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5 candidates
for 4 seats

By Harriet Halbig

An election to fill four of the five seats on

the Lewis-Palmer School District’s Board

of Education will be conducted by mail-in

ballot beginning in mid-October, with a

deadline of Nov. 3 for receiving ballots.

Of the current members of the board,
John Mann’s term continues until 2011,
and board President Dee Dee Eaton will
not be running for re-election. Only one
board position is contested—the District 3
position of Gail T. Wilson, who is opposed
by David Cloud.

Mark Pfoff and Robb Pike are run-
ning this year because they had been ap-
pointed to partial terms.

For a map of the director districts,
go to www.lewispalmer.org and click on
Board of Education tab.

OCN has given the candidates an op-
portunity to answer two questions:

*  What in your background would help
you as a school board member?

*  What do you think are the two
greatest issues facing the school
district, and what would you propose
the school district should do to deal
with them?

Responses from the candidates appear

starting o.

A Meet the Candidates event is
scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 8 at Prairie
Winds Elementary School at 6:30 p.m.
Directions to the school: Take exit 161
from 1-25, head east on Highway 105 for
approx. 3.2 miles to Archers Drive. Turn
left and continue for 0.9 miles to 790
East Kings Deer Point. For a map, go to
www.lewispalmer.org and click on Board
of Education tab. Click on District Event
Calendar, then the Meet the Candidates
event calendar entry, and then View Map.

The event, sponsored by the District
Accountability Advisory Committee, will
feature questions prepared by the com-
mittee and the opportunity to submit your
own questions.
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Above Left: Members of the Pikes
Peak Wildfire Prevention Partners and
other volunteers who are working on
the Santa Fe Trail wildfire mitigation

project. Many of them work for
companies including Anderson Tree

Volunteers

By Bernard L. Minetti

On Sept. 25, Brent Botts, park ranger
for the Pikes Peak Ranger District, co-
ordinated members of the Pikes Peak
Widlfire Prevention Partners in a vol-
unteer fire mitigation project along the
Sante Fe Trail. Sept. 25 was also National
Public Lands Day. The trail section being
cleared extends from western Monument
to Palmer Lake and runs for a little over
three miles.

Every year, the fire mitigation project
is necessary to maintain a tree and brush
condition that will inhibit the spread of
wildfires. Some of the organizations that
provide the volunteer manpower include
Forest Keepers Tree Care, Anderson
Tree and Stump Removal, the Colorado
Springs Fire Explorer Scouts, the Colo-

and Stump Removal, Forest Keepers
Tree Care, the El Paso County Sheriff’'s
Wildland Fire Suppression Crew, the
Colorado Springs Fire Department,
and other groups dedicated to wildfire
mitigation.

clean up the Santa Fe Trail

rado Springs Fire Department, and the
El Paso County Sheriff’s Wildland Fire
Suppression Crew. They are all associated
with the Wildfire Prevention Partners.

Wildfire Prevention Partners is a
group of fire professionals, homeown-
ers, and interested individuals. The or-
ganization promotes wildfire awareness
and provides operational direction and
resources to the community. If you have
a personal interest in participating in
these projects, you can learn more about
the organization by going to its Web site
(WWW.ppwpp.org).

As a result of this project, the Santa
Fe Trail in effect becomes a natural and a
defensible barrier to fire expansion should
a wildfire occur.

Above right: Phil Vallejo, a volunteer
who works for Anderson Tree and
Stump Removal of Colorado Springs,
trims dead foliage and branches from
brush and trees along the Santa Fe
Trail. Photos by Bernard Minetti.

Above: District Park Ranger for the
Pikes Peak Ranger District, Brent
Botts, who coordinated the effort.
Photo by Bernard Minetti.

Triview Metropolitan District, Sept. 15

Fixed-rate bond refinancing approved

By Jim Kendrick

The Triview Metropolitan District board
held a special meeting on Sept. 15 and
unanimously approved a contract with
Wells Fargo Bank to refinance all dis-
trict bond debt from one-week renewable
variable rate bonds through the sale of
$47,955,000 in fixed-rate bonds. Board
President Bob Eskridge and Director
Julie Glenn were absent from this meet-
ing. Director Robert Fisher presided in
Eskridge’s absence.

The board also approved a work or-
der for additional engineering services
by engineering consultant Nolte and As-
sociates Inc. to perform support services
for construction of the Misty Creek Park
project.

Low rate means big savings
John H. Self of Wells Fargo Brokerage
Services LLC in Denver stated that the
average interest rate for the bond sale
had turned out to be 43 basis points better

Above (L to R): Robert Fisher and Steve Remington sign papers for 30-year
fixed rate bond sale. Standing are John Self of Wells Fargo Brokerage Services

| (Continued on page 2) |

and bond counsel Kristine Lay of Kutac Rock. Photo by Jim Kendrick.
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WALK-OuT RANCHER ON 2.5-ACRES IN
D-38! Over 4900 sq. ft, 6 bd, 4.5 ba,
gourmet kitchen, main-level master
suite, great room with fireplace, formal
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Great views! Only 489,900!

SPECTACULAR WOODMOOR HOME!
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main-level office, gourmet kitchen with
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fully-landscaped. Only $529,000!
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TRIVIEW (cont. from page 1)

than the initial rate offered, a significant

savings to the district. The settlement

date for this bond sale was Sept. 24. Wells

Fargo offered 27 series of tax-free bonds

in variable total amounts to investors, each

maturing annually on Nov. 1 from 2013 to

2039. The average life of the series of these

new fixed-rate bonds is 19.7 years.

The net interest cost for the series of
bonds is about 4.76 percent, considerably
less than the maximum 6 percent thresh-
old the Triview board had set to initiate
refinancing, and even less than the best
case of 5 percent net interest cost that was
believed to be the best outcome possible.
The all-inclusive interest cost is about 4.78
percent. The total interest for all the bonds
if none are paid off prior to full maturity is
$44,352,566.

Some of the other details from the
Wells Fargo documentation were:

*  $960,600 was transferred from the
2003 Compass Bank bonds’ debt
service reserve fund.

*  $637,116 was transferred from the
2006 Compass Bank bonds’ debt
service reserve fund.

*  The total amount available from the
refinancing prior to paying closing
costs was $49,552,716.

*  The cost of issuance for the new Well
Fargo bonds is $124,500.

e $14,764,615 was used to refund the
2003 bonds.

e $32,719,802 was used to refund the
2006 bonds.

from Diapers to Divers!
Swim School

Gentle, Fun, Loving
Infants, Toddlers
Swim-Roll/Float-Swim Technique
Very Efficient Private Swim Instruction
Stroke Development/Results in Weeks not Yrs.!
Mommy and Me Classes
b T

Warm Pool :":1.‘:.: Warm Instructors

Warm ;pproach

Donna Mallon 487-SWIM

Owner/Private Swim Instructor 487-7946
www.donnasdolphins.com

Bond counsel Kristine Lay of Kutac Rock
LLP in Denver briefed the board on the
specifics of the bond purchase agreement
and the certified record of proceedings
that Triview Treasurer Steve Remington
had negotiated with Wells Fargo. Reming-
ton, Fisher, and Director Steve Cox unani-
mously approved a resolution authorizing
the bond sale. Then Remington signed the
documents as the authorized officer for
Triview, which led to the final closing on
Sept. 24.

Remington was congratulated by
Cox, Fisher, Monument Town Manager
Cathy Green, Town Treasurer Pamela
Smith, and former Triview district man-
ager Ron Simpson for the extraordinary
amount of time Remington has devoted to
negotiations as an unpaid volunteer board
member. The deal will save Triview con-
stituents well over a million dollars each
year for the next 30 years. This was a most
significant day for the residents and busi-
ness owners of Jackson Creek.

Decision on Nolte request

delayed
Nolte originally asked for $3,120 for over-
sight of the Misty Creek project. Now,
Nolte is asking for an amount not to exceed
$7,120. The additional $4,000 is for on-site
oversight and responding to the contrac-
tors’ requests for information and material
approval. The project has been delayed due
to unforeseen conditions such as a par-
ticularly wet spring and the presence of a
large amount of unsuitable material on the
site. After a lengthy discussion, the board
continued the matter to the regular board
meeting scheduled for Sept. 30.
The board also approved four pay-
ments over $5,000:
o $22,305 to Amwest Inc. Well A-8
repairs
e $22.316 to the Copestone Co. for
the first construction invoice for the
Misty Creek Park project
$5,200 to Susemihl, McDermott,
& Cowan PC for legal work and
attending Triview board meetings
« $53,000 to John R. Hurley Asphalt
for filling and sealing cracks on 13
Triview streets
The board went into executive session at
6:30 p.m. to discuss contract negotiations.
The meeting was adjourned immediately
after the executive session, without any

further votes taken, at 7:20 p.m.
sheskeskeskeskoskoskoskokok

The next meeting of the Triview Metro-
politan District board of directors will be
held at 5 p.m. on Oct. 14 at Monument
Town Hall and Police Building, 645 Bea-
con Lite Road.

Information: 488-6868.

NE\V ART EXHIBIT

Intuitive Newsprint

QOils, Acrylics & Mixed Media
\Reception: Oct. 3, 2:00-4:00 pm,

Jack Risley
Sept. 29 - Nov. 28

r

W R

IHFUSIHG LIFE W/iTH
TEA= CONVERSATION *ART \_

NEW FALL
GELAT® FLAVORS

Pumpkin Spice

~

Tiramisu )

65 Second St.

OPEN 8AM

o-1%)%

Monument, CO  TUESDAY - SATURDAY

719-481-8822

www.wisdomteahouse.com




Saturday, October 3, 2009

Our Community News

Page 3
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Director District 1
Candidates

Jeff Ferguson
What in your background
would help you as a school
board member?

I have three children who

went to school in the district, and
I currently have two grandchil-
dren attending school in the dis-
trict. I was on the Lewis-Palmer
School Board from 1987 to 2003
and have experience with board
level leadership and decision-
making. I am currently profes-
sor of Service Management and
Marketing at UCCS and have
taught at the college level for over
36 years. In conducting research
on effective service organiza-
tions, I have learned a great deal
about what makes organizations
run effectively. I believe that my
experience will be useful to the
school district.
What do you think are the
two greatest issues facing
the Lewis-Palmer school
district, and what would
you propose the district
should do to deal with
them?

The two places I would

focus on are budget and
values. The weak economy
has caused a budget crisis
for schools throughout the
country. Effectively deal-
ing with it is a big challenge
for the school district. The
budget is a numerical rep-
resentation of the district’s
priorities.  Unfortunately,
there are no easy answers.
The board will need to care-
fully assess expenditures to
ensure that they align with
district priorities. In addi-
tion to ensuring that exist-
ing funds are allocated ap-
propriately, we need to seek
additional and alternative
sources of resources. This
may include lobbying for
a change in state funding
formulas to more accurately
account for the dispropor-
tionate number of high
school students we have in
our district. This is impor-
tant because high schools
are much more expensive to
operate than elementary or
middle schools.

We should seek partner-
ships with businesses and
not-for-profit organizations
to identify ways to provide

Y

educational opportunities that
are not entirely funded by the
district. For example, businesses
frequently need interns, and our
students can benefit from real
world experiences.

The high-quality education
in the Lewis-Palmer School
District is delivered through our
teachers. We must compete for
talent when we hire, and support,
respect and recognize the great
work of our current professional
staff. I believe we should refocus
on Lewis-Palmer values to create
a community that is invigorat-
ing, inviting and joyful. Lewis-
Palmer should be the employer
of choice for teachers looking
for a place to achieve their ca-
reer goals. A good job is not just
about pay. People want to work
for a cause. A key role of the
school board is to keep the great
cause of educating our children
front and center in all we do.
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Director District 3
Candidates

David Cloud

What in your background
would help you as a school
board member?

My experiences as an educa-
tor and businessman will bring a
unique perspective to a position
on the D-38 Board of Education.
I have a Ph.D. in Engineering
from Oxford University and
taught at the U.S. Air Force
Academy for over nine years.
During this time, I developed
new courses in a nationally-ac-
credited curriculum, supervised
instructors, served as Advisor-
in-Charge for the Astronautical
Engineering major, was selected
“Outstanding Military Educa-
tor” in 1992, and directed cur-
riculum activities as Deputy
Department Head. After retiring
from the Air Force, I co-founded
and served as CFO of Teaching
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Science & Technology, a private
company developed to provide
continuing education on space
mission and satellite system de-
sign to engineering professionals
and have been actively involved
in developing and teaching the
company’s curriculum for the
past 14 years.

Through my career, I've
learned that success in any dis-

cipline demands an ability to
continue learning after leaving
school, and K-12 education pro-
vides the foundation to achieve
this goal. As a resident of D-38
since 1991 and the father of two
LPHS graduates, I know that D-
38 has provided this foundation
for the two decades I've lived
here. As a board member, I will
strive to maintain the high qual-
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ity education that everyone in this district expects.

What do you think are the two greatest issues facing the

school district, and what would you propose the school

district should do to deal with them?

1. The first issue is the need to restore fiscal
responsibility. From 2000 to 2008, D-38 operating
revenues grew from $21 to $41 million—an increase
of 18.5 percent above student growth and inflation.
This growth should have been enough to maintain
existing educational capabilities and significantly
add to them. Yet, the district has spent more than
it received for four straight years; including $2
million deficits in each of the two years before PRHS

m
MERASTONE

Plumbing, LLC
Shawn Heer, Principal
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481 Highway 105, Monument
Near Rosie's Diner & Wells Fargo Bank

481-9060
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Come see
what’s new!
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Beads, supplies, and yarn
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251 Front Street - Old Town Monument
(719) 487-9900 - www.beadcorneronline.com

Don't get left out

in the cold!
Schedule a Winterization
] for your RV today!

We can do most repairs on-site, carry a very large
inventory, and work with most extended
warranties!

Some of our services: .q;g‘l.‘bﬂ g Mub,;@

® Dre-trip/Pre-purchase .’%

ingpectiong
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® Parts & Accessories
TurbosRV.com

® Appliances - Fridges, Furnaces,
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Water Heaters, A/Cs, Hydronic
Certified & Insured

Satellites, AV/Plumbing
AC & DC Power, Solar, LP
Awnings, Vents, Roofs

Brakes/Lighting
And much more...

opened. This uncontrolled spending emptied the
district’s reserves and forced it to cut capabilities
that never should have existed. To regain its financial
footing, the district must create a sound long-term
financial plan that focuses on closing the gap in
teacher compensation, restoring spendable reserves,
and accommodating future student growth while
maintaining educational quality. For the next few
years, it won’t be easy, but it can be done!

2. The second issue is the need to re-establish
community trust in the district’s financial decisions.
In 1999, voters passed a $4 million MLO by a margin
of almost 2 to 1. But for three straight years, voters
have rejected much smaller MLO proposals. The
message is clear—many in the community don’t
trust the district to spend their hard-earned dollars
responsibly. Since 2005, district officials have
expanded educational capabilities at an alarming
rate without regard to the financial consequences of
their decisions. Members of the school board must
represent everyone in the community and make
decisions that effectively balance the desire to expand
capabilities with the financial constraints that exist. If
they don’t, no amount of communication will restore
the trust needed to move forward. Every decision I
make will attempt to balance these legitimate, yet
competing demands!

Gail Wilson (incumbent)
What in your background would help you as a school
board member?

I have spent my entire career in different education
roles. I spent 19 years as a classroom teacher and an
almost equal amount of time as executive director of a
non-profit in education-related businesses. From these
experiences | have a balanced view of the demands and
expectations of employees and employers, of teachers and
learners, of parents and grandparents, of taxpayers and
policy-makers and of Tri-Lakes residents.

My experience has also afforded me an awareness of,

Horse Boarding

12 acres near Monument. Barn, pasture, hay &
grain. $200/mo Summer. $300/mo Winter.

Call Rick at 481-6660

Homeowners and

Auto Insurance
Stop paying too much year after year!
Having problems with USAA? | can
help you with your insurance needs.

Call (719) 574-9544.

Honest, confidential advice.

i,
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and respect for, the continually evolving education pro-
fession. I have been involved with education’s evolution
from a rote-based process to a one where accountability
and meeting each child’s individual needs is the norm.

A productive board of education must work as a
highly effective team amongst themselves and with the
superintendent. I have experience in both building teams
and being an integral part of quality teams.

My leadership skills, years of experience in education
at differing levels, awareness of—and respect for—the
difference in leading and managing, knowledge of school
finance as it relates to Lewis-Palmer School District, and
commitment to my community and the education of its
children provide me with the required background to be
an effective school board member.

For additional information, please access my Web
site: www.gailwilsonforlp.com.

What do you think are the two greatest issues facing
the Lewis-Palmer school district, and what would you
propose the district should do to deal with them?

Student achievement must always be our top priority.
Looking forward, the challenge is to ensure the school
district has the tools to maintain and, in fact, exceed the
outstanding educational record of D-38. Research shows
the two most important tools needed for top quality edu-
cation are parent involvement and teachers.

Parents in our school district are some of the most
supportive and involved parents around. The culture
endorsed by the school board and implemented at the
administrative level must be retained and openly encour-
aged.

The second important tool, the teachers, is more
dependent upon financial resources. As budgets are
developed, I will support expenses reflecting the impor-
tance of recruiting, training, and retaining excellent staff.
That includes providing safe and healthy work/learning
environments, having the materials required to educate
all children and preparing them for the competitive world
of the 21st century.

Director District 4 Candidates

Mark A. Pfoff (incumbent)
What in your background would help you as a school
board member?
I have been on the school board since November

Piano Lessons

A distinctive environ-
ment for learning.
Now accepting
new students.

- //‘ www.pianobypam.com
646-8361

Call Pam Brunson
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Montessori Academy

in Monument is now offering

Mother’s Day Out!

Bring your 1- 5 year old to Hope Montessori Academy
any or all Wednesday mornings to enjoy art and
craft activities, individual and group learning
activities, outdoor play, snacks and lunch.
Hours: 2:00-12:00 p.m.

Space is limited, please call ahead!
719-488-8723
Hwy. 105 and Furrow Road
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of 2007. During this time I have learned a great deal
about education, the district, and our community. I have
attended many school functions to include Building Ac-
countability, District Accountability, and PTO meetings.
I am currently on the Audit Committee and hold the po-
sition of treasurer on the school board. I bring a unique
background to the board; currently I am a detective with
the El Paso County Sheriff’s Office specializing in com-
puter crimes and Internet Crimes against Children. Prior
to going into law enforcement, I was a computer engineer
for 20 years. I have two children currently enrolled in the
district, which means I have a vested interest in the suc-
cess of Lewis-Palmer.

What do you think are the two greatest issues facing
the Lewis-Palmer school district, and what would you
propose the district should do to deal with them?

The greatest issue facing the district is the current
economic situation. The state has reduced our funding
and will most likely continue to do so. Fortunately, the
current school board realized early on the budget needed
to be addressed. In late 2007, the school board and ad-
ministration team started developing a plan to balance
the budget and set up long-term planning. Because of this
effort, we have a balanced budget and modest reserves
to address unknown expenses and/or additional revenue
cuts by the state. Going forward, it is important the school
board continues to monitor the budget closely and make
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Wine Appreciation 101
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REDVOUX

CONSIGNMENT BOUTIQUE

Please join us for our

OPEN HOUSE, Oct. 22, 6-8 pm

High-End Furniture * Home Décor * Original Artwork
Women's Clothing * Furs ¢ Leathers * Jewelry
Name-Brand Purses ¢ No appointment
necessary to consign clothing & home decor.
In the Safeway Plaza 719-488-1170
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H . .

20% OFF l Ifem I S:It;uﬁzrr;s :)fclud(/ed/
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|

- HANDYMAN SERVICES
% 719-271-8742
:

1

|

Almost Everything Fixed
Around the House

Free Estimates/Satisfaction Guaranteed

Licensed and Insured

{:D Specializing in your “To Do” List E}

adjustments when needed.

I know there are a few who believe the current school
board has not been fiscally responsible and the budget
needs to be cut more than it already has (we’ve already
cut $4 million). I would ask one simple question, “Where
would you make the cuts, and be specific.” It is unfortu-
nate we can not adequately compensate our teachers and
staff for the tremendous jobs they do educating our chil-
dren. So, I do not support additional cuts unless required
to balance the budget.

tor Ridge Ran
Reptor 20 Sench

Est. 1996
*Riding Lessons* A *Certified Instructor*
« *Year Round

*Riding Lessons
: *Group & Private *Horse Training
. s *Ages 7 — Adult

*Show Team
: : *Western, English,

*New Indoor Arena!
t*Dressage & 510481 4360

http://ppra.biz
s WeSalute Their Bravery™ )] for information ride@ppra.biz

16930 Oldbor-
ough Hts., Monu-
4l ment—Very spe-
cial estate on over
8.5 acres with
trees and magnifi-
£ i cent views of the

Rampart Range and Pikes Peak. Over 10,000 sq. ft. of inte-
rior space that includes 9 bedrooms and 8 bathrooms plus an
office! 6-car garage. Perfect location close to the Town of
Monument. List price $1,299,000.

404
Palmer
Stunning
custom-built

Roosevelt,
Lake—
2005
post

8 and beam home
with careful atten-
: 3 tion to detail and
energy efﬁmency R54 msulated walls, passive solar and a
hydroponic greenhouse are just some of the amenities.
Knockout great room with gorgeous valley views. List Price
$399,860: Reduced to $389,000.

Great commercial
building in Seda-
lia—Top condition
with plenty of office
space, light manu-
facturing facilities,
3 bathrooms, new
kitchen. Over 1/2-acre lot. Super location can accommodate
a wide variety of commercial uses. List price $350,000.

Perfect staging helped the buyer see the
value of this wonderful town home. Priced
at $145,000. List your home with me and
receive a FREE initial consultation with
Staging Solutions. Let my staging partners
show you how to best present your home in this competitive
market. The hard fact is that the best prepared properties sell
quicker and for more money.

Go to www.AndyEllisHomes.com to view Virtual Tours.
. Good Aduice......
N, 719-641-7400

wyeLifs

Colorado Springs, Monument
Palmer Lake, Gleneagle
Woodmoor

| Search All Properties
andyellishomes.com

e RMANGROUP
Emiail andy@nntnspringé..mm

Looking for the best deals?
| am now highly experienced in the bank-owned property
market. Are you an investor or homebuyer interested in
taking advantage of the best deals in the slow real estate
market? If you have an interest in becoming an owner of
bargain properties, please give me a call or send me an e-
mail for the latest bank properties for sale information.
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(L to R): Mark Pfoff, Gail Wilson, Jeff Ferguson, Dave Cloud, and Robb Pike. Photo by Harriet Halbig.

Picmo Lessons By Becky 4
« 07 years of teaching experience 48
« Bachelors of Arts i Music

« King’'s Deer area
o First Lesson is FREEI

Gall 559-3831

Beauty
with 3
Cause

24

Trollbaads

Santa Fe Trail Jewelry is pleased to
announce the release of the Trollbeads
Empowerment bead collection on
October 1% to coincide with the 25"
anniversary of National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. Trollbeads will
donate 50% of the proceeds of these beads to
organizations dedicated to finding a cure for breast
cancer. Beads are limited and are designed to fit

ALL bracelets.

125 2nd St. Monument 719-481-0250
www.SantaFeTrailJewelry.com
www.TrollbeadsTrail.com

Trollbead

i every story has a bead™
AT

Another issue facing Lewis-Palmer is funding. Colo-
rado is 48th out of the 50 states in funding education, and
Lewis-Palmer receives the lowest per student funding
in the state. The way state funding is calculated, it does

ALL AREA HOME INSPECTIONS, L.L.C.

Serving Colorado Springs and
Denver areas sinmce 1997
Structural & Mechanical
Inspections 7 Days A Wook
Jeff Swanson, Inspector

719-528-8944

Two Timers

Fine Consign

Women’s, Children’s Clothing and HAccessories ~ Home Decor

\l/ ACCEPTING FALL/WINTER Aly

7N BRING IN YOUR HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 7™
Az . Az
7N Clip and save through October 7N
Alz 15% OFF QN AN¥ ONE ITEM Az
,.\ (Does not include 80% off items) ,.\
Alz Shop Consignment Az
7N It’s Smart, It’s Savvy, It’s Green 7N
%‘é Located in the Monument Plaza ;’é
! behind Rosie’s Diner '
\lz \V4

7IN New consignors call for an appointment today 7N

719-484-0300

%:é Check our website for more details -}:é
www.twotimers.net
%:é “Where Quality and Price Count” %:é

Alz Az Nz Nz Nz Sz Sz Sz Nz Nz Nz
/N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N 7N

not take into consideration the dynamics of our district.
School districts receive the same amount of funding for
first-graders as they do for seniors in high school. Obvi-
ously it is more expensive to educate high school students.
We are a top-heavy district; which means we have a
higher percentage of students in high school (40 percent)
than in elementary (33 percent). Districts should be com-
pensated based on the cost of educating their students, not
the total number of students. Colorado school financing
needs to be addressed.

Another goal of mine is to help ensure our children
are educated in a safe and secure environment. Since
joining the school board, I have supported many safety
initiatives to include I-Safe, Safe-to-tell, a School Re-
source Officer, and security upgrades at Lewis-Palmer
High School.

I would like to thank all the teachers, staff, and vol-
unteers whose personal commitment to this district is the
reason we are successful.

Web site: www.MarkPfoff.com

Director District 5 Candidates

Robb S. Pike (incumbent)
What in your background would help you as a school
board member?

The greatest asset [ bring is a passionate commitment
to strengthening the educational environment within Dis-
trict 38, evidenced in my learning and leadership efforts
since being appointed last year. Although I have been
supporting or active on various boards for years, I am
always reminded that it takes a year to gain understand-
ing, build vital relationships, and learn how the board and
district collaborate for the good of our students.

I believe a board member is best defined not by their
experiences, but by their frame of mind. A board member
must be willing to learn, listen, and oftentimes subtract
out the emotional content, without losing the passion for
public education. Although we volunteer to run for the
school board, the moment we are elected it is our duty
to make decisions based on what is best for our students.
These decisions are without doubt hard and draining. Yet,
ask anyone that has served on the school board and my
guess is they will tell you it was a joy and an honor.
What do you think are the two greatest issues facing the
school district, and what would you propose the school
district should do about them?

For several years the board and district leadership
team have been working on the first and most important
issue facing us today, and that is our long-term financial
position. Many in our community are feeling the effects
of this economy in our homes, and the impacts are felt and
shared by our students and educators. For at least the next
three years, there will be significant funding challenges
to all levels of government, to include our school district.
As a board, our responsibility is to develop a responsible
and actionable plan to balance the budget, ensuring all
the while that the available resources support and enable
the most effective student learning possible. This will be

a difficult task with the current

Mention this ad in
October for

Early Bird Special
Make your reservation
between 5 and 6 pm for

Buy one entree
Receive one
entrée of equal or lesser
value FREE

Now extended hours
(Tues-Sat, dine-in only)

o5d

Please mention coupon
before ordering dinner

~ Penne Beef Asiago ~ Spicy Seafood Chipotle ~ Grilled Smoked Pork Loin Chops ~ Shrimp ~

Dinner Tues.-Sat.

www.BandEFillingStation.com

~Alaskan Cod ~ Pork Tenderloin ~ Chicken Marsala ~ Orange Duck ~ Almond Salmon ~ Sea Scallops ~ Greek Chicken ~ Almond Crusted Salmon ~

— BE

Filling Station Restaurant

25 Highway 105

Palmer Lake

Casual ~ Elegant ~ Dining

481-4780

Serving Breakfast & Dinner

5>

5:00-9:00 pm

BREAKFAST
Sunday
8:00 am-1:00 pm

We accept reservations
for dinner only

5>

Serving fresh fish
specials nightly

economic forecast.

The second major issue is
preparing students to enter a
global workforce. Our students,
whatever career path they choose,
will be competing for jobs with
people from all over the world.
We are fortunate to have the edu-
cators we do in our schools. They
work to provide our children with
one of the best educations in the
state. I have yet to hear a teacher
mention CSAP scores as their
bar for student achievement. As
a board member and a co-leader
with our educators, students, and
the community, I believe we need
to challenge ourselves, both as a
board and as involved citizens,
to raise the performance bar to
ensure our high expectations are
fully realized. It’s a bit of a truism
but still valid: our children are the
future and our role is to provide
support, encourage, stimulate and
help guide them on the journey
of life that’s before them in this
rapidly changing, global environ-
ment.

~ UIOlJapUa | J8ag ~ uowjes palsniy INU0S0Y) ~ YUBYS qUIET OPBIOJOD ~ UsYoIy) qeld anig ~
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By Harriet Halbig
The Board of Education discussed the dis-
trict’s organization at its Sept. 17 meeting.
Superintendent Ray Blanch said that the
district features a relatively non-hierarchi-
cal organizational plan, including princi-

Lewis-Palmer School District 38 board, Sept. 17

Board discusses organization, funding

A quarterly budget update from the
state was scheduled to be received on
Sept. 21, and the board planned to meet
for a work session on Oct. 1 to discuss the
budget. The board agreed that it should
consider using any available excess funds

to offer a raise or bonus to the district
staff, because they have continued to do
such high quality work during the eco-
nomic downturn.

All members agreed that it is critical
to maintain a board-mandated reserve in

the event that state funding is withdrawn
or otherwise changed, but that a process
for developing priorities would be useful
since state law will not allow funding to
recover quickly.

Federal stimulus funds for special

pals in addition to traditional administra-
tive staff in many of its decisions. He said
that in this way the district benefits from
each individual’s personal expertise.

Blanch said that he intends to update
assistant principals and athletic directors
on district activities on a weekly basis,
feeling that this aids in their professional
development and in promoting from
within the district in the event of an open
position at the principal level.

Blanch said that the administrative
council has recently discussed profes-
sional development and will soon discuss
methods of evaluation and a resource
manual with samples of all district
forms.

Board member Gail Wilson com-
mented that this system of keeping all
staff informed of district matters results
in savings in training costs and lessens
the need to make new hires from outside
the district.

In his superintendent’s report,
Blanch said that current enrollment num-
bers reflect a decline of 47 students as op-
posed to the expected decline of 137 used
in the budgeting process for the year. He
stressed that Oct. 1 is the date of the of-
ficial count and that final budgeting deci-
sions must be based on that number.

FREE SEMINAR

Saturday, October 10th, 2:00 PM

Natural Grocers by Vitamin Cottage at Monument
655 Highway 105, Monument CO 80132

Bake Deliciously!
Gluten, Dai -Free

Model condition patio home with awe-inspiring
mountain views from expanded patio. Only $220,000.

Pristine one level living dlose to the Santa Fe Trail. Finished
basement, too. Quick occupancy. Offered at $265,000. Call today!

ffordable Homes

McGinnis St
Columbine Properties is your one-stop
source for real estate services covering
Colorado Springs to Castle Rock

— call Kim today!

Colorado charm on 5 acres with perfect Pikes Peak views.
finished basement. Freshly painted and new carpet, too! Nearly new with 3 BR on main and finished walkout lower level.
D20 Schools. Only $223,900. D38 schools. Only $475,000.

CALL KIM ROSSBACH (719) 330-3277 OR VISIT COLUMBINEPROPERTIES.COM

: NATURAL
GROCERS.

Store Hours

Saturday
9:00 am - 7:03 pm

Townhome living with character. Ranch home with

Monument
——@05

NATURAL GROCERS

719-487-0448
655 Highway 105

Mon-Fri
9:00 am - 8:04 pm

Sunday
11:00 am - 6:06 rm

. With Any Purchase
Alternative Cook

r N I N IS IS IS IS B B B BEE BEE BEE DD B B B B B B B B B B B . 1

| |

| |

1 00000706940 1

| |

CASHIER:
I 1) Scan barcode on item I
2) Scan barcode below to

Prosented by ' Massage Roller SR )
Jeane Duane I I
| |

1 valid thru 10-1-09 thru 10-31-09

“#: NATURAL
(one coupon - per customer - per visit) I
(coupon valid at Monument Store only) R CERS

B.Y.f.B.

Bring Your Own Bag

Join with Natural Grocers to reduce, reuse, and recycle.

After writing and testing over 150
recipes for Bake Deliciously! Gluten and
Dairy Free Cookbook, Jean Duane
Alternative Cook shares baking tips,
substitutions and ways to save time and
money in this lively presentation. Warm
your kitchen with allergy-free baked
delights!

