 Deer Creek Rd. #102 
Tuesday - Saturday 9-5

� Deep Tissue 
� Neuromuscular 
� Trigger Point 
� Myofacial  

Release

719-243-2860

Sizzling Summer 
Specials!

Five 60 minute massages $275 
(Reg. $300)

Five 90 minute massages $400 
(Reg. $425)

Offers good thru 8/30/08

Support Our Community.  
Become an OCN volunteer! 

Some of our readers may not realize 
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If 
you like the contribution OCN makes to 
our community, now is the time to step 
forward and help us provide accurate 
information each month to over 13,000 
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses. 

We need additional reporters to help 
cover meetings of local governmental 
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What 
did they talk about and what did they 
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN�s
skilled copy editors will help you refine 
your article for publication. 

Like to take pictures? We need digital, 
slide, or print photos to illustrate future 
articles.  

We also need various other kinds of 
help including preparing the mailing.  

If you can spare a few hours to help 
make an important difference in our 
community, please contact John Heiser at 

719-488-3455 or  
johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org. 

Support Our 
Community

Shop Tri-Lakes
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BASEMENT FINISHING
* Excellent quality * Fair prices * Local references * Free estimates

�Pool hall� with an open home theater  

Whether you know exactly what you want or
don�t have a clue where to start, I can help. 

488-9812   John Bailey / Bailey Homes 
Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction. 

www.BaileyHomesMonument.com 

Kissing Camels Beauty

Alice�s Wonderland of Colorado Real Estate Presents  

Stunning Monument Home
Immaculate and large 5 
bd., 4 ba. home on a pri-
vate one-acre lot. Gourmet 
kitchen, full-equipped thea-
ter room, walk-out finished 
lower-level, 3-car garage, 
and many more amenities. 
Easy access to I-25.  
Incredible top-o-the-world 
views. Only $699,000.

www.ColoradoSpringsHomePages.com  
Call Alice for a Showing Today! 

Alice Sweatman  
719-200-5258

Very large ranch town-
home with the most  
incredible views of Pikes 
Peak and the 3rd hole of 
Kissing Camels Golf 
Course. 3 bd., 4 ba. 
Unique private sauna/hot-
tub complex on the lower-
level. Gated community. 
Would make a great  
seasonal home, executive rental, or year round home. Make an offer – very 
motivated seller. $838,000.

15954 Jackson Creek Pkwy, Suite B-281 - Monument, CO 80132
www.mountainfinancialgroup.com

TIRED of Low CD Rates?

What would you do with an extra $300 to $5000 per
month?

This is not an offer to sell securities or to make an investment.

Earn more in 3 months than you do now in 1 year!

Have you ever thought of investing in Real Estate as a
secured Lender?

CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

719-487-1559

Pastor Rex Townsley and the 
Abundant Life Church family 
would like to take this opportu-
nity to share with you, the Tri-
Lakes community, our mission. 

It is our mission at Abundant 
Life Church to  Exalt, Encour-
age, Equip, and Evangelize. 

It is our mission to Exalt the 
Lord Jesus Christ at all times, 
and in every area of our lives. 

It is our mission to Encourage
one another, and the people of 
this community by continually 
working for their success. 

It is our mission to Equip God�s 
people to be able to fulfill the 
calling and purpose that God 
has for them. 

It is our mission to Evangelize
the lost and the hurting right 
here at home as well as around 
the world, by being a living ex-
ample of the Gospel of Jesus. 

From the little church with the 
BIG HEART��.We�re here 
for you! John 10:10

We would like to invite you to 
join us for our regular Sunday 
Worship Service at 10:00 am.  
We�d also like to invite you to 
come check out our Youth Ser-
vices, or make yourself at home 
with our Adult Bible Study 
group, both beginning at 6:30 
pm every Wednesday night. 

We�re here for you.  
Abundant Life 

Church
216 N. Jefferson St.  

Downtown Monument 
 719-481-3214

START LIVING,
STOP DIETING! 

DISCOVER  
YOU!

If you want a healthy & 
loving relationship with 
food & your body; if you 
want to lose weight for the 

LAST time instead of just ANOTHER time, 
I can help you. No diets, no special meals, 
no calorie counting. Start LIVING today. 
Stop DIETING today. 

Call/Email for Appointment 
KATHLEEN FROSCH, BSN, CRM 

Nutritionist, Life Coach 
Phone: (719) 331-0672 

Email: kathleen@creativeawareness.net 

Lose the desperation. Lose the weight. 
FUN, POWERFUL & REWARDING
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