Reservations not necessary.
Additional free seminar listings at
www.NaturalSpeakers.com
Questions? Call Pat at 303-986-4600 x118

Please bring and reuse your own bags to carry your purchases.
Reusable totes available for sale.
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‘ot HAMULA
I ORTHODONTICS

Serving the Tri-Lakes area for over 20 years.
Conveniently located by Lewis-Palmer Middle School

e For Children, Teens &
Adults

* Extended Office Hours
» Payment Plans Available

» Complimentary Exams

* Clear Braces, Invisalign &
Self Ligating

 Non-Extraction Approach
David W. Hamula, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Member American Association of Orthodontists

We Create Smiles That Enhance Lives

s=esge (719) 488-3737

www.hamulaorthodontics.com

1860 Woodmoor Drive #200 Monument, CO 80132

Back-io-school

1

oddlers full-time or part-time

o Preschool ¥2-day 8 am to 12:30 pm
with lunch, 2 to 5 days per week

o Full-day preschool also available
o Before and after school programs

o Transportation to and from District
38 elementary schools

o Homework assistance

o Elementary programs during school
closures (except major holidays)

o Open year-round with year-round
enrollment

programs and more!”

education are expected to total $800,000
and will be applied to professional devel-
opment and such capital investments as
improved accessibility to district buildings
and transportation for those participating
in the transition program from high school
into the community.

Additional stimulus funds have not yet
been allocated by the state.

Blanch also commented that the dis-
trict includes private teachers of preschool-
age children and that this policy has aided
in the growth of the preschool program
within the district. This action is an ex-
ample of the district’s support of small
businesses in the community that benefits
the private sector and the schools.

Board member John Mann com-
mented that he had toured Lewis-Palmer
High School with Blanch to see how mill
levy funds had been spent at that facility.
He said he was impressed with the im-
provements in technology and design. It
was impressive that students helped decide
what furniture and other items to include
in the project, including furniture that is
adjustable to different-size students. The
high school had scheduled an open house
on Sept. 28 for the public to see the results
of its support.

12 months to
12 years
K through 6

Drop-Ins Welcome
M-F6:30 am - 6 pm

Please drop in or phone for
a tour. We would love to
show you our school!

Call for more information: 488-0884

Auxiliary Services Director Hal Gar-
land reported on the donation of sidewalks
surrounding Palmer Lake Elementary
School as part of a federal Safe Route to
School program administered through the
state. He said that sidewalks will now en-
tirely surround the school and that in the
future there will be sidewalks between the
school and the library. Neighbors of the
school are pleased to hear that some drain-
age issues will be corrected as part of the
project. The project will go to bid in late
September and will cost about $30,000.

Carl Janssen, outgoing chair of the
Operations Advisory Committee, reported
that use of funds from the 2006 bond is-
sue is ongoing and that an audit has been
performed and approved. He thanked the
board for its openness with the commit-
tee.

Blanch thanked Janssen for his service
on the committee and said that by helping
with the facilities of the district, the com-
mittee has helped the students and staff.

Assistant Superintendent of Opera-
tions Cheryl Wangeman presented a con-
tract for hot food service to Monument
Academy beginning on Sept. 27. She said
that the district’s attorneys had been con-
sulted and that no additional liability will
result from this service. The meals
provided will be those offered in
the elementary schools.

The board voted to approve
the contract.

The board approved routine
matters concerning approval of
minutes of previous meetings,
resignations and appointments of
staff, policy reaffirmations, land
use requests, terminations, and
financial accreditation.

seskskotsfokoskgokok

The Lewis-Palmer School District
38 Board of Education normally
meets on the third Thursday of
each month at the district’s Learn-
ing Center, 146 Jefferson St. in
Monument. The next meeting of
the board will be held on Oct. 16
at 6 p.m.

Think Jazzercise was the
workout of the 80s2

Think again.

— Cheryl Burke
Two-time Champion
Dancing with the Stars

S50 for the rest of 2009

with January 2010 EFT sign-up
Valid at participating locations. Joining fee and other restrictions may apply.
Expires Oct. 31, 2009.

Call Carolyn at

488-5776

monument-blackforestjazz.com

Jazzercise.

jazzercise.com ¢ (800)FIT-IS-IT
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Learning Points Driver Preparation

Comprehensive driver education requires an in-depth study of a multitude of topics to include a functional
understanding of the rules of the road, right-of-way law, and the incompatibility of behaviors such as substance
abuse, distracted driving, and aggressive driving or “road rage.” State standards require 15 year olds to complete
30 hours of study that covers these topics and more. National Driver Training Institute (NDTTI) is the first school
to offer state approved comprehensive driver education in both self study and traditional in-class models.

In Class:

Sometimes it takes a talented instructor to shine light on a new
subject. Our live instruction allows your teen to share ideas with
peers and get meaningful insight from an expert in the field of driver - -2 VES
safety. Classes are given after school through the Learning Points

program. We have sessions scheduled at both Lewis-Palmer High

School and Palmer Ridge High School. This class includes the 4

hour “Driver Awareness” module which qualifies 15 1/, year olds — #

HELP

Who Wants o
DRIVE 4

for a permit.

For an enrollment fee of $129.00, students get a driver education
manual, program CD-Rom, 30 hours of in-class instruction, and
a parent guide for 50 hours of state required supervised driving.
Additionally, the class will include the official state permit test.

Students may enroll through D#38’s Learning Points website at www.Lewis-Palmer.org
by selecting “Community Schools” and searching under high school programs. Additional information is
available from National Driver Training. Be sure to mention Learning Points when you call us at 266-4700.
For additional information and curriculum samples, check out NDT’s website, www.NationalDriverTraining.
com.

In Car:

National Driver Training also offers in-car instruction. Students get one-on-one time with an on-road personal
trainer. Private instruction means the trainer is focused entirely on your teen. Lessons are available in Monument
on select days after school and on Saturdays. For information and enrollment contact NDT directly by phone
at 266-4700 or online at www.NationalDriverTraining.com.

—d FAAL
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At Home:;

Sports, band, theater, homework, civic clubs and other extra curricular activities dominate our teen’s lives after
school. In many cases there is no room for driver education in our already busy schedules. Our award winning
curriculum may be completed at home on your teen’s schedule to work around school and extracurricular
activities. Computer based training provides a dynamic learning environment, professional support, and
ultimate flexibility. Read, watch traffic safety videos, and take test in the comfort of your own home starting at
only $94.00. Best of all, when you enroll in online driver education through Learning Points, a portion of your
enrollment fee goes to support your favorite sport or extracurricular activity.

Enroll online at www.Lewis-Palmer.org by selecting “Community Schools” and searching under
high school programs. Additional information is available from National Driver Training. Be sure to mention
Learning Points when you call us at 266-4700.

To learn how the program works or view previews of the outstanding traffic safety videos in the program, check
our website, www.NationalDriverTraining.com.

www.NationalDriverTraining.com 719-266-4700
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Lewis-Palmer School District Accountability Advisory Committee, Sept. 15

Committee discusses programs, goals

By Harriet Halbig
The District Accountability Advisory
Committee heard about current school
funding issues at its Sept. 15 meeting.

Board of Education liaison Gail Wil-
son reported that the board would meet
the following Thursday and that there was
little legislative activity to report. School
finance legislation will soon come out of
committee, and the state must solve sever-
al funding issues by 2012 due to conflict-
ing legislative and constitutional issues.

Wilson said that federal stimulus
money had not yet been distributed to the
states. She said that Race to the Top is a
new program from the federal Department
of Education that would award funding to
10 states, and Colorado hopes to be in-
cluded.

Wilson explained that Lewis-Palmer
is a base-funded district, receiving the
minimum amount of funding allowed per
student. The district shares a lobbyist with
13 other districts, and it is imperative to
let legislators know of the district’s needs.

Committee member Cori Tanner
commented that parents are the best lob-
byists and that it is unfortunate that the
district does not have a single entity (such
as the PTA in some areas) to represent the
district. She suggested that the district
needs someone who can supply parents
with e-mail addresses or phone numbers
of legislators and a list of talking points to
mention when contacting them.

Wilson suggested using a marketing
approach. A group of school boards and
boards of education called Build a Better
Colorado is addressing the matter.

Cathy Wilcox suggested telling par-
ents of the situation when they arrive for
parent teacher conferences later in the
month. The district could supply a sign-up
sheet or handout with contact informa-
tion.

In response to a question, Wilson said
that the board has not met with state Rep.
Amy Stephens, but that Superintendent
Ray Blanch has been in touch with her.

The committee then reviewed a list
of charges for the committee. The com-
mittee is charged with facilitating com-
munication among district committees
such as the Early Childhood Education
Task Force, Special Education Advisory
Committee, Whole Child Task Force and
Gifted Education Leadership Team. Mem-
bers agreed to meet with each at least once
a year.

The committee is also charged with
generating or participating in task forces
created to pursue student learning ends re-
lated to the district strategic vision. Some
suggested activities were participation in
the Whole Child Task Force, support of
the teaching of world languages and per-
forming arts in the district, and formation
of a political action committee to improve
funding.

Chairperson Mirielle Bock suggested

that each committee member submit a list
of two priorities before the next meeting.

Finally, the committee is charged
with aiding the Board of Education in
facilitating the accreditation of schools
by monitoring schools via the School
Improvement Plan, assisting the board in
community engagement and advising it
regarding district budget priorities.

Bock said that each school’s School
Improvement Plan is provided to the com-
mittee early in the year, and progress is
reported near the end of the school year.
Last year’s reports often stressed com-
munity involvement, and she said that this
year’s reports would stress more quantita-
tive changes in test scores.

Bock said that one way in which the
committee helps with community engage-
ment is by sponsoring Meet the Candidate
events before board elections. The first of
these events will be held on Sept. 22 at 7
p-m. in the learning center, and the second
will be at Prairie Winds Elementary on
Oct. 8 at 6:30 p.m.

Members discussed the means of
publicizing the events and the format for
submission of questions and time allowed
for responses. Index cards will be distrib-
uted for questions to be submitted. Three-
minute responses would be allowed. There
will be at least as many questions as there
are candidates (five) so each candidate
will have the opportunity to be first to
answer.

The committee briefly reviewed a
proposed plan for the coming year’s ac-
tivities. As discussed at the committee’s
May meeting, the location of the meet-
ing will vary each month, from school
to school. The October meeting will be
held at Palmer Ridge High School. Items
of discussion for that meeting will include
areview of a charter school application (a
letter of intent has been received, but not
the application), a presentation from Great
Education Colorado, and a presentation on
the Colorado Growth Model.

Administrative liaison Shirley Trees
pointed out that the charter school ap-
plication must be received by Oct. 1 for
the school to open in 2010. In answer to
a question, Trees said that if the district
presently offers everything that the appli-
cant offers, the district is not required to
accredit it. If there is a gap in academic of-
ferings, further investigation is required.

Trees and Wilson stressed the value
of DAAC’s input on such matters, because
the review of such applications is very
time consuming.

Bock said that the finalized com-
mittee charge would be presented to the
Board of Education in October.

sk skokskoskoksksk
The next meeting of the committee will be
on Oct. 13 at 7 p.m. at Palmer Ridge High
School.

Grand Opening and Birthday for Fox Meadow Church

By Chris Chin
Fox Meadow Church will open of-
ficially at Palmer Ridge High School on
Sunday, October 4 with the 10:00 am

service. The occasion also marks
FMC’s third birthday — having started
in October 2006. The church has spent
the last few weeks preparing for the
rush of visitors expected on opening
day. Pastor Dave Manst says, “It’s been
good to have a few warm-up services in
Palmer Ridge to get a feel for a new
facility. Those who join us at our grand
opening will not be disappointed.”

The new high school has been ac-
commodating to the needs of this bur-
geoning church. The 700-seat audito-
rium has been opened for use each Sun-
day for Fox Meadow services. The
church believes this will be the last step
before it is able to secure permanent
quarters. The congregation believes
God will provide the volume of people

to promote a building project ultimately
placing a new church building on the
Monument landscape.

Fox Meadow Church has come a
long way since its humble beginnings
in the summer of 2006. Early meetings
began in the red barn of Palmer Lake.
The young church set up the Sunday
morning services officially at Prairie
Winds Elementary School. Principal
Aileen Finnegan shares, “I always
knew that little church had a big fu-

re.” The fall of 2008 entailed a move
to Monument Academy. It only took a
year for the growth to require a move to
a larger venue: Palmer Ridge High
School.

A vibrant and energetic staff joins
Pastor Manst in his lead pastor role. Ty-
ler Krause creates and delivers master-
ful worship music each week that is
sure to please about any musical taste.
He doubles as a dynamic youth leader

with a desire to see kids make great
choices. Kristi Steeger has a passion to
touch the lives of as many children as
possible with the love of God. Her min-
istry to children is a precious piece of
Fox Meadow Church that offers set-
tings concurrent with the service up to
fifth grade. Donna Growden rounds out
the crew offering administrative exper-
tise second to none. “These guys are
tough to keep up with, but I'm hoping [
can just help them stay on the right
track,” says Growden.

The church prides itself on reach-
ing people to reach people. Manst
shares the vision: “God is so passionate
about including every single person in
his plan that we must continually look
to who else needs to experience the
love of God in a fresh way.” This drive
characterizes the flavor of Fox Meadow
Church by providing a service accessi-
ble to guests. The hope is to remove
any barrier between people and God,
with the exception of legitimate biblical
claims.

Fox Meadow Church offers a
unique blend of contemporary flavor
with traditional moorings. The church
bases its core theology on the doctrinal
statement of the Evangelical Free
Church of America — see www.efca.
org. At the same time, it touches the
world we live in today with a practical
emphasis. The church is warm and ac-
cepting to people in any stage of their
spiritual journey. Fox Meadow is com-
mitted to leaving a spiritual legacy in
Monument by eventually securing a
permanent facility and starting new
churches in other locales.

Sunday, October 4, 2009, will be a
landmark day for the community to
welcome Fox Meadow Church in its
new location. The church is hopeful
that hundreds will come celebrate its
arrival to a premier setting. The morn-
ing will feature a creative service start-
ing at 10:00 am with a birthday recep-
tion following. All attending are en-
couraged to get there at least 15 min-
utes early to avoid missing any of the
spectacular morning. The church en-
courages you not to come alone — “This
is a family and friend affair that should
be experienced together; I hope nobody
in town lacks a personal invitation to be
a part of this monumental occasion,”
says Manst.

For more information about the
church, access its website at www.
foxmeadowchurch.com or call the of-
fice at 719.488.4569.
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Church staff (L to R): Kristi Steeger,
Childrens’ Director; Tyler Krause, Worship
Leader; Donna Growden, Administrative
Assistant; and Dave Manst, Pastor
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By Harriet Halbig
At the Sept. 9 meeting of the
Special Education Advisory
Committee of Lewis-almer
School District 38, representa-
tives of a state education advo-
cacy group warned of school

D-38 Special Education Advisory Committee, Sept. 9

School funding a major concern

funding problems.

Casey Shea and Lisa Wyle
of Great Education Colorado
made a guest presentation. Great
Education Colorado is an organi-
zation advocating long-term in-
vestment in education from pre-
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school though college, informing
citizens about funding issues and
giving them a mechanism to be
vocal advocates for our schools.
The organization focuses
on what the public wants for its
schools, whether it is receiving it
and how to achieve its goals.

Among the “wants” they
have identified are reduced class
sizes, updated technology and
textbooks, improved teacher
compensation, a well-rounded
curriculum to include art, music
and physical education, and free
preschool and full-day kinder-
garten.

Colorado is 40th in per
pupil funding, 38th in pupil/
teacher ratio, 40th in the use of
technology in schools, and 49th
in spending per capita for high-
er education, according to Great
Education Colorado. Shea and
Wyle said that funding English
language learners and special
education places a large burden
at the district level (for special
education, 74 percent of fund-
ing is at the district level). They
said that TABOR and Amend-
ment 23 are contributing factors
to this issue. In addition, federal
stimulus funding is available
only for a limited time.

When asked what the pub-
lic can do to remedy the situa-
tion, they said that it is critical
for individuals to convey the
impact of school funding on in-
dividuals and work to promote
long-term solutions. They said
that Great Education Colorado
has a speakers bureau and also
suggested  contacting  state
legislators about the problem.
There is a clause in the state
constitution saying that the

state must supply a thorough and
uniform free education.

Shea and Wyle suggested
that the public needs to convey
a sense of urgency. Although the
decline has been gradual, a point
may be reached where recovery
will be difficult and the students
in the system during that time
will suffer disadvantages.

One suggestion was to invite
a legislator to tour a school, not
to give an unrealistic impression
but to show the actual condition
of the facility and its shortcom-
ings as well as its strengths. Poli-
ticians do not see the schools as a
significant problem at this time,
they said.

A pledge form was distrib-
uted for those who wanted to be
informed of any legislative ac-
tion on behalf of education.

Special Education Direc-
tor Julie O’Brien reported that
funding for special education has
not been cut for this school year.
However, class sizes are growing
and training is less available than
in the past.

She said that information on
federal stimulus funding has not
yet been received, but that tar-
gets for spending would include
staff development, materials,
Americans with Disabilities
Act compliance ( such as lifts
for wheelchairs and a bus for
students in the transition pro-
gram), and technology. Requests
are now being discussed, but
the funding is not yet approved.
She said the state would give the
district a budget, and the district
would bill the state on a monthly
basis as the funds are spent. She
has been told that her budget re-
quest is due at the beginning of
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November.

Regarding the district’s
compliance with the state per-
formance plan, O’Brien reported
that we are now in the third year
of a three-year cycle. During the
first year, the district was found
not compliant in three catego-
ries. In the second year it was
noncompliant in one category. At
present, it has been notified that
a disproportionate number of
children are in the special educa-
tion program with regard to race
and ethnicity (6 percent of the
school population, and 9 percent
of special education students are
Hispanic).

This finding requires in-
vestigation and reporting on the
part of the district and additional
training for teachers to improve
performance, O’Brien said.

The committee then dis-
cussed goal setting for the up-
coming year. Members agreed to
continue with the Someone Who
Cares Award for those making
contributions to the lives of spe-
cial education students by offer-
ing extra help and support.

Another goal is to improve
the accessibility of general edu-
cation to the special education
students and increase access to
such skills as computer skills.

A committee member com-
mented that, without computer
skills, some special ed students
cannot effectively communicate
their knowledge. It was sug-
gested that a panel of teachers,
administrators and parents could
discuss the problem.

Another question concerned
how special ed students fit into
the vision of the district. A posi-
tion paper could be developed, it
was suggested.

Other suggestions were to
devise a way to attract more
parents to SEAC meetings and
to review the bylaws of the com-
mittee.

sekskskokskoskok sk

The Special Education Advisory
Committee meets on the second
Wednesday of each month at the
Learning Center at 146 Jefferson
St., Monument. The next meet-
ing will be held on Oct. 14 at 6:
30 p.m.
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By Jim Kendrick

On Sept. 8, the Monument Board
of Trustees accepted the written
resignation of Trustee Tim Mill-
er of Jackson Creek. A motion
to accept his resignation passed
unanimously. Miller was unable
to attend the meeting as previ-
ously planned, and presentation
of a certificate of appreciation
was postponed until Sept. 21.

Trustee Rick Squires was
also absent from this meeting.

The consensus of the board
was to wait on a vote to appoint
Miller’s replacement until Sept.
21 as well, so that the vacancy
could be properly advertised on
Sept. 9.

Encroachment permit

ordinance approved
The staff drafted a new chapter
of the town code to require a re-
vocable permit for any encroach-
ment in a public right-of-way
or public easement. The new
language establishes a process to
ensure that new encroachments
do not create a hazard and that
owners of the encroachments
maintain proper liability insur-
ance. The Planning Commission
unanimously approved the pro-

posed ordinance on Aug. 12.
Some of the features of the

new chapter that Director of

Development Services Tom Kas-

sawara reported were:

*  Examples of encroachments
that would be permitted
or encouraged would be
awnings, projecting signs,
temporary signs such as
sandwich boards, banners,
and outdoor seating areas.

* Another example of an
acceptable encroachment is
a privately owned single or
group mailbox—not used
for U.S. Postal Service
mail—located within a
public street.

*  Administrative review and
approval would ensure safety
and that the encroachment
does not impede the use
of a public right-of-way or
easement.

* Approvals of revocable
permits and short-term or
long-term leases are at the
sole discretion of the town.

*  Permits will not be approved
if improvements do not
conform to the architecture
of a building or are
aesthetically discordant
with the building or area as
a whole.

*  Cornice encroachments will
not exceed three feet and
will generally be covered by
a long-term air rights lease.

* Owners must provide a
minimum of $100,000 of
liability insurance coverage
for each incident, with the
town specifically named as
the insured party as well
as for damage to another
person or property.

*  The new chapter grants the
town manager or designee

Monument Board of Trustees, Sept. 8

Trustee Tim Miller resigns

(L to R): Sept. 21: Former Trustee Tim Miller receives a certificate of appreciation from Mayor Travis Easton.
Photo by Jim Kendrick.

the authority to adjust
the amount of insurance
required based on potential
liability for a specific
improvement up to $1
million.

The owner of  the
improvement must agree to
hold the town harmless from
any claims or liability.
Persons  installing  the
improvements must be
licensed and insured.

Sign encroachments will
also require a sign permit.
Some encroachments may
also require a permit from
the Pikes Peak Regional
Building Department.
Encroachments placed in

a right-of-way or easement
without a permit, or that are
not removed after a permit
has been revoked, are a
public nuisance that the
town may remove with or
without notice to any person.
If the cost of removal and a
15 percent administrative
fee are not paid to the town,
collection by the county will
be done in the same manner
as delinquent general taxes.
Amendment to fence
ordinance approved
Kassawara said the staff added
new provisions in the fence code
regarding permitting, height,
maintenance, and standards for
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structures (17.88.060)
Kassawara also noted that the
Pikes Peak Regional Building
Department requires construc-
tion permits only for fences
taller than 72 inches. The town’s
revision requires a zoning per-
mit rather than a construction
permit.

In the past, fence compa-
nies have installed fences across
easements and blocked sight
lines, endangering motorists,
cyclists, and pedestrians. Fences
installed across public and util-
ity easements can be removed
if they interfere with access or
repairs.

Some of the revisions re-
garding safety, aesthetics, and
proper installation were:

e The town will now require a
permit for any new fence.

* Barbed-wire fencing will
only be allowed for public
utilities.

* An exception for “invisible
pet fences” has been added
to the general prohibition of
electric fences.

¢ The maximum fence height
on corners is 30 inches so
that new fences will not
create vision obstructions.

The maximum fence height
in front yards is 42 inches,
with exceptions for security
fencing for commercial and
industrial areas and outdoor
play areas for licensed day
care homes.

The maximum fence height
is 72 inches, except for
public recreational areas.
Fencing design and quality
will be compatible with
the site and adjacent uses,
with appropriate screening,
visibility,  security, and
appearance as determined by
the director of Development
Services.

The finished side of a fence
shall face any adjacent
public right-of-way, and
additional landscaping is
required to screen the fence.
Fences will be installed
with a 12-inch setback
from sidewalks to prevent
snagging of bicycle
handlebars.

Fencing with easements or
near public improvements
may not interfere with the
easement or improvement.
The  service  provider/
beneficiary of the easement
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may remove any fence
that interferes with their
use of the easement, and
the property owner who
installed an improvement
may be responsible for
replacement(s)  of  the
improvement.

The Board of Adjustment
will have the ability to
grant a variance where the
strict application of fence
regulations would result in
exceptional or demonstrable
hardship(s), or may approve
an alternative design that
would improve compliance
of a fence with the intent of
the regulations.

Fences must be maintained
in good condition by
property owners.

The wupdated regulations
will apply primarily to new
fences. Existing fences will
be “grandfathered” as legal
non-conforming fences as
long as they are not in the
public right-of-way or on
other public property without
the town’s permission. If
they are in the public right-
of-way, they will require
a revocable permit. If the
code amendment is adopted,
all fences, whether new or
existing, will be required to
be properly maintained.

* The word “fences” has been
added to “buildings and
structures” in the separate
section of the town code—
17.88.060—regarding
violations and penalties
for unlawful erection,
construction,reconstruction,
alteration, repair,
conversion, maintenance, or
use. This separate regulation
now explicitly states that
erecting a fence without
town authorization is a code
violation.

Developer Charlie Williams,

representing the Housing and

Building Association, thanked

the town staff for providing a

draft of the new regulations to

the association for review and
comment. He said the associa-
tion supports a regulation that
clarifies previously ambiguous
situations. Some of the concerns
Williams addressed were:
* Tighter town requirements
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for permits than the 72-
inch limit used by Regional
Building.

¢ Duplication of existing
fence restrictions in the
landscaping codes that
homeowners  associations
(HOAs) already enforce,
particularly with regard to
new fence locations being
correct.

*  Any future requirement for
a survey that normally costs
about $350 compared to the
cost of the fence installation,
which is normally half that
amount, particularly when
replacing a fence that has
already been surveyed.

* The ability of the available
town staff to quickly
complete a permit
application with a single
visit to Town Hall—which
should require no more than
10 to 20 minutes—in normal
construction years when 100
to 125 new fence permits
may have to be processed.

* Any fence fee should be
minimal to reflect the 10- to
20-minute requirement for a
staff review.

« The potential lack of
sufficient clarity in the new
requirement that new fences
be “aesthetically pleasing.”

Trustee Gail Drumm objected

to several aspects of the new

requirements, preferring to leave
enforcement to HOAs. Mayor

Travis Easton replied that the

town cannot rely on HOAs to

enforce new civil aspects of the
proposed code amendment.

During considerable further
discussion, Kassawara proposed
a standard review fee of $8.50
to $10, with a two- to three-day
turnaround. The fee for more
complicated reviews would be
the town standard of $50 per
hour.

The new language was ap-
proved by a vote of 4-1, with
Drumm opposed. A condition
was proposed and approved that
adds “or a designee” to the sec-
tion that allows the director of
Development Services to make
all decisions regarding whether
the appearance of a proposed
new fence aesthetically conforms
to the property or area.

Child Passenger Safety

Awareness Week
Police Chief Jake Shirk noted
that motor vehicle crashes are
the leading cause of death for
children 3 to 6 and 8 to 14 years
old in the United States. Parents
and caregivers need to make
certain that kids are “buckled
up every trip, every time.” The
Town of Monument and the
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Pro-
tection District each have fully
certified child passenger safety
seat technicians who will inspect
residents’ child safety seats and
provide training in their proper
and safe use.

Monument’s technician,
Donna Jack, noted that all chil-
dren younger than 13 should ride
in the back seat and recommend-
ed these four steps for ensuring
child safety:

* Keep infants in the back

seat, in rear-facing child
safety seats, as long as
possible up to the height or
weight limit for the seat at
least to age 1 and up to 20
pounds.

*  When children outgrow the
seats, they should ride in the
back seat in forward-facing
child safety seats, usually up
to age 4 or 40 pounds.

*  When children outgrow
both seats, they should ride
in booster seats until vehicle
seat belts fit properly,
usually at age 8 or less than
4 feet 9 inches tall.

*  When children outgrow
booster seats, they can use
the adult belts in the back
seat if they fit properly.

To make an appointment for seat

inspection and training, contact

Code Enforcement Officer Jack

at 719-884-8035 or djack@town

ofmonument.net. For more infor-
mation see www.nhtsa.gove/cps
or call the Tri-Lakes Monument

Fire Protection District at 719-

484-0911.

Liquor licenses
The board unanimously ap-
proved an annual renewal of the
liquor license for the King Soop-
ers at 1070 W. Baptist Road.

Financial reports

The board unanimously approved

four payments over $5,000:

e $165,678 to Pionecer Sand
Co. Inc. for Third Street
improvements

+ $22,621 to Lytle Water
Solutions LLC for
engineering services for
redrilling of well 7 on
Highway 105 at the Santa Fe
Trail crossing

*  $6,880 to Mountain View
Electric Association
for electric service for
new street lights that are
part of the Third Street
improvements

e $5160 to Pikes Peak
Regional Communications
Network for annual
radio fees for police
communication

Mission, vision
statement discussion

continued
There was a lengthy discussion
regarding adoption of draft mis-
sion, vision, and values state-
ments for the board that had
been proposed by Trustee Ra-
fael Dominguez. Resident Steve
Meyer suggested that the board
publish its own vision.

An alternative point of view
raised by some other trustees
was that these statements should
reflect the views of the residents
rather than the trustees. They
suggested seeking public input at
the Community Night Out to be
held in conjunction with the Oct.
16 board meeting. A consensus
was reached to discuss these
two alternatives with citizens on
Oct. 16.

Some water issues in
2010 budget resolved

The board concurred with Public
Works Director Rich Landreth’s
recommendation that the town
should continue to participate
in the U.S. Geological Survey’s
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Transit Loss Model for Monu-
ment Creek ($15,000 to $20,000)
and the Pikes Peak Regional
Water Authority ($15,000) and
to include the necessary funding
in the 2010 budget. The purpose
of the Transit Loss Model is to
accurately measure water ex-
changes between entities with
water rights in Monument and
Fountain Creeks. The purpose
of the authority is for towns
and special districts to obtain,
develop, and fully utilize surface
water rights to relieve pressure
on the groundwater aquifers in
the Denver Basin.

Staff reports

Town Attorney Gary Shupp of-
fered the board options on how
to proceed on a preliminary in-
quiry from an entrepreneur who
is considering opening a medical
marijuana facility in Monument.
There is very little case law to
resolve the conflict between the
new amendment to the Colorado
constitution that allows the use
of medical marijuana and federal
laws that do not. The board was
divided on whether to prohibit
marijuana businesses, do noth-
ing, or try to control them with
a comprehensive ordinance that
will address state and federal
law.

The consensus of the board
was to ask Shupp to provide in-
formation on a draft ordinance to
regulate marijuana sales before
someone opens a business in
town and becomes exempt prior
to passage of the final ordinance.
Shupp said the town was more
likely to end up in litigation if
it passed an ordinance that pro-
hibited now-legal types of mari-
juana sales.

Town Manager Cathy Green
reported that the transition pe-
riod for final enactment of the
railroad quiet zone for the Sec-
ond Street crossing was nearly
finished.

Green said that the Triview
Metropolitan District was about
to approve a total refinancing
of all the district’s bond debt of
over $47 million from renew-
able short-term bonds to 30-year
fixed-rate bonds. The sale of the
30-year bonds by Wells Fargo
Bank should be completed by the
end of September. The town and
Triview boards will begin hold-
ing periodic joint meetings after
all the bond refinancing activi-
ties are completed.

Public comments
Debbie Swanson, the new ex-
ecutive director of Tri-Lakes
Cares, discussed services that
are available in the Monument
area and county for transient and
homeless people. She expressed
concern that limited resources
may not be distributed to these
people in the most effective way,
such as creating and encouraging
aggressive panhandling situa-
tions that exacerbate the grow-
ing problems that are occurring
within the town. Swanson called
for a program to educate the pub-
lic on how to remain open and
welcoming while understanding
that some well-intentioned acts
of charity can be destructive for
the people they are trying to help,

as well as teach residents the best
ways to organize support and as-
sistance. She suggested that it is
better for a charity like Tri-Lakes
Cares to give out bags of food
and clothing than for individuals
to give people cash.

Monument resident and
business owner Carolyn Simzis-
ko gave a lengthy description of
how some homeless people with
apparent mental problems can
create unpleasant if not intimi-
dating and frightening situations
when they enter local stores with
no intent to purchase items. Their
presence can literally empty a
store in moments when they are
loud and incoherent.

Even after Simzisko was
able to get one persistent visitor
to leave, he remained agitated
and hung out in front of the store,
waving his arms and “babbling”
in a manner that still intimidated
her customers. She said homeless
and transient people searching
dumpsters for food create addi-
tional problems when people use
their shops’ rear doors to take out
the trash or go to their vehicles.

Shirk and Shupp suggested
that all store owners ask the
management companies for their
shopping centers to publish a
unified no-trespass policy that
applies in all stores to this spe-
cific individual in order for the
policy to be more likely to meet a
constitutional test.

Chief Shirk opened a lengthy
discussion by speaking about
the difficulties that arise when
municipalities try to deal with
homeless people—balancing
their constitutional rights while
trying to control “camping” and
aggressive begging. He added
that this is a social rather than
a legal or police issue. Homeless
people are very adept at know-
ing and using the limits of the
law to their advantage to avoid
a technical violation by limiting

their aggressiveness, shouting,
and pushing.
Shupp concurred, noting

that there can be significant li-
ability if an arrest turns out to
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be “incorrect.” There are no
state regulations pertaining to
this issue.

Shirk said he interviewed 11
transients one day and all said
“The word is out in Colorado
Springs. Come up to Monument.
The residents are very gener-
ous,” making the town a “very
nice place to be”” Only two
were “truly homeless.” The oth-
ers characterized themselves as
travelers who did not want help,
just money to maintain their
lifestyles. Shirk said it is not

in the residents’ best interest to
hand out money and food. “Don’t
give them cash.” It encourages
them to stay and others to come
to Monument from Colorado
Springs and Castle Rock, where
people do not give them money.
The board asked Shupp to
provide copies of the Colorado
ordinances that appear to be most
pragmatic when dealing with the
homeless. Shupp and Green said
that their study of the issue leads
them to conclude that just pass-
ing an ordinance will not make a

significant difference, since most
have been found to be unconsti-
tutional.

The meeting was adjourned
at 9:18 p.m.
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The next meeting will be at 6:
30 p.m. on Oct. 5 at Town Hall,
645 Beacon Lite Road. Meetings
are normally held on the first and
third Wednesday of the month.
Information: 884-8017.
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Monument Board of Trustees, Sept. 21

Gingrich appointed to succeed Miller

By Jim Kendrick

West-side resident Stan Gingrich was unable to attend the
Sept. 21 Monument Board of Trustees (BOT) meeting, but
his prior persistence paid off in a “promotion” anyway,
from planning commissioner to member of the Board of
Trustees. Gingrich will be sworn in Oct. 5 to succeed for-
mer Trustee Tim Miller before he could actually attend
his first Planning Commission meeting. Gingrich was out
of town and could not attend this BOT meeting.

Gingrich had been appointed by the Board of Trust-
ees on Aug. 17 to replace former Planning Commissioner
Tom Martin for a term running through January 2010.
However, the Sept. 9 Planning Commission meeting was
cancelled due to lack of agenda items. Gingrich had for-
mally applied and undergone two unrequited interviews
for a trustee appointment at previous BOT meetings this
summer before his appointment to the Planning Commis-
sion.

Gingrich’s latest appointment will also be somewhat
short-lived. It runs through April 2010 when he must run
for re-election to remain a member of the BOT.

Mayor Travis Easton presented a certificate of appre-
ciation to Miller for his service on the board.

Trustee Rick Squires was absent from this meeting.

Major arrests by

Monument Police Department
Police Chief Jacob Shirk reported that the Police Depart-
ment was contacted in early March by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation about a case involving Internet child por-
nography and a possible sex assault on a child. The FBI’s
suspect lived in Monument.

The department drafted a search warrant for Michael
Dodson’s house at 517 Saber Creek Drive in Jackson
Creek and his office at the U.S. Air Force Academy. All
of his computer equipment was seized for a forensic in-
vestigation. The department issued an arrest warrant for
Dodson on Aug. 31, charging him with sexual exploita-
tion of a child, a class 3 felony. The department arrested
Dodson at the Air Force Academy without incident and
transported him to the El Paso County Justice Center.
Bail was set at $10,000.

Shirk also reported the completion of a two-year
drug investigation that led to 18 arrests for distribution
of marijuana, cocaine, ecstasy, and mushrooms. Eight of
these were felony arrests. The Colorado Bureau of Inves-
tigation assisted the department. The department will get
back about $3,000 of the $7,000 in captured drug money
turned in to the district attorney’s office. Shirk also noted
the proactive stance of Lewis-Palmer School District 38
in helping the investigation of the suspects, who were
high school students.

g Gail
WILSON

LEWIS-PALMER SCHOOL BOARD
www.gailwilsonforlp.com

Maintained excellent student
achievement.

o Eliminated deficit spending.
o Created multi-year budgeting.

e Opened Palmer Ridge High School
on-time and under budget.

e Placed preschools in all elementary
schools and PRHS.

o Developed a strategic vision and
plan for the Lewis-Palmer district.

e Implemented accountability for the
school board and administration.

o Instituted public oversight for bonds.
e Opened a senior center at LPHS.
o Graduation rate exceeding 98%.

Paid for the Committee to Reelect Gail T. Wilson

Shirk noted that undercover surveillance and com-
munications intercepts reveal the level of fear of the Po-
lice Department in the area due to the effectiveness of the
investigation and the numerous arrests. The department
has several unmarked cars available and also uses rental
cars to enhance undercover surveillance. Shirk cautioned
that the impact is likely to be only short-term, as with any
drug problem.

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club donated $950 to the
department, which was used for the purchase of an entry
kit, a collection of tools used for forced entries by tactical
teams.

Citizens Police Academy begins
Shirk noted the start of the Citizens Police Academy on
Sept. 15 with a full class of 19 participants. The course
is being taught by Sgt. Steve Burk, Sgt. Mark Owens,
Detective Steve Blaskowsky, Officer Chad Haynes, and
Officer Steve Lontz.

Opening public comments

Chuck Roberts, director of the Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance,
which was created in September 2006, gave a report on
the Tri-Lakes Senior Citizen Program that was similar
to his report to the Palmer Lake Town Council on Sept.
8. for a report on his remarks at the council
meeting.
Roberts’ remarks also contained some new information:
+ The BOT donated $1,500 in the second quarter

of 2008. Roberts had told the Palmer Lake Town

Council that the BOT had made no donation to the

Senior Alliance.

e Voluntary donations from senior citizens have
totaled over $9,000, rather than the $2,500 figure he

had reported to the Town Council on Sept. 8.

The Palmer Lake Town Council is still considering donat-
ing the last $9,000 from the privately endowed Lucy Ow-
ens Fund, which the council administers for her estate, to
the Senior Alliance. However, Roberts did not report that
Palmer Lake’s Fire Trustee Gary Coleman had asked at
the Sept. 8 Town Council meeting that $5,000 of the last
$9,000 in the fund that was previously promised to Rob-
erts for two years now be reallocated to the Palmer Lake
Volunteer Fire Department for purchase of a used SUV
to replace the 1989 Chevy Suburban that served as the
department’s emergency vehicle for 17 years.

Mountain View Electric has donated $10,000 from its
Round-up Fund, with another $3,500 pending. Donations
from local businesses and individuals to the alliance have
amounted to over $6,000.

Roberts publicly commended D-38, current donors
and volunteers, and especially the Town of Palmer Lake
for the essential role they have played in supporting the
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senior program. He said the Senior Alliance looks for-
ward to the Town of Monument’s participation.

He invited the BOT to become a continuing donor to
the Alliance, because 66 percent of the 300 households
receiving the Tri-lakes Senior Beat newsletter reside in
ZIP code 80132. However, many who live in 80132 are
not Monument residents. Roberts reported that 11 percent
of the households have 80133 ZIP codes and 23 percent
have other codes.

Monument Town Treasurer Pamela Smith replied
that the board approved a $2,000 donation from town
revenues to the Alliance last year when it passed the 2009
town budget. “It’s never been requested” by Roberts with
the required written request. Roberts said, “Can I have
it?” She asked him to send her an e-mail or “a piece of pa-
per” from the Alliance so the town could cut the check.

Palmer Lake Mayor John Cressman said, “I’'m chal-
lenging the town of Monument to step in probably where
we can’t after this year and we’re not even sure how much
of that $9,000 we’re able to give to the Senior Alliance.
So, we get great joy and satisfaction and good reports
from Mr. Roberts about how he spends the money that
we’re able to give. That came from the Lucy Owens Fund
and she was a matriarch of Palmer Lake with much mon-
ey and endowed it to Palmer Lake to give to reasonable
causes.” He added, “Right now with the budget crunch
there’s a lot of little noise in the background from other
people that would like to have some of that money. I can’t
speak highly enough of our seniors in this community
and the work that they are doing and what they have ac-
complished in District 38.” He concluded, “I'm here to
challenge you and to beg you to help the Senior Alliance
as we have.”

Palmer Lake Mayor Pro-tem Nikki McDonald added
that the leaking roof of the Palmer Lake Library is now
also competing for the remaining $9,000 of the Lucy Ow-
ens Fund, in addition to Coleman’s $5,000 request for the
remainder of the fund.

Easton replied that the BOT will continue to look for
ways to donate tax revenue to the seniors. “I think this
board as a whole is committed to that and our past contri-
bution effort is reflective of that.”

Mark Ennis, President of the Tri-Lakes Health Alli-
ance Partnership, the parent organization for the Senior
Alliance, asked for support for the continuing and in-
creasing need for the partnership’s volunteers to provide
meals to seniors in need.

Development Services

fee schedule amended
Tom Kassawara, director of Development Services, re-
ported that the staff had drafted a fee structure for the
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new town code requirement for a fence fee.
The staff determined that the fee should
be $15 for a single-family residential home
fence. The staff determined that the fee for
a commercial fence should be $50. Any
unusual extra work will be charged at the
standard fee of $50 per hour.

The fee schedule also incorporates
changes to the Baptist Road Rural Trans-
portation Authority fee schedule that was
enacted on Sept. 1.

Four other fees were noted:

*  $25 for a revocable permit

*  $50 for a temporary use permit

+ $50 for a permit for a business
operating in a parking lot

e $250 for a Triview infrastructure
impact fee

The board unanimously approved a reso-

lution amending the fee structure.

Off-site VIN ID fee approved
The board unanimously approved a sepa-
rate resolution to create a $20 fee for off-
site vehicle identification number (VIN)
verification services, which are available
for such purposes as new license plates
and insurance. The fee for VIN verifica-
tions performed at Town Hall remains at
$10. The extra $10 covers Code Enforce-
ment Officer Donna Jack’s travel costs to
drive a town vehicle to off-site inspection
locations.

To make an appointment for a VIN
verification, contact Jack at 719-884-8035
or djack@townofmonument.net.

New solicitation

ordinance approved

Shirk reported that the new solicitation

ordinance defines “active” solicitation.

Some of the specific unlawful actions

noted in the ordinance are:

*  Continuing to solicit from a person
after the person has given a negative
response to the soliciting.

* Intentionally touching or causing
physical contact with another person
without that person’s consent in the
course of soliciting.

* Intentionally blocking, obstructing,
or interfering with the safe or free
passage of a pedestrian or vehicle,
including unreasonably causing a
pedestrian or vehicle operator to
take evasive action to avoid physical
contact in the course of soliciting.

e Persisting in closely following
or approaching the person being
solicited and continuing to solicit
after the person has informed the

solicitor by words or conduct that the

person does not want to be solicited

or does not want to give money or
anything of value to the solicitor.

* Using profane or abusive language
that is likely to provoke an immediate
violent reaction from the person being
solicited or would cause a reasonable
person to be fearful for his or her
safety.

* Soliciting money from anyone
waiting in line for tickets, for entry to
a building, or for another purpose.

*  Approaching or following a person for
solicitation as part of a group of two
or more persons, in a manner and with
conduct, words, or gestures intended
or likely to cause a reasonable person
to fear imminent bodily harm or
damage to or loss of property or
otherwise to be intimidated into
giving money or other thing of value.

*  Soliciting on any private or residential
property after having been asked to
leave, or refrain from soliciting by the
owner or any other person lawfully in
possession of the property.

* Soliciting within 20 feet of an
automated teller machine.

* Soliciting in or upon any public
transportation vehicle or public
transportation facility within or at
any bus stop or parking lot, structure,
or other parking facility.

*  Soliciting within 6 feet of an entrance
to a building.

* Soliciting any person entering or
exiting a parked motor vehicle or in a
motor vehicle stopped on the street.

*  Soliciting any person located within
the patio or sidewalk area of a retail
business establishment that serves
food and/or drink.

*  Soliciting after dark—one-half hour
after sunset to one-half hour before
sunrise.

* Nothing in this chapter of the code
shall be construed to prevent a person
from acting in accord with a license
or permit, as previously defined in the
code.

Town Attorney Gary Shupp reported that

the maximum punishment of a $1,000 fine

or 90 days imprisonment would likely
only apply to repeat offenders.

Easton reminded everyone that the
town has no jurisdiction over the inter-
section of the northbound I-25 exit ramp
and Colorado Highway 105; Both are state
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Above: Sept. 15, Monument Police Chief Jake Shirk addresses the Citizens
Police Academy. Photo by Jim Kendrick.

roadways.
The ordinance was unanimously ap-
proved.

New unlawful camping

ordinance approved
Shirk reported that a new ordinance
makes it unlawful for a person to camp or
store personal property, including camp
facilities and camp paraphernalia, in any
park, street, or publicly-owned parking lot
or area.

However, the town manager or desig-
nee is authorized to permit people to camp
and store personal property, occupy camp
facilities, and use camp paraphernalia in
these places in the Town of Monument if
several specific conditions are met in the
application.

The maximum punishment is a $1,000
fine or 90 days imprisonment.

New ordinance on medical
marijuana dispensaries

proposed

Town Manager Cathy Green reported that
a proposed ordinance regulating medical
marijuana dispensaries was taken directly
from an ordinance passed in Alamosa in
response to inquiries regarding legal busi-
nesses recently authorized by Amendment
20 of the Colorado Constitution. She added
that this ordinance is not ready to be voted
on. If the board finds the language accept-
able, the staff will reformat the ordinance
into standard Town of Monument code
format and schedule a Planning Commis-
sion hearing. She noted that a marijuana
dispensary is not a “use by right” for a
commercial zone.

After a lengthy technical discussion,
the board agreed, by consensus, to refer
a draft Town of Monument ordinance on
medical marijuana dispensaries to the
Planning Commission.

Liquor licenses
The board unanimously approved an an-

Commerce at 481-3282.
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nual renewal of the liquor license for the Texas Road-
house in Monument Marketplace at 16196 Jackson Creek
Parkway.

Financial reports and updates

The board unanimously approved the following payments

over $5,000:

+  $110,670 to Triview Metropolitan District for July
sales tax plus $3,979 for August motor vehicle tax

*  $6,070 to AFD Pavement Marking LLC for striping,
edge lines, turn lanes, and arrows for Old Denver
Highway and Jackson Creek Parkway

o $11,192 to Lytle Water Solutions LLC for engineering
services for redrilling well 7 and other consulting
work

e $353,232 to Henkle Drilling and Supply Co. for
redrilling well 7

+  $10,283 to Qwest for burying phone lines that are
part of the Third Street improvements

Smith reported that expenditures are still less than the

amount budgeted through the end of August. Sales tax

revenues are currently the majority of revenues and re-

main higher than budgeted for 2009. Water fund revenues

are down about 23 percent due to the wet weather this

year. The expense of redrilling well 7 will eliminate most

of the prior 2009 savings in water fund expenditures prior

to the pump failing.

Staff reports

Kassawara stated that the staff and board have always

known that Third Street upgrades would be a difficult

project because of all the previously buried utilities and
the ones that are now also being moved underground.

He noted that general contractor Pioneer Sand is still on

schedule and on budget. “You could not ask for more co-

operation” from Pioneer. “It’s going as well as can be ex-
pected” with the level of complex coordination required.

Every affected property has retained access, though
not always direct access, Kassawara said. Every access
complaint has been addressed immediately.

Kassawara continues to hold meetings with the de-
velopers of all the major town and Triview Metropolitan
District developments.

Some of the items that Rich Landreth, director of the
Public Works Department, reported were:

*  The department completed all required railroad quiet
zone installations for the Second Street crossing.

»  Staff members assisted an Eagle Scout project to
install sod and landscaping near the bandshell in
Limbach Park.

* Roads staff members assisted with crack sealing of
roads in Triview Metropolitan District.

Water staff members are running the Forest
Lakes Metropolitan District water treatment plant
to provide augmentation water to the Air Force
Academy, potable water to the Upper Monument
Creek Regional Wastewater Treatment Facility, and
water for leak checks of the district’s new 1.5 million
gallon water storage tank.

e The contractor has completed all leak repairs and
leak testing of the new Forest Lakes water tank.
Monument leases 500,000 gallons of the storage
capacity from Forest Lakes.

e The transformer for Triview’s Well A8 has been
replaced, and the well is back in operation.

*  Construction on Triview’s Misty Creek Park was
temporarily stopped to redesign the trickle channels
in the new drainage system

The meeting went into executive at 8:50 p.m. to discuss

contract negotiations and was immediately adjourned

after the executive session, without any further votes, at

9:20 p.m.
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The next meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. on Oct. 5 at Town

Hall, 645 Beacon Lite Road. Meetings are normally held

on the first and third Wednesday of the month. Informa-

tion: 884-8017.

Beacon Lite Road Improvements Community Meeting, Sept. 22

County officials get residents’ input on road upgrade

By Jim Kendrick

County Commissioner Wayne Williams, Director of Pub-
lic Services Tim Wolken, County Engineer Andre Brack-
in, Engineering Services Manager Carl McClellan, and
Design Section Leader Allisa Were held a community
meeting at Monument Town Hall on Sept. 22 to present a
project overview of potential Beacon Lite Road improve-
ments from County Line Road south to the Wakonda Way
intersection and solicit residents’ input. More than 50
county residents who daily or regularly use Beacon Lite
Road attended.

Brackin said the county began monitoring the un-
paved north end of Beacon Lite in 2006. The Board of
County Commissioners directed the county Department
of Transportation staff to initiate plans to upgrade Bea-
con Lite Road to accommodate increased traffic in 2007.
The initial review and concept improvement plan was

completed last year. This session was the first resident
meeting.

Brackin noted that this segment of Beacon Lite Road
is in need of enhancements to its current conditions,
particularly sight distance restrictions for curves, hills,
and intersections. Southbound traffic counts in early Sep-
tember at the County Line Road intersection were about
876 vehicles per day. Traffic counts at the Highway 105
intersection were about 3,313 vehicles per day. Trucks are
about 10 tol2 percent of the traffic on Beacon Lite. Most
traffic accidents on Beacon Lite have not been at intersec-
tions, and many accidents are not reported.

Some of the potential road improvements being
considered are sight distance, shoulder, and intersection
improvements as well as surface paving. Building these
improvements would result in impacts to existing prop-

Shari Blake Pet Services

Licensed Veterinary Technician

(719) 488-6593

CARING FOR YOUR PET’S NEEDS WHEN YOU’'RE AWAY

- -

Snowplowing
Commercial & Residential. 20 yr. experience

Call Jeff at Sharpest Cut 491-4811

Missing Cat
Missing since Sept.
18. Has blue collar

with name & phone
no. on a pink tag.

(719) 351-1571 or (719) 332-9059.

erty, utilities, and drainage, because much of the existing
dirt road is on private property, which Brackin called
“prescriptive right-of-way.” This means the county does
not have a deed for the right-of-way.

Brackin and Williams asked the residents to provide
access to their private property so the county can survey
the area, collect data, and review current access and road
alignment options in order to provide the residents feed-
back on potential upgrade alternatives. Once a preferred
new alignment option is selected, the county will have to
acquire property for the new right-of-way through dona-
tions, negotiated purchases, or in the worst case, condem-
nation by eminent domain with immediate possession and
use while a judge determines the correct reimbursement
payments. However, the county’s policy has long been to
make every possible attempt to avoid condemnation if an
upgrade is approved. The county pays for the property

Above: County Engineer Andre Brackin (L) and
County Commissioner Wayne Williams (R) address
the Beacon Lite Road Community Meeting Sept. 22.
Photos by Jim Kendrick.
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“severely slimy surfaces” in rain or snow.

» Traffic is much worse since the Conoco exit was
closed for weigh station safety.

*  Washboards take longer to reappear when magnesium
chloride is applied to the dirt road.

*  People who live near County Line Road east of I-25

have started using Beacon Lite Road to avoid traffic

jams on Monument Hill Road at Palmer Ridge High

School.

The level of the road has changed significantly,

making it more difficult to get in and out of

driveways, especially when towing trailers.

*  Mailboxes and their posts do not last long on Beacon
Lite.

*  There are a significant number of dead trees, due to
mag chloride and beetles. The trees will fall on the
road eventually.

*  Snow is often plowed only in one direction, leaving a
single lane, a dangerous situation.

Some of Brackin’s and Williams’ responses to citizen

comments were:

* Grading and gravelling the road may be the best
interim solution, but it would break down fairly
quickly and require a lot of costly maintenance.

*  Gravel roads last longer with a high crown due to
improved drainage, but are very unpopular because
motorists prefer driving on flat roads.

*  The sharp curves and steep grades may have resulted
from currently unknown geological and drainage
factors.

* Single lanes are plowed first during a snowstorm to
open and keep open major roads until time permits a
second lane to be plowed.

*  Frontage roads work only when there is not much
traffic or development on them.

* An example of a bad frontage road with too much
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owner’s separate appraisal as well as its own when ad- ¢
verse possession is used.

Some of the next steps in the process are:

Collect data, including warrant studies to determine
the type of traffic control changes needed

Analyze the number of trees that need to be cut
down

Evaluate short-term regrading and resurfacing with
gravel while the feasibility study is completed
Complete an alternatives analysis, including
determining whether it should be designated a local
or collector road, as well as choosing rural or urban
status, to calculate how much right-of-way must be

Putting chip seal on the existing road without
straightening it would significantly change drainage
and encourage higher speeds that would result in
higher accident rates.

Trees just outside future county-owned right-of-
way may still limit sight distances if the road is not
sufficiently straightened.

Some of the comments made during citizen input were:

High speeds are the most threatening existing
problem due to limited visibility.

Putting up three-way stop signs at intersections is the
cheapest short-term speed control option.

Beacon Lite residents are used to the contour

traffic on it now is Monument Hill Road, because the
intersection with County Line Road cannot be close
to [-25, leading to its now dangerous curves.

Williams thanked the citizens for their large turnout and
asked them to attend the following meetings on Beacon
Lite:

The next community meeting

County Highway Advisory Committee hearing
County Planning Commission Hearing

Board of County Commission Hearing
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Some of the points Williams made were:

e The first county study to improve Beacon Lite Road
was performed about 35 years ago.

*  People have been asking him for improvements to
Beacon Lite Road since he first ran for office.

* County property taxes are less than one-third of
Douglas County taxes, and all other Front Range
counties have higher tax rates.

e Currently, obtaining funding from the Pikes Peak
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PPRTA’s current limited 10-year lifespan beyond
2014.

* Because maintenance of asphalt roads is cheaper
than maintaining dirt or gravel roads in some
unusual circumstances, the county has considered
paving only three county gravel roads: Bowstring
Road in Woodmoor, Rio Road in Falcon, and Beacon
Lite Road.

e A timetable for improving Beacon Lite depends
on what is discovered during surveying and data
collection.
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By David Futey
The Palmer Lake Town Council delayed
a decision on requests for money from the
town’s Lucy Owens Fund at its Sept. 10
meeting.

Fire Trustee Gary Coleman said the
Fire Department is still seeking a used
Suburban as an emergency vehicle and re-
quested $2,000 toward the purchase of the
SUYV, as well as $3,000 for the purchase of
an automated external defibrillator (AED).
Coleman asked that the total request of
$5,000 come from the remainder of the
Lucy Owens Fund, a private bequest to
the town from Owens’ estate that is used
for town grants.

The previous 1989 Suburban emer-
gency vehicle was retired after 17 years of
department service. Coleman noted that
this $5,000 would have to be deducted
from the remaining amount in the Lucy
Owens Fund that had already been des-
ignated to be donated to Tri-Lakes senior
citizens’ activities.

Palmer Lake Town Council meeting, Sept. 10

Final Lucy Owens Fund payment decision deferred

The Fire Department is currently us-
ing a 1998 Chevrolet S10 truck transferred
from the Palmer Lake Police Department
as the interim emergency vehicle. During
a lengthy discussion, Police Trustee and
Fire Chief Dan Reynolds suggested that
a slightly used Yukon might be able to
fulfill the emergency vehicle requirement.

Reynolds said the present AED is 5
years old and cannot be updated, although
newer AEDs can be updated. Roads
Trustee Bryan Jack stated that the El Paso
County Emergency Services Authority
has a grant pool that funds purchases and
could possibly provide $3,000, without a
matching grant requirement, toward the
AED purchase, in lieu of the request for
reassigning $3,000 from the Lucy Owens
bequest.

Trustee Jan Bristol and Mayor John
Cressman suggested that Coleman’s re-
quest for funding needs further discussion
and exploration. Mayor Cressman placed
the request on hold.
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Status of Tri-Lakes

Senior Alliance

Chuck Roberts, director of the Tri-Lakes

Senior Alliance (TLSA), presented the

council with a status report on the orga-

nization. This report fulfills a pledge the

TLSA made upon receiving the second

$10,000 donation from the private Lucy

Owens Fund created by Owens’ estate.

The Palmer Lake Town Council was

designated by Owens to decide how to

disburse the cash fund. Roberts requested
the third and final $10,000 donation from
the original pledge made by the town.

Among other items, Roberts reported
that:

»  Thirty to 40 seniors are served lunch
each Wednesday at the Learning
Center in the D-38 administration
building. Seniors make a $3
voluntary donation for the $5 lunch
that Pinecrest Catering provides at a
discount. Volunteers for the United
Methodist Church perform the
plating, serving, and cleanup.

* Discounted Tuesday bowling at the
Pinz Bowling Alley on Highway 105
draws 10 to 20 seniors each week.

e The Tri-lakes Senior Beat newsletter,
published by Allen Alchian, goes
to 300 households in the Tri-Lakes
area. Alchian also created the
www.TriLakesSeniors.org Web site,
which is financed by an individual
donation.

e The Tri-Lakes Silver Book, which
lists services and assistance provided
to seniors, was issued in January
2009 with Mountain View Electric
Association (MVEA) funding.

e The TLSA Thrift Store, located in
the West End Center in Palmer Lake,
has grossed $12,000 in sales since
opening in March. Net Thrift Store
proceeds from the sale of donated
items should be enough to replace
the annual donations from the Owens
Fund, so the TLSA can continue to
support senior programs, such as
monthly day trips.

* The intergenerational program, I
Witness History, has restarted with
the new school year. This program
pairs seniors, who share firsthand
experiences from such events as World
War II and the Great Depression, with
D-38 students.

* In July 2009, the Tri-Lakes Senior
Citizen Center moved from its interim
Palmer Ridge High School location

to a more spacious and permanent

location on the Lewis-Palmer High

School campus, with a grand opening

on Aug. 12 attended by 120 people.

A variety of activities are available

for seniors at the center and at the

adjacent YMCA.

* The TLSA is on a “solid financial
base” in 2009 with a carryover
from 2008 of $19,000 in addition to
$10,000 in net Thrift Store proceeds.
Grants totaling $6,000 have been
received from Black Hills Energy
and MVEA. Volunteer donations
from seniors have totaled $2,500.
Additional grants totaling $8,000 are
expected later in 2009.

*  Roberts formally requested the third
and final $10,000 donation from
the Lucy Owens Fund, “which I
understand has somehow shrunk to
$9,000 and may have shrunk even
further than that based on what I've
heard here tonight.”

*  Roberts commended the council “for
the essential role you have played in
supporting the senior program. The
senior community again thanks you.
Tri-Lakes is definitely getting known
as a friendly place for seniors and
their families to move to. We look
forward to your continued support.”

Coleman said, “Chuck, last year you told

us that the Town of Monument didn’t have

any money to donate to the senior alliance.

Have they coughed up any money yet?”
Roberts replied, “No. I go to them

next. Care of the seniors doesn’t seem to

carry the same priority at the Monument
town council as it does here. I look at
these faces and all of you have personally
gotten involved in the senior program and

I appreciate it. We don’t get that kind of

support in the Town of Monument.”

However, Roberts noted at the Monu-
ment Board of Trustees meeting on Sept.
17 that the board had donated $1,500 to the
alliance in 2008 and budgeted a $2,000
donation in the 2009 budget. See the Sept.
21 Board of Trustees meeting article on
for details.

This money came from Monument
tax revenue rather than a private dona-
tion. Monument has no similar endow-
ment fund from an estate for dispersing
privately donated funds to charities. The
Palmer Lake Town Council has not do-
nated any of its municipal revenue to the
Senior Alliance.

A lengthy discussion followed be-
tween Roberts and the council about

DIV ORCE /EAMILY
AW

Experienced - Affordable
Convenient

Law Offices of
Christopher C. Meyer,P.C.

13540 Northgate Estates Dr. #200
Colorado Springs, CO 80921

(719)488-9395

Please visit out comprehensive website for
divorce infomation: www.cmeyerlaw.com

Restore Fiscal Responsibility!
Reestablish Community Trust!
Elect

David Cloud

to the D-38 Board of Education

= PhD, Engineering Sceance — Cixdord Liniversity

= 10 years eaching experience as instruclor,
supervisor, and Deputly Hesd in tha Dapl of
Agtronauhes al the LS. Air Force Achdsmy

*= Cio-founder and CFO of Teaching Science &
Technology, Inc.. a privale company esiablished

in 159495 1o provide continuing edwcation on space

missin and satellile system dasign to enginearing
professionals

My experiences as an educator and businessman provide unigue
skills that will allow me to effectively represent the entire
commurity as a member of the D-38 School Board!

2




Saturday, October 3, 2009

Our Community News

Page 21

how poorly the Town of Monument has
supported the Senior Alliance since the
council began allocating money from the
Owens Fund in 2007. No one mentioned
the many years the town of Monument
has hosted two senior lunches per week in
their Town Hall for free.

Some of the comments made by vari-
ous council members follow.

Bristol suggested that Roberts tell the
Monument board what percentage of the
seniors supported by the senior center are
Monument residents compared with the
percentage of Palmer Lake residents, add-
ing “I don’t know how you shame those
folks into taking care of their seniors,
but I think it might be interesting to do.”
Roberts replied, “That’s pretty easy to do”
using the Senior Alliance’s mailing list.
Cressman added, “T bet most of them are
from Monument.”

Bristol noted, “Regardless of what
we’re able to do this year, next year it’s
off the table for us. We’re not going to
have the ability to help, and somebody’s
going to have to pick that up.” Cressman
said, “Why don’t we go challenge them?”
and stated that he would attend the next
Monument board meeting. Roberts said
the council members should attend the
first Monument board meeting in October.
Palmer Lake resident Richard Allen said
that at least 80 percent of those attending
the center are from Monument, and some-
one needs to fill the void after the private
“seed money” from Owens runs out. Note:
At the Monument BOT meeting on Sept.
17, Roberts said that Monument residents
made up 66 percent of those supported by
the senior center.

Cressman said he would “make a
presence” at the Monument board meet-
ing and speak with Travis Easton, the new
mayor of Monument, about donating to-
ward the organization. “I’ll be in Travis’s
ear” and “try and get him thinking about
that a little bit harder before that meeting.”
Roberts added, “We’re expecting a change
in Monument with Mayor Easton there
now. When he was a trustee, he was al-
ways a voice in the wilderness supporting
senior programs. One of the major things
being bogged down there is the Arbor
Mountain senior residence going through
the approval process at the town.”

Reynolds reiterated that reallocating
$5,000 of the last $9,000 of Owens’ mon-
ey to the Fire Department would provide
more help to all Palmer Lake’s residents
than giving it to the senior center, where
attendance by Palmer Lake seniors is so
comparatively low.

Jack and Cressman told Roberts that a
final decision on the contribution from the
Owens fund should be determined at the
regular Town Council meeting on Oct. 8.

Community Development Block

Grant

Town Clerk Della Gray reported that
DeAnne McCann and Tiffany Colver wish
to meet with Mayor Cressman, Trustees
Nikki McDonald and Bristol, and Gray to
determine a way for the town to qualify
for funds in the HUD community block
grant program to assist with various proj-
ects. Trustee Jan Bristol said the projects
must benefit a percentage of low-income
residents, and the town might not meet the
“threshold” because the average income
of the town is too high.

Committee Reports
Cressman announced that the town survey
is now available to fill out by residents,
business owners, and those who work in
town. He thanked Palmer Lake resident
Karen Stuth for assisting with the survey
development and requested that all town
people complete the survey. The survey is

an opportunity to provide input on how to
improve management of the town.

The survey is available at the Palmer
Lake Town Office building at 42 Val-
ley Crescent, as well as the Tri-Lakes
Center for the Arts at 304 Highway 105
and the Palmer Lake Library at 66 Lower
Glenway. The town will be receiving com-
pleted surveys through mid-October. Call
719-481-2953 for more details.

Repaving the west end of County
Line Road has been completed for a total
cost of about $75,000.

Bristol, the Parks and Recreation and
Economic Development trustee, congrat-
ulated the Palmer Lake Historical Society
for the successful Chautauqua in August.
Bristol said that there has been vandalism
in Glen Park and requested that additional
police patrol the park. The toilets in the
park are now locked due to vandalism, and
they might be replaced by steel bathroom
facilities. Bristol and Trustee Nikki Mc-
Donald are meeting with Monument Hill
Sertoma and the Tri-Lakes Chamber of
Commerce to coordinate brochures on the
2010 Fourth of July fireworks display.

Fire Trustee Coleman reported that
the Pikes Peak Wild Fire Prevention Part-
ners would be clearing brush on Sept. 25
and 26 just off Santa Fe Trail in order to
improve it as a fire break.

The Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire De-
partment responded to 30 calls in August
and extinguished a suspicious fire on the
picnic pavilion roof near the lake. The de-
partment is investigating the incident.

The U.S. Forest Service has provided
a newer refurbished tender vehicle for the
Fire Department’s use to transport ad-
ditional water to local fire calls in areas
where there are no fire hydrants. In return,
the town keeps the vehicle in running
order and responds to all Forest Service
calls in Pike Nation Forest west of town.

Reynolds reported that Police Tech-
nician Kathleen Encinias has submitted a
letter of resignation and that her last day
will be Oct. 15. Monument Police Chief
Jake Shirk—who has been acting as in-
terim Palmer Lake police chief for most
of 2009—and town representatives are
seeking her replacement. The announce-
ment for the Palmer Lake police chief
position has been posted to numerous
police-related publications and Web sites.
Reynolds expects the position to be filled
by early December.

Jack reported that Middle Glenway
has been milled after the Palmer Lake
Water Department installed the water
main and hydrants in the roadway.

Jack is interested in lowering the
speed limit of County Line Road from 35
to 30 within the town limit due to traffic
counts and business traffic. He thanked
the City of Colorado Springs for provid-
ing message boards during the repaving of

County Line Road.

Negotiations are continuing with the
Colorado Department of Transportation
for installing curbs and gutters on the
state’s Highway 105 right-of-way. Current
plans called for the request for bids on the
Highway 105 streetscape project to go out
on Sept. 29.

During his report, Trustee McDonald
asked Water Trustee Max Stafford if any
word had been received from attorneys
regarding the town seeking an agreement
with the railroad to transport water across
the railroad right-of-way and into the lake.
Stafford said the town’s request is still
being considered by the Colorado State
water engineer level, but Stafford had
received no word to date.

Gray reported that if each town de-
partment, other than water, stays

sign request by Karen Jones for All About
Homes. The sign request had been unani-
mously approved by the Palmer Lake
Planning Commission.

Surrey driveway issue
Brian Scott, owner of a vacant property
on the corner of Surrey and Spring Street,
had formally requested use of the existing
driveway easement at the August council
meeting. Scott wants to access the prop-
erty to build a single-family detached
lot and wondered about the status of his
request. There is a buyer from Califor-
nia interested in building a house on the
property. Roads Superintendent Bob Ra-
dosevich and Town Clerk Gray met with
the realtor for the buyer. The property
has a very steep, 20-foot elevation dif-

within the present level of spend-
ing, total spending will not exceed
reduced revenues, which are “cur-
rently steady” at about 89 percent
of the budgeted amount.

Business licenses

By unanimous decision, the coun-
cil approved a request for a new
business license for Main Street
Brokers, 19 Highway 105, by
owner Trish Flake. The request re-
lates to a change in ownership and
name, from Raspberry Mountain,
as Flake takes over the building
and becomes the primary broker.
The nature of the business remains
the same.

By unanimous decision, the
council approved a request for a
business license for Olde Towne
Realty, also at 19 Highway 105,
by Sandra Throgmorton, and a
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ference from the street to the property.
Given the amount of traffic, the driveway
access would need to be at street level for

drivers to view Spring Street traffic. The
property already has a driveway, and it
might be possible to widen the driveway
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opening and create a separate access to the
two residences that share the road access.
Radosevich said building a road to Kent
Street presents a challenge to access the
back properties.

A very lengthy discussion ensued on
how a street might be accommodated to
this and other affected properties, includ-
ing input from homeowners who would be
affected by changes to the road. If two or
more people will build in the back area of
this location, a road costing about $75,000
needs to be built. The town does not have
the money to build this road.

Cressman had a concern for safety
and drainage and stated that someone
needs to develop an access to the area.
Town Attorney Larry Gaddis suggested
this be referred to the town engineer and
assigned to a council committee, and have
them make a recommendation. A decision
on the matter was postponed until the Oc-
tober council workshop.

Professional Deck Restoration
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By unanimous decision, the council
approved the ordinance amendment for
the replat of Clio and El Moro. This was a
different correction to the replat that was
recorded in 2008 with the original ordi-
nance. The correction included additional
information that was recently discovered
about inaccuracies of the affected bound-
ary lines at that time.

By unanimous decision, the council
formally recognized the Palmer Lake
Fire Department as an entity of Palmer
Lake. In the past it had been informally
recognized.

By unanimous decision, council ap-
proved the audit of 2008.
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The next regular council meeting will
be held at 7 p.m. on Oct. 8§ at Town
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Information:
www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/index.shtml or
call 481-2953.
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Woodmoor Water and Sanitation District board, Sept. 3

Board approves development of conservation plan

By Harriet Halbig
The Board of Directors of the Woodmoor Water and
Sanitation District approved up to $22,000 to develop a
district conservation plan at its Sept. 3 meeting. Board
members James Whitelaw and Barrie Town were absent
and excused.

The board discussed at length a proposal from Tetra Tech
Inc. to develop a conservation plan for the district. Tetra
Tech representative Rocky Wiley spoke briefly about the
proposal, saying that such a plan would save money and
conserve water by delaying construction of additional
wells and other facilities. He assured the board that con-
servation could be achieved without negatively affecting
service.

Wiley said that the district is still small enough not
to be affected by some state regulations, but that having a
conservation plan in place could be instrumental in get-
ting grants from the state for future projects.

Wiley pointed to such current policies as use restric-
tions for irrigation and rebates for water-saving devices
such as appliances and toilets as evidence that the district
has been planning for conservation for at least a year.

District manager Jessie Shaffer agreed that having
a conservation document is an advantage when dealing
with state agencies and said that many component agen-
cies of the Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority have
individual plans on file. He said that the district began its
voluntary restrictions three years ago and that they are
now mandatory. The district will continue its rebate pro-
gram, Shaffer said, and any program will involve moni-
toring and evaluating the results, and some measurements
will be more qualitative than quantitative.

Such activities as conservation programs in the
schools would be an example of activities not easily mea-
sured, but their long-term effects could be significant to
the future water use of the district, Shaffer said. He also
pointed out that the state requires education and xeriscap-
ing programs.

After further discussion, the board voted to approve
up to $22,000 to develop a district conservation plan.
Services under the contract include profiling the existing
system, forecasting demand, profiling proposed facilities,
identifying conservation goals and selecting measures
and programs to reach those goals. The resulting plan will
include an implementation plan and timetable and meth-
ods for data collection to monitor the success of the plan.

On other matters, assistant district manager Randy
Gillette reported that flushing of fire hydrants along
Woodmoor Drive would begin shortly, which may result
in temporary discoloration of water. He also reported
that the Deer Creek sewer construction was scheduled
to begin, and was expected to be completed by the end
of October. He said that one lane of Deer Creek would
be dug up, seven manholes would be replaced, and three
manholes would be rehabilitated.

Gillette also reported that the district is still using
largely lake water but will shift back to wells in the near
future.

Shaffer then reported that an agreement between
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Dogs, cats, and small
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Call Barb at 433-31%72

¥ $18 per 30 minute visit.
V' Friday nights, Sat. & Sun.

Woodmoor Water, the Town of Monument, and Tim Irish,
representing Arbor Mountain, is now in draft form. Arbor
Mountain is a senior residential complex planned for the
south side of Highway 105 just east of Knollwood. He said
that the developer hopes to break ground on the develop-
ment before the end of the year.

Shaffer also reported that site acquisition for Well 22
is almost complete and would be discussed further during
executive session.

Attorney Erin Smith reminded the board that the
budget for 2010 must be filed by Dec. 15. She was assured
that the draft budget would be presented at the board’s
October meeting and approved at the November meeting.

Smith also suggested that the district send a letter

asking tenants to give landlords access to water billing
information. At present the district is forbidden by law
from disclosing the billing information to a third party
(the landlord).

The board went into executive session at 2:15 p.m. to
discuss water rights, water team strategies, Arbor Moun-
tain and various legal issues.

skeskeskeoskoskoskoskoksksk
The Woodmoor Water and Sanitation Board meets at 1
p.m. on the second Thursday of the month at the confer-
ence room at 1855 Woodmoor Drive. The next meeting
will be on Oct. 8. For further information, call 488-2525
or check www.woodmoorwater.com.
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Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority, Sept. 16

Authority focuses on connection to Springs Utilities

By John Heiser

At the Sept. 16 regular monthly meeting of the Pikes

Peak Regional Water Authority (PPRWA), the members

reviewed the presentation made Sept. 2 to the Colorado

Springs Utilities (CSU) Utility Policy Advisory Commit-

tee (UPAC). The UPAC makes recommendations to the

Colorado Springs Utilities Board (UB).

Concerns in the 1990s that providing water to areas
outside Colorado Springs would encourage development
in those areas and thereby erode the city’s potential tax
base led the UB to adopt Executive Limitation 13, which
has had the effect of greatly restricting CSU’s participa-
tion in regional projects.

The UPAC is now reassessing Executive Limitation
13 because development outside the city is occurring
even without access to CSU’s services and regional water
planning is becoming increasingly important to address
watershed problems, water project costs, and environ-
mental issues.

The UPAC is holding a series of meetings with the
goal of providing recommendations to the UB in January
regarding possible changes to Executive Limitation 13.
The UPAC’s recommendations could open the way for
use by regional partners of the planned Southern Delivery
System (SDS) pipeline and other CSU facilities.

The members of the PPRWA are the Cherokee Met-
ropolitan District, the City of Fountain, the Donala Water
and Sanitation District, the Town of Monument, the Town
of Palmer Lake, and the Woodmoor Water and Sanitation
District.

The Sept. 2 presentation to the UPAC paid for by the
PPRWA was prepared and presented by Dave Bamberger,
Paul Rochette, and Tom Binnings of Summit Economics
LLC. Bamberger prepared a report for the PPRWA in
2006 that found that northern county areas contributed
significantly more to the city’s economy than they cost in
lost tax revenues. Rochette was formerly an economist for
CSU. Binnings served on the UPAC from 1991 to 2003.

At the Sept. 16 PPRWA meeting, Rochette and Bin-
nings summarized their UPAC presentation. Some high-
lights:

e In2006, the Pikes Peak Area Council of Governments
(PPACG) estimated there were 104,420 vehicle trips
from the suburbs to Colorado Springs each day. Of
those, 23,360 came from Palmer Lake, Monument,
and Black Forest.

*  PPACG also estimated 41,100 vehicle trips per day
from Colorado Springs to the suburbs. Of those,
3,190 went to Palmer Lake, Monument, and Black
Forest. A total of 21,710 went to the U.S. Air Force

(L to R): Paul Rochette and Tom Binnings of Summit Economics. Photo by John Heiser

noted that most of the trips to the military facilities
would not entail lost sales tax revenue to the city.

* Binnings and Rochette concluded that the net result
of development in the suburbs is a positive impact on
city sales tax revenues.

*  Colorado is the fourth most preferred state to live
in (source: Harris Poll), second in entrepreneurial
activity (source: ITIF index), third highest in
venture capital per capita (source: Beacon Hill State
Competitiveness), fourth highest in research and
development inputs (source: Milken Institute), sixth
best state for business (source: Forbes Magazine),
eighth in high-tech exports (source: AEA Cyberstates
2008), and has the tenth most Fortune 500 company
headquarters (source: Fortune Magazine).

e According to the Brookings Institute in 2008,
Colorado “is experiencing some of the highest
population growth rates and economic and
demographic transition of any place in the country.”

*  The Pikes Peak region grows about 100,000 people
per decade. The forecast is for 125,000 per decade in

Academy and Fort Carson. Rochette and Binnings

the coming 30 years.
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$229,900
In the Heart of Woodland Park
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e Primary growth has been north and northeast,
changing to east-northeast with the development of
Banning-Lewis Ranch and southeast with the growth
of Fountain.

e The urban Front Range uses 6.8 percent of the state’s
water for municipal and industrial purposes.

*  Collaboration creates more financially viable and
sustainable solutions for industries and communities,
especially when the Pikes Peak region must compete
with other regions.

» Ifawater crisis were to develop outside the city, there

Estate Sale - $282,000
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Black Forest
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2-Car Detached Garage with 32 x 25 Workshop.
New well in 2000, and most windows are new,
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is a high probability that a higher governmental or
judicial authority would intervene and the regional

image would suffer.

Failure to take collaborative approaches creates
significant risks to water costs and availability,
thereby potentially hindering economic vitality and

growth.

Water development is expensive and requires higher
rate structures or rapid expansion of the customer

base to spread out the cost.

The objective for Colorado Springs should be to
promote quality, sustainable development while
exercising a high degree of long-term control and

influence over the regional water supply.

CSU should let staff engage stakeholders and
potential partners to see what opportunities are

viable.

The following are some highlights of other presentations
at the Sept. 2 UPAC meeting based on notes by Dana
Duthie, general manager of the Donala district, distrib-
uted at the Donala board meeting:

3

hair studio
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Ralph Braden, president of the Colorado Springs
Housing and Building Association (HBA) said the
HBA supports regional partnerships but that the city
should not sell water rights; that is, CSU should offer
to transport water but not provide water. He said the
HBA does not support requiring annexation to the
city in order to connect to CSU.

Stella Chan, CSU rate manager, gave an overview
of CSU’s rate and development charge structure.
She said the proposed 50 percent surcharge on water
rates for service outside the city compared to service
for district residents is traditional and industry-
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standard.
Duthie commented that a 50 percent surcharge on CSU’s
third-tier rates would be unacceptable.

Other matters

e Duthie, who also serves as PPRWA treasurer,
distributed copies of a budget based on a continuation
of the current dues structure under which districts
serving or with the potential to serve 1,200 or more
single-family equivalents (SFE) would pay $15,000
per year, and districts with fewer than 1,200 SFE
actual or potential customers would pay $5,000
per year. Gary Barber, PPRWA manager, and Dick
Brown, PPRWA legislative liaison, would be retained
at their current rates. At the end of 2010, the proposed
budget would completely deplete the PPRWA’s
remaining funds.

* Rick Fendel, PPRWA attorney, noted that the EPA
is pressing the states to adopt numerical standards

for nutrients in streams and lakes. He said that
ammonia and nitrates are regulated now. Next would
be phosphorous. He added that this issue has been
elevated to a national priority due to problems in
the Mississippi River basin and the Gulf of Mexico.
The EPA presented its concerns to the Colorado
Water Quality Control Commission of the Colorado
Department of Public Health and Environment.
Fendel said the commission resisted but, in the
future, may not have a choice.

« The PPRWA is trying to set up a meeting with
representatives of the Super Ditch group to negotiate
a contract. Issues include covering the legal costs for
obtaining a water court ruling to change the use of
the water from agricultural to municipal, obtaining
water storage rights in the Pueblo reservoir, and
including a guarantee that there will be sufficient
water available.

sekskskokskoskok sk

The next regular meeting of the PPRWA will be held
Oct. 21 at 8:30 a.m. at the new Monument Town Hall and
Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. The
meetings are normally held on the third Wednesday of
each month.

The PPRWA Web site is www.pprwa.com.

There is information on UPAC at www.csu.org/
residential/about/upac/item1047.html, on the UB
at www.csu.org/residential/about/utilities-board/
item1048.html, and on SDS at www.sdswater.org.

Information on Summit Economics is at
WWW.summiteconomics.com.

Donala Water and Sanitation District, Sept. 16

District considers raising water rates 10 percent

By John Heiser
At the Sept. 16 meeting of the Donala Water and Sani-
tation District Board of Directors, Dana Duthie, the
district’s general manager, presented a recommendation
to raise residential water rates 10 percent for 2010 as fol-
lows:

Water Rate per 1,000 gallons/month

Range (gallons) Oldrate New rate Increase
0-10,000 $ 300 $ 3.30 10%
10,001-20,000 $ 39 $ 430 10%
20,001-30,000 $ 440 $ 485 10%
30,001-40,000 $ 550 $ 6.05 10%
40,001-50,000 $ 770 $ 8.50 10%
Above 50,000 $ 880 $ 9.70 10%

The minimum water service fee, which provides no water,
would be increased to $13 from $12, with $3 of that fee
designated for water development.

The proposed water rates for townhome complexes
match the above residential rates up to 40,000 gallons per
month. Over 40,000 gallons, the rate would be $7.70 per
1,000 gallons per month (up from $7 per 1,000 gallons
in 2009), or $6.70 per 1,000 gallons per month for those
townhome projects that have made significant reductions
in their irrigated landscaping.

The rate for reuse water for the golf course is pro-
posed to cost $2.60 per 1,000 gallons per month, up from
$2.36 per 1,000 gallons per month in 2009. Untreated
water from the district’s wells is proposed to cost the golf
course $3.60 per 1,000 gallons per month, up from $3.30
per 1,000 gallons per month.

Duthie recommends increasing the sewer fee from
$26 to $27, with $2 of that fee designated for sewer devel-
opment and used to help pay off the debt for the expansion
of the wastewater treatment plant.

No changes are proposed to the water and sewer tap
fees and water and sewer development fees charged to
developers.

Availability of service fees charged to owners of va-
cant lots would be unchanged at $300 per year.

Based on the board’s favorable comments about the
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proposed rate increase, Duthie will develop the district’s
2010 budget. A final decision on the rate proposal will be
made at the November board meeting.

Mount Massive ranch update

Duthie reported that at a special meeting Sept. 4, the
board selected a bid for $53,329 from Pridemore Con-
struction to build a road using the access easement across
a property near the district’s recently purchased Mount
Massive Ranch. The ranch is in Lake County about seven
miles southwest of Leadville. The access easement is the
subject of a legal action. The property owner who brought
the legal action claims the easement was specifically
designated for the use of several adjacent properties but
not the Mount Massive ranch. The district has offered the
property owner $1,500 to resolve the matter.

Good access to the property would be critical if the
district decides to sell it or a portion of it to a developer.

Also at the Sept. 4 special meeting, the board gave
its attorneys direction to seek a settlement with Ronald
Strich, the ranch’s prior owner. The district wants to buy
out the grazing lease held by Strich in order to keep cattle
off the ditch work the district has been doing and to sim-
plify access to the property. Strich has expressed interest
in buying back from the district 90 acres adjacent to his
remaining 70-acre property so he can obtain hunting
privileges on the land.

Strich has an ongoing lawsuit against Lake County
regarding access across his property. Strich recently
moved that suit to federal court and added defendants
including the U.S. Forest Service and Federal Bureau of
Land Management. At the Sept. 16 board meeting, Duthie
estimated the suit will now probably take a year or two to
be resolved.

Water court case update
Eighteen objectors have filed 16 statements of objections
with the water court regarding the district’s plan to con-
vert the Mount Massive Ranch water for district use. The
objectors include the Arkansas River Water Conservation
District, the Southeast Water Conservation District, the
City of Aurora, the City of Buena Vista, the City of Salida,
the City of Colorado Springs, the Fort Lyons Ditch Co.,
the Hitchcock Ditch Co., and the Colorado Water Con-
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servation Board. The district will need to seek resolution
with each of the objectors prior to the trial. Duthie said he
anticipates offering tours for the objectors in June or July
2010, with a trial date in October or November 2010.
Some of the main objections concern how much
historical use there has been on the ranch, whether there
were rights in place to divert the water at the points it has
been diverted, the need to replace historical return flows
to nearby creeks, and philosophical objections to drying
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up productive agricultural land.

In the course of preparing the water court case, the
district’s attorney, Rick Fendel, discovered that a water
court ruling issued in 2000 regarding the ranch contains
a clerical error that must be corrected. Given the amount
of time that has elapsed, the only way to correct the error
was to file for another ruling. Duthie reported that Sept.
30 was the deadline for objectors to file their objections
to this second filing. He estimated that the whole process
could extend into the summer of 2011.

Special newsletter on water

The district sent to residents a special September news-

letter about the district’s water supply. The newsletter is

posted at www.donalawater.org/water-future/water-sup-
ply-initiatives.html. Some highlights from the newslet-
ter:

* “... How do we propose to move water from a ranch
near Leadville to our local neighborhood? The
simple answer is Colorado Springs Utilities (CSU)
or an alternative pipeline from the Arkansas River.
The ranch water flows through Willow Creek into
the Arkansas River about 5 miles south of Leadville.

JLLC.
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From the Arkansas, it can be picked up at any one of
several points of diversion that CSU owns along the
river, including Twin Lakes and Pueblo Reservoir. It
can then be transferred through the CSU distribution
system, treated and delivered to our system.
Colorado Springs is currently going through an
investigation to look at a regional approach to water
service, and should have some new policies in effect
within another year. In the meantime, they have
offered Donala a short-term agreement by which we
would purchase and move water from their system to
ours. We see this as an important first step in a new
relationship, and have authorized our attorney to iron
out the details.”

“We will not be moving much water initially. Once our
own water flows into the other end of the CSU system
from Mt. Massive, there will be more available, but
hopefully also at a cheaper rate. In the meantime, we
are simply constructing the connection and buying
enough water to ‘keep the pipes wet,” looking at it
as a first step to a lasting, renewable water supply.
Donala will make the actual connection between the
CSU system in Northgate Road and ours in Struthers
Road. We hope to have it complete and water flowing
by next summer.”

“The initial project to connect to CSU will cost the
District about $750,000. The ‘Usage Fee’ we will be
charged will be almost $200,000 each year, and the
water rate the District will pay for the use of CSU
water will be over $10 per 1,000 gallons. We have
not established yet what the rate will be when they
start moving our Mt. Massive water, or even if that
asset will be attributed to the rate or the usage fee.
But contrast that water rate to the average of $4.90
per 1,000 gallons that our customers paid for treated
water in 2008, and you can see that there will be a
shortfall in our revenue unless some changes are
made. Even by adding in the portion of your property
taxes Donala receives, the average single family
home paid a little over $5.50 per 1,000 gallons last
year.”

“We have been building a ‘nest egg’ of tap fees and
other revenue through the years. That’s what we
used to buy the Mt. Massive Ranch ($4.7 million).
It is what we will use for the costs mentioned for
this connection, and for a while at least, the shortfall
in the rate structure. But we do not have the bank
account to cover the estimated $10.3 million it will
take to upgrade our system over the next 10-15 years,
or the money to purchase the other 80 percent of the
water rights needed. Our growth is all but over, even
without the current economic slowdown — there’s
not much land left to develop in Donala. We do have
some ideas on how to finance all of this, and will be
bringing them to you by way of ‘Town Meetings’
over the next few months. In the meantime, we are
also looking at a rate increase of 10 percent for the
next year, and similar increases for follow-on years.”

Other matters
During the three months from June 1 through
Aug. 31, the district’s $4.9 million in investments
managed by Davidson Fixed Income Management
showed a yield of 1.12 percent, achieving a goal
of beating the Colotrust Plus fund, which yielded
0.25 percent during the same period. The weighted
average maturity of the district’s investments is 3.7
months. Duthie noted that the district will withdraw
about $1 million to cover the final payments for the

wastewater plant expansion.

e Although the El Paso County Water Authority
(EPCWA) has suspended its meetings so its members
can attend the Colorado Springs Utilities Policy
Advisory Committee (UPAC) meetings, issues
remain regarding funding the administration of the
transit loss model. The transit loss model, which is
administered by the EPCWA, measures and records
the amount of non-native Fountain Creek watershed
stream flows owned by several municipalities and
water districts. The amount of this water added to
native stream flows by external sources, such as
effluent from wastewater treatment facilities, can
be exchanged or reused. The model calculates how
much of the added water is lost as it moves down
the creek. Tri-Lakes area entities reportedly feel
they are getting little or no benefit from the model
in selling effluent downstream and are considering
stopping their participation in the project. Donala
is paying about $12,000 per year toward the cost
of administering the model. Duthie said the local
water commissioner from the state engineer’s office
is insisting that Donala continue its participation
in order to monitor exchanges that are part of the
arrangement that gave Donala the right to pump
water from a well in Fox Run Regional Park.

*  Duthie distributed copies of his notes from the Sept.
2 UPAC meeting. Some highlights are included in the
PPRWA article on

e The new permit for the expanded wastewater plant
has been received, and Duthie said he expects it to
take effect Nov. 1. The permit calls for additional
testing and reporting, including tests for metals and
for whole effluent toxicity to see if specific species of
minnows and fleas survive exposure to the effluent.
The metals tests include tests for copper. Duthie
said that much of the copper that has become a
problem in wastewater plant effluent in recent years
is leached from residential plumbing. He noted that
Donala, Monument, and Woodmoor add caustic soda
(sodium hydroxide) to the water supply to reduce
the acidity and slow the leaching of copper from the
pipes. The Triview Metropolitan District that serves
Jackson Creek is not currently adding caustic soda.
Duthie distributed copies of a letter he sent to the
Triview board asking them to require that the water
operations staff for Triview’s facilities begin adding
caustic soda.

*  Water use this August was similar to the same period
last year. Duthie reported that during August, 56
customers used 40,000 gallons or more. One rental
house used over 118,000 gallons, resulting in a water
bill of $863. The district worked with the renter to
adjust the irrigation controller to reduce the water
use. Duthie noted that one benefit of the irrigation-
rationing program was that peak use during August
was about 2.3 million gallons per day, down from
about 4 million gallons per day several years ago
prior to rationing.

Following the public meeting, the board went into an

executive session to discuss personnel and negotiation

issues.
seokskoskokskoskokskosk

The Donala board will hold its next regular meeting on

Oct. 21 at 1:30 p.m. at the Donala office, 15850 Holbein

Drive. Meetings are normally held at 1:30 p.m. on the

third Wednesday of each month.

The district’s Web site is at www.donalawater.org.
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By Jim Kendrick
On Sept. 24, Monument Sani-
tation District Director Mike
Wicklund advised the board that
all required paperwork had been
completed to begin expanding
the district’s collection system
in Wakonda Hills on Sept. 28.
It will be financed by $2.418
million in federal loans awarded
to the district on July 27 under
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of
2009—otherwise known as eco-
nomic stimulus funding.

Members of the district
staff, engineering consultant
GMS Inc., and general contrac-
tor Brannan Construction Co.
attended final administrative
training from the EPA and Colo-
rado Health Department on Sept.
18, regarding federal regulations
governing ARRA projects.

Secretary Kristi Schutz was
attending the Special District
Association conference in Key-
stone, Colorado. Her absence at
this board meeting was excused.

Gov. Bill Ritter notified the
EPA and district by letter on Aug.
25 that he had formally approved
all of the state’s wastewater and
drinking water stimulus loans.
The loans closed on Sept. 1. On
Sept. 18, Brannan was issued a
notice to proceed.

After the Sept. 24 board
meeting, Brannan started sur-
veying work on Sept. 28, and
“broke ground” with on-site
earth work on Sept. 29. The
nationwide EPA deadline for
all ARRA projects for breaking
ground was Sept. 30.

The total estimated cost of
the expansion project is $2.418
million. The first $2 million
is financed by “forgivable”
federal loans, which means no
principal or interest has to be
repaid. Project costs in excess
of $2 million, up to $418,000,
would be financed by a separate
interest-free state loan from the
Colorado Water Resources and
Power Development Authority,
to be repaid in equal installments
for 20 years. The loans closed on
Sept. 1.

However, due to the reces-
sion, the Brannan bid, $1.575
million, is less than the original
estimate for construction costs,
and total project costs are now
estimated to be about $1.9 mil-
lion, not counting any contin-
gencies and/or necessary change
orders that may arise. The Wa-
konda Hills bids opened on Aug.
18 ranged from $1.575 million up
to $2.7 million.

The estimated completion
for the project is six months, but
the project may have to be shut
down for up to three months dur-
ing the winter and resume in the
early spring.

2010 budget discussed
Wicklund presented the first
draft of the district’s 2010 budget
to the board. The draft showed
the original 2009 budget and

Monument Sanitation District Board, Sept. 24

Wakonda Hills stimulus project begins

how it was amended on Aug.
20 after the ARRA loans were
approved.

The 2009 revised budget and
appropriation includes $338,000
from district reserves to pay for
two lift stations, which will also
be part of the Wakonda construc-
tion. The lift stations were not
eligible for stimulus financing
because the administrative pro-
cess of getting them approved by
the state could never have been
completed in time for all the
various ARRA application dead-
lines. Approvals of the design of
the lift stations and associated
force mains are expected by the
end of 2009.

The changes in the 2009
budget and appropriation ac-
count for the worst-case total
project cost of $2.756 million. It
now appears that the actual final
total cost for the ARRA project
and lift stations may be as much
as $500,000 less than that figure.

The draft 2010 budget in-
cluded two tentative options for
raising monthly fees by $1 per
month or $2 per month to cover
repayment costs for two lift sta-
tions and force mains that are not
financed by the ARRA loans and
to offset the continuing decline
in commercial revenue coupled

with inflation.

The actual cost for this other
portion of the Wakonda Hills
project will not be known until
after the state Health Depart-
ment holds a series of EPA 208
Plan hearings to review and ap-
prove the lift station and force
main designs later this year. Bids
cannot be solicited until the de-
sign is approved.

Because these required state
hearings for the lift stations
could not be held soon enough
to meet the tight application
deadlines for the ARRA loans,
the district has always planned
to pay for them separately, from
district capital resources.

These fee increase options
are unrelated to the fee increase
approved in a special board
meeting on Feb. 6, the first in
15 years, when Wicklund dis-
covered a substantial decline in
town water use by commercial
users that would significantly
reduce revenues throughout
20009.

S e e
Www.ourcommunitynews.org/
vIn3.htm#msd206 and
Www.ourcommunitynews.org/
von3.htm#msd219 for details
on the February fee increase.

The board approved the
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February increase knowing that
it might not be high enough to
cover operating expenses for
the rest of 2009, and another in-
crease might be required in 2010.
Also, the February fee increase
was made before the district
learned that it might be eligible
for a stimulus grant for Wakonda
Hills.

JUC report
Wicklund reported that the final
draft of the proposed changes to
the Amended Joint Use Agree-
ment, which governs operations
at the Tri-Lakes Wastewater
Treatment Facility, had been
completed. The district man-
agers for the three owning
districts—Monument,  Palmer
Lake Sanitation District, and

Woodmoor Water and Sanitation
District—drafted the proposal.
Mike Cucullu, the attorney for
the wastewater facility, has
reviewed and approved the pro-
posal, which the managers then
forwarded to the three attorneys
for each of the districts. These
attorneys will review and coor-
dinate a final version of the latest
amendment.

The meeting adjourned at 8:
30 p.m.

seksk skeokskoskokskok

The next meeting is at 7 p.m. on
Oct. 15 in the district conference
room, 130 Second St. Meetings
are normally held at 7 p.m. on
the third Thursday of the month.
Information: 481-4886.

There's a New Sign in Town..,
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Same Location...same Full-service, Customer-oriented Real Estate
Practice plus a Fresh Attitude towards Business centered on our

Community, including - Visitor Information Center
- Free Wi-fi - Community Bulletin Board
- Notary Service - Golf Cart Tours & More!

- Free Coffee & Cookies
Coming Soon...

Tniall Flate

Sells the Tri-Lakes!

- Free Maps

Stop on by...the Coffee’s on!
19 Highway 105 (0ld Main St.)

719.481.4810

Book your Holiday
Party at La Foret

Located inv scenic Black
Forest, Lo Foret is the perfect
veruwie for banquety and
specioalr eventy

6145 Shoup Rd.
Colorado Springs
www.laforet.org :@"

7119-495-2743

* Beautiful rustic setting
* Buffet style catering

* Accommodate 10-150 guests
in one of our various
conference rooms
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I'm saving $222 a year
by unplugging things
and turning off power
strips. What can you
do? find out how the
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COSTS

little changes add up at
TogetherWeSave.com.
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Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District board, Sept. 23

District offers fire mitigation recommendations

By Bernard L. Minetti
Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District Treasurer
John Hildebrandt told the board on Sept. 23 that the
district budget was approximately 1 percent under projec-
tions for the year to date. Chief Robert Denboske said the
2010 preliminary budget would be available to the board
in a week or so.

Hildebrandt also discussed the status of the billing
process. Denboske said that the billing for such items as
ambulance accounts had been slightly behind schedule
due to the transition to an outsourced billing company. He
indicated to the board that the delay had been temporary
and is now up to date.

In discussing the 2010 availability of funding for the
department, Denboske advised the board that the increase
of “assessed value” funding should be approximately 3.84
percent for 2010 (a $118,637 increase), while the 2009 in-
crease was 3.1 percent.

The board also approved an expenditure of $16,300
for Bondi and Co. to conduct an audit of district ac-
counts.

Fire Marshal Curtis Kauffman provided an overview
of the status of the Fire Mitigation Program. He said that
he was having difficulty getting the word out to hom-
eowners associations, since he did not have all their ad-
dresses. He also stressed the importance of the responsi-
bility of each homeowner to have a working knowledge of
the program. HOAs that did not receive a copy of the fire
mitigation letter should contact Kauffman to be placed on
the distribution listing.

Kauffman also indicated that he has scheduled pre-
sentations to Tri-Lakes students during October. Teachers
and homeowners may contact Kauffman at (719) 484-
0911 for information and assistance.

Denboske then apprised the board of the hiring of an
administrative assistant to facilitate the efficiency of the
district’s administration. He also stated that when calling
the district administration number (481-0911) between 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, callers will now
connect with a live responder rather than the previous
mechanical answering machine. The new administrative

assistant is Jennifer Martin, a Palmer Lake resident and a
Palmer Lake planning commissioner.

Recommendations for fire mitigation
The fire marshal’s letter concerning fire mitigation con-
tains, in part, the following information:

e The fire district provides free wildfire mitigation
assessments for any homeowner living in the Tri-
Lakes Monument Fire Protection District. The fire
district follows the FireWise program.

* A majority of the fire district falls under the Wildland
Urban-Interface guidelines. Property owners, can
help the fire department in battling a wildfire by
following the steps of the FireWise program.

*  Proper identification of your home is essential. Your
address needs to be visible from either direction of
travel (If we can’t find you, we can’t help you.) The
house address numbers need to be at least four (4”)
inches tall on a contrasting background on a post at
the entrance of your driveway. All driveways need to
have a clearance of thirteen and half (13.5”) feet in
height and a minimum clearance of twelve (12°) feet
in width.

¢ Defensible space around your home is your first
defense from a wildfire in your area. This is not
meant to be a barren area around your home or on
your property. Defensible space is either man-made
or natural, where the vegetation is modified to slow
the rate and intensity of an advancing wildfire. It
also helps protect the forest from a structure fire.
A typical defensible space extends a minimum of
seventy-five (75”) feet around a home. Trees should
be thinned to ten-twelve (10°-12”) foot crown spacing.
Mow grass and weeds to a height of six (6””) inches or
less for minimum distance of thirty (30°) feet from all
structures. Tree branches need to be pruned up to a
height of ten (10°) feet above the ground. Remove all
slash and debris from your property.

* Many naturally occurring plants in our area are
highly flammable and can fuel a wildfire. Removing
flammable native vegetation and replacing it with
low-growing vegetation and fire-resistive plants is

one of the easiest and most effective ways to create a
defensible space.

*  Make the placement of your house FireWise. Avoid
ridge tops, canyons and areas between high points on
a ridge. Choose a site away from heavily vegetated
areas. Use fire-resistive or non-combustible
construction material. Enclose the undersides of
balconies and decks. Cover all vents and chimneys
with a wire mesh to prevent sparks from entering
your home or leaving your chimney with the potential
to start a wildfire.

*  Smoke detectors save lives when properly installed
and maintained. Test your smoke detectors
weekly and replace the batteries twice a year (see
instructions on your smoke detectors). Clean your
smoke detectors once a year.

This fire mitigation discipline was submitted by Fire Mar-

shal Curtiss Kauffman (719-484-0911). The responsibili-

ties of the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
fire marshal include but are not limited to:

1. Reviewingall commercial plans for new construction,
remodeling and/or tenant finishes.

2. Fire inspections on all commercial buildings and all
schools in the fire district.

3. FireWise assessments at the homeowner’s request.

4. Fire prevention for schools and homes at the
homeowner’s request.

5. Review all new subdivisions coming into the fire
district.

6. Other duties as deemed necessary per the fire chief’s
direction.

seskstetesoskskokoskok

The next meeting of the Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protec-

tion District board will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 28, at

7 p.m. at Tri-Lakes Station 1, 18650 Highway 105 west of

Monument near the bowling alley. The board normally

meets the fourth Wednesday of each month. Information:

266-3367.

Now offering NFL Sunday
Ticket with Happy Hour
Specials All Day Sundays
and Mondays!
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' Penny Draft Beer!

Come in and try any of our 20 |

micro brews.on tap -and receive your

first draft beer for only a Penny!

Only one coupon per visit. Not valid with any other
offer.

Coupon good through- November 30, 2009.

I
No other purchase necessary! |
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Open 7 Days a Week - Breakfast Lunch, Dinner 6 am -9 pm
13860 Gleneagle Dr.

481-6446

Across from Loaf ‘n Jug

www.asecondcup.net

Support Our Community.

Shop Tri-Lakes.
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September Weather Wrap

By Bill Kappel
It was a bit of a tale of two months for September, with
summer holding tight through the early part of the second
week, then winter making an early appearance during the
third week. But fall wasn’t totally skipped, as we did have
some pleasant, crisp days mixed in as well.

his is about “normal” for the region, as September
is a transition month for us and we usually move pretty
quickly from summer to winter. And overall, the temper-
atures reflected the battle between seasons, with average
temperatures ending just a touch below normal. However,
precipitation was again back above average after a bit of
a lull in August.

September started off mild and drier than normal,
continuing the trend that we saw for much of August.
High temperatures reached into the low to mid-80s each
afternoon, with the exception of the 6th, when we only
hit the upper 70s. These temperatures were around five
degrees above normal for early September, making for a
nice Labor Day weekend to enjoy the outdoors. We did
have some isolated thunderstorms, but most of the time
it was dry.

The second week of September continued with warm
and dry conditions for the first few days as highs contin-
ued to hit the 80s on the afternoons of the 7th and 8th.
And typical of a summer pattern, isolated thunderstorms
developed during the afternoon. However, with the dry
air, significant rain didn’t reach the ground. A subtle
change moved in late on the 8th, as upslope flow behind
a cool front allowed low clouds to develop the next morn-
ing. This held highs in the 70s over the next few days.
Plenty of cloudy moved in as well, with a few areas of
showers and sprinkles.

A stronger cold front moved in during the early
morning of the 11th, but it took most of the day for the
moisture to fill in. By the evening it was cloudy and cold,
with rain and drizzle developing overnight. As the area of
low pressure responsible for this front moved closer to the
area from the northeast, rain and thunderstorms intensi-
fied during the day on Saturday, with most areas picking
up around an inch of soaking rain.

Temperatures were held down as well, only reaching
the low 60s. With all the moisture around from Saturday’s
rain, Sunday saw plenty of low clouds and fog through
early afternoon, before a little sunshine broke through.
However, clouds quickly built back in and a few thunder-
storms developed.

The week of the 14th started off mild, with highs hit-
ting the upper 70s and with the last bit of warmth to end
summer, scattered afternoon and evening thunderstorms
developed. Cooler conditions with low clouds and fog
in the morning moved back in on the 16th and 17th, but
this was short-lived. Sunshine and mild temperatures re-
turned again from the 18th through the 20th, but this time
big changes were soon to follow.

Right on cue, as the season turned from summer to
fall, our first major storm system was gathering strength
in the Northern Rockies and about to send some big
changes our way. An area of low pressure and cold tem-
peratures moved over the region and was “cut off” from
the main flow. This helped it stay put over the general
vicinity for a number of days and led to unsettled and cold
conditions.

Its first effects were felt as a powerful cold front
roared through during the afternoon of the 20th and
quickly dropped temperatures from the 70s to the 40s.
This front was followed by rain and thunder later that day.
Cold air continued to stream in as well, and by Monday
the 21st (the last day of summer) snow began to fall. Tem-
peratures struggled to hit the low 40s and dipped below
freezing for the first time in the season.

It was not much better the next day, as cold air and
scattered snow, some mixed with rain, stuck around for
Tuesday. Another burst of moisture circled around the
low pressure area, which was now stationed over the east-
ern plains of Colorado. This round of moisture brought
our heaviest snowfall, with snow off and on most of
Wednesday the 22nd.

At the peak, some areas had 1-2 inches covering
the ground, but because it was still September, the sun
was strong and the ground still warm, so the snow soon
melted. But that certainly doesn’t mean it was warm, as
high temperatures didn’t get out of the 30s all day. The
slow warming trend started on Thursday, but unsettled
conditions stuck around, with bouts of rain and snow af-

fecting the area through Friday morning.

Quiet and mild conditions returned just in time for
the last weekend of the month, with highs hitting the 70s
on Saturday and Sunday under mostly sunny skies. A
quick-moving cold front raced through during the 27th,
and temperatures were a good 20 degrees cooler on Mon-
day the 28th. But with plenty of sunshine, we warmed
back up quickly during the last two days of the month.
Winds kicked up quite a bit, though, on the 30th, gusting
over 40 mph at times, ahead of a storm that was moving
into the region from the west.

A look ahead

October can be an active weather month for the Tri-Lakes
region, with winter conditions often experienced. In fact,
for three of the last five years, weather around Halloween
has been cold and snowy. Remember the 6 to 15 inches of
snow that fell during 2004 from Halloween night through
Nov. Ist. Snow can be heavy at times during any part of
October, as when over 20 inches of snow fell Oct. 9-10th
in 2005, and 2006 saw over 24 inches of snow in less than
24 hours on Oct. 26th. The weather can also be very dry
and mild, so enjoy those days when you can.

For a complete look at monthly climate summaries for
the Tri-Lakes region, please visit www.thekappels.com/
ClimateSummary.htm.

September 2009 Weather Statistics

Average High 70.9° (-0.4)
100-year return frequency value max 77.5° min 63.5°
Average Low 39.6° (+0.1)
100-year return frequency value max 46.7° min 36.1°
Monthly Precipitation 2.24” (+0.617)
100-year return frequency value max 4.23” min 0.39”
Monthly Snowfall 1.5” (+0.6”)
Highest Temperature 85° on the 3rd

Lowest Temperature 29° on the 22nd, 23rd
Season to Date Snow 1.5” (+0.6”)

(the snow season is from July 1 to June 30)
Season to Date Precip. 7.80” (+0.72”)

(the pecip season is from July 1 to June 30)
Heating Degree Days 284 (+1)
Cooling Degree Days 0(-3)

For more detailed weather information and Climatol-
ogy of the Palmer Divide and Tri-Lakes region, please visit
Bill Kappel’s Weather Web page at www.thekappels.com/
Weather.htm.

Remember, weather affects all of us every day and
is a very important part of life for us in the Tri-Lakes
region, and we want to hear from you. If you see a unique
weather event or have a weather question, please contact
us at billkappel@ourcommunitynews.org.

Bill Kappel is a meteorologist and Tri-Lakes resident.

On a warm Labor Day, Kylee Wildasin of Glenealge
was able to enjoy a neighbor’s slip and slide. By
the end of the month the Tri-lakes area had days
of freezing temperatures,snow, and rain. Photo by
David Futey.
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Firewood For Sale
Hardwood & Softwood. Delivery or Pick-Up
Call Jeff at Sharpest Cut 491-4811
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Pampering
for a Princess
* Facials

* Waxing

* Reflexology

* Eye Treatments
* Scalp Massage

Oct. Special!

Pumpkin Enzyme
Facial and 1/2-hr.
massage.
Only $49!

Good through 10/31/09.
Gift certificates available.

Owner/Esthetician Noel Martinez

(719) 487-8586

15025 Roller Coaster Road
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Letters to Our Community

Letter Guidelines
Our Community News welcomes letters to the editor on
topics of general interest. The OCN editorial board has
established a policy that we do not knowingly print let-
ters that have appeared in substantially the same form
elsewhere.

Please identify your submission as a letter to the
editor and include your full name, home address, and day
and evening phone numbers. A limit of 300 words is rec-
ommended. Letters may be edited for length, grammar,
and accuracy. Send your letter to editor@ourcommunityn
ews.org or mail to Our Community News, P.O. Box 1742,
Monument, Colorado 80132-1742.

In response to problems receiving e-mail, if you send
your letter by e-mail, we will send an e-mail acknowl-
degement. If you do not receive an acknowledgement,
please call Susan Hindman at 481-8511 to confirm that we
have received your letter.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed in Letters to
Our Community should not be interpreted as the view
of OCN even when the letter writer is a reporter or other
volunteer for OCN.

Support the 3/50 Project

and local merchants
The following is from the 3/50 Project’s Web site,
www.the350project.net/home.html.

What three independently-owned businesses would
you miss if they disappeared? Stop in. Say hello. Pick up
something that brings a smile. Your purchases are what
keeps those businesses around.

If half the employed population spent $50 each
month in locally-owned independent businesses, it would
generate more than $42.6 billion in revenue. Imagine the
positive impact if three-fourths of the employed popula-
tion did that.

For every $100 spent in locally-owned independent
stores, $68 returns to the community through taxes,
payroll, and other expenditures. If you spend that in a
national chain, only $43 stays here. Spend it on-line and
nothing comes home.

The number of people it takes to start the trend: you.

Pick 3. Spend 50. Save your local economy.

Julie Bille

Why advertise now?

In tough economic times, businesses that continue
or expand their advertising take market share from
those that reduce or stop advertising. Businesses that
gain market share during downturns tend to keep that
increased market share when economic conditions
improve. Each percentage point of market share gained
during a recession is worth that much more as the
economy improves.

A McGraw-Hill study following the 1981-1982

Why advertise in OCN?

*  OCN is mailed free to every resident in the Tri-
Lakes area. We mail 12,500+ copies every month.
OCN reportedly has the third-largest circulation
of local newspapers in El Paso County after The
Gazette and the Colorado Springs Independent. We
put copies of OCN into the hands of those people
most likely to buy your products or services: local
residents.

* OCN is a primary source for Tri-Lakes area
news. For the past 7 years, OCN has been
presenting unbiased, detailed coverage of Tri-Lakes
area governmental entities and their deliberations
and actions. Credibility is key during tough times.
Adpvertising in a credible medium typically rubs off
on the advertisers in that media.

* OCN only takes ads from Tri-Lakes area
businesses. In OCN, your ad won’t be competing
for attention with ads from Colorado Springs
and Castle Rock. This policy was adopted at the
founding of OCN in 2001 as a way to help local
businesses like yours succeed.

* OCN’s low ad rates and monthly publication
schedule help stretch your ad budget. OCN has
the lowest ad cost per printed copy of any local
publication. Since OCN is a monthly publication,
your ad is out there for a month—more than four
times longer than other local papers. Many of our
advertisers tell us they’re still getting calls in the
third and fourth week of the month.

*  OCN does not use contracts: You aren’t tied down.
Adjust your advertising month-to-month to meet
your changing needs. Our advertisers advertise
with us because they see benefit in it, not because
they’re bound by a contract they signed months
before.

*  You are supporting a good thing: Your
advertising dollars support a unique all-volunteer,
Tri-Lakes-area-focused, nonprofit effort to present
factual, comprehensive news to all Tri-Lakes area
residents.

For advertising information, call John Heiser at 488-3455 or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

¢ Sarah Groh, Voice and Piano Lessons - “Your

e Annie Matchett, House for Sale - “Thanks to the ad

* Kathie Kaufer, Help Wanted for Family Reunion

e Mike Reaster, Guitar Lessons - “4ds in OCN work

* Meg Nash, Six Rocks Media - “We had a great

*  Lauren Bursell, The Dog House - “I generated a lot

recession found that from 1980 to 1985, companies
that maintained or increased their advertising typically
grew their sales 14 times more than companies that cut
back on advertising.

At least six studies conducted during recessionary
periods from 1960 to 1990 found the same correlation.

Smart business owners are not cutting back on their
advertising, but they are being careful about where they
invest their advertising dollars.

And the best reason of
all: It works!

paper has been the best press I have ever had.”

Iran in OCN, I sold my house in Woodmoor in one
month. It worked great!”

- “The ad yielded excellent results. Thanks!”

great for me. I tried other local papers and got no
response. Thanks to my ads in OCN, I can work
from home and make a decent living. All my work
comes from my ads in OCN.”

response from our ad in OCN.”

of business with my OCN ad, it paid for itself with
the first call I received!”

* Susan Walsh, The Walsh Company - “We
advertised in three Tri-Lakes newspapers this year.
Over 60% of those new clients obtained from these
three sources were from OCN. Thanks!”

* Karen Adams, Santa Fe Trail Jewelry - “4ds in OCN
really work. I know that because my customers tell
me they saw my ad in OCN.”

*  Monika Marky, Toys 4 Fun - “I advertised in many
local papers. The only one that got results was
OCN.”

e Chris Barto-Hallmark, Housekeeping - “In
one month, my ‘help wanted’ ad drew three or
four phone calls per day. The response to my
housekeeping ad brought in enough business to
keep the new hires busy.”

e Tommie Plank, Covered Treasures Bookstore -
“We get more coupons returned from OCN than
from any other paper.”

* Karen Evans, Northern Lights Dance Club - “We
got great response to our dance class ad in OCN.”

e Sarah Heckathorn, Animal Magnetism - “I can
always tell when OCN comes out. My phone just
rings off the hook.”

Open letter to kind strangers

Late morning on July 24, my dog was hit by a car on
Mount Herman Road. The circumstances are unimport-
ant, but the helpful response I received from people I
had never met was amazing. Without hesitation, people
stopped to see what they could do to help. Several people
tried to keep my dog calm. One man lifted my dog into
my car and made sure I'd be able to take her to the vet.
The man driving the car that hit her was incredibly upset
and would have helped me get care for her if my car hadn’t
been nearby.

I don’t know any of your names or how to contact you.
I would like to say thank you for stopping and caring and
helping. Mercedes, the black dog, is fine. She had scrapes,
bruises, and sore muscles, but no lasting injuries.

Again, thank you.
Anne Bevis

Thanks to a helpful person

Thanks again to the man and his family who helped me
fix my bike on Aug. 1 at the Rock House. We had all been
riding on the Santa Fe Trail and interacted a little along
the way. When we ended up at the Rock House for ice
cream, and I mentioned I was having trouble with my
bike wheel, he got out his tool set and set it to right—just
like that! Thank you so much for making my return trip
smoother than the one up the trail! There are such great
people out there in the world.

Lisa Hatfield

Wilson gets board member’s support
I was appointed to the school board in November of 2007
to a two-year term. Prior to joining, I knew the commu-
nity had some concerns and I wanted to address them. I
found the rest of the board members were as motivated
as [ was in resolving these issues. For the last two years,
the school board has spoken as one collective governing
body. We did not always agree, but we respected each
other’s opinions and constructively worked each issue.
You cannot spend the amount of time we have together
and not know what motivates each other. I know everyone
on the board wants to do what is best for our community
and our children.

Going into the election this fall, I would like to state
my support for Gail Wilson, who is running for another
term on the District 38 school board. Her knowledge of
education, especially early childhood education, makes
her a valued resource on the board. She understands
an education is the foundation for a person’s future and
should not be treated like a product on a production line.

I would encourage everyone to come out and meet
all the candidates at the District Accountability Advisory
Committee’s Meet the Candidates night on Thursday,
Oct. 8, at 6:30 p.m. at Prairie Winds Elementary School.
This will be a great opportunity to hear all the candidates
speak. I will be there and would love to talk with everyone
about our school district, of which I am very proud.
Mark Pfoff

Parent backs Wilson for School Board
I am writing this letter in support of Gail Wilson for Dis-
trict 38 School Board. Wilson currently holds a seat on the
D-38 School Board. She has proven herself to be both a
highly productive and proactive member of the board. She
has open communication with her constituents and is very
easily reached for comments or questions. She is always
willing to hear what the public has to say and does not shy
away from tough questions.

She has extensive experience in education as well as
a background in financing and fundraising for nonprofit
organizations. She has a comprehensive understanding
of school finance law and the operational guidelines for
Colorado School Boards and holds herself accountable to
those guidelines.

Wilson engages and supports the Tri-Lakes com-
munity, she supports teachers, and she questions finances
and budget while always acting on behalf of District 38
students. She has consistently demonstrated that the stu-
dents of D-38 are her number-one priority. She is a highly
regarded member of the District 38 School Board and one
who deserves re-election this November. Retaining Gail
Wilson is retaining a voice for our children and their edu-
cation during this tough economic time.

Cathy Wilcox
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Between The Covers at the Covered Treasures Bookstore

What’s new in the book world?

By the staff at Covered Treasures
This fall brings a rich harvest of enticing new titles for all
ages and interests. Following are just a sampling of those
available—some recent releases by best-selling authors
and several fresh approaches by first-time authors.

Cowboy & Wills: A Love Story

By Monica Holloway (Simon Spotlight Entertainment),
$24

In this exceptionally touching memoir, the author of
Driving with Dead People tells of the special connection
between her autistic son, Wills, and the cancer-stricken
golden retriever, Cowboy, who provided companionship,
confidence, and strength. Black-and-white photographs
throughout the book illustrate this true story.

The National Parks: America’s Best Idea

By Dayton Duncan and Ken Burns (Alfred A. Knopf),
$50

America’s National Parks sprang from an idea as radi-
cal as the Declaration of Independence: that the nation’s
most magnificent and sacred places should be preserved,
not for royalty or the rich, but for everyone. In this beau-
tifully illustrated narrative, Burns and Duncan delve
into the history of the park idea, from the creation of
the world’s first national park at Yellowstone in 1872,
through the most recent additions, to a system that now
encompasses nearly 400 sites and 84 million acres. This
is a companion volume to Burns’ 12-hour PBS series.

Catching Fire

By Suzanne Collins (Scholastic), $17.99

In the second novel of her Hunger Games trilogy, Collins
continues the story of Katniss Everdeen, testing her more
than ever before and surprising readers at every turn.
With a blend of suspense, science fiction and romance,
the book will appeal to its young adult audience—and to
many older adults as well.

The Sequoia Seed:

Remembering the Truth of Who You Are

By Karen Wright (Bibliocast), 315

In a profound discussion of everyday challenges, Wright
captures humanity’s journey of spiritual awakening. Her
words embrace us as we walk through the fires of change
and show how crises and tragedies can destroy us, or they
can lead to the deeper truth of what life can be. She en-
courages the reader to seek not just money, but meaning;
not just ego, but spirit.

Dewey: There’s a Cat in the Library!
By Vicki Myron & Bret Witter (Little, Brown & Co.),
$16.99

Based on Myron’s best-selling true story, this delightful
children’s picture book tells the hilarious and heartwarm-
ing story of how Dewey learns what it takes to be the best
library cat of all. Found in the public library book drop
slot on the coldest night of the year, this tiny, shivering,
dirty kitten is adopted by the librarian and named Dewey
Readmore Books. He loves his new home, but when he
discovers the library’s littlest visitors like to chase him,
pull his tail, and squeeze him extra tight, he wonders if he
is truly cut out for his new job.

Half Broke Horses

By Jeanette Walls (Scribner), $25

This is the true-life story of Lily Casey Smith, a resource-
ful, no-nonsense, compelling grandmother. At 6, she was
helping her father break horses. At 15, she left home to
teach in a frontier town—riding 500 miles on her pony,
alone, to get to her job. She learned to drive a car and fly
a plane, and with her husband ran a vast ranch in Ari-
zona. She raised two children, one of whom is Jeanette’s
memorable mother, Rosemary Smith Walls, unforgettably
portrayed in The Glass Castle. Lily survived tornadoes,
droughts, floods, the Great Depression, and a most heart-
breaking personal tragedy. She bristled at prejudice of all
kinds—against women, Native Americans, and anyone
else who didn’t fit the mold.

Ring of Fire

By P.D. Baccalario (Random House), $16.99

In the first book of the Century quartet young adult series,
Baccalario begins a mystery that will take four cities and
four extraordinary kids to solve. Harvey from New York,
Mistral from Paris, Sheng from Shanghai, and Elettra
from Rome find themselves thrown together with a brief-
case of clues that take them all over Rome in search of the

Support Our Community.
Become an OCN volunteer!

Some of our readers may not realize
that OCN is the product of volunteers. If
you like the contribution OCN makes to
our community, now is the time to step
forward and help us provide accurate
information each month to over 13,000
Tri-Lakes area households and businesses.

We need additional reporters to help
cover meetings of local governmental
bodies. The reporting assignment is "What
did they talk about and what did they
decide?" If you get down the facts, OCN’s
skilled copy editors will help you refine
your article for publication.

Like to take pictures? We need digital,
glide, or print photos to illustrate future
articles.

We also need various other kinds of
help including preparing the mailing.

If you can spare a few hours to help
make an important difference in our
community, please contact John Heiser at

719-488-3455 or

johnheiser@ourcommunitynews.org.
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elusive Ring of Fire, an ancient object so powerful that
legend says even a Roman emperor couldn’t control it.

When the leaves and the temperatures start falling, it’s
a good idea to keep an inviting new book close at hand.
Until next month, happy reading!

Around The House, Inc.

Home Maintenance & Repair Phone: 719-482-5885
Licensed and Insured E-mail: kirtab33@yahoo.com

Kirt Byerly, Owner

Call today for your honest, reliable,
efficient and prepared handyman!
Free estimates

B H
WY

Attn: Small Business Owners

Are you making the most of your life? Do you
feel in touch with your true soul purpose?
How balanced are the various aspects of
your life (physical, mental, emotional,
social, spiritual)? And, most importantly,

IS your business in sync

Wanted: Volunteers for a new spiritual and

synergistic coaching program.  business |, |
Paula Taylor 719.238.4706 °°Y°°%L

Child Care in a Loving Family Home

Licensed daycare provider in Jackson Creek
Across from Creekside Middle School
¢ Full-time and part-time
7 ¢ Before and after school
¢ Night care & weekends also available
¢ Openings include 0-5 yr. olds

Call Carmen at 1-719-404-4172

ro)

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
COMMUNITY THEATER

970 North Gate Blvd. Colorado Springs, CO 80921

JANE AUSTEN'S

(4

a new musical play by Karen Hamer

NOVEMBER 4 ~14, 2009

TICKETS $10.00*
AVAILABLE AT
WWW.PRIDEANDPREJUDICE2009.NET

Suitable for ages 10 through adult ~ *Service Fee Not Included
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High Country Highlights

The well-diversified garden

By Kathy Green, Guest Columnist
Take a drive around almost any neighborhood in the
United States, and you’ll see the same thing. Yards are all
green and boring, each having a nicely mown lawn, a few
shrubs, some juniper or pine trees, a nice ornamental tree
or two and some petunias or other annuals for color.

Then every once in a while, your eyes will be drawn
to a yard that is different—and it’s easy to see why. It has
many types of flowers, herbs, shrubs, and trees with a
small but functional area given to grass. These two types
of yards are different in many ways, with the first rely-
ing on us to take care of it, and the second taking care of
itself.

The first type of yard represents a monoculture of
plants, while the second has diversity. A monoculture ex-
ists when the same type of plant is used extensively in a
given space, whether that is a garden, a yard, a neighbor-
hood or a city. It’s kind of like putting all your money into
one stock. When the stock is performing well, life’s good.
But when the stock tanks, you potentially lose everything.
The plant kingdom is the same.

Plant hundreds or thousands of the same type of tree,
and if a pest or disease comes along that is specific to that
tree, all the trees you planted will die. The plight of the
Dutch elm and the ponderosa pine are two great exam-

ples. Millions of Kentucky blue grass lawns suffer every
year from pests and diseases that thrive in the monocul-
ture that is the American lawn. So, to keep them looking
perfect we rely on lots of artificial fertilizers, pesticides,
and herbicides and reach for the “bug spray” whenever a
blade of grass is inflicted with something.

What makes a diversified garden/yard better than
a monoculture? There are many things—sustainabil-
ity, pest and disease resistance, providing food for many
types of insects, birds, wildlife and people, feeding the
“soil web,” better use of water resources, and little to no
dependence on fertilizer, pesticides, and herbicides.

Designing a well-diversified garden is easier than
you might think and costs less in the long run than large
swaths of green grass. Most importantly, a diversity of
plants is much better for you, your neighborhood, and the
planet. Having many different plants does not just mean
throwing a bunch of them together and calling it a gar-
den. As with all the best garden designs, planning before
planting is one of the most important things you need.

Choose plants that encourage pollinators, provide
food and shelter for beneficial insects, and cover the
ground with living mulch that prevents weeds. Beneficial
insects and pollinators are extremely important inhabit-
ants of a well-diversified garden, because they take care

of most other problems. In our world where 96 percent
of the insects are beneficial or benign, it makes no sense
to spray insecticides to eliminate pests, when the “good
bugs” are always hungry for supper!

When designing your garden or yard, it’s important
to have enough different types of plants to help control
pests, provide food, and still be beautiful. For each plant
you want to include in your garden, ask yourself four
things: 1) Does the plant provide food, shelter, or pollen?
2) Does the plant have natural resistance to pests and/or
diseases? 3) Does the plant provide more than one season
of interest? 4) Can the plant thrive without lots of supple-
mental water once it is established?

If you answered “yes” for at least three of these ques-
tions, consider the plant for your garden or yard. If not,
move on to the next plant. There are literally thousands
of plants that will have “yes” answers and will grow in
our planting zones, so take the time to seek them out and
plant them! Who knows, you might not even miss that sea
of green that was once your front lawn.

Kathy Green is a Garden Designer and Garden Coach

who has gardened in Woodmoor for the past 12 years.

She owns All Things in Nature, LLC and would love to
hear from you at www.allthingsinnature.com.

Bird Watch on the Palmer Divide

Prothonotary warbler

A drawing by Elizabeth Hacker of a Prothonotary
warbler. A color version of this drawing is posted at
www.ourcommunitynews.org/v9n10bird.htm.

Join Us for a Wine Tasting
and Silent Auction to Benefit
GOLDEN RETRIEVER
FREEDOM RESCUE

(GRFR) Fiandios Elvons,
All proceeds go directly to help transport,
treat, foster, and adopt our wonderful dogs.
Sun., Oct. 4,4 - 6 pom., Sundance Mountain
Lm{_qe, 1865 Woodmoor Drive, Monument.
Cost: $30

For more iqformation and to yurcﬁase tickets online, go to
www.goldenretrieverfreedom.org
To purchase by check, call (303) 749-8499 or Ann at
(719) 651-1268. Wine Tasting by Dirk the Wine Seller.
Stay after the event and enjoy dinner at Oakley’s
Restaurant at Sundance Mountain Lodge.

By Elizabeth Hacker
As summer transitions into fall, songbirds have begun
their long migration to warmer regions. While many
typical songbirds have left this region, the fall migration
can also be a time of discovery as uncommon birds stop
here.

Sept. 19 was a mild day, and my husband, Randy,
and I met up with naturalist Ken Pals and his Birding 202
class for an early morning field trip. We began our day
at the Big Johnson Reservoir and moved over to Foun-
tain Creek Nature Reserve, where we observed about
30 species of birds. At 11 a.m. as we were wrapping up,
we stopped beside a murky pond and heard the “Tweet,
tweet, tweet” call of a warbler. At first we thought it might
be the Wilson’s warbler, a fairly common songbird here,
and in fact we did see one. But Ken noted that this call
seemed a little different.

Then a few of us saw a little yellow bird flitting in and
out of the brush about 5 feet from the edge of the pond.
Once we got a good look at it, we saw its bluish wings and
were able to identify it as a prothonotary warbler, which
hasn’t been reported here for many years.

This woodland warbler is a neo-tropical passerine,
or perching bird, that inhabits wet woodlands and slow-
moving streams in the Midwest, Middle Atlantic states,
and Southeast. It winters in Central and South America
and migrates directly across the Gulf of Mexico. The pro-
thonotary warbler is an accidental vagrant in Colorado
and is only occasionally seen in the fall.

This striking warbler acquired its name from 18th-
century Louisiana Creoles who thought the bird’s plum-
age resembled the golden robes of the protonotarius, a
Catholic Church official who advised the pope, and this
certainly would apply to this little warbler with its bril-
liant yellow head and chest. The male and female pro-
thonotary warbler look very much alike, but the male is
a little brighter. This species is one of the most colorful
birds in North America and is one of only two warblers
that are secondary cavity nesters.

The male prothonotary warbler arrives before the
females to establish nesting territories and builds “false”
nests adorned with moss to attract females. It is not clear
why the males build these “dummy” nests, but when the
females arrive a few days later, the males will display in
front of their artificial nests. I can imagine this might be
quite comical.

The actual nest is often located in an abandoned
woodpecker hole lined with fine hair and soft grasses by
the female. The nest is always located near to or over wa-
ter. The female lays as many as seven eggs and incubates

them for 12 days. The young hatch naked and helpless.
Both parents tend to the young for about 20 days, at which
time the fledglings begin to venture from the nest. It is to
the chicks’ advantage that they can swim short distances
by flapping their wings, as they often fall into the water
before they learn to fly.

Once the fledglings leave the nest, the parents divide
them into two groups and each parent feeds one group for
up to 30 days. When the juveniles are flight-ready and able
to forage on their own, they gather into small flocks. The
parents then may mate again and raise a second brood.

Like all warblers, the prothonotary warbler doesn’t
stay in one spot for more than an instant. It flits up and
down and in and out of the brush. Fortunately it moves
about in the same general area, so once we got it in our
sights we were able to get a pretty good look at it, but we
had to hold our binoculars steady and stand in one spot
for quite awhile.

Ken Pals told us that migrating birds may stay in the
region for several days, so Randy and I went back the
following morning to see it again. Imagine our surprise
when we got to the pond and it was surrounded by birders
with scopes and long telephoto lenses pointed at the loca-
tion we had seen the prothonotary warbler the previous
day. Many of these observers got wonderful photos, but
we were unable to get close enough to see it again.

Pals offers birding classes twice a year, and I have en-
joyed taking both of them more than once. He generously
donates the proceeds from these classes to the Friends
of El Paso County Parks. If you’re interested in enroll-
ing in one of his classes, contact him at 719-520-6387 or
kenpals@elpasoco.com.

Be a better birder
In a recent Birder’s World magazine, noted author and
birder extraordinaire Peter Dunne stated that good bird-
ers—even great ones—are made, not born, and suggested
the following ways to become a better birder:

Don’t just go birding, learn about the birds. Invest in
good equipment. Go birding a lot; bird with better birders
(like Ken Pals or join Aiken Audubon Society) but also
look for birds on your own. Learn from your mistakes.
Read everything. But most importantly, have fun!

Elizabeth Hacker is an artist whose limited-edition bird
prints are available online at her Web site, www.Elizab
ethHackerArt.com. Proceeds from the sale of her prints
are donated to habitat preservation. She welcomes com-
ments and questions at elizabethhacker66@yahoo.com
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Art Matters

The thought leaders

By Janet Sellers

An image in our mind has a powerful influence on us.
Words and text have some sway, but images, especially
movies, have a tremendous sweep on our minds and
memories. We can read endless articles on an issue, and
let it go past us. But, let a cartoon, photo, or film clip pass
our vision, and our mind records it as close to a real ex-
perience.

As creatures of vision and visual experience, we tend
to believe what we think we see and play along first, then
reconsider in terms of how far to take a visual notion. A
nation’s—and trickling down to a town’s—personality
and love of place is identified by its creative community
as well as its politics. And politicians are taking notice of
the arts as a utility.

Last summer, the White House via the National
Endowment for the Arts called together a group of art-
ists and “made asks” of these artists saying,”You are the
thought leaders; you are the ones that ... tell our country
and our young people sort of what to do and what to be in
to ... what’s cool and what’s not cool ....”” and asked the art-
ists to “continue to get involved in those things, to support
some of the president’s initiatives ... to do things that we
are passionate about and to push the president and push
his administration.”

The “asks” at the tele-conference also included: “And
then my ask would be to apply artistic, you know, your
artistic creative communities utilities and bring them to
the table.”

So the arts as utility, then? Wouldn’t it be amusing to
take that tri-colored campaign poster that said “hope” and
put the word “think™ there instead?! How far would that
go politically? The arts can bring in attention, memory,
and meaning to an otherwise forgettable event or move-
ment.

Using the arts is what politicians have done for ages,

and we let them, hands open and minds closed. Unless we
use our visual and artistic sensibility to think as we look.
This comes from close association with art, artists, and
creative works. We can’t be fooled or lulled into going
along with a political agenda when we know what is going
on. We can know what we are getting into, and are aware
of to what we will belong and be human with in terms of
the impact of the arts and thinking.

How does this affect us here in our local arts com-
munity? Are we immune to the national pressures and
sway of the arts giants? We are not as immune as we may
pretend, and yet, with applied intelligence, we can check
inside “us” and decide where our arts support will go lo-
cally. The arts make it fun to go to a place. They can also
make our children a lot smarter, too. Locally and nation-
ally ... in the whole world ... now.

The arts make a place attractive and approachable.
The arts enrich a place to become “a best-loved place,”
which is currently being studied for economic improve-
ments to communities. The local art is a lot more fun and
memorable at the unique, personal, and creatively ar-
ranged local shops. It is a personality thing. It’s a belong-
ing thing. It’s a human thing. And, it is powerful.

Fall arts events in Tri-Lakes

The Art Hops ended in September, but that means the Oc-
tober art events will bring on the gifting season in style.
We’ll have our own celebrations each month, and our an-
nual art banners will be up as well in Historic Monument.
It is located between Beacon Lite Road and Front Street
from east to west, and Second and Third Streets from
south to north. Each gallery and all the shops-with-art
welcome you—some are new, some are in a new place.

Prickly Pear interiors shop moved to Second Street
at the Alley, so Second Street has yet another art-inspired
place to drop in and enjoy. What else can we notice in
town?

Monument Art Hop concludes

By David Futey

Sept. 17 marked the finale of the Monument Art Hop for
the 2009 season. At Covered Treasures Bookstore, artist
Leslie Bernsen, above seated next to her work titled Song
Bird, displayed an array of her works, including jewelry,
charms, and acrylic-on-paper art. Through the Web site,
winndevon.com, Bernsen offers posters made from her
paper art designs, which have been sold internationally.

Also at Covered Treasures were Monument authors
Mary Stern and Laura E. Reeve (L to R in the right-hand
photo above), who were available to discuss their latest
publications. Stern’s first book, titled Where Did All the
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another successful year

Animals Go?, takes us along for a hike with a grandmoth-
er, her dog and grandson on Mount Herman. Stern said
she wrote the story to encourage children to read and to
get them outdoors and go on a hike. A portion of the sales
from her book goes toward Reach Out and Read Colo-
rado. Stern will release her second book in November of
this year.

Reeve, a former Air Force officer, was promoting her
2008 book release, Peacekeeper, along with Vigilante, to
be released in October. The books are a fusion of Reeve’s
military experience and her lifelong interest in science
fiction.

%ﬂ %%0, B.M., M.S.

The Juilliard School
New York, NY

Piano Performance & Instruction
BEGINNER to ADVANCED

719-337-7742

www.ginaforeropiano.com

Many of our local shops now have art for sale and art
to view. Some also have art classes and demonstrations
from time to time. A stroll through the area frequently
holds a surprise venue. It seems that every time I go into
the town and walk on our beautiful autumn days, I find
a new place that just popped up or started showing off
some art.

A new venue to the area is offering art this season:
Luna Salon (two doors north of High Country Store) at
263 Washington St. has an outdoor scupture garden and
indoor art gallery for patrons to enjoy indoors as well as
outdoors. I like to drop by and say “hi” (and I do take a
chocolate from the dish) and see what’s new there.

Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts will be offering its
fall classes and art shows, of course. We can look forward
to the annual TCLA member artists’ show and sale Oct.
5-31. This show highlights the fine artists who are mem-
bers and support the center in myriad ways, especially
creatively! Fall classes will include many mediums in
hands-on art, as well as a book-related session of the
Artist’s Way course in creativity, and other art/creativity
related reading. The center can be reached at (719) 481-
0475, at www.trilakesarts.org or drop by the big, sunny
yellow building at 304 Highway 105 across from the lake
in the Town of Palmer Lake.

Where else in town can you find some art to make
you feel good, just for that purpose? Send in your answers
and I’ll put them in Art Matters!

Janet Lee Sellers is an American painter, sculptor and
writer working in the mediums of canvas, concrete/
mixed media, and paper. Her work supports natural

habitat for rural and urban wild (and human) life.
Info: artspa@mac.com or www.janetsellers.org.

Monument School

of Fine Arts
Art Classes for All Ages

dream it! Do it!

Top quality art instruction for children and adults.
Sign up today and choose your class: Drawing,
Watercolor, Acrylic, Oil. Monthly classes at
www.JanetSellers.org or

Call Janet at (719) 213-8658

Crafters Wanted

for the 4" Annual North Pole
at Tri-Lakes Craft Show
Dec. 5-6, LP Middle School.
8ponsored by Monument Hill Sertoma.
Info: Call Bill at 278-8393
or Bonnie at 651-1946

Zeeling Overwhelmed? f

Learn techniques to improve
mood, and increase energy
in a fun, relaxed atmosphere

Tharsdays:

Cet 1574 - fov 19t (490 for & weeks)

morning group: 10:00am - 11:15am
evening group: 6:00pm - 7:15pm

pgg,';{mﬁwm\\;
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annre k. Campanare, LPC

755 Hwy 105 Suite 2-E
Falmer Lake, O 80133
(in the West End Center )
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Snapshots of Our Community

Dakota Blonde returns to TLCA, Sept. 12

By David Futey

Falling overwhelmingly in the category
of better late than never, Dakota Blonde
made their long-awaited 2009 appear-
ance at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts
(TLCA) on Sept. 12. An April snow-
storm, which caused the cancellation of
the originally scheduled show, delayed
their appearance a few months but did
not dampen the enthusiasm the band re-
ceived from the assembled Tri-Lakes area
“Blonde Heads.”

A near-capacity crowd gathered for
Dakota Blonde’s fourth appearance at the
TLCA, and it was treated to the breadth of
the band’s musical talents. The intimacy
of the TLCA venue lends to the band’s
ease in engaging the audience through

related about the April storm that can-
celled the concert. While driving in the
blizzard in search of a wireless connection
to inform the TLCA of the cancellation,
she eventually used a Wi-Fi connection at
a Safeway, moments before it closed, to
relay the cancellation message.

The band performed selections from
their four released CDs and covers such
as “Walk Like an Egyptian.” By the end
of the night, the band’s solid performance
left the audience with a hope that Dakota
Blonde’s next TLCA appearance will be
sooner rather than later. Information about
Dakota Blonde can be found at their Web
site (http://dakotablonde.com/). Informa-
tion on upcoming events at the TLCA is at
www.trilakesarts.org.

song and conversation. The latter was

. . , exemplified by the story Mary Huckins
(L-R) Don Pinnella, Mary Huckins, and Tony Raddell. Photo by David Futey.

NEPCO discusses HOA legal issues, Sept. 12

Left: Renowned attorney Lenard Rioth is addressing _—
legal issues faced by homeowners’ assocation at the
NEPCO meeting, Sept. 12. Photo by John Heiser.

The Northern El Paso County Coalition of Community
Associations (NEPCO) meets on the second Saturday
every other month. Their next meeting will be held Nov.
14, 10 a.m. at the New Monument Town Hall and Police
Building, 645 Beacon Lite Road. At that meeting, El Paso
County Commissioner Wayne Williams will address lo-
cal issues.

NEPCO’s mission is to facilitate communication
and interaction among the homeowners’ associations and
residential areas of northern El Paso County in order to
exchange ideas on topics of common interest to the con-
stituent associations and to develop collective responses
to the county and towns on issues affecting the quality of
life of NEPCO member associations.

For more information, visit www.nepco.org or call
Bob Swedenburg at 481-2723

The Woodmoor Business Fair Sept. 13
drew about 25 vendors representing
everything from real estate, home
repair, health insurance, dog sitting
and animal care, to jewelry sales.
Left: Jan Santino displaying Silpata
jewelry. Center: Real estate agent
Claire Boyton of the Platinum Group
displaying homes for sale in Woodmoor.
Right: Warren Santino talking to a man
about insurance. Photos by Elizabeth
Hacker.

Moisture in Your Windows?
Proven Repair Process Saves 50% or more

Owner-Care Horse Space
For Lease

Private stall, pasture, tack room and inside hay

storage for multiple horses. Available now.
North of Monument at 1-25 and County Line
Road. $100 each per month plus electricity in
winter. Minimum $300.

Call Paul at (719) 487-1327.

TheGlassGuru.com

Dual-pane Moisture Removal
Water Stain Removal & Scratch Removal
New Glass, Windows, Doors & Screens

(719) 488-1294
13792 Gleneagle Drive

bind your design style

Design Wise Interiors

"1\
54':-:1.1- Spel ._:..-r' ii‘j
Intence Designer (718 2374348
hlnﬂq?mﬂn'ﬂf'ﬁt{m.tm s Deign'Wael olowds . com
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Tri-Lakes Cares’ thrift shop grand openmg, Sept 18

By Bernard L. Minetti

The Hangers Thrift Shop, which will be
one of the funding sources for Tri-Lakes
Cares, had its grand opening Sept. 18.
Located at 341 Front St. in downtown
Monument, the new store features
ample parking in a safe environment.
At this time the streets surrounding the
store are under construction, but access
is still convenient for customers and
item donors.

When it’s time to clean out the clos-
et or clear out the garage, simply bring
the items to the east door of the location.
Sandy Bauers, who is the site manager,
will be happy to accept your donations.
The store has 23 volunteers to help with
the store operation. Their efforts help
to fund the Tri-Lakes Cares primary
operation, which provides assistance
to those with needs. Executive Director
Debbie Swanson stated that Tri-Lakes
Cares works to improve people’s lives
by providing emergency assistance,
self-sufficiency programs, and other
social services.

When you visit the shop, you will
notice that great care has been taken to

lay out the merchandise in an extremely
neat and efficient manner. It is fascinat-
ing just to walk the aisles and explore
the merchandise. My wife and I came
to cover the opening and found our-
selves purchasing some items that were
extremely hard to find and that we had
wanted for some time.

Take a few minutes to drop by and
check out this new store.

Right: Preparing to cut the ribbon
during the grand opening of the
Hangers Thrift Shop are (L to R)
David T. Van Ness, Executive
Director of the Tri-Lakes Chamber of
Commerce; El Paso County District
1 Commissioner, Wayne Williams;
Debbie Swanson, Executive
Director of Tri-Lakes Cares; Sandy
Bauers, store manager; Scott
Campbell, President of Tri-Lakes
Cares; Ken Valdez, Chamber
Board member and Farmers
Insurance executive; Jack Fry and
John Anderson, Tri Lakes Cares
board members. Photo by Bernard
Minetti.

Monument Hill Sertomans clean up 1-25, Sept. 19

Above (L to R): Sertoma volunteers Ed Thomlinson,
Jim Murphy, Rich Schlueter, and Judith Thomas. The

volunteers cleaned up [-25 between County Line and the Spring.

45TH ANNUAL

November 5 - 8, 2009

9 a.m.-8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday
10 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Sunday

BLACK FOREST COMMUNITY CENTER
(Black Forest Road just north of Shoup Road)
719-495-3217 (show hours only)

New items arriving throughout show

The Black Forest Arts & Crafts Guild is a Colorado nonprofit organization.
A portion of sale proceeds will benefit the
Black Forest Arts & Crafts Guild Scholarship Fund
and the Black Forest community.

**** Because of fire regulations, no strollers, please! ****

Road and Highway 105. Monument Hill Sertoma Photos and information by Bob Wickham, Highway
conducts these clean-ups twice each year in the Fall  Clean-up Chairman.

| Harvest @ Crop Of Fun! _1

Please join us for our annual =

Harvest Fes'cuval

GAMES, FOOD:, ¢ FUN
in @ Safe envirohment
¢ Did we mention FREE!
“1. 6-8 pm, Wed., Oct 28"
Monhument Hill Church
18725 Monhument Hill Rd.
IhfO: ¢81-2156 Or
mMhCVBS@
gmail.com
Please ho sCary
costumes!
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Concert in the Park series receives Governor’s Award

1

CONCERTS IN

Monument's yoga studio & shop

Yoga Pathways
Studio ¥

Beginning, Continuing, Gentle, &
Private Therapeutic Yoga Classes

elebrations Workshop
with Robin Kissinger

Details for all events and classes:

www.yogapathwaysstudio.com
Raleigh 481-4137 or Sue 660-7858

New hours at Sattvic Stuff Yoga Shop
www.sattviestuff.com or 481-0599

Noelle Adult Day Care
k- Specializing in
' . Alzheimers and
Dementia Care

Quiet country setting,
home-cooked meals,
and day activities in

Black Forest.

New families receive four to
32 hours of FREE care.

Licensed, Experienced,
Transportation Available

201-0724
www.noelleadultdaycare.com

(R-L) Sweet Revenge, consisting of band members Hal Young, lead guitar and vocals, Evonne Young, lead
vocals, Woody Woodworth, rhythm guitar and vocals, and ‘Doc’ Shiffer, filling in on bass guitar this evening,
closed out Monument’s Concert in the Park series. Photo by David Futey.

By David Futey
After being rained out on their originally scheduled date,
Sweet Revenge drew the 2009 Concert in the Park series
to a close on Sept. 5. During the concert, it was announced
that the Concert in the Park series had been selected for
Best Promotional Event in the 2009 Governor’s Awards
for Downtown Excellence.

The awards, sponsored by Downtown Colorado Inc.,
have been presented each year since 2003 and highlight
“outstanding projects and people that reflect an attitude
of perseverance and dedication to community revitaliza-
tion in Colorado.” The award was formally presented at a
gala held on Sept. 24. The judges who selected the concert
series said the project was an “Amazing story! Innovative
incremental success, grassroots community with wide
involvement.”

Vicki Mynhier, the Town of Monument’s director of
Downtown Development, submitted the award applica-
tion with assistance from Woody Woodworth, owner of
Home & Country Garden, Tommie Plank, owner of Cov-
ered Treasures Bookstore, and Cathy Green, Monument
town manager.

The Concert in the Park series had a very simple
beginning, but “perseverance” and “dedication” by many
have made it a success. In 1999, Woodworth and friend
Jody Adams played in the courtyard area on Second
Street in Monument, drawing over 40 people who danced
and listened to the performance on a warm summer eve-
ning.

Given the response, Woodworth petitioned the town
of Monument to use Limbach Park for future concerts.
Permission was granted by the town, and two other con-
certs were performed that year. In 2000, five concerts
were held and sponsorship was received from the Historic
Monument Merchant’s Association (HMMA). A flatbed
trailer was donated for a stage and a canopy was made
so bands could play, rain or shine. The Town of Monu-
ment waived fees and provided electrical hookups for the
stage.

Starting in 2002 and for the following five years, the
Coffee Cup Café provided food during the concerts, with
proceeds going toward the building of a band shell. The
HMMA joined in this fundraiser for the band shell, as
members baked cookies and sold drinks, and donations
were received from members of the Monument commu-
nity. The combination of these and other activities eventu-
ally raised $13,000 for construction of the shell. The band
shell was placed on the town’s 2007 capital improvement
plan, and construction was completed on July 7, 2008.

A tradition of passing the hat among concert attend-
ees, to show their appreciation and help pay the bands for
their performance, was started early in the concert series.
This tradition, coupled with crowds growing to over 500
per concert enabled Woodworth to draw in and schedule
local and national performers. Interest by performers in
the concert series culminated with six concerts being
performed this past summer, the most in the nine-year
history of the series.

Support Our Community
Shop Tri-Lakes
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September and October library events

By Harriet Halbig
September at the library ushers in the season of All Pikes
Peak Reads (http//ppld.org/aboutyourlibrary/events/
appr2009). This year’s program, a futuristic theme, of-
ficially began on Sept. 20 at a kick-off event at America
the Beautiful Park.

Teen patrons who read APPR selections “Rocket
Boys” or “Have Space Suit Will Travel” and submit a
review will receive a bag or a Frisbee for their efforts.

In September, about 150 patrons attended the Chal-
lenger Learning Center’s Stellar Portal and visited with a
group of uniformed storm troopers who posed for photos
and helped at the circulation desk. We were excited to
have them on hand, especially since ours was one of five
events they had scheduled for the weekend, including two
charity walks.

On Sept. 16, community leaders from business,
education, civic, and library circles met to begin plan-
ning and brainstorming ideas about the future of the
Monument Branch. Presentations were made by Pikes
Peak Library District Executive Director Paula Miller,
Associate Directors John Courtney and Dee Vazquez,
PPLD Foundation Director Dolores Fowler and Board of
Trustees member Kathleen Owings. If you are interested
in helping with this project or sharing your input, please
contact Jean Harris (488-2370) or Dolores Fowler (531-
6333 ext. 2205).

For our young patrons, the Paws to Read program at
the Monument Branch continues from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30
p-m. on Wednesdays, and now will also be on Mondays
from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The Life Circles writing group held its first meeting
on Sept. 21 and will continue to meet on the first and third
Monday of each month at 10:30 a.m. to pursue its goals
of writing memoirs. New members are welcome. Please
contact the branch to register if interested.

Several All Pikes Peak Reads events are scheduled at
the Monument Branch for October:

e There will be a showing of the film “October Sky” at

the branch on Oct. 9 from 2 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

The Monument Branch will host “A Nose for Space”
on Saturday, Oct. 10 at 1:30 p.m. This event is an
original performance by the Manitou Art Theatre,
directed by Birgitta De Pree. World-class clown
Jim Jackson will return as Mr. Guffaw, a hapless
inventor who dreams of traveling into space and
sets out to build a rocket ship. The resulting Rube
Goldberg Rocket Machine will be constructed on
stage, accompanied by space-age music by Benjamin
Pratt. The show explores all the necessary and not so
necessary items needed for space travel and is packed
with scientific data about space, the solar system, the
moon, and astronauts.

On Oct. 16 the Monumental Readers will discuss
“People of the Book” by Geraldine Brooks. New
members are welcome, and registration is not
required. The program begins at 10 a.m.

On Oct. 17 from 9:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. the branch
will host the AARP mature safe driving program,
designed for drivers 50 and older. Graduates may
present their course completion certificate to their
insurance agent for a discount. Charge for the course
is $12 for AARP members and $14 for nonmembers.
Registration is required and class size is limited.

On Oct. 23 teens and tweens are invited to Cosmic
Bling Bling, an All Pikes Peak Reads event. Come
between 3 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. to create your own
cosmic decorations, bracelets or necklaces, or
“alientastic” decorations for your cell phone,
backpack, hat, shoes, and hair.

On Oct. 24 from 3 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. the Monument
branch will present Not So Scary Stories for patrons
ages 4 to 9. Hear some sort of spooky stories and
make a craft. Costumes encouraged.

On Oct. 28, attend Read It Before You See It. For ages
7-12, there is a discussion, an activity, popcorn, and a
drawing for movie tickets to go see the movie, “The
Fantastic Mr. Fox.” Registration is required. Call the

kMt TR 18 m

Above left: Cassandra Marshall and Norman Black of Challenger Learning
Center. Above right: Nathan Hollenbaugh and Marcus Lyons meet the storm
troopers. Right: PPLD Trustee Kathleen Owings and Associate Director for
Adminstration John Courtney amswered questions. Photos by Harriet Halbig.

branch at 488-2370 or drop by to register.

On display during October is Drawn West—Mapping the
Way to Colorado from the Louisiana Purchase to State-
hood, a fascinating display of maps from PPLD’s special
collections and the Library of Congress.

In the display case will be Empty Bowls, a display
of handmade pottery in recognition of the Empty Bowls
Supper sponsored by Monument Hill Sertoma and ben-
efiting Tri-Lakes Cares.

Palmer Lake library events
The Palmer Lake Branch is happy to announce expanded
hours for the Paws to Read program. Paws to Read dogs
will be at the branch on Saturday, Oct. 3 from 11 a.m. to
noon and on Thursday the 15th from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30
p-m. Let your child practice reading and build fluency by
reading to a Paws to Read dog. No registration required.

Two All Pikes Peak Reads events are scheduled for
the Palmer Lake Library in October. On Oct. 15 from 3:
30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. teens and tweens are invited to create
cosmic decorations—space-age necklaces, bracelets or
decorations for hats, shoes, backpacks, and cell phones.

The Challenger Learning Center of Colorado Springs
will present a program on Living in Space at the branch
on Oct. 17 at 10:30 a.m. Come try to adjust to the micro-
gravity of space with a space suit and hands-on activities.
Learn how you might eat, sleep, balance, and stay strong
in a place where you have to guess which way is up.

And finally—come if you dare to the Palmer Lake
Town Hall on Friday, Oct. 30 at 7 p.m. for Stories in the
Dark. In a room lit only by candles, hear spooky stories
that will send shivers up your spine. Suggested only for
the very brave (ages 8 and up). Program lasts 45 minutes.

The Palmer Lake book group will meet on Nov, 6 at 9
a.m. to discuss Affluenza by John de Graaf. New members
are welcome. If you have questions or wish to reserve a
copy, call the branch at 481-2587.

Hope to see you at the library!

Support Our Community
Advertise in OCN

For information, contact John Heiser at

488-3455 or ads@ourcommunitynews.org

or visit www.ourcommunitynews.org

neh Library
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By Bernard L. Minetti

Jim Sawatzki, a local resident who is na-
tionally known for his documentaries on
historical events and people, talked about
his projects at the Sept. 17 meeting of the
Palmer Lake Historical Society. He has re-
ceived several acknowledgements for his
works, such as a nomination for an Emmy,
and he received a Telly award.

Sawatzki was an art teacher for most
of his career but later decided that he was
more interested in presenting video docu-
mentaries on historical events, people, and
places. He knew that children, in particu-
lar, would be drawn to a video presenta-
tion on these subjects rather than having
to learn it from a history book.

He has been doing these documen-
taries since 1992 and has been featured
on local PBS affiliates, local TV chan-
nels, and nationally on A&E’s Biography
Channel. He is a graduate of Michigan
State University and has now made
his life’s work doing presentations to
schools, libraries, and other interested
organizations such as our Society and in
the directing and the production of DVD
documentaries.

By Harriet Halbig
The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club is eagerly
anticipating its seventh annual wine tast-
ing event, Wine and Roses, to be held on
Friday, Oct. 23 at the Air Force Academy
Blue and Silver Press Box.

This event has been held annually
since 2003, when it was created as the
second large fundraiser for the club, in ad-
dition to the spring Forest Pines Antique
Show.

On-site chefs will prepare delicious
hors d’oeuvres and decadent desserts to
tempt the palate along with dozens of fine
domestic and imported wines arranged by
Dirk Stamp from the Wine Seller. This
year, the wines and food will be displayed
together to help with pairings. Guests can
order wines to be delivered to their homes
at a later date.

Other features of the event are celeb-
rity wine pourers from local TV and radio
outlets and local government agencies,
a silent auction for dinner- and wine-re-
lated prizes, and handmade souvenir wine
charms by Louise Watson.

Along with members of the women’s

Palmer Lake Historical Society, Sept. 17

Local videographer documents history

One of his works is the “Palmer Di-
vide Trilogy.” It contains “Milestone,”
which is a history of Monument. The
trilogy also contains “The Village on the
Divide,” a history of Palmer Lake, and
“Divide Country,” which is a glimpse of
the Divide area from prehistoric times
through the 19th century.

You can find additional information
and you may also order these DVD’s on
Sawatzki’s Web site www.palmerdividep
roductions.com.
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In October, the Society will present Rail-
roads and the Military. This presentation
will be at the Palmer Lake Town Hall at 7
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 15. Air Force Lt. Col.
Paul Seeling, an instructor in the History
Department at the Air Force Academy,
will be the presenter.

Right: At the Palmer Lake Historical
Society meeting Sept. 17, producer/
director Jim Sawatzki discusses his
video Here Lies Colorado Springs,
which covers the life of Helen Hunt
Jackson. Photo by Bernard Minetti.

Taste the wine,

club, Serteens from Palmer Ridge and
Lewis-Palmer High Schools will be on
hand to help.

The Blue and Silver Press Box at the
Air Force Academy is the event location
for the second time. Parking is offered on
the same level as the entrance and guests
are requested to come in business attire or
dress up as they wish.

Tickets are $50 per person ($17 of
which is tax deductible). Reservations are
limited, and it is strongly suggested you
purchase your tickets early. You may order
tickets by writing a check to TLWC, Attn:
Wine and Roses, P.O. Box 669, Monu-
ment, CO 80132. You may also call 488-
2124 or visit www.tlwc.net for additional
information.

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club cur-
rently has 200 members and is a non-
profit organization, set up exclusively for
charitable and educational purposes in the
community. The club has granted more
than $500,000 to schools, fire and police
departments, and other non-profit organi-
zations that provide services to residents
in School District 38.

Above: Perusing the silent auction offerings at the
2008 Wine and Roses event. Photo by Bernard Minetti.

Haunted Mines opens

By David Futey

The Haunted Mines opened on Oct,
2 for its third season, and the staff
has been hard at work blasting new
tunnels, making discoveries of old
mine shafts, and getting the mining
equipment operational in order to
scare you this Halloween season.

Among the mine changes at this
year’s haunt is the Rapid Descent
Hoist, which drops you uncomfort-
ably to the 13th level of the mine.
Apparently none of the Haunted
Mines staff who have tested the de-
scent have survived the drop as yet,
but they are trying to get the kinks
worked out before opening night.

Though the mine owner passed
away this year, his mansion will
be available for your viewing. You
will also get to meet the mansion’s
staff, who claim the owner has yet to
leave. If you get thirsty through your
travels in the haunt, you might stop
by the Saloon for a drink but you
will encounter a very ill-tempered
barkeep.

Students from area high
schools, including Palmer Ridge
High School, Lewis-Palmer High
School, Pine Creek High School,
Palmer High School, Rampart High
School and Liberty High School vol-
unteer as actors at the haunt. They

and many other volunteers help with
designing the haunt and with its
various construction and operation
needs.

Long lines are expected this
year, so be sure to dress prop-
erly for the weather. You can also
purchase tickets online through
the Haunted Mines Web site,
www.hauntedmines.org. The Web
site provides a calendar for the
dates and times the haunt is open.
The Haunted Mines is located at
the Western Museum of Mining &
Industry, just off I-25 at exit 156A.
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Special Events and Notices

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

Christmas Crafts Fair, Oct. 3-4

The 36th Annual Christmas Crafts Fair, sponsored by the
Palmer Lake Art Group, will be held Oct. 3, 9 am. to 5
p-m., and Oct. 4, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., in Palmer Lake Town
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent (across from the Village Green,
just off Highway 105). Admission is free. A variety of
crafts, including pottery, jewelry, basketry, and paintings,
will be available for purchase along with a selection of
baked goods. A portion of the proceeds funds art scholar-
ships for Tri-Lakes area students. For more information,
contact Margarete Seagraves, Craft Festival chairman,
487-1329, or her co-chairs Jana Towery, 487-9853 and
Linda Roberts, 488-2065.

Flu shot clinic and Palmer Lake

Fire Station Open House, Oct. 3

The clinic is Oct. 3, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Palmer Lake
Town Office, 42 Valley Crescent. Call the office, 481-
2953, for information on available vaccines and costs.
Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire Department will hold an
open house the same day and time at the fire station lo-
cated next to the Town Hall. For more information, call
481-2902.

Donald Wescott Fire Prevention Week

Open House, Oct. 3

Donald Wescott Fire Protection District will hold its
annual open house from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Oct. 3 at
Station 1, 15415 Gleneagle Drive. There will be many
fire engines, ambulances, brush trucks, and wildland fire
apparatus to inspect, plus many displays, including the
Flight for Life helicopter and the Lowes “Prevent Home
Fires” safety trailer, as well as information booths from
Farmer’s Insurance and Home Depot. Hot dogs will be
served! Info: 488-8680 and www.wescottfire.org .

A Tribute to John Denver, Oct. 3
John Adams and Friends will perform a concert of John
Denver’s songs at the Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts
(TLCA) Oct. 3. Doors open 7 p.m. for the 7:30 p.m. show.
Since John Denver’s passing, Adams has committed
himself to keeping Denver’s music alive. Tickets are $12
for TLCA members and $15 for non-members ($15 and
$18 at the door) and are available at Covered Treasures
Bookstore (481-2665) in Monument and The Wine Seller
(481-3019) and TLCA (481-0475) in Palmer Lake. TLCA
is located at 304 Highway 105, Palmer Lake. For more
information, call 481-0475 or visit www.trilakesarts.org.

Benefit for Golden Retriever

Freedom Rescue, Oct. 4

A wine tasting and silent auction to benefit Golden Re-
triever Freedom Rescue will be held Oct. 4, 4-6 p.m.,
at Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor Dr.,
Monument. All proceeds go directly to help transport,
treat, foster, and adopt rescued dogs. Wine tasting is by
Dirk the Wine Seller. The cost is $30 per person. Stay
after the event and enjoy dinner at Oakley’s Restaurant at
Sundance Mountain Lodge. For more information and to
purchase tickets online, go to www.goldenretrieverfreed
om.org. To purchase by check, call 303-749-8499 or Ann
at 651-1268.

Halloween Scavenger Hunt,

through Oct. 31

Kids age 6-12 will have a fun time at the Western Mu-
seum of Mining & Industry (WMMI) building a miner’s
skeleton as they answer mining trivia questions through-
out the museum. Open Monday-Saturday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.,
this event will run the entire month of October. Discount
coupons are available at www.wmmi.org. Cost with the
coupon: $6 adults, $4 seniors, $2 children. WMMI is lo-
cated at 225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 exit 156A). For more
information, call 488-0880 or visit www.wmmi.org.

Haunted Mines, through Oct. 31
The Haunted Mines haunted house is on the grounds of
the Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI).
Each year the haunt gets bigger and better! Haunted
Mines is open Friday, Saturday, and Sunday evenings, and
each night Oct. 27 to Nov. 1; 7 p.m. to midnight Fridays
and Saturdays, and 7-10 p.m. weeknights. All proceeds
from the Haunted Mines are donated to WMMI. Regular
tickets are $13, less with discount coupons available on
the Web site; visit www.hauntedmines.org for details.
WMMI is located just north of Colorado Springs at 225

North Gate Blvd. (I-25 exit 156A). For more information,
visit www.hauntedmines.org, or phone 488-0880, or visit
WWwW.wmmi.org.

Tri-Lakes Immunization Clinic, Oct. 6
An immunization clinic for people under age 22 is
scheduled for Oct. 6, 1-5 p.m., at Tri-Lakes Cares, 235
Jefferson St., Monument. Free for those with Medicaid or
CHP+, uninsured, Alaskans, or Native Americans. Some
insurances can be billed. No appointment needed. For
more information, call Jackie Sward, 481-4864 x23.

Empty Bowls Dinner, Oct. 7
Monument Hill Sertoma, Monument Serteens Clubs, and
School District 38 present the Empty Bowls Dinner and
Silent Auction Oct. 7, 5-7:30 p.m., at the Lewis-Palmer
High School Commons Area, 1300 Higby Rd., Monu-
ment. This popular annual fundraiser for Tri-Lakes Cares
features home-cooked soup, bread, and dessert. Bowls
are handcrafted by local artists, and you get to keep
yours! One child under age 12 is admitted free with a
purchased ticket. Tickets, $20, must be purchased in
advance: in Monument at Covered Treasures Bookstore,
Second and Washington Streets; High Country Home &
Garden, 243 Washington St.; Second Street Art Gallery,
366 Second St.; Tri-Lakes Printing, Woodmoor Center; in
Palmer Lake at The Rock House, 24 Highway 105; or call
Bonnie Biggs at 651-1946.

Meet the School Board Candidates, Oct. 8
Four positions on the Lewis-Palmer School District
Board of Education will be up for election in November.
All candidates have been invited to attend a public fo-
rum Oct. 8, 6:30 p.m., at Prairie Winds Elementary, 790
King’s Deer Point East. Directions to the school: Take
exit 161 from I-25, head east on Highway 105 for approx.
3.2 miles to Archers Drive. Turn left and continue for
0.9 miles to 790 East Kings Deer Point. For a map, go to
www.lewispalmer.org and click on Board of Education
tab. Click on District Event Calendar, then the Meet the
Candidates event calendar entry, and then View Map.

The forum is sponsored by the District Account-
ability and Advisory Council. Voters are encouraged to
attend. For more information, call Robin Adair, 785-4223,
or e-mail radair@lewispalmer.org.

Lewis-Palmer football games broadcast live
over the Internet by Q-SKY FM

Tentative schedule (Pre-game show starts at 6:45 p.m.
unless otherwise indicated) Oct. 9, Liberty, 7 p.m.; Oct.
23, Air Academy, 7 p.m.; Nov. 6, Wasson, 7 p.m. For
more information visit http://www.qskyfm.com or e-mail
loboradio@ymail.com or phone: 930-0083.

Community Closet now open

second and fourth Saturdays

The Tri-Lakes Church of Christ is offering free clothing
on the second and fourth Saturday of each month (Oct. 10
and 24), 1-3 p.m. The church is located at 20450 Beacon
Lite Rd. in Monument, at the southwest corner of Beacon
Lite and County Line Roads west of [-25. Donations of
clean clothing and shoes in good condition are appreci-
ated. For more information, call Bruce and Lyn Eatinger,
495-4137; or the church, 488-9613.

“A Casino Night in Casablanca,” Oct. 17
The Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce and the Tri-Lakes
Center for the Arts (TLCA) will co-host an evening of
Las Vegas style fun and excitement Oct. 17 at TLCA, 304
Highway 105, Palmer Lake. Doors will open at 6:30 and
gaming will begin at 7 p.m. The cost of $40 per person
or $75 per couple includes a buffet and $500 in “Casino
Cash” to play blackjack, poker, craps, and roulette. The
evening will also feature a live auction and prizes. For
tickets or more information call the Chamber at 481-
3282.

Wine and Roses, Oct. 23

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club presents Wine and Roses, a
wine tasting event, Oct. 23, 6:30-10 p.m., at the Air Force
Academy Blue & Silver Press Box. On-site chefs will
prepare delicious hors d’oeuvres and decadent desserts.
These will be accompanied by dozens of fine domestic
and imported wines arranged by Dirk Stamp from the
Wine Seller. The event also will feature celebrity wine
pourers from local TV and radio outlets and local govern-
ment agencies, a silent auction for dinner and wine-relat-
ed prizes, and handmade souvenir wine charms by Louise
Watson. Serteens from Palmer Ridge and Lewis-Palmer
High Schools will assist the women’s club members
throughout the evening. Proceeds benefit the Tri-Lakes
community. The cost is $50 per person.

The Tri-Lakes Women’s Club is a non-profit organi-
zation set up exclusively for charitable and educational
purposes in the community. The club has granted more
than $500,000 to schools, fire and police departments,
and other non-profit organizations that provide services
to residents within the boundaries of School District 38.
For tickets or more information, call 488-2124 or visit
www.tlwe.net.

Meet the Author: Homer Hickam,

The Rocket Boys, Oct. 23

Pikes Peak Library District Foundation and Challenger
Learning Center of Colorado will present a fundraising
dinner Oct. 23, 7 p.m., at Air Force Academy Dolittle
Hall. The event includes a silent auction of space memo-
rabilia. The $100 cost includes a signed copy of The
Rocket Boys (October Sky). For more information, call
531-6333, ext. 1212.

Tri-Lakes Health Fair, Oct. 24
9Health, Health Advocacy Partnership and the Tri-Lakes
Chamber of Commerce will hold a health fair Oct. 24, 7
a.m. to 1 p.m., at the Tri-Lakes YMCA. Parking will be
in the northwest Lewis-Palmer High School parking lot.
Shuttle service will be provided to and from the Y.

The Health Fair offers flu shots, free vision and
hearing screenings, lung function testing, bone density
testing, skin cancer screenings, blood pressure checks,
cholesterol and blood sugar screenings, and much more.
A comprehensive blood chemistry screening (fasting is
recommended for best results) will be available for only
$30. For more information, contact the Tri-Lakes Cham-
ber at 481-3282.

Safe Trick or Treat, Oct. 31
Bring the kids downtown Oct. 31, 3-5 p.m., for safe
trick-or-treating as Monument merchants provide treats
and activities and show off their creative costumes. The
Monument Police Department patrols the streets to help
insure the safety of our goblins.

CASA 411 Night, Nov. 5

CASA volunteers are an amazing force for good, but more
are badly needed. Get the 411 on CASA volunteer oppor-
tunities and find out how you can make a lifelong differ-
ence for an abused or neglected child. No experience is
necessary. The meeting will be held Nov. 5, 5:30 p.m.,
at the CASA Building, 701 S. Cascade Ave., Colorado
Springs. For additional information or to RSVP, please
call RoseMary Jaramillo at 447-9898, x1008 or wvisit
www.aChildsVoiceInCourt.org.

Black Forest Arts & Crafts

Show and Sale, Nov. 5-8

The 45th Annual Black Forest Arts & Crafts Guild Fall
Show and Sale will be held Nov. 5-8 at the Black Forest
Community Center. (Black Forest Rd. just north of Shoup
Rd.) The times are 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Nov. 5-7, and § a.m.
to 2:30 p.m., Nov. 8. Admission is free. Do some holiday
shopping with the crafts and baked goods from over 90
artisans and culinary Guild members. Due to fire regula-
tions, strollers are not allowed. For more information, call
494-1455.

The Secret of Attracting the Life You Want

James Ray LIVE
FREE Event!

Denver, Oct. 20
Colorado Springs, Oct. 21

You must preregister at
www.celebratemagnificence.com

MunchRin Market

Come shop gently used children’s clothing,
gear and basics, toys and much, much more!!
Friday through Saturday
October gth & 10th
8am-12pm
At Tri-Lakes Chapel
1750 Deer Creek Road
Monume_n_g, CO

MPS
All proceedé. benefiting

Tri-Lakes Mothers of Preschoolers
For more information, visit www.trilakeschapel.org.
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Low-Income Energy

Assistance Program (LEAP)

LEAP helps residents struggling to pay their home heat-
ing bills. LEAP benefits provide assistance to help fami-
lies with their heating bills but are not intended to pay
the entire bill. The eligibility period for LEAP runs from
Nov. 1 through April 30. Applications are accepted each
year during the eligibility period. Application packets will
automatically be mailed to residents who received LEAP
assistance last year at the address where they were living
at that time. For more information about LEAP benefits,
call 1-866 HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-8435).

Gleneagle Golf Club seeks

volunteers for advisory committee

Gleneagle Golf Club has implemented a Community Ad-
visory Committee to help establish a stronger relationship
between the club and the community. The committee is
looking for representatives from all Gleneagle hom-
eowners associations. The committee meets the fourth
Wednesday of the month, 6:30 p.m., at Gleneagle Golf
Club. For more information call Rick Ebelo, 488-0900.

County Prescription Discount

Program now online

Significant savings on medications are just a click away.
El Paso County’s Prescription Discount program is grow-
ing in size, scope, and ease of access. There are more
than 80 participating local pharmacies and dozens of
discount card distribution locations and agency partners
that are offering the card to their employees and constitu-
ents. Now people can download their own personalized
prescription discount card on the county Website at
www.elpasoco.com/.

Any county resident without prescription coverage

can use this program. Even if you have insurance for
prescription medications, you may still benefit from the
discount card, since it might save you money on prescrip-
tion medications your existing plan does not cover. For
more information about the County Prescription Discount
Program, log onto www.elpasoco.com/ or call 520-6337
(MEDS).
Tri-Lakes Senior Citizens

Center is now open

The new Tri-Lakes Senior Citizens Center is next to the
Lewis-Palmer High School Stadium and is open noon to
4 p.m. Tuesdays, 1-4 p.m. other weekdays. The facility
has a lounge, craft room, game room, and multi-purpose
room. Programs offered include bingo, bridge, pinochle,
crafts, and cribbage. Also available at the center are Wii
video games, various puzzles and board games, refresh-
ments, a lending library, computers with Internet connec-
tions, and an information table.

The center will be staffed entirely by area volun-
teers and is made possible by generous donations and
contributions from Access Construction Co., Black Hills
Energy Inc., Lewis-Palmer School District 38, Munsen
Construction Co., R Rock Yard, and many individual
donors to the Tri-Lakes Tri-Lakes Health Advocacy
(HAP) program. Tri-Lakes HAP was established in 1996
as a non-profit organization serving Monument, Palmer
Lake, Woodmoor, Gleneagle, and unincorporated areas
of northern El Paso County. The Tri-Lakes HAP mission
is to improve the health and well-being of the Tri-Lakes
community through community-based services and sup-
port. Information about Tri-Lakes HAP and its programs
is available on its Web site, http://www.TriLakesHAP.org.
Information about programs for seniors is available at

www.TriLakesSeniors.org.
Handbell ringers needed

for holiday concert
Looking  for  experienced  handbell  ringers,
youth and adult, to play in a community choir.
If interested, please contact Betty Jenik at 488-3853 or
ljenik@comcast.net.

New thrift shop opens in Monument
Hangers—Your Thrift Shop is now open Wednesday-Sat-
urday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m, at 341 Front St., Monument. Shop
for gently-used clothing, books, and household items,
Hangers will provide customers in the region with afford-
able items much sought after in these difficult economic
times. Proceeds from Hangers will be used to promote the
ongoing mission of Tri-Lakes Cares, a community based
non-profit. For more information, call 488-2300 or visit
the Tri-Lakes Cares Web site, www.trilakescares.org.

Tri-Lakes Senior Alliance

Thrift Store in Palmer Lake

The new store is located at 755 Highway 105, in Unit
9 behind the West End Center in Palmer Lake. Hours
are Tuesday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Books,
sporting goods, furniture, home furnishings, appliances
small and large, and more are available at incredible sav-
ings. The thrift store is a project of the Senior Alliance
in cooperation with the entire Tri-Lakes Community.
The project’s mission is to raise funds and resources for
Tri-Lakes Senior Citizen Program activities, provide
volunteer opportunities for Tri-Lakes residents, and of-
fer affordable merchandise to all Tri-Lakes residents. For
volunteer information call Hope, 481-4640. To donate
items call Chaz, 229-5946.

Our Community Calendar

By Judy Barnes, Editor Emeritus
Although we strive for accuracy in these listings, dates or
times are often changed after publication. Please double-
check the time and place of any event you wish to attend
by calling the info number for that event.

GOVERNMENTAL BODIES

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Oct.
5, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall and Police
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd (by Hwy
105). Normally meets 1% and 3" Mon. each month.
Info: 884-8017.

e El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Tue., Oct. 6, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd. and Printers Parkway). Meets 1% & 3%
Tue., if required, each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm?2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.

e Academy Water and Sanitation District Board
Meeting, Wed., Oct. 7, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott
Station 2, 15000 Sun Hill Dr. Normally meets 1% Wed.
each month. Info: 481-0711.

e  Woodmoor Water & Sanitation District Meeting,
Tue., Oct. 8, 1 p.m., 1845 Woodmoor Dr. Normally
meets 2™ Thu. each month. Info: 488-2525.

e Palmer Lake Town Council Combined Workshop/
Meeting, Thu., Oct. 8, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Meets 2" Thu. each month.
Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

e Baptist Road Rural Transportation Authority
(BRRTA) Meeting, Fri.,, Oct. 9, 2:30 p.m., New
Monument Town Hall and Police Department
Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd. (at Hwy 105). Meets
2" Fri. every other month. Info: 884-8017.

e Tri-Lakes Wastewater Facility Joint Use
Committee Meeting, Tue., Oct. 13, 10 a.m., 16510
Mitchell Ave. Meets 2™ Tue. each month. Info: Bill
Burks, 481-4053.

e D-38 District Accountability Advisory Committee
(DAAC) Meeting, Tue., Oct. 13, 7 p.m., District
Learning Center, 146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets
2" Tue. each month. Info: 488-4700.

e Palmer Lake Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Tue., Oct. 13, 7 p.m., 120 Middle Glenway. Meets 2"
Tue. each month. Info: 481-2732.

e Monument Planning Commission Meeting, Wed.,
Oct. 14, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall and
Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Road
(by Hwy 105). Normally meets 2™ Wed. each month.
Info: 884-8017.

e D-38 Special Education Advisory Committee,
Wed., Oct. 14, 6-7:30 p.m., District Learning Center,

146 Jefferson St., Monument. Meets 2™ Wed. each
month. Info: 488-4700.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Workshop,
Wed., Oct. 14, CANCELLED, Palmer Lake Town
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Normally meets 2™ Wed.
each month. Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

e Lewis-Palmer School District 38 Board Meeting,
Thu., Oct. 15, 5:30 p.m., Learning Center of the
Lewis-Palmer Administration Building, 146 Jefferson
St., Monument. Meets 3™ Thu. each month. Info: 488-
4700.

e Monument Sanitation District Board Meeting,
Thu., Oct. 15, 7 p.m., 130 2™ St. Normally meets 3%
Thu. each month. Info: 481-4886.

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Oct.
19, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall and Police
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd (by Hwy
105). Meets 1% and 3" Mon. each month. Info: 884-
8017.

e El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,

Tue., Oct. 20, 9 a.m., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd. and Printers Parkway). Meets 1* & 3
Tue., if required, each month. Info: 520-6300 or http://
adm?2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-agn.asp.

e Pikes Peak Regional Water Authority Meeting,

Wed., Oct. 21, 8:30 a.m., New Monument Town Hall
and Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd
(by Hwy 105). Meets 3" Wed. each month, location
varies. Info: 884-8017.

e Donala Water & Sanitation District Board

Meeting, Wed., Oct. 21, 1:30 p.m., 15850 Holbein
Dr., Colorado Springs. Meets 3" Wed. each month at
1:30 p.m. Info: 488-3603.

e Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting,

Wed., Oct. 21, 5 p.m., New Monument Town Hall
and Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd.
(at Hwy 105). Meeting twice a month the rest of 2009
to complete the budget. Normally meets 4" Wed. each
month. Info: 488-6868.

e Palmer Lake Planning Commission Meeting,

Wed., Oct. 21, CANCELLED, Palmer Lake Town
Hall, 28 Valley Crescent. Normally meets 3™ Wed.
each month.) Info: 481-2953 or visit www.ci.palmer-
lake.co.us.

e Forest View Acres Water District Board Meeting,

Thu., Oct. 22, 6 p.m., Monument Sanitation District
board room, 130 Second St. Meets 4™ Thu. each
month. Info: 488-2110.

e Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Board

Meeting, Wed., Oct. 28, 7 p.m., Station 1, 15415
Gleneagle Dr. Meets 4" Wednesday each month. Info:

488-8680.

e Tri-Lakes Monument Fire Protection District
Board Meeting, Wed., Oct. 28, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes
Station 1, 18650 Hwy 105 west of Monument near the
bowling alley. Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info: 266-
3367.

e  Woodmoor Improvement Association Board
Meeting, Wed., Oct. 28, 7 p.m., Woodmoor Barn,
1691 Woodmoor Dr. Meets 4" Wed. each month. Info:
488-2693 or visit www.woodmoor.org.

e Triview Metropolitan District Board Meeting,
Wed., Oct. 28, 5 p.m., New Monument Town Hall
and Police Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd.
(at Hwy 105). Meeting twice a month the rest of 2009
to complete the budget. Normally meets 4" Wed. each
month. Info: 488-6868.

e Monument Board of Trustees Meeting, Mon., Nov.
2, 6:30 p.m., New Monument Town Hall and Police
Department Building, 645 Beacon Lite Rd (by Hwy
105). Normally meets 1% and 3" Mon. each month.
Info: 884-8017.

e El Paso County Planning Commission Meeting,
Tue., Nov. 3, 9 am., 2880 International Circle (off
Union Blvd. and Printers Parkway). Meets 1* & 3
Tue. (if required) each month. Info: 520-6300 or
http://adm?2.elpasoco.com/planning/agendas/pc/pc-
agn.asp.

e Academy Water and Sanitation District Board
Meeting, Wed., Nov. 4, 7 p.m., Donald Wescott
Station 2, 15000 Sun Hill Dr. Normally meets 1% Wed.
each month. Info: 481-0711.

o Palmer Lake Town Council Workshop, Thu., Nov.
5,7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley Crescent.
Normally meets 1% Thu. each month. Info: 481-2953
or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us.

LOCAL LIBRARY EVENTS

e The Palmer Lake Library hours are Tue.-Fri.,
10 a.m.-6 p.m., and Sat., 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

e The Monument Branch Library hours are Mon.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Fri. & Sat, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun.,
1-5 p.m. 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e  Monument Library Bookbreak, every Mon, Wed.,
and Fri., 10:30 a.m. A short read-aloud session
particularly for preschoolers. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e  Monuments Library: Storytime, every Tue., 10-10:
30 a.m. Stories and more for children age 3 and older.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr.
Info: 488-2370.
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e Palmer Lake Library: Storytime, every Wed., 10:
30-11 a.m. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

e  Monument Library: Paws to Read, every Wed., 3:
30-4:30 p.m. Let your child practice reading to a Paws
to Read dog. No registration required. Monument
Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-
2370.

e Monument Library: Toddler Time, every Thu.,
10 and 10:30 a.m. Rhymes & rhythms for kids up to
24 months. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e Monument Library: Snuggle-Up Storytime, every
Thu., 7:30 p.m. Evening stories; PJs and blankies
welcome. Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Oct. 3,
10:30 a.m. Let your child practice reading to Jingle,
a young golden doodle dog. No registration required.
Meets 1% Sat. each month. Palmer Lake Branch
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

e Monument Library: October Sky: Fri., Oct. 9, 2
p.m. Enjoy lemonade and popcorn as you immerse
yourselves in the Space genre. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e Monument Library: A Nose for Space, Sat., Oct.
10, 1:30 p.m. The Manitou Art Theatre presents
a new performance developed for All Pikes Peak
Reads. Clown Jim Jackson returns as Mr. Guffaw, a
hapless inventor who dreams of traveling into space
and builds a rocket ship to lively space-age music.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e  Monument Library: American Girls Club, Wed.,
Oct. 14, 4:15-5:15 p.m. Girls ages 7-11 are invited to
the American Girls club for a book discussion, crafts,
and more. Registration is required; call, drop by, or
register online. Monument Branch Library, 1706
Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e Palmer Lake Library: Cosmic Bling, Thu., Oct.
15, 3:30-4:30 p.m. For the crafty teen or tween:
make space-age necklaces and futuristic bracelets
or decorations for your cell phones, backpacks, hats,
shoes and hair. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

e Palmer Lake Library: Living in Space, Sat., Oct.
17, 10:30 a.m. Try to adjust to the microgravity
of space with an extracurricular vehicle activity
(EVA) space suit and hands-on activities. Learn
how you might eat, sleep, balance, and stay strong
in another a place where you have to guess which
way is up. Presented by Challenger Learning Center
of Colorado. Sat., Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

e Monument Library:Cosmic Bling, Fri., Oct. 23,
3-5:30 p.m. For the crafty teen or tween: make space-
age necklaces and futuristic bracelets or decorations
for your cell phones, backpacks, hats, shoes and hair.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e Monument Library: Not So Scary Stories, Sat.,
Oct. 24, 3:30-4 p.m. This Halloween program is
for younger children ages 4-9. Hear slightly spooky
stories and make a craft. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e Monument Library: Read it Before You See It:
Where the Wild Things Are, Wed., Oct. 28, 4:15-5:
15 p.m. Read and join a fun discussion, activities,
popcorn, and a chance to win a free movie ticket to go
see the movie. For ages 7-12. Registration is required;
call, drop by, or register online. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.

e Palmer Lake Library: Stories in the Dark, Fri.,
Oct. 30, 7 p.m. Come if you dare! In a dark room,
lit only by candlelight, hear spooky stories that will
send chills and shivers up your spine. Suggested only
for the very brave (age 8 and older). Program lasts
45 minutes. Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66 Lower
Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

e Palmer Lake Library: Paws to Read, Sat., Nov. 7,
10:30 a.m. Let your child practice reading to Jingle,
a young golden doodle dog. No registration required.
Meets 1% Sat. each month. Palmer Lake Branch
Library, 66 Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.

e Pikes Peak Library District’s Kids Web: Kids
Web at wwwppld.org features a wealth of resources
for school reports and homework and links to
local historical information. Other links include
Tumblebooks—free online read-along books, and a

Fun & Games link with free online games, learning
activities, and coloring book pages, and more. A
“grown-ups” link has information about local school
districts, home-schooling, and more.

Adult Programs
Monument Library: Beginning Computer Classes.
Check at the desk for the schedule of free classes for
beginner computer users. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library: Talk English! every Mon.,
7-8:30 p.m. Practice informal social conversation
in English with friendly and supportive people.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Socrates Café, every Tue.,
1-3 p.m. This group focuses on a deeper look into
philosophy, religions, spirituality, and the common
threads among humanity. Monument Branch Library,
1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library Senior Synergy, every Wed.,
10 a.m.-noon. Join this group of friends dedicated
to empowering individual growth through life-long
learning and positive relationships. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library: October Sky: Fri., Oct. 9, 2
p.m. Enjoy lemonade and popcorn as you immerse
yourselves in the Space genre. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library’s Monumental Readers Book
Club, Fri., Oct. 16, 10-11:30 a.m. All are welcome
to this spirited group. Meets 3™ Fri. each month.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Crafters, Fri., Oct.
16, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Monument Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Drop in to share ideas, get help. Meets
I*tand 3 Fri. each month. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-
8442.
Monument Library: AARP Mature Safe Driving
Program, Sat., Oct. 17, 9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Bone
up on your driving skills and lower your insurance
rates. Cost: $12 for AARP members, $14 for
nonmembers. Bring a lunch. Registration required.
Monument Branch Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor
Dr. Registration & Info: 488-2370.
Monument Library: History Buffs, Wed., Oct.
28, 1-3 p.m. Each month this group picks a period
of history and members read any book from that
time period. Expect a lively discussion about the
era. Meets 4" Wed. each month. Monument Branch
Library, 1706 Lake Woodmoor Dr. Info: 488-2370.
Palmer Lake Book Group, Fri., Nov. 6, 9 a.m. New
members welcome, no registration needed. Meets 1°
Fri. each month at Palmer Lake Branch Library, 66
Lower Glenway. Info: 481-2587.
Monument Library: Tri-Lakes Crafters, Fri., Nov.
6, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Monument Library, 1706 Lake
Woodmoor Dr. Drop in to share ideas, get help. Meets
I*tand 3 Fri. each month. Info: Clare Wissinger, 481-
8442.
The Library Channel (Comcast 17) broadcasts
24/7. See live simulcasts of programs, videotaped
presentations, a schedule of Library events, story
times for children, an adult literacy program, El Paso
County Commissioners meetings, and much more.
Find the schedule online at ppld.org, then click on the
link “Happenings @ Your Library,” then click on the
“Comcast 17” link to search the schedule.

For other library events, please check http://ppld.org/
communityconnections/calendar.

WEEKLY & MONTHLY EVENTS

New Monument Hill Farmers Market ends soon,
every Sat. through Oct. 17, 7 a.m.-1 p.m., Grace Best
School and the D-38 Administration Building, Second
and Jefferson Streets in downtown Monument. 50+
vendors offer food, produce, home décor items,
crafts, honey, jewelry, furniture, pet products, and
more. Info: 592-9420.

Original Monument Farmers Market ends soon,
every Sat. through Oct. 10, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., Monument
Plaza (481 Highway 105, Behind Starbucks).
Monument Hill Sertoma Club Breakfast Meeting,
every Sat., 8 a.m., The Inn at Palmer Divide, 443 Hwy
105, Palmer Lake. Info: Ed Kinney, 481-2750.
Palmer Lake Farmers Market, every Sun., July 5
- Oct. 11, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the gazebo.
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Western Museum of Mining & Industry Farmers’
Market, every Mon. & Wed., 9 a.m.-5 p.m., at the
museum entrance, in front of the red farmhouse.
Fresh vegetables from local Pueblo farms, breads,
meats, and more. Info: 488-40880 or e-mail
info@wmmi.org.

Talk and Tennies Walking Group. Join with others
to get fit. For more information contact Thea at
Theapeutic Massage Therapy, 488-2250.

Senior Lunches at Monument Town Hall, normally
every Mon. & Thu., except the 1 Thu. each month
and holidays, 166 Second St., Monument. Arrive 11:
30 a.m., dine at noon. Stay for free bingo the 2™ Thu.
each month. Cost: $2. Info: Dorothy Myers, 481-
4189; Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

Artfully Speaking Toastmasters Club, every
Mon., 5:30-6:30 p.m., DeVry University, 1175 Kelly
Johnson Blvd., Room 15, Colorado Springs. Improve
your public speaking, leadership, and meeting
planning skills with Toastmasters. New members and
visitors welcome. Info: Debbie Bonomo, 593-9882,
or visit http://artfullyspeaking.freetoasthost.us.
Tri-Lakes Business Accelerators Leads Group,
every Tue., 8-9:15 a.m., Shani’s Café¢, 140 Second
St. Monument. New businesses are invited to join
the group and share leads and tips. Info: Glenn, 492-
0551.

YMCA Senior Fitness Classes, every Tue. &
Thu., SilverSneakers Cardio Circuit, 8:30 a.m.;
SilverSneakers Muscular Strength & Range of
Movement, 9:30 a.m., Tri-Lakes Family YMCA,
17250 Jackson Creek Pkwy. Participants must be
YMCA or SilverSneakers members. Info: 481-8728.
Tri-Lakes Chapter of Business Networking
International, every Wed., 8-9:30 a.m., Inn at Palmer
Divide, 443 Hwy. 105, Palmer Lake. Come visit our
group and see why it is one of the most successful
networking groups in the Tri-lakes! Info: Micah, 352-
2292, or email Micah@yvistacustomcolors.com.
Senior Citizen Luncheons, every Wed., 11 am.-1
p-m., D-38 Administration Bldg. Learning Center,
146 Jefferson St., Monument. Area seniors are invited
for lunch & activities hosted by Tri-Lakes Senior
Alliance. $3 donation requested. Info: 488-3855.
Gleneagle Sertoma, every Wed., 11:30 a.m., The
Academy Hotel, 8110 N. Academy. Interesting
speakers and programs; all are welcome. Info: Larry
Oliver 488-9625 or Kay Petersen 481-4403.

The Market @ Sundance Mountain Lodge,
every Wed. through Oct. 14, noon-sundown, 1865
Woodmoor Dr. Info: 213-3323.

Al-anon Meeting: Letting Go, every Thu., 9-10:
10 a.m., Tri-Lakes Chapel, room 209, 1750 Deer
Creek Rd., Monument. Info: visit www.al-anon-
co.org or www.al-anon-alateen.org or call the 24-hour
answering service at 719-632-0063 (locally) or 8 a.m.-
6 p.m. weekdays at 1-888-425-2666 (nationwide).
FACCMasters Club, every Thu., noon, Lockheed
Martin, 9975 Federal Dr. Improve your public
speaking, leadership, and meeting planning skills with
Toastmasters. New members and visitors welcome.
Info: wvisit http://faccmasters.freetoasthost.us or call

A Hebraic Community

affirming the Jewish Messiah
Sabbath

Services:
7 Saturdays 10am

_‘; E'i k| A X
5] K i Aliyah
& Cengregation
§ (ot the Bam)
i
:
105

1691 Woodmaoor Dr., Monument, CO
wwnw.alivahcongregation.com
303-931-4047 / 719-481-8551

Calvary Fellowship Monument
238 Third St.—Downtown Monument
Pastor Tony Magar (719) 290-1748
6:00 p.m. Saturday Evening Service
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Kirby, 481-3738.

e Alateen meeting, every Thu., 7 p.m., Family of Christ e
Church, 675 Baptist Rd., southwest corner room, door
will be ajar. Info: Jean, 487-8781.

e Myasthenia Gravis Association of Colorado
Support Group Meetings. Location varies. For
information, call Carolyn, 488-3620, or contact the
MGA: visit www.4-mga.org, phone 303-360-7080, or o
e-mail 4mga@4-mga.org.

e American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Oct.

6, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1%
Tue. each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467.

e Senior Bingo at Monument Town Hall, Thu., Oct.

8, 166 Second St., Monument, after the noontime e
senior lunch. Come for lunch at 11:30 a.m., then
stay and play. Free! Win prizes! Meets 2™ Thu. each
month. Info: Maggie Nealon, 488-3037.

e Ben Lomond Gun Club, Tri-Lakes Chapter, Thu.,
Oct. 8, 7 p.m., Tri-Lakes Fire Station 1, 18650 Hwy e
105 west of Monument near the bowling alley. Meets
2" Thu. each month. Info: 481-3364.

e El Paso County Hazardous Materials Collection
Facility, Sat., Oct. 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 3255 Akers Dr.,
Colorado Springs. The facility is now open the second
Saturday each month in addition to Mon.-Thu., 7 a.m.-

5 p.m. The facility accepts paint and paint-related
products, lawn and garden chemicals, household
cleaners, old batteries, fire extinguishers, fireworks,
flares, ammunition, automotive products, (no tires), e
various electronics, and TVs up to 19” diagonal.
Bring a nonperishable food item for Care and Share.
Akers Drive runs north off Constitution Avenue just
west of Marksheffel Road. Info: 520-7878 or visit e
http://adm.elpasoco.com/Environmental Services/
Solid Waste Management.

e Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Community Closet,
Sat., Oct. 10, 1-3 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite Rd.,
Monument (SW corner of Beacon Lite and County
Line Roads west of I-25). All are welcome to shop for e
free gently-used clothing items. Donations of clean
clothing and shoes in good condition are appreciated.
Open 2™ & 4% Sat. Info: 495-4137; or the church, 488-
9613.

e Fibromyalgia Support Group, Mon., Oct. 12, 5
p.m., College Pharmacy, 3505 Austin Bluffs Pkwy e
(downstairs), Colorado Springs. ADVD on the disease
and treatments will play 5-6 p.m.; the meeting starts at
6 p.m. Share concerns and success stories in a small
group and address your questions to a D.O. Learn
how you can become pain-free. Visitors and new
participants always welcome. No charge, no products
sold. Meets 2" Mon. each month. Info: Lorna Searle,
481-3735. .

e Trilakes Home Educators’ Support Group,
Mon., Oct. 12. Meets the second Monday night
of each month for support, encouragement, and
information. Also: field trips, special events, and
monthly fellowship nights. Info: e-mail Tracy Mills,
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Friends Like Me: A 45-and-under Support Group
for Breast Cancer, New date and time, Tue., Oct.
13, 6-7 p.m., location to be decided. Join other young
women who are battling or have already battled breast
cancer to talk, cope, and learn. Meets 2™ Tue. each
month. Info: 351-5079.

Tri-Lakes Networking Team Monthly Dinner
Meeting, Tue., Oct. 13, 6:30-9 p.m., Inn at Palmer
Divide, 443 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Business women
building relationships in a social setting. Meets 2"
Tue. each month. Info: Janine Robertson, 266-0246;
e-mail Janine@coloradorobertsons.com; or visit
www.trilakesnetworkingteam.com.

Black Forest Chapter of AARP Potluck Luncheon,
Wed., Oct. 14, 11:30 a.m., Black Forest Lutheran
Church, Shoup and Black Forest Road. Meets 2™
Wed. each month. Info: Electa Beckner at 596-6787
or Chuck Eaton at 495-2443.

Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce/Business
Incubator Workshop, Wed., Oct. 14, 5:45 p.m.,
mixer; 6-7:30 p.m., workshop, 14960 Woodcarver
Rd., Colorado Springs (just west of [-25 and Baptist
Road at Woodcarver Properties Suites). Jesus Damian
presents “In a Disaster, How Safe is your Data?”
Learn the options available to protect your critical
company files from under any circumstance. Meets 2™
Wed. each month. RSVP: Beverly Levine, 930-5258,
481-4877 x 100, or pm@trilakesbi.com.

Macular Degeneration Support Group for the
Visually Impaired, Thu., Oct. 15, 1-2 p.m. Meets 3™
Thu. Location varies. Info: Tri-Lakes Cares, 481-4864
x23.

Central Colorado Wilderness Coalition Meeting,
Thu., Oct. 15, potluck supper, 6 p.m., meeting 6:
30-8:30 p.m., Beidleman Environmental Center,
740 W. Caramillo St., Colorado Springs. Meets 3%
Thu. Info: John Stansfield, 303-660-5849 or e-mail
jorcstan@juno.com.

Palmer Lake Historical Society Meeting, Thu.,
Oct. 15, 7 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall, 28 Valley
Crescent. Free and open to the public. Refreshments
served. Meets 3 Thu. Info: 559-0837, e-mail
plhist@aol.com, or visit www.ci.palmer-lake.co.us/
plhs.

Tri-Lakes Women’s Club (TLWC) Luncheon, Fri.,
Oct. 16, 10:45 a.m., The Golf Club at Bear Dance,
Larkspur. Bob Garner presents Disney Memories. The
club sponsors the Wine and Roses event in October
and the Pine Forest Antiques Show and Sale in April.
Proceeds from these events benefit local nonprofit
groups. RSVP: Billy Healy, 278-8393, or e-mail
famhealy@comcast.net.

Gleneagle Women’s Club Luncheon, Fri., Oct. 16,
11:30 a.m. The Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow
Road, Monument (off Hwy 105). Blue Sage Catering
will prepare the meal. Gary Jones, one of the owner/
chefs, will give a demonstration on salad dressings
that will be given away as door prizes. Newcomers
are welcome! Cost: $20.50. RSVP by Oct. 12, 6
p.m., to Phyllis Petersen, 481-4403 or e-mail kayand
pjpeterson@aol.com; Susan Colt, 232-8424 or e-mail
colts89@gmail.com; or Rosalie Pounder, 481-0405 or
e-mail jrpounder@comecst.net.

e Juvenile Diabetes Support Group, Sat., Oct.
17, 9 am., It’s a Grind Coffee House, 15954D
Jackson Creek Pkwy, Monument. Meets 3™ Sat. each
month. Info: Chris, 884-0832 or e-mail cabernathy@
woodmoor.com.

e Tri-Lakes Parents of Multiples, Mon., Oct. 19,
6:30-8 p.m., Little Log Church, 133 High St., Palmer
Lake. Come meet other parents of twins, triplets,
and more. Meets 3 Mon. each month. Childcare
available. RSVP to tlpoms@yahoo.com. Info: 488-
4221.

e Cancer Support Group for Women, Tue., Oct.
20, 7 p.m., St. Matthias Episcopal Church, 18320
Furrow Rd., Woodmoor. Meets 3 Tue. each month.
Info: Lindsay, 487-9362.

e Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7829, Tue., Oct.
20, 7 p.m., The Depot Restaurant, 11 Primrose St.,
Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 3 Tue.
each month Info: Tony Wolusky, Post Commander,
481-4419, or twolusky@aol.com.

e Tri-Lakes Church of Christ Community
Closet, Sat., Oct. 24, 1-3 p.m., 20450 Beacon Lite
Rd., Monument (SW corner of Beacon Lite and
County Line Roads west of [-25). All are welcome to
shop for free gently-used clothing items. Donations
of clean clothing and shoes in good condition are

appreciated. Open 2™ & 4™ Sat. Info: 495-4137; or the
church, 488-9613.

American Legion Tri-Lakes Post 9-11, Tue., Nov.
3, 6:30 p.m., Depot Restaurant, Hwy 105 & Primrose
St., Palmer Lake. New members welcome. Meets 1%
Tue. each month. Info: Mike Christensen, 484-0467.
Monument Homemakers Club Monthly Potluck
Lunch, Thu., Nov. 5, 11:30 a.m., Monument Town
Hall, 166 2" St. Meets 1** Thu. each month except
Jan. and unless School District 38 is delayed or closed
due to bad weather. Newcomers are always welcome.
Info: Bev Wells, 488-3327.

Palmer Divide Quilt Guild, Thu., Nov. 5, 7 p.m.,
Church at Woodmoor, 18125 Furrow Rd. Meets 1%
Thu. each month. Info: Teresa Kovacic, 559-0083, or
e-mail teresa.kovacic@biofunctionusa.com.

MOMS Club of Monument and Colorado Springs
North. Come meet other stay-at-home moms and
kids in your area. Weekly activities and playgroups
scheduled throughout the month for ages birth and up.
Moms living in Monument and Palmer Lake contact
Laura S., 434-8356, lmstarner@yahoo.com. Moms
living in ZIP 80921 and parts of Black Forest contact
Debbie, 646-5939, debdidovic@gmail.com. Visit
www.momsclub.org for more information.

SPECIAL EVENTS
A Tribute to John Denver by John Adams and
Friends, Sat., Oct. 3, doors open at 7 for the 7:30
p.m. show, Tri-Lakes Center for the Arts (TLCA),
304 Hwy 105, Palmer Lake. Since John Denver’s
passing, Tickets: $12 for TLCA members, $15 for
non-members ($15 and $18 at the door); available
at Covered Treasures Bookstore (481-2665) in
Monument and The Wine Seller (481-3019) and
TLCA (481-0475) in Palmer Lake. Info: 481-0475 or
visit www.trilakesarts.org.
Christmas Crafts Fair, Sat., Oct. 3,9 am.-5 p.m., &
Sun., Oct. 4, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Palmer Lake Town Hall,
28 Valley Crescent. Free admission. Crafts (pottery,
jewelry, basketry, paintings, and more) and baked
goods for purchase. Proceeds fund art scholarships for
Tri-Lakes area students. Info: Margarete Seagraves,
487-1329; Jana Towery, 487-9853; or Linda Roberts,
488-20065.
Flu Shot Clinic, Sat., Oct. 3, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Palmer
Lake Town Office, 42 Valley Crescent. Call the
Palmer Lake Town Office for available vaccines and
costs: 481-2953.
Donald Wescott Fire Protection District Open
House, Sat., Oct. 3, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Station 1, 15415
Gleneagle Drive. There will be many fire engines,
ambulances, brush trucks, and wildland fire apparatus
to inspect, plus many displays, including the Flight for
Life helicopter and the Lowes “Prevent Home Fires”
safety trailer, as well as information booths from
Farmer’s Insurance and Home Depot. Hot dogs will
be served! Info: 488-8680 and www.wescottfire.org .
Palmer Lake Fire Station Open House, Sat.,
Oct. 3, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Palmer Lake Volunteer Fire
Department invites the community to visit the station,
located next to Town Hall. Info: 481-2902.
Haunted Mines at the Western Museum of Mining
& Industry (WMMI) through Oct. 31, Fri., Sat., &
Sun., 7 p.m., and each night Oct. 27-Nov. 1, 7 p.m.
Don’t miss this terrifying adventure. All proceeds
from the Haunted Mines go to WMMI. Cost: $13,
less with discount coupons available on the Web site;
visit www.hauntedmines.org for details and coupons.
WMMI is located just north of Colorado Springs at
225 North Gate Blvd. (I-25 exit 156A). WMMI info:
488-0880, or visit www.wmmi.org.
Wine Tasting & Silent Auction Benefit for Golden
Retriever Freedom Rescue, Sun., Oct. 4, 4 - 6 p.m.,
Sundance Mountain Lodge, 1865 Woodmoor Dr.,
Monument. Wine tasting is by Dirk the Wine Seller.
Enjoy dinner at Oakley’s Restaurant at Sundance
Mountain Lodge after the event. Cost: $30 per person;
all proceeds go directly to help transport, treat, foster,
and adopt rescued dogs. Info and to purchase tickets
online, go to www.goldenretrieverfreedom.org. To
purchase by check, call 303-749-8499 or Ann at 651-
1268.
Tri-Lakes Immunization Clinic, Tue., Oct. 6, 1-5
p.m., Tri-Lakes Cares, 235 Jefferson St., Monument.
Ages under 22 years. Free for those with Medicaid or
CHP+, uninsured, Alaskans, and Native Americans.
Some insurances can be billed. No appointment
needed. Info: Jackie Sward, 481-4864 x23.
Palmer Lake Walk\Bike To School Day, Wed., Oct.
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7. Meet at 8 a.m. on the Village Green (across from
Palmer Lake Town Hall) and walk to Palmer Lake
Elementary School at 8:30 with Lewis-Palmer Junior
Honor Society members wearing storybook character
costumes. Info: 481-2953.

e Empty Bowls Dinner and Silent Auction, Wed., Oct.
7, 5-7:30 p.m., Lewis-Palmer High School Commons
Area, 1300 Higby Rd., Monument. Monument Hill
Sertoma, Monument Serteens, and School District
38 present this fundraiser for Tri-Lakes Cares. Home-
cooked soup, bread, and dessert are served in bowls
handcrafted by local artists. One child under age 12
is admitted free with a purchased ticket. Tickets,
$20, must be purchased in advance: in Monument
at Covered Treasures Bookstore, Second and
Washington Streets; High Country Home & Garden,
243 Washington St.; Second Street Art Gallery, 366
Second St.; Tri-Lakes Printing, Woodmoor Center; in
Palmer Lake at The Rock House, 24 Highway 105; or
call Bonnie Biggs at 651-1946.

e Meet the School Board Candidates, Thu., Oct.
8, 6:30 p.m., Prairie Winds Elementary, 790 King’s
Deer Point East. Four positions on the Lewis-Palmer
School District Board of Education will be up for
election in November. All candidates have been
invited to attend this public forum. Info: Robin Adair,
785-4223, or e-mail radair@lewispalmer.org.

e Tri-Lakes MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
Munchkin Market, Fri.-Sat., Oct.9-10, 8 a.m.-noon,
Tri-Lakes Chapel, 1750 Deer Creek Rd., Monument.
Shop gently-used children’s clothing, gear and
basics, toys, and much, much more. Tri-Lakes MOPS
meets the 2™ and 4" Thu. each month, Sep.-May,
9:15-11:30 a.m. at Tri-Lakes Chapel. Info: visit
www.trilakeschapel.org.

e Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined
by Nancy Thorwardson & Silver Stars, Fri., Oct.
9, opening act at 7 p.m., Black Forest Community
Center, 12530 Black Forest Rd. at Shoup Road.
Swing, honky-tonk folk, bluegrass, old timey, and
Cajun. Cost: $5 general, $3 BRAS members. Info:
494-0666, or visit www.blackroseacoustic.org.

e Western Museum of Mining & Industry (WMMI):
Family  Exploration  Day-The  Industrial
Revolution, Sat., Oct. 10, 9 am.-3 p.m. Learn
how the machines of the Industrial Revolution
were created and what makes them work. Cost: $8
adults, $7 military/AAA, $6 seniors & students, $4
children 3-12, free to children under 3 & museum
members. RSVP and info: phone 488-0880 or e-mail
RSVP@wmmi.org. WMMI is located at 225 North
Gate Blvd. (I-25 Exit 156 A). Info: www.wmmi.org.

e A Casino Night in Casablanca, Sat., Oct. 17, doors
open at 6:30, gaming begins at 7 p.m., at Tri-Lakes
Center for the Arts (TLCA), 304 Highway 105,
Palmer Lake. The Tri-Lakes Chamber of Commerce
and TLCA will co-host an evening of Las Vegas style
fun and excitement plus a live auction and prizes.
Cost: $40 per person or $75 per couple; includes a
buffet and $500 in “Casino Cash” to play blackjack,
poker, craps, and roulette. Tickets and info: 481-
3282.

e Wine and Roses 2009, Fri., Oct. 23, 6:30-10 p.m.,
Air Force Academy Blue & Silver Press Box. The
Tri-Lakes Womens Club annual wine-tasting event
features wines arranged by The Wine Seller, on-site
chefs, a silent auction, and celebrity wine pourers.
Proceeds benefit the Tri-Lakes community. Cost:
$50 per person. For tickets, call 488-2124 or visit
www.tlwc.net.

e Black Rose Acoustic Society Open Stage headlined
by Heidi Clare & Lonesome Cowboy Hobo
Wyoming Slim, Fri., Oct. 23, opening act at 7 p.m.,
Black Forest Community Center, 12530 Black Forest
Rd. at Shoup Road. Clare is considered to be the best
old time fiddler on stage today. Cost: $5 general, $3
BRAS members. Info: 494-0666, or visit www.blackr
oseacoustic.org.

e Meet the Author: Homer Hickam, The Rocket
Boys, Fri.,, Oct. 23, 7 p.m., Air Force Academy
Dolittle Hall. Pikes Peak Library District Foundation
and Challenger Learning Center of Colorado present
a fundraising dinner with a silent auction of space
memorabilia. Cost: $100, includes a signed copy of
The Rocket Boys (October Sky). Info: 531-6333, ext.
1212.

e Tri-Lakes Annual Health Fair, Sat.,, Oct. 24, 7
a.m.-1 p.m., Tri-Lakes YMCA. Parking will be in
the northwest Lewis-Palmer High School parking lot.
Shuttle service will be provided to and from the Y.

Low-cost and free services offered include flu shots,
blood pressure tests, vision and hearing screenings,
a comprehensive blood chemistry screening (fasting
recommended for best results) for $30, and more.
Info or to volunteer or make a donation: Tri-Lakes
Chamber of Commerce, 481-3282.

Safe Trick or Treat, Sat., Oct. 31, 3-5 p.m. Bring
the kids downtown for safe trick-or-treating as
Monument merchants provide treats and activities,
and show off their creative costumes. The Monument
Police Department patrols the streets to help insure
the children’s safety.

Forestgate Community Theater presents Pride and
Prejudice, a new musical play written and directed
by Karen Hamer, Nov. 4-14, 6:30-10 p.m., Saturday
matinees 1-4:30 p.m., Forestgate Presbyterian
Church, 970 North Gate Blvd., Colorado Springs. The
play is suitable for ages 10 and older. Tickets ($10):
visit www.prideandprejucice2009.net. Info: 495-5672
or e-mail prideandprejucice2009@gmail.com.

CASA 411 Night, Thu., Nov. 5, 5:30 p.m., at the
CASA Building, 701 S. Cascade Ave., Colorado
Springs. CASA volunteers are an amazing force
for good, but more are badly needed. Get the 411
on CASA volunteer opportunities and find out how
you can make a lifelong difference for an abused or
neglected child. No experience is necessary. Info or
RSVP: RoseMary Jaramillo, 447-9898, x1008, or
visit www.aChilds VoiceInCourt.org.

Black Forest Arts & Crafts Guild Annual Fall
Show and Sale, Thu.-Sun., Nov. 5-8, 8 a.m.-8
p.m. except Sun., 8§ a.m.-2:30 p.m., Black Forest
Community Center. (Black Forest Rd. just north of
Shoup Rd.) The free show offers crafts and baked
goods from over 90 artisans and culinary Guild
members. Strollers not allowed due to fire regulations.
Info: 494-1455.

Oops
In Parting Shots in our September issue, we neglected

to mention that Robert Fisher completed the Leadville
100-mile bike race. OCN regrets the omission.
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Our community calendar carries listings on a space-avail-
able basis for Tri-Lakes events that are sponsored by local
governmental entities and not-for-profit organizations.
We include events that are open to the general public and
are not religious or self-promotional in nature. If space is
available, complimentary calendar listings are included,
when requested, for events advertised in the current is-
sue.

To have your event listed at no charge in Our Community
Calendar, please call 488-3455, or send the information
to our_community calendar@hotmail.com or P.O. Box
1742, Monument, Colorado 80132.

You are the Sunshine of My Life

Stevie Wonder sings about the love of
his life. He dreams about her and often com-
pares her to the sweetness of an apple. He
longs to exist in her presence forever. She
sustains him, for she is his sunshine.

As I approach the tender age of sixty, I
often find myself singing about another kind
of sunshine: The one that gives me my daily
dose of Vitamin D. Of course I dream about
the soul-nourishing sunshine only a true love
can bestow. But we’re talking reality here—
my aging body knows Vitamin D is where
it’s at!

Why do I feel compelled to sing about
sunshine? Because that’s where all the good-
ness begins. Vitamin D forms on my skin
when I am exposed to sunlight. My liver and
kidneys will process the vitamin into an ac-
tive form called calcitriol. Calcitriol pro-
motes the absorption of calcium and phos-
phorus from the intestines. These minerals
are then incorporated into my bones to make
them strong and dense. It’s easy to see why,
as I age, I plan to spend more quality time
with Vitamin D. You may read more about
vitamin D at www.webmd.com.

To help you get on board with your sun-
shine, I’ve included the words to my very
own sunshine song. Go ahead...hum a few
lines!

You are the sunshine of my life,
That why I'll always be around,

Spending at least 15 minutes
outdoors with you every day,

You are the apple of my eye,

Forever you’ll stay in my heart and on my
skin,

1 feel like this is the beginning,
Though I've loved you for a million years,

I’m getting older and I need you around more
and more,

And if I thought our love was ending,
1'd find myself drowning in my own tears,

(I’d also find bone density loss, muscle aches
and weakness)

You must have known that I was deficient,,
Because you came to my rescue,

Thanks for the stronger bones,

And I know that this must be heaven,

How could so much goodness be inside of you?
I will cherish your calcitriol forever.

Theapeutic Massage Therapy
Althea Smith, MS, RMT

Front Street Square ’r'v‘ﬁs
251 Front Street, Monument 3 _
(719) 488-2250 S

I New Client Special: $10 OFF! |

I Cannot be combined with other offers. Good through 10/31/09. |
h o
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Mark your calendar. We're moving indoors
for two markets at Grace Best School:
Sat., Nov. 21, 9 am - 2 pm
Sat., Dec. 5, 9 am - 2 pm

Watch for additional market dates during the Winter & Spring

For information, call 592-9420.
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Kissing Camels Beauty—
Large luxury town home in
gated community. Incredible
views of Pikes Peak. 3 bd,

4 ba with sauna complex.
$695,000.

Great Gleneagle Ranch
Home—4 bd, 3 ba home on
1/3 acre. Fenced backyard.

Skate!
Wrap-around deck. Awesome
views. $288,000.

The next 8-week session
Very Large Peyton Ranch pr— — _

Home—5 bd, 3 ba, 3-car
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Peak Ranch Alpacas General Store

is now open Saturdays

Peak Ranch Alpacas is now open

Saturdays 10 to 4. Start your

holiday shopping early & save. We

have a variety of unique alpaca

fleece products. Come and browse [

our wide selection of Alpaca

outerwear and accessories, un- il

dyed natural fiber & hand-painted |Sigy
yarns, hand-felted hats and . : |
purses, and cozy soft 100% alpaca Toys We're happy to
open our store on other days upon request.

19850 Beacon Lite Road, Monument
481-6129 or 232-8509

Directions: % mile off I-25 at exit 163.

Go west to Beacon Lite Road. Look for the

Peak Ranch sign at our entrance. There is

ample parking in front and in the drive to Whether you k?’IOW exactly What you want or
the south.

don’t have a clue where to start, I can help.
www.peakranchalpacas.com peakranch@comcast.net

488-9812 John Bailey / Bailey Homes

Tri-Lakes resident since 1987. Licensed for all phases of residential construction
www.BaileyHomesMonument.com

[ s 4
“Pool hall” with an open home theater

| 10% OFF one item. With coupon. Good though 10/31/09. |




wupdate

In Pursuit of Excellence

Report to the Community * October 2009

Dear Lewis-Palmer Patrons:

LPSD’s strategic vision was developed through extensive input from the
community over the last few years, and the result included three main areas

of focus: Student Learning, Whole Child, and Community Engagement. All
schools develop annual School Improvement Plans structured around these
three areas, and over the last few years, both individual sites and the collective
District have taken steps toward realizing the community’s vision for our school
district.

Our long-standing relationship with Tri-Lakes Cares is an opportunity for LPSD
students to support the local community and develop important traits such as
empathy and caring. The Tri-Lakes Cares program “supports people to get
on their feet and find the resources they need.” We are excited once again to
partner with Tri-Lakes Cares for the Harvest of Love food drive. During these
challenging economic times, the demand for Tri-Lakes Cares resources has

grown, with nearly a 100% increase in requests for assistance by local families.

Between the weeks of October 15 and October 27, all of our school sites will
be collecting canned food goods. In addition, the administration building,

Big Red, will also be a collection site. Please join our staff and students as we
support our community. Also this month, we invite you to attend the annual
Monument Hill Sertoma and Monument Serteens Empty Bowl event at LPHS
on October 7th from 5:00 - 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $20.00 (and one child
under 12 is admitted free with each purchased ticket). This is a wonderful way
to support our community, and 100% of the proceeds go to Tri-Lakes Cares to
support their programs.

Tickets can be bought at:

Covered Treasure Bookstore (Monument), High Country Home and Garden
(Monument), Second Street Art Gallery (Monument), Tri-Lakes Printing (The
Woodmoor Center), and Rock House Ice Cream and More (Palmer Lake).
Or call Bonnie Biggs at 651-1946..

Sincerely,

e

. I_"W' ;‘:"‘ 1'5-':.‘,“1"__

a o

Dr. Raymond H. Blanch, Superintendent of Schools

Movie Nights at PRHS

Brought to you
by a generous donation from

Tri-Lakes Printing
Your hometown printing
and graphics shop.

Community Flu Shot Clinics

Flu Shot: $25.00

Flu Mist (nasal spray immunization):
$35.00

Pneumonia Shot: $49.00

The Visiting Nurses Association
accepts cash or checks made
payable to VNA. All clinics are
open to employees, guests and the
community. Children must be at
least 6 months old.

October 8, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm

Lewis-Palmer Elementary School

October 13, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
Palmer Ridge High School

October 22, 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm
Palmer Lake Elementary School

October 23, 1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Prairie Winds Elementary School

November 3, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Kilmer Elementary School

November 19, 10:30 am to 1:00 pm
Lewis-Palmer High School

December 2, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Administration Building

December 30, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm
Administration Building

el

Our community movie nights are set for the “First Friday” and “Second Saturday” of each month, with a general
family film on the First Friday (October’s film will be Ratatouille) and a movie for a little older audience on the
Second Saturday (TBD by an internet vote). All movies are in the Palmer Ridge High School auditorium and start at
7:00 p.m. (with a $3 donation per person at the door). We hope you'll help us build a tradition and attend a movie
night in October! All funds raised go to support Lewis-Palmer School District education programs.




Meet the Candidates: LPSD School Board

The public is welcome to attend the upcoming “Meet the Candidates” night
sponsored by the D-38 District Accountability and Advisory Committee. Four seats
on the D-38 Board of Education are up for election in November. All candidates
have been invited to attend. This meeting gives the public a chance to meet the
candidates, hear their messages in person, and ask questions about education.

Thursday, October 8th, 6:30 p.m. @ Prairie Winds Elementary

2009 Empty Bowl Dinner

D-38 students, staff, and families are honored to be able to help the Monument
Hill Sertoma Club host the annual Empty Bowl Dinner on October 7th at Lewis-
Palmer High School. Proceeds benefit those in need in the Tri-Lakes area. A ticket
to the dinner includes soup, bread and dessert plus a handmade bowl created by

a local artist. Tickets are available in advance at several Tri-Lakes merchants or
by calling 651-1946.

New LPHS Learning Space

We are proud to have opened the new Lewis-Palmer High School learning space
for student use. The new technology and interactive education features are made
possible by proceeds from the high school improvement bond fund.

The additions at LPHS include an interactive classroom, a “Learning Studio” with
a system for the class to provide immediate feedback to the teacher during the
lesson. Students use wireless transmitters called clickers to answer questions to
demonstrate that they are understanding and engaged in the presentation.

The Distance Learning Lab allows video conferencing and virtual classroom
capabilities, and the Cyber Café features LCD monitors with touch screens. Short-
throw projectors allow teachers to share materials with large groups easily, and
the “STAR board” replaces the blackboard with a surface that will print, save, and
manipulate written information electronically.

The new black box theater is not only a performance space for small audiences,
but a multimedia presentation gallery that may be used for a variety of interactive
learning experiences. The flooring is also conducive to dance type classes with
state of the art sound equipment.

Part of the remodeled space is designed for project-based learning, a departure
from the traditional “25 students in a square room” layout for classes. It is

set up fo enhance collaborative efforts and student interaction in the learning
environment.

Students may also check out laptop computers to use in this wireless hot spot
as they use the space to work on assignments and access the new, inferactive
classroom web sites implemented District-wide this fall.

Congratulations to
the LPES Eagle Choir!

The Lewis-Palmer Elementary
School Eagle Choir has been
chosen to perform for a
statewide conference of music
teachers. It is one of only
three elementary-level choirs
chosen to perform, and the
first elementary group from
Lewis-Palmer School District
to be granted this distinction.

The Eagle Choir students
are 4th and 5th graders
who meet on their own time
before school and hold
performances in the school
and community throughout
the year. They were chosen
in a blind audition process
from recordings of their
performance from a concert
last spring.

LPES Choir Director Cynthia
Eversole explains, “This is

an honor for these students.
lt's a chance for them to be
a model to Colorado music
educators, for inspiration
and choral instruction.” The
Colorado Music Educators’
Association conference will
include teachers from public
and private schools, university
faculty, and future teachers
of music. The Eagle Choir

is preparing a 30-minute
program for the performance
in January.

L




The Patrick Hall Agency

Proudly serving the Tri-Lakes and Gleneagle communities.

DRIVE DOWN YOUR PREMIUMS.

Want to accelerate your savings? Then do
what 1.3 million drivers did last year.
Switch to State Farm® and take advantage
of our many discounts that kick in as you
sign up. So give us a call today. You'll see it
not only makes a lot of sense, it could also
save you a lot of dollars.

A RN Call the nation’s #1 home and
Ge) auto insurer today.

481-0092

www.patrickhallagency.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, Our mission is to help people manage the risks of

everyday life, recover from the unexpected and

STATE FARM IS THERE.™ realize their dreams.




The Patrick Hall Agency
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

The purpose of the Patrick Hall State Farm Agency is to build meaningful and long-term
relationships so we can serve, help, educate and protect our clients. Our high standards of
service, commitment to our customers and dedication to helping families manage the risks of

everyday life set us apart and make us unique.

Each member of our team understands what personal, responsive customer care is all about. We

know our business can seem complicated at times, so we are here to help - every step of the way.

Each team member has a unique ability and area of expertise, but our common goal is to serve

your needs efficiently, accurately and with the highest level of professionalism.

We consider it a privilege to

help you meet your needs.

Thank you and we look CALL TODAY 481-0092
forward to ]w;l:'ing

from you.

Patrick Hall, Agent

www.patrickhallagency.com

:3‘
STATE FARM
E(@Ei

INSURANCE

1N

PATRICK HALL STATE FARM AGENCY
581 Highway 105, Ste 115 Monument, CO 80132 « Conveniently located across from Safeway



HAIL DAMAGE?
CALL THE INSURANCE CLAIMS
SPECIALIST YOU CAN TRUST'

J. Moran
0wner
Retlred USCG

=N A0

|4 iy [ l”" lc N

We challenge you to compz . Ind prices with ényb;\;!

® We Work With All ® GAF & Owens Corning Preferred Contractor ® Locally Owned
Insurance Companies

e "A”Rating By the BBB o (Certified By HAAG Engineering Co.

® Core Values - Integrity, ® Our Roof Systems Always Exceed Local horhood
Service & Exellence Building Department Standards

TUFF ROOF - (:3,/C-)0)0)()

A Premuer Kaa u«g Compmg

s FE MyTuffRoof.com

ACCREDITED

HAIL CLAIM $/500 OFF or CALL NOW
Riehqilesf- FREE upgrade to — vt
000 1110 mph Hail FOR A

L,m”ed o $25 /sq. with Resmiani Shingle FREE ROOF

opproved insurance 4V sq min. viIrer Is ror
laim for full roof syst Malarkey L Shingl \ ECTION
claim tor tull root system. alarkey Legacy Shingle . PECIT “|
Must present coupon at time of signing. Must present coupon at time of signing. =
Not valid with any other offers. Not valid with any other offers.
Expires 11/15/09 Expires 11/15/09 TUFF ROOF
TUFF ROOF 719-487-9000 TUFF ROOF 719-487-9000 719-487-9000
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Home for the holidays 719.487.1779  vwwiikiandphotography.com

||l't -
'.T : Let our family create
X — your family’s treasure

T OGN & RSN TN this Holiday scason.
- Mark Kirkland

# 1 CHOICE FOR FAMILY PORTRAITURLE.
STUDIO AND LOCATION PHOTOGRAPHY! WIME
Family owned and operated,

International Award Winning

Open throughout the Holidays
Photography.

A |'I-‘|'|I mnimaents are [::I'I'Iill._'l.l

Call to book your
treasure today!

“Share the love™
Onr family Christmas cards
are one of a kind treasures!

TRI-LAKES
CARES

.

FREE 5”x7” ¢§
Portrait —
when you

A bag ot non-penshable tood 1tems or

unopened voyvs lor Tn-Lakes Cares,

Fabulous prizes - Photography session packages - Children’s prizes - ALL FREEI!



We know how you feel.

Your home. Its your little corner of the earth, and the place that reflects vour personalty
and stye. We know how important your home is to you, and thats why we give it the
attention it deserves. From the walls of your living room 1o tha tim of your exterior, our
meticulous process will enhance the beauty of your home now, and for years to come. Just
because it's not technically a member of your family, doesn't mean you can't treat it ke one.

Care for your home,

Call today to schedule your FREE estimate lerre 1:'1' ' J""U JIJII 'er:

'['d'd1i"*£-':.1:'ur'i'-.-': F-

Or schedule online at v corta ||[ * * * K &
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SAVE $25

Offer good on any complete refinishing of a bathtub,
tile surround or fiberglass shower.

CALL 888-993-5333 NOW

and take advantage of this limited time offer!
(825 savings limited to one coupon per job)

Miracle Method

SURFACE RESTORATION
SINCE 1979

You're just a day away from a bathroom
or kitchen “makeover”. .. at a fraction of

the cost of replacement.

- v el

Miracle Method has: r—

OVER 95 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU T = —a

e —

M

|

THE BEST TRAINED PROFESSIONALS | — t\é\ .
who are licensed, insured and well- ' 4 } ,_
qualified to work in your home. i R 4k J
THE MOST TECHNOLOGICALLY ‘ E;
ADVANCED COATINGS AND
PROCEDURES to produce incredible

durability and finishes.

A PROPRIETARY BONDING AGENT,
called MM-4, that produces superior
adbesion but does not require the
dangerous acids used by most other
refinishing companies.

THE BEST OVERALL VALUE considering
Miracle Method’s warranty, quality
and ability to do the job right the

first time.

BOTTOM LINE... your project will
look better, feel smoother and last

onger Seeing is believing/

See our work at www.miraclemethod.com




Don’t Replace... Refinish!

Miracle Method

SURFACE RESTORATION
SINCE 1979

Save up to 70% over replacement costs of bathtubs, tile and countertops! Call for a free estimate today!

and scratches

Repair chips, cracks

24 hours later. . . chip free and like new R Transform
: outdated
«) A bathtubs
D and tile
y surrounds
! to match
a~ any décor
Refinishing
seals porous
tile grout lines
See our work at
www.miraclemethod.com

For over 25 years, homeowners have
relied on Miracle Method, the nation’s
#1 refinisher, to bring new life to
porcelain, fiberglass and tile surfaces.

REFINISHING SAVES YOU MONEY!
A new tub may cost only $100, but
removal and replacement can cost

thousands.

REFINISHING SAVES YOU TIME!
Use your refinished tub in as little as
24 hours.

REFINISHING IS DURABLE!
Miracle Method can add 15 years or
more to the life of your fixtures.

REFINISHING IS BEAUTIFUL!
Pits, scratches and chips disappear and

Refinish your . your bathtub will look and feel like new.
countertops in o
any color or |l & 8 — Call 888- ;
choose one of our - I | 993 5333
revolutionary | to reach your local
new stone finishes Miracle Method office!
L% i | Miracle Method
before. .. worn and scratched 24 hours later. . . repaired and clean l\ A SURFAC&::ESJ,? e
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